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Rhode Island Pioneers in Regulation
of Banki n~,

By J O H N H. R \ E

T he expansion of American economy in the first ha lf of
the nineteenth century created a demand for banking and
credit facili ties which was reflected in the establishment of
banks in profusion, some good, others distinc tly of the
" wildcat" variety. T his developmen t, in turn , produced a
need fur supervision uf banking in the pub lic interest , a
need not satisfactorilv met at the time. T he Second Bank
of the United State~ provided a considerable degree of
contro l over the banking system, on the whole beneficial,
d ur ing the twenty years of its existence , but even before
the elimination of that institution by Andrew J ackson, the
problem was essentially one for state authori ty to handle,
and 011 h- a few states were able to dea l with it at all
adeq uat~lr·

Rhode Jslnnd was one of those few. Up to 1836 the
C cncrul Assembly exercised such supervision over the state's
banks as there was, gran ting charters , each by special act,
requiring annual reports, and investigating individual banks
when ncccssurv. T here was also a usury law restricting
interest rate s to six pe r cent. By the I fUn's, however, it
was becoming eviden t that the legislature could not pus-
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sibly keep in effective touch with all the details of the ex
panding banking system. In 1834 the W orking :\ Ieo'$
Association of P rovidence protested again st special privi 
leges in bank charters,' and in the same vear Thomas \V.
Dorr, then a \\'h ig representative from Providence, intro
duced a bill into the General Assembly providing for the
appointment of a State Bank Commissioner, which passed
the H ouse but was tabled in the Senate .' There the matter
rested for a r ear, but in J anuary. 1836 Dorr's efforts bore
fru it in the appointment of himself, George Curtis, Cashier
of the Exchange Bank, and Samuel Y. Atwell , an atto rney.
as commissioners to investiga te the banks of Rhode Island.

Although the specific task of the commissioners was to
look into complaints that the usury law was being disre
garded , they chose to inte rp ret the ir instructions liberally.
Their report, submitted in J une, 1836, was a comprehen
sive survey of the state's banking system.~ T hey exam ined
personally rifty out of the sixty-one bank s in the state and
sent letters to five others. Thev were readilv admitted but. . .
they noted an occasional rel uctance to answer questions
relating to ind irect meth ods of taking more than the legal
rate of interest. On this point the commission was con
vinced that the business community was being subj ected to
extra charges, mainly th rough the practice of issuing notes
payable elsewhere and charging for exchange as with dra fts.

In general , banking in Rhode bland was highl y profit
able. Of the institutions examined , only one, the Scituate
Hank, was found to he insolvent , and the committee rec
ommended special leg islative action to wind up its affairs,
which was du ly taken. Of the others, only four were pay
ing divid end s of less than six per cent , and twenty-nine
were paying well over that figure. T he maint enance of

!l'rOl'id<:n('e j ',"m<lf. Feb. 1i. 111.14,

~ " I'JPcr on \ ' isilJl ion of Ha nks' {undat ed}. Dorr :\1,.,;, . \', 2 2; R,
/,uMi, u'l II u uld . :\ u ~ . 3. I llY'!. (The Don ;"h ~ , f{' fc,rrt,J 10 are in the
Brown L!n il cnity Library.)

3T h.., entire r<: pot! is in thc' l' rm' iJ <: n('c j',uU/JI for .I u l~· .f. 1~0 6 "

financial stabilitv was assisted In' affiliation with the Suffolk
Hank of Boston' th rough the ~edium of th e M erchants'
Hank of Providence. T hat inst itution was a member of the
Suffolk system, and in turn it redeemed the notes of prac
ticall y all the Rhode Isla nd hanks except those in Provi
dence.

The commissioners came out of thei r investiga tion with
an awestruck appreciation of the do mina ting position held
by the hanks over the entire business community. "Bank
property," the y declared , " is the rul ing prope rt y of th e
state," and because of the great and valuable pri vileges th at
the banks enjoyed , they saw no reason for removing the
restriction on interest . On the contrary, th ev held that th e
financial power which th e banks were potentiall y able to
wield called for a greater degree of state interfe rence than
was then in existence. T he commissioners sugges ted four
major provisions to be incorpo rated in legislat ion: no bank
should be chartered except by a two-thirds vote of each
H ouse of the Ge neral Assembly; all bank directors should
be req uired to be residents of the state ; no bank should be
chartered with a capital less than $50,000 ; and the power
of visitation should be exercised by a commission rath er
than directly by the legislature.

T hese recommendations, except the first , were d uly in
corporated into the Hank Act passed by the Rhode Island
General Assembly at its session in J une, 1836: It was a
comprehensive measure, which gave the state a much more
effective supervision over its hanks than was customary in
the Un ited States at th e time. In add ition to the provisions
enumerated above, the act required the filing of lists of
stockholders with the Secreta ry of 'stat e, prohibited banks
from moving from their place of incorp ora tion or estab
lishing branches without leg islative consent! forbade new
banks to gu into operation until hal f their capital stock had
been paid up, stip ulated that all the capita l should be paid

·A cf.r ,m J R"" ' /f" .r . R.I. ( ; , ,,, r.JI Alumbl,\'• jun e Session , 1113 6 . 62 .
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up within a ycar of incorporation, re tained the legal in
terest rate of six percent, and fixed ra tes of exchange"

M ost important of all , the act establis hed a Hank Com
mission with real powers of visitation. It was to consist of
three members elected annua lly by the General Assembly ,
with authority at any time to examine bank officia ls on oath
or require the prod uction of books for inspect ion. W het her
such examinations took place or not, all banks were required
to report annua lly to the Comm ission, which in turn was
to repor t to the leg islature. For failu re or refusal to pro
d uce books or testify before the Comm issioners, contempt
penalt ies were provided , and where legal proceedings
against a hank were deemed necessary, the Sta te Supre me
Court was autho rized to issue inj unctions at the request of
the Com missioners, again with definite penalt ies provided
for failu re of the bank to comply. T he first Hank Comm is
sion, very sensibly, was made up of Dorr, Atwell, and
Cur tis"

Some omissions in the Act arc irnmediatelv not iceable.
Each new bank sti ll had to be char tered individu al1\' bv the
General Assembly, a system which kept open the' ri~k of
politi cal favoritism in grant ing these valu able privileges.
Even more consp icuous, the Act had no provision for re
serve funds or mutual pro tection, although the commission
must have been acquainted with the safety fund svstem in
Xew York, especially since Dorr had resided in X~w York
for some years after the adoption of the safety fund law. In
view of the ge nera l stability of the Rhode Island hanks,
pl us the fact that most of them were already pro tected unde r
the Suffolk system, the commissioners probably considered
further safeguards unnecessary.

In othe r respec ts th e Act represented a d istinct improve
ment over contemporary Amer ican standards of bank reg
ula tion. In part icular , the extensive powcrs of invcsrigation
given to the Hank Co mmission gave Rhode Island a con
tinuo us and effective check on its hanks which should have
been-s-and was-suffic ient to prevent any serious fi nancial

abuses. T hat the law did genuinely restrict the banks is
evident from the fact that they contemplated challenging
its constiturionalirv in the Federal Courts and went so far
as to secure :l sys~)athctic opinion from Daniel W ebster ;
however, a reminder from Attorney-General Butler that
corporations were as much subject to the law as individ uals
seems to have convinced them that it would he wiser to let
well enough alone ;'

T he new system was given a severe test shortly after it
went into operation, when the panic of 1837 swept the
country. It stood up wel l. T he banks of R hode Island had
to suspend specie payments for a few weeks, a. step they
took with the approva l of the Bank Commission," hut other
wise they rnet the crisis without serious difficulty. T he Hank
Act, of course, cannot be given sole credi t for this showing;
the genera l soundness of the state's banks and the steadying
influence of the Suffolk system were probably of even
greater importance" Xevcr theless, the know ledge that there
was adequate supervision over the hanks must have helped
ro maintain public confidence.

All in all, as an initial experiment in bank regulation, the
Hank Act of 1836 deserves respect as a well-conceived piece
of leg islation for its day , surprisingly comprehensive in
scope and effective in operation. Coupled with the con
serva tism of Xcw Engl and banking as compared with the
rest uf the country, it helped to spare Rhode Island the
financial headaches tha t beset most American states at this
period and for a good many years af terwards.

