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A Post- War Project for the Soc iety

.-1Sratcmrnt by fhe Prrsidrut.

C II.\R LES B. :\ lACKI !\' l\' E Y

:\ t t he time the R hode Is la nd Historical Societv vo ted to
accept t he noble gi ft of the John Bro wn I 'louse, many of us
who were associa ted with the preparat ory studies wer-e
aware th at im portant extensions and additions migh t be
req uired in order properly to house the m use um and pro
vide an adequate lect ure ha ll.

T his condition has come to pass m uch sooner than we
anticipated. In the last six months, nearly 3,000 persons
have been counted at lectu res and ether meetings in our
bui lding, and this is in addi t ion ru the large number of
studen ts and casual visi tors.

For a numbe r of months we have been gi\ 'ing thi s post 
war project our careful considera tion, and, according to our
present pla n, it see ms advisable to ma ke an addition on the
northerly side of the house in order to provide mot-e space
for a museum and a lecture hall. Other suggested p lans
for the deve lopment of the property near the corner of
Benef it and Charles Field streets have been abandoned
because such an addition might detract from the value
of John Brown H ouse.

i n consultation with our archi tec t me mbers we arc now
pre pa ring a plan for the use of the kitchen and the court
yard, ;III of which can he hea ted from our cen tral heating
plan t and can be supervised by one sta ff.
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While this is definitely a plY.'-t-war project, p lans must be
made 1l0W in order that we mar proceed when the time is
ripe. I r is impossible to form an)' definite estimate of the
COst of the-e extensions, hut it would seem that rbcv could
not he done fur less than $50,000. .

Since additiona l personnel, hea ting , and ligh ting expense
will he required, it is advisable to ask fo r an addition to our
endowment fund <o that we mar ma intai n the plan t withou t
undue bu rd en Ull our membership. Seve ra l gi f ts h :JSC

a lrea d y been made an d ot hers p led ged for this purp ose , and
we hope tha t ou r me mbers and friends will make contrib u
tions, all of which mav be ded ucted from their income tax
as gi fts to an cducati~nal ins t itution .

An O utstanding Gift
F rom H e n. Frederick S. Peck of Barri ng ton, the Society

has received recently a most important gift : I0 manuscripts,
a mo ng which arc five autog raph letters by R oger Wil liams.
Also included in the gi ft are a letter written by Gregory
Dexter and signed by him, Ruger Wi ll iams, and Arthur
Fenner, a nother lett er signed by th e same three me n, two
letter s signed by Will iam Jfarris, and the P rovidence Oat h
of Alleg ian ce (1 65 1/ 2) , signed by 12 promine nt ea rly
set tlers of Providence.

Such a magni ficen t gi ft se ldom comes to th e Socie ty, and
we arc deep ly indebted to M r. Peck for his gene rosi ty.
T hat generosity has been disp layed on several occasions
recen tly, in gifts of manuscript materia l on J ohn Brown
and his bu..ine» associate.., of letters to and from Gen.
X arhanac l Greene and other Revo lut ionary War figures ,
and of a ma~s of manuscript material relating to the Peck
family in early Xew E ngl a nd .

T he 10 manuscripts must recent ly given by ;\ Ir. Peck
will be discussed in detai l ill the next issue of RI/Odd Islan.l
I tistorv. P resent indications arc that two of the \Vill iarm
letters 'have never been printed , and the same app lies , ap
parentl y, to one of the letters signed by W ill ia m.., Dexter,
and Fenne r, and tu one of the Wil liam H ar ris letters.

Sullivan Dor r, China 'I'rader
b:~ H OW AII. U CORXIXG *

T he young man about whom I am going tu talk tonight
went out tu China in the earfv dan. uf the American trade.
T his trade was enti rely through the port of Canton
and E urop ean countries had been represented there for
ma ny years. As far as the E ngl ish spea king people were
concerned , it had been dominated by the great E ast Ind ia
Company. T here arc plenty of detailed records of the
American trade with China , commencing with the ea rly
decades of the 19th century, but here is a three year~' story
beginning in the last years of the 18th century, which is
t he earliest continuous record that I have been able to dis
cover of an American resident in Canton , and a:-. we follow
him, the whole picture of the China trade arises before u...
I think it requires imagination to picture the difficulties of
trade after the independence of th is count ry had been won.
Of actual hard money, so called, there was hardly any
and what there was, was in pieces of foreign denominat ion .
I remembe r reading with interest , the opening entries of
t he M assachuset ts Bank of abou t the time of these d iar ies
and all the coins they had were in denomination- of Great
Britain, France , Spain and Port uga l, with an intinitestimal
collection of American dollars at the end. T heil, someone
discovered the trade in sea otter pelts Ull the Xorthwe-t
coast of X orth America, frum the mouth uf the Columbia
northward, beyond Vancouver bland. B~' offering beads
and similar objects tu the natives , one could obtain the
-kins of the sea otter which would easily bring, in good
condi tion, twent v rc twentv-fivc dollar- each in China.
T his opportunity was not neglected. L ater, as we shall
sec, the Indians wanted more and more for each skin as
their wants were satisfied and of course , the slaughte r of
t he ut te r di minished t he -,upply. :\11 this is ill u..tratcd
in young D on-'s ex periences and he writes in detail of the
• T hi. i• • p'p~r r~. J b, \Jr . C" r n;n, ""'or~ I h ~ .'i. ,';d ' in .\ pril. 1'1" 1. T hr . "Ih.. ,
i. <"..for "I Ih. E.... Inotil"l r . 5.lrm , \1 ....



76 KHO DE ISI.:\:\D Hl STOKY SU.J." -.\:\ \)OKK . CIII:\ "\ TK.-\l>EK

great advantage of being able to bur teas for cash rath er
than for barter . '[he cash go t him a higher grade tea at
a cheaper price, as would he perfectly natural. H e also
illustrates what happened to many young men anxious to
get on in the world, who went out to China, isolated them
selves for a numbe r of years and then returned to go into
business at home or ret ire on a competence. Isolation
is a fairly apt word, for they had few if any companions
and no chance to am use the mselves. New England homes
are full of the souvenirs of these young men. :\ few
founded great houses based on this trade with the Far
East, and the younger members of the fami ly and their
friends went out as they became of age , spent year s there
and then came hack with what seemed, in those days, a
comfortable fortune. This again is illustrated in thi s story.
I have closed this article with his re turn to thi s country ;
the rest of his li fe was spent here in Providence and can
be far bett er related by one of your own citizens.

Sullivan Don-, the subject of th is paper, was horn in
Boston, October 12, l 77 f1. H e was the tenth child and
the seventh son of Ebenezer Dorr, who was the four th in
descent from Edward Dorr , the emigra nt. Ebenezer
was born in Roxbury the 20th of :'\Jarch, IiJ9 , and died
in Boston, September 29, 1809. H e married fi rst, Abigail
Cu nni ngham, J anuary 7, 1762 ; she died April 10,1 798,
and he then married El iza F link, who survived him until
J une 10, 183 I. This -erond marri age occurred whil e Sul 
linn Dorr was in Canton and he refers to it several times.
In 1763, after his first marriage, the fath er moved to
Boston and as late as 1767, he wa-s. specifi ed in the local
director ies as a leather dresser. Later he was called a mer
chant. His store was :\0. 27 Long Wh arf, Roston . Just
when Ebenezer began to interest himself in the shipping
trade 1 haven 't as vet found out but on October 19, 1772,
he and Caleb Davis of Heston, as owners of the schooner
Do....·e, gave sailing orders h ) Asa H atch, t he master . This
was a voyage to Balt imore and hack and , in the Davis Papers

in the M assachusett s H istor ical Society, there arc records
of Davis and D OIT doing business t;)get her as earl y as
176 1-1 765.

T he next record of the Dorrs is on the Northwest
Coast, where the" went in the earlv dan of the fur trade
and from that it ~·a~ an ca-y, in factnecessary, step to their
trade with Ch ina. Two let ter -books, an account-book, and
a bock of instr uctions fur anvbod v who succeeded the
son arc in existence in R hode Island and have been kindly
lent to me to be copied. From these: books comes this
summary of the introd uction of a young man not yet 21
years of age' to the China Trade in its early days. T his
record of four r ears in Cant on, starting in September 1799
and continuing unt il his departure for home in January
180.1, is t he earl iest contin uous record of any prolonged
stay at Canton that is at present available. Young Dorr,
when he went out to Canton , was a lit tle over twenty years
old and hi-s. corresponde nce, in the earl iest da ys, was largel y
with his Father and also with the firm of J . and J. Durr ,
which consisted of the olde r brothers J oseph, burn De
cemher 2, 1767 and J ohn, born October 2, 1770. Later
he had corres pondence with ano ther broth er, Andrew
Cun ning ham Dorr, who wa-s. born Augu st 11, I i72. T he
fi rm of J oseph and John Dorr in 1796 had an office at
I(I Kilby Street, Boston.

The activities of the Dorr Familv in the Pacific Ocean
would make quite a story in itself b~ t its record s arc sot
tered or destroyed. T here are a log book and some letters
in the Hutton Histor ical Coll ection in Detroit and there
are indications that at ant: time there were papers Oil the
Pacific Coast hut so far they have not come to lig ht.

T he records of the Boston Custom H ouse give a list
of 23 vessel.. in which the Dorr Family had a large inte r
e-t - in fact, with the exception of 11\"t:, all th e vessels
were regis tered en tire ly in the l Iorr- name. Ebe nezer of
this family also claimed to he the fir-:-t BoSTOn man to send
a vessel to Cant on.
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What education young Sullivan had I han not been
able to discove r hut he wrote :I good hand and expressed
himself well. I am judgin g fr om letter COP }' books whi ch
naru rallv would he wr itt en with out can: for derail s. At
an)' rat e th is ),oung man arrived in Canton be fore his
twenty-fi rst birthday, th ere to represent th e famil y in its
Pacif ic Ocean trade. Pa rt of hi-, first letter reads as
follows :

It mJ~' be Jmuscing 10 ...~ th.rt "" were J I JJ~' tn ~t..'\nthon~'••
42 to the lin". ,II tu the ('Jpc. St. PJuls 91'1 blowing hard, could not..,,,,
ir, made ~umJtu II 'J dJ\'S. uri"ed ae :'-b UCCJ I ; ; JJH. the CJ,UloC of
our f..lling to 1L..,,,uJ ~;IY be imputed to "Jnt of ~ good celestial
obsernlion exp,,,cling ccruinl)' to get through :'ounda. Ihinking we
migh l through BJli. bOI oor reckoning pot us 1I J"grees to wind.....ard
of "here we were , .....hjch .. good sexton .....oulJ have corrected resorteJ
to in proper $C:JliOn, I would recommend potting one in e"er~' Vessell,
~'ou mJ)' be concerneJ in. the expense being ampl~' p:JiJ b~' en..hling
one to take JJnntJge of .. knowledge of the cxactjr ude of hi. aituat jon.

