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John Brown H ouse Accep ted
by the Society for its H ome

By GEOIt(;F J., \ l l " F It

At a specia l mee ting, on December 9, 194-1, the mum­
bers of the Society voted unanimously to accept ~ 1r. john
Nicholas Bro wn's generous offer of the John Hrown H ouse,
52 Power Street, for the home of the ~Ilcietr; and to "elf
the Cabinet and [and un Wntcrmau Street to Brown
U 11 ivcrsi ty.

T he unanimous sentimen t of the meeting was voiced hy
Col. H . Anthony Dyer, a past P resid ent , when he said:
" In these confused times, no better lesson can he offered
to modern society than the presen tation of a rea l old P rovi ­
dence house which has stood for those N ew E ngland loy ­
al ties that han: made us what we are. "

'" * * *
For the information of present and future members , the

-reps preliminary to this important action should appear
upon the record.

Last J une, when :\ Ir, Brown told the ufficl'r" of the
~'lCicty that he would like to gin' the j ohn Brown Iluuse
property, J udge Stearu-, appointed a fact-finding commit ­
tee consisting of .\I essrs. Charles B. M ackinncv, George L.
:\ Iiner , ano Willi.un G. Rocl ker, I .ihrarian, to make a thor-
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ough stud y of the ada ptabilit y of the house to the Socictv's
purposes , and of the financial feasibility of the project.

The committee reported that the J ohn Brown H ouse i-,
sound ly bui lt and has been wel l kept up. Two archi tects,
M essrs. J ohn I h itchins Cady and P hilip D. Creer , exam­
ined the property and reported that it was in sound con­
diti on and good repair.

Your com mittee abo obtained op inions from experts in
the field of historica l society management. which were nut
»nlv favorable hut enth usiastic.

:\.Ir. Cl arence S. Brig ham, Director, T he American
Antiquarian Society. form er Librari an of the Rhod e b land
H istorical .' xiety and a native of P rovidence, wrote in J unc :

" F\'''T since I looked ever [h" John Brown I l ouse about J fortn;~hl

ago .1nd considered th c f"OSsihilit~· of iu being used for the RhoJ"
Istt flJ Historical ~i"ty I have grnwn more JnJ more "n,hu~i~,ti<:

m'"r the ides. T he house itself i, on" of the most famous bi'lnri~'JI

buildi ngs in Xew Eng land. un.Ioubtcdlj- the fines t car1~' bou-c in
Rhode Island , and rerha~ even in :\" l " \ ' F ng- b n d , It is peculiar)."
adapted to Ih., n"c,i, of J historic ,11 !II1l'iel,1" because of it, numerous
large rooms. with upportunitv to shelve ~I'ecial collection, ,,'p.n.,tc-l."
and because of its UlIUSU,ll vault feltili!i", in the 1->,""'I11C'I11. I know of
no other historic mansion in Xcw Enll' b n,1 so w,,11 .,d.'rtc..! to th<:
preservation of hooks, pape rs and espcc iall.,· museum material. The
house reallv i, a historic museum in ilsc:lf.

I ts location i, adrnirable, wit h spacious ~rounJ, ~nd tin.., rJrli,,~

f3cili rie~, ... "

.\I r. Ale xander J . W all , Director, The Xew York H i..­
torical S iet y wrote as fo llows:

H istorical .ocietics everywhere should awaken the people to their
heriuge of Ymeric an democracv. They have the records hut ha\"
made hr too lillil' usc of the data the~' prese"'e. Tu do lhi~ anJ
introduce to the r ..-ople of Ih<: f'tat<: the great usefulness nf your
SoCiel.l" the Hrow n 11 0m...· orfc rs TknJid facilities. T hc' Im'el~

l':wllnds ide,IIl.' ,uile,l to rhe ,,,...·i.,l funnium gerll1.ln" 10 historical
«x-ictv activirics "'HI],I anract .IS could noth ing c· I"" ill brillg ing
lO~"the r people who will he gb.-lto bell' in th,' c·'panJi".'l rWKra111'
which arc F")'..,ihk. T he Jecertance of thc' Hrn\\n House "-oul,l Ix·
.1 long ster forward in I->ringillg to life a rkaiJnt hut ;k<:p~ ~,,·icl.'

whi ..h I have known (or (urt.' ~·ears.



• RHODE 1 ~ 1...\:\1> H IST O RY

In respect III the financia l ft:a~ihili(r , your comnut tcv
reported on the followi rig puinb: ;\ s an accepted cducariona I
institu tion with an annual approp r iat ion fr om rhe State, the
: xicty is exempt from all mxe..- 10(:1I, State and Federal;
tnt: care of the grounds - includi ng cleari ng ..id ewnlk-,and
"pr.tying fret:... - is about ~ 550 per vear , wh ich will be
borne by ~ Ir. Bro wn for three years, at no cos t to the
Society; a rCSlT\'C of $ 1 ,(1(111 per year for repair ... It) the
hllil d ing wou ld appear ro he ample.:; hl:ating ( o s b can only
he esti mated , h ut th e increase over the cos t :11 Waterma n
Street shou ld not exceed $90n per year. Th us, the addi ­
tional expen-c- con nected with t:lking ove r the Hrown
IlulI'C will total about $2 50 n pe r vcar.

In addition , your committ ee found it neCC""lr} to rcc­
ommend adding tu rhc "tatl an a""i"ta nr librarian , who"e
..;a lar)" wit h certain other nece""ary expense- will roml
$2 5(10 per yea r. It i:- necessary to incur rhis expcn ..e
whe ther the S()cicry remove- to rbc J ohn Brown H uu-«, or
remain" in the old Cabinet .

In future , therefore, il will he necc-sarv to increase the
income of the SOcit:I}' by approximately $5 0 00 per year.

Your committee i ... of the opinion that rhe continuing
"upport of .1 willing community on an annual basis i-, the:
...oundc... t wa v tll ma inta in a vigorou-, and u-c ful institution ,

T he Johr; Brown H ou...c in itself i ... of great hi..torical
importan ce and will, it is be lieved, attract a greatly in
crea..cd member..hip to the Society. But until the income
from ann ual dues catches up to the incrcn..cd cxpen..c-.
vour com m it tee recommend... th e collectio n of a -u-taining
fund in ...ufiicicnr amou nt to cover the ext ra cxpcn-c- for
a period of four or five years.

, \ 1 rhe time rhi-, i-, written 7'1 member- and fr iend " h:1H:

omtribured $ 9 3 ~ ( 1 for t h i ... purpo"!: .
In add ition , ;\ li ~s 1{0 " :1 Anne Crm\en<lr hn-, offered ro

give the Society $1 1) 0 1) to "tart a fund ru mainta in rh c
Brown Ilmb c with tht· hope that her exampk will il1" pirt·
ot her" to make Clir re lU gift" or te"t:unentary pro\ i"iol1 " f"r
thi ... purpo~.

T he Cit y Seal of
The Citv of Pro vidence

In J anuary (19-1-1 I when tilt, cit} govcrnmen r llf Prov­
idcnce wa-, organiLing under the new charter, an ordinance
was introduced by Councilman H ug h H. I Ionley, ( I Jem. I
Ward 3. c..tnblish ing a city -ca] and "eal .. for variou... cit}
department- and oriicials. '

When the ordi nance carn e lip fur discus-ion at the Cit}
Council meeting un .\ pril 17. it arou..ed a tlurry of light
b.mrc r, and the good-humored con troversy conti nued ill
the P roviden ce press the da y foll owing .'

T he cause uf this conrrovcrsv wa ... that the ordinance , fur
what appear... rc be th e: first time in the city's history, spcci ­
tied what number uf men should be ...hewn with Roger
Williams in the canoe which i.. part of the depiction un the
"Cal of the wcfl -kn own What Cheer epi sode at Slate Hock.

T hc ordinance. a." printed in the Cirv C 01t11<:i1 Lonrnal
ol l'ro, €,, ', I;IIx.s .~ ... rates that there should be "three \V hite
'len" in the CII1UC. ' Counci lman Frede rick S, Baril e... .
( ( k m. ) Wa rd 7, moved tv amend the ordinance to ma ke

H" ,.ll ,rJ . uJl.. " ,, ~ n \, 11. 1 \~ld 19l1l.,,, tl" _C,1I "i th. 1" 4, iJ n .. J" ..,~~!
"J , , n,.", '0" i.."·,,,,,,,.1 in hi" rical fr","~"h.

I'h", writer I' infurrnc.i hy Jlli<'rh L :\I . !(uin:. now <I mem ber ,,/ th,'
Bo.n'! uf ('.m. ""r;. that h, drew the "rJinl'Ke "hen h", ".s C in C l.:rl
lilt" 1'r.:.:eJin,l: .HM. <lnJ rh.n \ 1r. Donley int roduceJ it at his ;cqu.·n.

" , ",i,i""." Jr,,, IMI, \ pril 1" . IlJ~I , [ r"" ;'" H" ff, l i". Ap ril 11'\,
1'141.

Cil )' (."', 1'''' i[ [" ",,,A "I I" -'" -« (/i" , , {hereafter ,·il e,l ~; Prr;u,J i"gs)
\,,,. I. 1'1'. 10-11 .

, \l r, \1.1guir<: infurm, Iii,' write r that h<: m,IJ " rlu- ,Hllnb"r jou r in
hi-, rin.ll ,-Itlft til the ",JiI1Jl1<e. !>lIl that the urJi,unn' ("mm illc .... ron­
.;,l~ril\~ it. tuuL JI\ eJrl~. rou,l;h JrJ.ft fo r submi,sion 10 th", ci t ~, print er.
r ht .. m"nJII1<1l1 "~' rnaJe in cumrn;llt"· bIer.
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the number of men in th e canoe four, and this amendme nt
was incorpo rated in the ordinance when it \\ as finally passed
on M ay I, 19+1."

T hus for the first time in its corpora te existence, dating
back to I lU2, the Citv of Providence has a seal describe d
in de tai l by ordinance. By doi ng this it has set tled one of
two historica l questions connected with the city seal. In
specifying four men in the canoe, the city has retu rned to
the num ber which appeared on the earl iest seal the writer
has been able to d iscover.

It has thus bro ugh t order out of the remarkably chaotic
condition in which the citv seal has remained eve r since it
was first created. .

T he changes which han: occurred in the seal d uri ng these
years constitute one phase of this inquiry. Another question
goes deeper; it is concerned with the fundamental historical
basis for chousing any defi nite number and saying that th at
is the number of men who were in Roger Williams's canoe
when it approached Slate Rock. T he latter of these ques­
tions will be d iscussed first.

******

/-Io'X ,\IlIn)' i" /he Can oer

The whole W hat Cheer episode may well be apocryphal.
Willi ams never mentioned it in any of his extensive writings
which have been preserved and are known to historia ns.
Neither, so far as we know, did any of his contempora ries
ever write about it, For an episode which has become such
a widel y-k nown part of Rhode Island's history there is
remarkublv littl e ev idence to shed anv light un it. T he late
H oward .;\1. Chapin, with all his rcseurcbcs , found onl y
one hit of evidence which could be said h) have any traceable
connection with the episode.

