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Mrs. Vice-President Adams Dines with

:'I lr. Joh n Brown and Lady'

T hroug h the courtesy of the American Antiquarian
Society , we arc privileged to publish for the first time
two lett ers from Abigail Adams, recounting her visit to
Providence ( 1789 ). T hey are ttl her sister M ary, wife
of Richard Crunch of Brain tree. T he second letter, prai s
ing J ohn Brown H ouse set tles perhaps, the source of an
admiring descr iption genera lly attributed to her son, J ohn
O uincv Ada ms.

In February, 1788, J uhn Adams was recalled to the
United Sta res from Eng land" after eight months spent in
Paris, following the Peace T reat y, and at the I Iague, and
three years in E ngla nd , with his family, as envoy to the
Court of St. J ames ([785 -88).

O n arrival home he was elected to Congress, but never
took his seat, as he waselected Vice-Presiden t in :\-b y, 1789.

T he two letters which full ow were written when M rs.
Adams was on her wav from her horne in O uincv to "Rich
mond I l ill" the house occupied by the Adam~ family in
New York, then the scar of the government .

":\'ot e~ h., \ l ~ rt h . 1 \ \ ". ' \ I'p l<:wn. fonuc rlv an JSSiSl.111t ,11 Rho .lc lsland
I I istorica l :'<J<: il"t.,-"
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Providence, J une 19 , 1789

:'o Jy Dear Sister

This Day is the .\n ni \-er~ary of my Land ing in J{I,:-tOn'
and tomorrow th at of my departure from it. :'o1any arc
rhe mercies 1 han to he thankful! for t hrough all my pere
grinations. All th e painfull :'Cl·IH::- I han: passed th rough ,
has been the temporary -cparation from my Fri end-.
Fatigue either of Body or .\lind I scarcely name amongst
them, fur I ha ve my pleasures and gratifications wh ich I
set dow n as a balan ce to them. Cousin L ucv" has to ld vou
that Ll eft H ome about 8 o'clock. We proceeded to .\ 1;lIl's
I nn" in \\' rcn rham before We :-topred-27 miles- where
We d ined upon roast veal , wast chickings, salad &c" West
I nd ian sweet meats I ought not to forget in t he desert .
It is rea lly a very good Inn. We set off at thr ee o 'clock
and reached Anlcbo roug h about five where we rested .
I met wit h .\ Jr. and .\J r... .\1a"OIl ~ and .\ l i:-s :"ewel""' goi ng
to X cwport. W e passed an agreeable H our together. .\ t
six we renewed our journ ey and reached P rovidence at

•J une I'J, 1:88, :\I r, . ,\.:101m' I.inJ~J in Boston , :\hss,u:hu5<:1l" on her
return from E ngland..\ vifl.lill :'m ilh) .-\J.lm•• [Xovember I I , 17H 
O•.-Iobcr 211 , 11l1l'i) W.I. the dacghter of the Reverend Willi.lm and
Elizaberh (Qu inc~) Smith of \\"e~ mou th . :\Im.i chu-ett •. :' he married
(Oclt.t>cr 2:; , 1;64) John .-\J.im>, Ifl.:IOOcr ll~. 1;3 ~ - Jul~ -t. 11\26)
tim Yice-Presidenr ( I ; li9-9 : ) .inJ ••-cond President ..f Ihc Un ited
~ute' ( I 79 ; - 1SOI ) , son of J ohn olnJ :'u§.Jnn.i ( Bo~-IHon ) ,\d.in!'. They
hold five chi ldr en: John Qu in ,·~, (liuh President of the l ' nitcd ~ l.ll C1') ,

'Thumas, C harles• .-\ toto~- • .InJ ~u l.3 nn .i who Jid younfl.

:: 'I n . Lucy (H utohl rd ) .\J.lllll . ,life of John Adarn, of Lincoln. cousin
of her husband. J oh n Adams, of O uincy.

~ D.I\ i,1 ., l an of " .rcn t ham \\ .1< an innholder ~5 early ~. I 72-t• .lIIJ g ~ " e

hi. IUlJ1~ 10 the In n.

~ I'mbJ bl~- -'Ir. .lnJ .' lr•. nen.i ~l11 i n :\1.""JI1 of :-':l'\\~"" rl ; h.· " .1' .1 well
~n ()\,n merchant of that ci l~-,

,., /'"" ih1r .I sister "f T imoth.l· :" l'I\ ,J II h" I'." liling in ;\ ~\\!,"rl .It
t h.lt time. lIe m.lrr in i :\largJfct • on Fehru'H,1 Ill .
in ;\ cI\ r on . ('-ilJ I Kn'<>r J ~ , :-':"" ro rt Counl.' -) .

\lK:" \ llT- I' KJ-:~ JJ)E.\T .\ IH \I:'

half aftt:r. ' \C II. We put up at Ihggt:tt'" Inn" j u-t at the
ent rance of the T own <irua red upon a Hill oppo:-itt: the
Stare H ou-e' commanding a rim: view of the river &. whole
T own. " ·e arc role rnblv wel l accomodarcd , hut sho uld
have been much better i f rhe Covemour" had nut taken the
be-t Chambe r h(:fure I came (court being now in .. »sion )
and he ha- not had the politnc-s eith er to otter tu gi ve it
up or to make me a vi-ir, though he has had much cun ver
-arion with 1\ ,lIy· and now & then rake s a peep at me from
the enrrv. .\ Ir f irsr inquiry was after a packet. I fou nd
only ICaptain I Brown's here. H e came and I like him.
lie has a very good packer" Ii hears a good character him 
self, hu t sars he cannot he ready to Sail till Saru rdav morn
ing. T he wind todar is directly against us.

In about an hour after rnv arriva l I received the visits
uf the following persons -' .\ Ir. Ii M rs. Arnold, " the
Gen tleman was one of the Committee who came to .\I r.

~ n.lg-~ ~ [( ·. Inn. \\," the 'hn, ion House, .umelinll:s'·.I11eJ Ihc (;ol.1en
Bol li I nn on Hcnc tit ~tr e el .IUU", from the O ld ~Ute H ouse. now razed
( 1941) . \\ ·.I ~h i n" I"lI ,1"FFcJ there in I ;QI,. T he (,.lndle"ti,·l. which
were used at H old en I b ll at the to.lll in honor of W.l~ h i n~ ton durin" his
lisil.ITe in the RhoJ e hlJnJ lI i ~t o r iC.l 1 ~)Ciel~ .

: Thc :' I.lIC H" u"" i~ ,liII ,unJin~ on ;\orth :\I.lin :'!r.'el. now the
Sillh Hi' Hicl G .url .

'Gm'ernor lohn C"llim of ;\ ~ " F" .rt . kJJer of t h e ".lHI- "hich r~

fu>cd to ulif~' ·Ihe C"n'lilulion.

· l'roNbl~' :\I .l r~ or :\1 ~ r i J " l'ol1~" j ctlcrson ( I; ; 5- 11'2 J) J.lUflhlt:r
of T h"m.l; .Ielfen.. n, later _\ Irs. EpJ'i.-s. tim wife of hu o.u~in John
W.i~ lcs E pre~ of ' - i r~ i n i .l . O ther letters of this reri',J Il1l' nlion '· Polly··
.le /f.·uo n ;l.nJ it i. rre,um.·J th.il ,h" ,n. lr.i,,,lIing home from Ihe Con
vent in France, \\ here .he hold been ,",-'nl to be educated ....me ~~.Irs bsr k.
'· 1',,11\" 11 .1' "under ' I n ..\J.llll; wing" while .he WJ, abroad. (",e
I.rllr~l (,I J/n . .~ J,,,f/.' , rhr ~l"ifr f'l } f,hfl AI,,,,,,. 1-0:- e h.IT1,·, FrJ Ill" i.
AJ ol m,,)

''' :' 1001' 1I.lnu K" l , Col}'!. Br" wl1 . which sailed on 111.- 2(1[h for ;\.'.,.
Y" r l ;Kn,r.li n,l:: I" ,m ill'llI in T he 1',.' ,f"i'/rl lU" ( ; ,1":;('/ 11' ,m'! C'" O/ I q '

" ' /U'/1"I, pu hli,h c,l in Pro, i,k lln ·. J lIne 211. I iWI. T hl' !""'ht \\'.1, b,l('k
in l' r",-i,!cnn ', .luI.' 41h,

11 :\Ir , .InJ 'I rs. J" nJlhJn ,\rn"U of ;\ ~Wporl .
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Adam... from the T own of Xcwport &. Providence. .\ Ir. &
.\ Ir". Francis" t h i ~ Lad y is the daughter of .\ Ir. j ohn
Brown of rhi , T own, ,,0 celebrated for hi" Wealrh . .\ Ii...~
Bowen" the Sister to the late Govemour. CI)!. Peck."
.\ Jr. Robins;" Tutor to the College &. .\ Ir. Shrimptou
I I utchinson " and .\ Ir.;,. Ij o-eph I Xig hringule , al l of whom
in the name of mall}' other Gentlemen and Ladies regretted
rhar I had disappointed them in not letting it be known
when I sho uld 1'Ie: here a" they had agreed to meet me
severa l miles out of T o n. .\ Ir. and Yl rs. Francis invited
me tu take up my abo d e ith them. I excused m}-~If. but
have promised to take T ea & -pend the Evening if I de
not go o ut of T own . This morning 1 am to take a ride
with them to sec the T own & to return my visits , if I am
not prevented by company. but my wish is not to be de
tained a moment. Prav write me &. let me know bv the
next po...t whether my furniture is all on Board .hn~ard ' :
& .....hen he will Sail. I should be glad to hear how .\1 ~.

BriIe [sler ' i... I left her in great afflict ion.

'" \I r. <lnJ \l rs. J " hn "r.lncis. \I rs. Francis " -J, .kbbv Brown. <I

JJu!':hler of John Brown. silhoec ne on con:r. .

13 J'w N hly \l i<;6 .\IJry- Howen. own siste r of GO"crnnr J Jb..·L Rowen.
He .1150 haJ 1\ .... h.1lf sisters, ElizJbelh [B et sey}• .1nJ :\<l ncy·.

lIColund Geor!': e P.oc k. W <lS J l. ieulenJnl-Coloncl. JnJ Com nu n,h nt
o( the ~ClltlJ Re!,: imen l o( \l ilitiJ in the Count\· of Pro vid ence, R. I .. in
17111 . JITorJinjt 10 the Rhr,J" IltJ"J C-:.I"'liJI R<'Cc<rdJ. Volu me IX. H c
WJ.I " ' bnha l o( the [Iisrrict" JccorJing 10 Smirh's Cir·il J",j .\1;/ir,1> "
L iu" Volume I. .

I ' \l r..\ .her R" lo im (Ya le. I ill!) W.1' lutM at Brown L'nivcrsitv
under President .\ 1Jnni ng. .

1 '~ ;\ lr. ;;hrim pl" n H Ulr hin"-I1l . ;on of \\ ' illi:!nJ and El ilJhc!h H utch
in';'l1l . T he I'rr lT,i ,j" "", ( ; ,r.:.<'fte of Xovcmbcr .10 . 1l'l1 1 reco rd ed hi;
JeJth '" "the venerable Shrimpton H utchinson: ' I.He nr Huston, JieJ at
R r' ~ l k ! .l n . Conu.• ,,!':eJ 'JI y-e"rs. \ lr , . :\ ight ing.,Ic. wife of Col. JO;<:l' h
:'\ ijthtillg.de. lil'e-l in t he huu", J("fm; I'Il,,"cr St.. 110\\ o"neJ ~" J"hl1
~i dl<'I.l , 11 m.. 11 . . •

n C:!!,!.,i l1 .\ tll'C' Bu narJ . 111.' ;\I. r of lhe , hip [ .\·,I i ., <JUI oj 11'''1011 .
I' \ I rs. John /l ricllc r \\." the ,,-ife of lh.· .-\ J .lI11 ;' ""1l1 ", rUlI t. Sh,·

surfen-J J ~ r,· .11 ,k,l wilh a Sl rml;Kh .,;Iment.

I feel the want of .\I r". Hri[e [sler ,1.;, a H air draper, on
ot her accounts Polk d oe s vcrv well. M arilda is well, &.
her finger much berrer , Let ~lr" . Storer" know. if you
please. :'\Iy best Regard" to all my Dear Friends. It
grieved me to see you so dull, you used to keep up you r
Spirits better. Do not let them flagg. :\ mer ry H eart
dues good like a medic ine. We ... hall hear often from one
another , and th e separa tio n be rend ered le...", pain full by
that mean".

T his moment a Card is broug ht me from .\I r. lJohn 1
Brown &. Ladv with an invi ta tion to dine with them todav
& that they ":i1I vi...it me at tell. I accept it , a-, (Captain]
Brown cannot go till tomor row. Adieu my dear sister
me-t

Affecrionarel y yours
Abigail Adam....

Richmond H ill," J une 28. 1789
~I ~- dear ~ i ~ ter

I wrote you from Providence "orne accoun t of my pol ite
recepti on there & clo...ed my letter ju...t a... I had accepted an
invitation to d ine with ~ l r. Brown & Ladv. The forenoon
was pa......ed in receiving visits from all the principal Gentle 
men and Ladies of the T OW Il , who seemed to vie with each
other, to convince me that though they were inhabitants
of an Antifedera l Stare," they were themselves totally
against the mea...ures pur-sued by it . and that they enter-

.D \ fr s. Storer ( l i]!l.1';; 26) was born H annah Qui nc~- . J .1 ughter of
jo, iah Q uincy .1nJ married as her Sl'«mJ husban d Ebenezer ~ Imer . John

:-\ Ja ms courted her before he tinallr m.ur id .\ hi!,:ail Smith, l-CC D. \1.
wuson's. W h,." / " ,1<'! <'IJJ" 11("" B"gan ( H""tun. 190! ) . r r' . i! . I iO .

"" J{ ichmooJ H ill was lht· hou se which sl"',J .. a.....ul .1 mile ou tside
;';eW York .. . on ' I hill _ Richmond II ill - al Ihe enJ of In ..ven ue

th reaJ ed with f"T<·~t trees '''hi lu xuriant sh rubbcrics" (l-CC J)"Tol h~'

Ho~r.e :i l,ix"it Ad''''JJ . 1"h~ S,.,."",I First 1.J'(;' (:\ t"w York. 1(29 ) , nil"
r.lrl of (~ r e en ,," i l: h \ ·il1.lge. which was '~·l"u !, i t· J b~.- Ihe .\.h lns falni l~ '

whik lhe ( ;m ernm enl had its St'll in :\el\' Y" rk C it,- in I i i'l'J.
~1 Rho.le I,bnJ di,1 no! a.h 'l'l the C""~l i l u l i ll n until \ lay 1i90 . In,1

\I rs. .\ J ams \\ ;1; ,!.lunch t ..·.lt·r.1li<t. li ke Ill"! hush.ln,!.
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J"IIo,; FR\o,;~'1> ( I ~(d-9(')

Ill" III'll ,,~' 'JIIl\ (nR"II'" FRI'C1, .\'1' F,ITIIFR 'W .lUll 0,;

11R"\\" FR,o,;n'. ,.,,\'.:11'''''''1' RflOUt: 1<1-"1' ( l ll .l .1. 311 ) ,

rained the highest regard and respect for the character [ her
husband I with which I was so inrimatclv connected, al
though to their great mortification they had been prevented
the H onour of having any share in placing him in his rc
spected Station.

