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An Italian Painter
Comes to Rhode Island

H E I. E ~ :\" F. R ~ t: Y ·

Several year... ego a Ginning company published an article
which began : "~I icnde Felice Cornt'o is a name epicures
should revere, for canning lure tells us that he is the man
who introduced tomatoes iuto the American diet. Aside
from that, nobodv seemed to know who he was, or what
he did heside~ acti'ng as a 'tomato missionary'. ": M uch th e
same thing might he said hy R hode Isla nder- who admire
the tine architecture and romant ic decoration of the ea rlv
19th ccnrurv: man v of them know Corne onlv as the
painter who uecor.ttt:d th e interior of the Sull i\::ln J)orr
H ouse," 109 Benef it 'street. Providence, and who painted
on the wall " of " The Ylou nr" in Bristol scenes from the
story of PduI IJllI/I 'i rxini'l and a view of th e owner 's sugar
plantation ill Cuba.

• H elen :'\ o: rn~" is an ~"i>tJnl "n lh,· ,u lf of the \I us,:um of .\n.
RhuJ e h "' nJ ::"·h;.ll of Design.

I " Corn'; In.l T UlIl .I«.l<:, ". C"N'-',. T Ill" . \1.I,~,,::.i!/ r .,j 'w Am ...·i.-.1'1 C,,'1
C', mf."'-I·. .\ r ril I' I N , 1>.

" Sec lIiogu phir', l1 :-';ot<', f'Jge -;2.
" " T1o e \1 " 11 11 1," built h.l "C'f,c,i l1 Jim " De \\",,If (1 ~O ~ ). w~s ,1e­

,(m.lcJ h.I' ti re in 1'J1l1 . .\ pictu re of the .lrat\'i n~ ro omc--probablv ,Ie...,­
u tcJ bv C" rn,;- mJ \ he {Hun.:! in ,\lici.l II. \l i.IJlc wn\ U fr it! C",.,,fi.1.1
,m,1 s ;c, 1" " 1.;/',,,.1 ('lIri,t"I , 1'I ! 'l ) . JIll .

"



; T hi, ,lJlJ "d, n frn'-".... in the lJorr :".l.lnsi" n ,Ire r,'pr",lu r r cl in the
r--..~ , l; " h',f I'K" If" " ',1 flit F"~i,." n ','I th,. II ',,/If ',1 th~ Fr','1t f . ,,! ,'.\' ,1'1'/
1""/'" ',I tll,. II"I"~, III') /lol ~lit Strut ( l'r",j,!enn', 1 ~7i) whirh W ,l'

~i 'Tn ".\ .\ lr" I h' ll f~ ( ; . Ru" d l to lh,· Rho,lr hl.HI J :>,h' M,1 of Dt', ign
l ,ihLlf r freun the lih'.lr,I- nf her lllnth n. :".I r<. .Vnn \I k n lll"rrj II ,·, .
,l"u~h !"r of ~u ll i l .lJ1 [)" rr ,IllJ "if" " f \ lo'<:s Brown II " .

known a~ a painter of wal l-paper and [re-cocd wall deco­
ration in and around Salem. In several old huu-e-, we tind
murals that ~trli~ticaJlr rese mble so ~trollglr his known
work in the Dorr M ansion, that then: i~ little doubt that
the }' are by hi-, hand. H e was called to Boston to decorate
the H ancock H ouse and in 1810 he: repeated the same
view in fresco fur Sullivan Dorr-, a view of his old home,
the rom an tic H:t}' of X nples."

In the Dorr Xlansion this scene is found in the parl or,
illustrated on page 68. T he subt ]c line and colo r!' blend
l'a~ily with the rich r et delica te mahoga ny fu rnit ure , nunc
uf which breaks the line of paint ing above: t he dad o. Less
romantic minds find here a strong resemblance to an en­
graving of l Iognrrh whose work Curnl' frequently copied .
Even so, in th is s(ene, :'IS through out the hUIJ~c . his render­
ing: makes it his own. l it: was able to combine accuracv
of detail with well pla nned space. T he continuity of th~
pictu res in t his room is par ticula rly remarkable, and al­
though the accent i!' un the scenic bav and a classical rui n
un t he oppo-irc wall , one is attracted to a rockv scene in
the corner which show- -eemingly hundreds of til;y soldiers
in scarle t coats wind ing their way up among the c1itl~ from
the shore. :h in a Chinese painting- of the Xorrhern -chool,
one continue- to lind -mall vivacious figure s alm o-r hidden
in the land-cape.

In the central hallwav, so characteristic of the hou~es

of the earl r IROO\, there i-, the same charming continuity
between rura l lund-capes, ruins, and n hunti ng scene.
Wi ndin g up the -tairway to the ha ll above are lilacs, -now­
balls , roses and other flowers from a Xew E ngland ga rde n
again-t a rich background of masses of briflianr grecn
foliage. (~c hackg rollnd of illust rarion. J :'\0 words or

(,{, RHODE I:-I.. \ ;\ n HISTORY

H i~ wor~ in the I ~orr M ansion, the bc:~ t remau\lng ex­
ample of hIS domestic wall decoration, -rimulure, one to
explore fu rther into his life and works. It is well -known
that Corn;' as a young man came to this countrv in the
year _180~. H.e. sought pa~~lge on an American ship from
the Captain , El ias H ackert Derby, Jr." It was for Derby's
~lruther J~h.n that Corm: executed the commission of pain t­
mg the ceiling of the Derby cupola which now stands as a
sum mer house in t he ga rden of the Essex Institute in
Sale m. 1ts ceiling is stained but the colors arc still d ist inct .
O ne ca.n pick ~ut the ship "It. r emon which had brough t
the artl~t t? thi s country and which he chose to paint again
and again 1Il watercolors and oils.

Corn e's rJ.1ari ne paintings won the approval of sea-go ing
!llen for their accuracy. According to Dr. William Henrie)"
III I ~O'k " 1\1r. S:orn,: continues to enjoy his rep utation ns
a painter ~f ships. In eve r}' house we sec ships of our
harbor del ineated for those who have navigated t hem.
Painting before unknown in its first effor ts, is now common
among our children."

T o be sure , Corn;' tried his hand in other fields. H e
copied a paint ing of old Gove rnor Endecorr that was pro­
nounced fair." Other portraits, many of which are now
in the Sa lem East Ind ia :\ h rine H ail , were often not as
good. Critics han doubted th e authe nticity of the so-called
~If-po:trait i~ the R~dwood .I..ibrarr at X~wpon , ~a }'ing
th at It IS superior to hIS work III q uality of Ime and hand-
ling of form. .

Corne had slightly more success as a sig n painter and
as the assistant of Samuel :'\Icl ntyre, woodcarver and archi­
tect of Sale m. In addi tion, he had acq uired two pupi ls, one
of whom, George Rtlrc~ , soon became as well known as
his teacher as a painter of ships. Corn e was also becoming

.• Rohert E. I'caho,I.\ . " ,\ \ '''yaRe to the .\l cJ i t e r rane ~n Jurin/;!: the
:" ~roleon i c Wars," l' " Mi,-.;/i',!/J, T he Colonial Socic tv of :\IJs&;l chuscll '
XXXII, ~ O'i - 14. at 5 1_1. ..,

: \~'. Bender . I~i",)' '-1 lI" iN!,,,,, Hnl~/~)' ~ Sa le!n -. I?07) . Ill . (,It
:'\ 0""- h~nglllg III the .uucnca n ,\ nl l' luJn an SocIety, \\'O rCe~ l e t.

.vx 1"1".\ 1.1.\ ;\ P.-\I;\TER 6 7
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re productions can possibly con ve y the vivacity or the char m
in th e simple rendering of hi" tiny figures in thei r romantic
landscapes. Techn ical dexteri ty found in some of his
sketches i-, lacki ng , hut the figures have a jerky action that
is engagi ng in ib gaiety" I t i~ am using to find in one corner
an incongruc u hunti ng sce ne in A fri ca. Two gentlemen
quainrily drcs ed, even to top hats , arc shown kneeling
beneath palm trees and shooting at tw o tr opi cal bi rds
cas uall y head ing toward a clump of trees whi ch might
easi ly grow in the D orr garden .

T hat particular scene bri ngs to mind anoth er in the
Sal em F a... r Ind ia .\larin e l ia ll . It i... found on a t irescreen
and th e title is Cupe T O'".I.:lI, ..I f ri'·d. \\"e rea lize Corne's
better known work T ile Canto n Factories was d one from
all e ngraving, because uf similar reprod uction" uf the vie w
hy ot her art ists. :\11 the same, it i~ amusing to th ink of his
painti ng a ny such scen es successful ly, having see n neither
:\ frica nur the O rien t except in pictures. One cannot help
but smi le aguin when Itx)king at h is so- cal led l .mJdi"x of
Iht' Pilgrims, I an ot her painting: no larger tha n the fire
scr -ee n j." I t ~how" a hand of red -coated soldiers la nding
on a ~hon.: too rocky to be M assachuset ts, and the shi p that
i-, moored uff-...hun: i:- a Br iri-h man -ot-war. It is, of course ,
pu...... ible that this picture ha-, bee n misna med or wa... a copy,
and wa... nut a product of hi~ un restrai ned imaginatio n.

T he demand fur hi~ work wa-, near ly exhau... red when
th e begin nin g of th e tvar of 181 2 aroused patriot ic fervor
and he moved to Boston to gr eater fame and fortune , I { i ~

exper ience in marine pain t ing stood him in good stead.
;\ large ex hibition painti ng of th e batt le between the
Cmulil lliion and t he C urrirrrr executed simply, un wh ite
pape r with opaq ue wate r color ... , a method he had used
to d ecorate th e wall ... of hou'oC~ . wa ... the heginning of his
~ uccc~~, Scenes of othe r naval e ncou nter», com p leted in
rapid - uccessiou , were praised by the na val ex perts for
their cxa cruc-,s with re-pect to the rela tive ~i z l:~ and posi-

• 'I' ll< rJint;nl!"' mentioneJ form onl~ J r JU nf Ihe inte re' l inR collec­
lion of Curn,,', \\ orl f..unJ in the FJ;t InJ iJ ' b rine IbU. ~Jkm .
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tions of the ships. T hese la rge exh ibitio n pieces were
shown at a sma ll fcc, in and around Hoston, and were
acclaimed for some vears un til th e excitemen t of the war
began to decline." l 'nfortunarely, too, the works had been
dune rapidly with inexpensive materials and were begin­
ning to show the wear and tear of thei r ex iste nce. ;\ few
t hat rem ain arc tucked away in the Peabod y Museum.
Reprod uct ions o f Corne's more last ing ill ustra tio ns of
nava l bat tles may be fou nd in Abel C. Bowen' s ,\',r~'1l1

,\lomon~1If."· T he originals of these engraved plates are
prese rved at the ~a\'J.1 Academy at Annapolis.

O nce again Corn; was shrewd enough to realize that
his popularity was dwindl ing and the ti me had come to
move. So it was that in 1822 he ret ired to Xcwport with
his fr iend :U1d assistant, "Hilly" Borr omore, wh o had se rved
him for so many years, !:tying on washes, preparing paints
and cleaning brushes. I n Xewport it was Bot rom orc who
actively supported the ho usehold by selling Italian pa-r ries.
Comb own income was a so urce of great amuse men t to
Corne. l Ie was i 4. whe n he raid a total premium of $1 ,570
for an ann uity to the H ospital Life Insurance Comp any
which du ring t he re mai ning fourteen years of his l ife ,
paid him a total of $3,000, Corne was keenly a live ro th e
disappointment and surprise of the company. M ason, in
his Reminiscences of X~.<:porl , quotes hi m as saying, " with
his wheezy voice and a laugh that nea rly choked him :
'De prezzcdcnt ; he say he very glad I so well , but I know
he lie all de time ; he no know ho w mu ch marcaroui , how
mu ch oil, how mu ch tomato I cat. My g rand fa the r die
when he one hundred, my fat her when he 102 and I ,
I live fore ver! " ''' I

I n looking hack ove r what we know of the life of Michele
• Dr. lk n tlc~ Src:~ll of goinl{ " with m~' ,\ oun~ fcmJI~-s In sec Corne '~

/1..r of S Jr /n {exh ihiled in C rum hies ~~ l el1l HOld . LZn:' II i, na"JI
l' ,l i nlin~ , "ere undou btedly ex hihited in the sarne \\"a;, . Hentlcc , " f. rit ,
1I1,-!-1l 1.

I " .·\f,cl C. Bnwen, ,\.If',ll .\1" '110110 1/ ( I\" ' \un. 1:011 10 ) .
11 G eo rge C . :\1.1Stm, RO'l i " ;U N l a J "/ S~:'f?/'f t Xcwport, I~ll .j.).

.',l'l .

Felice Corne, he snows him...clf to have bee n a most in ter­
esting personality . Co rning to this count ry wit h.ou t .money
and without a knowledge of the language, coming in to an
art world that barely existed beyond a small group of
portrait painters and 3. few architects, be ~ade . a pla ce
for himself as an artist and in the select social CIrcles of
Sa lem. H is probab le acceptance into Boston society has
never been descri bed . In Newport, as in Salem, howeve r,
he made a definite place fur himself in the :or,.,.. muni~ y, . It
was in X cwport t hat he happily comp!cted hIS hfc, ~allltlng
scenes on his own walls of distant X aples or of Xewport
harbor seen from hi-, window, At other times people would
gather around him to h.ear a~d chuck~ e at stories of his
ad ve ntu res as a yUU llg ::'\ eapol ltan so ldier. .' ,

His life had been lung and happy. Although hIS ahlllt y
was never outstanding and he never fully achieved g reat
artistic fame , his popularity remained constant because hc
had the talent of giving people what they wanted as t~e
times changed . I n Salem it had been paintings of their
ships; in Be-ron, the wartime paintir,lgs; and ~t~ place."
when the opportunity aro-c , rornannc wa ~l t.lallltln,1':s and
portraits. It was in, :-:-: cwpurr rha: he had ,hIS fina l triumph.
After yea rs uf pralslllg the luscious fruit , he at last per­
suaded his friends (0 share in hi- enjoyment of tomatoes.