Nevert hel ess, the frequent and early men tion of Wh at

.-. " l"flrl'rJin~_' , :'\0 . 10 , p, 12(,.

Cheer Field in the town records " would seem (0 indicate
that the re is some histo ric basis for the name of that place,
and that most likely it was some such incident as that de ­
picted on the city seal.

F urt hermore, Wi lliams reserved W hat Cheer Field
for himsel f when he disposed of the Providence purchase to
his co-sett lers. r This may have signified he had some special
att achment for it.

The evidence M r. Chapin reponed, in his Dornmenrarv
History of Rhode IslawL, is the Angell Family tradi tion,
to the effect that on ly Thomas Angell , then a boy, and
Roger Will iams were in the canoe when it approached
Slate Rock where the White M en were greeted by the na­
tives. T his is based on an afiidavir by T heodore Foster , who
said he received his information from the aged Stephe n
H opkins, a brother-in-law of Brig. Gen. J ames Ang ell.
Foster's affidavit states specifically that " no other persons
except the said Thomas Angell being then in company with
him [Williams1' , , "" The presumption is that they were
on a scouting trip.

It is interesting to note here that the seal of the Angell
Family Association ad heres to this tradition."

T he second branch of this prob lem seems to stem entire] y
from an article by M oses Brown. Chapin says that the
venerable historian, writing anonymously in the Rhode­
Island Regis/a for 1823 and in the !'ru~,.·i,fNlo> Dirraorv
for 1828, gives the stnry of W hat Cheer as tied up with
the ge nera l migration of the first set tlers from Seekonk h)

.; T h" tum app"JrS in the town records .IS earl:' as 16 -1- 1. H oward
;\ 1. Chapin, !JQcunu"'J'J l! ;'t Qr.\" of RllOd~ '-,I.mJ (Providence, 19 16)
l , 19. It is J pl' licJ 10 baJ ncar Slat e Rock nnw marke,j b)- a monument
.u \ \·i Jli.1Ills, I'm \'" r, G.mo .rud Rog er st ree ts.

' Edr!.\, Ru orJs 1'ljfn, "I I'n,t'idt'"r~ [h ere aft er t·:. R. 1'. 1'.), II I. 111.
• T he OlffiJa,· it, with rda~·nce. as [0 its source, is given in fuJI ill

Chapin, vp. ell., I, l i -19.
~ T he seal of the Providence \ leJical Association also shows only two

1I1~1l in th~ CanD'-' .
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Providence. 1" This tradition , if it may be called that, of the
\ \ 'ha t Cheer greeting being given to th e party moving over
from Seekonk, opens wide the field for involved historica l
mathemati cs.

T o determine the number of men in the canoe - on this
basis - all we have to do is determine how many men came
to P rovidence with Wil liams. It would seem to be a simple
proble m, but it is not. H istorians have di ffered widely on
it, and even the sources would seem to show discrepancies.
Besides, as will be shown , a time element is involved; when
the party left Seekonk is of vita l importance in ga uging tlu­
size of the group.

Williams himsel f once wrote a phrase that has been in­
terpreted to mean that there wen: five in the party. In hi~

plea to the commissioners for the U nited Colonies, on the
17th uf the 9th month ( N ovember} 16 77, he wrote :

" ... Yet out of P ity, I ga ve leave to \V . H arris, then poor
and destitute , to come along in my Company, I consen ted
to j ohn Smith, Miller, at D orchester ( banished also) to go
with me, and at J ohn Smith's de-ire, to a poor you ng fe llo w,
Francis Wicks, as abo to a lad of Richard Wutcrmans.
T hese an: all I remember ... . " " T he "lad of Richard
Waterman 's" is generally conceded to have been T homas
Angell.

j oshua Ver -i n, centre of the town's tirst test case on relig­
ious liberty, ( he was disenfranchised in 1638 for restraining
his wife h um utrcndiu g religious services at Williarns's
house! apparcnrly g ives six as the figure. H e writes :

" . . . som of vuu Cann ot bu t Rem ember rht we six which
Cam first .. . J" z

W e have rhu-, the choice of h,'e or six men in the canoe
- provided we are to accept these statements without an

1" C hapiu, Of. ,il. , I, 1'1- 20.

1J Ihrr i ~ l'~pa,;, R. t. 1-1, s., I I , 2_\7; N.,/./Ii, fo,-jrdj T~J<-I S u. .UI' ,
'i\_q ,

" \'crin 10 t hc Town of Pr ovid enc e, Xov. 2 1. !/) ;O , Providence
T ow n Paper 0-12; E, N., 'r. r. xv, ,'17.

attempt to dete rmine whether rhev actual lv refer to the
first entry into the P rovidence sett iement* ..- and histor ­
ians and biographers of Williarns have varied considerably
in their choice.

Samuel Greene Arnold in his Il isl f)1'\' of Ih t , Slul t' of
RllOdt' Islan. l sa"s five, on the basi:> o(\\" i ll iam~' s 1677
letter. " \\' illiam 'R , Staples in Annals of IJl'o'l..id enl 'l' sap
six, and attributes it to Venn's lette r. " Dr. Clarence S. Brig ­
ham, who wrote the pertinent section of Fie ld 's Sl ale of
Rhode Lsland and I'ro'uide1lr(' Plontosions , II till' End of
IIII'Centu ry: A I l istory, says six. " Prof. J ames D. Knowle -,
in his AlmlOir of R oge r Williams says W ill iams and five
others were in t he canoe. '" P rof. Romeo E lton in his L if t'
(If Rorer II ' illiril JJ.r gives the number as six. '; J ob D urfee
in his imaginative epic poern 1I'luut!u','r (as pr inted in hi-,

collected works) postulates an Indian guide, Waban, n-,
Williams's only companion on the canoe tri p to W hat Cheer
Field. " Emi ly Easton in R oger lFilliillJ lJ: 11ropht'1 (JIltj

l'ioneer has seven men in th e can oe." S. H. Brock uuic r,
' ViHiams 's most recent biographer, acting with what may he
proper caution, makes no ment ion of the episode. Oscar S.

* H"CJ llS" it S<:<:ll1 S bl'st In discuss th<:", Sl.lt<:lll<:nts in de tail "ft<:r mOTl·
,h t .1 h", been pr cscn red , t he writer hJI postponed t he discuss ion to foot­
no te :\0, 29.

'" Samuel Ci, Arnold, f1i ,t m'_,' 'if t h", Sf<ili! of RI,r,J t! / ,1,111 ,1 (:\ ew Y" r l.
1 ~:;9).1,40,

" \ \'illia111 R. ~ [ al' lc,. AmlJh "f 1' , " ,r-iJnl(~ {P rovide nce, I ll-!- _') , 21 .

,-, Ed ward FidJ, SI"U "f Rlzr,,/ t ' JI,m ,/ ,m'; P,-" f'iJ tffrt I'{J1/f"fi" 1/.< A I

,lit E,, '; r,j flit C tf/fur\'; _~ 1Ii,' orl' [B osrou , 1902), I, 2-1 ,'n d footnote.

' " james D. Knowles. ,l / <'fWi;" Ii; ft.'Jr.t !' If ' illi,mIJ [Boston. I~H ). 1(1 2 ,
Prof. 1\ 11 m' le ~ states in " foot note rha t h<: too k hi, information ftom the
\I o,;"s Hruw n ut ick. Chapin , i n<'iJentlll~- , er rs in quoting Knowles ~ ,

<l,l--i ng five. ( Of , cit. , I, n .)

,: Rom eo E ltol1, L if t r'f ROKt'I' W i/Ii,:",., {I'rovidencc. 1~'i ,l) • .1i ,

" ,Ioh D urfee. '' I f ' /I,,t r!lur ,'' I " r,,'~" [Provide nce. I ~ -1-9), 1-1 ill • ., t

1-13-14;,

,,, Em ;ly El ston, ft.r' Kt'I' W i/ !i.um : I'~" fh" f ""i Pi 'NIt t t' (B oston.
II! III) I i ~ , ::,hc c\'idenll,'- d uplicates ,-\ngl' l! JnJ thc " Ld of w aterman's".
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Straus 1I1 Roga II Til! /II/JI J: '1'111' l'i onerr oj !<.t' l lgif/IIJ I .i /J ­
1'I"ly gives th e number 3~ rive, foll ow ing :\ rno ld ."H

T hese citatio ns are g iven nut with the aim of determining
the weight o f th e e vide nce, nor in an att e m pt to make a
comprehensive "urn: )" of the op iniu rlS of h isto r ians, hut
rather merely to show ho w historical pron o unce ment on
thi s sing le episode has varied.

..-\. time e le ment ill this problem wa-, mentioned nl-ovc.
T he exodus from Seekonk was caused hy receipt of a lett er
from G overn or \ Vinslow of P Ivm ourh Col on v." InOl"IT111ch
as Winslow did not take uffice-un til M arc h, "16.1 5/3 6, thc
exodus must have hccn after that date. " It abu must han:
been hefore l ul v 26. 1636, because a letter h um Williams,
at Pro" ide l1 ~e , was received in Bo-ron h\- that dare. ".' This
wo uld place the date of the migration hctwcvu \1:Irch and
J ulr 26, [636. '"

X ow, Jk l1 ed i ~· t ;\ n w ld once wrote:
" .. , \ \ "(. came to Provid ence to D wel l t he 21 1th " f April,

[(,.\(j. per me Hcnn cdic t Arnold. " ,.-,
There fore . if th ere were onlv five or six men in the party

rOllling f1"ll111 Seekonk tu I' rm"idenn :, th e migration nHI~t
have occurred before April 20, 1(lJ(i, But Bencd in \ father,
William Ar nol d . stated in 165 9 that "for as much thar [
was onv t hat t he very first dar cnn-ed with -umc others upon
the land of providence . , ."'"

Williams, furthermore, wrote that th e n-moval from
Seekonk cost a harvest, indicat ing t hat it wa-, afte r plant ing
time whcn th l'Y moved."

" . Osc.n S. ~ILI lI\ , R" g,.,. If 'ifJi,,, ,, ; : T h,' ,....",,1"1',- "f Rl' l i ;;i" II .I I.i/" 'II .\'
( N"w Yurk, fil<H), i~ .llI,1 [ooln,,(c,

"' \ \ ' illi.um \ Lett er 10 \ I.l io r Vlason. \ 1.IS,.ld lU,,'t!S 11i_'lUr ied ~(" i e l .1

Vl.uruscri pts. :\0. rt, I .
~ , Knowles 'Jr. cit" 11.1 .' an d footnoll',
"" 10h n \\ 'i n th rol', A .!r,Urthll ( l b rt r" rJ , l i'l ll ) , I , 1')11 .
"Ch,lpin discusses Ihi,. question ~ 1 le ngth ill ns, !l i,l . "./ R. I. , I,

20- 23, ft c ."'erh Ih,lt the ,b !<: 1,." " "\'t,r be"n .lc"cULl!" I.\- .!c lcrm inecl hIll
.Il-ld, Ih.ll it probabl.\ wa, in .\h,1 or .lllil " of [(, U,.

