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I N [IS C LT S S I:\, G the negat ive role of Rh ode Island in the format ion
of the Un ion a lead ing contemporary historian has remarked that
to thisday " Rhode Isla nders turn the ir memories mor: fon dly upon
th e bu-ning of the had shi p Gaspee than upon the part they did not
take in la unch ing the 'Good Ship Const itution' ." W(" teid to read thl·
i'tory of the struggle over the Const itu tio n through glascs colored by
our km wlcdge of the 160 )Tars whic h ha n followe d uc adoption of
th e Cotsritut ion . Today the superior wisdom of the Fouidiug Fathers
seems almost be yond debate . H indsigh t is always lx-t.cr than fore
sight. and we ask ourselves, " How could our Rhode Islat d fort-fathers
have h-en so blind. so prov inc ia l as not 10 have seen d e t reme ndous
benefit- wh ich the Co nst itution was destined to bring to this state
and the rest of the Union?"

The dramatic story of the extruded polit ical nJlll!id ] \ ' ('1" t he ( :on
stitut icn has lx-cn told severa l tim es. most cxha ust ivel- in Frank G.
Bates·sR hode Is/and and the FOT1/llIliV/I of the U 11;0/1. .\1y own inter
pretati.ms of the reasons why Rh ode Isla nd opposed thl Consti tution
arc somewhat d ifferent from those advanced by Bales an d other
writ erson tbc per iod . I will om it here, in so far as pos iblc. dcscri p
tions 0: rvcms. and conrentratc on an alyses of thr- nason." for the
even ts.

Durn g I1w war for Independence Rhode Island's zeal for the
Revolu ion arv cause was at least equal 10 that of any cf rln- thirteen
sta tes. \\"hen proposal." to cal l a Continenta l Congress vc n- made in
17i4. kluxh- Island was th e first of the sta tes to elect ddegn tcs to the
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':\ mon ll{ th[' k ad inll{ hinorian. who ha\"[' assun r..d t h ~t Ih.. imp... t I"('("omm"nda
tion of 118 1 wa' ratified hy all of th r stair, r ",['rp l Rhodr Island ar.. Channinll{,
Farra nd , H art , Fi.h, HocJ...n an d John Q uinq Ad am •. A<"t uall.y G..orll{~a n..vr r
ucc..p t..d Ih.. lll.. asu re- ; and \' ir~ in ia, Sou (h Carolina , :";orlh Caroltna, and In dTeet
Nt'w York wilhd."w Ih..ir approval aft ..r Rood.. " I"nd had lurrwd II".. rccommen
dation do wn . Thr- write-r" . tud ), ?f th .. acts pa~...d. Il ,· Ih.. . I ; ' I ~·' . how. th aI ot.hn
. ta t... a ll a(" h,'d \"arl ou . r,.... r" aIIOnS an d Illmlat",n. 10 rheir " I-' p ro\'a l. N,'w
lI a mp . h irr wa ' Ih .. onl l <Ia l" In ,,("("r pl Ih,' H·("orrlllu·nd"lion or C OIlII{ Tt ' " without
any (·ondilion. or ['X ("rp liom, ....hik R hod,' Is laud wa s Ihr 0,, 11' <t"It' flal ly 10 r,.j<' <"t
Ih,. llI,.a, ur ...

' F ra nk G. Balr •. Rlto,'" 1,/" " ,/ ",," l it.. 1-"0"'l<1 lio" ", lit .. I '" io.. (1'\,..... York,
18'111 ) '>1>- n, H, Hl.~, 2rlll-212.

A few months later, in Apr il. 1783, Congree.. modified it... original
proposal to meet some of the object ions offered b~ Rhude Island and
asked the sta res to acce pt a revised fonn of the Continen ta l Impost.
The second recommend ation of Con gress known as th e Im post
;\ct of t 783, was no more acceptable to Rhode Island th an th e first.
Historians have tended to pla ce on R hod e Island the sole blame for
the defeat of rhe first concerted effort to reform the Art icles of
Co nfederation . In Congres.. it seemed good ~tra tt'gy to make it a pp<'a r
that th e will of 9870 of the people had been blocked by 2~, - for
Rhode Island at that time had only ~ 'r>(,th of the population of the
Union. Actu ally there was more opposit ion to th e Conti nental Im post
in th e ot her states tha n the lea d ers of Congresss wi...hed to admit. I

After fin years of de bat e the Rhode Island legislnture in Februar y,
1786 , accepted th e impost proposal, alth ough in a form tha t was
neither workab le nor accepta ble to Congress. The vote on the
measure in the lower bo use of the Rhode Island Gt'llCral Assembly
was 49 for and 18 against . This changed vote was brought about by
a reversa l in the position of the mercant ile interestsof till' Sta le. which
at that time dominated th e sta te government.

If we draw our conclusions primarily from n{'\\ ~pap<'r articles and
from offic ial corres pondence between the sta te and the Rhode Island
members of Co ngress. it would appear th at objections raised to th e
Continental Impost were the same a... those which a few yt'ars late r
were advanced against the Constitution. This has led to the conclu
sion that Rhode Island 's whole course of ac tion from 1782 (when
the state first defeated the Continental Impost } to 1790 (when the
sta te conventio n vcrv narrowlv rat ified the Constitiunon ) was prima r
ily th e result of th; s.ame general philosophy - an a ttachment to

sta tes' right s and a jenlou sv of all outside authority.:! Rhode Island's
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opening ~"ion. Later Rhode Island was the first state to recom
mr-nd that the Continental Congr ess should be established on a p:r
maucnt basis, During the Wa r for Independence the state incurred
a Hry heavy debt in the prosecution of the \\ar, and when in Decem
ber, 1793, accounts betwee n the sta res a nd the Union were fina lly
balanced. Rhode Island was one of the so-called "c red itor states."
If we 1I1'C as a bas..is of com parison the principle established in the
Consti tution for a pportioning representation and direct taxes ( i. r.,
white population plus ;f;; of th e !>lnNo) , we fmd that by this to.t South
Carolina pro portionately spent th e largest sum of mo ney for the
suppo rt of the war , with Rhode Island in fourth place close behind
xt ass achuscns a nd Co nnec ticut .

Rhode Island's isolationism or "othcrmi ndedncss," as one crit ic
('ails it, is geniTally assumed to haw begun in 1782, when this state
defeated th e first of severa l Congressional proposals to refor m the
Art icles of Co nfede ra tion. One of the fata l wea knessesof the Articl es
of Confede ra tion was the com plete depende nce of Congres... on th e
sta tes to lav and collect ta xes. Almost a ll of the states made bu t little
effo rt . esp;cially in the later years under the Art icles, to fulfill the
finan cial requisitions of Congress for the support of the war and th e
payment of the Revolutionarv debt. By 1781 it was clear th at the war
might contin ue for se...e ra l ) cars, and that defeat was e...en possible
because of the inability of Congres.. to draw upon the resources of the
nation to finan ce the common ~t ru~le, For some rime th e war had
been financed by paper mont') and foreign and domesti c loans. All
these expedients had been exhausted by 1781. Con~o... planned to
float a new, large loan in Europe, and it seemed apparent tha t Ill)

Europea n nation would lend money to a government \\ hich had nu
J>l 1\\Tr to tax its people in order to rrpay the loan.

In February, 178 t , Congres.. by unanimous vote asked the sta tes
to enact laws vesting in Congress power to levy for the usc of the
Unit ed Sta tes a five p<'r cent ad valore m duty on import s. Una nimous
approval by th e sta tt-swas II(Tes.~ary before th e measure could ~o into
dft·ct, By November. 17B'!, th e recommenda tion of Co ngress had
been accepted by eleven of the thirteen states, In ~pite of th e aere pt.
a nce of this recommcndat ion b,' the other states, th e lowcr hOll~~ of
the RhoJe hland GencraIAs.-.cI~l bly in :\U\ember , I 78'!, rejtTtt 'd th e
propu.-.cd Co ntincnta l Im (XJl"t by ;1 una nimou s ' ·ote.

I
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separatism in turn is held to he the result of, to q uote Bates, " religious
liberty, local independence, de mocracy. an d individ ualism'? which
have been cha racteristic of th is sta te since the days of Roger Williams.
As we sha ll sec, th e popular attach men t 10 de mocracy, liberty, and
individua lism had a g"IXld deal to do wit h Rhode Island's actions,
althoug-h I would use these te rms in a somew hat different sense from
th at used by Bates. Other inte rpretations of Rhode Island's ac tions
werr- made at the t ime. and mo st of these were mu ch les..s flattering
to the state. The chief d ifficulty in the sta te; ' rights exp lanation of
Rh ode Island's conduct is that it ove rlooks the fact that the men
who were primaril y responsible from 1782 to 1785 for th e opposit ion
to the Con tinen ta l Impost reversed th eir position a few years late r
and from 1787 to 1790 fou gh t with eq ual vigor an d ability for a Con
stitution wh ich cent ralized powe r in the Fed eral Government to a
far gr eater extent th an the Cont inenta l Impost d id.

During th e whole per iod of Rh ode Island 's opposition to the Co n
tinental Impost the political leadership of the state was ch iefly in the
han ds of th e same mercantile leade rs who lat er made up the backbone
of the Federalist Pa rty. The Prov iden ce merch ants, wh o had so
vigorously foug-ht all a tte mp ts of Grea t Britain to ta x their commerce,
were no more desirous of pa ying impost dut ies to Congress th an to the
Brit ish Parli am ent. 4 Speak ing of his ow n very act ive part in the
defeat of the Im post, Nic ho las Brown wrote, " I look u pon myself as
one Amongs t us who has done about as mu ch i\fischief as most
amongst us if the Oppsit'n Can be so Called."·~

T he exp lanation of the opposi tion of th e me rchants to the Co nt in
ental Impost is fuund in the peculiar nature of Rhode Island com
mcrt-e. Most of the a rticles imported from abroad into this sta te
were not consumed in the sta te, but were re-exported either abroad
or 10ot her Mates. Rhode Island ha d few native products toexport. Even
as la te as the ea rly nineteent h renturv approx imat ely half (and in
snnu- years considerably more than one ha ir ) of the ,\!;oods that Rhode

' Ibid.. p. H
' ''Th~ -:-~ nlknwn who a r.. at th .. Iwad of oppmiliun in I h i ~ suue [R. 1.] a rr

Ihus .. ....ho :In ' in rh.. mc rca nrik- lin ..." " ;\ Fri" ncllo Rhod .. hland and th r U nion "
rThoma. !' :linr ] in Ilw Provldeu..~ G,, ~ ~O r , Frhruary I , 178:t S,' I;' :llso Ih r
N ichola. Brown Pap~n , J ohn Cartn Bro....n Lihra ry and type sc rip ts of lrl1 ~ r,

of John Bro wn 10 his Son J an"', , R. 1. II . S. O r;o:inal s own" d Ill' Fr"nk lI a il
Brown.

"Nich olas Brown to David H owr ll . ~b rd, 26, 17 8-~. R.lll.s . M nnu Jcr;pl l .
\'. I -I , p. .i:1.