"Providence ,l [lJ rf/i"g C r,u .-iu ,mel (; ( ' / ( 1.11 ..I Jt'uti,N , Aug. 30, I ~ 36.
"!':,lwarJ FielJ, TIll' SU I( "/ RI,f),I( 1,I-IIIeI ,lid Prf/t ·i i o /r ( l'/,m f.,t i fJIlJ

(I' rOliJ "ne l·. 1<:1 ( 1) . Il l, _'Ill ;. RI' this lime Don an d Cu rti , had b"L'n
re placed a, Hank Com missioners b;.: jonah 'Titus .md Elisha R. Pet ter. J r.,
t he con ;cq lll'IKC of.\ Dcmoc rmic victorv in the spring election of I ll] ; "



~e::w Puhl icat ions of J nte n:~t to Rhode bland
" :\lill \"ill1Ii: e," B.I · Alb"r i... ,\ . ,\ rchl lllblu it. 194-3.

" While Be n~ ti t Str eet Wai YOUn,ll: ,"Il.1" :'Ilar,ll:U l:t llin,;: h'1lI1Slillwcli. 19 4- ,l,
" The G ar,les anJ Ihe Ch.llllpl il1,," By G . And rew! :'Iforiarty . Th l"

A " U l"iCoJ'l G(1{e,I!r,xiIt, XX. So. 2 (Oetoher. 194 .1). pp . 106- 109 ,
" AJ J itio", and Corrections to Ausl in'> G"!il"aologicJI Dict ionary nf

RhoJ e Isbnd ." B~' G. Andr ews ,\ lur i.Uly. T hI" A"iI"rirJ" GI"III"J!QgiIt,
XX, :\' 0. 2 (October. 194- 3) . pp . 112-1 21.

l."'; p.lrtl. " 'he Ji ' l. nn: between Providence and .\"C\\ I"' rt j, ahuul thirty
mikos. T he usual plss..1,i:C is from l;\"c \" si~ huurs. but we sailed in 1 u!m,
anJ, afta being carricd JOWl' by the tide mJ the trillin!!: breezes which
aTOSC about half the wav, we were obli,i:cJ to (om... \0 Jlleh"r in orJer 10
avoid driftin!,: backward by means uf the tide, which had turned J.g.tin,t
us. \ \ "c continued at ,lllch"r i rum seven in the "'I'cning Iu one in the morn 
ing; and t hen again tool lJnnlJgl' of the tide, and of 1 .mall favourable
breeze which carne up. T he cabin "'u srnall, the accommodations not
sufficient for the number of pl"",ngcT5; lnd the beds \"cr~' indirfcrcnt,
From a mixture therefore of choice lnd nl,<:cS5;I,I" . I wllkOJ on deck l ,i:r~~t

p~rt of the night . ;mJ h~J nut skpt an hour. wbcn, ~t six in the morning,
W~ arrived ~ t Xewpon ,

1lith. \\'e put IIp at Townsend' s tavern, being near the wh~rf from
whence the :-': el' Y"r~ p~d"t> .... il. I eng~,ii;:"J my P~».1,ii;:'" on boarJ the
RJmU~r packer, C~puin Pl:tenon, who intenJs to l.lillOmorrow. !AJ",m,
then t...lls of ,'isiling William J-:l1er~. ~ sign... r of rh... DL-cb u tion of InJ ...
pen.Icnc... . ~nJ lh ... hmil~' of lI e r.r~' :'Il.lTch ~n t . 1 O...kg3le to the Con
rincntal Congr<-'U I

I ·h h..·\ft~r 3 J ... tention of four J3~ s the winJl 1t length have become
bn'uf,le; "'nJ at abour sev...n o'clock this morning I,,: uil"J frum the
wharf. T he ('il~' of :-':el\ rort "preari 10 aJI'",nt",ii;:e frum this ril·... r; but in
it,df it ...xhif,it, l mebncht>ly picture of J<--clining commerce anJ popula 
tion, Prel·ioul to the bte wn it corn..ined ",l>ollt I (I.nnn inhabiunu; thcv
ne now red uced tt> 7.nllO. Its former rrOlpcrit~· was chiell~' owing 10 i;l
ext...naive employment io the .\fri(.ln sun: tude. of which some remnants
still continue 10 ,llpport it. T he town is large, but mJn~' of the houses,
Jnd the most ...leglnt of them. arc altogether uut of T<TJir. lnJ for w.lnl
uf painting ml~e J disma l appear ance; the streets ..re dull. 1nJ Ihe wharf,
1ppear mor e freque nled br idlers Ih..n b.l· m"n of b\l>ineli!. \,'e haJ hne
w".lther. but lill l" wi nJ; "'nJ it was one O·cl.lO: ~ a{rernuon befure we
r".lch"d Poin t.l uJith. di"t..nt ahuut thin.'" miles frum :-':"wr ntt . T he wind
fr".h" n"J. howel'l:T. in th" af!ern'lOJn ... nJ u miJ n ig ht. when I retireJ 10
hl:J . we h..J proce"d eJ mo re th ..n half w..y on Oll r p..M3g.......

J :'It r. .-\Jmls di J not re..... h S ew Yur~ unt il Sep tem bcr 16 th. bcin g
eig ht dar s on his journey from M." tun I. \\'. G. R.

John Qui ncy Adams Admircs
~Ir. John Brown's House

J ohn Q uincy Adams, aged twenty- two, passed through
Providence on his war to Xew York in September 1789,
two months after his mother, Mrs. J ohn Adams had dined
with :\ l r. J ohn Brown and Lady.' Extracts from his diary
relat ing to Rhode b land are reprinted for thei r general
inrere .. t and to settle, once and for all. the source" of hi:-. oft
quoted r-ema rk about J ohn Brown's house - di scovered bv
acciden t from a note among Norman :\1. Isham's Papers.

ISeptember 17 th.•.. I found th ... ~IJge 10 Providence w ill go tomor row
morning at fou r o'clcck. ...

Reh. It .....J5 sil lhis morn ing befo r.. the 'uge \t.u teJ. I h~J two com
p~n ion s ; one a :'I t r. \\' r i ~h t fro m S on h C~mlin ~ ; th.. other ~ ~'ounK m~n

from Co nnL-ct icul h\' Ihe name of La nman. ... \\ "e breaH~,led at Dcd
ham, di ned .at An lchuTOug h. ~nJ 1rrirc d ~I Providence ~I about six in the
e'· ening, We SlOpp<:J al I>~gge ll '~ 'Tavern Iwhere his mo rhe r h~d 5l~"eJ
in june ]. .

~I h . I wan ed out wirh La nman this morn ing, an d wen t 10 rhe College.
wh ich consists only of one huilJi ng I l' ni,'e r~i l~' H ~ II I . nCarl~' ,iS Jong .al
1w0 of the h~II1 at C.ambr iJll:e. T'his bei ng 1 timc of vacatio n the IUlOn
\\'"re J......n t Irom the College, so Ihat we h.d nOI an oppo nuni ty of seeing
the li l-> ra,:' ; whicb, ho\\,e\·er. is 1'l:T~ ' smJII. T he cha mbers are nOI . I thi nk.
so well arran ,ii;:ed . lhe~' 1re cert..lin lr nOI so J <:('enr, as those 1{ Cambridge.
-'J r. J" II., Sr,.,l'.,', II"uS<' iJ lill':l'iu J r'l"ry a,m firo',u, "uiUifl~. If 'l'' ,m'.r
J<J':I' ,III' ',I' f,ii l" "j "~ , -a.hirh iJ t ill' m"JI mJ/?,"ifi ....."t oJ"4 I'l" /?,J," r rff'JIt
mJ'lJi" " thJt I hJf'" l'f·u ,1"1"" "" 'hiJ r"'lJi,,nlt.~ T he R..pti51 churc h in
Ihis (Own is saiJ 1<l he lhe h,lnds<lllIesl houS<.' of public worsh ip in ,\ mericJ.
anJ there He ~ hrli:" num her of "e l)' li:ooJ p r i l· ~ t e houses. T he streets
arp<:ar 10 hi: husy. JnJ el'er~' thi ng exhib its cI' iJ"n cc that Ihis i~ J lIuur ilh_
inli: .anJ lhri " ing tuwn, RUI th" peorle ..ppe3f mu ch J~gr i " , eJ b,' the
p roc~"J i ng s uf their gOI'"rnl11"nt whu fur ,elTul ~'e3Ts past hJI'" gi"c'n th e
r..lnC! ,un uf b l\' tu e\'er .\· ! f.....ci"s of in i' luit:'·. T he ir Supreme .I11 J icial Court
JH' nn..... in s"s<ion ,11 I'rnddenc" . I wenl into Court {wicc th is forenoon;
th"y wer" J uing n" lhi ng . Jnd the ar p"arance of the .IuJK"S WaS a F"rfcct
hurlcSllue upon j u, tiee . .\ t Jh<'lll Iweln o'elock we went on ooJrd Ih" paek"1

I "~ I ... \" i , ~· l' rr . i d ~l\l ,\d . ln. Jji n ~. "ith .\1,. J"hn R' ''''n and " a" )'," R~.J~
hlo1" ,1 fl iJt . ,,·, " , I. l. n". +" ( O'· l"~~r 1')+2). Pr. 97.111+.