,,,, ,\"I' rl r " Kl,lII,f f/ irt ,),-i ri/l (3 r; 1" "",,f'iI~ i( IJI R eJ;iJtt'l", III, -12 1'.

"; I' rOl i,k lll-l' T ow n 1'.1 \,,,r 11 10 , ; f. . R. 'I'. I'., X\ '. i-:' .
e, \ \ "ill iJlm'S r.e tt a lO .\la .iur \ b so n. "it",I;" t,,],

So it would seem that Bened ict Arn old , who was writing
vcar s after the event, used the term Providence looseh
:md rea llv referred tu the first unnamed -enlcmenr a·t
Seekon k. 2"

If this theoret ical picture will stand up under ...cr utinr ­
and it is the same picture whic h Chapin drew of th e Seekonk
settlement, making this writer feel tha t it canno t he far
wrung - we must add a min imum of e igh t more persons to
the migration party, making a total of l-r-plu s in ull."

H ere it would he well to reca ll that the sole source of rhc
legend that the \\'hat Cheer episode occurred during the
colony m igration, rather than during a scouring trip on

"- C Ii''l' ' l1 come to Ihi, ,.olldus1<JIl "fter.1 lr,urough J i",u"io" i" n" .
m». 0/ R, I , I. !" w im ,

"" The ,\1'1101 .1 Iarnilv at Seekonk. ,lCcord ing to Chapin , ("p . ,-il. , I, I ~ )
included \ \ ' ill iJm Arn ol.i, his wife ami chilJ ren, on" of whom \\-,,, Be ll" ­
,lid ; \\"illi.llll ,\rnolJ ', ,,,o - in -1.,\\ . \\ ' ill i,u n L' .lt p<: l1ln " with hi - wife
and a son • joseph ; and 'Thom as and F rances Hopkin s. chi ldren "f \ \ · ill iJ Jl1
_\rnuU 's sister.

II is i nkr~' lillg to no te Iha l if We ,el<:~1 [rom rhi, group ,n ."<:"konK tIl<
,du lt hl'Jd, of Ih <: households - Kogn \\"ill ialll s. John Smith, miller;
William H arris \\ 'i lli "m .\rnold , \ \' ill iJIll Ca rrenl ~ r • .mJ J<"hua ' <:r in

- we gel six w ho nJ.lj" h" the " we six w h i, h carne t;l;[" rcfc rrc d lU h,
Veri n . O n the other han d , Ycrin's le tter is concerned w it h gr ant s of honw
lo t, anj meadows, H " ' n iles: " ... sorn ,,{ HHI C" "lwt hut K"n lL'lllb" r tlll

we <i x whic h Cam firse ,],,, ul ,l ]" n,' tht' tir·st COl\l'enient a, it wa s put in
pracl i, [ir,t by our w hom Iho me I 101, 3:. 2 Ii by the mcdowc in wcna v­
ket uckcr River & th en t hose that we n- admit ...d hy u, intn Ih.. purrha.. ­
to have th e next wh ic h were abo ut i " "

, ''' rin \\ a , disc nfrsnchiscd on 21 .Hc uf , " -' ilion ' . (E, k. 1'.1'" I. +. j

T he ~l\tr ," immeJ i'l/e l,\- follo wi ng rhis i, .1,;1<:<1 the I(lt h or Ihe +t h 1I""I!h.
.111d st ates:

":\1 ,1. .i ' Sev e rall port ions of grJsse ,\ mc dow 1"<" 11 our l1 <:i ghholJ l
( i r ~ ~ II " ,,' ucig hl-our C u I<: lwi g hbour\rnol,1 ~ n" \\' <: , 11> 1] i..ly J uut in
,',. T "wllC" name Ill to or lleig l,ho ur .1.,m ", nei g hbour OIJll'." Jl~i ghL'l> llr

\,,'.l terman nei ghbour Col<: neighbou r Weston neighbour Carpcnl" "
n~'i ghbol H olj-man were Con ti rm ed ,1, the ir p.uper Kig ht s: Inhe rit Jn n '
to th"111 &. (he'ir" ,1S full:-;ls th" form<:r port ion, "I'p ",)' r iatn l tu 0' n"ig h­
ho ur T Jmx J.:mor!Oll n<:ighbnur rir l" ~ n e ne ighbour I!.lr ris JO, ],U,l Veri ll
u~i ,l2;h bou r .\rnoIJ ;lnd neighbour \ Vill i"m , were Of ar c wnhrm e::l to theOJ
~ Iheirs."

:\Ok t h"t hn e land i, <:u nrirmcel to '<:'·e n per;,on. in the .~ l1 le f" rn-



Ch.,,'lfT .;IIi (l , d i ,u l/,,' .' 'if tilt' Cil\' ,,' /' , ' ,r' i,/".'l ,-r, f.\'';" l l'nl\i­
.tcnce, l R4 'i ) , ; ', fur rho ordiu.mcc as p'I ~"J, T his cor," is hound in
lhe sarnc volume .1' the Ill .• :; ur , li nJ ncc~ l11en lioned aoo...,.

" In the Cul1en io", of the Kla"le 1,1.1 T\cl H i'lorical~iet,' " It is in.1
1>0.\ bbelleJ /' ,-,,( U"I/U 501,.

,.. I'Jge 9S of T Ill" Ch4l'ler J fl J O"J i. /.nuel oj du' CiJ)' oj Prf;riJenu
:( 'fh fh,. .ltf, "I fhi (;,..ur.,1 .1JJimhl \' R,.IJti"l to tlu C it )· {Providence
I ' t;). l ·heTl' i• .1'''J'~ in a round ",1111111' "f o]J I'm, i,lencl ordinnnccs
tl d,", p'-"'«.-"i"n ut lhl' Societv.

a. On what date thil ordin ance was passed the writer hu not been abk
10 discover, ~ linu t e1 of th e Beard of .\Id ...rrnan mJJ.:e no refer ence to it.
l'he writer is informed by the pre>enl C it}, Clerk, W. ful Dodd, thaI

other minu tes are in J uult in the City Ihl1 celbr. and br Mr. ;\hguire
that th ese POlPC" were !JJd l~' water-soaked during the flood and hurrican ...
of 19 38.

Section 1 of th is ord inance says:

", ... , within which circle, a dev ice referring tu the land­
ing of the hr-.r settlers in Providence, - representing a
point of land on the bank of a river, covered with forest
trees, beneath which a group of savages are awaiting the
approach of a canoe containing Roger Wil liams and his
companions: above which device , and immediate ly withi n
the inner circle aforesnid , rhc wurds ' W hat Chl' lT,:'"

T he writer has discovered flO seals based on this ordi­
nance, and whether such seal ever was made or u-ed prob­
ublv canno t be determined until rhe old records at Citv H al l
arebrought int o some semblance of order. .

Practical ly rhc same ordi nance - the only changes an,
in punctuation - was passed br the Citr Council in 18+5, ~ '

The seal is prim ed on the title page of th e Cturter awl
Ordinunces of rht' City of Providence. 18-15 ., and appears
again 011 the verso of th e title pag e." T hat the ord inance
was passed befon' .Iulr 1+, 18H i-, shown by rhc fact that
the seal was impressed on a certi ficate of J oseph S. Pit man's
-elecrion as one of the judges of the Pol ice Court in Provi­
deuce, bearing that dare and signed by All-ert l 'abodie .
City Cle rk. ' ·

I! kHtll>[ I:'I.\:'\[ ) 111 .. nlKY

which W illiam.. and Angell went alone , is ;\I 05eS Brown's
apparently unautbenticared and presumably unsupported
..tatement in the article referred to above.

T he evidence in support of t he \\' ill iam..-Angel l vcr
<ion is obviously traditional, although Foster present ed it
unde r oath.

N everthe less it m ust recei ve pre fere nce over a whollj
unsuppor ted statement.

T herefore , in the light of this exa mination , the writer
is forced to tnt.' conclusion that if the city sea l j.. to rortra~

the W hat Cheer episode it ...hould show a canoe with t wo
occupants rather than a canoe with five or six occupants or
several cannes wit h l-t-plu.. occupants.

• • •

Chanl!.t'J m tlu' Cirv Seal

T he tin,{ ordinance creating: a city seal for Providence
appears to han: been adopted April 9, 18.1+, and to han'
been re pea led April 6, 1835 "from and after th e fi rst 1\10n­
da y in J une IfLU."'"

~s it had been confirmed tu a former grOllp of lix - ;t six which included
Willi ams, H ar ris. Veri n, and Arnold,

.tre these two Rrouf'i the "s ix which cam" tint" and the seven later
admirte.I 10 the purchase as Ve-in $Utes; Inasmuch as " erin il ob\'ious~
discussing p ropert~ righ ts in his letter. rather tha n mere priorit~, of sett le ­
ment, <orne such situation m i,l!: ht well eaplain " er in '. reference to ~i x

pcnom " whic h eame first' if theTe were actual ly man)' more in the p<tr~

that crossed from Seekonk to Providence.
.-\, fnr " 'i lliam,', enumc rarion, it un ~ in terpreted in several I\ l~'"

aile obvious explanalion !>.:in,l!: that lhese .... ere per'O", he allowed tu join
him Jt ':'n l" nl , ,Inj ,,,,,,ther !'ein!,: lhal he pich ,j rhcm U\' "n hi, rli~hl

frolll ,h I' lin , T hc latter pn" ul11 pli"n i, 10" udic'al 10 be 1",,,iJereJ
without an 1'~h.lu'li,e 'lu,h with " hid , this pl-'l'r i, h.H,lly !, rore r1 ~ en ­
g.lged. hut the fact re lll.li~" that Will i.lIm " sr.uc mcnt in .tlll'liml i, not
clefinitc ; il due~ 1101 'laIc ,,·here ur " hell lhe", four jo ine,l him- t h e~

1113\' have come to him ~l I'm \ idcnrc itsclf for all th.rt <.111 I'-e ,lisn "'cre,1
fro;n the phr.l ,i l1 ~ _ .lld thus the sUlcm"m eln pe .dl",.·",l no mOre
' tre ngth lhan \ ·erio'. in a di'.:u"ion nf h"" man~' pl'r"m_ C.lme from
:->eel onl to I' rOl i.'1ence un thl' l1li~r.lli"n,

1"111 CITY ..1-. \1. ()~ I'Kt 1\ IlH 'l'l
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calm, The canol' i" also
nearer the Ind ian", The
question mark ha:- been
dropped From \\' II -\ T
C H EE R, and thai
phra ..c ha- been placed
within a white cut-out.
T he outer rim i:- double
lined in-ide and cut, and
the ourcrmo-t lint' i,
heavier than [he rest.
Thl: in-cr-iption , all ill
duu hl e c l iue t v pc i:-
H) L'~ 1)F1) 1636, r ut n'.I·u l

tupl CITY I:'\COI~ -

POIL\TFI) 1~32 t at bottom t. Thi .. i.. certninlv one of
rlu- be-t looking -eal... in the whole -cric-. .

mother -eal, eurirclj different, appears Uti the 15th re­
port of the Cit} Audit or III 186 1, l l crc the whole wllcep­
[ion of the scene change" and the canoe, instead of heing
"orne di:-Ian..:e up rhc river, i-, shewn with its bow almo-r
rouching tne :-hure. I rigure J) tThe GlIIOl' remain" clu"t" to
...hurl: in a ll seal-, lun-afn-r. J It will lx' noted that the sea l
her-e i-, two inchc- in dia me ter, with the centre device 11111;

inches acro:-", CI'h l' canoe carries ..ix me n, T he ri m bearing the
inscription i-, triple- lined out..ide and double-lined in-ide.

