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R ural Ec onomy in R hode Island

200 Years Ago
c

As Revealed in the Account Books
of Benoni Waterman of W arwick

1733- 17+0

By CARL R. \\' OODW I\ RD, P II . }). *

Few source materials uf history arc more intriguing or
more fruitful than the account books of t he rural store
proprietor and community trade r of the 18th Century.
I Iere an: pictured the activitie s of the neig hborh ood which
revolved around the economi c and <orial center at the cross
roads, T o the st udent who wishes to d ig underneath the
veneer of political and military history to understand how
the people of the time reall y Jived, they yield a rich harvest
of human facts, a record of dav-to-dav existence of the
people of the time-the food they ate', the clothes they
wore , and the prices they paid for these things. T hey reveal
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the arts and the cra fts which served society, the pursuits at
which the commo n man ea rned his dail v brea d , and the
...."ages received for th e different trpcs of iahor.

Among the collections of the Rh ode I sland l Iistoricnl
Society are severa l hooks which reflect the life in W ar wick
200 years ago. One of these belonged to Benoni W aterman,
who kept a genera l store at Old W arwick. T he precise site
is unkn own but there is reason to believe it stood near
\Vharf Street, leadin g from Appcnaug Road to the Co\'C.
Benoni W at erm an appears to han engaged in farm opera
tions on his own accoun t and to have provid ed sen-ices for
other farms in the neighborh ood . H e was, in fact, a "lead 
ing cit izen, " as active in publ ic affairs as in his commercia l
ventures.

F rom his older brother J ohn he acquired th e W ater-man
homestead in Old Warwick, where he lived unti l his death
in 1787. With another brother, Resolved, he engaged in
foreign commerce. T he two brot hers, Capt ain J ohn of
Xewport and Capt ain Resol ved , were master mar iners, the
latter commanding thei r vessel , a brig.

Benoni W aterm an' s was a busv life. T here was scarcelv
a tim e between 174-0 and I no when he was not engaged i ~
some publ ic se rvice-s-now as a member of the grand or
petit jury, again as surveyor of highways. For more than
20 years he was a member of the T own Council , serving at
times as T own M oderator, For nine years he was deputy
to the colonial Assembl e. Bet ween 174-2 and 1760 he was
an office r of mil it ia, as captain, major, and hnall y colonel
of the Kent County Regiment.

Benoni married Sarah Wickes of Wa rwick and the y had
three children: :\Iary, J ohn, and Benj amin .'

Benoni Waterman's fascinating hook, now browned with
age, records the accounts which he maintained with some
4-0 of his fellow citizens. T hese are mainly j ust names to
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us toda y, excep t as we interpret them in the light of thei r
accounts. Besides his brothe r Rewind, seven are known
to han: been from W arwick: J eremiah Lippitt , town clerk
fur 34- years, J ohn Lippitt , J ohn Gcreardy, Bar low Greene,
Capt , Amos Lockwood, Samuel 'Varner , Susannah ' Varner ,
and Rubert Westgate. T here was also Robert Gibbs, of
P rovidence. Among the ot her nam es more clearly defined
were John Aplin, " schoolmaster ;" M r. H unt, "the boat
man," :\I r. Smith of T au nton, " boarman ; " Captai n J ona
than Chase, of Xewport ; Will iam \\.ood, " mariner; " and
:\I r. Beeles, of Boston, " the d rover."

A g reat va riety of transact ions appear in the seve ra l ac
coun ts- goods bought and sold: grains, fru its and other
farm products; livestock, mea t, butter and cheese ; house
hold supplies and beverages, drygcods and notions; farm
tools, hardware and build ing supplies ; firewood, powder
and shot-a multitudinous list of commodities fur those
days of simple living.

T hen, too, there is a de tailed record of various service
ope rations , of far m work such as making hay, planting
corn , hoeing tobacco, and threshing barley. M en were
hired for cutting wood, for car ting timber, for washing and
shea ring sheep, for killing hogs, and for plowing, T here
is also a record of much weaving of di fferent types of cloth,
of making shirts and shoes, uf mending cart wheels, and of
tan ning skins,

Let us ta ke a look at a few typical pages. The foll owing
is from th e account of J ohn D avis. It appears that 'Vater
man sold him salt, turnips, mo lasses, flax, veal, and butter,
and that he and his N egro actually did work on J ohn D:1\·;,,'
farm, plowing and carting, and that he hired out his marc
to :\ Ir. Davis to "wride."

9 lr~gel ;'\,,\"(·mbc r ~~ 29' 11 1714 or John OJ \ is
T o : one J'<-,d ,,{ ~,,!l one pound Chocolate ' 1J
T o: one HLI, hll of 'I'umups at 2,h/6<1 rs
T o : new :,olc-jnl{ of one rare of y~ womans Shoes:
T o : the usc of mv marc 1 : I>.I \ S : T o wridc
T o : th e IHi,l ing ;'f my marc to 'ye fullingmill
T o : On e q uart oi molasses
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One of the most interesting accounts is that of Isaac
Scrukc, pre sumably an Ind ian, who " worked out" his bill
as a general ut ility hand, His purchases in 1736 amounted
to 8 pounds, I shilli ng and 8 pence. T o pay for these, and
more , he is cred ited with severa l weeks' wages, tota lling
17 pounds, 6 pence.

'1',, ; one pound of fin
T o : one Ihy & half of Illy self & negro plow ing

& C art ing
T o : 61b: of Veal at -l- 2/ 1d pI pound vs
T o : ---one qua rt of mola"""
T o: one pound of butter at 20,1pef pound
T o: 'i0ar! of
T o one Da~-s work of mr negro & oxen & 4/3 of

eric Jay of mjsclf all

august t he 9 ' h 17 .1 ; : Rccn ncJ then with me John D avis

and I,; D ue to me to Hallancc acts
aug ust T o : a pcrsc] l of cahige & Squshcs & Bee n. all
\_c 2i1h T o : Cash Lent h im the sum of
:1'0-56 foot of gycc [joist ] after r C rate of -i- £_; ,h

F" thous :
T o : one pound of Candle> at :Wd pr pound
T o : 4- : bushel I of Purt alnc! at 4' h pr bush"
T o : Cash p.liJ son
T o 7 fCCI of wood at 14, h pr Co rd

march the: 2.~:r,j 17.15/ 6 Il' John Davis
T o : IWO bu,hl! o f Rn at ; "/ 6")'f bush ll

T o : 2 quarts of ruol.uscs 31:5':6 per gallon 11
november
I i36 '1'0 :2 : B u ~h l1 of T urnu ps at :4': pThu~hll

Do :-'I'o :one \' ounJ of '!' o],aco ,u: 12d:p r
Do :-'I'o : Ca,h L" nt .I·" U 10' : .1l lll.'· house

T o : Ih mage of :.emarc ---- - - -

1- 10- 0
0- 2· 3
O· I - 3
0- I· II
0- 0- 6

0- 13- 9

John Lippin: D r: J une and J uly li3 i :
Colt 2/ 6 T o : pasturing your mare :i .weck s and

yearling:Sdo pr week
T o: past uring :'ou r horse R weeks at 3' pr

J une ye 17th T o: l loI lb: of Vele at 6" pr
173 11 T o one Skin for an apro n
august: to.pasturing yr mare.giweeks at : 3' rr wec ke

T o : one bush ll of Corn
September T o : Cured Lealher COllies to
T o : T ailing one Calf skin 2/ 6
T o : 93:lbof Red at Sd pr

~la l" :li3 6 : T o :2 :Dal's work of mv oxcn at .1'/0
rna~' ve 29 :lh T o: 16ib: +/ 1 of \ 'e'le at ; 0.1
J U~ t: 1(llh: R,I' : 191b 4/ .' of " ele at ~d pr
D" r e 19,h: By.one quarter of vclc 15Ib -l/ 1 at Sol
D" I'·: 291h : Hv one Q uar ter of vele I Slh: at i d

T o 'pJ<luring vour 01.1 ox i wce kcs at 3' pr wee k
T o : y. Pasturing of your young horse : 17 2/ 1 D o .11

3' pr
T o pasturing rour 01.1 m air & coh . j o: Do) a t 3' :p r

.... £-s -d

2- I· 0
I· 4· 0
u- 9- 0
0- 2- (,
1- 4- 0
0- Pl_ 0

0- 1S· 0
0- 2- 6
1-1 4-1 0

8- (1 (1-10

£ 0- 6- 0
0- 6- 'I
0- 11- 3
0- 6- 4
0- 6- .1
1- 1- 0

2· 12- 6
2- 8- 0

I- I ll . ()

Appurcntly something happened to the mare, for the
account includes a charge for damages of 2 shilli ngs , 6
pence. III th is account, also, Waterman ar r ears as a money
lend er , on a small scale, for in 1735 he loaned Davis 2
pounds, 5 shilli ngs, and again the next r ear 10 shillings.

