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Somet ime in 16 84- probably, Christian Lodowick em 
barked for America as a ship's doctor and either lan ded at
Newport d irectly or SOOIl came the re. H e was not the fi rst
German physician in Rhode Island, for as earl y as 1661
Felix -Ch ristian Spori of Zurich had stopped over in New
port fe r several weeks, performed a successful operation
UpOIl the SOil of the governor (President William
Brenton), and was almost persuaded to stay. ' The neigh
boring colonies too had thei r German doctors , some of
them with vcrv color ful careers behind them. J ohn Lederer
after his explorations of the Appa lachians of Virginia and
the Carolinas came to Connecticut, performed chemical
experi ment s with Governor J ohn Winthrop the Younge r
at H artford , and the n practiced medicine very success
full y at Stratford and Stam ford in 1674 and 1675. Doctors
Burchstead and Kroncnschcldt settled in M assachusetts
du ring the 1680's and founded fami lies, the latter's to
become famous as the Crowninshields of Salem. Dr.
Francis Crahtman too became a respected citizen of Salem
a few decades later.'

Christian Lodowick of Newport and Leipzig
By H AR OL D S. JAST Z
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no?leman, but a figure of great prestige in the rel igious,
philosophical , and occult circles of his day , J Ie was Chris
ria~ Knorr von Rosenroth ( 1636- 1689r distinguished
Ir; lc poet , Cabbali-t, mentor of the Prince of Sulzbach,
friend and correspondent of - Gottfried Wi lhelm von
Leibniz, of the meteoric Francis Mercurius van H elmont
of the Cambridge Platonist H enry M ore, and of the in ~
comparable Lady Conway. The stamp of his personality
seem" to han: remained indelibly impressed UpOIl the
r oung tutor in his fami ly.

T his was a time of fusion among the various small
groups of myst ics on the Continent, in England, and in
America, among whom the Quakers were the most actin
and success..fuI. All of the gro ups had their roots in later
variants of Xco-Platonism and Chri stian mysticism, chiefl y
th!~ugh J ohann Tauler, Caspar von Schwenkfeld, Valentin
\\ eigel, and most parti cularly through J acob Boehme.'
I.nwardness of religion, reliance upon the guidance of the
Itg~t. of God within man's soul, a complete devaluation of
religious form s, ceremonies, and organization, a reaction
against the increasing preponderance of rationalism, an
effort to reestablish the value of the emotions these are
characteristic of all the various groups, even of those within
the pale of the established Cath olic or Protestant churches.
~he bolde r, more speculat ive spirits outside the pale ear
ned these tendencies at times to their ultimate conclusions
in quietism and seekerism.

In 1677 W illiam Penn, Robert Barclay, and George
Keith made their jou rney through H oll and and German v
tu unite ~ume uf these gruup~ under Q uaker leader-hip.
One of the material result s of Penn's efforts.a few years
later was the founding of German town, Pennsylvania by
Quakcn; and near-Q uakers of the Rhineland. There is

' Cadl-.,,) ·• • p. , if ., 2~, "" II.. hr" I" n "l ~ , hi, «'n""" tion. s~~ . 1... lh aU lhN "
"r:~,m a " Th",, ~11I 'n,1 l.il ~ ' .1t u, ~ in :-.: ~ " England, 1~20 ·1 820" , T~ , Jo~,,,.1 .f
E" l l" J, ."J (; ,,,,,.mr< PAi l . lox ) , xu (19~21, 1 -~ ;. ~ ' r. 16-li.

On K n" •• •~~ l h~ O..u1" Ju .\""" o ~ .I ·Rjol' ."~ ;' .

"Th. ~ ..... il)' .,· aib~l. k."k. on th..~ ' " oJ , " I .h"u gh, ... Rutu. :"1. J on.. '
~."' J,:' i~ ,\ I) ,li,.1 R, l '·li ... , l o" d" n. 1909, . n<J hi, $ti,ir~..1 R,.I"''''~' J iN I~' l ~f4

if 1"A C'"'~ ';''' L.",d" n. I " I~ (.t.o h r" ~J i l i"n . or }w' lh l .

no ind ication, however , that Chri stian Lod owick came into
personal contact at thi s time with either the En glish Quaker
leaders or with the Pastorius group, though he may well
have done so. His transformation into a Quaker may have
come about at this time through Knorr von Rosenroth,
with whom he probably stayed between about 1680 and
1683 or 8-10. When and where he acquired his per fect and
idiomatic command of Engl ish is not known, though one
need not be too surprised by it, for Knorr tran slated Sir
Thomas Browne's Pseudosia Epidemica into Germ an in
1680 and Knorr's fr iend van H elmont was also well
acquainted with the English langu age"

Lodowick may at fi rst han gone to England, and th en:
about 1683 or 8.... have been engaged as a ship's doctor and
come to Xew England. We know nothing about the further
fortunes of his school at Newport, which he presumably
started early in 1685. All that we know is that in Novem
ber, 1688 he asked the M onthly Meeting for a certificate,
possibly for travel; this was granted. H owever, we can
infer with some reason th at within a few years his unive rsity
mind , highlr tra ined in science as well as metaphysical
specula tion, devel oped misgivings about the beautifull y
simple faith and doctrines of the Fri ends. Being master of
the whole background uf Renaissance mystical speculation,
he appa rently could not resist tryin g to develop Q uaker
doctrines and to give them a more prof ound and sophisti
cated turn, even as George Keith sought to do about this
same time . Both Lodowick's and Keith's efforts were re
jected by the gene rality of Friends, and both men de finitely
withdrew from the Society and joined its opponents.
H owever, matters came to a head sooner in Newp ort , just
a year or two before they did in Philadelphia ; the conse
quence wns that Lodowick broke with the Society when
Keith was still in its good grace!', and Keith th us became

"Fu, "-n" ,r' , .11lel '-'0 11. 1",,,,,,', En, ll .b ,,,n,,.. li,,,,, f,,,,,, 16 ~ 1l ft·r ,h. r. .nn'."
L'ff' rI, edite d b,' ~b ,j ", i . Il " r ' :-: i" ,f."" , :-:." li n . " . 19 W. ~"r num.,ou' ,d.;.
~n< ~. , "r. f, om r . 10'1 " n" ..J. 1/ Lod" wi,k cant< I" ~~" r"" ,·ia En gland, h. mo)·
"·.ll l,,,, ' ~ bl"<o",,, ,,~u. in, ..d with "-" " ,,'....., f, i' rld l h, · r~ . I h ~ Camb,id g. rlaloni ,t ,
fl . n , )' '\I O f ~.



the following conclusion: "This mcctrin g Takeing into
Consideration th e Disord erlcv behavior of Ch ristian Lod 
wick who hath: For merl y Cr-ept in Am ongst us & seemed
to bee A Lover of Trut h; & Friend / But since For sevrall :
mont hs past hat h Apposed & appeared in our publike
meetin gs & Con tineues to gayne say the pr inciple and testa
monev of the Truth. & is a publ ike Di sturber/ which
actions and Frame of Sperit is Condemned to be evil l & is
disou ned by us.?"

An account of these di fferences, togeth er with a manu 
script and letter of Lod owick, was sent to Ed ward W rig ht
of Barbad oes for his opinion ; th e answer reached Xewport
the following :\ Iay. T his answer left no doubt th at Lodo
wick wou ld now be adj udged a heret ic and cast into out er
darkness. Wright was outraged that a man who had
known th e truth could thus turn agai nst it, "and t hen to
tra mp le upon all th is in th y imagi nation after the so und
thereof hath reached thy own country to the convi ncing
and ga thering of many therein wh o I believe will be
gri eved to hear of thy ap0!itacy & separatio n from thy
brethren .. ." This refers, of course , to \ Vill iam Penn's
successf ul missionary tour th rough Germany; it also im 
plies th at Lodowick was known in Germ an QuaLr circles.
The letter ends in the racy language of the conrroc ersia list
of th c day : " howfiver I have Returned th y F urd le as A
Treasur oneley Fi t For t he dunghi ll . . .n"

The manu script to which Wright ref ers at the beginning
of the letter as " thy cbal lcuge " may have been the same
as th e "Challenge to th e Quakers", now lost, probably
never publis hed bu t circula ted in manuscript, and referred
to In ' Cotton M at her in his I.il/ lt' Flocks Gtldrdt',[ :Igaimr
Gri~~·(JII ... tr fJI...-es, which was pu bl ished September I, 1691.
:'>.lather here mentions ( p. 15) "the Ingenious :"o l r .
'~ (},I(),".;,'i{-k, a Gentleman of R llOde-/Jland latel y Recove red
out of QUlIkt'J"iJlJJ, in a Ch allenge to the Quakers," and
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his virul ent opponent and the stout defender of the
Friends, ironicall y just before he himsel f ran int o trouble
for similar innovati ve activities.

Anot her possible hypothes is is that Lod owick's brea.k
with t he Q uakers may han come about throug h his
acquaintance with the Reverend and very learned :\l r.
Samuel Lee of nearby Bristol. Though we have as r et no
direct evide nce that th e two men ever met, it woul d have
hecn rather st ra nge th an otherwise if th ey had not, for
neith er could hnve fou nd another person so much like
himself in a ll the Am erican colonies. Lee's libra ry alone,
consisti ng as it did of over twelve hundred volumes, many
of th em th e transcendent al and occult volumes th at were
favorites at Sul zbach, could well have pr oved an irresistible
magn et to draw Lodowick the few miles to Bristol." I n
the conversa tions that would hav e ens ued , Samuel Le e, th e
orthodox Congregationalist, with his superior th eological
dia lectic, migh t well have sha ken Lodowick's old beliefs. It
woul d have been decidedly a help in any such conversa tions
tha t Lee was in every ot her matter except rel igious creed
as completel y un orthodox and adva nced as Lodowick.
This hypothetical acquaintance would account for th e fact
that Lod owick's treatise, in which he first expressed doubts
about Quaker d octrines, quickly came to th e attent ion of
the Boston ministers and was referred to appro vingly by
Cotto n :\I ather, as we sha ll see. I n t his way too it would be
easy to account for Lodowick's ensuing close acquaintance
with Thoma s Hrart le, Samuel Sewall, and other intellectual
leaders, even before he moved to M assachusetts.

All was apparently still serene in J anuary 1690, when
Lodowick was a witness to the marriage o f Thoma s and
~Iary Coddingto n" but within another r ear or so he began
to express his differences from Quaker principles. By the
spring of 1691 th e N ewport Quake rs had lost pat ience
with Lodowick's philosophi cal aberrations, and th e Quar
terl y M en and W om en's M eeting of M ay J 2, 169 J reached
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'OT"~ l.i1<'~'1 of T"~ r..,~ Rn·~.~..J .....1 I_<.....~J _\I•. S.......~I L«. BoOlO". 169J.
.."iq.... e" l'1 ,,/ ,h~ .alt. cala l",r at II>< RntlO" PuMic Lihr..-, .

" Cadbur,. " p. ei1.. ~l.