T he in..criprion i~ CIT Y O F
PRO\ ' I I>I,:;\C E, (at top) and
ro t ' ;\ IJ EIJ 1636, I:'\ COR.­
I'O!L\TI ,:I ) IlU2, t ar botroml.
The centre device , wel l etched, is
in"crihcJ \\'II:\ T C l l E F H in
..ma ll let tcrs on a curve at the top.
Th i-, "cal remained in USc for on lv
thrcc ycar". '

In I ~(j ..j. , Oil the 18th rcport ,
FI(;{'ItF I lhi" ' I\pl' I> "e:tl ga \'c war to

I"ypc F, which is "mailer in d i-

I

KH ODE ISL A;\J) H ISTORY"

• For I"HI""" o{ i,J..11lit'l.,tion llJ~ tlril"r h." l"nned 11", 'L·.t! T .\ PL' .\.
I · h ~· writer h.,. .lni,kJ, r,'r 11,,' pllrl,<,;es "f th;, discussion, I" u"

the L'il.l' \u.litor's rel'0rt,."" crircrion of tI,,· {'h.lll~'" ill d,,' l'rWk,l 'L'.,!.
\lth"lI!:h th~ ot!i..i.rl ...·.lln'.'.I' "ot h.lIL' dunge'll~, lllk n .1> the-,e pri'lle,1
-c.rl- the' )'rint,'J "\;1I111'!<-' He tho" lh.ll ounc mo-t "fkn ttl !'uhli"
"t(L'nti,,,\ .,n,1 "~n° ,I'll' f"'l'" n,ihl L' f"r th~ ull, ... tt!<-.I " ),i",,,n "-' to i"'1
"h.,t tit" ,,:,,1 ,1\<,ul,1 !")flr.,.,-. cl'h" I' rm-jJ el1 ce .I<'I'ln,11 C"ml'.I<l,\ 1,:".1
""[1]plc-te tile- of the e rq'orb, ;111.1. throtlc), it< ,-ourln.'-. it, c0l'i", h,l\'[­
"'-Til 1I,d (or th,· il1mtrJlinn;,

Burn tnl' printed device un
the cup}' of tnt' ordinances o f
I X-l-5 and tnt' imprcs...cd -eal
on the J ud ge Pi nnan certificate
..how t hc ..arne ..cenc. T ill'
cantil', containing four till}' tig­
urc-, i... in the deep di-rance.
rounding a IX'J1~1 in the river
while a group of Indian.. wait"
un the ...bore ill tnt: left fore­
ground. I figure I)'"

T hi.....a me printed ~:ll ap­
Ix'ar.., without tnt" inscription rim, un the Cit}' -\uditur'~

tir ... t report, fur IK-l-X. and thereafter for ... ix year... lin the
annual report ... tlf (hi .... municipal department." T hi... i...
T~ ('I\: H.

On the auditor', report for 1~5+. the -<3.1 wu... changed
h~ tnt' rc ..tor.uiou IIf the Dura circle forming a rim within
which F()t 'X I lEI ) 1616. i... printed at the top and C )' J' )
I~C()RP() j{ _\TF» I ~U2, .u the bottom. T he centre
~lt:\ il'e of rhi ....eal , that i-, to ~a} the view, i:- unchanged.

O n the naif-year report for 1855 ­
rhe eighth report - the -eal i:- 'I\pe B
;Ig:lin; in the other 1855 report - the
ninth report - the ...ca l i:, Type \,

O n the l Zth report , in I ~5g, a new
"e:ll- T }JlC C - i:, u-ed. l f igure 2 I
lhc view i:-, in genera l, the -amv u-, rhc

cur-lier onc, but the etching i~ superior.
l,,,plTially of the trcc-- , and the river i..
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amcrer ( [ ;0 inches overall and 1~ inches across the de­
vice ) with onl y double lines hounding the rim and with
on ly three men in the canoe. (figure +) T he inscriptions
an: the same as T ype I ), excep t [or the sil l' of the let ter­
ing , the additi on of two do t- separating th e top ami
bottom phrases, and U-'I.: of slightl}' fatter letter- for
\\'H AT CI IF. ER.

T hree years later, on the 2 1st repor t, for 186 7, the
T ype F seal ap peared. Not only is this a change to four
men in t he canoe but there is a radical change in the place­
ment of the lettering. T he seal is 10 inches overa ll and the
thin double-l ine rim bears no legend. CIT Y O F PR() \'I ­
DE:\CE is curved across the top of the device, with
WHAT CH EER on a straigh t line below it, At the botto m,
in this descend ing order, are FO U XD ED (straight across}
1636 (straight across ) and IN CORPORATED 1832
(curved) . Wil l iam s, th e standing figure in the bo w of the
can oe, appears to be shaking hands wit h the leader of the
Ind ians, but in t he next foll owing type of seal , which is
similar, it can be see n that what is going on is th e extending
of an olive branc h by the Ind ian, T his ne xt type of seal,
T ype G, is apparen tl y a negative im pression of T ype F ,
with the same scene hut with da rk background and light
figures and let te ring , T his sea l appeared 0 11 the Ci t~

Aud itor's 26th report , [ur 1X72, and remained in use for
10 years.

In 188 4-, on the 38th re por t, sea l T ype If appear:,.
Thi- i-, simi lar tu th e tw u immediatel y preceding it , the
same in size and in genera l placement of the inscription.
T he principa l difference is the addition of the quevtion mark
after \\' H AT CI IE E R and the insertion of this phrase
wit hin quotation ma rks in a white cut-ou t plate in the cus­
tomary posit ion .

T he three seals which have been llsed since I HH 4- are all
re-d rawing- of pre vious scab. T ype I is a re-drawing of
T ype II . I t was used from 1886 to 19 12, when Type J
was fi rst used; again in 1913 through 1915 ;againin 19 18.
and in 192 2.

I
I

T ype J is re-drawn from Types F and G, but more
fre ely handled. T he lettering is in the same location,
but it is black instead of open. T he right background, the
costumes, and th ...· attitudes especially are hand led rnurc
freely than ill the earl ier versions uf this seal. Ty pe J was
used on the audirot 's re ports in 1912, 1916- 17, 1919-21,
1924-, and 1926.

T ype K, re -drawn as a sort of wood-cut negative fr om
T ype I, is, aesthetically , probably the wurst of the nurncr­
ous city seals. I t was used un auditor's reports for 1923,
192 5, and 192 7 throug h 1938.

T he last TWo auditor's reports, for 1939 and 194. 0, bear
no sea l.

M ean while , although a ll these recen t printed sea ls show
fuu r men in the canoe, the sea l used for impressions Oll com­
missions and certificates as recc nrlv as January, 19-\. 1, sho w-
onlv three me n,"" ., .

t his chaot ic condition shou ld jx- ended with the seal no w
desc ribed in detail by ordinance, hut this may nut prove to
be the case. T he ord inance was passed on j\ lay I, 19+ I ; as
of this date, J uly 27,19-\. 1, nu seal has been cut or drawn
according to its specifications for official u-e- by the city of
Providen ce.

It is to be hoped, howe ver, that a fter seeing II di ffe rent
-eals cha nged 23 times in 1.)7 years, th e city will settle down
at las t.

,., ,\ n intcrcsriog example <If this is !hoW II speci tic,,]I., on .\ Ir" :\bgui re' ,
ccrrific.uc of election to dw !I".,rJ "f C"llI'"sser,. '1')" . impressed seal "I
t he 1">I(Um of th e ,10ClI lI1<" llt ~ h m...s three nu-n in t he cancc ; the pri nt ,·J
,c,.1 ",t thl' top ,hows four l1len in th e ,-.Hwe t

D irecto r ies \\' ,lllt t:ll

T he collecrion of directories of Rhod e Island tU \\"1lS 111

the R hude Is la nd Historica l Soci...-tv lack:' several editions,
particularly numh.... r- , in rh...· 19 211'~ and 1930\.

We should like l:~pecially ttl complete our file of Pro vi­
dcnce dirccrurie- in which we lack the ycur-, 193H-19-\.1 .



Commodore Perry O pens Japa n

M at thew Cnlbraith Perr y was horn in Rhode island in
179+. H is familv is a famous one in the annals of the navv,
he and his hroth~rs having followed in their father's fuu(­
steps, \\'hile the career of 'vlut t hew Pe rry was less spec­
tacular than that of his famous brother, Oliver H azard ,
his services were certainly as great. H e served in the W a r
of 1812, and the M exican War, fought pirates and slave­
traders on the African coast and in the West I nd ies and
opened J apan to W estern trade. This last exploit contrib­
utcd the must to his fame,

J apan had been closed to the We-tern world since 16J~

when the Port uguese were exp elled, On ly H olland had
succeeded in maintaining trade relurions, but even her trad­
ers wen: allowed entry in on lv one port, Nagasaki, where
they were treated almost like prisoners. :\ 11 other attempts
to ell rcr J apan, includi ng th ree American expeditions carl in
in the l vth century, had elided in dismal fai lure.

Per ry set out for J apan in 1852, with (Jnl~ fuur -hip-,
(two of which were <reamers I and link hope of success,
It was his courage , patience and understanding of the
J apa nese that saved the day . Adopting the ceremonial of
the j apan ese , he made it known that he was a very high
orficcr of the l Init cd States gll\Crnmellt al1d that he would
presen t President Fil lmore's letter only to a special emis­
'.;;try of the Emperor. Xo one elsc cou ld catch even a glimpsl'
of him. T he J apalll'SC hna llr acceded ro Perr y's demand"
and received him with great ceremony. J ul r 1+, 1K53,
at Gori -hama.