A casua l reading of the logs of voyages in the Paci f ic
in those "ears shows how mu ch there still was to discover
and chart, and Dorr in th e same letter wrote home what
he heard for the benefit of the captains as foll ows :

It has of late been Ihorooghl~' ..scertained b~' a scf\'e~' IhJ t Vande
mJ", bnd l i. SlT..rated from Xcw Holland ' h~' .. slr..it of 100 :'-til",
..... iJ". and chull wi ll be OUI from EngbnJ soon, it i. suppuseJ rh..t
it m..,. faciliutc the I I pn>-Jge to this J little, bot prob ..hl.,· it is not
so ni(e1~' ex plored JS10 b," Jown e\'er~' d..nger. lhc rcfore untill .. more
nice cUminJlion be h..J would nOI ,'enlur" thJI w..y.

Young I Jor-r carne out to China with an ag reement that
he was to have J7r on the business transacted fo r th e family
plus the expen ses of living in Canton . AS:I t raining for
thi s work he had probably had three or four years in his
father's and brothers' houses. I can find no refe rence that
wou ld lead one to think he had ever been on the X orthwcst
Coast, th ough fami liar en ou gh with it, and with th e men
going the re, from his work in the office.

The system under which business was transacted in
Cant oII when young Dorr arrived was already developed

1v.nd,·,,,. ,,. I..Ir,,1= ....""."i•.
~ :-; •." lI " lI , ,,u = .\~.lr;di".

and tested b)' experie nce with the other nations trading
wit h C hina . Already the E ngl ish, Dutch, Fre nch, Danes,
Swedes, Spaniards and Au st rians had bee n there. So me
contin ued ; othe rs , like the Au strians or Imper ia ls were
about to disappear. The conte mpt the Chinese had fo r a ll
foreigners , coupled wit h -u-picion, led to the most stringent
rules being imposed upon all foreign ers as to t heir living
q uarters as wel l as to t he met hods of doi ng business, A
vesse l bringing in merchandis e wh ich it wished to ~II or
exchange for Chinese com modi ties , stopped in t he first
place at vt acco, at the mout h of t he ( anton R iver. T his
was a Portugu ese set tlemen t, dati ng hack to t he 16t h Ce n
tury and the on ly place in a ll China where fon .. igners could
go and be free of the stringent C hinese regulations. It
was a sma ll set tlement on a peninsula of t he larger M acao
Island an d t he lett ers and diaries of th e times show that
the re laxatio n wa.. mo re by way of com parison than any
real ho liday.

I la ving stopped at ),IaCIO and secured a dlOp, or rer~

mission to proceed up river, t he ship was agai n sto pped
at P earl River, so-ca lled , examined agai n a nd at that place.
took on a Ch inese pilot . If no fa ult was found wit h the
ship, she again proceeded on her way and fi nall y carne to
a ncho r at Whampca, 12 mi les below Canton. This was
the ancho rage for all the shi ps doing business at th is port
and at th e tim e of the an nual market for teas, presented
a br illiant and var ied scene,

From Wbampoa to Canton proper, com munication was
had by me ans of boats and all load ing and unl oadi ng had
to be don e fr om Can ton by means of lighters. H aving
taken his ship succcssfully to th e Wham poa anchorage,
the individual wh o wished to do business in Canton then
had to put hi mself in th e: hands of a securi ty merchant,
so-ca lled , for all buying and sel ling , by a decree of the
Chinese govern ment, was in the hands of a group of me r
chants known as th e: C(j~ /J{)//~. I rorr, in his not ebook for
the advice of his successo r, mentions the Jist of the men
at that time.
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The reputation of the men , who from time to time
form ed this Co-bong, through all the time trade was car
ried .on in Canton, was exceptionally high, T here were
occasions when 1 000~s occurred through them but that doe!'
not alter the fact tha t all persons who commented at all
on their dealings spoke favorably of them.

F ORt:. ",,, F ",cToRI B "'T C.\ "TO"

r,.... ..,..''''i'', i" , h, , . " " " ... 011.' F'''J
I""it~u_ S..I, ..., .\1.. , . .

l ia,·ing. secured his merchant, the only other thing to
do was to find a place to cond uct his business and live . All
foreig ner!' of what eve r description doing business in CUl 

ton, we~e forced to live on a piece of land about one quarter
of a mile square, bounded by the river in front and bv
T hirteen Factory Street in the rear, and on one end b~
H og Lane and on the other by O ld Chi na Street. Be\ 'und
these hounds, no foreigner could go. T he factor ies them
selves were on this compound , the lower story being used
for storage of whatever goods the trader had on hand, while
the il' -1Il1; quar ter s were upstairs, In front of each fac
torr floated the fl ag of the nation rep resented, T hese

Sl'LLI\ '..vx DORR , crux., T RADER !ll

houses were occupied by var ious people, eith er the owners
or somebody to whom the owners leased them. In fact ,
captains from various ships mig ht he in the same house.
Dorr had charge of several factor ies that belonged to his
predecessor, the rents from which he transmitted to the
owner. H e also later built his own factory.

Xo women were allowed in this compound and an inter
national incident was nearly made out of one case where
a m~n brought :-orne female mem ber of his family al ong
to his factory. Eventually she went back to :'\lacao. M acao
was the only place where any chance for recreation or
~ i"~r5 ion could be found and that in itself was pretty
limited. It was nut unt il later vears that arwbod v could
han a boat and row up the ri~·cr. W hile the te~s were
brou~ht in and .bought and sent down to Whampao to be
put IOta th e ships, the members o f t he vari ous factories
worked steadily and for long hours in order to despatch
the vessel as Quickly as possible. In the many months be
tween, for reasons of health and rest and to escape bore
dom, everyone who could went to :'\ lacao, at a cost of about
$ 1 ,O~O , a ~airly expensive jaunt for a young man just
srartmg business.

Soon after his arrival Dorr settled d own, hired a factorv
for $800, admitting a man bv the namc of Waters fo"r
$300 during the lattcr> sta y', T hat he had any large
amount of mone y of his own I doubt; neverthe less he
writes in one of his early letters about investing " his
fortune" in certain goods. H c mar have had two or three
thousand dollars and no doub t that was a large sum in
those days for a }'oung man j u-r entering upon a caree r.
~n Xovember 30, 1799, young Dorr an nounced the

ar riva l of two boats belonging to his family, the lIancock
of 20S tons and the Dispatch of IflG tons. T he former
was built in Heston in 1793, She was owned by Ebenezer,
J u~ n,)osc ph and Ebenezer Dorr, J r. T he Dispatch was
h~1l 1t Jl1 Portl and ,. ~1a i n e, in 1793 and was owned by
H)~n e z c r Dorr. I he two vcsscls brough t 3060 skins
which the son calculates will bri ng gross sales of $26 ,150,
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an unexpectedly good return . For the voyage back, he
loads two ships with a variety of teas, a little sugar and
fifty chests of cassia. H e "floors" both ships with 100
boxes of china each. T his was good lading as it kept the
teas in the dryer part of the ship. H e values the two
return cargoe s at $8 1,225. l Iere also begins the first record
of the var iety of Chinese goods which were sent back as
gifts to relatives and friends and of which t races are seen
in so many New En gland houses at the present time. H is
brother Ebenezer , Jr., receives a coffee set of 8-1- pieces
and 5 "flour" pots for $ 13.50, and a tab le set of china of
213 pieces ciphered E . J. D ., for $70.

H e was young , self reliant , confi dent and did not like
the country nor the people with whom he did business
and he writes of wanting: to go home in the lrnny, One
does not know with what illu sion he went to China-s-but
with the best ou tlook it was not a comfortable life . T here
were few traders from the t ....nited Sta tes and one can
imagine the cordialit y of the Engl ish and , in fact, of the
represen tatives of other European count ries, consideri ng
that it was the period of the Napoleonic Wa rs. When the
season was on he worked day and night. (That was a prac
tice that extended into far more civilized times in Canton.)
T he re-t of the months were a let-down, and he was practi
cally confined to the grounds of the foreign concession. H e
thought of going to M acao as many d id--but he writes
that it will cost him $300 each wav and house hire while
there , so he did not go. H e was trying to live economically
but respectably and he writes as follows to justify his
expenditures:

'Ir d pe n><.-s here wi ll exceed wh.n has eve r been calcu lated altho
I mean to lin' fruga l. but re5pe<: l ihlr wh ich my ,i tu.ltion demand••
I can not ,I'el for m a j ust esti mate nOI ha l'ing procur ed furn itu re which
will not am" to 111u<:h, th" aJ JeJ to house hire at :\1.I<:ao. passage JOI"ll
;md up. t"Kelher with table l·Xpeme. house utensils. wh ich I mus t
procure. t!le'n: hc ing no bou se t" board at - I say a]] toget her will .1III ,

to perhaps thi rt een hundred d"llars, t hen again 1 sha ll not be under th e
necessity of hire ing furn iture wh en I Came ur from \. I-on my de
pa rtu re can sell what I hal'e left wh ich willlCtiCn t he expense some,

You will SC'l: hereafler I have prccure.I ah..ut one hundred dollars
wort h of silve r plate for mr table. which when done "ith .hall Cr ~'ou

with due prup"rtiun. taking it h<>III<' with me J,-,r "',\' jumilfl uu Ihe~'

arc necessary that rnust be procurcd-c-I hope ~"uu w"nl Ihi nk m e
e:ltral'agJn t. m,l' .Vcct will be e:lhibiteJ. anJ perhaps will remove Jn~'

such idea.

Another aspect of the fur trade that appe ars in these
lett ers is that of seal skins. These were collected in large
quantities from islands in the southern hcmi-phere. T he
two places most often men tioned by Dorr are M assafuero,
all island off the coast of Chile not far from Juan Fernandez
and Xew Amsterdam, an island in the Indran Ocean in the
latitude of the southern coast of Austra lia.

It was customary in collecting seal skins to leave a few
men on an island for a vear or more and then to call for
the men and take them ~ff with the skins which had been
collected. I quote one of these agreements which are
among the B urr Papers ; it is dated St. Pauls which is an
island near Xcw Amsterdam.

Snow FJ iry at the Isle S!. l' ,l U!" O,'tr 1' 1 179 ,1 - .\gre l·t1l\'nt be.
twee n \ \' iIJiJn l Rvger . 'lOJ Ebcnczcr ]}m r Re~idenu of Boston in
Xorth Am eri ca an ,! O wners of t he ~nml' FJ ir~" " n the one pHt and
\ \'ilJiam F'",ler a Rcsidcnt of Boston afor esaid Cooper on t he O t her
part - T hat is I" ~,I' t he ""iJ Foster is 10 exert himsclf on t he tile of
St . Pauls and Amsterdam in r rocuring a. many seal Furrs withi n hi.
power and he furt her Pro mises ru perform anJ O r.Jy all the C" m
ma nJ L'S o f I'e ter Pe ters..n from the dale of this Ag r"" mcnt unrill the
E:lr ifJ t ion uf '1\'0 ,Iears unk-M ~..ne r tJkcn .. tf r.~' .. rdcr of '.lid
Rug en anJ Du rr. on pcnalry of forhling O nc 'Thousand ~pani.h H eaJ
Hollan .. \ nd the ... iJ Ragen anJ Du rr do agree on thl·ir part anJ
O bligate themselves 10 pa~' unto the ..aiJ F... rer F ifl,l" ='rani.h H ead
DuJlars for e\'er~' Thousand of skin Fu rrs that hc and hi. part)" w ith
him shaJJ proc ure w ith in the ahow tum of Two ~"e.lr:; an,! deliver Ihc
same to them in (;uoJ O rder at the Isle ,\furesaiJ.