Another typical account was that of J ohn Lippitt ,
W aterman pastured Lippitt 's horses and cattle , sold him
grain, meat and leat her, and apparent ly tanned leather
for him,

Dr lsa.1e ~ctukes: T o one 1).1: 'S plowi ng at 20 '
T o : (, 2/ l lb of Cheese at :9 :<1 pr
T o: 5 2/ I \h of " cle: -l 2/ 1<1

T o: I O:4/ l lb of \ 'd c .1 l Sd p r

T o : I l lb 3/ 4 0f Woll al1 3'
'1'0:2 : <juarts of Solt
T o : i tb 4/3 of Cheese at lld pr pound Com e, to
T o : 6 :110 of " cle at 5" pr
T o : one pare of Shoes at I P pr
T o : S:lh(lf~olt Pork at l Id Pr

£ I · 0- 0
0- 4- 9
0- 2- 0
0- -l- 3
(l· l l· ')
0-00- 6
0- S- 2
(1 - 2- 6

0- 14- 0
0· -l. i
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Somewhat in similar vein is the account of J ohn Gcrc 
nrd y, a weaver. Wa ter-ma n appears to have engaged
C crcardy to do wenving , and the latter's earnings more
than paid for the supplies he purchased at the Waterman
store .

T o : 9"> .. I : of Che~ ;11 1'1,1 pr pound Comes to: 0- (,_ 2
T o: One Rushll 5: h..lf of Corn JI ; . pr bushU 0- 10· to
T o: one new Sin: C..sk or USI Ii 0· 16- t,
T o : one Cbeese w .. id I Slb 2 il pounJ ..IIOJ pr Conlt_"J lo O- 11- (,
T o : I Orb muuon J( 6 01 Pr pounJ 0- 5- II
T o : 6:111 of :,<,It I'or l n: I I" pr 0- 5- b

T o : 2 bushd of "rpJ,:, at 1 '6 0- 5- 0
T o : one Chc.~ w .. id: 121b "1 9'1 pr pound 0- 9- 0

0- 14· 0

0-111 - ,
,- 5- 'I

1·1 1- 'I

0- 12- 0

0- ,1- 0
0- 1- .. 1

11_ 1_ 6

ll- H- 0
0- 2· 9

5- '1- ,
£ d

:0- 'I- •

(). , - 6
0- , . 6
l · h l· J 2/1
0- 11- _1
(I . 3· q
O. 3- (,
O. 1_ (,

O· I - IO
(1- 7· 0

OCloocr \'~

4 :lh 17 ~:; T o "ne Ch\"t"SC WJiJ: -lIb at 9'1 F" pound:
Dino: T o : one quart of mol">R"J
november
,,~ l-l :' b T o: Cuh paid you -------
T o: 2: B II~ h lJ of soh.il ;· r-bushll

T o: 2: <j1l..rU of molJue~

(do)
feb:)"" 2nd T o: one bushd of Rve at 7 6 F"
nuy ~~ 18'h (do)
june ~'~: 2nd: T o: ' Sib 4 / 1 :'https Wool at 2' (,01 pr
.. lIguSI ~~ .. I h I Sib of Chn-se n crl pr
Dino : T o half Bush" of Rve: .1":9" Is
octobe r T o: !< 4/1 vcle Jt '5.1 Pr pound
D" T o: Cash paid for ~'ou 10 H J: neJ
0 " T o: 9 2/ 1 of m utton at :; .1 pI pounJ

·1'0: 7:11> of ' I '..J1"w at 11'1 pr pound

th e ye ar 1735 : C red l John G.ir iJJ y
Ju ne ~.~ 14,h , 1735/ 6 Reconcd as IN)\"e sd Jn J Due

10 John G.ir iJdr
november
the: ~Ih T o: weave..in~ one puce of Cloth: 12 2/ 1 }ds

at: 14 ,1 : Fr ~'d:

T o: "-e.i\·eing Ii : \'J. of fb.nd: 9: vds
~tripc:J:2:CulioT5: .ill: •

october 17,1t'>: T o : '\'enein~ of 39~d . : of bbnliling
.iL l "'''

november I i 36 T o wu,-eing 30 yds: of fhnel:
16 : srripcd all

Dec ember : T o: wu,'einJ:: 12 rd, of: COlton .& L in i n~

"I 12.1 :

(,· 11- 5

;\"0 two accounts arc alike. }Iere and there arc items of
special interest. In rhc account of Willi am Wood, " at th e
Great Pond," Benoni Wa terman made a charge of one
shilling on two different occasions fur " Carrying your Corn
to miII for vou." II c aIso credits :'\}r. \ \'ood fur his services
in chopping wood "at my timber land ," fur splitting rails,
and for can ing the wood. l Ie charges J ohn Lippitt live
shillings for "till ing one Harrill of beer for you." lie also£ • , • .I

0- Il_ 9

0- 10· (I

0- 4· .;

1-00- 0
0· 10- 0
0· 12- II
0- 5- 0
0- 5- 0

£ - , - d
I· 0- 0
O· 1- t,
0- ;_ n
0- 5- 0
(I. 5· n
0- 10· \I

£0- 111- tl
I·no· (l

C re:U ' 1SJ..iC:'.:Iul", :'loI n : 1736
T o: 4 : nJ~-S work beJli ng Ihmg .& mal ing hedg 5: fence:
T o: wJ~h i ng Sheep for me one half On '
T o :;he<' ring Sheep one OJ~' for me .
By hoing m~' Corn in y~ n ec k )"~ firS l lime oyer
By 1"'0 Days huing JI mr house
By : IWO Days hning at my hou se
H.I' : 3:Da,\"S mowing the tint \\\ 'cl
By : J & une third D" the Second Wccl - - - - 
( ~ lo"'i nJ: Jrd-Zth week]
'1'0: mowing abough Iab"lll ] :1: l.£)JJ of nu l r I. h and

RJ. h ing it ~'~ II lh 0- 18- 0
T o;:;: DJYs mowing and making mJr<h & thath

( lhJ leh J }r 9th Do
To :" :DJ~"! work:l'id ing up:"rplc-i fencing stoke &:

gathering in Corn:
1'0:2: DJ~'~ work: Cribin~ Curn & gJ{hcring f><'
1'0:2 0 avs gi ling of thJ lh in \-~ ned
1'0 :1 OJ;' killing Heefe •
T o :1 : DJ~' lilJing Ifoggs al:-pr
T o :2 :"","d ,$,; 2/ 1 of wood JI S..mmons me..dow at

3"!6d rr cord
T o :2 : DJYs work Ihn hing bJrJe~'

T o : cuting one Cord 5: hJlf of ,,00..1 JI 3" '6.1

J llnc ~'~ : 7th' 1735 Rcccned lhcn wirh I" hn GJriadv
Jnd I. Due 10 him 10 Balb n.:e· J<:t' .
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charges Wood with one gallon and a half of rum at nine
shill ings per ga llo n, and a pound of tobacco at eight pence.
In the account of Resolved Waterman appe ars two ounces
of " I ndcgo" at 2 shillings, 6 pence per ounce. At the same
time , sugar i~ listed at 16 pence per pound , and a barre l of
molasses containing .100 ga llons, at .... shillings, 6 pe llce
per ga llon, sells for 6 pounds, 17 shill ings and J pence.
Coffee is listed in this account at eigh t pence per pound.

Robert Westgate was the vill age carpe nter ; Waterman
paid him 15 shillings in 1735 for making a cheese press.
The following year, he hired him to make window frames,
and also paid him fin : shillings "towards yr town Gate."
In 1737 he hi red him for a dav 's work, and also hired his
appre ntice, "Hatty," fur three"days. T hat year, also, he
pu rchased 600 bricks from Westgate at fin: shi ll ings a
hundred .

In 1738, Water man apparently was engaged in a canvass
to raise mone y either to build or to support a schoolhouse.
H e charged Philip G reen 10 shill ings for " Cash you Sub
scribed towards y~ Schoolhouse," and in Xovember of th at
year he paid to Samuel Stafford 14 shillings for the same
purpose. Samuel Stafford was the village blacksmith, for
his account includes such items as the foll owing :

"Shewing or $eting one pJ. re of shews on ~~ Little marc.'
"::'hewing mr ~·oung mare wilh :~ : new ShOl'5 cone heal."
" \ h,nJing my Cnl wheal with J. clasp.'
" ;"lenJing mr Plow."
"Shewing my ~-oung mare with:2: new Shoe5 J.nJ 5<:ling 2 old ones

behind."
Peter "Tailer" appears to have been an itine rant shoe

maker. In 1736, he is credited with "making 4- pare of
womans shoocs at my house," 17 shill ings , 6 pence. Later
in the year, he is credited with "making one pare of shews
for our Henne," live shillings.

According to the record , H ugh Stone was hired by
Waterman April I, 1736, for a period of six months, at
four pounds per month. T he account shows that Waterman
charged him for "wosred Stcckens ," one pound, that he
paid "mr. Dennison" eight shillings for "makeing y"

briches," and Catherine West 10 shill ings, 6 pence for
"makeing yT Shir t." H e also leur him cash from time to
time, on one occasion "when ycu 's going to Shantic uck"
[ Meshanticut J" Hut for -eve rnl da~·s' lost time, the pay of
the hired man was proportionally " docked ."