T he following year, returning with :l larger squadron.
he was nble to arrange thc fir"t treaty between Japan and
a Western nation,

All exhibi tion of picture- and objects relating to Pe IT~

and the j apan ese expedition is IlOW on display at the H, I.
Historical Socictv. I t includes a facsimile of the rreatv
mentiOlll'd and a 'series of prints, some of which are repro
duccd in this issue. .v. \-. II.
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of a Pro vid en ce ,hip owne r who had retired ro a South
Count y far-m .

H~' way of int roduction to the-e let tc r- , an d to provide
me background again't which john Congdon Packard'...
new li fe i... ru he con tra -ted . a hrief ou tl ine o f hi, fath t:' r'...
career i-, o tTered here.

Ca ptain Sa mue l Packa rd wa-. th e " O il u f X nrhanael
Packard and wa' bo rn in P ro vidence, O ctob e r 17. 17fiO.
11 1 ~ father owned la nd borderi ng on Xor-r h M ain, H ow­
land, and Tr~ St rn 't ". Caprain Samuel Packard', life fo l­
lowed a fam iliar puttcru of th e time-: il wac, in fact, \ 'e r~

-irnilar to his far he,.' " career. lie was suc ccs-ivclv a mar-
ine r, ship rna... tc r, ...hip -owner, and merchan t. .

1110 owned YJ ... hips, ...ailing fro m P roviden ce I I) all port­
(If the worl d . .\ mlJ rlg thc~e ~hi ps were the ~ I()(lp", Sall y and
(''''11''1'111 (;r" f'lIt', the -chooner -, l amrs, 1~1If, ·! .,,,.;.rf', and
FlyinX Fish, and the brigantines Brrsrv, ":/iZ.'1, Louisa,
and Dolphin.

\ n arden t ad mirer o f ( ;en t:'ral Washington, whe-e ac­
quaintance he had made whe n \\' a, h ing tIlJl vi-ired P ro vi­
dence, Capta in Packard acted fur him in certai n secret wo rk
and , upon his re tur-n fr om abroad in the wint er o f 1;96 ,
he brought some " I1 I1l' "ru ff..." for M ada m Washing ton and
present ed them ttl her pcr-onal lv ar Philadelphia.

O n X ove mbe r l .t, 17'1;, Cap tain Packard bough t at
au ction , for :' 5 725, the prope rty 0 11 t he north "ide o f
Westminster street . formerl y o wned hy J o hn and T hom a...
Young , which i" no w pa rt o f th e Ind ust ria l Tru-t Companv
-i tc. \\' it h the p ropc rr j , wh ich fro nted 36 Feet on We-t ­
min ste r - rrc cr , ran nortbe r fv to tn t' cha nnel in the C O\'C,

bounded on rhc ea,r with :-,a;nuel Hurler .... pruperty and on
the we"l with Benj a min I ·~ddy ' ... , went righ t, in R :1W~U I1"

Foun tain, t he popula r wat er ~lJpply ' ystl> n1 ,)f th aI d:I~ ,

f fe re Capta in I' :Kka rd :lIId hi" £ami 1r lived ill a rnall"i ol1
o f woud :lnd hrick , llle:I' lll'ing 25 fl'l,t Ull lh e ~ t rel' t and
()II feel de ep , It wa, th nx 'lorin h ig h , with a po rch 12
feet sq uare.

A Rhode Islander (;oe, West to Ind iana

( l Hl i - l HI H)

In the Fall o f IH17, J ohn Congdon Packard , 24 - ~ ca r ­
old son of Captain Samuel Packard, and J o hn j enckes, ,,011

o f Colonel j oseph j cnckcs," left their fathers' farm" III

X ort h Kin gstown to go west in sea rch o f fortune. Yf te I'

three months o f t ravell ing hy her-e. in wagons, a nd d own
the O hio br hoar , th ey arrived at Ia:-t at Fort l lar ri-on ,
Ind iana, about :1 year after th at Slate had been adrnitred
10 the U nio n,

In the course of his journey :Illd d uring hi" firs t cc.n- in
Ind iana, J o hn Congdon Packard wrote horne frcqucntly .
1l is letters present a tine \·iew (If certain aspect s of Indi .mu
fro ntier life in 181 8, and re vea l con di tio n- in "har p cont r-ast
ro th e comfortable exi-tc ucc rhnt wa- th e lot in thu, l' days,

, \I r, \ \ 'h ih;. uf I'nl\ i.k n" ~",! L. I ( ." ",,,,, ;..1,, i, ~ I'~l elll ~ llur"e~,

~ membe r of Ih" tir m .. ( \rmin~l"n &: \ \ 'hile, T h ' eJilin):" ,,( Ih, lIu lc r i ~ 1

h~. ht...,n Jone h., I{op': F. 1\,1IIe . l' Ir.I>. {Ib ,,' n) 1'J1 11, ~nJ Ih~J f" rJ

F. ~" ~ n , .\ .H. ( Y~ ld I'J .W. In rhc leltel ,. lhe w ritcr unen I~ild III U>t
perioJ; to en,l -cntcnces. I"hcM: h~H ht...,n ,u n,lieJ wh ereve r il \\~,

lh"UKhl proper , ~nJ Ihe /;" 1 k ll., uf Ih.· i"ll.,\\in!'t "" hi '~l'ilAli ....J,
Br~d, ' I ' h~' e heen umilleJ in .ud, in l~nn..,., I" Huh ior e ~ i., re.llin!'t.
else w hcre lhe~" h~"e ht.·en u.... 1 I" ,,,,1.-...., inM:rlcJ l-'undu~li'>Il lU~rb ~,

well ~s phu se, .
: C..lcucl joseph jcn, le' ( I -',~ · 1-.1", "." rhe ,un ..J .J..11(1 .len.-l

.IlIJ Freel..,,, C rJ\\ furJ . li e ,,~, l-oru in I' rm i I. nrc un F" ' HrJr\ II ,
1;'(,-1, JnJ Ji"J .II Fun I Iarri,..>n I' r~ i r i " \ 'i~" C"u n l ~ , In I., ,"\ s, j'lem ­
bee I .l , 1)Il l!, 1n I ~~ Il he nl.ltrie 1 \ L,n H"'\ er" ,t.'Ulo(hier of h nuhm iJI
H"'...:r' uf :'<,m<:r>cI, \1 ,1" . Th. ~ h~,I·.l"l"" 1~'n1 \1.'.' 2 1, 'J- 'III, "'1.1
1),lnie!. b"t h of whom JI'J"-·.H 1.,I.r in the- lellcr" .I' '''-'f ' l, .Iend e;' (~lhcl

""·neJ J Imu,e Jlhl lau.l .I I I ll,· n"rl h".l,lerh ,·"rna " i H,'ncr'l ,lIhl k,...l ­
,lreel>, J" hn j.·nd, h,l,l buill thc· huuSe:. Ju.scph .!em·l ," i~l h~r "I... ,
!I,l.l ;, .1.111_.ln c Llllll ,11 1l"'1" 1l .'\e.l , \\h i..h hi" i.a ha, 1).l1\ i,,1 Ic'h" l "
hJ ll l ~ >l I ~ h l l) f Ben ;J l1li n 1I,I/ M,! in 17:;11 . .

., .\ n <:;lIly inmr"ie r f""1 .1 1"'" 1 th " 'e mik , up th e· \ \ -.,[,,,, 1, K''''1 frUI1I
T erre 'I Jure. il 11'.1, J1>;, nd" "".1 .1'.' milit.u.1 1''''1 .,I" ,ul JIl! ! , It i, n",
I.. hen Jl1 fus.:,i wil h lh.. pr", ,·nr }-'" n Ih·nj,lln;n l la rt i",,,, lleM In,!i.ll1 .1 1'"li,.

~ ..
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his papers am ong which these letters were found . arc In

the pu..st.....<ion of hi.. heirs.
The writer of thc,l' letter... J ohn Congdon Packard.

wa.. horn in Providence un October 15, 17q~ . the third
child of Captain Samuel and Abigni l ICongdon J Packard .
I It: d ied at Fort l lar rison , Ind iana. on Auguct 2i' . 1R2R.
and. in 1829 his heirs ..old hi.. Ind iana lands.'

Dear Fath er
We arrived lu-re ye... terda} about 11 0 011 lx:ing three weeks

from horne. T he roads in a dread ful condi tion fr om C ham ­
bcrsburgh. T he South M ounrniu before you ge t tll Cham­
her ..bu rgh is Turupiked and Coa l mountain afterward..
bur the rc..t of rhc way you can have no idea of unlc..... you
can imagine three time .. as man y stone... as there ever were
on Ylr. C ardincrs" pasture on hi lls as steep as M axpnr rons
r .\ lacSrarran·~ r for three or four mile... & all the rest
of the way a bead of morter up to the hubb- of the wheel ..
with hole... in many place.. from three to ten or twelve feet
where the rain ha.. washed them 1.1 then you nur ha ve a

' TI,c hn,l ,, ~ ! .,,1.1 in t"" lOl<, \ .---" d ill!!: 10 ~ li'l " f ntlc r~"("orJ,

'" H , C , HuJ,f-~ " If i r '\"' f I'it " C, "'lfl, I nJ i.>. n~ (I )l'1I) . r , 111 , "n
\1." . 17 . 1":2Q. \h ij!"~ i L l'I i z~. l ,mJI _\f-I',· I' .>.d~ r ,l. Wi ll i~m ro . ~nJ

Su~n n.>. C . Hrowu I~ u ,.. n Carolin e ( PJcb r:'!) &"\ ,,n. wife "f "'ill i'>'l11
(;"rtnn Bowe n of C"' " nln I ... ,1.1 In \ \· illi.>.m L,>lU rhc :'\ IIJ of the ~E I I
.>.n,llhc :,\- l~ "f the :'\\ ' I ~' o f Sec. 1 . Tow n 1 1. RJ I1/(,' q . O n Decembe r
Ii . lJ;;lQ. _-\hi ~~il . J-:1 i/ J . JnJ .\ hh, PJ..bt-l . \ \ ' ill i,ll1l ( ; . I\llw " n '>'1\ ..1
:-U"'lfl.' C. H" wc'n ... ,1,1 1" \ \' ill i.>. m· C . Lintnn the .:. I \ lJrth ? I ~/1 "f
.:."... 1.J"J~0 l)f~ \\ ' l lllf~ ,'<"' ! .,llld :'; ~ of~E ' ~ " fSl'r. 2, T own II ,
K.lllgC q, (Or. " if " I', 1 \1.)

