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John Brown's K at)', afterwards

Continental Armored Sloop , Providence

by G EO RG E L. :\ II S E R

J ohn Brown, t hird of the "Fou r Brot hers" should han "
been a sailor. He was broug ht up on salt water. H e owned
many vessel s un his own account ; he was partn er with his
brot hers in m all }' more. H e built Rhode b land sloops,
bri gs and ships at his own shipyard at Ind ia Point . H e
sailed up and down N urragansen Bar in his own craft and
he sent his captains to sea with a sailor 's instinct for good
voyages.

J ohn' s father , J ames Brown, was a sailor and owned a
good sized th:et in partner-hip with his brother O badiah.
J ohn wa.. less than four rears old when his father died, but
Uncle O bad iah, brin ging up the four brothers to succeed in
the part nersh ip, was a deep-seat sailer of not e, voyaging to
and from the West Indies.'

J ohn's older brother J ames was a sailor who died in Vir
gi nia when on a coasting \'op ge when J ohn was fourteen.

'1'hirJ CU'-er
I John Carter Brown \ \ 'ooJ s, Fore" ord , T ht Letl t " I/',d ' ',I l .mlli

B ,.,)~'ute, l i 3 5 · l i 3 ~ , {Providence , 1( 211 ) .

"
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Thus by inheritance and up-bringing J ohn Brown should
have been a sea captain. But life was too full i certa inly the
press of many activi ties crowded his career. Ship owner,
ship builde r, merchant, distiller, candle manufacturer,
par tner in iron works and cannon foundry, found er of the
Providence Bank, adventurer in opening a great East Ind ies
export and import business-a man of such abounding
energy and wide interests could not go to sea. If J ohn
Brown had made his voyages himself he would have come
home owning half the Orient. As it was, he sailed a bit in
Narragansett Bay, sent his ships up and down th e coast, to
the West Ind ies, to Africa and later to the East Indies ; and
stared at home to take part in the burn ing of the Gaspee,
to defy the Brit ish tyrants, to help build Rhode Island
College, of which he was treasurer for rweery-one years, to
pull his weight in the leadership of the General Assemblv
and in the councils of the movement for independence that
wa s to bring forth a new Republic. M eantime he made
money hand over fist.

J ohn Brown was thirt y-nine years old when the critical
year of 1775 came. One W ednesday in April he was sailing
up the Bay from Newport with a cargo of flour. H e was
arrested-c-on orders of Capt ain Wall ace of H .:'\I.S. R OJe

and spent several days in custody on Ad miral Graves' flag
ship in Boston H arbor. T radition has it that Brother M oses
helped him get off and rode home with him on the same
horse. T his was on May 3. Four weeks later J ohn put one
of his vessels alongside his dock and began the work of
arming her. She ....";IS the sloop Kary.

At its session on "the second 7\Jonday in June 1775" the
Genera l Assembly had passed a vote "that the Committee
of Safety he, and the)' arc hereby, d irected to char ter '
two suitab.le Vessels, for the use of the Colony, and tit out
the same 111 th e best manner, to protect the trade of this
Colony: . . . Th at the largest of the said vessels be manned

' .-\ cur}' of lhi. Chnler i, in the J\ 1<:~e$ Brown ,I f,J,,,m:rip/J, \ '01. II ,
Rhode Island Jl iilor ieal SociCIJ'. T'his Charter reads as follows;

JOII:" BRo\\.' :"·S K:\TY rs

with eighty men, exclusive of officers ; and he equipped
with ten guns, four-pounders, fourteen Swivil Gu ns, a
sufficient number of Small -Arms, and allnecessary warlik e
stores."

The General Assemble furt her voted "that the follo w
ing officers be, and arc hereb y, appointed to command the
said vessels, to wit :

"O f th e largest \'t:s:<I,-
"Abrah am W hipple, commander, with the rank and

power of Commodore of both vessels. . ..'"
T he Kafy sailed that same week of her charter by the

Colony. On that day she dropped down Narragansett Bay
and let blaze her long four-pounders at a tender of Capt .
Wallace's ship R ose. T he encoun ter drove the tender
ashore on Conanicut Island where Capt. W hipple captured
her. T he tight was over in a half hour ; no one was hurt on
the Kat v and two men wounded on the tender.' But the
Ket v hdd made historv , she had tired the fi rst authorized
nanl shot of the Revolution. T he people of Rhode Island

Providence J une 22, I ; ; ;

An Agreem"n t between John Brown on one part anJ th.. Committe in
hchalf of the Colony for hireing.\: Fil ing an armeJ \ 'l'SSiJl On the other
part \ "iz the Said John agree!! to 1'<:11 to the SaiJ Comm itte the Sloop Cater
from the 12 l nst to lhe Lauer part of December nett at :" inlJ' Dollars
rr. mo. the Said Comminc in behalf of the C" l< m,l· 10 Re$<jue th.. Said
Sloop at Four H undred pound s I. " lonJ' to be pd. tn Said John on Demand
after the Ul$S of Said Sloop with Int. from th i, IlJ~· l- U l in Case lhe Sloop
, hould be Returned to the Said John She it 10 be in as Good orJ"r as she
now is. Common ware & T are Excepted or if the G eneral a5'embIJ' at
their next selling ,hall chuse to putche" Said SI"op at Four H undred
pounds with Int from thi s D.,I' lhey have L ihcn~' So lUdo or to Continue
her all hire as above, whatever Expens th e Said john has put to Said Sloop
Since begun to Fix her for the Colon~· s U'C \ ·i:l. Since the 12 I n ~L . E xcept
ing only for Cordage, the Said Committee il III pa,\' the Said lnt For

~ R.I, Cot, Ru ", J! \'II , H 6-, ; also Am , ,~ ,.rh ir'<'J . 41h ii, 1 [ 5 ~,

• l'a rticulsrs of an Action between the l>i.l1U Packel a T ender he
I"nging to H is "l ajest,\"; Ship Rose, and \w<> Armed Sloops belonging
to the Rebels. Public R. N " , J Offia . Volume 4!l5. rp. 4 (1 9-4 1.1. April
l i i4 . J Ulll· 1;; 5, Lctu-rs of " ice :Umira! :',1Illuel G raH's. EI«( 10 Philip
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Sk phcns ES<j ' , . \dmir~h: ~l'cretJ r.l , from t he (UnSC ripli in the Libur:'
of Cong rcs•.

,Tht' l i th J une I~ i :; ,hout 9 f)'do d ..-\\ 1. being ordered b)" C,pu in
\\ , Ib ec to rru,:~-.:-l with the f) ;'IU ~ l(.)p, J T ender to H is :\h j esl)" , Sh ip
Kosc , up th,' River towards Providence with J Penv Officer, eleven :'\Ico
and myself, U Ill<: J with ."rn.ll. \rm, ..nJ four Swil:d, to recunnotirc the
ditfc rcnt 1'......jI;e•• h,,-in/( Intelligence of ..\ Tmed \ "es.sclt being tined out
by the Rebel. ,1 I'r...-iJ cncc.

T he 16t h 1'\ 1 about half p..,t ;. " I w, s .unJin,i: off between th t'
::'\ort h cnd of Cunn\"(: ticut JConJn iCU11 hun.:! .lind Gold IGould J hbnJ
b.;lw C'Cn IWO. JnJ three LCJ jI; ul:' from the Ship, J Sloop coming down
before Ihc Win d, I J,y'J too '0 spe,1,; hcr-a little after lix be ing within
hail, She h,il'J l ' , Jnd loU l 's to bring too or she wou ld sink t ', imrnc
d iu cly and J irt."l"tl)" lird J shot which ....-c returned with ou r SmJ.1J ..\ mu
J.nJ Swi\'d, J.nJ lept;l smart tire on both Sides for near hJ.lf an hour, till
b~' J.CCiJentlhe Powder Ch~.,t with the remainder of the swi\' d CntriJ/l:el
ble...· up-In th il Sim p we f,J W .:'lx C;lrriJ.ge G uns mounted JnJ J. gre;l(
num ber of ~Ien Onbu.lrJ -The .\m munit ion for the SmJII .\rms being
near upended J.nd J.nOlher armed Vessel ..... ith C;nriJge Gu m hdongin,ii:
10 (he Rebeb joi ning J.nJ brinJting l ' s betw een ' w0 !ires, tt l IhJt there
W15 no P'*ibili l~' of 1.1,·in,ii: the " cssel-I tho ught it pruden t 10 ru n her
J.,ho~e wh ich I J.cmrdinglr accomplished ncar the Xo rth en J of Con
n~IK~1 J.nJ 'r't an shore .... ith the People J. nJ pJr! o f the SmJII ,\ rnu
1 hey immediaielv landed J. number of ~l en from the " CM<: ls in whale
~1I",ho.elo.el~- ·punud JnJ fired Jl l .,----hcing iO d,>!<:'~' pursue d ~nJ
nlg hl coming on Ihought il neceearv (0 s<TJ rJlt! Jn J conceal ()unc ln ." till
J proper Opp<J~tun i t~, o rleeed a f j ai ~ ing the Ship wh ich " -JSaccomplished
Ihe next JJ~' .... lIhOUI the 10. of one :\IJn. ~I r Stevenson the l'e tt v O lt1ct!r
JnJ one :\bn being the on l~' People th~l were hurt occJ.ioncj h\ the
':uwJ er Ch est blo,:,,'i ng up-During th ... ccur.... of the cngJgcmt!~t the
I ~~,ple: behaved with the grenesl Spirit.

. Sign'J Savage r;J rJ n" r, :\!J;(cr
.1·.nJor....J , :\I r. 5J\'Jge GJrJner'l ! Acco unt of an ,'ction ! between the

l! I J n~ I I'Jd d &: J. T end er! bela ngi ng tn (he Rosel red bv tice .Ull1ir~!
( H J.H ·S/ the !IHh J un ... 17;; ! In \- 'ice Adml G rn c•.,i Lell er of 26
J unc 177; , '

'; elle: r fr"'l1 Dq' lI\.' (;"" cmor Cooke to Capl. \-\-'Jllacc, S<'t! Force, -I l h
Senes, II , 911; & R. I. C, R., \'I I , 338 Endorsed l" ichoIaI Coole f) epl'/
~~'H uf Rho...le 1,1.1O ,l / to. LJrt. Walb ce J JteJ 1-1 / J une rccJ 261h b~'/
\- ICC Adm l (J rJ l" e' / In \ ', .\ . GW"c,'s! l.rc of Jun e: 26 , I i i i. '
, Amw er ~o abon', Force, -I lh :'t!rit!s, II , 91\6, & R, I. C, R" \'[] , n ~.

