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G FOlua: .\ 1. COHA:-; :\Iem or; a l Boulevard in Pr ovid ence is not the
first st reet named by a Providence C ity Council (o r a na tive son
dis tinguished 0 11 the stag e. Ash croft Street. running Irom Richm ond
10 Elbow. t he st re e t where he was horn . \ras nam ed aft er Billy
Ashcroft. a popular negro minstrel c11(1 man (If the late nineteenth
cent ury. With D ick Sands. anothe r local p roduct . he sha red th e
billing. C bam pion Clog Dancers of the W orld. But Billy Ash cr oft
was nearly as well -known for a son~ he wrote and sang as for his
da ncing.

I t wa s calle d I' m CO;",:; to P1a{'(' -tty Xcme . lb01 't' the Do or, and it,';
popu larit y lasted int o th e pre~t'Ilt reuturv. Ashcroft d id pla ce his
"name above the door" bv g:oin~ to England ( where negro min sm-lsv
wa s a lso widel ~ popula r ) , marryin g an English girl. and ber-oming
owner of a theater in Belfast. Ireland. H e m ad e moru-v . gi\'ing for ce
tn t he stlng'~ ~t"colHl li nc, " In fact I should han ' don e it lon g before."

For nearly sixty yea rs. from 1B4J to th e beginnin g of the pre~ent

ren t urv , negro minstrelsy. th e only theat rical enterta inment origi
na ting in Ameri ca , was the most popula r form of stage show. Man v
stage stars received their ea rly tr a inin g ill min-ueb v. an d minstrel
acts forme d th e ba sis of the va rictv shows , wh ich follow ed it. ;"1insm-l
stars had the a tt rac tion of pn'st'nt day moyi e stars. E HIl small boys
(" Tr~ where orga nized minstrels Ior neighbo rhood jU H Il ilc audien ces.
Providenc e had a number of m instrels. severa l of the best known
minst re l companies bein g man aged by local men .

..~ t r. lkld wr ,,,,o t,.. "" ar ticl.., " O ld RO<'ky Point ," in lh~ .-\pri l, l'll8 , i,,,It·
o f I<h od~ I sl,," <1 H is/o r)'.
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In one season in the I RliO'!" a t least fifteen roa d org-aniza tions---
r-irr uscs, va riety combina tions, a nd minstrel shows -c-iniriared tours
[rom Pr ovidence. Providen ce \\ as onr or the most popular minst rel
towns in th e roun trv. ~I imtrd sho ws had record rum in the Inca I
th eatres. ofn-n beginning- the S<.'a~lIl in Auc:mt and ending it in late
june : and in good S('"a~m~ some of th em even plaved retu rn engag!'·
m erit s .

Thc' Providence Opera lI ou~' opcrn-d th e IRTi ~'a~," on :\u ~u~t

10 with Haverlv's .\ Iin~t rds, so on followed bv Harlow and Wilo;o l1 \
~ lin~Hd~ : th e Rentz :'o l instre'ls ; :'o lorri!' Brothers :'o l instrds: HarllJ\\ .
Wil~lIl ,l'r ill1 rosc, and Wc'st's :'0 Iin-t rcls : ami finall y till' Sa n Frand sclJ
.\ li nstn·ls- six compa nies in run- seas on. a ll playin.g to g(Mld husi nt'.' ''.
Calk-ndr-r's Georg-ia :'o lin strels, managed hy the father of Harry Cal
lend n , long a box office man in local theaters and later supcriu
teude-nt nf the Elks' Horne on \ \"ashin" on Street, closed Harrin gjun's
Opera Housr- nn the site of the pre's('1l1 Cit y H all. Oil August I , IH74.
The last show staged in the Acadc'my of M usic. a I()n ~ hall on the
third Iloor of the Phoenix Buildin g, located on \\"estminstn Street
op posite Orange, was the O ld Dominion Minstrels. O n o!wr 7, R,
and 9, IR7R.

From 18·U when Virginia :'o l instrel" started the :'ol ill"t rcl rrnzc
that s\\ept the ro un t rv. until the: phonograph and radio ramc in,
Ameri ca lea rned many of its popular songs from XegTO minstrels.
This of cou rse was a time whe n amu sements were fc\\· and when
singing around the family organ in the parlor was popular. :'olinstrd
soloisto; sometimes used the same ~ng for sever al ~ea r.<.

:'o l an y of Stephen Fo-n-r's !'t'lll.gs were first heard in the black b( t:

circle. which ope ned the minstrel show. Old Folks at [l omr was
\nitten for Christy's :'o linstrt'!s and was first pllbl i~hed with E. P.
Christy's name as com ptN'r. Dixit', wrillen hy Dan Emnwll one
rain y Sunday in IR:·19 as a " wa lk-a round," ( Ihe march nf th e min·
stn'[s ('ndin,t::" the first pa rt ) for Bryant's :'o l imlreb, was SlIll.\!; by
Emnwtt l'wry niA"ht of til{' nim' years' nm from HG 9 to IH!lH in
Nl"w York , t'Xfept durin.t::" the Ci\'il War . when it was forbidden
Iwcallse it had beell adopl ed by the Soulhern Conkdera,-y.

J{ar(hinl! Th wu p, h CeOT~if1 and It'hn l Thi! Cr ud lI"llr lJ O ur,
bot h popul;u Ci\-il Wa r son~. \ \Tre' introd tKed h~ th e' m instrt'i ..... Dan

Reed and Dave Brv.uu . as it da rkv and his wench, for four hundred
nig-hts .".ang- Shoo F1\", [Jon', Hodder .lIt' in Brvam's :'olim trd s. Thr-v
J::"ot the song- from Ileleh ant \-and Henefer. tW~l Providence m instrel~ ,
wh ose lon g career is now remem bered for their lat er whitt' face
prod uct ions Fun on the Bristol, th e first musical romedv. ILo; scenes
were la id on the' Hristol-Xew York Sound steamer hu ilt in 1867 for
the Bristol Line to :'\t ' W York , a competitor of the Fall Rive r Line.

One nig ht in 1863, d uring- the d ark est pe riod of th e Civil Wa r.
a negro mins trel in whi te face, wearing th e blue unifunn of the
Union anny a nd rarryin.\!; a mu sket with fixed ba voucr, marched to
front center of tile' staJ.:t" uf a Brooklyn theatre where Hooley's
~ linstrels wcrr- pla ying an en gagement that lasted seve ra l yea rs.
Leaning on hi." musket , he san g for the first tinu - il son ,~ tha t found
insta nt rr-ho in tile" lu-nrts IIf his list('flt'rs - T l'IlIill,l..' fi ll III " Old C am p
Grnnnd.

