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Samuel] Gorton 's Master Stroke
by \" n .Ll" "1 GREESE R OEl.KER

Always adept in dealing with the I ndians, on April 19,
16-1-.... , Sam uel l Gorton made his maste r stroke. E xploiting
to th e full the asto nish ment of th e Ind ians at his miracul ous
escape fro m the clut ches of the M assachusetts authorities"
he made a treaty with the N arragansett Sachems bringing
"those Princes and People to a submission & acknowledge 
men t of his said Royal M aj " [C harl es I J and his successors
Kings of E ngl and as the ir supreme L ords and Sove reignc
of tha t country."

T his statement revea ls th e importance which the treaty
of subjection had already assumed by 1678. W hen the sub 
mission was made Oll Ap ril 19, 164- 4-, Gorton 's keen legal
min d und oubt edl y appreciated that his posi tion before the
E ngl ish authori ties would be strengthened thereby, but it is

"Samucll G ort on (h e alwavs wrote his fi rst nam e Sdmut'll) was J master
pu blic ist, Immed iately uJXln reachi ng London in 164 6 he publish ed a
full account of h is ditli cuhic s with t he !\!Js5JCh useli s aut hor it ies under t hl'
tid e, Simplie i f in /)~fflle,. Ag,;im f Srr'OI-II u'/,.,/ l ' uHey, repu blished ,
with no tes by \Villi,l m R. .:1 taplcs a' volum e [I , Rhu';,. 1,ld'''/ lI i" udedl
Su";",)' C r,lIf,.fir>fu , hereafter R, I. II . S. (.',,/1, T he parti cular rdncncc
is at [i i - [ 6 0 . For a condensed ;ICCOUnt , ;,ec !lote 27.

' From t he rcplv of Randal [II H owld cn and I \lJ jm ] j " hn G reen [e I,
j uJ,r 30 , 16 i S, to th e answer of the agen ts of \ IJssachu >C ll s. 'I'he full
rr.ruscription is w be foun d in lr,JiII C"rur Un,cn , lI i,I I,d ,-,;! T r,mJl'rip' s,
l oI S- l i-l !>, v ,,,I um,,", hereafter J. C. H. 1'rdflIa ipf 'J 1666- 16l!2,



•r h< C.1•• i,rI /' " i. ,/ • f .f ,,,,,i fd" II ;, for\" C" ." It ., <n, 1'1 If» , hrrr . tt . , ..\ nd ,~.. "
II . tM , A <Iu, Ol.' l<mrn l o j Ih~ ,liffi<ul lir. I..';n~ RhnJ r 1. IJ.nd i. If> he I,,,, nd in
S.m",,1 G ...\ , nul"', lI i" o. ,- of fh, s,~" oj RAt. J r I, I~"J ( S. Y. lr ~ , ltd . d.),
hr,uftr. ,-\rn .. ld. I, ~ -9.SIl, .100 C1urn<. S. Hr ;!!,h, m. in .' ; ~l d'i IIi" ••, .J
Rh J, l, f~ "J. I , ·0.lUI1.

•.\ nd,", •• • , .••1., 11, h., r... 'd.n. " I S r" ",>TI, et ..h h.d hn-n in London I;"H
16 0 , .. h.n hr .'1'1o~~r .. ilh R.~ . , " ·ill ;. m•• A, ,," ld, I. ~ l'l,

" R. I . C. R., I , ,H~.

" l'f"-'n Ih. Ii .. , ,n lrlti!!,r,,« "I tI,.....n,l., j~1 .. urk'n,~ h."d .,1 tbt" mo.1 1I ,!!,h,
in m.hin~ .. . ~ I.. . dm;"i.lt . lion 1ft, YOYr " . j r 'l ir••t lurnr un I. ",'u t R..y. 1I lh,"n ~,

did I..rlbw ilh "n , ~' ~<r,, 11 C..u, I, ' nd I h . ,~i ~ .. . I•• ti,,, "ny " I , " ur , .,dy . nd
j"y fo, ll , ... pl;..n " I y.-.Y .nd '" y"Yt prl;li""o" !>;Ihlull , ll ~ , i . ,,<r .n d 1.., . 11)' 10
roY, did ",d~, .. I you, pol iti" n." own....o,d . nd ,,' ith jo yn. <on'.nt, IhJ.1 you'
"-h jr u i. ,bould bf' {nn h.. ilh p' o<l. ;"",d .. ilh .. mych tnlr mnily .. Ihry could i".11
Ih. T" .. ". ul Ih. 1 <...lltttr~." rrom U, . l:h, h '. Ii"1 prt ilion 10 Iht Kin" R , J. C. R.,
I , . ~ ; . ~ 9 , . 1U~ , I,um J. C. 8. T•• ~,..,itt" 160 8·66 , x». JO.

):'.\\l l· FLI. (iORTOS ':, \ l.\:'TE R :,T RO KE

" The restora tion of the king." writ es Professor Ch arl es
:\1. Andrews, "rendered doubt ful the legal validity of the
patent of 164-4-. l t i:; to be reme mbered that parl iament,
tho ugh acting in the king's name, had issued the document
without foll owing , as far as we kIlOW, the regula r pruce~:;

required for a letters patent , and al so that the patent had
served in Rhod e bland to en force principles, ana lago us to
those of the Comm onwealth and Protectorate which E ng
land had just di scarded ." • It was! therefore, of fi rst impor
tance for Rhod e b land to demonstrate her loyalty to the
new king . H er agent must be tactfu l and shrewd and be
armed with the proper creden tia ls. The treaty of submis
vion by the Xarragnnscrt Sachems to the king's late fat her,
Cha rles I, was ready at hand to pro\'e Rh ode Island 's loy
alt y as well as t he lega lity of he r claims.

A letter from Dr. J ohn Clarke in London ann ouncing the
accession of Charle s I I was read til the Genera l Court sit 
ting at W arwick, October 18, 166 0, First of the New Eng
land colonies to take such action ," the Cour t immediately
ordered the King to be proclai med "tomorrow mominge at
eight of the clocke.?"

At th e same session the Court authorized a committee
Uta draw up a drau ft of a commission" to be sent to J ohn
Cla rke, Physician, appointing him

ou r u nJo u l>teJ ~g..nt J.nJ ..\ t u rnc~' ; 10 III hwfull inten ts J.nJ pur

po~cs bwlul1~' tend ing unto the preservat ion o f ~ II J.nJ si ng ulJ.f the
-----'-
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gi ving him cred it for too much foresight to say that he an
ticipated the vital role which the treaty was to play in pro
tecting R hod e Island from the aggressions of M assachu-erts
and Connecticut.

This treaty, the like of which had never been made be
tween En gl ish and natives in Xcrtb America, established
in the King an indefeasible title to the Ind ians' land and
satisfi ed the desire for conformity to legalism so ing rained
in the mind of the 17th century Englishm an, Barely more
than an em pty fo rm at the t ime it was mad e, the treaty of
subjection took 0 11 real substance when it became necessary to
negotiate a new char ter after the restora tion of Ch arles II.

T he Patent procured by Roger Will iams in I64-J ! ·H had
Parl iamentarv authcritv cnlv, since it had been granted dur
ing the Engli~h Civil \\~ar when Charles I was in flight from
Lo ndon. Rh ode bland, like the other Xcw England col
onies, had "adhered" to Cromwell and the Protectorate,
hut now there was a new deal."
No. II" i I ; ab 'lrK! in edOld;J!' "j Sf,lf t" /" lf t"I'J, C"lmt;;J/, 16i i - 1680,
So, ; 6 i .

I n i ng B. R i('h m .m comments Ih 31 the submi..iun ...-.as p roo...bly I nd ia n

in o ri g in l-ut furth ered l-y G orto n. " Be IhJ.1 J.' it IIIJ.Y', t he ;l(l in the

~uel p TUI'eJ 10 he of cumrulling imponauc.. fo r Rhode " b n J . I n the
cJ.p.. ble hJ.nJ. tl f R J.n J J.lI Il o lJ l'n .anJ I \ h j u r I J o h n Greene il saved 10
the ('ulllmun"cJ.hh~~s " " shJ.lI se.. i n C h J.pte r X \ ·.- t h" r ich prU\'i ncc

vI :\ .a rr~g~ t1>.: t l : ' HI",J.. I ,/;JItJ , l t , .\/;J1;i111: ;J1lJ .1 /";J1ti,,g r x. Y., 1908,
2nJ I·J. ), 2.H . Riehmau's thuug h t fu l 'h..J~' H'm J i m the best im er pr e
taticn of the p..rio,1 l u .l /, . HJ .

T h e te ll o f rh.. tr..J \\' is t<> h.. fo u nJ i n J. C. H. '/" "l/luiffJ, 16 1~·66 ,

;-.;... It•. J n J i! pri nt ..J ' ill full in Hu " ,.JI ',I fh.. C"/,,n\' "/ Rh" J.. 11/.m J
[Providence , I H; 0 ' 0; ) , hereafter R. I. C. R., at I , I H -J 6 ; J.nJ two lette rs

"n the SUhj,'('t, "n" frum th" :' J('h em , ttl \b!>S.l('h ulCl h , J.nJ J.nuthe r from

J u h n \ \ ' u n cr , :'cn"u r~', tu th .. G c n crJ.1 C ou T!o J.t I . 1 l(.· .. O.

' hum Rh" dr " 1J." d', Irllr l \1 . ", 16 ;~ I.. Ri, h•• d C,..m.. rll : ..w.... hn r { nd
( " "I .. i lh.t .n di,,~r ",,' . i' lr ,11 ..",-'. I \l J......h" ...I1O) ~n'rr ' , J.in,1 ".) hi~h In ,
...ilh d. r m" ,1 ho" "ublr {·..""... ll .. f SIJ.lr, r'hhl'.hrd ~.•" lhot; ly nl p.rti .n.olli.
f, um ...h..." n...hlr h.nd., .. or . l" , , r, r i" J loll'" " I F •• io". ,u n lim" li"" . nd , •.
ft r.h in«•. And h 'lly ( hi,h ;. n,,, p. ,,b hl• .",,, ,,,,,.;,,~ . J.nd j"l-' " nto Y'l. ,Yoo,
hi~hnr.. ' do. "r" 1.lhor plr" ..d, " nd.. I" . " .. no h,,,,d J.nd l~ [R . I , (" R.,
I, J I6 · l i l t" ,rfr r .h Y. J.I, ,, . . .. ilh Ih. dr .. up"" lI,r ,u.., .".1 ,Ih. <10".1. 01
Ihr IJ.Uo, n i" r .. nlo " .... R. I . I:. R., l. -lH , orr .1... " 11,,';, 1·J.p :· R. I . 1I. .s.
C.II" X , ~ 6<i,



took the occasion

pri\ 'ile,lgcs, libert ies, bownderies and emu nuics of Ihi! Colony u
according to the true intent and ml:aningc of all cont..j-ned in our
sa.I'd chart er, :l.g..imt ..l1 unlawful] uscrparions, intrusions...nJ claimes
of an~' person or rcrsom. on an~' prelences, or b~' an~' combinati un
whatsoever ; nut .louhlin ge but Ihe sarne gracious hanJ of I' r"" iJ cncc,
which moved the must putent :l.nJ rovall JXlwer aho,· e5,:l.~·J, 10 give
and graunt as the ..hm "!.l~ J free charter, will also still cont inue to
presen '" us in Our j u~t right s ..nJ rr i,·iIcJge s. h~' the gucious Favour
of the pollCr ..nJ ropH majesti c abovesaj-d. wbereumo wee
:l.d no" ledge all hum ble submission anJ loyall subjec tion.'

There t he matter res ted until :'\la y 21,1 661, when th e
General Court meet ing at N ewport

ha"eing much upon their hearts the com iJeution of thJt dut ifuJl
obedience, 1"gal1~' anJ un fa~'n "J humble .Jtf<-'Ction thn Ihis Collon~'

doth 0\\0.' .. nJ be.a r unto the crownc anJ Jignity of his most excellent
m.aj estic. our Jr(".ad SIO,·c r..igne Lord the King of England. ~'lbnJ ,

h aunn" anJ Ireb nJ ;

in ..II humble .and thankful! mann er, to rre!oCnl and prO!itr.ate our
!oCln·s. an,1 th.at al his 'hj n ties feet. ,1 nJ 10 hesc«h his .\I .a jcslin
f,a " Juut>lc eontinu,1 tiu" of h i ~ goodness unto us. his most h~'lhfull ,

tho poore ..nd unworthy sut>jids in these remote p:l.rtes of the world ;
,1 nJ the bet ter to J Cd.aTC our lovaltv and humble san-ice unto hil
maj e. tie, do .aJXI~ nt our tru.t~· a~J ,~'dl bejoved ftenJ .anJ agenl to
present OUT JcLowl c,l~ments aecoTdingl~' .. . ~

:"0 agent was appointed at thi s session th ough £200 was
voted for his expenses. And in orde r to a rm him for t he
d ifficult nego tiation, th e Cou rt ordered t hat th e tr easured
evidences of " our just rig ht s and priviledgcs," mean ing the
" charter of Xl r. Roger Will iams" and the " subjection of
the Nnrrngansert Ind ians unto his majesty" procured by
Samuel! Gorton , he sent "for th e use of the Col lony, by our

. I ' I d " "agent or agents 1Il t ug an .
I n spite of the order of th e Court to the delegates of th e

towns "to ccnsultc and make some progresse in the matter,
on or before th e 2·hh day of J UIlC," action was furt her de 
b r ed until a lette r ar rived from D r. C larke , August 27 ,

; R , I. C. R., r. ~ 12- \ ~, ~1 ~ I ~. Arn "l d, I, 27 ; · ~6.

"R . I. C. R., I , H~ .~ 1.

" R. I. C. R.,I , ~ I~ j H ;:,-l-6.

