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AR" OU) FISK. a judge's son from J ohnston, R, I. , first en tered
Aus tralian histor y in J une, 180·-1-, wh en he shipped at Tahiti on the
hri g- l l arriugton . hound from Sydn ey, Australia, to th e coast of C hile.
H ow he came to be at T ah iti is not dear.

H e probabl y rea ched the Pacific on one of the m an y Rhod e
Island vessels whi ch then sailed to Ch ina by way of Australi a. In th e
II years from 1i92 to 1803 fifteen Rhode Island vessels had visitr-d
N ew Sou th \\'ales. Others : for example. the .-111 11 and llope in 1799,
rou nded T asmani a and passed up th rou gh th e western Pa cific with­
out stopping at any Austra lian port.

The l l arrinvton was a l RO-toll Calc utta -bui lt \Tsscl carrying
normally six guns and thirt v-fivc men, owned b y C hase, Chinnery,
and Co., of :\ Iad ra." and commanded by Willi am Campbell. She
had visited the coasts of Chile and Peru on a smuq-gling- expedition in
in IBO:~ · l B04 when the Spaniards had seized OIH" of her boats and
arrested 11 men. '

On th is second voyage Campbell had a letter of marque from the
Pn-sidcnr-v of Madras against Fran ce and Holland . then at war wit h
Britain . Il l' had sta ted in Sydney that he intended to seck sea lskin."
on M as-afuera ( Ihe outer island of J uan Fernandez about 1:")0 miles
west of C hile ) and abo. if he h-arned there tha t war hetwrcn Britain
an d Spain had broken out . to cruise as a privat eer against Spanish
ships an d commerce. Campbell sta ted lat er that (; oHT11Or King of
Xew Sout h " 'ales had expressed the hope that the l l arringto n
would "bring in a Valuable Prize as the Colon y was ' Try poor.':"

· ·J'hoTTl a , Dunbabin i, Pr"" At t"cb,: for :\,"tralia at ()nawa, Ca nada.
' His torical Recor ds of .-\,.. tralia ( I I. K :.. ,) "'r. I, v 4, p . 148 and '251.
' H .R. :" ., \' 5, pp. 34:1 " I uq.
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Gardner's Journ al a lso rela tes how on Monday, O ctober I , the y
saw a schoo ner a t anchor in C aldera Ba y and stood in for her.

' t bid.• pp. 38 3.3 8 -1 , Dq JOsit ion of W illiHIIl Tozn hdorr lh, ' magi,trill'· s.
't bid., I'p. :H I-:H2, Campbell's kiln to Govn no r K in ,! of Murch 7, 11105 ;

pp. 376·3711, E",l ri\Cl. from G ard m' r ', 1.0 1{.
' l bid.. p . 3-10 , Log ,'n l ry regarding Do n Felix, "or)' of Ihf' visil of lJo n " ..Ii " Ie

Ihf' Po. ,." u-Princt , Ma rillf'r ', Tonga "

They fin-d ;1 Gun an d we fired one, and the Schoon er fired t wo shots
at us, which occasioned us to fire a whole broa dside at them , which made
th em lea ve their Vessell and go on .shore- we hoa rded her after we rame
in and found her on fire in the Ca hin and dri ft ing 011 Shore, bu t not muc h
J);unage done \Ve put the fire out and got her afloat.

The Ilarring ton also ca rr ied ofl some pigs of copper from G uasco
( nea r Coq uimbo ) . A note in the lIarrinf!, ton's I n~ , writt en by Henry
J ames Purcell. sta tes that on Septe mber 29 Don Felix had lx-cn ex­
pe-ered from Coq uim bo " to take our (:a rgu for copper," but th a t at
:1 p.m. the G overnor (of G ua sco ) ca rne on board and said that Don
Felix was detained a t Coquimbo. In IHOGDon Fel ix wen t on board
the En glish pri va teer Port au Prince 10 buy contraba nd goods bu t
was held to ransom for 4 ,000 dolla rs! '

E U ATOR,

T he mr-rrh aut hrig taken a t Coquim bo was th e San Francisco an d
San Paulo , The schoo ner cut out of Caldera Bay was the Estrem ina,
a Spa nish ship of wa r comma nd ed by Don Antonio Jose del Campo
of th e Spanish Navv.

Arnold Fisk was given command of the San Francisco and W illiam
T ozer of the Est remina. They sailed first to T ah iti and then to Nor­
folk Island (900 miles eas t of ;-.lew South Wak s) . Lea rn ing a t
Xorfulk bla nd that no news had ber-n received of wa r betw een Brita in

[

W hen he sai led from
Syd ney on ;"{;1 Y 1.
1804 . C nm p hcl l ha d
ra ised the st rengt h of
his crew to fift v me n.
At T a hiti {a bout mid ­
wav between Australi a
and South Amer ica ) he
shipped Fisk, W illia m
T ozer, a nd some T ahi ­
tians. T ozer d eposed in
Sydney in 1805 that he
had been left a t T ahit i
by the brig D'art, Don­
a ld Macl.ennan mas­
ter , w hich had cleared
from Syd ney for the
coast of Peru on O cto­
ber 24, 1803 . He said
nothing- of Fisk who
a p pe a rs to h a v e

".
, co " ~, .." ",

N{W sou r- wA~H

o

shipped as second mate of the Ilarringto ll . ~

Cam pbell sta ted la ter that A merican sca lers a t x l as-a fucra had
told him that Spa in and Portugal were a t war a nd th at an English
let ter of m arque ship was cruising ofT Con cep cion (C hile) . Ca m pbell
the n sa iled for Coq uimbo (abo ut .i00 mi les north of Concepcio n ) .
T he sto ry of the ra id on Coquim bo is thus told in the J ournal of
Fran cis Ga rdner , chief mate of the lIarri'lgt on : t

Wednesday. Scp rcmlx-r 26th , 18CH- Light airs and pleasant . Sai led
into C oqui mbo , long side of a Spanish Brig, fired nne gun and ordered
them 10 hau l their Colours down and it was done. then hoarded them and
se-nt all their ;..It'non Shore - Latter pa rt , a t 7 a.m . [ i./'. on September 27.
civil tinn- 1hau h-d her long side and took the Valuable part of the Cargo
011 board our vessel.
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and Spai n, Campbell dec ided to ta ke th e Harring/on into Syd ney
for sup plies. The prizes were to wait for him further down the Aus­
tralian Co ast and then sai l with th e Harrington: to Ind ia . T he prizes
sailed in com pany from Norfolk Island on February 9, 1805.

Governor King, learn ing wha t had happened on th e coas t of Chi le,
detained the l l arri ngto n and sent out vessels to bri ng in the prizes.
The l .adv Ne lson fou nd the Estrcmina in J ervis Ba y. 100 miles south
of Sydney, and brought her to Port J ackson , arrivin g on ~ I a n:'h loot.
W rit ing on April 30. 1805, King says:

By the People on bo a rd the Estre mina I lea rned that th e Bri~ was
lyinA" in K en t Group in a vcry leaky sta te, most of he r ca rg-o de stro yed
or damaged. an d tha t it was intend ed by th e Person in Charge o f her
rArnold Fisk I to remove from hence to some othe r Harho ur on the
Coast."

Repo rt ing to K in g- on ).(ay 16, 1805. Acting-Lieutena n t Robbins
of the Co lonia l Cutter l ntegritv, wrote :

At 7 a.m. on Ap ril 29, off Kent's Group {in Bass St raits between Aus­
trali a and T asma nia ], saw a brig standing to the Northward . At to she
passed within H ail a nd proved to he the Fra ncisco, Sp ani sh b rig, in charge
of M r. Arnold Frisk [Fis k], 2nd mate of the Harrington. and wearing a n
English L'nion j ack. T ordered him to come on hoa rd wh ich he d id . I
inf or med him th at as i t did not appea r tha i Hostilities had commenced
between Engla nd and Spain (from th e latest in formation received from
E uro pe ) it was h is Excellency Go vernor King's directi on she should bt~

hrough t to Port J ackson. As I d id not know what :'1.1r. Frisk's in rcru ions
or th at of hi-, Crew migh t he on tha t head aft er hovering" '0 long- upon
th is coas t and a' that Vessel was ill a very leaky State I tho ught it ad vis­
a ble to take cha rge of her myself, which I did . and ho isted the Spanish
Colour-, in the ir p roper place. ta king with me Mr. Kent a nd fin~ Men of
whom th ree were M nrincs ; I rcc 'd from M r. F risk Captain Campbell"
orig-in;ll ( )rders 10 h im . and sen t Mr. Fri ck a nd four of the Crew on board
th e Intt-grity. kt'('ping 0 11 hoa rd th e Brig 12 nu-n belonging to the Hat­
rin g tnn . five of whom were O ra heitians. Contrary winds r-ompelh-d me to
put into Pori Dalrymple [Tasmania] [o r Wa ter on the 2nd instan t a nd
sa iled ag:;lin rhr- .ith during- wh ich time Lieut-G ov crnor Pate rso n at my
req uest pu t a Gua rd on hoa rd for tl u- prc-crvation of the Ca rg:(l, J a rrived
hetwer-n the I lead.. of this po rt lat e th is ('vcn ing when I red elivercd the
Charg-e of her to M r. Frisk .'

The log- o f thc New Redfo rd wh a ler llannali arul Eli::a has this note
under th~' date Xlav IS. 1805 ; - ".-\t 5 a.m. [ :\Ia y IG civi l time ]

'!IJid .. p. 4hO. Lct!('f of Go"..rnor Kin ll:" to \Vill iam Ma rsden , Svcr.. t arv of th..
Brit ish .\ d tnira lt>· .

' Ibtd .. !'. 47'-1, R" po rt by Rohhins.

spo ke the I nt egrity. Cutter, wit h a Spanish p rize. bound in to Po rt
jac kson ."~

T OLer depo sed on A pril 9 that a fter leav ing Norfolk Island he took
h is steer ing o rders from " the person w ho ha d cha rge of the Sail Fran­
cisco l :\1r. Fisk]." T he tw o prizes sa iled toget her to Kent G ro up (Bass
St rai ts ). Later T ozer took t he Est rn nina to j erv is Ba y ( just sout h o f
Sydn ey ) to a wai t fu rt h er orders from Capta in C a m pbell.

View of tilt" Scub-n... n! on S}dnry Cow
(;"",u.,~ ~I .( f,'<h,ll l~h,a,)'. S,'d.<Y. ,\',.I'.U".

I n a despatch da ted j uly 20 . 1BOG. K ing sta ted that the Sa n Fran­
cisco had been ru n all shore in Port jackson to preven t her si nking.
Whe ll despatches dated from London, j a n ua ry 11. 1BO.'), announcing
t he outbreak of war with Spa in rea ched Syd ney t he officers a nd nu-n
of II .:\I. S. lIulfalo seized the Sa n Francisco and the Estremina a-,

prizes." The Vire-Admirahv Court ( wh ich spea ks of the Sail Fran ­
cisco and Sa n Paulo. alias A m ian te ) ordered th e tw o vessels to be
sold at auction and the proceeds to he held in trust. Th is was done.

';'\ant,,!"k..t Wha l i n~ ~l l1 ' ( ' u rn , Log of H a n nah 'lfld f.·li: a.

"II ,R.A., v. 5, p- HI , Kin1( to Vi"'ou nt Ca,tk,,·a1(h.



Syd ney merchant , for £2,251 pa id for the H arrington and all her
rigging a nd equipment . T his was dated ~fa y 4. I80B, a nd is witn essed
bv A. Fisk, " Atto rney to james Balfour."

The affidavit, signed by EI1i.~ Belli , j udge-Advocat e, further sta tes
th a t in th is case Elizabeth Fisk . possibl y Arn old Fisk's ..... ife, th ough
from ot he r sources it woul d appear th at Fisk's wife .....as nam ed ~Iary .

appeared as a witness for Ca m pbel l a nd gave evidence about th e
seizure of the //a" ington by Stewart and his ga ng. Fisk was pro bably
at sea when the case was hea rd .!"

O n .-\u.£::ust26 , 1 8 11, ' ~ Arn old Fisk arrived at Svdnev as master of
the 15B· ton America n-built brig Favour ite. Though registered in
Calcutta t he Farour ue .....as D.....ned by Garnham Hlax ccll and Co.
Hlax rr-ll. a Sydne y merchant , was in teres ted in th e Fiji sandalwood
u ud c and had hem closely associated with Ca ptain j oh n M acarthur,
the m an who had deposed GOYCfIlor William (Bounty ) Bligh on
j anuary 26 , 1808 . Bligh sta n-d that ~ Iaca'thur had ber-n th e brains
beh ind the successful vovagc of the H an ington to China ..... ith Fi jian
sandalwood in IBOi- 1BOB. I ~

The Favourite, carry ing -I gun:< and manned by 23 men. rame from
Canton . Her ca rgo was returned as follows:

" 4i 1 C hf':<t:< ami Boxes of T ('<I : 38 Packace, of X ankin : 2 Ca.."'<'S of
Silk. ctc : I Ca se- of Glas.<; : 7 Boxes. Hats : 2 Cases Lac'd [lacq uered ]
Ware ; 55 1 Park au es Ch ina ; 3 l' acka.gt'S Pictures : :1 B's [Boxes]
of Sh irts: Il H'sWax Candles : I Case Anni Sr-r-d [aniseed ]." There is
litt le doubt th at the Favourite had taken a cargo of sandalwood from
Fiji to Cnmon .!" .