:\bny are ti ll' twart " that are wea ry tonigh t.
\,"i~h i llg for thr- wa r to cease.
:\fany an- tln- hearts that are looking Ior tile' K i~h t.

T o S('t· thl" d awn o r Peace.

He sang that ~JIlg ('\ t' r~ night fur more than two ~ t'a rs; th e co unt ry
s..l ng- it for more than a generation.

Some of thc' minst rel soloists lat er won fame in ot her field". Ir a
D. Sa nkev. \\ ho s..ll1g- the hymn s and led th e hig- gospd choruses d uring
his nearly thin v veers" a....socia tion with Dw ig-hl L. ~Iood~' a fter 18iO
( while :'ofood y and Sankey were world famous cvaneeli-ts}. was a
popular baritone ha llad singer in Cam pbel l's ~I inst rc'b in his vuunzer
(tl~" , under th e na me (;('Org(' j ulian . Gt'or g(' It Frothingham
(If The Bostonians . premier conce rt quartette of th e' nineti es. had
Ix-cn a minstrel bas."C).

~lan y kadin.g- pla ~("T S on the American stage in thl' latter half of
the Iasl ("(,Iltury a nd ea rly )"t'ar.< of this on (' sta rt('d in hla ck[are.

:'o l imlrclsy was l"( 'spomihlc e\-ell for two InnA" lin'd stagc' fa \'(lr ites
or j\'rw England muntry life, The Old {f om nlt'lld and TIll' Co unl ry
PrJ ir. Dur in.1!; hi" yt'<lf!" as a minst rel end man Ik nrna n Thompson
dc\"C'lopC'd h i ~ .h<lf;jr{('r of j osh ua Wh itcomh ill Th r Old {fnrl1 ('!!('ad
h om a skit he pla yl'd at thl' Thealre C umiqu c in I'rm 'ide!1 ce ; Aei l
Bur .ges$ ('"\·olwd his popular Aunt Abig:a il in Th r COlUl trv FiliI' from
th e negro \\C'nch 11<" had pla ~("d in the minstn'l suomi part .



In their voungcr dan, Charles. Da niel. and G ustaf Fro hman... ho
during thr 'll:ay nineties munaued the leading theat res in Xew Yor k
anti the OUTstanding stars of the America n and English stac:e, \\l'n'

minst rel advance men or managers. [Ianiel Frohman' s first theatre
work was in Providence, ill advance of the appea rance here uf the
Georgia ~l i ll~lrds in the -urnrncr of 18H. T his was thc' original
t roupe of negroes Dan's bro ther Gus was its manager for right or
nine vr-ars. It .. as one of the most popula r trou pes on the road.
especially among- the colo red peo ple in th e Sou th. Dcspiu- their
euler, the real negro rnin sm-ls always blacked up with burnt cor k.

Charles H. Duprez. who 1)('1-: ,1fl and ended h is amusement rareer
in Rhode Island, coming here from his native Xew Hrun swirk , is
credited with ori .l;"in<l tin g- tile' min strel parade, which in th e da ys
when men stopped work from 1I00 n unti l one o'cloc k to cat
a suhs tnntia l dinner, was a hi1-: a t trac tion. It started at the th eatre
where the minstrels were playin1-: and was headed by th e minst rel
h rns.. ha nd , " Doubles in brass" read the " ~ I instrel At l .ile-n v" ads
in the Kew York Clipper. and even if a man d id not pla y, Ill' could
ca rrv an instrument a nd go through th e motion!'. But nearl y a ll of
th em co uld play prett~ ~.-cl l. especially afte r the s-eason was far
enough advanced 10 give rhcm pract ice. Some minst rel ha nds were
accounted rca llv good. evert in the days ..... hen Provid ence had four
or five brass band!' ami manv smaller places had at least nne.

T he parad e was headed by a hanner bearing the name of the
minstrel compa ny in large, or-nate lettering. It was r-arricd by a bov
wh o was visibly impree-cd not only with his job h ut abo with the
recullt'l·t ion that it was brincinc him a pass for that nig ht'!' show.
The parades of D uprcz an d Benedic t's Xew O rlean s \l instrds were
lu-adrd In two Da lmat ian coach do~. a breed then r,ITI" here. The-e
doW' strained at a leash hdd h~- a small t'olo red hoy. T tU' 1\\'0 dogs
l'ar h wnre a crim!'(lll bla nket 011 \\hich in lett ers of c:old was the
name of tht· company. T hey got plellty of exerciM", for I>llprt'l. St~ l1 t

th t'lll a ll O\"(T town ill th e aft erTloollS. Duprl'z was olle of the ft-w
minslrel rnan ap;ers who d id not play in his own !'ho \\". Ht' was a
hox olTin' man and thl' Shrl' wJl'!'t publicity man ill the hll sines,.... Hr
ori ..::-inat<·d man y innoya tiulls thai wcre gl'ncrally adopted, includi ng'
Ihe parade. the ban d , and la ll'r, pa rade uniform!' fur a ll the lll in~trds .
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Lrw Bened ict, (or lihl"t'll ~('an; hi!' partner. Wil!i a popular end man
w ho came [rom Pa wt uc ket.

Behind the banner carne the minstrel band. the earlier ones dis
ringuished from the other minstrels only by their instruments. There
was a pleasant lillie- r-u-tom among many of the small beys of Provi
donee. " hell a bra:>.'" band headed C\"tTY pa rade and when parades
were frequent here. of stationing themselves wt' 1J with in evesighr b ut
Ollt of rea ch of playa !' using a win d instrumen t. T hen . when th e
pa ra de sta rted. CMh hoy would produce a lemon or a juicy. drippin g
:-OU T picklrc-.n big two-centr- r-c-whi r-h he would suck after first
a ttracting the att enti on of his victim. The sight would make the
player's mouth wat er . thereby ca using sour note!' whi ch sometimes
took effect at a o-itiralp-riod . But the ho y!' never did th is to the mi n
strel ban ds, another ind icat ion of how minstrel s were regarded in th e
da ys wh en th e hor se cars had st raw on the floor to keep feet warm
in th e winter.

In later vears the min strel bands wore distinct ive costumes. Du prez
introd uced' the custom with Duprez and Benedict 's :-;ew Orleans
Mi nstrels. which he head ed for twenty ~Tar.; durina which it was
one of the most successful companies on the road. It was Duprezs
second minstre l company, the first being Dupree and Greene's
~lin !'trels. formed in Providence with J.A. Greene ( brother of "Eph"
Greene a well-known local cha racter ) a!' his. p.1. nnC'r. This compan~

placed summer encaaemcnts at Rock y Point's Fore-t Ci rcle in the
IB60"s. ta king: to the roa d in the fa ll.