• RIIO DE I ~ I..-\:\' D HI STORY ~. \ :\ l l'FLL G O }(T( )VS :'oUSTE R ST RO KE

166 1. '" T his letter mu st have con ta ined his acceptance of the
ard uous task, for the Court ordered :

rhar :\I r. .-\rnolJ, .\ IT. Dyre , JnJ Joseph T orrey. arc desired to dr aw
Up;I lett er In .\I r. Juhn ClJr Lc. of thJnUulln,,". and to dra w o ut

his com mission Ih;I! W ;I S d fJ .... n up JI the Courtc JI \ \ 'Jfw id c, Oc to
ber the l!.I tn. 1660," l;InJ (0 !lenJ the money which hJd been
pIcJg ..,J!IO 'Ir. J ohn Clark e, our Jgcnt in England,"

X one of O r. Clarke 's man )" letters to the Co lony appear
to han: surv ived. X ct hing i... know n of their contents except
the one received June the l i th, 1662, "w herein he decla reth
that our affavres are in a forward wav (0 be efecred th eare
[at Court J r~ the great comfort of t'he Cc llony, and that
rnlmyes only are wan ting to mannadge the maner, , . n l ~

Shortly afte r receipt of his commission D r. Clarke
drafted a pe ti tion to the King which was received in the
Colonial Office, J anuary 29, 1661 /62, :\ ~COJll.! , received
February 5th , repeats t he fe rmer pe tition and includes the
pica that the petitioners

h~'e il much un rhci r he..ns ( if the.' m..., h.: permittcJ ) to hold forth
alinely elpcrimenl , Ih..1 .. rtuuri~hing civill ~tale m..~· ~tanJ. ye.., and
best be nu inl.lined•.m J tb..1 ..mnnlt E nlt l i ~h ~Firits, with .. full lih
"rl~' in rel igious concernment>. , .. '

T his phrase, s-o libera l as to -tartle contemporaries, was
car ried over verbat im into the Charter of 1663.II

J" -';I""n~.. "j ,,,mmuni'. ';"n. prnb.,hl.' ..."unh for th~ J~b,· . In tu.. Chrke
,h "uIJ ,~ f u .... 'he l '" urt n"min.,~,i • li. 1 ,.j n,en fr " IIl "hi,h .h~ . ,~n' .hould ""
...1<'Cl~d : '· \ lr. Ikn~Ji" .\tn"ld, \lr. J " hn (; ••~n~, \fr. Will i.m /l,·r~. :\-I r. Randall
Il"u l d~ n . \ lr. -,;" n" ' r ll t ;" " " n a" d \1r . R", ..r Wi ll i ~m,." R. I . C, R., /, -14 1·4-2,
..\ , ,,,, Id. I . r6.

II R . I . 1:. R" I . H~. II .....n" d~.l1 ,,, , h~ ",i '", ,h"r ""I", d,~fr "f ,h~ ""mm'"
,i"" " " m.,!~, Od" k , I ~ . 11" ,11. r~n.1in_ ,~, ~ir ' " r " " , d th•• Ilr . l"l..kc " .... illi"ll"
,.. "".1<"I t.l k~ , h.. h".i,,,·... Th~ ,,,,,,,,,; .. ;,,n d" ... no, .rror to h... .. ;..urd unril
,\ ""uor 2- . 1 6 ~ I, " hi, h "",,1.1 "rhin "I,,· hi, tir " rdi , i"n to rio" "' ; n ~ .... ~, " "r
,~,"iHd ill ' h ~ C" I" ni..1 "ff"" " n,iI J. "'u." ,· 24. 11>61 /62, i 'f. .l nd,e.. . , II . J~.

'~R .I. 1.'. R., I , ~~2. T h. dim""I.,. o j r,o, ,, rinlt lun.1... ith "hi,h t" nlr~t 'he
"",·n" . cxr,'n,," i, .ho,,·n hI' rl", '"4" "" ' h.lt dr ," ll ,,·,ulting I" ,,,, rh~ "I~ "f hn"c.
i" ,h. 8Mh." l" • • k ru,n ~d i" ,,, ,h . ,urh",iri~, ,,,' /", .. .,.1i"" t" L" " d" n, ih'-,f. I, 48).

' " R. I. I:. R., I. 440.4 1, f",,,, J. c. s. T, ••""ipr" I(,OM.66, v., II.
" " T hi. hi. \1.lj ~, r y ' . ,r""r "," , I,,, , ),·d .lt h.,' hi. ,'hj,·".v' . hil'h ()iIi,~ ro "f , t " l<',

"j,,, 'I.,,, t" ,i,'" i' in ",u ,,~ hd",~ 'lor •• • li",. lou'. f~.,j,,1t rt,,, Ii,,,,' , ,,,.,;nl' . Ih ~)'

,,"u,hr.1, 'I'ain."h..i, "ill ., in "ho',li~", ~ ,,, hi. \I . j ~." ." , rl.a.", •. " R" I .r \\' ill i.. ",
,,' :'>hj" , \I.",,,, .Junr 22, 16· 11, .\ ." "' g." ,u ,, I.'!"h /'"hli.-ar;"" , ( l 'r,,,'id~n,",

1~6-.-~ ) , vr. 1 ~6.
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Underlying the references to a desire for liberty of con

science as the special aim of the Colony, there is, in both
petitions, a particular emphasis on the declara tion that the
code of laws adopted in 164- 7 is " so neare the laws of Eng
land, as the nature and constitution of the place would
admitt.?" If the influence of Samuc ll Gorton cannot be
traced direc tly in the terms of this code, neverthe less its
spirit conforms to his wel l-known devotion to the E ngl ish
common law.

But the influence of the treaty of subj ection is qui te ap
parent , though it appears to have escaped the atten tion of
other writers. Arnold states correctlv that one of the rea
sons for granting the charter is that the 'petitioners " are seized
and possessed by purchase and consent of the said natives to
their fuJI content , of such land s, islands,"&c, and that this
clause is a recognition of Roger Will iams' doctrine that the
paramount title was in the natives, " and the right , first
obtained from them by purchase, was only confirmed by
patent fr om the crown.' ''· This is unquestionably one legal
basis for the charter.

Arnold, however, overlooks the other legal base on
which the charter rests: t he treaty of subjecti on of the Nar
raga nsett Sachems , refer red to in the clause stating that the
peop le of Rhode Isla nd had "by neare neighbourhoode to
and friend lie societie with the g reate bodie of the Narragan
sett Ind ians, given them encouragement, oj their 0'J..'1It' ac
corde , 10 subiNI thrmsri....-es, thrirr people 1m" Landes, uti/a
us ; whereby. as is hoped, there may, in due tyme, by the
blessing of God upon rheire endea vours, bee lard a sure
ffoundation of bappines-c to all America ..." n

Another direct reference to the treaty appears in the
clause making it unlawful "to invade or moles t the native
Indians, or any other inhabitants, inhabi ting with in the
bounds and Iymit s hereafter mentioned (t hey !ul'I,:i"g sub-

U R . J, C. R ., I, 4 ~ ~, there H< th..< <li,tin<t ,<I«<n« . 10 tho I.,.. of t;n , land ,
'~Arno l d, I, ZQ O.92 .

H ' t,lin min<; R . J. C. R ., II , .. .

iea ed Ihe1llu/~·t's u,1I0 us, and being by us taken into our
special! protection I, without the knowledge and consent of
the Govemour and Company of our Coll ony of Rhode
Istand and Providence Plantations." , ~

I t is unnecessary to labor the point . I n the opinion of the
writer at least, the treaty of submission is one of the legal
bases for th c Charter of 1663. It is significant to note that
there is no reference whatever in the Cha rter to th e Patent
procured by Roger Will iams in 16+3/++.

Not content with the embodiment of the substance of the
submission in the words of the Ch arter, it was deemed ad vis
able to reenact the cerem ony of subjection. On November
26. 1663, two days after the receipt of th e Cha rter. the sur
viving Sachem s Ouissuckqua nsh and Xineganirt, at a meet 
ing of the Governor and Council. owned th at "they did sub
mitt themselves unto his :\ la j e:-ty's Royall fath er, by a writ 
inge under their hands about nineteene years ago 1164.+);
and they arc now come to know what answer his ~Jaj esty

is pleased to returne them... , The aforesayd submission
sent by M r. C orron, being read in thi s meeting , and

d h d S h h j ' hci " ."shewe to t c say Sac ems, t C)' owuec It t err act.
Also they declared the mselves tu be subject s of Cha rles
II. Hv these acts the Sachem s scaled the Chart er of 1663
and f~rther buttressed Rhode Island 's independence.

Subsequent events often revea l the tru e significance of
movements previous ly obscure. In 16+3 Lieut enant H um
phrey Ath ert on was a lead er of the M assachusetts expedi
tion which invaded Shawomet and car ried off the Gortonists
as pr isoners to Boston. T he reason ad vanced for thi s inde
fensible agg ression was th at the Gortonists "were blas
phemous enemies of the true religion of our Lord J esus
Ch rist, and of all H is holy ord inances, and likewise of all
civil government among H is people , and parti cularly within
this j urisdiction." ' u Hut the real purpo se was to exterminate

'" It,li" min<, R , J. C. R"lI , Ii'.
'· R, J. C. R.,I, ; 12.
2" jJ'i"th,.,', }u,,,,,1 ( B<>.h)n, 1 ~ ;; 1 . s ...,< <J.), II, .-6.
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the Cortonists, and obtain an outlet on X arragansett Rar. ~ l

I f anyone had doubts of the rea l purpose they were soon
resolved whe n At herton, now a major, appeared with Gov
ernor J ohn Wint hrop of Connecticut at the head of a land
company which, in 1659, purchased Q uidncssct and :\a01 
cook ( Hoston I X eck from Cuginaquand, Chief Sachem of
the N arragansetts."

By making these pu rchases the Atherton Com pan}'
flouted the act of the Gene ral Assembly of November 2 1)
1658, forbidd ing any further purchases " of land s or Islands
from the Ind ians with in th e precincts of th is Ccll ony, hutt
such only as arc we alowed to d oc, and ord ered therein by
an express order of a court o f cummissioners . . . .' ''3

Lett ers of prote~t were orde red to be sent to th e Cern 
missioners of the United Col onies, the General Court of
:\ 1a~~ach u'Ctb and " Majcrr At herton and others joined
with him, conccmi ngc several] pu rchas-es of land s made
in our collonv contra rv to law bv several! of th e :\ Ia~-.a -

chusctt s and (;thers .":·· .
r\ nother attempt was made eighteen months lat er ( :\ Ia)',

166 1) , the committ ee writing : " We due desire th at all
rat ional}, manly and civil I information and respecte be used
:-0 as the matter ma v be favr lv scancd and ended, if it rnav
be . . ..... But all to' no avail , \therton continued to pursue
his illegal course.

T hus began a series of encroachments which kept Rhode
Island ill a srnrc of siege for upwards of three quarters of a

"' "Simrli,i,I~. lld<'''<.'' R . I ./I. S. C~II., II. ,2 -1'1/; Winli" " r . II . 11I2. I(.t.~ -;

W . «. R..~lk .... , 11~"..,h..·((!· W ,,, "il~ "~",udl (.·•• I"~ ( It. L I',·"J"I""" I'H2).
~ .- , Cf ••h.f,n" , II , I; , S " l< 2.

:'Thr< ""'< , ,," ru"h.'<I: ,or,<, J u n ~ l " , 16 ,9.;. f"UllJ in R. t , C. R., I. ~6~,

' ''n>l,ih«1 h"n ' J. (.', H. 1"""'''''fU, 16U· 1666, S n. I~ . T h< .",,,,,J i, f" UI1 J in
R.I. c. R., III , 22i . nd b<H. tI,e d:tt< Jul)'~ , 16.V7, It " ' r.ln ."'....J from J. 1.', H.
r",,,,,.,,,.,, , 1I,~ 2 · 1 6 ~ 'J . S ", 2.1.1, " il,",~ it i, J.,<J test, Il"l i" rs, .\·,,,,.,,."'UII
.\lor/,,,,< , " " blio,u i" " ~ ". 1'/ ( I'J2:;I. !'>,,, in)' " I C" I"n i,1 W, .. in tn . !'>t"t. "j Rh" d<
1.1>".1 .".1 1' , ,,,';.1,,,,, < l' I"" t.ll i" " . , th . d.,h' i. ,i Hn " J ul~' 4, }I,.W, th'm,), ,he
"'u,,e i. R. , . /.', R., Ill , 227...\, ,,,,1.1 plJr« b",h rur"•." ,., ill 16;9, ,e< I , ! ~2.

• .l R. I. c. R., I. ~1I 1 . ~n~ ; ct, ~1I 1.

:OR . I . c. R" l. " 21, ,\u" 23, 16 , 9.

:·' R.', r. R., I. ~ l~.

century, or until February 8, 1726.' · During this long siege
the most de pendable weapon fo r the defence was [he treaty
of subjection by the X nrraga nsett Sachems,

Cl aims and counter claims created a confusion which it is
beyond the scope of this paper to unrave l. Suffice it to say
th at bv 1664- the situation became so embroi led that the
King fel t compelled to instruct a royal commission which
he was sending to Amer ica to find a solution.

T he Commission, consisting of Co lonel Richard Nichols,
Sir Robert Carr, Colonel George Cartwrigh t and M r. Sam 
uel M averick, appears to have been well informed about the
dispute over the N arragansett country. At the time of th eir
appointmen t, the Earl of Clarendon . Lord Chancel lor, had
received the le tter of April 4-, 1662 from Go rton , J ohn
Wickes and Randall H oulden acting as t rustees for the
Sache ms. T his letter enclosed a copy of the treat)' of sub
mission .': H e was probabl y fa miliar wit h Simplicitios
De fence, also.

Sitt ing at Pett aqu arnscut , M arch 20, 1664-/ 6 5, and after
reviewing aII the facts the Commissioners reached a de
cision wh ich is sum med up in their report to the King of
December, 166 5. '

T he :-; ~ n h~'g~nscn5 ~chims did in the ~'ear 164-4. b~' wr iting , sur
render them selves, their people ~nJ euuntr,' into the I~te King's
prorccrion. T .....o of which ~chi ms , now lil'ing I Qu i S5 uckqu~n sh and
:'\ i n eg~n iul , did ~ctu ~lI)" in th.,ir ownc pc-rsom surrende r them
sch'e5, people, and country into hi, Rup ll ~hi en i es protection ,
before his Comm iMioncTI, ~nJ delivered to them t h~l very deed
nude in 1644 , which h~J k en carefully kept lor ~1r . Gort on, ettc.