~ /.i f, , no1 .\' , " 1"" , 101",1 r." ,, · 17117, litill, Vi,,, ,· of J" ho (lui . ,,· .'1 ,101"',' . (H", .
lo' n , 1'Jll l ), r r. I - U.6,

• l1." i" ", i . ~.
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A. C hronicle of the East Side of P rovidence
by J OllS H u 'rc ur xs Cxuv, F.:\.I.:\.

"''' ,'1Clll' Il{"1I ( I ill )

F rom ~ copper rbtc cngrJI·ing. made from 3 Jrawing hy Zar ha

riah Allen , in the 1'I,,,~ ,, i " l1 of the Rhode Isb nJ Il i ~ I " r i " J l

~iCI.\'.

C II ,\I'TER ur. l i20- li60

Ther e d evel oped in the 1no's a considerable activit y in
chu rch bui ldi ng. Fur some ti me a movement had been on
foot ( 0 establis h the Church of Eng land in Providence, and
t his took roo t when Nathaniel Brown, th e shipbuilde r , who
had erected his hom e in 1712 on the Towne st reet (North
M ain, ncar H owland ), donated an adjoinin g lot for a
church. T hroug h his energy and that of Gabrie l Hernon
and Colonel J oseph Whipp le, in securing don at ions, King 's
Church was erected in 1i22 0 11 the site where th e Cathedral
of St. J ohn stands. It was a very simp le frame ed ifice,
"sixty-two feet long by forty-one broad, and twenty-six fee t
high'" with a low pitch roo f and high curved- top wind ows.
A steeple was built uver the front vestibul e , about 177 1. in
which was instal led the fi rst town bel l ( page 112) . The
churc h stood until 181 11 when it was de molished to make
way for t he present building. .-\ glebe was erected in t he
upper part of the Xeck (near the Brown stadium} in 1729
for Reverend Art hur Browne. the recto r.

W hil e King's Ch urch was in process of erection a Con
gregational society was for med in Providence and , in 1723,
a lot of land "up Rosemary lan e" (the south west corner of
Coll ege and Henetit st ree ts) was purchased from Daniel
Abbott and a :\ Ieeti ng H ouse was erected there .' It was a
wood structure with an en t rance tower on the cast front.
T he bu ilding underwent various alterati ons and was sold
to the town in 1i93 when the socictv ere cted its second edi 
fice at the corner of Benef it and Ben'cvolent street s.

I ~ I J rb, 1'. -loU.
" From t he record s <If the Ik ll"'-U!clll CungrcgJliollJ I ~'XiC· IY"

IlJ



" :'Llpb , P. 430.

':,~~ f'ag~ 1l7, chapter 11 , Ju l~-. '4 _1.

" Edwin .\1. StOI1~, T ht: Lift:d''' / R",,;lIrct i"'J!',f j _,fiJI fI ..-,~ddl/(l {Prov
i J~ n{"I.: , l lo: i 7 ) , p . 29.

•, f. R. /'., IX. 41.

In 172 5 a Quaker :\Ieet ing I l ouse was built on the east
side of the T owne street , north of the present :\ leeting
Street. H ere town meetings were held and a school was
maintained. " An addition was made in 1785, and the build
ing continued in usc until replaced by the present structure
in I 8-\--\-.

A new Ba pt ist Church was erected in 172 6 at the no rth 
,..'est corner of the present Korth Main and Smith streets,
opposite the original building of that denomination built in
1700.' Benches served in place of pews on the main floor
and in the gallery. At high water the tide flowed near-ly up
to the west end of the building." T he church was occupied
un t il the completion of the present F irst Bap tist M eetin g
H ouse in 177 5.

T he com pact part of the tow n at this period was still con 
fined to a section o f the X eck. T here were a few ho uses on
th e road (Weybossct Street) lead ing from t he T own Bridg e
to P la in fie ld and on scattered farms beyond W eybosset
P oint . T he only public improvements on the west side of
th e river were the town highways. T he principal obstacle
to the development of the land s at Wcybosset Poin t was a
hi ll w hich rose sharply west ward from the present T u rk 's
I l ead , I ts leveling was desired but the to wn cou ld ill afford
the proj ect . I t was then discovered t hat there was clay in
the hill and , pursuant to a request made by T homas Staples,
th e town readi ly granted him permission, in 1724-, to d ig
the clay to ma ke bricks. R T he advantages to t he town by that
act were two-fo ld; a brick kil n was established in P rovi
dence and W e ybosset H ill even tua lly was leveled , permit
t ing the later construction o f Westminster Street (page
124 ) .

'14 RHOlH: I ~L.\:\\) III~TnRY THE DI -:n:I.OI'.\lI'::\1' OF 'ru r: :\'ECK 11 ~

After the establishment of th e mad to Plainfield in 17 1-1-'
intercourse with Connect icut inc reased to such an extent that
anot her road to that colony was required . Accordingly, by
order o f the Town Council in 1728, a highway was laid out
in extension of the "road th rough the stated common":
following the present Chalkstone A venue and 'vlanron Ave
nue in Providence . Greenville Avenue in Joh nston ; a nd
P utnam Pike in Clocc-rcr, continuing to Killingly, Con
necticut.

I n Inn a road defined as the " Masipauge Way" was
laid out from M ashapaug pond southerly to Pertaconsct ,
extending all earlier highway which branched from the P aw
ruxer Road. T he whole extent , later known as the Green
wich M id d le Road , is now identified as Elmwood, Reser
voir and Pontiac avenues from Broad Street in P ro vidence
to Sockanosset Avenue in Cranston,"

B" act o f the General Assembly in 1729 the county of
I)ro\"id ence Pl an rarions was subdivided, with P roviden ce ,
Warwick and East Greenwich constituting P rovidence
Counrv and Xortb Kingstown, South Kingstown and West
crlv fl~rming a new King's County. At the same time the
Ila~le of R hud e bland County was changed to Newport
Counrv."
Th~ Ccncrnl Assembly then tuok steps fur the erection

of a county house in P rovidence" and p urchased, for a site,
the lot on the north side of the pre:-;ent M eeting Street, be 
tween Xorth M ain and Benefit , on which the " Brick School 
house" now stands. The funds appropriated for the build
ing were augmented by a sum o f nWlley paid out of the
P ro vid ence town treasury "so that said house might be
made so L arg e as to be Servable for the Townes P ub hck

, :"T P;l~I.: 94. ch ;lptn I I. Jul.l , ' 4 .~ .

" f . H.I'. , IX, 49 . T hc' "ros.I th rough ri ll.: 'tat~J <:01 n111O>n " was the por
t iun ,,( Ch"Jk,;IO'w .-hl.:, I.:ht "r \l ml1l t I' k ,lS.lJ\t .xvc. ~I.:~ I'.lg~ 94. c1urwr
[I, .Jll l~ - , '·n.

" Ibid , ~:;-i~ .

l " R.I. C. R., 1\', 42 i .
l\ Ihid , 4 .Hl .
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usc." T he County H ouse, a" completed in I i 31, was
" fourt y foot Long and thirty fout wide and eigh teen foot
Stud betwixt j oynts." It was used by the colony for the
..e..... ions of the General Assemblv and the courts, and bv
the town for town meetings, but when nut needed by cithe'r
colonv or town it was uti lized for other purposes."

In ' 1735 the General Assembly gran ted perm ission to
C eorge Ta ylor to keep school in one of the chambe rs l)f
the County H ouse, pro vided " he keeps th e glass of said
house in constant good repair . . . and erect a nand some sun
dial in the frOJ1( of said house, both for ornament and usc,
and build a necessary house convenient, to prevent nuisance,
and to serve the public.'?"