In witne" of thi~ .\greem.·nt We h.l'-e inlo:rchangal>h sen UUf hands
,lIld So:JI5 t he dar & ,n.lr fim wr itt en .
In presen.·e ,,{
us

\ \ 'illi.nn Rogn~ fnr ....lf
Ebenezer Dorr
william Fo-u-r

J u""ph Pio: tpu nt
& Iillegible I



cash was much more plentiful. T his was a for tunat e
even t , particularl y as far ~s the China trade was concerned .
for the reckless destruction of seals stopped that source
of supply just as had happened to the sea otter on the
Xorthwest Coast .

O ne of Dorr's great tribulations for his whole residence
in China was ginseng. T his was a Chinese remedy for
practicall y all ills and was a monopoly of the Emperor .
The best grown came from T hibet and comma nded tre
mendous prices, $10,000 a picul." It was n~t ura llr

boug ht only by the wealt hy, little or none reaching any
one else. W hen it was discove red that the same plant grew
in America, everyon e had a vision of hig h profi .ts deri\'~d
from d ried ginseng roof. L itt le thought was give n to Its
pr eparation on which the Chinese laid great stress. It
had to he smugg led ashore when it arrived and did not
keep in a moist climate. Repeatedl y inferior s,h ipments
were thrown overboa rd or sold for a small price. The
climax of Dorr's tro uble with ginseng came towards the
end of his career, as will appear a little further on. Another
of his troubles was that he did not like the captains of
some of the family ships and said so. T he two captains
of the II<lllL"Ol·k and Dispatch, Crocker and Brack by name,
were dismissed for dishonest trading on the Xorthwest
Coast. T he trade in furs had at first been very lucrative,
but with more ships arriving on the coast and a correspond
ing drop in the skins available, prices of skins r~e. T he
Ind ians of the Xort bwesr Coast t hemselves being sup
plied with the customary trad e goods now de manded
muskets and refu sed to trade unl ess paid according to
their de mands.

On M ay I I, 1798, a little over a year before Dorr
arr ived , J ohn Adams had sent to the Senate the nomina
tion of Samuel Snow of Rhode Island as a United States
consul at Cant on and it was consent ed to by the Senate
on th e same Jay. Already in Canton in 1799, the Consul
and young Dorr struck up a friend ship even if they had
· 1 ·icul=IJ _~ ~ 1.1>1.

1l .J RHODE I:' I.. \ :" D H ISTORY

I t was a hard life and the men were correspond ingly
tough. If crews from riva l boats were on the same Island
the ensuing quarrels and bloodshed we~e inevitable, .ur the
men sold out to unscrupulous captains. T here IS one
record of a collection of skins which spoiled because no
one knew where they were until stumbled on by others
the men who collected them having disappea red. T he
Dorrs had three men on Amsterdam Island in 1797 and
an early letter of young Dorr's is to th e U. S. Consul Snow
at Canton complaining that a captai n of another vessel
came along and took the men and 12,000 skins and the
Consul is to take notice and warn said men that the )', the
skins, are the Dorrs' prope rty .

T he de mand for so many furs arose fr om the fact that
the Chinese house was unheated, consequen tly the rich
kept warm in cold weather by wearing furs; the poor man
used wadd ed cotton. T he sea ott er pelt commanded a
higher price than d id th at of the seal. T wo things I th ink
contri buted to this; first the otte r skin was a much hand 
somer fur and, second , it was infinitely ra rer, A few thou
sand skins was a satisfactor y cargo fro m the Xorthwest Coast
and they frequently brough t much smaller amounts. O n
the other hand, 25,000 to 70,000 seal skins commonly
came from the seal island, in one ship.

Practically all the trade at Canton in those days was
done by barter. T he skins brough t to port were valued
and the amount carried forward . Aga inst this amount
was set up the value of the quantity of the various teas and
commodi ties desired at the then market price and the trade
was complete. Cred it was also given for 18 months. T his
was the onlv wav the United States at tha t time could
do husiness,' for 'hard money in any amount was non
existen t for the m, Dorr 's letters arc constantly stati ng that
he can buy bet ter teas at cheaper pr ices for hard cash than
by bar ter and he cites cases tu prove it. T he change actua lly
be gun to occur under his eyes. T he Napoleonic \\".ars
threw open to the Uni ted States a tremendous carrying
trade that woul d otherwi..c have been closed to them and

:'lll.l . IL\ ~ IX) RR. C HI:"A TR.-\Dt:R ,;
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not known each other at home. At any rate, M r. Sn ow
left for America in J anuary. 1801 , and appointed Dcrr
vice-consul in his absence. This meant mort: work and
no par, for the consul received no salary or fees; hu t it d id
decidedly g1\'c him stand ing in the community. and I
seem to see a littl e less complaining of his lot from then
on . ='0doubt a good deal of th is absence of di scontent
I I can 't say conten t) was due (0 his familiarity with his
surroundi ngs and a feeling that he had an oppo rt uni ty to
mak e a little money.

As 1 have said , living was high in Canton, particularly
if one wanted to spend the slack season in M acao and the
com mission on the family business would never give him
a fortune. T his is somewhat in contras t to the highly de 
vcl cped Ch ina trade of later years which is more famil iar
to most of us. I t is interesting to ~e that in its infancy the
opportunities were not sufficic:ntl y tempting to young D or r
for him to endure thc privations which he described. H e
somewhere reminds the family that he paid his passage
out and he expected to pay it hack, which would indica te
that he was not merely an agent of his father and brothers.
T his may in part account for his frank criticism of men,
ships and methods of business wh ich appears early in his
letters and lasts through the series. H e knew his own
mind and was not afraid to let it be known even if the
fami ly did not like it. lie writes of his brother Joseph :

J OS<' ph is dnu" tfu ll of my rompclen(~·. rooli o\lJ-lIy reminding me
of m isplacing m~' confidence I e xpect. I know m~' busi ness and shall
con d uct accordingly, I have no doubt of his frienJ,hip--1 am ~'uung

bu t I"J-Iu" my"d f upon prud ence the ir 111.1,1" "" cgotism , bUI t his to rou.

H e had in the per iod afte r his arriva l hired a house in
which to live and carrv 011 his husincs s-c-tbis was the cus
tom for any temporary resident-hut in February 180 I,
a ll [his had changed and he wr ites:

I lire in ;\'0. J '\Iller i'",lll I j, 1I1 ~ , the house hd"n ,lt~ to me the hu ilJ
in.'; of whi ch was md i, .1 tine t hi ng for me cl"J-ring rhis last season
fiN cost and grou nd rent all to ,no D. sO Ihal il COSI me unl y 100 D.
ne xt ren r is clear ag.1in. T he Ame rican tb g is displ.u-ed he re in front
uf the fact ori es t hat and Ihe nature of my otlicc hrings man ,l" tu consult
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with me olJ enough to te~ch me Ihl"OIseh'es, ~nJ I assure vou the
JignilYwhi ch the consula te ~l(~ch~"S to me makes me fed IIJ ! l i ~ ~ I IJ ~

H e had a rear before wrirten:
'IT. Snow intenJs buil Jing an :\m~'r ic~n Iactorj- th(' expence thereo f

[about 9 000 DJ will build (, f~C10r:'1 in one H ong; Jelling the same
in one season for neu1r ~bout prime cost; h:aJ I it in view 10 rem ain
he re many ~·e~rs &: h~J funJs ("eruinl~' should build . knowing of no
business hringing in more promp l ~nJ gre~t profit.

W hether he bui lt his cwn H ung or bought it. there is
nothing to show. H is one object , now that he felt himse lf
established was, to use a modern phrase, " ro make a kil ling."

Februarv H , 111 01.
You m:ar expect J conti numcc of consignml"nu (ron; him .m,1 me.

more particula rlv from me when I lnow our market s He I 'er~' good at
present 1 esteem them oth erwi "C JoJ make .1 little or no Shipmenrs,
~'CHI must gil 'e me correct informarion, and when 1 see an opening
shall :aJ\'en(' brgcly, perhaps th:at opening may not ar rive these "Hill"
~'l"ns but when it J, Io.:S1 am in hopes in one season 10 nul" Illy fortune,
wh ich is a ,'er.l· granJ indu cem ent fur me to st :a~' , togeth er ..... it h mJn~·

ships from scaling " o~'agel wh ich I h:a l'e certain information almost
of ('o meing to mr hand s each of which \·e~1l will b ing me from
;00 to 1000 pro fit wh ich in :a few years of itself will give me no
srn..11 sum .

It now cost him $35 00 a vear to live.
l ie asked his family to g~\'e him an opportunity to own

a quarter interest in a scaler up to $10,000. T his developed
into a quarter interest ill the ship .-lmelh )'Sl . She was built
in Salem in 180 I , by Enos Briggs, a prominent shipbuilder
and was reported to be a very fast sailer. She was of 270
tons burden.

:\ t the risk of tiring with quotations, I quote his letter
when he was notified of his interest in the ship ; it is more
or less the epitome of his stay in China. H e was part owner
of a ship, he had funds for loadi ng ber , he knew his own
mind and when he advised that certain things be done with
his nw ner he wished compliance and he would stand the
conscq ucuces.

1 noricc vou have int~' r,,!teJ me nne fourth in the .Ymcthvst ~n,l

nuJe somc'ronJitions JI" lut lI1 ,1" funds comeing out in her;' w hich
circumstance as it n·;p<·cB heing 'lUJfler ow ner is of nu Jl:TCJt ron -

I
I

I
1

SULLI ''Y'' DORR. CH I :" .\ TR.WER

Sl"(;juenee hut the t~rinll: m~· money unJer anr condition . it will he
impossihle ( perhaps) that I c~n compl.'· T here.... ith; for m~' Jehu he re
will not ..dmir of it, even if it did. rou h~J no authorjtv to lav me
under such ,lhliJl:atiom for the whol~ of m~' injunction~ respecting
rem i tl~ncn. have been IhCM:. J~/J m.'r gooJJ .mJ rOllir m~ j 'flrJ"tI:r,
nO I wit h Su nJ ing which you ..dviscd with the O ld Gentlemen &t. &t.
actin Jl: dia mnriully opposite to my wishes ; .-\Jhere 10 the ' ·ulgu
..\J~ge [ nevertheless true ) Obe~' O rde rs or I:>re:ak Ow ners. for ~ con 
tr~r:" conduct may ruin my rep utation. bu t as il is I consider mvself
one fourth owner of the .\ rnelhyn ~nJ perhaps mJ~' remit 10 .000 Dull'
worth o f goods in he r.