Whereupon, rhc Commi Sli ioners, according to their inst ruct ions,
entered upon th e country in his ~hj est i e'. name. and hare named
it the King 's Province, have Ule" th e natives into his ~hj e,t i cs pro-

2RR .I. C. R., IV, 170·73 , I,,,,,, J. Co H. 1',~,""irI J, 1/0;:.31, ~" . (;:)91.

~ r AI« , ,he « .Io " ti"n " f l'h .r1•• II (; "" "01 len{ a . unl"t.l, i" J ,<"ion " f Sim·
p/h ili« D'f~"u in ,h. {"''I ' of • I,tter " f ,\ptil 4,h, 1662, to I,ord Ch.""llur Il yd ~

. nd <nd o. <d a copy " f the " t of .u ~ ,,,i .. ion by ,h N.rr' I . ",elt 5Mh.m" ,\pril
19. 1 64 ~ .

T h. follo"'iol r . ...'. d."rib. , th< e>'<oto pef',ne" t to thi . ""dr ' " Xu", in Ih"" , .
I,." .,el i" n. bt-I" .< "Ll ' R. I. ..e it " • • b' u;,. d ' "''''1 ,< ,hr<' < InJ i, no " j ,, ·hom " e h.J
r " t<h...d nur rl ~nl ..;..". ,h ., '" ' 0"1.1 '1..1 <. " pe "ilh ou, Ii..., f" , the m. .."'hu•• to



Thus the treaty of subj ection of the N arraga nsett Sa
chem s received official recognition as the basis of Rhode
Island 's title to the Narragansett country. Samuell Gorton
had indeed made a master stroke.
..ould S<-ru'nl,. put u. to dntlt, .hrr....ppon tlt.,. "ondrrd, Ihn .. ~ nc~f'<'d .. itlt lifl ~ I
11,011'1, Ihu' nilly inlt... I, d. And ..h~n Ih'Y und~..tood tlt. , ..~ p'of... ..-d .h~

m..,,,huor.. ' u be- 'Ubj<'tlo .nd orrnnl . to 11,.1 m; rh .y S...,him, .nd pol~nl p,i nee In
ould En, b nd••, .·.11 ., OIl. orin·.. A nd .h.1 oor acltno .. lrd gmcn l of ,he eminen~i.

ond R"y. I.;, "I hi. f'<'..o n l .1 Juu;<~ of hi. 1... ,0, . " ,~!h ... .. ill, hi. Sotl,,~i,nl;'

0'''' .11 Ih E",li. h in Ihr<'fl' p"lo, h.d S.. ~d "u r Ii , .... O<l a. !hey migh' nul u ke
Ih. m . .. . ,. " ·. ,,n, full y, Th~ Suhim••b<t"e ..,·d forth ..ilh C.llrd . n ........ltl,.. S. I~ in
Cou nocl1. ,.Ih,in" lo, orth.., • m..h;lud~ of Ih,i. rcopl~. 10 m.k~ 01- .., .h,m" I,''''
.nd b nd. , m.kin,.. ('h ..i" "j .... in Ih, Sol,mni.in,~ 01 ,hei. ><1• •• in I h ~ endo.~d

I<opy "f 11" 1.... ly of .ultmi.. ion] . ..-heruppon .. .. und"loo k • '·o, .,~ for E",bnd
. . .... ilh lu ll Rn olulion, h' di..h.., . OUI dU I'~ in Ih, ' ruot Comin. d hy .1,. S><h in."
And I" bn:on" n,o" hllmltl, I" li l;on ... ..> oor Sulf... i ,n ~ " 'hich Ih' n ..... . for hi.
r .. li "u .~ ord~r. in Ih. R~d rn... , . nJ "p.iral'"n. " f ,..on, . don IIn,o U', . nd our
r'~" lo,to... 1l ~. I><-i", e i in Ihe mid Ol of Iho.. 1r000l>lo u .~ I, m... in Ih un hop'.
....... , .. ~ ("" uIJ nul tind y of .cc.... un lo hi. m.j,.. i~. only ...~ rro<u"d Ihi. I d
d,.n b~' .1" InJ i. n.,n b~ pu. in prinl fu, publik '~" , In ~ .m. ll l, ~• • i.r inli ,ul ,J
,W...,.lid li" l>-j,.", .. , II, Ir ll'" orn, I" !he G o,·" nm, nl " I th~ m....chuorlO i. mot<
. mply d, d." d• ..-hkh I h~y C. n n.v" Conl ..dicl in Ih. k UI • • , ..

T h• •00.. i, I, . " .. ,ilt .d from th. o rilTin>! L~l t~r f rom lhe Commi. " [ S. mu,ll
Gorl"n, J ohn Wi"h • • nJ R. nd.ll " old, n ] " f t h~ Chief Sachem, . in Am..i" . 10 Ihe
LJ Ch.nedlor "yd~. c.:" mpl. in;nr of Il l, T ,,>tm. n. fr"m the I>, opl. 01 M....chu.~lo
from Ih, o r i , i n~ 1 in J ohn Corl" Ilro..-n Lib..ry, Rodk" , D ~. cit ...nd in • •li,-hl ly
... ri .", lorm;t . (;d" ~"'l 1" 1/,, t . 1,0,./ I /j'J" Publiution S o. 2 _1, (l9JO). S" ,ie ly
',f ('n lnni.1 W;tt. in th. SI. I. of Rh" d. !oland .nd I' rovidr n« l'I." I,I; <> n, .

~ " R. I . C. R " II , '4 ' . 9-1- .

2u R . l. c. R .• [I , 12 7 · 1~ , f'" m l. C. H. Tr' '' ' ' ';1't , , 161S·66 . S o. 63.
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tect lon, and have appointed J usl ices of the Pu ce IBenedict Arnold.
Wi ll i ~m Hrenrcn, Esquires, J ohn Coggeshall. J~mes Barker, Joseph
Clarke, William Feild. Thorr us OIO\-e. Robert Williams, William
Bsuh run, John :'~nford, Randall H owlJ ..n, \ \ 'alter T odd. John
Porter, and John G reene. gentlemen p' 10 govern it. untill his ~hj cs

t ics pleuure be further knownc ; for th is ~anh~·g an 5C 1t country is
alrnoet ~II the b nd belongin g 10 th is Colony, wh ich cannot subsist
without ii , and therefore the Comm issioners ordered that the magis
t ratcs for the Colony should be justices of the peace for the King's
Province, th;lt no di fference ml~· rise betwixt the officers.

The uchims did t h~nHullr receive two coates prC$ented to them in
hil :\h j eu iC1 name. In acknowledgement of thei r subjec tion. they
arc 10 pa~' ~'urlr upon the 29t h of :\h y IWO wolfe skinne. to hil
:\hj C1l ie. and did now send two C;lpps of peag. and two clubbs inlayd
with pe;lg for a pre1Cnt ro the King, ;lnd a feath er mantle. ;lnJ a
porcupi ne N.gg for a pre5ent to the Qu eene. which were all taken by
the Dutch.»

The Seott Family Needle Work
by RICHA RD L E B ,\ RO S H OWE:';·

Of all the earl y Rhode Island ru.~cd lc work that has come
down to us from the middle of the eig hteenth and the be
ginning of the nineteenth century , Elizabeth Scott, of New
port, Rhode Island , has left morc examples of her handi
work than is recorded in any other Xew England fam ily.
One piece is now 101 years old , others are 181 and 134.
years old .

Richard Scott came to Providence about 1637 and died
the re about 1680. Shortly afte r 1700 his grandson J ohn,'
the head of the Scott family, left Providence and settled
at Newport where the records of th is main line of the [am
ilv are found .a

. Elizabet h' Scot t, R ichard Scott 's great-great-grand
da ughter, made a sampler at Newport in 174. 1 when she
was six years old , and embroidered the Scott Arms. quar
terly of eight," about 1760. Shortly afte r 1800 she made
an embroide red M emorial " to her nephe w and his ..... ife
J ohn Cookson" and M artha Scott . Iler grandniece , and
pupil, Sarah Cookson: (Scott) Delll ois, Richard Scott's
g reat -great -great-great-granddaug hter (about 1825 ) made
a finely deta iled piece of embroider y enti tled "The F isher
man's Return at Sunset .n These four pieces have been care-

° R;<bu J L~B.."n R" .. ~n i• • 'luJ~n l of h~,.IJ .y .nd of u rly S~..- Enr l. nd
hiOl y .nd r m u 1o, y. H~ ; . Ih~ .1I.hor 01 R~.J, I .I....J C.I...i..l .11. .." .. ..J irs
C '"j,iti .., ( 1647-172 r.) . I·ublic. li" n S " . l ~. (I'H2) Soci~y " f Colon'. 1 W . n
in .h~ Su.~ " I Rh..d~ hbnd ~nd I' r" ,- id~ n" '·b nul i" n. , .nd ho. in p r~p.r>lion •
D••~ ..., ..r...-y H i ,t . , y . f R,~ .lt.,~• • nJ be-,id" bn p.pt"". i. ,be . ulb.....f ••~.;...
of biOl",;ul ..l id ~n li tl,d F,,,l y R,~ . lt o (~ ' · il", ....J F ......,., ell rr~nd,. , pP"..in,
in .1,. S nt ' F" xl J 1/i ,l o, ;,-..1 ... J G...,~I.,i<..1 REGI.~ TER . II ~ i•• Fd lo..· of
Ih• •-\m~ r ic . n Sodel,. .. f ( "' n e.h. ~ i,.. ; • l if. n1m,be-. ',f .he So";,,ly of G. nu l" , i, 1O
of London ; I h ~ S , ..' [ ,, ~ I ~ n J lI i" " , ie ( : , n" I" , i,,1 Sod .ly, . nd • m~mbe- t of ito
Committ .... " n 1l" . ldrn Ih< ' " I" ni.1 S" ei, ly "f \ I ...."hu.nu••"d 11" Rho d ~ Iobnd
lI i" ori..1 Soci~l,. .

• . For " n ~.l o ,y of l hi. lin' ." "Th, Arm. of Rich.u J Seoll." b~· Rk harJ
L, Raron Ro" ' '' ' S . E . 1/;,1. G, ,, . R" ;,t ,,. ""I. XCVI ( 19~2) , pp. 8·1 7.

b. L'l" r,.~ar<h . ho",. d~ar ly Ih. 1 , h~ s""n Arn" , ~nJ Ih ~ Memorh l 10 J ohn
Cookoon' Scoll .nd hi. ", i f~ M."lh• • "'or. ,nlb r" i d,,~J by El i..I><-,ho Seo!!••nd could
no l h>v~ I><-~ n don~ by her , ..ndni <,<" El i..belh ,' • • OI.." d in N . E. 1I;, t . Go, .
R,X;" " , '01. Xl'VI (I'H1), p. 18.

II
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fully handed down in the family, and to-day, two hu ndred
and one years after t he first piece was mad e, are all to
ge ther in the possession of M rs. L illian: ( De b lois) Fox"of
Rehobo th, M assachusetts, a Richard Scott descendant in the
tent h generation, So much is known about the makers of
this need le work, and the famil ies of its various owners
d own th rough the years, t hat these pieces of embroi dery
might properl y be called " pedigreed ."

Besides their importance as examples of colonial art .
pieces of need lework arc often the on ly surv iving record of
the little girls and young women who made th em, and of
gen ealogical d ata not ava ilable in any other place.

I n ear lv Co lonia l davs it seems to han been true that
" girl s were ne ver consid'ered wort h ed ucating, excep t in the
graas," and it seems to have been equal ly true that hal'S

must be ed ucated , as shown by the growth of C.ramm~r
Schools, Latin Schoo ls and Co lleges, T his inequa lity in
education is best shown in earl y deed s, where, the husband
attached his signature and his wife ofte n signed by making
a mark . There is littl e or no record of the verv earlv ed uca
tion of girls at Newport, or , for that matter, iOn the 'State of
Rhode Island . There seems no doubt that th rough out this
early period gi rls were entirely de pende nt for ed ucation
on the earl y "Dame School " and the lat er "Finishing
School." The D ame Schoo ls were schoo ls for small chil
d ren, kept mainly in kitchens, and no records of them arc
extant, T he Finish ing Schools came later, and of these we
do have some record s. Nearly all the early exist ing sam
plers, and ot her examples of embroidery, wh ich hav e sur
vived, were probably made in the se ear-ly schools where
g irls were chiefly taught need le wor k,
. Rhode Island samplers da ted prior to 1800 are Ctl l1\para

tivcl y rar e, and there arc very few dated previous to 1750.
I n 192 0, the Rhode bland Historical Society held a Loan

c. \1" . •·..nk B. •'0 ••

d. R.I. 1/ iJ/ . So•. C.tlt.:/r'u,. ,.,,1. VIII (InO), Xu. 2, rp. 41-).
t . Ame';e"" S"""I"" by F. thol SI." .. .,od R" Ir,," .".1 Eu j ohnoQI1 C"o, rub. by

~l ..uohu.tll' S",,;oly of Cul(>r) i. l U. n,.. of ,\"'t,i<>, 1921. 1I0ro. llor rdorrod to
.. Am.~i..,,, S..""lu,.

W hile the subject of this article is the need le work of the
Scott women , it is of inte rest , and perhaps will not be out of
place, to ment ion brie fly other known Newport needle work.

Of the 93 + Eig hteenth cent ury samplers listed in Amer
ican Samplers, only three (before 1750 ) arc assigned to
X cwp crr, R . I. T hese three ( wit h two more classified by
t he wr ite r ) are as follows:

(so. I)
" I\IARY C L.-\SSE:\" 172, ; [K<:"l'on, R. 1. 1 i }·rs.; [0" x

17 " ; 2 alph abcts ; cross, s;,lin an,1 cat -stitch; carnation, t rc-
- - -

•••
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E xhibit ion" of some JJ4 Eighteenth and N ineteent h cen
tury samp lers, and :\ Irs. T . I. H are Powel, President of
the Colonial Dames of Rhod e Island , contributed to the
National Society descriptions of al l the samplers on exhibi t,
which were afterwards incorpornted in ," merican Sl1mplers.~

a standard au thority on the subject. X onc of the Scott
need le work was in this exhibition.