T he County H ouse later was headquarters uf the first
public library in Providence, established under the name of
the Providence Library Company. :\ collection of several
hundred volumes was purchased in E ng land and, by au
thoritv of the General As-emblv in 17S-\., she lves were
erected in the council chamber fl~r their accommodation."
T he building, together with the library, was destroyed by
fire December 2-f. , 1758 (page 12i ).

111 17J 1 a committee was appointed by the town "to
bound out the high way that leads up into the Neck by the
County home . .. from the Towne streere to the high way at
the head of the T own Lott s.,," It was named County I l ouse
\\·a ~· . T wo years late r the county jail was hui lt un tha t
highway, ncar the present northeast corner of M eeting and
Benefi t streets. It was the third jai l erected in the town; the
first", built in 1699, was destroyed by fire six years later.
and the second, erected in 1705. was abandoned when the

' " H",. ~ rJ \\'. Pre-ston, " T he ()lJ County HOUM: in !'rm iJ el1(e,"
R. I. H.~. C. XI, rr- -'i-H.

I> R. I. C. R., 1\ ', ; I J.
.. R. I. C. R., \ ', 3;'J. The I'to,j,!cnn, Libr arv C"mp.ul~ W,lS uniteJ

with the Providence .-\th~nJcu11l in 1106.
l:. L R. 1'.. IX, ~'} . T his w.'s 1111<' or th" Ian", in th" ori,l[in.,] high....."y

rallern of the town.

' ~ ~c " f"8 e ~;, charter [I , Jul." ' -41.

county jail was opened. Following: the erection of the new
building the name County H ouse \Vay was changed to G:lOI
L ane.

T he town hounds, since 1659, had included all of the
present lands of Rhude Is land north of the W arwick and
Cove ntr v lines and west of Providence, Seekonk and Black
stone rivers. As the outly ing areas were becoming consider
ably populated the inhabitant s of those lands experienced
d ifficult y " in transacting and negotiating the prudent ial
affairs of the town." Accord ing ly. an act was passed by the
General Assembly in 173 I "for erecting and incorporating
the out-lands of the town of I' rovdencc into three towns?"
named Scituate. Glocester and Smithfield; this reduced the
area of Providence to about one-quarter of its former size. "

Among the pro~perous merchants dwelling on the T owne
street in this period was Colonel Nicholas Power. 3d, who
married :'\Iercy T ill ing hast, uniting the families of two of
the early set t lers. Power erected a large dwe lling on the
nor theast corner of Power's Lane {the site of the Providence
Boy's Club), opposite which stood his warehouse. I lc owned
abo a cooper's shop, a cider mill , 3 sti lls , a cheese press, a
sloop, and -f. negro slaves." 1{is daughter H ope marr ied
Cap tain J ames Brown, descenda nt of Chad Brown, an orig
inal prop rietor. T he captain's home was on the cast side of
the T owne street (where the Providence County Court
H ouse stands) and across the way, on the waterfront, were
the shop and distillery which he had established follo wing
a prosperous voyage to the \" est Ind ies in t 722. l Ie and
his younger bro ther Obadiah entered partnership as mer
chants about 17JJ and the business was continued by Oba
diah after J ames' death in 1739. J ames and H ope Brown
were parents of Xicholas, j o-cpb, J ohn and :'\1oses Brown

"R. f. C. R., 1\', H ! -H i .
"~till included within the' hounds of Providence were the rrcscnt

limits of 1'.1wtud c·t {wcsr of Hl.rckstouc r-iver}, :-';ort h Providence, John
stun and Cranston.

l ~ Kimball, P. .1 ,..1.



wh o figu red conspic uous ly in the to wn 's a ffairs in the ne xt
ge neration.

Con-idcrah le highway activit y developed in the Xcck in
the year 1738. O ne project was " the Prea rnbulation and
RC\"i~, 1 of the bounds of the high way IPower Street I J.ie
ing fro m Provid ence T owne srreete l ~' uth :'\la in I East 
ward ly into a highway t hat Goes a Crass at the Easr E nd
of the T own Lon, IH ope Street [.":" T he width of Power's
Lane, as t he highway was known , was " two pole" or abou t
33 feet. It was bordered on the south by the land of Ni chol as
Power, .Jd, and on the north by Co lonel J oseph W hip
ple's property excep t at the T owne street end where the
Power home-tend stood.

In 1738 the T own Counci l appointed " subscribe rs to Hc
vise th e bounds of several high ways and to Lay out sundry
other highways from t he T owne - rreete down to t he salt
water River,"?' as follows: the revisa l of a highway 51 feet
wide (James Street) no rt h of Charl es Till inghast's house .
the layout of a high way 4.1 feet wide ( P lane t Street ) ad
joining the northerl y side of Xicholas Power 's ga rden. "
the revisal of a high way 36 feet wide ( Crawford St reet )
between J oseph Craw ford's warehouse on the south and
J ames M itchcfl's d wel ling on the nort h; the revisal and
widening of a highway" " f rom th e T own streerc westwa rd :
Down to the sal t wate r River : W here th e C reate Bridge
now stande th tha t Gocth over the Rive r to \\'ayba~et ," 123
feet wide between Colonel Abbott's sti ll house ( page 119 )
on th e sout h and his land on t he north , T his was known
subsequentl y as the T own Parade ; it was th e origi n of
M arket Square , its breadt h extending from th e present
School of Design Aud itorium southward to include the la wn
of the present M arket Building, Also a high way 50 fee t

''' f.". R. /' .• I X, i 6.
:, fl,i,/. rt-:».
" I'" wcor h"e! IWO gHd~n, Jo,;·~tcJ, re'l'cd il'c1y. south mJ west of his

honll:5 I c~ ,I .

,. :\ h i g h w,~ "t hre e I'0ln wiJc" pre'l-iuusl.l· had hcen orJe'reJ in 1 6 ~ I .
Sec pg" ~ ' , d"l' lcor II . Jul,l'. '·0,
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wide (Steeple Street J "Oppisarc against the horne stead
Land of J ohn Angd Es q'r It being the Place where they
Usually Landed when Rod] c ] or Carted fru m the other
side of the River," and running bet ween Angell's ware
house on the south and his garden Oil the north; a highway
II Iaymar ket Strcer t J 7 feet wide bordering W illiam
Smith's house on the -ourh and " the schoolc house" on the

- .'

Inll" l1 sru.r . lIon~ {c-, l i .; ll )

north . " and a highway 66 feet wid e t Smi th Street ) bet ween
the Bapt ist ;\!L-l:t ing l lou-..c 011 the courh and W ill iam A n
tram's dwell ing on the north.

In t he same year ( li.1!\) a highway ( ;\ Iil l Street) was
la id out fr om Colonel j oseph Whipple 's coope r shop on t he
T owne street, pa:,:.- il1 g the ho use of t he he irs of J ohn Craw
ford . deceased." and cxrcndi ng northcrly by a bridge across

~. T he origin of the ,dl<~)lh"u se· is obscure . .\ conuu iuC<.' was ;lppnint<:J
in 1;; 1 " 10 have thc c.rrc "f lhe' l,,'n, ,,·h(~,ll\Ull'c, .1Ihlln .'ppoint., lll.l' 
tc r to leach in said house." '1"",,, leM S l.ucr il W.I~ le;l'c,! bv the town ttl

Seer-hen J.lds<ln , schoohu.otcr (~l:q'le·s.l'. 4'1, ) . .
"., .':cc !';lgc '11, chapter I I, Jul.'.: 4 .1.
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M oshassuck rive r." O ne more project was the widening of
the old path (South Angell, East River and Waterman
st reets) lead ing to the fer ry at Narrow Passage where Red
Bridge is now located."

M ost of the dwelli ngs erected on the Neck d uri ng this
period were built of wood. T hey were framed with heavy
posts, sills and gi rts , the outside wall s composed of vertical

Cll lI.lq-OP11ER ,Htl.UO" IlOl'H: (c. 173;)

boards, lined on the outside with clapboa rds or shingles and
plastered on the inside. The wall s were so th in that the
window frames projected two inches or more beyond the
siding. T he more common roof types were gables and
gam llrels."