O n September 27. the Fat'our i te , with Fisk in command, clea red
for the Derw enr River. Tasmania. with "s undry merch andise ." She
entered at Svdnev again on Decembe r to. 181 1.

Durin g th is visit .-\ rno ld Fisk decided to sett le in T asma nia . On
"tbid., pp. 757·159, Lrll~r or W ill iam Camphrll to GO"rrnor M ar q uan r ,

r ndosing Bt-n l ' ~ a lfid,...i l_ Ilo- nl ~ praks of thr ",,·idrnr.. of E!i2a ll<' l h Fi. k, ....h ilr a
work on t hr Fi. k.. and Fisk fam ily h~ Fr~d~ r ic k Cli fton P.... a rce i C hica go, 18Qfi)
'alS thai ..' rn old Fisk marr i..d in :-;~w Z"alanu [thi. should prohahly hr Xr w
Sou th W"lr . 1 Mu y A. Bu" kn , d;<u!{htn of Capta in Bunkn . Th i. wa~ most
"rrt:lin ly EIH'r Bnnkr r, .... ho w..nt fr om :\:lnl ucht 10 En <l;l and in 1786 an d fint
I'i,i lf'd A,,,tra lia in 17"1 as m,utrr of th.. London whakr W illiam a"d A"". EI>rr
Runk ..r M' u k d ,war I. in zpoo l, ;.;,...... Soulh Wah-soand is buried in th.. ch ur r-hvard
th ,·rr . .

" H i' lOrk a! R.....ord. of :\..w s...u lh W alr" " . fi, pp. 81 8·8 19.
'"II .R .:\., ' ". 6, p - 5.15, Blill/h to Cae tlereagh.
" H R.:.. .. " . 8, p p . -4 33-4 14.

i O First Rh ode Islander in T asm ania [july

T he Estrem ina was bou ght by the I'\ew South \\'ales Oovemmenr and
d id good service as a Colonial vessel.!''

. K ing- had i? the mean w bile sent Lieutenan t Rob bins to Va lpara iso
In the I ntq:nt)' bearing lcuers in Eng lish and French (as no one in
the colony co uld write Spanish ) to Don Lu is ~l uno1. de Guzman
Captain General and Governor of Chile and Rea r-Admiral in the
Spanish Navv , explainin g: the position and asking: that witnesses
should be sen t to Sydne y who cou ld give evidence on the seizing- of
~he two vessels and the rem oval of th e pigs of copper. Unhappily no th­
In/{ more was ever heard of the I nteg, it)'.' 1

The Ila" in.C! ton was rele ased from detention on Septem be r-S, 1806,
on orders from London . She cleared for China, under W illiam Cam p.
hell, on j anuary 2 7, 1R07. but went first to Fiji (200 0 mi les east of
Australia ) ,to secure a :argo of sandalwood. She returned to Sydney
on M arch .10, IB08 , With a va luable ca rgo of China goods. As trade
between Canton a nd Sydn ey infringed upon the East India Com.
pane's monopoly. the //a"ington cleared from Canton to ~Ia lacca
a nd came from M alacca to Svd nev.

The //a" ington wac; ready: for a nothe r \·op.ge when, on the night
of ~ Ia y IS, 1808. fifty co nvicts headed bv Robert Stewa rt, formerly
a lieutenant in the British ~a\l·. seized her , cut the cables, and ra n
out to sea . Ca mpbell was on shore ; the mate and the crew of twenty­
three were sent ashore in the boats, but not till the ltarnngton was
well out of Port j ackson .' "

In ~lan·h . 1130Y, H . ~t. S . Dedoigneuse Iell in with the H arrington
near M anila . Ste wa rt and his me n put up a fight, but after a sho rt
ac tion the llarring ton .....as driven on shore and des troyed . \\' ri t in~

in IBI2, Campbell sta ted that the rin g-leader (Stewart) and most of
the conv icts had escaped an d were, as he had hea rd , "then at large in
some pa rt of India."?"

.~n affida vit tend ered by Campbell in ~ Iay, 181 3, to support a
claim to be r~fOuped for losses caused by the seizure of the Her rington
sets out that 111 a case heard in the Civil Court, Sydney, on Sept embe r
19, 1810 , Ca mpbe ll produced a receip t signed by Simeon Lo rd, a
_."/~;d ., pp.H 2-H3. Ordn s of \' ic~. :"d lll iralt ~, Court ; PI-' . 7-12·7-16, Gow rn or

K mg . warr ant lo r Ihr sale .
"tbid., pp 720-722. K in ll"'s 1.. trer 10 Don M unoz.
" H .R.:\. v. 6. p p . 53-4 ·5 35. So-izuff" of Harr ington. Go_ rrnor Bligh' s k llr r 10

Caukn-a/(h.
" H R ..-\.• v. 7. p. 519 . Pr lilion of Will iam Camphrll.
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hu~int~~ , I left hom e about 10 o'clock. About 7 o'clock th i ~ dav :\1\'
Servant [ Richa rd Clark e I came to Hohart Town, Informed file th~ t mv
House had bee.n n~hlx'1l. of all Ill)" Wea ring ..\pp.m'I, plate an d Jeweller;
and also the \\ ean ng- Ap pa rr-l belonging to \ Irs. Fi..k an d Illy Chi ldren,
and that bv a bandi t ti with their Faces di -eui.. -d and that thr-v had
wantonl v d;~tro\l'd manv Articlt"< whic h th f'\' could not ta ke aw·ll\'.":~. ,. . .

R icha rd Clarke deposed that at least four men came to the house
between 2 a nd :I OI ,m. Thev rapped a t the parlour door, desiring
:\I r. Fisk to ~et up, W ht'n Clarke asked them \\ hat th('\ wanted thcv
Solid they h~d a lett e-r for Captain Fisk. The men were wel l anncd
and had their fac es blacked . M rs. Fisk wa s ~ta~ in~ with M rs. H um­
ph rev. wh o lived not far away.~:1

Corporal Thomas ~ lilkr rel at ed . on April :W, how he had a rreste d
011 April 17, a t th e Fat DOl' River more th an SO mi ll'S from Pittwau-r,
a b ushranger named \" iUiam Xlartin who showed him the places in
th e Sweetwater Hills near Pit tw ater where th e goods Molen from
Fisk's house had bo-n hidden . li t." produced five bundles.

The first contain ed these books: Lord X d .',oll 's stem oirs ( 1 \ '01. :

S ttTne·s.)ermml5 ( I vcl. ) : a Bible : T om [ones (2 \"01s. ) : Tumhull's
J' o)' at: t' ( to the Pacific. I vol.}; Pract ical Discourse Oil Futu re Judg­
ment ( I vol.}, There were a L"-I ) a bla ck ....ltin wai\t t'oat marked .·I F
and a mixed a rray of clothing- and bed furni shin gs.

Three bundles found in a hollow tree included anot her bla ck sarin
waistcoat marked . 1. Fisk: a Chinese velve t, co loured waistcoa t
market! . 1. Fisk ,' II white linen waistcoat. not marked: IJ shins; a
lady's tippet : a nd much Hthe r c lOlh in~, \,' ith the bundle:" were a brass
cnmpas.s, a spy gla....... and ~ixteen pounds of tea wrapped in a flannel
petticoat.~,

Guided by Ocorce K irby. a young- man who a ....scrtcd tha t the
robbers had threat en ed to shoot him if he d id not ta ke some of t he
stolen propeny. \ liIkr found hidd en in th e ba nk (If a creek a t Pin­
water a shin marked . IF, .\'0 . I i , two linen waist coats, two pain; of
nan keen trousen;, and a pa ir of linen panta loons , ~ ~'

Thomas Smi th, a lad who also said th at he had the stolen goods
forced upon him , produn 'd from a hollow tr{'{~ t\\ ·o shi rts ma rked .·11-'

" H.R.A , ... r. :J, v. 2, p . 101, Oq xn it ion of Arnold Fi.k .
"" l bid ., pp. HlI · 102 , InfornMtion on oath of Richa rd CIMk r .
" / bid., Pl'. 10 2-IU·" St"tr·m..nt of Thoma~ ~I ilkr.
· ' bid. , p. 10), E,,;,rn ina tion of C;"orl/r Kirb~' .

i2 n.« R hod,. i slander in Tasmania [july

J anuary ~I. 1812, Captain J oh n Murray of t he 73rd Regiment sold
to Arn old Fisk, master of t he Brig Favourit e, all hili right, title and
interest in the lease , with 12 years to run. of .l roods 33 perches of land
on the Town Rivulet in H oba rt Town with the house and an)' o ther
~lIilding on it. The price wa s £160 sterlinq : M urray had bought it
III 1811 for £135 and paid for it ",jth government money. which he
never repaid. The transfer was signed in the presence of T . W. Birch,
no dou bt aeting for Fisk. who ca n hardly have been in Tasmania at
the time. Arnold Fisk did 1I0 t re ta in this house long."

Fi sk left Syd ney in t he Favourite in ba llas t on April 10, 18 12,
on a not her \'oyag-e to the Fiji Isla nds for sandal wood and thence to

C hina. Reporting to Oovemcr Macquarie in 181 6 on M urra v's
house. james Meehan , Deputy-Surve yor G eneral. wrotc :- '

Cap tain Murray sold the house to ~ [ r. Fick as his [Murray's] own
property and convern-d the mOllf'y to his own uses : Mr. Fisk sold it to
:\Ir. Ayers and Mr. Ayers agai n to ~Ir. Kent , in whose possession it was
wlu-n I left the Derwen t in AU g" l1';t, 1811.19

The Favourite returned to Syd nt,y on Se ptem ber 10, 18 13. This
time she ente red from Ca lcutta. an d her ca rgo is given as a mere iO
packages of piece goods and :mof China ware, I t looks ns if she had
gOll(' to Ca nton a nd t hen had disposed of most of her C hina cargo
a t C alc utta . She had been so ld, fo r the owner's name is ente red as
J ohn :\I ad\.enzie.:.>t·

On October 2:!, 181 3. the Favourite cleared for the Socletv Islands
(T ahiti) and China. T his time the master's name is not g: i\'en , but
it wa s not Fisk, since in 1813 Fisk had secured four cows to beg-in
Iarminc in Tasmania ;"

By February. 1815. he was a well established settler in Tasmania
wit h a fa nn a t the :'\cw Plains i ll the Pitt w at cr district (T asmania) ,
T III'Il o r a lillie la ter he had abo a house in H obart T own and playe d
an active part in public affairs , .

On M arch I, 181.'1• .Arnold Fi...k of Piuwatcr ( 15 mi lt's [rom
H obart }. yeoman . ga\'e the Iollo win g informatio n on oa th to t he
Rev Robert Knopwood and Adolarius \\'. H. Hum phrq ', m agis­
trail's, a t H ohart Tow n: -

"That p 's(crday lllorlli ng- I h;HI on"asioll to come to Iloha rt Town on
::I I.K..·\. , "'r. :1, v. I, p . 50 7, Lra ~r with ~lun"r'...nclor.rnlf'llI .
...U.K ,:\ .• ' n, 3, v. 3, p . 5 79, '-t.... hall ·. n' por t on . ak of ka.r.

II .R .A , ~r. l, v, 8 , p . 1 9 3 .

" H R..·\. , ,,·r. :1 , v. 3, p. 6 -1 1, S!;u" rnrnt of ,\ ..iUdnt-Commi5Sar}'·G r nrral H ull ,
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35 and .IF 3i , two linen wni ...tcoars, 3 pairs of pantaloons and a gre y
clot h jacket."

Arnold FL~k identified as stole n from his house a ll the articles
produced bv ~ liIler except one shirt, wh ich he did not recollect. and
the tea, which he could not swea r to. thou gh it was the kind of tea that
he lost .:;

W illiam Mills Martin sta ted that the robbery was planned by
w illia m Stevens, a convict stoc kkeeper ( in cha rge of ca ttle ] who uwd
to su pply the hIL...hrangers with powder and other- t hings. It was... ca rried
out by Steven s himself and three bush-angers , H ugh Burn , Collier.and
Richard ~kGw~TC, with Mart in to keep wat ch. The plunder was
d ivided a t Ste\'ens's hut : some was~\"Cn to the lads Kirby and Sm ith.
Stevens had all the silver spoons and some of the jewelry."

Thoma.s Smi th. a lad who was shepherding some sheep belonging
to his father and slept in Stevens's hut , related how Stevens sa id to the
bushrangers. a... thcv were drinking rum :-" :\( y Lads, I can tell you
how to do a clean thing," and added that he had seen a cart go to
Fisk' ... with plenty of tea and sugar and some spirits. T he bushrangers
said that thcv wo uld g:o with all their hearts, if they lost their lives for
it. They blacked their fac es with charcoal and water and told Smit h
and Kirby that Ihe y would be back in two or three hours. Abo ut that
time thry carne hack, all a litt le drunk . Smit h had seen in Stevens's
JXN'f's,...ion rin gs. necklaces, a cross, a hair chain wit h gold clasps,
and a large piece of mont'y with tw o heads on on e side, three table
spoons. one tea spoon, and a silver knife . All these, Steve ns had la id
him, came from Fisk's bouse."