Among the late Eighteenth and early Xineteenth cen
tury samplers exhibited , many gave the name of the maker
and the date, and though the name of the place whe re it
was made is not usually given 011 the samplers, over forty
gave the place name, including: R. I. Colony, P rovidence,
Cranston, Smithfield, Coventry, w arwick, Portsmout h,
L ittl e Compton, Hri..tol, X ew Eng., and Warren in R hode
Island, and Rehoboth, Swansea, and D ig hton in :\ I as~chu

setts.
T he wri ter has found no R hode Island samplers pre

vious to 1i 50 with the name of the town where it was made
in addi tion to the name of the maker and the date. Conse
quently, the on ly war of determining the town and state
where the sampler wa s made is through the genealogy of
the maker.

•••



This sampler, in the cabinet of the Newpor t H istorical
Society, was clearly made by Sarah, the daughter of Samuel
and Alice Bailey , born ( I-\. February 1727) R" at M iddletown,

f. S " I 10 r~J fI old a. ' l a l~<1 in ,i",a;,aN S.",pl" " p. 31.
g. ,lfiJJIN. "'N I'ilal R«.,d,. p- 32,

'Lord gin, me Wisdom to Direct :'\1,1' \\'ays,
1 neg not riches ncr ~'Cl length of Jay s.' "

[A mu ir"'fI Samplers, p. 38 ].

T his name is undoubtedly "Closson," and is not an earl y
Newport name, but is found at th is dat e at T iverton, (eight
mile s distant ) and at L ittle Compton, (ele ven miles d is
tant ) both in Rhode Island. A Mary Closson was born at
Tiverton, 7 April 1717, da ughter of J eremiah and Eliza
beth Closson. She would have been the rig ht age to make
thi s sampler , and fits in better than a Mary Closson who was
born at Li ttle Compton in 17 16. If the pare nts of M ary
Closson lived at Newport, in 1725, there seems to be no
record surviving .

( SO, 2)
" ELl Z..... BETH CHASE , 10 }'n.; 2 1" x 8" ; 2 a lph~be ts ;

chai n and cross-sritch , verse:
'Lord give me wisdom to Direct m}'w~y~.

I beg not riches nor yet lengt h of days.' ..
[:1 mericafl Sampleu, r- I 36 ] .

This sampler, loaned by M rs. Daniel Beckwith, is listed
in American Sam plers as of 1800-30, a century too late, as it
was und oubtedly made at Newport in 1730 by the E liza
beth Chase who was born at Newport, 10 M arch 1719-20 ,
daughter of J ohn and Anne Chase.

( No.3 )
" SARAH BAILEY, 17 311 ; I l i yfS, ; II " x 1(," ; 3 alphabets;

cross and queen -stitch; conventional border; rose and carna
tion, quee n-stitch strawberries; verse;

' It is no wonder that men turn to CIa}'
w hen Rocks & Stones and monuments decay.' ,.

IAmrrican Samplert, p. 3 I I.

I' RH OD E I SL\ ~D II[~TORY

foil and G reek frct bcrders; birds and flowers at bottom;
Verse:

TH E SCOT T F.-\\ lILY :\F.EDLF. \ \"ORK i s

(a town in the " middle" of the island of Rh ode Islan d ) ,
which was not set off from Newport until 16 J une 17+3.
H er name, Sarah, probably shows tha t she was a descendant
of W m. Bailey who set tled at Newport ( 1655) as four of
his five sons had daughters by that name." The center motif
is the same as that on the sampler ( No. -+ ) made by E liza
beth" Scotti in 1741 , with the excep tion of the small t rees
and bird ill corne rs, was undoubtedl y made under the same
teacher. T he Newport Historical Society also has anothe r
unnamed and undated sampler, 7" x II ", with t he same
center motif.

(so. 5)
" SARAH G IBBS, I H 9, [New port, R. I.] ; 11 yrs.; 2 alpha

bets; satin and cross-stitch ; trefoil border, carnation CTOS$

borders ; elaborate c~rnalion and tulip design in centre;
ve rse, aFpc~ r i ng as dearly as 1730 :

'O h Lo ve the Lord and H e will he,
A T ender (faithful) Father unto T hee' "

[Amu ica!l Sam plf'ri , p. 47] .

This sampler was undoubt edly made by the Sarah Gibbs,
horn at Newport, +J anuary 173-, daughter of George and
Hannah Gibbs.

From the above Jist it will he seen that the oldest known
Nevvport samplers are in order as foll ows:

1730 - Eli zabeth Chase, 10 years old.
1738 - Sarah Hailey, 11 years old .
17+1 - E lizabeth Scott , 6 years old .
17+9 - Sarah Gibbs, 11 years old.

T he sampler mad e by M ary Closson in 1725 is evi
dently not a Newport sampler. H owever, it is the oldest
known record ed Rhode Island sampler.

It is int eresting to note that the Closson ( 1725) and the
Chase ( 1730) samplers hav e the same two lines of verse ;
that the Scott 17+1 sampler has the first line of th e same
verse, and that the se two lines appear on none of the othe r

h, Cau"I.,iral !J;'fio".,}' of R"o,{~ blaNd, ,\u' lin, p. 9,
i. E l i zab~lh SCUll, l i4l ; 6 )'". old, not, )'uro old a. !la l ~d in ,i ", ,,i,' . " S"",plerJ,

p. i 4.
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24-85 eighteen th and nineteen th century samp lers recorded
in A nierican Som plers. This would seem to indicate the in
fluence of the same 10Cl! Xewport school, or teache r.

SCOTT SA"Pl.ER, :"0 0 . ...

S~M P I.E k M,\\lE ,\T :'<HI' P"R-r, RHO DE b LA:'<Il , 29 )l: I.Y 1741 ,
nv E I.t Z ~ H IC "' H ~COTT, C;R F\T -(;kEAT -GII;ASVD,\t:GIlT~;R 0 1'

RrCIIA RIl sco r -r OF P IW Vl ll ..... C'F., R II OO F. Isu ,sn.

The fi rst, and oldest example of Scott need le work, is the
sampler made at Newport by El izabeth Scott , 29 J uly
J7..J. 1. She was the da ughter o f G EORGE· Scor-r (John',
John:, Rid um l ' ) and was baptized at T rinity Church , Xew
por t, II June 1735, so she was j ust a few days over sixk
vears of age when she fi nished the sampler. She d ied un
~arried at Newp ort , -+ J anuary 1809, age 73 yrs.' H er
grandmother, Eli zabeth ( Wanton) Scott, first used the
Scott seal on a deed in 1712.'"

T h is eampler , here illustrated, is made on the CUnQmH~· brown colored
linen , sheeting wean:. of J count of 32 x 4 2 thrc..ds pa squJre inch. It
has hemmed edge~, and it is 8}5 inches wide br I Oy.t inches long. I t h...
J vine border separated from t he main f,.nd~· of the sampler with a line in
light blue cross-st itch . T he tnp panel has five rose burls, of which four arc
blue and yellow. an d nne red and yellow. T he four petals of the rose are
in satin -stitch, outlined wit h cross-sti tch. T he eoses arc separa ted by a
dividing line design. T hen there are three lines nf the cross-stitch, Jh..\"C ,
between and below two lines of verse. T he top line is yetlow and red. the
mid d le line is blue. and the bottom is red. T he verse is broken into two
lines: "LORD Gin: .\ IE \ \-· ISDO.\I TO D IR EC T .\1'1' WAYS." T he
.....ords are in '·eHow. dark blue, lig ht blue and red. In the m..in panel are
c..rnatinns on' either lid .. of an open rose. with rose buds on the ends..-\
tree is in one corner, and a bird Jnd tree in Ihe other. both done in cross
Jnd satin-sritches. T here are three cross-stitch lines, in blue, veljow ..nd
blue, between which are the lines: " F.L1Z.-\BET f l SCOT IS :\ly :-O: .-\.\I E
WITH .\1\- ~EFDI. E 1 WRO C GHT TH E S.U IF.:' Below the light
blue lines ;re the words: " I ~ The 6 YF.ARS OF .\1'1' .-\GF. J L"LY Til E
291 74 1: '

T his 17~ 1 sampler descended fro m Eli zabet h" Scott to
M arv Smit h' (Scott) H unter , to her nephew Capt . J ohn
Scott" Deblois , to his brother Edward Thatcher:' DeBlois ;
to his son J ohn Edward'; DeBlois ; to his daughter, M rs.
Lill ian: (De b lois} Fox, the present and sixth owner,
through fi,'c gcueraticn s, in two hundred and one rears.

j. Su "Th Arm. "I R i< h ~ , J S,,,t t," hy Ri, h. rJ I.,ndtun n" \\ <n, S. E. In S!.
r.,q. R ' gi' l u , ,-"I. XC\'! ( I'J4!), p. Ii",

k. S uI 5 y.." ~ , ,1.t,J in .'1",,,i.-,,,, S"",plu', p. i -l-.
l. t,,,,if)' (:h,,~ R,·, .,./ .
m. Su "Th A,m. 0/ Rk h. , J S'<ou." by Ri, h..J I.,R.,,,n R,," . n, R. I , H i , f.

S.,'. (."~!I"riON ', ,,,I. XXX II. S " . J, )wly, I'lJ'J.
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E.'\IBROI Dt:RED SCOTr AR .'\lS

" It is strange that the custom of embroidering ar ms
seems tu have been lim ited to Xew England..' far 119211
none have been found without irs bounds , and the period

t.MHROlllEIU.1l sc-or t ' ~ I\ M" OI ·\RT~_RI.\· OF f .[ f .IIT, \l lilf AT

Snn'ORT, RHUI>E bl .""[>, .1I''' l' r 176 0, 1l\- n .l / llIt:lIl ~C'" r,

c.> IU:." T -(.R F"T -l.o!l.\" Ill> H ".1l1 UI O F R[ ClI ,IIIU KOT r "I' "R'" 1

IH:S("F, RllnDE 1<1. \'1>, FR " ~I .\ P II'II' ( ; ~I\Il F " " \' F I.I, I·~1

IS "" (, I.ASI>, .lnnl'T I (, O ~ . F'UR nrs I'AT IIFR FDW .\Rll scor r,

from 175 0 to 1770 was by far the most prolific" ." T his was
the period in :'\ew F ng b nd when ar ms were general ly ap 
propriated with littl e ur no regard to the rig ht of the fam ily
to bear arms. T he.l meri,',m Sum pier;; lists thirt y-nine em
broidered ar ms and hatchmcn ts, but record" nunc fur Rhode
Island.

About 1760 El izabeth Scott embroidered the "~COTS

AR.\ IS," quarterly of eigh t. here illustrn rcd, spell ing
Scott with one "t" just as she d id on her sampler ( 17-4-1 , .
This is t he second oldest piece of Scott needl e work , and is
al so the onlv known embroidered coat-o f-arms of a Rhode
bland famii y, althoug h the writer knows of a Rhode Island
fnmilv hat chmcnt, dated about 1800. W hen Elizabeth
Scott 'decided to embroide r the Scott Arms. she had as a
pattern to copy, the family quartered Arm s of Ed ward
Scott" ( the eld er, clot her ) of Glemsford, cu. Suffolk , Eng
land. father of her great -great -grandfather, Richard Scott
of Providence. T his was painted in colors for Edward in
Eng land , about 1608, 0 11 a heavy mem brane of vellum
l 'i~ inches wide hy 190 inches hig h. T he escutcheon is
J.lj inches wide hy -4- 0 inches hig h, on which arc th e Scott
Arms, quarterl y of cighrv us foll ows:

I . .'c(n-r. Art'''' , 1,.." (',J,h, ,.i,,, ~-h....ll s.wl, tI bl),.J" ,.e
nI X,.,nI" xu1..,.

., BE.\ l ·f'lTZ. A,.Xn lt .. 1~/i,., ," guil..J X"I,l btl::u" f"'u"
C I),,,iil, rh',ughl u bl, bn lu J ..,,J l'tg,J K"ln.

J. PY~lrL 8.,,-,.,}' " j si_. guln .."J ..,."t",,1 ('hit j {",Ii,.,.

4- . PASHLEY. p",.t urt J ii'" , ,...»r-« or ,,,,-:,-,,t' "'.
a• :'F. RIEl' LX. :{,.Xt'll,l ,,lI,i,., s.. rJlt f, t l :t ...." '~uk,r rhrrrftl

g"ln 11.J1J: , d t-rrr,

6. ="'OR~I .\:-;\'II.1.E. A,."rul 1)'1,1 jllS ,/;'"Mr-('r,liuJ g"les
Ihr .... ji,,,,.,.Jr-fis .l'g011.

,. GO\\·E R. (;"1,, .1 [rss "r'~,'u ll ,i" ,n,Slts !.lIa filch; ,
,/,);rlll.

ll . SCOTT . .~ llhr fiu l .

n. :fo'U,i<"N $" '''1'1..", p. -1-1)1.
o. For lI~u l cl ry '~" "T~.. ,\tn" "f Ri<hord Scott ," by Ri, h..J I.. Ruoo Ro..'~n ,

S . E. If j,l _G,~. R..,,,I,,, ' -01. XCVI (I H1) . pro 6·~ . 10·26 . Th~ fr.. o, i.pi.cc of
Ihi. R~,i'l~r i• • ph"lo", .phic r~prod~,li"n .. f Ih... ~ un" in <"lor.
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The Scott Ar ms, quarterly , of eight, are embroidered
over a full size tracing made of the arm s painted in England,
and are worked on a heavy piece of striped silk, sateen
weave, laced over a pine embroidery fra me 16" x IJ". This
pine frame is made of stri ps of wood l ~" by 5/1 6", halved
and pinned toget her with a series of holes ~" from the
outside edge, and spaced 0" apart, through which silk
lacings are passed to hold the silk taut.

