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The Cable Tramwa y System of Providence
by .--\ L OX ZO R. \\' l L LIA M S '

T he late Patr ick Fitzmaurice of 60 Fourth St reet , East
P rovidence, one of the origina l operators of the cable car
over College H ill , came to sec me one day in 194-4-. I had
ridden with him on his first trip over the H ill , and he used
to say that he and I grew up on the grip car." I asked him
to talk with me a while about the old grip car days; he
remembered all the incidents very well, and this story is
the result of that conference.

T he cable road over College H ill was constructed in
1889 and began operation in the spring of 1890, the first
car being operated over the road by M ilton II. Bronsden,
super intendent of the Cable T ramway System and the
Power H ouse. T wo men had been brought in from Chicago
as instructors because there was such a cable road in Chicago
at that time .

T he power house was sit uated on S,)U[h Angell Street
ncar the corner of East River Street. ( For some time after
the disappearance of the cable road it was operated as a
lnundry.} T he cable ran from the bott om of College I I ill ,
thence over College Street, Prospect Street , and Angell
Street, where it went into the power house over an enormous
wheel. From that wheel it made its exit ont o South Angell

I \-1 .. Wi lli. l11 . i. Ii"t \'Ic~-r,~,jdn' l ,,,d "en,"",1 ""on"""T " I lh~ t ' ,,;led El«"lc
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~tn:ct. do wn Ea-r River, up Waterman, and down College
Hil l to the bottom, where it agai n went around a wheel,
this one undergrou nd .

T he cable was supported every few feet hr rol lers he
neat h a slut which ran be tween the rails, and it was through
this "lot th at t he operator of the grip car made con tact with
the cable, gradually, so that the car W :l S nut jerked.

T he cable road was planked wit h three -inch boards,
four feet long, and the whole was covered wit h cement.

T he grip car itself was not very long and had sea ts at
the sides, front , and rear. The opera tor "rood in the open
space between th e side seats , which were enclo-ed wit h glass
ill wint er. By means of a long lever he connected the car
wit h th e moving cable, and disconnected before he wished
to stop. The brakes Were operated by anoth er leve r , the
shoes did nor brake on the wheels. as now, hut on the track
itself .

At th e foot of the H ill , nea r L~ uth Water Street, there
was a section of sligh tl y elevated track along which th e
grip car , by means of some sma ll, higher wheels, was able
to cross oyer to the north , or up hill, track. H orse cars fro m
the O lneyvil le line would he picked up by the g rip car nt
th e foot of the hill , the attachment being made by means
of a re movable coupling pin,

I t was not long after the line had been star ted that the
vou th s of th e East Side worked out a scheme bv which th ev
~oul d ride over t he line in t heir exp ress wagons. A rope
attached to th e tongue of the express wagon would be
dropped down into th e slot near a ro ller, where it woul d
whip aro und the cable, and off would go th e express wagon .
W henever a poli ceman was sighted th e boys woul d cut th e
rope and di sappear with th eir express wagon.

A man was on duty in the power house, watching t he
cable as it passed over the wheel. His job was to watch for
frayed strands , and whenever he saw a rope attached to
t he cable the machinery had to he stopped and the rope
removed.
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A little later it became evident that operating the cable
over the enti re leng th of the rou te was co...t1y, particularly
as the cable had to be renewed qu ite frequently.

The first atte mpte d improvc rueut was t he insta llation
of a "Dutchman's coun ter -weight" to r-un underground
alongside the rai l on Coll ege H ill. T hi... was a complete
failure. It had not been in ope ration long before there was
an explosion underground d ue to a leaky ~'<l.s mai~: T his
explosion killed one of the workmen on the roa?, I'ommv
X e lson, who was struck on the head by a flymg plank.
:'\eb on had the d uty of riding up and down the H ill 011

the p latform of the horse car to assist the grip car man by
ap plying the brakes 011 t he horse car . It is interes ting to
note that in th is same explosion another plank was blown
so hig h and far th at it came down o n the roo f of the
Unitar ian Church at Bene fit and Benevol ent St reets.

In 189-1- t he " com pound counter-weigh t" was devised
and insta lled. T his weight, totalling l-l- tons, travel led on
two underground rails, one under each track. between
Benefit and the corner of" uth Water- and College Srrccr-.
By passing the cable over wheel s on top of t he weig hts they
were slo wed down so th at th ey ran only ha lf as fast as the
car moved. T hus, althoug h th e weight s ran only half-way
up the H ill, thc car went th e entire distance. A pocket,
s lanted slig htl y downhi ll toward the cast , was dug under
Beuef ir St reet as a rest ing pla ce for the weights when the y
were at the top of th eir r un . Anoth er g rip car was added ,
...peeding up schedules, and the route was reversed so that
outbound cars u-cd the south track in-read of the north.
B\' t his time elec trici ty wa ... in usc, permitting car" to run
b}' electric power once they had been carried over the hi ll
and el im inat ing th e cable between t he top of the hill and
Ea"t River Street .

At the same tim e the old meth od of gripping t he cable
wa" abandoned and a gadget insta lled 0 11 each track, raised
nl.... »c the "lot and permanen tl y attac hed ro t he cablc ; t he
grip car ~imply locked unto th is con trivance, which was
known as a latch. Jn a [ew ca...c- the grip car did not carry



Further recollections of th e Ctlh/e Tra1ll~"'ay ~rill be
urlro med . ,\ / " !!I berj an' urged to ronnnunicate them to
th e lJ ireu or or , l s.w /"iaf/· Editor,

fa r enough so that the cou nterweights were snugged into
their pit. W hen this happened the weig hts wou ld start do wn
and the latch would go speeding up the hill.

Once when I was standing at the foot of the hill r saw
the latch start up. I got away from the grat ings at the foot
of the Hil l as fast as I could , for I knew t he weights were
coming down . Hut I stayed long enough to see the la tch
as it was crossing Benefit Stree t take the two hind wheels
off a j link wagon .

In one other case a well known man in th is citv also saw
the latch start to move, but he , not realizing that the weig ht '
was com ing do wn, stepped over onto the grating which
covered the res ting place of the weight s when they were
at the foot of the hil l. H e was thrown in to the air with
the gratings and th e weights when they struck.

T he opera tors of the grip cars WtTI.: O scar T aylor, Pat rick
Fitzmau rice, E li Lcvcry, and J ohn Cox. I do nut be lieve
there was an yone more: widely known in his time in this
city than Pat Fitzmaurice, for he ran the last grip car up
the hill at night. All Brow n unde rgrad uates kne w him
well , fur often he would delay the last trip to pick up
stragglers he knew would be: run ning to catch the last car
up the hill.
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The Developmen t of the Neck

A C hronicle of the Ea st Side of Providence
by J O H N H U T C H I N S CADY, "' .A. I.A.

Co~dud~ d ft"m Rh" d. h l . nd I/ i,t ",,·, v ,,1. 11 1, p. 1,2

C HA PTER VI. I i8+~ 1800

T he tow n soon recove red fro m the effects of the war and
attained such a degree of wealth that property va luations
nearly tr ebled between 1782 and the end of the century.
Ne wport was surpassed in th e number of inhabi tants and ,
by the year 1800, P rovidence had become the largest tow n
of t he sta te with a population of 76 1-\..

T he town's g rowth and d evel opment d uring that period
were influe nced bv the activities of its commercia l and in
d ustria l leaders, among whom were the Brown brothers,
Clark and Xi ghringale, Welcome Arn old , Thomas Ll oyd
H alsey, P hilip and Zachariah Allen, J ohn Curliss, and
joseph and W ill iam R ussel l. The firm of Nic holas Brown
and Company had changed in personne l since: its orgauiza
tion inl 76 1.' :\ luses retired in l 773 to dcn lte his timl.: to
phi lanthropy, education and industrial progress; J oseph
le ft the fi r m abo ut 1780 and later became professor of
E xperimenta l P hil osop hy at the College; and J ohn sep 
arated from Nicholas, the remaining bro ther, in 1782 and
undertoo k the development of the south shore of T ock
worton H ill (page -\.3) from which point he established
trade wit h the E ast Indie s under the na me of Brown and
F rancis." Nicholas carried on the business of the old fir m,
also in the East India trade , under the successive names of
Brown and Benson ,' Brown, Henson and Ives,' and , fina l ly ,
Brow n and l vcs, a fin n name which is still main tained. '

I Sec r ag.., 3R, chapter [\ ', April, '·H-.
~ J oh n F rancis, son- ill-law of J ohn Brown. :'<:e page .f i.

• George He nson. See r ag\: +9,
• Thorn.rs Povn ron lvcs. son- ill-law of Ni chola s Brow n. Sec page :;3.

