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The Validity of Aut iq uari.mism'"
by L -\wRn :C1:: C. \\'ROTII

l-c remo-t among the motive... which han: brought u­
here tonight is the de~i re to honor t he achievement of a
succc-sion of collector" and admi nistra tors who have made
g rcar the museums and libraries of )'31c l ' uiversi ry. Some­
where in the conciousne- .. of each of us is the exhorta tion ,
.. I .cr LIS now prni-e Fa mo us men." with which j esus the
SOil of Sirach opened 3 pas"'3ge of nohlc encomium. The
men we arc met to praise were nut in eve ry case famous
in t he common usc of the word. rh the sun of Sirach poig ­
nantly reminds us. there arc kinds and degrees of fame.
From t he mutat ion of idea.. and the clash of svsrcms ccr ­
tain men with eyes upon the futu re an: able tocreate new
combinations of thought and actio n which affect the des ­
tiuic- of nations. T hese arc t he heroes, " renowned fur
their power," T onig ht we salute them and pa...s O il to con­
sidcr men of anot her sort , tho se who, fixing their eyes
upon the pa-r, have attained "knowledge of learni ng meet
fur the peop le." T o such men not the present or the
futu re hut t he r a:-t of the worl d, the world a'" it existed
up to midn ight of yesterday, i" the normal area of activit y.
It i.. tu the vnliditv ill the modern world of rhc ant iqunriau -

'I'l,;, .IJ d" .. "" J "!; H"d .1 • 'r«'i.1l ,,,,, ,,,{ . \ ;,,,, .•1 ".Ie l 'O;H " il} 0" 19
f'ld . ~CI I<l./-li. II ;' ~<U "p,inl , J. ""I~ lh, I"'r",i..;"" " , ,h, ,0111 .., ."J the l 'n i.
" . n " <, b...- ."" III, Nil"" i....l ; ' i• • " ,d",;,.I<I, u ro";l i,,n o i th. iJ u npr,.., J in
Ih, 1;11...nJ Ihu. .. I inter... 1 I" "ur mnn"'n.
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ism ther prufc.: :->:, that the proceedings o f these two d:l\ .. in
Xcw H aven han: been dedicated . .

Jn the larger and truer ..vn..e, antiq uariani..m j..; tnt: rc­
construction of the record frum irs scattered and -omc-
times lurricd clcmrnt-, , it is the science of the pa t of the
E..ar th and its occupants, of man and the thing: he has
made with hi.. hands, and of the clay tablet ... , manu...cript-,
and hnob in which he has embodied his thiukinu and
doing. Coming at once tu X ew I Ia ven and rhi ... moment
in time, it is the .\ Iu ...curn of An rhropologv, tnt: Peabod y
Yl u-e um of X at ura l H i...tory , the Yale Art Callery, and
the Yale L'nivcrsity Library.

T here is flu need to recall bv name, or even h\ their
categories, the dement .. of the man v exhibits \',,~ have
been look ing at and reflecting upon ihe~ two dab. Hut
there i:- an aspect of those exhibits which ~hould'l'c em­
phasizcd because \ 'OU mav have taken it too mu ch for
granted , a charact~ri:-tic o'f the wh ole which, bccnu-e of
irs simplicity, you ma y no t have thought about a-, you went
thro ugh the L ibrary and rhe -' I u*um~. It is rhi-: hen: in
the:-e buildings arc the things them sel ves, nu t simulacra
of one sort or another, not models in papie r- mfichc, not
photogra phs. In t hese exhibits arc the aut hentic things in
a ll thei r heft and bul k and rea lness. T he men who made
t he~e col lections sough t a nd acq uire d boo ks and pictures,
silver and sculpture , mosaics, enamels , an d natura l hi~tory

specimens ill their o rigi na l ... rat es, lovi ng th eir sin: and
integri ty , pe rceiving a specia l vi rtue in their genuineness.
H ere i... t hc evidence of man's con tinuous e ffort tu glorify
life by huilding !lubly , hy :-t ri \"i ng to unite in c\"t:ry tiel d
util ity and hcau ty. T o hold or tnuch the~c uhjecb in tht:
state in wh ich thcy ha ve heen pn:~er\'ed i:- to e:-tahlish re­
un iun with the ir Buker :- across the centuries . T u st ud v
them in thi s :-ta te rather than in phutug raphs ul' mudefs
gi \"es the schular that little ;lcccleratiUl1 of the heart ht::lt,
the qu it·kcning of t hc inhalatiun , which l ift him fru rn
prosaic len :' ... to inspi ratiun.

I n the~e museum- and ill the great l ibrary we have
vi-ired arc the original objects in llU:-se~ - hook-, paint­
ing-, geologica l specimens, and what not - crowding une
another and, happily, all hut crowding their curators out
of dllor:-. I 'nder these condition- ar-rive the golden day­
of an in-tir utiou. T his i... when the collecting pa-...ion i... at
it ... peak , these dap when there i:- IhJ mum to hcu-c the
thing-, which mu ...t he acquired , when objects are un the
way which, pos... ihly, may not he unpacked for month- or
even ~ cars. Such conditions compel curators and commit­
tees ro a policy of judiciou......elecrivity, to the weighing of
space against the importance of available purchc-e-, too
frequent changing or fre...heuing of exhibits. and, further­
more . they compel them to drive cea~lcs~ly for new
building.... new srack-, reuovatiunc, and additions. In an
institution <o ...ituated is dvnami-m and life. Overcrowded
condition ... should hc in a conrinuou- -tatc of correction , hut
rhcy should never he a cau-c for regret.

The men who make and serve museums and librarie...
an: in one respect, cer raiulv, truly h:lppy men. T he at­
tribute... and Ilhligation~of apo-r!c ...hip nrc nut among their
qualiricarions.. T hey preach no go~pcl uf regeneration,
offer no formula for salvation. M ore fortunate than the
hi-roria ns and the phi loso pher.... they need make no mora l
j udgments; more fortunate than the economists, they need
condemn nei ther -'Ian nor- :\bnage ll1c l1 t . T he museum
d irector i... interested in the shape and :-ii'-e of the jaw of
the pterodactyl because it is part of the record til determi ne
what that creature arc fur hi-, no urish ment. He mav c\"Cn
concern himse lf wit h the pterudacty l .... tahle manner... , but
nc\·er . certain ly . to eundcmn them. T hl: curator of a col­
k ctiun of pictu n: ... an d (If uhjert~ (If the cra ft ... rnan\ "ki ll
am a'-...e ... C\"i:r rthi ng that corne... hi" war , ...electing thl: glJud
whcn he: can , hut, if the goud i" nut a\"ailahk , 'widing on
to tht.: had if nnlr it is repre"cntati\"c. T he lihrarian pro­
curc~ :md rnakl:'" :l\'ai lah lc the ,\l" lJw ;n of Ca~a rlO\ "a with
the ~:'ll1e im partia lit r a ... tht: SUft'/' qUdrllJ libro .(<:'1/1<:,11-
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tj~rl/ IIJ of Thomas .-'.q uina ..... 1h: pu rsues a copy of Bacon 's
, \ (J ....·Il111 orgemon d l~rq..'<l rdmg" th e circums tance that it s
aut nor accepted bribc-, to the confu....ion of justice. These
men , the m akers an d aJmini~trators of museums and
libra ries, are fr ee m~n, al~)\e t~e necessity for judgment
between good and e\ ·11. It IS th ei rs merck to assemble and
arrange rbe evidence . Tney ar e happy -in be lieving th at
the g reater rhe body o f e\ ide nee in ha nd and the cleare r
th e record it establ i...hc-, o f the past, the more me rciful
the j usrcr, wi ll be th e j udg men ts and the more intelligent
the programmes fur th e future.

The crea tion through so me two centuries of the in... tit u­
rions whus: services to men we are celchrating, their grad­
ual and '1Ul Ct p rogrn ... towards distinction, mu ...r be look ed
upon with pride nut alone hy th e U nive r... irv which o wns
th em hut hy the larger intellectual com m uni tv o f which
th e Un i\·cr... ity is a part. It would he ...uperfiuo us at t his
tim e to rehearse th e ...h:p... through which they han: ap-
preached a n alway unattainable pe rfect ion. T hat ba ... been
done for th is ceca ion in a conci ...e hisrorv the more val u-
able in that it s aut hor ha ... di ......Iain ed in h i.. writing neither
c1lM:lucllce, ent nu... i:b m , lIor numLlr. From a reading of
.\I r. \ \ ·ilm3rtn I.e wi.... "" hou k, T ile }-ale Colleoiom, o ne
dcrin:~ thc dominant idc;t tnat the:.-c in ... r itur i oll ~ werc
created bcca u...e CI:nain men, a ... ucce...... ion o f men, wcre
mo\·cd hr ~ome r hi llg wnicn t ran:<ends rhe lukewarm
ardor.. o f tn e c b ua l eu l lecto r. F iring th t·m , on thc cun­
t r:lry, wa~ a ra...~ion , th e p:t...... ion to know the pa... t , to lIuder­
... tand it , and to hring orde r Ollt o f it .. cOll fu~ion. I t was
tn eir de... t in} r,) be ... ick uf a ft·vcr wnich cou ld be a...... lI:tged
on ly by Ic3rning how th illg~ had heen done in tne (Jld days
hcfore them, huw , and WhCll , and where , and whv. T hei'rs
was thc pu e...... iun , call it pce king and prying '01· c d l it
noble curio ity, as you will, wnich distingui~hcs rhe great
cullector~, the nlt"n o f pa iun to whom the word "huhhy",
and the mean ing- it hold wnen applied to their pur...u;t s,
i... an o ffc n~e , :l fig nt ing" \\·urd if ther nad time to pau....e and

\ \ 1.1\)1"1 Y 0 / \;... n ll l \RI \;"'I ... \ 1

fig ht. The-e were men wh o labored in tnc m uck of p re -
hi ... toric lake bed , wh o dug away the mound.... beneath
which buried citic lie. or \ \ 1111 tirelc...... l~ went through the
proc e o f ...clcc rion an .i rejection in the cluttered nccumu-
Lui, .n uf the written word. From wh.ucv er motive rbev
bcgau th e ....c rc-carchc... in r» the pa ... r, the~ tar ed tu carr;·
them on in urdcr that thc v or t hei r ...w..'Ce )r... with the
record hd .)rc them mig ht know and under rand . l iow-
eve r ther explained their nctivi rie to th em....elvc.... and
ot her ... . in whatev er deg rc:: o f fore igh t they carried e n
thei r wor k, there wa... in them, d im ly or hrigh tly perceived
a... the en...c might he , ..." me force uf conviction that to
kn ow and under... tand wa~ the fir ... r ... tcp toward-, today's
tolerance a nd tomorrow's love and charity.