T wo by two, or if th e company was a larJ:::C' nne, three ab reast,
spaced to rover th e srree t's width. the minstrels ma rched. Each man
wore a tall ha t, a t first of blac k fu r or silk, but later of tan clot h to
match his topcoa t. EH'ry man carried a cane , a dree.. aCC<"s.~ory thl'n
ca rried only by the ~,nlid nw n of the community on Sundays. Blalk
tro w,en completed the co!'tume.

\"hen othe r!' imitaln! his parade costllllH'!', Dupre/. designed more
!'plTlacu lar OIl("S hy addin,1:: dark broad cloth ra pt's lined with red
sa t in. the front thrown ha rk O\"t'r th e shouldn on ('itlwr side to show
th e brillianl lin ing. \\'1lC'n a good looking man with a ha ndle-bar
lTl usta,he camc~ aloll.L: in a n ou tfit like thai. hl~ roll~'d I'H' ry !xlY'!'
ambition to bt· a min~trd when he grew up .
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h is lef t held ta m bourines. those on his
rig-ht having a pair of bonev in each
hand. In earlier days t h('S(' were curved
bones from a rib-roast, whose- rhvthmic
ratt le played a tune like that of .1 drum
nWL In later davs hl ar k walnut or
ebonv bones were used . .\ Iam ..mall
boys made a pair from the' Sundae
roas t a nd lea rned 10 rattle them in
time. The ruu k- of the hones and ta m
bourincs marked IIU' up" ning flou rish
of th e minst rel shIm,

At car-h end of th e front row of min
stn-ls was an em pty chair with briuht
sa tin covcr inu or, after Duprcz set th e
precedent. two cha irs. These were (or
the en d me n , the sta rs {If minstrelsy,
wh o were give n individual introduc tion- ali I h l'~ r-un-red to a flourish
by the orchestra...\ ... the end men rame on stage, nn e hy one the en tir e
front row of minstrels rose. and remained sta nding until the end men
had ta ken their v-ats. Then the interlocu tor ....id. " Ge nt lem en. be
seated," and thr- -how sta rted wit h a joke by an end man. using th e
interlocutor as foil. The firs t pa rt was a ru nning dialogue of jo kes
ht' twcen end nu-n and the middleman. inter rupted 01 1 intervals by
!',uloists. the entire nllllpany joining in lH'arl~ all the choruses.

The ballad :-i ngt'n; in th e fin·t pari sang mOlitly or horn e. mo ther.
a nd dead sweet hearts. for they too k thei r pleasure, Md ly then. Dick
\\'amho ld of the Sa n Fra ncisco .\ li m tre L... \\ a li [amou... (or his ~Jllt:",

ll ear .\/ olho , / Come /lom r a nd H . I'c'rcy sang Do T hey T hink of
.H r (II //onie? in C ellr,l::"c Chri... ty's \I inlitr d s a t the' .-\eademy of .\ I tlsi('
in 1863. Ch ri-rv's Xlinstrr-ls made IJfl rlin ,~ Xt'lir C ra r popula r for
~ (' an; from one end of the count ry to the ot he-r, ,l1 tho tl.c:h it wa ... lnu-r
ne glected unt il its rev iva l in vaudeville in I~ Jl7, Richa rd 1- J ost:,
nne of the late r balbd i ~ t s . was noted for his sin,ll; iTlg of W ilh • III ller
Faults. / L01'1' ller Sl ill. and mnr r- Clipt'l"ially for Sitrcr Thread s
.'lmo llg Ihl' Gold , Il l' \\ ;\ S a cont ra -It'nol' with lllll'q llakd ability to
main tain high noh·s.

T he fiT~ t palt elHk d "i th a " wa lk a round," ill \\ hk h all t he fronl
row mill ~t rds fullU\\( 'd eM h other lip and down the Hage, ending
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In l8iO Dupree b roke min strel trad ition by p resenting four end
men ire-teed of t he usual two. T wo of the Iour were arnonz the
brightest li~h l.<; in min-trclsv-c- Lew Benedict and H ughey Dou gherty,
fam ed for his stump speeches. The other two wen' GI('a~ Jn and
Reynolds. who opened the ~h(m while Bened ict's a nd Do ugherty's
chain; rema ined empty.

D uprcz sct another preced ent in tha t seaso n of 1870 by taki n~ his
com pany of rwr-ntv -cight fro m Philadelphia when' they had pla yed
for fourt een mon ths, to Sa n Francisco. where he paid .$10,000 in
go ld ror four weeks ' rental of the' California T heat re and took in
$2.000 Oil the first nigh t. The min str els turn ed people away ('"cry
nig ht, both here and at m ining tow ns in the interior . It was nn e of
th e most profitable seasons C\Tf known by a ny minstrel company.
Duprcz and Brnedin 's Mi nstrels we're con sistent m OTl t')' makers
throu gh two de cades. yet when Dupree died at the Rhode Isla nd
Huspitul in A ugust, 1902. in his scventv-scvem h year, he had little
mOlwy. H e had lost heuvilv in tf)i ng to again popula rize a run-down
hotel in Lowell ,

He spent the summers from 1892 to 1902 at shore resorts on
Narracanseu Bay, handling am usement feat ures. H e brou gh t the
first Fe-rris wheel in R hod e Island to Rock y Point, " here he had

sta rted more than 30 year.; before with
a Spanish ca rrousel, an early Iorm of
me rry -go-round. In his last summer
he was modera tely success fu l with a
boat merrv-go-round a t C rescen t Park.

An empty orches t ra pi t greet ed min
srrcl a udiences . The curtai n rose to the
openi nc stra ins from a full orchestra in
hl a r- k fac e and m ins trel costume .
grouped on a tie red elevation behind
thr- Iront rows of minstrel s. In the ren
n-r or the fron t row was the in ter locuto r
in wh ite face an d evenin g dress. Foi l
fDr the end men 's jokes, he in lrodll c(·d
t Ill' soloilil... and the en d men , H e wa...
usually a ha.s."O and often a ~Ioist dur-

Mil . T AM BO ing the first pa rt , Seated mi nstrels on
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in the wings. Th is "walk around" always was a lively air. and about
t 8G8 many com panies used Captain Jinks of/he l l orse Jlar;lIcs,
which became a pop ular craze with its ring-i ng- chorus :

I' m Captain J ink> of the Horse Marines
I give my hor se good corn and bean __ ;
Of course 'tis qu ite beyond Illy means,
T ho' a Captain in the Army.