W hen the . l mt:'lhvsl arrived in Canton with a mi-cel
lancous cargo the . ~esult seemed very much like the
"dumping" of later years . Mr. \\" '" Stackpole sent :\ la 
deira wine so poor it could " not com mand u price." :\ l r.
Sam uel Parkman sen t cheeses, 250 of which were rotten and
thrown away. M r. H enry M ead, M r. \ \' ''' H all , M r. Levi
Peirce, M r. J ames Andrews and M r. El iphalet H ale and
Richard Connor and Israel ~ J onson all shipped g inseng
and most with d rafts attached which Dorr pol itely re turned
because the ginseng was of a poor quality, and he wrote a
who le series of apolegeric letters condemning their ship 
merits. On the whole he d id not feci that the first voyage
out of the .'l mel h)'S1 yielded any profit.

H e had now too many interests to be discouraged. H e
was representing M essrs. J . and T. H . Perkins of Boston
in their trade in Canton and also Brown and l ves, promi
nent merchants of Providence. H e wrote Israel Thorn
dike, wealthv merchant of Beverl v who later moved to
Boston, and J ohn H eard of Ipswich. himse lf wealthy and
father of the famous Ch ina merchant Aug u...tine H eard .
H is own situation improved as opportunities offered and
he wrote berne after three rears he was worth $28,000 to
$38,000. H e nlso had made up his mind that he had an
understanding of the China trade and did nut intend to
spend his life as a resident agent. According ly. he writes
on December 22, 1802 as fol lows:

:-ince Illy bst . I have contr.rcrcd for n C Jfgo of Cungu T l'a for the
J enny with which I ,h:all !' f< lCced to Em den or .\nt\\Crr for 111.1' a I C
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and rill , the \ '~ l u c of hcr CaT!!" " ill k abou t 4 :;.(1 11 11 Don" fmm
~bn"JLu one of th e Co- Ih ugh 10 who m I pJ~' I I ,1 fl . Ca sh, t he
re mainde r I II :\10 ' , ~) vo u ~c OI l" C ' is bi T he re. I shal l han: rece nt
mCI1,blur~' le tte rs I" lh~ Dutch CurnpJn~' in Hullan,1 who I presume
will he the purch.ucn of the ( Cd ; if is J Iacr rhat n"thing .,Is,", could
ht.. ,10"" with the j enn) . I can procure freigh t ((, .1(1 and H Dull"
p' ton; I sha ll allow a handsome fr ~·ighl for the Jcnn~- perf ect ly \0

)'uur u,isfan jo" and hope to win 15,0/10 Do ll' b~' th is advent ""sid.·!
quitting a wre tched Co unt!)".

And on J anuary Ii, 1802, to :'\Jc~~ r.;. J.& T. H . Perkins:
I am now dcsrind for the Texcl an.1 Emd en in the Jcnnr with a

(;l rgfJ of Congo and Souc hong T ea.

1i t: sai led from Canton some time the tirsr of the vear
and was in Antwerp in J uly as appears from a letter to his
London agent, and he wrote Brown and Ives fr om Boston
that he had arrived at his home town all the 18th of Scp
tembcr, 1803.

H ere end Sull ivan Dorr 's let ter hooks and reside nce
in China. Oct ober 1-\., 180-\. , he married Lydia Allen of
P rovidence and at that time took up his residence in that
city. H e continued his mercantile caree r, beco ming one
of the town' s leading business men. I n 181 J, he became
a trustee of Brow n Universitv and in 1838 was elected
P resident of the Washington Insura nce Company. H e
d ied M arch J , 1858, leaving a family of sew n child ren,
four men and th ree women to succeed him. T he II1"O'1:i
Je1J(l ' Journal said at the time of his death :

:'\0 man ~mon~ us enjo~ed or deserved ~ high er rcpurario n for the
sterling qu~li t i<:$ lh~ t mak e up ~ m~nl.l · cha racter, Inflexibly honc:o l.
cou rteous in his ma nn ers, ~ ind in his feclings, he "~1 respected b~· all
who knew hi m ~nJ hclol'ed b~' ~IJ who Lnew him well.

\\,;\;...'TE1) : Rhode Is/and l tlsrory, issues of
j ul y 19-\. 1, April 194-2, J ul}" 194-2 , J uly 19-\.J.
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The ~( other of Roger Williams

by G. A:-; lIREWS ). IOJu ARn·, 1\. ),1., LL. B., F .5 .1\.

P E DI GRt:E O F PE :\I " E RTO~ O F S T . A I-BASS A S !)

\\' I L LlA :\IS OF Los co x.

I. Robert Pemberton of Sr. Albans Iperhaps SOil of
Geolln:y Pemberton I. Born about 1520-25. Buried 16
J uly 157 8. H e undoubtedly de scended from the ancient
and knightly house of Pembe rton of Pemberton, co. Lanes.
T he fune ral ce rti f icate of his son Roger states that his
ancestors came out of Che sh ire . T axed in the Subsidies of
1565-66 and 1575/6 at St . Albans. Il l.' was probably a
mercer or clothier. H e, apparently, owned a capital mes
suage in the parish of Sr. ).Ia ry-Ie-Bow, London. Ad 
ministrat ion on his estate was granted on JO Sept . 1578 to
his widow Kat herine. )'larried about 1550 Katherine. sister
of Roger Stokes. mercer, of Sr. Albans, of the ancient fam ily
uf St. Albans burgesses uf that name.

Children :

i(!). 1t ~I·H 'EL. of:'I.:\lbans. E S<.I. ; burn about I 5 5 1 . fI eld
land. in the parishes of ~(. :' ler hel\', and St. Peter's.
D ied prior In 31 :\lay 161 0. :\la rr icd !\larr. siste r of
Anne, wife uf Ed war.I Sadle r. hq. She died 31 :\1Jr
16 10 . :'\0 issue.

Ron •.ItT. Born about I 5:;J. BurieJ 15 Dec. I 560.

1t... 'Hl. Born abo ut Ii 54- i .

J"". Bo rn ah:lU t 15 ; ; . Buri ed ~J~n. 1560/1.

U" l"L1.• Rl pt. 1'1 \ la r('h 1 ' ;(,l / 6 0. Buried I> Jul~-

1561 .

FL U ". Hap!. 21 :'\0 ' -. 1561. Buried 7 Aug. 15711 .

-'Olt .. . Bapt. 20 june I ib .l. Buried 19 Jul ,. 15711 .

' un. Hrpr. 1); Feb. 1i64 /i .

"



Chauncy, the 17th century historian of H ertford
shire. It reads :IS follows:'

" Here licrh ROJol" r I'"mh,:rwn Esq. some time H igh :'heritf
of Ihis Counrv, who bv his I~'l Will orJ~incJ six ~Im, houses
to be built n~JT Ihis Church fnr six poor WiJ"'n ; ;tnJ harh
gi"cn OUI of his nunnr uf ~heh..n, in the Countv of Bedford•
thirtve pounJ, per annum for their maimemnce. T o whose
pious lIlemor." E1i7..1hclh, his lming wife, JnJ Ralph Pcm
be:-non, their JUldulllOn, " J' or of this rowne. executors
of his hil will, hJ',c JeJiCJlcd Ihis Reme mbrance. H e lived
'\ell ~nJ J"p~n"J Ihis life the I .h h. of :\o"embe:- r 161 ; in
the 71nJ .."en of his age. H ere now his body rests in ex
pectatjon of J jo.dull Ressurection."

H e marr ied, license da ted 6 :'\lay 1579, El iz
abeth, daughter of Raffe :'\Ioore, Gent. , of St.
Albans. She was bapt ized 18 :'\Iarch 156+ 5, and
was buried in Sr. Peter's Church 011 15 J uly 164-5.

Children:
I. JOH', 1-:><1. LorJ of Ihe manor of " ·Ollon Shelton. Bapr.

15 Dec. I 5~J. BurieJ 7.1;tn. 16 U s, Ciliz"n. Grocer
:n..-i Sillm~n of l.onJon. :\I"mber for H em . of the
EJ. tern Counri"s .-\:IIOCiJliun. which Ingd.,' J>sisleJ
tinJncing lh", I'..uli~m"nur~ .\rmies in the Ci,-il Wa r,
:\ln rieJ 1>1. JOOUI jJn 16{19 10 C~lhcrine. dJughler
of WilliJm .'ngdl, Cirizen JnJ BJker of LonJ on. who
"'J' buried on 2 1 'In ch Itl2 '; ; mar rie d 2nJh-. Elizabeth
",iJo" of \\ ' illiJ tll Audlev of Lo ndon in 16·H . Eleven
chilJren h~ his l st. ",if",.' F rom his dJ".1 sun-i,'ing "Ill.
John Jc,;o;:"IlJ"J rhe I'" mhcn om , Lo rds of the manor of
" 'ollon ~1JdlUn. Co. B"J I.

II. n .l l A\l ET ll . Hrpt . 27 Dec . 1 51l ~ . Died roung.

Ill. anne nr , G"nl. Hapt, 23 Dee. 1 ;116 . " ·<lS of S!. Albans
and .1 Citizen anJ I iJ be:- rdash" r of London. Buried at
~l. :\Ihall!i 29 ;I.!J \ ' 16 2 11 . Will J.ll"J 25 :\.IJ,· 16 211 ,
prOl·"J .l July Ihill . ;l.lJrri",! SU'llI ;Iflcr .Hl.-\~t: . 1(, 1(,
Sus;llllla, ,buglu" r uf ROKn (;101' <.'( . Esq. nf H"wc()\.
co . Hcrks.. C it ilCn .1llJ Pewterer nf IA>11 J Ol1 .1nJ sister of
till' Rev. Joss" (i lm'n , who Ji",! 011 the '-o.'-ag" to :\cw
EnglanJ ill l id S. ~U~allllJ ,,";IS ;IPf'MCllll~ buried at
SI. Peter's. 9 :\0\'. Itd ll. T In "" chilJr"n "f whom thc
seconJ .•on, Kol'l<: rl I'"mll<: rl,m, J barrister, W .1S :'lcwHd
m thc D"J l1 .1n .:l Chal't"r of I''' t" rburough anJ from him
dcsceude.i lh,· I'd " rhoruuRh I'cmbcnons.

RII O DE I :'I.:\:\D H I :,'!'Olt y

ix. M UlL RJ~' I . I Feb. 1 ~66 7. " Jrr i"J Robert Rawlin-
"m on 19 Sept. 1 ~ 11 (,.

X. HRW. Rdpl. 2t1 Scpr. 1 :;Ml. :\hrr ieJ prnh;thIJ' Xlch-
olJs Cotchen or .It'remr O dell,

xi.(!). Fl ,"R. "n. Ihn ieJ 6 .-\ug. 15711 .