I

Islan d exported abroad were grown, produced , or manufactured
ill forei gn count ries.'; And th e art icles manufactured in Rhode Island
from raw man-rials imported from abroad may not han: been in
cluded in th is figure. During the colon ial period the foundation of
Rhode Isla nd romnu-rrc had ber-n the \\'('st Ind ies trad e. Especially
important were the lar g-e quantiti es of molasses imported from th e
\\'est Ind ies. T he molasses was distilled into rum for export abroad .
In their 1764 remonstrance a.l;"ainst the British Sugar Act the Colony
of Rhode Island had maintained that if a d ut y were laid Oil molasses
it wou ld amount to a pro hibi tion of the distilling of rum for export."
Sinn' the Continental Impost proposed by Congress contained no
provision for a d rawback Oil goods rc-cx poned.rhc ellen of com peti
t ion with foreign countries was to prevent the merchant from passin g
Oil the five cent im post duties when th e art icles were re-exported
abroad ." Beca use the gn'at majority of th e vote rs were farmers, who
would naturally favor the transfer of a part of the growing- burden
of taxation from their own bac ks to that of the merchants," it was
lH'("('s."ary for the merchants to con ceal their own role in opposition to
the impost and to win O\Tr th e farmers by arguments with a wide
popular appeal.

Not only a Iarg-(' pa rt of the Rhod e Island imports was IT-expo rted
abroad. but a considerable amount was sold to indi viduals in other
states. In colonial times it was estimated that the Rhode Island mer
chants so ld more of their imported ,l;"f)ods in ~l as.~a(·hll:o:t·tt s ami (;011
ncrticut than in Rhode b land . This Fact ~a\'l~ th e state a selfish
reason for prcf!'frill g a sta te impost sy:<h 'm 10theCOlig-res.~io11al llllpost ,

since through xtatr- duties Rhode b land could in elfe l't tax her

"America n S iale P" per<_ r:I'/JS -I Co",,,,eree " "d S a"; !'''I ;'''!' " . I , 178'1-
18 1.'I,!,I'_ 927.92'1, :'\ot un li l 180 2 w~r<' t h,· ~xport, from lho' ' Ia t,', subdivided inlu
lh o,, ' whi, 'h ...TH· the o:rowlh, produce, and nl<H",f"c l"n' of th ,' lTnil"d St al e. :ln d
lhm~ wh ich originally (":I",,' from forei!l"n ..o"ntri~•.

'J ohn R . B"rllnt "d _, Hu-ords vf the Colvn)' of R hode 1<1"" " (P rovid"ncf',
1ass. 186 _'1 ) v. 6, pp. 378.:18:1.

'Se,' "On lh~ Fin pe-r C ... ,t I ltlJ-lOs t" t>" " D..",oni tu," in th,' Provid ... ,cl;' G,, ~ e tl ~

of Ap ril 5 , 1783, n·p ri nt,· cl from the Fra ", ,,,, 's Journa l uf Ph ila dd ph ia .
"\ Vh:lt po pula r suppor t exi"" d fo r t he I",po st " "'nwd to come frum ,on\{"uf th,'

fou n tr} tuwn< '" , how n b} tl". fan tha t in .\ IHil and J Unt', 1782, Ih,' fo llo .... in -:
10 W I" ;n "l"t"' l"d II,..ir dq",t i.., 1U ,"olt' for lh,· 1"'1'0 " : \V~ slo' rl y , \Ve,1 Crt'enwich,
C h"rl,·, tuwn , ,,,, d J au,.., tow n. n ln.."'t.... look Ih,. """,. p",it ion in J an" " q ', 178:1.
()n th ,' o th"r hand ni'll" lo ....ns vut" d aKa;"'1 Illl' ImIJQ'1 illcl",Jill g Iwo of Ih ,·
tr"d ing "'apurls of th ,' ,ta l~ Nr-wport :m d Hri,lol. s ,·,· Town M.." till g R~cord ,

in th ,' n 'sJuT! ;" f' to wns, .."n·pt W"st C; rf'.·n .... ich which :In' in th ,· R hod ,' loland
St.tn- A rc hiv es .



neighbor ~tatc,.. l> ' Ultimately the sta te impost system, when adopted
by the majority of th e thirtee n sta tes, was to become a greater burden
to the commerce of Rhode Island than the Continental Impost could
ever have been . All thi s was not fully foreseen in the early stages of
the cont est over the Impost. The opportunity to tax the people of
the neigh boring states through a sta te duty on imports was a pow erful
factor in fluencing the people. H owever, thc newspaper articles gavc
compa rat ively little attention to this argument, because it ha d pote n
t ialities of danger for the merchants and also because it MTWd to COII 

firm the suspicio ns exp ressed in other states that Rhode bland's con 
d uct in opposing the Continental Impost was dictated by selfish CO il

sidcrations.
In nurn crnus ncwspaper articles the able writers and pamphleteers

skipped li~ht ly OHr a ll economi c conside ration s and trie d to place
Rhode Island 's opposit ion to the Impost on a hig h political plane .
For over a year and a ha lf there was ha rdly an issue of the Providen ce
Gazette with out one or more a rticles on the Impost . Alth ough th e
Gazette opened its colum ns to buth sides , the opponen ts of th e
me asure. adopting pseudonyms like "A Fanner" ( David Howell ) .
" A Freeholder" (T heodore Foster ) , " A Countryma n," etc., were
much more numerous than the supporters. Even such able writers
for th e Impost as J am es Mitchell Varnu m and the redo ubtable
Thomas Pa ine wen' ovcrwhr-lmr-d by the number of articles which
continued to rome forth from Providence.

The chief result uf the extensive propaganda campaign against
the Impost. which we shall describe below. was the creation of a pu blic
opi nion hostile to or at least suspicious of c\'ery attempt to increase the
pow ers of Congre~~ . Voters who had been led to believe that the smal l
increase in the powers of Con gress contemplated by th e Continenta l
Impost was a threa t to democracy and liberty were certain to reject
the Federal Constinnion . W hether the propaganda against the Im
post created an Anti- Federalist public opi nion or whether it merely
aroused and made articula te the laten t politica l beliefs of the people

""' And if th n .. be an advan tag,' to tl... [,md,·d in t",,"" t ill laying du ties on trad...
which' d i, hr li....", wo ul d i t no t oc folly an d madnes in my br ot hn fa rm.... , to
,·mb " rra" th .. trad,· o f th is St" t.., an d hurt th r ir own mark,·t. , to rai, .. a r~ v..n",·
to b.. divid ed afllOn!!: :111 rh.. intere" in tl .... ,mion ~ If t h.. duties arc la id on, let
it b~ und", th ,' .ok d in· ~ t i on of ou r ow n I,·!!: i, la lurt, an d only for o ur I,.." d it ."
....\ Fa rm..r' [Da .. id How..l1 l in th.. Provid ence G":tlle , ~la rch 30, 1782.

St'" a bo a widdy di,trihut ed pilll1l'hkt Th" ,,-~ h ' J "" ,h .. F;v , Per e n,', rqJrinh 'd
as a SUl'plrllll'n t to th.. Providcuc.. G"zrlle of Unul", r 1'1, 1782 .
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is hard to S<l)". Let us examine the politi cal theories wh ich the confl ict
over the Impost popularized . Sin ce (, \ Try plausible a rgument whi ch
could be invented or th ou ght of was used agaimt th e Impost, there is
a danger of oversimplificat ion in the following att empt to redu ce th e
arguments to a logical and coherent political philosoph y.

The major premise of the opposition to th e Impost was th e 'Try
popular idea that all polit ica l power must he jealously gua rded and
ca utiously d ist rib uted . T o q uote : "It is the nature of government to
extend its power and prerogative."! ' "T he spirit of lilx-rtv is a spirit
of jcnlous v."!" In every form of government "avarice. ambition , or
the lust of power . . . arc more prevalent than the virtues."I :l
H ence, " all earthly power ought therefore to he limited and watched :
and this holds ~ood wit h rel'pect to Congress. no less than every ot her
politi cal bodv."!" To those who maintained that th e despera te sta te
of the anny and the crisis which confronted the country demonstrated
the need for giving to Cong ress power to raise a limit ed revenue, the
an swer was that history had shown that it is in t imes of emergency and
crisis that the peopl e are often led to give up powers whi ch. once
surrendered , could not be regained,

T he second major argument was that the impost proposal would
make the Con gress independent of the people. In view of th e fact
that members of the Congress were elected annua lly. and in Rh ode
Islan d by a d irect vote of the people , it is hard to understand thi s
contention. It should he remem bered that in Rhode Island th e
govern ment was directl y accou ntable to the people. The Governor
and the uppt.'r house of thc Legisla ture were annuall y elected at large
by the direct vote of the people. T he lower house of Assembly was
elected bv the voters in town meetings en~ry six mont hs. Taxes during
the colo nial period had been lig-ht and were almost exclusively d irect
taxes on real estate and poll!', The Legislature might apport ion the
tuxes among the towns, but the actual assessmen t and the collect ion
of the taxes were undertaken bv the towns.!"

''''A.C." in Prov id..nt' " Cnz, tt " ia nuary 25, 178 :1.
" "C a nd id " in i\ewvor t .\Iu n,, )· and Pro vid{·ncr Gazell , of De c. 28, 1782 .
" David 1I0w..1I to Gov, G r....n.., J anua ry 12, 178 ,;, in '\' ilJia m R. Stap1...

R hode [Jla" d "It h.. Continenta l C o nr;"H , ( Prm ·id ,·n ,..·, 1870 ) p. 520.
"":\rgus" in P ro,·id ..n C'lzrll" :\u !!: u<t 3, 1782 .
" C.olllp" rinl!" th .. de!:" of d ..."ocracy in th .. \"ar iou.••tat.. go\"..rm ", ·nl ' . Da \"id

Ilow r-l1 ro,ain tai n..d : " :\, you 1/:0 Sou thward Govn nrm·nt vr rg..s tow a rd s .\rb lQ{" ·
racy. I n :" ..w F.ngbnd :llom' h,,,·,· w.. pu r.. & unmi~ ..d D"mot·ra ,·}" a nd in Rhod,'
hland & P. P. it L, in ii' P.-rf"cl ion.' · uUn 10 Wd eo",.. Arnuld , :\Ull;ust 1, 178 2.
Si", on ( ; ra tl C olk rt ion , lI i,tori,·a l S",·i ..ty of " ,· ro n<v!" :ln i,l.



able new~paper art icle". Before long most of the voters of Rh ode
Island were com pletely convinced tha t the adoption of the Continen
tal Im post wo uld destroy de mocr acy and individual Iibcny ; it would
subo rdina te th e sta tes to the central govcmmcnr: it wou ld result in
the worst form of tyranny and despotism through the estab lishm ent
of a sing-Ie des pot ic rep ub lic, and ultimatel y even in a return to

munarchv.

By 17H:i or 17t1l) it became increasingly apparent 10 the Rhode
Islan d merchants th at in engineering the defe at of the Cont inental
Im post they had made a serious m istake even from the stand point of
the ir own selfish interes ts.