The secon d part (which in earlier days included ban jo playing-,
negro songs, bone solos, and dancing-Thr Essence of Old I"irginia
and others-and a sketc h or two, wit h la ter add itions of stum p
speeches an d indivi dua l acts ) often ended in a sketch tha t included
a number of the company. In the earlier, sma ller com panies that
developed from the Virginia Minst rels group of four rncn. evcry man
did his own ind ividual specialty a nd then took pa rt in several other
acts. In after years the second part was la rgely givcn ove-r to ou tside
ac ts-variety-wit h some ind ividual tur ns by mi nstrel sta rs.

In the later days of minstrelsy the first part was a g-orgeolls sigh t.
with the minstrels all in satin clothes, trousers of blue or bla ck, coat
a nd vest of sca rlet. T he cut was an exaggerat ion of even ing dress, the
coat having large lapels and broad, long- tai ls, black wig an d white
shi rt front setting it off wel l. T he end me n worc similar sui ts in one
color, usually scarlet. Sometimes the wi~ were white and white
gloves replaced the usual black. " Big Dick" Melville, an ea rly Provi
dence minstrel and la ter manager. saw such a show in 1897. some 20
years after he had left the minstrel stage. and was d isgusted with it.
H e said it was not minstrelsy.

In 18;18 when M elville ran away from his home in Providence at
the age of thirteen to join a wagon circus as a minst rel in the after
show concert, minstrels wore stri ped panta loons held to the hOOI
instep by straps and reaching up to the armpits. a checked cotton
shirt. a short vest. and a cla whammer coat wit h extra long- tails that
came to the heels. A wooly wig and a stovepipe ha t of fur was almost
met by a collar whir h rr-ar-hed to the ea rs and had enormous wings
projecting to the shoulders. The boots had soles about ten inches
broad by sornr- three fen in length .

.-\ Boston company, the Ethiop ian Screnaders. introduced black
dress sui ts; and Co l. J ack H avcr lv. whose -IO-Coll11l 'E m-'1U was
Famous advertising, originated the minstrel spectacle and introduced
the satin costumes.

T he ea rlier rnd men 's songs by )' fr. Bones and ~fr. T amho were
a rnrss of odds and ends of nonse-nse thrown together in a purposeless
way supposed to rrflrct the happv-go-lur- kv character of the stage
darkv. They depended for their effectiveness on the personality of
the man singing them. A song of this type was sung by "Big Dick"
Xlclvillc as an end man:

Listen, child ren, to this line.
Do yOll know wlu-rt- Alec Stevens lives?
Hi! Look out dar. listen ag-ain.
Do vcu know where Alee- Stevens lives?
Co....: r-arrhcr in de front
Do you know where Alec Stevens lives?
Cow catcher ill de behind.
D've know where Alec Stevens lives?
'D;·t'd I wait. 'deed I know
When ' AlIT Stevens lives,

M elville's first show b roke up at Ban gor, M ain e. He then joined
J. A. Greene's M ockin g Bird Mi nst rels. a fema le troup organized at
Providence, the home of Greene, a one time partner of Duprcx.
:\lch'i!le was wit h a num ber of minstrel companies, with time out
fur the Civi l War service. H e ended with the best known of them all,
Buckley's Serenaders, in 1877.

D uring summers spent at home. he ran the Forest Circle, an open
air theatre at Rocky Point , which gave minstrel shows. includ ing a
stock company of female minst rels and variety shows. T he Fou r
Cohans: J err y, Nellie, J oseph ine. and George ~L of Fox Point played
there during several seasons. In his last days M elville owned a road
house at Diamond Hill .

T he olio in a minstrel show. occupving the in terval while the stage
was being set for the second part . included ind ividua l acts ; and often.
here or in the second part, a ~tump speech was fea tured. H arry Blood
good of Provi dence- his real name was Ca rlo M aura n-c-was a noted
stump speaker, billed as being ab le to make a horse lau gh . \\'earing
a line-n duster trimmed with old and frayed seal- kin, he stood behind
a table, which he thumped at interva ls with an old um brella of the
bumblcshoot variety.

He introduced nnr- of his stump speeches in his native city wit h
" Friends, Enemies. and Fellow Ci tizens : It is with much disa ppoi nt
ment that I am with vou this evening. It was my intention to add ress



bcsr known for Conon a nd ~ IUfph~\ ~ I imtrds. one of th e most
popula r troupt's o n the road. His parlnn was j oe ~I urphy, la ter a
favorite l ri-h comedian. ,d UN ' ~('aT!" of pla y i n ~ The Kcrrv COlt· and
T he Sharl~hHl!11I made him Ollt' of the rkhe~1 men in the theatre.

\\"hm he died in 1907, lk-n Colton in his lifetime of ("i.~hty ~ears

had ~>t'n the bc:e;inni ne;, Ihe rise••\Iul the end of t ill' fir~t di-rinctivelv
A m e rica n stage entertainment.

Xoa h D. Payne Will' another loca l min-rrel manager who had a
rea l noveh v. for he organiled in Providence in the early 1860's the
first ('ompany of female minsrn-ls for a tour of ;\C"w Enu land. T his
romp;lIly opened the new nurdoor t hea tre a t Roc kv Point.•alreadv
named the Fore-t Circle. T he Forrest Am azon s had to include a
f(,w men for bassos in the quartt'lh' and choruses. bu t the otherwise
all- woman t'inle was a popular noveltv. Pavnc la ter published the
Providence .\lorning Herald from 1Aili to lR72. H e ended his
career as owner of a printing office at Edd y and \ril."h in~un streets.

" Big Dick" ~ Ieh-ill e lat er had companies of Icmnk- minstrels at
Roc ky Point , and the T heatre Comiq ue at \\"('ylJo:;.-.et and O range
St reets opened its va rietv Sohow with a stock compil ny of female
minst rels after 1875.

On the vcllo w COHrof Sa m Sharplev's Ironclad J / inslrels Songster
is a woodcut of a lone, lanky chap seated with a ba njo on his knee.
his pa nta loons held down In- ."traps un der the insteps of his hoo ts.
and with chin whiskers in paint br ush ~ Iyl(". T his was a picture
of Sam himself, one of the mo s t popula r minstrels of the I860's and
the ('ady 1BiO·s. He hailed from Philadel phi a. bUI nvc rrar ne that
hand ica p by marrving a Providence girl unde r his own na me.
Sam uel S, Sha rp. and hiri nJ::" a ten ement on Rhode Street. between
Pla in and Edd y. In his twt'lu y y t"ar~ as a minstrel he headed several
companies an d had a number (If in teres ts.