., ROG F.R: l' nl ll F.RTO~ (R oba /' I, of Sr. Albans, 1'::'1.1.
Hor-n 155-+ 5. Huricd Xt Xov. 1627 in St. Peter\
Chu rch, St. Albans. Uncle and Godfather of
Roger Will iams. l.ord uf the M anor of Wotton
Shelton, co. Beds. H e was a prominent burgess
of St. Albans and had business interests in London.
In early life he was styled "Gentleman" , and late r
attained the highe r title of " Esquire" . In 1578 he
was heir of his cousin, Robert Stokes, :'\1.:\., of
S1. Albans. In 1588 he was one of the contributors
to the defe nse against the Spanish Armada. In 1599
he was dealing in lands ill St. Albans, together with
his brother-in-law James Will iams of London.
H igh Sheriff of H ert fordshire in 1619. Shortl y
before his death he purchased the manor of Worton
Shelton, co. Beds. Besides his extensive lands in
the parishes of Sf. Peter's and St. Stephen 's, in St.
Albans, he owned a capital messuage in the parish
of St. Xlarv-le -Bow, London, apparently inheri ted
from his father, as well as lands in various parishes
in H erts. and Beds. Will dated IJ :\0\ '. 1624-,
proved 5 Dec. 1627. By his will he gave an alms
house to S1. Albans for six poor widows, which,
unde r the name of the " Pember ton Alms H ouses"
still functions Id. " Th e Gateway at the Pemberton
A lmshouse~, St. Albans", bv S. Flint Clarkson,
F.R.B.A., ill T rans. of St.' Albans and f let ts.
Arch. and Archneol. Soc., \"01. I., pt. I N". S. I. H is
inquisition post mortem was taken on 17 May 1628.
His funeral certifi cate is in the College of Arms.
H is monumental brass, showing fi gures of himself,
his wife and their child ren is in Sr. Peter 's church.
Th e inscription is now lost, but it was copied by

I'nI BFKTO:\ OF ST . .-\ I. B.\ :":' "'
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.. . 1'-. 1t~I.PII. Rorn about I ';tl>\.

v, 11_ll""~:TlI. BJFt. 26 'IJ~' J 'j90. Died ,mung.

vi. '. tT L". AJFf. 2b Sepe. I 'in . " ar rid Rok n W()()l1 ,,~ · .

(;" n t" of :;1. .-\I"aol abou t 16 10. I,ef t issue.

3. A LIC E" I' n l llE RT OX ( Robert' bapr. I II l-eb. 156+l s .
D ied 1 Aug. 163+-26 J an. 163+15. M arried , about
I S97, j ames W ill iams, Ci tizen and M erchant T ay 
lor of London. T hev lived in Cuw Lane in Sf.
Sepulchres- wirhour-Xe wgate pari sh, l .ondon. Ad 
mitted to the Freedom uf t he M erchant Tavlors
Company 0 11 7 April 1587. In 159<) he was a fe~ffee
uf his brother -in -la w, Roger Pemberton, (0 (he usc
of his will , and in 16 10 he was one of Roger' s
feoffees in settl ing property upon Roger 's son J ohn
and Catherine Angell, hi~ bride. J ames Williams'
will , dared 7 Serf. 1620, was proved 19 Xov. 1621.
J ames W illiams was probably a nca r kinsman of
th e Rev. Roger Wi ll iams, Vicar of St . Peter's par 
ish in Sf. Albans, who died shortl y be fore 2 J an.
1626 / 7 IU c;'sTJ::R , \'01. ·0, p. 2951 .

Child ren:
I. {"\TlU.RI' t:, Ho rn about 1, 9 11 . 'ln rieJ . :lI' hi, 2nJ. wife,

prior 10 7 Sept. 16 20 Ralph W i,l:: h lrnJn, Citizen and
' Ia chant "lavlor of Lo ndon, who died hetween 2i Dec.
I f,211 and 9 'Feh, lfJ211 /9 ( Rt gil /n , vnl. ~ 3 , p. 293 1.
Ca l b~ r ine ma rr-ied 2n,l ly. prior 10 1 ,\uK. I f>3 ~ the ReI'.
J uhn Davie s. Issue hy both husbands,

;. II. H II IIU-II. Burn ..bout 16 (1 41 .

Ill. R()(;Ut. Hum about I (,t13. T he famous founder of I' rOl'i·
.fence. R. I. For his binh dare sec R. I. Ifi" . Sal'. c ou.;
"01. 211, r- 112. DieJ 16 J :lI n . 16 11 2 ' 3- 1:; :l. l n ch
16 )1 2 / J ( R. I . J/ in, S,,{".C,.Il. , 1"01. 20. p. 59). EI~-cte.f
scholar uf CharterhuuliC 2; J une 16 2 1. 'Iatriculale,l :ll!
Pl'ml-ml e CnlleRl' CJml-riJge i .Iu1r 16U. J "pen
sioucr" [Ernst's .. R<>g" r WilliJllls: ' p. 3(1 I, B. A. JJn.
I.l Jry I f, 2t> / j. C haplain to Sir Willi,lll! :\!J Sh;l1ll at O leS
in lI i,l:: h Lever, Co. Essex Io N . ~1a rr i cd there I :; Ik e.
16 2'J ~lary Barnard , ,,"J il inR wctuan of Joa n Altham,
daughter of LaJy :l.h ,hJllI 1-.,. <l former husband. She
" JS un,l(}uhteJI~' the 'ln~ BJrnard l'-~rt <It \ r u rbn r .

Co. X ot ts, in 16 09 , daughter of the noted Puriun di
vine, Ihe Rev. Richard Barn ard FJT!IOn JI wor ksop Jnd
late r at B;1tcoml>c. Co. Somerset. H er brother :\l au ch cll,
J dothicr of Balcombe, embarked for ....ew Enl\: ];,.nd in
16 .1; JnJ ~clllcJ ,t \ \'c\'mouth. Mass. \\' i l1 i ~ nl l la n il
writ ing lU CJfH. f) " Jn 'of l."lIlJ " n un 14 Xov. 1666 .
mentions Iha l he has left let te rs to be sent to E ngl and
wi th " :\IT. Barn H J , brother of :\ I r. W illi am's wife"
IR. I . 11i!1. C'j/J., \'01. 29. p. 66 1. Roger William' JoJ

hil wife embark. J't Bristol for ....ew Engbnd on I Dec.
1630 [ Emet, p. 591. H il lu~uent career il we11
lnown. While in Enghn.i he joineJ his brother ~idrKh
in brinRinK:lI suit in chancery on 15 :\ug. 16 ·H <lg<linn
\ \ ·<l lter Ch<lun9' of Lo ndon <lnJ others for conspiring to
Jcfr<lu.f them , out of legJci~'S left them b~' their mother
.\lice, with their bro ther Robert, her ex~utor (Ch ane.
Proc. Ch as. I. w 5/ 22. Rtgil ft r, \ '01. 97, pp . 17(,· 111 1) .
For Roger's chi ld ren [cf. :\ustin 's Gen, /1ir. "j R. I.,
p. H OJ .

iv. Rnn~,R I. Born :lIbulit 16 10- 12. App re nt iced 10 his brother
:;.,'.fr:llch in the :l. l erchJnt TJy lo~ Compeny on 6 :l.h rch
16 26 27. Executo r of his mot h" r's will in 16H. C:lIme
10 X cw Engbnd .hnrtl~· before I ; Aug. I b"~ h:lll'ing
met with rin:lln"i<l) reverses in Eng b nJ . Bought un.i in
" wI'iden"" 27 :XOI·. 16 H , ( Rl't ;l fl' '' , \"OJ. 97. p. 179n ) .
\ lo..len lOr of the Providence T own ' lect ing on 27. 10:
11>~ ; an.1 fr~'Iuently ther eafter, Commissio ner from
I' r"" idencc 16 \ h y IM·II anJ Deputy 16 , 0 ref. C hao
pin's /) ')". l t tu., ml. I J. :;';houlma>ler at X cw po rt 16 72
((; . F".t: /) ;U eJ ,xc I. Genera] Solicitor of R. I. [673 ,
16 H , 11,76 Jnd in 16 80. JUitice of the Peace 1 66~ ,

appo inted by the King 's Com missioner s. [R.I. Col. Rt c.,
mk I. II, ..nd 111 1. He, :lI l' pnently, h:ll .f no f..m i)~· .

4-. RAl.PI! " 1' F:"IRERTOX ( Roger/ R obert I) , of Sr. Albans.
Born about 1588, D ied 90ct. 16H, buried 11 O ct.
16++ at ~t. Peter 's parish , St. A lbans. H e was a
prominent burgess of that town and was M ayor
th ere ill 1627-28. E xecutor of t he wil l of his grand
father, Rnffe M oore in 1624. . A M ember for H erb .
of th e Eastern Count ies Associat ion d uring the Civ il
\ Var. W ill da ted GOct. 164-+, H is l nq . P . :'\1. was
taken on 25 April 16-+5 . Married shortl y afte r
10 Ocr. 161 6 Frances, da ugh ter of F ra ncis Kempe,
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Cent ., of London Att orn ey of the Common Pl ea~ .

She was buried at St. Peter's 25 ~ la y 1659. Id.
Ped ig ree of Kempe in ' ·is. of London 163-1-, H art .
Soc. , p. 26. 1

Children :

[d. Pemberton Pedigrees, Chart. I -I- I.

5. SYDRAC II
1

W ILL/ A' !S LI/h('.~ R ohal'l , Ci tizen and
~ I erc hant T aylor of London. Ho~n about 16(10
1603. D ied short ly before 29 Apr-il 16-1-7 at Har 
wick, co. York. lie was a Turkey and Italian mCT~

chant. Admitted to the Freedom uf the M erchant
Taylors Company by pan-imonv on 20 Feb. 1620 I.
H e had various suits in equity, as set forth above,
and from one of them we learn that he had been
imprisoned at :\ Iilan by the Inqu isition . In 1637 he
was resid ing in P urtle)", co. Surrey, a suburb of l ~on 

don. In 16-1--1- he joined his brother Roger III a
chance rv suit arising out of the maladminist rat ion
of th ei; mother's estate bv their brother Robe rt .
Administration on his estate was granted to his prin 
cipa l cred itor on 29 April 16-1-7. At his death he
was residing in St. O lave parish , H art St reet, Lon 
don. M arried by license, dated 10 O ct. 1621 , as of
St. Gabriel's, Fcnchurch Sr., L ondon to Anne,
widow of F rancis P inne r, Grocer, of St. M ichael 's
O ucrnc, Lond on. She was buried at l 'utney 10 J uly
1637.