!,.nd; rlCd C~rLli n J JS\\-'all,1<:'" / of IL :\I. ~ ./ Rost! to ! ~ ichsCol)l e Fsqr/

)
J I :-': /wpor~. / dJtcd I Oj J une fl'e d br \ 'ice .-\Jlll irJI GrJ\'cI the/ !(,lh

une In \- ICC Adml (i ta,'",. \ ! I. re uf 2(, J lInc 1i7 'i .

JOH:\ BR()\\':\'~ I\ATY "

wen: de lighted. In Octobe r the General ;\-,.'emhly car ried
out the purchase of J ohn Brown\. K,lIy,"

T he allowance for hire was U~int )' Doll ars per me", be
ginni ng J une 1 2 . ~

.--\ 11 ..urnmer Abraham Whipple sailed the hill y up and
down X arragan-et t Bay, " prot ecting the trade of the Col
ony." and moving -hcep and cows from Conanicut and
Prudence l- land- to the mainland to -ave them from the
Hriti..h. In September W hipple made a cruise to Bermuda
for powder hut returned empty handed ; hi", instruction
appear 0 11 page 8 1.

T hen in December , I i75, Kutv was sent for bv the Xaval
Committee and Capt . W hipple '",ai led her to Phi ladelphia
ro become ship number 5 in the infant ;\a\-y of the 1Inired
Col onies. H ere -he was rechristened Providence. Two
more long-four", Were added to her armament, making her
a twelve -gun sloop, and Captain J uhn I Iazard of Rhode
l-land was given command.

For four vears the little Providrnce made hi-rorv. She
..ailed under-men who drove he r hard, she lived bard and
fought hard. ,--\ sizable volume can he made of her four
vears career, Space here perm its on ly the bar e chronology,

In Februarv the fleet under command of Commodore
E..ck H opkins of Rholie Island , sailed aga inst Xcw Provi
dence bland of the Bahamas, and the l 'rovidrnce did use
ful service in the capt ure of the forts and seizure of quan 
tities of powder, ..hot and suppl ies much needed or the

• " II is n'lcJ Jn J resolved, with the cun",nt of :\Ir, John Brown, (hal
the colony will pu rch ase the sJ(x>r I\Jt,'" as she: is now, Wilh her boots,
sto rc! Jnd Jr purtt!na nces, JT Ihe rJtc of $ 12~1l ,

" "'hat thc ;,liJ .Iohn Brown he J!lo\\'ed the hirc of 'ai d s],x>p, al Iht· price'
a/n eed up"n, fmlll the 12th .Jay of J une: lJ, t, 10 this dJy , out of lhe
gencul T rea>IJr\'.

" .-\nd thaI in' Cal" {he l,lid sl"or be Ll ~ e: n or In' t, bdorc thi s tb :', lhat
then the ;'1 id John Brown Ih,lll rece:i,'c flut of th", ge:neral Treasury the
s"id 1-1 2 50, with int" re'S( frum Iii.· ;J i,1 12th ,Ln' of l unc, in full com
r emat i,m, without any Jll"\\' Jlle" fur hir e," R, I . ( 'c,l. Ra c,,,i i, \ '11, -In; .

~ ~ee cory of the: C hari .." (",-,tll"lt· ,11>..",·,



Co lonies. O n the voyage home the heavily laden fleet off
Block [shod engaged with the British frigate GldSKO~{'

out of Newport H arbor. T he fled suffered severely and
Glosgo-» ret ired wit h slig ht inj uries. Four weeks later
Captain H azard of the Providence was ccurt- martia led,
found guilty of misconduct and neglect of duty. and was
"broke."

Next dar. M ay 10th , I i 76. command of Pra~~·j.ft'lla was
ginn to J ohn Paul J ones, a young lieutenant on hoard the
fleet's flagship Alfred. This was Jones' first command.

After two mon ths of service as a troop-ship and convoy.
Captain J ones put to sea and had a noteworthy ser vice.
W hen the Providence put in to X ewport in Oct ober she
had met two British frigates and escaped, had descended
un Can so, Nova Scot ia, de stroyed considerable British ship
ping and had captured and sent in or destroyed sixteen
prizes. Capt. J ones was given command of the ;ll f red j the
Providence went to Captain H oysted H acker . The two
vessels sailed from Newpor t for Cape Breton to repeat
J ones' tactics of harassing the British sh ipping. Among
several pri zes taken was the British ship .\lellish, richly
laden with soldiers' cloth ing, a capture of great importance
to the Continental Army. T wel ve days out the Pro~'idnl,t',

leaking badly, her crew complaining, pur back to Newport.
T he British fl eer entered Narraganse tt Bay and took

possession uf th e Island of Rhode Isl and December 8,
1776. T he American vessels und er command of Commo
dure Esek l lopkius ret ired up the P rovidence R iver and
were there blockaded for mo nths. The Prot..iidence was the
first vessel to run t he blockade . Under L ieutenant J ona
tha n Pit cher she slipped past the fleer at 2 A, :'\1. one morn
ing in April, 1777 , and put to sea for a cruise as far as Cape
Breton . She captured one prize and ret urned to New
Redford . A new commander took her over, Cap tain J oh n
Peck Rath bun, and under him she sailed for the next two
year s, until the Spring of 1779. H is cr uises incl uded a suc
cessfu l action with an Engl ish privateer off South Carolina ,

" RH ODE ISI.:\:"D III STORY JOIIS RRO\\'K 'S KXfY i'J

and an expedition against New Providence Island , where
he took the fo rt and prizes withou t firing a gun. T he spoil s
of war included six vessels, one mounti ng sixteen guns, and
a quan tity of powder and stores of great value. This was
in J anuary, 1778. T he Providence, with her prizes laden
wit h stores, reached New Bedford early in M arch.

Captain H oysted H acker took her over again in :\lay,
1779, and captured a twel ve gun British brig , the Diligent,
off Sand,' H ook.
Pro~,.:iJt'lIce met her fate at the hands of her own crew.

She W:lS one of the fleet which was bottl ed up in Penobscot
Bar by :I greatly superior British force, and in order to
prevent her falling into the hands of the enemy she was
run up the river , set on fire and blown up. A tribute from
J . Fennimore Cooper in his naval history runs, "Among
the vessels blown up was the Providen ce 12, one of the first
cruisers ever sent to SC:l by the United States, and which had
become noted for exploits greatly exceeding what might
have been expe cted from her force."

The Katv in Person
:\0 blue print s guided the builders of a Rhode Island

Sloop of I i75. But from many sources come contempo rary
de scrip tiona.-c-reference to her color , her sq uare topsail, her
two deck-pumps, her stra ig ht stem with out figure -head,
and many hints which gi'"e st ude nts of that particular period
of maritime America a basis for reconstructing the Kary,
From such research has come the model which is now
housed in J ohn Brown H ouse.

Several years ago M r. Cha rles G. Davis (author of many
books on American sailing vessels and himse lf a bui lder of
many notable ship models) became inte rested in the type
referred to in manuscripts of t he latte r half of t he 1700's
as the " R hode Islan d sloop, " He worked out drawings,
and built two mod els of the Kat y, The Ship M odel Society
of Rhode Isla nd became much interested. T here ensued
several years of interesti ng" search for authentic detai ls.
M r. Alfred S. Brownell of Providence, P resident of the
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Snip .\Iode! Society, rhe late George C. Wales, Hll"ton
~rcnikct an.d painter, and the writer joined with :\ l r . Davis
in tnt: pa"~l me. O ut of tne interchange came the present
model, built by .\I r. Brownell d uring rhree venrs of dex-
terou s handicra ft. .
~ h ill y was d()u~)dess a" rypical R hode b land built "loop.
~ne was substan tial ly builtc-erugged, sturdy, bcamy, heavv
timbered and heavy sparred. T he Xew E ng land mariner
thoug ht little of putting out to sea in such a \"C"*1. Kasv
sailed to the .\ \'e"t Indies in mid-winter 011 wha t was prob
ably her maiden voyage in February, I i75. T he sloop
would measure approximately sixty fee t long from stem
to srernpost , her breadth would he roug hly twenty feet .
Such treme ndous beam goe" fa r to account for the large
crew the sloo p carried , eigh ty unde r \\'h ippl e seventv
und er J ones, near ly sixty under Rathbun. ' ,

H er after-dec k ro-c high ou~ of wate r wit h ai ry livi ng
qu art ers for the officers. 1Ier single rnas t, he wn probably
fr? m a native pine tree, carried a huge fore-and-aft main
sai l loose-footed a.nd furling in brails. ,1, "quare topsail ,
ben t on two tape nng yards that swung in old-fashioned
rope slings , belficd out above her crosstrecs fro m a st urdv
top mast. " I ho ve my topsail tu the mast, " wrote Captain
H aza rd, "for Ca pt. Whipple to come up ," T his would
clearly re fe r to a square topsail t rimmed hy his weather
bra ce so as to be tak en aback and "tl)P his head wav. H er
rugged bowsp rit with its long jib-boom over he r fuJI and
bl uff how carried probabl y three headsails , a -ravsai l from
~p to -rem, a jih to her bowsprit and a jib- topsail to her
Jlb-bou~ end , l I cr ste m was straight , without a figure
head; thIs we learn fro m a description in a letter to Lo nd on
giving intel ligence of the "rebel vessels." " A blac k sloop
WIt hou t a head ," the Briti"h wti te r put it , T his was not
remarkable one way or the c tbcr , when a vesse l had a fi gu re
head, common enoug n at th e period , such cha racte ristic was
often used as a disting uishing bit of descrip tion .