T he account of Capt. Resol ved \\"aterma n is inte resting
because of the frequency with which purchases of rum are
charged. Apparentl y it was not all for the purchase r 's own
consumption, for some of the entries arc like this one: " one
quart of Ru m to old Isaac, Js-Zd. " T his "old Isaac" was
probably Isaac Seruke. Resolved Waterman may han : been
chari tably disposed toward a penniless old tope r. M ore
likely, he was paying Isaac for services rendered- and in
the latter's favorite coin,

In 1737, Benoni paid his brot her J ohn £ 18 for the pre
vious vear's rent of "mv land and stock." W het her this
was th~ former 's place o{business in Warwick or some other
property, does not appear. The broth ers , it seems, also
engaged in the traditional Yanke e habit of horsetrading,
for in October, 1737, we find Benoni purchased from J ohn
" one Rone horse at £ 17," Other items in the account, such
as "Cash paid William Rhodes & for y~ freigt of your
molases in his Vessel," 6 pounds, 13 shil lings, 4- pence,
reflect th e commercial relationships of the broth ers.

From :\11. Smith the boatman, of T aunton, Waterman
purchased build ing materia ls: 1000 shing les at 4- I shill ings
per thousand, and 200 "Clabbord s" at 16 shill ings per
hundred.

Waterman's activities as a tnuncr arc suggested in the
purchase of "half one Conrd of Bark" at 30 shilli ngs per
cord , and al so in an item in the account of " old :'\ Iiah," an
Indian, in 1739, "mendin g y~ Bark Stone," I shi lling,
6 pence.

Old .\.Iiah was hired for a variety of d uties, for example,
" making oven ," mendin g carr wheels, shingling the house,
"R uffi ng out a yoke," mend ing a sled , mending a plow,
whit ewash ing, building a stove chimney, and so forth. In
J anuary 1737, .. Ind ian Margery" came to work for Water -



man. Also, in 1736, Xlcribc Lee was engaged for six weeks
at seven shillings per week.

Barl ow G reene , it appears, was the local medico , if we
may judge from t he foll owing item in the account of Isaac
Seruke, who is charged with "Cash pd bar !o Green for
bleeding you," J shilling". O n one occasion, Wate rman
charged Barl ow G reene two shillings for gelding his horse.
H e al-e pastu red G reene 's cakes for 2+ weeks d uri ng the
season of 1736.

Ap parentl y Rhode b land sheep fou nd a market in
B oston, for we find an account with "mr Heeles of Boston,
D rover," of whom, Waterman noted, "I bought my Last
Sheep." and makes a fur ther memo on " 13 sheep he left to
take the next time at 23 shill ings per Sheep," which would
ind icate tha t Waterman pastured the sheep for the d rove r
between trips. In 1737, Waterman sold .\ l r. Beeles 10
shee p at 2+ shil lings each.

Anot her weaver in t he village was Francis Atwood, and
his wife, too, seems ttl have been skilled in t his art. T he
account of "Francis Atwood or his wife" lists severa l jobs
of weaving wors ted, linen, "fulled Cloth ," flannel, and
" Cotten Checks."

Some of the wood from Benoni's wood lot was ship ped
to his brot her J ohn at Xewport ; the account in 1738 shows
a charge of I pound , 5 shillings for "Carti ng sd wood to r~

Boat Side" ; al~u 6 pounds, 10 shilli ngs, 6 pence for "the
frnigbt of sd wood to newp'. " 1n the same transaction was
(j shillings, 6 pence "Cash Paid the Coa rder at newp' " and
7 shil l ings, 3 pence " Cash Paid for the whorfnge of sci
wood ." In J ohn Waterman \; ac~o u n t also a ~rea r:; , in ,1 ~39,
the sale of seven bushel s uf "winter apples at I shi lling ,
6 pence, a bushel.

O ne accoun t of considerable interest is t hat of Ada m
Lowe. In October , 17J3 , Waterman charged him one
pound for fill ing "two ban-ill of Sider," T o pay for t he
cider , Lowe engaged to swinglc flax for W aterman, 60
pounds at 4- pence per pound.

T o hi' cont inued .
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in P rovidence

T he stockholders of the Providence National Hank and
T he Hlackstoue Cana l X ational Hank voted on Sep tembe r
~6, 19+5, to ap prove the terms of a merger of the. f WO insti
tutions submitted by t heir respective Boards of Di rectors on
August ~3. T his move will hring together the .two old:st
bank:' in Providence under the name of the Providence Xa
tiona! Hank, second oldest bank in the U nited States. From
an histo rical point of view it is to be regretted t h a ~ the name
"Blackstone Canal," which once held such promrse for the
growt h of Providence, will no~' di~1.ppcar fro~ cu~rent

usc and have meaning only for historians and antlqu:lnan~.

T he merged bank will occupy the quarters of the P rovi 
dence Xational Bank at Ino Westminster Street, which
will be extended throug h to Wevbos-e t Street in order to
provide enlarged space capable of caring for a business with
resources in excess of : 66,000,000. T he consolidated bank
will han a capital of 1- 2,000,000, consisting of 80 ,000
shares of $25 par value stock, and a surplus of $3,250,000.

T he Providence Hank 1 was founded October 3, 1i91, in
large measure as the resu lt of the efforts of J ohn Brown to
provide banking service for Providence. j abez Bowen, J ohn
Brown and J ohn j cnckes, leaders in the group of mer~~a nts

who had do ne so much tu promote the growth of the l'own
of Providence. had attempted to establish a bank in 178+,
hut the time was not ripe and the project fell through.
R hode Isla nd had to suffer fro m a final eruption of paper
money before her people recognized the necessity of soun d
banking.

After the General Assem bly had repea led the Legal
T ender Act, the Cunsriturion had been ratified by Rhode
Island , and Congr ess had chart ere d t he Bank of the United

'The (' ,o vidence n.nk bera",. Ihe P'Q",d,,,," :-i.I;"n.1 Ilank June )0, \S6;:.
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At the publ ic meeting in the Court H ouse on J une +,
W elcome Arnold was elected moderator, and O lney \\'in
sor, clerk. T he proposed form of "Constitution" for t he
Hank was discussed and unanimously ad opt ed. There wer e
to be 625 shares of stock, 50 of which were reserved for th e
State of Rhude Isl and and 125 shares for t he T reasurer of
the United States, but the)" never exercised their options ;
+50 shares were available to the publi c. The subscribers
were asked "to bring forward their names ro lled up, speci
fying t he number of shares they choose to be concerned ,
within one hour. \\'hen the time expired , th e subscriptio n

' l' h i l . d ~l p h i . , Th ~ Ihok "I :"onh Am"i", io"orpo.. t~d by COnjl"rc.. , 17XI, oy
I'~ omyhan i . , 1~~2, R,,, t,m, 17X.j., x,·.... York, 17S4, "nd R, ltimon·, 1790. Onl.,
,h. flA nk 01 S.w y ,,, k ,~main . '<od. )·.

a ll " p< F. K . n < .nd W . G , R".lhr, " Th, Found in, "I 1hl l' t H id'·l\" · lI.m k,"
Rhode l."~ ~ ,/ Ifi, ' " , i.-" I .\0<"1".' C"II'dioN'. \, ,, 1. X XXI V (jAnu",.., IQ.j.]), pp,
Ill·2 X. Th. nrill"in.,II.tl~ro arc in tb . ..In ' ... lI",,,n P"pa• • t R.l.I/ ..~.

States (i t opened for business February 25 , 179 1) , j ohn
Brown and his brother M oses believed t hat the time had
come to revive the proposal to establish a bank in Provi
dence. So J ohn Brown and his son- in-la w part ner, J oh n
f rancis, issued a call for a public meeti ng to he held in the
Representat ives Cha mber in the Court I l ouse, at 3 P . ;\1.,
June-l-,I 791.

T here is a gap in the record until Au gust 1-1- when J ohn
Brown wrot e to his bro ther M oses:

I am Fullcj- of Your Opiniun that now is the T ime to Finance a
Bank hear, and I am E xr rt,fi rtg Sf/t'r)' that rou arc Obloiged to be
out of T own tomorrow . .. I fuller Join You that this T own must
of Course he lnsig nificnut and I rna.'· ad ~ Iileu"le in point of \I.'cl th,
when Compared with the Four T own, ' in [he Union who now h'•rvv
8 ,m /o Est.•blished r.] But b,'· our Exur rions and Forming a Good &
Substantial Foundation for the Commert ial, :'\lanufactoral, & \la
canical Riseing Generat ion it m.l.'· in time become no Inronsida
able Cappetcll. But without a ~p r i ng to promute O ur Young \lell
in Buissiness he<lr, they must & will Cont inue to go to Such places as
will Ai,l them with the Means of Huissiness. & in Short all our
Weith L] I Mean the w elch as fast as "\c'luired in this SUle 1,1
must be Transfered to [hose O ther States who h~· their Banks pro
mote all the Valuable Arts of Mankind

I a,l no more, nnl~· th<l[ I .11ll Your
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closed, and the Chairman IWelcome Arnold I. Cyprian
Sterry, J ohn D orrance and Joh 11 \ Vurd were chosen a Com
mittcc to count the lists of shares given in for and to settle
anv dispute that might arise."

