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Acid Fac tory Brook in West Greenwich gut 1(:'> name
from an acetic acid factory built and operated then: by my
grandfather, Bela P . Clapp, roughly between 1866 and
1883. T he ear-liest name of this brook was Saw :\ l ill Brook,
it being so referred to in the de eds to my grandfather in
I R65.

I nterestin gl y enough his was nor the fir-r acid factory
in West Greenwich, as another had been started in th e
western part of the town in 1R6J, four years before my
grandfather bui lt his factory. T he earlier factory was
established by W illiam P ike and was later operated by
his son j ames. It was apparently a small establishment,
its output being about a third of the capacity of my grand
father 's plant.

I hav e been able to fi nd very littl e in the way of pub
lished records of my grandfathe r's venture (other than
what can be found in the tax books and land re cords of
West Greenwich, Coventry, and Pawt ucket ), and th e
greater pan of my information represents what has been
told tt) me by my late father, Vlr. Ralph R. Clapp, by
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his brother, D r. Sam uel H opkins C la pp of Furc:.;,r Citro
M aine , and hy his sister, x i -, J. H oward Ilull of \" hirt:
Plains, Xew York .

T he accompanying map lUCHt'" the "itt: of Clapp's Acid
Factory. T his map ntrempts to "ho w the region as it was
when t he factor y was operating. T he Xew Road . ru nning
"OUthC3:.-( from \\'c,,( Green wich Centre to the Parker
Road , was bui lt by my grandfather abour 1868 to accorn
modare hi" reams. W here the Par ker Road cro ...sc... Acid
Fa crorv Brook there was OI1CI.: a schoolhouse , which I have
-een bur which has now disappeared .

T o t he south of the Parker Road at this point was the
acid factory establishment , consisting of the factory itse lf,
situated on the cast ban k of the brock , my grnndfarher",
house on the top of a little hill at the north end of a meadow,
the home of Wanton Albro, the superintendent. which was
on the road , and two, or po~sibly th ree , workmen 's cottages
in a meadow along-ide the brook and below the factory.

:\. word of warn ing to any who may fed inspired to make
a pilgrimage to this historic spot: Do nut put much faith
in map". On two ceca..ion- I attempted to reach the site
using the old roads, hut wit hou t success. T he third time I
obta ined permission to cross th e estate of Yl r. \\' . Easton
J.ourti t , which bou nds on th e south on my grandfathe r's
property.

T here is littl e to -cc there now, a~ practicall y a ll the old
landmarks have disappeare d. The Parker house, the
school house, and th e Albro hou se , a ll shown on the map,
hav e gone, alth ough :'\1r. Al bro's barn is sril l "tandi ng.
Gone, too, arc the factor v an d the workmen's ho use". ;'\ J"
grandfathe r' s house has 'now com plete ly d isappeared and
the cell ar hole has l'een till ed in. Since t his land is included
in the Government -own ed Beach I'ond recreational camp
development th is probnhly resulted from th eir somewhat
reg rettable pol icy of utt er-ly destnlying al l bui ldi ng" on the
area whe n they acquired it. Thei r north line r-uns within
a coup le of hundred yards of my grandfurher's north Iine.
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T he factory site i~ buried in thick underbrush and when la-t
I saw it was onlya mound uf rubble.

I han: no exact information as to when the Acid Factory
was built and ho w long- it operated , hut a "rudy of the land
records and tax book-, of \ Vcst Gree nwich wou ld seem tu
give a fairly close approximation. T he site was purchased
by my grandfather un I J uly 1865 for $2500 from Ben
jamin T., J ohn R., and Jason W . Gorton and H azard
and P hebe \\' . Harber.

I n I g66, the first year my grandfather W;I" taxed for the
property, the valuation was $2500- 311 real C,,(:1(C. T he
next vcar the rea l estate val ue was doubled and $500 added
for personal property. It held at this level until 1877,
when t he real estate value increased to $. 7000 and the per
sonal pro perty to $120(). In 1RRJ the valuation was
sligh tl y red uced and in 1884. it was hack at the origina l
figure of $2500. T his would seem to indicate t hat the fac
tory was in production hy 1867 and came tu an end about
1883. This check... with a statement in a history of Rhude
bland, published by H aag. 'Vade & Co. , of P hiladelphia
in 1lil78, where there is a reference to Clapp 's Acid Factory
and the Pike Acid Factory as "doing a tine business and
their goods are considered first class and find a ready
mark et ." T he da te fur t he ending of the business is :llso
confirmed by m)' aunt 's recollection that shortly after 18lil O
the vent ure was abandoned because of the increasing de
mand" on my grandfather's time of his ammonia busines-,
in Pawt ucket.

:\ Iy grandfather and his par tners, .:\ Iessrs. Colwell and
Leavens, continued to own the property. which he used at
intervals as a summer home until they "old it 011 27 :\ b.y
19114., to El bert R., Edward :\1. , and Richard H. T illing 
hast of :":ew York .

The Acid Factory was bu ilt and opera ted as a bra nch
ventu re of Bela P. Clapp & Co. , an ammonia business which
my gra ndfather had started ill Pawt ucket in 1859. Ii i..
original partners were Preserved \Y. Arnold of Xor th

P rovidence, W illiam It J lopkins of Coventry, and Lyman
Klapp uf P rovidence. In J ul y 1869, my grandfather
bought our Lyman Klapp's interest ; in April 1870, he
acquired M r. H opkins' s share ; and in August 1872, M r.
Arn old 's share. O n 1 October 1872 W alt er E. Colwell
and M arvin II. Leavens were admitted to partnership
under an arrangement whereby they each owned two
sevenths of the business . T he factory ..uperintendcnr was
Wanton Albro, a member of the well known \Ye..t G reen
wich family.

:\ I y grandfather, who was born in West I l ampron,
:\ Iassachust: trs, in 1830, carne to P rovidence in 184-9 and
entered the d rug business. F ive years later he bought a
d rug store in Pawtucket. lie spent a great dea l of time
studyi ng chemistry and , as a result, invented a new proce"s
fu r manufacturing ammonia. T his led to the formation of
the ammonia com pany.

As he looked around fur other opportunitie.. in the
manufacturing chemicals held he non..d an increa ..ing de 
mand from Rhode Island's then fa..t-growing textile indus
trv for acetic acid. then u-cd in the manufacture of dve-,
principa lly for calicoes. All that wa .. needed by wa~: of
ra w material" to prod uce acetic acid wn.. a plentiful ..upply
of wood, preferably sma ll-sized hard wood , and a supp ly
of running water. T he second growth oak and a..h with
which \Vcst Greenwich then abounded made this town a
logical sire, and Acid Factory Brook provided the water.
lie needed no power and very little labor. H e probablv
also knew of the Pike Acid Fact orv which had located in
the town ..ome four years earlier. .

T he Clapp factory cun..i..ted of a series of connected one
slory buil dings of frame const ruction on hrick foundations.
T he establishment included a barn for the horses and
teams. ;\ photograph of the factory, fro m the collection
of my cousin , t he late Charles T ill ing hast Straight , shows
the genera l layout. According to the 1865 deed the land
at the fact ory comprised approximately 500 acres, and in
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addition my grandfather . in M arch 1869, bought from
Al be rt Gorton for H-50 a 50-acre woodlot which he sold
in August 1872 to J ohn T ill inghast for $ 150, appa rently
havi ng cut off all the wood by then.

I han: referred to the prod uct of the factory as acetic
acid. M ore technica lly it was pyrolig neous acid which is
an acid liquor contai ning acetic acid and methanol, or wood
alcohol. T he process was what is called destructive, or
dry, distillation IIf wood. T his meant load ing the cut wood
into iron reto rts , or large ovens , which were airtig ht except
fur a pipe at the top to carry off the vapor prod uced . Fires
were main tained under these r-etorts which baked the wood
to the point where it gave off vapor. T his passed up the
pipe and along a bent continuation of the pipe to a spot
where it was cooled by run ning water from the brook . T his
condensed the vapor into liquid which was then drai ned off
and collected. In other words these were sti lls where wood,
instead of some liquid , was d ist illed .

Wh ut was lef t of the wood after the process was (om
pleted was charcoa l which was used as fuel to heat the
retorts. Part of it mav have been sold to the mills for use
ill their dyes. .

T he factory emp loyed about 15 men, which I believe
constit uted practica lly the entire labor supply in the vicin
it}'. O ther tha n (he superi ntendent , the work did not call
for what under modern standards would be classed as
skilled workm en ; they were principa lly woodcutters, team
sters , men to stoke the tires, and ge neral laborers .

W hile this acid today would he shipped in carboys or
earthen ware containers, it is probable that they used bar
rels or casks. T his is born e out by the barr els in the photo
g raph and by the large number of barrel hoops which I
remember seeing in the ruins of the factory. Quite possibly
they employed a cooper and made their own bar rel s.