;'\Ir. Brown sent his carriage & 'on IJ ames I to conduct
me I to I his H ouse which is one of the grandest I have seen
in this Country. E \'ery thing in and about it, wore the
marks uf magnificence & ta-re. :\ Ir:-. Brown met me at the
door & with the rno..t obliging Smile aero-ted me with
.. Fr-iend I am glad to sec thee here." T he simplicity of her
manners & dress with opcne .... of her countenance & the
friendliness uf her behaviour charmed me bevond all the
studied politcne- of European manners. T hey had col
lected bet ween 22 persons to dine with me though the notice
was so short. & ga\'c an elegant entertainment upnn a service
of plate. T owards evening I made a Tour around the T own,
& drank T ea & spent the evening with .' Ir. & :\ Irs. Francis
whom I mentioned to you before. H ere the company was
much enlarged. & many per-sons introduced to me who had
no opportunity before of visiting rne. Amongst those
I .adie .., with whom I was mo..t pleased was the Lad y and
two Sisters of Governour Bowen. .\ hout El even I returned
to my lodging':' and the next morning went un board the
H ancock packet. We had contrary wind all day. by which
means we d id not reach Xcwport unti l seven o'clock. I had
been onlv a few moments arrived when .' Ir . M erchant"
came on board and insisted that I with rnv whole Familv
should go on shore & Lodge at his H ou..e·, he woul d rake
no ref usal. lie sent his Daug hter down til receive & accom
pany my niece, & came him-c l f in a few moments with a
carriage to attend me. At his H ou..c I was kindly & H os
pitably treated hy his Lady & daugh ters. We slep t there
& the next morning were cnrly ..umm oned on board the

'" \ Ir. H C 1H~· \ l.1 r,·h.1ll1 ( 17 ~ I -' Ih ) . prominclIt .1lt<>rnc," of ~ c·" l'() r t.

\h-m hn of Congrcv, ( 1 ~ ~ 7 - >W . li ~,l-lq). lu.l/1c. l' . ~ , lIistrict Court
( 1iqll -%) , '
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packet. Capt ain Brown had vcrv civilv taken his wife to
attend upon me 6: acccomodarc me d uring my passage - I
found her a ,"crr wel l bred ge nteel woman, but neith er civil.
itr, attention or politeness could remedy t he sea sickness or
gi ve me a fair wind or dis pel I the T hunder g usts which at 
tended us both nig ht & dar. In short ] resolved UpOIl what
I haw freq uently before, that I would never again embark
upon the water, but this resolution I presume will be kept
a-, my former ones have been. We were tin: d ays upon the
water. l lcat, want of rest. sea sickness & terror , fo r I had
my share of that, all contributed to fat igu e me and I fdt
upon my arrive! q uite tame & spiri tless . . . .

Remember me affectionately to all m~· Friend ... , part icu
larly my aged parent . to my children to whom I cannot
write a... ret. to my Dear Lucy" & worthy D r. T ufr-, in short
to all whom I Jon:

Your... most tenderly
A. Adams

Th e /l r Q';:i.!e-II,"e- Gd'ZeJlf' 1m.! C oun try l oemat"

Saturday, J une 20, 1789
Thursday Afternoon the Lady and Son of his Ex

ccllency the Yicc-Presidenr of the U nited States ar
rived hen: from Boston, and this Dav ~ai l for Xcw
York in the H ancoc k Packet. Capt. B~own . O n their
arri val here rhcv were visited bv a Xumbcr of Ladie~

and (;en tlcmell' of the T own, "and Yesterday d ined
with a large Company at t he H ouse of J ohn Brown,
Esq : C\"ery att ent ion being paid them which the Short 
IH: "'~ of their Stay would admi t.
"" Luc~· ( Quine,l') Tu f l ~ , wif.., of D r. Corron Tuns. D r. T ufts "'JS ~

11,.'mf,.., of th.· Senne "f Ih.· Commonwcahh of .\ IJs.",chu!.<:us and "
member of lh.· juillt C"mmill"" to e,mgr,Hubt,- tllc Presiden t "f the
l 'n itn l ~t.'tCI Oil his al'l'oimmrnr.,no the { "Il ; f r d SI,lln Ch,.""i,-!r. J un...
11l , 171N .

' 1;\ curuplct •. Jill' "f T hr " "' ,f' i ,fr "'1 G.I;;.rtU """I Cr)mlfr\· j rJU rl/ ,l1
In,l of d,c l ' " i t r d .\'f,'U.' CI/I·r,n;,.1.- ar~ to be fou nd in the l""Il~cti"n, of
the 1< 11 " ,1.· Isb nd Il i, tor k J! ~"Cil'I~·.

The Gilbert Stua rt Ho use

bv C A IWI.l:-': E I b L \R U*

E vcrv continent ha... if!> great river.... whose very names
bring the hi...to ry uf the world to mind. T he Ganges, the
Xil e, and the Tiber make the connection from th e begin
ning to th e p resent . In our o.....n country, .....e have t ~e '".ast
ness of the :'\Ii!o... i!> ...ippi and th e Rio Grande ... rretching mto
a wilderness w hich till keeps it!> ccre ts.

But there are le-, cr streams we hculd kncw in our own
vicinit y and our own State . It i-, a time to remember that
there are

.. Books in the ru nning brock-,
Se rmon... in stone... and good in everything"

Such a brook i~ the M en aroxet in southern Rhode Island
having its source in a silver lake , which seems to be on top
of a hill . after the curious manne r of the waters of th e La ke
Country of Vl ntunuck. Then it runs down into Pettaquams-

*Cn o lin" IfM~ rJ , (burn 1)0 ; (, ) h~J hcr 'irst book publishd by
Houghto n 3; :'>l irH in in IIllll" ~ life of J. Lc wis Dirnan, Professor of
II i" " ....· in Brown l' ni...,rsit,-. From hi, lectures to J c1J '" of girl , over ~

periuJ."of ~-"u, she dcrived her love of worlJ hi,IOTr JnJ. OUT own speci;l,l
, hu " in it. H "r nexr lx.,k 'OJs S JrrJ{ J'''''ff NJII .J." ' , do,d~- followeJ bv
C"U"!(" T r,m J ,Iu'~ ',f Lif.. ;1/ S .ln JJ!,J' ,u l t publi,h"J in Ill'H . Tho'
S Jr r JgJ"''' U FrjoiJ~ ,\ l n l ; " f( c.nnc in 1)0\ '19 wh"n Brown l' n iHTSi t~

conferred J degree (If Litt , D. upon her, Ele ven reus JS President of
\, 'ell", I",' College IP'c her even wider interests, with mcmberahip in
m;lm· societies, including In honnr,lTr Phi Bd J KJrr J. which WJs in
>tJ!I~d al Wdksk~· ,Iurin~ her pr",iJcnry . :'> Iorc lx.,ks f"!lo"..,,j rill she
h.,s now Jh(Jut twcntv to her credit, Bu.1 tirst JnJ. fnr"mnlt she isx 10~-Jl

Rhode " lanJ ",. "mphJsizing 1(1I<>J e I<IJ" .1 ' s !(ift to the nJlion in Roger
\\"illiJm, doctrine of freedrau of con sc·ieIKc, ;In,1 of lcrc .'''J rs d",O!ing:
mud) li me 10 lh" ,LJ.,kd gi ft of h",lUI~· in t hc (; ;I\' " rt ~ I U J rl hcritagc.

:'> Ii ss H u arJ is the recipient of m.ruv honorarv degrees: :'>1..-\ . hen.
(~lich i g.1 n) I ll')'} : l. it. n, ( Brown) I ll') '! : LL. Il. (Tufls) 190 ; :
LL. D" (Wdlesk.I· ) I ')! ; ; Lid>. ( :\Ii ll') I'n 1 ; 1.1.. D. ( R, l. ~!J! c ) 19.J2.
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R. Cross Oil the work s of Gil bert Stuart, the ri rst th ousand
do llars toward its purchase was promi sed, :\ commi tt ee was
formed of which )' Ji:- :- Caroline I I azard was the chairman
and hy September th e purchase. through .\Ir. \'o:-e \ nego
tiat ions, was made from the owner .\ Irs. H azel Green
H enninger.

T he leg islature uf 1931 pac-ed an act of incorporation
and the Gilbert Stuart ). Iemurial Assoc iation began its
wor k under the expert direction of N orm an ),1. I sham,
T he gambrel -roofed house was made safe, chimney re 
huilt, foundat ions - t ren gthcned . T hat same year came the

Wh nt D r. .\ l tJ ffat considered th e "Cenr eel Occupation "
\If making snuff did nut last \ 'ery long , T he R evol ut ion
came ; .:\Iuffat was hurtled in effigy as a royali st and the
State took ove r his property nl'out 1780 . It passed th roug~

-c vcra l hands rill in 181 .1 Benj amin H am mond acquired It
and made t he Gri-t .\J ill famo us for it:- tine meal, ground
U ll - toncs alreadv old .

The hou -c and lands had various o wners. Fift y years
ago efforts were made to acquire the place for pre-crvarion,
hut titles were conflicting , A rnurc decided effort was made
lw Xatbanicl X. Vosc in 192 7 and in 19JO stimulated by a
lecture before the South County Art Club by P rof. H erbert
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c~( Lake a,nd joining the river of that name, a lso called
X nrrcw Rive r, meanders thruugh tida l marshes to reach
the sea,

T he ' ~ L~~k " ,whi: h is in thi s "running brook" is the his
torv o~ civilization In the new world. The first date is 1662
whe n ~t s waters were dammed, and set to work for the first
ncces:o.ltr of the new arri vals on its shore, grinding the corn
the Ind ians taught them to raise for food ,

In 1686 Thomas M umford agreed to build a gri st mill
and added a fll! l ing mi ll, to perfect th e hand spu n and
wo\'~n clot h which the women made. So the littl e stream
provided both food and clothing, and a saw mi ll to make
the boards for housing men thus fed and clothed was built

T he. new colo ny pro:o.pcred, and it was time to think of
expansion. D r. T homas .:\Iott at , a physician of Xewporr,
saw the large con:o.umption of snuff, which had ( 0 be im
P?rted from Eng land , made fro m Sir Walter Raleig h's
discovery of tobacc<! 111 America, W it h the energ )' of a
plOnee~, and the thrift of a Scot , he deter mined to starr an
~n fant ind ustry, fru m Rhode Island grown tobacco. So he
Impo;ted a snu ff grin~er from C!lasgow, who promptly
married a very beaurifu] American woman, Elizabeth
" .nthonr, granddaughter of J ohn Anthony from whom
BIshop Berkeley had bought Whitehall .

T hat snuff grinder was Gi lbert St uart and the stream
saw t ~ e arriva l in 1751 of th e married couple to t he " small
dwel ling house, grist mill , and saw mill", the old deed
stares. H ere two chi ldren were horn and duly christened
and '(:\pril 11th , being Palm Sundar, D r, .\lcSparran
preached and baptized at St. Paul 's X arraga nsett, two chil
dren on~ named Gilbert Stewart, son of Cilberr Stewart ve
snu ff grinder". .

H ere the child grew and prospered , la ter to go to New
port where Cos mo Al exander recog nized his talent , then
to G I.asgow, hack to ,A m~r i ca , and in 177 5 he sailed again
for Eng land to begin his fam ous career under Benj amin
\\ 't.~t.
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uffer from Eng land uf :I ~n u tl mi ll , of the kind G ilbert
Stuart u-cd . 1,,' Counsellor A. H arland of ~ncffield. :\
mill wheel eighteen inches wide and fift een feet in dia m
cre r was buil t just th e size uf th e old one whe-e remnants
were found , and the snuff mill safely insta lled. T he water
of the 'vlertaroxet was turned on wit h appropriate ceremony
before a large compan y of friends J une II, 19J~. T he
shed was added to and became the keepe r's lodge, and the
hou ...c res tored to its old lines In" :'\Jr . Isham.

In 1939 a gat he ring of frie ,~ds witne ssed the unveiling
of u tablet wh ich read..

T ilE UISTI XGl"IS IIF.U "E RneE
OF

:-:OR" I A~ :\1. ISIIA"

1:-" T il E R EST ORATIO :" O F T H IS 1I0 l'SF:

"'REF. I. Y I'R F.SE XT F.[) IS GR_-\lEFl· l.I .Y RECORDE U

BY T H E TR l·sTF:f:!'

1939

;\ Ir. Isham was happily surprised and tht: T ru ... tees happy
to ackno wledge his great service in di recting the wor k.

T he grist mi ll re mained a problem , hut the hurri cane
settled that , for it was evident it would fall to piecc-. ~
hand sawed boards were secured , again under :'\Jr . Isham's
direction, wide hoards, just like th e old , and th e old mill
taken down and re built . T he great -rones for grinding had
to he reset . W hen they sa w t he ligh t there plain ly cut wa
th e da tc-- ! i 59- on the upper stone. T hey arc now in place.
If some dav the slui ce can he rebu ilt th en rbcv too call have
th e water {rom the stream for power. .

StJ the hook which is in this running brook tinishes a
chapte r. Its p..iwc r supplied food , and clothing and shelter,
the primi ti ve needs of man. Then came what was con-id 
ercd an ag reeable euphoric, and crowni ng it 311 its wat ers
lull ed all infa nt, horn beside th em, for th e capture and
preservatio n of beauty wh e-e Iamou-, work has become a
national inspiration.
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.\ T THE
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The Yout h of Genera l Greene
by T U EODOR E FR.-\~CJS GU:EX·

Engrossed , as we are, in a world-wide war to defend our
American way of life and liberty throughout the world , it
is appropriate to direct our attention to what our fore
fathers did to win that liberty we arc now called upon to
defend. So we art: celebra ting here today the 200th ann i
vvr-ary of an event of g reat importance in the history of
our country. T his event was the bir th of the first son and
namesa ke to the Q uaker X athanael G reene and his wife in
the old hom estead at l'otowomut, R hode Island . H ow
unl ikel y it seemed at tha t rime th at th is event wou ld have
any hea ring on our national development , and on our inter
nati ona l relations. At that time, people had be en rea ding
abo ut th e war be tween E ng land and Spain, and the possi
bility of a war bet ween E ng land and F ra nce, bu t who could
then have foreseen a war between E ngland and the Amer
ican Colonies, and even if that war had been foreseen , who
wou ld have imagined that thi s little boy would have had
one of the leading role s in it !