T hat the sloo p was able and a fast sailer we know, You

)OU'\ BkO\\":'\'~ !\.XI'Y III

will see how she behaved in the dead of winter well out in
the Atlantic pbying rebel tag with Briti-h ships, Captain
j ohn Pau l j ones ex ulted in her snowing a clean pair uf hee ls
to a much bigger enemy frigate. "Our 'nair-breadth 'scape,'
and th e saucy man ncr of maki ng it, mu st have morti fied
him not a lit tle," J ones wrote to Adm ira l H opk ins,

It is a pity we nan: IlO contemporary drawing of the
little Kary, Our knowledge of her comes from allusions.
from scraps of manuscript written by her commanders and
her crew, from contemporary descriptions and from a rare
sketch or two of vessels of her time together with average
dimensions of body plan , spars and sails culled frum vnri
ous sources of the period . T he ship builders of the colonie
did not bui ld from models , rarc !v do we lind rccon..is of de
tail ed d rawings, and th en I thi nk on ly in th e case of ships
of considernhle impo rtance , like the fr igates I'ro~~";,It"J1I"t"

and W ar r ell built in P rovidence in 1776 fur the Continental
fl eet. O ccasional ly there comes to light a rather complete
document of instructions commissioning the building of J.

vessel according to rbe owner's description, Such a docu
ment is of great interest to one who loves ships; old Christo
pher Champlin , doughty R hod e b land merchant of 1773,
lef t one such description among his papers,

Those who rind pl easure in (he lines and mod el of a
vessel will enjoy the plan" and the photog raphs of the K il ty
a... reconst ru cted and carefu lly prepa red by ardent students
of mari time history ; these plans may be seen at the j oh n
Brown H ouse.

Inst ructions to Ca pt. \\ 'hipple
Cmmd" of th e Sloop Koty,*

By the Committee appointed by the General ..\s~mhl y

of the Colonv of R hode Islan d & P rovidence Planrarions to
act d uri ng the Recess uf the General As-cmbly.

lnsrru ctions ro be observed by Captain Ab raham
Whipplc-c-Conunander of the Sloop Knty in the Service
of the said Colony.

* ' I~. in Ii, I. II. S.• S<:t'" p~gc ](1.1.



1676- 1n oC II ..WTI'R II.

"

The Development of The Neck
:\ Ch ron icle of th e East Side of Provid ence

by JO II ~ H u'rc m xs C\VY, F.,\ .I.:\ .

(C""tim", J Jr',m Rh"J" / il'l'/ J I/ iit" ,,·, 1'" 11",,,, II , S '" I , t · ' '.»

D uring the first forty years after its set t lemen t l ' rovi
deuce had been exclusively a communit y of planters. Thi...
was onlv natura l, since food was the fir-r con-ideration and
the main supply could be obt ained only from the soil.' T he
reconstruction period after the Ind ian attack in 1676
marked the beginning of a com mercial and indus trial
development. Shops were opened in [he town in wh ich
farming tools, building materials, food, and clothing could
be obtained . I n addit ion to the gri~t mill and tannery. both
of which were re buil t , a ...aw mill and an iron works were
established.

.\ ferry was put ill opera tion acro-c- Seekonk ri ver in 1679
at X ar row pa"~ge for the accommod ation of traffic ove r
Indian trails to He-ton and Plymout h. A fran chise was
granted to Captain And rew Ed mund s for [hat purpo'.'e by
the town, :l~ well a... two acres of land where on to bui ld a
home by the landing , where Red Bridge now -rand-." Four
vears later the tUWIl survevor- were di rected " with all con
venient :-peede" to "sta te a high way" to the fcrrv.' T his
ext ended from the T owne street to Seekonk rive r, foll ow
ing approximately rhc lines of the pre~ent :'\lcet ing, H ope,
Angell, South Angel l and Ea:- t River :. t rec t~ .

Althoug h t he wa ters of X ar ragnn sct t bay had been used
since the ea rliest vcars of the colon v fur tra ffic with Ports
mouth and X ewpo rr, and for t he o~ca:-i olla l transporta tion

' F,I"a rJ Fi\'IJ . Suu "f Hh,..J~ / ' /,1,/,1 ,m'! /' " ..dJ",/,,, /' /,m' .)I;','" u'l
t lu f.-,i</ '.J f Ih" C""II" ,\' : A Il j,I'_q ' ( 1I",t" l1, 1'JII.!) , he-reafter Fid ,L II•
.' 1'9.

" f . . R. P., " 111, H .

' //;i'/ , 129 .

Nicho'' Cooke Chairman

Instructions to Capt. Whipple
Comm' of the Sloop Katy

IU IO J>E I ~L.-\ :\" D H I::'")"ORYez
You arc to em brace the First suita ble W ind & Weath er

and proceed immediately with the: said Sloop, and rhe:
Officers and M en to her belongi ng und er your Com mand ,
off Sandy- H ook, and there cruise Fo urteen D ays for the
Packet expected from En gl and at X cw-Yor k with the Mi n
isteria l Dispatches, the M ail &C-During the Cruise off
Sandy- H ook you are to spea k with no Vessel unless it ap 
pears probable to you that she is the Packet.-l f you arc "0

fortunate as to mee t her vou are to take all the Le tters out
of her, land them at : urh - Harnpron and send them by
Express to the Deputy-Governor in this T own.-You arc
also to take our of her all the Arms Ammunition and war 
like Store s she may have on board, and light Sails if you
shall have Occasion for them fur the said Sloop 's Use, and
then dismiss the said Packer to pursue her Voyage. In Case
she mak es any Resistance you are to take her by Force.

After taking the Packet, or the Expirat ion of the said
Fourteen Day:-.. you are im mediately to proceed to the
Island of Bermuda to possess yourself of a Q uant it y of
Powder, in a :'\laga zine upon the said Island, and to take
the same on board your said Sloop, and immediatel y return
therewith .- In conducting this Enterpri se ever y T hing is
submitt ed to your Judgmcnt and D iscret ion with Respect to
th e most prudent M easu res to be taken to become :'\ I a~ ter~

of the Powdcr- \ \'e only recommend to \ 'OU to effect it, if
possible, wit hout desiring any other .\ s~ i :- t~ nce from the In
habitant s than bei ng piloted in, and having a G uide to the
.:\la gazinc ; and of Course vou will make no Use of General
\\'ashillgton\ ;\ ddre~~ to the Inh abitants unless it he abso
lurel y necessa ry.

At the Request of the Commit tee I have hereunto set mv
H and and Scal at Providence t his El even th Dar of Scp'
tem ber A. D. J i75 .

ISigned I
IElld ()r~ l'd I
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of sup plies and materi als fro m ether colonies, the porenrial
resou rces of the sea were not at first evaluated as an a......ct {O

P rovidence. The sea trade, which was des tined to become
an important factor in the later d evelopment uf the town ,
had irs origin ...hort ly after the settlement had been rebuilt.
In 16 811 E lder Pardon Til lingha...t , who had moved from
the north end of the town' tu a lot north uf the present
Transit Street origi nally owned hy H ug h Bcwin, wa
grnnred " a Li tt le Spotr of Land Iagai nst his dwelling place
above high water mark J of T wenty ffoort Square . fur }e
build ing him shelfe :\ store ho use. with ye pricveladgc of
A wbcrfc Alsoe.,,--, T his was t he fir... t wharf built in the
town ; before the end uf the ccnturv oth ers were erected
along the water front as far nor th ~s thr.: presen t M arket
Sq uare hy certain townspeopl e who foresaw more profits to
he mad e from seafa ring than from farming . Am ung their
number were Arthu r Fen ner and his ...on-i n-law Gideon
Crawford , whose wharves and shops ad joi ned one another
j ust sout h of the pre-cu r Crawford Street. Capta in FUlIIer.
a former lieutenant in Oli ver Cromwel l 's ar m}", ...ctt led in
Providence about 16-1- 7 and wa-, town trea...urer 1672 - i J.
lie erected two house.... one on a large estate ncar Seekonk
river" and the other in the present city of Cran..ton.' Craw
ford arrived in Providence in 1670. bough t the j ohn Field
lot and built a house where the O ld Stolle Hank ... rand .
O thers who en tered seafaring trade were T huma... H urri .
Samuel W in-or , Samuel Whi pple, Thomas H opkin.... Zach
ariah F ield. P rovidence W ill iam.., Peter P lace, Ephraim
l'ra v, and J ohn Whipple, J r. By the end of the century a
trade was maintained tv the W e-t Iudie s and other colonic....•

• ~ee page JI . ChapIn I . .I ~ n . , 'H.

5 f.. R." ., \"I 1I. 61 .

~ Cinrru.le~. Kil11 h;l l1 , f',,~.j,/(,,{( i" C,,/,,'liJ! Timn ( II" (Oil, !'JIll.
hcrc.rftcr Kimball, p. llll. T he hnu'e W~, located nor the pre-cut (;,~\"ernor

Street.

7 f ,/{-l \' R. ! . II ,)!" " , p. ,24.
• Fjd J , 11 , 19 :;.