:<6 E . R. r., IX, II I ; PI.;I! uf flif;h,:c-<l\·.r, 1.9.
2. E. R. P., IX R5. Sec page ll3, chapter I I. july, '43.
0' T he gabl.., roof pitches from the n\.1in cornice to the roof ridge on 2

side~, in con!rast to the' hipped roof which pilChc~ upward from the cornice
on all sides. T he gambre l roof is a ll1odifin!ioll of th.., gahl.., roof, h.u-ing 2
pitches Oil each si.lc.

,
I
.t

On some of the gable-roof houses the cornice extended
around all four sides and the attic walls of the gable ends
were projected out ward nearly to the edge of the cornice.
T he Christopher Sheldon house (c. 1735) with its huge
brick pilas tered chimney, which stood until about 1908 at
357 South M ain Stree t was of that roof type (page 120 l
I II other cases, like the Stephen H opkins house, the cornice

was built on only two sides, with a return of the crown
mould ings aro und the corner boards, and the end walls
were carried up straight into the Rat gables, t heir inte r
section with the roof covered with rake mou ldings.

Stephen H opkins, who Iarcr was chief justice of the
Supreme Court , governor of Rhode b land , a member of
the Conrineutal Congress, and a signer of the Declaration
of Independence, purchased in 174-3 a sma ll house which
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stood at the present northeast corner of South ~bin and
H opkins streets, to which he built an addition. It was moved
half way up H opkins Stree t in 1809 and again moved in
1928 to its present location at the southwest corner of H op
kins and Bene f it streets where it was restored by Xorman 1\1.
Is ham, T he rear wing is the original house and the front
part, containing an entrance hall fl anked by rooms of un-

II.lcH ,I II. " IlIl."W~ fl'Jl ',E (17.11)

equal width , was the addition made by M r. H opkins. T he
house is owned bv the state and is in the cusrodv uf the
Society of Co!oni;1 Dames in Rhode Island. .

An example of the ga mbrel -roo f house of the period is
the one built by j osep h j cnckcs about 1730 as a reside nce,
later conveyed to Daniel Abbott and known thenceforth as
the Abbot t Still H ouse (page 119) . It stood un the T own
Parade within the presen t lines of College Street. Another
gumhrel -roof house , believed to he the first brick building
erected in the town, was built about 17J 1by J ustice Richard

Brown on his farm in the north part of the Neck and is still
standing on the grounds of But ler H ospital. T he original
fl oor plan before enlargement was similar to that of the late
17th century dwe llings except that diagonal fireplaces were
built into the end chimney at the corners of the rooms.

P rior to 1739 the only means of crossing Seekonk river
were by the bridge at Pawtucket and the ferry at Narrow
Passage where Red Bridge is now located. Pursuant to a
petition f led that year by J osiah Fuller and E lisha Ti lling
hast the General Asscmblv authorized the estab lishmen t of
a lower ferryat India POil;t."" I t was reached fro m the Neck
hy a southe rl y and easterly extension of the H ig hway at
the H ead of the L ots ( I I opc Street ) and connected with a
road to Bristol on the opposi te shore. I t was the practice of
the General Assembly to lease the ferries in the colony " to
those who are best provide d with a boat wharf and pier" and
to require bonds as a condition of the lease."

T he terri toria l bounds of th e colonv of Rhode Islan d
were extended eastward in 17+6 when certain lands which
previously had been under dispute were taken from the
M assachusetts colony by d irection of the Royal Com mis
sioners. T hese were incorporated into five towns by the
General Assembly in 17+7, namel y, Cumberl and , attached
to Providence County; T iver ton and Little Compton,
added to Newport County , and Bristol and Warren, in
corporated as the colony 's fourth county, named Bristol."
In 1750 W arwick and Ea st Greenwich, toget her with
Coventry and West Greenwich which had been set off from
those towns in 174.1 , were incorporated as the fi fth county,
named Ken t. " ~

T he General Assembly in November, 1744, passed an
act allowing a lottery of .£: 15,000 for building a new \ \ 'ey
bosset bridge, thereby nul lifying a previous act of 1733 sup

"', ~1.lplc" p. 196.

' " R.I. C. R.• rv, .176,

31 R. I. C. R., v, 20 4-209.

r tu«. .Hll-102,
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pressing lott er ies." This was the commence ment of the
lott ery system by which numerous public projects were
financed during ensuing years. T he new bridge, which rc
placed the former structure , was Ig feet wide with abut
men ts carried out 30 feet un the east end and 4- feet on the
we-e end. ;\ stone pier supported the bridge in the cente r.
Its construction required two years , pending which time a
ferry was kept in operation."

The erection of the new bridge intensified the commer
cial trend towards the Town Parade where a hayward (hay
scale) was set up at the location of the pre sent M arket
Build ing, and stimulated the west side developm ent. :\ num
her of houses already had been huilt across the river on the
curving road, now Weybossct Street , which led til Connec
ticut. T he first publi c "park " was located on that road ; it
was conveyed in 174-6 by Daniel Abbott "for publi c use,
passing and re-passing, tra ining and the like, always to be
kept free fr om any buildings forever, or uny othe r encum
brances, to the prej udice of the people forever."?" T he pro
visions of the gi ft han been rc-pected and the tract is known
as Abbott Park. Immed iatclv west of that la nd the New
Lig ht Meeting H ouse was bu'i1t in J750.31

The Concord distil-bouse was built in 1752 on the ....-ater
fron t ( near the pre...ent corne r of Pine and Dorrance stree ts)
where a wide d itch extended to " muddy dock" {Weybosset
and Dorrance Jover which barrels were transported on scows
fr om the distillery." III the ....a rne year a high way bridge
was built at muddy duck where the crossing previously had
been made bya ford . Wc srmin....ter Street had its origin in
1753 when a " srreig ht street 4-0 feet wide";" was ordered
from Whitman's house (T urks I l ead ) to :'\bthew:'tm's land

U R, J, C. R. ,n' , {;"Il ; v. tno.
"':;IJr1c5,p, 1 9 ~,

,.' Repor t h.l· Cirj- Audito r, 1\(; 9 ,
'·' I' h<: " Round Top Church" sLln-l, 011 it, site.

U Kimball, p. 21l2.
10 /'I.1IJ of H (t.h:I'Jy>. I, 2 1.

( Dorrance Street ) across Water man's marsh with a gang
way i O range Street I connecting it with " the old street"
( \\'eybo~set).

T he most densely populated pan of [he tow n in the mid
dle of the ccnru rv was the north end. T wo new streets were
laid out there i~ 1752.'" now identified respectively, as
Char les and \\'est River. ..\ countv alms-house and work
house was e....tablished at the present corner of Charles and
Smith streets bv act uf the General As-cmblv in 1753:" and
a new county Jail wa... built in the same year west of the
schoolho use lor (page I 19 ) at th e present corner of Canal
and H aymarket streets:'

T he first maj or highw ay imp rovement affecting the orig
inal propri etors' lots in the Neck was the construction of
Benefit Street. Th is was f irst pr oposed in 17+3 hy members
of the Congregat ional Society residing in the north end of
th e town who wished [ 0 have a back stree t para llel with th e
T owne st reet in orde r ro provide them with easier access to
the :'\Ieeting H ouse. T he town merchan ts, rea lizing that
the T owne street was inadequate for the increasing popu
lntion, favored the proposal for the new street . T he lot
owners , however, objected to the construction of a high
way ath wart their properties and succeeded for a time in
blocking the project. It wa~ revived in 174-6 with the filing
of a petition, -igncd hy Robert G ibb..., Daniel j enckes,
Stephen H opkins and about fort y other citize ns, In sub
stance, this petition recal led tbar the compact part of the
town had recently increased , with a correspondi ng increase
in the business trnnsacred , t hat the T ownc street was not
sufficient for business purposes; that th e home lots adj oin
ing the street had been mostl y built upon or were in the
hands of proprieto rs who d id not care to sell ; and that t here
wer t: Jl O lots availab le fur gentlemen, tradesmen and others

"' f'!J!J "f l/ iXh:I J" f, I, i . Ch,lTk~ ~lrccl was bid nut t hrough lan d
gra nt<:,llo fohn :-im ith the' miller in ]IJ{b, l.ner knnwn as t he work house
1.1Ihk .