Tcdav, on the front of his Xewport horne , still standing
at the: corner of Corn; Stree t , there is a marker ; it reads ;

HOllie of the .\rtist
~l lCI IEU: FE LICE C()I{:\f.:

\ \ 'h" Intr",l llc'ed th e Tom.uo
1 1110 "lhis Country

In a ncarbv cemeterv, [he lines on a simple g-r;l\'es[one read :
. . vt tchclc Come

K" m on the isb nJ of FIt-a
It a l ~'

Did J ul ~' HI, 1'(.1"

.\~c'd i'O ."c·ar'

H\' some :-rr:tlIge q uir k uf fate , a man who de voted over a
h~1f cen tury of his life to painting, is better known because
of the tomato.
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~t ' l .l.I n, D""" ( 177 !1'- Ilf.iR)

Sullivan Don , horn in Boston, Octchcr 12, 177K, dn.1 die d in l'rovi­
,1<'n<"l: , in I ~ 511 . lI e \\'JSthe lenlh child In,1seventh >" n uf Ebeneze r Dm r,
JnJ founh in desce nt [rom EJ " JrJ D orr, lhe Clll igunl. Ebenczer DOIT r
" JS horn in Roxbu rv, ~ l Hch 2\), I ;' .19 , JnJ died in Re..tnn , ~ert e11lher 29 ,
I IW'J ; mJrrieJ h r. t .\hiKJi l Cu nn ing hJm, JanuH Y 7, 17(,2 ; {died Ap i!
10 , 1791>; ) anJ second Elin Flin l , ( .l id J une IU, IK3L ) EheneJ".c: r
Do n moved to Ro.lon ( 17;, 3) In .l J' tJle JS 1767 , he "JI Sf'<'<"ihcd in
th" I..·JI direcroeics ,n J IcJlher d resser, Liter JS J m" tehJnt wish J stor e
J t :-':0. 27 Lo ng W hu f, Bo.ton. B~ <ktohe r I 'J, 17 i 2. he In.l ('Jk h
I h\" i ~ 'If Boston, JS owners of the Schoone r /) '~''' ' gJ\-C u iling or de rs ru
:\ s.;I l lnch the master for a "O~J/o:c 10 Hrhimore and back. In Ihe Da,'is
I'al'en in the .\I.1JJ.1, 'hUU lfi 1/ ;;/" ";(".11 Sr;(";" ,.•-, are record s of Davis an.l
Dor r Joing business together as ea rl~' as 1761 -6 ; .

The nc xr recor d of th" Dorrs is on the Xorth \\ 'e, t C U.lst. where the.'"
we nt earl... in th" fur lra ,l" In.l frum that it WJSan eas., . in (Jet nCCeS&H .'"
step to thci r {uJ " wit h ChinJ. T wo let ter bouls nl :' ulli"a n l>Orr, JnJ
;l boo k of inl'en tori". JnJ instructi"ns for .,I n~· bod~- who ' ucc"e.leJ h im in
Canto n, owneJ b.'" Fu n"- ~1Juun J r.• J descen.lant, hsvc been tr;ln>cr ibeJ
an.l arc on Jep'.. it in the RhoJe h tJnJ Hiucrical s..x ic{~'. From these
booh comes th is sumntarv of the int rod uction of ;l .'"ounjil: nun not ~-et 2 1
jcarsof ,IKe to the Chin;l T u J e in its C;l r l~- JJ~ '. T his H"Cor J of four ~ eJrS
in C,lntnn, September I ;9'J -JJnuJr~- I IW}, is th e carl inI know n contin­
uous recor d of I n.'" prolunge.l su~- at C,lnlun . Dorr went 10 LJ IHOli when
ahou! 20 rears uld, and his ea rl~' corresponden ce is 1.l r ~ c l.'" with his L,lh" r
mJ the tirm of J. and J. D eer, (h is brothe rs Josep h, burn J),'cem]-,cr 2.
176 7, .lnJ John. horn (kION.'r 2. 17i U). Late r he rorrcspon dcd with
his hrollher And rew C un ningham D orr, horn .\U!l'USI II , I i i 2. J. dUJ J.
IJo rr in 17<;16. haJ ot!i""• .:1{ I f) Kilhl' ~ I H'et , Boo; lon.

Relurn ing !O lh is countr~'. SulIi\'a'n Do rr mu r icJ I.~' .l ; ,l . JJugh h'r "f
ZJchJr iJh ;lnJ .-\nn (C u wforJ) ..... 11"n• •ist... r of Ph ilip .\I1"n. Ci-o' -" rnur
( I )t, 1- :;.ll . e . S. :'c n,ltor (I)t:; 3- ;9) .,I nJ Zdchu iJh .\II ...n. the ori gi nJ1Uf
o f mUl uJI hre insuu ncc...... mong (he chiIJ r..." n( ~u lI i \Jn JnJ 1.\ JiJ
( .-\lIen) Durr w-ere T hollU l Wil.. m. of the " Durr \\"Jr : ' .\ nn .\ lIen, ;, ife
o f ,toses H. In 'S In.l ' !J. r~· T hru0l' . wif e o r J uJ ge S,l11lucl .\mn.

Sul1 i"Jn Do rr , \ ,11 the ...."Con.l Pn 'si,lenl of lhe I' ro,-iJ "m'e \\ 'alh ington
In,u ran,·,· Cu. ( I K.1 Il- :;II) JnJ ' l' ruHe,' uf Brown U ni ,. e r sit~· ( I KI .1- :;K).

Ho \\',Ut l> ('''It''-I'''

T he E"" , Instit ute

' I'hc Revolutionar y Correspondence () f

l'athanacl (;rccnc an d John Ad ams
by H Ek '\ I I AR D K. :\OLL E '\ lI F1l.<;

((."''11;'111(',1 (r"'" NI" ,,; .. I !.IJIJ I/ i , /,,,_\' , r "It,,,,.. I , S ',. .!, ,. :ii )

O n :'\br 2.J. Adams aga m wrote C n:cnc :"

Phiu .lclphiJ ' !J.~ 2~, 1- - -

During the civil \ \"ar. in Rume. in the lime of S~-lu, JnJ ~oun!!,

' Iarius, after the Ik ath of the olJer ' Iu iu, . ~~ IIJ CllmmJn.leJ one arrnj
;lli:Jinst " ilh rJ,b t"s Kin.ll' of Pontus. JnJ Fimhria Jnmher. Bo th were in
Arms J!!.lin.1 lhe s. enc foreig n cncmv: hut :'.111 ,1 Jn.l Fi mbria we re "'Iu;lll~'
"ne mi"s til each uthcr , ,"", mnJn,ling diricrcut Armies in lhe Ser vice of
different l'.u t i.." .11 R"me, which we re di,pu ling whi<.:h had t he 1" /0: ,1 1
. \ u t hor i f~- . :,yl b p.'l cheJ u~' .1 1'".Ke wi.t ~ ' l i l h.rJ JJ l e~ .m,1 . 1~ .lrc~eJ
,lgJi n<1 Fi mhr i.I.- T he IWO generJ!s ~orllhe,l their ~~ ll1 r',- I he ~1l 1­
dicrs, uf both Armies, 01 the ulI1e ';\ JIIOn, the -amc C II~', th" sarnc Lm ­
J!uJge . Relig ion, 'hnne r~, T'astcs anJ II Jhits. in'teaJ of skirmishing,
with each other, when thcv met up'm Part ies lor Fo rage. ~ J I Ule.l One
anothe r, with ll:reJt C"rJ i ~ t j t~ .- Some from Fim hr i;l'<; Camp, 'J~e
~~.... rctcl .. into thai of Sl"1 U. to see their FrienJ s. In these: cbnJ.."Stllle
visits. ~\-l l a '> <;("jJJiers. instructed h~ i hei r ~encul, ;lnJ furni<hcJ with
'I" ne\ , ' \\'on mer those " f FimhriJ , b.,' Sen d Urihes. T hese ret urn ing
O,tTUpt"J ",h,'!': nun.l· came off. in the nig ht. T he Desert ion became
g"n"r,ll.-:'hdme .m.l I' I.l1l i,hmenl lu,! their intlu~:n,," .an~ al. last :, 'hole
C0I11 1' ,lIIi", . CIrr i....! o ff Ih e i~ rlll l) ~rs I~' ~~' 11.I.- t .,mhTla ~nJ.ll1g l" lll~df
belr .t"eJ . solicite d .m lntc rvicw '\ Il h :-;"']." hUI he1l1)l; J"n l",llt, r"lurneJ
tn l' ,:rgalllu,. ...nrc rc.l the Temple o r I': j(- ul.t r i u~ .l1d ran him,elf lh rough
with hi, " ,or,1.

lI o\\ e i, no ~db, hut h..• i, 111Jnile'th- aping II'" or :,y lb's T rick, . hol.l­
in~ out p ror' '''-'l is of T enn , In.l hrihin~ :;'ol.l i" rs to .leser! , bu~ ~uu see. he
is en,leal'l,ring I" nul ... ,I Fimhr ia of ",md,o.ly. ~h1l\' of the I roof'S from
I'en,," h-Jnia ;"h r\'b nJ ;lnJ \ irginiJ arc nJtiH"S of Enll:b nJ , ~olbnJ .
Jn.l l ~ ebn ,1. I\hn' hale indentureJ UHr here In.l h..'Cn 9l,Jj fur their
I'a, ,!:"" or IrJn<l",ne,1 a' L m,, ·i'-h anJ ha' e hire.1 Jn J scn-c.l here ,I;

C ,-hm...n. lI ' l> lk r<. anJ "t her :'ef\'Jnts.
T h,'\' h.1\'C no T i" 10 this ('ountr~.- Thc~ ' hJn,' nil Prin,·ir k <. Thc~­

Im'C I I ~we .1S ,wll ... \ \ '",h in/llOn , .1,1<1 hi , .h m.,' I'ellcr than " ur<. T he,c
Ihing. !'ti,'e II " ",..· K"':ll oppor lun ili,·s III n ,rrupl .111-1 s.·,l u(-e th em.

~ ' II..t), Illi•.,nd Ib,· ktt ,·, ..1 \ l.,~- ", I· · · ().,.I l(" ll... in Ihe r ,,,,'i,,,,. ;n.t.,llm("nll
¥(" in r,i,.I '(" h.nJ.,
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T he next letter, a long reply by Greene on :'\Jay 28. to
Adam... ' lette r of :'\ lay 9, is cue uf the mu... t penet rati ng and
out...pok cn [ette r s of the Revolutionary period. " Greene
said :

DcaT~iT

I rcccivcd a kttcr from .Iou som" dJ.\1sincc . I have it nUl with me ~nJ

therefore cannot be I er~' particular in the answer, I remember ~'ou lament,
the geneul corruption of manners. the increase: of l'i"i"ul habits, that pr.' .
\ail in the .irm~. It i• .i ""ri"u, trulh, .inJ much 10 be lamented. I know
of nothing rhar a people can receive in elch.inge for the loss of Iheir
mo r.ils th.it is an CCJuiulcnt. I am sen.ible of Ihe force anJ justice of
your remarks, that Ih" vices o f Ihe ~rm~' pH"'em mJn." from engaging in
Ih.· service, more than Ihe harJships anJ Jangers .ill"nJinK it.

] am nol on e of tho..., li ne gent lemen who J e' p i...·! allmoral rccrirude
and religious d utie s. Ahll<Jugh [ ,1111 lI<I enrhusiasi, neve rtheless I 1110. t
dcvoutlv believe in the observance of religio us d utie s.

I have had it hinted to me, rhar <leneral ~hu,ler W.iS abo ut III he
created Peceident of the Congreso, and to holJ hi. ~iliury comman d in
the army. I uk" this e.irly oppo rtunirj- of elpressing my abhorrence of
such a measure. :\0 Iree people ought tn aJmit .i junction of the civil and
military'; .inJ no men of ,ltood principles with ,·irtu.'.u intenliolll would
ask it. or ever accept of .in appointment which nlJ~' he improved b~ C(IT·
ruption to the prejudice and injur~' of the rights of a free people. T he
best W.i.'· 10 guarJ a,lt.iinH nil is 10 a"oiJ temptation. I f ( ; "nerJI &hu~'ler
is J, mind 10 be in Co n,ltTess, I", him relO ig n his commission, and nOI hol,1
IWO "lIin's so incol11l'.llibl..· une wilh Ihe OIher. I h.we no "hjeCliolil to
Cicneu l ~chu .l ler J' .1 ,l:1'n"T.1I, neithl'r ha", I 10 hi. oei ng Presiden l of
Ihe Congress, if h" is Ihou gh t to he the most SUiIJhll' peTson fm tlLIt
im porl~nt trust. Hut )1l' must cease 10 he.: a ge llerJI bdor" hI' "ommenCe!
J member of Co njo:H·s.; . I will not holJ a comm;S5i"n unJer that ~IJte

"hn blench those: Iwo char.ierer. lO!l"ether. I Ihink Ihem incompatible
wi lh the ufet~· of a free pc.:ople, and I ".in J,'Sure ~'ou. I ~m not lighting
for ~ change of ma;t"rs. but to ha'" none hUI Ihe law.

I mU>I.1gain rt'peatthe improFri"I~'of mJking ... man~' foreign ollicerlO;
~ "ery' considenh)" part of our forn: will ,It"t into Iheir h~nJ.; whal mel hod
can G reat Brita in l.ike to J.,f".it us more dfecri,-<:!,' IhJn 10 introJun' a
greal number of forei,ltn"'rs inlO Ih" Jrm\"; anJ f.inJ ih"m 10 th,,;r illlefl'lOl,
['.I' 5<,m<' n f.l· illleTl'sting e,,,,,;,lerJlion~; IhJI Ihis is I'ral:licabk, n"boJ.I'
wi ll douol. T hJI I'" oUKht 10 gu .lt,l .,,It.lin,, iI, ""n.,'bo,ly mUSI allow,
Br ilish 1'01,' mJ~ re.""n rot...e"f.I~' with thme whose' hop'" .111d futuTe cx­
pectJtions ar" not conn""I"J wilh Ihe p"orlc Ihe~' betr.I.I.

I am told h~' C~pt. :\1..duit , ~ French gentlem~n "~cl~' cTe~te~ ~ captain
in the train of artillcrv th.it onl: De CudTI: [ Du t.: ouJu~' 1 II eng~ged
hI' ~l T . Dean H major ~en..-ral of the r-ain." T hl: improprietv of putting
a' forei gn<:T at th ..· heaJ of such a depar tment must be obl'ious 10 every­
body, besides Ihe ill1}'Topric t~" .Iou will depTi~'~ the Mmy of a n~usl I'aluahlt
utlicer, uninnall~' acknowledged as such. I he exchange wI11 be much
Jgai mt ~uu, besides the injusti"e .Iou will Jo. to a m~n who has ~r\'ed
~'ou with tiJclil~' and reputation. I beg .Iou Will lale It under c~n,.den­
tion scasonablv. I Lnow not Ihe pc.,,"e" uf :\I r. Dean, but I lhlnk such
PO"ers are J~~g<:TOUS a?J untit to tTust. wi~h .in~· man. If thil Jl:.entll:man
is 10 be appointeJ a major gencul, I WIsh II 1ll~.1 be of the fOOl InsteaJ of
the aTtil].,n·.