Brought up in this old homestead , l ike his three younger
brothers, to have a share in the rrlhperous family business
which included the administration of forges, anch or mills,
gri~t mills and saw mills at vari ous places in the Colony, it
seemed unlikely that he would show the spirit of adventure.
Brcughr up on the Quaker principles of hat red of war , it
was unlikely that he wou ld make a national repu tation as a
warrior . H is outlook into the future showed merc k the
pro~pect of a long business lift: lead ing to substa ntia l success
according to the standard of an old respectable, we ll -to-d o
fami ly in a qu iet, provincial town and it sho wed nothing
more. H e was hro ught up under the strict discipline and

· T hndorc Frall( i, l ; rccn - .-\. II., ( Brown) I ~ 1'; . .V\ I., I ~,}II : J.l.. H.,
(1l .1r\ ·'l rJ ) 11:\9 1 : (;I)n: rn nr, :' Ial<' of Ktll>ck Islan d ( I '.J.l.l- ,li) : l,". :' . :'<'n
al"r (19 .• 7-).
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cold rep ression of a father whom he loved and respected,
but whose natural impulses and views of life were so differ
ent from his own that there could have been but little
sympathy between them. Both were high -minded, honor
able and conscienrious , both were men of strong and deter
mined character and of clear and independent mind; but
wh at a contrast ! T he father austere , bigoted , unwmpa
thcric, -elf-sufficicnr, the son joyous, open-mind ed , ~ym
pathetic, a love r of his fe llow-men and beloved hy them,
finding joy in their society and sustaining strength in their
inte ll igent commendation,

l I is education so far as schoo ling went was limited. H e
ofte n regre tted the fact tha t he was unable to go to college ,
hut Rhod e Island College , which afte rwards be cam e Brown
U nive rsi ty, was not fou nded until roo late for him to attend
there. H~ rook an a lmost pa the tic inte rest in its success and
had among his most in tima te younge r fr iends irs early
graduates, and in 17i6 he received from the college one
of the tw o honorary degrees con ferred that rear. H ow
ever he made evcrv effort to educate himself, studied a
larg e part of hi, fre~ time and gradually acqui red a library
of some 250 volumes carefu llv selected fur his own use.
T he extraordinary amount of painstaking detail in hi..
effort s to improve him-elf, made many a difficult task of
his later life seem easv (0 the observe r who knew nothing
of those long year~ of Per~i ~tent work and unconscious prep
aration.

I will leave it to oth er speakers to dilate on hi... incon
spicuous record a~ a I lc puty in t he General Assembly and
on his most conspicuous service in the Con tinen ta l Army,
and will sing le out an incident in his life which illustrates
the qualifies of his character worthy of our particular attcn
tion . As he grew to manhood t hose were troubled rimes fo r
this littl e colouv of Rhode b land . T he breach became
wider and wider'het weell the mot her countrv and the vari 
\JUS colonies, hut nowhere did the 1\J \ 'c of civi l lihcrry mani
fest itse lf more clea rly, and nowhere was it incorporated
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into deeds ea rlie r rhan here in Rhode Island the birth 
place of religious liberty. It was onr General Assem bl y
which adopted the first resol ution denyi ng th e rig ht of an y
other power to levy taxes upon the colony. Our go vernor
was the only one who refused to take oath to support the
Stamp Act. Our citize ns commi tted th e first overt act of
violence by des troyi ng the British sloop L ibert y, at N ew
port. Our citizens occasioned the fi rst bloodshed by burn
ing the British schooner Gaspee at P rovidence.

G reene's soul had for some years been dee ply sti rre d by
the current of events , and his clear insight had led him to
th e conviction that the parting of the ways was ncar, that
an appea l to arms was probable, if not inev itable, and tha t
his duty was th at of preparati on. H e read di ligently all the
milita ry works he could procure. H e attended some mili 
tary dril ls across th e border in Connect icut, and thus brought
upon himself a rem onst rance frum the Society of F riends.
H e decided as a tru e pat riot th at the rel igio us and pol itical
liberty on which this colony was founded, must be made
secure , and that nothing el se mattered . After due consider
atio n he announced his calm decision to abide by his actio ns
eve n should th ey lead to his exclusion from the Society of
friends. And after equa l cons ide ra tion the society an
noun ced its calm decision to exclude him .

I n 1774- t he colony was busyi ng itse lf with mart ial mat 
ters. M ilit ary companies were being organi zed and char
te red right and left, the Pawtuxet Rangers, the 'G locester
L ig ht I nfantry, t ht: Providence T rain of Artillery, the
Providence Fusileers and many more. Am ong th ese was
the Kent ish Gua rds in E ast G reenwich, W arwick and
Coven try , whose mem bers are act ing as G uard of H onor
here today. Greene had exerted himself to for m this com
pan y, and its mem bers were chiefly his frie nds and acquaint
ances. Am ong the thirty-seven original charte r members
ten bore the na me of G ree ne. H is fr iend s had suggested
t hat he shou ld be one of the lieutenants, and Greene wil l-

ing ly acq uiesced , only to find his candidacy opposed, the
excuse being that he limped slightly. T he mortification to
G reene was grea t, and his friend Varn um, who had been
suggested as cap tain, threatened to abandon the com pany.
The control which Greene had acqui red over his naturally
quick temper was never shown better than whe n he per
suaded Varnu m to remain . The afternoon of the same day
he wrote Varnum a long lett er, explaining his position in
t he matt er, a letter so dignified in expression, so nob le and
so pa triotic in sentiment, that I venture to quote a few sen
tence!'. H e wrote,

H * * * I never expected that being a member of t he
compan y wou ld g ive me any more conseq uence in life either
as a pr ivate soldie r or com missio ned officer. I thoug ht th e
cause of libert y was in danger, and as it was attacked by a
milita ry force it was necessar y to cultivate a mi litary spiri t

"among the peopl e....

" I have pleased my self wit h the thought of serving un
der you, hut as it is the ge neral opinion that I am unfit for
such an underta king , I sha ll desist. I fed not the less in
clination to promote the good of the company....n

And he closed with assurances of his earnest su pport.
T he matter ended by his re maining a private.

O n .:'\ Iay 22nd, 177 5, (a month after the fight at Lcxing
ton) the assemblv voted to raise an "Armv of Obser vat ion"
of 1,500 men , and sho rt lv after the office·rs were chosen by
the two houses in a Gr~nd Commi ttee , and ".:\'ath al1a~ 1
G reene, J r ., Esq., " was chosen br igad ier-general. T he ma n
who wit hin two weeks had marched as a private through the
streets of P rovidence wit h a mus ket 0 11 his shou ldcr , t he
man to whom not six months before the fellow members of
his company had objected as not being fit to be their l ieu
tenant ; this young man thi rty-two years old was e levated
to the command of the colony's army. And why: W as it,
as some hnvc sta ted, owing to the intervention of a kind
P rovidence: If so, we may sti ll ask; what human agencies
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were employed- Was it, as othl',"", have stated, owing to a
grea t, popular de mand! H e had had no opportunit y to
prove his abilities before the public. T he }Jm~';, It'ltl"t' GJ
zetre , one of the two newspapers in the colony , docs not
even mention his name , duri ng the two month- prior to
his election.

Greene's talents , his nrrainments, his character, his mind
were such as are not readil y apprecia ted hy the unt hink ing
cro wd , and such as do nut invite popular atte ntio n. They
were , however, such as to make a deep impression upon th e
intelligent and discrim inat ing few, with whom he: carne
into personal contact, The..e had the opport unity to meas
ure hi.. mastery of facts, to estimate his menta l pvwcrs, to
test his public spirit, and to prove hi.. ab..clute sincerity and
sing leness of purpose. I l l' had met under fortunate circum
stances most of the men of abilitv and influence in th e col 
ony, and one of the chief uf these W :IS Samuel Ward, the
father of hi s most in tima te friend and the uncle of his wife.
:'\0 one had bette r opportu niric.. of appreciat ing: G reene'.;
abili ties , or better reasons for being interes ted in his success.
)'lay we not suppose that it was W ard who first was himself
convinced , and then persuaded the members of t he Ge nera l
;h-.cmhly (all of whom kne , liked and re-pected Greene I

that here W :l S the man to hom could me-t -afelv be in-
rru-ted the command of the lin k arm v of Rhod e · J.;land~
I n a grave crisis timid hearts give .....ay bef,)re brave hearts,
lin k minds bo..... down before great min ds , and a fe..... men
of abili ty and sincere convic tion can impose their will upon
th e mult itude. G reene had W O Il the respect and con fidence
of -ucb men hy the strung rmit - of character developed in
h i ~ earl y manh ood. and , though expe rience and technical
skil l and opportuni ty needed yet to he added hefurt' his
g reat ne~~ should he recogni zed, the nun's characte r wa ..
already complete ly formed , read y to cope with the di tfi
cul rics. defeat s and disap pointment .. which were to precede
hi~ [nst, glorious, southern campaign.

T o defend wit h ar-ms the principles of religious and
political liberty. which were dearer to him than life itself ,
Greene broke with the Society of Friends and his own
famil v and rhu- was tr ue to his convictions. Let us show
the same -pirit now, ~u far as it may become nece--ary! :\.s
the winning of the Revo lut ionary Wa r was to him, su let the
winning of (his war be to U", the chief aim of life . Le t us
rea lize: as he did that nothing else matters!



General N athanael G reene's Contributions
to the War of American Ind epend ence

by \\ 'J1.Ll A\.' GREt:~ E ROEl.K ER

Fu ndamentall y a peaceful nation, the t lnircd States has
produced bur few f irst-class milita ry men. In the Civi l
War, Robert E . Lee, Stonewa ll j ackson, Sherman and
Grant; in the Revolution, Wa-hingtcn and Nathanael
G reene. Each of the-e men - exccpt Greene - had been
in actua l command of troop". or had attended a military
academy like " 'est Point. before becoming a genera l officer.
Greene, alone , had had no pre vious mil itary training except
as a private in the Kemish G uards - and Il U field cxperi
ence whatever.

I t is little short of remarkable tha t a man c-e self-ed u
cated as Senator Green has so vividly expl ained - was able
to become a general officer, almost over night . Greene not
ani}' took a lead ing position at the outset of the war at
Boston, but he maintained his standing. W ashington and
Greene were the only two gen erals in continuous service
th rough out the seven r ears of conflict.

What were the qual ities which enabled this sel f-ed ucated
young man - he was only 33 at the outbreak of hostil ities
- to take and hold such a lead ing position?

First, Gre ene had an orde rly, analytical mind, capable
of qu ick decision - " I decide in a minute," he said of him 
sel f, and , second ly. a great abilit y to express his idea", sim
ply, forcefully and lucidl y, both in speech and on paper.

T he American War of Independence was a lcisurel v war,
and a verbose war . M ost of the participants had a pretty
good ed ucation . all of them had time to write upon every
occasion. I t was also a "holv war" and evc rv word written
by Pat riot or T ory was relig iously pre served , :lS it should
have been. In all this mountainous mass of corres pondence
Greene's letter" stand out, sharp and crysta l clear , t hey
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compare not un favorably with the exposi tions of the recog 
nized masters, T homas j efferson and Benjamin Frankl in.

It was [his ability to gra"p the issues, select the essentials
of successand then express them in a way ttl influence others,
which was Nat hanael Greene 's first contr ibution to the
success of the War of Independence.

As ear lvas December 20, 1775, Gree ne wrote hi" brother
Jacob: " George the T hird 's last speech has shut the door
of hope for reconciliation \\'e ~u':'t submit u~lcundi-

riona llv, or defend ourse lves \\ e are now driven to
the neces-ier of making a declaration of inde pendence." A
caref ul hist;,rian says this is "perhaps th e first use of a term
now :.'0 common and so famuu".' ''

Greene was equally clear in his conception of the steps
necessary to achieve independence. His letters to former
Governor Samuel Wa rd, a delegate from Rh ode lslnnd to
the Conti nental Congress, advance a program for the army
which would have shortened the war and immeasurably
red uced it" cost, had it been possible to persuade the Con
gress to adopt it from the beginning. .

This progra m, which Greene continued .to ad vocate
rbroug hout the war, cal led for an .army enlJ"tc? ~or " t he
duration, wel l equipped , fed and paid , properly discipli ned
by officers likewise adequately and regul arly p:lid. and. as
sured of some form of pension after the cessation of fig hting .

" If the Congress wish to put the tinishing st roke [0 th is
war," hc wrote Ward, "they must exert their whole force
at once. and gin every measure an air of decision. 1 Pr:tY
GlXi we mav not lose the cri tical moment , H uman affairs
arc ever li k~ the tide , constantly on the ebb and flew. O ur
preparation- in all parb of the L"nited Colonie~ oug~t to he
:>(l g reat as to leave no r-oom to doubt our intentions to
suppor t t he cause and obtai n our condi tion"."

"1 am confi den t the force of America, if propc rl v ex
erted , will pru\"t' superior to all her ene mies, hut I would

1:\ llCI1 French, TJu Fi rrf r o r ,,,j tI" Am..,-ir"m Rrr"r,luri r,'j ( H",ton,

19 H), :;9""



r isk not hing to chance ," he wrote J ohn Adams and to
Governor Xicb olas Cooke : "Our men an: goud ; nothing
i:- wanting hut office rs and discipline ro make the Am erican
troops equal to any in the worl d ."

T hough the Congress paid but scan t arrention to his -ug
ge-tions that doe:' not detract from hi.. contribution. T he
continuous expression of these same ideas soon won him the
confidence of George Washington, recen tl y appointed
Com mander in C hief.

Green e' s secon d con trib ution was the reorgan izat ion of
rhc ser vice of ... upply, known in those days a... the Quarter 
rna ... ter-Ccncral 's D epa rtment .

:\ bare -headed , hal f-naked sentinel ..tand ing in the :'1I0W

with his bare bleeding feet in his hat to -ave them frum
freezing, is a poig nant ...ymbol of the miseries of the Grand
Cont inental Arm}"at \ 'al ley Forge in th e wint erof 17Ti · 78.

"Fur some days pu...r," wrote \Ya:-hingtol1 , "there has
been little less than a famine in camp. ;\ parr of the ar my
hn... been a week wit hou t anv kind of fl esh" and numbers of
her-es have actually died from purl' want. T he demand.. uf
an army were simple r th en , but then it was ju...t a... es-enria l
to provide horses with fodder a... now it i:- to supply ta nk..
and planes wit h gasoline. X or has there been any change
in t he human anatom y which enables it to tight wit hout
food.

:'\Juch agai nst hi... inclina tion - " I hate the pla ce," he
wrote Knox - and onlv at t he in ... istance of th e committee
of Congress and the C~mmander-in-Chid. Gree ne tinallv
consented to attac k the appa rentl y unsurmountable difficul
tie- of supplying the arm y with food , clothing and transpor
tation. H i... years of experience: ill managing the fami ly
furg cs and gri ... t mi lls stood him in good ... read and three
months afte r he assume d the po:-t the arm y moved wit h
"case and facility" fr om Vall ey Fo rge in pu rsuit of (;en
cra l Cl inton who had evacuated Philadel phia. There fcl
lou"ed the batt le of :'\Ionm outh, J une 2 8: . lin, the fir ... t
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ge nera l engagement in which \\'a~h ington's Grand Armv
had nut been defeated. .