T he capacity of the factory, according to the 1878 his
tory, was 800 ga llons a day. T his pr oduct was hauled by
team from the Acid Factory over the New Road to West
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Greenwich Centre and thence over the Sand iuu Road
through H opkins H ollow to Greene. where it was Iondcd
on freig ht cars of the H artford . Providence. and Fi...h
kill-on-thc -Ll udson Railroad for shipment to the textile
mills. T o do thi s teaming the acid factory compan ~· owned
10 horses.

T he tina] chapter , so far as the Acid Factory wa- con
cerned . was written. I think , in 1907. when the g reat tire
of that year ...wept down from the northwe...t and burned
the factory buildings to the ground.

R O ll E R-r " · U . I. I .-\\ IS·S \ \" I F E

Robert W ill iams, brothe r of Roger. has been neglected
by R hode Island gencalogi... ts, undoubtedly because he is
not known to have left any descendants. T here is a possi
bility, however, that he was married twice. and certainly
he was married at least once. Ruger Wi lliams, in George
F ox /bgf,'d out of his Rur,-O":.<.·t'J,'" refe rs to " Elizabeth
"'ill iams, my brcrbcr's wife" in connection with the
famous de bate bet ween Will iams and the Q uakers at
Newport in 1672, showing that . as of tha t date, Robert ,
who was then a school master at Xewporr, had a wife Eli za
beth. In 1657, an Ann Will iams, appa rent ly of Providence
is menti oned in the court records ," and . since there is no
other way to accoun t for her presence here. t he question
ariscs: Was this Ann Wil fiam-, the wife of Rubert ?

ThL' 1':L'\\' England Govern ors \ 'S, Lincol n:,
T he P rovidence Conference

By \\'IL L J..\\I It l h-:SS E LTI ~ E and I t -\ZE L C. ,,'01.1: *

In its constitutional aspects the American Civil Wa r in
volvcd a readj ustment of the relation ... between the nat ional
government and the several States. The Sout h ...eceded in
th e name of States' ril;h t~ , and the Southe rn Con federacy
failed, in part. becau-c Statc...• rig ht ... doctrine... weakened the
power of J efferson 1);l'-i-', gun: rn ment. Hut in the L"nited
State~, a-, well, State... ' righ t... con... ranrlv hampered , and
occasionall y th reate ned to wreck. t he W:Ir effort.

In the long conflict between Lincoln and the Radical
Republican... for the contro l of the north ern go\,e rn ment's
policie.... both M od erates and Rad ical.... a" occa ion de -
manded. atte mpted to u...c the power uf the State agai n... t
each othe r. On e ... uch att empt by the Rad ical" ca me to a
focus at the Brown L' nivcr... ity Commencement on Seprem
ber J and .+. 1862.

The vcar 1862 W:ISa crucial one fur Abraham Lincoln' ...
relation':; with the Radicals. T he Radicals ent ered the year
with definite plans for uproot ing slavery, el iminating the
dangers of Sout hern dom ination, and expropriating South
ern wealth for Xorthcru emigrant-. T u accomplish this,
the ir ...ched ule called fir... t for replacemen t uf " Southern
sympathizer... '· like General Cecrgc It :'\IcC lelJan with
" ...trong" men like J uhn C. Fremont whose 1861 proclama
tion freeing the slaves and confi...eating oth er property in
his M issouri command had so thrilled Rad ical hearts. Such
men then were to help hring the admini... trntion to a general
emancipation and confiscation program ... upplemeurcd by
the ll ...e of Xcgrc combat for ce.... '
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fiscation, emancipation and the usc of :\'egru rroops-c-wcre
rborcughlv involved with the President's dependence upon
the governors fur soldiers. Worst feature (If the involve
meut was the fact that other governors and Repub lican
polit icians shared Andrew's "conditional patriot ism" senti
ment. Ind eed , it was this whole situation which evcntually
sent Rad ica l citizens to conferring with Rad ica l governors
at P rovidence.

Conditional patr-iotism immediately received a denial
from Huston's Democratic rnnyor J oseph Wightman. T he
mayor emphatically informed L incoln that And rew' s
views did nut coincide with the opinion of M assachusetts
citizens. T he mayor would be glad to raise troops so long
as t he President adhered to his Hordcr State pulicy and
eschewed abolitionism."

M ayor Wightman's letter opened Lincoln's eyes. F ro m
the beginning, citizens' committees had rendered valuable
aid in stimulating enlistments and furnishing fuel to the
tires of patriotism. L incoln and Secre tary of State Wi lliam
H , Scward-c-bo rh adept in the wiles of politics-c-deviscd a
scheme to use the rnavors and citizens' committees to force
the hands of the governors.

Seward appeared in New York, and with ostentatious
secrecy began to confer with the mayors of New York and
Philade lphia. l le let it he known that he was going on to
consult with Wightman and the mayors of New E ng land
cities. P romptly Andrew C. Curtin, governor of Pcn nsyl 
vania , ar-ose [t-orn a sick bed in a New York hotel and ap
peared at Seward's door. I Ic thought that g(}vernur~, nut
mayors, should call troop», Seward thought so too and
showed Curtin a letter which the governors might ~ign.

T he letter was a request from the gO\'ernor~ to Lincoln.
I f the governors would a-k L incol n to call mor-e troops,
L incoln would res pond. Seward brought forth L incoln's
already prepared reply. Both the gulwrnatoria l let ter and
the presidential reply were appropriately predated.
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Curt in hu rried out to telegraph the governor- that Lin 
col» mu... t Ix" a...ked to call for greater number... of 1111:11.

Knowing tn l" political COIl:.-eq UCIlCC... to th em if Lin coln
t:~mc:d ,up wit~ the Dem ocrati c may or... and the bi-par ri...an
CIti zen ... C~m lTl l tt cc ... , th e go n:rnors wired approva l and xrt
dtJ\~'n to ~~un.. out how they were going (0 meet the ne w
levie s. :\clthc~ the letter nor the reply had ment ioned
num ber... . hut Seward had talked of 100,OllO men. The
g:o\:crno:~ ~'crc amaz ed to lind that L incoln, in re...pOI1"C to
their artificial ly-in...pired letter, had called for JOO ,OnO! ·

Meanwhil e, after long debate, a ccnti scarion hill wa...
c lt:a~ ng the fi nal hurdl e... in Congre...... . Hut the Radical .
dC"'P I ~C r~ pca!t:d dc'."an~s for complete subj uga tion and
ccloniznticu either with Negroes or with Xorthem soldie rs,
fell far short of their goal . The Confiscation Act wh ich
became b~\' un .July 17 applied only to property in slave
and left discretionary power to the Ch id Execut ive in the
matter of using Xeg rc sold iers . Against such ha lf-wav
measure s the Radical s prepared a new offensive. .

I f ..-\ hra ham Lincoln could turn to private citi zens for aid
for his program, so could the Radical s. It was time X orrh
ern. h~si~~:-:- men learned of the profits which mig ht be
rhcirsiu 1exas and other Sout hern reg ions if the P resident
would pro-ecurc a real aboliti onist war und er Rad ical
supervision. To outwit the P resident. the logical solution
to the sit uation was Rad ical control of the hi-part isan citi 
zens' committees with which Lincol n was threat ening the
Republ ican governors.

When Seward had gone to Ne w York on J ulr I , he had
found the old l Inion Defence Committee preparing to d is-
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band. H t: assembled some of t hem at tIl" :\"' 0' Ii... . ' OUSC,

however, and convinced them t hat Lincoln stil l neede d
their a-sistancc. Hut Seward had not reckoned wit h Radical
astuteness. La ter, .....hen the comm ittee had reorga nized
and beg un to funct ion, he discovered that the Radical :'.
dom inated it. -

. On .!ul~' 15 a huge I{~d ical - rbnned "war rnccting" drcw
Xew ); orkers from their work to hear businc.... leaders and
I{ ~d ical pol iticia~s,led hr John ..\ . Stev ens, j r., and Prosper
\\ etmore, acetu m pre -arranged resolution .. which de
~a?ded a~ abolitioni-r war program . Recruiting stands
'Il\ -'t~d enlist ment , and solicitors urged men of property to
contribute to bounty funds. Two weeks late r the old Union
I>den~e Committc.t:\ Rad icals were prepared to go all out
for their program. '

In ea rly Au gusr a delegat ion from t he reorganized com
mitt ee joined with X ew York Citv'.. Co mmon Co uncil and
the Cham ber of Commerce to 'oCr up a Itt- membe r Com
mitt ee on Xational :\ ffairs. Radical .. closelv allied with

-Secretary of Trea-ury Salmon P. Chase d(~minated this
g roup. The commit tee entered with offic ious enthusiasm
into correspondence with Secretary of W ar Edwin ~ l.