O ur arr~I' is no'" encamped, ~nJ I hope will be lel}- soon compleatl~'

org~nileJ, ~t fur some important purposes.
Helic vc 111" 10 Ix' a Jfecliona lel~' vour frie nd and humble !oCrI'ant.

x. (~ T"ene

Adams replied on june 1:
!' hib ,lelph ia J une 2 l i 77

Dear ~ir - Y" urs of 214 l ·h . is before me.... It is (eTuin that Rcli,l!: ion
anJ :\I ou lill ', have no lc.. obli,l!:Jlions upon Armies , than upon Citics ~n~
contrjbure n~) I,," 10 the lI .or r ineu of Soldiers than of C it izens. T here IS
O ne Principle of Religion , which has a)fl~ri.buted I'astl~·.to the el,c:I1".nce
of .'\nnies. who had verv little else of Relig ion or morality, th" I r1llClpie
I mean is the sounJ ohli,ltation of Oaths. which amon g borh Romans and
Hrita ins, who scem 10 have placed Ihe whole of Rellgion and. mor..ilil~· in
the punclual observance of them, hal'c,don~ ....onJ"n.--:- 1t IS I~IS ~Io.ne
whi"h pTeH'nlS Ill-sen iom from .I·our E nemles.- I ~ h lll.l our t.:hapbms
oug hl to malt· the ~.(}kmn nAture anJ the S J c ~ e ,' O h],gauon ,.,f ( h ths Ih"
{al'ou rit" ;:;uhj eet of Iheir ~ 1· t11l" 1ll to lhe S"IJ l e T~' :- O d.,l ., s II IllJ~' ;Cl"m ,
I CJnnot h"lp comiJering.1 Scrious ~eni'<.· of the ~<Jlcm ll1 l .\ ' of Jn O J.l h as
Ihe Corner Ston .., of Discir line, In,] that it mi,lthl be maJe I" contrlf.ut"
mOTe, to Ihe orJer of Ih" . \Tln~, than an.'- or .ill of the' Instr uments of

I'un ishm"nl .
T he Inform.itio n "ou 1<,<:'J, Iha l General :Xhu~'lcr, 'Us .ihout to be

cre.ileJ PrC!iJ ent , a~J 10 holJ his Comm.ind in Ih" ,-\rm~', "'as ~ mi~
ulc.- :Xo G entlem.1n . woulJ hal e h..,cnwillin,lt for Ih.il, alO I know. I ~m
prelt~· sure at leJ't tha I .i \".ist '1 ajo ri'f' wuuld. h.i'·c d"le.~eJ th~· :.rhought.
G . ~hu~'ler is r"~T\'ed fur ~n"thcr ':'lJte. \\ hal th.it 1\111 lx· l Ime mUSI
,Iisco\"er.

It is, in nil ' humf.1c op;nion , ullerl~' improper, thJI Ihi, C;,'ntm shoulJ
h" ld a ~eal i'n Co ngr c". ,md ;1 COllllll m ,1 in thc .\rm.l" .In,l I loo k Ihe
tirst 0ppur!unit.l· to eX}'Te", m~' "pinion of the Inro n, i' lcnc.l' an,1 D.Jng n
or it, - I lhink his ConslilU"'nt~ much In bhme for lhe I.lIe ('hUlce of

'....~~ ....1..".
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::'·rhom•• C""",')', " r " '"ch ,,!li"'r "I Ir j, h ~ i rl h, "h" h.,,1 h". ! n,.'"'' ~'e -,,' "I
_e"i« in Ihc h,·" d , j" I. "lr)·. l ·" " l' rc.. . rp"j" ted hi'" imr«l",·,ener .,l " I ' he
\ meric" n ,\n"" "ilh the t.lnk "j m"j"tltc"cr"I, on ]k " ·,,,h.., 1\. I··· 11,- ".,­
'he C" " " ,,, ,f 11", .,lIcl'cJ "CO""., l · .l ~. l. "

him.- 1 shallthink him much In blame if he Jo••.,; n.. t imm~ diJtd~- resign
his ,<;,,1.- if he' d....os nul , I hop" some ('i ent 1c:nu n will t> rinl(' in J \lotio n.
ltJ .l ~"IrO~- the Pre cedent , h~- ohli l('inl(' him to "lui! hi, 5<:,,1 or hi, r om man.I.
\\ ' hJI th" success o f such J mo t ion will he I know nnt-hut I hcli"h
'u"h J mot ion will h.: nu dL

I .1~r"c cntirclv in ~our ""nti m"nh concerning the Ih nJ;:<f of entrust­
in !: ,, ' 11l .l11 .\ imporl.l111 Com mands tn f" rcigl1cn.- \Jr. Ik ,l1lc I fear
1,,1> e x""".!"d his I' ''' H T>.- \l r Du Co ud u ,-, ,h.,ll never h,1\" mv (" )Ilscnl,

to b" at th e llc,i.l »f the ,\ n ilk n -.-J I1,1 1 j,,,l iL' H' he w ill !" lI " f,," .rdvo­
care for pl.1Cing him rhcrc , I h;'I"" ncmr ,

I' ra., · 1I'0.lt i. y Ullf "pin inn of (~en c L1 1 C " n" .l.":"' \ li e ''''Llllir~',1 .1 good
RcpUl.1 l ion hn",-

It givcs rue jo( r"Jt J"~- , Sir, In l;n,1 h~ ~"ur Lcnc r. IhJt ~"u h"gin 10
fccl ~<)or \ nn ." III 1,,-' r<:;p«t"hlc.- \\'~. nc anxiouv to hear f rom I'"" b kill,
what nu mhcr_ arc culkclC d there.

& fun: (;rl'CIlC got around ( 0 m -wering (hi....\ d am" wrote
him another letter which appc;!r,. to han: terminated the
correspondence on an unfriendl y note. Adam-tl cttcr arose
out of the following incident. Short ly after the Ikclantioll
of l ndepcndcn cv, Con grc-,s -cu t ~i la~ Deane. a well -known
pat riot lead er of Connecticut , to Pa ris to "CCUfe aid hum
France, including th e services of severa l guod cngi uccr-,
fur the .. \Ill Cr iCall nr-mv. ;\ ~ S(lO Il :b it was noised abo ut
Pari" t hat l rc.mc was looking for officers, he wa-, hc"ieged
with p re~~ing ap plications for high comm i-... itln" in the
American armv In- French otiiccr-, retired from active -erv­
icc after the clo-cof the Seven Year- I French and Ind ian '
War. Their application~ were. in many ca...l· .... suppor ted
hr men of influen ce and hr the :l"~ i,,t:111CC which the appli ­
cant- rbem -elve- atTurdcJ in obtaining milit ary -upplic­
from the French gun:rnmcnt. Deane, eager h i cunciliate
the powerful p:ltnm ~ uf the applican ts and to -ccurc the
contin uance of their own good oriicc~ , lo-r hi" head, went
beyon d hi" in-rructions and en tered into agrce ment-. for
hig h commissions to he gran ted in various de partments of
th e army.

•••••

)<IIt, ., U H I , P " l' n't . , n '11 1. I'K L~TY .. , " "\11",

f ,,;,,/1''/ /,r j "h" Si"r,lr/'," C"rlrI ;1/ I." " d" " ( 1;,"; ;
(.""""/<,ly 'A 11." : ..,,,1 ( " ' ;f -<'l"ii / y
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,~ C" "gt... 'e' ''h'ed ,," .1,,1.,· ~. I--~ ,ha, ,he" "ft;'-~" "r"lngjz~ f", ,he" imp nopN
""""'pt ,,, i"~Ll<""'p ,h . ,I. , i, i" " " I C""g,n'. ,,' , ,·,i,e f, ,,m lh ~ Army. On .Iuly 19.
1- --. ( ; rtT 1H' ",, '1.. (·n n~,e.. .I" "rH pl;,hle ktln "f e , pLo"", i"n. (S .... (" ..en e',
G,une, r. 4-22-2t;.)

3. T h. Ii"t ,h ..... p""I',aph. nl ,hj , Idte, I",, ' ~ h"" n p,i n t.·J ill \"" I" n", II "I
[.,·If ,·" of .\1""ha. of th ,' I:,,,,,i""'f,'! ["ong "e" , EdmLJ nd t·, ,,l.,· R"m''' , ed. ("'... h­
,n l' t'"" D. c., 1'12.1), I"" th.· nn' ", ,, p ,".' ~'.1 rh. "ne " ", ine ,] h,' Ru,nell and .He
r,ill, ..d bt-,~ I", 'h e ri"l time. T !o e" . "m . I,m" ., I,." ... in p,i,' .,t.· h.nd•.

taken, th ey would he und er th e necessity of resigning, (See
Green e's Gra nt', I , -1- 20, for Green e's letter ), This was
close to blackmail, not to say mut iny, and, since all three
of th e recalcitra nt gell~ra1s were N ew England men, t heir
action mu st have been a seve re bl ow to Adams." T he latt e r
wrote Greene on [uly 7, 177 7 :'"

.\I v dear Sir:

I never before took hold of a Pcn to write to mI' Fri...nd Geneul Circen ,
without Pleasur e, hut I think 111;' self obliged to .10 it nl'W upon a :'ubjcet
that gi,'cs me a great deal of Pain.

'Th e T hree Le tters fro m the G enc rals Sullinn, G reen and Knox, have
interrupted the Del ibe rat ions of Congress and given many of the M om­
bcrs of it m uch Uneasiness. T hey thought themselves bo~nd, in H onou r
and J ust ice, to the grcat Ho '\r of Pcnp le w hom rhej- reprcs~'nt , to paSJi the
Resolution which , before rhis Letter reaches ;.'ou, will be communicated
to \'nu bv G eneral \\'a,hington,

'Thc Comraci h.:twecn M r, Deane :tnd M onsr D u Coudr.w, is not yel
decided upon. It is in itself one of the most delicate, an.i perplexing
T u mal:lions that has CI'cr Iallcu in our \V al' : but those t hree Leite rs
in,tcad of relieving Us has only cncreascd ou; .'Io rl ificat ion .

:"11 m " great QUl'stiom arise upon th;n Comrcct. Such ;IS these, whether
.\l r De;nc had aurhornv 10 make it~- if he ha d not, how far it is con­
si'lcnt w ith sound I'nl i c~" to confirm it. - whar .\fe ri t Mons. D u Condray
has in procuring, Cann;J1l, .-\rms, Ammunition and other T hings for our
L' se.- \\ ·hat I nt er ... st the French Court mav take in our Complyancc
with the COIl!T.1et ~ \\' hat M on s. D u Coudray's ..\ bilities to serve lIJi really
are ?- lI ow far we mar comply consistent]:' with Justin' 10 our own
Officc rs ~ And ho w far such a T rust mav hc contidecl to a foreign officer,
with safet.'" to the public interest e tc . ·ctc. etc, In the midst of thcs.c
Deliberation s, the T h ree Letters arc received, thre.ucuing that if we Full­
till the Con t ract, T hree O fficer s, on whom \\' e h.n-c dcpendc.J, w ill resign
in the .\ lid,t of the Campaign w hen th e att en tion of cvc rv officer ought
to be wholly taken up in penctr.ll ing the designs <If the E nemy , and in
Efforts to ddeat th em,

When th ese Frenchmen begun to appear in Philadelphia,
armed with Deane's ill -considered agree ments, Congress
was dism aved . Deane was orde red to make no further
com mit rm..nt s, but thi s left unsolved th e question of what
ro do about those previously made, Congressman Richard
l I cnry Lee of Virg inia wrot e Washington of Congress'
problem, in a distressed letter of :\ Ia}' 22 , 1777, from wh ich
I quoted at length in my II 'tlshing toNand the Revo lution."
If Deane's agreements were repudiated, the disgrun tled
Frenchmen, ret urn ing to France, might wreck the nego­
tiations for the a ll -important French Alli ance , I f Congress
hon ored Deane's engagements with th ose who were not
engineers, it would burden itself with the expense of super­
fl uous officers, and, worse still, would create dissatisfaction
among the American officers who would he out -ranked by
th e newly appointed Frenchmen.

Particu larl y th orny was the case of Colonel P hill ippe
T ronson du Coudray, referred to in Greene 's letter of :VIal'
28 and Adams' reply of J une 2, 177 7, D eane had agreed
that he was to be appointed a M ajor -genera l in the Ameri­
can army. with a commission pre-dated to August I, 1776,
th e dar e of Deane 's agr eemen t with him, and that he was
to have command of th e American artillery, T he pre­
dar ing would make Du Condray senior to M aj or-general
J ohn Sullivan of New H ampshire and to Greene, both of
whom had been promoted to major-genc ral cies on August
9, 1776 ; his ap pointment as head of the artillery would
gin him direct command over Brigadier-genera l H enry
Knox of M assachusetts, t he Ameri can arti llcrv chie f.

Sull ivan, Greene, and Knox were naturally unhappy
over th e prospective elevatio n of du Condray, and if th ey
had protested or resign ed inde penden tl y of each other,
the ir action mig ht have been defensible, despi te th e crit ical
situation in whi ch th eir defect ion would have left t he main
arm v. But rhcv went far bevond t his, The three of them
wwie Congress on the same ~iate ( J uly 1, 177 7) threaten ­
ing that if the r umo red action in fav or of D u Co ud rav was

.1: / .•.., pp. H-.lon.

• • • • •
l'biladclphia J ~ l~ 7, l i i i
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Ik H :-'ir-

t i tr e me 1c'"T b;;' the ol'f'ortunil ." of the " iscount J e :'\" 'lilk s, to LIke
this ml,tho,! of re,-i\'ing .1 Correspon,lc nce, wh ir h h.1s bcen inkrnlpted
'Ilmost th ree Ye.1T" hut IU' onl' of till' 111",t f'1c ~ ,i n g I el'n )",,1.