,:\ 1uch of the cred it is genera lly given - and und oubted
l ~' belongs - to drill -master Baron von Steuben who had
injected "orne discipline into the ranks. Hut no matter how
well -trained the army might han: been it could not have
moved from Val ley Forge without the "ut'plic~ and trans
por taticn provided hy Quarterm a- rcr-C er n..ral G reene.

Surrounded as we are today hy t he resound ing d in about
the difficul ties of th e service of supply-supp lies to Russia,
tan k- to Egypt and shi ps for a second front - we can un
dcr-tand Greene's problems. minute though they seem in
con trast with the requirements of a g lobal war . Hut there
i-, one factor we are nut ve r familiar with - though it may
he just around the corner - Greene called it " depreciat ion
of the currency.' we call it " inflat ion."

Ouartermaster-Cenernl G ree ne had to pay for hi :- up-
p lie- in paper or orders lin th e loan office - when the e llcr
would accept them - the Briti...h paid in go ld. Thi~ wa ..
han dicap enough in it-elf, but in addition Con tinental
mUlll:y kept depreciating un til "Xor worth a Continental "
became a "\ nonvm for worthle-sne...~. H\"M av, 1779, a hat
co... t j.+ I~ O , · a :-ui"t of clothes i- 1600. and·cnr~thing else in
propurt lOn.

Since our presen t ... iruation is preg nant wit h t he ...arne
pus... ibilitic ... it may profit u... to note Greene"... re med y: "The
gre:at influx of money hn.. produced a prodigious deprecia
tion. :\othing will produce a radica l curl' , bu t taxation,"
he wrote hi- kinsman, Cove-nor Wil liam Greene , Oct . 8:.
1779. " 1£ i... in vain to t hink to carryon an expert sivc war,
without burdening the people. .. . We may rack our in
vcntion time out of mind. in ...carch of new expedien ts, to
ddray our cxpcuscs ; hut t he: y will a ll he as fr uitle ...... as to
atte mpt tolive upon the a ir."

We come now to the southern campaign of 1780-8 I,
(;ret"ne':- third cont ribution to the -ucce-s of the war.



"From rirCCllC'5 Lcncr 10 Cungrc, ." Dec. 21\, 171\ 11 . C<Jurlc"~ · nf Ihe
W. L. Clements Library, .\ nn Arbor, ~l ic h i ~ "l1l .

I n man,"wan. the moment in December when he a-cumed
command, seemed ttl he the low point in a war re plete
with depression ... T he F rench fleet and tro~ps l?f which "I l

much had been expected, were bottled up III Xewport hy
the British blcckadc , the value of Continental money had
reached the vaui-hing point and [here was no credit; Wa-h
ington's forces were depleted and disaffected; Gates and
the militia had reccntlv run awav from the British at Cam
den , S. c.; the treason of Ren~dict Arnold had been dis
covered and he had fled to the enemy. T he game seemed
to be nearly up.

Hut during the winter condition" went from bad to wor-e,
and in April we rind W ashingt on writing to J uhn Lauren
whom he had sent to France to a..k for more help : " "·e an:
at the end of our tether. ... Xow or never hell' mu-r
come... ."

M eanwhi le at the south Greene 's campaign had turned
the tide, though it was not yet apparent to the Commander
in Chief :It the north.." )Jl after his taking command he
wrote Congress: "The ..mall force Iunder my immedia te
com mand I arc so naked of everything that the g~eater part
i.. rendered unfit for an v kind of durv. T he officers have
reported them as incapable of atte nding the parade for dis 
cipline, the want of which was neve r wearer in an y ;\ rm~" ';"
" We have hut very incompeten t supplies. " " .\ nd the "ptrlt
of pl undering which prevai ls among the inhabi tants :ld~"

not a littl e to uur difficultie ... T he whole country IS m
danger of being laid waste hy the whigs and Tories who
pursue each other wit h as much relentless fu ry a~ heast"
of prey. People between this ~nd t he Santee [river I '~~;
frequentl y murdered :IS they ride along the road......

Wi th such all ar my and under the conditions described
Gree ne cam paigned stea dily for nine mon ths - for seven
of them he did not have a chance to take: utl hi" clor hc-.
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AI ways outnumbered, with no suppl ies except what he could
raise from the country. he Iosr every hattie hut gained every
objective for which he risked the engagement . By Septem
ber 1781 he had redeemed all of the interior of Georgia,
Xort h and South Carolina, leaving the British only in
posse..sion of the three "eaport~ where the gun" of the fleet
protected them.

To borrow a phra-c from the sport -, page, Greene's cam 
paign ..parked the whole American army into activity and
less than two month.. later Lo rd Cornwall is surrendered at
Yorktown, October J8. I i8 I, virtually bringing to an end
the War of I ndependence.

In the last analysis , Greene's greatest contribution to the
war was the con fidence Washington came to have in the
ability and judgment of hi, loyal subordinate. W ashington
was a great moral force, but a somewhat he-itant and
fumbling executive. A~ Emerson wrote : " 'Ve cannot find
the smallest pan of the personal weight of Washington in
the narrative of hi" exploit-. " Hut he could and did make
U:'C of the practical Greene.

It has long been my opinion that Greene 's characte r and
accomplishments have been overshadowed by the legend 
ary Washington, though I han: no intention to derogate
that grea t man. T he controversia l figure of (;ate", the able ,
actin: Arnold (the trai tor) and the character of manv
others is :-harp lr etched hr reason of their differences and
contests with Washington. Br a seeming paradox, Greene 's
continued loyalt y and support has l'eeu a handicap to hi"
re putation.

..-\" l itt le known incident reveals thi.. loyaltv.

Wash ington , as everyone knows, was subject to sharp
outbursts of temper. O ne of these co..t him the friendship
and services of Al exander Hamilton . At an earlier date
he had sharply rebu ked Greene who kept his ternpt'r and
answered in a letter which will lwtre r focus the re lationship
of rhc two men than allY words of mine. I quote in P:lrt:
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"You r E xcellency has made rne \'ery unhappy. I can sub

mi t patiently to deserved censure , hut it wound- my fee l
ings e xceedingly to meet with a rebuke for doi ng what I
concei ved to be: a proper pan of my d uty ... .

'" call :-.l Ywit h great truth that ever since I had t he honor
to serve under you I ha n: been more at tenti ve to the pu bl ic
intere-t, and more engaged in the ~uppl)rt of your E xcel 
lencv\ ~haracter than e ver I was to my own ea-c , inte re-t, or
rcpumnon.

" I have never solici ted you for a furl oug h to go home to
ind ulge in pleasure or to improve my in te re~t.,., I ha ve
never confined my-.elf to my particular line of duty. :":eithcr
have I ever spared myself either by nigh t or day where it
ha- been necc-sa rj: to promote the public service und er your
direction. I have never been t roublesome to vour E xcel 
lency ro pub lish an phing to my advantage.. : .

" I am pers uaded I han given too many unequivoca l
prcof-, of my attach mcn t to your pe rson and intere-t to lea vc
a doubt upun your mind to the contrary,

" I have a lway:'> given you my opinion wit h great candor,
and executed your orders with equa l fidelity. I do nut
mean to arrogate to my-e lf more meri t than I deserve , o r
wi- h to excul pate my-elf from being chargeable with error,
a nd , in some cases, neg ligen ce. I I owcve r I can spea k with
a becomi ng pride t hat I have alway, endeavored to deserve
the public e- rcc m a nd yo ur E xcellency's approbat ion.

" .-h I carne into the O uartcrma-rcr's departme nt wit h
rcluctance.j-o I shal l leave it with pleasure. Your influence
bro ug ht me in , a nd t he want of your approbat ion will induce
me to go out ."

Washing ron replied th e -ame dar .

" W hite P lains, J uly 2 1, 17i8 .*
I tear Sir :

I cannot at rhis t ime ( having many l'euple ro und me, and
Lcnc r-, hr rhe Southern l 'o-r to read I go fully int o th e co» 

· T h" O','i rhIKi f'f ( ; " " ' ').'. 1' 1I",lihi JlKf '," . John C. Fi1/-J' ,l!rid , <'J. XII.
1'l'I_2IHI,

tents of yours of this dat e, but with t he sa me tr-uth I han'
ever d one , I stil l a-s ure vou, tha t vo u retain the same ho ld
of my affections that I ha \'e prtJ f~~~ed to allow you. W ith
equa l truth I can , a nd do a-c-ure YUU, that I have eve r been
ha ppy in yo ur friendship, a nd have no scr uples in declaring,
th at I think my-elf indebted to your Abilities, ho no ur a nd
candou r, to vour attac hme nt r,) me, and Your fai thful Serv
ices to the P'ubl ic, in every capacity you ha ve served it since
we have bceen together in the Army. But m y dear Sir, these
must no t debar me: the privil eges of a friend ( for ir was
the voice of Friendship that -pokc to yuu ) whe n I com
plained of X eglect , I wa-, fo ur or rive days wit hou t ~ei ng:

3 single pe rson in your depart ment , and at a time when I
wished for you in two capacities, ha ving bu-iness of the
utmo-st importance to -cnlc wit h the Count de Esta ign
l wh ich made it nece~~ry for me to see you as (Jr. :'\Jr. Cenl .
and ) wch . kept me closel y en gaged at I {aver-s traw rill the
moment I crossed the :\0 . H. . Bur let me he..cecb ' "UU mv
dear Sir not to harbor an y dis trusts of my friend ship, ~r
conceive th at I mean to wound th e fecl inp of a Pe rson
whom I greatl y es teem and regard. I spea k to yo u fr eel y.
I speak th e la nguage of since ret y, and sho uld he :,orry if an y
jealo usy ..hould be enterta ined , as I shall e ver ~a r more li n
ma tte rs of th is kind J to you, tha n tu others of you, being
verv truelv. - '

Yr . O be dr . a nd Aflcctc

t.. Washington"

Actions spea k lou der th a n words. T wo years later Was h
ing to n ent ru-rcd Green e with th e command of the demoral
izcd southe rn a rmy, with th e results we have seen.

I am sure that you will agree with me : that a ll American
and we as R hod e lslundcrs , sho uld ever he proud of th e
contr ibutions made to th e War (If Am erican ln depcudence
br our native SO il , t.enera l :"::lth an :ld Greene .



J~ nd. ('~ C'".I ~t.:,ul ilO. There i~ ~ nM,in on the plKC 16 feet b~' 20
which was .,Tl·eteJ for ~ I.,mr" u rr ~tf~ ir bUI will do wit h some rerai rs.
H".u,h arc 1 1 'i I" IhouloOlnd.

;'\ow the g.·lting in of 511 acrvs of corn ;n do \ Vheal will «(>51 say
1 1111 .(1(1 which is pa~'in,ll; lh" h i,ll;h""t pr ice wh ich add ed 10 th e other
nlJh·s 1(, :;2. 2 :; f"r ,lI;"ning the nop in and t->u ilJ ing C abhi n. :"0", 50
~nn of "heal .11 zo hus h F" .-hr., wil he 10UO hush Iha t is 11 000 .
'ill acres ("OTn !:; hu, h F" Acre .lnd _; 7}~ ' IS pr bush will be Hoil .!;
w hich tor fho: uor mal". 1 1,,"Mt. 2 ; cu. I thinl al a mod erat e caku
larion no w tal .,ing rhe whole: dre:nc" from it .'ldusi.., of the han-.,ni ng

Holl .!5
":;2 .!:;

1lt1 6 .0 0 nvcr anJ above all eXJ'Cnse•.

Yel 10 rent it «ut for th e bra l ei n,ll; an d fenr ing th,,~ ' nlU~t ha ' e it for
2 or .t "ean with alllhe' can r.ll'l·.

L.ln,i, ar c ri' eillj( I-er~' f.1>1 h.·ref. )lh" emi,ll;ralitln is so ,lI;real . I am
lul.l the river i" full of boa ts wit h families. T h•..., Ihal have I..nd for
>.llc keep ri!-<'i n,ll; on il everv day. T haI wh ich ....ould t>e rought for 10 dols
when I came on Ihe~- nOlI ..s], I! ttl I:; . ThcJ' ho lJ t hei r land. so high
that chert: are a great Illany Ihat ha'·e come ou t 10 purcha se cannot .11
thei r p rices. ~e have gon" bad in the w,,"l<1. and bou !!:hl seconJ
handl·d l . ) there nOI being an~- 10 enter that i, !!:•• l<1 . The re W~~ .;

'luntcr sections ...Id b.t week of timber land I (t m iles arolc T H aute
for 1".; (t pr . \CTl~

:'am1.Iacobi.lt was h"re I... t :'alur,I.a~· . H e intends to hrin~ some of his
,lI;,. "h to T lI JnJ e,ubli"h hi lmelf lhere. Thcr~ are 1 stores there now
.md ,1 or -' mor e n .tn tn in,ll; a, ,..mJ ' there i, l->uilJings ~u tli,icnl 10 put
Ih.,ir g':N',.h in . I r,'lher Ih in l there will l->e more w,rcs than purchJscrs
..n J tent' arc len' h i,ll;h. T h.,te is .1 ' l!lall ....abb in wilh but o ne rr.,m Ih ..1
I altt lold r.,n t. f~r :; J ols pr \l onlh. T h cre i. ; frallle BuilJ ings goin g

)t "'~m~rl }.l' '' ''' i. arr...,..I!, . ...,n <01 H...,ry j .."bt " I Sr'" York. He ""'-',h I.
Ir"m JudI e (""Inn . n, <>n ....~It>.. I I. IU~. Lvr 'H in Tenr Ih~lr• •nd on I>r.rm,,"
. , U I~ >old ,t In j .."", .. Lr\ :o-. In••much a•• 'n"rd dUrd .... rr il I, U 20 .1>0..-.
j . mn J ....'" .nd .... lui. LrK", IIin, Lol 'H to Jo.; .. Prnn'n, to" . Ihr Lr~ ,

,. 'rr ..rnll, .n rtro, . S. m....1 ) "b'...lr 10 j ..obo " LrRo,- lirl in. bowe~ef .

..·ilh ;Inn. ;n Ihr V;n, r nn... n ',,! i'". lor U~I -I8H .. h',b .....m 10 indiulr
, h.. S .lm~r l J ~",bt h.d mo,rd 10 Vimr ..n.... Thr ~"11 on Oct..br , 27, 1821 rrpurtrd
th" !" nlUrI ) "h. h.d bttn rln l.,d u .hirr "I thr !I. nk "I \ ·in<enne. on thr p,r·
,edi n, Th~..d 0 " ~Hrmbr r 1, Ilt21 • nr.. ' ilrm trr..' led th.1 h., h.d dr<linrd
Ihr'I'",,;nlmr ,,'. On 1>"".",hrt I, U 21 •• S.m".l j . , ,,b. .... rlr, trd • lie"len.nl
, ..I<> "el ,of Ihe t' i,,1 Re, iment \l ilil' " . nd <>" Ft-h, ,,,,y I . I~B, hil , ..i, n.ti "n Irom
Ihi. 1" "1 "." " '1''''1.·.1 ill Ih. "r''' ''_''''. Th. 1 S..."".I j,,, ,,\>o w.o in \' ; IIU " " . I h~
1 ~ 2 0 i • •h,."" h.· I'" « IIOUI of Ih.1 H" f,,, Kno. ("""nly. "hi,h incl ~d.. \';n•• nn...
Thr crn'~' .h.....d a S. mur l J••,,'" .. h..d 01 • ,.."i1y ",",iotio, of ,,, .. nul..
hrt"rrn the . , .. 01 26 .nd ·H. one f.m.lr in Ih. 1 .,r_,,""I'••nd "nr Irm.l. under
\11. , ,, ' "r'r rn""ed i.. 'Omnl<'1'('.