Above the escutcheo n is a helm, the back part of which
is shaded vert , with visor and edges or. The wreath is
argent and sable, out of which rises the crest: a demi-gri ffi"
«'ings elt"'L'aled sahle beaked and legged or. This same
Scott crest is given in a descen t entered in th e 1sr Visitation
of Kent, 153011, commencing with Sir J ohn Scott , of
Smeath, who married Anne Pympe.

On the crest , and in the center of the escutcheon, is a
crescent or on which is a mullet gules , th e marks of cade ncy
used to indicate the various branches, or cadets, of a family,
indicating the third son of the second son .

The arm s, helm, crest and mantling, are outl ined in black
silk thread ill the long -stitch. The argent fields and argent
charges of the d ifferent coats arc embroidered. T he Pashley
and Gower field s are in satin-stitch, as are the heavy colored
cha rges on all of the coats except the rampant lion on the
Pashley coat. The body of the griffi n, the helm and mantl 
ing, are in satin-st itch. Gold metal covered silk is used on
the griffin's claws and beak of the crest; on the visor and
the trimmings of the hel m; on the lower tassels of the
mantl ing, and on the rampant lion of the Pashley coat.
This gold covered silk was laid lengthwise and couch
stitched with yell ow silk, which has now faded to a light
cream color. A buffian-stitch is used on the griffin's legs.

The field on the Pashl ev ar ms is shown as a vell owish
green, which was as near a~ Eli zabeth could interpret the
browni sh color to which the original purpl e on the parch
ment painti ng had faded .

T he sun light has bleached the origina l bright colors of

'I
r

I
I

the embroidered silk, especially the reds, which han faded
to a ligh t ru sset. The gold metal covered silk has tarn ished
in places to almost a black. The silk thread on the back of
the arms, away from the sunlight, still shows the original
brigh t colors.

T he arms are faithfu lly reproduced in silk, even to the
mark s of cade ncy. The only slip in copying was that five of
the six catherine wheels in the Scott coats have five spokes
instead of six, which, of course, is of no importance.

This embroidery is framed under glass on which is
pa inted a 1%" black border with two gold leaf band s.
On the black border, at the hottom of the picture, is printed
in gold leaf letters, "SCOT'S AR:'\.1S." At some time the
gold leaf frame was painted ove r with a black jap-e-lack
paint, and at a lat er date thi s was partly washed off on the
right hand side and the bott om of the frame, as can be seen
in the illustration.

The embroidered Scott Arms of 1760 was g iveu by El iza
beth:> Scott to J ohn Cookson' Scott; to :'\.1ary Smith' (Scott)
Hunter; to J ohn Scot t" Deblois ; to Edward Thatcher:' De
Blois; to J ohn Edward" Deblois , to Lill ian' ( DeBlois)
Fox, the present, and seventh owner, in six genera tions, in
one hundred eigh ty four years.

( To be continued}

\\'A:"TED: City Directories, T ax Books, Records of
Rel igious and Social O rganizat ions. All issues of Rhode
Island H istorical Sociery Collections and RhodrLsland
History, especially Janu ary 19.10, April and July, 194-2.
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f " Mil""d hj/I',r)" " ,,!jll"4 " Th" Cif"iO' <J ilt! Arr" j, ,,,..I,,r,J
/) 1'T. '" I"f'll' fll I_f /'m f"id" "u " , Olh" r i'1>I..tIlm",,'s :.l'j lf

"ff".Jr frvm ,j"", I" Ii,.",.

The Development of The Neck

.\ C hronicle of th e East Side of P rovidence
by j o u x H t-rc nr xs Cvov, F.:\.l..-\. .

Early in the year 1636 Roger Williams, an exi le frum
Salem, started on a pilgrimage to found a colony that wou ld
be free from rel igious contro l. .Accompanied by four com
panions he steered his course in a southeasterly d irection
across countr y. through snow and ice. arriving in :\ pr il at a
spot on thr: shore of T en :'\Jile river ncar its confluence with
.' -ekonk river.' Several weeks were ~pent there. during
which time the group was increased by a few new arrivals.

Roger W ill iams apparently did not realize at first that
he still was on soil of the Ph'mouth Colom ' whose bounds
extended wc-rcrly to the ~ekonk ri\'er. ~ ' T hat fact was
made known to him bv Covemor Winslow of Plvmout h
who advised him to rem ove to the other side of th'e water
where the country was free from any E ngl ish claims or
patents." Accordin g ly, on a day in the early summer of
1636, Williams started on a scouting expedition with
Thomas Angell , one uf his fol lowers , to seek another spot,

' lI uWJTJ :\1. C h"p in./J"rt",Jt'tlf./'" H i,' ''rv "f Rh"'/,, 1,1,,11,1 [Provi
Jen",. 1'11 6 ,1 9 ) . h ~'re l ftcr /J'>r. lI is' ., I . PI'. I I - If•. The town of Ealt
Provid ence, in which the settlc mcnt WlS loc..teJ . bec ame .1 ~'art of Rh....le
hl..nd b~' an exch l nge uf territor," with the Comrn onw c..lrh of :\h ......hu 
"" tl~ . 11162. T he spu t. ncar Om,'g" ponJ in I'hilJip...ble. was .It.·'luireJ by
the Rhode Islan,1 md Providence Plantat ions T crccntcu.arv Comm itt ee in
19 ,16 . and is markc ..j b," a tablet. '

~ Isaac Back u s ; ,~ I/ ii" >n ' ',I SIll' Ell g/J,d , 1i 7 i , l , 72.

" T he buun,ls, ,KcnrJing t" the 1' 1~' lno ,u t h patent of I (,22. wer e "one
half "f the river called ;\arr:lgallSett s." interpreteJ to mean the present
~eehmk and Providence rivers, ;<;" u u g;ll\S"'1l b.I," .IllJ ~"konnet river.

T hey proceeded in a canoe down Seekonk river, paused on
the opposite sho re at Slate Rock to receive toe g reeting
" What cheare i\ctop '" from a group uf Ind ians, rounded
Fox Point, swung north on Great Salt river,' passed through
the narrows whe re Wcvbossct Point proj ected from the
westerlv shore ," entered a tidewater CO'" C into which :'\ J o~

shassuck r-iver Rowed from the north and W oo nasquatucket
river fr om the west , and landed on the ea..r shore near a
fresh water spring".

Roger W illiams surveyed the neck of land which he had
skirted. ;\ hill rose sharp ly. cast of the spring , to a height
of two hundred feet. T he descent to the cast and south was
more gradual. T hick forests covered most of the terr-itory,
with swamp~ at the lower levels,' ;\ brook flowed <outherlv
through the neck, curving westerly near its mouth to dis 
charge into Mi le End cove." Between the bend of the brook
and the -outherlv -hore of the neck Foxes H ill ro-c to a
height of about +0 feet. ' .. A gravcley beach extended from

• Roger \\' illi~m s ; Kn ' i"/,, Ilu L.m~,ur." ',f ,~1'll'rj,,, (London. II)..H ) .
p, 2, Slate Rod ..'~s buried to ~ Jerth o( ..hout 211 feet Jurinjl' re-!l'r~Jing

operations in 111 711, ,-\ n...nument. er«' leJ 1'I1l6 hy the Procidcncc Asso
ciation of :\I,-'Ch..nic s ~nJ \I ..nufacturcrs, on Roger \\ ' i ll i ~ms Square ~t

Gam' and Power streets, marks the "pot.

~ Providence river, ur rer h..ebor.
~ \\ 'e..vbosset I'uin t \us lo(ateJ ..ho ut where \\ 'o tm in;tcr Stree t com

mences.
t T he >rring site , lo c at ed at tht.· comer of Xo rrh :\IJ in Stree t ..nd .-\lama

Lane. w..s presented to the eit~, in I <J .IO h~' J udge J. j aam e fb hn, .\
p..rk wasesubl ished then' and .. \1..11curb , JesigneJ b~ ' Xonn..n :\1. Isham,
'us erected wit h in which the spri ng still Ilows.

• T he Great Swamp cove red m061 o( the I'rescl1l .lTe~ of Providence cast
of Hope Str eet an ,j nort h of Duyle ,henue, C..t Swamp "' JS far ther south ,
rcntcring•.approximatclv • .It the ;ntc rsl,rtion of 1.10,"d ..nd Elmgrove
avenues.

U T he brook. for most of in cou rse, fulluwe,j the lin e of Brook ~tr",et;

:\I ii", EnJ CO"'e \\'.11 11I(" ,1! eJ where Bri,lge ~treet ]..o.l.1s to Point Street
br idge.

,,, ,\ fort was established 01\ Foxes Il ill Juring the Ke\·oluti" n. later
replaced b," .I resort known ;IS Fox Point (H's"f\'atllr,'· . tht., hill w ..s le,'dcd,
111 7 5.

1636- 16 76CIl AI'TEK I.
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Fox Point northerly to the mouth of M oshassuck river."
H aving determined th at the region was well adapted for

a settle ment Williams negotiated a purchase of land from
the Narragansett sachems Canonicus and M iantonomi.
Shortly afterwards he and his foll owers abando ned their
former set tlement by T en 2\ Iile river, moved over to the
spr ing, and there planted the town of Providence. A clear 
ing was made at the foot of the hi lls ide , near the spring,
when." shelters were put up for habitations unt il the sett lers
were able to const ruct more perman ent dwell ings.

The purchase from the Indians was confirmed in a deed
to Roger Williams executed in M arch, 1637.11 T he terri
tory acquired included th e lands west of Seekonk r-iver and
the Great s....rlt river into which it flowed, its other bounds
extending from the river and fields at Pawtucket south
westerly to Xeut aconkanut H ill and then southeasterl y to
Pawtuxer river.

The neck of land between Seekonk r-iver- on the east and
the Great Salt river, the CO\'e, and M oshassuck river on the
west, extend ing souther ly to Fox Point, was called M osbas
suck bv the Indians. T he settlers re-named it the Xeck to
d istingu ish it from the other land s of Providence ; it is now
known as the East Side.

As new ar rivals joined the colony Roger Williams deter 
mined to share with his "loving friend s and neighbors" the
lands which he had received from the Ind ians and his agree
ment to that effect was confirmed in a deed executed, Octo
ber 8, 1638, by himscl f and 12 others by which, for a con
side ration of .u n parable to him by the inhabitants, they
and such others as should later be admitted to fell owship
wen: granted equal rights in the territory. IS T he bounds of
the colony were considerably extended by later conveyances

II ~"lllh \\"lll"r Jlhl CJn.,! streets fol low the original shore line. T he
mouth uf \ l O)~h 'l " Hl r l river W"~ .•1 Smith St reet .

I" R, ,.',rJ I ',I till' Cd r,'I ,\' 'fl Rh"J" I Jld'''; d''' ; I'r',r·j'/ "',r" I'lallUf jrmt in
x,,~ , f."gl,m J , Joh n Ku...ell Bartlett , cd. [Providence, 11! 56-( 5) , here
~ h~r R.I. C. R., I . I I!.

l> R.I. C. N., I , 1'1.

from the Ind ians. T o each person admitted to fell owship
there was all ott ed a home lot, a e-acre lot for plant ing, an
extent of meadow or pasture land for cattle , and a tract of
wood land, to an aggregate area of about 100 acres.

Not all of the resident s of the town were admitted imme
d iately to fell owship. Some time between 1638 and 164-0
a civil compact was d rawn up and signed by I:! members of
the colony by which they promised " active or passive obe
d ience in civil! things" without land grants;" and in 16-1-5
an agreement was signed by 29 persons who were granted
25 acres of land apiece without voting righ ts."

In 16-1-0 a document known as the " Combination" was
executed, setting up a form of govern ment for the colony.
It was signed by 29 voters en fra nchised at the time of its
execution and subsequent ly by 9 others."

Upon ap plication by Roger W illiams a patent of incor
poration, uniting Providence with the colonies of Por ts
mou th and Xewport, sett led 1638 and 1639, respectively,
was granted in 16-1--1- bv the Governor and Commissioners
of } l is M ajesty's subjects in America, acting under author
iry of the Lords and Commons assembled in Parl iamen t,
and was adopted in 16-1-7. iT At the first "General! Court of
El ection" held in that vear Warwick was ad mit ted to the
colony." .

Within a vcar or two after Providence had been settled
the T owne ~t reet'· was laid out , foll owing the shore for
most of its length at an eleva tion of a few feet above tide
water and beari ng away from th e sho re, up a hill side" ncar

, . Th" Edrly RtrrJrJ I r,1th" T reen fi l I'rtx ·jJ"'lre , collected and pr inted
by the Record Commission ers [ Providence, 18<J 2-1 <J1 5) . hereafter
E. R. P., I , I.

IS 1.". R. 1'., 11 , 29.

10 R.I. C. R., I, 2i; f) 'f r . m,«, p. 11'1.

IT R ./. C.R. ,], J4 3-146.

'" R.J. C. R., 1, 148.

l~ No rth an d South \l ain nrCC15.

"" Constitu tion H ill.
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it s northern end; and a sys te ma tic d ivision was made of the
lands border ing the street to pr ovide home lots for the
settl ers. The principal source of information with respect
to the Jots is contained in a manuscr ipt prepared about 164.5
by Chad Brown, J ohn Throckmorton and Gregory D exter,
entitl ed "1\ revised List" ( saving Correction, with Add i
tion ) of Lands and Mcddows, As they were or riginally
Lotted, ffrom th e beginning of the Plantation of P rovi 
den ce . . . " 2' This manuscript gives a list of the owners of
the home lots, 52 in number, as well as th ose of th e agri 
cultural and wood land s.

While no maps have been preserved which would ind i
cate the preci se location of the home lots, sufficient docu
mentary evidence has been avai lable to permit the approxi
mate reconstruction of the origi nal tow n pattern." T he
home lots were laid out up on a section of the Neck now
bounded, approximately, by North and South Main, \\'ick
enden , H ope and Olney streets." T he e -acrc lots were
locat ed, some to the south and east of the home lots on the
N eck, and othe rs nor th of Wocnasquatucket river . The
meadow land and wood lots lay between W oonasquatucket
and Pawt uxct rivers, extending fr om Providence river
westerl y to Olneyvil le.