In the first place the defeat of the Con tinental Impost led most of
the stat es 10 en act th eir own impost laws. Before the Revolut ion the
British had attempted . not 10 0 succ essfully, to ta x import", but the
colonial legixlatures with on e or two minor excep tions avoided layinR"
duties on their own imports. Rhode Island had b uilt its commercial
pros pe rity under a system of free trad e between the colonies . It
ner-d hardly be men tioned th at the British attempts to tax the ro m
mcrce of th e coloni es had been one of the most pote nl infl uences in
b rin.l.';n ,g on the Revolut ion. The crushing burden of tax ation after the
\rar for In depen dence an d thr attempts of th e states to pay interest
on th eir revolut ion ary debt led for th e first time to a system of state
du ties or tariffs. which became a heavy burden on the commerce
between thr- states . It is well known th at th ese interstate duties were
am ong the most im portant fac-tors ill prcd ccing th e Federal Consritu
tion. Historians. howe ver , have fa iled to poi nt out tha t the harm ful
effects of the intersta te tariff" were felt on ly b y the min ority of the
peop le cngaged in interst a te and forei gn commerce. Thr- gene ral
p ract ice of the sta tes was to exem pt from dut ies a ll article" grown or
mn nuf artun-d in the United Sta tes: therefore the fa rm ers were un
affected by interst ate duti es, O n the othe r hand the Rhod t' Isla nd
merchant had to pay not only the Rhode Island dut ies on his imports
but abo a second dut y when the a rticles \ \'t'IT re-exported to other
states. Especially ha rm ful to Rhode Island's t rade we-re the high
du ties established by Connecticut and :\ la ;;sachlN~tl s. I \I

when Rh ode Island in Feb rua ry, 17131i, finally adopted the Con
tine nta l Impost recommendation of Congrl's'~ , the Lcuislnture In

" :\ichula , Bro wn tu David How ell , March 21; , 1785. S,'" ;\01< ' ).
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In support of the- content ion that the Co nt inental Impost wou ld
destroy democracy an d m ake Congress uncont rollable. it was main
tain ed that th e experience of the British House of Commons had
sho wn that the power of th e purse is the source of all other pow er.
The collect ion of an impost would mean the establishmen t of " num
crous tribes of officers conc erned in the revenue ... it would req uire
a mil itary force to execute it, a nd bring in standing armics ; that our
coast m ust be lined with cutt ers. gallies. &c.. 10 prevcnt run ning
goods:"?" It would lead to smuggling. bribery. an d polit ical m rru p
lion on a scale never before seen in America . It would enable Co ngress
to establi sh an unl imi ted number of pensione rs an d office holders, with
high salaries and great extravagances. T o give Con gress a revenue
independent of the states wou ld place the power of the p lIr~ and the
sword in the same hand. a dan ger which ma ny celebra ted writers had
warned agains t."

Discussing th e pro posa l in Congress to raise an anny to ga rrison the
western fort s and to protect the front ier aga inst the I nd ians. David
Howell wrote :

" But a difficulty arises: if Concrc-« have power to estahli sh an army
of 500, they lIlay of .1,O()() rnen : they, heing the on ly judges of the force
ll('('rssary to answer the purpow. So that they may at any time increase
their standing army to a sill' da ngl'rom to the pa rticular states and ('mploy
such armv to obtain addi tional powers or grants [ rom the Sta rr-s. Espec_
ially if they should also he vested with the pow('r to levy. collect. and
ap prop ria te a perman ent revenue in addition to that of raising men: for
tht'st, two powers, viz., tha t of rai'i ng- lI](' 1I at their ph-avurx -. and paying
them witho ut yearly g: ran ts of ti lt' pr-opk-, heing hoth uni ted in one bodv,
wou ld render that hody dangr-rou, to the Irr-edom of the particula r
Stan-s: and in time-, however good and virtuous the present members of
Congress mav he supposnl. tha t body might dq:{t'Jl('r,ltt' into lord ly
a ristoc rnts." ' ~

All of the above arguments against the I mpost , a" well a" many
ot hers. were dewloped with considerable demagogic "kill in man y

" Arn o ld and How..ll to G ov. Gn""H", O c t. 1.'ith, 1782. Staples, op. "'., p. :t !17.

" '" answrr that wh..n any body uf Il!t'n hav.. till' power of ccllecrlng mon..y from
th,' 1" '01'1,', and to bp 3rrounlahk to uobodv for it , and hav.. al th,> sa"I!' I i" ".
pow pr to make war or p, 'an' , Ih" n Ihal IHldr of "",n, ha"i,,~ that pow..r 0 11["<·
t"Sla lJli,h,.d, haw Ih,' ;wopJr- under II". grean-st bondage Ih,lI it is po«,bl,' 10
'·xpr.." ," ....\ Lover of L ib.-r ty" in I' ro vid ,'n ,... (;n:,ll r , J anU3 '1' 25 , 178 ~l.

" David ]-Jowl'"ll to Thoma' Cardrr Ha7a rd . Au,,:usl 2fi, 178:l. O rill; ina l
manuscript in Bro wn Uniwrsity Lihra rv. Prin l...J in BurrH" tt , L,I/ns of th .. C n,, 
l i" ' I1 II'// Cntl ifrrJ1 . v. 8, p. R42,
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eluded the expr('~" cond ition that t rade between the sta tes shou ld be
completely free frnm state duties. Th is condition was beyond the
po.... cr of Congress to grant under the Art icles of Confederat ion. for
C()ngn·~.. had autboritv ne ither to forb id intr-rstatr- duties nor to
regula te commerce bet ween the sta tes. O nly through the adoptio n
of the Federal Co nstitution could free trade between the SI.I It"li, ~,

essentia l to Rh ode Island's com mercial prosperity.. be assured.
A second unanticipated result of the fa ilure of Congress to !'("CUTC

an adequate T("H."n U e was the inability of Congress to pay more than
a small part of the interest on the Continenta l debt. This brought
about a continued fall in the value of Continental securities. and it
should be remembered that in Rhode Isla nd the largest l't"("urit~

holders were merchants. Th ose who were forced to sell their securi
tit'Slost bcavilv. On tbe otber hand, those with capital to il1\-N--1 bought
large amount" of securities from the original holders at a small Irac
t ion of Iarc value. As a resu lt of the funding svstcrn established by
Ham ilton after the adoption of th e Constitution, the Continental debt
was paid at full fan' va lue. At the time of the struggle-over the Co nsti
tution some Ami -Federalists cha rged that Rhod e Island mercha nts..
with the in temion of lat er buying up th e securities at bargain prices,
had deliberately killed th e Comincnral Im post in order tn de-trov the
value of the Continenta l securities. T o rhis charge wa!' added the
furt her assertion that under the Co nstitut ion the Federalists in tended
to tax the people to rcpa~' the debt at face value a nd th us make ",'T('i1t
fortunes for them-elves. It mu st be admitted th at this is cx;u·t!y .... ha t
happened. althou gh it is imp rob ab le th at all this was foro-er n \\ h('11
the rncrchan ts oricina llv opposed th e Impost .

O f roursr th e ma jor [at-tor in chang-in)::: th e att itude IIf the mer
chants an d the credi to r rla:-.... in Rh od e Island toward the pO.... ( 'T of
the central government was th e tr iumph of the "paper 1ll00lCY" pa rty
in th e electionsof :\fay. 1786. a nd the resuhing system of st·ttl inJ,:" debts
IXlth pub lic and pri \"au' by t Cfl(kri n ~deprcciated pa pn mon~. How
e\"C r. {"\"('n hcforc the tr ium ph of th e paper mone y par ti...an s. there
had been a siJ,:"n ifjrant ch;u\g-t· in thc alt itude of Rhode h land ITln ·

('ha n ts on tl1<' Co nt inen tal Impo"t .

( /0 b,' wlllilllua )

:\EWS n OT ES

T he Sodety has available for those who desi re the follow ing recent
publications by our m embers :

Early Rehobot h by Rich ard LeBaron Bo.... r-n •. 5.0n
Jli.~h u ·ays and Ryu'Il,\'lOI Providence hy John H un-hins Ccdv. 81.00
. 171!:elfs Lane by George Lela nd ~I iner . $5.00.

• ••
O n O cto be r 27. 28. and 29 ~I r. Roelker was.. in Raleigh , Xorth

Carolina. attending the annual meeting of the American Association
for State and Local History. The purpose of this association. of .....hich
:\I r . Roelker is a member of the council. is to as..ist historical societies
in developing their program!'.

• • •
:\ meeting-of the Southern X(· .... England Conference of H istorical

Societies w as called by ~I r . Roelker on J une I. at John Bro .... n Hon-e.
T h e work of this societv. the integrating of the activities of historical
~:JCietit'S in this area ......a" interrupted by the war. About twentv-fivr
attended . electing- the follo..... ing officers: president. j ames H .
Read io, president of the W arwick H istoric-a l Society: vice-president.
:\I il<.<; Alice B, Alrn v. lib ra rian a nd custodian of the Bristol H istorical
Society: t reasurer and serrctarv. C lar kson A. Colli ns. J rd. research
associate of th e Rhode lsland Historical Snri(' t~'.

• • •
During the fall several mee tings haw been held by the Cecum

cussoc Associa tes. The init ial meet ing. he ld at J ohn Brown HOltI«',
was presided ove r b y :\ l r. Norman B. Smi th. wh o told of the acqui
sition of an op tion to bu y th e property at W ickford ami out lined
th e hopes and plans of th e grou p.

• • •
In J uly :\f r. Rccl ker and :\Ir. Collins attended the Sem inars on

American Cult ure held in Cooperstown, l'\f' W York . under the am
pices of the N ew York Sta t(· H istor ical :\....<;()("ia tion . T he A~<;()(" i al ion

operates Feni more HOUM' and the Fann ers' ~l ll M·um .

• • •
~I r. Roelke!" an d "r. ~ rolla h (lll ha \'(' a(teJ1( lt-d several lll('ct in.c:s of

til{' PreSf'r\"a t ion S(wiety ff f l'\e ..... po rt ( ;ou nt y. ;\ \ a ptlstptllled An nu al
~f eet ing of the _g rou p, :\ Ir. Rfwlker was d ec·ted a consul ta nt of th c
So{·iety. who!<l' pr{'side'nt for the cur n·n t yea r is :\ frs. (; eorg<' Ht'nry
\rarre-n.



12 XeU'J-XoteJ [ J anuary
I !I-E l ] If '('ybOHt' t BTi(l.~ I ' IJ

As ro.. host with ~I u~um of Nat ur al H istory of R Ogt'T W illiam s
PMk and the :\[ u."Cum of Art , Rhode Island School of De -i gn. The
Rhod e Island Histor ical Soc: iety en tertained the Xcw England Con
terence of the Am erican A:,,·;nd at ion of :\I useums at its annual meet
ing held here in Providence Oil O d ol K"f 29 and 30. The S<:K"irt ~
cha nered a bus [0 ta ke the ,gro up on a lour of Xew port to visit the
Touro Synagogue. the Hunter House, The Breakers. ;'\rw port His
toricnl Socictv, a nd Trinit y Ch urch .