Arnold Fisk was o ne of a coroner's jury whic h sat .11 Hobart Town
( now Hobart ) on ~ Iay 20, 18 15. to inq uire into the dea th of J ames
O'Hurnc. killed in an afTray with a ,gan,g of bushra ngcrs near Xl'W
Norfol k (22 miles north of Hobart }, The jury found th at O'Bume
wa s wilfu lly murdered by J ames Whitehead , Peter Septon . ~ liehae l

Howl", Richard Collyer (or Collier ) , Richard :\ (cGwyre, H ugh Bllrn ,
Peler Gl'ary, GI'orgc Jones, and "a woman Nati\'e of this Island who
is called ~I ary , " ~l'

At a court -martial ht'1d in Hobart Towll 011 J une 21 Hugh Burn
pleaded guil ty to murdering. in company wit h others t hCll still at

" Ib id.• PI' . lOj .l(Jfi , Sta tr llll'ni of T hom a. Slllilh.
"'Ib id" p. 104, S t" ll"1nrnl of ,\ mold Fisk,
· Ib id,. PI' . 10·,·\05, E" a' ll;na, ;on of W. "' ill, "larlin, a F.,lon.
" Ibi d.• PI'. 122· 124 , I nq" r ' l ,ourh ;n,!" Ih.. d"alh of Jam... O 'Burn...
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la rge. Charles Carlisle and James O'Buruc a nd also to breaking into
the house of Arnold Fisk, veoman, a t Xcw Plai ns. Pittwa ter, and stea l­
ing 19 spoon~. a silver ~;oup ladle, a sruall az im uth rom pa....s, a nd a sp~'

gla!'i.", \\ ith divers ot her article!' of ,grea t value .
H ugh Bum was sentenced to tM~ hanged . an d the sentence was duly

ca rried o u t.?"
There seems to have been some difficult y" in 181 6 ove r Fisk's convict

se rvant, Richard Cla rke (abo ca lled Cl ark ) . Fisk wrote to G O\"CTllor
Macq uarie in Syd ney" and on .-\ pril li, 1816, J. T . C ampbell, Mac­
q uarie"... secr etary. sent a note to Macq ua rie explainin~ th~~ h: coul d
not come over to di nner beca use he had been ans...enng f isk s letter
and \\ riling to l.ieutenant-Govemor n ,l\ 'ey' req Ut",ting him to a",ign
(or re -a....,ilm ) Clarke to Fisk a.... a convic t !'('T\·ant.31

In 1819 .-\rnold Fisk had a watermill on the Rivulet wh ich ra n
th rough Hobart T own. It wa.... the on ly mi ll in the pla ce except a
Government mill . In J ul ~ , 18 19. FL\k com plained that the G~\'ern­

meru mill was gri ndi ng com for pr-ivate persons. a cha rge denied by

the Superint enderu.V . '
La ter in 1819 medical aid. food a nd shelter was ~"I\'en to T asmanian

natives at Fisk's mill . O n :\oHmber 4,1 819. Ljeutenam-Ooverncr
Sorell ordered Sur~eon Luttrell to di scontinue th ese arrangements by
the end of th e next ·wcd . However, on December 3 1. Sort'll instructed
Luttrell to continue to rent accnmmodation for invalids from Fisk
for 10 shillings a week hut la id it down that th e invalids m ust do
without auenda ncc."

On Februarv 2:l. 1820. Fisk wrote 10 Assista nt COlTlm i~..a ry H ull
compla ining bittcrl ~ of the com peti tio n of the Government mill . H.e
said that as a result he had been unable to pay the mort ga ,ge on his

fann at Pittwater :

At the time I bui lt mv "I ill I had not th.. mo..t di,t ;nlt Idea that th e
Go\"{'rllll ll"n1 wou ld . ill'I~' ;ld of a.... i, ting: and encourag ing such an und.er­
t:lkillg, build ;1 " till for till' vt-rv ""(In's, purJxN' of Ruining me, whic h
W Ol\ C:aptain Xairn', whoJzo ;llld Soul dl'w \\11I'!l he fir<t proposed that
a Govcrnml'llt :\till "lOuld he huilt a lld ",hifh has unf.ortllnat.dy !lOW
l'OIIll ' to pa.... " ly Far m has Iwe'll Ihi, <1;ly sold by PublIC AuctIon . and

""I bid.. pp . 1 1 ~ 1 · 1 2 () , Court·M arli ,,1 un lI u ~h Burn ""d ... ntl·nr...
" I bid.. p , 5/1 fi, J. T. Ca]l1phd l' ~ kttrr and '· Il do~" r... ,
" H R \ , orr 3, \ 3. 1' 32'1, S t,' t..rnr nl ofG , W E\'anson'\ at'r IllIU,

H .R .:\., \'. 2, pp . 708·7 09 . R..ply to FIsk's rom~l a ln t. .
" II R..\. , v. 2, p. 7 ~ 1 . Sun·lr s kiln ahuul na t,n"s: p. 754, !mlrurl,on , rrg ard­

ing inva lids.



bough t in hy a YClung Man who wi-hed to serve me h ut a t the preM'nt
\Io ment i< not a bh- to pay the \lonl'Y down wit ho ut 'io01tt1' awivtance ;
a nd if the mo n!'y is IIOt paid or Security gin n hdore Saturda y the Farm
will be re- sold aRain un M onda v ne xt, wh ich will he a gn-a t \li, fcortUllt'
to lilt' a< wr-ll as a 1o"" to him .

Xow, my D"ar Sir. you have it in your IH)\\,,'r to "('1"\·t' nn- mo-t rna rcri ­
all y with out th .. le;l"t inconvenir-nrr to a ny Soul livin~ ; which i" to
Allo\\' me the indulgt'JltT of Putt ing ,'iOO Bushels of Wlwa! into His
\ Iajc ,tic" St ore and onl y to stop on, ' half of Illy (''-()\'''f!lIll,'nt Debl this
ve-a r and allow lIlC another year to pa y ti lt' other hal f. If yo u will he so
kind as to g ra nt Ill" thi s favour you will con fr- r a n t'\T rla'l ing ohli gation
n it nu- and mv Fa milv, which we -hall IWH'r fo rget : for it will be the
me-ans of in-uring to me and my Family a Horne, 'fo r I mu-a also expect
th.at the \lill , [ Fisk had Il'all y two mi ll, on th.. Hoba rt rivulet, one ahon'
and 0 111' below the Covern mcnt mill] will Shortly be sold under Similar
circumsta nces. and in the Ca"C I shall he' turned out of doo rs with a
lJ.q;c Fa mily a nd no nu-anc of Su pporting- them ,'"

In a report dated f ebruary 2-1, 1820, H ull describes Arnold Fisk as
a rc-pcctablc inhabitant o f the town. H e sa ys that until the GOHrn­
mcnt mill wa s built, Fisk ground rlu- flo ur for t he Governmen t stores
a t :!nd a bushel r-ash. Fisk's cha rgt' against Xaim. H ull describes as
ah-urd. as absurd as his assertion that he built the mill to a r-cornmo­
dan- the public If the Govern ment had no t built the mi ll it wou ld
Ill' paying foOO o r 1:700a year to Xlr. Fi~. T he young man w ho ha d
bought in the farm was Bart holomew Rea rd o n {d isrrict constable
a t P itt water. known as Black Bart ) , Re ardon was o f ve r y doubtful
character and in debt to ~Ir. Edward Lord for more than I::?,.CKXJ.
Fisk's farm s old for GOO. the money to be (Mid o n Saturday next o r
t he farm resold,

Hull doubted whrther Fi~k could p rO\'ide a quartrr o f th(' 500
bushrl~ o f wheat tH' o ffer ed but Rrardon had 180 acrNi of \\heat on
h i., f.um . 'l"hr :J(K) h ushrl!'. would IK' worth t::!50.

Fi~k o fferr d to pay t:-IO whirh was half h is public dC'ht for four
('o\.~ re{"('in,d from the Go\TrnnWllt ill 18 1.1 , H ull adds :

I t i, from hahits of ,'xtra\'agallc(', I am informl'd , th 'll \lr. Fisk i,
Inollg:ht to thi < d i ~tTl ''' , for he inform, 111\' Ihat he now grind, upwards
of 120 Bu~hf'ls a Wt'l'k. Ilis Fa rm is a truh, vaillahle om ', I han"IJI'I'Il
w,.[1 informcd th i, da y that th ert' ar(' nn I1lt;re trees Illl it tha n lIIay serve
for ornall U'nt a lld Iwa rty Ihe wholt' o f il l a\'~ n 'ady for tilt' ploug-h:
adj oining it i, a run of I ,()(X) Acre , of Ric·h Land. unappropriated , I
fnllld not "ilh a ny dt 'g-rt ,(' of ju,ticT 10 Ihe lIIa ny w Ult'r; Tl '<idillg on their

" !t, R.A., v . 3, Pl' . n·H·6·H, Fid" I.." .., 10 Il u ll
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Fa rm' , or to 111\' own ft'1'lin~" n"n 'in ' the :;00 Bushel- ni " 'heal f':'lfl
\Ir, Fi, k hut to;'n;\hll- him to pay hi, Government dt'ht ~ have promN'd
to receive Irom him an adequan- quantity nex t lIIont h ,S:'

G ("orgc \ \' , Evan s. Deputy Surveyor G eneral. stated on M arch 23,
18 20, that the Fi~k farm was of !l{Kl acres" non e o f it brok en up but
ri rh so il. and th at it sold for ,£4-50 and was paid for in e3_'h,36

I n tRW and again in 1819 Arnold Fisk had In-en a ppo in ted a
member of the Lloun-nant-Govcmor's Court . whic-h de-alt wi t h civil
ca ses. On Sl'ptt'llIht'r 22, 18 20. Fisk 's name appt'ars as o ne o f the six
holde rs of Pt'\\ No. ·l in St. David's Angelican C hua h a t Hobart
Town .~ ;

O n this q uiet a nd devout note end s the offici al record o f the h istory
of Arnold Fisk , o f Rhode Island . Tahit i, and Tasmania.

»ru« , Pl'. ti-l2-6-U , II ull, ITport 10 Comlll~nion,:r ~i!,:!,:" ' 1 .WU"lar} .
"' I bid ., l' . 322, G . \\' . F.,·an" statrm.. n l 10 Comm""on..r BllI:1l,''' '
" tb id .. p. ~22, I,i" of m..mbe rs of ( :c>l,rt; p. 681, Allocation of pc' ... .

• • •
T ilE P ..\ T RO L OF :\.\ RR .\ GA:'\SETT IH )' ( 177 -1-76 )

By H , \1. S, R ose, C aptain James W a lla ce'
Eltlr ,l.-t..d and Iramcriht-d hy W fLu .'" G , ROH .\;UI

Wrill '-n ,1Ild a nllotal..d hy CL.\!t\; SOI, :\. COl.l .l~_', :lltl'
lwul;n,,..d from Ap ril , 1 ~14'l , v. 8, llO. 2,1" 6:11

\ \ ' l1tU: J OI1 S BROWS at Providence plo tted f('\Tll ge .and c'n\'~­

sionrd \ \ 'allan" behind the ban; o f Newport jail. the object of his
cnmitv on boa rd th e Hose in Newport harbor dn-w his nonsr righter
a lxlIl t ' t he throat o f Rhode Island's commerce. \'es."t'I~ laden with
provisions were pa rt icu larly su-pccr : the pa ges o f the Newport ster­
('lIT\" ~"e numero us accounts o f their be ing rakr -n "under the protu­
tio n ~,f the men o r war."

In m;lkin~ tht"..", Sf'il ur~ \\""lIare ~n'ed a douhle purp<Y.'e : cutting
ofT su p pliNi fwm the American a nny a nd obta ini ll~ much-needed
prO\·i ~ions for tht, Briti~h troups a nd n 's,<.('!s al !~ ),<;lCln , T~,~ ~u ppl.y

problem facing t il(' British commanders was mel.('("(1 \"I'XIll.g:. as IS

sho wn hy ..\ d mi ral Gran~s' ~ report to the :\d nll ra lt y. WTlIlt"1I at
BIl~ton 011 ~tay H , 177 ,') :

TIlt' f,'ar, "f' " f,'w well di'po"..d IWoPJ" to ri,k t!lI'ir Vt's~e1 s a nd t~le
dt'\l 'Tluina lioll of th e re,1 to p reve nt tilt' Army and :\"vy ha\"lng Supplies
of Provisio n' and Fu t'!. ha s cau'C 'd most of th e \'(" 'C']' in th is pro\'inn'
to be di<mantled :md la id up .. . for ulldt'r the ,e\T rl' prohihilion ' clf
II... Rt'hd Gt'lll' rab ft"w )-leople d<lfc to ~upply u".