A R hode Islander Goes West to Indiana
( 1817- 1818)

C01J11Il IlU;((lIed by G EORG E A. \Y II IT E, J R.

( Cr,!IlimuJ fn. m Rh&Jr IS/dud II i" "' ." , I" d umr I, x». 3, f. 911 )

\ ' i ~o COUnlr 6 J uly H!lS
De..r Father

Yours of \h~' !O nm" safe to hanJ . .-\m gb d to ho:rc {hat rou haJ
p nx·uTl·J the Dlon,,~· 1U m.,C:1 m~- Juft ~s I expect it h.as been pr esented
ht:fure this rime. Th~ rower of .-\ tt(lrne~· was foun J in a store a t \ ·inco: n nc.
where \l r Dougl dr cped it• .Iudg .· Colem ..n was 10 find .. rurch~!o("r

l->uI \l r D,- W .1 nt on here to senle the l->u,in~ and ,lI;in' ~ Ik e d-
I" ncl.·s !.an,is on rhis I' ra irie are th e E 11 31£ ot :'"c -'f .1 E H alf of 9 &
\W Q u.lle r of Sec 101.1 .111 in I{ange OJ Township 11 which is 0 m ile
from the 5\ \' of.2 ... li e has J .W Acr" nel.l on Ihe :\ 1': Q ualer j ust b~'

hi. h"u~e l,l an a -' 0 ac rc fielJ fenceJ ..n Ihe:'E ... li e is dri" eing on
qui t" fa ~t 10 rUI up .l kitc hen and t\\U addirions I" his hou se before h is
f;uhn aerives , H e has hireJ .In e\lra hand for One monrh .11 I II dais I"
\lo nlh and wishes t" h ire two man , hanJ. bu t I hc~- ar" '0 scarce (il bei nJt
at.:.ut harvest rime ) Ih.u he ca nno t g" l rhern . I do nut t hin k he will be
able 10 g~1 in m uch \\ he"l rhis bll c,\Ccpt on th " old ,lI;TOund where hi,
corn i~ ... he ha ' not bro.;al up an~' vet an.1 if he doc. ...hal he Ih inks of 10
t he house he will nul han : mu ch l im" I .. h ake up. H e due s nOI "prro"c
of Ihe manner of h is }-'alhen com ming O UI. li e laid D-Ilh nicl ] was
~ J1 for D." h ..n,l thaI t h.,\" would Il ilh Ih.-ir Coa rh e. 10 the D- I hefore
l he." !'t0l half wa.' · here t-> ~ { Ihat lhe~- Iluulcl persn "r .· and ....o llle lhrou/l"h
a, nl' \\ou1.1 not ha'-., il "" i,l l h"l H " (f h n iel ) W.l' t->n'l in hi~ caku1.nion'
ar.-nll lra Hlin!'.

I hal" mad" some c..lculat ion of t hc e l. p~n'C Hi btllei n,ll; & f"ncing my
l..nd. Tn~ uils I l hink C.1n t>e ,lI;ot nul fur It; y; CIS pr hundred Ih is w in ter
and f lhe bbon r, 10) fin d t hcal..," "". ' I'h(' rri....e no" is ii CIS an J founJ.
,\ 1 IC YJ, for 6 000 " hi, h i. whal is n"eus,1n 10 fen ....e .. Q r ~l ion w ith
"h"l th.-r., i...!rudy and joi ning fence ,,'ith \I r n.. n1 Brow n on the
Wt"l end will b.., 1:; 2.! i
ror H all ing ..nJ pUllin //: up Ihe ....m.· 1 .101 pr hunJ 1.0.00
Hu l " in,ll; up 1{l1l .\cn ·, of Pra irie at .t.'n pr Acre BU.OO
:'< 'lIll' .... ~. I .·ann"t /1: .'1 8 m.l k uf' un,la .J ..101; but I

lh in k I can
for hui ld ing a ....abl->in in.oll

53! .25
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.,~ (; r" ' ~ e Iri. h <I f ' l iddl<t<l wn ,rp,r.<nl<d Ih.l tnwn in lh< (;<" " . 1 ,-\.« mbl.
in IS2J.•nJ, in 1 ~1 .j. " •• """",, "II-J f,_t lieut<n"nt ~'''Wll'_' ~. lhe :".: .'fio" "l
Republiu n. "n th< ••m< lichl with :".:<loe",i .1o ~n ' , lo !. T ilr. "et< Jd<. l<J in •
d"... <1<.1'''" b)- J" lo n 8 ,n" " ."",,,,i••nJ Jel1:,<>' 1I" . ,d.

Dcar Falhcr

Your, of lun,' 26 1h came safe to h.md the ti rsl ins\. 1 h.ll" ncg1cct.-:.j
.mswcr in ,!;: ii I>cfnr" J' wc hJ"C' bc"n in e ' peClal ion nf \I r J e·nd e. _Hi"a l
ere t h i•. II is I'cry singulJ. r th JI m.,· dr.lft has not bccn I'rc,cm"J. \l r
n o uglas., in(onned mc th.u hc ,h"ulJ go immeJiJlcly to ;";Yor l .li he
too k i{ in pJrI pJ~.

W " ra....·J Ihe "* or J uly ~t th .. huu.., of TJ~- Ior i Irish from ;';cw po rt I.]
" nephe\\ of G ,'Orgc Ir ish .~ ' Thc~' hJI-c huu gh[ ~ Q loCction "'\ Honc~

cr ..cl: l ' rJ ir ie. T here "ere - ; per",". prC"CnI. I h J ~ I'cr~ gooJ dinner
Jnd in the e,cning 01 J.lnee if 01 perinn could gel a f.ltllil~- or 1"0
Ih~t unJentooJ maling ch, loC anJ l-u[ler Ihe~- woulJ .I" "ell ...

T he seA'On hJ. heen ,.,,~- tinel. ) the most hot we~thcr th.ll I "'er
expcricnccJ. \ \ ' h""l hJ.;; come in weil l.] ,,;orn ),.,l. "el1 J.nd th,· ,ll:rJ",
in man~' rlJcc, J.S high ~. Ihe hon••, l-JC1,.

\ Id lom llr"" hcre in gre~1 JhundJn,·c and wilhout an~ Icndin/l:. \ \ 'e
h,,'-e Ihe l~r~e'l Jnd bcSI I c'cr >J" 3; more th ..n we c;ln eJt-"·c JI!
hJ"c "ur hcJlth hc re '-cry well none of u' hJI'cing bccn ,irl at JIl. thou!/:h
Ihere ;lrc m,Ill~ ' CJ''', oi Fel'e r .}; Fel'e r 3; _\guc II'h ir l! i, l11'hll," ,",'n line,l

J ohn
••••

I>':J.r r " lher

I "rOle y"u on Ihc 141h infurming ~"u oi th" Jc~th of our frienJ
\Ir knclt:s ,.ho di"J on thc dJ.'- h.,f"re ..ftcr ... ;idn",s of ten or Iweh-e
d~y; ~incc he tir.t comrbined ~UI ,,~, not c<>nhnC'J 10 Ihe house unlill

to the new commers, Jnd in lo,,'n & J,[ the Fort . T hu e i. scarcelv 01 ease
"Jd from the rivcr un the F. "ide of the I' r~ i r i c . . • .

\ l u5o.J ui t..c. h~'e h.,cn verv troublesome l-ut rhev have Id[ us I'>U[ the
lIil'; are ve rv numerous In.! severe on hunt", Thc~' rise like 01 SW01nn of
h.,n ~n.l co~-cr Ihe hONe' immediarclv. T h.. I' u iric II, is ~h(>ut the size
oi ~ honc.,- hee and JI-.'UI Ihc colnur \\~ith ,kt<'cn he:ld; J~d there is J.nother
lind th~t lccF" in the \ \ ·"oJ s Hry I~t,ke. Icncles J.nJ I m .....sured one
lhat W.1S 21.( inches a"'''>11 his win,!;: s an.1 10 in ICn~lb-.,_

Carpcntcrs w"gel for ma'ln workman [arc [ 2 dols I" .b~- I. [ common
hJllJs ~ 1.2 ; pr ,h.I·, There is a guud nl.ln~· hct<· hut morc " orl (or t hem
than thcy can do-- HIJI'1smilh, I\orl Jlo;o , ("Olll'·~ hi gh a~ lh~·~- char,kc the
'.IIllC f"r Ilorl thJI l ru n ("(~I' which i. flne shilling pr II'>.
~ am l Jacobs has C'ubli,hed hi m,.,U in town. H e sells hi, ~<Jod, much
n",rc reasonable than the othn two stores in town. T u , You ng Hison
2 .101. prll- H json 2.:;(l lmperi~1 J shugu; I.()~ f :;Ocbpr Ib \ IUt('Ol·J.J 01 25
Colfec 50 Hr~ nJy Punch 5 dols pr gJI wine Tenerijle "* dol. \\'h i . l~·

I dolbr and Clulhs th.n in R. I. would he ') dols Ihc~- a;l ; for here Pr
~~rJ. I rought me ArJ.ir pJ.nler)UOfl> the day before I reed. ~-oun inform 
ing me ~...u hAJ ""nt 01 pair J.nd 01 coat I must l-uy this wee k for mine is
worn thread bare. T hc Tailor chugcs here .i, Jolin. for mJ.lein.e: "oal
2.,0 for rAntcr)",.>ns l; I ,hoe' come 011 .1.50 J.nJ j dol, F" pair.

T hcrc i, A !rcat.l· about 10 he held with the Ind iAm for the rurchJO<:
of the rest of the l.~n .1 in this ,t01le. Th ,,~' have rretl~· much all gone
.I"\\'n 10 \ ' i n r enn ~" for I O ~ t r urf"" ", \\'c h01I'C just had J visit b\ his
r ~,-cI lcn c~- J ona, .I I' lHt i n ,k '~ " w ho is ;0 much pll'J"::d with Ihis I'UI ,;f Ihe
~t.l l c thaI bc illll'n,ls tu 1Il0'C I'nc if hc ,·an ,,-II hi. c,lalc in C I.tr l C UUIll\"
and can ,!:l'l "nc hCTl'- }«'mcmhcr mc l<J ,111 Ihc (amill- an,{ hclil"'c m'c
your .lutifull ~1I1 .

•• J"n ••Io~n Jrnnin~ Ih< ri,,, ,~' ..,n", 01 Indi. n•. 1' •..-; .....1,- lorhad ...", ..d
•• 1.."i,,,,,.1 d<I.., ... in (" n" .... from 1 ~ 1I<j lo 1~16, hOI"", h.-<n <1«I<d on an
.,,,i.•J.,< ,~, r1.1I"nn .. illl .ITO.n, lurr"' l It"m III.. Qu. h " . If...1.... r,..idrJ .. 110.
<unH"li " . , .. h',h II... ~I.lr ("<l ". lil"l''' n .... " .... n ur and .d"rt<.i. InJ ' . " •
....,.", S..... nn 1>.-<.",..... 11, 1 ~ 1 6 ; ) ..n"in,. ,.n ..d ., "" ..,,,,,, ,"'til 1~ 2 2 ,

.nJ Ih..n ,..,,'rJ f"", 't'n" (1 ~21 _1 ~,1 1 .. Cn"" .... n"" I'"m InJ i. "... I" "Wt~
I'd." I.,' "rp"" .. I" 10." ht-m jnJi, n, ', "lirO! ' ;1;,..,," du,in, the ".",ili"n pttiuJ
''',n" ... t ;l_''.'·l'' '!.'h,I",,,J, He 'lao b"", in 1-~" in <ilh.., Hunler""n r"u n f Y,~ . J.•
", R"ckhr,J,< C""" l,.. \ '., ; he J;"d On J uly 2.., l ~ l " _ "I Ch., k " o,,'n. I"d"",..

,L< '1'10 " l,,"~r ,. pr«~J<J ,n ,h.. ,cr'". h. "n .. ,1"''' I~J <Il l;rel. to,.n ~""""I ut Ih~

,l., •• h "t C"I"n..1J.mk«. ' .

••••

up be..,iJct the C Hnu<c ~I prCKnt ~nJ it i~ expected there "ill he more.
T he river it ~"',ut I ~o ~'HJ, wiJc ~g~in't T . H . ~nJ supplic. He hrought
up in 1cel> & lI~u. T he river i, Jeep ~nJ no ohotru(,i'>Il untill about
20 miles he)"" Yincennes U 1'~ lmn~ II here the F... l1s He which in 10\\
sl~ge MU He ooliJ/:eJ to l~le OIl' f'art of the cargo to ,ll:0 <>n:rI .] but in
common .I~~c Ihe,," ,ll:0 over 110m T here i. no other oh>tru";lion unrill
:;0 or 60 miles above.

T he price of ~b U Il: .H 2 :; rts l. l Count r,l' LOJ f :;0 I .l no other 10 be had
.tnd no other L i'l un rs but \ \ ' h i, l e.I·. T CJ 2 do l. pr Ih C"tfc so en SJIt
3 dol. F" ou,he! corn is 1. 2 ~ p r bush. 1 dol pr hJnd il the F reig ht fro m
\ ·incennes. From Fort II to mout h of W JOJ, b is 9 20 ] ~ I mile. b~· water .

T he SCJ",," hJ' been '-er.'" tine. " ·hed i" gooJ /. 1 Jhout tit 10 cut.
T he price will he 1. 5\1 pr bushel. Curn looks wel l th ough seed WJ' bad
~nd pla nted 2 or j times over, II it I-e~' heJhh~' I do nul know of one
penon tid-there He bur few .heep in the oountr~ [. 1 ho wever Iher
look prelt~- well. ( irJp"i Jo well, C lo l e r on the Pr~ i r i c ... nd timolh~' in
the WIlOJ , . T here is nOI much ,ll:0t in ~et ~l their attentjon has h:en In
prcpJre for \ \ ·hcel & Co rn .. . ther cudle h<;:r<;: Jllloll:",th ..r J. it does nor
grow hi gh hut hcnr he~d ..J-Wh ... , Potatoes will be ne\! >pring I do
not lnow{ ; I there i, J. good nun,' planted.
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uleing ;t lhird or a spccilic sum. For the re i. no difficult..- 1Il renting
old bnd but impnoosihle 10 rent new on hudly ;tn~- tinns--l am anatous
ttl know what I am to Jo before winter .....ts in-•. .