9'I'DI8ERTO~ Of ~T . .-\L B.-\ ~S

Chi ldren ( number un certain ) :
r, J.~Mrs, Xamed in the ..... ill of hi, gr andmother, ,\ Iice

Will iJms in 1634. lie mJy be the fJthcr of the M r.
Ruger \ \ ' illiJms, ..... ho married at Putney on 4 ,-\ug.
16 iO :\l rI. Frances j ones,

ii.(~) II." '-;F_II. of RJr pihJn nock Co. " J . H e first appcJrI in
RJppJhJnnod Co. in 16M, when be boughl 200
aern on Totoskv Creek and i, sl\"kd " Roge r WilliJms
planter." On j Feb. 167112 he, together ~i l h his
wife j oan, gave J quitclai m deed 10 Richar d Dudley .
H is will, dated 26 Feb. 16 i 4/ ; , was proved 2 /l. h~·

161i . li e names h is wife and his ch ild ren , Hoge r,
Svdr ach Jn J Beuy, his eldest daughter, On 2 :" 0\.,
16 77 Samue l Wills of Farnham parish, Rappahannock
Counrv, in co ntem plation of mu riJgc with jO;tn,
relict ~f Roger W iIliJm s, gJ\"Corer certain pRlpert~
to Roger . son of the deceased Roger Willi;lms, to his
brother S\"d;lCh and to his sistcrl, ~U !oJn n;l Jnd .\one.
T he: chil j re: n wer e to have it when thc v atlJine:J the
Jge of 16 vears. There .....as JI$O anot her sister named
Rebecca. r HJppahJnnock Co. Hu orJ f, \·01. 16 56· 64,

p. 303 ; i/,. 1668-72, p. ;]0; ib, 16 i i - lIl\, Pl'. 168
JnJ 211 2) .

FRAsels ' l 'E:'\.IH ERTOX. ""-SIG H T ( Rulph,' Roxer)~

R obert" ), Lord Chief J ustice of England.' Horn
I f! J uly 162+. Died 10 J une 169i. W ith the pos
sible excepti on of Roger W ill iams, who.w~s a ~ )em 

bcrton on the distaff side , he was most distinguished
of the St. Albans Pembertous. There is a good life
of the Chief J ustice in the Dictionary of Xational
Biography. T he life of Chief J ustice Pemberton
by J ohn, L ord Campbell, in his "U~~·es. of Jhe Chief
l ustices" gi ves him a fuir character, which, when wc
consider th e scurrilirv wirh which the noble author
was won t to treat the lives of his predecessors on
the High Hench, leads to the conclusion that the
Lord Chid J ustice Pemberton , in spire of certain
vacillntions and lack of consistent fairness under
terrifi c pressure from the Government, was, upon
the whole, a high minded and sincere J udge. Of his
great learning in the law and of his devotion to his

6. SIR

Fk _~"'Cl '. Hom 11\ j u1r 162 4.

1I. "l'ft . Bor n 1t, 2b. I>ieJ tr,ll l . :\I Jrr ieJ twice JnJ hJJ
len chilJren f,~- both \\i\~.

~"' '''1. Bor n 16 29..\ Ii\" e It.H .

11_17~"n\l. BJr t. 30 ~m . 1f> 1l'. l>icJ rroNbl~- before
I I>.J s.

I"IU'O :<. BJpt . 2 1 .\u~. ! b211. Di~J 1r.7; . :\larr icJ
21\ Ike 11l.J.J Samu el Ik J for J .

t.

n,

6 . 111.
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profession there can be no question. H e lived in a
corrupt and trying time, the period of the Restora
tion, and his career is, upon the whole, an upright
and honorable one. T he fact:' of his life mav be
briefly stated. .

In 1630, at the age of six, he was placed in the
St. Albans Gramme r School, whence he proceeded
to E manuel College , Cambr idge, where he received
his B.A. degree in 164-4- . On 14- Oct. 164-5 he en
tered the M iddl e T em ple as a law student. H ere
he fell into d issolute company and wasted his estate,
which resulted in his imprisonment for debt in the
Fleer. Th ereupon his character underwent a com
plete change. l ie applied himself , while in prison,
so zealously to his legal studies that he attained
great proficiency the rein and succeeded in securing
his release from prison upon his promise to reim
bUN: his cred itors , H e was called to the Bar on
27 X U \ ' . 1654- and th ereafter his advance wa s rap id.
In the Easter T erm 1675 he was made a Sergeant
and a Knight Sergeant the next year. On 30 April
16i 9 he was raised to King's Bench, as a Puisne
Judge, but, owing to the enmity of the infamous
Chief Justice Scroggs, he was removed in less than
two vears and ret urned to the Bar. Soon aft er at the
E.aster T erm 1681, he attained the highest honour
possible for an English lawyer by being raised to
the Chief justiceship of King 's Bench, thus becom
ing Lord Chief J ustice of England . H e owed his
elevation to the desire of the Government to ward
off the criticism of the Opposition by the appoint
ment of a learned and fair minded lawyer to th e
Chief J usticeship. Wh ile on the Bench he showed
some subserviency hut his principles soon reasserted
themselves and the Govcrnrnenr , which was pl ot
ting the subversion uf Constitutional Government
by Quo Il ' <JITIu llo proceedings against the Charters
of the City of London, feared his impart iality and

9' RH O DE ISL\:'\D HI ST ORY

~IR F u o,; cI S 1 ' ~" M J< ~_ RTn o,; (1 6 24--1 697) distinguished kin s
man o{ Roger W illiams, :\5 Chid j ust ice of King's Hench,
he held th e higheit honou r possible· {or an E ngli, h lawyer,
Lord Ch ief justice of E nKlanJ " li e wa. laler transferred to the
office of Ch id IU51 in "of Common Plu s, Nored for his skill and
courage in an "'ll::e when even the' juJiciJr~" were subjected 10

political 1ll.1chin.llions, he was also rem oved fro m this posilion
and rhus offen the uni'luc picture of a Chief J u, tice of EnKlanJ
who WJ' l\-..-icc removed from the Bench.
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I R"bt' l Stokr' " II ~ i. und" ubtedl.v t b ~ Jl." b~ '1 Sl..k ~. "I", ", . t,ieu l"trd." . I'~n ·

. io n~ ' " 1 Sl. J oh ,," (""Ih·,• . C, ,, ,~ ri d , ,·, ·i ,, thr \1i<h,,,,I,,,,,, T ,·,,,, 1170" In<" , p" H trd

., o.t",d 1\74. II.A. 1174/ ', \1 ,.-\. 1;7~ . A 1',,, ;1.,, ".."cL.,. " f fl. ",," ~"d

C: ,~~,," , >o J ." J " A' i"di "' r J with Ih. m bu' ),i, l il~ " A' 'pA" J (d . \ ' , ,,,, ' , "'\ Io"""i
C."I,h,i ~ ien... ).

, G~", ,Ir' Wi",hlm.". It m,~· b~ ,u~,Ir~,'rJ ,h., ,hi. (; ' MIt' Wi,hlm,n " •• lh,
f,th rr ul c,<t",lrC Wi",h'''' ' '' ,,,J V.I ' "I ;'' ' Whi"",,,, 110 . ' " " 'Arly .. ttl , ,, ~ f Rhod,

attainder. lie married in 1667 Anne, daughter of
Sir J eremy W hichcote, Hart " Solicitor General and
died at his house in Highga te un 10 J une 169 7 and
was buried in the church there, H e had seven chil 
dren and was rhe ancestor of th e Pernbcrtons of
T rumpington, co, Cambs.

In arriving at a proper est imate of the cha racter
of the Ch id .Iusrice , the following statement by hi"
contemporary at the Bar, :\ Ir , Sergeant Chauncy,
the learned historian of l lcrt fc rdshire, who must
have known him well, is worthy of consideration :

" He w~s endowed wilh J reJd.,· \\' it. JnJ quid JFp re
hension , which we re Jl1en J "J wirh J rare m"mon" JnJ ex
cellc nr pJrll , hy the help of which JnJ his own in.iebfigJblc
I nJ u ~t ry", he uuincJ 10 greJI FC' r{cction of JuJ gmenl in t he
Laws of the Land • • • lie would not suffe r anv
Lawyers upon T ry'Jls before him 10 in terrupt or hanl~r
,,' itnes.scs in their E,·idence, J puclicc too freq uently used
bv some counsel in haJ UUIC'S to iliAI' truth JnJ obstruct jus
rice, hut JU"weJ evcrv I'" rton libe rtv to recollec t his
thoughts. JnJ to Sp"J~ ";'-it hout Fear, th~t the T ru th might
~ r.en"r discovered • • • :--':0 temptat ions of Prerit or
Preferme nt , no Th reau, no " enJce. of deprivation nor
IcISS of plJCC nor Hcn ncu r, could mOH' him 10 .-\C1 In.nhing
J~Jimt the 1..1 ' \1" .

With a word concerning the armoria l bearings of
the family I bring this extended accoun t of Roge r
W ill iam's English kindred to a close. T he H erald s
in the Visitation of H ert fc rdshir c for 163+ allowed
to Roger Pemberton, upon what evide nce is not now
clear , the arms of the Lancashire family viz. "Quar
rerl y, l st. and -rrh., Silver, a chevron between J
buckets sable hooped and handled go ld. 2nd. and
.Ird. , Silver J d ragons' heads sable coupcd and
Inngued gules. "

IUO IHIODE I ~ L.\ :\'O HIST O RY

adherence to legal princip les as a presiding magi s
trate. Accordingly, he was transferred to the less
honourable but more lucrative office of Chief justice
of the Common Pl eas. While Chief j ustice of
King 's Hench he had presided at the trial of Fitz
harris for his part in the alleged Popish Plot, and
at that of the venerable Catholic Pri mate of Ire
land, Dr. Oliver Plunket , Archbishop of Armagh,
and also at that of Lord Crev of Werke for the ab
ducti on of the Lad," I-Iarr(et Berkelev. lie was
swor n in as Chid j ustice of Common illeas on 1J
Jan. 1682 J and soon after presided at the famous
state trial of Lord William Russell , for his alleged
complicity in the Rye H ouse P lot, D uring thi s
noted trial he showed so much fairness and ad her
ence to legal principles that he again incurred the
distrust of the Court party, which feared that, if he
presided at the trial of Col. Algernon Sydney,
which was coming on, the pri sone r might escape.
Accordingly, he was aga in removed from the Hench
by a supersed eas on 29 Sept. 168J and 5>1.) he offers
the unique pictu re of a Chief ) ustice of England,
who was twice removed from the Bench. Pember 
ton's great encrgy and grit were now to be seen, for
undismayed he returned to his practice at the Bar.
To nll appearance his career had rea ched its cul mi
nati on, but dest iny had reserved for him his crown
ing nchicvcmenr , that of leader in the defence of
the Seven Bishops in their trial in J une 1688 fur
seditious libel. T heir acquittal in that fam ous case
was la rgel y due to the learni ng, skill and courage
with which ;'\Ir. Sergeant Pemberton, at consider
able personal risk , cond ucted the defense. T he
story of the tria ! may 1"It: read in the pages of ;,\ lac
aulay, who pays high tribute to Pem berton's skill
and courage, After the Revol ut ion he continued
his practice at rhe Bar and as late as J 696 he was
Coun sel for Sir J uhn Fenwick in the matter of his
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Hook R eviews

T il }' 1'."" IDIo' CIo O U Il OF ,\I_Lt '. I\ ' C f~ \ ' P IT~ S I" ' UIl . 1651 -:? B.~

RiehJ rJ LeBaron Bowen.