'rru: Dt,\ Fl.ol' \ IE."\T OF T I lE ."\FCK

I n view of the increa..ing deve lopment along the water
frunt by private owner-, the town determined to reserve
certain of its water rights. Accord ingl y. in 168 I . it was
voted " t hat there ...hall be a ..uriicient high way kept for ye
Townes use of three pole ... wide from the Towne ..t rcet to

ve water ..ide. that yc Towne may if they sec Cause lwhich
thev never did \:-ett up a wade at ye End of it"." T he loca
tion ...e lected was opposite \\'cyho~se t Point. ncar rhe eastern
end of the bridge which formerl y had spanned the rive r
there." T he Towne ... rrcct was becoming -.0 hea vily rrnveled
that in the ...arne year the General A~"t"mhl y enacted the
first traffic regulation , forbidd ing riding " a gal lup on horse ,
gelding or marc, ill the -rreer lying ngainsr the grea t river
... between the land of Pardon T ill ing hast, and the north 
cr lv cur-ncr of John W hip ple, Sen ' r, where his dwelling
hO~I:'-L' stands" in' the north end under penalty of a ti ne of five
... hillings for each otle n:.-e. ll

In orde r to pro' ·ide access to t n t: farms located in the
nor therl y p.:trt of the Xeck thc town " ..tared" :.-e \·~ra l ro~ds

during this period l:-ee map opp. page 86) . by which action
certain cartwavs or trails which already were in general use
were established or " rectified ." O ne of the ea r fic-t of t hese
was the Common Road to Pawt ucket which provided inter
course with Blackstone \ ·a lley. T he year of its origi n is
unkno wn hut it was rcfcrred to in 1684- as 'l ye ancien t
L\ Coman Road ." " T he town ..urvevur wa.. directed in that
..a rne year " in sum Convenient time' , to1state ye Hig hway
from 't he head of the lane Called Dcxrers lane [Olney
Street 1& so throug h the grea t swampe frum ye said lane to
runn at the place called ye first openi ng ; " II ~Iorri ~ Avenue
i... its present name. And in town meeting. 16 85. it was
" Ordred that a hig hway shall he & Rcmainc from the La ne

• E. R. P., \"111 , 1f\6.

In See p~ge H , Ch apIn I . J an.. '4 3.
II R./. C. R., Ill , ms.
" E. R. P., \ ·111 , I Hl.

13 Ibid , 14 2.
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called H earnrous lane E astward through the pla ce called
th e second openi ng in ye great swampc & so to ye salt water
about yc poynr called Swann poynt;":" thi s highway is now
Rochambeau Avenue fr om X orth M ain Street as far as
Blackstone Boulevard , from which point northeastward it
is known as the Old Road on property of Swan Point
Cemetery.

A highway was orde red in 1683 " from yc T owne up int o
ye Countrey through Loquasqussuck woodcs?" which
branched northwesterly, at the present Branch Avenue,
from the Common Road to Pawt ucket, followed Smithfield
Avenue through Pawt ucket, and continued on the line s of
Cobble H ill Road and Louisquisset Pike in Lincoln, :\
road to "Wanskuck meadow" was stated in 16R5, follow
ing Branch Avenue westerly from Sm ithfield Avenue ."

As P ro vidence increased in size and im portance more
st rangers had occasion to visit the town , and it became nec
essary to provide for their comfort and entertainment. I n
the earliest days the only lodgings available for visitors
were in pr ivate houses and, as the accommodat ions of few
of th ose houses exceeded two rooms, the g uest quarters were
neither sumptuous nor particularly pr ivate. T he first tav
ern on the T owne street of which t here is record was th e
one opened by J ohn W hipple in 167+, '7 halfway up Con 
stitution H ill. T his was foll owed by another, immediately
north of the home lots, mainta ined by E pc nctus Olney. I n
a more sccludcd spot some distance to the north ( Abbott
Street ) Roger :'\l uwry had for some years cond ucted an
" ordinaire"! ' in a house, erected in 1653, which survived
until about 1900 .' "

" IMd, 139 , 149 . Ben j ami n ll car nton was owner of meadow ll\d

swamp land through which the lane ran .
I: , E. R. P., vur. 1J2.
16 IbU , 159.

,. E. R. P., 1\., 1\ .

U E. R.I'., II , 22.
'u Sec page 2i , Chapt er I, Jan., ' B.
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T owards the end of the century public houses were he
coming more nu merous and more commodious. On e of
these was built by Epcncrus Olney, replacing his former
tavern which had been destroyed by the Ind ians. It stood
for many years and was the rendezvo us for travelers over
the Common Road to Pawtucket. T he town stocks were
erected on D exter 's lane , adjoi ning the tave rn," and, close
by, a blacksmith shop was established by J ohn Ol ney in
1699.'" Another tavern , opened 1685 by Will iam T urpin
a short d istance north of Olney's, within the present Car le
ton Davis Boulevard , was maintained for several genera 
tions and was used at times for sessions of the Genera l
Assembly and town meetings."

The houses erected after the burning of the town in 1676
ret ained the gen eral characteristics of those of the ear -lie r
period " but usually were of somewhat greater size. In addi
tion to the " hall " the first floor included a kitchen, set in a
rear lean to, and one or more bed rooms. Some of the houses
had a full second storv in which the chambers were located .
T he stone end chimoev was wider than that of the ear lier
houses; it contained firep laces for the " hall " and kitchen
and sometimes included another in the second storv. T he
Eleazer Arn old house" in Saylesville and the T homas
Clemence" house in J ohnston are surviving examples of
dwell ings of tha t per iod .

The 17th century closed with three public undertakings.
T he first ja il was built 0 11 the T owne street, about +00 feet
south of Dexter 's lane." T he first church edi fice was built
for the Baptist society by E lder Pardon T ill inghast at the

2" E. R. P., \"111 . 142.
21 E. R. P., XI. 49 .
22Su ples, p.602; E. R , I'. , XII I, 9.
2 3 See page 28, Chapter I, .Ian.,' 4 .1.
2. E (lrl)' R. I . f/ (Jw n , P. 41 .
" Cad.,-; " The T lwrnas C1em cnc~' House," R. I . II . S. C. , XXXI\',

p.65.
" ~Staple,. p. 179. T h.. location W J S between th e pr e' el'lt Xorth :\l ain

JnJ flcncht SlrCC1S , ncar thei r j nuctiou .
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present corner of Xorth M ain and Smith srrects ; though
humble in character , being " in the sha pe of a hnycap, with a
firepla ce in rhe midd le, the smoke escaping from a hole in
the roof,":" thi.. buildi ng was the foreru nner of the pre-em
First Bapti-t .:\lcct ing l Iouse. Fi nally, a trac t of common
land was orde red "for the use of mill irarev afiai res for
training of souldicrs 6; ct r ; &: also to a place to'Ix- for the usc
of Buireing of the dead ,"- ' this being the or igin of the
North Burial Grou nd .

W hen the l Rth century opened the colony of Rh ode
Isl and was composed of nine corporate towns whe-e rela 
tive standing in wealth may he inferred by the proportion
ing of a colon)' tax of ,t:-I- ()(J in J70 I, as foll ows: Newpor t
.t112 lOs, P rovid ence .1.:65, Kingstown .1:61 l Os, Westerly
£2 -1-, W arwick £23 , Portsmouth £20, j amestown £19 ,
[Easr ] Greenwich 1: 13, and Xc w Shoreham £ 12."" New
port's high rating was due to the sea trade in which her
townspeople had engaged from the early r ears of the
settlement. P rovidence, still principally a farm ing com
munity, was j ust awakening to a reali zat ion of t he potent ial
resources of the sea.

By act of the General Assembly in 170J th e colony wa..
divided into two counties designated , respectively, Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations. each having two in
feri or courts of common pleas." Rhode Island County
included Xewport and Portsmouth on the i..land of Rh ode
Island, Xew Shoreh am on Block Island , J amestown on
Conanicur Island , and the other islands in Xarrugansett
bay. T he county of Providence Plantations comprised the
mainland towns of Provid ence, Warwick , East Greenwich,
Kingstown, and Westerl y.

P rovidence, at that time , had about 1200 inhnbirants.
Alt hough the seafa ring activities had effected a commercial

'1 Kimball, p. U2.
2" E.R. P., XV II 1,2.
2" R"I" C. R., III , 426.
~o R.I. C. R., lJi , 4ii -<4- i 9 .
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gr owth in the southern part of the town the ind u..t rial cente r
continued , for the time being , in the north end. In 170-1
William Edmun ds ope ned a blacksmith shop and W ill iam
Smith opened a weaver's ..hop," both located nca r the
Olney tavern which -tood at the presen t corner of Xorth
M ain and Ol ney -rrcc t<, In 1706 land wa.. gran ted to
Richard Ar nold and lohn Smith on the ea-t side of M os
hassuck river, below 'the g rist mill, for setti ng up a saw
milL>:

M ost of t he inhabitants lived in dwel lings 0 11 the east
side of th e T owne street. The wharvc.. and wareh ouses of
the sea merchant s were conveniently located opposite their
houses on the water front. T he farmers, on the ot her hand•
were obliged h) rruss the river to reach t heir meadows and
gra7.ing lands beyond Wcybosset Point ; ..orne of them
alread y had erected dwe llin gs on their farm s. A bridge
had been erected in t 660 where M arket Square i.. now hut
had not long survi ved." T he on ly public la nd de..ignarcd
betwe en the T owne ..rrcct and the water front was a high
way ( page 85' ..rated in J681, which practically coincided
with the por tion of the present M arket Square between the
School of Design auditori um and the .\larket Build ing. T he
farmers cro--cd the r-iver in boat:' and canoes and sometimes
made usc of a ford ( fro m the presen t Steeple Street to
Washingt on Row ) th rough which they rude on horseback
or drove their carts. In the summer of 170.. the T own
Council took Hers to remed y those primitive condi tions
in two ways , fir-r, hy design ating a portion of the water
front as common land and , second , by initiating a move
men t for a new bridge across the river.

T he problem of the water rights arose as a result of the
increasing number of req uest.. for wareh ouse Jots. T he
purchasers and proprietors ga'·c warning "how greatly
de rremenrul l it will proovc &: he unto the T owne if so there

U E. R. P., XI, i9-RO.
v u«. XI, 102 .
33 Sec r ag", 35, Chapter I, ) 2n., '.0 .
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should be a grant of waare house letts all along the Salt
Water by the T owne Streete, by reason that People thereby
would be so much obstructed of Recou rse to and from rhe
W aterside as they han: Continual! ocation for; . ... because
there is so Constant a Passing to & from the Towne side to

\\"arhor~u side Cross the Water & from W aybc y-ett side
to the T owne with Cnnnooes & Boares, Ridcing & Carting
& Swimming over of Cattell from side to ... ide; & the
Srreame often times Running so swift, & many times Roug h
W ater by Reason of stormy W inds, whereby neither Can
nooes Boares nor Carrell swimming can make any Ccrtainc
place to land, hut must land where they can git on shore,
which if the land by the shore were appropreated it would
hinder any landing & :;0 damage accrew.":" Accordi ng ly,
it was ordered that all of the land between the T owne street
and the salt water from T homas Field's home lot (ncar
Crawford Street ) northward to T homas Olnev's home lot
(ncar the railroad viad uct) , as wel l as the shore above
Wcvbossct Xeck, should " be & Continua llv Remai ne in
Co~on . n T he area defined was bounded, roughly, by the
present Crawford, South 2\1J.in. Xorth M ain , and Steeple
streets, M emorial Squa re , E xchange Pl ace, Dorrance and
D yer stree ts, and Cra wford Bridge . W hile it is a matter
of record that the major part of the area so designated has
not " continuall y remained in common" t he town's order
undoubtedl y prevai led so long as the river was forded hy
carts and swu m by cattle and, therefore, fu lfill ed its purpose:.