Den Father
lOne p;t r~ ll:uph omitted)
John now Ihinks of le~l-ing here ..l.mt the middle of Dee r, for Louis

I-ille 10 take p..sugc in J stc..m NUl for OrleJIlI :1nd j:0 rounJ hr water
to R. I. Oliver [the drilw ) will go with him he hn now rec overed of
the Ague which i. lhe cue wirh all the sick on.... since there h35 been
frost, rhe fi rst frost "' ;tSnn the night of the first of (k lober . . .

1 have been en)(..ged .1 d"~·1 bSI week :l.HenJ i n~ the circuit Court at
T erre H Jute as a gr.1lld juror alld on \\·ed ll e.,b~· I.l st Licutenant S tu rgu ~

late of the Army gl n ' .11l e lc'~allt dinn er {at his quarters at Fore H arrison)
10 the G Cllllcmen of the bar .11ld J. few friends to the number of twcntv
eix. I>anl and mvsclf ~ llended- .

You JppeaT t,; think that 2; bushel. of corn as tr i !lli ll ~ r; I il is so but
.1. I d id not menl ion Ihe manner of purring it in which i, h~" In H e. T he,.
rake an H e and cut the furrow [ . ) then drop the corn, st.lmp the place
down with the fnot which covers it or drop the corn in nne furr ow ;tnJ
turn the next upon it without doin g <Iny thinj: more to il untilJ harvest.
It in that case produces I·cr~" gouJ crops but I ment ioned 2; bu. u the
sm;tllest qu;tntity when woril plowed lnd pUI in. T ry il Ih.lt W;ty in
R I and see wh;tl rOll ...ill gel-

H ..ve m;tdc pUlicubr inqui~" of " essrs L mberl & ~lon r,1 two
luge undholden ;tnd gooJ (;tnne rl!.] r~p«'ting thdr crops. T ho:y s.3~"

thei r Whe~t proJuceJ J 5 bUlh. pro _-\cre. T he ground W.lS ,·er~· mellow
being ;til ploweJ in Ihe Sprinll: bUI to plow .and put the Whel t immedi
nely on ~·ou nnnOI cxp<.-.:t but .2 .mall crop Ihe m is 110 lough. T heir
rom they elpe:ct ....ill turn Joout ilO bush pr ;tcre. T h...~· do not know ;tS
there will he mueh dilfeuncc bcl\\ttn thei r olJ ground ;tnd new. T hey
lended bolh ;tlike wilh plow ;tnd harrow. T heir new ground WJo' plowed
in Ihc hll & winter ;!nJ h..trowed in the spring. T heir s.3W mill on
Hone:,"· cree k is no.,. compleled but is stoped for w;tnl of W.lla. The~

hne conl fJc ted for :1 j:rist mill 10 be built Jo t the s.3me pbee: of 2 run of
stones to be finished in Ihe tiprinll:. 'hjo r ' h rkle h..i 1n e~(... llcnl uw &
grilt m ill on Sec. J l T o\\'n 1.1 RJnge i'\ \\'est 0 11 O n er creek which h;t,
not been Slopped this y"Jf Ihough the WJo ler is Inw-

[Two pJ.rJgr~ph s omitted )
T here h,,, been .. treaty cnndudcd with the Indians at ~t .\ I.u r s [Ohio I

which hJS el·cIllU;tte.! in an c ~lillgu i , hmcn l of 1l1 d i;t11 l itlc to ~h<lUt

il,1I00,OOO Acrcs cmhr.ll"inj: thc greJtcr part of gno,l Ian.! in IndiJII.l .
It is understood thaI nn tr.1(t of lhe '.lIne lIIJgnitudc in lhe L·~ . Jrford;

T erre H ..ute h t Xovember l il l il

2 .1;t,. before his death ;tn.1 even rh.. mornin!!, of the .1;ty ..n which he
diei he w as able to move from one bed to anethe r ;tn.1 coulJ Ipc:1k louJ
enough 10 he h..ard in another room when he wished for ;tn~-thinll: which
'us very seldom for he wished to he qllicl by himself, lie never com
puined of any thing except when he was first taken. H e then ...id he
'us bllrning up imide but ~fter that hi. fever left him ;tnd he never
complain..d of ;tny thing more ;tnJ when John left here on T hurs..h y
we thought him on the recovery inde;td l ; I he W;tS'Illite sm;trl- Isu'pact
he W;tS not seacesble of his situ;ttion himself or he would h;t'·e mentioned
somelhing about his {;tmil~" for he could speak and h;td hi. sen,·..,. 10 the
l;t.t. H e said nmhing about them c~cepl once in the mom inj: he enquired
if John h;td retu rned which was all he 5.1id as I sUPF"m: he h;td no p~r 

ticula r object in in'lllirinll:-
' Ir Jend t', W H '-e r~- much pIN ...-d with their Silu.llion here. Indeed

lie uid if it W.I' in hi. F",wer IU ask for :1 phc e both for situJtion and
qu..lity of soil he should not dare to have it alte red for fear of its prll,,: ing
,,"orse for this W H just th e T hing. And wa, much pleased with lily
~; t ua t i "n and saiJ 10 farmit Oil il was worth more thau one h:llf of the
R I farms with all their improvcrne nte-c-

John & (h oi inlend 10 j:o on here as their ph n' ware before their
Falhen death except bui ldinjt w hich thev will not do before the~· know
WheJlh..r the girls come <lUI or n". J ohn will retu rn to R I between
this ;tnd Febuv. H e do.;. not knOll bUI he m;t~- go b~· rhe WJ~· of O rleaus
hut hJ' not made up his mind yet. They are now both :1t \ ·incenno:s.
John did not do his bll.inC$S when he ,Ui down before-He \\;ti un
fortun;tle enough tn Iusc hi. Gre~· H ur..... when he \\ent down bef"r.e.
lie wu t~ken sid ;tnd died on the rwd. li e w..s in gooJ orJa ~nJ In
line .piriu when he left here. 'Iy Hone is nOI\" 1\".,]1 JnJ in prctt~· good
order. H e h... h«n sid ,II summer.

John elpceU 10 hire ;t coople of h;tnd. br the ~-e;lr ~nJ ;tS Ihe~· h..,·.: ,
good Slul by h;t,·cing their fuming ulenti..ts ..nd tNffi npeclJ to gCI in
;tt J..;tSl ;t 160 Krel in guin n..u YC.1r besiJes whJ.t the~- h;t'·e now..\s
he ....~5 in J. hurr,. this f.llI he hired I; _\cres brO.1k up fur ....hich he
p;tid H .;'; pr .\ere. li e wilt hne Ihis 1-·..11 :1oout -1-0 ;tcrC'j in WhC.1 l.

f or m~· put ( WJnt to know wh;tl you think I h;td better do fur nlyself.
1 lhink it would be as che;tp ;t w..~· for me to hire the bnd hrwk ur
whi,·h Cln be donc for $.\. 51) ;tod I do nut knm\ but ~ liltle Ic·.. pr .lac.
If thc re shoulJ N: much of;tn ohjecl lion ) Ihe fence for nukeing r;til,
halling Jond pUlling them Up will be $ 1.~ i0 I'r hundred by the j"h ..nd
lind Ihcmsch-cs. It would al.o be nCl·CSSJ.n- white one lund Ill" Ihe
Illonth anJ a woman 10 keel' h"uSl" whi.h ' migh t hI.' hJd the m.;n for
1; dollars pr m" nth m .1 lhe wom.llt for one dolbr m,l half pr wcek fnr
\\J~es arc verr high hcre. Besides thac.He J numher of ulentials lle,·e,
s.tr\· Ji \·ou are a\\'He O il a fMIll. II IJI J fter the Iirsl 'eM I .hmlld nUl
thfnk of impron:in.l! m.nelf blJt \\oulJ rcnl to much n~l)re J,!UIIlJ!/:C h~·

• • • •
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loll much nf wh JI i• .-alleJ tinr rate land-c-rhc \ \ ' aoJ,h IS III g"neul Ih<:
nnrthern houndJT\,-T h.."e i~ J tract J150 on the :\ort h of Ihe \\·JhJ,h
[rum the muuth ,;f T ippicJnoc to Vermillion .1 .li,tJnC<.' of en miln JnJ
eXlemlin~ jn mile, back from rhe \\·l h..sh. The InJ iMI' hJ"C' reserve d
no r t il il'·j{e of hunt in/':o T he w hole rribc of " iJmlllJ' il is 5,;lid int~nJ

~o;ng .. If in the 'prin/,:-
1 shuulJ nOI think i l 1.hisaole 10 rurchJ!-C Jn~· IJnJ here at present

rUI Ix° pre rlreJ for rhc .... 1.. "f the bnJ, JI>o"e-
I l'JrJgrlrh omitted I
Ih rrl "ent Ihruu/,:h hi. eumin..rion last week JnJ " 'J, admitted 10 the

hJ r. H l 5 1l'''1 lisencc 1<1 plu J . II .. I' , ..~' well contented JnJ hmh HC'
Jnxiou5 for the Il'irl. 10 come oul.

II'J rJ/,: rJr h omilr,·J 1
.\n.1 h,lien- me Your JUlifull Son

John C 1'J.cb rJ

Dear ~ i 5t ., r

Your letlC'r of Xovcmber rhe tirst CJm" 5,;If,0 to hanJ '·e5terJ,I\'-1111
Hr~' /,:l<1J 10 hur ~ ..u hJ J "-' rl.,a5,;lnt .1 ,isit at I' ro\' i J e~c" for [ thinl
J",.-h J t·;,;, ncccse.. rv un..-e or twice 1 v..J.r 1••'ou mu,t f>c verv \"n.,som.·
at thC' fHm- . " . .. .

luhn thinks of l.,J,;njf here J5 soon 15 the- WJte- T> rise Ion rh..r he can
~CI down tn O rlel ns, T he re " ill be I"" h,.1I' ,1,ilTt from he r., JnJ on.,
bet ween he re anJ \ ·inc<: nne. J' won 15 the ~· CJn /':<:1 rcJ J~. Joh n will
If0 in Ih. h r,l IhJI is rcaJy which will be in Ihe cou rse of two o r three
weeks l' i hc \\·l Ol ,h is risc·ing in cnn"'quen.-C' of the rain within a few
.ll....

·T I", WJlen hJ'·e k,·n Unn>llllllOnls' k,w. J W1S wlJ \'eSle rJ J\' r\' J
>IUTelCl'pcr in lown who hl' p,·,·n n~ J ft"r !!o<,J, th l l t·he re w;re iiv"
huncir.·,1 \\" 'sk tn " erch.,"1S in l' itl spurgh with their gnoJ ' 1 ; I SOme
of th. m hJ" e "'·en there c'·c r sill,e the miJJk of ~erl. "' J i l in~ for Ihe
rinr to riM:, T he lfentklll Jll Ihl t tol,1 me nnl.\' CJ lIIe ..POOl 12 mile.
\\ it h hi. 00.11 \\ h ich 1\ 1, ol\lall ,1 nJ ,\ a5 obligeJ In lene it JnJ {"{ mil." un
p.' 1.1lIJ JnJ .·'cry pb ,,· o n Ihe rinr is full of fami l~' boats COIIl<·i nlf nn-

T h,ocountry now hJ5 re' ulllcJ Ihe .' I'\--.e .1 U Jl<"e it hld when I ( J ill" un
here. ·Io he l' r.1irie is J l1 ournt m·er I ;I .Iou can hal'e no iJea l\(,w o1Jel &:
.1re;H." il l",ks. [ n....c r SJ'" a mo re .-1eg-JIlt sight than it \\ olS when O il

lire. You ..·nuki I-I.'e a limo of tire of ahoul .1 or -I- m iJ<:s in ,0 ~ lc n t-The

~rJ" \\ ,1' I'ery h i~h ill t h\· \\ et pl.Kesl, 1 higher than [ m ulJ rur h when
un hOTSl'b r lj.1 l nd un 1hc high bn .i ar...ut -' nr -I- r.-el h i.ll' h-.

T ..rrc H aute Dec ember /)th 11'11'

••••

!hn returned from Vincennes Jho mt J fortnighl since with J {smart
ch ance of. 3Sthc Kcntuckians SJ..'"lof fr uil lree. such J' .-\pplo: Pu r Plumb
&: C hery tngctha ...ith curriorns & Il'o<""our~· ou.h<o. JnJ grape ,'in<.'S
f o r my pJrl I hRe no where to set oue Jnr J! p r...sent lItl! hJI·eing In,'
ground p re pared. I have !hC' pro mise of J f...w .\rple JnJ I'CJch trees i~

the .pri ng ...hen I expect to bC' fuming. H ave be-,·n verv careful! 01
111 •rself the summer pasr. If ..,'e nul e,tp<II'lCJ m.nelf Jull l;] J~ I WJ~ J ne\\
COllJ<: rf . ' di J not think it prudcnt-c-.

H n e missed thC' tine ti.h th.u .'ou hJ'c I'<:r~' much l;J havc nOI eJI
l".y but t.wo or Ihr« times .incC' I Idt humc-. \< 1 ..m nOI J.'\'ooJ shot
wirh ~ ntle ..nJ Jo nO! In.m how to hunt h,,"e not lilkJ In' Jecr
Ihough t hev arC' H' r~· plcnt~'- .

T he car ri~.Il''' that , Ir Jl encl e'l CJIIl" out in 1 p r<"Sume \\ .IS thC' tirH
rh..t h..s bee n in the western part of Ihi ••tJte IJ nJ) it therefore ~t1uctcJ
cnn.iJeubl<: notice. O ne m an on the \\ ~~' roJe up and J,led if it ,u,
not Lo rd S.:ll irkJl hJ,eing heard thJt his l .orJ .h ip went on 10 the cJSt
" JTd hst fJ Il--1 Jo nOI know " hn th<:~ intcnd to J" with the nrri~gc

~nJ ho r""" I thin l thc~ JT<: ~JthC'r pour I' TOpcrl ." hcre for rhc~· JT<: tu l~]
!!"~ to be u~J-... Do " TIle nttcn JnJ be p~Tlicubr to menrion e'·e~
thlll/\: you t hin k of JnJ not be ~ !frJiJ of " rit ing tu lu l much-Gi'e mv
IoH~ to J111he fJmill' ..nJ fri<:nJ. anJ believe me "ou r trulv .

. J!f«li"n..r~ Brothe; .luhn

,\ Iy D..,J r b thcr

IPJr Jgu ph omirreJ. 1
" otley is on scarce here Ihl l J p<: rson IIlU. l be '·e n cJrdull o f it. :\"0

mon<:~· is now u lcn in the R,'C<: i"e rs Offic<: except l:~ which will put il
to 1" Jd"'nce of t<:n o r tifte"n pr cent ...