Stanton , praised his work, made ..ugge- rions fur improving
the n:cruitm~nt system, and applied for permission to be
come an enlistment agency. T he Radicals had here an
effective agen cy and a g~"xl starr \)11 th eir re vamped
prog ram.

As they became more and more concern ed that Lin coln
might return ;\l cC 1clJan to com mand all of the Union
forces and that. a combination of moderate Republicans and
Democrats migh t threaten the fall elections, Rad ical
lead:rs m~ve~ towar~l .~tronger measure s against the P resi
dent s vacil lating policies. I llusrrarive of their laments was
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r:"no'''''''' r:,,,,,,,·,/ "j 11,,' eif',' .f S ,-,, · r, ,, ;,, " " ,f (1,1"" Co""",i/f,' " "J f.o",,1Ci/;~.·" .,.
1.,"' 1<'", ,m" ,~p " "" hN ( ~ (." y " , k, 1~ " 2 ) , I; .."", w. Smi l n, G"'''dli' 'T For," . f
t.", ." /' ., o''''.t d'l .fd ,_:f Slu,,," '" (:,,,,1 11 ,tT /,,,-, ., ,, ,, (;'"uf, I"". ""puhli,t.,J J"<h,,. l
d' '''''I,' '"", ,n tl... Ioh..,,- ,,/ ' n,' (·ni, .." ,,, · " I Wi" """ ,, , d.,t.d 1'11'1_
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the charge of J ames A, H amil ton , son of the first tn:asury
sccrctar v and a Radical, that Seward had ta lked Lincoln
out of issuing an emancipation proc lamation. It was ' :in
contemplation," said H amil ton, that a h u nd~ed suhsta~tla l

men should call upon the President to te ll him how things
should be dune and to force cabinet members to a show
do wn on Radical tenet s. Shortly thereafter l Iamil ron
assisted with preparations for the Providence conference."

O n Septe mber I, 1862, the National W ar Committee
met secretl y in the rooms of t he New York Chamber of
Co mme rce to organize for the tremendous job of applying
mor-e intensive pressure to the Adm inistration. P lans .ma
tured qu ickly and the wheels began to move. A ~()ll1 mlttee

of seven was to urge citizens to support new levies for the
army, anot her group was to subdi vide to appea l pcrsonall y
to ~ort hern governors for support for Radical project ...
attired in patr iot ic ra iment. O ne man went to the Xort b
weste rn governors, two went to the capita ls of New J ersey
and Pennsylvania, and three went to the Ne w England
States.

O n September J Charl es Gou ld , Pr~Jsper \Yet l~ore, and
Nehemiah Knight swung off the tram at Providence to
meet Governors Will ium Sprag ue of R hode Island , Israel
Washburne of M aine, J ohn Andrew of M assachusetts,
Nathaniel Berry of :i\ew H ampshire, and Samuel Buck
ingh am of Con necticut at the Brown University Com
mence ment. John Andrew, concerned over Wig htman's
intransigence.frad assembled the governors in hopes of COIl

solidating their support in the abolitionist " condi tional
pat riotism " prugr'a m. H e came to Providence fresh fro m a
meeting on Boston Common. T here, far f.rom aballdor~

ing conditiona l patriotism he had re-emphasized the Rad i
cal de mands .

Alth ough the governors hoped to keep their purposes
and activ ities secret, there could be no doubt about the
meaning of their speeches at the unive rsity commence ment
d inner un the evening of September J , Was hburne , called

" \ ' ,."""" t', ( ; " , nnnr r fl"JI'r;ck 11,.1h"" ,k J ;d ",,1 ,m c·"J ,h ,· I',,, \ i,len"· "".,., ;",.
S", ilh, (; ,·" ,1dll , 'r Fa" ,., "/ [ '"; ,,,, I''''''''!!d,d" , 17U.l - 1; We ,·d"Il, It"M (;,,, -,,,,, .
"I,"I! , .'..'.~-.'. ,~l , ~.'.6; l .'.X ; 1" -"""'" _~ ".f,,"" ' , .'. , 4~; 3. /./,, ',' '' '' ' h,l IIi, E,,,-,II,,,,,
(,' a, ·a".. J"h" .-L .'h,f" ~I, 1I 0'!. E,f"." ,! f.", .,'" ,/! , /f " ,.. II . F . TI,u ......, . a"J }{",,
R"h ...: I.". lU"IIIl -"p, [) "I" ·" d ,,1 /1" ,11" " .If ,.,.,,, ,!! j ot .EI "/ Ra n,;!.' ,,!., Jf .-l,1 '."
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The committee, therefore, led by J ohn E. William
and James A. I bmihon, went to Washington. Fi r:-t they
called on Ch ase, who welcomed them warmly but ad vi...ed
them to ap proach Lincoln cautiously. But nn Sept ember
10, when th ey int erviewed the P resident, they la...bed out
fu riously agai nst Secret ary Sewa rd , and Will iams blu rted
out a req uest for the rem oval of ~IcC lel la n. Lincoln took
ad vantage of their int em perance and accused them of hcilll;
will ing to do anyrhi ng-c-e vcn to ruining the counrry-c-to
get rid of Seward, and d ismissed them. By the next dar's
confere nce bet ween the President and J ames A. H amilton,
howeve r, Lincoln was in a di ffere nt mood . H e li...tcncd
pat iently to the Xew York Radical and asked him to form 
ulate and tra nsm it to him a suitable plan for the emancipa 
tion of the Xegro."

The Providence meet ing encouraged the agi tation fur a
meeting at which the governo rs of all the loyal States would
discuss all the problem s of the war, its aims and its prupc r
prosecution. The Radicals lo nged to devise some sche me
for direct leve rag e upon the Administration. Governor
Andrew confided to t he Radical, Count G urowski, t hat he
was trying to organize a mo veme nt to save the President
from ruining the country. Zach Ch andler wrote Senator
L yman Trumbull that he feared "nothing will S:l\'C us hut
a demand of the loyal go vernors , baded by a IlIredl- that
a change of policy and men shall instantly be made. .. .''' I

But M oderates among Lincoln 's suppor ters watched
haw k-like to stop any such move . Even as the Radical gov
ernors were meeting at Providence, Pennsyl vania 's GO\'-

flu C• ..,,,,u f / ..,I", rllt ,h ,pi.-" . f rh, C. ..,."i"u . j 0" , lI.." ",, , J ""./ F i j f )', ...
W,J,." J".•• •""I",r :":, l li62 (R o, t" n , U 6! ), p. 6. X. .. \ ·" . k l '. ih " . , S'rt rm b• •
12 1 N. w Yo, k Ifn " lJ. ~'rl.mb... ", 14, !9, X." Y" ,k Jo., ,,JI .f C."'''',,,,,
S, pl~n,h<-. ' , 6, ! J, X. " Yo,k ll' . d J , S,·pt,mb.., ;. Oct..br. I ; l·h iLo J d pl,i.. i'" " .
S,pt, mh<- . J, 1I" , tol\ D"il~' :f ,It 'Nti,,,, S.p t.",h~r 4, IM 6!.

I" J> n,<o .... HJn, ilt ..n, R" " i""' c,·" .., . j }"",,,:1. If"", ;!, . ,, ; ., .1/ ,' " "",{ F, '. " I'.
"t If ...,. ""J .ih 'Q".f , Ih,,;" ~ Th,a (J"."fas .f " C,nt-J"J ( X .... \ ' " , k, 1 ~6Y), ' ~Y .

; n ; R<>b~ 'l II. ....'Jrd,,,, .i n ,I u . ..nr Q! f h_ /', i. ,,,!. !..if_ "",/ PI/Mi , s,·" ,;,·" 01
-,""I ",. " P. Ch"u (C'nc;""."i. l~~~ l . ~ 6 :- .~ 6M . Smith, C,,,,·,.,ri,·. r OT' '' .f V" i. "
P, ·p"I"" ·/,,,17 1,

II And"", to ( ;u, ,,,, . k i, S<pkmh<-, 6, 1 ~6~ . ..\ nJ " " :'1;, . LcLt rr h< " ,k•• e l.., ,,dl ,,
to T , umb" ll , Sr pl,mbr, lll, 1~6 ! , Trumbull :'1" .

i
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ernor Curt in wa consult ing with Lincoln abou t forestalling
a Radica l-sport ored gubernatorial conference. \Y ith the
President's con-c ut, Curtin organized a meet ing for Sep
te mber 2-1- at Altoona, Penn...vlvania, and And rew led the
gcvcrnurs who had perfectedtheir program at Providence
to the A lt oon a Confe re nce.