., I t was voted , that in case more shares were subscribed
fur than the Hank consisted of, all subscriptions from one
to three shares woul d stand good Iand the deduction should
fall] on the larger subscriptions as equally as might be."
The lists of shares amounted to 1324-. "This number far
exceedi ng the prescribed limits , occasioned by a large Sub
scription from P hiladelph ia, New-York, Massachusetts,
and various Parts of th is State , obliged the Subscribers
irnmedin relv to redu ce the nu mber of Shares" '-' in accord
ance with the above vote, to a total of 4-50 .

T he stockholders t hen proceed ed to elec t t he following
directors: J ohn Brown, J ohn I. Clark, j abez Bowen, Xloses
Brown, \\'c lcome Arn old, N icholas Brown, IJ r.], Samuel
Butler, Andrew Dexter, and Thomas f •. I Inlsey. The next
day t he directors elected J ohn Brown pres ident and Olney
Winsor cashier.

The Providence Gazeffe and Country Journal fur Octo-
ber 8, 1791, carries an announcement To the Publir.

TH E B.-\:"'!\. established in this town, on :\fund<lY h,t, win hcgin
its uperation. ,11 the R.-\:\ K-1I0USE, on the suuth ~iJe of the new
pal·e,l street, commonly known h~· the name of G"I·crnor Hopkins
Lane, on ~ l ond ,lI· next.

T he bank buil d ing was abou t half-way up t he hill and
the stree t rnow H opkins] late r came to he called Bank
L ane. On April 1, 180 1, the stockho lders in special meet
ing voted ro purchase t he house a ll Sout h M ain Stree t de
signed and built by J oseph Brown in 177+, and since 179-1
owned and occupied by T homas J'oynton Ives. Olney
Winsor, the cashier, was perm itt ed to live 011 the pre mises
but he and his famil v were restric ted to the use of the two
nort h-east rooms, al( the cha mbers and a part of the cellars.
O ne of his d uties was to keep the south gate open and the
bank yard free of shays and ot her carriages. l Ie also had

· P,o, ·ide ~" '\"Mi'N,,1 H~Nk, ONe Il~,,"'c,/ ~",i 1"iftinh :h"i''a,~rJ 17YI-1941
( I't<" 'id~n,,. R. I.. I ~41), pp. 9-10.

· P, o, ·id , ,,u (;~~"', ~~,i C.~N"l J"~'N~I . Oct"o", S, 17~1.
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the use of the garde n but the fruit was reserved for the
directors if they should desire to pick it during meetings.

In 192 6 the P rovidence X ational Bank was merged with
the M erchants X ational Bank ( found ed in 18 18 ) under
th e name of the former but occupying the home of the
latter at :W Westminste r Street until W ashington' s Birth
day. 19.10, when it moved to its new building at 100 W est 
minster Stree t.

T he primary pu rpose in establi shing the Blackstone
Cana l Hank" was to create a financial mentor and corner 
stone .for the Blackstone Canal Company.

T hISlatt er company, orga nized in M ay, 182 5, had begun
excavat ion fur the canal in 1826, and had establ ished full
service to Wo rcester by 1832,1 But by the Fall of I R29
the cost of the canal had exceeded the or iginal $5(10,(1 00
estimate by $1 62,000 and plans were made to offer a new
issue of stock.

That the issuance of addi tional stock was but a com
prom ise is indicated by a circular, dated j anuary 18. 18J I,
ann ouncing the for matio n of the Blackstone Canal Bank.
T his circu lar refers to "a resolution passed by t he Srock
holders in the HL\CKSTOXE CAXAL CO .• at their
meeting on the 11 th day of :'\I:trch, 1829 , authorizing u"
[T. P. Ives.ccD orrc and B. H oppin ] to apply to the H on
orab le General Assemb ly for a Ch arter of Incorporation to
a Bank . to be connected with said Canal Co., on such terms
and conditions as shou ld be deemed expedient.. .."

T he records of the canal company han disappeared and
thus the original motion is not now available, hut it seem
evident to this wr iter that the committee dc lavcd t wo
years before carrying out the resolution adopted :'\iarch I I ,
1829. It did app ly to the General Assembly. however , at
the J anuary session in 183 I, and a charter was g ranted to
the Blackstone Canal Hank.

W e qu ote f rom the circular issued by the Committee
J anuary 18, 183 I, to the Can al stockholders:

Oil b<-<.nlC' n.(j un.l bank in June, l~6'i1 Th, 1I~ ".i"Jrh ,1!i/trrn e (I'r n,-idcn ce.
19l1 ).

• An arlid . on the Rl.ck.h,nc C.,..I by the .... ile' ..-ill appear in • fulure i .. uc of
R 4oJ . "/,,~J lIi,to')',

:'\IFR<.I':R OF TWO OLI>FST H.\ :\ I\ ~ I II

B.I' thc Iir' t .\rtide ~ou will perceive, th.t the C.pit. 1 of the Fb nk
now u ". t"J will con, ist of Two Hu ndred and Fifty 'Thousand
I>o)b r" Ji\·iJ"J into Sh.rel of $2 :; each. Each ShHcholJer in Ihc
C. n. 1 ( m.~' .uhKriJ:.c for on... share of Rank .tnd fur each ,hHe he
holds in tn.- C.n. ) anJ ra~ the lim installment nf $:;.tlO per share :
un or before rhc thi rJ \Iun.b y in February] . 'The Rank ii to pur·
chase nf the C. n. ) Cn. new Hod to the amoun t of $1 :;n,nun, at the
rate of $ 1;.Ufl per ,h..c.... R~ thi, rncssurc c"-frieJ into fuJI ,,1f~'CI ,

Ihe pm pricton in both in.titutions II ill he the ....mc.•.•
'The funds pWI-iJ... J b~' rhis salc of the C.n.) SlocL. tngelher with

the means nnw in the possession of Ih.t Comp.n,I', it is believed
will be arnplj- suffici"nl to dischargc the claims .R. imt the Com
r.n~' • • nJ th ... )i. hilit ieos to which it m.~' he exposed. T he future
income of the C.n.) mav therefore be annuallv J il'i,leoJ, .nJ th e
Stockholders . . ' retain (h"ir respective int er,,~m' in the lnstitu tions
.1nd ,har e in thc advance Ull the Stock, whi ch m.y cunfiJ entl,l' be
anticipated ""on to take pl.lce. \\.c cannot doubt but the StudhnlJcrs
in the Comal Cum!'Jn,I' will ckarl,l' 'cc th\'ir inl\' te't prnmured by
laking their p"'I",rlion of th\' Sh,ucs in lh\' B.mL.'

Article 6 of the Charter provided that the directors to
serve unt il j uly 1 should be J oseph 1.. T ill ing hast, Lem uel
I I. Arn old, Charles Putter• M oses B. Ivee, Benjamin H op
pin , J r., George Baker, Enoch \\' . Cla rke. William P.
Bull ock, George Grinnell and j efferson Borden. Wi th the
exception o f Arnold and Potter these gentlemen met in the
north mom of the Providence W ashington Insurance Co.
on Washington Row, Wednesday, February 9, 183!.
T illingha-t was chosen chairman and Cl arke secretary.
George Curtis was appointed cashier pro tern , [ 0 receive
the first installment of $5 per "hare due February 21.
Committees were appointed to procure designs for the
bills , to obta in q uarte rs, and to select a permanent cashier.

O n Fcbruarv 2 1, Lc muel H . Arnold and Cha rles Potter
resigned as directors and the following were added to the
Huard : X icbcln s Brown, T homas Burgess, J ohn W hip ple,
Pari" D eer I who declined to serve I and Freebo rn Sisson
of \\Tar~\'i ck . Thcv unani mo uslv chose Nicho las Brown,
nephe w of j eh u and au or iginal d irector of the P rovidence
Bank, as presiden t. T homas H. Fenn er was appoin ted to

· O,ipn.l ci tc~l.r in IIf ~,," n I'.p~ '" J"hn Cut• • S f" ,,"'n Lib' .'Y I ph" t" .t.l in
R,'.US.
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by the General Assembly at the J anuary session was read
and accepted and it was voted to call a ge nera l meet ing
of the stockholde rs on August 6 to act on the matter. So
few were present on the dat e set that the meeti ng was ad
j ourned to September I fl . September 30, 183+, a circular
was sent to the stockholders setting fort h the proceed ings
of the meeting of September 10, " on the subjec t of increas
ing the Capital Stock of the Hank, with a statement showing
the condi tion of the Capital Srock, and a copr of the act in
amend ment of the Charter of the Hank,n \\'e quote in part :

..\ t an adjourned mect ing of the StocLholJers o( the B1x knone
CJ.n,I Hank. holde n ar the Bank. September 10, I llH .