78 Patrol 01 X llrraJ:anutt Bay [juh 1949J Patrol 01 .\'f/ H fl j!,(I/ !Jr!t flay i 9

One of the - "few" w ho dared was George Rome. perhaps the most
outspoken of the Newport T ori es, the ma n w ho had been ent ertain­
ing W allace wh en the riot of December, 1774 , occ urred. His activ­
ines in procurine foodstuffs for the British led to th e next out break
of \"joknn: on the part of t he So ns of Libert y. Two days after th e
dash. in which fortun arelv no blood was shed. WallarI,' recounted
the derails to his superio r.

RO'(· R hode I..land )UIII' ll h Inl ,
Sir

On th e 3d inct ,\ n I n-urrr-crion h appened hef("- The Peop'" look
it in their head•. A ~h-rchant ( :>O l r. Rome ] had bough t <.oInt' Provicion­
for the L <.e of GO\Trnlllenl -lht·y stopped the C art", th n-w ahout the
Flour, flew to ..\ rm" ..... irh an avo wed intent to destr oy the :>o l r rrhanl ' >,
H ouv- and SI.m ... cf1'in~ o ut th rough the St re-e-t s now wav the time to
kill the T ori....- I ntr-lligenr r- was given me of thi" Tran..ac rion-c- I went
on Sh o rr- caw th e R I'IX'I" Toming ill Sh oals. Armed wit h :>Ol u-.qUt'h .
Bavoncu. Sti ck, a nd Sronr-, &c, Wa" it J>O", ihle I co u ld he a Spectator
of ihi,-I II:0t a hu nd red ~Il'n and Morr- acho re .....ell appoi nt-d. Stopt
them in thei r Caro-r, told rhem u pon the firer Act of Hostil ity W(, would
ru ch on a nd put everv :>OlJ. n to the Sword, a nd at th e same rinu- o rde r
th e Sh ip" to fin ' the T o wn in t'VI' f1' q uarter-T his togt·thrr wit h th e
prawn; and r -nrreat ic... o f Sen'r al of their principal ~I t'n (w ho we-re
ala mu-d a t Ihl' Pro , pt'ct ) put a Stop to all Affair whe re in the live, of
hu ndreds were co ncerned .

I II Ill(' tx.'~in ll i ng of till' fray, Ollt' of the mm t darin ll: of tht> R,'!)!'l",
\, ho prt'" ed too do"-l' o n upo n u" I seized by tht, Collar an d IIMdl'
Pri"'lI\{'r, :>01311\' G" ntklllt'n of the T ow n beg-g:ed me to giv{' hi m up,
And if r did th;'y :I",ured lilt" they wou ld di 'I )(·P>t· and reslor e I)('at"l' to
tht' T own , II I ,1Il"we n'd them, I c.lmt' on short" for no other purl"""
th an 10 ke,'p I'" .KI'--and pn,,,,'T\',, frolll destruction th e K ing'. f ri"nd>, ­
Could I bo · a"u rt'd of th at r would turn him om in't3nt1 \"- turlll 'd 0 111

he was , tllf'v ")on a fte r n ·tiTt,d a nd di ,,!){'rsed -Alld wc, ' emhark..d o n
board a ftc' r 'llI'ing' on "lIOn' about four Hou rs. During: whit-h lill lt' ou r
!J('"ple I....ha \"\'d wilh the grea tt"t g'ood Order. Different RqJ(,rts '''y'
IhlTc' wa" frolH Ihn'(' III S..ven hundred \ [ell undn ATlll ' hl',idt,,, 111f ' '' '
with Sli( 'ks StOll'" &cl-wh ik on sho re \V I" W ('fl' joinl'd hy L it-tit Brl'n­
lon l of tht' ;'>J;l\'y u po n half pa y here, who r mu"t do 1111' j U' l in ' 10 "W

Sht'w 't'd ('wry di'J-"",ilion of a good OtTicer and Suhject. and for whi ch
Ill' i" ohli ged to ahandoll his Lun ily and farm, an d takr "Ile!ter 011 hoard
II i, :>O l aj( ''ity\ Ship , TI ll' (l ..oplt' of thl' T own h a\ 'in g- Swor n ,lIlll ,1(,

tt'mpted his J" "trun ion.

'J a hk d Ih r nloll, L" r , :I Bril i-h rt'ar-.,drniral.

Only ten days were to elapse ht'I\\t'cl\ t he ..... riling of Wallace's
report on the disturba nce in ;'\('wport and the occ u rrence of events
even more alarming in cha rac ter. Throughou t the spring the General
Assemblv had been feverishlv cngagt'd in putt ing th e colon v on a war
footing. .Troops had been ra i-cd ; ullin'no had been commissioned ;
and steps had been taken to proc u n ' an adeq uate supplv of munitions,
[arl~ in June it was voted to hire IWo armed \ 'e~..d ..... as a colo n y naval
[orr-c. This a rtion having been take n, the .-\ ........-m blv felt !'Irung-enou ,gh
to direct Depurv Governor :'\irh() l ,, ~ COllkr {the elected WJ\e Tllor,
j oseph " 'a nton , had be en refused permission to rake the oa th of
office ) to protest direc tly to W alla r t' and d emand t he release o f the

\ ~"("L<; he h ad seized.
E'l"t G n '('m"ich . June l-lth. 17i ~I.

SiT:
Lon~ have tht· good people of this colo ny be-e-n npp ~t...-ed b~' you r

co nd uc t. in in rcrrupring the ir lawfu l trad.t' , and,prrvenung rhe Im p )r­
ra tion of the provi"iom fl("C("S.sary for tht'lr suh<. l,trllce. .

The ar-ts of the Bri rich Parliallwnt, al ready filled \\ irh re- rncuons
o f trade. opprescivc in th e h ij.l;h('<; t d~n>{', s,"t'f!l by you , \0 he thought
too len ient .

Xot controlled hv rho-c \-oU ;ltTt'ct to ca ll your mavte-rv .. . .. vou
han' greatly impeded the' intcrrourw h.·tw,'en. this and th. : oth":,r
colonies. as well a" bet ween the- di fTt'n.'nt pou ts of thic r-olonv. T h.. in habi­
tant,,_ expecting tht' inteq)(",ition of th(' lawfu l a utho.rit)· o f th t' colony,
ha ...e bomt· th ('<,{' ou tr agt'li wi th a pa tic'I){'t>alm....t r nnu na!.

The I.q:6 ,latu Tl" han' heard !twir co m plai nt" a nd in co n'l't:luencl' o f
all act pa"ed by th.. Gt'n t' ral A""-I '!nhly ~hi" d ay, I , de ma nd .o f you !he
rt'a <;on of ,'ou rcondun to ward" tht , IIlhahllant~ o f th", colony, III ,topp mg:
a nd dt'lai~inK their \·t,,,,t"k And I al "-ll dt'm and of you, that you inmll'di­
;Itch, re~tort~ the two pa cket s, bo,long:illg: to , 001lt' inhahitant, of Iht' tIlW II

of Provident'e : and all olher ..." ,,( ,1 , hd ollg:ing: tOlhe inhabita nt s, of thi s
r olon\" which \ OU ha\"(' takell ;illd unju,tly det 'lined.

So ion/! a' y;;"u remain ill tht· ('olony, and dt·.llleall yount'lf a' ht'('ollles
\ 'our Offift' , \ 0 11 m,l y dqx'nd upon till' prn\l'cllOll of the laws, and ('\'ery
;I"sislann' f~r p ro moting tht· ]Juhli(' "t'rvin" i,n Iny powe~. And you Illay
ah o h.. assured that the wholl' poWt't of till ' {'olony WIll hI' n ....rted to
,{'cun' pt'nons ;llld propert ies (~r IIII' illhahit;lnt ~ ag:<lin>,t ev('ry lawless
inv'ldt'r. An irnllH'd iatt' answ('r I ' n 'qlll' stn! to till S It·[(t'T,

I am, <ir, YOllr Illo't h umh le 'l'rV imt ,
:,\, IC IIO[. :\S COO KE

T o Capt . j a mes WaJlat't,2
' J ohn R. Bartktl , r d" lluo. dJ of Ihr C olon)" of Hhotlr I JI" "d .. . ( P rov id t" n t r ,

1856_1865 ) v. 7, p . 338.
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' ''albec's reply to " a man who calls him self Lieut. GOHTnor: ' was

curt ly mil itary in style.

H i, ;-'faje<t y\ Sh ip R'N ',
Rhode l -la nd. J UIl" I.'"l . 177.1.

Sir:

I have rece ived you r let ter of the l-l-th invr.: although r an unac­
quaintcd with yo u, or wha t station you an in : ,uppos(' you wr ite in
beh alf of sonu- IMldy of people: the refore, previous to my giving a n
answer. I mu-t desi re to know u-hcther or /101, you, or the [wopll' o n
whose behalf you write. are not in open rebellion to your law ful Sll\"t' r ig-n,
and the nets of the Bri ri-h lq.;:i"b tu re!

I am. sir }our most humble and most olwdient servant.

j.vs. WA LLA CE

T o ;'\ icholas Cooke, E' fJ .:i

\ \ 'he l1 the capta in o f the R os/' rorn poscd his answer to t he deputy
guvernor on june 15 he m a y alread y ha ve known that hi .' IlWIl had
come o u t sec o nd b est in their fi rst e ncou nter w ith the in fa n t Rhode
bla nd X a\·y, On the san n- da y one o f h is ten d ers, t he sloop Dill/ Ill ,
\\ hich. accordi n,g to the X ewport ,\ferrurv; was a ronfiscau -d co lonial
n'"d, met d isasrer at the h and s of the a rm ed ~I(J0p, from Providence :
and whi le h i, atten t ion was diverted. the Pa triot s of X ewport took
advanta ge- of th e o p portu ni ty to str ike h im fr om the rea r.

\ \' a llace, how ever, MT m, not to han' b een .greatly perturbed hy
these se tbac ks. for he d id not report th em to G raves until four days
after they occ u rred .

' I bid.

'Thnl' can b~ link do"ht Ihat \\' a llilCt·'s mos t important ,o"rc~ of information
conc"l1liJl~ t l,.. <teli"ili,.s and I'Llns of Ih~ G!'" rlt'ra l :\sS<"rublr wa, :\I ~lca l f Bowk r,
N, 'wport nwrchanl, ilt till" ti",,' Sf",,,hr of t h ~ lown lio"... . O n :\lay 5, 1775, an
anonymous informant wrot!'" a IOIl~ kltn to \V" l1 al"<', "i\"in!! derails of til<" dd,,"n
and ,"ow, in the ,\ s" ·mhly. ( I'" h lic R,.,"o rds O ffi("l', ,\d m i ra lt ~· Sr-crerarv, In-Le tter s
'\I'ril Inl-lli.'i, \". IEl5, p. 233. Tr"nsnipls in th .. Library of Congor,",s\. I"h,'
wrill"f was in "po,ition to OP"n offici;!1 con",pond"ncT "ddrc,,('d to thr- OnornOr.
II<" was calkd to tilt" upp'"' homp, mon· lihly in the ca«- of II,.. sp('akn than of
Mh!'" f nw", h<'"l"s of til<" lown hram·h: and his l<'tlt'r 10 \Valla c<' "'''' ddi\"!T('d
h\" Ih,· s"m,' ",,,n who carri('d Bowk r's olliei"l l~orr!"Spond..r,.... wilh GO\TrnOr
Wa nlon l ~fa} 3-5, 17751 . j am' C la t k itr " ~ktcalf Bowler '" a IIri l ish Sf)\",
R_ I. H. S. Collatio"" O([ol)("r, 1'l:tO, \". 2:1, p . lOl, has shown th 'Ll in 17i8-74
Bowk r was ('"rrying on a Ir~ason"hl(' "orn"pond('nc!'" Wilh Sir Ik " ry Cli" to".

' T hi, "'port, "i\"im: d.-wi I, of th" "rtion, running ,,,hor''', ,~t\d capIllI'<' of tb, '
Dr.,,,,,, on Conani,-ut Island , is prim,'d in " john Brown' , k ·a!)' . , "., by (~,'ot'O:" L.
~I "wr , Rh ode {<I"" ,} lfil/UI)', j u l\', I 'HOI, v.~, p. 76.