" I' rohahl,' - ,m "~ I"..- i"l1~- ru.'k,' !',"Iur., on lh., L>rIn " f S,,-I""'l n (; .n ,l i",,!
."' lll h "f ...."ut h Fn r.' - in 11" ' 10" .'\",·k,

" \ Ll<'~I',lrr.l ll Il ill i' t il" thir,\ cI"'-,llion fwm th., ",,, th CI" \ "f lh .,
1",11{ ri,lg c I.'inl( " l" n/( th " 1\<' ,\ , ;,1" "f tI,,, I'cll a'lu,' m,...-Ull RiI "" I[ i,
th" Ti,,, iIll1ll<"l iJ l<' I..- north "f TOI\ n H ill I'rtll'cr . .lTlJ ,kril'cs its nJO'"
from th c fmw", \ nl(l io n ,tiline. R",-. Dr . J im" , \l.h" ~ l' , l rr .ll\ ,

P itt ..burgh N ovembe r 11t h
JR17

••••

O n I Jeccml-cr 1_\. 17SIJ, Captain Packard had married
\ higail Cungdon ( horn \ pril 26. 1761 I, daughter of

john Congdon of X orth King...town and fourth in desce nt
fr om Benj amin Congdon who had come from the We..t
of E ng land and -ettlcd in Port-mouth, R . I.. bdon.: J une
16. 16ill. Benj amin Congdon bought a large t ract at
l 'etraquamscutr ou September 22, 1671. I II.: i.. reputed
(0 have had ma ny slave... , ke pt 100 cows. and made ... ix large
chcc-e.. a day.

Benjamin. ..0 11 of Benjamin and Eli zub c rb ( Alhro )
Congdon, married F rance ... StatTurd and had j ohn Congdon
whll married Patien ce ;\' orr hup, J ohn and Patience were
the parent..»f J ohn. fnrhcr of Abigail. T hi... J ohn Congd(Jll.
hor-n Fehru ary 28. 1736. married Abigail Rose.

111 179 X, Abigai l ( Co ngdon ) Packard inhe rited a por ­
tillll uf the Con gd on home..tend far m un Ho... tun Xcck From
her father, and it wa... Oil rhi.. land rhar Captain Packa rd
lunlr a hou-c when: the fumil v lived more and more a'
time went UII. I n t he early I ~·nfl ' .. Ca ptain Packard pur­
cna-ed the rema inder of the orig inal farm fro m the other
heir.. and obtained additional truct-, of adjacent propcrtv
.. 0 that eventua flv the fa rm comprised more than 500
acre... It cxtended from Packard's Rocks un X nrragun-c tr
R l\ tu the F i..h Pond at the head uf X arrow Rive r, and
W:l~ hounded 011 the ..ou rh hy the Danie l Cogge..hall I nuw
C:be} I Farm. Captain Packard al-e owned land in Cran-.
ton. R. I. . and ill ll linoi...

Captain Packard furnished hi.. Providen ce and X orr h
Kiug-rcwn home... with tine furniture. china . and ... iIver,
lllan~ piece .. of which nrc ..rill prese rved. Hi-, quad rant
and ..pv-gln.... are in the Sout h Coun ty .\1u..c:u Ill , In ,he
.\1LN ' llm of the \{hude b land Sl...hou l of De..ign arc hi~

fllrni t llrc.: . ..ih-er, ami hi.. portrai t. att rib utl·d tll Jllll e"
J':ar k (~lT frunt COH'r J. and the mirr ur... fr om hi.. \\' e ~ t ­

rninstlT ,treer hou...e. T hl' mir ror:' :,ti ll ... how the wate r
Illark ca u~ed hy thl' flllod during the C reat (;;tk 'If Sep ­
temher 23 . I g 15, O ther p'l ....e...sion... indll\Jing mallY IIf
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his \\J.' from I~o u rh() n CUUlll.' . K,., whither he had moved his [amilv.
10' i i, in Pro\ iJ"n,~' \\ hell I"hn Cum: jon I'JrbrJ me! him in ;-.. .,,, Ym·L
l' l·h.· Co rlis fJllIil,' Jl'l'eJrs'!Jta in the Icucrs.]

• E\ iJenth I !<-n n I ~ (""b,; . mer-·Il.1ll!, liSled in rile' ' e\\ ,"orL Cill
.lireC!or.,' for' I~ t .:; ,~! ',.1 (; r",·n", id , ,tn. I. r he Jirellor;e' for I~ t (,
Ih rough I~t~ li,t him ,1> "n'mmC·rri.l!menll.lll t" al ] ,1 7 I'e.lrl S!Tn-t,
"i l h his h()lll ~ .11 I t i I'.'.l rl '!rlT!. In I ~ I '/ h., w." li,l,",~ ", ;I <" l!llm i ~s i lJ n

me rd, ;ml ;1t Hnx'ille ,tred . ""rna of \I Ll lbn n , T hn c,1fle r h i, n,1me
.lot:> not .lr pe;I T in Ihe" ~e" \\ Y(J r ~ Jirn·lorie' . . O ne Il en r\' I .Kob~ W~>
re,iJinn in I' r'" i,l.ll.t: in 1~ II~ ; po il,I,' Ihe,\ .lre the ,Jllle Per~n , which

M arch }o

:\-J r, J acobs' was kind enough to endorse those checks with
[for I me which nut being done: hy you t hey would nor
axccpt raccept I wit hou t. Stopr one night in :\York &.. one
in l'hila. Ca lled at the her...pirul ro ..cc George .\ Ie Cl el lan
but could not hear o f hi m. T hen called on :\- I r Webster
who keeps a list o f the students and the pla ce rher board
at but cou ld not rind his (.\lcCl d la n-, j name.

T he sm oak is ... 0 thick in t his pla ce I Pit tsbu rgh I that
it seems to he covered in fog and the air so imp regnated
wit h su lpher from the coa l rhn t it i-, very di sagreeable.

.\ Jy horse has stood the journey rema rkably wel l. lie
i... in as good order a.. whe n he ... tar-ted for a ll a J i..ranee o f
566 miles.

We here put o ur trunk, end wag gon o n board of a boat
for Louisvil le the roa ds throug h O hio being ,,0 muddy
and being he ar t ily tired o f rravel iug th at way I mea n ill
the waggon.

I ha ve bought a n :ry good new sadd le he re for 1/1 dol ­
lars which is a... cheap as could be. G ot to chambc rb urg b
to I° j late tu gel them there as the merchants th at came
down wan red them to go back wit h .

We sha ll leave here tom or row Oil hur-..cluck.

E ver yuur :t tiec t iolla te and d uti fu l son

J C Packa rd
1T o I Cap ' Sam! Packard

Xorth Kingstown
R Isla nd

I E nd er-e d in another han d I

ve ry [uinr ide a o f Sidel ing and I .aurel l hill ... th e one heing
7 and the ot he r I n miles over th e -of r part. 1The same
dcscripriou ] will applv all the way into G reen ...burgh .W
miles fro m here and »c cuionlv nfrcrward-. Where We
carne o ff the Turnpike j i ] which wa-; be ing: repaired hei ng
very mu ch cut upl,l we rook what i" called the Summer ­
"t:tt road heing ad vised so to do for the other was alm ost
impassable.

T he road... full of l' llligrants l . 1 I "uppu...e thcv would
ave rage a famely a mile. ~ome of them appear to have
<pe nt al l and arc !legging nil the road. Pa ......cd wagg un...
... tall ed broak down and nlnndon ed an d IHlW and the n a
dead her-c. We met with 110 cxciden r h ut the 10...... of the
Hear "kin . up-ct three or four time:-I , 1 broa k th e tongue
of the wag-g ull and th ree wh ifiier rec ... which I think quite
moderate to w hat so me have mer with. Cou ld not get
more rhau 19 miles per d.u mer th e moun tain ... fr om sun
rise till it -cr ,

T he hOLbe:- from Lanca... rcr I Pa. ] generalr \-err mea n
I .ug hou ...c ... an d like wise a g rea t many ill that and th e
other towns throug h wh ich We pa...-ed. T o g iVl' you some
idea... o f t he l ra \'l· li ng he re o ne ma n wh o kept a tavern
am ongst rhc mouurain-, inform ed L1 ~ that he hn... ga ve ou t
fou rteen tho u-and bu ...he ]... o f oat ... in a ~ ' earl, I which I d o
not d oubt fro m what I seen .

T he -e roud nig ht afn-r we left home we ... rop t at :\ Lon ­
don where we met with I .icut Saundcr... who i......rationed
there and arivcd at :\ York O il Sundae a fternoo n. Saw
.\I r . Co-lis ' there whome I "'lIppO-.e you 'han' -een e re this.

, John Cor l i ~ ( 1";(, , - 11':'; 9). ~ proll1inenl I'rO\·iJ e IK" nWTrhJII' hefor,
h. mo"<'.! hi, LUllil., '" Kent u. L., in I ~ I':;. l i e died in I'Jr i<. K, . lun.
,N . 1';.'-1 , ( ~n· P,',r;Jl"!u'" j'u"IJI, l uh I I , I~ l'} . ) Ii i, f.llh~·r ii,'cJ
11 ......uth \1.1;n JIl.1 I'b ne! ,:red.'. ill .~ house wh;,-h John Corli~ "oki 10
I,.",,· H"w e" l1 . Jr.. in I ~ 1, Corli, lllurieJ ~ll ' ,ln · COIl.II Ku" ,"11 on
F,'hn l.lT:' 2 :;, i~'I I I , .1Ihf in 11'12 h., b ~li h !he h"li'~ 1\ <>W know n .lS lh.,
( .lrr ingtnn I I O ~I"' , Il l' 'o lJ th~ hOU'e !h.· .IC,lr h~ bu ilt il 10 the lin'!
1':.hu rJ C.lrr illt1 l' lIl ,,' ho C1I ll" tn'nl '\ •.,\ 1 1 ~ ' e" n . Corl i. w." on Ill<'
huil.lin ).: uUnmill<'c ,01 ~ l. J ohn" ( hUT< h in I ~ Ill. I":,·j,k nlh he was "n



would explain the cun"c-cli on between Ih,· J .lu)h; .InJ !'Jeb rJ families
" h ieh .Ir J"",1 u in the CO uT"" uf Ihe letters.

• Buurhon Coun l.". K~' ,. \\ JS ere ... le.1 from r U I of Ihe , ,1,1 tcr ritorv of
F...y"lI" Coum y, Ky" h~' the ~ 1 .1I " of \ ' i r~ i n i ,1, whic h t hen h<:1,( lh <'
rcrri rorv, in 1 ; 1'l ~ ,

10 Soon of the J ulin Corl is rucntioned in f'M'!\1o !<: 7, he "J ' hu rn in
Providence on :\h rch ;, 1791.

I I DJl'iJ l lic km.rn, who .Iie. l bctorc I ~ I~ , li e hJ,1 .IOIl ;wres Oil

Loopers k iln in HUllrhJl1 COllnl.' ,
'" j oseph Corli•• hm lher "f J ulL " .In,1 sun of [" hn JnJ ~u;.an Condv

( Rus.;elll Corl is ; hnrn ~I Provid ence nn ;c.: o\'em~r 5. 11QZ,

Dear Fat her
We arri ved he re on the 23 and shall leave:' here on the

morrow for Indiana. J ohn Carl is" goes with us. We
found the roads very bad. \\'a~ not much pleased with
Ohi o the country throug h which we came being very hilly
and the soil poor excepting about Scioto where it is as fine
as can be possible for land to be.