• FidJ, II , H i .
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J ohn Brown sent the first P rovidence shi p to th e Ea st
I nd ies, th e Gt.'tlt.'rallrasltingrotl, on December 2~ , 1787,
with a argo of cannon ..hor, anchors, bar iron, ginseng, wine ,
brand y, spirits, and Xew England rum, which ret urned to
her home port J uly 5, 1i89, wit h a shipment of tea, ..ilks,
cotton goods, flannel.., gl ove.., china, and lacquer ware ."
T he East India trade, thus initiated , was continued in the
Rising Sun, 101m l ay, Prt'Jidt!tI! lI ·lIsltinglotl, . l ntl an.l
H ope, and other merchant ships.

Following the passage by Congress, August 4, 1790, of
an act in relation to duties payable for imports, Rhode
Island was divided into two customs dis tric ts located, re
spectively, at Providence and ;-.:ewport. T he office at l ' rovi
dcnce was established on ' Yater Street (South M uiu, corne r
of Cus tom Aven ue ) where it was conti nued until 1857.
A total of 129 sailing vessel ..belonging to the port of P rovi
dence was listed in 1791 , includ ing 11 shi ps, 35 brigs ,
1 snow, 1 polacre, 25 schooners, and 56 sloops .' By t he end
of the cent ury 58 wharves had been erected along t he wate r
from, mos t o f which were on the shore of the Neck from
Ind ia Poin t to Sm ith Street .

In 1792 the first steamboat made its appearance in Rhode
Island waters, the Experiment, Eli jah Ormsbee, captain,
builder, and owner. ' It was not a complete success, however,
and twenty-five years elapsed before another was seen in
Narragansett bay.

P ursuant to an act bv th e General Asscmblv in 1790,
granting a lotter-y to raise nooo, W eybos-er Bridge was
aga in rebuilt in 1792, 120 feet long between abutment wall s
and 56 feet wide, with a draw of the lift trpe" T he ca..t

-[biJ , -*62.

'Pu bliCJfiO'1f of tlu RI/Qd,./il.m J /l i,tf, ria ! Socif'!.'", Sf':" Srrir s, tl,
, 96,

• Pror'i J,.,/rt! PI.]"IJl i f''' ' , p. MI.

• R./.C.R., X, _19 ; ; St aple s, 1'. J59. It will he noted Ih.lI successive
bridg~s at We~-bo~ t incr~ J scd in width ([ 4 feet in I ;' 11, 11\ fee t in
174'*, ~2 feet in 1764 , _6 reel in l i 92 ) , and decreased in length Jl

abutm ent walls were built rl"",r rogcthcr. Sec page 91 , chapter II ,
1uly. 'H; page 12-* , chapter I [I , U cr., ' B ; page -* I , chapter 1\ ·, .\ pril, 'H.
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abutment was built in the river, about -100 feet west of the
shore line which then foll owed, approximately, the present
east lin e of Canal Street; th e wall was extended nor therl y
as far as th e present Steepl e Street and a new waterfront
street was constructed on filled land ." The we..t abut ment
was nearl y in line with the present we..t l ine of Wash ington
Row, as in the case of the 176-10 bridge, and the wall was
extended sc utberlv in th e river, about 50 feet cast of the
present west line c f D yer Street, term inat ing at a slip lo
cated between the present Post Office Court and Custom
H ouse Street." South of the slip was Long Wharf
(page -Io~ ) which extended from \\'eybossct Street to the
rive r , its end in align ment with the r iver wall. " Below
Long W harf the origi nal shore line was practically un
changed, run ning near-ly midway bet ween W cybosset and
Pine streets as far as M udd y D ock ( Dorrance and \ Yey
bosser st reets) ."

Acts were passed by the General ..h~cmbl y in M ay, 1791,
granting the erection of two toll bridges over Seekonk river.
Up to that time no bridge had spanned that waterway at
Provid ence and th e only means of crossing to Reh oboth ,
M assachusetts, were by (he upper ferry at Narrow Passage
and Fuller's ferrv at Tockwotton Point, esta blished in 1679
and 1739 , respectively." Authority for the erection of the
bridges was granted to two groups of citiz ens who had
subscribed sums of money for the purpo:<c and were incor
porated , respectively, as " The P roprietors of the Cent ral
Bridge, leading to and from Pro vidence" and "The Provi
dence South Bridge Society in the town of P rovidence."

." r l,JtI ShV.' -;'l {? Rit 'f'r L i" ,.. J",I Strut L inr , hf'n' '''' 'l CrJ':l-tf,rJ Str,.,.'
B,jJ{?~ .I,d lI"f'yb',dJt'I Br id};f', Cil~· EngineN 's plan 0 402 1';, J ul~· 1 i .
19 H .

11 R""" rtl B"',k S f,. i, 1'. 2 .l11 . T he area was tilleJ.IlIJ gladed a fe w
yt:~ rs late r an d \ \ ·c'!! \\' ~ l e r (Dyt:r) St ree t const ructed .

," Ch" ,·t '"i P,",r·i Jf'I/ , f' Hi"f' !" in, ,,, II"t yb",u r Bridf.f' I f, ,I.,. CrurA ,
183-1, City Enginc·t:r's plan, liJrhm Dcpa rtrncnt , {lI n').

13 ~ t:e page 124 , Ch~ l'lc'r 11[, O ci. , ' 4 3.

"Sc" r age ln , chapter II , J uly, ' 4J and r age 123, chapter 11 1,
o«. ' 43.
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Each corporation was requ ired to install in its bridge , and
to maintain at all rime":', " a convenient draw, twenty-four
feet wide" and to appoint as toll col lector "an able bodied
man , to aid and assist in raising the said draw, for the pur
pose of vessels passing, and in lower ing the sa me." It was
provided in each case that the tol l should "nut exceed the
present rate: of ferriage, established by law" and that
"whenever th e: said toll shall amount in value to all costs,
charges and expenses, in the erecting and keeping in repair
the same bridge, with interest thereon , toge ther with .. . a
reasonable allo wance ... the said toll sha ll be subject to
be reg ulated by this Assembly." l~ Centra l Bridge, as erected
in J793, was a predecessor of the present Red Bridge and
the South , or Ind ia, Bridge spanned the river a short dis
tance south of the present Washington Bridge."

T he old country road to Pawtucket , established before
1684- as a nor therl v extension of the T owne stree t, curved
wesrer lv around and over a sand hill east of Xorth Burial
Ground befo re contin uing: its rather crooked way to the
north .' : A committee appoi nted by the T own Council " to
examine the: land eastward of the highway . .. and sec if
an eligibl e rou te for a road is therein contained" report ed
that " a straight, handsome and convenient street may be
had from the house where Amasa Gray now lives rthe
junction of North M ain Street and Branch Aven ue I to the
corner of J eremiah Dexter 's" stone wall I the corner of
Xorth Vluin Street and Roc hambeau Avcnuc ] ... and
that the same d irection mar be continued towards Pawtucket

.. R./.C.R., X, ~ql ·~92. :\I OK' ~nJ :'\ ichol.u Brown ~nJ 1, others
we re ,uhscril:>c n for C"n{u l Rri.lge ; John ~nJ :'\ ich..ln Btu" n, "'d ru me
Arnold. joseph :'\ ig hl i ng~l e, J ohn Innes Cbrl: and others for Sout h
Bridge,

'8 Both briJ~ei "we rebuilt fol1owin.e: ~ fr"shet in I ~ n; . I nJ i ~ Rrid.e:e
was carried aw~y in the great g~ l e uf I ~ 1i and rcpln-e d h~' a new iran
anJ Central Bridg" was dalll~ge,1 in t il" 'am" storm and repaired. Buth
were convevcd bv their owners to the citv of I' rOl-i,l"n("e, the former in
1116 0 anJ ·the l~ll cr in 111 (,9 , .

IT Dorr, p. 2.!~. See also page ~:; , chapter 1( , j ulv ' ~ ,l.

l~ T he gambrel-roo fed Dex ter house [ erecte.l abou t I ;(,~) still stands
..t the northeast corner of Xorth :".hin Stred anJ R,nc h, mh.:au Avenue.



..

1
~ ESH \~l I C UT



THE D[\TLOI'.\IF~T OF THE ~F.CK U

nearly -trnight for about two miles; and that the same will
greatly accommodate and beautify the north end of said
town, as wel l as he extremely convenient." In order to
purchase the necessary land and construct and pave the
road per mission was acquired from the General Assemb ly
in February, I i91 to raise the sum of £900 bv means of a
lottery." Stage coaches traveled thi s highway un the "Road
from P rovidence to Roston, Xcwburv-Port and Ports
mouth" charted in the Xorrh .: I mer;, ·a~, Calrndar for the
year 1i93 . ~·

T he production of ... rage p lays, interrupted by decree of
the General Assembly in I i62,"' was revived in I i92 when
J oseph} Iarper and his company gave severa l perfo rmances
in th e Court H ouse. In 1i94 M r. I Iarper fi tted lip a part
of the Coffc:e }louse on the Town Parade as a theatre for a
season of d rama, culmi nating in the present ation of "The
Begga r's Opera." T he follo wing year the Providence
T heatre was built at the corne r of We stminster and :'\Iath
ewson streets with fund-, subscribed by J ohn Brown, T . L.
H al-ey, J ohn Corlis... , Cyprian Sterry, George and J eremiah
O lney, and others. The statute against theatrical en te rtain 
ments was repealed as a result of ;\I r. H arper's efforts and
the Providence T heatre was maintained for a number of
years under his management. zz T he building was purchased
bv Grace Church and altered in 1832 and was demo lished
....'hen the present church was built in 1845. ,,1

;\ permanent night watch wa s orga nized in Providence
in I i9i under direction of the T own Council and subject to
rul es and regulations established hy that body. T his pro

, . R./.C.R., X. 4 1J ,

: . H'hu /rr's S&rlh -_~mrrir"., Cdo,J.1r ',r ..n ,Hm.1'1.1rl J,., r Ih" J".1r
,,/ '".r L"rJ / i 93, fri"uJ ..I J'r,.,dJ"na .1''; sr,U hy H. lI ·hu lrr.