'I'hi s reference to) todav and tom orrow lead ... t il a fur the r
defi nition of the fU llctit ;n uf rhc ant iquarian. Yo ur true
antiq uarian, it ha.... nlrcadv [wen ~uggc [eli, ha .... l1U direct
conce rn wit h the futu re. Ii i... work ha been d')l1c wh en
he hu bro ug ht toget her tne e lemen t... of the record , wh en
he .ha created the bn...i ... upon wh ich undcrsr.urding mar
be foun de d . l ie doc .... no t "prophe...r nor [r'ct at all. " :\"onc
th e Ie:-- .... ne CUl1lt·... c1o:--e to p ro phccr hr merely li\-ing hi ...
heli ef that all progre...... i... fuund ed up un the cl rrying on of
tradi tion. Stud,· the trad it ion th rou g h Il l\" recurd , he
:-ccrn ... to .....' r, ~Iect frum it i lHelligen~l y , :t~ld to ir with
decult rc \"ercnce , :tnl! o ut uf that procedure will e\-o h-e
belll': lt h r o ur hand........ollle thing d itfererH and , it wdl mar
he , ~umet hi Jlg hiler. In hi ... pract ice of it antiq ua ri:tni ...m
IX'COlne... the ha...ic pn lCe ....... i/l the e \·olu tio ll u f idea... .

T nerc i ~ ut il ity uf tne nighnt or t in in... t itlu io lb which
accept the v:d iditr uf ;m riq ll:lria ni m :md bu l d l ~ huiId rhe ir
acti\ itics up lln thar cU ln -ictiun . .\I ure part iwlarly th ere i~

utility in thcm wht'll thq' are a~~{)ciatt·d with w llcgc... and
Ul1i\ cr... i r i c ~. .\ nd in rh i.... d:l\· whl·1l tht· arhic\·cl1lcnt-. u f
...cieJ1cc and techll lllugr h~t\"t· i)!:u:l·d bcfllre u... a ncw ....e t uf
phil " ...up hic:l1 p ruhlcm ... , th l·IT i... in t hern , whether with in
or \\"it noU[ th t· :lcl de tl1ic p rc cinct ... , a gn:at l"l" util ity tnan
e \er. I II the wur ld he f' lre u......cience ctn nut .... tand a lo ne,
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nor can it alo ne solve those probl ems. J.ikc all other de­
partments of thought and activit y it is the servant of the
pe opl e, working t tl make etTectiw the ideas which prevail
in ib time. T he events of the P:l~t few year- have taught
us how overwhelmingly important it i.,. that ideas he right
ideas , conceived in humility and founded upo n compa-sion
fur man in hi~ uncca... ing struggle with de~tinr.

The prcrequi-itc of right ideas is knowledge of the
worl d we live in and understanding of the heart and mi nd
of mall. T hese mu-c um s and lib ra ries. painfull y created
t hrough th e r ear .,. , record the hi~torr of asp iring: llUII and
his d oing and think ing:. T here are m:ll1r of u- whu believe
that in them is th e hope uf the future. It i:- righ t that
through this cclebrut ion we who are of that number -hould
hun ur th e ach icvernc ut of th e coll ectors and ad mi nistrators
who created an d orgauivcd t he Yal e ius rit urions.

T he Q uonset H ut

!}y J I E :'\ KY G . j ACKSO:'\

P rior to the start uf the X ational De fen se P rog ra m in
19.4- 1, O uon-e t wa-, known unl y :Is a quiet summer cottage
sett lement, on the we-t ... horc of Xarraga n-et t H:l~ ', ill Xor th
King-town, R hod e l -Iand . Some four miles to the we... tward ,
on t he main line of the Xew York, Xew H ave n 6: I Ia rtford
Rail road , is I Javi-villc. whe re formcrlv a -mall woo len mi ll
wns located . Bot h of the...e no w fo rm a part o f the grea t
QUOIl !-t:t .:\ :1\' :11 H:t.,.e, an d "U great h as be en the change
in their ap pearaurv , that no trace of rese mblance {.J rln-ir
former ~ekcs remaiu-.

The odd looking, curved roof st ruct ure know n :I.,. the
Quonset hut , take s ir-, n.unc from it:' birthp lace in the I ) ~l\ ' i s ­

ville section of th e Advance Ih se I repot. The tir:-! IHIt was
constr ucted in t he ~p r i ng of 19.4-1 . I ts design wa .,. () rigi n~d lr

developed hr Captain F . ~. Il unting ton, (e Fl') l '~ :\ R ,

thcn a L ieutena nt Conllll:ll1dt:1'; Commander A. \\.. \ 'a n
L eer, ( ( E e) , l 'S :" I~, then;) L ieutenant; an ...! L icu tcnanl

TI ll' OlO,:,IT liL'")'

W . T . Wi ~h;l r t, IC ECl l · ~:'\R. T he:-c officer~ worked in
cooperation with C. C . :\lc( u ll cy, I.. F. Giblin and F . ;\.
Seaman, civilians, in the employ of the George A. Fuller
Co. , and M errit t-Chapman and Scott Corporation , conrrac­
tor- for the Bureau o f Yards and Doc ks, I .'. S. :" a\"y De­
p:trtmcl1t. I n the summer of .19 .4- 2, several changes and
modifi cat ion s were mod e bv Commodore C. P. Conrad ,
(e El' I, l 'S:'\ H; I ~i cut t: ~a n t G. :\1. \\"igglc~wonh ,
(C J':l' I, l 'S:'\ H ; Lieute nant Fred Kl et:, «( EC), lJ~:'\ H ;

and A. R. Barbuto , oe-ilian e m ploye of the con tractors.
W hil e the ha-ic desig n of the (JUllIN.:t hut ha, remained

th e sa nte , importa nt st ructural changes ha ve been made
therein. Meanwhile, its name has becom e a part of t he E ng ­
lish luuguage, in th e form of quonset, and i:- a household
word in th e di stant land" to whi ch it has been carried , across
th e Atl ant ic O cean from Newfoundland and Icel and , to the
North o f Irel and , as well as on th e fa r -flu ng islau d-, o f the
Pacific.

T he Q uon se t hut met the requireme nt for a portable,
demountable uni t which cou ld he used a.,. a barruck-, in 0\ er­
sea..ba-c-. In genera l contou r it follows the line~ of a prcd e­
ce-sor, the Bri t ish X isJt'1I hut , although with importan t
ditlt:rCl1ce.,. invo lving m uch time and research.

T he earfie-t furm o] Q uonset hut was a -emi-circular,
corrugated metal roofed st ruc ture. 16 hy .16 fee t, which
could he packed and shipped wit h -pucc-saving economy
and erected rapid ly by uns killed labor. T he increasing de ­
Oland for barrack- that arose upon t he entry of the l 'nired
Stare- into W orld W ar II wa.. reflected in prod uction of the
hut .., tor un lr two weeks later the daily outpu t had risen tu
1511 , entirely com pleted. "

T he de man d for mu ch larger st ruct ures ca lle d for a dis­
tin ct change from the origina l design, in which the curved
l ine forming th e sid es and roo f begun at th e tlocr, thereby
cut ting th e int eri or width d own to o n ly 16 feet at the fl U' )f

l ine.
.-\ mort: :-ui tah le :lrchitectural rib wa__ de\'elop ed in th e

fur m lIf a wcl:iel! ..hed meta l I-ocam, replacing: the fnrmer
T ;jllli the arc hed rih fl our "'pringe r", w hich now pro\ "idcd :l
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vertical :;ide wall four feet in he ight frum the floor l ine ,
th u-, adding great! r ro the spaciousness of the interior. These
were manufncrurcd bv the Srran Steel Division of the Great
La kes oSred Corporation, whose name they hear, while con ­
tinuing to be popularly known a:i "quonsets".

The-e huts may be sheathed in-ide and outside hy nailing
directly into the grooves, and their plvwood floors laid in
tht: same manner, thus combining the flexibil ity of the frame
hULJ~e with the advan tages of simplicity and durabilitv of
the pre-fabricated one. T heir insulation insures comfort
during all extremes of weat he r.

T he huts intended for tropical use have screened bulk­
heads and on:rh:lnging roof for f urther protection against
rhc .,.un; a water trough is also provided.

T he structures in tended for colder climates, have closed
ends, fl ush with the roo f, and the wate r trough is dispensed
with. ln both types, protection from homh blast and sp linte rs
is effected br ban king earth to a height of some three and
a half feet above the floor level along the sides of the hut.

"Janr problems had to be solved, and derails worked ou t,
in developing the -1-8 different types of structure required
bv the Burea u of Ya rds and I )dcb . On account of the sub­
stitution of the I for the T beam pre\'illuslr referred to, rc ­
detailing was necessary. As the neces:-.itr of adapting these
esrahlishcd designs to va rio us uses arose from time rc time ,
field units were erected , tested, and studied ro demonstrate
their value in actua l fiel d service .

It was obviousl y im portant ro have design and de tai l re ­
quircmcn ts tha t could he met hr man ufactu re rs and hr tho..e
doing the erecting, and to tha t end close contact was kept
with the manufactu ring, I n a ll , 86 approved plans for hut
and hui lding design wert.' rhus prepared by the Arch itccrura l
D ep art ment. As with a ll development problems, much time
was required in translating the o utli ned sketches received
from the Bureau of Yards an d D ucks into practical and de n­
nitc p la ns an d dera ils , prior to the Estim ating De partm ent's
doing the required carefu l cosr figuring prior to purchasing.

From the origina l 16 x 36 foot structure , Q uon set huts
developed into 4-0 x Ino wareho uses, ut ility buildings, hos-
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pi tal", me.... hal ho tdccoumminarion hut:', nn-e- 1'1 anc baugers,
barrack... and others.