I
I

Ro-e, Rhode H and 19th J une 177,i
Sir

Since my lavt. of the :") Ih I nst I had information! of the C O]OIl \ \

fllt ing out ~\rm'd Vessels from Providence to attack the K ing\ Ship'~
R eport ,ays a Brig of 18 Carriage G un s. 2nO Men , a Sloop of 14-80
M en and fou r 01" fin' other -maller, b eside- two fitting out at XI'\\"
Lo ndon . and two at D a rt mo uth-s-I n conseq uence- of thi,:- ! sent thr- two
packets out different ways to reconnoit re; Unluckily O ne of them fell
in with two of thei r Sloo ps, and after an Action of half an Ii ou r was
I"Im onshore, the pa rt icula r- o f whic h is inclm t'{.!. g-ivl'll IIII' by the o men
who rommandt-d O nho ,tr d - C'At th is time I had fou r or five V e, ,,(,I,
loa de-d wit h I'n l\"i"ions upon the poin r of Sa iling to Boston, th e O W [l('1S

agTI'l'ing with me for thei r Pr oo Td ing-,,-Aftl' r "<'tling tlu, mailer and
hea ring tfl(' Pira tes we-re at Anchor about four Ll'ag-m's [ rom LJs-I go t
u nder \Veig-h a" sene! as po"sihll', l~xJ}(TtiTlg- to fall u pon them hy S;lr­
p rill'- I Irl\\('\Tr they g-o t I lltd ligl' ll(,(' and moved high l'r "P toward,
Provi dr-ncr- in shallow \V,lt IT, where it was not proper for us to pur'lIt'
them-c-on ou r rr-tur n to ;\I'wport WI' foun d a g-reat number of the T own,
People ha d ta ken advantage of o ur absence, Ar m'd a numbe-r of Boa t'
and Ve" d s- tak en the Vict ualle rs. ca rried them to T own , dismantled
& unloaded the m. and th is done in the space of two or three hou rs
this procedure, together with the ir beh aviour on hea ring of an An ion
in the :\Ia", ach u' e tb Bay [Bunker H ill. J unc 17, 1775]-sending- I'Wr;.
asvivtancc of :\11'11, Provi- ions &ca to the Re-br-l Camp, thei r Puhlic Ac-t -,
of A sscm blv all demonstrate thcv are as much in RI'lH'llion, a, Putn am
and hi, Camp-. O l1e of til<' Br igs v-nt loaded with Ru m and Sugar.
he1ong-s to ,I. V r-rrion , 'I.S great a RelH' l as any in the Country who wa­
upon hi, Marr-h to the Camp. when he heard of thr- Detent ion of hi,

VI'W'1. Sign'd J as W all <l Cl'
l nclo-cd arc ('opies of !cttI T, that passed between me and a man who
calls him-elf Lieut. (;m T fllor.

O n JIIIW30 W allace w rote to G raves again, th is tim e w ith m ore
fa vorable n ews.

Rose, Rhodr- l dand :lOth j unr- 17Tl.
Sir

T he Pira te Sloop' mentioned in my la- r of riu- 19th ln-t <till keep'
up about Providr-m-e-. dH'Y propag-ate Rr-port s, that they have th irt )
\\"h ak Boa t' an d seven Sloop, n'a uy to r-ome u pon Us, when a con­
vr-nir-nt 0 pIMlr tunity olTers, however rhi-, T o wn appear' to lx- divided
\ l a ny are jealous of till' Providen ce Peo ple, and I am prfllllised an A W 1­
riation <l l'knowhodging their A lleg iance all d hindin!-.;: thl'lI l,elves to sup­
port th" Ki ng's (;o\Trnl ll('nt . \\'hitfll' r they are ,e rious, ti ll le will J i,co\Tl"
\, 'twas first agi ta ted;tt ,I. Tu n k Fl'ast ) if it ha p[Jl' ll'i it \\ ill make D issr n-
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WIH'rt'a< tilt' unh appy DifTr n ·nt't·.. between Gre:lt Britain a nd her
Coloni(·s are hI'com!' (If a very ser iouc and a larming :-.1;1111[( ' . And wher e­
the Pear l' & ,£:'(l(M:! O rder of (,v{'T)' Co llllllunity ma y haw a happy tcndenrv
10 hr in!!: about a R cco nc ilia rion : And convinced of the :" ece<sit\" of
pn·venting: Anarr- h v a nd Confusion wh irh at tend a ni""oOl u t io~ of
rho POWCI">; of Civil Govcrnmenr. Wc t il l" Su bscribers ack nowled~in~

our Allegia nce to hi, ~ lajC5 ly.-f)n aNl("iate under till' T ie-s of H~llor
tn Exert (>uf';('l\'t"!o in the Su pport of till' Civil Aut hori ty, and in k{"('"ping­
t!\(" Pt'ace of th,' T own unti l a R("('nncilia tion betw("("n (';f{"at Brita in
an d ht'r Coloni,.... ca n be obtaint'd; And th at "e "ill on t'\"t'f\' ca,'t" of
ElIlI'~t'n(" y A""" mhl,' on the sho rtt"t :\nlin ' to reston ' p",WI" an'd Unan­
irnity. an d Pr....'·f\·l · tht, Pef"ion~ & prnpt'rly of ('nT)' Indi \'idua l fmlll
In,ult & Violl'lln ',

sions among them. a nd veri.. Iitt l" add itional For e-e would -er-ure this
Port 10 the King ; when.'as if the Drt,!Z, of the Relx' l A rm v r-ome- down
a ruc ng Us. it wi ll bemue-h mort- d iffinl lt. Accounts (mill Ih(' So ut hward
says Con'moTTryon i. arrived at York. T he Conrinemal Congress have
a ppointed four Rt,hd ('.-t'neral . , CoIn Wash ington . of Virg-inia C apta in
GCllnal - Gcm-rul Wa rd a t Uo- toll 2d Gt '!wral. M aj Let' :~d - a nd :\1ajOT
Gatt's 4th- \\'ashin.c;tnn is now at York on h i" wa y for Boston. a Par ty
i, ' l·t nIT from Oonnecrirur to rake Pri-oncr Sr j ohn john-on e- while I
am wri ting A Copy nf till' AWl('i;lti" n i, -cnt, am told 'tw ill he aug­
nn-nted to more than rhrr-e hu ndred a ll principal ~ It·n . the de-ign of it
tfJ('Yassu re lilt" b to a"i, t Hi, ~fa j , l,On 'rnfllent wit hout Equivoca tion.
11('1-* it will be loU, th''''e who formnly J;!: ,I, d are to he depended upon.

Sign'd j a m", Wallace

The "Associat ion " to which wallace referred , and which he
enclosed in hi, lett er, .£:i \"l;:~ evidence of th e un happy position of the
creater part of rhe substantia] mercantile class of Xew port . These
"'fTC t he m od era te m en. ha rried , as in a ll revolutions. hv the cxtrem ­
ists of both sides. Their para m ount a im was to main ta in 'public order.
a nd th ey banded toget hr-r in order to preve nt th e dest ruct ion . eit he r
by British ~Il n fi re or mob violence, of th e to wn to whic h t he y had
con tributed MI much .

I:-.l MEMORI AM

RhoJe is land H ismrical Socicl}' announces wilh n:l( ret Ihe
de at h of iu oldesl member, Major 'W ill iam EI~.. on May .\0,
19--19. M r, n y was a member of the Sociel}' for sc\·e n ty. thrcc
years, h"\'in/ot Ix 'Com e a lifc me mber on j a nuar y 18. 1876,
w he n hi s /otrandfather, Zachar i<l h Alle n, wa s "i cc-presiden t .

RoOI Elliotl
F.li~ha Anthon)'
jn~ph Durie..
j OSC" ph S<-ott
Charl .., C"uen,
j no Fr....hod~
j "hn ~ l all lOn ..
" 'rll Hurronahs j unr
john :\m!r,·"s
j;UIIf '< R"d m,U1
Sam! Whilr-, ro<"
~illh an i " 1 Sm ith
Robl Slevrru }unr
(: idn Si'''11\
Gidr<>ll W"nton

ThO" R ir hardson
Pe ter (".one"~

Philli p ~ I c ""

Wm R....d
j nnas Lln1i:fd R..dwood
V. W i1i:hlrn an
Sarnl Frt"'h"d r
Jam h Rodr R;'\'ir;l
Aa ron I." po
George Hazard
Robe-rt Stod dard
Shearman e li,, \':
Wm Coddington
Chas Hand v
J. llonevm';11
j oseph Wamoll j unr

In th is list ca n be found t he names of nea rly all of Newport's
leading: citi zens : th e merchants, shi pma..srers. a nd prosperous shop­
kee pe rs. U nl ike t he m en who si~c-d the memorial of "la y I. 1775,
w ho with the exception of j ableel Brenton were Englishmen or Sects.
the gr ea t m a jo rit y of th em had several genera t ions of Am ericans
be hi nd them . T he y a nd the ir for ebears had made Newp ort in to the
thr iving commercia l town of t he pre -Revolut ion a ry era . Thou g-h
cultural an d mercant ile ties bound them to Brit a in. only a few, as d id
j oseph W a nt on, Jr., sided with th e C ro wn ..... hen the ultimate brea k
ca m e, Almost all. though no sym pathisers with m obs , in th e end
rema ined loya l to t he to wn and colon)" which they had se rved befo re
the war a nd rominucd to serve a fte r the ret urn of pean '.

Ito hr contmued I

J ona than Thurston
Cha' Wickha m junr
Simon Pease
Solomon ~bn~ "l1·

John :\1,,1"<>11 (" JUlir
Cha~ wirkh um
W ill T W {T d \

w m \",Hll";!
John O ldfld d
Jmt'l'h G \\',mlnl1
j e rh Clark
Walter Clark
John Town-end
n....nercr R it h" , d"'lll
\\'m B UTTOlJli: h ,
}o. Stevens

( :lrrisr ( :h;L nl!,l ill
~.'lh'lIl Bull ~ J

j ohu Borr r'
\ \' 11I R..hir"oll
Rohl SI"\T11_

J ohn R,·"t1
}ohn W"n"n
Jam,'\ ( :"r l>t'111"r
j ..hn sr, ,, Lilli

j ohn [I"lh . ~'

e..n C ham plin
\\ '11\ :\ Iint uru
( ; " 0 { ;ihh,
j " ' ph 1\,·ld Il'T
E\an ~"'Ib"r,,·

j;IIne<C;,hCM'Ill'
"ami Yral_
S;unud S"'.· ..t

( :" k h (;"rdrwr
~" rn'H' 1 F",\ kr
I'r;,ru'i, ~ 1 "II " or ,, '

\\' 111 . D k n
J' ''ph :\lll i"'J1~
W ill ( ; \ If"

\ \ ' 111 \ ·;·rn..n
jr ,hn ~1;, \"I , II' \

<';,unl (;, .Idlh" "ilr
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Rir hard Sllli, h Block Uou... , C.,.. um....u-'SO('

T his \iew of th e Richard Smi th Block House, from the no rth­
\\t'St. is taken Irom a d rawing- by Edwin Whitefield published in his
hook, T he H OI/U S 0/ our Foreiath rrs ... in Rhode Island fi nd
Connecticut . [ Bos ton , 1882 ). Except for the chop ped -off gable
ends th e ho use a ppc.'ars subsrantiallv as it d id ,a. I740 after hein g­
enla rucd b~ Daniel Updike. In more recent yea rs the wing- a t till'
left has lx-en extended: the roof dormers have ber-n add ed ; and a
piazza has lx'r-n hu ilt a long thr sou th (rUIlI.

H'

WHY RH ODE bl.,\~n O PPOS ED
T H E FEDERAL (:O~ST ITUTrON

P,\ I'~:R ~ J o~ ~y \~IJ Tin Co~,nIT I 'TIO~

lcontinu..d from \I'. il, [Q ~Q,,' 8. no. 2, p . H I

.'\ U IOST .... r.t. of the sta ndard Ame rica n histories of the Co nsti­
tu tiun ~\'e only brief a tten tio n tn Rhod e l..land's mle in the forma­
tion of the Union. W ithout drawing- a ny positive con clusions as to
the principa l reasons for Rhod e Island '.... long- delav in ranfvina the
Constitution th ree Iacts are invariable emphasized . These a re: ( I)
The Federa l Constitution forbad... the states to emit bill .... of credit
or make anything- but gold and silver a lender in payment of debts. "
C?) In no other Hate of the Union was the rag-e for papa morn-v
and t he oppos it ion to the Constitution so st ron g. ( :l) The di\'isio~

within the state O H'T the Constitution coincided with that OH'r paper
money. Stated in thi s way. the implication seem .... to he inescapa ble
that the Co nst itutional prohibition of paper mon(' y wa .... the primary
reason for this statr's hostili ty' to th e new Federal Linion.

R hod e Island wr-iters ha ve rejected this interpretation and haw
tried to esta blish a r-ase for a more plea...ing explanation of this state's
conduct. Speaking- a t the Cen tenn ial celebration of the Rhod e Island
adoption of the Constitu tion in l8~O Hor at io ROg-CTS. then preside nt
of the R hod e Isla nd H i..to rica l Societv. claimed that an att ac hment
to sta te sovc reicntv and the a bsenre of a hill of rig-hts were th e pri n­
cipal reaso ns for t he alti tude of thi s ..tate. Judg-e Roge~ concludes
th a t in \iew of t hr- oppt)....it ion to th e Co nstitution in ot her states of
leadi ng oppom' nts of paper morn-v like Richa rd Hem ,' Lee and
Gc~orge ~Ia."(m "i t is idle to impute 'to papc'r 1lI01Wy the C~lISC:' of th e
host ili t ~, ,, ,, ,-, Frank G . Bat es in hi.. R hode iJlalld find the Form ation of
t he U Ilion agTfTs with ROg'ers in {·mpha.o;i.;:i ng the a ttnr-hm en r to libe r­
ty. individualism, dr'm ocr acv, and ..tatr-:s rialns as th e principa l forces
wh ich inspired the ac tion of th is s t<l t c~. ~'J In <I later section we shall

" .\rtid,' I, S,'nion 10.
"'lI o•.-.t io Rog...., . . . IIhn", / ,I,,,,,/' s .~,J "pl i"" ol lh , F<, d" ol CMlJl; tu rii", . ..