The map facing page 26 shows t he approxima te location
of the home lots, superimposed on the present highway
patt ern . The lots were in a row, each extendi ng easterly
from the T own e street ( North and South Main ) to th e
H ighway at the H ead of the Lots (Hope St reet ) . T he
sequence of lots was interrupted by two lanes, also extend-

n T he ma nuscr ipt is in the office of the cily cler k.

22 C harles \\'. H opkins: Th~ lI"flU 1.(;/1 ui I h ~ EJrI)' Senlrrs ( Provi
dence, 1886 ) , hereafter H opk ins.

23 O lney Street has gene rally oeen accepted as the nort herly boundary
of the lots. Actually it is about 100 feet north of the boundary, as proven
by the allotment of land within the intervening area as part of the second
divisio n of lots in 171!l [Cadv: " The Division of the H ome Lo ts of Provi
dence," Rhude 11/'m J lI ift fJ r ir iJl S"riu)' CulIut;U1I!, hereaft er R . I.
H. S. C.,31 ,I OI) ."
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ing from highway to highwa}'; one is now M eeting Street,
the othe r Power Street." T he lots varied in width from
100 to 135 feet, in length from 1600 to 3000 feet, and in
area from 40 to 80 acres. It is probab le that the longi
tudinal bounds of the lots origi nally were intended as
straig ht para llel Jines. M ethods of surveying Were rather
crude in the earl}' rears of the colony, which mar account
for slight irregulari ties in the bounds, as revealed by later
surveys.

H ow soon afte r their arriva l the set tlers comme nced the
erection of houses is unknown. Among the early settlers
was Will iam Carpenter, a skilled builder. forme rly of
Amesbury, Wil tshire, who probab ly bro ught tools with him
and d id not long delay in using them. At first only stone
and raw forest products were available in the town for
build ing purposes. There were limestone beds to the north
and west, and a lime kiln was established in the set tlement
in 164 8,11 T ools and othe r building materials were
transport ed by water . probably fro m Boston and :\"ew
Am sterdam.

The early documents which have been preserved give
very little information about the houses of the early period.
Ou r knowledge of Pro" idence dwe llings is based largely
upon measuremenn and analyses made of certain houses in
Rhode Island which sur vived for 200 "c ars or more. T he
Roger ~Iowr}' house ( 1653-1900) which stood on Abbott
Street, one-ha lf mile nor th of th e home lots, was one of

: 4 T h... id.,nlitiution of Hope .str~d as the original J1 igh w~y at Ihe
H ead of the Lots is proven by surve)"s of rhe present .\f eeting and Power
Streets madc /7 3/·jll (E. R. P., IX, 59, i6). T he collrses were plaued
in pokJ, ~ rne~Sllr~ uf kn)o:rh varying from 16 to I !! feel. On the basis of
~ / 7.0 foot pole for J\feeting St reet and ~ 16.0 foot pole for I'UW <'f Stree t
the total I"ngrhs of ~1""ling Str ...er ( I i i poles) and Power Street ( J j .f.

poles) as esuhlished from the T owne street to the H ighw~y at rhe Hu d
of the Lo n Ii j J . j!! ~KH'C wilh the present leng ths of those streets from
....iorth ~ nd South ,\ hin, respectively, to Hope Sneer.

:0 E . R . Po, XV, 12,
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stone-end chimney. Somewhat Goth ic in style, it ref lects
also a rural E ngl ish precedent . British prototypes may still
be seen in Wi ltshire, from which county Wil liam Carpenter
emigrated, and in Sussex and various east coast towns. The
chimneys of those houses, however , Were brick, a material
not available in Rhode b land in the early period. The
Providence houses were framed with oak sills , posts and
girts, dovetailed together and secured by wooden pins, with
a "sum mer beam" spanning the main ceiling from girt to
girt , carrying the joists of the fl oor above.

:\bny Xcw England villagcs Were built aro und a large
common or green on which the publ ic buildings faced . T he
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a cella r it consisted simply of a hole with sloping sides for
the storage of vege tables, reached by a trap door in the floor
or bv an outside cellarwav. As more rooms were needed
add itions were made by extending the house lengthwise, or
buildi ng a Ieanto at the rear, or both.

T his type of house, as exemplified by the :'\Jowry house
( page .28), was a story and a half high with a steep gable
roof, clapboarded walls, casement windows, and a huge

28 KIi O Dt: ISL \ S D IIISTO RY

these." \\'hen the foundations of Roger Wi lliams' house
at the corner of North M ain and H owland Streets were ex
cavated in 1906 measurements made bv Norman :'\1. Isha m
stre ngthened his conviction that the early homes on th e
T owne street Were like M owry's."
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xoc •.k MO\\'R l " HonE (1(,;3)
Reprod uced hor n l:<1rl)' RhaJ .. IJI.m J lI"uJt:J by [sham & Brown.

T he typical house pla n included a single room, or " hall "
about 15 by 17 feet in area and about 60 feet high ,
with a great stone fireplace at one end and a windin g
Right of stairs or a ladder lead ing to a chamber under the
roof. T he found at ions were very shallow ; where there was

2~ IshJ11I & Brown : l:",jrl)' Rho,;.. ltl,mJ lIom es, 189 5 (her'-'Jfter Earl).
R . I.lIvw n) . p. 21.

27 :-'-o rnlJ n \1. IshJ1ll: " The 1I0us<: of Roger \\-ill iJ1lls." R. I. II . S. C.,
xvur, H.
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topograph y of the area where Providen ce was settled was
not appropriate for such a de velopment and no publ ic build
ings were built until the last years of the Iith century.
T own quarters were established from 16-4--4- to 16'+7 in a
dwell ing erected by Ezekiel H oll iman ( page 32) , the loca
tion of which is marked by a tablet at the street railway
tunnel portal on North Main Street. Except during those
year s there was no permanent location for town meetings.

The earl iest " civic center" grew up in the vicinity of the
fall s of the ;\ Joshassuck, a short distan ce north of the pres
ent Mill Street bridge, where the town grist mill was estab
lished in J6-J.6.~~ J ohn Smith, one of the original settlers,
was a miller by trade. H e was granted a home lot and
erected a house on the T owne street just nor th of the pres
ent Cat hed ral of St. J ohn, but soon sold that prope rty and
rem oved to the M oshassuck vall ev. In 16~6 th e town
granted him "the valley wherein his'how-e stands in case he
set up a mill"." Upon its erect ion the mill became the cen
ter of the town's activities. O n even' second and third dav
of the week it was used "for grind ing of the Corn e of the
Towne.,, 3" On other days it served as a place for informal
gatherings by the townsp eople and for occasional town
meeti ngs and religious services. The miller d ied about
16~9 and was succeeded by his son J ohn Smith, Jr.

There is evidence that some form of pol ice protection
was maintained by the town for, in the year 16""9 , it was
"Ord ered th at our Constable shall have a sta ffe made him
whereby he sha ll be knowne to have the aut hority of the
T owne-Constable.?" On e of his d uties undoubtedlv was
to enforce the liquor laws, it being orde red in 1650 "that if
any man sel l any Wine or stro ng Liquors in his house, he
shall also cnt ertaine strangers to bed & board , but any man

,s Xorman ,\ 1. Isham : " The Fin t T own 'I ill in Providence," Pub/io-
tions uf th r R , I , If i, to";(d/ Sr;rirt,,, v, 1vz.

,. RhoJ.. 1s/.mJ Lmi Er-iJ rf/ cri. lv, 54,

U E. R. P., 11,42.

n E. R, 1'.,11. 40.

shall have his Iibertv to sell without doores no man forbid-
d ing him." ,: .

T he town appropriated no funds for the maintenance of
its highways in the earl y years. Instead it was orde red
"that every man sha ll mend and make good the high way
before his house Lot or Lot s, ..... it hin the Compasse of th is
neck, to that Cans may passe & rcpassec freely," ." Later on
every man was required to work a ll the highways three days
a year and furni sh teams and oxen."

The tax rate recorded in 165033 indicated that 3"" houses
were standing 0 11 the home lots that rear, as foll ows:"

Gregory Dexter, a former London printer, erected a
house on the northernmost lot in 1 6""~ . H e was town clerk
at one time, served as president of Providence and Warwick
1653-H-, J: and was orda ined pastor of the Baptists in 165-l.
El de r Pardon Till inghast built at the head of Constitution
Hill in 1 6~9, 0 11 the lot originally gran ted to Thomas
Painter, and moved later to the south end of the tOWIl. The
original settlers built between the present Cady 'stree t and
the foot of Constitution H ill hut Roger Will iams, whose
house is mem oriali zed by a tabl et on a building at 273 North
:'\Iain Street, was [he only one to remain there in residence;
Will iam Arnold and William Harris removed to Pawtuxer,
J ohn Smith moved to [he M oshassuck Valley ( page 30) ,
J oshua Verin lef t th e colony, and all sold their pr operties.

Between Cadv and Xorth Court stree ts were the Daniels
and Sweet houses. Alice Daniels became the second wife of
J ohn Greene who j oined the Pawtuxet colony, 1638; J ohn

U E. R. P.,II. 45.
U E. R.P.,I I. H.
· ' E. R. P., 1I1.62.
n E. R. P., xv, J,L
.~ Sources of infurmJtion: H opkins; Chapin: " The La nds JnJ H OUSI.' f

of the Fin! ~cttlc:u," R,I.II, S. C" XII , I . John O ..\ ullin : Gmr"/fJgicJo!
f) irt iOf/-.ff~' of Rh'iJr Is/.", J (.-'lbJny , ] 10\7).

IT T hr colonv was dis rupte d 1(, ; 1· 16"' , Portsmouth and :\ewport
submitti ng tu <'()\'. CuJJington 's rule, anJ Providence and War wick
cJrrying on the' government in accordance with the pJlent of 1644 ,
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Greene, j r. , later became owner of the T owne street prop
erty. j ohn Swee t died and his bouse and land were ac
quired by Edward .\I antun. T he house of T homas Ol ney,
the hn,t town treasurer, stood where the rai lroad viaduct
ent ers the tu nnel. Francis Weston built on the site of th e
First Baptist M eeting H ouse. H e was one of the origina l
Shawomet (Warwick! purchasers in 16+3; his estate on the
T owne stree t was purchased after his death in 16-1- 5 by
T homas Angell (page 22). Richard Waterman, who gave
Waterman Street its name, built within the lines of that
high way. Xear the entrance to rhe street ra ilway tunnel a
house was built by E zekiel H oll iman, formerl y of H er t
ford County , En g land, who baptized Roger Williams in
1639 and was immed iately bapt ized by him. T he property
was purchased 164.0 by H ugh Hewitt who sold it to the town
ing 164-+ ( page 30) and repurchased it 164.7.

O n the next three lots extending southerl y to the present
College 'street houses were built , respectivel y, by Srukelcy
Westcott, who removed to Shawomet and sold to Samuel
Kennett ; Will iam Reynolds, who sold to Robert W ill iams ;
and Dan iel Abbott , who died 16-1- 7 and whose propert y
later was owned, successively, by Robert M orris, Robert
Wil liams and Daniel Abbott , J r. Within the hounds of
College Street was the house of Chad Brown, a surveyor,
who was ordain ed pastor of the Baptists in 164-2.

j ohn W arner built on the site of the present Providence
County Court H ouse and , on his removal to W arwick in
1642, the property passed to Wil liam Field and late r to
George Richards. Ficld erected a house" in 164 7 nea r the
site of the pre sent 50 South M ain Street ; it was used from

~ .. La ler lou..... n as the r iel.1(O.:Irri$(}n H ouse. " The old G Hr ison house
.:Ind lUI was, in 17i2 or '7 3. purchased b~' \ Ir. Joseph Brown. T he 01.1
house wh ich stood rhirtv or fortv kcl ('.:IS( of the srtccr, W .:IS then taken
down. \ h ny uf its tin;bcn we;c l'crJ" larg<' .md sound, it hadng hccn
built when thc whoJe (<>wn was a (ures t. and w<)oJ plenty. ~ l r . Brown,
in 1774, erected t h.. <-I"gant hol.l5<' owned and occupied l unril 19 29 I by
the Providence B.:I nL "- EJw in \1. Stone, T lu Li ft ,m" R rcotlections
of hIm Ih rd .mJ [ Providence, I II; :') , p. 24.

t ime to time for town meetings, and was one of the few sur
vivors of the Indians' attack in 1676 (page 36). H ouses
were built between the present Crawford and Planet stree ts
by J ohn Field (father of "'ill iam Field) , j oshua \Vinsor,
T homas H arr is Ibrother of Wil liam H arr is ), Adam Good
win, and W illiam Burrows, respecti vely. W ill iam M ann
built on the south side of Planet Street.

T he lane which afterwards became Power Street was
borde red bv the lot of Will iam Wickenden on the nort h
and that of Xicbclas Power on the south . W ickenden, a
member of the tow n council and one- time pastor of th e
Baptists, built a house in 1639 which he sold to Ralph Earl e,
together with a "Z-pole square of ground ," and moved to
the vicinity of Foxes Hill , in 16+6 Chr istopher Unthunk
acquired the remainder of the lot. N icholas Power erec ted
a house in 1639 and later purchased the next lot south ,
origin ally in possession of Widow j oan T yler. H e d ied
1657 and his property was inherited by his widow j ane and
on her death , in 1667, by her son Nicholas Power I I, who
married Rebecca Rhod es in 1672 and was killed in the Great
Swamp Fight of 1675. Widow j ane Scars built in 16+1 all

the next lot adjoining which subsequently wa .. acquired by
Roger " ' illiams' :-on Daniel, who married Nicholas Power
11 \ , widow ill 1676; part of the lot is incorporated in " ' i!
Iiams Street, which took its name from the founder of the
colony.

Between "·ill iams and T ransit Streets were the houses
erected by T huma.. I Icpkins, Ed ward H art, j oshua Winsor
and H ug h Hewett . H art sold his property to Robert West
about 16.+3 ; Winsor built a house in 1650 on the lot orig
inally assigned to M atthew W eston, ro which he moved
from his former d welling. Bewetr's pro perty passed to
W ill iam H awkins 16+-1- and later to J ames Ashrc», and the
house was buil t by \Inc of the three. T he dwel lings south of
T ransit Street were built bv W illiam l Iuwkins and Chris
topher Unthank ; the latter moved tu Shawcmc t and sold
his property to Thomas Roberts.