' ::"... porl lI i. ' or;' . ] Soci. ty m" .• ~o ~ ..\ . , \I~ .. ~ 11'. ..... ...., .I t<<1i .., .f F. i ....J.
/"~f,.r;07. p.li l •
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...irh the rest und.-r the Design~tion of Q,..J..~" are nevertheless no true
F" .Ti.m J, but m~.I. (for J i~tinctions uke) be called Sfmil"oJ~rJ or Stmi
F" xi-nlt : . . . 'They are most of them, the more learned tort of the people
called Q".ll..rr: the chid writers of Ih~_. are G. A:..it/'. Ro. B,"cl4)' ,
(both Scotchrnen.} ... The common Ffjx;,p" conceive Ihu Ih~t which
condemns e\'er\" m~n within him. i, ~ measure of the iu....a of God,
...·hich Ihey nl(C/,d". the UX"', Ihe II ,,,J. ~nd Ihe fternd Spirit &e .• •
{whereby they onl~" Jt'X"ribe th .. various condition of m~n'l Cli'J/duu-e.)
. •. The S"mi-fllxil'/J finding thi, Doctrine 10 be too Gnu and th~t God
is Indi,·iiiblc ~nJ Immortal, and cannot he CrueifieJ Sl~in ~nd Raised
from Death. will not 1i.l\, that Ihe />mJrJ Cli,IJ..,,,,, ..,. is ~ measure of
the uncr eate Eternal !'pi~it. bUI Ihey !>JY. 'Iii ~ create or rather i mJ1J.lu J
BeinJt, Em anated from Goo in the beginning before all things, VIZ..~
measure of the }."lJf'l</ of the IIt ,x·.."Jy ,\[0.1'1, which they generally ull
the Lighl and Sririt of Jesus Chrisl. and the purchase of his Death . . . ,nd
he I Barclay I i. o ffen, led with them Ihat call it .1 X o.lf lmU Conscience ...
he Milh , thai they m~,. come to part ake of it [C hrili t', sacrifice I, Ihat arc
i,l:llOrao t of the l/ iJ f fj ~)' of Ch rist, for he .nscrts th.it or the operation of
this Ligtrr an,l Sui, IIOme have been an,1 mar ye t he ~a\"l..J, 10 whom the
Go~re l is nM outwardlv Preached , nor the l Listorv of Christ outwar dla
known, because rhev ha~·e with all olher men, a Jol.\' ~'f I"i,if..firm, in which
God offers 10 work this S~lution, by the Jl"oJftt ~.. of a ~\"iog, sufficient
,urcnutuul RiJ:ht, gil'en to c'er}" man, which all are to believe in ..•
And you Olay see by G. A:..it/'J Books, how they have fumed their Doe
trim' ConceroinJt C/,~;/I, ~('{'{lrJing to this their IIYf'J / /' " iJ, borrowing
se'·cral of their :Sot iool out of the W ritings of some R.Jhbin among the
l. oJJfrr" 1....4,·" T u m b ted into l ..Jt in. by a I -",aroed Xoble ~1~ n in G ..m1.V1\"

(who><: Children I IUIOred some yc~n ago.:) Hut if the R.JI,Mn-.-T../tI)r"h
k ~ccordi0l\: to the S..mi.jl);riol'IJ. the F~ther, Word ~nd 1I01y Ghost.
(~s they ~~.) and the •.:E n/fJ ! /' hninJt clothed himself with the :'I h nhooJ
called :tl,n" C.MIm',,, , be, the \ \'ord's bcin,l: made FInk, then accordi ng
to th(·ro, nOI onh· the \\'ord , lout also the F..lher aoJ 1/ ')/\. GhllJf wer..
made FI"Jh. This anJ roam olher Absurdities follow from G. A·..i'/'J
assenion, th~t Ihe I r fJ~J TloJi ·''I.lJ.. n,,/; in the Bo:g inn ing, anJ thn this
Fl~"$h i. Ihe R.l}'bi~"$ :Ibm CoJIm1m. And these CahNlislical S..mi-fr;;ri.m;
we", 10 cxf'<-"C{ th~t {heir hea\"l·nl~· AL ·m CJ..Imr,'l in the Bcdj- aMumd. of
.11",.:;, sh~ll come from H".l\"Co to Judl\:ement, and Ihat then there sh~l1

b... .l R",,.,rf..-ti,,,, out of the Gu"e.; anJ G. K. doth also belic'·" . that al
his coming Ihere will he the Inon YcJ rs- RciJtn , which ii mnre th~n I e"er
heard anyone calle,1 ~ QUoJkn affirOl . :\n,i becauliC G. K..ith , a, he told
me lasl SUrnlll"f, fal·nur> the T wclyc R<'n ,lut ions or T r.lmmiJtTations of
our !'ouh, ... Ih<·rdore h<' isof bte "cr~' fldle cOl\n:Tllin~ th<· R..i10T""';'JII
I,,;d.,· ; fm he told lIle 1.I,t Summer, that this " flI' Fin h which goes into Ihc
~ ran· ,hall not ri~e again . !:oU{ Ih~re is an In\" isibl<: 8 ml( dispersed th ro'
this nod.l . (alld by t h ~ C.lh}.alislS L,..::., which i. th<· S....J SOU·II , un to
..·hi(h c;oJ .nall )(il"<' J 5tiriffl.;/ 8".1)': an,1 II.· loai,1. IhJt h<: ...ked ~lln<"
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adds a quotation from the challe nge. Up to (his point all
of Christian Lodowick's side of th e controversy is lacking.
and there is preserved on ly the abuse tha t his opponents
heaped upon him, But now Lodowick, having read
Vlather's tract , was moved to wri te him a long letter
on February I. 1692 , which was printed almost imme
diately by Bartholo mew Green of Boston.

T his letter contains interesting details about the pre
vious summer's events in Newport. D uring tha t sum
mer, it appears, George Keith spent some time at Xcwport
and seems to have had ra ther inti mate , even friend ly,
conversations with Lod owick un decidcd lv esoteric sub
jeers, along with the pub lic disput ation which he under
took against him. One should imagine thar if the Newport
Friends had been aware of rhe wild speculative trend s
of Keith's tho ughts at this time, they might not have
chosen him as their champion agains t Lod owick in the
d isputation which was held J Ulie 18, 169 1 at the house
of Walter Clark." All that we know about the disputa
tion is that aft er some unsatisfncrorv discussion Lodowick
went away, leaving Keith with the feeling tha t he had
triumphed. T o judge from the letter to Ylather , Lod e
wick had for his part analysed the tendencies in Q uaker
doctrine rather acutely. and. as events were soon to show,
he was completely right in his analys is of Keith: that he
was not a Quaker at all.

In the eight page letter Lod owick analyzes the evo lution
of Keith' s thought in irs progressive attempts to make
Q uaker doctri ne philosophically more acceptable , from
his l fey 10 I/w City of God , t hrough The Wa)' Cast Up ,
tu a rcccnt man uscript of his, all of which Lodowick sends
ro :'I.hrher.

" \\'h~n I rc.Hi r"u~ Boo k, I ,iid 'Ii)h, that You mili(ht hne ha,1 th~

!'e ru~J l of tillS" H<K'ks of his, crc You wrote Yours. For tho' You hal·c
nOl.lhl~ dis<oycrcd the ,F rrors of thc G cne ra 1i I ~" of lhe Qllaju n (whom I
l'a!1 1" ,,1;,/1/5) ~et thl're i~ ,,1,,0 J liltl.. f'/I")' di,perscd to and fro, among the
,·Ollllllon Fo.t ;,J.1/ r, .... 11<>. tho' the~· o"~r\'c G . Foxe' O rd inalKes md paS!
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of the J ewl in these pam. what Lez signified. and t ? C ~' [because thc~'

unde rstood nothing of that Cdbh"!,,, and ~rhaps knowlIlg that the word .
L,,: , in the Portug'" and SfV"iJh T ongue signifieth Light) told him it
meant U Xh, and sc G . A", ;rh is hugely ple.aseJ with Ihc fan9" of it, an.!
thinks it sUleln beavelv whh thei r Light and Su J . .And when 1 told
him, IhOiI the C;lbbali'l~ $.lid. Ihn the /nr-iribh Bmu is only a Small Bone
in the bMk, he answered, that 1I";se me" U:QulJ '1m ull all tlf onre."U

Thus on the subject of the mystic L icz d id th ose learn ed
Orientalists, M ather and Lodowick, have their little joke
at the expense of Keith , and there was pro~bl r manY.:t
learned chuckle around Boston and Cambridge about It.
Lodowick's report on the course of Keith's t houg~t ~ u r

ing the summer of 1691 can hardly be mere fabrication,
for it ag rees with the rest of the interna l and, e~ter?al

evide nce about Keith and is just one further indica tion
tha t Keith, like Lodowick before him, was well on his
way toward becoming a schismatic , Indeed, the first
breach between him and "the ge nera lity of Quakers" came
a few month s later in September and was considerably
widened bv the time Lodowick wrote and M ather pub
lished the ·Ietter ,'·

I n this age of controvers y a counterbla~t from r;eor~e

Keith was naturally to be expected , and It soon came In

his The Chr;Sf;Il II fllith of the People of God , (dlled in
scom . Quakers ;'1 Rhode-Lsland . , . Vindicated from Ihe
Calumnies of Christian l .odo';;,:i,·k. Ph iladelphia, 1692.
This was not merely a refutation of M at her 's and Lodo
wick's claims about the here tical opinions of the Quakers
concerning the person of Christ, but also on its positive
side a formal state ment of the creed of the Rh ode Island
Quakers,

Lodowick. howeve r , apparentl y had no interest, in
keeping up the conr roversv, issued no ~ounter-rcfu~atlOn,

but turned his active mind from religious speculation to
the pursuit of science and mathematics, both specul?tiw
and practical. His contact with M ather, together WIth a

possible previous acquaintance with Samuel Lee very
likely broug ht about Lod owick's introd uction to the re 
markable g roup of men around Huston who were able to
appreciate the de pth and range of his at tain ments. T his
group included Samuel Sewall , J ames Oliver, and Thomas
Hmttle among those ..... hom Lod e ..... ick certa inly learned
to kno..... well , possibly also Charles M orton and \\'illiam
Brattle. Samuel Lee 'had left Rhod e Island and America
in J69 1, inten d ing to return to E ngl and , but had died
instead in a French prison.

Lodowick's exact movemen ts after his break with the
Xewport Quakers arc d ifficult to ascerta in. At some time
between 1692 and 169~ he seems to have made one or
more visits to Boston, for he .....as well acquainted with
T homas Hrattl c and severa l other Bostonians before he
left Xewport fur good in the summer of 1694., On Apri l
10 of that vcar T homas Brattlc wrote him a letter, the
answer to which , dated Rh ode Island, April 2 1, is pre
served in the Rhode Island Hi storical Societe." T o judge
from th is, the two men had had considerable personal or
epistola ry communication before th is time, The body of
the lett er. a littl e treatise in navigation mathematics em
bodying Lodowick's method for "the :'\Jiddl e-Parallel 
Sailing" , has already been published in this periodical ,"
hut the first part of the letter with its significant personal
dera ils has not, and follows herewith ( ..... irh the abbrevia
tions resolved} :

" :\1r. Hrattlc, Yours of Ih" 1(J l h in.l Jnt r~"(:eiH,J b~{ . with the :\ I umm}
,!OJ C ummc Tr~ ,l(;lcJ ll t h , which I give you nlJn~' 'Thanks for, JS also for
your T rnuHc in enquiring ..£ter some LJ~n c .., I return rou the french
T Ulles with .1 B.1ssUS 10 t hem, and shJl1 be fl'J dy In ,i:rJtify }'OU in thi s Of
the like resrcct, where in [ nlJr he CJpJblc, I W ,1S gbd to unders tand
rO UT Org,l nJ JTC fin ished, and cu mi n,i: in G ilh m : Wc heard some time
agee he had I",en killed in J F igh t , I W AS Jlso I'ef~' ,i:bd 10 unders tand b~'

<ours. rh.u :\I r, Xcwm.n is arrived in sa(l'ly, lu whom ( I pra,\' ) rl'11lell1ber
'mr kiml Respe cts, cnn,l!; ralul.t l ing h is safe Return , , : '

' : R.I. II.S, rn... XI\' , ~B,

' " Rh.J~ l , t.." .I 1f;.'t.r;.-..I,~oci,'", r.II" t''''' _X \'lI (1'l14) ~'l-9(l,



The first three items mentioned are med ical rem edies
from the incredible pharm acopoeia of the seventeenth
century, when eage r, inquiring minds were exploring all
the possibilities of a swiftly expanding world, and when
the critica l checks of experience , of trial and er ror, were
not yet available to distinguish the possible from the pre
posterous. T he drug called mummy, imported from the
East, generally from Egy pt, was though t to be derived
from the ancient mummies, and was considered one uf
the sovereign remedies of the da y. Gum tragacanth, simi
lar to gum arabic, was land apparently Hill is) used in
medicine as a demulcent. To j ust what medical uses Lodo
wick would have put the Usnea (the genus of lichens to
which the tree mosses belong) , we can onl y guess.

F rom medicine the versatile Lodowick turns to mu sic.
Ir appears from this that Lodowick had made the musical
arrangement ( whether for voices, small orchestra , or the
new Brat tl e organ) for some F rench tunes t hat Bratrl e
had sent him. T he implication is that he was musically
trained and accusto med to making musical arrangements,
and this lone sentence gins him an important and '"CT}"

early place in the history of X ew E ngland secular music.
J ust how much he had to do with t he fa mous Brartle
organ , its installation and performance, we do not know.
T he " Jr. Newman men tioned was probably H enry, the
gra ndson of the Reverend Samuel Xewman of Reh oboth.
H e had been librarian of H ar vard Coll ege ti ll 169.1, was
sti ll connect...d with the college, and was later to go to
London where. he becam e a very im portant intermedi ary
for Cotton "lat her, J onathan Belcher, and othe r Xew
Engla nders in t heir correspondence wit h great European
scholars and rel igious lead ers. '"

OUI" next infor matio n about Lodowick comes from
'samuel Sewall's d iar y, on Friday, July 27 , 169.+ : " Groton
set upon hy the I ndians, 21 persons kill'd , 13 captivated ,
3 badly wounded . ~\bl)ut 9. nigh t, M r. Lod owick comes
to Huston. Between 10. and II . there is an Alarm th rough
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the T own kept up till ncar day-break . I\Jr. Brattl e was
arriv'd at Col. Sbrimpron 's, the re he told me of l\I r.
Lod owicks unhappiness in coming just tbcn.?" T his may
he the date of Lod owick' s definitely settling in Boston and
Cambridge for what was to be a year or so of crowded and
dive rse activity which .....as to be remembered in X ew Eng
land for tifty years and more to come.