Wh ereas the. , . General Asscmblv, n thei r last J anUH~" loCuion,
pa~eJ an act , authorizing this corporation to divide out or dispose
of that po rtion of the CJritJI ~{(l{" k which consists of Share in the
Capital Srock of the Black,tune Canal C(lrnpall ~", and to fill up or
"nlJr g" the Capital ~ tock "f th is Bank. in such w.l~" and mann er J~

the Stockholders .houlJ deem expedient. ,",curdin g ro the prus"isions
of 5;liJ act: .-\nJ whe reas, the StockholJers presenl at thi, mccting
He of the opinion (hal a severance of thai ponion of the Capi ul
which is composeJ of Canal Stock, would be benehci,l ro the interest
of the B, nk, ,nJ can be done without prejudice 10 the Canal Com
p,nl' or the Stockholders in th,t institution-e-therefore,

I"M"J .m' RrJF,k"J . th, t nine thouunJ two hundred ,nd twent y
Sh,res in the Capit,1 5t",,:k of the Fl lacl. ltme C,n,l Cornpa n~". held
and owned b~" this Bank as a part of iii present Cap ir, l. be divided
out to and among the Stoc kholders in rhis 11Jnl;, on the tirs! day of
February next, in the pro!,urtion in which the Sto..-1:hol,I"r s own
the same, b~" ,ii:"i" inlt cach and "I""ry Stockholder nne Share of the
C~n~1 Stock for e'"err Share he, she or th"y own in the C'piul Stock
of this B~nk; and that the I' re, ident and Cashier be and t h e~" are
hcrcbv ,uth"riuJ and di rected 10 tunsfer the same ~..-rord i ng l.v .

"-\n'd in order to urr~- the " I of the Geneu l Assemblv into full
eHccr. and 10 uLe aJ,"anuge of ,11 it, provisions, it is furt her

1'", ,,' .1"J /( ",'-"/r",.J , Ihat the Directors of this Banl: be and rhey
arc hcrd,~· Jir~"t:ted to J.pportion anJ assign to each ,nJ e'·er~" Srock
holder five .lJJitional new shu,,~ for "eh and everv share now held
bv such ~t"ckl",lder in the Capital :'to..-1: of the B; nL; ~nJ on each
.l~d CI""r~" new share such s[(l{" lh"IJer shall ra~" the sum of eighl
dollars and tift,- ,,· n ts. at such t ime or times as the Directors thalJ
hereafter prescribe. I "\ ll ~ stockholder not exercising rhis right
within 63 J oin [ bv :'\0'", 12) will be eonsiJercJ to have relinquis hed
hi. pr..porti..~" 1 .
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-crvc :1:.- cashier until the first ~londar in J ulr at a salary
of $800 per year .

O n February 2.1 , the Hoard discounted E , \\' , Clarke's
draft on J oseph H oward of Philadel phia in the amou nt
of $6,5.10.6 1, O n Febr uary 2+, subscriptions to the stuck
were received :

Ceniucares of Deposit on the Exchange Ba n ~

ditto Provid ence Ran~

cash

H 3,904 .bO
February 28, the Hank took possession of quarters 10

t he Brown & Ivcs Build ing , 23 South ~hin Stree t,
In the Spring the financial difficult ies of t he canal once

more produced a crisis. At a meet ing of the directors of
the bank , J une 2, 1831, thi s minute was adopted :

\\'hcreas the ellJPK"m" nt of this BJIll: entered into on account
of the Blackstone Canol! C.... an.I in payment of the Stock trans
fer red b~" Ihat company 10 the Bank are great , exceeJing in amoun t
the Surplus f unds no'" on hand belongi ng to the Banl:. therefore to
pro,"ide in part for the p"~·menl to be made b~" the Bank on the
:"iuh instant, it is
r c,u J J'IJ Rn "/r-,,J , T hJ.I the CJ.shier of the BJ. nk receive on de
posit from Bro....n & lves, from Thomas Coles [of l.:!-f , \ 'e' lminster
St reet I,T he Providence lnsrinnion for Sowings and (rom an~" other
persons or bodies w rrou te such sum or sums o( money as .... ill be
requisite and ncceSllary for meet ing th e present engagements of the
Bank, the amoun t and ter m! 10 he de termi ned hy the Hoard of
Directors ; and that he [the Csshicr ] issue Cer t iticates of Dcpoeu
to the several persons or bodies corpo rJte of the amoun t received
from them respectil"<:ly. for whn time JnJ in terest 10 be p,iJ,
"cording to the $Cs"enl en ,ii:"a,ii:"em"nrs which have Jlre,dr been m,Je,
or m,," be maJe bv the 8OJ. rJ of Directors ,forcuiJ.

, . .-\lIe": T homas B" Fenner, Ca.hier!

By the time of the ann ual meeting , July I , J833, it had
become apparent that the canal cuuld not he a financial
success. On motion of Thomas Burgess, a committee was
appointed to consider en largi ng the stock of the hank with
authority to appl y to the Genera l Assembly " so that the
Hank may he relieved against the heav y loss sustained in
that part of the capital invested in the stock of the Canal
Co." At the ann ua l meet ing, Ju ly 7, 183+, the act passed

°f, ,,m lh~ ,reo,.!, "'Ih~ fhnk"

I
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f ur ther r oleJ ,mJ Rem/n'"
I lhat the stock not taken up will be ;IrrortioneJ among those

who nne uerci5Cd their righh J in the ratio in which rhey hold
the said ne w shUL"$. tint auigned (anJ if IhCiC are nut taken up
within 30 Jan thev reve rt for the interest of the Bank. to be d is
pose d of by the di~e("tors JccorJingl~·. 1

ST.nT\ I E~T OF T ilE H.\~K C.\l'IT.-\L
Cap ital Stock. 9 220 Shares at ~ 2::; each ~ .2 ] 1.7 ,0.00
In...esred in the Stock of rhe Hlack-

stone: Can,a! Co. in conformity
with the Charter. Feb. h t 11131 ~ 1'iO,OOO.OO

Purchased lw the Rank, 100 ShaH'S
in the C~nal Stock, :\hy 13th
I l133 31 $10 1.0 00 .00

50 Shm:sll( the Stock in the Rank,
purchneJ by the Bank, 'h~'

l a t h , I IlJ O, (the par value
$1.2>0) for 99 3.i ; 1;1,9'H .1 'i

Lcal·ing thc active Capital f. 79, 7;6.2)

(Then follows the .\e t to .\mend the C harter as passd at the J an
uary session of the l i encral .\>s<:mbl~-. 11134 . authorizing un 1 -' "o to:
of all pr~nt an increase in rh.... Capiul :'wd 10 f. 'iOo.[Ino.( without
pa~'in~ any bonus or ,lut~· to the :'tate for >.;lid privilcgc.
Sec, 2..•• [ Present stock ] and the future augmenulion thereof.
shall be and herel:>~' is exempted from taxation for the ,pace of fivo:
J'<'aTS from the tirst ,iJ~' of J ul.l· 1ll34 , .... xeepl on one hundred thou 
sanJ dollars "f the capital stock, on which the said Hm k .hJll pay
an annual tax in common with other Banks.
5«. 3. r. \uthori/.cs the Ji.lTibulion (If Blackstone Canal stod ).'·

Thus the Blackstone Bank divorced itsel f from rhe Canal
Company and became a commercial bank with a capita l of
$500,000, wh ich remained th e same unti l the merger.

On July II , 1836 , th e Hank accepted t he offer of Nich 
olas Brown to rent his properl Y on the west side of Sou th
Ylain Street, for merly occupied by t he United States
Branch Bank . On the comple tion of the W hat C heer Build
ing, ( 1850) some of whose foundation stoucs were taken
from the remains of the cana l, th e Blackstone Canal Hank
occupied qu arters on the south side of rhc prop erty and
has remained there ever since.

"O,;,;ul dr<"b, '1\ R~ n k filr.. ,I ... J. c. R. I.ib",,-. rb ·l'>oUI 11 R_1.11. S.

Richa rd Leb aron Bowen, vice-president of t his Society,
has publis hed recently the first vo lume of Early Rehobolh,
and we understand that the second volume is now in the
hands of the printer. T he book reached th e edi tors too
late for review in thi s issue, but we hop e that thi s situation
can be remedied ill our next number. It should be noted,
however, th at the volume contains mu ch material of in ter
est to the student of 17th Cenrurv Providence history, and
th at it also deals wit h towns wh ich a lthough once part of
Plymouth Colony have since become part of Rh ode Island's
eastern ncr.

In th e N e'J.: F.llg/,ud Historical and Genealogical
R egister for Ap ril, 19·+5, :\o l r. Bowen published an articl e
on Reh obo th in King P hilip's W ar which adds new nam es
to th e list of qua lify ing ances tors for the Society of Colonial
Wars and makes importa nt addi tions to our knowledge of
the war and uf th e soldie rs serving in it.

The }'/"()'t'i,[en (e SlOliiflY l ourna l for Sept. 9 and [ .it e
magazine for Sep t. 1i , 194-5, carried il lustra ted arti cles on
th e expedi tion of Commodore M at hew C Perry to J apan
in 1853-1 854-.

The front ispiece of the September, 194-5, issue of
Aliti 'l ues magazi ne is a view of ;\ la rket Sq uare, P rovid ence,
during the G rear Gale of 181 5. T he same issue car ries a
photograph of {he southeast parl or of Carrington H ouse,
and a short note on the ho use itsel f.