At on e t ime he lrd Sam Sharpk~ 's Silver ~ l i ns l rd~ . who used to
pre:<t'1lI siln" r-pla ted a r tidt~." to lIlt'm l ll' r ~ of th e illidit'nc('. \\'h ell they
pla yed here ilt Ha rring"ton's 0pc'fa House Oil Exch ilnge Place. they
ga n" aw ay amon ,1:" o thC'f th ing~ . ~ i l \T r vasl's - Sharpley may have
wa nte d to im pre;;,~ his motht" r-in-law . Bilt th t" com pany gave Ollt
Illore ~ i kn th an it took ill.

Tn 1860 with John L. Ca m f ro;;,<; . anollH'f well-known m instrd.
he organized Carnn(J~~ ami Sh arpky's \ Iimt rcb. opt" lling: in his
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a la rge and cul tured a udie nce at Hi llsgrove. bu t on entering the depot
I discovered my train speeding out. With superhuma n r- tfort , I sue
reeded in catching" hold of the rail ing of the last ca r a nd ~wi nl.": inl.":

myself a boa rd, was surprised to find that th e train too k a switc h and
stood sti ll. Finall y it be gan to .go backward un til it was sidet rac ked
back into the depot from wh ich we started. Hence my appc:aralKe
herr this evening."

The dances were hcavv. and the minstrels put work into them.
The Essence of Old Vireinia. popula r about the time of the Civil W ar.
was a loose-joimed dan ce, the performer 's body an d a rms swin~n~

and the whole bod y .l::yrati n~. It was an imi ta tion of the old planta
tion hoe-down and was never seen in minstrel,..y· in later days. its
place lx-in~ ta ken by fancy cloJ::" and red. for wh ich Deleha nty' and
H engler wert" noted . Frank Brower. of th e original \'i r~nia Mi nstrels.
a fter who m an old-time warwick road house was named. was the finot
to dance the Essence, j ohn Diamond . a famous m instre l d ancer.
int rod uced th e jig in blac kface. j erry Coha n used to do Ir ish ji.~ in
wh iteface in his min stre l ac t.

About the opening of this cent ury. a po pular saloon wars loc ated
at Peck's wharf ( the foot of Peck Street). Pro vidence. The sign
a bove the doo r read Old Rob Ridley. an d some of t he younga me n,
who ihcrc refreshed the inner man in th e days when a saloon was
the one place of sanctua ry from women . addressed the rot und . jolly
ma n in the white a pro n. who se rved behi nd the black walnut bar. as
" Bob:' T he place had sawdust on the floor. large an d ca pacious spit
too ns, a brass rail a t the font of the counter for weary' Icet. a nd a
general a ir of coziness.

The bartende r and owner was Ben Cotton of Pawtu cket. a man
built on the lim's of the fam ous end man , Billy Rice, and almost as
grea t a favo rite in the min stre l days from which he had then on ly
recentl y ret ired . Old Uob /l idley was a min.<;tr cl character dan('(~ .

giHn by a ll old Jl(·.l.;" ro with a crooked cane and a largoc n'd ha n
da nna ha nd kerf hid. In his day Ikn Co lton had been ackno wledgn l
tl1<' best of thoN' dan ri n,g it.

Wilh Billy Birrh . anot her .~r('a t end man, Ben CottOll orga nized
Birch and COlllln 's ~t instrcls in 1862 ; an d later , with Billy Arl il\glOll.
man aged Arling1 OIl, Cott on, and Kemble's ~I ill sl rcls. BUI he was
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interested in the sur-cess of th is ven ture, the second varictv house in
Providen ce. a lthough he had no financia l investment in it.

H e believed it would he a HICCes.". and it was; hut he never saw
a perform ance there. for he died on j an uary 1. 1875. only a mon th
or so after its nprning. H e was only fnrtv-thrce when he heard
his last a pplause. He lies in Locust Grow Cemetery on Elmwood
Avenue. in a corner unmarked by a stone.

There \\(' 1'1'" man y ot her Rh ode Islanders in negro minsn-elsy: Sam
Spinn ing (Sam uel B. Spinni ng ). in 1907 last survivor of the no ted
Campbell's Minstrel s of the ea rly 1880's; Macklin , of ~l ack l i Jl and
W ilso n- the \\" ill'Un being Francis W ill'Un . late r of f;rm ine fame;
and Billy Ch ase, later a popu la r comedian at the Theatre Comiqcc
and in th e ear ly centu ry a ticket seller a t a local thea tre.

Pat S. Xlasrerson , who played bass viol in the orc hest ra at B. F.
Keith 's Theatre ( la ter the Empire ) on Westmi nster St ree-t for a
dozen yea rs before his death, was in Skirr and Gaylord's Minst rels
in 1871..Another local man ager was ~ I. B. l .eaviu , who managed
Leavitt's Gi gan tcan Minstrels. C liJT Burg ess was anot her local min
strcl, who found his fortune in Englan d . where Moore an d Burgess's
~l instr el s ha d a perm anent stand at Sf. j amcs's H all. London. All
were Providence mins trels; most of them . nat ive sum.

Sheridan and Xlack. long pop ular in minstrelsy and later III

vaudeville, were nati ves of Providence. They had few eq uals as
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native Phi lad elphia for a long run. Wh ell he withd rew. the com
pan y her-arn e Cameros,'; and Dixey's ~ti mtrels . a \"Cry successful
troupe. And wh en T on y Pastor. then only a well-known singe r.
opened Pastor 's Bowery Opera House in New York in july, HIGS.
Sam Sharpley was his fina ncial hacker. Ton y Pastor's be t-arne one
of th e most popular varierv houses in the world. hu t th at was after
Sharpley, d iscou raged bv its slow sta rt. had withdrawn . He was one
of the best mone y mak ers amon g the minstrels. but he lost in e\'Cry
other venture.

With Ben Cotton of Pawtucket he formed Cotton an d Sha rpley's
Min strel s. whic-h did capaci ty business at the Academ y of M usic
in the Phoenix Building. The com pan y became Cotton and M urph v's
Minstrels after Sharpley withdrew to form Sam Sharpley's Ironclad
Minstrels, his best known com pa ny. which had a lon g and very
snr ressfullifc.

It was of Sam Sha rpley that one of minstrelsy's classics was told.
One of his com panics had a run of poor business, and word was
passed at the end of a performan ce before a quarter-filled house that
the "ghost would not walk " th at night . 1 10st of the minstrels took
th e lossof th eir an ticipat ed salary ph ilosophicall y. hut th e ind ignat ion
of a German was roused.

"Vot !" he said . " No mon ey? No sala ry? J von' t stand for it!
I do n' t take th is make- up off until I get m y money !"