• • •
•\pproximalely Ison pt' n;( II1!<O han ' a tte nded meeting!' at lilt' J ohn

BW\\ l1 House this fall . T he first flu-cling was on September :!~I. at
which :\I r. J ohn H utchins Cady spoke hdore the An tiques Club.
On O ctober 22 the E.O.\ \' . C lub of Ea~ t Providr-ncr-use-d tilt' [acilitics
of the House. Slides of the island were shown at an afternoon nu-et
ing" of the Block Island H istorical Society on October 24. O n No vem
her 4 Professor Mildred Bassett addressed the me mbers of the Roger
W illiams Familv Association at an evening meeting, an d nn the
9th th e Plum B~aeh Ga rden Cluh held its f;U meeti ng in our head
qu arters. A hig h light of th e program s of the Pott ery ami Porcelain
Club was their meeting on November 10 at wh ich Xlr. Frank Stoner
of L ondon and Xew York .gave an illustra ted lect ure on B ow. Chel-ea ,
and Dcr bv. O ne of the largest groups to a ttend a mcetine at John
Brown How..e was th at of the wcsrcm Rh od e Island Civic Historical
Sol;'ic,t\· on Xovernber 23. \ I r" Roclker add ressed the .group 0 11

.. Rhc)(!c Isla nd Lives hv its W it"." Hr also add ressed rhe Bcaron Pole
C hapter. D..-\.R.. on Xonmlwr 30. On Decem ber 2 was a mrrting
of thr I.C'ague of \ \"om en VOlers ; on DC'rcmhcr 9 a n iIIu"lral r d IC'f1tlfc
...a" g'iwl1 to Ihe Prov idc'nn ' County Carden Cluh. \lr. Colli ns
add rrs"C'd Ihe American As.",)("ia tion of T r ar hc'r" of Frc'lu h, Rhock
hlaml Ch ap tcr , at Ih("ir mtTting on Ik rember )), He al:..l l krt urc'd
10 the J unior LeaK\Jc Pro\" ision als c'arl i('r in tht" mon th, The Flint
l .c llk and Powder H orn ChapltT of IL\.R. ( Pawtucket) IlIt· at J ohn
Brown lI ou"e on n crellllwr 13. ) Ir. Rc)("lkcr add res"t'd tlH' group.
..\t lllt't·tingr; ou tside the Societ y's lH"adqua I1tT" ;"1 ... <:ll llill .~ has
;Hld n's,"l'd tht ' T a \'C Tll Hall Clu h at K in~st ()ll ; ;"fr..\ lll lla hoJ1 has
Inlllrt't1 a t til(' Stamford ( ;Ol1lwrt it" ut ) H i~tori (' a l Sll(- it't\ ant! t tll'
Il and icra fl C luh.

{ :, ", \ ..

WE\"BOSSET BRIlXa:
h~ JOB' Jh -tC.B'''S C\ln-" . \ , I. \ .

Tu e E ....R I. \" TOW:" of Providence ...as divided into t ... o p'lfb h~

ra the r Iorrnidahl c \\"t('fwa~s. whic h included thc Great Salt River
and the CO\c. ;\ e<lTl ~ all of the inhabitants resided 011 the Xcrk , as
the present Ea~t Side was ca lled; th eir Iarm s and meadows were
on \\-e\ IJOl'."C"1Side. T hc' wat ers of th e ("0\"(". \\h if h revered the presen t
Exchan ge Pla ce. xfemorial Square. and rhr- rai lroad propene.
Ilowcd into the river at the narrows cast of WeyhtlS."C·1 Point ( near the
-ouihcrlv end of W;lshinj..,'1.on Row ) ; "d ow rhc Point rhc ~wamp~

shore sloshed south w t<stcr ly ami sout her ly, following, approxi ma telv.
the lines of the pre-em Pine and Eddy streets. T he n o.""ing from th e
i\'ec'k to We~hos,,,t,t Sid t' was sometimes made by fordin g" the river
at 10.... wate r from t ilt' present Slee ple Street to the Point : ' also there
was pas.~ i ll .g "frnm the TOw I1(· Side to \\"ayhoy~,tt sidt' eros", the
WOlle r ... with Camllllle:< & Boat es. Riding & Cartin.g & Swimmin,l;
over of Cattell from side to side ; & the Srrcamc often times Running
~} swjft , . , .. t

From doc um cn ta rv refords it appears thai nine brid,l;c.' have bee n
erected across th r- river at \\.e~ bosset. as follows :

( I )

The first bridcc w as, huilt by the town about Ilililt1 t'ul1nrning the
shon< of the Xcrk with \ \"('yl>os.<.<' t Point and th ... Peq uot Path, and
providing access In the meadow lands on Weyhos."C' t Side. T he onl~

clue 10 its method of con-trnc tio n is found in a record for its repair
in 1665, \\ith unl('rs lU Trplace Ihe Ire.ll~ Ihat "'Tre do \\n with
"Ti mocr work e in th(' flJrm(' of a square, d iamond fa"hion ." 10 lay
"G icr" [joists] o\'(' r the diam ond. to " pla nke it with plan ke!'," a nd to
" pronlre post s and r.lik~ and rai le up Ihe Brid,!!:c' wht'r(' th e tldeds
are.'" These and s llb~'q ll t'n t fC' pa irs prm 't"d to 1)(' stu'h a hea\ 'y fina n
r ial burden upon th e town t r("asury th at the brid.!!:e was abandoned
bc·fore the d rN ' of th e rentur y.

' Th~ Emir HH O" /S ill rh, "1" " "'1 0/ p ",.,jdn l(( ( I'ro.. i(knn', IA<l2-I'lU' t) \ '1,
II. 7" . If rrr aftn ('; trd ;" E.U,P.

' I bid _, .. II,V.8Q.
' 11> ;d.. .., 2, p , I :In.
' lI>! d., \ . Ij, IJ. 111'1
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(2 )
The second bridge, cITrtnl in 1i 11, has tinaru cd by private xuh

scripuons, to which was ad ded a grant by th e Genera l :\sM:mbly
toward ill' ronsrrucr ion." T he br idge, with its approaches barked up
with eart h. began at th e T owne street "against ~e west End of the 1011
whereon Daniel Abbott h is dwcllin~ hOIlS(" standeth" ( la ter known
as the M anufact urers Hotel and now :!O ~larket Square ). whcre n
highway to the waterside had been sta ted in 1681.- and extended
"cross the \\ atcr unto the hill called ' ,"aylx>!'."Ct '" at the present Turk's
Head , It wa... about H Icet wide, h'l \in~ one section constructed in
suc h a h ;l~ that it co uld lw removed to permit the pase-age or \e~'i(·1:;

into the covr-." A hi,l{hway leading from the westerl y end of the bridge
"sout hward towards Pautuxen ' ( " ' (' ybos..~e t Street ) was ordered b~

th e town ill 1712·1 3,1'

(3 )
TIlt' bridge was de-uovr-d by a Ireshct and was reb uilt about 171!1 at

the eXp<'llsc of the town. I" In 1738 the hig hway from the T owne street
to the waterside was .... idcncd to 12:l fe(·t ll and became known as the
Town Parade. D uring this period Weybos.."-et H ill \\ ;I S leveled by
Thomas Staples. who was granted pcrmi»..ion by the town in 1724- " to
dig Clay •.. to mak e Bricks."!"

(4 )
In 174,1 t111' General ..h "l'mbly gnuucd a louerv fur IMying tht' losl

of a m-w hr idg(',1:1 T his was 18 feet wid,' and mo rt' substantia lIy hu ilt
tha n its predecessors. ha "ing a stone pier ill t he r-enter and abntnu-nts
at its ends. II Its const ruction required Iwu ~ cars. during \\ hu-h rime

"John R . B.ntlrn, r d ., R u ords oll lt~ Col"", of Rlt od.. ! '/o" d ""d Pro< ' id~ n cr
PI"nl"l i"ns in S ../I. ' E" Cltt" d ( Pro~ id.'m..., 18Sti-1 81l5) " . 1. p . 118. H r rf" ;oh.-r
ci l..d a. RIC ,R, '

"E, R . P, , ~' 8, p, lOt>.
' tbid,. v. I I, p, 9 1.
' W<:'!c-o mf" c;. ..\ m ol d . Tit .. P, uvid..tlu Pl'''' l tllionJ 10, "''' 0 /lund,... UtlJ Fil l ,.

r ..urJ, ( PrO\'idf"ncf" . 1881l) p, 50,
·E , R, P" \" [I, p. 165 ,
" Will ia", R, Swpl,", An''''ls ol, h.. 'I'D ;' II "1 P' vvidrllu , ( l' ro vid.." Ct" 18·n I

p,198,
" F..R .P , \', '\ p, i 8.
' I bid.. p.-U .

" R,t ( ' R. , \', -"', p, WO,
" :-' I ~ I'I... , .-f....al. '" P" >II J ..nc.. 1'. 1"8,

a fer ry was kept in opera tion. The superstructure of the bridge was
carried awa y and its pin and abutments damaged during a gale .
accompanied by an cxccssivelv high tide. O ctober 24 , 176 1. I ~ A plat
drawn in that year defi nes a wedge-shaped highway ru nning- westerly
from th e brid ge and increasing in widt h 10 Whitman 's Corner (so
named for the house erected about 1750 hy j acob w hit ma n on which
a "turk's head" was attached ): the plat also shows "the new ba ck
street" ( ' \"~tm imter) . in a we-n-rlv exten...ion of the hi~hway from
the bridge." which was con...trurted two vears later b v means of a
louerv." . .

(5)
The brid .l.':'I· was rebuilt in 1764 wit h fun ds provided hy til(' General

Assemblv. I~ It was 22 fe('1 wide and 150 feet lon g, its abutm ent s on
th e eas t en d in a lign me nt w ith the present easterl y lim' of Canal Street
and on th e west wit h th e pfe~I'nt westerly line of Washin gton Row,lI'
Subsequen tly a draw was insta lled in the br id g-e, financed hy a
IOIl(Ty.:.'<.l I n the first official list ing- of street names, adopted by the
town in 1772,21 Wcybn<.<;(' I. ,r("Stmim tef , and M a rket streets apprar.
the latter !f'ading "from the Parade on the Ea.<;1 Side of the Bridc:e
Westwa rd to the poutin ,C: of the Road by jacob " 'hilman ;" and the
Tow ne street was re-named w a ter Street (So uth Ma in } south of the
Pa rade, and KinK St reet ( North Main } north of the Pa rade as far
as No rth Court Street, The Pa rade, previouslv tide- flow ed . was
g: rad('d to a k \T1 wit h th e hridgT in 177'2. and rel ain ing wa lls wel'l'
built at the wa ter line in extension of th e brid ge abutments.i'' The
Pa rade was borde red at that t ime by th e Abbou Sti ll HOllse on thr
s outh.t he houses of Deputv Oovemcr j abez Bowen. GO\'CTIlor j oseph
jr-nckcs, and Dr. Ephra im Bowen on the east . and the Exr-hange
e llifre House on the north , In the center of thi s an-a the ~ larkt't

HilUS(" was built in 1773. A sho rt distance -ou th (oppnsite Hopkins
Street ] was the Newport Packet ,rhar f.~:1

" Ib id.. p. 205 ,
" r tot lS of Sln'I'h , I l i<: hways, "I r " \ ', I , p, 22,
" I' ro" id ,' nn' (;" :r l l .. , ( k l" III'r I" . I i ti:!.
'" IU ,C,R" v, ii, I'. 294,
" C ilr F. n ~ illt'n ' . n..-ord.'.
"" Sla p'''', .-fnll tlls of I" a"jdn u .., p, 205,
" RaNd Ro" A "0, 20 (I I , 0 1.
v p ' o. ·id ....cr '1'0"" Pa p a s, 1772, p, ·Hili.
" Ed win ~1. Slo"r , T it.. L it .. and RuollNtjon. "I J olt .. lIo" I" ..d 1'1O,'id rncl",

IfI')i I ,., 32,
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(6 )

Following- the gram of a loucrv." the br idge was replaced in 1792
by a new ~pan, I~n feet long hctwrr-n abutment walls and :'16 feet
widt" with a draw of the lift type,2.-, The cast abutment walls, ere-c-u-d
in the water 40 feel west of the former abutments. wert' extended
no rthe rly as fa r as Stee ple Street and a waterfront hig-hway (Canal
Srn-et ) was constructed 011 filled land. The west abutment, coint-id
inA" with those of the former bridge, werc ca rried southe rly to Long
\\'harf (C ustom House Street ) and West Wa ter ( Dyer ) Stred was
la id out , 20 feet wide.!" Build ings wen' r-recu-d compactly Oil both
sides of :\fa rket St reet after the turn of the cen tury, the more impor
tant of which were the \Vashinglon Insuranc e Buildin g. at the presellt
corner of \Vashingloll Row ; and the Union Ba nk Building, part of
whic h is still standing at th e corner of Dyer Street. Water and King
st reets were re-nam ed Xlain Stre('\ in 1B07Y The hridge was des
troyed in the great gale of Septem he r '23, 1H1.'1 .