I called this morning on M r. I I ickman" to enquire abo ut
his P lantation. H e is a very old man and is confined to
his room and has been so for some rime. H e has a hoe
place of about th ree hundred acres or upwards about one
hundred of which is clear with a good log house a log
barn and a number of cabbins and a verv fine orchard. A
stream of water runs in from of the bouse about two hun­
d red yards oil. H e did not know how much stock it wou ld
keep-s-not having kep t much as he has been confined so
long---but Solid it would a great dea l (his exp ression). H e
did nor th ink he would part with it now. H e says he has
been offered 25 dol lars pr Acre and thought then he woul d
sell but gave it up. The place will be sold at his de ath as
it is more than he can give tu one uf his child ren haveing
a num ber.

I thin k I should prefe r a place nearer town fur there i'!o
110 societv about here. Xl r. Cod is' s fame lv I believe arc
sick of this country thoug h they d o not say' much abou t it.
T hey are much pleased with Lexington and would like
to be nearer. j oseph" ... tays there and at ~l rs , Brake n-

ridges allmost all his time . H e is Josey st ill. I was much
pleased with the country about Lexing ton and the town
itself. T hey arc buildi ng a very neat Colliage" the re .

W heat is selling here fur 62 1/2 cents corn JJ 1/ J ets
and salt at 2 dollars pr bush el] . T here is a company that
have engaged the salt at all the works fur :I numher of
wars which has caused the rise,
. T here is a great di fficulty about land as there is so many
old claims to UJIC piece and they are continua lly' hun ting
them up, T here is one that takes about 20 or ,W acres
of ~ 1r. Corlis 's far m.

~J y horse is in fine order still but has the scratches \'er~

bad which makes him qu ite lame with one foot. H e is now
much better haveing run out in the pasture days eve r since
he has been here.

There is no news of any importance. T he people are
cmmigraring from here to the Missouri and Alabama in
considerable numbers.

T here was a steamboat the other dav bound down the:
river tha t "truck a ~awycr (as they call it L1a tree that ha-,
gut Iasr ill the river) ill the nigh t and sunk immediately.
Fou r of the pa"'!oengcrs- -o f which there were a llulllber­
were drowned, T he rest got into a skiff and gu t onto an
island that was uninhabited with cur there clothe s as rhcv
were asleep when the boat struc k. They -rnycd there ail
.h ~ and at night u boat that was corning down the r-iver
" Tr~ns~'l.-;lni~ LOl lleKe, ,\ceorJinlo( 10 11" /,,, ," "l Lo m ,.",,, , A" ,. h,'

G, \ \ '. R...nck lC ine i nn ~ l i . !lO;l) . il \\ ... Ihe .. tir.1 r<:gubr in.riuuicn ul
lenning founded in Ihe mighlr WC~I : ' II " .IS founded ,It I.c );i" gto"
in 171111. wit h Rev. J ,1me~ :\Iour e ... s the lif>! president . In 1;9lO it
mcrgeJ wit h Kcnt uek~' , \c~Jem~. In 110 1'; ""h,1nJ~m,, calkg" building"
"',IS erected on the I.lWII in frunt of ti,e earlier t-uiIJing, Dr. [,lilieS Hh lhe
\\'''s presiJ ent .l1 this tim c, 0 " Decembe r 1' /. I I'll I'l. Dr, I (ur""e H~Ib
,'a11le from :\1a' >.lChU""11 1 10 be Ih.., Ihirel pr"sid..,n!. Dr. ,\11',1 \\'oo..i,
(179 -4 - 111117). who W,1 . pre, iJ"nl J.I intcrim of Hrowu U nlc eesh v in
I i126-2i, W.IS pre, i.!.:nl of ' I'rnnsvlvm!» ill 11'l 21l- 31 . III 1.1Il u.ln ', t Ho 5.
rhc trustees cun""ye.1 the pr<Jper'I~' 10 K en l u rl~ L'n ;, er, i'l," on 'Ihe con­
ditjon Ih~1 Ih.l t insti tu t ion would mo ve 10 r... xin l/:!oll• .lnJ il h.ls been
Ke lll u c k~ l ' ni...:r.il,I' el,'r since. I'ru h"hl," ;IS h"'l lnuwn gr ,1J".lle " ',,.
) elfcn on Davis,
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Fort l lar rison I Ind ia na I J a nuary I eirh [ ~1 s

I torn I
.Ie Packard

••••

I':\'er Your \ffecti llnat e
I wrote l-nrhcr from
Pir r-burp h which I "llpJlo"e he recei ved

IT o I Cap t :-".1I111 Pack ard I E IH.ior-.I:J I an-wcred 'vlarch 20

Xort h King-t own
R Island

1lear Father

I arrived he rt" 011 the fourth ins. after heing- detained
in Greenville a "ma ll town about 16 miles from Louisville
( in rhi... state ) [ i.e., G reenville, Ind iana I 22 dnvs on ac­
count 'If mv Her-e who has the scratches "u had thur he
could not t;-;I\-il hi" 1cp being: swo ln and (Tacked to hi"
knee". l j enckcs a nd Cor-lis came on [.1 it heing at that
time uncerta in how long I ...hould he detained 1. I lc j "
howeve r in :I " g oo d orde r as when I start ed the journey
havi ng not taken IItf hi, flesh .

T he price of land ha-, enhanced here mu ch more th an I
expected a" the p,-irl' i-, no w about six dollar" cash pr Iacre
for a I quarter "t'(! iol1 the cheapest . T here wn ... one quarter
-uld for 5 do llars c I"h about a month agu which i" the
[,)west of an" that h.r-, 11l'C 1l sold for some rime. T here is
, I number ,i quarter- [or -ail but the price they n-k i-, I n
dollars. T here an.' "line quarter- belonging to nonrcsi
dent " a nd "o rne 'If them \ I:ry Iinel.1 one of which be long­
to \ Ir Paul of ...;,~ C1.lir"\ilh: [Ohio ] to whome I intend
wr iting- to know hi" tcr-m-, if he should wish to -cll . His
Ill'ing- purchn-ed at the "ai l ICovcrnrncn r ,,:de 1 pcr hnp-,
may be bought ,m h COlT terms. T he good land in this -tute
i, pn.:tty much t' n tl' rnl which hr the war Iherl: i" nut a
great deal o f e X("ept ,m the \\'aha"h wherl' it j" the tine"l
I e\ 'er saw .

rook them down 10 a place WhlTC they could procure
clothes. One uf t1H,:t11 wrote from Xatcbez ro h i~ father
in Le xin g ton saying that plan: IXurchc z ] continues n:q
sicklv that there is nor more than an hund red white [umclv ..
in [ O'W II and ..j. ur 5 die in a dav. .

With the grcare-t esteem i remain you r dutiful ~IJII
P S. I wish you tu write, and d irect to Yincennc-. JC P
Dear Elisa IJ ohn's sister J

I d ined yesterday with Xlr. Brad ford " in L e xington.
H e is a ver-y tine man and .\ Ja r} ,-\n l1 ' is hal1ds' lIl11: I~

situated. T her lin: ill handsome sty le and intend vi ...iring
Provid ence in rhe sp ring . She is not quite so handsome
;1:> formerly. .\ lis'S Spears I han : nut seen. 'she i.. repre­
-cntcd :IS vcrv tall ro und shou lders and hcmlv . 1·:Ii"a
j ohnson i" quite pn.·tr~ I; I "ht' is abo ut the size 'of Lucy
Reynold" and a t t ime s make s me think of her. I wi"h you
to write tu me all the news a" I am verv anxious flJ hear
from horne.

:\1\ . best love [0 mo ther and all the rest of tht· fa tllcl~

and ~1l enquiring fri ends.

"ChJrle' Bu J f..- ,l , who m~,"rie I \ 1Jr. .-\nn Curli,. JJu~h!"r uf
Juhn In,i :':1 III ConJ .\ I Ru..scl1I Corli-, .. n ' cptcrnl>c: r 10 , 11<01- . H e
\\" J ' ~ c"'"P"u) in H art ' , CompJn~-. "hi,1\ \\J" uno: of ,i'( unit> of 1"lun­
len. r~i><:J in JnJ abou t Le ~ i ll l! lOn , K~ .• JI ti,e u:llhre Jl Ilf the \\'H o f
1101 2. JnJ \\ J ' \\ounJe J in the· B.ll lic "i Fre", hl"wn ( nm\ \l ' lI1 roc)
"n the Raisin Ki\ n in .\ Iic-hig.ln. hut e"'.'pd the Raisin .\ h ,..n-rc. l ie­
Ji o:,1 11< 22 ( ~) . I n, f.ulwr W.l< 1"[, ,, llult" rJ. "nc' of Lexington 's 1Il<J, I
important ( i l il.c'Ib in the ,dtk;IICl1t\ .",Irh -l ;l~ '5 . J"h n Br.ld fo r,! w,,,
chairman of the trustees "f Lc xington in 1- '12. II " \,~" J printer, Jnd
(ounJ"J th" A'''lfttdu- (;. :I'ftl' ll - " -\. II,,, nr-t lle \\'F'~rcr ruhlish"J
"cit of the \!IqlhJlli,-;. III 1- "" h fl,hr,h"J tlLc A"" fUr!u- Hml't./"
the lint pJlIIphl"t printed 'h I ,~- th II .unt. ;n,. II , printeJ I"o"l, J

.nll- J; 17'H , ~n.1 \\J< the t"r l~· I I'r·nr, li e \\,\ ,h.1ilnun "i Ih,·
tr us'te,-; of Tum~ h~ni.1 Cu!k~". H , f ugln in th,· Revolution mJ
.1g~in,r the l ndiaus .tt C h illi, nll ,·. B<>r l1 in Fauquier C"u n t ~· . \ .1., in
17..Q, h,: 1l1 .11rin l F li/ .l. ,1.III/!hln "~I C,' !,l. IL ui.lIn in .I ,Im"" ill 17,,1 .
.IIl,l ,d d",l in Lcxingtnu in 1;--::;.

10 \ lan· .\nll (Corl i<) Il r.d l()r.I (I - '1"-1 Sf>l l \\.1 1><"n ill I'r'" i,kun'
0" [)c c c~l>c:r 1. I - 'H . CIt.lr1e> Jill \ 11n .\nn 1I" If" rJ h.d \\ ' ilk ull
Ru,.;cll Br"dfo!.! on 'h~ 1'1. l s I" "h, JieJ in 11',,1
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You call have no Idea of the country un less you should
sec it and the improvemen ts within the 2 years past for at
that rime there was not a house wit hin 10 miles of the Fort
and now there is at least two hundred , on H oncv creek
prairie yOll can St.T at least 10 I.] and line quarter' section
sold there for 15 dollars pr Acre. At T erre H aute there
was not a tree cut and now then: an: upwards of 20 houses
and in the course of the next season there will be a great
many more.