Sharpley had an idea th at Providen ce wou ld support a hall
devote d exclusively to negro min strelsy. such as Ne w York . Phila
delphia. and some othe r cit ies had . But th e venture was a failure
here, although his Ironclads alwa ys topped th e record on their
local ap pearances. In 186\ th ey pla yed [or a wee k in Howard Hall.
in th e H oward Building. Westm inster and Dorra nce stree ts. although
three nights was the usua l minstrel enga gem ent here.

In 18H . after 20 years in bla ckface. Sam Sharpley came hom e
to spen d th e two or three months the doctors told him he had left.
At first he wa lked e\ery day from the home of his mo ther -ill-law.
with whom he was living at Eddy and O'Connell streets, down to
\\"eybo!'.<cl and O ra ng-e, where the LnFavctu- billiard hall Oll the
second floor of an old wooden building was being made into a
va riety theatre-the note d old Theatre Cu mique. He was muc h
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C. A. c. 3rd.

[Shepley Librarv v. 14·, P. 161J

IH5:~ to 1910, the longest run of any single attraction at any theatre
in th e world.

In 19 17 Dumont organized a company costumed in the field hand
style of ea rly minst relsy, using copies of old scenery and man v of
the old minstrel gags-in short. a twentieth century reproduction
of minst relsy of the 18':)0'05 and 1B()O'~.

It was a quick fai lure. The public would not han it. The old
days wert' gone, and negro minstrelsy was dead.

BURIED TREASUR E

For the benefit of the rea der whose pulse quickens at the though t
of pirate gold and who might wish to spend a vacation hun ting trva
Slife, we take pleasure in presenting the following document. It was
recently discovered among the manuscripts collected by the late
George L. Shepley. fl O W owned by the Society. j udging from the
group of manuscripts in which it was found, the probable au thor was
a buccaneering Greene or Arnold from East Greenwich. It s date, as
evidenced by the form of handwriting, appears to fall sometime in
the first half of the eighteenth century.
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Buried Treasure1949 ]

art J L ntt BO at the S E sideof the Bay there is a Creek a nd
on the South side of the Ba y: 50: yds from the waters
side there is a Large hollow cake Tree with nne Limbe Cut
of 11 vds from the Tree their is a Rock and from the Rock
N \\': 7: vdsand Irom the tree : l-i yds thewi thin sumis hid

20 Ba rn; of I Silver Pla t

20 Wedges of 1 Silver Cand lestick

R j acobesus r- II '_"_' II() P ' r E' ht Silvc
II PI ' R' ~ ,O tl l reces o '.lg . •

am 1IlW'
4 Dubel D Loons :1 Dimonds

1 Brasel 1 Rubv
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dog da ncers. Their popular Fun on thf' Bristol, called the first
musir-al r-orm-dv, W;l~ developed from their minstrel skit. Ccnrge
H . Cor-s, of Schoolcraft and C!w~, another popular team that
sta rted in blar kfac'e and elided ill white, came from this city. T hen
there was Jn ry Cohan, fa ther of the fa mo us George ~ 1. He was
in minstrr-lsv as «arlv as lHG7 as end man and com edian and intro
due ed Ir ish ske tc hes in the second part . The Dublin DI/nrin,l!. ;\1aster,
The Dl/llring Professor. and Paddy .\liles, the /rilh Hal' wr-rr- some
of his specialties. George .\1. himself, while in partnership with
Sam Harris. sent out th e Co han and Harr is Ylinstrcls in 190fl.

Tony Hart . of Harr igan and Ha rt , whose J/ufligan Guards and
other plavs of l'\ew York life became folk lore of the bi.1:;" city. where
they were favorites thro ugh many years, gU l his start ill Providence
in M elville's M instrels. formed ln-rr- by " Big Dick" Melville . A
brother of Denn is H . Sheahan. loca l attorney, found T ony. whose
rea l na me was Cannon. on th e street one night. li e had run away
from an orphan's home in \ \' orcester and wa lked here. He had a
fine voice and Sheahan introduced him to Archie Stal ker, then owner
of the \\'ashing-ton Var iet ies, a her-r ha ll opened by j osep h R. Thorn 
ton, who in his later ~ ears sold gallery tickets at the old Providence
O pera H o use.

T he \\'a~h i ng ton Varieties, on the second floor of a building on the
washington street side o f the present City Ha ll site, had a bar alone
end nf t ill' hall, a stal l stage at the ot her, the floor space being filled
with tables. The boy sang here one night among the va rictv acts
and next day got his minstrel opening.

He was short and slight, his bui ld and \'oice fitting female impcr
scnarion. an d he bee-arne one of the best of mins trel wcnr-hrs. E\Tn
after he joined Edward Harriga n, they continued for a time as a
minstrel team befo re becoming I rish comedians and one of the most
popular teams in :\n\' York, where for yean; they had their own
theatre.

\ \' hen minxtrclsv as an en tertainment began to In.,,!, popularity,
Frank Dumont thought the public wou ld welcome a chance to St'C

how it was gin~1l ill the early days. li e had been a minstrel since
ISfi2. was a featured mem ber of D up ree and Greene's .\ Iinstrd~. and
later managed for lIIany ~ear:< the Eleventh Street O pera House in
Phila delphia. which presented negro minstrelsy continuously from
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J oh n BrO\\n Ho use w ill be closed to members and the public from
Decembe r f to J anuary 3. This is the period of the ~C'a r when the
facili ties of the Society are rhelr-a-t used. In this Interval the library
staff wi ll be able to work \\ ithout interruptions, catching up on work
that insures a belief operation of the librar~ as a whole.

A genealogv of interest (0 thou....ands of Rhode Isla nd ers has
recently come from the prl.'S.". Ro_~n William! 0/ Providence is com
piled and published by Mrs. C. W. Anth ony and M rs. C. H . Weeden.
T his book contains the genealogical records of the Roger W illiams
Family Association, which have been collected during the pa.st fifty
~ears. Copies may be purchased from the Librarian at the Rhode
Island H istorical Society. Pr ice : $6 .00.
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~ (r. Monahon attended the a nnual meeting of the America n
Associati on for State and Local History held in Burlington. Vermont.
in September. This a.....sociation. which attempts to integrate the
work of historical societies. has just i.<:.<;ucd a qua rterly magazine in
color, called A merican lIa ilo}!t'. ~I any mem bers of this socie ty will
probably be interested in subscribing to this period ica l. T hc Libraria n
will be glad to show rhr- first j!'t.-.ue to an~'onc who ca res to ~e it.
Price : $3.00 a year.