It is lln neCeSS;n \' to sa;' any thing of the ExpeJ ition wi t h whi ch the
1,<'I te r i, ilH~nded to go, hel".1use I hOf'l' it will re"e.ll itsel f to n,w, In
accou nts whirh wJil mah ' tlll'111<e lH" hC.1Td ;m,l ullJ n ,t oo J Iw"l ilthe
\\ 'orld ,

Congress escape d a" he~( it could from irs dilemma hy
creating a new uRicl'- " i n~pen(lr general of or-dinance and
militarr manufacruricst'-c-for d u Coudra y and ( npparcn tly
with hi- con-cut ) by dating hi" commission a:- maj or- gen era l
the dav it was i-sucd . Hut no furth er comm unicatio n be­
tween Greene and A dam s seems to have take n place unt il
.\Ia rch 18, 17lW , wh en Adams, now one of the Ame rica n
Commissioners to F rance , wrote G reene, nuw Q uarter ­
ma-ter G eneral of t he American ..\ r I11Y, as fol lows :"

P.ll is \Ln ch 1~, 17};0

:'\ uth ing in th is "ff.lir g in " me rnor c P.lin, than th(' .'\ ect " it" \ou
have laid L' , under of r ;l, sing .l Reso lut ion, which will ks.'en :'our' Char­
",'lers, ,l n d J imini,h lh~ C on tiJ enr e whirh rhc g()ll,.1 Peopk of .\meriu
have in :'ou r J u,!gment . and atruchrncnt to lhe l' r i n c i r l e~ of I. ir <' fly .
But there was not one Vlcmber of Cong ress who ,breJ to justif.1 the
Leli a " I'ery fell' wh" ~"ukl <;l.":1 wor ,l in .\ I itigation or E xcuse. It W.l'
univcrsallv romidcreJ , ." betT.lyinl/: the I. ihert ic ' of till' Pcopk, to p.1S'
them h." uncensured. Sumc were even for Jismi"ing ,,11 three of ;;'ou
iusr.mtlj from the service, others for ordering ,\'1m to l'biladclphia. under
arrest to answer for this offence.

'1'he Re ,,,l ~ l t i o ll eXpll""" .1Il Lxpect.uion th.n some ..Yckuowlcdgruc ur
or ,\pll log;;' will be \luJe. I sincerely h0l'e it will, for I think that on "
('()OI Reco nsid erat ion of those Le t te rs, the lm propric tv .tnd f) .lIlger uf
t hem muse be manifes t, I would be far from dictating to vou. or g,,'illg
aJI icc ull ,,,ked. f,ut I rea ll.l· thinl . that ~ Dcchr.uion th.;t you haJ no
Inten tion to influence Con g ress. to contemn its ,'\ud lOr it.' or in fri nge the
Lib crrics of the People or the Privilcdgus of Cong ress, ;\ Declaration that
.\l lll harc' the fullest ContiJl'ncc' in the j ustice of Cong rn s .11l,1 th~ir

Del iberations for the pllblic g(~,d, is t he lea,t tlL,t you ,'an do, p ro\ iJ ed
von C,111 do this wi th T rut h an d ~ince ril\', if no t I think vou Illlgh t to

lU l'e the :-'el l' il:e, ' .

•••••

If We disagree to that C ont rac t, w hat w ill our Constit uen ts :;',l,l"! w ha t
w ill fo reign Sat ions s..lY! our jou rnals, upon w hi ch the T hen : Lette rs
must arrear will be rea d bv both .

\V ;l1 no l fo reign X ations sa.", th.lt t he .-\ l11 l> il ;on anJ Tu rbul.mcc of
three of our best officers. ncccsait.rtcd us to \-;0l.J1<: our !' ublic Fa ith :

\V hal Con fide nce w ill ,11l" ;-';at io 1J hale in o ur Promises, if thcv think
th.l! our a Ulhori l~' is '0 fn'l~lc, among our own People . anJ ," ell' a111Oll"
o ur own orficcrs, thai we cannot perform our Lovcuants for k.IT of dis­
ohliging them.!

" "hal will our COll,lilucnb >c,.,l You ".11'c'l"'t ti'e Fr icn,h h ,p of for­
eign Pe rsons ."ou have brukcn a C ovenant w it h " n" of the ['cst Office rs
in Europe, and whr ~ because :,'uur own othccrs, wOIlI,1 not permit ,\'1m to

pre' en 'e your own I l o l1 our.
It is impossihle no w for C ong ress, eve n t" dete rmine th ;l! Ik'llle had no

,\uthori ty to m ake the R lrg. in, without exposing themselves tc t he ReA.,,-·
tions that their own otliccrs imimi.lncd rhcm inl<> it.

I must be excuse d. my Fr iend in s.l,l"inl/: . t hat if yOlI or the other
G enn Jls, Sulliva n and Knox, h.1J scriou slv considered the Xa rurc nf a
free Constitut ion , . nJ the :'\ e,:e" it.I' of !, r~,eTl ing the .-\ utllor il;· of the
Civil ['owe rs ahm'e the milit.irj, ;011 ne ve r would have writtcn such
Loners.

T he Right of our oftj(er,' to re,ign. I sh.111 not J i' puk , ;m.l he m ust
judge £D r himself , wha t Cause will j ustifv bimi-c-but surclv ;'ou ought
to h.rvc w.1ite,1, till .\ l on. Du Cuud ra; ', h'ld appeare,1 in C., ml' an,1
assumed the cnmmanJ , before .I'Oll T<·,igne,1, or ,l t Ic·ast untiI1 .I'OU had
' ("en ;ln ;ltte,teJ COI'.I' of our J ournal in which he' W;lS appoiurcd lU mpcr­
sede YOU .

I musr needs frcclv ';II', that lh ere is more of R.d m ess. Passions .md
el'en \\ ',mton ness in 'the ' I'ro"cc,ling than I ever "\I'e,:te,l to 'ee ltl 111;'
Friend (; rel'n alll! those in whose ludgmen t .nul l Jiscn-tiou I h:,d the
utmost Conridcncc.c-, if t he I.e t t ~ rs h.1d rc~n II'r itt~'n to individual
~h'mhers of Congre" , in pril".llc Co nfidence. ,ksiring to be informc.l
w hat Congress ILlS done, .In,1 couvcving t he same scntimcuts. il wou ld
have been .lllende,l with nr el'il C" n"'(1"elll'e" rut Lcuc rs .d,lre'se,! to

Congress, wh ich must he rerordeJ in th e J ou rn als .mel puhlishe,\ for !I,l'
I mpeet ton of all the world, arc exrose,l to the Rd lct"t ion' of ~I I the \ \ 'orl,! ,
.11ld one l nstoncc of the kind p:l,,,ing with Imp un ily estab lishes.l !' reCedellt
for all fulure ()jlin 'rs, and OIW ~tri,k .lfter an"thl'r " ill be t.lkcll, one
Hre'Kh of the l' ri,-ik ge of Congres; .111er .1 l1oth<'l "ill b... m.llle , an,l one
Contempt of i" ,\ udlOr il:" af le r ,,,,o t her will bc' offere,1. unt ill the O!fi­
neTS of the . \rm\", ", ill do as most others h.1\'e ,lone, wre,t all .'\uthorit"
out of ci\"il Ibn'ds, .lnd set Up;l T ;;'r.lIlt of their o wn. '

I h"pe these \ ,elt<'l' wi ll h;ne n' , !n tJ UCl1 ('e up' ''' C"ngr ~ ss in Jetnmin­
ing ])u Cou ,l r~y 's Prelension>, hut of this I .lm ,ure, thl·." " ill not inJun'
the m 10 g rant him Jes; r;mk an,l Em olulllent ". th ,m the;' woul,lotherwisc
h;n-c al loweJ him.
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AI there is J pml13bility th ~t the re will h., more frequent Com munica­

tion. with Amcr ica this SUlIIlIler. than the re ncr has been, let me h"lI:
the favor of rour Senriments, borh upon Suhjects of )'olicy anJ \ ' "H .

En: r.'" O peration of ~'''IH .\rm~· h;ls its in tluence upon ..II the Power.
of Europe--in Fran ce , Spain, England . Ireland , lIo1b nJ . Sweden, Dcn­
m ark, R ussia. I' ruloS i",. l'o r t uj.t.1l. ..nJ even in til" G erm An Emp ire.

.-\merin is the Cil,'-' ~t upon J H ill, I do nOI think m~'M:1i guilt~· of
l.'uggculion. u nity or Presumpt ion. when I s.l.~'. tha t the proceedings of
C<mgTc. arc more attended to, than those of Jn~- Court in Europe . &; the
mot ion of our Arm ies ,h", n anr of theirs-s-and the re are more p..Jilin]
Lies made anJ circulated about both, than "II the rest: which renders
genuine lntellig cnce, from good .\uthoritr. the more imeresting: &;

important.
T hero: is" greJ.l ruie t~' of Policr on foot in Engb nd. Ir "b nd , H nl­

land, "nd "monR th ... northern Powers, all tending to favour the CJUK or
A rne r jca, which is promoted b~' nothing: more than b~' prompt ;>nJ accu ­
rate Intelligence.

I am, Sir, JS much as ever, ~'our Friend
and Servant [John .-\J;>ms]
:\hj or Geneul :'\ ;> th;> nJ.c! G reene.

By (he time the Viscount de Xoail les La fayett e's
brother-in-la w, reached America. Greene had gon e so uth
to take com ma nd of the South ern army, and it was p rob ­
ablv some time before the " Count de :'\ ocl," as G reene
called him, got the letter into Greene's hands. O n J anu­
ary 28, 17R.2. Greene replied to Adams:

B u J Q U" Tle rs nC;IT C harlestown
J"nuary 2~th '7S!-

D,,;IT Sir

O llr corre~J'0ndenc" h" been long hwlen o lf. I h.l,l the honor of ~ linc
frurn 'ou h\" Ih" Count J" ' ocT; bu t I Jm Jt a loss to t,,11 whethe r I ,,";1$

inJ...hi"d t;~'ou or to him for it. l:Iowe"er in th;>t 'dler .I·OUexpress .1 wish
tn renew nur l·orrt·~f'l'llIJenCl.'" I .houlJ h~'-e readil~" complieJ with ~'our

desi re. hut ~t the corre'ponJelll"" hJJ drop"d from .I'our ,li.inclin,lti"n
In,1 not mim', Jn,1 .u Il l\" silllHion at the time I was rnor"J with ,ou r
Il'Her coulJ 1101 nul.- ;n,l' eorrespo!lJe!l("e more I'aluabl", or of ~lOre
imporunce thal1 il c"er hall (.ocen, I [m anusn ipt torn ]

I Iuo,lcrslJod I ~'ou had kt in >1"11" preju d ices t" tI1~' dil,lJI',lnt.ll:'"
such as Ill ~' hcin,ll: more in tluenced (.or men than m"asures mJ that in the
tidd I had nei lh"r adi\'i t." nr l'lHerpr ise. 110,""el'" r mort if,,'in.'t these
thi nKS wcre, 1Il,I' I' ri,le woul,1 nor permi t me tn undel'"i l'" ~'"u ; ,mJ ,U<'h
was Ill,\' sit uation at th'lt ti nl\' th,lt it woul.i h.1ve h""n J iffieuh, if not

imprJ(ti(~hlc had I Jlt"mpt",l ir. ' c'xt I hJI" ;> Icry Rrc.1t r"sp...ct [(l

men. I re~Jil.,- confess. hut rolitieJII,'. nn further th;>" thcv .lre neccssarv
In .me"sur"s. T he good "r m.l· countr~· has ever been lily ·h,;t JnJ Rre~t
OhJ"'I, and I Jdy malice iudf, to fix upun .I sing le in-tJnc" wh... rein I
have d"pJrled from this linc in consiJc r.ltion uf pri,"ate attachments. I
honor virtue where cver I lind it , Imanuscript lorn)

\ I ~- milirarj- conduct must spcJl for iudl. I have onh' tn obsern: that
I hav... 1101 been .It liherl~" In foll"w m.'· own genius 'till 'btely, .lnd here
I have hJJ mo re emhun'lSmenls than i. prorcr t" Jisd..se to the world.
H oweve r the Amer ican arms ha"': g.line'd SUllie aJ'·J.nuges. :\11" public
lellers will hne given )'ou sumc iJcJ. 01 it; but th e previous ~usures

which led to important events ;>nJ lhe rC.l",m for these measures must
uy in the dJrl , umil! .I more leisure hour. Let it suffice to us' that rhis
put of the l 'n il...J SUlC'S have hJd;l nar row escape. I W.lS seven months
in the field without t.lling mr cloths olf [manuscripe torn)

T he ;lJI';lnuges we h:l.\"e g.lined here J.JdeJ 10 the cJpture of the british
in \ ·irginiJ. we Harter our..,hes will wmk some import"nt J.,h-J.nugcs for
us in E urope , J.nJ In" are impatientlv wJiling tu hur of the e rfecr should
we be disappointed. T he people are determined to defend themseh·....
from Jge to "ge rather th;ln gi,'e up thcir inJcpcnJencc.

If y'ou still red the same indinJ.tion th"t ~c>u e xprcssed in ."our letter
(.or Coun t de :-';oel I shall he h;>pp~' to corre.ponJ with you ;>nJ I sh;>1]
t.lke " pleasure in wmmunintin,ll: e' ... r~ · thin,ll: imrnrunt from this
Jej»-rtmcnt

Lam
x Grle"n,,)

H is Excellc ncv
John .-\J"ms Esqr,

T he above lett er i-, Greene' s rile copy." T he origina l bas
not been found , and neither has a reply been discovered.
It is the refore probable that G reene's letter never reached
.--\ dam~ and that he and Greene cach err oneuu:,ly ~uppl)~ed

that the othe r had no desire to culltinuc the correspond ence.
T he mi~understand i ng , if m i~under~tanding: then: wa~ ,

cuuld not he c1 ean:d up by a meeti ng of the two men beca u~e

Adams did nur return to Amer ica until 1788, twu " ear~

after G reene had died on the C;eorgia plant ation whe~e he
~ L' t tled after the \\'ar.

T il E E I' IJ

C." I" rh. e " ·,·,,• •'.lpn, '" Ih. W jiTj,,, ,, I,. ('10''' '''1\1. l. jb•• ." .\ ,, " .hllo", 'l id>.
,-\ .m.,lI p"";",, Ilf Ih. I.un h,.. \><"'", p"·,;,,,,,h' publj,!..d in t :..·,·".' . I;,.""• .
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Last ~ kl't i n l!: I lcld at the Ol d Ca binet,

Tbc cveninp of .-\ priI 2 1, 194-2, the Rhode b land l I i... tor ­
ical Society held ir- Ia...t meeting in the cnbiuer at 6!l Water­
man ... trecr, which had been it-, home since 18+4-; meeting ..
of the future will he held ill the societ y' ... new building. th e
hi... toric J ohn Brown l lousc at 52 Power "fred.

T he old cabinet wa.. dedicated on Xovcrn bc r 20 , 18+-1..
with Professor W ifli.un Gam mell of Brow n l ' nivcr ... it\
de liverin g the dedicatory addre...... wh ich wa... pri nted . ;;1
pa mph let furm, tnt· "a rm: year.

A note at the hack of the pamphl et gi n::- soruv iurere ... t ­

ing statistics on the building which Pro fessor Gammel!
referred to as a " ch a... rc and com modious str uct ure. " T he
front mea-urcdJ u fee t, six iuchcs , it was Sf) feet, six inche­
deep ; and from the g ro und to the top of the cornice it
measured 29 feet .