Perhaps the Providence delegation wou ld have d om
inated the Al toona Con ference, had not Lincoln cut the
ground from unde r them. Two days before the gU\'ernur~

met in the Pcnnsvl vania citv, the Pre...ident is... ued the
Emancipation Pr~lamat iun . ' At Alt oona, the Xew E ng
land gover nors made a vigoro us figh t to force the ir view
on th eir colleagues, but Lincoln had st rengthened the
~Ioderates ' hands-and the convention could only agree
[Q appw\·e the Proclam at ion and pledge the go vernor... '
cont inued support to the Ad ruinietraricn."

Thus passed one of the more serious threats to Li ncol n' s
cont rol of the policies of the northern governmen t in the
Civ il " ·ar.

"John G . S i« , b .,· . nJ J "hn li n , .f!> " !.i f.. ..I 1I ;11• •~ (1 0 , .. h .• :-;. ..
Y."k, 1~(0 ) , 6 . I'~ · 161l . ~ ... Y..,k r.i" ~ ptrmb.-' !; ; X r .., 1t ll'••U.
""'p..mb.-, ! (;; X...· ,"" . It lIn ..U , .....p'rmb.' ! ; , !6, ! - . !~, ! <I , X · \ 'o , 1t I n ...,,!
. , C......",,·• • S<-pl.mb.-. !l, ! 6. ~ - , I),o-I. " il .{ ,i , " ri", plrmb.. ! 4. !' . P h' l. ·
d~l ph'. [." ..i .a. S<-p t..,nb.-, !_. !6. " hiJ, J d phi, P., pl...Ilb.-' 1,1; \ ·..lo,mh".
C,i, ;, . O.."b.-r 1. U 6! ; O. R., ..... ,.. 1. ; ~!.h4

Grants-in- Aid Available
The Instit ute of Earlv American l l istorv and Culture.

Wi l liamsburg, \ ·irg inia,· announces that it 'is prepa red ttl
provide a limited numbe r of Gra nts-in-Aid uf Research in
the field of Earl y American Hi-tory and Culture to the
year 18 15. These g rants will he available to those who
have a de finit e project of research in progress. Application
must be received by April J5, 19+7; announcements of
awards will be mad e J une I, 19.+7. I nformation and forms
for appli cat ion may he procu red from th e Director of t he
l nstit ure, C oodwiu Buildi ng', Williarnsburg , Virginia.
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Captain Corne lius Sou le
By \ \ · I L I.I ..\ ' I ( ;U:E:\E R O F.I. "- E R

Ca ptain Cornelius S< Juh:. whe-e portrai t, pa inted in
Ch ina, j:-; reprod uced UJI the op posi te pal;c, wa... a di srin
gui ...hcd mari ner uf Tivert on, Rhod e l eland , and one c f
-evcral ...hip captain" from thi- rq,:ioll who roo k rart in
the China trade.

H(:[\H:CI1 1 7 9 ~ and 18(1 5 he wa ... in command of the ...hi p
1',d lJ/ ' '!"'',' owned b\ loh n lnnc-, Cla rk and Wi lli.un I: .
~ l cg~c , Providence merchant... .Ybout 1806, whil e in com 
mand of the brigant ine TU/Jt'r,' abn owned by Clark, he
rescued the ..urvivor-, of a wrecked O..;,ak;a junk and lauded
t hem af O ahu in the H awaiian Islnnd -. .

But hi... mo-t importan t HJr agc wu... in com mand of J ohn
j acob .-\ ..to r's fnvorirc ..hip , Beaver, which \\-:1... sen t to re 
inforce the ~trugJ;lillg settlement at Astoria with men an d
supplies. He,l':: t'r wa .. buil t at ;\CW York by Eckford 6:
}k ehc and wa , regi... tercd on 7 ;\ lay 18()5. She was
de ...cribed a.. :1 " full Hat bottomed ..hip" of -1- 27 ton.., and
had a live oak fra me which ga ve her such re markabl e
longc\'ity that when ..he wn.. finall y broken up about 1850
..orne of her nmbc rs were put into a new vc..:-cl.'

H e'(/':: /'r arr-i ved at Oahu on 26 M arch 1lot 12 and ..a iled on
(j .\ pril [ur the Co lumbia Rive r, where ..he arrived 5 ;\lay.
T he pa.....age of the bar wa- nut attempted until a cutt er
had buoved the chan ne l. On <) ;\ Jav, vtcl .enna», one of
the clerk ... at .h tur ia , pi loted her'~afc l r over the bar
alt hough ..he ..t ruck twice durin g the ad venture .

.\ frer much o J11 ~1l1 rat ion it was agreed that Cuprui tl S\nile
...hould make a coa..t ing \'uyage in Be'ir.:a to the Ru ..... ian

1 ...h.. "., "";11 ." .. ".n'O. " ,.••• hu ... ll •. in I -" ~ . nJ "" Ul<J .1 !!- ~ " " ;
I<n', ...... .,.,t R' I ' r,,' .~., f: ~ , . I1", , ~ ' .1 1',."./, ..". R h, .I, 1 , 1. ~ .I, 1~~;·JY;'.

r"-r-" ..J h,- lh.- W.I' _v., ... 1. I. r,'" ! \ ~.Zl. r. , !" , ~ " . ! I",U,

~ /ILlilt "I ~ "tl h 1', .. \;<1""...., I~II ~...11 .. ,,, I.,J ni , "I r"" •. (blo!, t- 1014 .
~" . '.11~ .

·' ....<>",..'h W . I'..,,,·,. I." I • .-nl. .l,r",. H. m . II •• I C,mh,;.lg... I"lll,
r- 11,_
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po~t~ in Alu-ka. Accordingly he sailed from th~ Columbia
on -I- August . aga in grounding tw ice as he - Iippcd over
the bar. lie is supposed to han : remarked: "I'll never
CfOSS YO U again !" Ar riving at :Sew Archangel on 19
Augusr he sold a cargo which had been invoiced at ~cw
York for $22,3-1-2.38 to Governor Baranoff for $) 6,
-l- 6 5. 8 i ~ ! . I n accordance with his orders parOle.ll t was to
he made in -eal -kins , bur as there were none at :" t:w Arch
angel , w. P. I ~ ~nt . one ~f the. rart,ncrs~ ~)rdcrcd Rr'd'::a
to t he b la nd of St . Paul In Bering Sea. I he re. when she
had loaded onl y half her cargo of 7+,5 4- 1 sea l skins, valued
at 75 cents to $1 eac h, she was blown off short: by a ga le
and badlv damaged. She was able, however , ru ret urn
and complete the loading.

Wa shington Irving states in hi!'> .-Istorio. tha t H unt and
~ule.: had been ordered £0 return to Ast oria . Hut Bru...·er,
in their opinion, wa ... !'>o bad ly d~mag~d that it \~'a:; unsafe
fur her to attem pt the Columbia R ive r bar WIth such a
valuable cargo. AI...o t h e~' bel ieved that rhe trip hark . to
t he Columbia wou ld take ...o long that Beaver would arri ve
at Canton in an unfavorable season for d isposing of the
pcltries and ge tting a return cargo. Since..Astor had
planned to send a reinforcing ship to A tona e~ch vear
Ilunt concluded it was bette r fur the Pv t to walt a few
month s for supp lies than for Bc'o...·rr to risk the loss of her
market . H ence Bemrr was taken to the Hawaiian l slnnds
hy Captain Soul e under H unt 's .order. There sh~ was
repaired and on I J anuary 18 1J sail ed for Can ton w~t ~ out

knowing of the declaration of war between the U nited
States and Great Britain.

T he war had prevented ..h tor frum sending another ship
from the East Coast. leaving ..hroria in a precarious po-i
rion . When an armed force: from the Canadian Xort hwesr
Com pany called upon the post to surre nder, Du ncan
:'\JcDougall, a Canad ian remporurily in charge, sold out
the post and its proper ty for $58.000, a mere fraction of
the: value.

•

A1U St' U JIl Exhibitions

Oaober RIIODE l~LI:\D 0 :\ THE SEA 1:\ THE
E..I RI.Y :\I:\ETEE:\TII CE:-;TURY.

Novembrr I)RO \ 'll )E:\C E POST.\lAST ER STA .\ IPS.

De(eluber :\11 l\'I AT URE ')'1':,\ SETS
IOilned from the collection of M rs. H oward
l obnson Greene.