:, Sce FJ,l(C H . chapt er 1\". April, 'H.

n I'r',f'U" ,U" ,l /.lgd,::;i"r, O ct. , 191 6 . p, (,4i..\ drop currain , painte.l
bv Worrall ~nJ hung in the theatre in Ii'l l ;!, is oWllL,J bv the R. I,
I l i' lOrical :'uci.-t\-. It ,h"ws ;1 ,-iew of the Ea,t :,iJe of I' ro \ ' i~lcn ce "bOUI

180i'l as seen fn;m Federal I I ill.
:3 Henry 8arreH H unringtun. A lIi* .r.\' '4 Gr.l'-" Chu" h j'l J'u~'i.

J( 'Ia. Rh,.J, "'.1".1, /"'29-/ 929 (Provid ence. 19 H ) , Fr. 2 " . 'i7 .



~ " ~~e m.lp "J'I" ,. itc r.1gc 26, ch"J't er 1. .1 m . . ' ~ J .

"' "i).mid .\ hhotl ... bid out '!"or l "' '' llon with the o\ljc·ct "f n1.1king
thaI point lilt:: ronuucrcial center of the town, and 10".1, tifty .lC·M~ before
fohn Hrown "as king of In,liJ l'oin t" - Il enry R, Chace ms. in R. L
i I i, lOr iral ~"c i e l .\ ,

tanvard were on the Xeck side of the river, nea r the present
Printery St reet , and T hurber's paper mill (v..tabl ished
about 1;811) was un the pre -c nt Living-ten Street, nut far
from X orth Burial G roun d , Bordered by such ind ustries
it is sma ll wonder th at M oshas-uck r-i ver became poll uted
in the earlv vcurs uf the town, a condi tion that prevails to
the pre sent clay,

T he water lots on the west side of th e present Xorth
and South M ain streets, from Smith Street sourhcrl y to
Fox Point, were u...ed mostly for ma ritime trades and were
built up with wharves and ware houses, inter...paced here
and there In- dwell ings and ind ustria l plants. Zachariah
Allen operated a dis tille ry and suga r house near the origi na l
spring lot '" on X ort h ~lai n Street , j oseph <;ungd on ~pened
an iron ..hop near the present corner of :\'ort h M ain and
Steeple ...trcet - about 1790 , inaugurating the husines ... ~o

wh ich Congdon, Carpenter and Company succeeded m
1865 . In the same neighborhood E zekiel and W ill iam Burr
operated a silversmith shop , Scril 1Iodgc made S~I:>C buckles,
and Xchemia h Dodg e manufactured go ld nngs , fancy
jewelry and silve rware. Clark and :\ightinga1c owned a
moper shop and a hlockmakcr's ...hop at the present sout h
west corner of South M ain and Power streets as well as a
dis till house ncar Burnside Square ,

The waterfront at T ockwo rton was deve loped about
1790 bv J ohn Brown z' who erected shops and warehouses
for thetrade which he estahli ...hed with China and the East
Ind ies, giving the -pot th e name I nd ia Point. Xl r. Bruw~

also main tained a di ..till hou-c un the shore, a ...pcrmacen
works ( ... tarred a half-centu ry earlier by Obadiah Brown,
his uncle ) nca r t he present corner of i nd ia and l vcs streets,
and an air furnace at the pre...cut Tockwotron Park , Rope
wal ks were e... tnblishcd bv Rebecca Will iam s, J ohn Pit man,
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VISIon for public safety supcr-eded the voluntary night
watch c... tablishcd in 1775 and led even tual lv to the forma
tion of the Providence PIli icc Department..

T he closing rears of the 18th Cen tury were marked by a
signi ficant increase in manu factu ring, a pr elu de to the in
dustrial era t hat was to come. In the 17th century, when
P rovidence was a com mun ity of planters, the Dill)" ind ustria l
establi shm ents were the gri st mill s, saw mill s, lime kiln s,
leather tanneries ( for shocs.) and blacksm ith shops. In
the earl y 18th century shipbuildi ng , br ick manu facturing,
weaving , and d isti ll ing pla nts were c... tabli shed in the town ,
foll owed in the middle of the cenrurv bv iro n works , cider
mills, cheese pres...es, and prin ting sh'op~, T he commence 
me nt of cotton ...pinning at Pawtucket by Samuel Sla ter and
.\J o~' Brown in 1790 and th e man ufacture of jewel ry by
X ehemia b I)I>dge in 179+, inaug ura ted wha t were to he two
of the lead ing ind ustries of X ort hcm Rh ode Island ,

:h the num ber and size of indu stri al p lan ts increased the
complexion of the town began to change , part icularly along
the water fro nts where factories and shops grad ually re
placed the former d wellings whose owners removed to the:
newly devel oped areas of the town that form erly were farm
lands.

T he rno... t ind ustrialized area was along the M oshassuck
river, separat ing the Xeck from the lands to the nort hwest,
the waters uf which were util ized for power. Located in
the area between the present Smith Street and ScbIq Square
were O liver Bowen' s tanyard and slaughte r hou-e , H enry
Smit h and Company's dist ill house and coope r ...hop, and
.\l ichaeI .\ IcrrnlF', slaugh ter hou-c.,. Je re H. J lowell ' , grist
mill was at the falls of t he M oshassuck, near t he sire of t he
origina l [own mill : " and Robe rt Xewell .... chocolate and
fu lli ng mill s were near th e cor ner of Char-les and Xicbols
streets. Ama sn Gray's slaugh ter house and Aaron M ason's

.. T he maps in O~"Uri .m.l 0/·,-"/,-",,, esublish the lO<."Jtions of these
induslrie s anJ orhc rs 10 fellow.

,.-.:-,,,, raKe .>11, chapter I, .l-ln ., ' 4 .1.
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"" Sec p:lgc 121, chapter \', Oct.. '4 4.
Z~ R.l.C,R., X, 31; .

,'" " previous Jtt<:mpt hId been m.i.Ic ill 1767. Sec page 4-:;, chapte r 1\ ',
April, '44.

\\' ill iam H olrovd and others in the area now hounded hv
I lope, Wickcndcn, Governor and Williams street", .

M eanwhil e. commerce and industry were securing a foot 
huld along the waterfront south of \ Vevhossct Point. L ung
Wharf, owned jointly by B. and E. Aborn , Xarhan Augcll ,
Zephaniah Brown, Samuel Butl er, Arnold Whipple ,
Simeon Aldrich, Amos J enks and Stephen H arris W:IS 1\)
cared at the present Custom II (J u"e Street l puge 39).
Stephen H arris' spermaceti works were on the shore . ncar
the corner of P ine and Orange streets, Daniel J ackson's
brass foundrv (esrahlishcd 1762) was near the site of Nar
ragansett I-I ~tel on Wcybosscr Street, Augustus Winsor's
slaughter house faced Potter 's D itch (Garnet Street ), and
J ohn Innes Clark's disti ll house was located on D istill
I l ouse Lane, !lOW Page Street. Benjamin T allman's ship
rani was all the shore of Eddy's Point (ncar the junction
of D yer and Eddy streetsl."

T he earliest industry on W oonnsquntucket river was
established about 17+5 by David Rutcubcrg , a German
emigrant, who erected a mill on the river between the pres 
ent Atwe lls ;\ "en uc and \ .alley Street. Chri-rophcr 0 Jncy,
who owned a 95-acre farm in that section and guve the name
to Oineyvillc, established a grist mill and the Rising Sun
Paper :\l ill in the latter part of the century on a wide section
of the river north of the present Kossut h Street, then known
as O lney's pond.