\\"c attended a ha ll there last evening w here t here were
about -1-0 persons. \V C were very agreeably disappointed
for we enjoyed ourselves very much which we did not
expect but having had two invitations before r,1which we
did not axcept 1. 1 though t it our du ty to go no w. T he
company was very respectable and every thing carried all
in order. T he musick was \'ery good being furnished by
Major Ch un I ~ I of the p ort.

Fort H arrison prairie is abo ut 12 miles in leng th and
about five in bread th the la nd not on a dead Ievi l hut
ro lling eno ugh fo r nne situa tions for houses. T he soil 011

one of the noll'S Iknoll'S I (where Jcnc kes is ageing to set
his house and whe re we dug to day for an ice house ) I
found to he 2 feet and six inches I thick 1but in the hottum
land I suppose it to be twice that thickness of a strong black
loam. j enckes has made his fortune in this speculation for
his property wo uld sell at any time for thirty thousand
dollars he having some of the choicest prairie and wood
convenient and las t evening he was told that on one of his
quarters about 5 miles from town there was a fine mill
set [s ite ] which in this country is a fortu ne of itsel f.

J ohn Ij enckcs I is very anxious for his father to com e
out and I wish vould come with him for I think such n
country as this is worth seeing. J':sq Bro wn the Gentleman
with whome we hlJard savs he has known 56 bushels of
corn being taken from th~ acre with nothing more being
done to it than dropping the corn in the furrow and turn ­
ing the next upon it, T hi-, he knows to he :1 fact as the
come was measured.

lcuckes and mvsclf went aCl"ll~" the river on the 9th
with an intention ·of going to set' the grand prairie in the
lllinois hut did not get out mort' than 7 miles hy night
when we encamped. I n the night it began to snow and
co nt inued so to dll until! morning when we made our tracks
hack again where we arived about ~LLn"t:tt pretty m uch
fatigued.

T he weather ha~ l-cen very bad and a number of very
wid days and the snow the deepest that has been seen
which was about 3 inches I feet ? I,

I sha ll make a ll cnquirys about land that I can and
perhnpsc there may he some found that can he hought
cbcc pcr tha n what I huvc mentioned and I wish yOll to
write me soon what is hest to do. l-or the pre-cur I shall
gll with .Ie nckes when he goes to l i ousr K et'pi ll? wh ich
will be abo ut a month.

I wrote you from Lexington ill which I requested YOll to
direct to \ ' incel1 nes hut now I wish vo u to direct he re a"
there is a mail that run" weekl y I illegih le I Fort H ar rison
hy war of Vincennes.

.\ Ir expenses up to this time are :f.15 ,\.7JCb including
what I have bought.

Wi th the greatest res pect I re main your dutiful ! son
fCP ackard

Rem em ber me part icular to .\l othe r and the ;'est of the
tame ly and tell them they mus t write me a ll the ne ws,
I shal write as soon a" anyth ing pa rticu lar occurs,
IT n ICapt Sam ! Packard IEnd ursed I Answered \ Ia rch 2(1

N ort h Kngstown
Rh ode Island

( To hi' I'Onli}//(r:d ill t trr 1/0,:1 issue I
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Edited b.I' l .il'ult n,lnl-C(,j,m,,1 F,lg.lr Erskine I ~UI1l'" Prcsidcnr
of the :-:nciel." o f lh e Cincinn.ni in Ih" ~la l" "f \ 'i rgini" .
B .1h i rno ~,, · till" .I" hm I I 0 l' ~ i l1 ' I' r"S', 1'111, xliii .i. -J. i 2 l'P"
followed f,y ,1 Hi\,liog raf, h,l' of C(J~one l FI UI11<: ' s puhliclliol1S
about lhl' ~(K ie l,l' of C;nci11I1 .11i ,

T his valuable publication 1>,1' Ih" w"ll-known hi<lorian of th" Cincinnati
inclu des numerous letters IOG"n"r,1 1W .1 ; hingt,,'l preserved in th" Sm.-il' I.'''
archives, an d never before printed . T hese dorurucuts ~ how , for one rh iug,
the favorable r"' I-'" n; t of rhc Fren ch otJiccr, to th e ~o('i etl' , ill contrast 10
thc suspicion a"!,l do wnright hostilitv with whidl it \\ ,1<'rccci,'c,i bv the
;\ mcr ic,m pu blic. ,'\ h rgc pUI "f tl;" t'o rreT " n .Jl'nn ' ("On,;,t, in apf, lica­
[in", fo r n.lrnission from Fr ench officers, inc luding 111.1111' who we re 1101
d iredh- l'nlPgtd in t he ,-\ rntr iO Il \\' -H, bUI Wl'fe '1.1ti"';1',1 in til<: \\' 1" 1
Ind il's du rin g hostilitn-s, El en the officers who ;lccoll11u nie d l .a I'c ru ll' ,"
in hi, 11lelllocal,k "".1'.1,10" of ell'l" r,ll ion " 'i ,h",l In rn'"il'e the ('mde,1
E.1gk. \\'a, h ing ron. as is ,llro,l', kn"wn. 1\.1 , much ,1i,mdwJ bv Ihl'
unpopularitv of the ~,,<· i l't .l' in\m~riCl. H e .lid hi, best b: ' cn rrc,ronJ "nr c'
to ohl-,in ,1 "full ,mJ re'perl,1hk" rcprcscnt.rtiou of ,Iek gale< 10 the tirst
G~ne r'l l \kcl ing ,11 Ph ib J "l f, hi" in I ~~'L ;m.l whe -n elen d I'r ", id t n t
Gcna al used his influence ttl lu, ,· 1hc hcrc.iun rv Ic.uurcs "f the ~( )(" i d \

abolished . T he (~ ene r., 1 :\ k t li n.e mer hi, " i, h'<" . but a' several of Ih~'
~ t.' l c Sucictics refused to ratif~' the ch,1l1g" in th c nll1>lillll ion, nu-ml-cr ­
ship h.1 descent rcm ainc.l in forc c , ,111-1 it i, rrohahlc Ihol the ~n".-icI,'· of
the Ci ncinn,11i i< Ih" olde'l Iwre Ji l,'r\ o"l n in existence 1mb", :\l.lll '
curious an d in tl'r<'sting doclllnent, ;Ire ;" "II"l l·<I in t his book ; "tl1,;n.e th,'n;,
t he application of an .t mcrican utliccr fo' 1ll,'m l-wr;hip 0:1 the .eroun,llh;1I
it \\'ou l,l bclp h im to /l: ~t O[ LI of ;.1il: ,1 letter from T om Paine ,'nc l",i ,,?
" song h<· had writtcn for till' C i'ncinn ,ll i, unfo-tu untc!v 10<1; ,w,l \\'" ,h­
in .etnn\ cordill "" )-' ,,n.ll' accolLnl of h i~ journcv In 'lttl'nJ the l' hil;d clph i"
meeting.

Fo r RIllld " Isl.l1l .J hi,lof" t hctc ,I :e ' L' ·., r.11 lcuc r, (rom C;"n<:r,11 Ciree" e
,md other p rumincut RIlI;.Il' Isl.1 11<1 members and <un,ln' rcfc rcuccs tn
thc' th teolell" d ,lilf,andli,u11"nl h·.- d l<" ·l\ll' kgi;1.,tu[(' "r .lI1\' Cil i/" 'n of
Ihc' St.u c that joined th~ '''O,-iL't.I'." 'I' ll<' h""l; coac lll,k , wid; .1 ' !I - l'''~l'
Biog l',l phic.i1 ~ UrFk nl<: nt fl"I' ""ting dl<' "-'IL"r' of th c' letters.

T he lette rs of F re" c/' "Hi<"<:r' cont.rjn 11\1ll'It illf"'111,l1i"n , ,Ol11e' "f it
,jouf,tl l'" !1~W. <>n mil itar: ,11,,1 11 ,)\",1 (l1'~:,lt ; O ' 1>. On 1'.11;<: 11 'i L II ',m ,'
is l·"ruinl., ' I ,' A,' ", ,, ( J I;!I';I!1.I); f", th,· vvritcr, l " '1_' I.,in I,c' (~ " r ,j " u r ,k
T ilh ', "';IS r ""' Tl Llllo!n "f Ihl' FrL'IKh ""CH·!t<: 1I' ,;" ll i" ,,"'" whirh IhL
COml,. ,k (; r,,,,,' 'L'nl 1l> hoer"'" "ikL r f '''l11 lit " (;"" <"[11< ' [ "f L'll l' ;l.

~. E. \1" 11 1' '' '

I

,I

News-No tes
With this issue we have a new title for the quarterly.

RIJOtf! IS/tUJ'/ lliJ!ory was chosen because it seemed more
descrt)tin: than did Collrrrions, which was appropriate
when the matter was collected rather than wrirrcu espe ­
rial]- for the puhlicnrion.

A':.. ..: Van H ocsen has been appo inted Assistant Libra ­
rian . Under her direction an inventory of the L ibrary is
beirg taken , with the hel p of a grant fr om the \V.P .A.

'.he Society gratefully acknowledges the help of Hyron
,c. Ru ~~ey in indexing the Publications, which the Society

~bl i~hed quarte rly from 189.1 tu t 90 1.
T he Socictv has had all active and varied lecture and

meeting program during the fa ll season. At two evening
mee tings, P rof, J ames H. fledges of Brown University
d iscussed the wealt h of material which lies in the Bro-u:n
I/}I, / l -crs Papers, and Bern hard Knollcnbcrg, librarian of
Yale University, spoke on [he correspondence of (;1:11.

Nuthnnncl Greene and J ohn Adams, T wo Sunday after­
noon lectures attracted large aud iences : CuI. H . Anthony
I ryer spoke on " T he Romance of the Treasures uf the
H isroriral Society, " and J ohn H utchins Cady, A,1.A., gave
all ill ustrated lecture on " H ow to Identify Old H ouses."
The afternoon of Novem ber 15, t he society's members
in-peered the J ohn Brown H ouse. T wo meetings of out ­
side organizations have been held in the cabinet. H enry
H ornblower , j r. of H arvard University, spoke on the
excava tion of Colonia l-con tact sites at P lymouth at a meet ­
ing of the Narragansett Archaeological Society, for which
that society insta lled an educationa l exhibit of Ind ian
material in the picture ga llery. W ill iam G. Roelkcr, the
libra rian. spoke before the Colonia l Dames nn HA Romantic
Episode in the Life of Ben j amin Franklin."

T he Society recently has received a number of genealo ­
gie~, liy exchange, from the Arnericau Antiquarian Society.
Accessions have been numerous lately and we hope to d is­
cuss thl:ln more fully ill the next issue.

T he Society now has 750 Illl:mhers, an incrt;a~e of JJJ
since .'\o\'emher, 19..j.O,

W . G. R.
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