. " R. f. ,~rt-' ,mJ Rti',/r'ti , 1i;", p. i 1\.
vs,«. C, R., v. ,~i l.li ', 40 2.



whose inclinations would be to set tle in Providence ; and
praying that another hig hway he laid out north ward fro m
Power 's I .ane a convenient dis tance eas tward of the present
street.' T he foll owing year the council appointed a com
mitt ee to iuvesrigarc the feasibility of constructi ng the new
high way, and a pla t of rbe proposed back stree t was made
b)' Stephen H opkins, surveyor, extending from the south
end of the town northerly to intersect t he present Xcrth
:\ la in Street at the head of Constitution H ill .' '

Some years elapsed before the construction of the Hack
street com menced , owing to the con tin ued opposition on the
part of owners of the home lots who resented the remova l
of the familv buria l lots which had been located on the hil l
side for manv vears. E vent ual lv the opposition yielded,
the lines of the' street were t:st:tb'lished in accordance with
a new plat drawn in 1756 , compensation was voted for dam
ages to lot owners and work on the highway, later identified
as Hcnet ir Street, was undertaken. T he southern end was
built first and bv the summer of 1758 the whole length
was comple ted. "The only buria l lot which now survives is
the one where Pardon T ill ing hast and about thirt y of his
descenda nts arc buried , ncar the corner of Benefit and
Transit streets.

T he area of Pro vidence, which had bee n reduced in 17J 1
by the setting oti of thr ee town" ( pag-e I 17) was further con
tracted bv the remova l of the southe rn and western areas
which were incorporated , resp ectively, as C ransron in 1i H
and j ohnston in 1759." T he revised bound" of P rovid ence
began at the head of I Iawkin- cove, whe re t he Rh ud e Island
H ospital is located . ran wester ly to the head of Bened ict
pond ( ncar the junction of the prese nt T errace and Il ill 
wood st reets} , then northerly to Woonasquatuckct r -i ver-

H Henrv C. D"n , 1'Iu "I../JIlinK ""I'{ (;",,:('111 ('/ P"'A,iJ",,,... [Provi
deuce, I ~ ~ l ) , hereaf ter Durr , 1'. I ~ ll .

'" /'I.;IJ "/ l1 i" h :t"".\'$, I, 17.
" R. I , C. R., v. ,HI ~_V-!O; \ '1, I 'H, C r,m ston was 11.1111.,.1 f"r Samuel

Cranston, K"".-rnor of lhe cu l"ll.' 1 6 ') ~ · 1 ; 27; JnJ johnston fur ,\UgUltUI
johnston, ;ltlurne,\" gellcr,ll, I 7; ~ . () I),
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(near Ol neyvi llc Square) and foll owed the lines of that
river to Smit hfield.

T he inhabi tants of the compact part of the town in 175-1
represented to the Ccneral :\ssemhly tha t there was "a great
necessity to han: a water engine of a large size, purchased ,
to extinguish fires, that may casua lly break out in said town;
and that the best way to ob tain one , will be by laying a t3.X
on the houses, goods and other things, to be destroyed by
lire.''' ' T he necessary au thority was granted, the tax levied,
and the engine , pu rchased in London, was delivered in 1756
and quartered on the gangway north of the Baptist :'\. Ieeting
H ouse (Smith Street} .

In 1758 the Co untv I l ouse was dcstroved bv fire. T he
wate r engine proved to be of so litt le \':tl~e th~t a new tax
was levied and a la rger engine was ordered from Lo nd on
which arrived in 1760 and was quartered on the T own
P arade I M arket Square J. T he General Assembly in 1759
authorized the town of P rovidence to appoint lire-wards,
made certain r ules and regu lations governing the lighting
of fires, and deli ned the limits of the compact part of the
to wn in which the rules should apply."

.-\ Co lonia l postal -ervicc was insrirurcd in P rovidence in
1758, in which yea r Sa muel Chase was appoi nted post
ma-te r . T he post office was first located in a 2-s tory build
ing , opposite King 's Ch urch , as an appendage to a book
seller's shop.'

"'R.I.C.R., \ ',-Hl l .

." R. I, ,~,-IJ .111" Rodr'"" 1;-:;1,1, r. 71,1. T he limits were ~s {ull"w§:
" The H ouse uf J J lx'z W h ir r ll". JnJ IhJI of I'eter RJnJ JI, stJIIJing 0rro
sile to it [un Hu nch Avenue, (ll'rmite :\urt h Buri,l l Ground I. Jnd. from
thence ~outhward. all the Build ings t hJt Me ur shJII he erected. hUlling
"n. Or ncar adjacent to the ~lreeB, hoth ,,1.1 ~n,1 nvw, lu th~' U1l11,,,, t E xtent ,
to,ltdhawilh all the :\ I ill> and H ou ses in Ih,11 r~rt "f the said T own. which
is called C harlestown as ht westward as the Town -Po und ( west of \Io; hH
sud river between Smit h ~nJ Orms 'IH'cIS I, an d all such 1' .ln " f the ... i,\
T " wn ~s is called the Point I\ \ 'l'y h"" l,t [, 'I' f.u W cstws rd as the Bury ing-
I'h "e 1\ \'e,\"OOs,el and BroJ J streels )."

" Dorr, r-19 <) .



Report of War Records Subdivision,
State Co uncil of Defense

The W ar Record s Subdivision was originally constituted.
by Governor J. H oward -' lcG rath as a Committee for the
Conservation of War Records. H e appointed the foll owing
persons to serve on this Co mmit rcc: Miss Al ice B. Almv of
Bristol, -' I i"" Sallie E. Coy of Westerly, Dr. Fr:mk J.
Canning of Pawtucket, Miss Grace :'\1. Sher-e..ood and J ohn
\Y. Ib ier of Providence, D r. Stephen B. L uce of Newport,
and. W ill iam G. Roclkcr of W arwick, who was designated
as Chairman.

Shortly after the first meeting, which was held at the
Rhode bland. H istc ricnl Society, 52 P ower Street, P rovi
dence . October JO, 19'+2, the Committee became the War
Records Subdivision of the P ublic Relations Di vision of the
State Council of Dcfcn-c , with Ylr. Roelker a" Chief, :'o I i ~ ...
Sherwood a" Deputy, ;\ Ji.... Almy as Recorder. and H enry
K. Yvc as Secrctarv.

:\ 'report recently made to the Governor by the Subdivi
sion recounts that several mee tings were held to de termine
the procedure, for which there was no local and little na
tiona! precedent. E ventual ly, it was agreed that two courses
of action were fundamental: to record the names and ad 
drcs...e"', and other factual information regarding the men
and women in all branchc... of the service of our coun rrv, and
to compi le in the forty -three citie.... and to wns scrapbook-
containing new paper and other item.. relating to the ...crvicc
of their citizen .

H onor Rol ls arc be ing prepa red in many cities and towns ,
and others an: plan ning to prepare such Ii... ts for perm anent
pre..c rvariou. I f etch city and town eventual ly prepares
an H onor Roll , t his will provide the W ar Record" Subdi
vision wit h a" complete a list of per sons in th e service as it is
possible to secure. 'secretary Vye has been "err helpfu l in
promoting this work. \"hen completed a micro film will he
made of each H onor Roll which will he deposited ill th e
W ar Record.. Libra ry.
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In further refe rence to the preservation of newspaper
ite ms and stories of war intcre ... t , this phase of the work is
proceeding favorably. T here is an "Archivi stv-c-rhe ti tle
:el~::e~ !~)T,thl' indi,"idua l doing the work-now operating
II~ - I cures and to"~l"', ;\ uniform type of scrapbook fur
uishcd by the ~tate IS ~~ing used , together with the paste
and necessary fillers. I he ...c scrapbooks arc being indexed
on regular libra ry index cards.

T his work has been grea tly expanded in the last few
mon th s. :'o la ny Archivists did not wish to undertake the
wor k unless back numbers of papers migh t be secured-c-at
lea... t a" far back as J uly, J9~2. Fortunately, these have been
...ccu:ed. ~ n ~ ewport, the H istorica l Society had been pre
servmg clippings for more than a "ear, the H arri ... In... titute
J.ibrarv i',l \ \"oonsocker had a suprh' of rapers in their base
ment dating back to 19~1. T he Sccrcrarv had a va luable
supply of back papers, and :'o Ir. H ale , ' of the Subdivi...ion
offered his file of back numbers of the JOIln/al and Bulletin.