T he Providence Association of M echanics and M anu 
facturers was incorporated by the General Assembly in
1789 "for the purpose of promoting industry, and gi"ing
a just encouragement to ingenuity, rhar our own man ufac
tures may be improved, to the general advantage not only
of the manufacturers themsel Yes, but uf the state at large."".
One of the first activities of the association was an agitation,
led by J ohn H owland , to insti tute a public school svstern"

H IU10I)F J~L.\:'\D Ii I:,TORY THE nE\FJ.OI)\IE~T OF THE :'\1':CK .. ~

which culminated in 1800 when the General Assembly
passed all act for the establishment of free ~chools. in every
town. T hus there was achieved a "great State tn~lInph
nut of long durati on indeed, as the act was repealed 1ll. 1803,
_ but long enough to secure a permanent blessing to
Providence.' "

J OIl'< llIlnI' '< !lOl' ,F (17l\o)

I/ " ", ~ of Ih, Rh".!, "!d" '! /l i",. ,i' dl S", i"'i

T he first financial institution in the town was the Provi
dence Bank, organized by J ohn and M oses Brown and
opened O ctober 10, 1791, follo wing its incorporation by the
General Assemhlv." It was origina lly located on the south
side of Governor 'Hopkins' lane ( Hopkins ~tre:t) and w~s
moved in 1801 to the J oseph Brown home on South M ain
Street." Charters were gran ted to the Providence ln sur-

3 1 Lil" (if II 'Jm'~lid , rr. l .ll\·143 .
.1e R.U:.R ., X. 4:;1':; R./.II .S.C., XXX I\ ' , 11-'.
"" ~~~ pJgc 12:;. chapter \ ', O ,-·\, . ' 44. T hc lWO-WJ;, entrance steps

wnc removed an,l r ~p I.Kc , 1 hy J doorway in th e b.rscmcnt , tory .
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ance Company in I i99 and the Washington Insurance
Company i ll 1800 ; thest' were conso lida ted under the name
of the P rovidence W ashingt on Insurance Company in
1820.. ' .

D uring the Colonial period architectural design had Fol 
lowed rather closely a contempora ry English style based
upon the Italian Renaissance which had been used bv such
ar~hitccts as Inigo J ones. Sir Christopher Wren and J ames
GIbbs. Althoug h a change in sty le, influenced by Rubert
Adam 's ada ptation of Louis X\'I motives for interior
decoration , was evolved in En gl and abo ut 1770 its effect
was no t ~orcJ in P rovidence be fo re the ea rly 19th cen tury.
It transpired , therefore, that the buildings erected between
the close of the war and 1800 closelv resembled those of
the Colonial period with an added ri~hnes:, of ornamenta
tion and an emphasis en Classic precedent . D uring the
years of the Earl y Republic a number of houses were built
which were among the best ever prod uced in P rovidence.

T he earl iest of these d wellings and in ma ny respec ts the
finest amOl~g the survivals was erected by J ohn Brown
(page ..H ) "' .,1i86 on an acre-and-a-half tract extending
from Benef it Street to the present Brown Street , fronting
on Power 's I .anc ( now 52 Power Street ). T his project in
augurated a developmen t of the lower Easr Side that was
to expand, in the next twenty years, to include a large part
of the area bet ween Power , Thayer , Wick cndcn and Benefi t
st ree ts. J osep h Brown, " hrot';er of the owner, designed
the bouse but died before it was erected; construction work
was in charge of Zephaniah And rews. the mason.

In his \\~1I made in 1802 J ohn Brown de scribed his house
as " H by 50 feet square , three stories high, with a deep cel lar
under the whole." The ell at the rear was not built unt il
later and the kitche n and bathing facilities originally were

,. C".1~t("~ ,)[ tilt /'~')("iJ("",- (" lJ".1Jhi'l !!.'" n " lJU~.1 .'l(" C',m r .1'l'", Provi-
J ence, 1 1l~7 . -

~. Sec pJg<' 12 ; , ChJpl<"f ' ", Oct., •-H .

located in out hou-c- T he plan conformed in general to
that of contemporary houses of the central -hall type except
that the fireplaces wer e set in the uut"ide wall s and each had
a chimney of irs own ," an arrangement which -er a precedent
for many late r P rovidence dwell ings. :\ dis tincti ve fea
tu re of the facade, which followed En g lish tradition hut
was new to Providence, is the sligh t pr ojection in t he cen ter,
crowned hy a pediment. .\ 11 open ent rance porch is -c t in
the projection, with brownstone columns crowned by a
wooden entablature and a balust rad e with twisted balusters,
and over the porch is a Pall ad ian or Venetian window. T he
walls han: heir courses and arc crowned bv a line corn ice.
T he effect of dignity and repose which the outside gives
repeats it-elf within the bouse. The stairway hall is ' -ery
spacious and the doors opening to the rooms are tinelv
treated with entablatures and broken-curved pediments
with rich carving. T he great mah ogany staircase has twisted
balusters , a beauti ful scroll at the foot of the rai l, an unusual
wall scroll , and a curved string at the landing. T he house
W:IS officially opened with the marriage of J ohn Brown's
daughter Ahhy to J ohn Francis J anuary I , 1788 . Its most
di-ringuished visitor was P resident Washington, on August
19, 1790. I t became the property of the Rhode Island f I is
rcrical S iety in 19+1 by gift of J ohn Xicholas Brown ,
great-great -great-nephew of the original owner.

J ohn Innes Clark and Colonel J oseph X ig htingalc, ship 
ping part ners, bui lt houses on Heuef ir Street, the for mer at
the northeast corner of J ohn Street in 1789 and the latter
at the northeast corner of Williams Street in l i91 , both
wood hou-cs, three sto ries, with hipped roof". P resident
Washington "drank wine and pun ch" at :\1r. Clark's
August 19, 179/1 , and Senator William Smith, who accom
pan ied the presidential party recorded in his diary " I slept
that nighr nr Xlr. Clark's, a merchant who lately has built
a hnndsumc hou-e and is a man of prosperity . . . lie treated
me with much civility, having offered me a bed immediately

~ " See plan C, pge ;O, chapter 1\ -, April, '{{"



17 H OWJrJ \\ ' , Preston, 1I .;,h ill.i;" '"'' I' i, ili I' , R hr,J( 1;/,11IJ [ Provi
de nee , 19H) , }'_ 22 .

'" Sec rl.l1l Il. rage ;0. chapter 1\ ' , :\pril, '4-L

3. From J letter written .\ lJrdl 16. 1796 in f"'l';scssi"n of the R. I.
Histor-ical S.)( ict~·. :\Ir. Brown HieJ 10 per suade :\Ir. De xter to builJ
near InJ iJ Puint. I n Jr(,J he \\'J~ interested in develop ing.

on my arrival , though I had never seen him before."?
The hc u-e was de-rrovcd bv tire a few vears later . T he
X ig ht ingnlc ho u-e I page 4- /l'), stil l "randi;lg at 357 Benefi t
Street, hus u pcdim eu rcd projection in the facade simi la r to
tha t noted on th e John Brown house. T here an: heavv
beve led quoin" at the: cor-ncr... and the windows, the lat ter
having ru ... ticatcd vou-soirs and mou lded cornices T he
front porch I!' in the Roman Doric order with brownstone
... tcps and the entrance dour has sidclight:- and a curved top
light . T he interior is characterized hy ...pacicusne...... and tine
wood rini...h, and the chi mneys are 10000tcd in the partitions
with t wo fireplace.. in each chimney un each floor:" Colonel
:\ ig htin!,..'<l. le died a few years after erecting the house and
it was pu rchased hy J ohn Carter Brown, great -nephew of
j ohn Brown, and has ~i llcc remained ill possession of his
descendants.

Some what smaller arc the wood two-story hipped roof
house-, of Captain George Hen-on (I i96) and Ed ward
I rexrer ( 1799 ,. T he Benson house at 6'+ Angell Street has
two center chimney- with balusters encircling the main roof
and roof deck , and a di..ringuishing feature i.. the excellent
) Ior ic entrance porch with it ... curved pediment. :'\l r, Dexter
huil t his house at the corne r of George and Prospect stree ts
( now a part of the Brown campus) in spite of a warning
hy J ohn Brown t hat "the Street roo it will Ever he a whet
Xluddy \Yay, t he Xarural Spri ngs heing Such t hat Can not
be Got C lear of Xeit ber above nor be low Gnmnd." " The
house was moved in 1860 ro 72 Water-man Street, its pre,:,
cn t location (page 50 I, where for many year .. it was the
residence of Charle.. 1.. Pend leton and hour..ed mo...t of the
Pendleton collection of furni ture now in posse-sion of the
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Rh ode Isla nd School of Desig n." The house has brick ends
with ou tside chimnevs set in the wall s, and i ll the center of
the facade is a n)ric' entrance porch wit h a modi fied Palla
d ian window above it , all framed by full length pilasters
and a pedi ment. T he interior has \'cry fine wood finish.

TIIO ~I " $ sTREET I" ] 9 3 1

,h."-j,,, Flu,I..,:" St" ,Ii. , I'" FJu 'J<,J r J}'lor I/o"" "'d ,'', I",. ""if [)o""
/",,, , ... . h o", .. p,-",;I .1' '''' -; ''! b.,' 11,-/,'1 .\1. G rc" j " "." 'Hi." of tn ,
I',. , ·i.l,'" u .~" (: /"".