''' \ 1.... l/ i'I " ;,h (". If" l i •• ,. ' ". J'I 1. It i. I" "" n >led Ih., I h~ olh~r r~f"·
<8<.. 10 ··\If. L.,.j i<k" ;n ....."'.Il·. di.ry < ,,,,, ~ 'n' Ih~ ",-..II kno"'-n C~4'!" Lodo",-irk
.. I ~ <"..- y ".k... 1,0 ' rr.,rnlly no ... bl ion 10 ('h,i., ;. ...

Patriotic Society News,
T he annual meeting of the Society of the Cincinnati of

Rhode leland was held , according to law, in the Colony
H ouse, Xewporr, on Fourth of J uly. Rt. Rev. j ames
De\\'olf Perry, ~.T. D_ , was re-elected president; W alter
Channing, vice-president ; J ohn Nicholas Brown, treasurer;
and "Iaj . Clarence H. Greene. assistant treasurer. William
Greene Roelk er was elected secretary in place of Peyton
Randolph H azard , resigned, and Charles H owland Russel l
was elec ted assistan t secre tary.

Following t he ann uall uncheon at the La Forge Cottage ,
attended by membe rs of the Society of the Cincinnati, Sons
of th e Revo lution , and officers of the armed forces, the
part)" ad journed to the Co lony H ouse.

T he Suns of the Revolution, wit h t he late Col. Frank P.
King , president , presiding, held a meeting atten ded by
members of the Cincinna ti and by the general public . The
uddrc», of the &1\", d el ivered bv :'\l r. Roclkcr, was entitl ed
"The ..-\dH·nturc·of I{hod e J..I ;nd." 1I . F . ~ .
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T11~ F I RST 1l..... T1 ST M f."TIl'C H OUS E ( 17i4-75 ) .
1',. ,,, ~ r,i~, slr. ,, ' i ~ r. /Ir ~ h~ jlJi"r. j ~ 1789.

Tlu J",lli", oS' tlr , I,j, is p,.hoShi, tlr, Ir.u u ... tluJ fir", y..... '" Su il OoJ" ,
",II ,toS~Jiut oS/ 10 TIr.",,, , Stun.

The Development of rhc Neck

A. Chronicle of the: Easr Side of Providence

by J OB :'" H l'TC II I ~ " CADY , F..\ .I.:\ .

CIt ,\I'n :Rv. 1772-1 i K+

T he fir-t official list of street names was adopted by t he
town in 17n ' in which thirt v- fivc names wen: enumerated
and de fined. T he stree ts ~l d~:-ignat t.'d constituted the built
up part of the town and the listing is of value in recons truct
ing the high way pattern of the period j ust before the
Revol ution.=

T he origi nal T owne street was gi ven four name ..: Water
Stree t ( the prt.~nt Sou th ~I a i n ) , King Street {X orth .\ b. in
from Market Square to Xorth Courtl , Wil liam's Street
{Xorrh Court to .\ li ll ; not to be confused with the present
Wil liams Street) , and Constit utio n St reet ( xnu to Olney ) .
The old road to Pawtucket was named Prince St reet ( Xort h
M ain from Olnev to the Xort h Burial G round ). " W hat is
comrnonlv called the Hack Street " was officiall v named
Benef it St reet . Wickcndcn La ne, T ransit Lane3

' Power 's
Lane, P lanet L ane, and H anover t Coll ege ' Street' ran
cast from W ater Street. T he former Gaol Lane, extending
easte rly from King Street, wa s re-named M eeting St reet
as far as Bene/i t and retained its former name farther east.
Bowen Allcv and Sta r Lane ran east from Will iam's Street
and Mil l Street branched to the northwest, crossing

I Ru orJ BI:<',l .../ Du d/ , 20 ( 1) , 0 1.
: Xot all of the town high ways were included ill the list of stree t names.

It omitted the present Hope and ,\nj(d l streets which were then roads to

Icr rys , as well as the prescnt Rochambc au Avenue, then the town boundary
and known as l Icarndo n 's or II H r inj(tun's Lane,

J Xamc d for the obscrvaficn of the transit of Ven us in 17fJ 9 throug h
J t,,1cs{'ope set up on the hig hwJ.\·,

, LJiJ OUI .15 ROSl'lIIH}" Line , 1720 ; dUIl/o;cJ to Presbyterian Lane,
I ; 2;,

' 19
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:\ l o~h ;t !<o !<o Ul'k rive r and continuing as Charles St reet. Stamp
ers Lane (now absorbed in Nort h M ain ) branched nor th
from Constitution Street, T he original Dexter's Lane,
later known as Olney's Lane, extending east from Constitu 
tion Srrcct , was named Liberty Street in honor of a Liberty
Tree ded icated j uly 25, 1768' ; t he extension of that high 
war (n ow aband oned ) westward to :'\Ioshassuck river was
named Olney Street . Moshassuck Lane ( Bark Street )
extended southerly from that stree t to the mill bridge.

The highway leading " from the Parade on the East Side
of the Bridge Westwa rd to the parting of the Road bv
j acob W hit man'" ( :'\Iarket Square and Westminster Stn.'C·t
to T urks I lead ) was named M arket Street. Other streets
identifi ed on the Weybossct Side included Westminster
(T urko. H ead to Cathedral Square), W eybosset (T urks
l Iead to Dorrance), Broad {Wcvbosset from Dorrance to
Abbott Park) , Pawt uxet ( Broad (rom Abbott Park to Com
stock Avenue, then the town line ), H igh ( We ybosser and
Westminster from Ahbott Park to Olneyvillc ) , Orange,
Uni on ( \\"cybossct to We stminster }, School ( :'\1athewson
from Weybossct to Westminster }, Snow t Pinc from
Chestnut to Richmond ) , Dock ( Page), and Ship (Cl ifford
and Ship, from Broad to Ed dy) .

The problem of water supply was met by nUllr of the
Xeck dwellers by the digg ing of well s and the construction
of rain water cisterns. T he town pump, located on the
Fenner estate north of the T own Parade ( the northwest
corner of Xlnrkct Square and N or th ;\ Iain Street ), was used
as a neighborhood supply. As the \\"est Side was developed
it was found that the water in the wells d ug near the swamp)'
...horus was roo brackish to d rink, so "i t fel l to the lot of the
!lors, some of whom were neg roes . , . to go with two pails
and a hoop, across the bridge for a supply? ' at the pump.
Relief {rum that condition was provided by two companies,

,.Su pl,.,; , p. 222 ,

"sec I' .'.':" 43, ( l1"I'I<'r 1\ ' , .\ !'ril , '4-L

, /.i f f of l/ordJ" ,/, p, 2),

chartered in 1772, which constructed water supply systems
by means of water logs. One company. formed by inhabi
tants of the region north of Ccwpcn Point; supplied its
cu~tomeN. fr om a fresh water spring on the j ohn Field
farm near the present corner of Clifford and Chestnut
streets. T he ot her company, known as Rawson's Fountain
Society, constructed a "fountain" ncar Ra.....!<oon 's ranvard
( Deal~ and Fountain streets I and laid an aqued uct from
there easterl y to Aborn Street. '

:'\Iost of thc farm products frum the agric ul tural lands
on the Wc ybo-ser Side were brough t to town over the bridge
to the T own Parade where a hayward (har scales} had
been located for a number of vears for the convenience of
the farmers." T he Parade was 123 feet wide, sloping from
the Towne street down tu the shore, and the en-rem abut
menrs of the bridge were ncar its northern borde r, about
opposite the center of the present Market H ouse." On th e
south border of the Parade, facing east 0 11 the T owne street
(South M ain }, was the Abbott Still t { ' )U "'C . ' ~ Dr. Ephraim
Bowen's mansion, erected about 1739, stood at the present
northeast corner of Xorth :\ ta in and College streets and
(;u\,ernor (1 727-3 2) j oseph j cncke ,' residence adjoined it
un the north; these houses were repl aced in 1823 by the
Franklin H ouse and the Roger Wil liams Hank Building,

• Cowpe n Point. documented J.' 1;'J.r1)' J.' 1710 (E .N.P., XI. 146) . i,;
chown on the Danie l .\nthon)' nul' of 11'103 near II,,: inlersccl ion of Point
" n,1 EJ d.,- st reets. lI u Ll1IC kJU were hu t biJ out in th..r J.reJ in 1; 17
(A .1/J! of tlte /I""", Lon, ..• SIred t ine Dept. plat O'i I 33 I ) . " When
Ihe Joh n f"id J Ia rm " .IS upeneJ fo r ....·u l.·tn<· nl .II Cow pcn Poinl the
EJ J }' fJm i1r esubli~heJ J shirprJ Ihet~ . In,1 <0 nun.l · of th e u m.: n,l l11.:

were cnRJjI;eJ in hui lJing I "SM·ls J IlJ hou","s rhu sonn th.: ' Poinl' WJ~ called
'EJJr', neigh borhood' or 'I-:JJ} 'I !'o int ·... ( ll ent r R. ehJc.:. (J ~..,I(r>

.I,,'; O cr"!.1f1/1 flf /h" L Mf, }/IA'UI .1,," Slt" !1 in t ;1( 'I'm,"" (,I Pr-,!'id"'I U,
R, I" in / 798 (I'rm·i,lcnce, 19 1-1- ) . h" r':;lfk t {) ~l"l(rl '''1,( {) o u r."" ', r. 1> .

" Staples. p. ()21 ,

' '' Do rr, r- 157,

1 1 S"" " .1.1: .: 1 111, _h.ll'l <:T II I. (1, I., ' -1-.1; I'. I .':~' 4 1, .-Jul' ln 1\ ' , .Ypril, ' -1- -1- .

I~ S'·" I'J/;:': 11'l. ch .lp tn 111. (\'1., '-1-1.



respect ively." Deputy Governor ( 1778-80 ) j abcz Bowen
resided next north to the j euckes house in a dwelling,
erected about 17-H by D aniel Abbott, late r known as the
M anufact urers H otel." From its balcony was proclaimed
the accession of George II I of England in 1760 and the
Declarat ion of I ndependence in 1776. T he house was re
placed in 1850 hy th e What Ch eer Block, now known as the
Providence Washingt on Buil ding. Facing th e Parade north
of the bridge and west of the town pump stood t he ga mbrel 
roofed Exchange Coffee 1 louse.

In 1771 the town resolved to buil d a M arket H ouse on
the T own Pa rad e, climaxing a movement which had been
agitated for thirt een years d uri ng which time various sites
had been considered. The grant of a lottery, to provide the
necessary fun ds, was obtai ned from the Ge neral Assembly
and the program was printed in Prouide»ce Guz.elle April
28, 1772 . As the tide ebbed and flowed ove r part of the
site it became necessary to fill the land to a level wit h the
bridge, a project undertaken under an agreement with
J ohn Brown; and subsequently a bank wall was built by
J oseph Andrews around the land thus made."

The M arket I louse ( page 123) was designed by J oseph
Brown in col labo ration with St eph en H opkins and its con
struction was started in :\ la y, 1773. It was 4-0 by 80 feet in
area and two stories high, the wall s of the lower story
comprising a series of arches of which those at the west end
were open to provide di rect access fr om the Parade to the
mcrcbant-,' sta lls within the building. T he second story
was div ided into offices, some o f which were used by the

U R"gc r Williams R.llIl Build ing W J S uzed in 19 11 and replaced hy
the I'c~ 'p l e , :;al'ing , B.1ll1. When the cxcsvarions (or Franklin H ou se
were heing nu ,le J mcl " -a, uncovered hearing an iron suplc and ring ,
cvide ml v used al all carlic r date for Ill'K,ring a hut and indicHi ng th,lt
Ill" tide'unce n" lI'e.1 acr",~ :\"mth ~1.1 i n :-tr"el (Doer, p. 10:;) .