T he note goes on to describe the inte rior, making: special
ment ion of the fan tha t " the princi pa l roo m contains gal­
ler ie, on th ree "ide", "

T he white balu ...traded ga llery, since grnwn to cove r four
..ide ... uf t he in terior, came in fur -pecial mention frum CuI.
II . Anthony D yer , who wa-, called upon hy H arris H .
Bucklin, the presid ent, fur a few remark- appropriate to
the farewe ll , at the conclusion of the paper read hy D r.
J ohn B. Rae of .\ Ia"~ch ll "errs Institute of T echnolog y Oil

the cen tennia l of t he I torr W ar.
Professor Gammell , when he dedicated rbc cabinet, had

remarked rhar it was " hencefort h ro becom e the per man ent
de pos itory of our collections fur Rhod e bland history ."

Hr a strange coincidence , th e ne w d cp osirorv of the
socie rv's col lections is act ua llv Prufc""ur C amm cII-, former
hOllle: I l is enti re married ' Iife was spent in the Bro wn
H ouse, which was left to his wife, F lil.ahn h Am orv In >
Gam mell, hr her fat her, I{ oht:rt I hie l vcs. .

u. F. S.



A R hode Islander Goes Wes; to Indiana
( 1817- 18 18)

Connnunicated by GEORG E A. \\'lI lT E, J R.

(C"I/Iimu'/ /"',11/ Rh,,,I/' 1!I.m'/ II i!" " .". r d li flU I, S r,. :? , t 63)

DC' f Father \ ' igo COllnl,\" Ina 27'h Ap ril I ~ l ll

I Rern u terms of rurehas<: I
I paid :;011 in cash which has now left me ... bout :;0 ,I"lbr. in all th~1

have. I have Lerl an exact account .. f ... 11 m~' expensel which when ~'''u

sec I Am conridenr ~'ou will nnl rhink me hy ..n~' means exfU1"JgJnl­
\I ~' board Ihi, winter h...s been much hi~h<:r Ih ... n l crpected] •I we have
r~iJ $- 3.4-0 rr .....eek fnr mvself & horlC exclusive of w~shin~ 1IId mcnding
which I have nOI vet scnleJ for- llowel·"r it was u che... p u we could
hne been l-wrJed for an~' whare ahoul here. Pro\'isio!lJ ...nJ gr ... in He
50 scarce our onh- fare \\'JS H Ollmeel ...nd BuclwheJt-l n mv b"t I
rnernioned lhn corn was up 10 ;:; cU I" hu. It now can'l he 1t';1 al an;.'
price & \lajo r \h rUe. grounJ which raid ""me 1:; ~n,1 some 1; bushels
pr Acre he nnw re... liscs from I' III I ! dols cash. I n one of 111\' former
lcUets 1 menlioneJ that it H'M",I f" r ; ,l"l, r; I I Ihou~hl Ih~ 1 ·high.

T he 1''''''er uf ,\ttoTOC';" ", hir h W.lS 1"'1 when I 1.1$1 wrote is nnw founJ
,lnli lhe I.and i, in 1I1~' pos"".sion ....J Ihc hill willl>s' rrl'senled immedi·
.Ilely . D" h;.· all means re'lue~1 \l r J I.1C" b$1 lO anTpl lh,· bill ;In ,l ~'<JU

will furni,h Ih.· mon,,~· in { wenl~' ,b.nl-lil i. J r...wn 20 J.l.n aher sighl
I- ]for J PTJ~ h~' ...11 me~ns for il nUl '" he rrule~lcJ e",'n if il should
nOI nH'"C't wilh ;.'our arprnNtion. Fur if Ih" hr.1 ra~mcnl is $CC'ureJ K>

lh~t I ~m nnl ohliJ!:"d 10 ""II I CJn Ihen I;nd ... purch~,,:r lhn Is'nulJ gi"e
m" .omelhinlf han,home for m;.' bar~.lin.

I ~m rear1~' ... lfuiJ Ih... ( ~'ou willlhink I ha"e Jone wron,a;: in duwin~

wilh out ~'our permil;on I'-ul reA.rl~' Ihere WJS no olher W~,I' lhJt the
bu,in"... e"uld he done Jnd J"ndel .... i.l if I men! 10 purch...sc now is Ihe
lim<: for Ihere will n""'er be ~ueh ~nolher <lrp'.rlunil~' and he $houlJ no!
he~iute if h" wJ' in my rlaee. T h" rcfore consid<:ring eH-r~' Ihing ~nJ

if .'ou ,h"ul..l n<>1 arprol'e of il lh"r.· can k 50 re;ldy a »1" heside••ome­
Ihing 10 I....· lila',,", h;.' il I hup" ~uu ",ill nm thinl me impruden(- ...

T he b';'T lm,h h"re .\~. lalcn b. Ih" C.1naJians lh"refore Ihel' Jre ~Jl

p.lid f"rur r;llh<:r "'.u" ~i\'t"n Ih" 111 ~'hl Ill",,' ",tim,ll" Ih"ir ' Jlue h." S.l.'ing
il will c",t I I ur 12 J "lbrs l<> ck.u hc,IIT timh"rcd L lil d anJ Ihen lh.,
,(Ulnl" art" ill Ih" ",a.,' for" l1UI11l>..r uf .'.:ar" ,nJ aft"r all nm sn g<.MJJ a'
(he I' rairi" ...hidl wants nOlhin~ hUI f"ncing ~n.1 hraling to h~ I'e old
fum". It r"'luirc. a prell~ suonl{ leam to hreaL up I.illl bUI Ihe furrow,
lurn .I, ,m'M"h an,l k,'''] a, a tl""'er-Thn" i$ J. greal in..."n",'ni"nce heTe

"

.\ RIIOD E I :'L\~ () FR tiOE:' WEST

rc'p,x'ling help for il i5 ~'m'''l imf">5Iiihlc 10 ,e:el it. 1:; Julbn is the price
lh.u I l n,," of Iwunr three have hired OUI fur.5; ;; c15 ~nd founJ is .....hat
J~n..-l<.'"S ~i\'l" rr hundred for gelling UUI uils so that help comes n~r~'

h'J!:h I ;I t he on I.,' \\'~~' for A man is 10 en/(a/(" hi. help (0 lh" Ea'{\H rJ
if he can for a term uf vcars .

I presume lJ,llliel .ll~n(Le'l i~ re~J,' l>,1 Ihe l ime Ihi5 reach ... rou for
~ start OUl here. J uhn expects him this summer and I wish 1'0" would
JC«lIuranr him as l>;.' that time 1 lhinL the rn~d, mUSI l>e I"er~' j{,xld, If
,l'I>U do hy .Ill me an s ta ke the SI""1ll I...M!! ,Iud ,1.1ge .IS Iar JS 'ChJmhcrs­
bu rgh [ Penns,I'h'an ia I th en purchase ,1 hor", tocross lhe mountains. T hey
mav be much drvcr than when we nm"eJ ....:1 thcv must he vcrv bad
Ihe'tr is 50 much iral'eling anJ hal',I' w~ggon;ng- . .

On your Ariul at Pinsb urgb gd ~'oursdf .JnJ H orse ont>.lAr.1 of A beat
AnJ if you ..... iah 10 pAsslhrough Ky SlOp At Limestone. II is much ben"r
And ch"Jpo.·r rhan lu,c1ing through O hi" for All the roaJ north of Zains­
'illc is through a \'el)' hrn... len AnJ rather pour Country ...nJ indeed
Ihwugh out Ihe sUle that I p~"'CJ Ihrou,e:h IhC' Lm d, warC' ulher poor
l'XCer( on Ihe river bottoms &; \1 0$1 be~ulifull on the ~i..to ~houl

Chillicolhe.
L im"~lune is ~ rre(l~' place ...nd a rbce of considerable hu~ine,.,;l; I it

is situated upun the bank uf the river anJ a Hr;.· llC\T high hill in Ihe rear
"f Ih.· town. y " u will he much pleased with the countrv on '''ur arival
and {or .It>oUI !O miles. \ \ ' hcn you C<JIll" in Ill" n"i,a;:hhnurh;"hl of Ihe
Hluc L i,'Ls it is as ro,:h and harron .1 roumrv .IS I ever MW fur "h"ul a
.lon·n m iles when ~'uu ~g .l i n com.' in to une "I the mOSI plcnsnnt ,'(J unl ri,,!
,"'OU h.lH' e,"er seen I,I lh,' soil .IS Ilne .IS C,l11 he p'>ssihlc In im,lgint- ,tnd
,olllinucs so Ih ruu,a;: h !'H is Lexingto n Jnd f-' rJnHOrl .Ifto:r k.llin/o: wh ich
rbt'~ i~ become' mure hm.:lLen though Ihc bnd is I'ery J!:, ..,d in gellerJllU
l.n" IS' rile which i, A rine pbce anJ I Ihink "ill be onc of Ille bignf in
Ihe " e$k rn \\·orlJ . T own lots hal'e I:>c~'n .01J Ihere for !O ...nd ! I
Ih..u....nJ dols anJ one 1<>, nf ~n .--\.-re ~nJ h.Jl( "'~' J<,IJ lm f... 11 for 4- 0
Ih"u,,",nJ. II I\.IS on Ihe ril<:r ne... r ~hirringport.

"\fler n~in,a;: (he ri, er ...nd enll:r I ing I Ihis ~l.lle (h" :iC"ne is ch~I'IIt",J

Jl'ld on Ih", mad to \·im·",I'II'1<.'"S you rns Ihrou,e:h ~ poor tncl .. f hill~' and
l>rwh'n bnd "'ito ext"n,i,'", hurons. T herc is huw""'er >om~' .null tr~CI5

uf he>l!om IhJI is rr<:Il" g<XAl ..hoUI \ \'hil" ri'-cr----..--(>n "..ur ~ri, ...1 ne... r
th" \\ ·~h.l ~h lhc c"ulllr~ imprm n, on hellh .iJes of the r'il'er IO"re n,,"cr
".I" beua ."il.

\ ' inc" nnn Ih"ul/:h $cl!l"d so lon~ i! n,," bUI ,1 'lI1JlI pl." ,' . 11 is now
ill1l'rn,"eing "cfl· Ll'l, T ha <: lu. bkll' I'<.',·n crecI"d .1 sle~m '.I" mil
w ilh ,IWO ""ir;,f ,,,w., " hich S-;l'" :; II1;J\I,.llhl kd rr da.I' .111,1 nnw .He
a"('llll~.\ H·t.'· lMg" ,l<:J1ll tiour mill.

HUI Ihi. wunlr..- is £.ir Ih" h"SI in lh,· ~IJI". T h" re i. 11" '1"" Creek
FUrl If .lrr ison & ( )ll" r Cr ..d l' r~ i r i e s .InJ bcsi.lc, timhc:rcd bn-i i, Icr"
~, .....I in g"n,>r.ll. .\1 T ,-rre 1I.lUle Ih~'y ~re .I1....ut huilJing ~ hrick Cou;t
I l uu"". II i! I" he.. :;:; f"el "lu.lrel,1 (h.. lJrg~"'( .Jnd he"t in lh" 'l.ile ...nd



RHODE 151..\ :":D HI STO RY :\ RH ODE ISI. .\:":DER GOES WEST 89

l>e.1T Fat her
Y" ur. of the 19 t11of ' \I'rtl CJllIC ,afe to h.111,1 on Ihe 1J lnsl infurming

me thaI ~'''U ,li,ln"t inl<'lhl li.i ting Ihi, I'Jrt O)f the CUU I1 1r~ Ihi, ,<:,];Im

which I am Hr~' sorrv fnr since I have run·ha.....d . , . I have felt much
ktter ~ince the rcccipr of ~uur lette r as I am now confident that the
purch ase I hal'e nu.lc meets with ~our 31'pruhation. 1 did not m~'seU

like the manner that it was dOli<· !'-ut there "al no other wa' and it could
not ma ke much dirfcrcnce ...-heath,·r Drawn on HIU or \I r Jacobs ali
tho: sight "as 20 da.H--tho:a· ...-as but "no: bill J rH\n dated I !lth of
"\rril an d made p".lahle to tho· order of Dani.,J W Do uglal.$ the agenl­
I wish ~-ou to be panicular arout thili to rre"ent a false D r.a ft bein g
prescn led-

I hne given a bon d also fur 12tlll Jollan conditioned for the pa.'·ment
of 600 on or before Ihe l xth of .\rril I Pli'l anJ secured h~- mOrl ji:age on
Ihe land. T'his also I wish rou to k rud., I" par h~- thaI lime. I think
that mar be done hr J. F. Jenl im of Canandagua if the Doct would prefe r
the monev the re. I shall write t" him in the course of the summer to
kno w where he wishes it 10 toe paiJ. 1 thinl it iii not more than IJO miles
[rom Can...nJa~ua tu where the Do,·t Ii,,,,. [The cancelled mortgage
is with the ori ginal leiters.]

I am rcarl~- IOrr~' ~'ou did not M:e J. J~obs J.li he is romin~ dia'Ctl~­

here. H e has gi,-en no doubt ... 'er~ t1altcrin~ di~rirti<Jn of the counU'~' .
He will male hi. fonune here directl~'. li e liClls more guods than all
the "'her 'I.:rchants in " inn- nnes..\ k l is I.e Ro~ who Came with him
,peak,; french ( : I therefore the~' do the businO:>!i of all the F rench pt-'Op!e
there. O n hi. return he intend. r Ull ing a store ... t TH aute. Ther~' are
1 there now bUI I suspect when he comes he will undersell Ihem-

T he lou in town Ihat "arc gi,'en as a Jonal;"n 10 thc Countr ware
sold 00 (he 20 in.( (' 1 i O in number. T he amount of sale was 121'00
an,l some odd dollars. The~' han' ari..",," ill p<:r eentliinee bst Sale. Some
>"Id for 400, 4 ;J , 4 ; I &L T he one th.u .old for 4 B " a••old ag... in the
SJ.ml· el'ening at pr i"ate ...Ie for illn dollars.

It is expl-cted that most of the pce'ple th~t buu!,:hl "ill huilJ this rcar.
T he Cuurt House i. to he of !'- riel t" !'-e fini.hcJ in a "en- handso me
manner;; f~'Ct "-:I r with a'rire. T he cost l)f the contract> ~ow en te red
into i~ about 140HO Joll.m l ; I r crhar ><.· \I hen tini.hed it will coS! I i OOO.
'1'" toe lin ished this .\u tumn-

[ hal e now h,' me ahou t ; i dollau. '" hU.lhl came much higher than
I exp"ctcJ it ,,:ou[d f"r the m,m no:r in ~\'hieh we li'-cJ. O ur farc \\ as
Bud wheat ur Corn hre.ld without hun"r I,I hot water withuu t .hug~r I ,]
anJ Hog meat ,llltogcl her fur which We l'ai,1 pr Iwd 2 d"lbr. r , ] for mr
w.l,hi ng men, l ing &c:;(1 eu l . 1 fur Ill." Il or.<, 1.40 1, J which fur the time
I '\.1\-ed there WJs ~4 2. 2 11 . . .