Book Review
1.. I II '" <w~n.I _I " ~ ' D"",, , EJ ileJ !>y H OWJri Corning. " Nd'",J i', ..
',I fli, .11JJJxnll'''''' lI ill , rir,:! S,,-;,I\', Volume 1.:\"\ 11 . 1\' ''1<>11 , 1'14:;.
rr. 1- ~ - _, r, .,""

T he,", lette rs arc from 1\\0 lett er t-ools on dcpo-it in lht: Kho..lc Isb nJ
H i<lm ;,-l ] :'00;:1<:1'-. T h.'1 '\c'fe w ri ucn from Cl m ,m. Chin.., be tween
""rl,mha I ll, 1 ~ 9'l In-i :'.:plclllt>cr 2 1. tsm. In,~ J~C bel~<:H'J ..~- \ 1, .
C ur ninK {0 1><.· lhe •·..nli.·,! <TInllnunu< rccod' <1111 III ,,\'Slen'·... of .:11I
, \nl<"Ti\-~n m cn;- hJn! 's ~'J rl i ( i rJ [ ;"ll in Ihe C hin.. tr.d,,:'

:'ulliYJIl D orr , rhc writc r "f the lcttcr-, 'u, Ill" son .. f F b..'nocf D" rr,
J go,.,," merch. mr , ,\11.. <:.uh ,"",'-,111\<' inkT.',lcJ in the fur tfl,l" un Ih"
:"-" n h 'H , l Coast. .Xi lh<· ",.,; IllJ rL<: 1 for the furs \\J < in C hin.., rhc cider
D" n \\.IS naturallv .1r.I\\n in l" 11'1" trndc at Call1on. \ \ ' ilh rhc jii; rad ual
" xpami on of the buvincss ir h..'C1mt .le.' ira.hle for him to kn'e .1 permanen l
rep resentat ive at C"nton, "II.I Y"\l l1 ~ ~\lIIII·.lJl Dorr ' l'tnl fotH .1 e.lr' thc tc
in th.lt rap acilY.

T he letters arc richlv ,Ie!.(rif'lile "f l ife ill C.1Il1" 1l and (If th" " a: , of
the China lr.tdo:rs of th"l tim e. In Ih" mnin , th ..-...· arc a,I,lr..·,,,,,<I to t hc
f.llhcr .md bro thers of ~ulli,all DOH, and thcv p" rIJ in I.trJ( ..·I.I· tu the
mcrcmti!c ,,/fai rs of rh..· Dorr f.lmil.I·. Xevcrthcl..·"" ih..·~ threm much
l ijii;hl on the C hina Ira.!o: .l! eno:rall ~- . T he:' list the 11.lll1 " ', and the horne
pun. of ship, whi ch halT"neJ ro be in the hJTour at the momen t ,:f
writ inK. Th ey c"ntain JdaileJ .lccoun l_ of c.lr.2:'lCs of fur-s .ln~ ~h e l r

u!o:,. as well as full r.ulicuIJr> regJrd in.l:" ret ur n carKon of L hme-c
rn"l ucu .

T his correspondence is not " ith ou t items of -pccial int,·r.,'! t" Rho,1..
" land ..,IS. , \ numbe r of 11'1 ..· len.' rs arc J.dd r~.1 to Brm~ n J.nJ I"",. the
well-known Providence mc rcanrilc firm, whir h wa. e Il en,il'd.l- en
!tagcJ in the Ch ina tlJ..k h m hermnre. :' ~ lI i \Jn . ~)urr ,uMc<.juen~l:

sett led in I' ro\"idenCl.·. where he h:ca mc a r rommcn[ CI[ILen and .uccc,' lu l
hu,i"t:;.s nun. Lasr, hut nut leJ.,t. 1'1 ... ' ''J, the farh..-r "f Th"rn u \ \ 'i llo< >I1
D"tr. on e of the storm center s oi RhoJ..· I; l.m-l hi,to r~' in the 19th
C cn turv,

R h l~l e Isb nJ crs shuu lJ tal ... prid e in the facr Ihal Ih,,>c lett er s ar..,
huu",J in J. Provid cn..·.... IiI-uti·. I n conjunction wifh . irni b r rmt crial in
the Brown Papers in Ih" Juh n" C.ITl .... r Hrow n Lib rarv, lh~y rnnkc th.., l· ~ t."
an important center for thl' llu ,ly of our ....Jrlr comrn crcial ..."nl.lI."U with
C hilla.

J \M E; B. II ~ I " . I. ;
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Rural Economy in Rhode Island.
200 Years Ago

c

By C \IU. K. \\"OOl)\\" .\ R O , PH.I>.

T he account hook i-, of more than popu lar inrercs r to th e
studen t of the history of eco nomic,. .-\ good pictur-e is given
of prevailing pr ices in Rhod e bland during the decade of
the 1730\ . Al so, it i ~ possibl e to d iscover certain tr end s in
prices during th is peri od. A genera l trend upward in the
pri ces both o f commodi ties and of labor appears be tween
17.13 and 1739 . Fur example , 3 bushel uf corn sold for
r, shillings in 173 4- and 8 sh illings in 173H. Flax rose from
2 shill ings 6 pence to 3 shill ings between 1734- and 17-1-0.
R trl ey was sold at (j sh ill ings a bushel in 1734-,9 shill ings
in 1739 . Pot3tocs are Ii-tcd at 4- .,hill ing s a bushe l in 1736 ,
6 .,hilli ngs ill 173 7. Tobacccc on th e other hand , seems to
haw fluctu ated irreg ularly. It :-0011.1 fur 6 pence a pou nd in
1734- ; 10 to 12 pence a po und in 1736; ~ pence in 1738;
6 pence agai n in 173 9.

.-h to livestock and meat, bed sold at 5 pence a pound in
17.15 . 6}-:? pence in 1739 ; veal at 4- y:? pence a pound in
1734-; 6X in 1739. T all ow is listed at 12 pence in 1735
and 1736.and l-t ro 15 pence in 17J 7, pcrpound. Hutt er
sold as low as I sh illi ng . 6 pen ce in 1735, and as hig h as
2 sh ill ings , 6 pence in 1736, 173 7 and 1739. C beesec like 
wise, appears to have risen from a low of 5 pence in 1736
to a high of 12 pence i ll 1738 and 1739.

One record of rhc sale of milk is listed in 173 7, :H 4- pence
rcr quart. H cu-, ' eggs appea r in [ 739 at I shill ing per
dozen. and "Dunghill fowl s" from year to year seem to
have bro ught a standa rd tigure of 1 sh illing, 6 pence.

Fl our sold in 1735 at 2 pou nds per hundred weight , and
rye mea l at 9 shill ings per bushel. 111 1735 and 1736,

II'
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\hry . whe reof i. m~'t.:r for Ih., present \ ·03,1:" CJpl. :'r uckk~'

:' tJ tfur d ..nd non riJin~ ..t .Ynchor in the hnhour uf \ \ 'J rw ick , ..
..nd bourrJ fu r .-\nrigu.. ur Lceard f, h n,h ... T u l.1J' ti,,: horses
;6 hO,l:; )oI 4 ,1:,,<:$ lo')tI h"1Il K. .,u J , 441011 ill :'1.11,..,. I'JIIU :,hio,i:lc" :;OU
II b..rD !ish :'c\en SS Jprle. I 74ff. fb Cheese

DJ lcJ in W..micl rhi. "It I)J ~ uf I) c-cemh' 1-1 (1

C.lrt. :' lUc LJe~ ' :,urforJ

Benoni \\':Ite rman\ account boo k i... typ ica l o f the tree...
urcs of historicaI information that lie tucked awnv ill obscure
corners, await ing the <killed eye of th e ... rudcnr of social and
economic hi... rorv. I )uuhde:.-s the attics uf m.mv all ancient
Rhode Island hou...c still contain mate rial I;f this sort .
Preser vation uf documents like the...e for the benefit of
pu... ter irv is one uf the pri ncipa l [unctions of the R hode
bland l Iisnn-irnl Socicr v. Po... :.-cs:.-ors of -uch material will
pe rfor m a va luable publicservice by placing it in the keep
ing uf t he Society.

candles wen: sold at I shil ling , 8 pence per pound. Salt
wac sold at 7 shillings per bushe l.

A mowing scythe could he bought for 16 ... hill ing -, and
a pair of shears for 7 ...hillings. Cord wood ro-c from 14
shillings per cord in 1735 (0 20 shill ings in 1739. I ),mlnk:.-:.
this was due, in a measure, to the ri ... ing cost of labor. M en
were paid J ~hiJlings per cord for chopping WOI.x.i in 17J -l,
and ill 1736 were receiving J shi llings, 6 pence.

:\ farm hand mowing har received 5 shillings, 6 pc lice
in 1734-, 7 shi l lings in 17.19. Five to seven shi l lings per dar
...cems to have been a com mon wage for the heavie r and
...kill ed types of farm work, such as :.- heari n~ sheep, kill ing
hogs, split ting rail s, picking apples, thr eshing burley, and
hoeing corn.