( Providence, [8 90 ) p . 2 .1 .
.. ..·r:lnk G. Bat r . , I?hod, t <l",,4 <lrl ri I I" F""'I<I I;on of I h, Uni,," r:-;,·... York

1898 )!-'P. 73 , 74, lOS. ~08·212 . •

fn
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consid er the poli tica l or ideologica l causes of Rhod e Island's posi tion,
hut first It" us exa mi ne t he- eco nomic ca uses of the state's oppositio n to
the Const itution.

H istorian s rely primaril ~ on priva te papers to throw light on the
undcrlving mot ives of political movements. Unfortu nately no private
let ters from the Rhod e- Island opponents of the Constitution. explain­
in!-:" t hei r an ion arc available. Xcarly a ll of the Ant i-Federa lists were
me n of litt le forma l education and evidcmlv had not acquired the
habit of exrcn....ivc corre- pondenre . or perhaps (hey were not con­
sidcrr-d prominent enough individuals to have had their letters p Tf"

scrvr-d for posterity . Such !cUrTS as arc available are ch iefly official
cornrnun ica tio ns with the President or Congress. X aturallv in such
public documents the authors try to explain thei r own actions in the
most Iavornblc manner.

Another important source of information is the cont empo ra ry
pres.s, D uring the 1" 0 and a half yean; between the adjournment
of the Phil adelphia Convention and the final action of the Rhode
Island Convemion , the' merits of the Constirunon were ihoroueblv
deba ted in the state. H oweve r, most of th e a ttacks on the Consti­
t u tion in the loca l ne w1'papc:n; were simply culled from the pr~..
of other sta tes. Few of the R hod e' Island Anti-F edera lists had the
literary skill or jouma lc..tic abi lity to make the most of their position.
La ter on we sha ll q uole from the most impo rt ant orgi na l article
a J;ainsl the Co nst itut ion to a ppca r in Rh od e Island news paJX'rs.

On the other hand . there is a wealth of n mtl'mporary mater ial
presenting the Fed eralist side of the com roversv. Since the aristo­
cracy of wealth and ta lt'nt in the stare supported the Consti tution,
they ha d the experience and ability 10 wr ite able' articles for the local
pre~", Abo as a result of the extensive correspondence carried on by
leadi ng Rhode' bland Fed crali sts with frie nds and merchan ts in other
states. we han ' many le-tters explaining the reasons why the Fede ral­
ists suppo rted th e Constirurion. H

III private letters ant! lI('wspapcT art icles th e Rh ode bland Fed­
eralists continually asserted th at an a ttachm r-nt to paper ITl OIH:y was
the fundamental reason for rho state's reluctance- to aecc pt the new
form of gov cmmcm. Sonw cham pions of the Con stitut ion went so

"1'1,,· trlo.t ;nf"rrn"ti",· kiln. ar r- tt l<" Brown P<l pn S in t h,· J ohn Carl"r Hrm. 'n
Linrar\' an d th,. rorr, 'spolldn"'" of Wi!1 i;un F. ll , · r ~ · with B.·nj;u " in lI unt inl{ ton in
the R. I SC..Cr Arr h ivf"!.

far as 10 clai m that a desi re 10 defraud cred itors was the "only real
ob ject ion 10 the :\cw Con~t it ut ion: '·~ This view was widely shared
out..ide the sta te . T he letters of Washington. Hamilton, ~t adison ,

and ot hers show that the Found ing Fat hers were convinced th at
Rhod e' Island 's obsrructioni...m was the result of the hasest and mos t
dishonest motives . T he opi nions of Wash ington and ot hers outside
the sta te were ~r('atl~' influenced by the lcners from friends in R hod e
Island wh om they knew and trusted. T herefore the opinions of th e
leading- pu blic figu res outside the state' an' entitled 10 only th e same
weight that we would give to similar expn-s...ions of opinion by Rhode
Island Federalist.s.

Mention should be made, for whatever it is wort h, of the fact tha t
in the numerous loca l attacks on the Con...titution none of the articles
urged defeat of the Constitution on the specific ground that it would
pu t a stop to paper money, On the ot her hand, frequent assertions
tha t the Constitution was a trap or pint 10 benefit the rich and " well
born few" mig ht have been intended to infer this.

Some of the Federalists believed that the substantial alteration
of the state's leg-al tender law in September. 1789, wo uld remove the
chief obstacle to the ra tificat ion of the Constitution.':' It is worth
noting th at the substantial modification of th e lega l tender features
of the state papt"r mo ney system had lill ie' effect on the attitude of
the ma jority toward the Co nstitution , The debates in the Rhode
Island Ccnsuunional Co nve ntion throw litt le light on the in fluence
of paper money, for neither side made a ny men t ion of the subject."
This fai lure to disc uss the topi c may have been a result of th e altera­
tion of the sla te lega l tender law. In the Convention the Federalists
used all their tall and diplomacy to win over \0 their sidr- sufficient
"OIt'S to gain a ma jority, and he nce may ha w consi dered it expedient
to avoid ment ion or this explosive subject. In the Convention mort"

"vPlair, Talk" in {Provid ence} I.-'.s. Ch'onid~ , r-;"o.'rlllh... 29, 1787 . Sec also
;.I.·wpo, c /l n a/d , ;';o\·, ·mh... Rand 15. 17R7 : ,\ llril :I, 17flR: ( I' rovid '·nc.. ) U . S.
Ch ,onidt April 10, 1788 ,in ti ~I ay 28, 178'"1. f ur ' ;llIiL" sl 'lIn l1 l" nU in It-t1ers StC

J MllCS ~I , \- " rnumlo G n wr al W" , h in I{ IOll, J u n<' 18, 1787, ~t "" Farr a nd, T ht
R t'COT ds of Ih.. FrdH ,,1 (;on~~ntian of /787 IN,'w lI .l\Tn, 1927 ) \'.3, p. 47 : a lso
W illiam Ell"ry Co W ill i,u n O u,.r, M ;. ~ 21 , I 78'-l, Dun Pa pt" r<. N,'w York Hi, to r ir al
Sod,.ty and William Ell", }' to R,·" ja 'llin lI unt inl(ton, March to. anti J une 15.
1789.

" William EIl...y Co lI<" n j,Hllin H unnngton, ~l.lJdl Ill . 178' 1.
'''T h t olfo" FOJtn 'l Jfjn ~ tn of t hr Co n~' nJl io n l"' ld "I S ,w th 1\ in t:Jton, Hhod~

l<iand. in M IITCh 17'10. W h ic h F,,;I~d to Adup t t h~ (;on , til"liun of t ht Unittd
5 /<I /n ( Pro vid,·n..... 1'l 2'1).
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timr- was given to slaverv and the sla\'e trade than 10 an~' other pro­
visions of the Constitution . The lark of pown in Congress to control
slavery and the protect ion ,gi \T1l the slaw trade by the Constitution
resulted in severe animadversions from th e An ti-Federalists. point s
objected to by at h-ast nne supporter of the Constitut ion . ,\ mong
the amendments proposed by the Rhode Island Convention was nne
wh ich would hav e preve-nted the importation of sian 's in to the U niu-d
States " as soon as may he." H ere we have' an example of th e incon­
sistenc y of both sides Oil th e issue of sta tes rights. As was pointed
out by Benjamin Bourn. those \\ hu wished to gin- Congress com plete
a nd imm ediate contro l of slan'ry ami the sian' trad e were also att ack­
ing the Constitution on the gro und that it would destroy the SO\' ­

ercigntv of th e states."! ;\1 the same time the cha mpions of st rong
central government appealed to the state right's argum ent to justify
the Constitutional com prom ise ove r slnvery.

However mu ch we deplore the L'onstitutional provisio ns respert ­
ing slave ry and the slave trade, Con gress under the Art icles of Con­
federation could not haw pruhibitr-d th e traffi c in slaws even after
1808. T he heat ed debate in the Rhode Island Convcn non over
slaw ry and the slave trade gaH th e Ant i. Federalist." an opport unity
to shine as the champions of justire and moral ity and tended to
put the ad vocates of th e Constitution un th e defensive. Both sides
in the hitter party battles of the period were inclined to assum e that
their own act ions were dictated by purity and patriotism wh ile their
oppo nents were mot ivated b y purely selfish and ignoble considera­
tions . Hence we must crit ically eva luate letters, ncwspa per articles.
and other sta tements emanating from either side in the con flict.

Fortunately an other met hod of measuring th e influence of paper
mollt ·y on the Const itution is available. Congress had recommended
to the respective sta te legislatures tha t con ventions should be called
to consider th e new Constitution . In spite of th is n-quest , the Rhode
Isla nd legislature in February. 1788 . defea ted by a vote of 1i3 to 15
a mot ion to ca ll a convention. and instead referred the Const itution
directly to the freem en in special town me etin g." called for that
purpo!'o(~ . The submission of the Constitution to what was in effect
a popular referendum was quite consistent with the con ception of
dem ocrac y hrld bv the dominant party within the sta te, "'chave

:" I bi d, p. 48.

today not only the total vot e for and ag ainst the Constitut ion in each
town , hilt a lso a record of how eac h individual freemen east his vote
on thi s issue in all hut four of the thirty towns." This tabulat ion
makes it possible to compa re the vote on th e Constitution with severa l
vote s on paper money and related issues.

In this po pular referendum the Rhode Island freemen cast 2,708
votes against the Constitution a nd only 237 votes for its ado ption.
T he Federalists, especially in Newport and Providence, tri ed to d is­
credit the proceed ings by bo ycot ting the referendum. These ta ctics
were ado pted because the su pporter.; of the Constitution knew that
they were certa in to be overw helmingly defeated in any popular vote
on th is issue . The sign ificance of the 2.708 vote s against the Consti­
tution ca n best be understood by com paring th is vote with that ca ....t
bv the Country or " paper mo ney" party in two previous elections.

As previousl y mentioned , in the election of 1786 the paper money
partisans claimed that their party receiv ed " the greatest majori ty
ever before obta ined in this State.""a The actual vote is available
for only nine towns, T wo of these town s a re Provid ence and Newport
where a com parison of th e 1786 vote with that on the Constitution
in 1788 would he meaningless. since both sides largely abstained
from the vote on th e Constitution . In th e ot her seven towns, Gov­
crnor Collins who ran conside ra blv ahead of the remaining candida tes
on the "Landholders Prox" or thc Country Party ticket received 702
VOlt'." while Governor Greene. who was defeated for reele ct ion , had
onlv I O~ votes. In the sante towns two vears la ter 756 votes were
cast a gainst the Constitut ion and onlv 2~l ior its ratifi cation."
Th~ followin g year , 1787, the Cou;lIrYParty scored an even bigger

victory. and th is is th e only elect ion during th e period we arc studying
for whi ch we have the actual vote of the sta te as a whole. In 17A7
Governor Collins, who ag-ain po lled a la rger majority than an y of
the other cand idates on his "prox." had 2969 votes while 1141 voted
for the hard mone y candidate, William Bradford." For th e reason
indicated a bove we shall deduct the vote in Providence and Newport

""The nanlt"S of tho,e ,·o tin g yea an d nay arc missing for Bristol , Foste r, Coven­
try, a nd Ho p kinton. The na mps of th,' y..as and nan fo r all th .. " th... to w n, n'c"pt
Barr ington an d R i" hmond ar" in t h,' P" p" n Rd a ti" l>( to tI", Adopt ion of th"
Consri turion of the U nited St at es in tht' R. 1. S ta le Archives and art" p,inh'd in
Stapl"s, op . cit . p. 591-fi06. TIll" Y..a, and ~a\S for Barrino;-to ll a nd R i"hmond
ar" in th" ir n·sp'·c l ivt· Town ~,..I ,·,·t ing Rn or ds.

" Foo tn o te 37.
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" T h.. \ '01"" in the e1<-etion' of 1786 ill th .. sr\'e ll towm r-rfrrrrd 10 ~ tlO\'r a nd ill

from the tota ls of both th e elect ion of 1787 and th e refe rendum on
th e Consuunion. W e find that in the- remaini ng ~8 tow n!' the po pular
vote against rhe Constitution in 1788 was 95rr of the previous. year's
vote for Oovemor Collins. and 99r t,- of the vore received by the win­
ning Deput v Oovemor on the " paper mo ney" t icket and actually
exceeded the vot e cas t for th e ma jority' of the Country Part y cand i­
dates for th e- 19 offices filled in the stale-wide elec tion .

Experience shows th at popular votes in referenda are usua lly ron­
siderablv below that cast in genera l elections. a nd there a rt' plenty
of indic ations in the Rh od e Island tow n meet ing records. th a t a much
sm aller number of freemen usua llv attend specia l town meetings
tha n vote in annual elect ion!', There is no quest ion h ut th at th e sa me
town s and th(~ same individuals who Iavored th e papt'r money abo
opposed the Ccnstiu nion.?" On th e other hand . the above com pari­
son seems 10 ind ica te that the sentiment ag-ainst the Constitution was
noticea bly grea ter than the normal st rengt h of the Count ry Party.