The Colonial type of gable roof continued to be used fo r
most of t he smalle r wood houses of t he peri od . T wo of
these were built OIl Angell's Lane ( T homas Street ), oppo
site the Fi rst Baptist M eeting H ouse about I i89 and arc
sti ll standing. Deacon Edward T ay lor erected the three
and -a-ha lf story house at 9 Thomas Street and Seri l D odge
the one adjoining at N o. 10, origi nall y two-and -a-h alf

t" Edwin .\. Burl ing.llllc. PL~I,- of B'-'Jrn l U IIkt"rJil\, d"'/ T h,,;r }fiI/or\'
[ Providencc , I 'H ll ) . r . 9. ,\ uni t of the R. I. SrhU:Ol of D esign known
3S l' enJ lclon H ouse II." erec ted in r 90S to hou'e th e Pend leton Collection
(Stone. Carpenter and \\' il1:;o n , architects}, the interior of wh ich W J S

modeled close!.... after the Dexter hou>c.
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stories and later raised to pro vide for 3. shop on the ground
floor. Both are uf the two-chimney type " ( the Dodge
chimneys han' been re moved ) and have pedimented side-

FIR~T l" O,r.RE< ;.\TI"' Al. M~Tn"; 1l 0l: ~ E

FUeled 17~5, .i",lro)ed hy fire 18H.
I' ro", .m ,~g"n'i~g h;' Wjl/i,,,~ 1I ~ ,,, 1; ..

walk entrances. .\1r. D odge built a three-story house
( 11 T homas Stree t) of brick veneer over wooden CUIl 

srruc tion about 179 1 ( later considerably altered) and sold

4 1 See r lan R. page 511 . cha pter 1\' , Apr il, ' 44 .

THE m:n:1.01'\I E~T OF TilE :"E CK 53

hi ~ other house th at year to H ope Brow n (daugh ter of
X icholns I and her stepmother Avis, and th ere I lope was
married to Thoma s Povuton Ives in 1792. Both Dcdae
houses now are the property of rhc P rovidence Art ch~h.

.:h ide from the dwell ings th e m ost m onumental work of
the Early Republican per iod was th e f irst Congregat ional
Church ( page 52 ), erected at the corner of Benefit and
Benevolen t streets in 1795 from th e design of Cal eb Orms
bee, th e onlv l Srh cenrurv P rovidence archircct " of record
beside J OSC1~h Brown. T he church was built of wood and its
desi gn was influenced by the west facade of Saint Paul' s
in Lond on and Charles Bultinch's recently comple ted
( 1788) I l ull is Street Church in Huston. A D oric portico,
flanked by twin towers, framed the facade. T he building
was destroyed hy fire in [81 + and was replaced hy the
present edifice.

T he or ig inal Congregational Church, erected at the pres
ent corner of College and Benefit streets in 1723 " W3.S sold
to the town when the new meeting house was built and W3. S

known thenceforth as the Town H ouse (page 5+ ). It
provided qu arters for the various public offices and depart
ment s except the town clerk's office and the coun cil chamber
which were continued in the M arket H ouse ."

As the 18th cenrurv closed the Neck still dominated th e
town of Provid ence. 'Located within its territory were th e

to T he word is used in its liter.r l l11<:aning "a perso n skilled in the ar t

of bui lJ ing" (\rebsler) rather than in its professional sen,e. ~lr . Brow n
was .1 schol.rr of "il'nti!;, J ttJi nmenl .1S well .IS .1 man of !.lste an d culture.
and acquired his knowle dge of Jrchit~nu r~ through the stu dy of books
on the subject. \l r. O rmsbee was a ruasrcr bui lder. self -laught in rhe
art oi J~,ign.

'" See pag~ 1 13. Chapkr I l l , t rct., '{';. Som e li me after the erection
of t he mcc riug home an ~ntr .111Ce porr h WJ S .d,le,1 .11 rile cast end. OI'n

which a steeple \\ .1 , erected . L'pon rcprcscnt.uiou in I ii3 tha I " the
slc<:p l~ ... is in ,0 serious a condition rh,n it IllU,1 be inuucdiutclv LIken
do wn" the C;en crJI .·h,l·m bJ.\· g ranle,1 a loucrc to par for it! removal and
for erecting a clock tower on the we, t end (R.I.C.R., \"1 1. 20h) . T he
building W J S dtmul i'lu;:d before I ~ i'i .

.. Sec pJgc 12 3. chapter ' ". Oc r. , ·,H ·.



state and municipal seats uf government, the market , the
principal industries, and most of the homes. The town was
expanding we:iterl y across the river, however, where al 
ready a significant development was under way (sec map
opposite page -1-0 I, and it was there, on the Weybosser side,
that a new civic and commercial center was to materiali ze
in the next cent ury.

Till. T OIl '" H O\' fF

(),ili~~lI,' /~< CUI"I~'i.,,~1 .\J«""l 1I~ ~ ,~ (I'!.J)

This (f} 'ldlldes " T he De-....·t·l ()pme·1l1 oj lhe N i'I'k ", (01/ 4

J';/ lIl i lJ~ l'urt I of till' ant hor's IJIill/uf,o'ip! t'l1/iJlt;',1 T he
Civic and Architectural Develuprnenr of Providence. For
/M/': of s!'lI(I' it ts 1///li/':e'/)' tlrat Paris I I a1/,I II I l'l1liJlC>I/,
l't'Jp, ,(/i"t·,·I..... , " Tln - Il ',·y!Jn.<:sel Sidl' " lind " T hl' .\lodl'l"l/
Citv" ~t'ill tlp!'C>ilr Jl'I"il/lly in H IIO DE I SI. AS D II IH O KY,

T/,,'il" !,1/Mil"llli'J1I i1/ !)(Jok JOI'III , logelluT ~(,·i ! h a reprint 0/
1'111'1 I, ;J in (lm !,' !!/ pllllilJlI,

Providence T heatri cals in 1773
hy S, Fosn~R 1),\,>IOS

Pm/o m,. r,f f.'1.e.li Jh. R.,~, ,, ( ' 'I;r",'' ; '-\'

The first pby ever performed pr ofessionally in Xew
England was Vanbrugh's Prfn 'okc>,1 Wijt', given at Xew
port on September 7, 1761, by I Ial lam's Virginia Comedi
ans. TnI.' next J uly they boldly invaded P rovidence,' but
were suppressed b~' the Rhode Island legislature in August .
From that time until December ~6, 1792, when J oseph
H arper's company, fleeing from Boston, pre--ented T he
SdlOOI for ~';r,,,J<I(// , with Tht' Poor Sot.l in as afrcrpiece,
at the P rovidence court hou-c , there were supposed ly no
theatrical s in Rhode Island.

Rut prohibition d ues not nvccs-arilv prohibit, and the
mural objections to professional s d id not apply-c-at least.
with the same force-e-re amateurs, We know that Young",
Ri"::c>ngc> with Otway's Cbears of ....'capin was acted by
undergraduates of Rhode Island College (now Brown
University) in April 1785, perhaps as part of a series of
dramatics, such as were being ins tituted at other Xew
England colleges,'

H owever, probably the first amateur performances open
{O the publ ic carne ... till earl ier, as appears from the foll ow
ing item in the l'rO".:i.Jc>n' l' ( ;/lZt'"e, :'\lay 29 , 1i7J :

()n :\l onJJ.I .111J Tu<~,h.,· EH n i l1 .1i: ~ (hwJ.' ·' TrJg"J ~' of th<' O rphan,
or unhJ r pr ~ l J rr i .lg e. with :\ 1 1 ~' in her T eens. was performed at :\lr.
Hacker's H all, "." some young (;entlemen of the T own. who were
IHlllourcJ with the _\ f'rbule of wn,ih1c JnJ crowded .-"scmhlic~.

Xlorc information about these performances of :\by 24-
and 25 is to hl' found in an undated letter from Nathanael
Greene to Samuel Ward, j r . :"

' In In,' ."<pr;l. l"H. i",,~ "I Rh ,/" I , I,,~ ,I l li ,/ " " ,. Ill. 44 . Ihe n,m,e " ~I 'n~ ri",
pl.,,' , ,,t.-J in 1', ,, ,' i,I. ,,,,· It,,, ... il<n ;,. '"\1 " " " C " , I.. , .lke" ~" ' 1",,,,." .\ <lu.rfh' I ~i .