T he T own Council appointed G ideon Crawford and
j oseph W hipple a committee "to Enqu ire of the inhnbitnnts
of Providence, & also of other Persons El sewh ere in the
Coun try to sec what they will Contr ibute to the huildi ng
of a Bridge, from the T owne side of t he salt water ..... he
gini ng against ye west E nd of the lott whereon Daniell
Ablo rr his dwell ing house stand eth [the site of the prcscut
P rovidence Washin gton building I, & so cross the wate r

U f. R. I '., XI, ~Ool.

unto the hill called Wavlxe,et":" which covered the area
between the present T urks llead and the Arcade. Several
years. were required to finance the project but by 171 1 a
sufficient sum of moncv had been raised to warrant its
underta king. T he Gen~r.11 :h semhly sanctioned the pro
ceeding in that year and granted £200 (Jut of the genera l
treasury towards the construction of the bridge at \ \'ey
bosser and of two others spanning Pawtucket ( Blackstone)
and Pawruxet rivers, rc-pectivel y.08

Weybosset Bridge and its approaches, which were backed
up with earth , extended from the north side of the present
M arket Build ing to T urks} lead . It was about 14. feet wide.
having one section constructed in such J. wav that it could
be moved to permit the passage of boats into 'the cove. T he
bridge was carried away by J. [rcehct and was rebuilt. about
1719, at the expense: of the town.':

\\'ith the completion of the three bridges traffic was
greatly facilitated on the main road which ran through the
colony from Pawtucket river to Pawcatuck river, over which
was the principal part of the travel between Xlassacbusetts
and X ew Yor k." T his road followed the lines of the present
M ain Street in Pawtucket; X c rrh ~hi l1 'street, Ylarket
Square, \\'cybosscr Street. and Broad Street in Providence ;
Broad Street in Cransron , and the Post Road in Wa rwick,
East G reenwich, Xorth Kingstown, South Kingstown,
Charlestown, and \Vesterl y.

In 17 12 the town g ranted to Xarhaniel Brown of Reh o
both, a newcomer to Providence, " halfc one acre of land
lieing on Waybos-et Xeck berwcenc ~I r. W aterman his
:\ Iarsh & the salt water; the which he might have the use
of for building of vessels thereon.":" The site was near t he
presen t corner of Pine and O range streets. T he adven t of

"~ E . R. r., X I . or.
"" R.I.C.R., J\ ·, u s.
3T Staples, r. 198.
3" IhiJ . p.I l< 7.
3' E. R . f ' .. XI. 1, 1< .
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ship building was a distinct ~tcp in the early mariti me
hi-tory of the town.

The com mencement of the importation of brick at t he
turn of the ccururv initiated a change in dwelling house
design to the -rvlccommonly identified a-, Colonia l. W hile
end-chimney hou'e~ I page Wi I were nut uncommon during
the transition period brick grnd uallv superseded field stone

for their chimneys and fireplaces. .\ n example wa-, the
d wel ling buil t hy Zachar iah j une- abcur 171u, pu rcba-ed
shortl v afrcrward- hy Captain j ohn Crawford . which stood
until the year I fl9R on rhc part of :'\l ill Street now incorpo
rat ed in Schlc v S quare." E xcept for the u-c of brick thi:,
house foll owed do~:: !y the ear lier type of de~ i gn and con
str uction , vven to the u~e of the ancient summer beam."

' ''Thc ~JUJrc wa' J(i,,·n its nome 1>., Cit." Council resolution. ,\l.Iy I,.
I '}.!!>. in htlll"r of R ,:~ r Adruir.rl \ \"in fid ,l ~CO:1 :-'dlk, " hI) ddl';]lnlthc
~pani;]rJ~o lf ~Jn liJgn, Cul>~ • .lui.' 3. I j\ '}j\ " '

., f,arl...' R. I, 1I ,.w t J, r. 'i2.

Thc firer de parture from the end-chimney plan was the
2~-story h\)u"e with twu room- on a floor , -epurated by a
small :-. rairway ha ll and a large central chimney. Each mom
had a fi replace, hut not of a size comparable to thu-.e of the
ea rlier period. T he next :-.tep was to build a wing or [canto
at the rea r with another ri replacc installed ill the chimnev.
T he natura l sequence wa-, :1 rectangular house wit h rive
rooms on a fluor and a large central chimney with fireplaces

1'1I1lI PTII.I ,I'''.1!''1 IlOt'H (c-. 1 ; 10 )

in t he principal rooms. Tb i-, plan was foll owed in [he d well
ing erected by Philip Till ing hast IC. J71 0 ) which stood
until recent vears 0 11 Sourh :'\Iain Street. T he order lv
arrangement of windows, and the use of classic mouldings
and ot her det ails at the entrance nnd cornice , an: Colonia l
charactcrist ic, .
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Guile, and T homas Parker. " Near t he Olney tave rn
(page 89) a town pound was pu t up ill 1717.';

In 1718, 50 ho use let s wer e platt ed in the north end of
the town, averagi ng about 5000 square feet per lot, and
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'~ Thc "~U\cJ COl\\llIon" was a luge tract of bnJ. north of " "xmas
quatude( river, ordered in town rnccring, 16 :;11 , "rerretuall~' 10 l~e & be
in Cumun" ( I.". R. I' . , \"I II , I :;;). T hat order JiJ not hinder the town
from .lisf'05in~ of th\· lan.1 w pri"ale interests as oj-portunitics arose. T hc
dare of the roads nrigin is uncert ..in, hut it 1"15 idcnrificd in I ;.:!11 H

"the Ruad lhat Lca.ls from Provide nce T OI\ n T hrough the Haled Com
mon wcstw..rd" ( t'. R. P., IX, Ll).

U f .. R. I' ., ' ", 140 ; XI, ;f>, 1 In. T hc rua.! \\.1~ first I'wl-'<m:J in I in I
~n .1 W.lS srill heing- agitated in I iO!>; it probabl.\ was laid out soon after
Ih.lt .laIc .

.. f . R. 1'., XI. 140 , 14 :; ; 1'I.' ls of St rccr s ,md II igh \\.l.1"S in the T OlI'n
of l'rovi.lc ncc (on tile in Cil.l· H all). hereafter l'I ns of lI ; g h \\ ay ~ . l , 12.

«». R. I' ., IX, 2 .:! .

A~ farm s be came establis hed at spots so me what re mote
fro m the compact pare of the town it became necessa ry to
lay out mo re roads over which farm pro ducts could be
rrau-portcd to ma rker. O ne of these started from :'\loshas4

suck river, in t he northerly part of the X eck, and foll owed
the lines of the present C halkstone Avenue wc- rcr lv
throug h the " stared common?" to a point ncar :\ Iount
P leasant Avenue. :\ branch from tha t road , identified as
the road to W ionkhiege, was bid out 011 the lines of
Dougl as Avenue, Ea ton Street , Smith Street, and P utnam
Avenue to Smithfield. U Anot her , lead ing to P lainfi eld ,
Connecticut, was laid ou t in 17 14., branching from the P;lW
tuxct Road at the pre-em j unction uf Broad and Wevbos-ct
stree ts and followed \Vey bo:-:'t:t, Wc-tmin -ter and P lain
f ie ld streets." A branch of that road "toward s Ylashanta
tack" was ordered in 171 7'" this being the origin of C rall
ston Street I see map opp. page 86).

T he tavern», most of which were looted in [he north end
of the town , had increased in number to thirteen by 1717.
T he tave rn keepers licensed in that year included W ill iam
H arris, Will iam Turpin, j ames Olney , Benjamin Pott er,
j ohn H ouse, Samuel Irons, Will iam Edmund », j ames
Arnold, O thn id Gorton , J ohn Potter, John Sayl es, J ohn



were all ocated individuatlv to the prop rietor- or the ir
a-sig ns. The area so platted included a row of 12 lets (on
the south side of the present Olney Street ) nurth of and
adjacent to the northerurnost home lot of (I'll: 16.18 divi 
sion" and 38 lots within the area now hounded by North
M ain, Charles, Bark, and 1l ewes st reets. " " A street twenty
foot wide O\ 'eT 'stampers H ill" was recorded 0 11 the plat ,
later known as Sta mpers Street. It ran mid way between
t he present Nort h M ain and Hark st ree ts and became a part
of Carleton 1h\'is Boulevard ,.. in 193 I (sec map. page 95 l.
Also included in the second division were lands on the
southe rly and easterl y side of \\'c rbus~ t Street, u

T he first setting off of land for highway purposes within
the confine..~ of the original propriet ors' lots was Rosemary
I .ane . T his was hid out in I i ~o from a point on the T owne
street nearly opposite W cybossct Brid ge and ext ended up
the hill side through a portion of the Chad Brown lor" as
far as the present Benefit Street. Later it was known, sue
cessivcly, as Presbyterian Lane, H anove r St reet and,
finally , Col lege Street.

" 5\:e pJg\: U,. Chapter I. Jail., ' +1.

"Plau of fl ill' hwa.n , I, 12; ..\ Illal' of the house 1.00t' in the Town..
Street, StJmper:l ll ill, arcept cd 3J Fcbrv 1 ; 1 7 ·1~ (on rile in Ci ll' H all
anJ reproJ un,J on page '};) ; CaJr : ..T h.... Divisions of rhc 11 0m" I.o t:lof
Pro,·jJefl""," R. f . II . S. C. XXXI, 101.