The sa me tow n meet ings which expressed the ir judgmen t on the
Constitut ion also considered a peti tion from th e Societv of Friends
to repeal th e two most ob jectionable Iea tures of rho sta te papa mo ney
svstem. :\f oti \'aled by an intent ion to force the settlement of a ll
debts in depreciated pa per rnoncv. the legisla ture had shortened the
Stiltute of limitat ions to two vears on suits upon notes and book
accounts. The town meetings. which overw helmi ngly defeated the
Constitution . approved by a 1 .1f~r majorit y the petition of the Qual­
r-rs for a repeal of this limitation on suits for the settlement of debts.
As previously stated. it is a mistake to think of the Country I~any a ...
complerelv united on all important feat ures of the papt'r emission

four 10WN for wh ich we have Ih .. 178 7 \'01" compared
GOIl.l itutioll ill 1788 i. a . followl:

Town. "01...On Coll .tilul;oll Elr('tion or 1786
Xay :\Y" Collill' Grttlle

Barr inltlon :'14 9 3:1 7
Covrnt')' 180 0 148 H
r m l... 177 0 178 7
;'\;orlh K injlJ!own Iso 2 121 26
I'orl . mouth 60 12 ali 5
W... I G r....llwich 14S 2 1% 13
W;trr ..11 4 1 2

svstem. The vote to return to the old statute of limitations on suits
fo r debts was a defeat for the extremists in the Country Partv. who
were in effect trying to liq uid a te all debts at a small fract ion of the
obligation . Another issue which crea ted a division ..... ithin the Coun­
try Party .....as the much crit icized feature of the Emission Act which
made papt'r monl:'y legal tender at face value for all engagements
previously en tered into in g-old and silver, even where the creditor
had not brought suit or attempted to foreclose a mortgage. :\I any
mem bers of the Country Party favored palX'r money as a means
to t'ase taxation an d payoff the sta te debt without a pproving pa per
mone y as a tender in a ll private d eb ts. The Quakers had abo
pet it ioned for a revision of th e law in such a way as to make the
hills of credi t lega l tender on ly in case of a fore closure Cor mortgage
or sui t for debt . Although thi s. pa rt of the pet ition of the Society
of Fr iends was defeat ed by a subs tantia l major it y in the same town
meet ings whi ch defeated the Consti tutio n. the vote to continue paper
rnoneva legal te nder for all de bts was distinct ly smalle r than the
vote ~ga insl th e Constitution. Of the five towns. where the T own
:\I re t ing Records perm it a comparison between the two votes. t he
majority' against a revisio n of the legal tender act was greater th an
the majority against the Constitution in on ly on e to....-n, W est Green­
wich. This town w hich had voted 145 to ~ against the Constitution
is reco rded as unanimously against any change in the paper money
law. On the other hand. Warr en and Middletown. whi ch voted
agaimt the Constitution . .....ere fOT the modification of the legal tend­
er features of the Em ission Act. Lit tle Compton . which supported
the Constitution hy the small margin of 63 to 57. voted unanimously
to repeal the tender act. warwick. whic h had stood 140 tn;l against
the Consti tution. supported the legal tender art by 98 to 24.

Xam rallv. few creditors we re willing to accept de preciated bills
of credit a; fa re value in pa )'ment of ; debt contr acted in gold or
silver. Theref ore. as me ntioned in the pr evious ch apt er. t he d eht or ­
in order to talc advan tage of the legal tender prov isions of the law ­
was for ced 10 take the mon cy to a judge. wh o then had legal notices

M(PrO\'id" llcr) U , S , Ch'<Inid... May 10, 178 7.
- rh.. 011 ...."c .."lioll , ....11\. to ht" Go vr mor Collim. rh.. tilll iar leader of Ih ..

Coullln' Part y unti l hi, ~'OU' ill th e U pper House- of Ihr (;"Il..ral A, ... mh!)" ga ve
a majorilY 10 Ih .. molioll to r ail rh.. Rhod r !'lan d COllvrn tiOIl . T hr Go~"..mor ill
Rhod .. h la lld had lill k pow..r, and Collill' was 1101 a forrd ull..ad..r.

-45 41

El....t ion of 1787
Co llins (in·'·Il"

-4 ~ 16
187 21
173 I

,",'ilh Ihr \'Olr , 011 Ihe

702
I Sl at..

Tel!;'!' 7'n 2 7
Th.. I'on"'lOulh \'ot ~ ;. ill Ill<" R.

r ...p..... i\.. l own !o. k ..tim; R' ..-ord.
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of the tend er of paper money printed in the pr~"', .\ studv of the
Iq:::al notices in the newspapeTS gives us th e names of the debtors
who took ad vantage of thi s provision (If the law...\ com parison
of the k g-al notic es with the votes on the Co nst it ut ion ,l.:"i\TS an oppor­
runitv to test t1wFnh-ralist assert ion th at a desire to defraud creditors
was the principal reason why Rhode Isla nd opposed the Constitu­
tion. In 26 of the 30 town s we haveiln- names of 22:Hi freemen who
n-gisn-rcd their opposition to the Constitution . ;\ comparison of
th e legal notices in th e pres." with the H as a nd na vs on the Con su­
tution in the aho\'C towns sho ws that on1r iO or al, proximalely
.1'1~ 01 thr 2236 [reemen "olin,r: a!.:llinsl the Con stitu tion had dis.
charged eren oni' de bt in paper moner [(hill' 2/ or / r; 01 the oppo­
nents ol'hi' Constitu tion uerr victims 01 thr same ptll't'T mon n '
ll'nders.~i .

One fina l com pa rison is po-sihle, and that is to find ou t how
man y members of the Rhode bland Con venricn and the Rhod e
bland Legislature who opposed the Co nstit utio n ha d persona lly
tended bills of (Ted it in pavrm-nt of de bts. The fan tha t several
members of the I ,c,l.:"isla ture had done thi s was rm-ntionr-d severa l
times by the Frrh-ralist s in th e pres.~ . Although tlu- Lowe r House
of the Rhode Island General As."l'/Ilhl" seven t imex voted down
motions to call a convention 10 consi d~r the Con stitution. in onlv
one instance is then- a published roll-call vote. T his HIl t ' W ill' take~

in ~Ia rch. 1789. when the new government ha d alreadv started to
fun ct ion . The i!o."uc now was whether or not Rhod e Island should
rem ain out of the Union . Xcvcrtheless. in March , 1789, the Lower
House voted 37 to 19 ag-ainst calling a ronvr..mion ." Amonz th e
37 membe rs of th e Lower House recorded as \'ot in~ in the nega tive.
there were J who ha d settled a debt in pa per mOIl(,y. ;\ yea r la ter
among th e 32 delegates to the Rhode Island Convent ion who held
out to the biner end against th e Co nst it ut ion, then' was onlv one
who had taken ad vantage of th e h-gnl ten der law to M·tt le a d~bt. ~lI

" I t S('~ms surpri .inl( I h ~t th r d rb to rs ""h" Ir nd"d pa prr rnor ...y to th rir creditors
c,ut th eir vote-s for and ag ai nst th ,' Co nsti lUlion io a lroost Ih,· Mil... r~t i " ~s Ih r
n·,t of th,. \lO{<' " in 21. to""n. fo r ""h ich """ haw' Ilw n"n".s of Iho,, ' who ,"ote d
fo! ~':Id aJ'l"ai osl lh, ' Con.li lu tion. HO"""" rr , th ,' nUOlhrr (5) \".Iiol': for the Con­
. I,t ut ,on IS W small that it woul d be· da 0l': " ro" s 10 draw am' r ond ".ioo. 00 Ih..
ha , i, o f so fr"" ,"ot"I . .

" ( Pro\lid("ot:!,) U . S . C hwnit/.., March t<" l i8Q .
- T h.. roll call \ '01.. in Ih.. Rhod .. Isla od (:o n'-" " Iio" on the- ra liliu lion of th..

Constitu tioo i, in Stapl.... oJ>. c il. p. 672.

In comparing the vote of the Count ry Part y with th e vote on
the Constitu tion we should rem em ber that this part y had other
objec tives in additio n to a desire to improve th e position of the
debtor class. The strong- suppo rt giveu to thi s party by the co untry
towns was ca used primarily by the la rge sta te debt and th e crushing
burden of direct taxes levied to meet the Continental requ isitions.
Since the puhlic securit ies were hl'in,!;: sold at a small fraction of their
origi na l value , th e great ma jorit y of vote rs, a ll ta xpayers. were
opposed to payment of interest o r principal at fare va lue. By forcin g
the owner of the sta te securities to accept de preciated bills of cred it or
Iorfeit his securities the sta te debt was la rgely repud iat ed and the
burden of tax ati on was reduce d . There are indicat ion s th at after th e
new Federal Gov emmcm sta rted to function, the chief eco nomic
argu ment again.,t the Co nstit utio n was the high tax es wh ich were
expected to belevied on land and polls to pay the public debt and th..'
hig h sala ries of the Fed eral o fficia ls. In other words, unprecedented
taxes on land and polls were to a considera ble extent responsible for
papcr money. and the fear of similar taxes was [0 a larg-e extent
respo nsible for Rh ode Island 's op position to the Co nstitution.

In J an uary. 1790 . when the election of delegat es to the Rhode
Island Con vention was held , the hi,l.:" iSM!C in th e prt·....~ was th e fundin g­
of the national debt . Hamilton's First R eport on tlir Pu blic Credi t
had appea red , ami the debates in Congress on th e financin g of the
Continental de bt a nd the proposed assumption of th e sta te debt
received major attent ion in the prcs....:~' The establishment of the new
Federal Govem mern with wh at a ppe ared to the taxpa ~ers as exhor­
hitant sal aries a L<;() provided the opposition with a new ammun ition
against th e Co nstit ut ion."! It should be noted that in Rh od e Island
public sala ries ha d always bee n \ery low and in ma ny caSt'S nonex­
L...tent. In the mo nt hs immediately preceding the final action of the
Rhode Island Convention a number of a rticles on th e propriet y of
land a nd poll taxes appeared in the press, In several of these ar t icles
the Federalists tried to answer th e "i n flamarorv Puhlirntions" ag'ai nst

'" ( Provid ,·oc..) "[h .. U , S. Chronicl.. of F"hru<lry I I, 17!)(j r:Hri ..~ ~n ~ d\"" r li,, ' _

rn..m ~ ta tin~ th at th.. pr inll 'r of till' Ch wf/icl.. has co pi.., of Ib ",ilt oo' , Report
fo r , a l,.. B..fo r.. Ih i. dat,· il had b'TIl slIllllna r i/...d io th r pn''',

Ol~ .......pon ,II"'CII' )'. Scpterntx..r 16, aod DI'cr rnbe'r 2, 178" : ;H1 d Provid - nc..
C QaIU • .-\ug ust 15, 22, Oetobc- r 17, and D,·n ·mhn 12, 178'1: :;-.; ....·po rt H n ald .
:;-';O\·.. rnbc-r ty, t 78'1: I' ro, idr nc.-\ t ·. S. Chwnir/.., Onohrr tS, 178", J a nua r ~ I ~
a nd f ..bruan 18, t7 11Q.
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th e Federal Sa la ries and defended th e justice of lan d and poll t axe:>.~~

W riting to George \\'a.<;h in~on only a mont h before the Rh ode
Isla nd Legisla ture fina lly ra iled the Converuicn to act on th e Con ­
stinnicn. j abez Bow rn- a lead ing Fede ralist and form er Depu ty
Govern or of the state-s-explained the opposition to the Constitution
as follo.....s :

The Towns of Xewporr Providence Bristol etc. with the- whole
Mercantile inte rest in the other Towns in the State are Federal. while
the Farmers in general are against it. Their oposition arises principally
from there bei n~ much in Debt, from the Insinua tions of w irked and
designing :\fcn that they will loose their Libcn v in adopt ing it : tha t the
Sallervs of the National Offirr-rs arc so wry high that it w ill take the
wholr- of the ~to ll l ' y Collected by the Impost to pay them. that tln­
Inn-est & principle of the Ccncral Debt muvt !J{' rai-ed by I)ry Taxa tion
on Real Estates, etc... ~.:j

Un like th e is.<.;lle of pa per money. .....h ieh w as igno red ill the Rhode
Islan d Convention. the q uest ion of d irect ta xes all land and po lls
received considera ble attention. This is sho ..... n hy the debates and also
by the Amendments to th e Constitution proposed by th e Convert­
tion."! The Sevent h Amendment states: " T hat no capitation or poll
tax shalt rve r he laid by Congress." The Eighth Amendment propose.<;
that in case of di rect taxes Congress shall first make requisitions on
the states. who will he free to raise the sums "in such way and ma nner
as the legislatures of the severa l sta te,'; shall judge best;" and only if
the state docs not pa y its proportion shall Congress di rect ly assess
and collect the tax to cove r the requisition. The former Amendment
had been originally suggested by the Xr-w York Convent ion and the
la tter in essence had been adopted by six of the other state Convcn­
t ions. Evidently the Rh ode Island Convention did not consider th e
above Amendments sufficient. for among four Amendments proposed
only by Rhode Island we find the following : "That Congress sha ll
lay no direct taxes, wit ho ut the assent of the legislat ur es of the three­
Iou n hs of th e states in the Un ion ."

Sum marizing the economic reaso ns for Rhode Isla nd's relucta nce

"' Providl'ncr Gtl:~II~, Octo!>", 17, li8'l and :\r",port .Uneur )' July 1, I ill!) .
S,'c also " O !>sn vn X" and "XI" n'print"d froIll th .. Amnicfl~ Mereur)' in th,
Provid"ncf' G"o~lI~ of J anua ry lfi and Fcbrua ry I, 17(jO.