T h..re "'J ' lOrn" gentleman he re rhe ot her dl" when we II1JJ e 311
J'·erJge of th<: corn th oU WJS rJ i..,J nn FJh rr ii<;1l &: HC reck J' u irics
which J I HI hush,,], p r .\cre olJ ~ rou lhl JnJ n<:w the .1rerJge. it amou nt;
to 1161 2{l--l> ush.,], .

1 informeJ you IhJt the InJ iJn. hJd r"k"f\·<: J no pr i,·ileJges in th"
>.IiI of Ihe Il nJ! ,1!x>le. 1 W h Tt1i.I.,len I .] t h<:r rescrwJ J tn et o f ;- mi ll' s
sqUUloJI th<: mouth or R..cl:oo n ,; mile. Jr."·e hal' .mJ Ih,o 1l.., 1.' \\"Jr e;
h.l\·e re....n·ed Ih<:ir town for ,I ~eJ r•.

Til E E:\·])

. "".!"h..",., ['>".0:1.•. Fi ft h ~: , ,, I " I ~elk; fk ( l ~i l· l ~lll l. " .I" S" otr i,h p~rr " il),
1 ' ),n ., l l~ " d ~ " ,, ~. " h.. I "LHHbl ,~,~",l " ·tl l,·'''r"h i" (' '''.I ,h ""J r\·,,, ' ",,ll.•, ,.Iin ..d
."",.. ,1 "f Ih< H"d." ,,', II", C..",p"",·. Il ,· "·" 1 ....I ...ttl.... I" ,l " ;n,,,,~ ,, ," Ir."l in
l h ~ R ~ d Ri .·... V ;,ll<.'·. " hi. h l'r h.hj ."· ••,,i .... 1 h)' .0:'.'''' itl l S I I. h" l ),i. p"li, i" 1
r" ..",i '·'-Ih~ ~· " , l h.Wr' l hi , l" ' '' ,, ~ ", n ,· ----r''' '' I '' .I Il ,' p ",,~J hi, ",,,I,,i,,, ,md Ih
•.."1..,,,..,,1 " ." • I.,i )",,·.

••••

IFnJoN J I R",J :\"'. 2ilth
.\n,,'cr.,J J ln li



Four H undred Dollars for a I ta!
" 'hen Infla tion Raged in Rhode bland

by :\1. R AS l>OLI 'H FI.AT IIER*

O ne day, in the year 1778, J ohn H owland ' stopped in
at Peter T avlor's hat sto re in Providence to buv a castor
( beaver fu r ) hat. H e tried on several , finally seieeted one
which fitt ed him, and asked its pr ice, T ayl or said it was four
hundred dol lars; a price which tod ay woul d certainl y be pro
hibit ive, but cau-ed H owland no surpr ise, because of the
de preciated condi tion of t he currency at th at time. In any
event, H owland said he was on his wav home to d inner, hut
that on his way hack he would stop in ~ga ill , pay for the hat
and take it,

An hour or so l.ue r he came back with his bundle uf
mo nel', hut Taylor, the hatter, said rather wocfullv that it
would now cost him four hundred dollars fur just the
material to make a new hat, with out any profit to himself.
I -l cwland asked him what the price of the hat he had bought
should now be, and Tnvlcr said four hu ndred and fiftv
dollars. Being a man of high principles, I l owland paid hi~
this amount , but stated in leaving he was very g lad he had
come back whe n he did because by the nex t da y the price
might ha ve been five hundred d oll ars.

This anecdote is merely an example of conditions in the
d avs of wild currc ncv inflation in Colon ial times. T he hard
:-h i'ps which it ultimately placed upon the people were
bound less. Accord ing to a Xewport .11erOlry z in 1786 :
"The evils of paper money have no end . Its uncertain and
fluctuating value is continua lly creating new schemes of

.... \1. R~nJ"lph F lA ther. Ph.B. {Brown} 1924 . has been instructor in
the American Instit ute uf Il,ml in/i: for several ' -eau. and i, assistant
treasurer. Industr ial T ru, t Curnpan.,-. l' rm'i,lence: T he article is a (on
,lcn~ti"n of a ra per read before the ~(I(icty \ 1.,;. ; . 19 4 1.

1 T h, Vf' iff R",',,!!u t i r.- 'I! "f j r.-hflll ,,((/ ,mrl. r J " in :\1. Stone, 1j;: 'i i.
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decei t. En :ry principle of j ustice i-, put to the rack .. ."
When King W ill iam came ro t he throne of Engl and in

1689, the one t houg ht in hi- mind was to diminish the po wer
of I '~ra ncea under Louis XI\·. T his he proceeded to do by
wagmg war, and when he died in 17U2,Queen Anne, aided
and abe tted by :'\1arlhoroug h, carried on. T he colon ies were
calle? on for .a!d, either in men or shi ps or both, to partici
pate,m expedit ions against Port Roya l in Acadia, Louisburg
OI~ Cape B.reton Isla nd , and ot he rs, Rhode Island responded
w~th alacrJt~" and, ~()r many years the Colony was pervaded
with a martial spmt.

~ Hut wars and exp,ed iriull:- are expensive, and by 17J0 the
Colony was sraggcn ng under the (0:-( of its militarv unde r
taki!lgs, .:'\- Iolley had to he gut somewhere, so in that year,
during the governorsh ip of Samuel Cranston, th e Leg is
I ~ t u re voted its fir st issue of paper money. T he indi vid ual
pieces were called " bill s of credit" and the total amo unt was
rso(l (J. T o insure rede mptio n, an an nual tax of r lnoo was
laid for the period d uring which the bill s were to be o ut
..t~nd, i ng, which was fin : years. With th e proceed s of this
prlntmg of money the Co lony paid it ~ war debt.

In t his first i:-..ue of bills of credi t there was not, in itse lf,
any harm. The trou ble was not that it was cconomicallv
unsound, but that it showed the peopl e how ea:-\' it was to
pay one 's hill~ simp~y by :-tarti ng the pri nt ing presses. T his
evil sho wed itself trvc vears later in 1715 when the first
" bank n ' of f:JO,OOO wa; issued. -

The dist inction betw een bill s of credi t and ban ks sho uld
be clea rl y understood . Hills of cred it were secured bv a (ax
kvy providing funds for the amo rtiza tion of the i :- :-~e over
a given period of time . Hanks were secured by mortgages
on land. Any per~on wishing tu supply him self with money
could mortgage his land to the Colony and receive currency,

:I RI""i, /',/,,,,,1 - A StUdY j" S,.p.,r<Jfii1!1, 1n ";IlK Berd ine Rich man,
! <JO; . rr- (,7. 74, i ll. llJ,
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l ' pon th is loan he was supposed ro pay intere-t at t he r.ue
of 5r~ and to repay the principal in ten yea","

T here were severa l fall acies in the scheme, hut the major
one was that the land was of litt le value ill fureclo~ure .l .a lld

ill the rura l area-, and since the Colony wa ... hut ...par...d ~

populated it was nearl y all rura l, had virtually Il l) sale
value. Attempts, therefore, to collect the loans were with
ou t real autbori rv and were half-hear ted in nature .

Records' indi~..lte t hat in 172x, three years after t he fi r... t
hank shou ld haw mat ured, the loan was extended to thir
teen years and then ten yea", more wert: allowed for repay 
men t without interc... r bcvond the first thirteen vears.

In 1721, be fore even ~ ...ta rt had been made "tuward the
repayment of the first hank, a second bank was i......ucd , and
the situation began to rake on the tradi tiona l attribute of a
snow-ba ll roll ing down hill.

It i:- nut surpris ing that the peop le bega n to doubt the
value of currency issued und er such condit ions, with :'0 little
appare nt collateral value behind it, and with so litt le finan
cial wisdom in th e government that issued it. Depreciation
bega n, - depreciation in terms of purchasing power, and
depreciation in terms of "hard," or metal lic mone y. Silver,
for example, which had been wort h eight shilling.. an ounce
had risen tu twen ty shi llings an ounce by 17J I.

Meantime, the people of the Colony had become sharply
divided into two parties. T he shipping interests, largely
centered in Xcwport, were being-severely hurt by the decline
in value uf the local currency. The landowners, or Agricul 
tural i..ts, a" the y were called , were, on th e othe r hand , be ing
benctitcd , and unfortunately rhis class wa ... numcricallv
stronger.

Hctwccu 17 t 5 and 1186, there were ten ban ks, but space
doe s not permit a description of them. It wn... a ~ tll rrn~

periud in which orgi e~ of wild inflation were fulh)wed h}
period:- of ref orm. Coullterfe iting" wa~ comlllun in spite uf

""' A 1I i/ " " .I" "/ A", ,.,.j( ,m C/""''''I{.\'. \ \ "illialll Ci. Stun ner . l ioi i ·L !' p. I .
Ill , ~ l.

...cvc re penalt ies ...uch a" whipping, imprison ment, and the
cropping of ears . Even the penalty of death was provided,
hut there i~ no eviden ce that this extreme punish ment was
ever en forced.

An appea l was addressed to the King of England to ~top

the inflation of Rhode bland moncv. At hr.-t he declared
him-el f powerless to help , but later , in 175 1, Parliament
pa...-ed an act forbidding all further banks, and permitting
the issuance of bil l-, of credit for hut two objects : current
expenses of the Colony and expenses ar ising from the exi
ge ncies of war. .After rhi, the paper money situation in
R hode bland qu ieted do wn. A propo-cd hank of fift y
thousand pounds was never i...-ued, nor were there am' more
sums i:-...ued as loans or hanks while Rhode lsl and re~ained

a de pendency of the Hrit i:-h Crown.' In 1763, :lt the end of
the strugg le for Canada, gold and silver coin were made bv
act of the Assemblv the on lv lawfu l monev in the Co loll\:.
T he ~ecO\·ery by RhlXfe bfand of sanity upon the money
question wa" remarkably swift. :\ )orco\"er, t hroug hout the
War of. the Re volution, Rhod e bland maintained its good
reputation. In 1776, it accepted with g rea t docil ity the rec
ommendatio n of a committee of the Xew En gland states to
emit no unnecessary bills of credit, hut rat her to len" taxes
or borro w, and , in 1780, acting upon a re...e lution "of the
~'ontin ental Congress, it passed a measure equitably ad j ust
IIlg betwee n debtor and cred itor the complexities grow ing
out of the Cont inent al currency.

H owever, Rhode I... land wa ... not yet thr ough with its
paper money. In 1786 the 'state ind ulged in one last wild
...prec which was the wor ... t of any. In :\ Iay I iR 6 the agri
cultura l party car ried the election ." The new Asscmblv
contained seventy membe r..., fort y-five uf whom had not
appeared on the roll s of the previous session." Xeither the
governor nor the deputy gove rn or was re-elected. \\· illiam

' lpmf'idn u ,. G.r....tu, "\I .I,\" 6, l ill 6 ,
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Greene of Warwick was replaced by J ohn Collins of Xcw
port as Governor, which, at fir-st g lance, is surprising since
Xcwport had been the stronghold of the hard money party
in the da ys of great shippi ng. H owever, it must he remem 
bered that X cwport was struc k a blow by the War and the
occupation by the British from which it never recovered.'
),Jore than ha lf the population had moved away, and the
shi ps which had prov ided the city with its life blood either
had been sunk or had sailed away to othe r ports.

:"0 ~J1H:r had the new Legislature convened than it
pas-cd n bill providing for the emission of £ I00,000 in paper
money. T his was the tenth ," and , a-, it turned out , the last
Hank.

As soon as the monev was in circulation it began to de pre
ciate in value, so the "h:g:i~lature passed ano ther act in an
:1ttempt to maintain its value." This act forced creditors to
take the muncy at its Face value in payment of a deb t when
it was offered to them. If the creditor refused to receive the
monev in payment , the debtor applied to a judge of the
Court and paid the money to him. The j udge the n nori ticd
the creditor to come and get his money within ten dav-. I f
he did not do so, the facts were advertised in the press for
th ree weeks and at the end of that time the deb tor was d is
charged of his debt.

L'uder such legislation it nu y not be wondered tha t crcd 
irors took every means possible to dude their debtors. l ie n:
was a situation completely in rever-e of nor mal. H ere were
men atte mpt ing" to avoid being paid back money which they
had previously loaned. Instances" are rel ated of credi tors
leaping frum the rear windows of their hon-es, or hiding
themselves ill their attics, to avoid receiving payment of
their loans.

~ lI iil ',,.y "f tlu Sl,ilr "f Rh'" I, /,IJJlJ Jlld l' rr,!,U ' II ,'r 1'1."" "" ;" ,,, ,
Samuel r. r ~c nc .\ rnnlJ , I soo. II , H 7.

" l',vl!'iJr",-r C; ,IU f U , \1.1,'" 13, I ;"i'l(, .
'<0 l' m r"U " ,,"r (;,rUlu, lull)ol, 17HI, "
" Rh'"I, lst,mJ Il iJl fj ,:i'",li l'r.lt"I #s, l'ot tcr &: Rid cr, 1)01)01 (1, Fp. :;1,

62,6 3, 'JO, 10)01 , I ,W , 121,

FOL·R IIL':\ DRFIl \)OJ. I..\ R~ FOK .\ 11 "\"1" I J9

Of ccu r-e , the higher type of residen t disappro ved of the
action of deb tors in Forcing pay ment in de preciated currency.
In fact, in 1789 the Rhod e Island State Socictv of the
Cincinnati" expelled j oseph Arnold of \\'arwi~k for a
"Tender of the paper Currency for a specie demand Jl\)C

withstanding the most pros-ing and repeated admonition
Co the contrnrv." David Brown of lohnsron, a member of
St. j ehu's Epi-ccpal Church, was 'excommuniGlct:d for a
similar offense.

T he dea th knel l Co paper money in Rhude b land wa
sounded bv the famous law case of Trevett vs. Weeden."
J ohn T re,:ett purchased a piece of meat of J ohn Weeden,
a butcher in Xewporr, tendering in payment therefor paper
money which Weeden declined to receive. Complaint wa ..
made to the H on. Paul M umford, Chief j ustice of the
Superior Court. Weeden was immediat elv arrested and
cried for the offense. H e was extre mely poo~ but in spire of
this the ablest counsel in the State: were provided for him.
T hese were the H on. H enry M archant and General j ame-,
.\1. Varnu m. T he defendant was charged with violation of
[he stat ute requiring sellers of goods to accept paper money.
T he charge wa... met with a th ree- fold plea:" first , that the
sta tute had exp ired (a technica l contention ba-ed on the
ambiguous word ing of the act); second , that the matte r
complained of had been made triable before a -pecial court
uncont rolled by the suprem e j udiciary; and third, that the
stat ure was unconstit utional and void, because Ill" it there
was denied Co the de fendant the rig ht of tr ial by Jury.

T he f rvr two pcin ts of the plea fur the accused were d welC

upon brieflv. T he third , - that of denial of rrial bv iurv,
- was el al~orated exhaustivel y and with deep fee/ i·ng-. it
was J ames Varnum's conten tion that trial hy une's fell ows
( the mode of trial secured to every En g' li sbmnn br .vlugna
Charta) had been establi shed in Rhode Island bv the char te r
of the Colony, which provided th at the i l1 h ah j t;~ ll ts " should

'" Rh,;dr f ILm'! S,,,'irly r,j tlu Cit/rim""i Rro " ,! 8 ",,1 # 1, Fl'. ;2. :; ~ "

.-\rnol,1 "JS r~il"t.ll~cl, long after hi. dcmise.