Iob nd. 2nd I h ~l lh i, <onn..- liun .. ill. R",... Will i~.......~. II... 'a.......1 Ih..i• ....,i,,..
,i ..n '0II... Cotony. (d. Au••in·, lJi, li" n..y. pp. ~~ • . ~~6 . )

a Will i.m An~<'l l. It i. hi,h l, p•.,b.bt.. ,hal Th n#"dl. 1M uti, ... 111... "f
r ...."ibn,..... 1.0 u"'" .. ill. Ro, ..r " ·illl.m• •o X · En,b nd and a«on'p.ni..,l him
in hi. ~i,r"1 /rom \ h ....d ...l<"tu ..... nUt .in.m..n oi " ·ill i. m bul "I .......n'..t
, r nr u t i..n.

• ~ i r J ........ r ....,b...-I..n. lord \1.1' " " I L'nJ n H.O. Rnl h \l r. b n.t in hi.
R. , ,, lI illi. ", . I pF. li·Hi! nJ \1 ... b 'l" n IR.t.lli " . :'.... C.II., ".1. ~'1. p. 661
'Ul< ,b. Sir J.mn '·rm br, lon. L"rd \1 •.•·". "I t ond" n. brl"n l,d to Ih.. SI. ,-\Ib.n.
I.mil". Thrr.. i. no ..,id..n<.. Ih. 1 Ihi. i. "'. Th.... ill " f ] .".... l' r mk ' I.,n "' ''1.,
I·il i..n .n,J .-\Idrrn..n .,j L ,n,J..n. d. 'rd S ""'p'. 1611. F.m'..,I I I ""'FI. 1 6 1 ~ , um...
..J . n.... I'" n hr rl" n m,' b,"lh.." T h" m.. 1' ..mhr.l"n m,' ......in. Jo,h.. l ' r mbr . I" n hi.
h".,h r., L... «n,.. S' an,, ·" "ll my .i.t.. ', ... n, T h" nu . hi. ht",hr, \1 .., 1. .. 1'« 0<""
m.' nricr, .nd ] .m... I' , ",,, I..., ...n." II , Id, • brq ...... t.. , I... 1""'" "f S,. J ohn
"h •• i... in t " nJ " n, " "h I ,J" ..1I" .nd I" fl... G" ld. m', h. ("" mp . n, . It , .1." le tt
,,, ,hr och",,1 f" undr d hy him in E, lr " " n p•• i.h, L. nco. Eo... ""i • • nJ ...iJ ....1
Ir p ' r r " ifr ....nnr. 1l ' .C.C S,l (". p..II] . T ), i. "ill , hn • • "" , ,, nn,,,,l i,,,, " id , the
SI. Alh. n. l . n" I.•, . nJ in di, . ", Ih. l lhr ' r " .' '' ' .. ." . n." i" r of .:,1'1..' 1"" , l ·" . I.. n" .
A,,.. {"nn"" t i" n "ill. "!I' I' r mhr.I ,.n. m" . t I.., .. hrrn "'n", t, . nJ hi. opp, .,,."'....
• Ir,.tfr, "f R"I' r< l' r ", hr,I ,," i• • pp.,rnl ly nwtt l, • ,,,in,iJrn, ...

" F... t h. lif.. " I 1." , J ("hi..f ] " . ti, .. P,'n, ,,," .I " n ..r /Ji" io" J, Y oj .\"" fi o" JI }l j o, .

' Jp h ; 1., ,, ,J (""n, pbrll'. u . ·" of ,~, ellj,j JU l'i", s of F" , IJ'l ,f . t." " J " n I S7• .
,,,I. I I. pp. 2- 1.11 1, \1 •. S, Flinl n.,. ",,, in T' J"' . SI. .i ll' J u, .".f 1I , ,,j . , JJll i ,,
.i"·~;'r'-'J,,.I • •J .i ,.-IIM. I. , i.-. 1 So,., ",I. I, pl. i , "r IO ... i,•.

l·" n , . i~ . ..d by F...,J..,i,k S, I'n k. ( ;" >r rn" , • • nJ i.1OU<'J by Ih.. (... n 1 l'O'HI nf
,II.. ~"i". "I ("ol.,n i. 1 W.... of Rha,j .. Iob nJ (Th.. Ru" ,I" . ,J I' r l ·., n, ord,
:'1' ..... H . m"'h,. ... 1'1" 1). P p. '. ,,~. iJI..ou • •rd.

T hif is another volume in Ihe notable series of rerr inu of documents
of vafue for the hisrorv of RhoJe h b nd i,,'ued bv the Sccictv of C..!..nial
\\" I n in rhe Sure of RhoJe h b nd Jnd l' rm' i Jen~e I'bnut io~s. With nne
eace ptjon, ir i, per haps the most valuable of Ihe ~riC"!'. the sole exo:ertion
heing IhC' same JUlhor s even more \"J!u,1hle monogra ph on Counterfe it inj!'
in C..lon iJI RhoJC' h !JnJ . T hC' olher issues in Ihe Serie~ ron~i~t nu inly
of Tt'rrint ~ of rcl. t i,·C'!)-· ~hort 5i ngle J ,M,:lI nlen h . wilh Jill!<· if Jn~' IClt
lIf'bining Ih" ir \"Jlue JnJ li~nilic.nce.

h cdericl Sunhope J't.·d . 1.1..1>.. h•• nud" Ihe retioJ of hi~ gOl'e . nor
shir of the Socictr memorJ"'e "y("1mtriblllin~ Ihe"" ' ''0 pllhl il'Jli" m of
~ l r . no'Hn's to Ihe !'ociel\ "s :',·r i<,s.

T o some exu·lIt, Ihe l i tl ~> of t h ; ~ 111 0no~ r;lph is mi, leaJ ing, tholll' h J"CU
••Ie <'nough so {ar a~ il goes. fur what 'n' h;l\'e i, rcall~' m i nlil11.11~ piCIUIC
(If the sociJ I an,1 political!i£.- of Rho,1e Isb n,j in Ih" tilth decaJ e of thc
'l·"enleC' llth ..,ntur.". here presente,1 fur Ihe Ii"t t ime. with I'Hticular
r.·ference IU l' ro,'iJ ence. \\'e have nut onh· Ihe .10'" of the 1' r<>I"i J ~· n c...
O~l h .. f o\l1egiJnce. "lit Jlso the highl.,· in'teresli ng ~to r~' of Ihe tria! of
H ugh Hewitt for high Ire...," . T hrough Ihe cardull.,' d.M,:umenteJ
~ccoun l of thJ I triJ I. Ihc first of iH kind in :-\. w I-:nglan.l . \\e hale J r iclure

of rho.' relaricns her...ccn rhe T o ns of Providenc... Jnd \\ ·Jr" icl. Samuel
Go rton, that center of t rouble hererc r he went , Jrf'C'.ars prominentlc in
the events of IheH' ~'eJrI. '" pc:rioJ of his life of .... hid" lin lc: hJl heretofore
been kno....n.

For the ~eneJ lo~ i . t . thougb. ir is pe rhaps OUI of lecping .... ith :\I r.
Bo.......n·s sound ideJ.IS to Ihe relarjomhip of gC' neJlog~' 10 Juc,11 hill urJ' to
SC: pUJIC: th at P,1r! of the h<.,l for special menlion . the hool is of "C:I)' grea t
valu e. T here ar e over Sil hundred dilf"renl nJmetli.ted in thC' index. In
some Ih irt~' - fi ,-C' pJgcs, \\ e have bioguphicJI Jnd gC'nulogicJI account s of
th e im mediate fJmilies of the twel ...e signeTS of Ihe (h th of .\lIegiJnee.
na mely, 'Thomas H arris, W illiJm Wid .enden. J" hn Brow ne, SJm udl
He nn ett , H e nry Bro....ne, T hom.lS H op kins, Art hur Fenner, .IJm", Ashton •
Thomas Angell. GreRorr Deller, Il ugh lit-....in . and Edward I nman , with
ph ot ograp hic reproducrious of Ihei r sign atures, mmt uf .... hich .are nowhere
d JC recorded Jnd here JppeJr for th e firs t time. In addirion the re is an
excelle nt t ....o-pJg.' folding map of the Hom" Lou in I· rl)" idenee. dTJw~
b)' John H UIChill5 CJd.,·, F. .-\. I. .\ ., showiug .... he re mall." of these men
lived in 16iO.

\\-' ithoul question, the se men ....ere th e leaders in their cmnmunity, most
of th em rel atively ~' oung and destined 10 plar I n eve n luger par! in Rhode
Island alh in in \'CUI to come. ReJsonJbh- full accou nt s of .I few nf rhc m
had been .... r i tte~ ear-lier, hut of mO:SI of them Jnd of thei r families, Iinle
or no thing ....JS in pri nt. H ere \\'e have short bioguphies. suppo rted by
pueticJII)' ",\'C'I} pJS&.1 ge in the or iginal sou rces in which I he~' ar e m en
rion...d.

M r. Rowe n believes, and believes r ighll~- . thJt an hi llorical 'UJrk thJr
i. nor fllllr docu m en ted is not histol')' .II all. how...ve r inte rC'.t inll: JnJ whJt
ever e lse it mJ~' he.

II... c,1l15 anenricn to rhe hel that althollgh th... source mJrer iJI for the
histol')' of Providence it "ery abundant, no "'1{C'm pl hn t>cen made for ~

hundred "C',1U 10 write the historv of the citv. and Ih~t. beeJUlC of its lack
of docllm·enl,1lion. :' tJplet' .hI"Jis oj rh, r "v...., "j PI",,r·jJ ,.,,a . published
in 18.JJ . is \"JlueleM to the cririca l h istorical scbolar,

In ,1 worJ . thil book it J \aluJrJe contribution to Rh." le I ;l J n .l-in .l~"CJ

10 :\' ew Engh nJ - hittory. O ne fun IhJ.( be.,:JlIie Ihe eJition i~ small,
",nJ becallse it JppcJ" in J scri~ of r~prin lS of source mJ(eriJI is>ued b~' the
Sociely of CoJnniJI \\·J rs. its impo ru nee will he o"erlooled "r un.lere~li ·

nlJ leJ. T he re i. a 'cry rul JJn~er th3tlhe gen".ll"g i<·JI material ", ill be
losl sigh t of.