T he ell of th e Society's build ing , J ohn Brown H ouse,
is being do ne ove r to provide mu seum space on the ground
floor and living quarters for the assistant l ibrarian and his
famil v on rbe floors above.
Th~ Rhod e Island H istorica l Society's collectio n of

genea log ical material, both pri nted and in manu scrip t, is
one of the finest in the country and is constan tly being en
larged. Xlcmbcrs and friends of the society arc earnestly
urged to deposit in our library copies of any genea logica l
researches they rna)' have made. T his wou ld include gene
alogical cha rts, famil y ge nealogies , pu blished books, tile s,
etc., etc.

II,



A Petticoat Frisk

O n the opposi te page is a Rhode b land imp rint of con
siderable importance. As an imprint , it is probably unique.
As a bit of social history, it is fascinating.

The Society's edi tors must confess they arc at a loss when
it comes to a precise definition of a " petticoat fris k," but
they presum e it was some sort of dancing party , T hey
would welcome any mo re defi nite info rmation from
readers.

In t he matter of bibliogra ph y, however, we can be some
what more conf ident. The invitation was und oubted ly
pr inted at the pre ss of W ill iam Godda rd , publ isher of the
Pro vidence Gazet te, who began pr inting in P rovidence in
1762. The list of Rh ode Island imprints published by the
Society in 1915 records this ite m but fails to locate a copy.
Through the kindness of Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin, great
granddaugh ter of William Goddard, we can now add thi s
little broadside tu the extensive holdings of the Society in
the Rh ode Island imprint field .

O ur specimen is somewhat damaged along the folds, but
we beli eve our reader s can supply the deficiencies without
our help. T his particular invitation, according to a manu
script note at the bottom, went to Miss Sall y Kinnicutt. In
another hand there has been added: " born 17-t.-t. d ied 1788,"

T he whole pape r (its margins have been trimmed in our
reprod uction) measure s 12;l11 inches by 70 inches, while
the printed portion measures 8 by J}'2 inches , It is now
framed and hangs in the Director's office at the Society .