I.$ u KHODE ISL: \ :" U IIISTORY TIIF :,WO RIl 0;"': T ilt-: T.\Hl.1': 1<1

have and enju}' afllibc rties . . . of free and natu ral subjects
... a" if tne}' were horn within the realm uf England." The
fact that Rhode bland wus nu longer a Colony uf En g land
had no heari ng on the matt er. T he other point strcs-cd by
Varnum wav: W ho, in a given ('".1-<, was to decide whet her
an inhabit an t - a citizen - had been de prived of a char
tered rig ht : T o quote Varnum's words, "Have the j udges
a power to repeal, to amend , to alter laws, or to make new
law:-: Cod Forbid ! In that case the y would bec ome legis
Inters." " Hut," he continued , "the j ud iciary han: the sole
puwcr of j udging uf laws 0 •• and canno t admi t any act of
the Lc gi:; lature a-, law which i~ again st the Constitution."

H ere was the whole case for the accused, and it was a
:-trong one.

In rendering their deci-ion , t he j udges waived the con-ti
tur ional point and fell hack upon the second plea, namely,
that the complain t had been made triable before a special
court and th at th e Superior Court lacked jurisdiction. It
therefore dismissed the case.

The decision, construed as it was as a vindicati on of both
Wee den and of honest mcncv. hit the State with ter rific
impact. Rhode Island's indi\·jduaJi~t ic democracy was
shocked profound ly. Was it true that in Rhode Island th e
ruli ng element was no longer the people: Were judges
more powerful than the General Assembly! Xot sc long as
th e Gene ral A:-:'Cmbly was composed of red-blooded men!
Paul v lumford, j oseph H azard, Thomas Till ing hast,
Gilbert l tevol , and David H owel l - the five judges who
had heard the case - were summoned to appear before the
Assemblv to ddend them-elves. T he summons recited that
the court had declared an act of the supreme legisla ture
uncunstirurional and void, and hy so doing "tended tu abe l
i-h legi-lativc author ity."

T he j udges chose David H owel l, the younge st of the ir
number, a Princeton g radua te, and the only t rained lawyer
of the court, to represent them. H e explained rhnt the act
had nut been declared unconstitu tiona l, but, at the same

time, proclaimed ir the righ t o f the bench to pa~:; upon the
constitutionalit y of any legisla tive :ICt. T here were seve ra l
stor my sessions and manv heated word s, hut, at length, the
judges were acquitted and al lowed to contin ue in office.
H owever, it is notab le that at the election of ~tate officers ill
the foll owing year, in the Spring of I i8S , the only member
of the cour t re-elected was the Chief j ustice, the l ion. Paul
M umford . M umford had nut taken part in the decision,
whereas, the four other judges who gave the decision were
not continued in office.

H owever, this action against th e j udges proved to be only
the dy ing convulsion of the paper money party. In 1789,
the legal tender statute of 1786 was repe aled , and in 1793,
the Assembly declared gold and silver to be t he onl y lawful
money in the State. From then on, Rhode b land managed
her monev matters so well that ~he was above reproach.

T il . :''''011.1' 0' Til .: T .U ILt.
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S r.,.. D i rU f i" m. wh ich is th., ruhlisher of " The :'\\"orJ on the T ahle: '
has produced <I nluahl" <l nd inl ,·r..,sling group of Ixx.ols of poetry in irs
series called " The l'O<: t of the \1 <l nlh: ' T h.. Ii>! is cathulic Jnd inclusive.
the price rea><llIJble. the pri11linl( and design or a ' usui n.·d c xccllencc and
u rid,1". The~' (.1 polite generaliz.nion of the namv uf .I.1m es Laughlin }
have made no miSI.1ke in adJing \I r , :'.con's b..ok to th"i r s<:eonJ year's
list. T hc hook is well d" .igned. lhe ~olch Roman t."p" is clearly legible.
and the content is apt ( p.1 n icularlr for Rhode h landers) and wellwrit
ten. Dorr . Rebellion occurred one hundred ~ ' ean Jgo : it, results W crc
greJt and wcethwhilc : it ret!....,t , ill a ral!ter lerr il-J., manner the contiuuins
strugg le in which we now rind ourselv es - the struggle to assure JIl men
everywhere an equal .h.u.: in fr.·"d"l ll of 01'1'<>Ttunit.1" .1lId r"'I"lIhihili l.'.

If one excludes the m il iI J r~ " prO"'",;,; of C ene¥J1 ( i r.,,,n,,. the some
what duhiom f.uuc of l;"ne r.,1 Hurnaidc, the brillianr hUI brie f career of
Commodore O lin r IfJ l.J rd l'crrv and the remarkable hut now ironicallv
moot Jchiel'''llwnt of his hfolher ~I.ttl h "\l . '''I'' i; Idt tn discern in K hod~
Island history on l)" twu mcu ur lli.lt oul,lollt-ling qUJ lil~' II hidl hJ' per-
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m.ment], .l,haned the IM,l:er de mo,.-r.,ti," thcorv. T he;. ;lfe Roger \ \ ' il
liams .1,;d T hom." \\ ' il;o n Dorr. \ \ \ . h.n e prodneed man ."· ndmirablc,
mall" nmlen tiou •• and mall" SUCCC"flll1l' um,en'at ilT men; put with the
nce'pt io!l of \ \ ' il1 ;"111 ' .md [h,lrr. none h." '1ll.,lili,·.llo stand truly hi,l:h ill
t he 'tor;' of the !,roWe," of m.111. \\ ·illi .l l1l , '\.1,' successful in hi, ex!,eri
mcm, en dowed wit h the gifts of brain and heart and chnrnct cr that madc
p""ihlc his "slOlli,hing .s-hicvcnu-m in the furthering of human libc rtv.
Dorr ,"w the goal. had the character to pursue il agaimt the current ~f
hi, rb" and his educat ion. h"d the brnius and the hc"rt tn frame hi,
preee!'t, into " workable and practicablc for m. but f.liled at th,' end ttl
reach .1 rnncl u,ion , although he forced others to come to that conclusion
without h im.

It i, the ,tor.' of this vis ion and it, p"rtial accomplishment. and o( the
personal (a;lurc and traged."' o( Do rr. tha t has occupied \ l r, Scott. I l c ha.
clcn ,rl." and .i u,tl.' set Dorr's fai lure agaim! hi, intention• .md in so doing
h,,, neat"d .1 cunn ;,'t !II;!! is in tc rc srin g and mOI'in g, It is " pit,l' th at he
Ii,,, ,toppe,1 where hc ha, . for in hi, poem he ha, ra;'e,1 ghosts .m,l hop e>
a. olJ .111<1a, fresh as time itself . and this is but a s.,no psi, of w hat he might
ha\l' ,11>11e. T he pOl'm is hut a rhuusm d lim'. 1001,l: . and t hat is enough
rnc rclj to , letch in the m.ttcria] he has collected and cxcellc ntlv dige ste.!.
~ure l." . he himself CJn har J ly '1u.nlcl with a reviewer who. putt ing .1""'11
th e book. cr ies. "Ylore, more !"

\ l r. Scot t come' closcs r 10 completion of hi, theme ill the 11ne rhvmcd
section. lI 'h" it ,h l' /' , ;5<"'", ,I! ' Iu 8 ,1'-(' H ~, Ie!, _lS ",'e the rounJni pic
ture he might have Jrawn " f man's travail. ;n the tlll>\'il1g section, S if.hr
',I rlu An nl"l, whe re \\ 'alter .<'. Burges speaks :lI1 d (cars for his fr ien d .
.-\gai n. the con flict is neJtly po int ed w. bUI left incomp lete . in that part
of thc sntion ('aJ1c,l S iKht in rhl' Anmdf, where ~ull i , ,,n Do rr speak s
against hi, hrother to ot her me n, more occ upie J wit h Ihe appearance of
his own cia" lo: alt.'" t han with Ihe det 'per and rnu rc ('ndur;ng and more
".llid luyal tie, : .'et ;t i, bUI a sketch , when ;1 m i,l:h t have been developed
further . I' cr hap. ,o me d a." \ 1r. Scott will writl' the whole into a lougcr
narrat i"e p"em rhatallows hi, talen ts ,,:up,' for fu ll b ,h iolleJ development.

T h.., '·el'" is accoru p l;. heJ. somet ime, rnoving , an d always clear - fur
wh ich one is dn -pl;. grateful. It Icprcsl:nts a furthe r ste p an d J g' K,d one.
toward the return (If ,TTSe from self-conscious i,ola tio nism to whole
hearte d intervention. It pTOn'i aga in Ilhal should never have need ed
p ro\'in g (ha.1 not fossjllization S<:t in), th"t t he form is uni mpo rta nt. tha t
01.1 form, arc old on 1.,' w hen the con tent of them is prcmaru rclv aged .
hut arc new .1lIJ fre-sh ..nJ firm when Ihe content ha, ,ilaJit" , rlu rirv, and
a sutficieur technica l exu-I lenec l<I knew what it is J oing.· ,

CItRI<TOP1! ~R I ,AFaRl;~*

'l'h r i " " r h~ , t. "F " ,~ . ; . Ill, "tJ lh", "f 1/ " .,i , -", II, Ifi , .i,,, , (14.1-/.); F~.- h 10
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The Brown Papers
An ngrccmcnr recently entered into by a Committee,

sponsored and financed by rhc Social Science Research
Counc il, uf Xcw York, with Brown University, the John
Carter Brown Library and the Rhode bland H istor ical
Society, at last opens rhc way for the arrangement and
exp loitati on of t he wealth of historical materi als contained
in the papers of the vari ous members of the Brown family.
These manuscripts are housed in the J ohn Carter Brown
Library and the Library of the Rhode Island H istorical
Society.

W ork on this ambitious project, which began on Septcm
her first, 194-2, is to continue over a period of several years
under the direction of P rof. J ames B. H edges, of Brown
University. When it is completed, the treasures of these
great collections will, for the tirst time , be thoro ughly avail 
able to historical investigators. A pre liminary examination
of the papers ' has already revea led their significant bearing,
not only on many aspects of American economic devel op
men t in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, but upon a
multitude of other subjects as well.

..\nother result of the project, which is the especial COI1

cern of the Committce referred to above, will be a business
history of rhe Brown fami ly over a period of one hundred
and fifty years. It is the belief of the Committee that the
long -sustained business career of the family, characterized ,
as it was, by an agility and alertness which enabled them to
shift readi ly the emphasis of thei r activity in response to
changing econo mic cond itions and new opportunities within
rhe country, affords an unusual opport unity for a ty pe study
of the role of the en treprene ur in Amer ican economi c devel 
opmen t. T his histor y of the family is expected to be as
complete and comprehensive as it is possible to make it,
and it may run to th ree volu mes. w. G. R.

'''The Record of a Rhode lsland Bu, ine" F.1I11 i l." ," jamcs B. H cd /l:cs.
American .-\nt i'1u"r ia'l ~o<: i e l.'. P,-,,,',.,.,/i,lgJ, \ '01. ; I . pp, 21- .16.
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T he Block Island Historical ~oc iety held its first meet 
ing , Sunday, September 6. Your I )irector had the honor
IIf part icipat ing in the ceremonies. att ended by more than
100 persons; proof , if any were needed, that the people are
interested in the history of Rhod e Island . During Septem
ber your D irector has addresscd the Roger Wil liams Fam
ily Association , the J amestown l Iisroncal Society and the
Fall M eeting of the Rhodc l slaud ~t:th.: D. A. R. at H ill s
grove ;\1. F.. Church, under the auspices of the Col. Chris
topher Greene Chuprcr.

ed ucationa l instirution -, and hi..roricrl societies to supe rvise
t he work , in part icular to ma rk out the borde rline be tween
official a nd unofficial acti viti es.

O n Septem be r I, the Xatioual Federation of Music
C lu bs terminated a walking to ur of o ld l ' rovidcncc at J ohn
Brown H ouse. T here wa- rnu..ic ill the 1Jrawing Room by
a ha rp trio and re fre-hrncn ts were se rved on the Ter race .
Delegates from point.. a.. far away a.. Arkansas, Iowa and
:'\b.ine t and nearer by J all cxprc..~J the ir appreciation of
the oppor tunity to view the hi..roric :'\13n:-ion and man~·

cxprc..-cd the opinion that it wa.. mo..t suitable to the pur
r~s of an hi..torical societ y.

A throng of member..and guc..t- inspected our new home
on the ceca..iun of O pen 1louse, September 23.

• • • •
T he Patriot ic Room , at the south-we-t corner of the third

floor - which mal' be reached In elevator - is now the
H eadquarters for ' the Society oc"the Colonial Wa rs, the
Sons of the American Revolution, the Society uf the Cin
cinnati, the Roger Williams Fam ily Associat ion and the
:\layflower Society. We hope that other similar orga niza
tions will Ill: interested to make this room their permanent
headquarters.

News-Notes

of the R hod e Isla nd H isto r ica l Society

T he new home of the Society - J ohn Brown l Iou-e ,
52 Power St. - wac informally opened for the use of our
mem bers and the public on J uly / , 19~ 2 . M ere than 650
vi...itur... han: signed the regi... rcr in the succeedi ng: two
months. :\ la ny came to work in the Library, more from
curiosit y, and others to participate in meetings of -ociet ie
which were the guests of the H i..rorical Society.

P revented by transportat ion problems from holding
the ir annual Field Dav the South Countv :\Iu~um, un
J uly 25 , displayed in ' the M usic Room 'a collecti on of
smaller articles from its treasures. On Aug u...r i , the 200th
anniversarv of the birth of General Xathanael Greene: wa-,
observed i~ appropriate exercises on the T errace and lawn.
T he Society was honored by the presence of Governor
J. H oward :\ lcG rat h, United States Senator T heodore
Francis G reen, H an. F rancis J . :\ lcCabe repre...enting
:\I ayor Roberts, distinguished clergy and over 250 mcm 
bers and guests. T he Order of Exercises and principal
addresses appear on pages 109-25 of this is..ue.

Fort y represe ntatives of 23 organizations concerned with
the collection and preservation of historical records and
objects united in the annual meeting of the Southern
New E ng land Conference of Hi stor ical Societies, August
26 , :U the Rhod e Island H istorical Society. Recognizing
the impor tance of preserving the unofficial , as well as rhc
offic ial records of the present war the mem bers presellt
volu nteered to make scrap-hooks of newspaper clipping... ,
collect prugrams and other ephemera of local interest. The
Conference unanimously adop ted a memor-i a] to (;uvt:rllol'
;\k(; rat h requesting him ro appoint a commission of tive,
includ ing the State Records Commissioner, the 1rircctor () f
the Rhode Isla nd H istorical S..cictv and representatives of

,

• • • •
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