" T he ,\bhult Srill Huu,e. Franllin House. Roger Willia ms B.1I1 k
ll llil,ling and (;' ''-crnor Bowen's house ;H" seen in Ih" il!llSlratiu ll on
paR" 123,

,:; Repo rt of Record Commi" iunn ' , ;\m . 2 .1 , Ill93 , induele,] in Cil."
AI" Jj to,.'sR r f'OJ'f {or I lolY4, •
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tOWIl . The sta lls were built in 1776 and were disposed of at
pu blic vendu e, and new hay scales were erected near the
northeast corner of the build ing ; commencing in 1779 and
for a number of years therea fter a portion of the building
wa s used for a fire engi ne ho use. During the stay of the

,' 1"-"- 'w \I ' M....~_T>Q\ ' _\ M • • t -. 1)\, lI
::>J"",i.~ I~ ' ,\1..,." Uu u , ,,,,td 1773.

F rench troops in P rovidence in 1781 th e :\ la rket H ouse
was appropriated for their use (page 130 ), and aft er their
departure it was refitted and its surroundi ngs were im
proved by the planting o f tree s. T he town clerk's office
was established in the build ing in 1793 and when Provi 
dence was incorporated as a city in 18.3 2 it became the Cirr
H all . A th ird storywas added in 1797 by St. J ohn's Lodge
of M asons in which the first masonic ha ll in Rhode Island
was instal led. " The building has undergone various altera 
tions since that time.

U Katharin e A, Milan , T Ilt' St",.,\' fff thr Ofd ,UJdut I/o/u r ( Pr ovi
donee, 1')211), ,\ bronze table t on IIJJ :'\l arkd Huilcl inK records t h"
masonic data.



rH RH ODE ISL\:"ll HISTORY

T he outstanding architectural work of the prc-Revol u
tion ary pe riod was the Fi rst Bap tist M eeti ng H ouse. T he
Charitable Baptist Society, having outgrown its church
erected in 172 6 ," acq uired in 177-1- the lots of J ohn A ngell
and Amaziah Waterman, extending from King ( North
.\ Ia in ) Street to Benefit Street and bounded on the north
by a 3D-foo t gang wa y known as Angell 's Lane ( T ho mas
Street ) and on the south bv Waterman's La ne ( W ate rman
Street I." j oseph Brown, ) onathan H am mond and Com 
fort Wheaton were com missio ned "to mak e a Draught of
a H ouse," a project in which .\I r. Brown took the lead.
The cost of the building was finan ced by a lottery an d
j ohn Brown, bro the r of j oseph, was in cha rge of construe
tion ." Ground was broken for the found at ions j une J ,
17i4-, and the first service was held in the meeting house:

:'Io la y 28, 1775,

The plan is sq uare, in Xc w England meeting house tra 
d it ion , 80 by 80 feet, with doors on all fou r sides and a
projecting vestibule on the fr ont. " Above the vesti bule a
stee ple rises 185 feet abo ve the ground, th e design uf which
was adapted from a d rawing taken from James Gibbs'
Book of .Irchitrvtnrr publi shed in London, 172 8. T he
main auditorium, reached by a double stairway from the
vestibule, has a ce ntra l 1l:J.\ 'C and two side ais les, Above
the aisles an: ga lle ries suppo rted by Ionic columns. T he
nan is cove red hy an elliptical barrel vault , and the ga l
leries by grcincd vaults. The seating capaci ty is 14-00 , large
eno ugh to accommodate more than one quarter of the town's
population at the time of its erection. I n view of the fact
that th e me eting house was erected "for the publick W or
ship of Almighty G O D; and al so fur holding Commence-

II Sec r~ /i:e I 14 , chapter II I, O ct. , ' .. 3.

It I'mf .;JNlf"t IJrr d n"oJ" XIX. U O, 25i, XX, IIlIl, 391. T h.: pur
chases in 17 i .. ,li,ln"l in(luJe .llut of about ;(,00 S<Jll.lre fect at the corner
of King: Street and \\ · .I I ~·rnlJn 's Lane ; t his was acquired b~' the sO"icty in
I!lSi (n er d Hod · C.\1. I', 296 ) .

' ~ :"or rn .l n ~l. 1<11 .1111 , 1'1". .l /ff/illl:, 11" ,,_,<, ',I ,I" " ' i l".' l n ,If" ;" elll"'d,
( Providence, 1921) , rr- 1-2.

,., '1'11 ,- r' ·.lr winl{ i<.l lat er .IJ,lition .

'I,

'1
I
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ment in," ~ I and has ever since continued fur both purposes,
its size ha s been justified (page 118 ).

P robably the fine st of th e pre -R evolutionary dwellings
on the X cck \I. ';lS the one designed by J oseph Brown as
his own res idence, erected in 1774-, and still stand ing at
50 South M ain St reet . An a ma teur a rchitect, astrono mer
and physicist, J oseph was the second of the famous quartet
of Brown brothers. " Xicholas, th e cldc-r, had erected , in