T he rapidi ty with which these hut ... mal be erected i.. de ­
scribe d in the: :-':on:rnhcr 10,194.5, i.....uc of the L'niled Stolt's
lnvrstor, wherein it i.....tared that "a hut 20 x 56 [cct , Co l11­

plctc with electric light ing, ha.. been erected by 12 men in
one dar. ;\ ..HI x IoO-foot hut with concrete floor ha.. l'ccu
completed hy 2-1- men in four day.... "

T he po...t -war civilian u-c .. for the Ouon-et hut cover a
wide field. incl udi ng -ummcr cottage.., beach hou..c ... . gar ­
~¥c'" Cow harn.., :rahlt'''. warehouses and ..hop build ings.
I he ~rpc o f ,f ram lll!,: d~n:lupcd ha.. proved highly adapt­
~~)h: III multiple dwcll~ng and apartment hou..c projects.
Ibe Q uon-cr cou- rrucnon includes the Ford Foundat ion's
devel opment at Dearbo r n and other places, al-e the Stan­
dar~ and th~ Culf Oil ,companie:.-' bou ...ing for employe s in
L:UlIl American coun rn es. T he Federal I -l ou...illg Authoritv
is arranging fur erect ion of the huts as dwelling, fur return­
ed veterans, including th o:o-e who are going ro college. ns well
a- e the r ... tudent- who would otherwise 1')(' unable to rind
dormitory or out-ide hoarding place .. due to the pre-cut
overcrowded condition" exi:.-ting in this countrv.

T he cost is remarkably moderate. .\ s of ."\ l)\·~mher, 19-1-5,
a 20 x -I-8 -fuut structure retailed for approximately ::' 9111),
and.a 40 x IO(~ -foot . genera l purpo..e building for ~ J (l O O,

Rap l~ prodllctllJ~l (.!,~" not offer anr problems, as during
the \\ nr the...c buildiug, were produced in ten- of rbou-ands.

Tho:.-e who h:I\'e liH'd in them, :.-peak well of rhe eu~ine"s

uf the Q ,l,lonsct hUI ~nd the case wit h which it nur he kept
clcan. \\ lt h an ell\lahle reputation e:.-tahlished and te ... tt:d
tn nll'l't war condition:.- a~ we ll a.. the require mcnb uf ordi­
nar)' dai Ir Iifc, the plTnuncnce and ~llcces~of t he " qlllJmd"
...ee n1 ... a..... ured.·

• l' " , he lr l."1 i" I" " " ,' li"" "".J in ,I", rlfT,,,.,ti ..,, of ,lri, 'rtide. ,ll ."l. .If" Ju .
t " R,'" .-\ In \f,.1 J. F, .1,.11"" (I'H') , I'.~.~., .." ,i,I,,,' Chid 0/ 1\",",,, .. I )",,,10
''' ~ Ih"k. , :>"",~, lJr- r't, W,,,hi ,,~t,,n, D,C . C' rt; , i" F. S. S'ei,,",clll . C"mnnnJ i" r
O!li" ', , t ~ . :>.., .1 t'"",,,,,,,,,,,, ' I" i"i,,~ {", nt.'" IJH ini ll ", R. I . ; and (' .."",u n '
,Ie, .t;. .11. . UrI",,'II, lI 'n' ), t ' ''' :\ I{ , [ "" uti ,,· Offic<f. :\"",1 .-\d " ," R"," D<r"t ,
n",' , ~ " ,ll "; . nJ, to \ 1r. ~t<', ~ , t G.. ~\:. ll., ", n.. j,,, \-1>n,'/;<f••'\d "," fl. ," [)<Pht.
Ih' h,. 'Mp". t",n, eonOl,u""," etf t""", , .nd ...lu" d info'm.tion.

T he Providence Cable Tramway

by ..\ UlIeR..- \\' , CI..\Fl.l~

C'.'1r1"J"J /""" IlI t""1 1' 1 \, 1> Ill' I '''1\, \ ,,1. \ , , ,,. :!

(, \pril. 1'''' 1» . f'. ;;1.

(C',n tyt i" ,, : On F3ge ;;,l "f Rh"J" I,/.",i 111>1'" ,y issu.... of .\priJ
PH 6 lhe !J;t line of Pa rt I uf lh i, article .h"u],1 re~J' ( the r3,,,,,n­
gcr car ] ... "continued furwJrJ"" th .... ",ulh Iud t', th .... horses;"]

The writer wa-, horn in 1885 and lived at 1911 Waterman
Street until 191 8. This house i.. IUC:ttl·J between Governor
and Cian o Street- and the original (;o\ 'ernur Street hor:.-e
car line turned from Governor Srrecr ca-t Ul\ Waterman
Street and ran hr his house, turn ing north again 0 11 Gano
Street on its W:I}' to Black-roue l 'ark. In 1889 construct ion
wn- ..tarred on the Cal-le Trnmwav and the Governor
Street line was re located, turning t:a"r at Pitman Street
in...tead of at Waterman Srrcer and continuing ttl Wayland
Aven ue, where it turned north to \\"a~-bnd Square and
rej oined its for-mer route hy turning ca-t on Angell Street.
The balance uf the route was va-t on Angell Street to
Butl er Ave nue, then north on Butl e r Avenue to In 'ing
A ve nue. (Blackstone Park I, J.atcr, when electrification
made possible the extension ro Swan Point, the terminus
uf the Covcrncr Street line was made at Wuvland ..Aven ue
and Water-man Street while Swan l 'oint was '~e rn'd bv the
College H ill- Hud e r Avenue lint'. '

From thc hou..c at 19(1 \\"atcrman Street, thercfure . the
writer h:t:, see n n~t , the hun.e car~ , neXt the cahle cars , then
the elcctric cars run (HI the abandolll:d cable car tracks, and
nnal1\" the replacement o f the..e track.. wirh rhe hcan'
gnJu\:cd rail and the handl ing of large dectric car~ mad~
p()~~ible after August 19 1-1- hy thc I'::b t Sidc tu nne l. T rans­
purt ation di rection has changed :.-c\'eral ti mes a lthough no
more than one trac k ha:.- e\ 'er heen placed on \ \"ak rman
Strect , l l ors!: car~ ran hlJth war.. altcrn:ttdr. un the ~ame

track, cahlc car~ tra\ 'c l1cd wcst , early electric C:Irs tra\·dled

"
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wcct , while today all traffic gIles east, and Waterman Street
has become a "one-way" street east fur rrollcy cars and
autos alike.

The jJrrn'jdrwe F..'1:elling Tt'I/'XnIlJl of I k e. 9 , I RR9
carries the news item that the cable was heing pulled
thruugh that afternoon hy a team of ten hurs!:s u"ing two
v-inch machinery pulleys placed 30 feet apart and reset
:IS often as the cable had advanced that distance. The same
pal'l.:T on D ec. 12, 18R9 tel ls us that the first trip had hCt:J1
made the previous afternoon by the grip car alone, the
passcng:el's being President Waln-r Richmond of the
Providence Cable T ramway Company with his fWD daugh­
ters Caroline and P hoebe and a friend, Miss Campbell ;
\ \' ill iam Talbot, treasurer of the company and an F.".:t'nillg
Telex I'll IJI reporter. T he "gri pman" was :'1ilton H . Brons­
dun, -uperin tendeut and engineer, and an unrecorded
passenger, who, however, remembers well that first trip of
Dec. II , 1889, was a boy, Alonzo H. Williams, who today
is vice presiden t and genera l manager of the l Iuitcd Elec ­
tric Railways Company. The 1~'"t'I'lIillg Tt,legmlJl states
that "the trip was made from Red Bridge to the foot of
College H ill without stop or accident" although a later
/')"fI".'i,I"lIl"e Journal report states that M r. Bronsd on
stopped the car half-way down College If ill (between
Hcm -ti t and South M ain Streets) "to demonsrrnre its pos­
sibilities and its safety to the crowds which tilled M arket
Square , and all vantage points in the nearby buildings."
Arriving at the foot uf the hi ll the grip car was lifted on
to the north hound track, as the cross over was not com­
plctcd and it returned without incident up the hill, north
on l'rc-pcct Street to Angell Street, and then east on
i\ngell and South Ange ll Streets to the carbarn.

The 1~"""'r'lIi1/g T,,/,'gnlill of Ik e. 26, 1889 n:purts the
fir:-r trip with passengers as guests on Christmas Day,
18lW, as folluw-: "G L I D ]l'\ (; on·]{ 1'1 IE HILL
T!I,' Cu y GfJ"."t'l"1l/lIt'1i1 It'JIS flu' <'()IJ1forlJ of I!lt' Cablt!
ROil,l. It was a jolly company who took their seats in the
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three cable cars which -tood upon M arket Sq uare he..ides
the Hua rd uf T rade Huildi ng ar II o'clock ve-rerdav. J u..t
tin: minute.. later than the appointed hour the car.... tarred,
gliding over the hill a.. though it had not ever been an un­
..urmcunrable ob-mclc to Ea..t Side progn..~..ion. Supcrin­
tcndent ~ I i ltun 11. Hron ..dun ..teed at the grip in the motor
car with gripman G. \.. Chipman by his ..ide. l ' rc-ident
Walter Richmond and Ylr. Alfred Stone welcomed the
g ue..ts which comprised the members of the: Common
Counc il, the Huard of Alder men, othe r pr ominent city
utiicial.. and the ..rockhcldcrs of the roa d .

" T he tr ip up Cull ege I fill was mad e in a wonderfully
..hurt ..pace of time us was the run to Red Bridge. :\t the
terminal sta tion th e exami nation of th e machin crv was
made , irs uses ex plai ned , and a wonderful lund; was
..crvcd. Ar 12 :1 5 o'clock the compa ny ..tarred Ujllll1 the
return tri p to the Great Bridge which was mad e in j ust
ti[teen min utes."

After the re turn of the g ucsr party to M arket Square
the car.. were thrown open to the public wit hout charge
and ha lf-hou rly trip" were run from Ii! . \ . ~ 1. to 1u P.~ 1.

dai ly until the end of the year.

O n J a n. I, 11il 9 t1 regular service was inaugurated and
fare .. were collected thereafter. Recc nrlv Xl r. E. Tudor
(; rt>"", in reviewing hi .. tir..t diary, four~d under J an. I,
11': 90 the nutation that " cable cars commenced regular

...ervice today". T he [a-t cable car wa.. run at midnigh t
J an. 26 , 1895 a nd elect ric power t trol lc y car.. I pili .. a
Col lege If ill counterweigh t svsrem wa -, u..ed thereafter.
l i or..e-cars were di~continul;d in April, 189 4. , and the: l in k
white pa~"C:llglT car.. which the hor..e~ h:td hrought tu the
Cahle Road gri p car at the fuot of Coll e:g e: I l ill Wt·rl.:
the reafte r tltt c:d wit h :l mo tor and troll ey and ar riH'.i thl:rl.:
untkr th eir o \\"n p\lwer, T hn e the tro lleys Wt·re tit'd
du wn an d unt il .Ian. 26 , 1895 thl' gri p car" towed tht:J1l
around a~ hefort:. T he I'rrr",.:i,!r'w c> Jourllal uf ' :\11. 2X ,
1895 rt'porb that it had IlCt:ll intended to changl: u\-t:r tu
clt:ctric puwer that dar u..ing a cuunterwt'ight "'r.. tt:11l un

the hill that had been in the proce.... of in..tal larion fur
..orne time, bu t mechanical troubles developed in the: ccun­
rerweieht sv..rem and it did nut commence operation- until
Feb. I-S, 1~95 at 6 1'.:'\1. I n the meantime the original
cable car route W:I .. covered bv electric car.. a.. far :1.. the
top of [he hill and to quote th~ l'rovilrnce lOIO'1JiI! again,
" there the pa-scngers changed car.. and took con..titurional­
up and do wn College H ill " .