Work which involved th e U~· of equipmen t, far m ani
mals, and extra hands, of course , com ma nded proportion 
a ll y high er par . For exam ple , \\·aterm~n received 15 to
2n shil lings a dar for plowing and ca r ti ng Wit h all extra
hand and three catt le. For carting rai ls wit h a man and
ream , he received 12 shi llings a da r.

For the benefit of those who arc interested, the de railed
prices of the va rious commodities and ...crvices for the year:.
cove red in the account hoo k have been tabu lated at t he end
of this article. Becau...e of the incompleteness of portions of
the reco rd, some of th e da tes are approxi ma ted. Likewise,
a list of the na mes of the persons with whom W ater man
had accounts is ginn,

:\ gli mpse of the ...urt of produce exported from R hod e
b land in Benoni Water man's dar is given in the manifest
of T ire I.it/ le ,Hdr)', Capt ain Stuckley Sta fford , M aster,
wh ich sailed from W arwick December 5, 1730. Probabl y
she took on her cargo within a sto ne's throw of Benoni's
sto re ; perhaps he hel ped supply he r; doubtless her cargo
was similar to that suhsequentl y car ried by th e ve:.-:.-eb uf
th t: \\'ater man Brot hers :

$hirpcd in Goo,l Or,ler & wdl cund irio l1 cd hy CJp t. .Irn.eph Sutford
&. CompJny own<:r~•. ,. in Jnd upon the ,l:ood 5100p n lh l T he L in le

•

.fohn .-\rlioe, ~huolmJ'I"r

FrJnci; .-\rwnoJ
:\Ir..\1. E. Beck s. of Boston ,

!hm'er
[os. C..hoone
C..pr. J on..than C ha,.,
l>ebiJh Colt:
\: Jth..nid Cole
:'Jmud Coll ing;
Joh n OJ,"i;
C harl es Fav nes
\ hrJ hJ tn f rance,
[ohn Gcrcar.Jv. \ \"Jrw i.·l
·R"r.."rl G ihos: Providence
Hrrlow c,rc·en, \ , 'Jrl,id
l:li"hJ G reen
Philip Green
Charles H J., 'nes
\ Jr. H un!. Ih .. OoJIlllJll
InJ ian :\I.lfge r~·

• •

\I eril>c I.,-c
.kremiJh I. ir p in . WJr wid
John Lippitl, \\ 'JTwid ,
CJp t..\m()§ Loclw ood, WJr wicl
,-\JJm Lo we
\I i..h (I nJ ian m..n)
\lJster W illiJm :'t:hreicl

(:'chre ich)
I<,.1JCSctu ke
El'd: iel :,mirh
\lr. Sm ith, of Taunton. l->u..t m..n
Samuel :, rJtfnrJ

Hll.lt" Stone
Pe te r Tai ler ( ' I·a.,l"r)
:'.lInue! \ \ ' ;lf na , \\ 'Jr \\'ir l
~u>.1nnah " ·Jrn er, \\'arwid
C.l !-'1. Juhn \ \ ' ,Hn m .llI. ~ ewport

L'.lr t. Rn oh-cd \ \ ' Jte rnl.ln,
Ruh..: rt \ \ ·est,l: ,lf e . \\' Jrwid
\\·illi.l l1l \ , ',w"l, IIIMincr
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PRI CE :; OF CO :\I \l O DIT IES LI STED 1:\ L,, ~( ' Jl iy/ I
BE::'\OXI W,\TER:\IAN'S ACCOeXT BOO K, 1733-1 7-lo0 Y".u * L - s - J L - s - d

l. rj~': H igh H"er (hl,r) 17 ,l/ , ,- i- 0
L- s -d L- s- d 171 7 1,- 0- 0Y,,~ r·

Bcd ', !' Iuck 1731> O- J- ,I. F.lIlll I'ro,i ud ,
Bcd ', Ik lh· 17 If, 0_ 1- ".-\. G u in ,1od Ol her n0l":
B~d\ 1I ~ .1:1 an.l" I LH1>litc" 173 i 0- .- U

Klrk.I' (hu) l iH 0- 0 - 0
I , h l 0- ,-01i .N 0- 9- 0

\ 'c~1 (Ib) I ;"H U- 0- -lo y;;Corn (hu) li H U- 1,- 0
I 716 0- O- J

I i 3 5 0- ,- 6
17 37 0- 0- -lo y;; 0- 0- "1737 0- 7- 0 0- 8- 0
17 .N 0- 0- ()y;;

I ; rs 0- ,- 0 'I'allow (lb ) l i 3 5 0- 0- 12Rye (bu) 17V, 0- 7- " 17 .lf, 0- 0- 12H ay [cwt] 17H 0- .1- 0
I ; .17 0- O- I-lo 0- 0- 15

1736 u-tu- 0 Sheep (<, a) 17 .' {' 0- 17- 9Ibr Seed (1" ) li 36 0- ,- 0
La rge wet hers 17 .H, 1- ,-0Fh x (1 " ) 17.14· 0- , (, 0- 2- 10

173i 0- 24- 017.1'J 0- 2- 10
\I ut loll (lh) 1; J6 0- 0-174 0 U- ,- 0
Lun h .\I utton (Ih) 17,1; 0- 0- 617 B 0- 1- ,

17,19 0- 0- 8Flax seed (p eck) li B 0- 1- 0
Purk (HOg!) (lb) 173 , 0_ 0_ 7 0_ 0 - 12Appb (bu) 1i3 7 0- 2- " 17-'6 0- 0- 817 VJ 0_ 1- " 1; .li 0- 0- 9Y;;Beans (w hite and speckled )
Salt Por k f i r 0- 0- 1 1[qt] 17 J7 0- 0- s
Buller (Ib) l i H 0- 0- 20Cabbages (hea,l) 1i .' Il 0- 0- 9

I i 3, 0- 0- 18Po ta toe s (bu) 17.1(, 0- ,- 0
I i 3/, 0_ 0- f II 0- ,-617 .' 7 0_ 6- 0
Ii .17 0- ,- 0 0- 2- 6T urnips [bu ) 17H U- ,- n
1i,9 0_ 1- " 0- 2- (,

li ,H, 0- ,- " 0- ,- 0 CJwc,e (Ib) 17 I, 0_ 0- 7Tobacco Ph) 17.14 0- 0- " 17.H, 0_ 0_ U- 0- 101i36 0- 0- 10 0- 0- 12
17 .' i 0- U- 7 0- o-r II , .Ii 0- 0- H
1i ,I ); 0- 0- 121i JIl 0- 0- 8
1719 0_ o- S n- 0- 12

1i3 9 0- O- f,
S.lge Cheese (lb) 171') n_ O· H"_Fu m Animals, M eat and
\I ill.: (' It) 17 J 7 0- If- ,Livestock Products
Dunghill Fowl, (ca ) I i .l-l- 0- 1- tx

Bt ef (l b) 1735 n- o-
17 .~ 7 0- I- I,

17-'6 0- 0- ;0 o- Il - 6 H en's I':gg; ( ,1m:) Ii .1') 0- 1- 0
173 ; 0- 0- 6Y;; G~",c (C;l ) 1- 3.j. O- J- 3Y;;
l iH n_ Il - J [Shccp's ) \\'001 (l h) I i ; :; 11 - , 6 o- J- 0
173 9 0- 0- 60 [ i l (, o- J- 0

• B« au.e of the il\<olnpl" fe" c" "I pMf'''''' (, I the ,,,cord, '''me of the J " .., " . [i 37 0- 2- ">ppro IimHed , Roan ll.u-c 17 .1(, 1i · 0- 0
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I. ,,~,. II i,,/,
L oer lI igh

)''';IT· L· ! - J L - s - J Ye..r· L - s - J L· s - J

II . FOIl<h ;J.nJ lI ousehold :"uH,li"s
L im," Cloth ( ,-J) I 7" H 0_ ,,- (,

Flour (cw t ] l i H ,- 0- 0
W ide Linen (, 'J) l i V. 0- ,- 0

Rye \le"\ ( hu) 17 \9 0_ ,- 0
173 i 0- 7- 0

\ I d ( bu) 17 .1f> 0- ,- 0
Sm ining Cloth (r,1) 173i 0_ \- 0

1;-,17 0- ,- 0 0- ,- 0
T hrcJJ (oz ) I ;' 36 0- ,-,

.\hll ( pc:d ) liH 0- t -
T h rc,i,1 (Ilein) I :-J(, 0- i - "

Sugu ( Ib) );" , o- Il- I "
Co vcder {ca} 17 H ,-0- 0

[cwr ] 1;- .' f! ,,- 0- 0 ,- 0- 0
W" m d Slt,,"ling,; (pol;r) 17 3(. ,- 0- 0

Hrowu (ell l ) I 7.lt, (,- 0- 0
Sill H and kerchief I i .\6 0- 7- "