A fter two summers of thorough a rc heo logic al research the excava
tion of the a rea surroundi ng and beneath the Ol d Stone ~lill a t
Ne wpo rt has bee n com pleted. T hou gh the detai led repo rt on the
work will not ap pea r for some t ime, :\Ir . W illiam S. Godfrey of
Harvard University, w ho supervised the di~g i n,g-. in his preliminary
release has dealt a hlow to the hopes of those who believe tha i the
struc tu re was built by Nor.'i(' or ot her pn--Colu r nbian \·oyage rs.

Nothin g of Europ ean origin an tedati ng th e English settleme nt
was discovered. an d all evidenc e hrought to light appears 10 indicate
that , wh ether origina lly intended for a mi ll or not . the mu ch deba ted
" 'OW('f" is of 17111 century origin.
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The Index [0 the Early Records oi the Toun 01 Prat-idence ,
compiled by Ri chard Le Ba ron Bowen, will be published b y till.'
Society . A review of this hook by Clarence S. Brigham is O il p. I?H
of this issue.
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The following book is available from the Xa rionnl Suciety Colonial
Dames of Amer ica in Louisiana , :.!7 03 Napoleon Avenue. l\"e\\
Orleans, Louisian a : " ita! Statistics Records 01 Oldest Protestant
Chu rch in Louisian a, /849-1900 . Price : $JO.OO,

M r. Roelker has bee n elected vice-president of the East Greenwich
Free Library, one of the ea rliest publ ic libraries in R hode Island . The
first presiden t was Governor \ \' illiam Gr eene. .\ Ir, Roelke r's great
grandfather. and the famil y has long bo-n clo:<el y associated wit h the
institution,

T he Rh ode-Lsland Almanac. lor the ycnr , 1729 . , . by Poor
Robin . Newport. J ames Fra nklin. I i2~l. has lx-cn purchased by the
Society. It is an example uf printing in tlu- second year after the
estahlishment of a pres.~ in R hode Islan d and is a valuable addition to
the Society's collect ion of Rh ode Island imprints,

M rs. C lifford K. Rathbone volun teered to arran ge dmlllologir ally
the Carter- Danforth Papers. Th is collection ronrains mnnuscripts of
J oh n Carter, fam ou s editor of the Providr-me Cn zette in th e la te
eigh t(Tnth centurv: of Benjamin B. Carter, ph vsici.m . supercargo.
and schola r in the earl y nineteenth ren turv : and of \ f a lter R, Da n
fort h. a ttorney for the Brown fam ily and mayor of Provide nce dllrin~

the IH.10's.

M r. Brad ford F. Swa n has arranged the rare books an d nun- Rh ode
Island imprints in the third floor vault .

Volunteer help from our nu-mbers and friends is always welco med.
Beca use of a limited staff, t he Socier y finds that assista nc e»of thi s kind
is of pre:u value.

Rm n r t.v or \\Toll.l~ly three-qua rters (If the freem en of Rh ode
Isla nd were co nvin ced that th e Constitution was a threat to their
liberties and a dangerous departu re from the form of govern ment in
which they believed. Wh y did so many Rhude Island voters regard
the Constitution as a threa t to th eir liberties? lioertv is a vague
word and it r-an mean quilt, different thin gs to different people. To
our Revolution ary forefa thers. libe rty meant mi nimum compulsion
by the stat e or freedom from s ocial constraint. In his widely read
Common S ens e, Thomas Pa ine had mai ntained that. "Government,
rvcn in its hcst state , is bu t a l1eces:<ary evil."

In eighteenth century R hode Island the great ma jority of the
people believed in a way of life an d a philosoph y of gover n men t
which. at the risk of oversimplification. we might summa rize as a sort
nf extreme concept ion of j efferson ian democ racy -particularly in
its emphasis on the minimized state and its attachment to popular
control of governm ent. \\"c are familiar with J efferson's famous
ph rase. "That go\TrnnWIH is best whic h gO\Trn s least. ,. Some Rhod e
Isla nders would have applauded Hen ry David T horeau 's extreme
version of thr- minimized sta te. i. c, "Tha t government is bes t which
doesn't go\ern at all .'

In the Iarming communities duri ng the eighteenth century 'Try
little gu\"(~ rnmell t was IltTes,qry. The towns ha d not yet developed
a system of common pub lic schools. ..\ bout the only importan t
[unct ions performed by govern ment in colonial America were the
bui ldin g of roads, the sett lement of disputes, and the en forcement of
ront rarts between individua ls. Xfomcsq uieu in his widely quoted
,''''irit ot t.aun had wr itten. "constant experience shows us, that t'\Try
man invested with power is a pt to abuse it.":" In describing the
government under the Art jr-lrs of Confederation. John Quincy
..vda r ns ma de this comment yea rs la ter: " The predominating spirit

"Quoted in tile ~"wl'0rt H~ ", I,J, D,·cpm!J(" f 25 , 1788 , undn Ih p lil1,· of
" O n Lilw rt y "
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in th e insti tution of thr- governments of the sta tes and of rh r- Con
Iedcracv was the jea lousy of IJO\',cr.","']1l

j ealousy of power. :\ot mnd~ jealous y of monarchical or a rbitrarv
power. hUI jealousy of all political pmH"r, .\I ost men of the Re\u lu·.
tionarv JX:riod took it for J.:ranted that it was the nature of allcovem
mrnts 10 :-t't'k 10 acquire more power. " .-\m hition and the 'lust for
po\\(·r." "'l and "lu-r of dominion a nd IJO\\er: " ;~ were phra-es which
rolled easily from the tongllf'S of R hod e Island er." in 178 7,

T o the Federalists thr- liberty 10 which the people of R hod e Island
were attached meant anarchy and lin'n:-t:.';" The "Iicenti/)usn~"iof
the people" was one of their favorite p hrases. Commerce was lan
guishing : t~e public ~t"ht was not being paid: and the people were in
a revol t agallN the high taxes n('ccs."'l~ to pay the public de bt Heated
by thr- war. T he Federalist,.. wanted a "supreme countrolling power"
hnau!'ot.' they were the principal victims of the wea k government. the
minimized state which the people preferred . at least in Rhod e Island .
Since the m os t prominent Federa lists had insisted onlv a [e-w vears

ea rlier that freedo m and power were opposi tes. th ey 'were no'w in
the position of tryin,g to undo the effect... of their skillful propaganda
against the Co ntinen ta l Im post . T he reply of the Ant i's was to
acc use th e Federal ists of being "champion!' for unlim ited power.":"