. "p'p"uJ ' ;11< "' :r' n ll"ll"l,· t h.. h~ .dl i" .. " 1 .1 ,,~ "'. h:lndh;U: ( ~,.,. W. R. S,'.,p k . ,
'-]~ 'IJI,"f /h~ j'"" ,. ".' /',n,·"'''''''' p. ~ r l (I.}

" II", ,,IJ "-", I 1I.llp,·, I . " E;,tf j' {·"fl ,·...,· f' ,.,h ,, "' .rr,, 'r ' ,,{ 0, ,, , ,, in I' " ,,·id cn..o,"
R,l.!I ,'-- . 1:~lIu/l " '1," XXIII L \p,i l. l<,llOl. 11. 4 1-

3Il i""\Clcd in Ih< \\' .lrJ r.", ily 1' ,lpo" hy Wi lli,,,,, 1:. K,,,·lkrc. F" t 110. '.l h of
<I.,i,-,', In ~ t." 10 .., h,"'" P,";I..... ph ..J .,.,, 1 rhe peL ncl u,lli" " .!tn ,·J ,li ,h tly .
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G r« n wich ~ Ll n j JY F.H n ing II oClod

l'h~ au, 17:-31

h im J :'Jm
1 receivd ,nur Le tte r ind..-..J in :I. L ine to vour :'.i,leTl. vou sec it>

late "hen 1 b.:ll'in, :l.nJ youl eICLlSt: me for being shun. 1\. i; t >,3i lJ for
.\I Jr~ bnJ \\·dnedJ~· IJ'I. Jor go wit h hi m• .InJ G Ll Jr J iJn .-\ngeh rro-
tnt JnJ :-..,eLlr.., him hum lhe innumerable I·:'-ih in,-iJ..,nullo l l uman
:" Jt Ll r,·.

King the 11.., 11, bcil\JrJ Cr~· lire. the C hurch is in J.lnger. T here
hJS been :I. rlJ~- :l.rt..,J in I' rUl·iJ en(e. known b~· the ....ar ne of the un
hJrr~· O rp han. J~":rh R Ll~ 1 I ~ 1 acted :'IlonemiJ, :'I l r. flJtie~·

l'oliJ l orcj . :'I lr. Il lf r is C.u lJ lio, vl r, 810gd Shamonr . [ have forgot
the unJ .., r Charrcrc rs, hut il i. s.1i.1 th ..,~ pcrformd inimitJhl~ well, .lnj
to lhe satisfaction of all the ' peClJtorl . T hey hJJ H .Ld en I IJIl, with
regLlLJr Scenes formd fur th 'Lt purpo" e, ,,11 \\.1, Iill",giblc I J nJ in good
m,ln. YOLl SJ.'- there's nOlhing new u1\.j",r the ~\In, thi s is new, for its
th .., lint JlI..,11lpl ever ll\.l'ic in th;, C"lonr. by its l nh.tbitants. \' Jl iULl '
a rc the ~entill1ents with r e~,1Td 10 its Consequences. bLlI the l'ricsts .,nJ
I.el'it"" of c'Try O r.l.., r er ic. OLl t 19liml it,." sLl hl <;r, in' of .\ 1<>r all it ~.

anJ dangerous I" th e Church.
1 WJS in :'Ifr . .-\ rnoIJs Office ,1 fel\ Jay ~ 1,1:0. he hJ S J r r.., u .I I.JW

Library, :l.nJ rr"'ll i~<:i himself J line run of Business. 1 wish ois sue"c"
m.l~- C\j Ll Jl his expectation . T OJ nk ~-OLl for ~-oLl r C omr liment upon
nI\ \I il1ct Jn ' I) i~n il " . an d than k vou .lgJin for ,h " ridicule of irs
.l~ IOor. H e' is vain ·.lhm-e mU ' Ll Te' :l.nJ " m l p llY bcj-ound Concep
tion. 1 W.lS llmn, 1 () tfenJ e.l \\ ;10 .l lr. \'.Irnum for 'LlCO :I. Irecdom ,
before 10e :'.Llrr..,m.., Cour t IIf tOe Colon.,-. G en"r :l.1 :'I h 'el ;nfl: S ew, .InJ
JlI oloer ~"igoooLlrly occu rrences refer ~-OLl 10 the G irl, for Partic ulare,
.... "1 another word

~ (; ree ne, Jr.

T he ....young Gentl emen of the T own" were net fro m
the college. and have not been id entified . T hey were evi 
dently affl uent enough to hire the fashionable H acker' s
H all for two evenings, and to fix it up with scenery and
presumably a curtain ; and ther were of ..ufficient prom
inence to attract " crowded Assemblies" and to get a notice
in the paper. It i~ wor t h remarking th at th ough they did
not-probably could not, had they tricd-c-pcrsuadc a
r nung lady to act with th em, they chose nevertheless two
plays with female title-role s: Otway's famous " she-trag
ed y," T he ()rp!ullt , and Garrick' s popu lar farce, Xl iss in
t t-r Teens.

PRm ·ID ES CF. TH F..-\TRIC.-\U;; IS l i B

Greene doubele,s exaggerated the indignation of (he
religious for the sake of epistolary jocularity, as the audi 
ences were described as " sensible" ( that is, sympathetic ) ,
and no letters of protest appeared in the Gozene.

T he au thorities arc vague, bu t it seems clear that
H acker's H all was built , or remodelled for assemblies, in
late I 767 or early I76 3. J oshua H acker had come fro m
Salem to Providence perha ps as early as 1759. Accord ing
to Edwin M artin Stone ( Our French Allies, Providence,
188-1- , pp. 252-55) , "For many years he sailed a packet
between l'rm·iJ c: nce and Xewpor t , after re tiring from t hat
business he opened at the H all a house of entertainment."
O rigin ally the packet was run in part nership wit h Benj amin
Lindsey, but in 1766 (accord ing to an advertisement in
the Prw~·i"enu' (,'a'Zt'Il t.', August 9, 1766 ) the partnership
expired, Benj am in I .indsey forming a new partnership with
T homas Lindsey. I Iackcr contin ued his own packet , hut
eviden tly suffered fro m the competition, fo r in the Gazt'lle
for November 28 and December 12, 1767 , he in-e rred an
unu-uai lv long ad vertisement (half a column l, in which
he stated that he had been running his packet "fer upwards
of ten Years" and expressed the hope that " he shall not
want Employ." T hese are the la..t advcrti ..cmcnrs of his
packcr , and seven months later, on J uly 30, 1768, appears
the first mention of hi, H all, in the advertisement of a con
cert of instrumen tal music, to be followed by a ball.

T he H all , which W;IS on the east ..ide of South Ylain
Street, between Planet and Power, was (he scene of cele
brations given for Washington , Lafayette, Varnum, and
others. It was burned down in the "Grear Fire" of j anu ary
I gO I, and in 18R-I-, when Ylr. Stone wrote, a brick d welling
occupied the <itc.

.-h th is paper concerns theatrical.., it i~ worth add ing that
in Ilacker\ I Jai l, 011 September 18, 1769, the Beggar's
()pa(/ was perform ed by " n Person who has read and ..ung
in most of the grea t T owns in America. All the Sungs will
he sung. H e personate.. all the Characters, and enters into
the different I i umours or Pa..sion- , h they change from
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Ward-Greene Papers Acquired
T hrough the generosity of 183 contributors , represent 

ing 17 per cent of the Society's mem bership, we have been
ab le to acquire th e Ward-Greene Papers. Su fficient funds
were raised so that there will be a balance which will be
used to defray some of the costs of indexing, cata log uing ,
and ot her wise prepari ng th is valuable manuscript collec tion
for use h~' scholars.

I n addition . the W esterl y H istorica l Society has agreed
to contribute $500 toward the cost of publ ishin g selected
ma teria l from th e col lect ion , probahly th e C cvern or Samuel
W ard letters from the Co ntine nta l Congress.

one to anothe r, t hrough out the O pera." T he ad vertise
meu t in the Gaulle for September 9 and 16, 1769 was
repeated in the Boston N c-.J.:J L etter Septembe r 28, 1769
and agai n M arch :!J, 1770. It has been conjectured t hat th e
monol oguist was j am es Joan, a Boston teacher of instru
mental music and French, who is also conj ectured to han:
bee n the musician J ames Ju han who appea red later in
P hi ladel phia concerts.

In the intcrcsb of our theatr ical hisrorv, it is also worth
addin g that in the Gaulle for Decem~r I, 1792-just
two weeks before the deba te over allowing H arper 's com
pany to perform in Providence- appeared the advertise
mcnt of one M r. Rober ts, who was exhibiting at the court
house on December J " a Yarietv of Feats of Activitv on
the TI GHT and SLACK ROP'E, TIGHT and SL ACK
\\'IRE, &c, to conclude with the great IT.-\LIA:\
SHADES."

;, RII ODF. ISL:\ :'\D HI STORY
A Prc-Rcvolutionarv Incident

E_~ rr<vt~J b,\' :\1" , :\hlt y T . Ql' I""
.-{,(hi'-'" .f fh~ "'~" ./ Rh.,/~ l rl,, ~ .1

W hen the flagsh ip of the Hrirish fl eet commanded by
Ad miral M cnt agu en te red Xewport H arbor in j anuary of
1773, Fort Ge orge (here failed ( 0 tire a salute. T he result
was an exchange of let te rs between (he Brit ish authorities
and the R hod e l eland colonia l go ve rn men t.