---

~.
. ~ -~-...
~~~-

JOSI:. I' II 11110\\' 1101"1

1759, a three-story bri ck hou-c on the west side of t he
T owne street which stood unti l 1930, its site now incor
porated in the law n in front of the Providence County
Court H ouse. J oseph Brown purchased the lot a ll wh ich

n Bronson , p. (,l . Since I ii(, Brow n comrncnccmenu, with \'<:r}' fe w
exce ptions han : ken helJ in t he meet ing: hUll'<:.

~" S<:c pagc lS, chapte r 1\ ', " p ril, '·H . It isu siKnilica llt f,lct tha t all
five of joseph Brown's known architcctu rul t\(J rb ar c ,lil l ~unJ ill g,

namc !v, L'nivc rsitv Hall ( I iiO ), lhe \ I.lrkel H ouse (I ii.1) , the F in!
Bapt i;t \Iecting I lou!IC ( l i i4) , the J<N'ph B mW l\ house ( 177" ), md
rbe J uh n Brown house (I ill(, ),



KI!ODE I ~ I ~ \ :" D HIST O KY

was then stan di ng the Field Garrison H ouse" wh ich he
dem olished before erecting his own, Built of brick, thr.ee
and a ha lf stories includ ing a brownstone basement , Ib
d istinguish ing features arc a curved pc~iment ~ l~d a wood
cor nice enriched with consoles and dentil s. O riginally the
main entrance ( now rep laced by a window ) was located in
the center of the main sto rv above the ba-eme nr and wa
reached by a double Right o'f stone ste ps ( page 125 ), The
stairway. mantel s, and other de tails of inside fi nish arc ve rj
elaborate , From J80 I to 1929 it was the home of the
Providence Bank (established 1791 ) and it i-, 1I0W owned
and occupied by the Counting H ouse Corporati on.

During the years immediately precedin g the Revolution
thoughtsof nat ionnllibertyand means for its attai nment took
precedence over local matters in the minds of the colonists.
T he "fi rst over t act of vio lence offered to the British author
ities in America" occurred in Xewport, J uly 19, 1769,
when his majesty 's ship Libert-y was burned. " The people:
of P rovidence manifested their resistance to the cro wn
three rears lat er by burning the British revenue schoone r
Gospu where she had run aground off X arnquir Point on
the west shore of Narragansett bay. The group who ac
complished that act assembled in the evening of J une 9,
1772, at a d well ing on W ater Street (South M ain, north 
east corner of P lanet ) where J ames Sabin kept a house of
board and entertainment for gentlemen. Colonel Ephraim
Bowen de scribed the events of the evening, as follows :
•,About 9 o'clock I took my father 's gun and my powder
horn and bu llets, and wen t to M r. Sabin's, and found the
southeast room" ful l of peop le, whe re I load ed my g un,
and all re mained there till about 10 o'clock, some casting
bul lets in the kitchen, and others making arrange ments for
depa rture, when orders were given to cross t he street to

"3 Uf.. of lI()fd .mJ , p, 23; sec also l',l~e 32. chapter I , j au., ' ·0.

~ . Samuel Green e Arnold, H i, f (,r \' r>f rh.. SI,If" r>f RhoJ.. l i l.mJ all,!
Pmt'iJ..,uf' f'/4!/1.ll i'Jm (New York: Ill ;'}), her eaft er Arn old , II. 2'Ji.

2 ,' w hen the house 'us rued in I~9 I the mum wa~ m"l'ed an.j ,l lt Jchcd
I" the T alhot housc· at 20 9 \\' illiJIlIS Street.
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Fenner 's wharf and embark . . ." :" The g roup, und er com
mand of Captain Abraham Whipple, thereuron set off in
boats provided by J ohn Brown and accompl ished the pa
triotic mission. In commemorat ion of th e event th e name
Namquit Point later was changed [0 Gaspee Point .

In M av of the followin g year two former governors,
Ste phen H opkins and Samuel W ard , were elect ed d elegates
to the Continental Congress, British tea was burned near
the M arket H ouse, M arch 2, J775 .u A mi lita ry company,
known as the U nited Company of the T rain of Artillery,
was established in Providence Ap ril 22d of that year, three
davs afte r the battle of Le xington . Other events of the
vear included the capture of the tender of the Brit ish frigate
Rose bv the armed sloop Kory, chartered by the Colony
from j ohn Brown and com manded by Cal?tain Whipple
who had, by that act, the d istinction of firing the first
authorized naval shot of the Revolut ion; " the Colonial
appoin tment of Nathanael Greene as Brigadier Genera~ of
the Arrnv of Observation , and the Congressional appOInt
ment o( Esck H opkins as Commander-in-Chief of the
American X avy. On M ay ..., J776, the General Assembly
met in the Colonv H ouse at Providence and formally re
nounced its allegiance to Great Britain. The Declaration of
Independence was ado pted by the C~)fltine~ltal <':ongress at
P hiladel phia July -tth and, upon Its rat ification by the
General Assembly two weeks later, the Colony of R hode
Island became the State of Rhod e Island and the Colony
H ouse was known thenceforth as the State H ouse.

Preparations for war had been under way since t he batt le
of Lexington , cannon were cast at H ope Furnace in Scit
uate j 'u guns, muskets, swords and gunpowder were manu

~ 6 Arn old, 11 , 31 2.

ZT . \ tablet un the ~hrkel lI ou,e recor ds the el'enL

"" Georg e L. ~Ii ll er. "john Brown's Kuy," R, I. lf i>rory. II , i ; .
"~ Hop" Fu rnace, cstal,l isl\l:.i br Daniel \\":,ldu ill 1i ,1; ncar th e falls

of Pawtuxcr rive r in th e pre>cnl village of 110l'e in Scituate, was own ed
during the Kevolutiun h~' John Brown and m hc rs. T he ore! were carted
[rom bcd, in Cranston and C um bcrh nJ by ox te ,I1I1s to the furnace
(Field, 111 , 331 , ,17 1) .
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fuctured in the environs of P rovidence ; ship yards were
bus}" building wa rships among which were the Providencr
and W ar,..." , bunched in Providence in :'\b y. 1776 ;' 0 and
troops were being recruited th roughout Rhod e Island .
:'\Icanwhilc, a number of P rovidence merchants were en 
gaged in privarecring and brought rich prizes to their
home port .U

I n December, 1776, a British fleer entered Rhude b land
waters, closed Narraga nsett bay to shipping, and landed
tTOUPS who proceeded to occupy Xcwport . :\Jany citizens
of that town fled to P rovidence whe re the opport unity was
taken to repay the hospi tality extended to its own people
by :\'CWpOTt one hundred years earlier in the Ind ian war. "
Exercises at the cuilege wen: suspended , the Col lege Edifi ce
(Universi ty I lall ) was app ropriated 3.S 3. barracks and bos
pita l for troops," and the Brick School house" was converted
into an arsenal for stori ng ammuni tion. Beacons were erected
on P rospect Hi ll," near the present corner uf Prospect and
~l eet i l1g streets, and on the W eybo -set Side near the corner
of Beacon and Point st reets , to ala rm the inhabitants in case
of an enemy's approach. Furtiticaticns were built and bat
teries establ ished at Fox H ill," Robin II ill,37 Fie ld 's

3" \\·ckoniCArnolJ Gr"" lw, T 111" Prot·iJOlu PI.mf.ll ;',1I! [Providcncc,
11186) , he rea fte r Prot·idol.-,. 1'I.m fJf i'" u, r. 6 1.

U Liie (,J 1I'".4.·Lm.J, r. 112.
s~ H oward \ \ ". Preston , T lu HJlr/,. ',J Rhrdt' / sI" .jJ ( I'm, iJ ':IKC.

19 211 ) , p. 10. Sec ;1"0 p;lgc H , chapte r I. jan., 'H.

3' Hron" lI1 , r- (,7. s ec ;IJ"" P;lKc " II , dl;l p t~ r 1\., April. '4 ...

"' Sec p.'jo(c 4 5. chapte r I'·. .\ pri!, ' H .
.:. EJw;1rJ ~' idJ , Rl'f·" !lt l itm .M·:-' /J" JOIUI ;'1 Rll tJJt' I IJ.mJ ( I'm, idcncc,

1~96), p. "J. ..\ beacon had becn erected on the same .''llr in H,o - ;IS J
" uninl': 3j{J in, r 3n JU"cl: by Ind i3n•.

.~ I bjd , p. 4 ~ . ".., 3150 mJp opposite pJgc 26, chapter I, j Jn., '4.;.
r hc Ion WJS later H'l'bn·j to~ J resort known ;IS Fox H ill O~rntorr

which WJ' t,·mo,"cd. t"I('lhn with Ihc hill, ~boul 11l 7h.
3; 1;';.1, 1'. ill, J{obil1 If ill, nuw hrgcly ublitcrJlnl, WJ" lOCJI.:d;1 shor t

,Ii, tancc ''''',,1 from the shore of I're 'l-i,lene.: ri' -n b~lwe.:n S,I>.o;.lfrJ; Po int
;lnd Fid d ', P" int. .\ n1unie ip;l1 qua~' w;llI W ;I" cr'-I:t cd ;llong Iht: harbor
line. 19 12- 14. T h.· f"rl "' Jl "" thc lit" of lhc r rcloCnt SCWJ jo(C Ji'f"O"'l
pbnl.

IN

l 'oin r," Prospect Il ill , ". Fort Hil l," and on a tract of high
land, bounded by the prescnt Broad, Foster, Chestnut and
Fri endship ... trcets, named Fort Sullivan, " and redoubts
were con-rrucred on Ferry LlIIe ( Angel l Street }."

Although the commerce of Providence was crippled by
the blockade of Xarraganserr bar. its farm s uncultivated
for lack of mcu, and man)· of its peop le desti tute , the town
escaped CIK·my occupation. Xewp or t, on t he other hand ,
was in enemy hands fur nea rly three years and before the
British had evacuated in Oct ober, 1779. many uf its house ...
had been dc~trop.:d and its prosperity crushed.

On AlIgu ...t 2, 1778, a few months after the signing of the
French trea ty of alliance, the M arq uis de Lafayett e visited
Providence." Two rea~ later F rench troops under com
mand of the Com tc de Rochambc au arrived in Rhod e
bland and un J une 25th appropriated the College Edifice
which had been evacuated by Federal troops." Rochambeau

" ' l uiJ , r. (,2. T hil fon,bt.:r lnown ;l' Fun InJ q ,,-,nJ cnec, ,t "oJ on
;I hiKh blulf of the southerl.l- pJrt of Robin II ill, Jt thc W"51 cnJ of the
presl'nl (-;w rKi.l Avenue. " J{3mpJfl>" were erec ted 1'}3 l _.11l , intended
to rcpre,;r'1H the fort . 'The municipal qUJy dec k was cxtcnJ .:J southerly,
19 39-4-2. JnJ shool UeJI were tillcd on .....h ich lhc ~ hipY;l r d of the Rhccm
\hnufJetut ing Co. ( ~ t c r WJhh- K.ailoCr Co., Inc.) .....;1$ established for the
buiJdingof H'ucls for U.lC in Wo rld \ \ ·u II. In 19 42 the "ramparts" were
demolished JnJ tho: hill I",do:d to procjdc an extension al tho: ~hirprd.

·· 'hil, p. ;' J. T hc fon itieal iolll were on the brow of the hilt, sur
rounJi ng the beJcon, endo.;injo( In areJ boun.kJ ar pw lilllatd y to,. I' ros
peet, ;I,feetinK, CongJon .Ind BOIven streets.

tn lViJ, p. 76. T he hill, r isinj': from H og I'en Point at the entrance
:0 ~el"nk ril-cr , wu J par t of Rchot..>th. :\ f u$,)ehu~dt s, at the t ime of
·h,· R.:\"olut ion.

II l /'iJ , p. i i . :\;lrncd for Genc!.ll John ~ut1inn who ~JminiltcreJ

the militarv Jtf JiTi of the .U to: in 1 77~ . T he ("n itin l imu were removed
in 171l~ when pJrt of the hilt W.lS Jug aWJ>- anJ rhe nuteriJ! used to fill
thl' luw l113 rshlanJ '11ong the r il'ct at iu ba~ .

"II,;,!,!, . 6 7.

' -l l1owuJ \L I' rc>l' IIl, ·' 1..IfJHttc ', \· i~ i 1< IU J{ ho.k I,LIIlJ ," R. 1. /1 .
S. C., XIX. 3. .

to Bron iOn, p. ;"1.
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( page 125) , j oseph Nightingale, j oseph Russel l, Benj amin
Cushing, and other citizens." In the fall of 1782 the
French troops, on the ir return march, camped on a pla in

". H mn rd \ \ ' , Preston , "Roc barnheau ,lnd the French T roops'"
R 1./1 , S. C., X\ ·Il , 1.

,'" IMJ. PI" 12-1 .1. J ose ph Nighl ingak resided nca r thc presenl street
railway tunnel por tal on Xonh Main Street before erecting hi, house on
Hend !1 Street in 179 1. Benj 'lln in Cushing"s house WJ~ huilt on Xonh
~h i n Slrect .1hout 17J I In,1 was moved to the rea r of .111 ~,m h Court
Street abou t 11160 where it still stands. The Russell house 31 I l ll :\on h
~h i n Street has been reviewed on page ~O. chapter 1\'. April ..... ..