"'J abl'z Brown 10 G,·org, · Wa,hin"lon, D'·({·lllh... 15, 1789. Do(um~~I(lty
His/o r)' o f Ih~ CO~lli'ulion, v . 5, 1" 22fi .

" T hc CQmpkt<- Anwnd"wnls llnd Bill of Ri" h t< propos..d hy lh,' Rh"d,' h land
Conwntion M"" in Stapll's, op. (II . pp. 674-ti80.

to adopt the Constitution, it would a ppea r tha t a fear of heavy taxes
on land and polls probably influenced 1110re voters than any other
single economic factor. Since there were many different features of
the state paper money system on whic h the great majority of the
Rh ode Island voters ranged from .<;trong .<;upport to .<;trong opposition.
one m ust consider the effect of each feature on the Constitution
separately.

I. It is clear that a major reason for the Rhode Island hostil ity to
th e Constitution was a fea r of heavy d irect taxes on land and polls.
T hrough the payment of the state securities in depreciated paper
mnnrv the burden of taxation on the Rh ode Island freemen had been
conside rab lv lighten ed . Th is was the primary reason for the pa per
mollt' y emission, and in this sense papf'r money had an important
in fluenc-e Oil th e Constitution.

2. T he fear of pap er money tenders led a majority uf creditors
to avoid the foreclosure of mortgages and suits to collect debts. ~1a I1 Y

debtors undoubted ly wished to continue what was in effect a mora­
torium on debts. T his situation was largely changed nine months
before Rhode Islan d fina lly adopted the Co nstitution. Even after the
substantial mod ification of the legal tender law the great majority
of the Rh ode Island vote rs continued to oppose the Constitution.
This opposition wou ld seem to indicate th at the desire of the voters
to continue a moratorium on debts was not a decisive facto r in
exp laining the long delay hefo n- Rhode Island ratified the Con­
stitu tion.

3. Since on ly 3j{- of those who voted ag ainst the Co nstitu tion in
Rhode Island had ta ken advan tage of the legal tender fea tures of the
law to force paper money on their creditors, it would seem that a
desi re to d efrau d the ir cred itors cou ld haw influenced only an insig­
nifica nt minority of Rh ode Island freemen.

[to h.. condud,-dl
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T he A pril i!'.~m" of Th e A mrrican X rptunr co ntain!'> an art icle
ent itled "Arab Dhows of Easrem Ara bia ." by Richard LeBaron
BOh en. j r ., Ph .D.. a member of the Rhod e b land H istorical Socictv.
The d how is t he Inn-en-r igged s..a i l i n .~ craft used hy t ilt' A rabs in th e
Red Sea . the Ind ian D ee-an, an d th e Persian Gulf.

The arti cle l-: i\TS a cornprr-hcn-ive !'!ory of how the Arabs sail
the ir d hows and is proba bly one (If tln- [ew accounts o( the sa i l in~

ha bits of t his nat ive ~roll p . D r. Bowc'lI s lIgg:~ts thai t he la teen ri g
ma v han ' been introd uced into t he Mcdin- rrnnean SC'a hv t he :\ [m ­
(em's in the seventh rcn turv of the Christia n era . Al ter its introd uc­
lion into the Xlcd in-nanean the la teen sail was the dominant ri.g
for over a th ousand vea rs and is commo n to this da v. T he earle
Pisans and \ 'en (' l i a n~ adopted the ri~ for th eir fighl ing ga !le\'s. rnanv
of wh ich sailed a ~a in~t the ~I o~lems in th e Crusades. Dr'. Bowe~
011:-0 in troduces a tu-w th('Or~ that the Persians ori~i nall~ de veloped
tIlt' latee n ri ~ in the Persia n G ulL \\ here the ~Iosl t"ms fiP.'t d iscove red
a nd assimila ted it. lat er to spread it throuuh thei r dom ai n as a pa rt of
their own r uh un-.

~ Ir. R" d kn . din"llor of the ,··)o(- i {' t ~ . has had a number uf spea k­
inl.{ cn~agTm( ·nt~ during the spring : Busines s and Prufe~..ional
Women at (; r;l(e Church. Brown l ' niH n;ity Chapel. Rota ry Club.
'I t. Vernon l.... llI,ge. no . 4. F. & . \ , ~ t.. and Gaspee Chapter. D. A. R,
Xl r . ~ I onah(lll . Libra rian. has spoke-n to the Xorth Providence Lions
Club. Bristol fl i ~tori ,a l S(K i l·t~, an d at Kingston. ~ Ia",,,,,,c h u!'elts ,

A numbe-r of nu-ctinus in addition to the 1ectlllTS of the Socictv
and the state-d nu'('til1 /-:~ o f till' R{)~( 'r William s F:IITl i[\' ,\ ",.."ria t io;.. .
and the S(Kil'ty (I f ~l a ~nO\" er Ik "l't'llda nt." han ' h(Tn held at j oh n
Brown Hou se. The«- include the Sha kr-speare Hr-ad ..\ ",..ociation,
janua ry 13; J.,·,,/-: u,' of women \ ·utn~. J anuary 18 and ~Ll\ ~O;

Smith Co llt,!::t, Cl ub , J anuary :!O; Providr-n r-e Cou nty Uardcn C:luh .
Fcb ru arv 10 and ~lan'h 10 ; .~ 111 ~ t .f tho:' American Revolut ion . Feb­
ruary 22; Ame rican .'\","ociation of Universitv women. ~ I arc h 14 ;
Societv of Co lonia l Dames. ~I a rc h 17; Xa rrazan-en Arr he-oloair-al
Society. ~blrch JO: Girl Scour Council a nd Leaders. .\ priI S ; Block
Isla nd Hist orical ~Kit,ty . .-\pril :!.J; Pmterv and Ponclain Cl ub.
.vpril 2i a nd \la y :!5; ~t"\\ London-Provid en ce Doll and T oy Col­
lectors C lub..\I ay I.J : .\n tiqut"S Club. \ I a ~ 18; anti C.lt 'IIllN'U:......t·
Associa tes, j un e I;).

T he Xt"wcolllen Society of Xort h .\ mnira hotlllf('d Brown and
Sha rpe ~f anllfa rt urill K Company a nd its preside nt , IIt'nry Dexler
Sha rpe. a l a dintlt'r nlt't'l in~ at th e Sq uan tu m C lub on ~I a y 4- . ~ Ir.

Sharpe, fonnn prn idt'llt of the Rhod e bland H i~ t () r ir il l Soriety.
n '('(lul1ted man y of th t' t"\Tnts of h i ~ aS~ I("ia t i(ln with this intn na­
lion a lh" known n mr n ll for fifty-fivc \I·a r~ .

The So,icty has a ided museums hy lending Irom its collect ion s
in-ms to he d i ,"pl<l ~t'd in exhibitions. TIll' nil pa intin g h~' \f ichek
Felice Corne, Bom ba rdment of T ripoli in l 80·!. wa~ at The Art
Inst itul e of Ch i( a ~n fro m .-\ pri l ~ I t hruu~h J une 19 in an exhibi tion
of .-\ meric;lIl pa intin~ . l'ih-er, and a rchi tect ure (rmll 16;,0 to the
War of 18 12. knm\ll a~ "'From Colnn y to ~at ion : ' .-\ num twr of
hi~toric a rtido were k nt to Rhod e bla nd Statt" Collq::e fur a di~play

in connection wilh the (,Ir.-erYanre of Rhode Island 's Indepo:'ndence
n~t y.

The Preser vat ion S()riet~ of 1\t·\\po.-l Count y ill roopcratiun with
t he Chamber of Commerce is olr('fi n~ to summer \'i~i t( ,rs to ~I'W port
tht' opportun ity to \'i~i t ~ix pri\"a tt· and pub lic huild in l.{s, re prt"sc·nt ing
:\'t'wpo rt's ric h ;m-hiteClural hcr ita !::e . Special nhihits ;If(' in the
followin g huildi ll~ry;, : Wanton bm;lIl Hal ard Housc', Old Colon\'
HOll~. ' j'riniIY C hurch. \ r hitehail, T ouro Syna,~o~lIl· . lfunto:'r Huu.......
the Breakt·r<. ilnd thl' 8 reaken. !'>tilbl~, .,\ lthlJU t::h ~in~ lt" admi",...ions
Illa\' he p urch,\snl tn eac h hou1'(·. a special combi nation lit·kel will
1)(' a\'.li1able (ad ults : S:!.50. ifl(- Iud in~ tax; child ren: .~ l .lMJ ) , T hIN'
i lller~ted in scTuring more dl·ta ilnl informati on may ohlain a (-ir­
t'ula r of infofltMtion at Joh n Brown HOllse.

• • •
Tht" CO'UIl 1."t 'II ~~ )( : ,\s.<;ocia iioll ha,,, ITtTntl y ta kt'll lilla l t itle' to

thl' h isto ric Rid\;tn! Smith Block Hnllst· Ilear Widd " n l. ~1t'(' t ill g- 1J1l

\lay 19. the t r ll ~lt'I ' S of the A~~ l( - i a l io ll n .ted tn ITturn to the nltk r
~pel l i n~, CUClI mJ(lUWL a fonn t! eN'r fn tha t l'mployn l h\· RU/-:l'r
Williams and Rit h:l.fd Smi th alltllllt' olle used by t ill' L"ptlikt' b.m ily.
\\ ho owned t lw t'~ l alt' Ih rout::huut th e ~rc'a l po:-r iod of t lw ~;\rra g"a n!'t"tt

rlan t t'f~. (:. p , ,I.
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.lIa r('h I. 1919 - .llny 3 1. 19 / 9

~ Ir. Thoma- A. Buffum
x- ..... pOlt . It , L

~Ir . Edward J.. C lifford
~ Iiss Helena Hope Gammel l

Ea.t (;rrrnw ;,'h, R. L
~Ir. Role-n Hall' In's Canulldl

Booton. Ma \\ .
~ Ii~, ~f a r~a r('( F. jacque-

Pil"' t uckr l. R. I
.\t n>. Lawrence Lanpher
.\Ir:-. C. Gordon .\f"dKOO
.\tr. Lewis S . .\f ilncr
.\ fr. Willi illTl .\t ~ lTs. Jr.

_\ Ir. Bernard J. (f:\eill

~ I r. \'. Geor.l{\· Rus riuian

.\Irs. ErrH'st F. Sa lisbun

.\Ir. W illiam P. ShdTidd
='cWIK>tt , R. I ,

Il r . Wi lliillTl B. S hepard

Xlr . Robert ~Ii Hw.ly Sherman

.\I i:>..';' R uth E. Slade

~ Ir . Carl Van f)orl"1!
:" r"" Yorl . ='. Y

~f r. Edward W in·.or

J. I IIIUR Y H o r-ns
Vlon. through Fri. 9 :00 to 5 :(1(1

Tuesday even ing . 7 :0 (1 to 9 :(1 0
Sunday afte rnoon . 3:()(1 t il 5 :(1 (1

.-\( :C ESSI O :\S
Fro m Bradford F. Swan . f:J !!.o lo1l .!!.t'Il ,·a/o!!. \,. l i{i"!.19:? i . courpih-d

hy J....,,' Edgr-rton .
From ~I i" Eli...l F. W. T aft . T h,' "am,' and [amilv v f T a ft . rOIllJlil.-d

h~ ti lt' :\kd ia Re-ea n-h Burr-au. wa-hington. D. C. \ t ~ po:'d).

By pnrrha-,c. r o, kjhi ,.. 1"·di !!., ....J. PI'. 3 (T .Z) Harlcia n S.1('i,·t~

publica tion .
From ~1 " . Ruth S. D. Ed dy. .\lQ/ .\' lI'a" O I T " / Il. hy j ,lIlW~ Ha yden

Tuft , .
By ('Xdl;I!ll:W. Wi fll hrop paprH. v. ,c) . 16-FI- l fi,I(I.
By purr-hav-, lJ()Tdn/ ~"'lrah, !!.) ' ( mic rofilm]
(;ift o f H. . R. Potter . Three pit'(·." of Indian pottery, taken from till'

grnuml llil Ib rrington Parkwav at lnn-rloc-hr-n Road.
Cift nf Pa u l C . Nicholson. Lr-tn-r "ook of till' I'rnvidl·llf(' \\' ,l,hington

IIN /ra tHT Corllpany, july. IRl.'i-Ikc., 1810.
From Br;ldford F. Sw,m, '1'1", lif" of Judah '1'0 /1 ' 0 . by 1."011 H uhm-r .
Gift of tlu- a utho r. Th ,' Pt" ";"J family, by Dr . Vidor J. Andrew , ~l" .

From W. C . Roclkcr. T h,' fill" of [ ohn G ood/ in S .·:.' F ,,!!.fall d,
From J. R. Cu-hman. Blankr-t from tilt' Ha rri, family : Ill' . order-

i-cued 10 e 'll t. j amc- Willi.1m, by Col . Sanford Brandl of 2nd Rn: . of
~I i l i li a , ~I 18 1810.
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