On J .\larch, ha"ing had a report on t he incident from
the Adm ira l, the Earl of Dart mout h wrote as foll ows' to
Governor j oseph Wanton :
( Xo. 2 ) D uplicate W hitchJIJ. }J 'In ch 177}

G entlemen :
It Jrpearing by a letter from Ken .\Jmiul :\tonu gu 10 the Lords

of the Adm iralty, JJleJ (he 19l h of JJnuJr~', IhJl the f ort, in th e
H arbour of Rhod e Isb nJ , hJJ nOI pJiJ the proper Respect to the
Brit i,h n Jg ; T he King who is justlv incensed JI such Jn InJ ign itr ,
hJS commanded me to signif~' to ~'OU H is :\h j est( s Pleasure, that rou
do give the nocCSSJ~' or ders (hJI H i, :\hjest~" s Ships of war, coming
into Jny of the Porn within rhe CoI()n~' of Rhod e h b nJ $: having In
.--\lmi",]', tlJg or hfO.1J l'ennant hoi,h:J, be saluted in 'lUch mJnner .IS

is usual in JII othe r I'orts of H it :\hj est~" t Dominions in A m er jca.
I am

Genllemen
Your most obedient

humble servant
Da rtm out h

Governor & Company of Rhod e IsbnJ

Governor Wanton replied on I Jul y 1773:'
Rhod e hbnJ J uly I. 1773 

:\I\' Lor d.
" am honored with ~'our " <l rJ ,h ip\ FJ"o r, of the l .th<l of :\1Jrch

JnJ 1O.'h or Apr il bsl directed to the (;m'er nur JnJ Company of this
Co!om' which I shall C01l1111U nicJte 10 them at rhcir next Session-

Per'mit me to assure ~'ou r Lm J , h ip. IhJ I the Fon's not Saluting the
Br it ish Flag when :\J rnirJI :\ 1 0 11 1 ~ KU C~lI\e into tbis Cnlon~' in J anun y
last , WJ S not owin!t to the Walll of J rmJ'N "'11"\' of DUly and Rc,pect ;
but to an O rde r or ( ;on:rn mel1 l, pJI~c.i m~ Il ~' Years Siucc, "hen they
could not p"" ihly h.1 I'e ha.i the mc« distant IJ <: .1 of b<:ing hono red

' R, I. ~t" t ~ Ar d ,i \r .-l.dla ' t.j th,' (:""""",,_ \'11, <j ~,

" rn Ihe Frede r;ck S, (' cd : .\ bnu.c,;p l Coll e,'t ;' '' " ",,,. IlIr p'oprrty of It,e R, I.
Hi>! o, ;, . ] S oci rt~' ,



3 "rh ~ ,,«..ion, Up"" " hid, • ,opl ..lute ,o LJl d o~ fired ;01 lh ~ "'F,·m,. "f th <oI"ny
by tl,,· " LJn ll,·r at Fo,t Geur!t~ "ne rh~ l'.i ll ~ " bi"hda.,', hi' "'pI ''''''Ml' , ~i"oda)·,

tlo . d ,'.' .,f IIi . :\faj ~,,)-,••«'·"'un , tlo,. d•.,' "f ,,,,u n.ll i"n, ,,,d to. d" , ,.! ,h ~ . l.el;,, !l
,.f ~ , · n ("f . 1 o!fin·" fo r lh i. ".]ony. (R . I. C"lc"i,,1 R.."o,J,. \'11, 1'1-1 . )

I am af raid the Governor was stretching the truth a
little when he said that the Jaw governing the firing of
salu tes was of some years standing, because at the O ctober
Session, 1772 , t he General Assembly specified on what
occasions a salute should be fired from For t Geo rge, p rob
ably having some such contingency in mind." British ships
had been in and out of Newpor t harbor for some years but
nu ment ion is made in the act of a salu te fur an admiral's
flag or broad pennant.

T he incident covered by these letters ill ustrates the
temper of both sides under these minor provocations, so
it is no wonder larger issues caused an open revolt.
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with an Admiral's Flag; wh ich Ord er, JS it cootinu"d unrepealed.
ab>olule1~' pl.ll it OUl of my Power (0 direct the GUllS tired at the Public
Expencc on any O ccasion excepting such as wc n- allowable by Law.

T h is ApnloKI" [ mad e to the Admiral in Person. and Hattcred myself
that he wou'd have admitted the Exccsc : however as he has been
pleased 10 ment iun this Incident [0 t he Lords o f th e Adrniraltv your
Lo rdship will excuse me for la.\·ing this true State of Facts before J"uur
Lordsh ip in order to exonerate the Colon:" from th e imputation of
disr espec t to the Hrirish Flag: And I am pcrmadcd from that Bcnignit:v
whi ch pervad es :-nur Lonhhip's Admin istration, that such J Tepre
sentation of this :\laner will he made by :"our Lo rdship , as will restore
lht: Colony to H is \bjest:"'s :-' lost Graciuus I{ t:gard.

[ hal-e no doubt, hut, that the Assem blv will md er, that H is \ fa;cstv's
Ships of War coming into th is Colon}: and ha\-ing as one ,\d~l ir~l's
Flag or a broad Pennant h" i, tcJ, he ~.llutnl in such \b nnrr .J< i, usual
in all oth er Parts of H is \t.ljcsty's Dominions in America.

I ha ve the H onor 1<l be with grcat Respect .

:-' Iy Lord,
Your Lordship's

\ 10'1 ohedient humble Servant

r Wamon
Copy
T o the Farl of Dartmo ut h
O rigina l & Duplicate forward ed

Genealogical Contributions
L

By G. A'DRnv. ~ loR IA RTY, ,\ .:\1., LL.ll., F.S.A.

CAPT. \\' II .I.IA.,\! A:'oin I"ATHAr-;" \ \'A L K E R OF P ROV IDE N C E

In 1908 the well known English genealogist, the late
Gera ld Fot hergill of London, printed in the Ne-xEngland
Historical and Genealogical Register (vol. LX I I, p. 93 )
the abstract of the will of Nathan Wal ker of the British
Army, which he had discove red in the Prerogative Court
of Canterbury. T he will of Nathan Wal ker, ensign in a
detachment on the island of Ratan of H .:\ 1. Forces com
manded by M ajor J ohn Caul field which belonged to the
late American Regi ment, commanded by Colonel Gooch ,
was dated at Augusta, 25 November 17++ and proved in
the Prerogative Court 011 15 October 17+6. Ensign Walker
left his arrears of pay to his " cousin J ohn Gardiner, M er
chant , in R hode Island in New E ngland ." To Lie ut.
J enk ins of the aforesaid detachment and to Lie ut. Carre of
Brig r. \ \'olf's Regiment of M arines he left his silvcr-hi l tcd
sword, his silver shoe and knee buckles and a " blew coat."
H is executors were the above-named officers. The will was
witnessed by Francis H opkins, Alexander Cosby, and J ohn
Senn Harnett . '

T his ",'ill raises the question as to who this Nat han
W alker was and who was his "cousin J ohn Gardiner, M er
chan t," uf R hude Islan d. T he evidence so far collected is
meager, but it revea ls an interesting story,

On 6 M ay 1729, Kathan W alker of Providence was
admitted a freeman and on 26 February 1739/ +0, Capt.
W ill iam Walker uf Providence likewise was admitted."
T he Register of St. Paul's Church at Narragansett records
rhat un 14 October 17+2, between 2 and J A.:\1., Capt.
W ill iam W alker F.R.S. ( Fellow of the Roval Societv) of
Providence died suddenly " in t he chami)Cr with' Col.

I J' .('"'C. JH F.Jm~ ~JI .

" R. I . C.l.~i,,1 RN O' ,f', IV, 4"0. 56 ;. ~" o t h er rllm '; " n 0/ tl'cot" n"·,, uem ," in
the I'm' ft"J «lluni . l r~,,,, d. " f R. l.
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Updik e and :'\l r. J ohn Checkley Jr., and was interred in ye
churchyard of St. Paul 's Xarraga nset t t he 15th of the said
monrh . T he sermon was preached by the Dr. IRev. J ames
.\bcSparran J"u The South Kingstown records at the time
of his death descr ibe him as " of Engl and." In 17+3 D r.
.\ lacSparr:tll was appointed ad ministrator on the estate of
"Will iam Walker gentleman, btl' of Providence in the
County of Providence." T he probate account shows a
charge fur postage for writing au advice of Capt . W al ker's
deat h to D r. Baker of St . Xlicbael's, Corn hill, London,
and for po-tage on a letter to Dr. Bancroft ( probably the
Dr. Bancroft who was -ecrcta rv of the S ocierv for the
Propagation of the Gospel J relating to Capt . W aiker 's son,
and also for postage on " anut her dbl . letter from young
sd, Walker himself ." T he death of Capt. W alker is also
recorded in the Providence records. Dr. .\ lacSparran's
d iary, under dat e o f 2.1 September 17+3, notes the receipt
of a letter frum M rs. W alker , who was probably the widow.'
On 25 :\ lay I U O, being W hitsunday, Xarhan Walker, an
adult, was baptized by Dr. .:\lacSparran, who, with his wife
and her brother J ohn Gard iner ( i.e., Col. John Gardiner
of Boston Neck, South Kingstown) were his chosen
witnesses."