was in Providence that sum mer as guest of Deputy Gov
ernor j nbez Bowen at his home on the T own Parade
(page 122) and General W ashington was a visito r at the
same house in M arch, 1781, and was ente rtained also at
the State H ouse. In j une, 178 1, the F rench army spent
several days in Providence on its way to join W ashingt on's
army at Yorktown, camped on a plain near the present
H ar ward Park ( Plain Street takes its name), and used the
:\Ja rket H ouse for the storage of baggage." Rccbambcau
again visited Governor Bowen and his aides were guests at
the homes of Xicholas Brown (page 125) , j oseph Hrown

T HE DEn:J.OI'" ,E:\T or T il E :\ ECK JJI

north of the p resent Rccham bcnu Avenue between North
:\Jain and H ope stree ts.n Before making his ad ieus
Rocbambeau gave " a "cry splendid ball at H acker's H all
to the ladies and ge ntlemen of the town." H ostilities with
Great Britain were discontinued j anuary 20, 1783 and the
treaty of peace was signed in Paris Sep tember 3d . General
Washingt on was elected President of the United States
:\ Jay 25, 1787, the Constitution of the United States was
signed the fol lowing Sep tember 27th, and was approved
hy the Rhode Island General Assembly M ay 29, 1790.

Little building activity developed in the town d uring the
years of the Revolution; w~th the retu rn of peace and pros
pentr , however , construcnon work was resumed and in
creased in volume in the closing rears of the century. In
1782,.shortIy before the cessation of hostil ities, j ohn H oyle
established a taver n at the j unction of the Plainfield and
Cranston roads." It was the earlies t public house on the
West Side and was frequen ted by d rove rs and farmers as
well as by " jovial part!f."S of young mcn and women [who
had to go I far around III the countrv in thei r excursions to
\I,~nd up in a dance and a good ti~c."·'" In 178.;. H enry
RIce opened the Golde n Ball Inn ( page IJD) on Benefit
St,reet nea r the State H ouse, a large four-story build ing
~lt h. a .dou~1t: balcony extending along the fro nt. Among
Its distinguished g uests were the M arquis de Lafayette in

oT /bU. p. 19 . Rochambeac Avenue, or~in~llr hid OUI in 16 11 5 (p~ge

116, chapter II . J u1r . ''''J) .1nd known succeSlin.I~' ~, H earnd en's L.1ne,
Harrington's Lane In,l Xon h Street ......~s re-named in honu r of rhe count
about 1890. In 17CJI H orse Pasture Lane w.1. constructed from H earn
.j~~ ·s Lane 10 D Ine}' Street lnd " '.1 , bier named Camp Street in recog 
111110n of the French encampment.•\ monument 10 the French armv WlS

erected .1! the comer of Summi t ..t veuce and Hrcwstcr Slrnl in '1907
h,'· the Rhode Island Sociely. S"ns of the , \ meric.1n Revolution.

1" Prot"i Jo lU' G ,r::.rff( , :\'0\'. 2:;:. 1711 2 ; s...e also p.1ge .lll, chapter 1\' ,
.\pri!, ·H.

". Sec p,lge 'H . ChJ~HCr II. J u1r . •... .1. ' I'hc intersection, known for
:It.tnr ~' ea r' ,1S Il o~1c Square, is 110 w idcntiticd .IS Canonicu, Square. Hoyle
Fnvcrn was n·p laced hy lhe Ci !i/.en', Savings Ib nk in 19 21 .

:'" Richard :\1. H,'yk " lI i" ',r,\' ',I 1'" " ,U o n'" C",,,,,.I' (:\e\\ York,
Illq l ). ], 307.
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1784-, "Jr~. J ohn Adams ill 1789, and Pre-id em \\"a:-hing 
ton and Secretary of State T homa" j efferson in 1790.

• 1 kII/ S .C", X IX, II, 13 ; R , I , I/i!l r.-r\' , I, 99. I n lat er \ CH 5 th e
builJinll' " ;1..< "nh rgeJ ~nJ altereJ and its N.lconit"S were removed. It was
l nown , lurccs..'i'"ch', ~l DJ}f/l'Cn'l Tsvcm, ROj!cr \" i lli Jm~ H Old , G Job.,
Tavern. ani ri.nJl(," ' IJmion H ou..:. Jn d \\J~ .:kmoli~hcJ in 1'l~I .

f 1'0 br a m f i ll ll ..d}

Materinl Desired

Thomas j efferson

A~ mall}"members (If th e Rhode Island H istorica l S ociety
know, work has al ready begun, under the sponso rship of
Princeton University, on a d efiniti ve ed ition of th e writing
and correspondence of T homa !'> j efferson. julian P. Boyd,
Librarian of P rinceto n Uuivcr-ity, has explained that th e
ed ition, of approximately 50 vol urnes, is pla nned to include
all let ters, mem oranda, account bocks, commonplace boob.
legal opinions, add resses , and miscel laneous paper~ ,){
j cflcrson, together with his public and other writings . I!
wil l also include li:-ting :-, -ummarie-, or full printings of
lett ers / 0 j efferson.

~ ll:mhers of the Societ y arc requested to send to ~I r.

Bovd anv infor mat ion rhcv ma v have abour archival Of

man uscrip t collections containing j efferson docu men ts or
items of jeffel'oll inrer-e-r, particularly tho-c owned
priva relv.

Cah lc Cars
T he Rhode Island H istorica l Society wi:-he:- tu acquire

for its collection photographs of th e origi na l cable tramway
cars which operated in P rovidence in the earl y 1 8 9 f)' ~ ,

M embe rs having such ph otograph s in th eir pos-cssion an"
requested (0 communicuc wit h the Societv. W ,I : .R .

" RARl: T"".: 0 ." \\ " I~ I>mK ( -IUI K, W H It E~ rK.: M U"Y 1.o",; I• •.cs. IT w,,~

e ve s l:SFI) BY Til . : 0 11" " " 1,'1" 0 .' T IlF ~'IRST II.\ I' TI H M n:Tl'<r. nOU~E .

sow 1'< T II F " ' '''' ':''1 '''' nl' nn: <I,,(-' I ~ .·f\" ,
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GALATEA l lef t) and .\L-\\, FLOWE R

,u'fi"X i" f~,i. firu ",';' ~f f~e li~lh Ih~It'~I' CD~f~,l '0' th.· .-1.,..,,;<,,','
'''~ , i~ Ilu /,{ " " . " " DJ x,'-" r . , k H ",bar . Se~tn~b<l 7th, 1886. F 'M~

" ~<~ A.",,'i~ : j,-" If" . G. WOD,I, ",Iter " ~h "l. :,,,~h h S. I•. Sl,M>;~,.

From the Log of Frederick Grinnell's
Schooner L ydia'

America's Cu p Races betw een ,1lIlYftO':J.:t!J'

and Gotarea, Septe mber, 1886.

~E I )TE" I R E K 7T H, 1!H1 6 Stapleton, /Swell Islandv X. Y.I
T his day l~gins with J. light air From the S,F.. and foggy weather,

a n~ry poor [out llook for the Fly er s, but as the day advanced it began
to dear up, JnJ when the sun began to Shine it W3S feH fully warm. AI
about 10 .\m. the Yachts began [0 make Sail, and soon after the Bay was
Jl1 aglow w ith white Sails and anxious faces, \VC got our anc hor and
~gan beating down through (he Narrows with a light breeze from the
~.S. \\'. still watching the I WO big sloops maneuvering for a position to

start . At about II Am. we had a fine healing breeze from the South,
and some of the Ehht ide with us. H aving got some distance below the
Starting point, all Eyes in eager search for the coming battle, when some
one cries OUI " Here they come," and sure enough they were both on the
Starboard tad making their way down for the Narr ows at a rapid pace,
the .l/J)'j/oru r h:n'ing the lead and rontinuing 10 01'1.:11 the gap as i he
two Boats beat down for Sandy H ook. T h1.: wind not being very strong
gll'C us a tine view of them as they p1ssed us bye. which was off G r11'csend
Bay. Since the tide made ahead and the wind dead ahead to buoy 8~

they both were going \"('r~' fast. Still the M<J~, fttr.t·er gaine d rapidly on
her ant.lgonisl and when utf Sandy H oo k Buoy the i' I<J}'ft')~"' .. was a good
mile ahead . After leaving the H ook abou t two miles the wind had a
little freak in h~uling 300ut a point more on the western board, gi\'ing
the C;J1,lUJ some advantage, hut seemed to be of no usc to her, as the
" HOSlOn I'el" kept leaving her. Xcir hcr boat being .1ble to fetch the
lighl Ship with in :JIl to a mile when the .UJ},/IIj~cu tacked ship an d made
for the lightship it was a foregone conclusio n that for this Race the
,t ldYflor", r WaS a certain sure, ,UJ)'j/Ot"" .. passing the outer mark at
.1:.14 I'm. ami the G,uJ/(J 3:·H·, and when in the home stre tch Ih" HUSlOn
Boat scorned to J ust walk away from her antagonis t as much as to SlY
good by", till we meet again, passing over the inner line at the finish 12
minutes and 2 seconds corrected time ahead of her opponent, Ih" G raceful
beauty in whose care we believe the C up is safe.

• [, t lJ <U f,om th,ee joutn ah of ,he 1.)''/;'', 18 S6-8i-8 S. kept h,. Capl. J. II. Smith,
Sail j", ~h,tcr, .md ple'en ted by ~l l. Ru" ell (' ri" ne ll . T he J.}',{i" .... . . a "ho"n«
yacht, built ,n 188 1, '''ea,uli"It SU' {~ ".,.,,11, and {{. 6" On l hc w.ltC/l'ne. II ,·,
f>ram "" 16' O~, .,,,d .he h.d., d"fl"f { ' 'I" .... jthnut the «"tecb".ml.

III



SErTF. ~ I RER 9TH 1l!l!6 Stapleton

\ \'c follo..... ed the yachu out r~'t the Rom..r about (our mikos, then
turned back, hning ample lime to witness the finish, wh ich wn to us J

gloriou sl!ght Jnd we could join in with full accord in m:l.king one of the
most unearlhl~' noi~:s that was ever heard, the G J1..U<1 ha\-inji\: a Simi lar
S.t]UIC bUI more hint-poor Boys we ri l~' vou , but we arc GbJ ~·ou H e
bea ten.

After the fin ish of th ~· Race \H' ran up th rough the Xarrows Jnd came
10 an ch or n Supll'lOn JI JboUI :;:1; Pm. h;lxing had J \'<:r:'"' tine J.ay
throughout . On th il Jay our puty consiHcJ of the follow ing pefilms:

.\I r. .and \I rs. FrcJ crid Grinnell

.\Ir. RoIJnJ :\ nthon)' of S ew 'forl , .tnd

.\hm~r RU5iO:1I Grinnell

who were .til h ighl.,' plc<ucJ wit h the gund Ml CC ,,-'S6 of Ihc J/.:))imur.
Lauer pJTI fresh ~.~.E. thick weather, !O ends.

T his ,11,. as some others, carne in calm Jnd re allv hot . ~ured the
.Ieck with SJnd. then hoi. led the !'Ji ls 10 d ry. Got ",'new lupp ly of Coal
.m d then rro,· i ~ ioneJ up. Took in Icc &c. rcadv to ~o down JnJ witness
ano the r lriJ I of th" two l>ig !'inll" le ~ t ich· rt, th ..~· f",Jlh bei ng un abl .. 10
finish in the requ ired time ~-t·s,e r.1J~·..\ t about l\ :31l Am OJ W the Gal"te.1
corning up in 10 " of T UR with her ,,,w,,r ing Cl ul>tof'l il set. but t her e
WJS nOI .I l>reJth of ai r stirr ing and JS she shot p",st u. \l"r~ g race ful in
.ippe",r",nc" we Ielr J linl" "m)" for her in hci ng Id l 1Il1 Iar behi nd. \\' ith
the iro n rU,1 srreskc d JUI\n hcr siJ\"S remindcd on e of the hard !'l ru~le

she hJ , hJJ with her 0pron"nt. like some huJ "orling man with rhe
~we"' l on his brow ",II ,ire,! OUI and come home for J r\"SI , then try <lgJin
with pe rhJp!' no !'><:lter sucee!lS. .-\bout 10 Am 'Ir and ' I r, G rinnelltt. lk
the Steamer for X cw Yur k C ity 10 vieir fr iends .inJ ffiJle some pu rchases.
I'm wen t ashore with 'h,l <: r RU>li<:1l to do som" ' hrl"t in,ll:. At abou t
.! I' m there car ne in .i l i ~ h t breeze from Ihe :' .\\'. ' ·cry n ne Clear
weather, continuing .... until the J.I~. enJed . .\1 .1000 1 (, I'm the Yacht
II Jrbi" gr,- carne in frum SuplelOn, luffinR 100 ncar us Jn J in doing 10

jl:..t doul o~ ou r Ro".pri t, bUI S<Km cleueJ .ind Jnn<: no dJlIlJge.

"6 RHOD E ISL\:\D HI ST OR Y 1.0('; O F v.vcur t.vou
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Begins wilh light air from Ihe ;';on h .inJ thick wesrher. .-\ 1 ; : ~O Am.
"e gOi underwa~ ' for the Horseshoe back of S.lnJy Hook, Beginning JI
th.u time 10 drizzle. R.iin anJ moJerJle ;';.E. wind, u w<: dr ew pasl th e
Xarrc w.. Ihe wind "15 more fr<:.h JnJ about EJSI. i hun ing in Ihid with
fog Jnd Rain. \\'e ran down .lnd into the Horseshoe• .a rri\· ing at ..bout
8 Am. .inJ bore 10 for bre>kh,t, then lool .I few turn s around thc
D JUfI(w lJ, }{.wMIII(<'r , PriJr;IJ.1, 8 ,J'II>;'I. J / ,.r.1·iJ ,· and ot h<: r Yachts.