The origina l cable car" carried a two-man crew: the grip
nu n who ...rood in t he cente r of t he grip car and wa...
rc-ponsible for ... ta rring and stopping the car" , and the con ­
ductor who ... rood at the hack uf the passcugvr car , u-u all y
011 the upe n plnrform, collec ted fare... , and <iguullcd hy a
cord r un nin g through th e car t tl th e fr ont plat form hel l
when to star t a nd ...to p. l ie a l~u had tu come {or-ward to
the gri p car 011 signa l frum the: grip man ttl cullen fare ...
f rom passenger.. who might get on and be ..cared there.
In addition he manned the handbra kc on the frunt plat ­
fur m IJf the pas-cngcr car during the trip down Col lege
Il ill and up to the point where the her..e.. wert' attached.
Fnrlv operator.. of the grip car" , according to Alon zo R,
\\· i llbm~ in R/lOdt' /;111",[ lJ istory for April, 19+5, were
Patrick Fitzmaurice, Oscar Taylor , E li L eve re. and J ohn
Cox . .-h a 00\' the writer of this article knew rhcrn all ,
but in particular he knew Patrick F itzmaurice who \ i...ired
hi.. hou-c frequently and final ly married j ennit', a woman
who had been a helper to the writer 's mother while the
children were smal l. " P at" was a thick-..ct genial man
whom we a ll liked verv mu ch and there we rt' manv men
in P rovidence who hea;d of hi" deat h a couple of yt::{r... agu
with a feeling: nf tht.· rea l I()..~ tlf:l hoyhllod friend.

:\ kntion ... Iwuld he made Df t h t: ope ning of a mudt'~t

picnic and arnml'llll'llt park nut far fr ulll th e Pnwt:r Ifou:"' l:,
and located abo ut soo feet /1 urth of the j unction of Suuth
,\ngcl l an d F a..t Ri\ 'e r St rl't'b . Th i ~ wa... irltemkd tll ill­
l1 ue rKt' peup le in uthel' par ts uf the city to vi... it it and
thlTt'by heco llll.: pa......engt'r~ on the cahle car". ,\ huilding
knuwn a" " Cahle Cottage" wa" erected 011 the property,
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where: ~IJlb and bottled sof t d rinks wen: sold, and this
bui ldin g i... "ti ll "ta nding on the: heig hts over looking the
Seekonk Rive r and the Xnrragansetr Boat H ouse.

T here arc many humorous incident ... that mig ht ~ noted
in connection with the operat ion of the cable cars. for the
beys ,,1)\)11 found ou t that :1 .. (ring or lig ht rope hu ng do wn
t hroug h the slut would quic kl y wrap it-el f around the
stickr, tarred cable and I'll: jerked fro m their hand". From
rhi... it was hu t a ...rep to tying some thing to the out-ide end
and soon weird proce....<ion, uf articles were travel ling
along the ..lot, many uf them til he: snapped utT by the way­
... ide hut al~l manv arriving at M arket Squ are.

\\'e arc indebted to Richard C. Shaw of this citv for a
detailed ~tury of the -mal l express-wagon rrip, the hoy"
were ,,0011 ma king. .-\ wire wa-, fast ened into a loop on one
end and a hoo k on the othe r. and the hoo k "lipped through
the slot to engage: the cable. By hol ding t he loop and
~teering with the hand le of the cart, two boy... ~irrinf:" in the
carr cou ld get a goc.M.i ride. .Another method wa- ru "lip
t he loop ove r the handle , hut rhi.... was dangerous, because
if a pol iceman were -evn, it wa .... di fficult to unfa- ten it and
get awa}" from the -ccne with th e cart wit h the promptne"s
th at the occasion demande d . .\ Iany bl ock, of wood. horse
chc-tn ut ... . pine cones , pa... reboard boxes, ti n can ... (they
mad e a wonder ful noi-c, two ur th ree toget he r. bounci ng
a long) . dead ani mal..., cte. , cte.. t ra\-e:l led up the ... treefs
at a ll h ()ur~ o f thc day and night, and it wa~ once reO)nil·d
that :t hatt crn l "ilk h:tt maj c... t ically an d d igll i ti l"i.i l ~ Cline
down Co lle.:ge Il ill one.: /loon to roll dej e.:ned l ~ · ll ltO

.\la rket Stluare whell it wa... ~narped off at the huttum .

O n FlIurt h of J uly th e younger gencrati un of thc cntire
neighhurhllud aro~e ea rl y and whcn the tir ... t gri p C':l.r :tnd
tra iler ca rne.: :t1unI;, th e track on \ Y:tterm an St rec.: t wa~

linc.:d with ea p~ . tlJrpc.:do... . :lnd cart ridges from C;:UlO tn
CoYt~ rJ1 or St reet..... " Pat " was un th at tir~t tr ip, an d he t')uk
it all a~ a huge jnkl" , hi~ genia l face wreat hed in ~mile" an d
ch llck le.:~ :b t he.: car... \\"cnt up th e.: ...t n:c.:t ti l th e "'lun d of
the " machine.: gun~ ". Ot her h()y~ up and d UWll thl' nllltC

'I
I

I
I

lined other portions of rhc track, a'" all could hear, and
.\ Ir. Shaw wri re-, tha t hi~ " gang " tun k care of Angcl l
St reet ncar hi-, home fur hlock-; l li s "gang" ranged in
Jge from eigh r to twelve ye:lr~ and included two of his
brothe rs.

" It wa ... al-e great fun eo hook ride .... un the grip cars in
-lac k hours, " Ylr. Shaw wrirc-. "The "cats were lew and
the -peed mod erat e, -o any live huy cou ld hop utT and un
with ea-e , and the 'g r ipman,' a... We.: calle.:d him. was power­
ln~ to de much about it fru m hi- Pv ... ition in the cen ter of
the car unle», he: "topped and gave cha-c , which he often
did when there were no pa~ ...e:lIgcr~ aboard ." Yl r. Shaw
nut onlv reme mber... " Pat" , hut he abo particularly re.: ­
members " j ohnny Fa r" , who " wa... a short , -ncky, light
complexioned fellow, -mocrb sba vcu , hut with one or
rwu day~' growth had a \-Crr rough heard. much like.: a wire
brush , and if he caught u... in the cha ...e.: , he would delight in
rubbing hi... cheek against our- , which fc.:l r much like conr-e
sand paper. .\ nuthc.: r trick uf hi- wa-, tu grah our little: cap" ,
roll them up in a ba ll , put an cla-ric band around them and
throw them a- [a r a-, he could, ge.:nc.:rally over a high hoard
fence. .-\ nd how he woul d bugh! H~" the rime we rc­
cove red our hats , he wa-, wel l on hi-, way."

Stephen Yliflcr , now of the: Providen ce \ \ 'a...hing rcu
lnsu ran ce Cumpan y. wa... a ... ma ll hoy at t he.: time , and une
da r \\" a~ near at hami when thc cahle hroke . ... n :tPI~ l1 g with
a loud nui ~e and . of cour:.e.: , "to pping all c:lr~. I i e wa~

...carl'll . but he.: rmhe.:d int ll the ~ t rcc.: t . I"oked t hroug h the
~ 1\Jt at t he.: cable and thCll ran hllme.: til te ll the n c.:w ~. I
was in thc.: yard wit h hi:. younger hrot he.: r, Richard . :It

lryS \\'at c.: r man St re.:et, whc.:n he hur ... t in ~ c.:ll i n g at the
tup of his lu ng ... : " T he.: cable .... bu ... tc.:d and it's ly ing un
the'drownd '. "

Cul1e.:gc Il ill wa... much na rruWel' frum Benetit Str eet
to Suuth \lain StrlTt in t hu...c d :lY ~ than it is t ()lh ~.. in
fact, except for thl' " b n l1 ing om " Ill'ar th e .\ thenal'ulll.
the entire roadhed wa... :Ihullt the wid th of t he sc.:ct i'lt\ Ileal'
the.: college t:ntrancc t'llb~ ', \ Ir.... Syd nl'y R. Bur leig h,
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who has lived at 69 College Street the greater part of hCI"
life, recalls one attempt to create an "easy approach" ro
the F ast Side hr cutting a trench in the center of the
street, to extend to and beyond Brown Street, and leaving
r-oom Oil each side [nr a one track road f01" horse drawn
vehicles. T his costly and \"iSlOnary project actually

reached the stage of having abutting property own ers :-ign
an agreement to allow it, and she was one of them, but
fortunatclv it never advanced any further before the cable
car project was launched. \\'he;1 the double tracks were
placed on Prospect Street from Waterman to College H ill,
it became ncccssnrv, because of the narrow streets, to plucc
one rail practically in the gutter close to the cu rb ston e .
The duuhle track on College Hil l was similarly placed
near the south curb and left a single scant width road for
vehicles between the north track and the north curb and
this roadway was paved to Benefit Street with round cobble
stones. Xlr. Edwin Collins Frost, writing from California,
recalls that after this work was completed a reside lit o f
College Street complained that now "no one could he mar ­
ried or buried from Col lege Street."

From the bend of the hil l above the Athenaeum the
grade was made markedly steeper than it is today and at
Be nefi t Street a sufficient ~pacc was levelled out so that
grip car and passenger car could come ro a stop with both
cars on a horizontal leve l . Bel ow Hcnefir Street beth tracks
were as close as possible to the south curb again and wen:
paved with round cobble stones.

T hus Cullege H ill became almosr impassable for horse
drawn vehicles and actually impassable fur hicycles whi ch
o f course could onlv be ridden down hi ll because of the
grade and which bO~lIlced so on the round paving stones as
tu make it impossible to control them. Hut buys, as usual ,
solve man}' difficulties and many learned to brake the
speed of their bicycles with a foot on the front wheel and
guided their wheels down hill on the flat steel piece s
funning the sides of the " slot" , which was tun small to
catch the tires. ih the writer was peacefully "riding: the
-Ior", in this wa~· one day he heanl a piercing shriek fr um
the sidewalk and a shrill feminine voice called "011, -ce
that awful boy!" Although this occurred over tifrr ~ cars
ago he remembers it well as it startled him so that he
allowed the bicvc!e wheel ro roll off the -lot onto the
cobble SIoI1t:S and with difficulty regained control.