\lob sscs (ql ) l iH 0- ,- I
Paper pin' l 73 i 0- 0- )

l i .n 0- I- ", SIll ....! ( pJ ir) 1736 0- 11- " 0- 1 i · 0

"(gJI) 1:- .'(, 0_ ,-u 0- , - 0
I i } , 0- 1" - 0

I ; ';9 0- i - 0 0- ; - ( ,
17 J9 n_19· 0

C hocolall: ( Ih) 1'; .1f> fI - 1(,. 0
)''' tl cn, f pJ ir) 17 56 0- ,- 0

Salt (bu) l i H 0- ,- 0
Soli ng for .h <)..~ 17H 0- j , 0 0- I - "

I i .16 0- ,- 0
(wom..,n 's)

( 'l ! ) 1:-.l i 0- 0- .1
1736 0- ,-6

Cmdles (Ih) 17H 0- 0- 20
173 9 0- ,-0

I i"36 0_ 0·20
(hor's)

In.i igo (ol) 17 ,1:; 0_ ,- ( ,
I . Hard ware J.nd Supplies:

Epsom Salts [oz} 17 17 ,,- 0- , Boord :'\.l ih (p er C) 17 B 0- 1-1 {1

Resin ( Ih ) \ i"V, 0- , 0 0 ].1Sc.nh~'s (ea) 173 7 ,,- ,-(,

Sc~lh <."S {ca} I ; 3(, (1·16- 0

III. IkHr;lgc:s
17 3; 0· 16- "

Coffee (Ill) Ii" .~ :; 0_ 0_ , Shem [pair} 17 H 0- , - 0

C iJ t:r ( ""I) 17.0 n- IO- 0 Bricks (pe r C ) 17 3(, n_ i - 0

Hcer (bhl) 17 ,n 0- ; - n G unrowJ cr (l b ) \; as 0- ,,- 0

Rum ( ~ JI ) l iH II_ ,- 0 17M, 0- ,-0

17 ,Pi 0- ,- 0 0- y- O Shut ( Ib) I 73" 0· 111_ 0

17 .1(, O- Il 0- ,- 0 Cu JJ {pr} 17 3(, (1_ 10_ 0

17 37 0_ ,- 0 Leather "pmn l i39 0- 9- 0

17-4- 0 0- ,- 0 Ih ir ( bu) 173 9 0- t , 0

('It) 1; ,\(, n_ ,-7 Q uoh"g Shell, (bu) I i 3ll n- o- "
~ '\Cdagc (gill) \ 7H 0- t - 0 1739 ,,- 0- 6

C heese prt;Sl 17 36 0- 9 - 0

1"- Drr (ioo .h
Rum lIogshcJ.d 17 ,;6 ,- 0 - 0

Wool b 'J ) I :-H 0- ,-"
Firkin 1736 0- ,-0

F]"nnel (~'J ) 17 .16 0- ,- "
T in 1'"n 1; 36 (1 · 10- "

Colton Wool (Ib) I i ,I :; ,,- ,- "l i P 0- ,- , n , \\'0< ,,1 anJ Lumber

f ell Wo" l (lh) 17 'll 1I_ l ll_ 0 W",,j (cor J ) I i 35 tl- I -4- - 0

T ow ( ll» 17-4- n n- 0- 12
I ; 36 0- 12· 0 0- 1(,· 0

ShcuJ Clulh ( ~ J l I - Ill 0- 0·2(,
I-r O- I()- 0
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(per d..~,)
C utt ing anJ Carling wood

(cord )
(IOJJ )

C.ulill~ \, .( ~ ,J (l',:r .1.1; )
Cart ing Wood and }b ih
(per d~~')

Cm ing T imber (per d~r)

(lroJ)
Bu k (cod)
Shin~'es [ pe r :\1)
Cl.IplxurJ! (per C)
C edar Raih { per C)
Wh ite Pine Plank (per C it )
W indow Frames (n)
G u den Po-u (c~)

Laber :
:\Towing (per J~~-)

IIigh
L - $ - J

0_ 0-12
0_ 11 . 1 ~

0_ O- I ~

0_ 1_ h

0- I · (,

0- 1_ 8

0- 0- 1-4

1- 0- 0
0- 1;-0
0- 9- 0

0- ;. 0
0- (l - -4
0- 3- 0
0_ 5- 0
O· 6- 0
0- 5- 0
(1_ 5- 0
0_ ;- 0
n, :;- 0
(l- 2· 0

n, 11- 12

0_ 2- 0
O. 0- 16

(1- 0-12
0_10_ "
0. ll_ 0

(l_ r i-I,

11- ,- 0
n. 0- ;,
{I- I; . 0
(1_ ,,- 11

L'J~G'

1. • s - J

I ,.if'
liB
, - .If,

I - JI)
I-U
1, .1;
r- 3(,

r736
1-'0
1-.11

1 - 3;;
1:-'>;;
I :-H

I i"H

I -q
I-,l"
1- 19

1:--'6
1- ,J;

17.l :;
,- 'f,
1; ..6
I 7-'0

I j .16
1; 39
17H
Ii .l9

\\'e~ \' i ng Haggill/( ..
"-e~dng T ow Clolh

We~, inl/: Pl~ i n Cloth
~nd Couon

\'"o:a' ing Colton
and I. inen

\Ve~ \' i n g \\"nf; to: J ..
Wear ing' ! Hed l ir ~ing

W~' ,lI' i ng Linen C10lh ..

Kill ing Beef [ pe r J~y)

Killing Hog, "
Gelding H orse
Wea,inl/: Bbnketing

(JK'T ~'nJ)

I...bor----cunllnud

CUling Limo:kiln "0".1.
pumpkins and stOllC'

[per ,by)
Carting Stone (per Jar)
Carl ing Dung ( pe r ,hr)
Beat ing Ih l1lg , and IJukinl'Z
hedge and fence (per Ja~ I
Swin,l(ling Fb~ (per bb)
Dagging Sheep (per .hr)
Wa' hing Sheep (per d..~·)
Shearing Sheep (per J~~)

" 'ead ng Plain Cloth

:\h king ~hirl

:\hkin.l: RritchCl
:\1Jking Pair \ ' -U11len's ~Il<""s

;\ la kinll: P.l ir ~hne 5

(fOT " Henn\"" )
:\b kinll: I'~ i r ' "fed ,
:\1Jking CheClC Pre
:\bking ( k en (per JJ..'"

1- 0- 0
0- 17- 0

lI ir,h
L - ,- d

O· I~_ 0
0-20- 0
0- h_ 0
11-30- 0
2- I - 0
0- 16- 0
O-~ :; - 0
1-10- 0
0- ,- 0
0- 0- 10

0- ; - 6
0- 7- 0
(1_ , _ 0

0- R- 0
0- 2- 0
1- II· 0

0- 5- 0
0- " -10
0- ..- 6
0- ~ - 0
0- ,- 0
O· ; - 0
0- 2- 0
0- 5- (,

0- ; - 11
O~ 5- 0
0- ~- 0
0- 3- 0
0- 3- 6
0- J. 0
0- -4 - 0

0- ;. 0
0- ; - 0
0- , - 0

11_ 1 .1_ 11

0- )_ 0:
0- 6- 0

0- -4 - 0

I i _I;
I i .;';
l i H
173"
l iB
l i H
17H
Ii .1;

r; II,

l i H
17H
liH
17,H
17.lh
17.14

l iH·
17 1/,
l i .19

Ycar '"
173i<
17.l9
17n
17J;,
I j J(,
I i.1(,
l i H
I i .17
I ;J6
I i JI)

Ii 36
17H

li 39
17.19
I - ;.;

I ;' 3(•
l i 30
17 .14

..

..
" "

"

" ..

..