(7)
The next hridue-, completed in J uly, 1816, was a fixed span,

supported by piles driven in the river. I t was the same knglh as its
prede cessor and had all overall wid th of 95 feel, inc luding a :!2-foot
sidewalk on each side.:" Sout h water Street was laid out sout herly
from the Town Parade in 181 7,~\. and shortly a fterward the row of
warehouses was erected whic h survived unti l the 1920's. T he name
" Market Square" appears in the Providenrr- DirlTtor y of 1B24,
Fra nklin House, Roger Will iam s Ban k Build ing, and Granit{' Block
were erected on the squa re in IH:n · 24 . Cana l Street was r-xtcndr-d
nort herly to Smi th St reet in 1H253 11 wit h a retaining- wa ll built along" its
westcrlv side, which formed a section of the Blackstone Canal. ron 
structcd ill IH~8, COYe St reet was laid out in 1fl25 alon g the sout hern
border of the cow. following the prese nt lines of washin gton Row,
tln- south line of Excha nge Place, Dorra nce Street , and \fesl Ex-

" lU ,r:.R .. v. 10, p. :195.
"Staples :h llia l., of P",dtlnJ r ~ .I'. :1.1'1,
"'R", :ord Hook, no, 7, p. 2:18.
"Tow n CO\lllCil r rou ·,'d in.'i:"' , \'. 8, p . 51',.
"'" I' ro" id..." ',, (,'fl ' ~II ~ , J"I" 2" 182h.
~ ' / I> id . , ,\ U1( u ' l 2, 1817.
~'C i l ; · Council R"rol'o " \ ' I I , ]> . 2'tl),

change StnTI. In 1B27 the I'rm·idelJ('c washin gton lnsurancc Com 
pany undert ook the erection of two bridges. One of these crossed th e
river from Cove St r('(~t to Canal Street, about '200 feet north of Wey.
b»..set Bridg-e ; the other was a "platform bridge" (com pleted 1H29 )
0 11 the section of Cove SHeet (nuw Wa shin gton Row ) east of the
compan y's building.'~ t

( (\ )

\ \ 'e\ bns."t't Bridge was rebui lt in 18--1-3 to a width of 13:') f(TI , : l ~ . lhr
washington Bll i ld<in ,~ w ere erected on washington Row in the sam e
vr-ar. :\ Ia rket Stree t was omitted from the 18:'10 cit y din-ctorv. which
defined westminster Stree t as starting from wevbossct Bridge. In
1 8'~7 the COH~ Basin was constructed by the Providen ce and \ \" O I('CS

tel' Ra ilroad , together wit h retaining walls extending- from its easterly
rim to provide a channel into Provide nce river. T he rema inder of
the r-nvr wa ters cast and sout h of the bas in were filled. Exchan ge
Bridge was const ructed across the channel from Exchange Place to
Canal Street in lfHH ( the northcrlv part of M emorial Square ) , In
the same war Dver Street was widened on its westerly side and r-x

tended southerly across Lon g Wharf ; the widening invo lved th e 1'1'

moval of the easte rly end of the Uni on Bank Building." W harfage
was provided on ho;h sides of the river. adjacent to Dyer and South
Water Streets, for sailin g vessels. W hat Cheer Block was huilt 0 11 th e
site of Xlnnufar-turcrs H otel a t 20 M arket Square in lR:IO, SOOll fol
lowed In- the erect ion of two brownstone buildings west of Gruniu
Block. r~pLH'ing the Coffc{' House . T he wideni n .~ of Coll q:;e SIITt"t
ill 18h7 forr-rd the ra l i n .~ of Abbot t Still House. Horse rar lines \\ CIT

put in operation ill IBIi--l-, and a passenger depot was crt-rtcd hy tlu
Uni on Railroad Com pany in IBfi7, supported on piles driven in the
river north of an ti adjacent to \ \ 'cybos."et Bridge. T he ]Ttaini n,!!: wall s
of Providence river. constructed in 1 7~12 , were extended soutlu-rlv to
C rawfor d Street in IHi 1. and Crawford Bridge was erected as a fixed
spa n across the r iver 130 feet wide . II." ends projected at ri.ght an j.:;ks
northerly to \\'eyhos."et Bridge with pile su pports driven in the rive r
lied, leaving a river opening 75 feet wide, The extensions provided
additiona l widths for South Water and Dyer streets.

"Records of I'rovid,'nu' w ashin gton In'II""'u ." Company.
" 'C il\' En(;(inn 'r ' s reco rd s.
«C it; Ellgillt'<"r ', 1'1<l 1l 1l282. ~t.t"h :!l:l, 18 HI.



I S" 1880, a young Rhode Islander, then 20 ~'ears of age, whrn.e
g'euealo~cal li nMi were tiro hac k to Lodow ick and \\' ilkin:-; Updike,
to thc Reveren d j am es )facSparran , to Smi th 's Cast le in Cecums
(" U-"iUC, to Ki ngston and other sect ions of the old Narragansett cou n
try. set forth Irom hi.. home here on Benefit St reet for Boston . His
c bjecu ve was to make a Iresh sta rt in carving out a ca reer. Due to
th e death o( his father. his fami ly' s reso urces could not provide for
him a college education , Dur ing one winter he had filled in as a sub
stitute library a:....istant in the Providence At hen aeum . hut this was
only temporary employment.

Through a cousin in Boston , he heard of a ll opportunit y for em ploy.
rncn t wit h the hook publishing- firm of Houghton . !\Iilllin & Com
pally, T he position was indeed a humble hq~ i nn in ~ . - errand
bo y at age 20!

Later, as he pro gressed (rom simple to more advanced tasks,
he was sent ove r to the Riverside Pr('S,.~ in Cambridge where his
apprenticesh ip in typog-raphy a nd book build inK really began in
earnest. His development progressed so ~uCCNo."fully th at in 1892 a
\"Cry important opportunity was presented to him , HI' was asked
to plan a sche me of decorat ion an d select a competent dcsiener for
the Roo! of Com m.on Prayer in a special re-issue. H is choice was
Bert ram G. Goodhue, a rt ist and ac hitect. and together thev prod uced
a work that was conside red a st riking success. Updike. however.
alwavs felt th at the ove r-deco rative in fluence of " 'illiam )Iorris was
t(MI prom inent and detracted r r m...idc rablv from the IK.ok he hoped it
would he ,

SevertheIess in the reception of th e bCMlk hy ( hun h a uthorit it'!'
a nd othrfS, therr was no sU(·h n.."t rainl. Thr }l flOk ofCo m mo n Prayn
wa ... rat ed as a d istinnin' achie\"emenl. Th i... hr ou j.::ht .~t a ll d in ~ an d tht'
hirt h of a repu tat ion to his dlMJr, and !'(l(1Il hi' was at work on tl1t'
.-l lrar Rook . which with tht' finam'ia l support of ) fr. H arold Brown ,
another Rhod c' Islander. was fi na ll~- C"Ompll'lrd in IH9fi,

) feanwhik, in I B~ n , Updike de cided to -"\'1 hilll ~(']( up in 1HL.~ine:..",

first in two room s 011 all llppc'r n(Mfr of a hllild i ll~ at th e corner of

• I. ihr.-u;;ln of p",~' id r n r r 1',,1.1i... I.ilor;ln ".

[ J;l1I uar~

(9)

In 1888 th e City Co uncil orde red the tilling of the CUH Ba~in a nd
the erec tion of retaining wall ... to con f ine the waters of \\"ouna~ua

tu ckrt and Mosha....suck rivers. The walls were complet ed in 1892
providing for the eOll\ cr!;l'uu: of those riven. a short disranrr- cast of
the IW\\ ra ilroad buildings [erected I89i-98 ) and their di~h<l r~e into
!' f(n-idl'l\ce river. Xcw walls for Provid ence river. IJ~ fe('1 apart .
wvre constructed southerly tu the head of navigation at erit\\ ford
StreTt between 1892 and 1897, and two rows of intermediate piers
Wt'f(' huilt a!' far south as \\" l'~ bt >!'.."-t' l Brid.gr , Four new srer -l brid ~c's

\\ r-n- erected in replacements of former spans, including Bur nside
Uridgl' ( I89J ), \\"a!'hin~un Row Bridge ( 1895 ), Exchange Bridge
( I ll ~ l :l ) a nd wevbc ss"ct Bridge ( 1898 ), th e latter including an cxtcn
siou nort bcrlv along Canal Street. The ga p betw een Bur l1!'ide and
Exd langc' bridges was filled hy the erection of Post OITiI"e Bridge
in I ~ j (l4-, providing the last link in a contin uo us span [except for river
openings}, 1147 feet wide, extending from the head of navigation to
the rai lroad viaduct (erected 1908) , A cable tramway line ran li p
<:ollegc Hi ll 1890-9~. Cablc and horse cars were succeeded by trolle~ s

in 1893, Freight can; were drawn by long lines of horscs nn rail, arm:.."
\\'e~ bossct Bridge to supply fmit and prod uce dea lers on South Water
a nd Dyer st ree ts. Seve ral old landmarks were eradicat ed whr-n the
Peoples Savings Bank repl aced the Roger Williams Bank Build inJ.': in
19 13 : Turks Head Building rose on the ...ite of Wh itman BIIKk in l!113:
and the Hospital Trust Building was erected in 1918 where the Wa~h

inpton Buildin gs had stood. Cra" ford Bridge. together with it... rx rcn
!'ion!' alo ng So uth Wilter and D~er streets. was rebuilt between 1928
and I~no : the wood piles driven in 18H were replaced b~ ston r- wall!'
and piers. and a steel ~t1pen.trunure was built extending to th r n-tnin
ing walls built in 1892, Sou th )Iain Street was wid ened in 19:!9. and
tht ' line:-; of College Street were fC'\'i-"Cd in 1936 , The efC'eti on of
Pw \' idelUT Co unty Court H ousc' ( 1928-33) . the ) Ietl-alf Build ing
( 1936 ), and Audi torit ll11 ( 1940 ) of the School of Dl'sign in f('place.
n1<'111 of nld hui ldin gs on Sou th .\ Iain and College -"treet... and ) Iarkel
Square', In.c:ethlT with tl1<' ruin.c: of lhe Soulh \raler Stn'l·t ware
hOllsc'!'. dimaxt·d the tran., fon nat ioll of )"u ket Square , O nly till'
) Iarket HOll ~(, . the Union Bank Build ing, an d thc' fronti .'p iftT of
Franklin 1I0u_"I.' now remain a~ linls with the p.t~l.