Ir may be suggested that this Xathan is identica l with
the man who was made a freeman of Providence in 1729
and that he i.. the ensign who made his will at Rat an in
17++. Capt . Will iam W alker, F. R.S., was probably a near
kinsman of Xat han. It would he interesting to learn more
about Capt , W ill iam. Perhaps the records of the Royal
Society, eldest of the learned societies of Great Britain,
may reveal something about hi.. career . I II.' evidently came
to Providence from England shortl y before 17J 9 and the
above record ......how that his son W 3.S at Xarragnnsetr as
late as 17+.1.

" I ii.".'" "f f h,· ,\d"dl" ""'ff I.'h."h, ( ;" " J " ," , r J .• l, 2 ~ 4; II , \10 .

, , ~,.t , I . q 'I . ; \i .

, ib,.t. II, ; 21· \ 24.
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T he question stil l remain .. as to who wa .. t he John
Ga rdi ner named in the will of the ensign, and how "were
they cousins.

George Gardiner, the early ..cttlcr of Xewport , after
his separation from H eredia.. Long -Hicks, his common law
wife, married , in 166 5, Lyd ia, da ughte r of Robert Ballou
of Portsmouth, R. I. , and Boston. After his d eat h Lvdia
married Wi lfi.unl lawkius of Providence Oil 1+ J une \-6 78
and went to that town to live, taking with her the five
young child ren she had by Gardiner, among whom were
J o~~h and :'\bry_· O n 18 J uly 1690, -'Ja ry Ga rdiner
mar-r-ied Archibald "Ta lke r at Provid ence and had the
foll owing issue: Charl e.., born 6 -' lay 1691; Susannah,
born 28 September 1695; Abigail, born 15 j an uar-..
1698/ 9; H ezckiah, born 1+ .\larch 1101/2 . ~athani~1
I : ,Va tlum l, bom 26 JIOU ' 17tH ; Anne, born 1+ l-ebruarv
I ro8~ . · .

J oseph Gardiner, brother of :'\Jarv Walker , lived in
Xcwport. H e was the father of J ohn Gardiner of Xcwport
who was a prom inent merchant there and Deputy Governor
of Rhode Island front 1756 to 176+. H e died 29 J anuary
J76+ and is bur ied under 3. tlat armorial tombstone in the
'" .."ewport cemetery,

T here can he littl e doubt but that the Xatb uniel or
Xarban W alker horn in Providence 26 j une 170+ i::. the
man baptized by D r. -'lacSpar ran as an ad ult 0 11 25 M av
17+0 and that he is the ensign of Rutan who wa.. a cou..i,~,
as stated in his will, of J ohn Gardiner of Rh ude b land ,
I t seems likely that Capt, William W alker, F.R .~ . , mav
have been his kinsman , pe rhaps hi.. uncle and a brother of
Archibald, and that this W illiam rem ained in En gland and
only came to Providence in, or shortly before, 1739.

:'\ Iore re..enrch remain.. to he do ne bv anvone inrcre..red.
T he Providence and South Kingstown records shou ld he
..carched , and t he record of Capt. W ill iam Walker in the
records of the Royal Society should be obtained.

~ r."l<dl~li...l l);ai~N" ' .•'. f R. I ., .-\", t;", pp. 12, Sl ·~ ~ . l IS ; Fh, (;",,/"""-f
.Y"""f""Uft, ~." l'u"l j ,,~ Eo k " bi" ,,,,, . pp. t, 2M,.

7 th, Cd"'i",,, at .\·"....t"""", p. 206.
•»u. rr ..1. t , ~.. .
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(-;rollnd and Buil,l ings

Lectures

~t"te of Rhode lsl.1 n,1 Account

Misc ellaneou s

Vl.musrrip t Copiell
Sccurirics l'u rchascd

J ohn I Iutchins Cady and P hilip D. Cree r showed pla ns
for a proposed addi tion to the present building wh ich would
provide the Society with a larger auditori um for lect ures
and also with space for display of pictures and our historical
collections. A discussion of these plans bro ught the meet
ing to a close.

G. And rews M oriurtv has contributed mor e "Add itions
and Cor rections to Au'st in' s Genealogi cal D ictionary of
R hode Isla nd " to the J anuary, 19+5, issue of T he 0'1merican
Genealogist, T he sam e issue a lso carries " T he Parentage
of George Gardiner of N ewpor t, R. I.. " by the same author .
and a note on Richard Ing raham of Rehobot h, M a-s.,
( 16+3) by J ohn Benjamin Nichols.

France and Rhode lslond, 16Sfi- 1SO{) , by :'ola ry Ellen
Loug hrey of Rhode Island Coll ege of Ed ucation has been
published recently by King 's Crown P ress, a division of
Columbia Uuivcrsi tv Press, Xew 'York Citv. Another stud v
of F rench activity i ~ this State i.. to be fou;,d in Wht'fl Th~
Frellrh tl' ere l l ere , hy Stephen Bonsai, published by
D oubleday Doran ; it dea ls with the F rench expeditionary
force sent to X ewport during the Revolution.

A pamphlet. Gt'orge II . Corliss of Rhode lslan.l, 1817
1888, by Ruben St owe H olding, presiden t of the F rankl in
Vlachinc & Foundry Company of Providence, has been
published by the N ewcorncn Society, N ew York City.
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T he R hode b la nd H istorica l Sccictv's 123rd annua l
meeting was held the eve ning of Tuesday, J anuary 30,
19-1- 5. T he following officers were elected:

Charles B. Mackinney, president ; H enry D. Sharpe and
Richard Lebaron Bowen, vice-presidents; Ronald C.
Green, j r ., secre tary , George 1.. M iner, treasurer; H oward
"T. Wi lson, assistan t treasurer.



New .\ 1cmhl'rs of the

Rhod e Island H istorical Society
Sin« ' .I , ,,, u .If ~' 1, PH,

Col. D", i. (;. ,\rn<>].l. . \ . l· . ~ .

( ln.rcrivc)
.\ Ii" 1)" tol h.I' C. Ib n 'l

:'\ e" Yor k ,~ . Y.
D r. HC' l erl ey \ \ ' . HOll.l, .lr.

C incinnati. O hio
Dr. H C IH~' ~t""k COlllnn g" r

\' I'W York.:-: . Y.
\ 1r. Rog er Willi.nus Cool I'

\ I r. Re bert Fulle r D.l '
\I r. "I'hcmlor e E. Ik ~ta

C entral F.l lls, R. I.
RI'\' . Frederick C. Fclc v, 0.1'.
.\ I r. .\ 11\' 11 H. Forbes .

• 1\""\0 11 , \1.1", .
\ li s, \1:l rjo rie 1'. ("i r' llt
Capt. \\' illiam Ci rusrcllor , .\ . l ' .-".

[Lnac tivc]
RI,j.l , Kd logg, \ 1.1),

Woonsoc ket, R. I.
\ l r>. EJ \\ .1T.j R. Lr ssonc

Ed gC\HMhj, R. I.
\ l r. l l amilton C. \ b n lougalI

wellesley, :\1.l".

:\ I r. 1."0 D. \ h rsh,i11
Pawtucket , R. l.

\lr. Lewis II. \1<-a,k r,.l r.
,·:.lge"oo.l, R. I.

:'II i" .\ I .leg.Hct ~ . \l orri",
.\ Jr. EJ \\arJ C. l'nhucr
\ lr s. F d"" lr.1C . !'almer
I Jr . Charles I\ 'n rosc

\ \ '" st C hester, !'ellll.,.
\I r. Frederic \ \ '. Rounds

\I r. E.jw in F. Sherman
B.nr ing ton, R. I.

Il r. s. K. -"te l'e ll<
I l " rri"hurg,I 'enn.1.

\ Ir. Francis "lavlor
Seekon k, \h,;,;.

Prof. Will -" . ' I'avlor
R. (;. W . \ 'ail

~e\\' Yorl.:\. Yo

\ I r,. \ \ "I1t" r Il . \V 'lt Sl lll
~orth I' rm i,k ll"c·. R. l.

:\ lr . Ri, hm l E. wheeler

Gift to the Cruiser Provi dence

T he R hod e Island H istorical Society, through its presi 
dent , Charle s B. 'vlackinn ey, was among the first to step
forward with a gift for the cruiser l'rovidrncr, soon to he
commissioned by the U. S. Xuvv. T he Society offered to
provide <o rne 5(1 or GO hunks on Providence and R hod e

Island history fur the sh ip's library, in the belief that rhi-,

woul d give the vessel's crew a ll idea of the background of
the ri t ~· fur which rheir ship h:\S been named.
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