C~rn i ~ now up I" I ,1,,1r r f,u J lhl lltille is to k hdd ,It t hat pr in~ . Fo r
senl, it m".I· he 1 .lois I,I f"r nOll<' h.l' ,lllr hut .\ I.lj or 'brl k "hout hcr e.

VOIJ ,·an hal'e 110 i,le;t uf the '·llli!':r.llioll hne. Pe" ple J re .111 m·er the
coun tr~' hunting I.mJ,..'\ gre;tl lll.lny hall' I.lh· n Ian.!, "n the ( i ran.!
Pr.l iri,· "I'er th<· Illinois. h i, ,;tid t" Ix· 'Iuite· " "I. It fI';lChe, fur fl U or
i O milcs wiJe JnJ [ do nut bww hu" lon1'\.

this -umrucr.

J" hn••••

that lillie town will improve \'Cry much
I am dear Fathn "our D ut ifull ~m

. John
in tral din//: h,' shurc 10 \l"I' at the ,u/l:e
hou~·s for if ~'uu miss them .,our f.HC "ill be
poor in gcnc.-ul .
Dear F lil a It "as with the ji:rea"''' pleasure that I received .'ours of
the 1 "f \h r,-h . I had begun to think that I was quite forgotten and I
rear1~' hor'c thaI no tril1eing neuse "ill in fut~r~ rr<·I-~"nt .~our "ritinji:.
.\m h~pr~' to h"ar that .n.u haJ '"~ plea....nt I ISI1 at I rf~' i.Icncc. Jo~n

thinks that he h...,l better hal e the mone~ tu hu~ ,'O'IS with Ihan Danld
to ~i\C Panics, It " thinks it a speculation of D.mid, to gil nurrid j"r
he Ihasl written thu mi... \\" is .-cr;;- sick-c--Pocr \\"B L rhin k mu-t have

I"'cn I'er~' much rut tu the blush but if he \~a~ out her~ he ."."uld //:et
used to it fnr there i. nOlhin!!' 10 "" June hut b"lllg the g'rls. I here un
hc nu rb~' hUI Ihere are p...« ns to redeem and of course the girl; mu-t
he kisscJ.

On :,aturdal- I returned from Yinccnncs a; far ...s [I uncautc wn whcre
.\ I'ott" r li,es·anJ ,uiJ all nil(ht with him. I am .orr;; thai I IIml" an~
thing aN-out hi, wife kfme 1 has Ih~JI S<.'Cn her. 1t.I\;1S what I haJ
been told up here. Shc i. quit" ~ prett~· girl and I believe a I-~r~ smart
one. I h"pe yuu h...ve not mentioned whst 1 wrote >t. that hI' mother
ha~ hear,1 it for I ha'e been misinformed.

O n :'unJa" I went III Shlker I torn Ilown to meeting. It is a bcaurifull
ptace havein~ tine O rchard. anJ [torn I gardens, The~' . r.the :'haler,1
all !,:ather in ~ hnuloC ncar the meeting house ;0 I torn I I .he.' - all come
tn m<'Cting in a ~tring thc IH,men in one d,.or anJ men lfl the other.
FI'cn - une ha'-e their nail for their h~ts or honets anJ they .it on the
tlu"r'"ith their hand, OHr th<'ir knee. I,] men and WOnH·n facing.

T he w"m~n. dres;; i. a mole cap with string. though no! t.,eJ an,1
han,llen·hid mai,1 lile the collar of a ,hirt \lith 1 buttolls l.1 f-Iue
.hal,l. ,I Ifeet! I "Iuar" with nann" white bordeTiI. 1 ;nutr culoure,1
gown. with ched aprons all,l chl'd pnch· t II m d kc.- rehid s hUlll( un·r
th"ir arms. T here w,-,re af-..H't PIll in .111. T he.1 .•11 .lJng 10 l(ether ~nd

lqH time b~· riscing nn their loes anJ then "n their he:'k T her.e Was a
kind "f e,t"rt"ti"n l.1 though not b~' "ne nf Ihe best 1 -. kl e r~\\ .lS vcr."
llIul,h ,Ii"lrl",inted in their nut ,lancing. SuPr'o, ,, the r<·~,,-'n w~•.lh,·n'
".H'· ... ' 11l.1ll~' ,,·urIJlinl{.i therel- ];!I"'"1 211 wh" went f": ll1rt(J.'ll~-

It ;. I·en· h<'althl' h<'re n" w ,111,1 wa" so LISt 'e,'><11\ anJ ,s eon",lereJ
mueh m"re' sn tll.ln· ,1"11'11 bel"" on Ihc ril ·cr .



( To be concluded in Ihe next isme )

' o tes and Documents

=- "l h~ Rh J, II,,~J ,f ...,,;....~ :: (;,~,r,,! _~.hv,w", i""",,,h- ,h~ .-I ...,r-i,..~ ,

rubli.he,J in r, ,, , i JM> e~ f" m O" . !><' . ~1. 1 ~"''II" ll<--<nn!><', ,II, I~~" O n J.nu"r>
:. 1~:~ i. b..: ...... IlIr RIo• •I, 11..~J "f ...,r;,,,~ ..nd .. n puhlioh,d ..nJcr .1..., n .me
unlil o..,,!><'. -. U':', "hM>;1 ,h.n,rJ ;1. n..nK .,.in. Ih •• linK I" Rh J, I I...,;
3 ...".,,,. ,,~J I'renJ, .." (; .. ...If'. " .... 11 il " .. rubli.hed i"m l kl ' hc, II. IX~;

{.jul_ 1-. IX':", ..\llhe re.'"d .lluJeJ I" il "., rubli.hed in I' , n" J r n<e "n T .."J.,
..nd hid...· tor ~' . L ("uli.le I. ( '" . T lle' e ; ' > <..m~I"e ril, i" II., I, ihu . , ' '" II. ..
Rh.><Jr h l>nJ lI i' I,,, i,,1 "'''';ely,

' '' T he Irllr, ... il~'·' .i ••cr, \uun l ".."lin.., !>O"n \1 .. ~n, I~"~, ~.., nu,,;,J
W ill i. " , I ;" u ..n f1""en "f ("""nt ...·.

T il E GREAT SL"FFR.\GE P A R.,\IJ E

C U1IIIIIfOli,"aft>d by D R " J O II X R. R \ E

1l uring the rear of agi tation that preceded the IJorr
Rebel lion, the suffrage reformers sough t to arouse public
opinion hr a series of parades and demonstra tions, par­
rcrncd consciously on the "Log Cabin and H ard Cider"
campaign of 18-1-(1, H )' far the grea test and most colorful
of these spectacles was the suffrage parade held in Prov­
idence on April 17, 18-1- 1, in which more than 3,000
marchers tonk part and which was claimed to he the biggest
procession ever seen in Providence up to that time , T he
,\'t"".c , I g l' . (lrg-an of the Rhode Island Suffrage Association.
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announced on April 15 that the parade would form on
Benefit Street, and then march to T ransit Street, through
T ransit to M ain, up M ain to the Bridge, up Westminster
and H igh Sreets ' to the H oyle Tavern , down H igh through
Broad to Chestnut, down to Elm, down Elm to Eddy.
up Eddy and Richmond to Broad, through Broad and
Weybcsset to the Bridge , up North .\o lain ru Smith, and
so to J efferson Pl ain, where an ox, a calf. and a hog were
to he roasted whole, and presumably after the ox, calf , and
hog had been disposed of - addresses would be del ivered.

Inclement weather on the I i th cancel led the oratorv,
but the parade and the collation were held accord ing to
plan" T he followng account of the celebration comes from
the Xe-u: Agi!' of April 23, IS·H.

While the bells for the linl time in this Cil~' w..r.. rinKinK to the .....11
of equal righ lS. t he people begJn to ~~.:mbk· in their ditferent \\"ud.
JnJ form th emselves into compJnies under the direction of their ward
mJnhJls JnJ J l rhe ti me Jppoint..,J were conducted loy the ~i~unl

nurshJI. of the dav to their ditf..,r..,nt 'IJlions on Henetit §lreel. JnJ
formcJ J line extending neul~- the whole length of the street. T he right
of the procession r.....ling on \\' iclenden arreer, were the Butchers of the
ciry, on horseback, un der the direction of their :\IJr.hJI. John Parkus.
Esq. wi rh white frocks and J blue s,uh, with J .plenJid banner in the
ccntre. beari ng on it J rep r",sclllJlion of the O x whic h Ihe~' 10 generously
presented us, with the mOllo.· / Jit' f,.r Li/;t',./,\,;' 0'1 the reverse ·.H~('./F

rt',uJ .'
X cxt in th... prncession .....me the Rel'olulionJ rr Soldiers in rive

C'Jrr i,1ges. 22 in nu mhcl, with J loJnner hc,1ring the followin K inscrip­
tio n - '11"1' h<1C-1' ff)u"hr /",. Fru J ;,"I ;' on the reverse - 'ShJll ~'t'

Jit' ~.'irh;,u/ ',ur frt' t'J;;,m.'
I n their rear followed th~· Chairnull of the Committee of .-\rrJngelllenh

with lhe C h,1 pb ins and O ffi cer, Hf Ih.., Rhod e' IsIJ n,\ Sutf rage .-h5OCiation
pr eced ed hy the XJ l;o nJI F b g- Jrc,,,,J in mourning,

i\exI cam e lh,· American Hrass l\.In,l. fourteen in number, whose
music .... .1' ad mi red through oUl, panirul.nly lhe Sutf rJge quick slep. a new
piec.., of mu sic composed expressly for the ()(Tasinn by ~l r . Cartee, one of
their mcm bcrs. Follow ing the m WJi \ \ ' .lrJ Xu, 1, under th e ir Ch ief
:\!J rsh.ll, \\"m" ,\1. \ ' ·.., bsler, .11\ .1 his .1j,i'lmls. with a splendid han ner
hear ing rhc following lllo11os-' ll 't' .t,-t' '~ "It'ri" m Cit hnll' - on tIl<'
re\'erse. 'E.vh SUIt' IIIJIf I/,Ir't' a Rt'f'u /,Jir.1II 1''''11/ ',I (; rlf't'rnmOlf.'

Xc xt carne \\ 'arJ Xo. 2. uudcr th.., ,l in'c" l ion or th eir Chief ~1J rs h J I ,

l l1 j~ h Slreet ,1 th,t t ime w, ' lhe ~ e" t ,",'e'lmi" .l et ~l t'('I. frum Ihe junel,nn
"j Weotrn;n<ln ,nJ We~' bo...1 ~I,,·,lo \ \\ ",.I,

RH OD E ISL\:'\J) HI ST ORY'iO

\ \' e ,I!: .., l Ihe IRho. le [.b nJ I news p re t!~ much b~' the A"uri'-'P/ ~Q wh ich
.IJ lJkes, It comes vcrj' r"'ll'u lJ r not hJ I"einl: mist once since the~- bcl:Jn
to come-Tell SUS.1 n '" t hJI [ have J beautiful] litt le pet FJwn which I
wish she hJJ. Sum.., time since I found a wilJ Turkc~- s nesl with 1,; q:lo:~

\\ hich I hJIC SCI under h..ns-
XOI hJ\-einll' Jny thing more tu wr ite I remai n Dear ''-Jl her :mut

Mil ]'Jh"
Rem..,mhcr 111.., III JII th,' Iamilv anJ frie nd ,.
John Corlis leave.. herc un Th u rsJa~ fur K~ , J .., nc l<~ nnr r uj self have
neither founJ nut hi, Ohjl'Ct in com inK OUI JS he hJ~ nOI appeared to J u
Jn~ thin,l!:.
T he 1ol,ldi,·r. I..,JIC here fur ':un wane (\\ 'Jy n" j the I n nf J une when
th" r.., \\ ill not t't: Jny gnrilol.n nn lhis siJe of lhe ~ t.. t.., thaI i••1l..,upi..,J
hi- snIJic:rs"
' i'crre l l autc In J unc 2 2 :;
ITo) Capm SJmud 1'..dJrJ I:"" enJul'iCl11..,nt)

XOrl h King' lm\ n
Rhu,i.., l ,b nJ



RH O DE I ~I~\ :-': D HIST ORY

;\1r. \\"m. Wentworth J.nJ hi. J.loIi.unt•• bcnin j: 01 hJ.nn~r with the
following inK rirl ion - ' If ', IJoX'l" P"';I ;" 'uJ in c'Ji,,' - on the reverse,
' W, r.:'i/l/Jt" I"ru.'

:-':U t came the T hird Wn J under their C hief ;\l.au hJ.I . Col. W m.
Bb nJi ng J. nJ hi, II ..... i.unu, with the men 01.11 .ized J.nJ in perfect ord er
J.ecord ing to militny rJ.ct in , wit h 01. banner be..rin g the foll" wing mottos.
'TIJI" IJ,I JJ)'$ "/ RIJI)J, f iLm" Ar ;,t',,-rJf"\··-on the reverse , 'First
JJ':l."1t of RIJ" J I" ls l.mJ FruJ',m,' .

X cxt carne the Woonasqueturkct Association, wgclll " r with lhe citi zens
of Olncyvlllc, under their Chid :\ IJrsh~l. Asahcl :'1<:cr,', EMI. with "
band of :'o.l u. ic, consisting uf twenty two pieces "nd c Jtr~'lng twu bann"r!.
with the following mottus. - \\'uunJ.",!uctucht B~ rme r , ' \'ux Pu, uli
I'ux /) ,.;.' The vuice of the 1,,'(,!,le i. the voice of {~",l. On the rc ....-rsc,
the same .

T he Olncvville Bm ncr, un one side W J.S the late I' r"siJ "nt H arrison' s
d~' ing " or ds'- " If", r.:·;,IJ t lu trur f rj",-i,I" "f g.'>!·l"ntmoll u,.Jl"rJt,_" J
J'I I ('.xrit"l (;ut. 11 ·1" J,l " ,,f IJ;,,g ","'1" ." O n the reverse, an eXlr.ICt from
l' rcsiJ ent T~' ler ', InOl uguu l .-\JJrcw. - "F,ul "", (;f "/;";'fll J'" Suj­
fr..g.t". tIJt" hir tIJr;t,ht "j n 'I""! .imu iI"J" citizen."