'· Capt. J. Carl""un DJ,-i. of l' m,·iJ en".:, in "' hu·.... memory the 00,,1..
vaed ' ..... flam"J. \\1; an officer in the 26th D j,-j. ion, :\.E. F.. in \ \ 'orIJ
War I.

.1 Su r 1<:, p. 3"7 .

"t See plge 32. Chl pter I, Jan.. 'H.
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The Society's Original Manuscripts'

Capt. Robert Keayne's Note Books

By RI C II ARD L EBAROS B OW E S

T he vaults of th e Rhod e h lanJ Historica l Societv conuin mil"" Ieee
p].,euble and prjceless origi nal manuscripu, the deuiieJ rontent s o(whieh
JrC gen eully unknown. T hese unpubl ished m.anuseripts contain important
historicill source mat c:ri;1l rhar can ",dd to, and perhaps even change, KII1\e
of rhc early ;o.;".w F.ngb nJ hiseory a. now written.

C;lpl . Robe rt Keavn e, citizen an d merchant tailor of London, carn e 10

;o.;e"-' F.ngb nJ in the D' /I."·' , in 16H, He settled ae Boston", ",her .1
short stavat Ix nn. and with hi. wif e "i1i admirred to rhe church in H>3 6.
Ile c", rr;ed on'llarge bu,iness and left iI grea t eSUIC, In the .\ nnc H utch
[nson religious troubles when so many people were disarmed, including
th06C who left Boston to found Rhude 1l1.and , III were ordered to deliver
t heir arms at his house before 30 NUl'. l oJi.

Il l,' Wl S 3 brother-in-law of Rev. John W ilson, hal'ing married I\nn,
eleer of Elizabeth who marr ied John wilson , both daughters of Sir John
"hnsti eld ~ , \ h ller of the :\l inories, and Qu een's Surveyor.

Kobe n Keavn c was in I"C h.abil of making elaborate notes of the see
mom preached b~' Rev. John COlton and Rev. John Wilson. and also of
what took place in certain of Ihl: church meelings. T hese nOld were con
tained in i1 t least three known books,

T he third of hi s manuscript note books, the tim e nlry dared 4- e)
Feb. 16 4- 3, .anJ the Iast enlr~' 19 :\ pr. 164- 6. referred 10 in 2 Prf'Jr ••\I.JJI.
Hlsr, S,-<"., 1"01. \ . (IMII9- lil90) . p. H ; . i. in Ihe por.se14ion of Ihe Rhode
hunJ H i. tOrical Societ~· . Thi, bool conu ins 4- il2 closel~' wriuen pages
';}oS " x ; ~", b~' 1.0" th id, bound in Ihe ori ginal 1calhc r COl'en , on on e
of which ue st ill alt .ached hilh'cs of Ihe [wo original brass Cbips.

On the rut') of Ihe III' leaf is wr iuen : " Roben Kenne of Busl: :'\ew
F.nRland his Bool 16H "':"', I>riee' r,"." On Ihe insiJeof thc coI'er is wri ll en

.,..,...., o,i,in.1 m.n.."".i pl d""" ......n lO . , r I '>oc in:,·'. nlOt' ...I...bl.. po. ..... ion••
Only. Ic.. o f Ihnn hI' '' brcn ""bl i.hrd••n,J Ih I .... ,rn... . lly un kn.... n. Th.ou,b
Ill.. ,....n T......TCh hob•• h..'r " ".hJ ..n m.Il Y 01 ,h..m ~nd h. , <<{Ui .~d • ' p<'Ci ~ 1

kn o,,·I~d,.. ..l oom nd ~ ,~n~ral kno.. I..J, ....1 olh~.... I' i. p.op d 1<' publi,h >
'''Tin of ..lid... br;~llJ' d ibin' ,h..... , ... i..u. d,...u n,~.. '" '-I•• R,," . n h... kindly
, ,,n... nl~,J 10, .I>rl ,, If Ihc i , " hi,1I br,i" . in ,h i. numb<- ,- EJ .

, II r li" r d opP'"it.. 'h r " td mukrl pl.« (old "Ul. U"u .~ lo,n on ,h r Soulh "OTnr .
.. I \\'~"h i .. , lon .nJ SI. ' .. SI'....lo IS"',, '. l li " . • j !la'I.... 1'.1 171. In II, . "ill h~

1.11. I..,«y " I [lOO ." " ..d. Ih. huilclin, "f . h" . !on Tow n h..",•.
2 0\'<'1:<' EO/ r l . " .1 Jf i , ' o, i( ,,1 ff G,,, ,.I.r;o'.1 KHOI ST ~: k . ""I. \"I , p. I ~6 .

' Tll i• •er r" cnl, 'be r u"h, ... rri« r "iJ f'" Ih.. hl.>ok " "h' h...,k.

T i lE :,OC IET\"':, O KIG I :\".-\L .\I:\ :\ L':'CRII'T :' 'It)

"Goodm: ' !unn inK": " T his hnul W;lS in the F"*"14ion of Dr . Thom as
H . webb and exhib ired h~ him .H;l m"el ing of the \l n u chusetts His
wricOlI ::'ociel," hel J in I "6; . On ", slip of p"'pe:r pmed in the front of th e
book is the following memo randum, written bv .-\..-\. Foloum, J ..led 16
Xoccrnbcr 11\94- : '

"This ,'olu.me .1'I't'Jrr to contain Ihe subst;lnce nf nposi lor~ di,
courses ddl\'cred on Lord's Dsv af ternoons in Botton bv Rev. \l r.
IJohn J Cone n from 1M3 to 164-6,with anocnsion;ll ca~ of churc h
d iscipl ine ; the 'uh.uncc ",I" 'of lectures by Rev. 'I r, (John) Wilson.
I{,.J; . ",n.:! '" k-clure b.' Ke\" . \l r. [Thomas] Cobhcl (Te"'cher of
the churc" "11.,'n n in 1{' ; 2 ) ;11 Boston. :\. L •.\1 · ; .1 3. IMi ."

:\"01 onlv "JS Ih is Ihi d note book of Ken- ne', never been transcribed
but ..1:10 ii' probable- " .., never been completely read, lnd mU SI contain
source historic ..1nuter i.11 of importance, for Keaync .......s a rlrn bling ..... rirer
and had a "ncw, insrincr" unequalled b~' ,lnr other Clrly :\ew England
writer, as is so well illuslr..led Ill" hi. will , which i, umloubledll' the most
""Iur llinou, carl," one un rel'ord: conlai ning rsa manuscr ipt p..~e., -Ihe
"last will & testcmcut uf me. Ruhe rl Kcavn e, all of it written whf m v
nwne bands & bq:Ull h:' IllC !IlO: 6: 1:16 ;'3 comonly :\ ul(u, t - li n isheJ
Ii December 1(" .1, " In th is will. besides d ir~-clinR the disposa! of hi .
propcrt~·, he rambleso n with diS("uuions uf his own religiuu. "pin ions, and
expla na t ion of h is riches, hi. private life, the allilirsof the T own of Rostun.
ere. :\ tru ly remJrbhle dccumenr , contai ning more h illnr iul sou rce
mat erialthan is founJ in ;ln" other earll· lI ' i JJ recorded . Th is document i.
pr inted verbatim in the R,'/",rt "/ tlu Ru orJ Commi" i', .un , Ruslnn. \'01.

X (l!i"6), pp , I 10 :; ~.

T he second m.anuloCripl nole hool, commenc ing 13 :\" " , 1 63~ , i. in
Ihe ~ion of Ihe \hsu ch ulC'Ui H illor ical Soe i e t~' . T he IC'COnJ ;1nJ

' I'T"b~bly ,h.. ~: Jm..nJ " .... 'lint"> ~,.. 40. .. ho carn.. I" ~ .." En,b nd in lljl ~, in
Ih.. .i bi,Jil, R,.. b<-n II , d ,,, .-II. m~ 'I..r, brill,;n[l" .. ilh him hi. "i l.. \ 1..,.. ~,.. 10 " .
d. ..,h'rn '-I' n ' .nd _\'1'1'. ~nJ "''I \ !ah...I....I. Tnprt ' i,.-I". \I, 6. ~nd 1 ~r> .. ,, / ~, .
C;'M>d,· \ I...... in,., hi. "i l..... .. >dmil~ 1.. 1b.. D.-oTCoor..r ,h..rd . 16 Apr. 16" 1. II ..
. ..rtl ..... in [). ,' ch... ' ....... hrn· h.. h ~,J ,r~nl' 01 h ..d in 16"1. >m" .. , Ihnn " \ 1",,'1
J, 1~ n d." T hi' i.bnd i. n~m..d "'I Ih.. I>"...hnl...- R "rd., in 1"1 - >n,J 161 ~. " \ 1>.. -
'lin,' '-I".""..," I' i " I"..,r, .n i.!.nd, hnin, ~bo lM~ 1 b...-n j"inr ,J , ,, ........nl.. m
by >'1 ... i ri(i~ 1 i"hn, , in ,onn""li" n ..-ilh l hc " h"" " n 'c "r,. II r h ~,J l hr....
"''1 ' b. pli ,r,J in D"" hnlr T, b<-.. in, !h.. ,in,,,I.. 'I, m "I U . " ' f,H , b., .-\1'" I"P,
H,f•• ,., b. ~ "<pl . I f\-.J il, . nd r"k.-J" 'J. b. 21) (kl. 1642._h.. I•• , ,hild , ""...·JI, I .

f.dmuml " ..nni n,. ,..lu,nrd I" t:..,bnd, II r " , ,· F. \".1.." I....nd hi, "ill in
En,l.nu. ,,~rr... .. " ,0/ Dcn, r . cu, .:...... Ih....np,,, liu hl.. or" .nl "I (; .. u"), .. J. in
166~ . llc~" I. ,,,. "",J.. I" 11",..,,;//, R" u, .. >'1.1 1'.1< , 1." .1. If i. "ifc ,\1.,lti",
hr.ideo £In lell ' hr h"u... ~.. ld "M'..!' "hi,h h..r h,h,·, , . , .. 1,.,,-"'''' '' brJ.
onr I.,hl" , uhh" r,l. on' ~"'!r ( ,id , hr.I, "nc hn.. 1',,1. ,»" Jrippi,,~ p..' .",J f" u,
1'111 , pl.lrc"," ICm , \I' l j k F.C; r"T f:R. ,'"I. XXVII I. Pr. I~H. \lJ .