R~k i ng holY and
5 t~cking

:\hking h~~'

Pb nling Com
H oeing Corn

" 'ceding Corn " ..
" Crap" Corn [ boj-] " "
(; ather ing Corn " "
Cribbin g Corn and

gathcring
Thr~ ~h i ng Ru ley" ..
Hoeing Tobacco
Pick ing up apples ,

fencing ~nd gath
cring in corn

:\Icnding hedge
Sr lit1;n g uih
Chopping wood (per cord)
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I,.lh" r--cont inuc',l
\kn.l ing C.Jrlwhe'd

(p"r .by)
~h ; ng-l i l1 g- " 'Hl'" 11'"r J".I')
W hil"\\.lshin.l!: (ra J;/,~' )

.\1.ln 's labor I f> rnonrhs )

:>en ices .lIlJ L'sc of l'ropcrtv :

1'101\ i ng (r-:r J;/,~ )

I n 9
l i l 9
I 7 l'l
17,' '''

1-'-"
I 7 I,
17 17

[with on" Iwd i
.1 CJllle- )

Plowing "lhl C"rt il1g"
{self an .l \ "g rol ,;

Cart ing
(w ilh thr"c "atlle)

1i ,19
17 1 ;
17 ,H
I , I I>

C m ing R.lils
( mall .In,1 !c.lm )
CUl in,i; T im hc r
\ \ 'o rk of ( h c'n
t ·"" "f \ h r"

(" " r i.1c" )
H iring hor-e t" ridc"
T anning ('.1]f ~~in (Cl)

I , H
lil l>
17 16
1- _H

l iH
1t H.
l i l~

17 '; >:
1;' .; ~

T m ning :-ih""p :-i ~ iI1S (".1)
T .lnning [)"g Skins (ca)
Tanning \\·"" ,k hud ~~ i n <

(e.l)
T .lnning Leathe r jib )
!'J<lur ing C.lh,·, {per w""Lj

I- l~

I - J~

1- ,loi

I i _lj"
1716
17 ,17
1716

!'.I..turing ( h
P.lstur ing I I" r' "
!'" Iuring Y" ung H nnoe
1'.1;l uring ()I,! .\I .,re lnJ C" I!
( p"·r we"kj
\ \' int erill,1: \ b rl· ( r a \'e,'~ )

1i ,lr,
1, ,17

L - • - .1
IIi""

L - ;. - ,I

,,- ,-",,- ",,- 9- n
~ ~ - ,,- n

1)- 11>- 0
0 _1'4 n
n-~H- n

11 _16_ n
1'416 _ n
1- 0- "1l_1~ - n

II- I 3- "
11 - 1z- 0

I - I- 0,,- .1- n
,,- , n

,,- J- ",,- .1- ",,- ,-
",,- I- ",,- 2- n

,,- ,,- ",,- O· I~,,- ,,- ,
,,- 0 - ,
,,- I- 0,,- .1- u,,- J - 0

,,- .1- 0
0 - .-0

Book Re-view

Tue FI KSJ CE ," "I'l" lt' 0 1' T HE .10 11'" C AltTElt Ihl,(l\\',"

1 . 11lR.\ lt L . / hi .fllJ l"y ~;'i,h <I ,!:. ui,/" "I 'h,' <"oll,'<"Ii'III'<,

By Lawre nce C. \ \ ' rut h

lhc .\......·iJI'" "f the Juhn CJr l<: r Ill " ,, " I. i hur~ have hdc l' Ili,It..,.!
in ~ ,Iignih", ..! .In,1 ""r1h~" form .Ill account of Ihc ;"rlllollion .In.! i:,,,,qh
"f rhe L ihu T\• .I survcv of it> res ources. .111,1 .I -t.ncment c"IKern;nR ir,
't",ur,bhip ,;f thc.., r;",;/,>u re$ in the service ,,; ",'h"I.lr,l,ir. \ cr.' Ic ..
libr.u-ic, fuull,Ie.1 up"n the ....Il....·li"lI " f .I rriore in .!i, iJuJI h.L1e "" I"llll:
.In,1 ... , fairh(u lh· ...urti nucd their growtl, withi n the !'('un.l, "i Ihe
r"ull,ler', " r;g-in;;l lim;t' . But the wis.lom all .1 vinue of this 1'" li",1 ar e

.1111 1'1., ""'m"n'lr.'le,l in Ihi , .,rn ,unt u f the l. ibr;lr.\ '; rid w, in the lieU I"
which il h,I> H'slriet".1 it> ;K'lui,ili"'I<, ,i/,. the' hi;[oJr~ "f the' \\ ' ~ ' I e rll

I l emi' r here In Ihe .,'ur ] IWIl.
\I r. w nuh h.ls. with n!OJe' l rri,le. rn·"unk,1 rhe nl.ln~· Ji, i""'" flf the

I. i b f.l r~ " h"I .1 in,l:' which ha..-, thruugh this ccnrurv ,,; wllecting, been
I r"u,Io:ht to a ,Ule of cornpletcncs- which in l1lJn.' cn-c- e\HI, Ih.lt of Jn~'

"Ihn irorirurion. II i. pe rhJ('$ trirc 10 mention IhJI il i, p'".;l>\e \0 collect
"111., In""" h ...L. which ue .luibh],-. hUI the relllJrbhl" J.-I,ie'elllent "f
Ihe lohn C HIn llrown I. ihu r\ hoi, !"."en Ilut "hl'n the Je_ir,·j h".l.;
1',1' ," Ix·cn JI'aibhlc the "rp'lnu l; i t ~ h.1>;n ,el,l"m Ix'en I,,;.!.

Emire co mr le!<'ne" in "vc·r.I' .1"I';lftl11ent ",ill, "f .....ursv. never he
.,tu ind. but it is not imp..""ih!e Ih .,t .\ I r. " ·rutlo .m" hi< 'U,Te,,,'[' "ill
,. ,nl<·,la.,' h.ec "s,,·mhl.·,1 in Ih,' I.ihr;uy ren ,rd., "f cverj illll" ' rl.lllt boo],
,m,l nl,lJ1USl: r ipt conce rning the hist"r.,' of the ,\ nwric.u to the cn.i "f the
,·i/:hlcenlh "en tur~' , .1n,1 IhJI b~' ,I ollHinuati"n ,,( the I'h"t..-ut In,1
microti lr n proj ects JIr"JJ~' "",]1 "'\.lhli'he,1 the u-cful r,lf l "f thaI' J,I
lite ratu re will be a"Jibhlc In the schu1.Ir in une r1.ln·. Suc h grl"Ji,....:
"raje..-t> h~'e .. Itcn been JreJ lIl",1 "f b~ nthn "'h"laT> In.llil>ufi~lh. hUI
-eldom wirh >u..-h.l ;o1iJ foull.1Jlioli "f ""hielc'l1wnt J; Ihi,.

It i< gooJ I" In,''' • also, IhJI .I' the LihrJ r., ,·III..-r~ upon ih -econd
,'enlur~' il lu. the clllhu.ia<!ic JnJ generau. 'url"'rt "f Ihe ne« 1.\ oq,pn ize.i
":\'''>eiJI",·' . fur Ihe John CJ rl" r Brown Lihu rI' i, nut mereb ,1 Rh" J"
I,b n.! in;t il llli,m, it ,;0\, ""n'n Ih" " holl' conH1l~nil.\· of ",'hnh;, thrll ugh
"li t Ihe wor lJ .m,1 ,1",nn" .m,l « ill he ginn II,,· 1\ i.l", t ;I.lp,'< 'rl,

\\'. \ . .1".1\ ,'1"
"l'h" lI" u,lt ht" n l, ibrJ ry



:"C \\' ~klllhcrs of th e

R hode Island Hi storical Soc ictv

Since Jul y, IQ..j.6.

•

[ Ir , ~ill,bir W. \ rm ' tro l1 ,1l.

\ I r. .101", \ 1. Ron,]
1\.'.I ,i,L x, Y.

.\ lr ' , 1.. l)", u lJ ;o. >Il CI.'r l'
\ "hurn, x. Y.

\ 1r , {. " or,!:" l .. C" ll"
n '",! B.lrrin,ll. l<;n . K. l.

\ l r. Juhn, II ('" n,l: .l0I1 . 211 .1

\ It. rll,r~ w. Frcnch

,1,_1>.,n;11J r.JrJ nn
Xumf" rJ . R. I.

\Ir,. Will;;1111 T. lI allm .tn
1 .1 ,1: <'" ,. ...1, K. I.

L Och llclcn I_HI;,,, II n r,<: tt
, .\ l" nm'HIlh,I. irc, F t1 ~ LmJ

H n m;1I1 .\. Law son , \1.1) ,

\lr. !'.HI! B. Vlct c.rlf

\Ir,_ John (l'K .llI <:

-'Ir . 0 1i, ,,r ( ;. Pr.HI

\I r. II Jfl<'~ s. R..,~- n "I ,I .

.\ li __ F1i/lho.·dl L Ri,-hn ,I",'ll

\ I r . \I ih.m C. :';lr ; n ,J,.:~

-'Ir . ('brl.: :';lI1on,\,

Fall L ecture Program

T H O\L\S Au .t:" J F.XCK F.... Esquire
Providence, H. I.

F.\ ~ I Ol ·S RIIOIlE ISI.\:\1l 1:\\·I·Xnm S.

• • •
Sundl/)' e[trruoon in f) t·(t' lII v t' r

D ale 10 hi' annoence.! [atrr

A U :'.II R ..\ I. R " Y\! OKn A. SI' ItL' A S C t:

\\' .\Il 1:\ 'n u: PAC IFIC.
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