Xel t in the proo::<."ssion were the cirizens of Pawtucket unJer th"
d ir,-<: t ion of their C hief :'o.l n ..hal, Pard on :\1. j enc ks, Esq. OlnJ his
.-\ ~isunu. bt:u in,ll: 01 banner with Ihc following inscrip tiuns, - " 1f·.:;rtIJ
",<il" tIJI" m,m, but 1<J"J J"I gr Jr°t"/ Ih l" T'"ln." O n the reve rse . "rirtul".
p<Jf,irdiJm ,<J"~" lrltt"/ligl""ct", rs. (;UI" IJ,wJrt"J <Jf/J thi,")' -j',/;( 1(;//<J rJ
:"" ,th "j " lrf . -

Xext Ih" o:: i t i /, ~ n s from Slatc rsvillc with a ban ncr ;111<1 J. band of music
unJa thc dirccrion of ~ :\la rsha1. (T he mot te un this banner we have
not ~ot. )

X ext carne Ol large cemrv Han ner born e bv \l r. X"d :\lJ t hew~n

of th is l·i t~·. hOl\'ing inscribe d un it "(; REE X i·:, B.\ RTO:-': , PERRY."
On ,he rCl'er K, 1t0 G ER \\"I LLL\ :'o. I ~ . :'TE I'H E X 1I01'KI :"S, WII.·
1.-\\1 ELLE RY."

f oUow in/il n lllc the cit iuns of ~m ilh ficlJ und"r their \hrshOlI beui nJl:
J. N nn"r with th c mO!lo-"RIJ ',JI" 111..",1 101.\" ,IJI" :1.';//"1" fra. Sfiril
I)f 1, 76." O n the rcn ,,§(.". " II I' Jlll_,r fj!'l"rty. S " J"J"i"l tlu 'iu~,'i"" .

T hl" ChoiruT. RIJ " J~ />L."J ', L.JJt SIJ.vlll"."
.-\her th" m n m" 01. Inge nu mbt:r of cirizens fwm \\' u r"n. BriHol.

Xewpon, \\ ·arwi ck. CrOl nston. Scituate OlnJ mu.;t "f the olher !O\~ n s

in the ~t~te .

Xexr (a rne the .\ mate ur ItanJ nf lh i! cin', blow lnjo( iii mUl",,1 notes
for the Iirst tim e tu the .."II of Lihcn y allJ 'equ ~l ri~h lS.

X,'xt in Ihc pr""cssion were th" cit izcns of thc fOllTlh \\"ard un,ler
the dir.·cti"n of thcir Chid ,\ brsh"I. O ren C b llin , Fill. anJ his assistants,
with two splend id H~n ncn with the mUIlOS - "S" IJ.uti"" :";lh,,1<1

Z'lnc "u>li ri'. Ili"" f" r ",'in, i" Rh" J c 1. I>nd ''' ' ,nc ''''nc<>hir " j ~ fr~~h"IJ

... , " ' ~ """h >' I~ ..I $11,..

TtlI' (-;IU..\T ~LTn,.\(;F I' .-\It .-\I>I-"

RI""ft"'~!II.M ;'-' '' .' ' O n the 1t",'n "" ," Su§ rd!.l", tlu /"Jlirn./bIl" .ighf 'jf
.I/.m ." T he .other. ~anner, " /UtI)JI" /;IoI'IJ 1I ·.I ~i " f. up," represented b~

a~ old nu~ JUs~ n~mg up from Ol couch on the Idt elbow J.nJ rubbing
hiS ,,~,-s wrth his rrghl hm.L in J j awn cxclaiming "/I _/. , 1""" f IJJtr
,It"ff,'" O n thc H'l'ersc is 11'0 fire en~in,'s each pb~' i n~ t\\'o sttc.nus "pUll
a s,mJ bank o n which st.mds a Iandboldcr with J bag of IImnc\' in hi,
hJnd" c."biminjo:. " 1t .l";~1s' lhe~' h,l'~ too much lit-an" ,llrc~.h. we
must loo k ou r fur "ur /o"n,I.' l ion.' · In hi, rvar stand- a heinjo: I.lheJ1eJ
cl~k'.'l 'on," ~"h<J ~xr lai llh " I.J' I'J' W ho arc thl»" irnpudc nt fcllm","
\ \ h il,t l h~ CJl'L lin o f the Hose r,dJ, out "work like men ,111,1 w e will
" Win Ic,·d the ir ...nJ han k." .\ lIolhn ( xdli ms "our caus<: is just, T hc
people AT,· thc ::'ol'e rei~n ."

\\·e think il "'Ie "i the best banne rs carried in the precession,
:" ~U carne the \\ ·,wm ,..cker ~ulf rOl ge . \-.o::i~ti..n, unde r the directinn

of their <?h id 'hrshJI "nJ hi, J"iSlanlS, r r,..,ed...J h~' Ol Nnd uf musi...
Jn J hearmgt"" splendid h"nncrs. c"nuining lhe i"ll""in,ll: motto•.
101. "A C(;rlJr,lufi" ". Rh"JI" lsfJ"J .."",r, I..t r , hut £Vjnu lIlt" ~.'il1." O n the
re\'ers<: ," }lt"r £;ti:t"", l ,I'/'./: IIJ,ir righu .I'll Jrl" prl"fV'"I"J t? 1'1.1;,,1';;,/
tIJ,.,n." :!J banner, "Ki" g CIJ.xlu ChJru", T IJ '-';I" Ih<if J,) r!Jt" ""ti.,~

"'flJ t I" tIJ, figIJti.,f.." O n the reverse, " TIJI" L.."Jh,)IJI"' " C"',,,o,ti,, ,/
t» .\',r·,.,,,hrr. D" t"J "'"" ,l1.1''''J J.-"""~:' ,",14 <ift" ""t."·

:" c ~t th.e fifth \\ 'J ~ J under the J i·ren iun " f ~Jm ud X. ~hJl\, r " l .
and his a" " lJ n ts, beari ng J h~nner, with thc llI" tt,, -'·l.il'n fV ',r Rt"r,­
"/,, li"1/." On the reverse , "Our Gu." l j ..tlu/"J ,-,1 1,,6, Our j '" t hl"I"J .:;j
ISl ! . Ou r"lr't"J i ll IINf."

Following them were the cirizcns of the sixth ward und er thc direction
uf Col. B. H opkins Jlh l h i, J", iSl.mtS. ht:arilljo: a 'plcnJi .l hJ n n ~r, \I ilh
tit" ",or.1. -"I" ",/i,,., thnl" iJ ' Irt"fl!.tIJ," rcpTloscnleJ bv I"·" h,ln J ,
c1a'l'e~ with J mutual g rip, 11",,,ing rh.n thc,l arc unit",J in ;heir .lru~~le
fOf. Libe rty a~J equal ri,ll: hh . O n rhc re\'cn.c, "WI" l'J"~' "''' Righl l ."

r he ncu In order " '" re rhe o::itizellS 011 ho rscNcl in br~e number>
,,'~i~h OlddcJ ~reJ.tl~· to rhe di~nir~' of the rroce;.sion .

I he next in the rruceSl'ion were th" C".lIchm~·n and ~ug,·m"n . unJcr
the Ji"-<:ti,,n of Iheir \!J rshOl I. J,,"S!'<.·.I in hlue huc:l,. hearing thc ib~

uf the l 'n i..n , with th~ "urd, in..... ribcJ IhcH~,", " WI" If/I)~, ~lt".Jr, righl.
W I"'U Irir-I" JIJnJ."

O n the !cft eJl1I... the f) rJn ncn. Olbout 60 in number on h"rscbJck
unJcr '1Jrsh ~ 1 Col. O J l "" Jr~;.scd in white fruds, hcJring in g,.,.1 sl\'l~.
J N nner with .ll mullo, on one ,i.lc. "TIJI" T l"rr',r oj 0fprt"fJi " " ." O ll·the

" T~~ Ch!~' l ,, 'n "I" r" ...lo"IJn ""' p~rm;It,'d I" '''1(".
·T ~ i . in" ' ;l'f' " '' rrk.. I.. . ,"" nol;lUli"n .1 ,""n"''' li" " c.,II ..J b,' , Ii ~ 1;,·,,,,, ,,1

' \"," 11 ,bly ;n Ih ~ p,("Cl°.!i", F~b,u.'h "h id , ,HHh " ri, ("J " .' , ~aI'P" ;l i "f\ Ih, . I,"~
1(", ~ .I>l u,~ bu, ".10 Jf; ' (" " "" ,p«i, 1 ;n'tru<l '''''' ,~, ,,,J , ,, , ' UfIr", .. ,<1"'11'. I' .,,' i, i,
r;"",n "". , (",f r;<I<J h' h~~h"t J.... . l ·!l inu rd .' Il>i, "''''Tnl ,''n ,·i~I,li", I" public
r"""'~' p,,,d,,,"~J > <..not,luli"n >11 " " , 1 at 1iI•• ,"1 ". floc " J"":ri~'. C" " .l ilt,l i" n"
d,.,,·n up b," .~~ "u~,~,~ 1'''1,·, bUI ,hi. d"cum("n t " •• ,("j"'l..d.l lh.. p"II,. " .. inJ~·
k.,.u,~ ',f th~ "rr".. r,,,,, "f l ~ c lI..rril"'.



~TI..- pa..d•• i" o lhr , .... 'd•• fI.r"J..d 1m", \I .. h t '~u..r uF "' , rlh "'l . i" ."d
.. mil h S,lrt'r" 'n app'''''n'. lel. Ihr .i,.. , I Ihr ".1< II · U' r ..\ " nn .

R~' BradforJ Fuller Swan

Riogurhers of Roger Williams hne hJJ little to ~I' abt,ul hi. vtav
in 1'1.I'IIWUlO Colonv. probably because source material is exrrcmclv ..:nc·e
in eumJ'arison with th.· copious comments of \\ ' inlh rop Jurinjt \ \ ·illiJ1l1s·5
Slayal SJlcm and lhl'lengthy court records of Ihe f-Jnishment prf)ceeJinlls.

It is uti.f~'i"lf. therefore. 10 report that \ \ ·illiJmo made .>.1 leJ'1 ..nc
guoJ fri.·nJ at 1 >I~ m"u l h . T he fri"nJ ,,~s D r. :'Jmuel Fuller. the kind­
hearted \I J~ rl"wer physician.

. In D r. Fulle r' , will. proved -'II Jul.l· 1(, B . the rh~si,·ian b"'lue;llhs to

hIS son Samuel "also IWO other Acres ..f bnJ w<h wc re I:i\'en me l-~

EJwnJ Bircher scituate & being al :'uawberr., hill if Ill' Roger W illiam,
rdu<c 10 .>.('C,pl lhem J; formcrh' he hath .lone:'

Fun her on in Ihis f-,lm" J",-u ~elH the rullowinjo: apreJrs;
"·\\·hal.oC\'er Ill' J{ ' >j{er \ \ ' illi"nn i.l inJ"f- te,l tf) me upon ml' hoole for

rhi.id I freely jo:h'e him.'" .
T wo rea... ns for Ih il friendship pres<:nl themsch-« immediJteh-. In

the lint rbce. Dr. f uller aFrean to hJ le k.:n deJ<"on of the I'h l~, ,, u t h
- - - .

other, "(JI,r righ/f u r ~lil/ nt.J;1/I.';1/. " \ \'ilh a horse and a ,Ir~y pain ted
in ~'M,J Ink.
. T~e procession, after hning been form",1 with gru! c xpedition, con­

'Idenng III greJt length. bv the Chief \ h n hJI, Lieut. C..1. \. ~ .

Edwards, .>.nd hi. assistants, 'CapL H . RJil.\·, Lieut . wm. II . H op kins,
Cvl. H . W.>.leo. Benj ..\ m old . j r., T . L. W .lf1U" r • .Ind D. 1'. Cd~",' e ll .

Fs..lrs. commenced mm'ing on Ih" route ,1"signJte,1 by th" Commiuce
on .\ rr;l1ljo:\'menu .

T he length of the procession WJS >0 gtcat th.>.t on the nriul of the
Butc he rs at the encl...urc on Jefferson'. "bin, that the dra\'men were
crossing the Bridge on \I ar l et :"Iuarc.~ .

.\ft"r the pru,;"ssiull had entered the "nclmure. the one hundredth
I'~lm wao . ung by the muhitud", In,l J PU~H offereJ prefectly appro­
prute to th" occasion I>y the Rev. \Ir. Halch , chaplain. Jfll,r which,
o"ing to the immense multitude congregaled togelhcr, the O x. calf,
JnJ pig. with the nUlllmolh loaf uf brown br\·ad . & c. we re spceJil~'

de\"llllre.l. T he inclenu-nrv of the wc.uhe r rrel'<:nt\·,1 i hc reading of
tw.U JnJ the aJJrt:Sl un the I'lain. anJ thcv were rut over to the m,·ct ing
Jt the T own hous<: this evening. T he pr'x-.... ion JI:Jin formed and
rauJeJ the 5tre"U delignJleJ bv the cummiue<' of arrangements 10 the
Cil~' H olel. where each ......,Iilln ~,'as J i'mim:c J in th" must perfect order,
.'1 .1 o'clock, 1'. \ 1. b.l· the C hief \ l.m hJ I. 1"lI t : IlROW ~ P AI·t.II.S

Tlu Ruf'A"' of.J Rh ,,'~ I ll.m' Hw ;'u l1 fj,,,;/~'

R )· j ames B. IIeJl:es
.-\n'~fiun Anl',!u.,'.n S,,(i~I~·. P,&u,Ji~", \",,1 . 'l. Fr. !l.'v,.