• T hc iuli, ' .re Ihc " , iler' ••
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third volumes correspond in ,icscrirt;on almost CX;lCl1y - qll.UlO "O!UlllC5

of ahout ·411-1- closely wrioen pages. bound in ori);:in.11 leather, etc. Sec
2 Pror, ,\I,m, /I ii!. Sf,["., vol. v, ( 1ssc- t 11 9 0 ) , p. -Ll 'i.

The fi rst an,1 earliest manuscript notl' hoo~. coll1Tl1clwing in 16 .1 8,
whereabouts unknown in l I'i HS, was copied b.l' F u a :'liks ill I;i 1 when
he "-JS minister at X cwpor t, Rhode Island . T his ~tiks ,lIS. ror.l' is now
among- thl' papl'fS of I' residen t ~lilc" in the Library of Yale Univcrsitv,
i!1SnibcJ: ",-\ccmml of the ,\ 1~ . from which [ transcribed the following
accounts or \ 1" H utchin' '' 11 s: x t Lcnrlul''. My Ena :-;li1cs." T he con
terence of the Elders of Massnchusctrs with :'lIt. Kuhn ! Lcmhall, of
w cvmou th. w as transcribed, with nO!<:5, bvthc H on. [. H ammond Trum
hulj and printe.l in th,-, Ct"/X'f'J.;,ltif"'I.li QII.It'ltd.,·: rol. XIX (1 ~ 7 7 ) ,
pp. 2J2-14lo!. Prof. Franklin H. Dcxn r, of Y.II,-, l ln in :r,;it.I·, transcrihed,
with notes. the " Trial or .\l rs. :\nn,", H utch inso n" which w" printrcd in
2 Pro, . J!Ju . l li' f. Soc., vol. 1r ( 1ilil il ), rr- 1~9-191. Dr. ~lib' pre
fawry remarks are givcn, parts of which arc:

" This .\l S. in 12"" '. is in,nihed in the Beg inning ' Rohert Keayne
of Boston in :SeW Fngbn.! his B ( ~ JJ.: e . .-\nno. 16 ,HL Price 4 .'1'
[ talc him to hal'e been .1 Brot her In L., W 10 Rev. .\1' \\' i l>o n , & 10

have written this at the T ime of t he Chh mcctin!(, & from the
Mouths of the :'p,-,aJ.:en: & when enkring .\ 1' Wilsons Discourse,
calls him Rr',th ,.r W ill" , /{.

"T'his .\1:'. W.1S found, among a Familv Collection of Hoo ks & .\Ianu
scripts of the R,-, ,·. .\1' \V ilron, first Pastor of Boston ; which were
lodged at length in thl' Familv of Low at Warren or Il"rringwn in
Rhode Island . These .\l SS. h"gan to he disperse.! abc,ut 17;0 or
17/,0 , when th,-, R,-, I·. Solomon T o"' n;'l'nd' of B.Jrrington r~·,cu,-,d

this & sundry .\IS~ in .\1' '\' il" m'$ o"'n handwriting. Aud he lent
thi$ to me. T he Suc(es.1Oion, &c:-

" Rl·I·. In" Wilson of Hosron ... Lihrarv & .\l SS. descended to Rev.
jnv W; ),o n ju n" of ;\I ed fielJ .. died' 1691,
D r. .In" Wilson of Brant rcc

.\1' Jno Wilson Elect Pastor of Swanz.,· or Harrington l t hen in
l\-Iass.l; d ied in 171 .' befor-e O rd ination . T h is bro't th" Library
thither. His Widow married R" I·. :\1' Samuel Terry about 1720; &
his Sister Elizabeth 111. Sam. Low of Barrington . T he Lih)' came

--
• F".m [hi. r~tonl1h ",il~r h . ~<l ..<l..d 16 1M ''' o '' ~ dala throwin~ impo,tan[

, ddi l;on. [ Ij~hl on , n ~ Ijl~ "I R~,'. San",. l S ""' man "I,,, 'tHI.d al Rthob"lh lh...
hund,~d )"uro '1(" lhi. ,prin~ (194.1).

'S,.),m,,'n T"" n ,~n d . , n,liH ,,I H"",,n, ~,ad(J,,.d al Ih", ..d l'"ll ..~ . in 1-1,;
",d,in~d p"'l'" "I lh~ CunF,p,ion,1 ( 'nu" h al H a rr ; n ~l " n ( dwn in ~ta ... 1 22 Sopt.
1742i <1i~d in olli<~ 2'i Dc<. 1:'%, a~~d .il(hl}' yun [2 }'roc. .\I ..". IIi" . So," vol.
IV, r. 161 I.

into :\-1 '-' . Low's Hands. After her Death th" .\ISS. were dispersed.
Dr. J ft" \\'il~'n Ph.• educated at Harv . ColI., settled J phy,ici3ft at
Sherburn.

Aug , 12, I i7 1"

T he fullowing is from Fa a Stiles' ,US.f/if/a",')', Orloh~r 1782, quuted
by Prof. Fran klin B. Dexter, of Y31e en i , e r~ i t: " , in 2 Proc. ,l !<JJJ. l fi, ! .
Sv"'" '"01. 1\ ' , Pl" 1(,1 ,2 :

".\1rs. F liz;' . Lm' was the D[ aug htu l uf Dr. J ohn W ilson, Esq.,

of Brmrrce, who wa~ SOft of Revd. .In" . \ \'ilson, of Med field , the son
of ReI' . jn'' Wilso n, first Minister of Heston . She had a brother,
,\ 1' )no. Wi l~ J1l , of Presid' . H olyoke's Cl.tss l i U5, Preacher at Bar
rington & l'astor Elect the re, who died before O rd in&. at Harrington,
then SWanLI", & W3i buried at Rehoboth ahout l i20 , or before
[There is no record of hi, death or burial at Rchobotb ] ,

" .\1'" . EIiL' . W ilson married 1\-1 '. S.1rn l. Low, of Barr ington ( t hen
in 1\-1 a<.<. I , J wealthy yuung Farm er, before I j20, & had Chi ldren
from 1720 to l i 30, and di ed, perhaps about l i H ae(.-. [ fnten
rion was filed at Barr ington 31 Jan. 1 7.l ~ / (' for the m . of Samuel
Low, of Har rington, an d Isabel G reen, of Warw ick],

"She W.1S.1 Woman of great Beaut y, a tin" G~niu!, elegan t & anirn.uc
composition, Purity of La ng uage , eminent Piety , & of e\'ery Excel
lenc.I·. She corresponded with all the .\linistas. \Vould have made
a Hi,hop a better \!'l ife than a fermer. Of g<XlJ J udg l • in el'"r:-"
T h ing , nnl~' chusing a H usband..\ delicate Poet .

" :0.1'. " ' ilson, I'astor , Elc ct., &c., buildcd the elegant Scat where
t he fam Y of Lo w & judge ~l u l1l f' .! , .lfter",\1 lil·ed . .\1' Lo w be/,
this :;~al of .\1' W il,n n'! H eirs , as it had formerly been his fat he r
Low's."

Hook Review
R ltOl> t ['I .\ >; 1> C"'."~l~l. ~I o,t: y ", " rr- C"l"TFRFlitn,,;

8,v Richard LeB.uon H<>wen

I, ,,u.llr"'~ fl" G,~u,,1 en" of ,,,~ S" ,i,"-" of C"lo"id! W~rr

i~ f" ~ Sf"" Df Rh ,h [,!..~" .. ~,I l',,, , 'i.l,'~ ,-~ 1'1.. ~"'fi,,~ ,

l',,,,·id,·n.-c, 1'14".0,(.,-", <Io' lb, 112+ . rp.

Few I,isturi,'al treatises are as intere,ting ;IS this ",)UIllC, which treats
fullv of" lirtlc-known phase of colonial hisuuv. Counterfeiting, although
an inl.1gin,tti,-e and non -violent crime, is to-Jay in h"J odor. It was not
ever thus. The lndians. it seems, in c.rrh- ,b:, counterfeited their own



w~mrum . 'I'll .. di rrinK of silvce coins was not unknown Jn101l,l: t he C.lrly

Eng lish colon isu. \ \ ' h"n thc Ind ian ",us led the colonial govc m mcnu in
:" ,,1" Engb nd {O jUlie hills of credit. counterfeiting reached ilS h,,~·JJ.~·.

WH o as usual. produced inlbrinn and til" hills rapidly JeprC('iatcd.
T he hills were unpopuLar and mJn~' p<:rson. felt {hal thei r gcvcrnrucnts
h,;aJ cheated them. II .....;1$ J. Icmpt;llion 10 purchJ.S<: spurious bills at half
p rice. tnll. makinji: gooJ their ~. Furt hermor e. m..n}" inn<xcntl~·

accepted countcrf..it bills and had to uke the 10M unless thc~' could P'l"
the m on. I n consequence of Ihese fac to rs, it was somewhat Jifficult 10

induce grand or ~Iil juries to ;lCI ....ilh vigoe again> \ counterfeiters,

T hese conditions also account for the .urpri~ing bet thu m~n~· of the
earlv rounlerfeiteu belonged to the "best families". In :\I.l56.IehuJetl s
their unh included Percgrinc white, son an d namesake of the " :\ h~· .
Hewer babv", ~nJ in Rhod e !sh nd. S<.,,·cul member, of the Grecnrmn
f~mil~,on; of them ~ justice of the peKe.