H. F. S.

•

I

.QO
•

·.t

l'aoVIDIlNCI. (Tud3ay Mo..t.g)
T ~~lI>bcr • 5. '76
, . ' \
~ : }dAbA",

~~~SQ t;:;e
A X cfaI s. d th LADr~'t ing
~¢ ell rn'd the Iy r<"!i!'o
~~ers of it,- I take the Li~ j to
)Ufiidl y OU to make one at a p~·'OQt
Frift, to be held in the Aftcrn · n, at

.:'\1~ 9odJaras, where your~,nr
J will greatly heighten : the Felicity the

).£ vening, and be very agreeable , ALL,

.........ap.d in a p\rtisular Manner to ~Fho
will think it an Honor to wait tl!iyou

-there, and is. with tQ.c utmofk B.(fpeCt,
Your ".ry~umbleJ 1·

... end moll. obCdicnt ~nt,
• WILLI AN: GODrr.D.

.P. S. Tne prefent IowringJ" Sky,
is hoped will be no Difcpur ent
You,---for You may be b.ffi of a

leafant Afterhoon, Ihould re :8J be
"

I
I

I

,..
r
i

I
I,

1:.; \ ' l T \ TI () ' T O ,l "P FTTICOAr FRI;""

(;i i l "f .\1" . c, O!i<'u (,din



1.1(; " T If O l -l l:·-I II' . (" 1.OC K
(;,!I _! ,h. /",,- f'. 1' .~«olf A.- ~ ;I~ t

A Simon Willard Ligh thouse Clock

by Er. ISIL\ C. D r R F Ef.

T wo distinct trend s arc discernibl e arnLl ll g the clock
mak ers of the Am erican Co lonies between 1750 and ISOO,
Wit h one g ro up the re was an effort to improve the style of
the eight-day ha ll clocks, the fundamental design for which
had been set by immigra nt Eng lish clockmakers. With the
other group then: were attempts to originate ne w styles or
types which would take the place of the expensive grand
fathe r type. Under lying both these trends was the idea of
crea ting such a demand fur clocks as to make it possible fur
a clockman to keep himself fully occupied at all ti mes in
his chosen occupation.

One of the two most important Amer ican clockmakcrs in
ge tting out these new types of d ocks was Simon Wi llard
I 1 7 5 J -1 8~ 8 ) , a nat ive of Grafton, :\I as:,achusctts. Simon
W illard issupposed to have been appren ticed to an Engl i-h
ckxkmaker named M orr is. P rior to the Revolution,
Willard was making docks at G rafton. l "nril he moved to
Roxbury, M assachusetts, about 1790, he confined his activi 
ties largely to the making of grand fat her d ocks. Being a
master work man , he turned out a very good ha ll clock, but
on the se he rarelv made usc of the inventiveness which so
customarily marked (he clocks of his own desig n.

In 1802 he invented the banjo clock, which was all imme
dia te success and for which he is so well known today. lie
designed both case and move ment of th is clock.

Before he produced the banjo clock, W illard made a
nu mber of unsuccessful attempc:, at other designs. While
he was still at G rafton he got out a Jtl-hour d ock wi thout
a strike, in collaboration with his brother Aaron. T he
Willard brothers tried chis as a wall clock and also as a shel f
clock. Hath types arc rare, the latter extremely so,

Luter Simon Willard made a mir ror wall d ock. T his
consisted simply of a rectang ular box to conceal the pcndu-

'"



l2U HIlO!)E I:-I..\ :\D If l :-TOHY Joseph Brown, Scientist and Architect

lum and weights, with a mirr or in front and surmounted bv
a small clock dial with the movem ent in back of it. Th~
case of th is clock was of pine j the movement was of brass,
st ruck the full hours, and was well made. It could not he
turned out chea ply.

The lighthouse clock pictu red herewith was another of
Will ard's unsuccessful attempts at a new design. It is sup
posed to be as close a replica as possible to th e Edd ystone
Lighthouse which, in Willard's time, was the first landfall
on a trip from Amer ica to England .

J ohn Ware Willard, in his book ~\'imol1 UTilIar'/ al1'/ lI iJ
Clacks, simp ly ment ions the fact that W illard made a few
of these clock:' and that tbev were not successful. Thc
design seems, however, to ha~'e been the best of Willard's
failu res. H e made verv few of these clocks. Thev were
produced in two sizes, of which the Society's example is th e
larger. The movements are of brass and run a week, strik
ing one blow on each hour. In orde r to make the drop run
the clock for the full period the mechanism is highly geared
and the weight is very heavy.

After the style was produced the idea was copied by a
few other makers. Accordingly, one sees these lighthouse
clocks in different shapes. Sometimes the bases arc square ;
again , there arc scenes painted in three of the base panel s.
But all of these clocks made bv Simon Willard are of the
design pictured here. It is stri~tly a table clock; and in this
feature it is uniqu e among ant ique American clocks.

The -rvle is rare, but next to the banjo clock it is the best
known of those designs ascribed to Simon Wil lard.

The Society's lighthouse clock came to it in 1934- und er
the will of Xlr. C. Prescott Knight, who purchased it in
Providence.

by ] . \\"AI .TF.Il. \VILSO~

(COfuluJd ffY,m RI/OD E: ISU S D IfIST ORr, r d . I I", f. 79 )

Du:ing the Revolution j oseph Brown played the part of
a pat!10t, though not so spectacularl y as his brother J ohn,
who IS traditionally accredi ted with a leading part in the
Gaspee affair. The danger of attack from the British fleet
made it imperative to establish an alarm signa l at once and
to fort ify the shores of the bay. In both these activities he
played a leading par t as has been told by Field. In Ju ly,
1775, j oseph Brown, j oseph Buckl in, and Benjamin
Thurber were appointed a committee to " erect a beacon
on the hi ll to the eastward of the town to alarm the
country in case of an enemy's approac h", The beacon was
erected near the corner of Prospect and M eeting Street s,
I ~ consisted of a kettle suspended by an iron crane from an
eighry-fcot mast. J oseph Brown was appointed U,"laster of
the Beacon" and had associated with him four wa rden s "to
rig the kettl e when orders are given to alarm the counrrv.?"
On Aug. l Zrh a practice d rill was held of which the people
had been forewarn ed by printed handbills, The beacon was
observed over a wide range of country from Newport, Xew
London, Pomfret and well into M assachusetts. As far as
I can learn it never was used as all alarm.

Early in j anuary, 1776, J oseph Brown and General
We st were appointed "to lay out such fortificati ons upon
the ;-aid IWarwick 1 Neck as they shall th ink necessary,"
for It was thought by some that thi s would he the logical
place to land for an attack upon Providence. The arrival
of the British fleet at Newport created great excitement in
Providence, and in December, 1776, J oseph Brown with
Stephen H opkins and six others all military officers were

,r Z,c hari. h ..\II ~ n . Sd~"".J .1Ink.. .,;(, (I' , ,, ,·jd. tlc•• 1829), p. )2 1}.
, . [ <!w . r ~ Field. R..·.t"I;.""'l 0 ,-1'" " , i., Rk. ,f , / , I...,J (I' " ,,' ;J . n<r, 1896 ),

pp . ~1 , ~'l, --t.
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appointed a committee "to examine the most suitable places
for erecting and making proper batteries and entrenchments
for the defence of the public against the enemy."

One of the greatest problems of the American armies
was to obtain cannon . The Brit ish officers had expected
them to lind rhi, insurmountable. Among the places that
hel ped in its solution w.as the Furna~e at l lope in which th.e
Brown Broth ers were Interested. 1 he whole story of this
works has not I think been told. But here cannon for the
fort s in the Bay and for ships were cast and bored. Among
the Brown Papers in the J ohn Carter Brown Library are
letters of J oseph Brown to his brother Nicholas from Graf 
ton ( where his family seems to have taken ref uge ) in which
he discusses the cannon , and one in which he sugge..rs how
to get boards to roof the " bearing" mill. Since we know
that he later di rected the building of the steam engine the re,
it seems a not improbable conjecture that he hel ped in the
gene ral pla nning of the work which solved the problem of
the cannon. If so his contribution to the winning of the
war was of very great importance.

:\I CY.' t of his work discussed thus far has been of a prac
tical nature. Even the transit of , .enus was of importance
primarily because of its bearing on navigation. H e was,
however, interested in pure science as well. T he inventory
of his estate lists his books, of which many are scientific , in
cludin g astronomy, chemistry and elect ricity, along with
the Cibb's Architrvturr already refe r red to and among
many others Pilgrims Progress and Tr istram Slltl1uly . It
also lists "The Electrical Xluchinc and Appa ratus with all
the appurt ellance~ thereunto belonging ," valu ed at 30
pounds." Wc sr says he had constructed and furn ished him
self "with as curious and complete an apparatus for elec
tr ical experiments as any, perhaps, in America, and of which
he well knows the usc.""" Such machines which could pro
duce large amounts of static elect ricity to be stored in Ley-

'" I n ,' ~ '' ( '' ''' '' { (I,,· f:" .(lc "f J " " 'ph B, u" n, JirJ D"C{'l11b", ,I . 1- ~; , /' , " ,·ido fct
/', .b~/' R" '&,',/, , Will linok S o. 7, rr- 7 ·2~ .

· " W··t.&t · cit" p. l l.
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den jars had long bee n popu lar with amateur scientists.
One had been made hy William Clagget t, a clockmaker in
Newport, which Frankl in sa w when passing th rough Xew
port in 1746 and which according to Parsons aroused
Franklin's interes t in electricity." The Bridenbaugh s,
however, quoting Franklin's autobiogra phy , conclude that
Franklin's interes t in clcctricitv was fi rst aroused bv Dr.
Spencer of Edinburgh, who had lectured on electricity in
Boston in 17+3 and who also had encouraged William
Claggett in Xewport. In any case it is certa in that Claggett
knew Frankl in " and quite probably communicated to him
some of his 'great discoveries in electricity' during the lat
ter's visit to Xewport in 1i+6".n J oseph Brown could have
obtained hel p from the Xewport people and mar have had
his inte rest aroused bv two lectures advertised in the Provi
delict' Gau ll e for Saturday, M arch J , 176+, as foll ows :

"For th e entertainment of th e curious, will be exhibited
at the Court I louse a course of experiments in that instruc
tive and ent er taining branch of Philosophy called Elec
tricity. T o be accompanied with lectures on the natu re and
properties of the electric fire; by Will iam J ohnson."

The course consisted of two lectures. They are outlined
in some detail in the advertisement and completely in a
pamphlet in the J ohn Cart er Brown L ibrary." T hey ended
with an experiment that consisted of " A battery of seven
Guns, fi red by a Spark , passing through cold water." If
j oseph Brown's interest in electricity did not antedate these
lectures it would surely have been arou sed by them.

The inventory includes also " in the north parlour, one
barometer out of order and a ile thermometer. " In those
days everyone did not have a thermometer outside his
kitchen window. Iu Stiles' Diary for August 10, 177 1,
there is the following entry:

" Dr E yers told me he was at Providence last Wed. and
II P' ,"'n•. lo<. <il., r. 241.
n R ,i J <nb , u ~ h , p. 2n.
a3 \V ill i, ", J "hn,,,n, .-1 c&~ ,, ~ of F:.t"i,~~~rl if< r!~/ e",.;o", uJ E~I"I~, ~ i"K
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pump ..... ith its appa ratus is arrived. It co-t tifty pounds
ster-li ng in Lond on, and is perh aps the most comp lete in
Amer ica, made on the ne ..... construct ion. .\.Ir. J oseph Hro.....n
has not ret completed his list of the ap para ru:>, fur want of
some information on that subject .....hich he has nut ret been
ab le to obtai n." ,.

I n the college archi ves is a manuscript document w ith the
label "Roug h D ra ught of the remaining parts of an ap
paratus for the college, 1783 ." ' ; It is a lisr of scienti fic
equipment, each ite m followed by a price, and is apparentl y
a list of j oseph Brown's desiderata. Some of the equipment
must have been obtained, for it appears in later lists.
\\'het her j osepb used it or nut is doubtful becau-e he was
so soon taken sick.

I n Solomon D rown c's diary there arc two ~ts of entries
that gin us an idea .....hat he would have do ne. D rowne
entered college in 177 0 at the age of seventeen, and grad