1949 J
D. B.

D. R, ["Pdi! t>
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Tremont Place and Beacon Street in Boston . At the time. he had no
printin g pr('-"~ . He planned , designed an supervised the printing. hut
the com posit ion , press-wor k and the binding as a job was sent out
to established publ ishers. H is first book issued in this manner wa s
a volume of cale ndar selectio ns by Lucy Bradlce Stone entit led Vevilla
R egis Quotidie, and it was printed and bound at the Riverside Press.
Amon g his most sign ifica nt book s of those ea rly years was one of
R hode Island interest , - Th e lJ a::.ard Family of Rhode Istand. / 635
1894 , issued in 1895.

Upd ike was grad uated from the rank of typograph ic ad viser to

printer and publisher when he determi ned to han' his ow n type-set
tin g and printin g-press establishment. And so it was that in 1896,
in the printing: of a sermon in memory of M artin Brimmer, "D. B.
Upd ike, The Mcrrvrnount Press" appeared. which was one day to
signify forthright hook design , excellence in type-face choice and a
rare gift of skill in execution an d production. This was the first usc of
the to-becom e-famous trade-name in a book. He had selected
" M crrymoun t." he la ter explained , to signify that "one could work
and have a good time." This is a philosophv that e\"Cry ag:e of man
could well adopt to live by.

And so for more than half a cent ur y, D. H. Updike. tiie J{ nry
mount Press has continued as a ha ll-mark of excellence in pr inted
publicat ions of a va riety of kinds , - in privately printed boob for
d istribut ion by the author only, or a patron who pays the bill and
perm its no public sale ; in trade hooks for several general publishers
of th e higher levels of standards; in the reports and ot her publica tions
of learned societies, institution s and ecclesiastic sources. His imprint
also appeared in the publications of book dubs and a lim ited editions
dub. The quality of these books for "select" ,gro ups was, of course,
improved by Upd ike design and direction . hut the idea of a Limited
Edit ions Club of several hundred members amused him . " T o say
you a re a member of th e Limited Ed ition s Club is like dedaring: you
arc a member of the G rand Central Sta t ion," he once remarked.

Tn M arch. 1940, th e American Institute uf Graphic Arts and the
Grolier Club toget her paid tribute to thi s .grea t master of tvponra ph y
with an exhibition of his work in the club house. At th e private view,
there were notable addresses hy leaders in th e field of book arts, includ
ing' David T . Putt ingcr of the Harva rd Universitv Pre ss and Lawrence

C. Wro th. Lib raria n of the John Carte r Brown Library..\tall Ywho
wr-rr- there st ill recall their plea sure and satisfac tion in sharing in
hom age so w t-ll deserved .

1'w0 of America's leadin g- universit ies, - Brown ( 19 111) and
Harvard ( 1929) . - honor ed Upd ike with the deg ree of ,\ !astt'r
of Arts.

Daniel Berkeley Upd ike died December 28, 194 1, in his eighty
seco nd year.

The path of books lead ing from the Mcrrymount Pf(~SS , when
its founder died. hark to the beginning of his ca reer ill the field ,
il' a long one and includes about 800 books and brochures, trul y an
impressive output of q uality in design a nd execut ion . Fortunately,
pla ns for th e continuat ion of the pres,,, under the direction of J ohn
Bian chi, his partner, had been arran ged by Updike and so work went
on under the same name, ill th e same plant but ....-ith d ifferent lead er
ship.

And now for more specific reasons for this d iscussion ill th is period
ica l at th is t ime .

During the past y('ar or so, tw o books have appea red which a rc
concerned with n. B. Updike and th e Mcrrvmount Pres.".

Thc a uthor of the first book. ! - George Parker Winship,~ has
occupied it hi,!{h post among American bibliographers and typograph
ical authorities CHI' sim-r- be became Librarian of the J ohn Ca rte r
Brown Lihrarv ill 189:), an d later moved to Cambridge as l .ibnuian
of the Widcner Collection in the Har vard Library.

In his closing pag:e, Winship sums lip his cstm.uc of Updike of
Xlcrrymount in the words of Dr . :\Iax Fa rrand . Formcrl v Director
of th e H enry E. H untington Library in San M ari no, Cali forn ia :

" Upd ike's grea test assets in th e field he had undertaken to cuhi
vatc were an im peccable taste and an instinct for fitness . .. he
was always str ivin g for betterment so tha t his natura l q ualities were
improved by his ca reful studies .. . All th ese clements were fused
by integrity of charac ter into a com plete into lerance of any th ing
hut th e best in life as in work. T here has been no one in the United
Sta tes who so con sisrcntl v deman d ed and a r- hievcd d istinc tion in th e
work of pr int ing."

' f)a"irI /J",I.r1r)' Up"i~e ",," rhr ,Hrrr l'''''' ~''1 l ' rr H of Hm/ ,,,, . .1I1l" " ,-h ,,,r l/ ' .
h~ G~ur.':,· r~ r~n W inship . 'III" r li ll l i ll ~ lI ou,, ' of L,·o ILtrl, Ro<-hn tn . 1'l17.
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T he secon d book- is a sym posium hy distinguished typogr ap hic
experts and schola rs. It ope ns with Updi ke's wel l known and
admirab le Notes 011 the Press and its W ork. followed by R ecollectio ns
and PCrsJIN liI't'S . by Stanley Morison , th e em inent English typograp h·
ical au thority ; :\1. A. De Wolf Howe's ap pra isal of Upd ike as a
scholar-printer : T he Soul 0/ the .H a ry m olln l Press. by David T .
POll ing-er ; . I n E nqu iry into UJldike and the Xornc Jlerry mVllll t , hy
Ca rl Purington Rollins. and othe rs.

The .~a llery of :\ Ierrymount title pages and types furnishes more
than 20 excellen t full pag-c reprod ucti ons, many in origi na l colors.

If the publication of these two boo ks were not enou gh to bring to
focus a beam of high light on this son nf Rhode Island , th e recent
IleWS that th e Mcrr ymounr Press is to be closed OUI. it brillia nt course
terminated . with in a few weeks, surely shou ld suffice. This un ha ppy
endi ng of one of New England's significa nt cu ltura l institu tions is
not on accou nt uf lar k of bus iness. T he OWIH'rof the building occu pied
by the P ress requires th e space, the ka>:e ex pires, and that ends it.
J ohn Bian chi , no longer a young man . docs not desire to go through
a laborious read justment of :< tagge ring d imensions. Co nseq uently. the
type and the pr inti ng prcl'.,>{·>: of :\lnrymoullI at 712 Beacon Street,
Boston , will presently come to a full SlOp at th e end of a splendid
record .

W inship in th e final chapter of Daniel Urrkeley UJJdike and the
.\/a ry m ount Press writes: "T he M crr vmou nt Press will hc Updi ke's
monument. but hili name will he kept alive in the city of hili birth
hy the "Upd ike Collect ion of Boob on Printing". It was he who
led a move men t to raise funds to pu rchase the duplicates of th e St.
Bride Found ation Techni cal Reference Library on Print ing in 1.0 11

don in 19 11. W ith these hooks as a n ucle us. a Printing Col lect ion was
established ill the Providence Public Libr ar y. devoted to the history,
techniq ues and pron 'l'."es whi ch. he believed . together Wilh the
exam ples of printing in the J ohn Carter Brown, Ann ma rv Brown ,
J ohn Hay and Rh ode Isla nd Histor ical Society Libraries. would
('mlow our city with unusua l resources in the lor e of the printed book .
In 1~37. th e trus tees of th e Prm'idence Public Librarv. encouraged

' U pdi4e: Americ"n Pri,,' n "'It! H is Mn')">I!o'''' t P,os, h\' xt . ,\ . n... Wo l(,·
li D,..... , S tanl ... y Morison , [) ,,\-iu T . Potting" r "nd oth"f'_ Th" .-\ ", ,.,.;,,,,n I n, t it u t,·
of G r"l-'h;<' o\ r t', !",.,.. Yo,k, 1!147.

by a g-ift from Wi lliam Davis Mille r the n president , aut horized the
furnishi ng of a sepa rate mom. and D. B. Updi ke was at last persuaded
10 have it na med the Upd ike Co llect ion of Books on Pri ntin g. He
had at first urged " Merrvmouru" instead of his own na me.

T o he-lp perp<~tuale the collection . Updike h y hiliwillleft the roya l
ties from the sale of his own published writ ings. inr-luding his maste r
piec e. Prilltill,!!. T ypes,

After the deat h of the collec tion's great pat ron. hilipcrsonallibra rv
ca me to the Public Libra ry. an d m an y other va lua ble additions have
In-en n-o-iced from Miss Ed ith :\1. K. Wetmore of Newport . T he
total n um ber of hooks, pamp hlets a nd hound per iodicals in the
Updi ke Coll ect ion now exceeds 1.500.

Th is collection and the one in the H unt ington Library on the
Pacific Coast . spa n a vast cont inent wit h a com mon bond, - the
noble work and expan di ng- influen ce of a ma ster craftsman. Pr int
ing- from the M crrvmount Press was eve r appropriate to its purpww,
- whether it was a lab el for a jelly ja r or a pra yer book for th e H ouse
of God . U pdi ke proved beyond an y douht that a tra de ca n he prac
t iced in the spirit of a profession ,

T ha t Rh ode bland was ever d ea r to D. B. U pd ike may he rc
waled in the list of pu blicat ions about ou r sta tr- and somr- of its n-si,

dents which came from his prcs.~ . an d the loving rarr- he ga\T the-m.

Then , too . he maint ained strong tics with a nu mber of de ar fr iend s.
espec ia lly in Newport and Providence.

H e was a useful member of the Boar d of :\fanagen; of the J oh n
Carter Brown Library.

And , fina lly, on December 16t h in 19:H on the occasion of the
officia l o pen ing- of the Upd ike Col lect ion in the Providen ce Public
Librarv. he said th is to his a ndir-ncc :

" I t has not been my fort une to lin in Rhode Island . But in th is
rity where th e first twen ty years of my life were spent, r alwa ys fed
more at hom e than I call C\Tf Ier- l elsewh ere. No streets are 1iO

familia r. no houses .l;,( ) full of happy assor-iarion or of dear ghosts, as
they arc lu-re. And ' the Sout h Co unt y' wher e my famil y has held lan d
for nr-arlv th ree hu nd red yea rs. is to me full of memories."
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S ILH OU ET rE EXHIBITIO:,\

l'.'"EARLY 200 SI UfOl·F.TTES were lent to the Sorkty for its cxhihi
tiun of silhouettes. T hey repre....cn t not only profiles of famous Rh ode
Islan ders but also well-known silhoue tt i....ts.

T he from COWl' of the july, 19-1-8, isMlc of R hod r lJ!l/Ilil /lis/ory
carried a reproduct ion of the silhouette of Governor james Fenner,
Research reve als tha i this was cut by William Henry Brow n in lfU3.
Brow n was a famous cutler from Ch arlesloll, South Ca rolina.
H is silhouettes arc extremely rare. Miss Ca rrick in her book , Snades
of our A nrestors {Bo....ton, Litt le, Brown & Co.. 1928 } writes, " It is a
t remendous pity tha t . aside from his Portrait Gallery, so lillie really
remains of his wor k. I ra nk a good Brown far above a good Edoua rt.
not on ly because I prefer his work, bu t since, from the \"Cry rarity
of hi.... silho uettes, thcv are in finitely more valuable." Karhe rine M .
:\lcClinton in her hook, A H and /mok of t'apu lar Antiques ( Ra ndom
House. 1945--1- 6 ) ....ays, " It is too had to whet your a ppetite for a Brown
silhouette, for they are so rare that there are few ("\"CII in museum
collections." In view of the ....carcirv of the....c items, it is a source of
satisfaction to have been able to exhibit four teen Brown silhouettes:
j ames Russell Bartlett ; :\l oses Brown ; his nephew. Nic holas Hrnwn :
Ca pt. Shubacl Cady; Sulliva n Dor r ; Gov. j am es Fenner: Adelin e
Harr is ; Avis Lockwood H arris ; Benoni H arris ; W illiam J. Harris;
Benoni Lock wood : A. Herman Sti llwell: hi.... wife. El iza Ba iley
( W yaH) St illwell; and Elisha R. Pott er.