These f~cu and manv olheTs are deduced bv :\Jr. Bowen from the
public records ~nJ from ~ontcmponry di~rics ~nj other documents, often
quoleJ at length and ~lw~~·s fully referenced. T o add to the interest of
the '-olume. m~n\· tinc illu~tUliom are incluJed. nUl onh- of I nJ i~ n warn
pum and of uri~us bills both genuine ~nJ eounterfcit: hut even of the
pin"T~· which nut ~11 the clever usul. succeeded in cheating, The unique
illustution& of the I i I ; bills J~-":T\-e special mention. for bills were
printed for Ihis purpme from the or;gin~l copper pl~te owned by the
Rhod c IoI~nJ lI i ltor ie~ 1 Societ~-.

T he stotv, while m'I>! complete ~_ reg~rJ~ Rhode IsbnJ ••heds new
light on c,)~nterfeiting .,,:-ti,·ities in colonial :\bs>~chu !'Cm ~nJ Connecri
cut ~s well. T here is ~ full index, ~nJ genealogies arc appended of the
Greenman, Lip pcncou, I...wton and O tis families.

T he p~reT, hinJinjl; ~nJ typogr~phy arc excellen t. T n)()gr~rhie~1 errors
arc e"n~picuol,n b~· their absence , the only one noted being in the second
foomorc on p"jl:e gj , where Danie l 'I'cule's plan to make himself "rreu
ingenuous is described ..s ..n ingenu ..us ide... but since the iJe" iudf w~, ..n
ingeniuus ..nc, JuuhtleiS the otherwise care ful compositors He at f..ult
here. In the ....· J ..vs whl,"n b.cl "f cue i, '" ..ften seen in the mcch..nical
p roJ uct i..n ..f thl"~,·e r..gc Mol. the w.. rlnun,hip ..nJ the eJiting ..f th is
, ..lume merit speci..l pr ..i!e. in ..dd ition tn the ~chobrshi p ..nJ hi,turiul
per-pect in ,hu wn by the ..uthor in the ~'r<,Ju(ti"n ..f the tell.
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Stephen I ra Peck Request
Under the will of Stephen Ira Peck, an active membe r

of the Society for JJ years, ( 19 10- 19.0) , the Society was
bequeathed the sum of $1,000.00 for genera l purposes .

T he Society is very gratefu l, and hopes that ;\ Ir . Peck's
beneficence will inspire others to do likewise. w. G . R.

Norman ~ 1. Isham Papers
Norman M orrison Isham, F.A. J.A., d ied at his home in

Wi ckford J anuary I , 1943, at the age of 78. H e wa s an
active mem ber from 1896 to 1942 when he was elected to
H onorary ;\ Iemhen.hip. For many years he served on the
Pu blication Committee .

A specialist in the fi eld of early American architecture
;\l r. Isham, in his research es, writ ings, lectures, and restora 
rions, made vast contributions to the interpretation of Colo
nial and Earl y Republ ic design, of which he was nati onally
regarded a pre-eminent auth ority.

Under the term s of his will his col lection of sketches,
d rawings , mem oranda, wr itings and hooks pertaining to
architecture as well as all pape rs and records embodying his
resea rch in relation to old build ings, were left to Comman
der Wil liam Davis .:\I iller of Wakefield , R. I., and Fred
erick Kell y of Xew H aven, Conn. , with the expressed wish
rbar the same be donated to such libraries or museums which,
in th eir op inion, would put them to best usc.

It is the purpose of ;\I essrs. Miller and Kell y to donate
a considerable part of thi s valuable materia l to rhe Rhode
Isla nd H istorical Societ y. J . II . C .

C ommodore Ahrah am \\'h ippl c Papers
:vIiss Kathleen Sihley T rowbridge of Leesburg, \ ' irgini:l,

has prcsenred the Soc i cr~' with the foll owing : Lt:tter of
.\ 1arq ue and Rep risal, Governor llopkins tu Caprain

10\
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Whipple of the "Came Cock", 1759, Letter of M arque
and Repr isal , Governor H opkins to Captain W hippl e of
the " King George". 176 1, and Instructions from Rhode
bland Comm ittee: to Captain Whipple of the Sloop "Kat y" ,
Itts {see page RII.

:'\J i ~s Trowbridge is a great-great-great granddaughter
of Co mmodore Abrah am Whipple. w. G. R.

Addit ions to F. S. Peck Collec t ion
Xine ite ms re lat ing to Thomas \\' , Durr han been re

centlv added to this collection. Chi ef among these is t he
proclamation sig ned by President J ohn Tyler and sent to
Rhode Island to be used, if necessary, in the suppression of
the Dor r rebellion. The proclamation is undated. T he dare
was to be tilled in in Rhude Island. Fortunate ly, however,
there was no necessity for its lI ~e. \If. C:. x.

X ew Pu bl icati ons of Interest to Rhode bland
"Earlv Rehoboth FJ.milies J.nJ Even ts;" B\" Richard LeHHon B"wcn.

:\,,~. E ll t l.m J lI istor;' dJ .mJ Gn",,~';gicdl R, gist, r, xcn (julr
19H) , U9- ZiO; (October 1 9~ 2 ) . H ;-H8 .

" EdwarJ G r,..,ne :\lalbonc', Self-Portraits. H.,- Reel P. T olman. _~".

ti1"es, XLII . [December l 'U 2). 306- 308.
" Loss of the Schooner AlI",-rr 1/ . wnu.: Bo' Robert II . L GoJ J arJ , Jr.

.huriCJl1 S f ! t" l1f . 11 (J1.I1r 19" 2) . 2"'-24 ; .
" Roger W illiJ.m., the Bible. and Rd igious Liberty." By Lo uis I. :"'<: w_

man. O,i";"II, XII ( :\1Jtch 19"2). 6-7.
"Samuel Goncn, A Forgon en Founder of Our Liberties. B~' Wil1 iJ. rn

Wager Wee den. n"Jlt'li", Xcwport Ih ' lo riu l Societj-, :"'0. 102
Pia\,' 19~ 2) , 1·1 S.

"SulliHn· Don. An Earl~' China :\l erchJ. nt. B~' Howard Corning.
Collrcri-ms ; Essex lnsrinnc, I.XXnll (,-\pril 19H) , 1'iil· I;:;,

"The First Press in Providence: .\ Stud.,' in ~ial Develop ment. By
Law rence C. \\' rolh. I'r',a e,/jnx" American .\nli'ILlJriJn ~ict~,.

L1, 3;] - 3IH. (WilliJrn CioJ J JrJ ) ,
" The Schooner L /«".\' f .,t'ly'l ," Hr Rebert H , I. G OJJ.ITJ, Jr . .-I m a i ' \1'1

S q lUlIt', II. [October 19.. 2). 327- .13U.
" \\'cJlhe rinl:" the Panic of '7 3: An Episode in Rhode [,;h lhl Husiness

l iisrorv." By ZJchar iJh Ch~fcc, J r. f r'" u d in g" \1J$SJe hUicll l
II istoricJI SOCiel:', LX\"] , 270-1() ;.

~l'ws_i'\Tores

Rc-rriction-, un fuel and travel, together with an un
usuallv -everc winter, tended to restrict the activities of the
Societ~· during the rir-t quarter of 19-\.3.

Washington'.. Hirthday, the weather wa-, beautiful, and
the " lll~ of the America n Ht." \"ulution turned out in force
fur their :\lIlllial :'\keting and luncheon at john Brown
l Iou-e. T he Socictv of Colonial Dame, in Rhud e b land
held their J anu:lry ;lJld .\pri l meetin~~ here, and un F lag
Day. Jline 1+, your Director addressed their organization
on the ropic vR hodc Island in a Clam Shcll," Your Direc
to r also addressed the Esek H opkins and Sara h Scott
H opkins Cha pters , 1>.;\.R., who held April Illt:e tinp at
j ohn Brown H ouse. I n Muy, two large club groups held
t heir gatheri ng.. here-the Daug hters uf the American
Coloni ..ts mer on .\lay lJ t h, and the Rhode Island F ield
Xaruralist Club on :'\lay 22. T he Roger W ill iams Family
Assoc ia t ion, and the .\layRower Descendants held their
regula r meeting.. here during the season.

T he Spring lecture program was ccmpo-ed of diversi fied
subjects. On Sundar, Apr il II, Paul Franci .. Gleeson talked
on the J uhn Brown Lertc r-, and Papers, t a gift of F rederick
S. Peck to the Society J, on T uesday evening, Apr il 27 ,
Howard Corning of rhe Essex Institu te, Salem , M a-,..achu
sctt- , lectured un the I .errcr Hooks of Sullivan Do rr , and UII

Tuesday eveninp, :'\la y Ixrh , Profe..<or j nmc.. H. I ledge..,
Chairman of the Il i..turr I rcpurrmcnt uf Hrown l 'niver-irv,
spoke on a timely topic, "I h~ the l ' nited Stare .. learned
any thing from irs previous \\'ar~ ? " Oil each of these occa
sions , the audience participa ted in a li\ 'e1 y discu-...ion after
the lectu re. T hi.. is a very g ratifying ~ig:11 of growing in
tcrest in local hi~tnr)'.

.\kmha s arc reminded that the hea \'y brick wall.. make
john Brown l Iou-ca rOll I :Ind delightful pl:l(e to work or
study during the -uuuncr months . It is hlJpt...d that man y
will take ad \"antage of the oppu rt unity. w. (;. R.



\1 "111 L O F .1 Ill! '" nil"""" 's SI." " ,' A:./fJ', ,I F , Ht ,,11". " ,II> J<>1"ru 'I'll I<

,,, r- \ , T ,\ \ 1 F Mn- ' " " 0\\ ' v, 111'F' 1 M\ 1 E U , ,\ '1 ' " r ' ,HH '>l'",r,iJo /u·.

T he mnJcl. ;l beautiful pilon' of craftsmansbip, ";1' made b~ Alfred :'.
Rru' \fu:l1 . " 'hi lt: no aurhcmic pbn< uf th" A".Jt\. <:lisl. (he .I<:l;lil. of the
RhoJ " l .b n.1 Sloor;lTe ~urron"J hy extensive research JmonK contcm 
rorlry material.

()n l' ~ h ihil .11 RhoJ I' ],b nJ I l i' loriral :',X" i"l,\' th rough lh" rc,\Itl c,.' o f
lh" owner , G,'orK" L. ' l inn.

_----J
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