uated in the class of 1773. T he d iary covers his college
years.

T he first entries are as follo .....s:
0.:1. -l- th 17 7 1 SpenJ thi ~ wed rc.aJ ing ~nJ worling upon ill:' wooden

telescope.

1772 Th is J~r worked upon ill:' wooJ en telescope.
T his J~y I tini.h m~' prism for Jellh>n'tr.ating {he theory
of li/{hr ~nJ colors. It is made of \\ "0..1 and gbss. the
gl.a» being cur ~ nJ fJsrcncd in with putt \" after (he mall -
ner of windows, .

.\ pr il 2(, TJ J ~ with :\lr. UfOwn concerning rhe prism.

It is not di fficult to recon struct from this a picture of
j osepb Brown foste ring an interest in science in a lad of
eigh teen years.

T he ne xt set of ent ries arc to me of grea t interest, for
they give a picture of acrunl laborator y .....ork in science in
Brown in 1772.

" T~~ u /"",), 11;",·, ~f F. ,,, Sriln. F. II , lJ .ll. r . d. ( ~<" y",~ , l 'lO! ), ~ol. I ,
p. I F ,

"' \ \ '.11 .. C /l r" n." n, T~~ 11i'</. ' .> . f 9'0" " V"i,',,,i',", 1764·1914 ( I'",,'id• .,«,
l'l l ~), p, ~1.

viewcd :\ol r, Brown's t herm ometer at 111 0 P. :\01. it
stood at 95 in the house. Mr. Brown suspen ded it abroad
on a post in the yard in the sun , where it rose to 107, and
thence it was said t he heat of that da v was 107 at P rovi
de ncc.t" They learned early how (0 usc the therm ometer
effectively!

T he most convi ncing evidence of his interest in pure
science is that when the F rench soldiers left the college
ruined and it was about to undertake resumption of its ac
ti vit ies with no facul tv but the P resident and was also with 
out fu nds, J oseph B; own and another T rustee, Benjami n
Waterhouse, volu nteered to serve as professors without
pay, T hus j oseph Brown became P rofessor of Experi
mental P hilosophy, T his ....-as not Brown 's first ind ication
of interest in science in the college, however. Each of the
four bro thers had contributed 200 pounds to.....ard the fund
to build Uni versit y H all but J oseph ga ve onl y I00 in cash,
the other hun dred "to be paid in philosoph ical apparatus
, , . as soon as a proper place is provided to put them in. "
lie was probably instrumental when the college was recov
eri ng fro m revolution in his brother J ohn's offer to pay
" half the sum necessary to buy 'a complea t P hilosophical
Apparatus and Library' if the Corporation wou ld raise the
ot her half," wh ich they did and 700 pounds was spent on
it." 1 have been unable to find any account of j oseph' s
activit ies as Profes sor, but it seems that he had something
h ) do .....it h the spendi ng of his brothe r J ohn's money. M an
ning in a letter dated M urch 18, 178+, says:

..A catalog ue of th e: books, .....hich are to cumpo~e our new
library is mad e: out with g reat care and atte ntion. It has
cost me a g rea t dea l of care and labor t hroug h the winter,
and we arc II OW busy in collecting the boob subscribe d here,
in order to leave them out of the catal ogue which M r. J ohn
Brown is about to send to En gland this spring. T he air



Aug 3 1772 T his morning at about H the senior and jun ior cb$,e, go
down 10 M r. Hrown's JppJrJ!Us JI the works 10 att end electr ical and
Pliilom phyral lecture,. M r. Howell pre.lenl. In the forenoon and pUI
of the afternoon try electrical experiments. Kill a pigeon, etc. T hen
darken the room to construct the camera obscure whic h affords very pretty
diversion as some go out and ride, play, etc. and David stands upon his
head. " 'e then carry out the telescope and micrometer up on the hill and
look at the sun as long a, we could sec him, the n at the moon, then stars
and lastly the planet Ju piter, 3 of whose moons we sec.

Aug.4 th This morning at II we go again to the J. ppJratu$. In the
first place we fill 3 globe with water which is hung up in a darkened room
with only 3 hole in the winJow shutter 10 let a ra:' shine upon the globe,
which after a refraction and rctlccuon or two exhibi ts a rainbow; bUI OUf

globe falls in the rnidsr of the experiment. not being well suspended.
Next we demonstra te the theory of light and colors with a very neat prism :
T hen we fix the camera obscura or solar microscope which magnifies
objects amazingly. ,\ louse is made to appear six feet long in which we
could plainly d iscern the peristalt ic motion. Lastly we sec water ascend in
cappillary tubes which concludes the experiments.

H ere we see the electr ical apparatus as well as the equip
ment used in the observation of the transit of Venus in
actua l use in teaching. The use of the solar microscope is
particularly interesting. T his type of microscope had been
invented by Liebcrkuhn in 1738. " The vast magn ifying
power obtained by th is instrument, the colossal grande ur
with which it exhibited the 'minutiae of nature,' the pleasure
which arose fr om being able to display th e same objec t to a
number of observers at the same time" did much to make
the microscope a popular instrument. " I would like to
know if the instrument used here was the same one which
appears as the last item in the cata logue of the Providence
L ibrary for 176 8. This library thus owned such an instru 
ment as well as Baker's book on the microscope which was
one of the most popul ar manuals of the time. In any case it
seems very clear that a complete descripti on of "Mr.
Brown's apparatus at the works," woul d be an interesting
thi ng to d iscover . It is also worthy of note that t he members
of the classes of 1773 and 177+ all had more laboratory
work, tho ugh it was crowded into two days, than man)' of

I ~ J.h... Ih.o:.o:, Th, M i" " ,," ,,, : ii' /list".,., C" OI .,!, ~ "iOl " .",J :If',.lic,,,i oOi ( ton.
don, 18;6), r. 7.
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their foll owers in the classes of to-dar . W hat M r. Brown
would have done with the new apparatus seems obvious.

T his concludes the sketch of J oseph Brown's scientific
activities as far as I have been able to d iscover them . In
d osing, it may be perm issible to speculate on the question
how such a man, a business man with no college ed ucation ,
came to be interested in such th ings in the Providence of the
18th century. In the first place we may emphasize again
that an interest in science was much more gene rally wide
spread tha n it is usually th oug ht to have been. Further
marc, as Bronson in his History of Brown Un iversit-y has
emphasized, Rhode Island was no backwoods colony of
primitive people. Xewpor t was already wealt hy and had
received from Berkeley a " rich legacy of loft y thought and
generous culture" . Association between the leaders of
P rovidence and Newport was very close. In the appendix
to Stephen H opkins biography there is a list of twelve col
lege graduates resident in Providence before 177 0 ~~ which,
th ough not a large number today, would be a sig nificant
focus in the population of betwe en -1- 000 and 5000 of those
days. Some of the population must have been interested in
science for the Catalogue for 1768 of the Providence L i
brary lists many scientific books, and the microscope we
hav e mentioned .

In Brown's case, howeve r, there is a more personal cir
cumstance which I think may have influenced him . When
he was a boy his sister M ary marri ed Dr. David Vander
light, a Dutch doctor who came to Providence after grad
uating from the University of Leyden. According to the
Chad Brow", M emorial Dr. Vanderligh t was the pr incipal
d ruggist in Providence and with the Brown brothers en
gaged in the manufacture of candles, having brought from
Europe the knowledge of the D utch process of separa ting
spermaceti from its oils." I Ie d ied in 1755, leaving a sur
prisingly large personal estate, valued at over £..1-000. In-

U R.I. H i ll• •ic"l T. " a , . ~o. 19, put 2,~. 2'1 .
·" C~"" Orr,,,·,, .If' '' ,n i..1 ( I'ro\' i , I~ ,\(~. I~SS ) , p. 16.



Fall Lec ture Progra m

D r. lla ruld Bowditch of Brookline, :\Iass., a member
of the Xew Eng land H istoric Genealogical Society's
hera ldrv commi ttee, will speak on " Early Ne w Eng land
Paintings of Coats of Arm s" Tuesday, 1'\0\'. lJ, at 8: 15
p. m.

"Town '\'Ieetin g Country" will he the subj ect of D r.
Clarence :\1. Webster of Brown University when he lec
tures Sunday, Dec. 16, at J:JO p. m. D r. Webster is the
auth or of a recent book hearing thi s same title.

eluded III the inventory arc sund ry books va lued at 20
pounds, a parcel of D utch books valued at £7, a case for
an anatornv with bones , a violin and a flute and four double
columned 'pages of drugs. "

H e is said to have given instruction III anatomy at his
house on South M ain Street." It call hardly be doubted
th at his interest in science went beyond medicine. The
Leyden of his day was the scientific center of the \'mr~d.

It was the Lcvdcn of Bocrbaave. \ \' it h such a brother- in
law it is easy to sec how J oseph Brown, a boy of eighteen or
nineteen, became interested in science.

No one would claim that J oseph Brown became a great
scientist, and it would be a mistake to imply that he was of
great importance in the history of science. His importance
was not that of the spectacular discoverer of fact or theory
but rath er that of the many quiet men who by their intel 
lectual acrivitv and interest keep the fires of scholarship
alive and pass'them on to he fanned by the drafts of greater
geniuses.

" Jn H n,n, )· " I E. U le uf [J r. DH id V, ndu lil' hl, PrD t'Un,,:~ P,cb.", R n D',J"
W ill Book . Xu. c. r- ~, .

.~ \\·alt ,·, L. \I u" , n, " E." l." \l ed icaI lii,t",.•, in Rhode h la" d," R ho,l . r,[,, ~J

.\ldi,,,{ ).",~"I (J 'd) , l 'Jl';l, p. 12.
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Nl'W Local Hi story Society

Another socictv for the srudv of local hi-torv was formed
in Rhude Isla nd this Sum mer :' T he Western j{hode Island
Civic H istorical Society. It will collect historical material
per taining to the region and plans cvent ua lly to establish
a museum .

Clarence M urdock of Clavville was elected first presi
dent of the society, with the following other officers: P rof.
:\l ild red E. Bass~tt of Rhode Island Cui lege of Education,
vice-president; :'\Irs. j\ Iae H udson of C~)vt.:nt r}', se~'r.t.: tarr

treasu rer; T own Clerk Leroy H . Remington of Scituate,
curator ; and Rev. Eldin II. Buckl in of Glocester. M rs.
Iva Ship pee of West Greenwich, Stanley S. Gairltlch of
Foster, M rs. Edwin H . Arnold of Coventry, and Forest
Ranger Clarence Edson of Scituate, directors.

Some R ecent Accessions

From ~ I r . Josep h G. Henshaw, photllgr.1ph~ of family recor.l, from
the Hensh,l \\' Hil-le and other genealogical papn'.

From :'Ilr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.• a photostat of the will of Com
modore Mathew C. Perry.

From ~ l r . H arold C. Lymm. J lithogr.1ph of th,· hLlJ of 11.1\ig.l tion
Jt Provid ence and I i pictures of warc rfronr views, ori.lgn. :\", rag.msett
R,,· steamers, etc.

'From the First Bapt ist Church. through Prof..-\rt hu r Watson, photo
gr.lphs of the exterior and intcricr of the meeting-house, taken hy Xorman
~ . warson.

F rom ~ Iiss Ma rv \ \ ' . Peckham of S.l1l!.l B.!TOa ra, California . miscc1
lancous papers ind~ding a typed article on Rich.lrJ .lnJ Catherine ( \lar
hur:-) Scun and their pedigrees, by 'stt'phen Farn um Ped h.l ll1 .

F rom .\ Irs. Edmund H. lIclnbar rc, misccll.mcous papers inducling
notes from a eliar.,- kept b.'- thc htc Professor Dd .loam.' 011 the "Progress
or 'spring. " 19 0'l -1 9+ .I.

F rom i\l rs. \Vard E. 'smith, pictures and lantern slide, or 01.1 R ho,l ,
lsl.md houses collected bv her late husband.

From \I rs. Charles i i, \\'eeJ en. Lr~l'i,i,Jlu, I'ok I through 1i, gene 
.,logy of toe Lewis {amil:-.

F rom the \l i~<,~ Louisc anJ Emily l Iim.m•.1 .liar.,' kept hy .\Jr•..\ ho.'
.\1. (Cbrk) Stimson, l~ , (I - I~ /, i , anJ hIe "'r;lrN~'ks of clirpings
rcfc rring to the Stiuison Iamilv.

From the rompilc r, Vlrs. \ l.lrth" \ . Ik nns, .l bOlinJ t.If'e,n ipt: T he
I,",non Fnmilj- of Lal1< :lsh ire.



,t \ C\ e-r \ I", I>\\'-IUD \\"IT Il ("linT 1\.' \; F..\TII

For Ilun~- ~~.Ir) III the ~ il': h l i ngJ l o: fJmil~.
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