H RHODE I:;L\:\D HI~T()RY T HE OE\ >ELOl'''IENT OF THE SECK

T he tax li-t of 1650 also records the na mes of certain
home owners on the Neck outside the home lots. T hese
include Thomas Suckling and William \\' ickcndcn to the
south, Arthur Fenner to the East, and J ohn Browne, Chris
topher Smith, \\' ill iam Fenner, W idow Smith, and J ohn
J ones to the north. Beyond the confines of the Xeck two
house owners were listed on the west side of the river and
seven at Pawtuxet.

The "civiccenter" was furth er developed in 1655 by the
establishment of a tannery. operated by Thomas Olney. Jr.,
a short distan ce east of the mill " out by yc Stampers.'!"
A highway leading [ 0 the mill and tannery was laid out at
that time which branched northerlv from the T owne Street
at the foot of the hill and foll owed the lines of the present
Mil l, Hark and Hewes streets, swing ing easterly to inter
cept the Common Road to Pawtucket, the northerly ex
ten sion of the T owne Street.

T he first bridge across Providence river was erected in
1660 at a cost of £16 0,'" connecting the cast shore with
Wcybcsset Point, at the location of the present :'\1arket
Square, and providing access to the meadow lands. T he
crossing had been made previously by a ford in the river
ove r which th e Ind ians had tra iled for many years. Not
long after the br idge had been built two of its trestles gave
war and specifications were drawn for its reconst ruction , as
follows: "Thev arc to make T imber worke in the forme of
a square, diam~nd fashion which shall serve in the steed of
those two Tressells that are downe, and shall rare it up in

n E. R. f' " 11 , 11.1 . SI~ lllpers was the forma name of a hi ll risin~ from
th e n,l side uf ~ l <l~ ha "" ud: river to the p res..,nl C ar kwn DJYis Boulevard ,
" It has been h~n d.., J d.,wn by rradition , lh~l Sl.K>ll .. Iter the settlement uf
Providence, ~ huJ~· of I n d i .1 ~ ! a!,proad.eJ t he lo wn in a hostile man ner .
Some of t h.., towmnu-n by run nin g an d sl~mping un this hi ll, induce d
th em tu hdie",· lha l t hen- was a larg e nu mber of me n sl.1tionnl the re 10

"ppme rhcm, up" n w h ich lhey relinquished th ei r design and ret ired.
Frurn th is circumstance the hi]] was .1 1\\'.1.1"5 ('.1l1ed SI.1mper S' hi ll, or more
~..,nl'ra ll.I · , lh .., ~Ulll Pl"fs . "-\\' j l1 iam R. :'t aple ! : A" "dl, (,j fh~ T ,m·" QI
Prr,t·iJ""n' (I'm l' id ence, I~·H) , he reafte r Sta ples , r- II i .

." E. R. P., II , 110 .

the r iver to make up the Br idge and lay sufficient Gice over
the said d iamond unt o the other Tressel ls next it on both
sides and to planke with plankes untill it he sufficiently
plan ked . . . . and also to procure posts and railes and ra ile
up the Bridge where the defects are, and also to set up new
posts where they are wanting at the end of the Bridge as
well at the owne end as the ot her . ... " .. Further repairs
were required from time to time and eventually the cost of
its maintenance proved so great that the bridge was aban
doned and was torn down or washed away. It was not until
1711 that the next span was erected at that location , and the
river ford was again used in the interim.

A bridge of smaller proportions was built across M oshas
suck river in 1662 where Randall Square is now located,
connecting the mill highway with the 6-acre lots on the
other side. According to the vote at town meeti ng in M ay
of that year the bridge was to be comp leted "before the next
hay ryrne.?"

By a conveyance on the part of the Indians in 1659 th e
terri ton' of the town of Providence was extended 20 mile s
wester ly "from a hill, called Fox's hill , upon a stra ig ht line,
running up into the country between Pawt uckette [ Black
stone I and Pawtuxcet te river,":" including practical ly all of
the p re~nt Providence County east of Blackstone, See
konk and Providence rivers. Three year s later, in 1663 ,
Charles II of England granted the colony of Rhode Island
a new charter, supersed ing the patent of 16~~ (page 25 )
and naming as the first gove rno r Benedict Arnold , who
subsequently was elected by the freemen of the colony."

O n M arch 30, 1676, P rovidence was attacked by the
Ind ians. P reviously a large proportion of the citizens had
removed to Newport with t heir fam ilies and effects, leaving
only 27 men to defend the tOWIl.'" T hey establi shed a gar-

"E. R. P., X\ ' , 109.
., E. R. P., III , 2;.
. ) R.I. C. R., I, 35.
· · R.l.C.R. , 1l,3 .2 1.
.,. E. R. P., .\T. I ~ 1.



". RHO DE I :' L.\~ I> HISTORY Hook R eviews
rison in Wil liam Field 's house (page JJ I, the windows of
which had been fitted with gratings , although those men
succeeded in defending the ir garrison the Indians were suc
cessful in burning most of the other houses on the T owne
street, as well as the mill , the tanne rv and the miller's house
on M oshassuck rive r. J ohn Smith , j r. , the mille r , was then
town clerk and the records wen: in his possession. "They
were thrown fro m his bur ning house into the mill pund to
preserve the m from the flames, and to the present day the)'
hear plena ry evidence of the two-fold dangers they escaped ,
and the two-fold inj ury they suffered.":"

A few weeks after the Ind ians' attack a King 's Garrison
of seven men was established in Providence under Captain
Arthur Fenner. Xu fur ther fi ght ing devel oped in the town,
however, and th e inhabitan ts g rad ually d rifted hack to
Providence and commenced to clear awnv the ruins and ttl
!'t:m rebuilding. .

. " :'lJp l..,~ . p. 166.
To bt' l'ollt iulIe"

R H --UPT FO R ~1I~q,,, l--, ,, rll' J',," U ' ll ·TII. I, I'Cllhl ( 1; ,; 'i- I~lb)

F Ro M J OI I ' IH IWI. I " " (1 ; , 7- 1~ i " ), "'1' 1 11 O F ~ 1I 1I R-1>II " t f R" <Il """

" .. TIH. ' I n; O F Til E I'II H I " T l'II" Q U" l' lo II'I>U I "dO' ('''1' 11.1, ,1

1''''lJ>A''Y, ' 0 11.'1' 11 ,l l ' ( ' ' ( IIE I,T .

.1"11' uow t..~ " O . Sl l' '' '' 11 I' lI lo. ,lUI.' 1 oW Til l RlI"nE l'l, I ' ll 1l1'T" II I l"I I.

S<l,' 11 rv, W AS At' U IT " R .~ ' ll Till I' I' II ) R " F T Il ~ T " "' '' " F l'II",'lll~' C~

~ ' ll ,~ F ATHER OF ril E , Cl t""(, ' ''''''~'1; T H t: JO lt , ll<l\\ I.I'" '(' \tOM>!, ts

"\\11, 1> ~'UR 1l1~1.

T il t :" ~ " I' '' k I T o" HI - :"OR t t: CIII,:kClI OR

Srov •.-nt-nrr '\· I :>O f) l.I I L L

H,· Philip Ainsworth :'.l e ~ n$

X c.. y u , k , H en ry 11,,11 and Ct.mp>ny. pp. l «, (H,OO).

O nh ' so long as the hi,turi,-~l profession Iooh with interest upon the
rcl'xJn;in~lion of J>IJ JnJ conclusiom can ;1 be rell:JrJeJ JS J vital force
in scholarship. T his truism has once more h:"n Jss<:rteJ b~' the puhliu
lio n of :\I r. :\l eJns's hook on the none tHl'er in T ouro I'Jrk, Xewpo rt,
probably the best-known Hti(lci~\ bnJnurk in the l l nileJ :'ules.. 1'her.e
were manv who fOught to ,!isou.lJ.., :\I r. :\1 eJ n ~ from unJert~bng hl5
i n ,' e!'t i gJ l i~n , mJn ~' who cri l;ci~J him for doing '0, anJ many oth ers
who much, tole rate d his ~cti,·iti..,>. ,\5 one of this bSI group the prew: nt
write r wishes now to climb upon the M eans h.mJ wagon. 'I'his is not to
sa." rhat :'o1 r. ,\ le.1 n> h.is }'r<ll'en his conte ntion i he is Iar from th inking
tha t himself. It is, h"w e\" er , an e,\ r rcs.si"n of belief Ih'll he has most
e Hect ivclv re ope ne d J ,\uestion wh ich infor m"J Jn J uninformeJ opi nion
ha,l long ago considered d"scJ, anJ Iu s shown, Iunh crmorc, that the
earlier solution of Ihat <Jue~ti"n WJ ~ reached through an "h,'i"us and 100

C;lS~' in!errrelJ tion of documentary JJta.
For a great IfIJny ~'ears the generJll~' accepte'! exphnalion of the

existence of th.., ~ewror t lower hJJ been that it "u J structure erected
bv G m'e rnor Bened ict ,\rnuld ;u a windmill for grin.ling corn, modeled
uf.:m J circular w;n,!milJ at Chesterton in '~·.ar.w i ( hh i re . ne~r w~i~h
G OI'ernor .\rnold hJ.l hcen hlrn and reared. I hIS theory hJd Its orrgr n
and suppo,t in the phrase of . \rnoIJ'~ will which JC1CribeJ the tower JS
"mv ~I"ne huih Wind-miln" ...\g~in!'t Ihis inlerrrelJti"n :\I r. ~leJm

opPos---"S certain general eons;Jeuli"ns JnJ JI leJ'f two 're(;al ones of
direct bearing. If the loner wu designed as .. windmill, he ub, why
,....s "it made 10 re.t on eight chunkv but feet>I.~lookinR columns w hic h
arc ill-suited I" wilhsunJ the strains and stresses of windmilling ' And
"here we re the millstones pbce-d~ If thcv were situJte-J in th>t ope n
'pJee wit hin the- circle-of columns, what would rTen:nl the newl~' -gro~nd

meal from being blown in all directions before it coulJ be gllhe-red mto
lacb~ :\nJ if thc~' " e re 10 he pbn:,t in Ihe room over the arches, wh~'

was there an open li rerh el' in tha t room. 1 ti rcplacc whose fbm."S would
have he"n 'Tr~ dangeruu> because "f th" highl~' l't.rnhuslihle dust rising
from the Tc,,,h,ing 11lill'lonesr"

From Ihese '1ueri,,~ of hig h pe rrinenee. ~1r . Means go". on 10 rom
rnent uj'"n Ih" factlh"t the tml'cr isau lrch itc({uu l J ll'l1 n.lly in ..Yrnerica.
H ere is a circular buiklillK of stone standing in .1 r .Ht of the worlJ where
most oth er old build ings arc reel.lugu lar and made of bric k or wood . T he

J1
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" . " , idc-n... : T h...-\k... m.n_~I.n,h,J , . , ...... ' '1-4 ~. pp. -4 1 and m.p. I·a,..., ,0 , ..nit.

\\' A1.1U .\ 1I:0t" ' D I'RO\'IDF ' C F.

By J ail' I f I · ICIlIS ' C AUY

' I r, C J.d," , g uiJe 0001 rills a long fclt ,unt. S ..tiH In.1 strJ.nger ~lil"

con ti nuousl~' J,k for .uch infu rmJlion J.S i5 herc pro"id"d. '1Jn~· a life
lung reside nl will rind (hJt ' I r, Cad y by F"-'-'rli ng vi,ihle )' rm·idenec
\\ ilh , he ~rchilce t. ;tnd U\\ncu hJ' hroug ht n"w life III th,' h miliar ,{feelS
Jnd created .111<·WintcTe' l in ",'ery-d..y ,u rruu nd ing,.

11·.Jlll Arr,U1IJ /" "If·iJ..",,~ is a c"mpJct con,knSJl inn of ~-eJ" of study
I", the J I.l!h"r. lon.l( Ch airman uf til<: C itl 1'lJn Cumm i" ion ,
. T he " \ \' Jlks" are we11 eh,,"en - JIlj arc not tllO l" ng , T hey nu~' !->('

follCl wed ea, ily on Ihe I11JI'; t h(' directinns .H e , irn l'!" ,m,1 ,l,lnl ll,lle; the
si/,e is conl'enient fllr the p",:ld,

S CI one interest,·,l in I' mI'i.lenre ;hmd,1he wid ,o,, ! it. \re II,lI'<: ir nn S.l le,

L \ WRF, e F c. \ \ '1I:0 TIIJohn Cuter Hrown I. ihur~·

t he consrrucriun of In h~ r" th".is "hich he thus urTew:t: u\ \'hJ.t rema ins
"f t he S e" purr tower 1.....1> .'cr~ like Ihe circular Jrc~d"d centra l cylin de r
of ~ S one rounJ church w i,h fl""" Jnd ch~mb.,r• .1""'" the arche•."

T he het thJI w c have here une h.,porhcsis e rected upon another, ,hn is,
upun the h~ !'IOthesi. IhJI the S ur.c remained in Xonh Am"riu unti] the
thi rteenth c"ntur~ i. f~irl~ rrL....·n t",lto the re~.ler !->~- :\f r, \I el m, though
implici tly an d uplicitl~ h" .ho"~ himself "illing .lnJ mure than willing
to believe in !->oth premise Jnd conchrsion.