An added feature i~ the collection of the information in
regard to the Sunday afternoons at Hoger Will iams Park
which ba-, been supplied by the P rovidence Sundav Recrea-
tion Committee. w. G. R.

Book Review
..\ CIIR""I(' I .t. 0.' 'I'll.; F"MII,Y 0.

I'lm ._IRO F . Ht"I .• 'w I'I II U , I 'f l. P III A

l'rr/,-JrrJ P.\· .\I ,tr ia »...-011 H.,ale Chance
1I,,, ~rt,,rJ. 1'1'P, " , i , " d y p,i nl <J , l' p. 2". p, ,,t u•• ly illm,p tr J .

'I'his CIlRO"I('I.r ".' "1'1110 r% ~ I II " <w Fun AlII' F. Ih :"",,F Of' I' III L,o.

1) F1 , I' H I,o. is plc.lunl tn rid Ill' in wartime, fur more than une reason .
It is pri\-ate1r published. the furmrt i$ dignilicJ In,1 handsome. the t.ITc

1.uge Jnd \'cr~- clear . ,\ nd the p,tpcr un which it is printed might he a
rlea~ure, even In those who do nol think in terms of 1\ I'v- and proof-
reading, m.1 p'lpcr shortages . .

Hut lhere He solider reasons rhan these fur pleJHlrC, For this is lhe storv
of. a profuundlv I\mcrican f.lI11il,I '. whose liN JIKeslor came In \ ' irg ini;
With J letter from C harl es I I, crlling him "ThoI1LI~ Beale. uf whose ahil
itit~ and pruden,:c the K ing hath h"J lung cxpcricncc."
. Charles II was never un",. as \\'l' remember our hi,tnr~, to <JI'cri nJuJgc
III prudence, but he flU.\" hal'", felt it;l virtue on the I'.HI of others.
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hlood.] Rebecca Ji-l a ~oo,l job, for ,he haJ three chilJrcn, and al'p':Ms,
in spite of the apl1.1 l1 ing taste with which ,he wrote , to have be.:n a sensible,
and even a wise mother. nut the p.:n has bctravcd more than one hum an
being , anJ , after all, she wa' br profession a mother, not a writer, anJ
arplren llr succeeded at her own profession. T he mothers of the presen t
generation succeed be,t. w... knO\•. as tran,lI... rs.

1I.l ,I II..<" C \ I' O\ I· ~I\ '1ILl ,I "' .1!'h!'

O ne of Rd ",.',",I"; succcsws W ,I ,; r .llkJ \1.UI' Anna, who 111.1 rricd T ruxtun
Iteal" of \ \ ·.I, hin;:lon, .rud whose Icltns 10· her ,i, tn . w-it ten from that
<·it," Jurin;: the C ivil \\ ':Ir, colll,1, of thei r Lind . hHlll.'- be bet tered. For
it is from such recor, l, .1\ t ll<·s<· ("h':11 they combi ne d .n it.,· with what i,
simple ,l ll,l d.'!;lil." I ) tkl t m"llcr, of grc,l! depth "nJ of great import.mcc

to histori ans become known. The d.rilv life. the dailv 11100<.1. thc dailv toss
oi hopes and Icar s is better reenrdcJ ~~. such pcuple'thln br ln~· G ibbon,
or G rcen. or Strachcy. \1J ry .\nn.1\ ph rrsc "cvcrjrhing is turned so ur
liJc Jown:' rerlccu our own sense of dislccation 1<...Ia\-, ln,1 even is an echo
Hf th.1l song of our Re , ol u l i "na r~- timc', T he W;,rlJ T urned l" p;; idc
Down.

li n in terests are the normal interest. of a woman in wartime, personal
anJ active. ~he boiled c/(I(s for Robert (;,.>JJ l rJ , "who \\ a, full of life and
spirit; ar the iJea of thc mOl'c:' anJ all of Provid ence that call now remem
bc r the dignitic J anJ important nun who mOl·ed aOlon,l\: them , rhe man
so well loved bv his ccmmunitv \\illlik", 10 think of a bov, "full of life
,mJ spirits ." .. .

La ter, \ I.n~- .\nna u~-s "the ~-ounger GnJ ,iJ rJ s are charming." 2nd
continu~ tha t she UVi, on Jul~- 4, I l' f) I . " Willia m GodJ arJ, who haJ just
rome back-s-so bright .linJ ga.'- Jn J gl..J to return."

T hC5C were the bOIS of our COi.Intn·, Xcn h and ~)ulh, who " went to
war with an ai r, as Ih~ul:'h th".'" were g;'in,l\: 10 a Nil:'

But 'tar:'· .-\ nnJ was not onl~ "om..nlv, anJ blesseJ with simpliciry:
like her fo rbears, G eo rg e Beale , T homa" T rult un, and others, shc had
gum ption. For when• after a fierce eng..gcmcnr, in which the South thor
oughl~- tro unced the Xcn h. ~-ounl:' William GoJ darJ declared 10 her thai
"h.: (;Ired for nmhing furthe r in life:' \hr:' ..\ nnJ tolJ him, roundly,
tha t this " was a morbiJ f.·dinl:' he seemed lu encourage anJ-not true
ptriuti~m, but personal Jiurrointment:'

T here is sense . tenaein and wa rmth of heart in \1J n · Anna ; and ch arm,
too. \ \· c feci no ~1II.l1I .. irC'C tion for her. .

T~lc them "II in all. l'o wcrs, and T illinl:' haHli' "Iru xruns and Beales
have produced a line with which we, as ..\ merican5, C2n be well pleased,
and we like 10 remember. that though he was only eigh tee n when killed in
Fra nce in th e First ,,'orlJ \\ ·ar, \ \ ·allcr Blaine Beale, was, at thai car).
.1gC. 't r il ingl.'" par t uf ~ l1ch. Th is book cnnuins. below his photog rap h th·c
words, " .-\ wonderful p"rsonalit.'" wcnt out {hat night at Fuvez.in." HUI ,
since per sonality merely ~ppeJrs to ,l\:0 out, and, accordin~ to those wh ose
' J'cci21 3l."omrl i,hmcnl it is 10 kn ow <;"J , J i"'rrcJ rs I" cur e,'l· ~et con 
l inuc' iTs Jirfercnt li fc. we like to thinl of Walla Ileal.·, both in the paH
an d in th" present.

,\11 these !-""-'OI-' Iewere brne pc<>pl(', non e of them (no, nUl even Kd ....·cca !)
see ms to have thought lifc more imrort ant th~n the W ,I .I ' .'"" u live it, ~nJ

h h' 2rd F. Beak . though horn too bte for the Civil W,lf and roo early for
the World \\"are, displayed the same cu jojmcnt of a ,!.In/o:erous life, though
he took it "ut in riding to hound s, with K,l,lnor llu nr.

.-\nJ in his pasc,",,1 rdati"n ,h il" , W", whu have knmll' him from our
child hood. remembe r him :IS lind, subtle, hnmuruu c, an,1 a 1110;t endea r
ing gcnllcm,lll .



r. F ' F ~ l .... . ,· O F ;\ H'I tnl ~' 1' 0 \\ t ,R , living in Provid ence. R. I.• ! t>-IQ

\\' hen we tinish ,\ CIl R<l' I ('U. o~- Til l' F.nllU' o f En \\ ~ R Il F. Ih ~ l. r

OF !' 1I1l." 0 H .I' ltI .. we realize th .u the differ ence bet ween th is pleJ'-lnl
book [compile d b~' \lJr iJ. Scort BC'31e C lu nce) 3nd 3 bllok I:- ~' 3 r ruk» iollJ l
w riter is, thJt rhe lat te r collec ts his fac ts, an d prL-scn ts them. not 3S3 sqi"s
of isolJled ."el inle relting eve nts, bill 3; J series whic h he hJS see n fru m 3
gre31 height J nd wh ich. Ihough rc nuining J ;<"'quence. i, . b." th3t gl.mce.
made intoa w hole.•\ t lcJSI. th e successful pro fessio na l w rite r docs so. T h"
mos t successful am at eur Write r is not ,1pt 10 achieve this without h3,-in!:
w ritt en 50 much rhae he has ce,1§cJ 10 be amateur, :l.nJ hewme prof ,,» ion ,1l.

Yel just such wo rks ,1S Ih is have 3 peculiar ",1I11C to .-\meric,1 loJJ~.