Brown 's silho uettes all face right an d the ground is painted in,
apparently with india ink. ' \' e know that he was in Providence
Aug-list 1, 1831, as the Journol carries his advertisement: ":\ Ir. Brown
invites the cit izens of Providence to call at his roo m, on the corner of
.\fain & College Streets, adjoining the po.~1 office and examine the
likenesses of several gent lemen of this city. which he has taken from
memory, af ter a casual glance at the original in the street ." T he
likenesses were so striking th at the Journal published a commendation
in its columns, inviting the readers' attention to :\1r. Brown 's advertise
rnrnt. adding "there- is no hu mbug or dece ption about his [:\ Ir.
Brown's] performances. If any of our readers shou ld douht h i."
ahilitv. W I' would advise them to call nt his room and see how pn flTtly

he has ta ken the 'counterfei t presentments' of Hon. ' I'ristam Burg:c's,
COL Fen ner , El isha Pott er and many other distinguished citizens,
fro m memory merely, and a ha ....ty glance at the originals, as they were
wa lking in the street . The likenesses arc taken at fu ll kll,l(:th 
an d e\ery pcculiaruv in the dress or appearann' of the originals is
so accurately preserved that they bear in the ensemble the im press
uf life."

It is probable that Brown's silhouette is the on ly likeness made uf
':\ (oses Brown in his life time . .:\loreow r the original wash drawing.
made hy W illiam Ha rris of .:\ Ioses Brown was exhi bited in a case in
the museum at this time. It is quite evident that .:\11'. H arris drew
upon the silhouette for his profile likeness of the eminent Moses.

Among other fam ous silhouettist .... rep resented in the ex hibi tion
arc Sam uel Mct ford . Augustin Edo uan, , \ 'ilIiam Bache, William
Seager, :\ Ia.... tcr H ubb ard . and of later period, Ba roness .\lcyddJ.
Kart herine Buffum, Baron Cotford. and wcrhcrbcc. There arc
doubtless likene....se cut by Samuel King, william COWl. and other
famous silhoucuist , but until an authorty in the field has exam ined
them, we sha ll han ' no de finite information. For this reason photo
gra phs have been made of eac h item in the exhibition.

TH E 127TH ANr-.:UAI. :\ IE ETI :\C

TIl E O:"E IIC:"IlKfll ,.\\'t~)\;l'\"-SEVE~TH annual mlTting of R hode
Island Historica l Soc iety was held September l.i. !9-IH, at B: 15
p.m. a t J oh n Hrown House. Pre."idell t R ichard Lr- lkrron Bowe ll
presided.

T he st-c-rt-ta rv read the call of the meeting: and dcclart-d a rplllflllll

to lx- present.
The m inutes of the one hundred 1\\ cur v-sixth annualmeeting WlTC

read, accepted, and placed on file,
:\ Ir. Howard ' \' . Wilson, treasurer, presented his report, which

showed an operating deficit fo r the year endi ng j une 30, 1948, of
$IH2. Dividends and inu-rest amounted to $4,697 on investments.
which. as of j une 30. 1948, had a book value of .$12:l,tiOO.n. T his
latter figure did not include $7.520 held in the j ohn Brown Hou se
Fun d .

:\I r. Cli fford P. Xlonahon. libraria n, re-ported -everal rt-r-r-n t a("(:es
.... ions including papers from the estate of Lydia O\H'lI Beckwith and
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an oi l l);l i nt in~ of Thoma!' Cranston by J ohn Singleton Coplcv . ~[ r.

.Mona hon stated that ~[ r. Clarkson Collins, Jrd. research a-eociatr-,
had made substantial progrce... in ~t·ttin~ valuable p"pc'P.'. hitherto in
storage. into usable condition .

The Membership Co mmit tee. ~ Ir. David B. Lovell. jr.. reponing,
stared that there had been a net ga in of twcln members from J a nuar)
I, 1948, through J une 3D, 1948. and that the membership on the latter
date stood at IJ 14. The gue-t book was signed by ni ne hundred fihy
pt' N: Jll S in the period .

:\0 report was received from the l.ibrnr v Commiu ee.
Il r. j am es H . Hanley, reportin g for th e Lecture Commiucc. stnu-d

that four lectures and social meetings had been held from J ;U11I<l l'y
to :\ Iav with a total at tendance of :130. :\ Ir . Roclker add n'!'N'd four
o u t!' i d:~ organization!' in the same p-riod ; a nd :\Ir . :\ lo l1 <1 ho ll. mu-.
'!'"WTllt y patriot ic societies and other oq::-anizatiom used J ohn Brown
Hou se for meeti ngs at which tot al a tten dance was 1237.

The Publ ication Committee reported that two issues of th e SC,( 'il'I~ 'S

quarterly, Rnode Island t tu torv, were published in th e p;l!i t six
month!', eac h of thirt y-tw o pages. T hese issues co ntained eight
articles, one book review . and other material.

T he Grou nds and Build ings Co mmittee reported the installation
in the cellar, of a de humidifying unit, whic h renders this port ion of
the house mu ch mo re suitable for the storage of book..ami docunu-nt-.

The exterior of the house "a" reported to be in ,(:ood cond it ion;
hut the intt'r ior was Mid to lx- in ne-ed of r-xtcn..ivc f('dl'l"orat in.l.:. It
wa.' reromuu-ndcd that it program for this work be started '" 'Oil .

•\ 1'0 th c.....· pl't''''''n t ..tood out of n-cpo t. the ",,'nrta ry reatl rlu- IC 'I)tlll
of the ( :ommith'l' on ,;\ en(llo~y . Sixlt'"t'n llH'"mhn-s d inl in tilt' pniud
frolll J anuary I throu~h J un l' :In, I ~HR.

T Ilt' tn'a !iurn rcad th e n '!)(lrt of thl' FinalJ('r COlllllliu I'(·..\ .. of
Jml(' :10. t ~H"R. thl' inwstlllcllt I)()rlfol io rOJl!ii!'teO of 2RY2'(f hOlllb,
:17',; prd t'r n'd !<tock!i. and :HY2~!' ('olllmon !itoc ks, whic h n·ll1l:lIl·d ,m
owrall r llfn·nt yidd of 4.'1'0 ',; , Jm "eMl·d fu nds !ihuwnl a marked in
(" n'a!'(', Iht' .l.": rl'a tt'r part of whir h ca ll1l' III the S(wil'ty by 1)('£1 lll'St." '1'W()
add itional lwqlle!<b of suh!i ta ntia t !ii,.I' ar(' l'xp(Tt,'d ill till' nllllill~

~ I·a r.

~I r . Ed \\ard C. Palm('r rqxlrll'd for Ihe .\ udit COlllmith'l' and
ddi\Tn·t1 th e comp letl'd audilor'li r('port . T his foun d t Ilt' fina l1ci;11

records of the So,il"ty to be in good order. and the auditor offered
"10 criticism.

~fr. W illiam G . Roelker . di rec tor of the So,iety, rendered his
rq)ort the highlights of wh ich were :

M rs. ~Ionahon, who is not on the payroll. art!' as museum director
and is rendering splendid service.

~ I r.;.. Seaman s, secreta rv of the offi,e and 1()\'aJ member of th e
Society for several yea rs, .....-a... obliged to n"Si~ 'I)f'cauSt' of illness.
He r loss will he keen ly felt .

~ Ii-"" Louise Huling who ha.s been in the lihraq ' for three years
has moved 10 the office downstai rs. A new r-mplovre, :\1is.s Cathe rine
Gradv. is now ~fr. Monahon's secretarv in the librarv.

Ot;r quarterly, R hode h lnnd H iMor)', 'was se-lect e-d a s an o urstand
in,g publication by the American Ass ociat ion for Sta tl' and Local
H istory in its a nn ua l contest ,

H istor ical f,()(" ietics fa ll ro ughl y into three dass-s: thosc ent irely
supported by' the State. tho."l' en tirely supported hy en do .....meru. and
those depending upon some Stat e support. a small endowment, and
the effort s of th eir members. O ur Sccietv is in the la!'t clas... which
mak es for independe nce an d a vigoro us interes ted membership. \ , 'e
do no t, as many socieries do, limit our ac tivities by the amo unt of
money a ppropriated from th e Sta te a nd the income from endowment.
but .....e decide ..... ha t .....e can reasonabl y do for the communitv and then
ca ll u pon the com muni ty 10 back up our prng-ram with th e nercssarv
funds.

The need for a lecture room is great . Such a roo m sho uld be a
modern one eq uipped ..... it h air cond itioning- and projection booth.
It would make it possible for greater numbers to attend lectur es in
,l:;:" realer com fort. Furt hennore. it ", ould free th e f(Xlms that art" no .....
lI Sl'"d for other pu rposel'. C.omtrueti on would be expen!'i\"(', hut it
('anno t 1)(' douhtt'd that someho ..... th e funds will he found .

:\ t its nmdusifln th(' report of :\fr . Rodkcr was enth u!iiastically
applauded . :\11 of thC' rq)()f1S al)O\"(' refer red to Wt'fl' accepted aTHI
plan'd on file.

Pr('"~ iden t Bt IW('n fl'mlc-fl'd his add res." in ..... hich hI' spoke of the
splend id cond ition of th ,' SociC' ty, H l" r .llln i attl·l1t inn to the fact
that in\ 'estcd funds ro ntinlll' to inC fl" a",,' and thaI tlwrl' is morc to hl'
C'x peetl'd. In lipitt, nf innr:\sed aeti\"ity t'xpt'nM'S n'main rcla t i\"t'ly

,,,.,i....... ,.,.•• '12
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T REASURER'S REPORT

FOR SI X MONTHS ENDED J UNE 30, 1'l4B

At the annual meeting of 1948 the fiscal yea r was changed to
begin j uly I and end June 30 , in conformity wit h the State's fiscal
year. The figures bdow rcprcsl: nt an interim report from j a n ua r y I to
june 30, 1948.

On an annual basis beginning July I , 1947 , ending June 30, 1948,
t he loss was sli.ghtly over $800.