:'\lr. F ro..; t recall - in hi~ letter that a malaria epidemic
occur red du ring- the con... t rucrion of the line whi ch wa-,

blamed on to th e germs lurking in the ground ami up ­
hea ved during: th e const r uction wor k. It was lat er learned
th at the cons t ruction laborers brought the disease wit h
them .

T he Providen ce Cabl e Tra mway Company wa ... a finan ­
cial -ucces... from th e: sta r t wit h a five -cen t fa re charged
fur eac h pa...-cngcr . It had been cha rac terized by the rep­
rc-cntativcs from th e Union Railroad Company at th e
bcaring-, oppo~ i llg th e charter a..; " doo med to be a di-ma l
failu re" hut new~paper reports st ate that it ea rned 12' ,
or more on it ... inve-t mcn t, and ...oo n wa- planning to a..k
for right - o n othe r ..rreet- to th e Fa-r and Xort h. The
L'nion Rail road Company wa- quick to recogni ze rhi ­
threat to its succco ful futu re and rec ords sho w t hat it
quietl y bo ug ht up all the sha re- of the P rovide nce Cable
T ram way t hat it could , finally obtaini ng the con tro lli ng
interest wit h the: purchase of a block of shares o n Oct . 2.1 ,
1l'll.} O. La ter t he y mad e a public offer for th e remaining
-tock at -:- 1.1 11 per ..hare ( la ter -:- 150 a share , }lrod l! t'w ·e
j r,un lll!, Sept. 7, 1l.}1~ ) and secured all hut two charc-,
whe-e owner- rcfu-ed to se l l at any pri ce. The failure: to
secure the-e tw o ... hare... made it impo-siblc to di~...ol ve th e
company and operate it directly. ,,0 0 11 X ov. l R, IR9+ the
P rovidence Cable T ramway Company leased it-, entire
prop erty an d rulling stock to the l "uion R ail road Company
fora term of tifty r ear " from J ail. I. I R95 for a rental o f
'!-(; pl'r share annual dividend guaranteed , plu.. a ll e x pe l"'e ~

th :11 the company migh t incur.
i\cwrd ing to tIl\,: / lr fJ 'l: id t'1/,-e Journal of D ec. 111, 19(16

t he l ln ited T raction & E lectric Co mpanr of Xew York
l'it~" which had heen Ilrganilt'd with a capital of $fl ,OnO,­
011 (1 h\ ' Xe l";Hn \ \ ' . i\ ld rich, i\ 1ar~den I. I' L' ITV, and \ Vil ·
lialll c';, Hnclk er of I' ro \ 'ide llce, t(Jgc th~r with :\ llt ho llr :'\ .
Brad y of l'\ew Yllrk C ity. houghr all of the t "niu!1 Hail .
ruad CUlllp:mr "tm'k ill Fehruary, r R9.1, fur $2 50 per
... ha re , ...0 that at the tim e uf the I ca~ t: th i" comp:ulY COIl­

tr" lled thl' elltire tractillll ~y~tcm of P nn ·idence. It i" in-
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rcresti ng to no te t hat althoug h the P rovid ence Cab le
Tramway Company opera ted cable cars in th is city fur
on ly ~Iigh tl y ove r tivc year..; , d ue to the two share- above
re fer red tc , the corpora te li fe of t he compa ny approxi­
mat ed tifty yt"ar~. T he origina l charte r ro t hc Providence
Cable T ramw ay, Inc wn... i ~:-uni .\ pril 25 , 188 + and as
lnre n-, D ec 27 , \909 a Jlr IJ ':,.·i ,! ,'fIl e- ) Oll rll<l! article reported
two -harcs a-, being -till held hy thei r original owners..\
formal petition [u di...~oln· the: company i..; publi-bed in
the !lro'-.: i .! i'no' i' }ourJl<I! o f F e:h. 7, 19 ,1-1-.

,h prcvio u-lv stared , the: Ia..t cnhlc car wa-, run ou the
e vening of J an. 26. I lW5 and thereafter it wa-, intended to
h:n e the: littl e: white car.., which had been tined with one
motor and a tro lle y, U"C their uWII power ttl cover the
for mer cable ro ute. Troll cv wire... had been -rruna on
Angel l and Water man Street :-, the rails of the cable cum­
p:lny had been connected by heavy copper wire bends, and
all was in readine-... exce p t add ing a -ccond motor to the
<mal l pa.."t:nge r can ...0 tha t wit h the aid of a counter­
weig ht sv-tem on Coll ege Il ill they would he ..ufficicntly
po wered to trawl up a nd down the hill. This second
motor had been purpo:-d y left our before a" it would have
ninde the car" too heavy fur the cable t hat gave the power
to the origina l gri p C":I r~ , whic h pull ed them around the
m utt: a fter the hor:-e~ were withdra wn. I rue to mechani­
ca l t rouble... d e veloping in the counterweight ~y~tem th e
fi r..r e lectric cars did not t rav el lip and down the hi ll until
Fe b. 15, 189 5 at 6 P.:'\ I., wh en for a short time a free
-h ut th.. sy-tern was operated tr.m ..[err -in g pa ..; ~e nger :- [ r-om
ca r~ a rri \ in!,: at th e f" ut "f thL' hill tu ca r~ wait ing at the
tup a nd vice \ 'er...a, ullI il the "dollhlt' motor" car... we re
:l\'a ilab lc . .-\S ~OOll a ~ th e "d\Hl hle ll1 utur" car ... were n~ady

thcr made the through trip and t he JJm ':,.'i'/ " 11<"" F.':.·t'lI iJlg
'I' 1,II 'Xl"illJl uf Feh. 2(), I R95 rt·port..; a... fo llow,,: "Sn ll'llI is
II :' /I(/'t' .' ,( . • • L 'uinll Rilill"() (/ ,I',f C nllllfl'l' lJ,d"}/( t' Ir 'orl~illg

.. . 11(y..:·er 1I n/f .lt ' Iii /Jt' /,,1' )/ ,//J~;:1/ ill on'-I'." I t :1 1"0 rl'c uni~

lhat " Pe upl e uf thL' F:l ~ t Sid e ha\ 'e hL'cuml' reconciled to
th e pre...ence uf el ect ric Cl r., :tlld :Ire ~ ;li d to ilL' pl e:l~cd

n thn than uth erwi..c" t hll~ ind icati \'c that the ..;tllrm of
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prutt:st that arose whcu the placing of motors under the
(;11" bmi ics raised them up matcriallv, thus making the out ­
side ste p much higher, had large ly subsided. It might be
noted here that the Cable Road was the last to be clectri ­
tied an d that with its completion a ll street car transpurta ­
rion in th e city was by electric power.

T he first counterweight sy~tt.:m Oil College H ill was
designed hy .l - P . l-'. Kuhlmann, a civil and mechanical
engi nee r of Seat t le, \\" ashing tou. l Ii-, system had been in
successful opera tion on the Ranier Ave nue line in Seatt le
and also the F ro nt Street l ine in Portl a nd , O regull, where
it was insta lled Aug . 28 , 1891 , I t was sn design ed that a
car going up or do wn the hi ll ar rnched itse lf to a cab le
which was in turn con nected with a coun ter weig ht travel ­
ling in a conduit beneath th e track. T his counte rweight
was intended to subs tan tia lly halance th e weig ht uf an
e mpty el ectric car so that the only power (or brakes) re­
quired would he to overcome the weig ht of the pas"e llgers.
T he conduit beneath the car ra ils was d ivid ed into two
parts, the dee per, which was 4-2" wide and 14- ·' deep
(.IG'· x 18" in P ortl and, Oregon) containing two 60 ton
weights mo unted on wheel s which travelled on an under­
ground track, and an up per section, 6" wide an d 8" deep
which carried the cable to wh ich the " latch" (or clutch)
was attached through t he slut. From the poin t where the
latch was arrachcd a J~" cab le wen t to the top and bottom
of the hill , passed around pu lleys in to the deeper part of
the conduit and wu-, attached on each end of the counter­
weigh t. At the bottom of the hi ll an underground bu mper
stopped fu rt her progress of the counterweights, whi le at
rhe top the dee per part of the cond uit was dug out so
that the counterweight had a horizontn l space inclined
sligh tly down in towards the hill. Th is made necessary a
definite pull to start it over the "ridge" and down hi ll.
T he " latch" remained above the slot a nd thus above the
street lend at all times at the top ; at the bottom there
was :I recta ngular pocket into which it dropped and was
held.

T he p:t~.;~'nger cuo" were all tined with a spring device
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to grip the latch which then could only be released hy
pul ling a cord at the ~idt.: uf the front (or back) platform,
and rbe method of operation was as follows: At the tup
of rhe hill the pa"st.:tlgt.:r car carne slowly down until it
engaged the "larch. " An employee stood there to super­
vise , and then stepped on to the car which proceeded down
hi ll under its own power, at the same time pulling the
underground counterweight lip to the top. At the bottom
the employee wh o had ridden down on the car gilt off ,
pulled t he cord and the " latch" dropped rnto the pocke t.
Cars bound up the hi ll ran over and beyond the " latch11 as
it lay in the pocket and stopped. T he "latch" was then
raised by a specia l device and the passenger car then kicked
up ti ll it engaged the "larch" which it did with a spring
g rip . As the car we nt up the hill it was helped by t he
counterweight coming do wn underneath . At the to\, the
e mployee who pulled the cord at the bcrtorn and who had
ridden up (11\ t he rear platform, pu lled the cord releasing
t he " latch" and the car proceeded by it-e lf leaving the
" la tch" ready for the nex t car down .

T he hig disadvantage of the system was the her t hat
on ly one car could go up for each car tha t came down and
vice versa whic h caused congestion and tro uble , particu­
la rly during r ush hours and if traffic was blocked by emer­
gencies such as a lire. I n fact traffic grew so rapi d ly that
the sy-rem proved tota lly inadequate to handle it and it
was rep laced the fol lowin g year by the Brcn sd on counter­
weight system which served rem arkably wel l un til it in
t urn was replaced by the E ast Side T unnel on A ug . 9 ,
191 4-.