.\ 1r. H" well's mntrillut j"'l to Ihe S,~" ElI(l.mJ I !i" " , ;, ,/1 oJ.,J ( ..,,,"'
lo,; ir-<JI R, giJ/,.- , hi, 1I""l on CoulItaf"iling. thi, h.~.l . ;l1ld othe r puhl i
cations in pro' p'...'l lI1,1l ~ him J pe rso ll to be IJken in to .tn ·oullt " hen lil' ing
11 istorialls of :\ ew Engl.ln,1 .I f'· cuulIted up .llId .tppr;li\e,1.

T rinit.... Co llege. .\R t II I II. .\ 1>'\ IS

H n tforJ . Conn .
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\\· ~",· rly . Il.ho,l~ Iol"nd, Th~ l' tl~r C"mr~ nJ, I' " bl i . h~ .. and I' , inl.,to, 1''141.
I' p, 2~1. inc. indu. Cloth f 2,OIl.

T his (..ol's u~ning line givcs one descriptiun "r Westerlv as ". \n
expr"," 1101' of the Xcw York, Xcw H aven "nd Hartford Railroad".
POSIl ibly some Rh"J e Isbnd outsiden m,,~- have had this limired knowledge
of the town before the coming of the automobile hut the~- have had"
pleasing surpri sc ~s the.l· hale come 10 know it hctter. .-\nd if they rud
Ihis "olume, Ih".I' will gef an JJJ"J surprise at the harJships "f iu Juughty
fou nders and rhe enterprise of their descendants whose local priJe h"s
m"inu in"J "nd Je\eloped " Ihri"ing and well-ordered community p0sses
sing ~lIlhQSC modern features which make an ide,,1 Xew Engb nJ town.

T he author is Hue to her title " The Town T hat S,,'-eJ a State" as she
recites the trials uf the urly generJlion. of settlers in the harsh ,truUlo:s
and control'euies of lhat pcriod when jurisdiclion over terrilo~- between
:-': JTr~J:an .....n Ib~' ~nJ Ihe Pawcat uck Ri"er 'us d.aim"J altern"tcl~' h~'

:'Ibsuc huselu and Coe neerieur. For 60 ~-ears the-re W Jl almost no lei-Up in
the biller "IuJt>blc for ~ion . .\ Ic"nl ime, the Iinle \\'C1te rl ~- colony
of iO.1"11 Rhud e " b nde ts, kju«zcJ in bet ....ee" its two big lanJ -gubbing
nei.l:hhots, sutlered the arrest, deporting to Boston, j"ilinR .anJ lining of its
le"ding men, the de Ifueli"n of houses "nd other propert~-, anJ the .l:eneul
run of inJignilio:s that accompanied the p1J.n~ of "m,," of inyti~te greed".

T here is h"rJI~' " promin"nl fea ture of Rhod e Island colonial hislOr~' in
its man~' pha..... JnJ localirics, th"t is not touched on bj- the author. ~ the
ruder willfind here a h"nJy compendium [aided h~- a generous inJex)
of the hi!'l"h points of the ~Ule's eJ.rl.,· Ja~'s. T he le"ding men of Prcvl
.I""",,, Xcwport , .... arra~anS<:t1 and " 'u wicl all COllie in for their ~huc "f
notice in th is Iormarivc period of SUle sovereignrv. Side incidents anJ
an.-cdotes of hJ ~'rening. Jnd I"'fS<1Il3ges, characterisric of our politic~1

hJbits anJ JOllle~t;c CU.tOlll', stuJ th" p"g". to lend {;t",inaliun to the
rCJd"r, .... hile [he .author's 0\\'11 sucial phi losorhy re'-cals its..,]f in 11un.I' a
s~'Jrlli"R phu M:.

T hc I"M,k wa, wrilt,'n for th" RhuJ e I;b nd T crcentl'nJn - in 19 .1(,.
It hJ.s now heen j'lJbli,heJ h.,' a j (lint commilt.:e t-i the \ \' e' lcrI.;- i l i'lOriC'l1
::-...,icl\· .anJ tbe \\'n terl\" "J'erCe l1 lenaT\" Cor11 millce. It is.l distin"l (Un
ttibutiul\ to Rhud c b b nJ historil'.;I llit~rature and.;l deS'-'rl'eJ m"muriallO
the Ju thor whu IJnfurtlJnat..,]y p,lSsc,i .1WJY during the inten-e ninK time.

GFOR,.E \ \ '. G \RllI " ."

Prol'iJ ence, K. J,

.\ CT~sul ch"n,l..:li,·r which formerly hun!'l" in the Ibrler horne in 1'.1"
tucket has been obtained for the ::-',,·;et.1 an,i insulled in the main lec tu re
room through th.· gen"rn.ity of .\ I r. Paul C. ~ ichfl""n .

From .\I r, ~nJ .\I r•. Charl... 1'. Henne, their collection of printed Jnd
manusc r-ipt RhuJ " l sland nut",ial, including numerous g"ne"logicaI
records compiled b~- them.

From .\1i;4 .\lJ.rJ· .\1. Hlulller, a c..lketi,," of miSCellJneous volumes,
incluJing marcrjal on Rhode hbnd and .... cw EngbnJ.

h om .\t rs. S. HJ d" C,,(..t, Colo"ial mo"e~' Jnd deeds pertaining to
lIlemhcrs of the .\l umforJ JnJ T horn ton fJmilies.

From .\I rs. Earle W. ~J.rg"nt, miS(:dbneous Rhode hlJ.nJ mJnuscriptl
JnJ deeds pcrtaining 10 the G re"ne, .\I illerd , l\ im b.J.lI, "nd Carpenler
Isrnilies of W"fw id .

From .\I iss Arney T hurber , miscellaneous Rhode hbnd manuscripts.
F rom the author, .\I r. William W . btes, an JJdilion to the L:nhun

f"mil~' genulog~-, with index.
From .\I r. G . :\ndrewl .\Im in ty, /,,-..,Ju n ,,,, Li,uJ~'-.

From Et h l~' n WightmJn Whitt ier, .\I inneapolis, .\I inn.. Wightm"n
.\lJ.nuscr ipt and Rec ord Il.oo-.k.

From :'lIt. Wilbur Brown, \V ...t Hn rington, nu l ,lIir, C;,-"r.u"Kiol
'y',ln S o. -I: .1[JrTu g,-, i" S r.( L,-h..r'lO" , .Y. r.

Frorn .\I r. William .-\. J"cbo n, Librarian of the H oug hton Libr.srv,
H arvard L'rriversitv, n1anuscrirll from the estate of G eorge L~ m~ n
Kimedge.

From .\l i:16 chis .\. Hawkin s, tl'l:orJs of th" Cb. of 1&79, Prov idence
Engfish H iRh ::'<:h.-..J.

From .\l r. John B. Brown , TI", T~,mJJ Crn" IIr,ulr , br John
Perl in! Brown and Elea nor R"nsolll•

F rom H un. T heodore Francis Green, his aJJrcu on the SolJien' Vote
Bill.

F rom :'Ilr. Sumne r \ \ ' . H inds, ~lmanac for Jill; ~nJ ~ framed picture
"f " 'I'oclwolton II 0ul<:."

F ronl the F"s.ter II . ' i'""n",,,",1 Estate, pin ur.·, o( RhoJ e I,b nd hc....ts.
From .\It. lI enrJ A. G reene, I'il'ture of Stephen Cushing H arr is of

I'rnciJ ellce ,
From th" aUlhur, l'erlY Fdll .HJ l>ecb rJ , .\I.D ., G Olul OID' "I tilt

IJ,.,-J:..rrJ FJmil)·.
Frnm .\ t rs. C . O li\l' r [", lin .m,1 .\lrs. . l>c\\ 'ulf Clarh ' , photographs

of the (;uJ ,b r,1 .1lI.l l' q : raOl families, 1);(, 11 -1 1'1 9 0.
FWlIl .\ 1;,. L. .\ 1. CO~Ke,h .l ll , thrl'e fr.uBe,1 CUjotgl',h,lll n,:s!,.
From Kl. Rel-. .J ame, [>,.\ \ ',,1£ Perry , j'iclur", Jil d p;lpas o f .JJ1lll'l and

11.' IlI1 J h '\ "":~r.Hr.lIl.

Fro m ;\ 11. \ 'ernon [""Iil's' '\"'I<";.lli, ol1 , .l/,ni!lll ',I l "dJ " ilt~ t ,; " ,

Ftum 1\1 r. Ik nr.\' ~. Ch,de,' , J r'I .... 1/ . "' .."..111, Citho/ ',I Rh,," .. I ,t,m".
From :'\l rs. Walte r lI i,I.1el1 , " p" nrai t in oils or Wilkim l"r.l ike,

painted hy J:lllleS :;ullilall Lincoln. .Ind a !.Irg.' ,1\,,1 mirrur.



News-Notes
of th e Rh ode bland H istorical Society

In the past year, 38 meetings of our own and othe r so
cieties have been held at John Brown H ouse. Seve nteen
of these were addressed hy your director.

On Feb. 15, Dr. Carl R. W oodward , presiden t of
Rhode b land State Co llege, spoke before t he Society on
" Ben jamin F ranklin's Adventure in Agriculture."

On M arch 8, M iss M arga ret B. Sti llwe ll gave an afte r
noon tal k on " Benefit 'stree t, N ort h and Sout h."

G. Andrews M oriart y addressed the Society on M arch 21
on "The Con nection Bet ween the Xew H ampshire and
M aine Settlements and T hose of Rhode Island in the
17th Centurv."

P rof. Zechariah Chafcc, Jr. , of H arvard Law School,
spoke 0 11 " Rhude Island Court of Equity : 174-1 -4-3" at a
meeti ng Apri l II. w. G. R.

Impri nts Survey
For some time a BiMiol{raphy of / ! 1IIer ;((lt/ ! IJJ pr;tIlJ has

been in proce~s of prepara tion at the Xewbcr ry L ibrary,
Chicago, unde r t he auspices of the Bibliographical Society
of America, with Douglas C. :'\1c:'\l urt ric as editor-in -chie f.
P lans call for sectional publicat ion of the bibliography ,
divided bv Sta tes, and Rhode Island , for severa l reasons,
W <IS chosen as the first State in which t he work would
be done.

I II NC'"';"J Sheet No, H , issued by the Bibliog raphical
Society on Ju ne lu, M r. 'vl cM urt rie reported that "we
have gn per cent of the final descriptions Iof R hode isl and
im prin ts I written ready for the print er. T he prel iminary
sho rt title check list is completed and is being reprod uced
so t ha t we can send copies to the more importa nt librar ies
for checking."

Although our imprints may not he a subject of interest
to mall}' of our members, the collectio n is, bibli ographicall y
speaking, one of the fi nest fea t ures of t he Society's l ibrary
and one of which we tn:lY all he proud . Nor in cond ition
for geueral usc since the Society move d from its old
quarters , the collection recen t ly has been arranged by M r.
Peter Davidson and, with the publication of the fort h
coming bibliography, sho uld provide an excellen t oppor-
tu nit y for research scholars. B. F . s.

-
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