and .it about ten .\ m. SJW Ihe Rig Sloop .lnJ Culter ·Iowi ng J "wn for the
H ool . wind , t rong from the E,m wilh R~ i n JnJ fo~. Furk J our G Jf
tOps.iil 'nd nooJ OUt p.lst Ihe H....k JnJ tht·n bq~Jn to kJt to ,,-indwud.
,\ 1 II :30 we were ><Jllle Jisunce !'><:~·OIlJ Ihe ScotbnJ Lig hlship when
Ihe '·.ichts Cros.scd the line JI I I :30 .\ m......ilh ;I fine l>c~l in~ l>reeze from
the ·F."t. T he .11.1." PQfl.·" ,..on t....k the lead. JnJ continued to open J
wide gJp bel ween h<:rsdf JnJ her anu~onist. roundin~ Ih<: oUfer lIIuk
.It ~ the GJloit,..1 nOI king in siKhl 31 Ihis time. T he win,l h~J neJrl~

died out ..nd Shul in thick fug. We slu.Id Jbemt ; or six miks 5.S.E.
from S.1.nJ~·hook I. ig htship, lh"n hove Joou t .In," rJn in to the :"onh of
the l. i ghl!h ip ,I~' i nK olf Jnd on for the Yachls n'turn, hut lhe wind be in,f
so light an d the fog shut in we ran {or and pa,sed. the 1I0o k, tht'n ran up
to Bayr itlge. ,\ nchoring .II ,tf",)ul i :.lO I'm ha,·ing hJJ a 't·r} \\'d dJ:
of ii , Jlth oug h latt er pMI lighl L lStnly win,! ,lnJ I\nc R.lin . ~o ends.
T he win,j heinR $0 lighl we fear tbe Y.l( hts will not li n ish wilhin tht'
prescr ibe,! lime 10 be c,tllcd J RJcc. \ \'<: an· \"t' ry sorry for the fog ~nd

lig ht wind . .-\t Jb<llll 12 midnighl the ReJut iful V.te- ht .UJY,liofNr
Anl·hored '·ny neJt us JI IbyriJ gt·, hK>king as oSJuc,'· .IS <;\"t'r, h~"ing

beJtcn ha Riv,tl ou t of sight . not knowing whither she hJS gone.

:,EI'TE:'tIHER 11TH 111 11 (,

Begin.s wirh lighl :\ .\\'. wind .inJ 'lIIok~' wcarhcr, .\1 about l.i .\m we
nllcd ",n' for ~JnJ ,· hook wh h J nne breeze from the " ..:\ .\\ ' . \\'e un
-1own t h<:' RJy. le",:ing lht· Rr-mr r nn our I'url . _h we ,fuJu.lIl.,· drew
.Iown 10wnJ the II 'M,l JnJ about .ibreJlt of the H""".,-. we looked Jste rn
and there SJ W the .l I J.\" ," 'F:N r c...ming in Iuw .. f .I T u,f, ~nd " 'e>l of her
"-e s,l W the GJ1,JU .1 nuling h<:r ,\>.,. .1..",n in I"", of .I T ujZ. l iJ ,-ing .l
,trong :\".\\'. brcez~' ~f IhJI time we lIl.lI\.l,fed III ru n down P>' 1 Ihe ~.. t
b n,i L igh lship , hJl'ing .In .lhun,b nce of l ime In ~p.iTe before th" rlyers
lIlade J Start which WJ ' al I I :22 at wh ich time the winJ hJJ d ied out §t.TIte.
r he .lI.J\·p" rN r look the LeJJ anJ Sf. 1Il l>e,lt.in 10 Ie.i' -e her oppone nl JnJ

continue',! to widen th\· gJp Ix'l"een her self .ind the GJl.1U'.J and when
the beau liful .U.J.'".rI,,~,·,r pJst the oUler nurl. whi ch W.1S .It I I I'm
,he h,lJ g,lined on Ihe (;.J"U' .I ot'er I I. Then CJllIe the beat tn wind 
ward whcre lh" RustoniJn wuld show her speeJ . \\'ell, shc j u, t w.llked
.1WW frolll the G.UJt.-J in ;\ wav that WJS ,food", I'M,l .It. H er frien,!>.:I1l
forc·.>.., ke her (G,JI.Jt,..J) and sh\' W,lS lefl to tinish her p,lTt of thc Race
.Ilone. Poor old C;.,l,IU',I, rou h'I,Il>etter nOl now so loud next tillle when
.n >u come ",·cr lht, thre~ thull,and mile s or waler j mt to [,",11 .1 little
" Yankee Fiver".

W hile \\ ~ hm'ered ,lruun,1 lhe ~ol1.I1lJ LiKhtsh ip we could not hell'
'peculaling OIl lhe ft'!ul t of the rJ,·e hel\\"Cen the two Bo;1lS, and therefore
mad" SOllie m>rh in tbe war of the d i tf eren ce ill t ime of corning in
het we<'ll the Boats, hUI in .111 ~ur sl'ecll1alion we wete Jhogethcr olf, alld
while in lhe specubtinK m'M...I we were .t roll~ .1 h~·;l crr from our j':agle
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E~·cJ j oe , "1'1o t.ln~ OUI "Here rhey rome", we took our G 1.lSll J.nJ LllI-I
in the far uli distance two brgc Y.achu Standing in for the Xew Jersc~'

.hOTe ....ell heeled over .an.! going <It ,1 fJ.piJ pace. As we scanned the
ho rizon it w.as decided without ... doubt tn;ll the J/.1)·ft rm :t r wn [ar in
the le..J. T he wind at this ti me be.-ing quite light we b<ogJ.n 10 entertain
fears Iha t our fJ,,'orile would nut make the finish inside the specified rime
Jo nd Small 1x'1S hc:gan to be numO: TuUt aboard our li ttl e ship..-\1 th e
.'f.l.\' jfOtc't'r \\ ;1. 1 coming directly for us she seemed to come vcrr slow.
O UTheart s hi rly leap ed with hup e t hat th er e would be a little mor e wind .
O ne MrS "Only Iwenty minutes left " . " Yes, I know" say. anoth er, "She
will make it, here she comes ; by j on ; , she has it" , H ere she comes like
~ frig hteneJ Deer, .m J over th e line she go,:s at a good 6 m ile fate, Three
cheers for the Yankee Boat, Loo k astern and not leSl rhan three m ile.
a\\.1.'- comes Ihe on ce dreaded Engli sh j-ach t G .JoJIU , and wha l is th is
deafen ing "lUnd we hear, whistles, G ongs, G uns. an J Such C heering
man never heard before, T he victory' won, the C up r('main5 with over
half an hour to Spare, anJ rhe beautiful Yacht .1IJyjVm'o' seuds out
through an enormous tlmilla of all nJ'],,:• and kinds of Stea m and Sail
n:ssch, an.I it $<>on ta ken in tow bound to BaJ' Ridge, T he wind being
"cry light .lInJ from th e :\.\ \ ' , we took .lI tow from <I T ug hound th rough
IId l G ate, In go ing up we stoppcJ <It 8 a)' R idge for a despa rch ; while
th ere ,lnJ ncar rhe .1/J )".tl'?ur the C ,J/Jlu pa~d, In doing so she ga ve
rh ree hcartv cheers for the vic tors, wh ich was dulv returned to th c Plu cks
GJloJlrJ. '{'hus elJ,:1s olll: of the G reatclt Yacht Race. ever Saibl in Ihi ;.
our belove d Cuuntr,. . After gctt ing J de spatch we towed on up through
the G ate and ..t nchored EJs! of Riker's lsland ar about 1(J:30 I'm being
calm and H'r~' tim' , Th us end s a \'e rr eventful day : ka \'ing our main sail
up an, 1 wit h ch eerf ul heart we ret ire from th e deck. E nJ s Sc,

.Hdy ftW...-er won the first race hy 12 minute- , .1 -ccond-,
corrected time, having allowed Gilldlea 38 seconds. T he
-econd contes t was declared no ran: when both vachts fai led
to rini-h within the time limit, .\l"yjlQ':.i:er h~)k the serie!'
br winning the third race ill 29 minute"l 9 ~eCllnds. CIIrrcctt-d
timt' , GiI/illt"1l h:td .N ~e(()l1lh :i1ll)w:J.l1 ce.

An Unpublished Letter

of Roger Williams

by B RA D F O RD F. S WAS

In the collection of 17th Century Rhode Island man u
scripts given to the Rhude Island H istor ical Society earlier
this year by the lion. Freder ick S. Peck of Barringt on
there is an undated letter from Roger Wil liams to the
Town of Providence which ap parently has not been puh 
lished.

Internal evidence seems to indicate that the letter was
written between 27 October 1660 and 14- :\larch 1661 /2 ,
and probably nearer the latter date than the former.

The letter :

I pr.ar y~ T owne to consider how yo' Rate &: La te promi>cJ Co n
trihuciun arc h" th like to com e to no use for our Agen t in Engl. $.:
therefore although ~'ou hau e not g r.a nteJ him .a Purchu c Right ret
for r~ Cred it of t' Towne let UI nut of our T houghr.a nd ; .1 11m hi m
an hund rct h acres or what you please, & where, SO)"1 he 1m,\" rccca ue
Not ice ~,l ,1" T owne of Provid ence hath in realitic don e some th ing
for h im : I( !hil be g ranted some rhinck jt will he bet te r for h im
thcn a broken rontrihucjon w"h Imayl come short to hi m . 1&1
little or nuthin/( I am inccuraged to trouble you th is $<.'(:onJ time lor
others of us who wish m" C larke &: \ .c Bu. inC$ well :

Allso I rra~' some remembrance ~f mJ' Bill for gunti ng Libertie
& EncouT.1/(em' for J" beginn ing of I'bntJ.tjon Inl We}'un kil e j t
js ).e desire of others beside rnJ' $CUe, ).1 l tol P('f sons m.a)· be- en
cnuugeJ 10 brin,l( in thej r monies when the}' S«' t here j. Something
in realitic to be peaceably enjoyed , & De:la)'cs rna)' Joe hurt.

Yo" Roger W j llj .am.
T ho : H arr is his Rill for T r.a,l"ning
T ho : Ihrr i. hill ag" ch.anging of und, &c

I" , J"onrJ" I
T o I'C'1',," ·1,.. of I' rm'idenec'

prc. l

(..i/O (J fI t 'r rJO I
\\'J.uwun unnull' del1lJ.unJ s \ ,C rncaJuw he
yonJ l'au ,I( ulch.lt cut th is ;'eare he ujth
I 'J !II' li'/I' "/ If ·i!l i .,mJ's shortJr,mJ I

'"



Wil liam s first proposed a new settl eme nt at Wavunkekc
in a letter sent to the town 27 O ctober 1660.' At a town
meeting 6 December 1661 the town had orde red its two
deputies to " gee un to t he Treasurer, .-\ nd demau nd of
him what is become of the monies which was gathered up
for :'1.1 ' J ohn Clarke; And to bri ng in Report unto t he
Towne." "

It woul d seem t hat this letter from \\'illi;lIn~, which
doc s not soun d \'ery hope ful abo ut the chances uf raising
the money for J uhn Cla rke, was wr-itten after the above
men tioned n:port had been made.

At a to wn meet ing 1+ :'I.larch 1661 / 2 it was ordered
th at " t hree men shal l he chosen by the To wne, to gee and
vc w L andes, about \\"arunke:lkc, to sec where it will be
convenient [0 place .-\ To wne, And how the T owne sha ll
he placed and in wha t manner; and to bri ng in thcirc
Report . . ,m

And, at a Quarter Court on 27 April 1662 it was urdered
"that in Case m' J ohn Cla rke sha ll Come over from Ell g
land , or shal l comend unt o us .-\ friend from England
which is in des tressc , that he, or thev sha ll Ireel v he accrue 
dated amongst u.. wit h .-\ full purchase Right of Land ,
as of gift.""

1 R, I. Co",";']! Rt((m ll, I , .1 9; S oJIToJf,.mutt Clu/' !'u Mi",u iU!IJ, \"1,
3 1 ~. \','Jyunh,l e WJ! "lhe rC!:,ion in th.' immediate ,'i("inily of the rrest:nt
\\" iun~ h i ege If ill in the town of ~milhlidd • .mJ JrrJTenlly r,'gnJeJ b~

th e cJrl~' colo nist s J" J t ract of about fuu r "'lunc miles." (H..I .II.S. Cu//e,
li(,,'II, X. 39; ,)

~ £<81,- R,ror Jl (,l lh~ TO~1'1 (;j PrfA·jJ, ,,u , III . -;. John Cbrle hAJ
be,·n in En gland IH'JrI~' 10 years, scding 10 vacate Co,l ,lin!:'trm'~ com
mission and K<: l ~ new char te r fnr the four lown! "f the col"n~'.

3 IhiJ , III , 19 .

• IUiJ . III . 22.

140 IU IODE ISI...\SD JII STOR....
Genealogical Con tr ibutions
by G. :\ ~WREWS ':\ ) ORL\R'IT, F.S.:\ .

GL"rrER \" ( GCTIRElJGE) - \,'11..L1.-\"",

" .-\nn Guttery, widow of Robert G urrerv' of Xewporr,
R. I. yeoman, formerl y reli ct of J ohn Wi lliam..., sometime
of Rhode Island mercha nt, deceased. eldest daughrcr of
.Ilion Al cock," late of Roxbury physi cian, decca..ed, and
gra nddaughter of Ann I'algravc someti me of Roxburv
deceased and relict of Richard Palgra ve formcrlv ~f
C harl estown"in :\' ew En gland deceased" for tl fl5 ~jls to
~mucl Gn:cll.lcaf of Boston , victualer, a me...... uagc together
WIt h a h~u ...e 1/1 the southerl y part of Boston "purchased
br th ~ said An,lI Palgr.l\'c of Abraham Hush}' and ;\ higail
his wife -omenme of Boston aforesaid and be queat hed to
me by ..\ nn Palgra ve hv her will dated about II Ylarch
168S fronting Ea..tt:r1r 'on the fore street leading to Ro\>
hury Ju ft. and houn ded Xorthcrly on Edmund Denn i..,
late r of Art hu r Xlnscu and now of the inheritance of the
fl.eir.:- of Capt. Benjam in Gi llam dec. and Wcsterl v and
: ut ber -lv 0 11 j o..cph Briscoe." Deed dared 22 '-\ Ug . i 7(l6.~

.-\ nn (jut~t:i-)" widow of Rebert Guttery late of Xewport
deceased gtves a power of at tornev to Urn,' brother
Xarhaniel Will iam, of Boston" to cidi\'er po~~..sion r~
Samuel G reenleaf. Dared at Bristol, 22 Aug: 1706.3

Robert Cutrery was one of the Scotch pri soners at Hrain