Le ss than a mon t h af ter the K uhlmann counterweight
-ys te m began operations, about noun on M arch 8, 1895, a
terri fic exp losio n occurred from leaking gas that had col­
leered in the cond uit at its upper end op posite 58 Col lege
Street . then occupied by Charles F . God frcv, la ter by
D r. Seaburv as " Finval I louse," and unt il rccentlv the
Alpha l k l t~ P hi 1I (J ~l se . P lanking , manhole CO\Oel<, and
cobblestones were blown in all di rections, shattering
windows in a ll nearby houses and even breaking one in the
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Fi rst Con gregati onal Church at Bene fi t and Benevolent
Streets. T homas I:, Xcl son, an employee of t he company
who was standin g t he re to super vise the engaging of the
" lat ch" by the cars, was st ruck by a stone or pla nk and d ied
the next dav. Fortunarcl v no car was ncar at the time and
althoug h passersby had many narrow escapes on one else
was repo rted inj ured . T he wr iter as a hoy knew :'-) 1' .
N el son \'err pl easantl y as he passed him twice daily going
to and coming from schoo l and the shock of his unti mely
d eath st il l stands out in his mernorv.

T he / lr fJ7.'id" I/I/' l ournol of ;\ b l:ch 9, I H?S stare-, tha t
t he ground , et c., was torn up for fifty feet hut th at th e
damage was im med iately repaired by a large crew of work­
men and th at cars were runn ing as usual by 5 P.::\- I.

T he second and last counterweight system was de vised
hy Xl il ton 1L Hron-don of th e traction company to over­
come th e inad equacies of the Kuhlmann syste m and for a
time gave greatly improved service to the East Side. I n
many respects it was like th e previous system and the chief
points of di fferen ce foll ow : F irst, it used both tr acks so
t hat two separate units operated side by sidc ; second , it
had rebuil t elect rified grip cars att ached to th e " latch" at
a ll times capab le of handling two passenger cars at once ;
th ird . the counterweig hts, hy a system of pulleys. tra ve lled
onlv one- half the distance (to Beu efir Str-eet } while the
surface cars wen t the whole war; and tinnll y, if tra ffi c one
way was unus ua ll y heavy. the grip cars were powerfull y
mot ored so that the}" could travel up or d own the hi ll by
themselves to t he point of congestion. Also they could
move 0 11(' or two passenge r cars up or down t he hill as th e
occasion demanded . and as tra ffic increased it was usual lv
two. As th e g rip ca r was the only car attached to th e
counterweigh t by t he "latch" it was a lways 0 11 th e down
side and provision was mad e for it to d rop th e "la tch" into
a special rectang ular pocket in the stree t and get out of the
\\":ty of passellgCI' cars coming to and going from th e foot
»f the hil l. G rip cars Wt:IT rebuilt with en tirely glu-scd-in
['od ies so th at the operators wert: protected from weather
and nl-o th crc was nl) p!ace for anyone to gt:t on for a ride
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except at the door and t·ach end. •\mullg the well known
llpenturs uf these grip cars was uur old friend, Patrick
Fitzmaurice.

Only :1 few runaway cu-, ever travelled the hill :llld
the wri ter knows uf only three :--uch accidents, in which no
one in the cars was injured, One car is reported ro have
run away late at night when trattle was negligihle :ulLl to
have held the track -ucce-c-fullv down the hill, acro:;.;
.vlu rkct ~qli:Jrt· and up to Turk, f l e:ld where it was tinnllv
brought tu a stop. . \ second one getting uur uf contro l
after lening Hcnctit :-\treet <ma-Jicd into a South :'- 1:I i1l
Street car which \\"as crus~ing the foot of College Hil l :1lld
knocked it into tnc side of tv. B. Cha"t:\ store . One
passenger on the South Vlain Street car was slightlr in­
jured. After the instal lation of the Hron-don coun ter­
weight systt'Jll an empty car late unc night rounded the
curve at the 1,)P uf the hi ll and slipping UJl We t leave- on
the track (i t was lure autumn) went the whole leng th of
the hill and smashed into the hack of a two r.n- "convov"
the grip car had ju-t taken down, \\' hell he saw t hc cr::."h
W:l~ inevitable the motorman shut ott his rever-e power,
-c t hi-, hand bra ke, and wen t inside and sat do wn. H e
escaped uninjured and the onl y damage W:1S to the vc... ti ­
buies of t he cars , where ther came [ugt:ther" T he writer
was all a car that ran away under simil.u- circum-r.urcc- as
it approached a grip car waiting fur it at the lop of the
hill . " Pat" Fit zmau rice saw it rOllling , starred hi~ grip car
do wn hill and S\HIIl was spct·ding duwn ju-t a lit tl e -Iowcr
tha n it was trave lling. :h a result the pa~sl'l1gcr car and
grip car carne toge ther wit h -circcly :t j:lr just above
Benef it Street . the grip " pin" huy drupped tht: [(lupl ing
pin in and we made a perf ect stop at the bottom of tht: hill.
.\11 cars taken up or down hy the grip cars were coupled
toge ther and to the grip cu-.

Runaways uf the counterweights occurred from time tu
time and Wert: usualfv c.ue-cd bv :1 broken cahle, T ht:
rc- ul t W :IS a genera l '-1;la"h-up u(thc " work s" at the I"t­
to m of the hill and the ill(,u!l\'enienn: to the public. who
had to walk fur one or f Wu da:" while repair-, were ht:ing
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nu de, Ru naway" of the counterweigh ts cause d hy the
"lurch" slippi ng out uf it" rectangular pocket be cuu-e im­
prol'aly put in occurred rarely, bu t Alonzo Williams in
Rh')'/f' 14 41 11,/ H ismrv fu r April 19-1- 5 recou nts tw o in­
-rauccs in one of which the larch flew up th e hill in ti me to
take the two hind wh eel s o ff a j un k wagon that was j ust
ere....iug the tracks at Hene.: tit Street,

Insofar a" th e writer know". no passe nger has ever- be en
iniurcd 011 the hi ll t raffic. In an ar ticle in the /'ro~~'i, /t'II(t:'

h;'IrII,d fur .\ ug . 8, 191-1-- , .-\ma:-:t:'\1. Eat o n describes the
old cable tramway a:- the "lu-r of its k ind in the cUlll~try"

and further "t:ttcs that " reco rds do not show t hat a -inglc
pa"-.cnger was ever inj ured on the hil l."

T he fina l chapter in tratiic service to the E a"t Side. up
to the pre-cu r time, wa-, writt en when it was found that
the cars could not he inc reased in size because of the curves
at the top of the hi ll , and t he second counterweight -v-rcm
was unable to hand le an r fu n he r increa-e in traffic. T hu -,
oil :"0\', I .:! . 19 12, wurk was begun on an F a..t Side tunnel
for double -track trol ley service wit h longer and l-etter
car", Thi-, tunnel was com pleted in ea rly 191'+ at a cost
e~timatcd to he POO ,OOO and bal last was placed and track­
laid .-\ pl'il 6 , 191.+ , On Augu-r 9 at 1:30 .-\. \ 1. a Hurler
.Yvc nuc car, the la-t trolley ca r eve r to go up Col lege: Hill,
wa-, pu -bcd over the brow and returned by way of Brook
St reet, a:- work of dismant ling the College H ill in-ralla ­
t ion had be gun. T he tr-acks wen: quick ly removed and
t he stree t once more became passable for street ve hicles.

T he fir"t ea rly morning car" on August 9, 19 1.+ were
r-outed through th e tunnel which 1:' II/:) lI r>f'r;lI,r, ,vf":.::.1
records <1 :- 11 (HI feu lung, 15 feet wide. and 17y.! feet
hig h. giv ing a two (llot clearanc e between each car a mi
t he side wall. T he grade was reporte:d a" -I., HI

" I n th e
same rcflTl' nce We nute that th e :\ew l la n :n Railru:ld
tun nel i:- 1 1 ,! fed nar rower a lt ho ug h hein g 12;;; feet
high er,

T hat the: rr.' ma \' vet he anu ther chapter in I':a"t Sid e:
t r:m"pur tar io n i" ir;di'cated hy th e wat erproonl1g wor~ Il I ~W
going- nn in the I':a"t Sick t unne l. \"hell cum pleted It will

I' KO\ 1l>E.' C E C.\BLJ-: TR \\tW_\ )' 2i

ma ke po-sihl c thc removal of t he rrcllcy tracks and the
p;l\-ing of the roadb e d, which in rur u would per-mit rhc
u-,c uf the tunnel fo r " t rackIe"" rrollc vs" and other
vchicle-. lts size compa res fa vorabl y with th e Ea"t Hu"tu!\
vehicular tunnel.

I n d,):,ing- may I expre"s m y great upprcciarion of rhc
intere-t and a"...i..ranee I have received fr om many sources.
Space prevent- mr men tioni ng me re than a few names,
a nd allow" the li"ting of only part of the references from
which real facts were obtained. but to all who han> helped
in any way I extend my "illcc re and profound gratitude.

.\ C K.'\o\\ ·I.E IX; \ I E .'\ ' I·:-; \.'\1) RFFFKF .'\C I::'
. \ , .i'I..II1("1: " -J ; r~n: i,,:J from rhc Rh, ...! ,: h lJnJ Il i' lUri.-..l :'<",i"t,-,

I' ro,-iJ n lCe Pet-lie LibrJtI. I' r'" idc ncc ,-\lh" nJ..um, I'rm i,l..nne lourn'"l
L ih Jn • .\1011 1.1> K. ' \- illiJllu. E. T u.l" r (; r"", . Ki, hJ r.1 ~hJ '" ~ t ,,' phcn
\I ilk r·. h d crid C<.lper. Edwin C" lIill' f ro " l, .111.1 \Jr,. ~~ ,I m'~'
Bu rl c i~ h.

Inf" rllu t i" n "J ' ot>u in"J frum " o ,-r ·iJ" JI,,' J"",,,..! arriclc- In.l ,,~i­

l",iJl , ~rrcJri ll~ h :h.!. 11193. ~<·rt. 21. 1:-. <1.1, 1" '(". I I. 1..:4; • .IJn. "" ,
I ," 'H , \ IJr(" h J . s. 9, J nJ 17. I II'H . J)..c. 211. 1'1\1(" I>~c. ! -. 14 11'1,
\ u ~. _'. 1911,\rr. It•• I 'IH • .Iul~ I'J, 1'l 1.f.\ul(. :-.. 'J . ~n .l I ". I 'lt ..,
' <1'1 . - . I'IH , ""'. ! 1. I'l l i . .IJn. _. 1. 1<119. JnJ ' rL 1'-1. 19 .N. _\';.1,
In"" "" ," ,''''' .-r } ,, /< III ,11 _~ I,.,..".,,- fur 1": '/11. 1"'11 . 1":'/2. 1":<,1 .1, 1...4 -4-.
I ..:9/>. -\1..., 3 T1 i c1 ,,~ in " " If·i l"'lrr J',lII ".,1" II IJII. _. 1. 1'1 r'I, h, C h.u l.." C.
\l um i" r.l. J nJ "n ~"I'l. I i . I? .1 'l . h.1 F r..J...r;,- C . C<~ 'I"" r. .