' lr. ' Iu n" s .1ellCri rli"n nf S orw"gil n .lnd other rounJ churches is J.S
full ~nd lS well iIIustrJ. t,·J h~' pholOguph. and plans as h is chapter on
win d rnills. T h.. ln J. l0lI: ~ between the round church, ...iJcI~· dissemin at..J
throughout the old wo rld, JnJ the Xcwpo rt tower seems tu go deeper
than .I merc ch ance rh~ , ie ll rese mblance. It is els~. therefore, for m;tn~·

of the hisruriaus mJ lav fol k who ha ve read ' I r. :\l e~ n '" I>c", l to J.cccpt
hi. ],Yrolh <: ,i . as .I ' tar;in jo: point fur fur ther di scussiun. O n" lavs clown
ihc lung and rl"",,'ly Jrt irulJ.te,1 arg ument with the feeling that he his
under gune ,111 innllcctu.r l expcrielIC<:, m d th.rt is the ,, 11<1 .Ind aim of
works of le tters and rcsc.nch. Fell' there can b.: who ,Ill not join earnestly
in th ,' auth or's lUjo:.I(c·stioll rh..t the Xcwport ei t~ Juthur il i<:1 per mit the
caerving uu t of simple c rcavarion s which mig ht uncove r the arnbula tor j
WJli of .l S ur ,.., roun,1 rh urrh , or other evidence du t would push bac k
h.,' som e hund red" uf yelr, t he hur imns nf Xc nh ,\ me ricJn histo ry.

Rhu..l(, Isb n.! H istoricJI ~>c i <· t r

column and arch con-t ructi on of it. lower stc rv ~H' ele ments c xtremelv
u re: in S e" En gl,mJ huilJinR before I ; 11(1. I ~ i" in .hmt. "th~t rnit~·
of urit ies in our ccunt rv - an ~ncicnt cin-ubr. stone hui ll ruin,"

T he: first of the 'F"-';;i~I ,·"n,i,!<-ution, "hieh ' Ir . 'I.·~ n . hrin~~ to
h.:n ~gaimt the ,-\rnoIJ th.·"r~ i. that Ih.· Go"crn"r JiJ n"l avc r that he
him..:1f h~d erL'C{"J the t"Wl"T frtlm Ih,· ~rounJ ur lor u..:~' ~ windmill,
but simrl~ referred to it h~' "~~ of i,kntiricJti"n J' "m~ ~ton" Huih
\' ·inJ -miln" , His second cUlhiJeution i, t he cvidcacc, h;toeJ uro:lO the
rescarchc.. uf >("n' r~1 IlcneJI"'Jo: i, t, . th.u (~on'rnoT ..\ rnolJ "'J' nut horn
and H-ued neJr C h,'S!n 1C>n in \\'Jr wiel,h ir", bu t at Ik hcst,·r in :'.->Il1C'nt l.
an,1 Ihal in J Il rtl>h~"'ilit~ h,· never Sol" the orn~lIJ l' n! ~ 1 urucrure or
astronomica l oh!.nI'Jttl f.'- ~t C he' k rt" n which. it i.l-cliel'ed. "~. mot con
vcr ted to usc a. a windmill until long aller hi, depart ure from E nglJn.1 .

Th i, i. th ,' n.1fcst ou rline "f .\lr, ' Ie.""" atg um cn r 'Ig.l in't the ,\ rnol,l
rb eo rv, ext,·n.i ' eh' set fOrlh in hi. sections be ad ed " The lI i,«lTI "f the
T ",u ·R i" .I1T h,·ur·ie," Jlhl "C ril i<"J1 !-: U l11 in;lt i"n "f the ,\ rnol,l· l\he<)T\ ."
T he'e arc iutroduccd n~' .1 ' c,.·l i" n in w hich apl"·Jr the 1llmt t hnro~g h
cxanrin.niou ~'CI nude of the town from the architedur 'll .<t~lhlJ'0in l and
.I le<uc hi ng ,lrprJi'Jl o f d",:um,·n!.lT.'· .111.1 k~e",b r,I ' rcfcrenrcs to th e
str uctu re, In t he mJn ." r h" l'ters of the" , th ree scctiuns is ("un,l ,\ relent
less au.rlj-sis, "H~ , i on~ ll.r Jbu,il e in mannc r where it i. ~ Ilu<:>ti"n of
"A moldisr" writ ing', ,,( th,· ,'x«;llsi,e literatu re of the .unjeet. ch rono
l"ginll~' ~rrangeJ {or the ccnrurv or more of eontr"'crs~' which bega n
with a series of k lle rs ('uJ-, li' hed in th" /' r' lf ·i,/" ,., (;ol;" ff~ from Apr il
to ..\ ugust. I X.! J. The~ "",·Ii"n. ~re full~' il1u,tut",1 n.'" J !JTf/:e num her
" f rC'prod uct ions "f r~intin/o:' ~1l\1 pints of the t" "cr, mn,lan r hoto
Il'up hs of the ", h..lc ,trucfure In.1 " f it, defai l>. ;tnd me~,urr,1 uehitceu'
.1 r~w i ngs.

In ) '~ rt 1\ . of his "'~>1 \l r, '1eJ lls Ji>eu'scs thc the"r~' .." !,,.....·.I TO the
BC' oe:d iet _-\rnoIJ " ·inJ mill nm,·crtion ,,( the :\"" rort ' tTucture:, that i"
IhC' concC'rt;"n "f it ~s thl' ccntral to\\C' r o f a church }.uilt in the twtlft h
or thirt C'C' nth ecn lu,..i !w S or-e Te,i,knts of S'on h .-\ m..rin, E,·en·
rn de r i~ quid to re~l; ...~ th .. diffieultil" which f"ec ' lr . '1"" n< in th is
COnSHuel i' r rort ion of hi5 'Iud~, Sch"l us hne .laerted Ihe :-':one d i5
COHn· .lnd sculemcn t of the c!c"rnlh centun· J' sumt~ntiJlh- truC', hut
C" ·en ~hosc "h" ne\ er "luesti"n the· hi' loric f.lci o f thJt c'·ent ~re quid to
ad mil Ih.lt the hu e " f time ~nJ the r allcit," of r("(or .1. han' ldl in .l
flouri,h ing ~1J le of d" unt the 'l"e'liol1s o( ', h<:re thc S nr>c sc:l tlemconts
.,..re n\.lele ~nJ how long thc·,I' 'Hfl' nlJ inuine.1 . T hi. ," rec t of h is tnr~'

hH nm Ix'en '1 r. :\f C.ln,·' ,!,er iJlt.,·. hUI he t-ri ngs I.. the ("o ll.,i,le r.ll illn
of it J pro long<:.1 fI'".1ing "lI.1 ' 1U,1.,' of thc SIlull ~ruul' " f ,I"c lllllents
l h ~ t c x i ~ t and of th e 1.1rll:" !itcr .1tlrn ' \.hidl h,,, gro wn out of th,'m, Il l'
lind, him self in Ihe 1'<J,ili"n of " n,' II'ho must nuild uron .I n in' eeure
fOlmJ,lli"n. " rect ~ t heor~' ul'"n ,bt.l rcplct e with untc."kc,! ' Ille' tion..
If e docs thi s with (.lirne". hunc" IJ. ~nll ,keen! hu milit.'". suecee,li nR in
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Warwick Tercentenary ( 16+3- 19+3)
Shawomet, later renamed Warwick in honor of Robert,

Earl of that name, was settled in J anuary. 164-3, accord ing
to our present dar calendar.

Led by Samuel 1 Gorton, Randall H olden and J ohn
Greene, a dozen heads of families, findin g them-el ves un
welcome to their neighbors at Papaquinepaug (now Roger
Will iams Park ) removed south uf the Pawtuxer river "into
another part of the Nanynnsct Bay, furt her from the Mas
sachuserts, and where none of the English . . . had anything
to do, but only Ind ians, the true natives, of whom we bought
a purcell of land , called Shawomct .. . nut only of :\ Iran
tonorny, chief Sachem .. . ; bur also with the free consent
of the inhabitant s. . . . " I

The original deed , now in the J ohn Cart er Brown Library,
is here reproduced for rhc first time, as one of a series
of articles and illustratio ns marki ng the Tercentenary. '

T he painting of Governor Will iam Greene ( 1695/96
1758) on the cover is aile of the ear liest portrait- of a wor 
thy of Wa rwick, few of whe-e inhabita nts could afford to
ind ulge in such luxuries. Signed and dated ( I 750) by Peter
Pelham, it is one of two or three known portra its by the
step-father of J ohn Singclron Copley.

Some consequences of the treaty of submi ....ion by the
Xarragansett Sachems to King Cha rles I, which have been
pre viously overlooked , are developed in " Samuel I Gorton' s
Ma ster Stroke," by \V. G. Roelkcr, appear ing in this issue.

\V.G. R.

J "Simplicit ies Defence," R. I. II . S. c-u., II , ; ,}·60.
2 T his iC ri~"'I rmde be l.liJ to have begun with " T he: Re:\-ol u t ion~ r~- Cor
respondence of :'\ ath ~ lUd Greene ~nJ Jo hn .-\ J ~m~," b~- B.,rnhJrJ Knol
k-nbcrg , RJwh l ./"".j Jl i,rOj~y .I , :'\0. 2 (.\pri1. 1 9~ 2 ), 4 5-5 'i and :,\" . 3
(JuJ~·, 1(42), i il -fl.!. T he: cover of thi , issue is a rcprodu ction of a por
trait in 0;1 uf l.<·n.,u l (i ru ·ne hy Rcmbraut I'c.\lc nol R.tn.fo1I'h I'c;l1c, as
erroneous1\' 'tlkJ. :\0. ~ [October, I 'H 2) cuntajns lilt: Drdcr of Exe:rcises
and princi'pal ~JJn'»<:~ at the celebr ation of the 200th ~nni\-n~f)- of the
birth of Ge:ne r~ 1 :'\ athanad G reen.,. \ \ 'afw icl ' , mosl famous w n, 109· 2; .

" R l':I '\l IH I " 1 > II '''\11 1 I I II I 1<' ''';\

I I . •.....



Roll: of an I li srori ca l Society
in T ime of \ r ar

P,'rJi,f"'If, (;"I',lIi:ll S""irty ',I ,11 .IJJ'dd w -'t' I I <

on th~ occasion of its Fl F't 'IF'I'l l annivc rsarv, :\(}Hmh~r 2.1. I 'N ,.!

..\ problem ul'pnmo,t in rhc mind, of m.m: ' of u, h", ],<:<:n , I "m surr ,
the l'ropn role of a :'oci~t.l' such as rhis in rime of w.n-. 1l h,,, ,<:<: m<: ,l to

rue ,mJ to th<: (nuncil - .11lJ I h"l-'~ rh.n .I'OU w ill ,111 .I J;: r~<: - th at our
l'h'l1le~ III b<: useful is ,1, gr~'ll J, ever, .m,l th.n for u, to u>lll inue our
UJrpnrJt~ act jvitics i,; not less. but p""ibl.,' l'1'<:11 mon- , important than
ill times of P<:Jc<: . .\ hom Ih<: even t ual .<UCC<:", of " ur .m ll< "gai n,t th~

.\ xi, n"n<: "f us have JI1." doubt. but SUCl"~';"; ill anus n'1ll<:S not ,i mpl: ' hy
arms, and J trulv successful peace mus t be w"rk ~J for if it is to follow ou r
' lKfl',"<:, in Ih<: Iicld. I. at least , believe IhJI .I scnsc of the ",11 u~, w h id 1
hurn.mc studies alone UI1 rcnch , ,t cousciousness of ou r g r ~ .l! historical t r.t

diti"ll; '1 n·.i1I~,III(J1l Ih'll ", h.11 we .ne tighl ing to pr<:s<:TI'<: i, w ha t our
'lI1C<:'1l'r, 1lll>r<: Ihan on,<: ri,k<:d their lil~s to ""'<: for us: a " "" io I1 JI <:
couviction of tbc I'al id ily of the great nlu~, in our Amc rican 1" 1>( ; arc
11<·ce".I[.' if o ur l110rJle during t he "Iru ggl" i, to h<: .It its highe! l . ,llJ,1 if
rl-c pe,le<: that is to come is III m.rkc u lit wo rld (or free Illen .

I ha'<: hcc'n 'eeing a gooJ d <: J l ill t he pa,t fe w month, of boj-s who
.rrc , tudyi ng hi"tor.,' .md lite rat u re ' HI th<: eve of go ing Jl"til'e l.I' into the
1ig-I Il, '1' 11 <:: .lrL' inrcusclv <:ag"r Ior Ih<: tighl, i n t"md~' e.lg<:r 10 "in it
w hJ ln L'r the rmt, but th<::' .1r ~ a" <: 'lg<:r to !lu ke them selves ah l<: to ligh t
h~ttef h: ul1,i<:m,l1ldin g dccplv wh,u thcv arc lig hling for, a,h l rig ht I.',
the." turn to th~ humanities for ," 'ULIlK<: '111'\ jnspjration. T hl'y arc
full:' con,riou, of w hal 1"<: pe rhap' 1I~' often fo rge t - rb.rt th<:~ arc
lighting cucmics 1\11<> l1.1I'e u,<: d educ-., tion .l1hl ":hoL!r<hi,, .IS wopon,;
III ,,;n . Thm~ <:n"lI1leS h"I'~ ,i i,torte,l h i, tor.1 ;1Ih\ h,l\'<' pe n-c ried th e
.lrI,. hut thcir distorted historv, p<:n'<:rt~,i :Ht. ;md fel],<: ph ilosop h:, han
hL'UIIlle p.,n of th<: m ili ta t ." strength " f t h~i r tigh t ing m en . W e han'
h"u<:t 1"<:"1',,,1> thau t h,': ' ill nnr historv . \ \ 'e 1I <:~d nIH l' n " <:r t Of d isto rt
Of L,], i!., in sU f'pl."ing our 111 <: 11 wit h Wh.lt t hcv 11 <: <: ,1 tn cu dc rst.ur d al1,l
to hdi<:I'~ , hut w<: rnnnot equip rhein w it h whJt th c': nee d to [ace th e
foc's Ihe.I' IllU,t {.1<.<: unless w<: kn' l' .l1il'<: ,urh I'al u~< ," Ihi , S,>c i<:t.', lifty
.1 <:.U, ago w", f"und" d to pl'rpl'tu'l t<:. ()ur >\<: fl'i.-<: ill thi< ~( >c i ct ." may be
"null but. however STII.1 ll. it is I' .lrt of ",h at must h~', if w<: .1f<: to succeed .
.111 <:Iron in which ~" '<:r:' cducatiou.rl and S<.·h" lar l.l· ag<:llt·.I· Illu,t j " in,
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