RECEIPTS

!"O~ "() I' E RATI!" ( ;

I nvcstments
Calder Beq ue st
Paine Estate
John Brown lIousl' Fund
St ate of R . I. , Newspapers, etc .
Miscellaneou s

Total Expen d itu res

A S S ET S

AS OF J UNE :10,

$ 24,749,12
23 1.10
2·10.00
·J.;jO.OO
j32.38

12.75

1948

26,215.35

$ 38,309. 29

OPF,RATI ~C:

Dues
Corporate M ember ship
State Appropriat ion
In terest and Dividends
Sale of Publication , Boo ks, etc .
Co nt rilHitions

~O:-<·OPERATING

Beq uest (rom wilbour Estates
John Brown House Fund
State of R. 1., Xewsp'II.JlTS, r-tr- .
Sundry Receipts

Tota l Receip ts

2,624,00
800,00

3,249.98
2,313.47

188.07
424.46

17,421.90
450.00
269.72

13.00

$ 9,."199,911

1 8 , tS·~.62

s 27.7",4.00

CAS H A!" Il I",V E S TMENT ACCOUl\TS

Cash and Rhode Is land Hosp ital
Nat ional Bank

Providence Instit ution for Savings
Rhode Island Hospital Trust Co . ..
Securities ( Cash and Per manent acc ount )

Rh ode l slan d Hospita l Trust Co mpany
(Jnhn Brown Ho use Fund )

J ohn Brown H ouse
Books and Manuscri pt s
P roper ty ( Four parcels of la nd )
Fur n iture and Fixture"
M useum Material
Acrounts Rece ivab le

Tot al A" l"ts

s Hl,622.87
3 1:) .37
536. 13

123,064.60
$ 134,538.97

7,520.00
50,000.00
50.000.00

-1.00
\. 00
1.00

308. 26

~242,:\ 7~t2J

H OW ARD \ \ -. \\· I L~ON , T " '(Jw rn
Examined and foun d rorr-c t.
l C \: :-;u n t. R UU.-O C K , Ch ai." ulfl ,~ u"il i "g CMu", illu

EXPF.:,\rHTURF.S

OI'ERATI:-:C:

Salaries s
Supplies, Light, Telephone. etc.
Direct or' s Discretionary Fund

Connuiuees:
Librarv
Lectur~
Public ation ( R. I . History )
Grounds a nd Huildin~s

Membership
Insu rance
Audi t

7,125.60
48057
3.'il1 09

.'"194-.67
190.96

1,052,27
2,071.01

27.H
153 .:n
40.0Il

,~ 12 ,{l'-l:\.9 ·~

RI',SERVES

(~"Il, 'ral Endowment
Life Member-hip Fund Reserve
Sustaining- ~ft'IT1ht.'f"hip Fund Rt'sIT'-T
John Brown 1[ 01 1"1' Endowment Fund Rt-cr-rve
Rr-volvinp Publication Fund Re serve
\\' ilho ur Endowment Funds Reserve
Calder Endownu-nr Fund Reserve
Ind ex to Publication
Ward Papers
Surplus a nd Profit on Securities

Total Reserves

,~ 182 , 2t-it-i .n t

5,7;-J(U .H l
1,000 ,00
7,:)20.00

277.4.')
32.986.90
13.909.1 1

2.'"J.! lO
960.73

(Deficit) 2.322. 00
,~ 24 2 , 3 73 .23



stable. ~I r. Bow en stated th at he too k great personal pleasure in being
president of such a fine society.

~I r. J ames C_ Colli ns presented the report of the Xominating Com
mittee for officers and comm itt ee members. There being no count er
nominations th e secretary was instructed to ca st one ballot for the
slate as presented. T his was accordingly done. and tboee members
W('Te declared elected to serve until the next annual meeting or until
their successors were chosen.

The secretary presen ted the following resolution :
R~Jh'cd : T hat the thanks of rlu- Society be extended ttl ~I Ts.

Ch arles D. Cook, chairman of the Entertainment Committee. for her
work in connect ion wit h th e lectu res, wh ich contri buted so much
to the en joyment of th ose.' attending the meet ings.

T his resolution was un animously ap proved by all presen t .
There bein g no furth er business the meeti ng adj ourned at ~ 1 :32

p.m .
Respectfully submitted .
),1. R A:"< DO I.II FLATln:R

Secre tary,

I.EGruRE PROGRA~I

STAT~: f) \I I::ETI "'<:

lI't'dn t'Jda )'. j anuary 12 . 1!J.l9 8: 15 p.m,
:\EWPORT BEGI:\S TO REYOLT , 1764-1766

EUMc ",n s . ~IORC'A "' . PII .D.
lI iJlo, )' D~,.",m".', lh oa " 1'"i",,,jt,

• • •
W t'dn n da ,r. janllar)' 19. 19-19, .. 2:30 p.m.

I )OE~ I S A:\D L A RD
\\" ", FI E U I T . Sccr-r

Lj ' ~tt,, )' Edi' or, Pr" lJjd~"" SI'SIl~'" JUI'It"\1.

• • •
Wedn esday, February 9,19-19 , . . 8 : 1.5 /!.111.

CA PT e RED CO LOR, RH ODE IS!.:\ I'\ D I ;\' KO D..\CHRO~ IJ-:

i llustrated
H ARO t/J ~ IA I JJ SO"

• • •

• ••

J AS UA RY A",11 F EBRl ' ARY

EX H 181'1'10 :\ OF DOLLS
(10m the cotlection o{ str s. Edu-ard I., Sill,:;SC1l

lredn f'Jda )', -' l ar ch 16, 19-19. , . :!:30 /1."1.
I-:..\ RJ.Y RH ODE ISL.-\:\I> SI I. V ER

Illust rated
D ORCn ",Y :'\EEDIIA\I CA SJi.')"

Il' edn nd" y, ,\la rch 9, 19-19 ... 8: 15 /1.1,1.
s L" B ~ fAR I :'\ ES OFF T ilE AT L.-\:\'TIC C()..\ ST

Ill ustrated
LT. CJtIllR. H ~:SR Y SAI.OJtIO" , JR ., C. S.•'\ ,R.

HO URS

~ I: O() to :J: ()O
. i: ()() til 9 : ()O
.3:00 til ."LOO

L I B R AR Y

.\ IondilYthrough Friday
"luesda v EH'ni n,g
Su nda y Afternoo n .

REC E:\'T ACCESSIOXS
By pun-h a-c. J.A>adi ,n: A mo if all J 01 I Ial ;oI " descent i ll .\faHa(-hllJfttJ,

by jo-cph Willia m Carkvalc.
Gift of the author, j ohn l lu rchin-, Cad~ ', S .l "atl Point a l/It·,.'r)" a

ccntrn nial hiJlor)".
From the jacob- Hill H unt , four record book- and lIi!,!h l i f,!hl J arId

10;., dau-ns, bv Mildred Kenvon .
From ~l a~a rCl Stillwell, ; 0 illuminated volu me by Emily Cr ouch

and a rollection of valentines.
From Capt. R, S. Hitchcock. a ry pewrirn-n ma nu-cript of [ames

A lldrr:CJ 0/ Di!!htoll and C Olla 'al', .\faJJ.
Gift of ~li , ~ Crace A. ~kAu\lan and Axel A, Chricrcnscn, Record of

death s, Jl idJ l f bolO, .HaJJ.. C(llTlp. hy the late Deacon Alfred Wood .
From Frank E, ~fa xwdl. The maririn«- historv of [ Warren] Rhude

"land, by Vir~i n i a Baker. ( T l!)I'writt en)
From thr- late C larenn ' I n.' i n~ Brown, a colh-crion of g..nc'alnij(-a l a nd

oth..r matrrial , sectional 1)I >ok.>a M ' ~ . and metal files.
Hy pu n-ha-c. Proriucc and (0 11 11 "nnd,r oi Mo inc, t' • .'1, IGHO·lfi9'!,
8 y pu n-ha-c. Salemal/dtlll . l ..d inal/dSall.lIIill till' l'i;:ht f n ,l h (01

lill y. lxuh hy J a n ll'~ Duncan Ph illips.
By pun-ha-c, Church o of old S ra' E ,,;;lalld, by Gl'UIJ{C' Francis

~Iarlowl' .



RH ODE S J. .\ x D H I S T O R Y

N EW :\tL\ IBERS
Jlily I - ;-';onmlwr :'10, 1'148

Arthur .I , Lev y, E~q .

Dr. F('lk h' L'. L uongo
.\l ost Rev, R u-v-H .l. ~ lcVinney.

D.D., LL.!) ,
M r. T homas L. .\1arC' I("{·io
~I". Ed wa rd E. .\btlwwson

[oh nston 9, R. 1.
.\ lrs.' Pa u] W. Monoh rm
.\Irs. .J. Fra nk .\ Iorri,s('}"

w.« Wa rwick, R. L
:\Iis, R u th A. M urrav

R umford , R.I. '
M rs. Ravmond E. Oe rhv
.\1r. Th~JJla s E. Pn-nderga-r
Mr. And rew P. Q uinn
lion. Rober t E. Q u inn
Mr. T homas H . Q uinn
Mr. Sturgis Rice

Plainvilh-, M lISs.
Mi s~ j e-an Richmond

Wakefie-Id , R , r.
Dr. Will ia m j o' q Jh Rohh ins
Mr. R . Stoc kton Rush
I\1r. Briton W. 5('ars

East Provid ence 1-1 . R . I.
Mrs. Nl'\\"( ,l1 C. Shippee
M rs. j oh n j r-rmain Slocum

T uxe-do Pa rk, N,·w York
Mr. Benjamin A. Smith
M r. Rona ld B. Sm ith
I\lrs. W. Bowers Smith
Mr. T. Everet t Smrreu
I\1r. Joh n O . St itd,

'Kingston, R, i.
M r. Benjamin R. Sturges
1Ir. J. Ban igan Sullivan

Narrag'1I1Sl· tt . R. l.
M rs. Willa rd B. Van l lou rr-n
.\ I r. Gi llwrt Vr- rne-v

j oh's Island, Ik d ha lll, M n«,
I\Ir, . R ich mond Viall
.\I i ~s Alice- :\1. Whi te-

J oh nsto n, R . 1.
.\tr. and .\ Irs. George E. Wilson
Mr. I.e-{'A. worrcll

:\ If',. Gilman Angh-r
l\1r" H . P. Bl'ck

T'ivr-rron, R. I.
M r. H . Glenn Brown
Dr. Alex ~1. Burgr"
M r. Lester P. Bu-rgr"

Ham ilton. R. I.
:\ IT. W. Ru"ell Burwell

Cleveland. Ohio
l\lr. J. Austin Carroll
M rs Arnold B. Chace. Jrd.
l\lrs. Frederic Low Ch'N'. Jr.
M r. Franklin Cla rkin
11T. and :'o f f';. F. l\lnrri, Cot-hran
1\lr", ]\fay E. ColwC'll

C ranston 9, R . r,
:\1r. WalteTV . Connlv
Paul C. Cr os.., Ph .D..
II on. Pan-irk P. Curran
M rs. Robr-rr C. De xter
Mrs. Frederick J,1I1WS Durfee
11 T. and 1\lrs. (; !l'ndofr 1\1. Elliot t
l\1r. Ed ward H. F1I'n

R umford i s. R . I.
Mr. Harrv B. Freema n
l\liss Catherine G. Gradv
1\lr". Clifford n. 1I ( 'a thc~t ('
\ .fr. Frank L. Hin rk h-v, Jr.
:\Irs. Alexand er T . ll indma rch

Cranston 10. R. L
1\l r. T hmua - J. Hogan
l\l i", Fra nco- Huhlv-rt, Libra ria n

Redwood Lihrarv and Athe
naeum, Newpor t .

Walter S. H unt er. Ph .I>,
~l rs . Charles E. B ur d i,

Xorth Provid en ce -1-. R . I.
Mr. Richard A. H ur lcv
~Ir~ , Donald E. J,l("kq;n, j r.
~l rs , Hopr- l-a-lin j Olles

' I'USI'OIl, ,\ riZOll<l
M r. Richmond G rt't'nlwlgh K('1l1

Chr-p.u-hr-t, R. I
D r. Ma ur ice W . Laufer

Rive r-ide \.-,. R . I.
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