\ 1..., ifllm /J ,>.,,.' '>J T ,.".lr }"''' 'I"I, \ b~. I 'J I ll ; r h.., C , lok K" .d ()1.1

:' 1 >11<." II.lIlL. \I.H. It, . 1<) .11 ) ; I.Jtt ;',u , i"X .\ r,, -,. J Ul. I ! , 1":<,1 ,1, J une
!'l. I ":<B . (kt. I I , 1l" 'H • .\pri1 '1th.I' ,'l:c ';'IIU. Jll J _\ I'ril II>, I'll " p.'g c
":"2. T Ill' .\rr,' t " xf" " J SI"lo 1,1' 1) , t\\ ·illi.ll11 T , ll .l\ i,. 1':,1. 1 \ -" I..f
1'''1( ''' 2- III . S" u ' N"'i/:I""r I. i,ll's ',JNI,'" I" 1, /~,,,/ h.' II . tl r~ \ , \ ..[o-lin.
:'cn ..l"" t ' n i" " K. K. Cu, ; l ' n i..n K., ilru.,J _\n "u.,1 Re-po rl of 111 - ;.
N. I . ,ii..",, 1". . \pril 19"; - .\ 1<,"1.<1 K. \\" ill1.1II\> ··T llc C,'nk T r.lm'\ J.'­
~\,lcm of I' rm·j,!c rK"" ; Kq'l ,rt Commill ..,..· "1'1,oinl<:'! 10., ( ;", ,,rn"r "f
' ·1.I" .1(hu' d l; p"l'tc 1_10 ~lrc<.'t K.l illl,lI ' " f I'rm i.k nn' 1S'l ! ; Hmlcu
,\li·,,, II.wi,,, ',J R. I. I H;' !> \ ',,1. II, ['"i ..., ,!lll·!"'; " ,.',I'UO"" 1.:oli"l:
I"..-1 L'g r,lln D,,<"- ; . 11I1l9 r,'lo:"c I . D.,,' , 12, IH Il ') 1'.11(.0', D",·. zo. 111/( 9 ;
K, I. II ;'\("icrl ~K i ..,t.'· :'rr "p 1I< ~ , k.

~ill<'" tilc lint p",t of Ih" Jrtidc II," ['ld 'li,h ~.1 ill RI" ",Ir I..!,,,d Jl i_," " .\"
.\rril 1<} ·I(, . thc foll<minlo: bc't; h,n c 1,..",)\ brought to Illc at l<: l1 t iun of
tllc "ril...,:

I, T ilc d ...,:k, ,h ""'11 on r,r~ ..' ;! in tllc r.lilro.d otli..~ .lId \\ Jit;llg
mOm b ll i hj i n~ ;11 lh"'ldl of til<.' !,i,w r" (~.." .1]"', ", tr ..1I1..· right " f pi'-lurc
on r ,' gc 4.. ,'nJ J~S\:ripli"n "n r ,L I'C 4.; ) \I. b r" l11 o, ..,lt" r h~ ·' !l.,.lhl of
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T r.l,k " I'ui!.lill!:, (:0."''': ri~ht "f r i.t u,..: " " f' J~" i:!J . .II Ih" I,m.· the r.ril­
'''J.! l-L1 il . l i n~ \\ .1, toru .1""lI .1lI.! ,ti llt.·11, time I" .111 f' ."" f' h~' un \ 1.Hl .-t
~'j uJ r , . T h" "11" .rr,1,, [ T f...k"l-L1i l.li,l!: "J' l.rtcr lll" "" .h rh ..· ··C hJm hcr
.. f Cllll1l11 ..: rc..·.. hu il.li l1j.( " h..:" it Imu",J tllJl o'g.mi/JI;"n, " hi1c t,,,l.,~

( 1'14- ) it is J~J j,1 ~":1\cr.111.\ c.,lkJ " T h" \ I.lrl .-t Huilding." It , IJn.l , un
th, .J'I.rn .i. k ,,( \ t .lT h t " ILI .H" In.! the dod ;; in th" " , ;{ ",hi Jt-o"
Ih. th;r.1 'Iur~. H"}'l.,. in,.: the ..rn .•mcnt.il win.icw. JIIJ on:r1oolin)l: t he
:-' i<.l J r<..

~. T h.· 01.1 I'"'' ' ' ', .. <.1 .... J[ II,'} :'. ,u[h \ n.o: .·11 ~,. i. 11"\\ ( 1<J4~) the
"Ii.-e .IIlJ r b n t uf th..: \den .k",lr~' \1(,1:. C<lmpJn~ whic h movc.i ;n
the latte r r J rI " f 1'14(,. Thi, i, lift~ -t \\" ~''':''' ; J(t..:r the l'''~'iJ" ,/, ,,

I:, ,,,,;ng T ..k /olfJm ..f F..!,. ~ I> . 1"'/ ;;. rq... rI, ,1 ...•. ]''''\ cr 11 " u'" to be
10:', .j .." II JI ..nee."

Zac hariah Al len Comnu-morutcd

T he pioneer si lvi cult ure experiments of Zachar iah
Yl lcu were commemorated 0 11 Suudav, Octobe r 20,19..6,

ar ccremon ic.. held in Lin coln \\·o.,.j~ Rc-c rvuricn under
the au...pice.. o f the R hud e Island I licror-iral Sucie ty . .\
~ I'rillg un .\ lIe ll'" ori gi na l ..ilviculr ure plot wa , dedicated
ttl hi- mcmorv, and a marker wa-, unveiled Oil the site In'
Zachariah .\ lit:I1 , a great grand-nephew. .

r ill' p rogram incl uded aJd re~~e.. hy H enry I>. Sharpe ,
the ~ucit:tr·" prcsidcur , W ill iam C,reeJ1 l' Roclkcr , ib
director ; ( ,u\ crnor John ( ). Pa-rore , P ro f. l Icr- rnan
Haupt Cha pman uf "the Yale Schoo l of Forestr y ; and
C har le... ( ;iI lt:r, f0 1'e~ r t: r fur .\ n1t: rican Forc~ t P rod uCTs
1 11 ~i ll ... t ries , 11K. \ pageant, « 'I'he l:urest "I'rail," wa '" pre ­
~l'nh:d Il\ ' Bo \ " Xnub <I f t he Bb cb tullC ' -alle\" area; it
wa ~ writ'[c n ';y :\ 11"... A nne Craw ford 1.\ lIcn )· I lols[, a
gr:ll1d-n iccc llf Zacharia h ;\ l len.

T he pr ug r:llll was mad l' pu.... ihlt.: t hruugh th c gCllcn lsitr
of \\" ill i:l ll1 1':J r , a g r;\J1 d"ull (J f Zacharia h A lle ll and a
ml'1l11x:r uf the Z'<lcil't\ " {U1' ~cn:llt \ · \·l':lr". ;\ 11". E h ' is the
scn:lll' ll1 l'lllhl'r uf t he' ~(1c i e [y. .. .

. \ ~ pan of t hl' pr inted pt"Ogr:Ull o f thl.: a ffair, "/ad u riah
.\ Ik n. l'illl1 l'c r ill ;\ pp l i l' ~l ~ih- i cultllre ," a ll article hy
\ 1<llltl·rI.: Y I .l·llu ll II < , I ~ ! , W ;h reprinted frlJm t hl' J OII I"II,I!
f! i For,·..,ry f il l" J u ly, II}.H;.

Book Review

F A R l. Y R FII O IlOT II

n 'x w ,u n,,,J lI i il,,";,·.ll .\'uJi", "f f .;", if i", ./IIJ [ " Olf)
in ,hil Plpfl' I";' (."'/"'/\' T" ~" 'I< I, if

By R ichard Lc Baron Bowen
v, I~m" II. " ,h , ld " rrint,·J. R, lt..l-.,lt. vr., ._"h~,.·It •. I" "';. FF. 1' -. I; illu. ­
,,~,j"n'. f' .

[.0( .11Jnt;<.ju.1ri.In; who I'>l:nm.1ll the {J(t Ih.ll Ih,,~ 11.1\1, I'>l:"n for">I.1ll,,J
in th" wr;l ing " f the hi'loril, .. f tll,ir I"...m ,h,,,, IJ , ..",iJ,r rhc \\ml,
uf :\I r. Bt'''"n JnJ go .InJ .10 likcwi...-. ' I'h" It,,'n which hJ' J g.~,J lI.1r­
r.nivc bistorv of Ih" "I.lI~pe nu ." c"",iJ ...·r itself hl""",J . hUI th" hi-rorian
n h.. uses Ihc'" volumes f,..,'uil, the l.id of ,,1.1.1 docum..nllli..n JI1..-1lh"
l-r;d sumrnarics o f 11<l"·I,,,1 rccord-. \ 1r. H.u'w n. tin Jinll' R..:h" h" th well­
,urrli,J wirh nar rarivc hiHuric •• ",n~ .I!!" undcrn • •l th" rl","'.'~ lnJ
Inn,,:ri p[;on of ,,\-n~- document r,bling I" Ihe CJTly hi>1Ur~ "f th..: tm'n.
From th",.., f cc"'.I. he hl' .Ilr"J.!~ d rawn t" " ' ,,!unw. of 'luJid u{ 'F' e;JI
topic, which J re "'4..·fulto th" hi [uri.ln J' " "II J' in l,·fe.[ing 10 r,,:url..: who
lnuw Ih" town.