t~c.:c an? l.a.te.r of Block Isla nd , where hl' was ;1 prominent
C1tI7cn. I his deed sho ws that he wa s also of N ewport .

1 He i ~ listed J ~ G UlI re.lg ,· in AU,lin. ron,. 0 ;<1. nj R. I .• r . 109. T h..
IlJnH: hJS Jlso been " 'f ill en G uthr ie JnJ G Jthr ie.

~ St'!l,,/k Oa th , 101. 2 ." , f,,1. ·L!. ~{~utfoJk ReKi. tn ' "f D,'ed" B",\nn ,
" fhid.· '. '. ~

. ' Accord ing 10 .-\m li n: GU I I .-r~' rul QUI Irom :\ewpon fur B1oc l:: 'I ~jJ'nl'

III A smJ11 hu::.t J nd WJ~ ne l cr hen J [rom JgJin. <lu the town r" cOr1Uo
,how." Ren ntl .I'. \f r..\loriJ rt," in his .~JJj' ;', nl ,z"J C'-"'-~"'iI/";'IJ - I'"
.~ "I,i" '1 C,,,,,,J!f)gi,'J! /) i ,.,i ,,' /<lf .\· oj Rh" Je I J ,m J, JI r,inted in v..[ umcs
\ 1\ Jnd XX of Th", .~ "h·rir.", Cnu.d,,!:;,I , 'o:-portcd rhJl GUll en' Ilu r
ricd, on 25:10: 1656 ,tl HrJ inlr n ,. ,I' hit lUsl wife, :'IIJrgJret [ ~C1.1Il d .

Ihr tim nallle onh· WJ5 lno\\'n to ,\u'lin. :'lIT. ;,\l or i ~rn· Jlso ,ited lhe
fJel IhJI Guttery o~(e caned :\lnJndcr E nos (I nn i!) "m;' COuntn'Uljln,"
indic Jt ing IhAI he, 100, I'"a~ :" ,-ol ( h.~£J. "

'"
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J ohn Will iams' was the son of Nathaniel Williams, a
prominent Boston merchant. H e was a merchant at Roston,
S ew Shoreham, and Xcwpo rt . In 1686 he was Attorney
General of Rhode Island, I Ie died in 1687 and his will is
on file in Boston. H e was the father of Palgrave \\'illiams,
the pirate , who was quartermaster to Bellamv.

Dr. J ohn Alcock ( H arvard, 16+6) was a ' son of Dr.
George Alcock of Roxbury, and a nephew, maternal lv, of
the Rev. Th omas H ooker, the founder of H art ford: H e
was a prominent physician at Roxbury and Boston, and in
1660 was one of the principal purchasers of Block Island.

Richard Palgrave, apparently a member of the gentle
family of Palgravc of co. Norfolk, England, was one of
the first settlers of Charlestown, M ass. After his dea th his
widow returned to England and resided in Stepney Parish,
co. M iddlesex, but she later returned to Boston, where she
died as above related .

Nathaniel \\' illiams of Roston, to whom the power of
attorney was given, was a brother of J ohn Williams, fi n,t
husband of Ann Gunerv. H e was commander at the Castle
(Castle \\'ill iam in Bo~ton harbor ) when Andros was im
prisoned there.

The property in question was situated on the wesrerlv
side of Washington Street in Boston, not far from th ~
Roxbury line,

S li E F F IE LD

Bya deed dated 12 J une 1703, Capt . Xathaniel Sheffield
of Newport, cordwainer, and his wife ~Ja ry for a valuable
consideration conveyed to W illiam Chambe rla in of I lull,
weaver, a one-fifth part of the easterly end of a house in

, Although Aust in had material to show that John Wi ll i~ms Idl de
sccnda nts in Rhode I ~bnd , to wit: Ann G uner y's will, he d<.><-·s not !l"iI',
lhe g o: n ell08~' of Ihc John W iJliJms hmil~' in his D ict imw 'j·. T he omis
.iOl1 hJS been remedied by ~l r . " lori.HI}" 's uxrcllcnt anicle in T he Gene·
JltJr,i..,u ,' IJg.r..;lIt, [Eben Putnam, Boston- I ? I ~ ), vo], III , p, 4 , en
tided " JOhI1 WilliJms of Xcwpcn , :\fcrchan l , l nJ II i. Familv." Ru J er!
desiri ng further information on the farnilv will find cnn'~i,{crahle in
th.lt pl.1rc,-EJ. .

BOOK REnEW IH

H ull , M ass., "of which Will iam Chamberlain, late of }l ull
d~cease~ and father of the aforesaid :'\Jary, wife of Capt.
Nathaniel Sheffield , died seised. " I

. Capt. Xatbaniel Sheffield was a prominent citizen of
Xewport and was an Assistant and M ajor for the Island.
(d. Austin's Ge1lealof.ual Dictionary oj R.I. ) T his deed
reveals the name of his first wife which was unknown to
Austin. ( His second wife was a daughter of GO\', Wal ter
CI~rke and the widow of James Gould.)
. Fhe Chamberlains were a family of Quakers at Hull.

Some of them came to Rhode Island and are buried near
the Sheffield, in the Golden H ill Street Burying Ground
nt Xewport . .

'SuffcJl nui l, 1"01. H , Iol. 1tl2.

Rook Review
111'"TH ROP P,\ PUl> : r dum, III, 16) 1-16 ) 7.

Th~ ~1".<I<h 1U t1i,e..rical 50<;<11, ( Bo.IO... 1 ~1), I'p. 01, !, loU, fronei,.
pj~~ anJ ill er.lwD. H .

T his thirJ volume oflhe U' jnl},rot Pol!" ,., is of great interest to ;IU

dents of Rhode: IsbnJ hinor,-' ben uk: of the wealt h of origin~1 source
material wh ich it contains. ~o!~ th~n 48 of the p~pen hare never
been publ ished before. O ne of th ese, of speci.al inten-st to Rhode
IsLnJ en , is the acknowledgme nt of John a.arkt', WItJ Col. 22 ~O\' ember

161 7 , to "the .\ul[horiIJy heere so:tl ouer ,'s: we ldnowl~Jge it 10 he
of God, .anJ thn we are bound 10 be subiect rher to whi le we live under
it. . , ."

Another p.lp<:r .h0\\'1 lhal JoshlU \\' intor , the Prol'iJ cnce scnle r h.d
been l servant of William Lcmlee of Redriso: nea r London lnJ 'been
tumferreJ by hi. own con~nl 10 complete his term of sen-icc with
Govemce Juhn Winthrop, which accounts for allulions to (hi, e tlecr made
later b~' Roger Williams.

T he volume wnuins 22 !cHen from Roger Will i ~l1\:1 10 Joh n \ \'in
rhrop, one lcuer (rom ("; ,'Orge Ludlow to Roge r Williams, J le tter from
Williams to Richar-l Collicuu, and ;1 power of auorncv frum Williams 10

Collicun . Sir \ \'ilJiam "Ian in's letter 10 W inthrop i~ which an 0l'inion
of Williams is gil"Cn , is l lso in the volume , '

A prd .1Ce sl.,t,', lh;lll.he practice of prin l ing l'xn:rpt, from '\' inthrup' :I
j" "",..Jl rc ncurrvrnlv with the pap<:u hJS been ahJuJ uncJ and th"t the
....ciel.\- hopei 10l'ubJi<ha new cdi lioll of Ihe ) Qun/.J/ similarto the edition
of BradforJ \ lIiJI',yj' which il iiiued in 19 12. Let u, hope Ihis come!
to pass in Ihe ll<'n futur e. 11, S' . S.



Some Recent Accession s

From the Rhode Island T ool Co. , Will iam C. Dart ,
president, a contract between the T ur kish Government and
the old P rovid ence T ool Co . for :\lart ini H enry rifles, 1875.

F rom the author, Ruth Story Devereux Eddy, The
.-1",t'slr)' and D escendants of 101m l l eamdon of Scituete,
R.I. (Typewritten M anuscript, P rovidence, 1944 ) .

From :\I iss M arga ret H. Stillwell, three volumes of
local postcards.

F rom the author, Frank G. Bates, The " Seven an:' Ten"
L ine in Ihe Sllau.v»nel Pnrcbose, ( Bloomington, i nd iana,
19-1-1 ).

From :'\11'. William Stark Xewell, Ne-x ell Anuslry :
"Fht' Story of thr Antecedents oj William Slark Xe".u ll.
by William :'\1. Emery, privately printed.

From Charles :\, Goodwin, president of the W adsworth
Atheneum, ! lart ford, S alhalldel G reene Ilerreshod.
/ 848-/ 938, by L. Francis H crres boff ( H art ford , 19404 ).

From :'\Irs. J ohn E. M arshall, an 18S; map showing th e
proposed exchange of land. between .:\ h ssach usctf s and
Rhode Island.

From :'\ Irs. Dewolfe Clarke, through :'\ I ~. C. Oliver
Iselin, a framed print of H enry W heaton.

From M rs. D avid Brant, genealogical material and
ancestral charts of the Green and- D ver families,

F rom :'\11'. E lmer S. Chace, manuscript material and
newspape r clippings on the F ield ge nea logy, and records
of the Thurber family,

From the au thor, Richard Le b aron Bowen, The M other
oj Christnplu',. /I t'!lne. off print fro m /\ ' .F..l1.G , ReXislrr I

XCI' l lI ( 19-1+ ) .
F rum Xlr. Scott C. Burl ingame, fr am ed pictures of

Roc ky Point, the original shore dinner building at Fie ld 's
Poin t, and a color print of Ca mp Brig htwood ,

From :\ l r. Zcnas \ \' . Bl iss, seven letters of Ge n. Zenas
It Bliss,

From :'\lrs, J ohn I: , Wa tr-, photostat wries lIf :'\- Iowry
family Hil-le records and. the will of J ohn Rat hbun .

'"

The Cathleen Tavlor Book Fund
Throug h th e kind generosity o f :'\Ji:-s Ca th leen Tavl or

of P rovid ence, who ha- cuntrfhutcd th e sum of $1 50. a
book fun d for the Society ha-, be en -cr up. Mi ss Taylor ,
a member of the Society and gr eatly interested in its work,
was dcsiru~ ... of h~"iJlg her contribution used for this pur
pose, and trurn t his fund thl,." fol lowing boo ks have al readv
been purcha...ed and added to our library shelves: .

Bt;gue GouJi~f.),. T he J)~ sccnJlnB of John 8 0J!uc of [ ;1St I laddam,
Conn.• ;!oJ hi;. "if" Rebec ca Wlll1ey ; also the Xorth Cn ulin,1.
Rogues lnJ 'J,sH lbn~..'u> Hogue Rec ords.

B.Jy ln Gt'>I~Ji()J:.l· ' T he 81.1!c, bmily of LOllg h ll llJ lnJ S ew J crs..:y
lnJ T heir Descendants..\ liol' the: Ancestors of j Jm.:, 81,-1c: . lnJ
J ulia H alsev DJy. .

Receipt Bool . Lcpl b~· Ih\ iJ Yloorc o( :\ ..·wport from J,; I to J ,6U,
(l)nui~ing ~~~~ ~u~"gUph5 of prominent m..n, including J..m~

Franklin, \ \ Ilium I-.Ikr~, Sr., l lenry Wu d, ere.

.\"n :: H Jmpihi" SrJU PJl"rJ, I"rJ . -IU. Contains genCJlogical an.:!
hi stor ical material.

T he Gri iU·,,!J F<J mil.\·, }.'IXIJ'IJ. Amer ;f"rJ . A gcnCJlog~- .

T Ilt' BuIkA~J GOIu lr-KJ.

Fall Sched ule of E'T nlS

O,cfl>her 1-1- , at R:15 p.m ., :'\ 11', Stephen w. P hill ips,
president of th e l-Is-ex Institute, Salem, :'\- l :1:-s., will speak
on: .." Ita i" .\" 0 1/ BOrlJ",I IIJe .....·!l ip Gl obe , ;/ 191h Century
SaKa 01 I he ,\fars!J{/1! Islun.ls."

;\0\-. 19, 19-1--1-, at 3:30 p.m., joint meet ing of th e :'\- Ion
day " l urn ing :'\Iusical Cluh and the R hode Is land. Hisrori
cal Sccicrv. :'\Iu:-ic hy llH:rnhlTs of the Club.

I Jec. 12, a t K: I5 p.m ., Prof. Le onard \ \ ', lod :- Labarcc
of Yak l ' niversity will speak un : " .1 CUIII/ ( ' (fi<"ll! l ·i/1/!,-er'
' :()lJk , (/t fIl l' RllO d l ' / .'0/1/1/.1 CO/OilY II.' 1111 h\ IlIll/,/e of SI'/I
c, u·-;.·, I"IIIIU'n l. "



New Members of thc

R hode Island Historical Societv.

--

Dr. Arthur .-\J1.I11'
H u rford, Conn.

Lieut. George :\jooliJ,n, L' .:'. =--. 1<.
W J. sh ington, n. C.

Dr. J.Stafford Allen

:\I r. Rob nJ II. Ballou
:\I n. Sa}-k-s Hoolt:r

Sterling, Ulah
:\I r. Clarence \V. ltosworrh

Cra nston, k. I.
:\lr. ArakelH. }lo l..van

Newport , R. I.
:\l r. r . Bradford Calef

Cranston, k. I.
:\l il;S Catherine:\1. Connor

Dr. J~ 1'. EJJy, JrJ
:\I r. Ba}-u J Ewing

:\l r~. Crosby rteu
Brookl}-n.:S. Y.

:\I f. Charla r. GooJ~pceJ

Bo.ton. :\ !JI;S.

:\lil;S .-\nna L. G reene
.\ lr. Beron B. G rinnell

. T'a untun , :\b ....

:\lr. Elmer :S. Grinnell
T aunlon. ' laSl!l .

' Ir. J. :\l onro<: H nnlcn
:\lrs. Walter H idJ en

:\I ir.s f anny T . Ing.llIs
vl r, George R. Kchic

\\ ·oc >l1 '1l Kkd . R. I.

.\ Ir. O;c.1r \1. Kilh)"
Anistcn•. \]Jh.1mJ.

:\Ir. Ho\\'ell .\. "-inl/:
Hrl timorc , :\IJ.

\ Jr. C. Stanlev Kin",T
I'J \~- t ud,, [ , 'R. I.

\Ir. Wd'slcr Knight, 2nd

\1r. .I . LJIH CnCC \!cElTO:,
.\l i;,; j\lH}" (, . Munson
Miss E1 c.lll<lf l'cckham
:\Ir. Frank II . Potter

H arrisville, R. I.
.' Ir. Chark·s X. Read

:'l IT. WJr b nJ W . Rice
.\I T. W ilbur 1.. Rice

.\I r. Robert G . Richards

\I T. Sanders Rowland

.\ Ir. Francis .\. Sen,
S\\Jn~J. \ h!>5.

\ t r. Ib rold R. Semple
Rumford. R. I.

\I T. F. Herbert Smith

:\IT. Ru~1I C. Srnith
CrJon.ton. R. I.

\ lrs. I:I raJ forJ F. S\\J.n

\ l iSll C athlco: n T J} lor

Dr. I lo" Jr-1 K. T urner
\I is> OJi, ,, II. WeJI'ill

P.II, 'tur !.e l. R. I.
:'I l r. I.. D<Jllgl.u Young

As of Sept. .W, 19++ the Society has
I, OSJ members.
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