C i,·il i7.Jl ion mol." nor su rvire rhis wU- ,1gJ in . ir m3Y. Bur. wh ether or no .
we have in ou r COllnlr~' , owing to the "er~' fOf[u nJ.re bel of ,1 U,le s~ .r"m .
Ihe diudnnu Ji:" of rh 31 b el, one of w hich is that we forge t the riche~ of
ou r lesser hisro rv. more often expreee.I b~',1 f,1m i J~' th Jn b~' the rurioml
life..\ nd, J. S ,1 nation is onl~',15 good,15 irs in dividual f..m ilit.'i. tn e""r~'

reminder " f women 3nJ men lile rhese hu its value fo r ,1l1.-\m"rinnl who
rn J 3001.11 them. " OI J :\ ~mcleiS" h,1' produced .. new crop of herocs ;
t he re were gi,1nts in those dJ~ s. too.

T he \l e..dows :O t 'H'" \ ·AL E ..- n ' F: \!IT (' I U :L I .

!' olow" m llt r\ If>. ,, ' ill i,1 m Gammell, Jr.l

(2 ) J o",' I'll L, ,,, ',,"" '1'" u ... (; It ""
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American Rooms in Miniature
By l.Yl)I A P OWI-: I.-

T he series of thi rt v-seven American Rooms in M iniat ure
h~· .\ Ir.;. J ames \\':lTd Thorne of Chicago an: un view until
Xovembcr twenty-fourth at the M useum of Art of t he
Rhode bland Sehoul of Design. T hese tiny rooms are in
crediblv accura te re-creations on the scale of one inch to
the f~t. taken for the most part fr om actual interiors.
They show the development of Ame r ican interior arc hi
teet urc and furnishings, beg inn ing with a .\ Iassachusct b
kirchen-Iiving room of 1675, foll owing th roug h t he sue
reedi ng decades, ending with a contempora ry San Fran 
cisco penth ouse apartment .

Rhode Island is represented by a drawing room from a
hou,e in W arren th at formerly stood at J92 South 'Yater
Street . It "''':IS built about the vear 1820 bvthe Rh ode Island
arc hitect , Russell W arren, 'for the Q~aker ship owner ,
J ames :'o Iaxwel l. In the Thorne Room catalog it is re 
ferred to as the Waterman H ouse, though it was not until
18+'7 that the house was bought by J ohn Olney Waterman,
when he moved to Warren to found th e Warren M anufac
turing Company. The house was demolished within the
past five or ten years . The paneling from the room repro
duced by M rs. Thorne now adorn s a house ncar Ph iladel 
phia. Although the house was pr obably built as late as
1820, the interior architecture could very easily be given an

T he paneling in the Xlaxwcl l-Wntcrman H ouse is rich
and substantial. T he proportions arc rat her broad and low.
It shows a two story mantel elaborately de corated. Deeply
carved brackets suppor t the pilastered overmnntel. In th e
or iginal a flattened pediment broke the line of the room
cornice, while urn s d ecorated the ends and opening of the
pediment. M rs. T horne has not ill thi s case reproduced

t\1rs. Lydi.l !'m l d is D irn"tor of Ed uc,l! ion of the \l u. eull\ of A n ,
Rhode Islan d Schoo l uf Desig n,I(;.'".,.,
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th e r-oom cxnctlv as it was, as th e urns have been om itted in
the min iat ure and the pediment of mantel and doors end
below the cornice. T he characte r of the Russell Warren
rooms of this type has , however, been preserved. T he accu
rare Goddard and Town-end furniture in miniatu re [ouk
ent ire ly at home in this re -creation of a R hod e Island back
ground.

The orig ina l owner, J ames Maxwell, must han : IX'clI a
colorful and de termined characte r, j udging from a port ra it
now in po"'C..''',,ion of his great-granddaugh ter. The -ror y i."
told of hi" impatience with th e stevedores who Were lan 
gu id ly unloading one of his ships. H e rebuk ed th em a"
forcihl y as the plain speech of the Friends permitted . but
without the desired results of hastening the work. :'oIr .
M axwell betook him-elf to a ne igh bor who wa- Ill)" :l

Quaker and ....aid, "Thee go down there and -pe ak with rhein
in /Ii)' language."

T he inclusion o f a room from a house built hy Ru -wl i
Wa rren sho uld remind Rhod e Islanders of thi s nati ve
arch itect '< rea lly re markable achie vcm cn r- . T here is per 
hap" no architect- builde r of his time wh ose work is mo...:
illu-t rarivc of t he transitions and developmen t of Am erican
build ing in th e period between 1800 ( the date of Warren's
own house in Bri..tol I to the Greek neo-clns..ic Arcade tu
Providcncc th at he built in collaboration with lame.. C.
Buckl in in 182 8. In J8+0 he built the E mpire hou..c w:t h
Eg ~pt ia n rem iniscence in columns and pila-rer-, ar I II
Charles Field Street, Providence, owned and occupied h~

Robert F. Shepard.
Warren was cncrmou-ly proli fic and sometime- ill a....\1 

ci.uion with his brothe rs or with lames C. Bucklin has left
enough work in Rhmk Isla nd alo'ne to serve as a sub-rnnt iul
ba..is fur a detai led stud" of his intiucnce.

l ie also built a nurnher of houses in Charleston , Sou th
Carolina. The porch at Carrington H ouse, Provid ence, is
an excellent example of the type of work Warren did under
the intlucucc of the Charlestonian tradition.

H czckiah Anthony Dyer ( I H7 3- 19+3)

T he Society has su ffered a great loss in the death of
H czek iah An thony D yer. a loya l member of many years
standing. X o member e\ vr d id more to popularize its wor k.
Beyond his service as P resident in 193+-36, :'\ 11'. Dyer was
Chairman of the M embe r-hip Committee which has rc
cently added so many new names to the ro lls . lie was per
sonally popular with many members and everyone enjoyed
his spontaneous addres-cs and gay impromptu remarks.

Descended from many prominent families he sensed the
value of the Society to the community and never missed an
opportunity to proclaim the virtues of Rhude Island. His
grandfather, the first C ovcmor E lisha Dyer, joined the
Society in 1839. his father, the second C overncr cf the same
name. handed on the tradition to his sun.

At the critical moment in 194-1 when the Society had to
decide whether to mow ro J uhn Brown H ouse, M r. D yer
did not hesitate. Il l' s..1.W it as a perfect marriage uf the
fourth oldest historical societv with a famous old man sion
and he expressed his approval un every ce ca-ion . It is not
too much to sav that the move could have not been made if
he had not thrown the full weight of his influence in irs
favor. At the final meeti ng in the uld Cabinet, :'o Il'. Dyer
appropriately closed t he exe rcises wit h a tribute to the pa...t
and a forecast of the days of progress which b y ahead in
t he magni ficent ne w home.

O nce th e moving had beg un , :'\1 1'. Dyer enthusiastically
devoted his energies to t he di fficult tas k of arranging the
pict ures , caref ully select ing the hest locati on to display each
one. The success of his efforts is approved daily by many
visitors , and will lung rem ain :l memorial to his taste.

H e will , indeed, IX' missed .
W. G. R.



N cws - i':ores
of the Rhode Island H istorical Society

M r. Richard Lebaron Bowen ha~ been elec ted C hairman
of the Build ing and C ruunds Comm ittee in the place of
;\ ) 1'. Clarke F reeman, rcsig ucd , M r. L Newt on H ayes,
Chairman of the Xlc mbership Cornrnir ree in the place of
Col. I L Anthony D yer , deceased.

Xl r. Peter D avidson has been appoin ted general assis tan t
to the Librarian and Cabinet -Keeper. :\ l r~ . 1hi~y Seamans
will occupy the desk in the office of the 1rirecror Oil the first
R O ll !" and he in charge of membership records , ma iling lists
and the financial accounts; :\ lr~. Eleanor La mon t and :\. I r ~.

Norma ;'\1rCaffrey will attend to accessions, cataloguing ,
etc. , in the librarv on the second floor.

O ur membership reached a new record (Ill O ctober 15,
19-k\ with a tota l of 9+5, a gain of 59 since Ap ril. A
print ed lis t of memhers is enclosed herewith.

T he Socie ty is open every week day, except Saturday,
fr um 9 A. :\ 1. to 5 P . :\.1., Tuesday evenings from 7 to 9
I' . :\ 1., and Sunday af ternoons from .\ to 5 P. :\ 1.

w. o. It.
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