\l r. Bowen k gins Ih;, ...·run.1 , ..Ium..· with J oreful. tI,ortlugh. ;In,l
un,logm.nic HuJ r o f the orig;n ..{ Ih" I'''. nam es, ~,lonll',j R..: h"h:" h.
! !<. i. Ih.· kind of hi>tnri.In "h" 'In .1.. ,,,eh " ..rk without h.·<:t>1lI;lIg
f'"juJi",,'J in fJ"'r nf hi. uwn origi'l.Ij·'''IfI''·'1i"n' (ur l ..olution. T h"
1hirJ durIn contains hitherto -unpublished Ii l> "f conrriburion, fur
.Id..:nc".1t th" l ime of " ing I'hili..." \\ 'J f .111.1 lisr, IIf R. huh" th ... l.Jicrs.
T he cha pter " n the munlcrf";I;ng Jcti, iIi", of \ IJ rr I'c.' l B" lln " " rt l1
is little short ..f ' !.lu ling. "lhis uknl,·.l membe r u( .I Ji"lin!:ui,hd >"1.'; ..1
eirc l>: .lc, d"F"' J 1 Icchniquc [ur ntJ l ing rq'ru.lurli..us ~nJ J '~,I.11I of
.li.tri"uI;nn of her pro...luct whic h 11.. ,..k J rh r...· " ,I""i,,. with for,.:d Bin,
"f Cr..·Ji t {mill I ; I f> to I;! ,I. F in J J1 ~" .klnkJ .111.1 ill1 l'ri",n",I. ,h..: \\ .1"

rd ":J;cJ l-y .I m ....,p il· gr.l1lJ jur.,-. JI1J li""',llo Ih..: rif'<.· " ,1:.' "f "il/.hl.' -nio..:.
\\ ' il h h;, ,·",to",.,r., - thomug hl1 <''', .\ Ir. lI" w"n pn ·", n!> til<." Il'..: n..:., l"gi.·, of
Ih" IW,,],-c f11l1 ;li" il1\oll ".1 in th.· cuun lcd.·i tin g. includ ing olle (If t"' r
")l: ..' nts who bla :.... t,i<'\'eJ .1 di,ti ngu; ,h..·.! lt1 ilil.u .,' r,·,·orJ.

:\ n.. tha cho ice \·h.1rl..-r in Ihi, , " llllt1.· ",mlJin, c<lIt1 !,kt.., Ir.tI1sc rirh "f
th ..· Ihr"c hunJrc.! wJ rIling. " ul IImin " [oun ,l ;n Ih..· Rd ,ul" Jlh re"Cuf,ls
lx'lw""n 1(, ~3 .t1lJ li~~. li n ..: 111.111' tl\hl <:rs \\ ill t;II.! dw "h,,:u ,,' fru it
of Iheit fam ih- IHTS. 11l ,l l h" " ,,·i.ll l. i:' lor;Jn " ill tin.! fruit fo, ;Iu.h . ...;"
compar .,h1c r~co,d h:ts hi lh..-rlo I>"'n :1...,i1.11,1..·. T h..: index . \\' h ; ~h i, :I

1110.1..:1 " f it, linJ . ronl.,im ," Ill": 11> ; (1 11.1111,.,. · I·b.· prinling , I'ru"f.
rL'.IJ ing. and bind ing- :lrc <' ~e"rl ;l)n.11 1.," ,'«",,1. In L,cl. the onl.l" Lalit one
o n linJ wi th Ihe "'J lum ..· is Ih.lt th' f" i ~ oot 111Or~' of it.

C I Il-'t" OK tl Ie:. ' H I I' 1',,'



1.

"

World War II Souven ir E xhibition

T he exhibition of World War II Souvenirs opened at the
J ohn Brow n I luuse on J une 3,19+6, and closed j un e .tn.
I t con tained U\'I.:r 51HI irem-, wh ich were insured to a tota l
"urn of approxima tely $ 15, 0(10 . Abou t H20 persons signed
o ur book as \ jsitor...; . T he: exhibition probably co-r the
~(J[ietr a lit tle under $ lI nO,

I thin k all who saw the exhi bition will agree rhnt the
art icles which were shown wen: re present ative and rn;Il1 ~ '

were uni q uel y interest ing. T he di splay included a large
range of objects , incl uding tool s of wa r such as g UllS , swords,
bom bs, vrc, curios, such as a piece uf Cerman urani um 235 ,
a Bur mese Buddha, the door knob from H itler 's bathroom
at Berchtesg urrcn, and a tennis Cli p presented l-y the Shah
of Iran ; an d :d~() ob jects uf a rt , such as the oil paintings
from Chi na dUlle in the \ \' estern manner. T he ge l)gnphicaI
sources of the artic les covered all the main ar-ca-, when:
American servicemen wert: during: the war. I thin k also al l
will ag ree that the arrangement of the disp lay wa" remar-k ­
ah k well done . The work of ins rallurion was d une chit, th
by Cl iffurd P. Xl onahon , the assi- rnn r libraria n, to whom
a il cre d it fur this phase of the show sho uld he given.

Whilt: the ult ima te test uf nnv exh ihitiu l1 is undoubredlv
its attendance record, and whil ~ our atten dance wa , nut :{"
large a:-. we may ha ve hoped, I do nu t th ink we d id h:ldly.
E igh t hun d red an d twenty was the num ber of pe r"UllS who
signed th e hook, a nd reports sta te that th ere were lluny
wh o d id nut sig n.

We were lucky to he ab le to keep the cost of t he cxhibi­
rion so low. \\'e were ab le to d o t his partly hccnu-c of t he
grea t deal uf vo lunturv hel p w hich we received. I wi-h to
th ank all ou r voluntee r workers. T he regu lar UI1C~ were

T hi, drt id e e"n,i, l, of '>"" r l' f" .,,, \ It. l"l",. , · h r " ,, ~h· . r" I'''' 1 ." dl.,i , m,ln " f
the Hhibi l ;"" ,,,,,, ,,,ill'·' ·.

Jl
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S pring L caurc Program

~O~ l E CO~ I ~ IO :" IJl SE,ISES OF CO!.O :" " I !.
C1 11!.DR E:"

• '\:J.:; P..\1.

"';n, ~ 00.1. I, 1<r41>

\I i"" \I n l k \1 . lill>"n
w ~Ierhll r.\••Con n.

\I i,. E1,ie II. \Im in
.\ lr. I'Ju! \ . \l a riJm

EJge ,\ ( ~ .J, K. I.
\l r. Ko\\ c H. \lcl("JIf

:'\C \\ Yorl.:" . Y.
\l r. I b m ' r. \ l iller
Dr. rJm~nJ s. \ lor,e: Jn
\ I r..\ rt hur K. I'olk f

Cran ston. R. I.
:\Ir. Rodman ri. Rnh bun
\l r' . Rodman (i. K.Hlihun
\ Ii" -'I.Hy ~tU rt c l ' . 1I 1t

:" ' ·\\l ,,,tl. R. 1.
-'I i" El il.l F. W. ' Ldt
\ 1r>. (; l 'Of lo:C . \ . \\ ·lIilc. J r.

I:J' \ (; rn 'n" jd l, R. l.
xt-. \\ ' il1 iJm -'I. Whilc

F a, l I'r" l iJ\·I1\".." It . I.
\l r. K"nnu h J.WUl,Jhu r~'

\\ " " 1 \\ 'Jr\\ ick, It . I.

F t'IJI"f(' /I"\' 19 IlJ-li ••. .
) he FR~ EST CU·I .FI F I.I)

\ \'e:-t H artford, Conn.

• • •
lI 't'dllt'sdil)', .\lilJ"d ; J'J, 1';-17 ••• S :15 P ..\I ,

LFO~ S . (;o'\Y , l' rc-idcnr
Ver mon t l Ii- tc ricul Socicrv,

M ontpelier, Verm on t. .

I'l'W Members of till"
R hode Island H istorical Socier v

\Ii,· I .... f",;\ r.. \nJr~"
(-;~' pcc '. R. I.

\ Jr" D~ , u u. .\tWJI<"r

\Ir . r rd a id I' .. \ u' l in. Jr.
BJ rr ;n Iit1tJll. k. I.

\I r. C hari"" I.. H.1/{ nall
.\ Ir. W.lh..r:-'1. Hal t r
-'I " . -'buha Hoh oh · RI1]Oll
\lr. EI'CTctt e. Cro>~\\"

' m t w-l d. :\IJ ".. •
\I f;;. w ulbm I. H . D\'cr
Dr. \l.mll ;l11 :... "'uh,;n
Vlrs. \ I.mllall \:. Fulton
Dr. R. E. Gi lm.ltl
-' Ir " l(o l1 ,l hl C. ( ; rt'l' l1
-'I r,. Ron.!!,] C. (;r t'cn, J r.
\l r. C hc.lcr C. n rc" llc
\ Ir" e ll " ;! ,,r C. {; rn 'nc
xn.. F' lha I.. " rn ,n"
\I rs. If .1 nnit>JI Ibml;n
\I r. "mid~. T . H innu n

WJld i d J . K. I.

Yl r.., I knry Righr. :\ I i ~:- Hi rbara Stone, .\ Ii..... W ilhelmina
W heeler, and Xlr. Bvron .\ . Bu..'-C " , I n addi tion , all the
rcgu lur ..tatt of the S.Kicty and .\·Ir". Vlonahan worked
, ig" n Ju...l~ o n th e exhibition in addition to th eir reg ular
wor k.

1\' ·iI,f t'r'.; IJiX e'SI [or I tccembcr , 19+6 , contains an article
entitlt:d " Roger \\' ill iam:-- F ir:-t M odern American," hr
I ronald C. Pcarric. III the l'ro".·i,ll'1IU' SIII/,liIV JOl/r1lal
for I tee. 8. 19+6 , a let ter to the editor from ,\ dd i ~lJn P.
.\ lunnJe, president of the Roger \ \ ' ill i:un :- :'\Iellloria l
.-h ...ociation , point-, our that rbe article errs in stating that
Rug er Wi fliam -, ' buria l place i-, not known . :'\1 1'. M un roe 's
let ter -rarc- that " it i~ definitely known whe re he wa ...
ori gina ll r buried and where his remains now rest." T he
lett er gOt> on ru explain the fi nd ing of \\' ill iam:-' grave
and the -ub-equcu t tran-fcml and ultimate cn-hrinc ment
of it ... conten t....

'!

i'\rws - I'\o tcs

T he Socit:tr o f Colunial W ar... in Rh ude l -Jaud and
Providence Plnnrarion- h:r-, re centl y- di-rribur cd rc ir-,
membership a fac-imilc reprint of a unique pamphlet in
the ~l)CidY':- library: Ruger Williams" .1" . 1"J';;:t'r to <I

I,t'/l t'" of Xlr, Coddill j!,unI.

An other recent hook of interest to R hod e I... landers i~

.11Jit',.iI"tJ 1355 - 13 fl -I, h~' II j ulmar R. H oland ( ) )ueII, S loan
&. Pea rce }. I n it .\ Ir. H olnn d elaborates the tbcor v that the
stone -tructure in Touro Park, Xcwpo rt. fam iliar'ly known
as the O ld Ston e .\ Jill , was a ;\' nr:-e churc h, ur the centra l
cure of such a buildi ng.

.-\ ;>;1-:\\ ' AI' I'RO,\ CII TO !.OCA!. Ill 'Sl;>;ESS
II ISTO R\"
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