I' rofe.so r Il edg"s' a rticle is a sum mnrv of scvcra] vcars "I "'''rl with Ihe
Wllet:l ion of approximately J iU.OUO p.IreTS, on Je~.. ir in the John Carter
:o,in. \'01: I: II i. doo.prinlN in \ ·01. II of t·ull r r·. Ih'",o,·olu_ F~l1u G, ....I&t~.
rh r .. ,II ,. ,nlrn... ly '~ ln""lin",; D, . t ·ull r r·. d","<lr, i••dmir>bl~' ind'utrd b,­
Ihr ",""u..to. "nr "I "h'eh ",.\C I" Ihr /' I)-m" ulh l·hu«h Ih~ linl "It hi. br.." n . ,"
h..,r ." 'trr hi. dull,. T hr fund r, l.hli.I>rd " jll> lI> i• • ,,;n,.! i••Iill in ..iotr",r
I hrll~\C. '

"Winthrop'. 1&",....1. \ '01. I, r. iiI.
~ H ' •.u"."'.I1;,,&,y (Com"".n ....hh ~".I, p. ,II;.
• Rudlord', lIi'I&'1, Fp. JI'i-lI6.
I t:tn~1 SUlhrrbnd B. tM, in .f .....,;,".. f ·,,;rl>. ",i\C. J,r.t errdit t" . 'u llr l I"r

drul ..pmjf Srp ...t;,m , t S.ll~m . If Dr. f ullr r " ., Ibr I,,,k b<l"-r~" S,I"m .1"d
P ly", ,,,,, h. br "lOy h~u had a hand in !>rinrinJr W ill iam. thr,r hum S.lrrn ah.r
~\·illi.m.:•.~r'l (r""hl. in Ihr Hay. R. I•• ",.ku Fulln an nl,,,,,,rlv i",';,runl' bll'u'"
,n tJo~ r"I1"""... d"..lopmr" l "I tJor \h.uehu"'110 "olo"in. The cl~ ut.I'o" b.-I"'",
Dr. t u.ll r r ·, dr..h and \\·ill i. " ..•• drparlur.. f,o", 1'lJ·....... lh ••Ith...."'h daln or. o"t
.pp,o.,"'>I:, "ur hr .. ."tJo "uJy. W m i. ", , ·. 1i..1 ,hild .... b.-.,,, in 1' 1 ~'m""tJo lit:
Ii~ot .. rrk ,n .-\"lTun. r,,,h.hl,· ""I 10"'" >fur Ur. Full ., ' . d.. tI,. Did , Vill i. ", . l,,' r
h", , :ro"lT"" 'uPr" , t" ... h~n . ·u ll. , Jied•• nd r..m.i" onlr In"", ""oU8h /'" M. ry
Wd~ ..n". 10 h": h~r ,hlld ~ " nll,,"·' " 'I~",ori.l" hinto Ih.1 """y ....e "u""'iIlin,,,"
In ","'r h,m J d"",,,u1; d,d I),. Fullr,', dUlh lurn Ihr I,d...",.i"'1 Iho.....·ho .. "rt'
rr.~,·~ili"", uf",n Willi."" 10 "ar ! Or ... il Pro F~ ll..r', dUlh ..hi,h i".ri....
\\ ,ll ..",. 10 m" ,·....... ' Tht'Ir ar" h~'F"thrli,.1 ~u"'lio".; Ihn ' ,h ould "01 hr (On·
I" ...d .. ith hi,lo,y . '

Book Review

Tif t: BROW:\ I':\I' ER:' 9;

',hurch J.urin~ \\· i lli ~m~·. term .u ~i~IJn{ I" the pa'lur. :\ Ir. Ralph Smith?
Such J cm-umstance would naturally hrin/: them into cl,,",.. acquaintalla.

In tnc sc,-nnJ place, D r. F uller hJ~ been reported "J holJing ardent
:'''puti.t \'i<:\\$; \ \ 'illi;uns' . ~runi.m al thi. time is. of course. "ell
l,no\\n. In the 'rri~g of 1.619 . the authorities at ~Jlern Iud appt'JIc:d !O

Plymouth ("r meJlul OllolilS!ancc: to handle cases of scurvv and similar
Ji><:J.S<C' atflidinll: the ncwlv-ar rived colonists. (;OI'nnor Bu ,lforJ sent
Dr. Fuller [0 :'alcm'. aid."

T hai Dr. Ful1..r did not he.il.uc 10 air his •.j".... on rdigion while he:
".Is.1l :'akm,. anJ Inn they' met with conlideuhl" "prrmal among the
IOW",PCOp]c, rs ,1ppnenl from John Endicou ' s letter to Governor RrJd ­
ford , thanking him (or Dr. Fulle r's d)Si~l.lnc".·
_ JUS! how much ~r . Fuller il respo nsible for h;I\'ing prepared the
~alem grou~d to receive the leeds of \ \ i lliam; , staunch ~p..utism. Jnd
ulht'r qUeitlono JI to Ihe relationship bel wecn Ihe \ 1.1, Hewer doctor ..nd
Rhod e " b nd·. founder seem to offer subject m at te r 'for research, Per­
h... ps l11u:e c...~ be uneart he d 011 Williams's st ...~' .II 1' 1~ ' rn ou \ h by runnin/(
down thIS IrJtI. 1

RIIO DE I ~ L\:\ r> III :,TOk Y.,
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l 'he fig ures of non -op"'rJling recei pt. I' " re »miucd from the condensed
'Tre..sure r's Report p rinted in the I.m il.'ue, Corn:c{ report fuljows:

I- ~/l<j(l.H

H ,Ji _I.' O
l,1 ';2 .~1

1- 29 ,1 ~ ';An

f. 1).1)"!..' 2
-J ,2J O.OO
.1.1;2.111

11,86 1.21
f.2I), 11ol :;A fl

H,-J O,; ,2 ;
3.274 .1 ;

1'; 0.0 (1
I); .'H

U;-:; .OO
20 J. 9 -J
18 1>.0 ;

I 'N I

l-i .HO,11
J6 l1 .4 2
ilq3..1~

'I i I ,U9
49 .U ~

JH.H

f.[ ! ,!I,U:\
l,i"IH.ll !
i ';, 11 0 1, un

f. I H,n '4 .'j' l
;(>(1 .7.2

/ 'u omt ,~aQlmf [or tilt )"tdT'

CJsh on h..nd J..n. I , I'H 1
Rta ;pt J

,\ nn u..l D ues
D i" iJen ds ..nd Inlerest
Renl al of Rooms
S..lc o f PubliC.1 tio n'
~Utc .--\pprop ri..tinn
~ t.1 t e Pure"J"'" of :--;ewsp"pcn
:'unJr ics

1'0,..1O per" l illg Inro me
Con lr ibut io n. received
5..le of securi ties

R" nu ' T T . DOII'S S,
'l' " .m"tr

T he JCCOl1n1 ' nf thc ~""'i"l\' \,,'re ;ludi l".II>, ' Ifr...! J, \ 'ieu un,ler
Ihe direct ion of the \ u,lil' C"mm il1e,', -",h'n I I . \\' ~ 1I" C h" irHl.ln.

n is;'urJtmtnls
~..larics ..nJ Libru,l" Expcn SC5
R,. ,b ..nd Periodic..I.
H ear, Insurance , OrJin..rv Rcp..i"
I' uhlic..tio ns Committee .
\l emben;hip Comm iu ee
Lccturc Committee

T otal O peu t in,\: Di. f,urllC m"nu
Rcnov..rion I I)-JI
l' urchJ"'"of ~ecuril i es

CJsh on h..nd Dec. .; I , 19-J1

B I I. \ ,, " · t, ~H nT, l h, I' ~ M ll t R ; I , I'H I
.~JJtfJ:

CJ.h Jnd Sal'ing ' Deposit
Im'eslmen!s
['f()!,er!: ' ( Rl·JI l"SI .I I{", t->. . ,l" de .)

l.i"/'ilit it'J :

F und Res{" r",'s. Ie" I' rin<" il',i1 dd i"i,
Income Surplus

Rl" hl" IS!J n,1 I l i. t'>ricJ! ~()(" j e t~·,

Brown l.i h r J r~ . which J "JI with rhc mchitariocs ~dilit;e."f lhe Hrown
Iar nilv from liU. to 19 1.' .

T her arc .i~nilicJ n t . he wr ites: "tirst, hccJUSC the Ih",," fJ 11lil~
toul'hed «> IIlJn' ditfc rcnr fJl'e!:l of ,--\mer;<:Jn husille:!S life: "'-...·'mJ, h...•
C.1USe lh" fJlIlil~' habit of Je;tro~'ing- nothin g- that WJ' important : this
resulted in In initbl completeness of the collection whic h no subsequent,
.clf-Jrp"ioled gUJr,liJn "f rhe bmil~"l reputation hJ~ seen fit to impair,
T he pJpe r., therefore, li[i\e the pl..in , un\.1rnisheJ H'r,ion uf ..,ycul
imporrant chapters in the hi!lorr of .\maion business. Th c~' ..re nota ble
in the IhirJ place becau....· of rhc ir time 'p.ln. T her e arc, of course, m..n~
cnllOCli"m "f pJpcrs """ ring une or two generations of .. given bmily Ilr

l-ulincS5 bur il i. doubtful if :here is ..nmh"r brge hoJr "f documents in
.--\ meri(J rcpT\"Knlillll: 5O;",'n generations of One business fJmilr. whose
J..minant bu,incH interest Ihift<:'J from one ge nera tion to ..nether. T hc
Brow ns \\ere J rluuri.hing bu.in",;; concern J{ the rime o f the ~e'en YNr. '
" ' Jf; their Jcti,ili". were IJ 'llr gruler ..nJ mOTe "'mpl,,:.: when the
.Ymcricxn C i" il " ' Jf broke nut J hunJrcd vcars late r;"

In I' rnk s.t>t 11" ,lg"" "pinion the B row~ p"pcrs "in be " inJ i' pe nu ],lc"
10 thc "ne who I' ill ,..me JJ~' write the h;; lor~ . of inrercokmi..l tuJe prinr
to t he Rcrolu rio n. I'r,'<";( upJt ion witn bu.iness J iJ nOIprevent the wr ilers
hum refc rring 10 d""iullS ..nJ other poli tic..I m..ncrs in RhoJc i>1..nJ
..nJ Ih" ruher colonies. T he de ..ling, of the Browns wit h the government
durinll" the Re' ·olution .ITe full.'" rele..leJ ; ..nJ Iheir corr~f"mJcn(ewirh
me rch..nu from ~J\.1nn..h 10 I'"rl b nd rdlL"ClS the economic ..nJ mifitarv
situJtinn of the whole cour urv. '

In 1; W, bc:1i[,,"thepJl1ncr~hip "f Rm \\ n .); h e, whose tiles ..rc "ri,-h in
r{'('nt,l.uf Ihe B..hie. C h inJ ..n.] F...~t I nJ i.. rradc." unlil l ll.HI "hen thcv
sold their 1" '1 .hi p, hJ"ing co rnplctcd thc transfer of t he c..pi1.11 accumu­
bteJ in maeitimc IrJ Je 10 man ufact ure Jn J works of internal improvement,

,\ fter 11'11 ' Hmwn & 1\"('. b,.-c..me one of IWo domin..nt g roUpl in
southern :,\ "", Engb nd in COl1on nl.1n ufJCturing, conIrolling hunJ r"J~ uf
Ihou •..1O.I. o f > !,iI1Jle~ , .-\gJin tnmferr inli[ Ihe ir profi ts to olhe r tid.l.,
J fter IJoI-J(l Brown 5; h el hc''' 1l1e in tere. teJ in fJ i h,''' ~'s : H p,Hlicip..nH ill
Ihe tinJnci ng "f l'i nu.1J1~· Jll lines wcst of Ihe If u.lsoll ; In,1 Jccj\'e r r,,­
moters of ....·'·e ral carl." lilH,'s in Ihe \ I i••i.sippi \'JI1I': '.

T h.' ir Jtlention II'J' next Jtlt..ctc,l to mining, where th",' wa c brgd,l"
mnce-tIl", l w ith up"nin g Ihe :\IJ Hludte u ngc, " I'rnh"hl.,'," I'rof." "" r
I1 cd~e. as,al' , " nn ol he r g roup of b nd . pCCU!JlOtS in our hist"r:' d e,l lt in
" iJ.11Jl1 ' j, un .n m;m." J itf crenl fronliers or mTr SO long J rai",1 .h Ji,l
t h" llrnw ll!,"

T h,'s,' ,He 1'lIt ,l f"1\" Ilf Ihe top in on whi ch Ihc Brol\"n r ~ pen shed 11 ""
lig hl, ,\ IJ who h;I' " he,'n I'ri, ileg" ,l to " ". th" prd imi nar: su rn~." w ill be
g~.I,1 to le.ltn tll.l! .lrt,lllgc·ll1 Cnt . hal'" IW"n ma,k to comple le th ,· ," lkn ­
d.1r inll" and that I' rofn .o r !l edge, Will l·l11 h.>, I~' t ill' rnllhs of h is inHsti,lp­
tion' in J full k n!o: th reputt wh ich willI", l' ubli,heJ .



Ncws- Totes

of the R hode Island H istorical Society

O n Tue~,hy, Ju ly i , 194 2, we shall "pen the J nh n Hrow u H" use tn our
membe rs and the public. Not all or the librurv ,md collec tions hH'e been
mov ed 10 ou r new horne , but the most Ircqucnrlj- u""J materi al i& now
in place.

John Brown H ouse will be open Jail~' from 9 a.m. 10 ; p.m.: Tuc"h~'

c\'cning from 7109 p.m.; and :'unJa~ afternoon, [rom .1 10 :; p.m.

• • • •
.-\dYanccd Inst rucl ion in Research anJ ~ 1 e<:h an in at Brow n l 'n il"!:" rsil\ '

kgan illl hc O ld C;tbinct, 611 W alcrnu n Street, on J une I ; , 194 2. .

Some Recent Accessions
~L\:-'; L'SC){II'TS :

Lf/f('r Ir,,", R',rh"mlu "" t" Er ll r" .;", H" ~" r" , 17j1ll.

Lf/f('r In", O/nr .f 1I';",,,r ,'-' Pr'Jf'iJ,.",--,., JCKribin~ ;t visit III the " 'n h­
inglo05 at ~t"un l Vernon, ~hrrh j I , 171111 .

Cif.j/ II""r r",uJf',,,J,.,,u, gift of ~lr s, Gl'Orge " '. G ard ner .

Gt::-';E.-\LOGI E~ ;

Th , l"irKi'liJ C<1fP, b irfax Car~' rx. Y. 1( 19 ) ,

T Ill! EJ f /,1t FJmil)' '-'I S 'A'J So,fiJ, ,\ . \ \-'. H , Eaton [Privately Printed,
1929), ,

A (,'ou"!,,gir,,1Rrnml "I J" II,/ '\-F fj,,,J 'lIId El iz.dl'rfh Seott , J.Sputford,
{Soliton, 111 11 11 ) .

T h, Til/ i" gIlJsl G'''''''/'-'KJ ( T~r,·wri{len) •

.\ IISCELL.-\:"EOl" S;
A r ,./tfurr in Rr", ,.,,, J.rJna, ~I."\. DeWolf fl owe [ Boston, 1(41) , Ki f!

of author,

S m f" ' f T carr, Philip A. ~ I eam ( :\. Y.. 1(14 2) , g ift ef author.

T hr SU,,"J (;r, JI Au-.dn,i" K i ll C',,,'utl;,ut, C. R. Keller ( Xcw H aven,
1(42 ) .

I'u ,uu i"" Cd t RU'(' /f 'U / U":. Y.• I 'H 2) .
T h, U"rI,rgTlilmJ R,/ilm"J i ll ,1I,1Ji,/, hw ,ItJ , w. II , Sichert ( 19 .10) .

{JU A" l flm"l,i!'J. '1'..." "Crap h""k•.
T il, C', ,/Ii,ullf,u C'",g'OJ, E. C. Burnell ( 8"&IVn, 1(41 ) .

f) iC/i''''.Jry (;1.i m..,.;,Jt' lI;s/',, 'Y, (, \ 'olum cs (:-.; . Y., 1(40 ) .
W .G. R.
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