Exprt'~"i('d in one sentence. the at titude towa rd go\Trnnwnt held
by the great majority of Rhode Island freeholde r." mighl he sum
ma rize d in the Ia mnus apho rism of the great ni neteenth cen tu rv
Engli~h liberal. Lo rd Act on : " Power tend s to corrupt and ah-olul;'
pown corrupts a b-oluu-ly."! ' If we mod ify this phrase 10 read

" John Quinrv .\ d'lIm, Pa"i,.. in ' h ~ Unil~d S lalts ( :\ ~w York, Ifl"l ) p.-t .
., '· ~."ripid,' . : ' " [,-"d inll; IlwmlJl"r of th.. Country Pa rt'· in an ..~ch "nli:'· of

pokrntro wuh "Civi" 1\\' i1li" ", Ell Pr~ ) in Ih.. :'\..wport M u rr" y , l "l\" 16,1787.
... " !lon,'" :\I" n "I W... I (;rn'nwirh," ~" wpon M U Cl" )' , J " nuan ' 2; 1787.
.. ~' I 0""': rboue ht ,1I" , ,I",n' "'''I Virhl<" "nough in Ih, '''' Ea_" ..rn Sla,," , ,0 "dm il

of Llbnl y In It. /lrral.." .'·~"·nt . hUI from la t<· .."pni,·n('<· I hq.;:in 10 think Ih"l
wr do nOI d" ~n\'" th.. I'rl\'II"/l~ ' w" ar .. p"".. " .. d of, and " nk" pow~r ;. lodl(" d
~OnIt'Whal" 10 "011I1'",,1 II,," vi...· "nd folloy of Ih .. pc ,, !,],· w,· ,hall 'OOn b., in""h"'d
III all d ,,' horr~H' "f ".nan'!'r ."nd Confusion ." W illiam El1 ,.,y 10 :"" lhani,·1 :\ppk.
ro » , OI'\ ~! )C"f .2! 178h, \\ ,ll ,a ll\ F.ll,'r y I, rUn Bnok , :\" wp0r! H i' lo r i<- al Socj,-1\' .
~':~: ~l~ _.-\ h " 'ml l" IIII' SIal" of R_ I. ," " ..wporl H n al d , J U Il<' 28, li87, ,,,,d
'(."''', lbrd ., j uly 1'1, 1711 7.

" 'Foo lnOI,· tiH : al'" I'< 'pl )' I,, ' "Ci,·i." (W il1 iam El1cl'\ ) in :-';"W]J'UlI M~T{ u , ) ' ,

J "nU 'tr ~' Il, 171l7, .
"Quo ~" d hy II r~ lIl a ll Finr r in lit .. I' , ..fan· 10 J oh n Enl!" rk h Ed ""ard D" lhC"f!!

.\ n on, f.JJtl)'l ,, 'I f,~~do", (I" d p ",,·u ( Bo, to n, 1<J..8 ) p_ xi.
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all pou -er corrupts and till POll'l'r tends t il become absolute, it would
describe th e view of government he-ld h~ most Rhod e Island [rccmcn
in the eighleenlh cennnv. In ot her words, the freemen of R hode
Island were, like j efferson , ron vinred that the greater the powers
of go\-ernment. the mo re dangerous thai gO\Trnment becomes to
the rights of man.

If "all power is dangerous:' a." the Federal ists ri~hlfully accused
their opponent!' of believing, how could this natural tendency of
uovernmenu.. to encroach upon the rights of the people be restrained?
T he Rhod e Island ans wer was pretty m uch the same as j efferson's
answer : Democ racy : thai i.". keeping go\Trnment a." dependent a."
possible on the people.

In th e seventeent h and eig hteenth centu ries Rh od e Island was
the dost'St approach this hemisphere has ever seen 10 dem ocracy in
the Greek sense of the term, i. r.. d irect rule bv the majority of the
people. T he ea rly compacts. agreemenu... or cha rters of the people
of Providence. Xewpon . and Portsmou th proclaim th e R hod e
Isla nd a ttachment to what .....a!' ca lled a "democratical form of gov
ernmcn t." In his lIi5l01)' 0/ Democratic l deas Gooch describes
colonial Rhode Isla nd in the-e words ;

If democracy ... in its ult imate meaning he held to imply not onl y
a gOH"rnlllt"nt in which tht, preponderant ,haw of po.....er resides in tilt'
ha~~~ (If the people. but a sociely bae-d on the principles of polit ical and
religioo-, freedom, Rhode Island beyond any ot her of the American
Colo nie" is ent itled to be called dnllol:ralic 111

In 17H C hid jusm-eHorsmandcn of tilt' Provin ce of New York ,
a me mber of the conuni .....sion a ppointed hy G rea l Britain to invesri
ga te th e burning of th e Gaspee, in his report to the Earl of Dart
mouth . said of this colony:

:\l y Lord, as to the Govern', ( if it dt''''f\'' '~ that name ) it is a down
right Democracy: II II' Gov' i, a nu-n- nominal (lilt'. and rhcrefon- a
C ypher . without power o r aurhority.vnrirclv conrrouk-d by the populace
elected a nnually, a, all othe r ~lag i 'lra l' " & plJi('l'f~ whut-ocvcr.P

Rhode Island und er ill' colonial cha rter was not onl v a demor-racv
but an ahsoluu- or an 1I11 111i \l'rl dr-mocracy. That is. tlu- gun' m men't
was t'm irdy dtToid of thost· rh tTk- and halann~s n ealed in our

" Q UOll'd h} Vr rno n L. P" rr in W:1011 in hi • •-h"pl"" on RO!l:(" r Will i" Ill' in .\fatll
(;"".."I J ill ."",oicdll "l'h "u ~ltl ( :-;On ., Yor k, 1<J27 j '. I , p . 7:1.

" Bartk n , " p_ ci/ .. \ ' , 7, p . 18:!.
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Federal Consti tution to check and rcstruin "the exn':'-'t'~ of dcm oc
racy"-to gua rd the minority a~ain~t the "rv rnnnv of the majori ty."

Under the r-hartcr in dfect from If-jl i : ~ til I!H 2 all real p OW('f was
vested in the legi-la turc. The Gon'mor had no 'Tto power and no
appoint ive p(m er. Actuall y the Governor '~as hardl v more than the
prcsidiug officer of the Upper HouJo<' of thr- leuislarure. called the
Senate. The judiciary" was elected h~ th e lcmslarur e eH'ry yt"ar.
If the legisla ture. ca lled the Ge neral ,"'''cm oly, di d not like the
decisions of the courts , they ruuld not only elect ot her judges al th e
end of the vr-ar hut thcv could in rffer t :<t>t a~idt' derision.. of the
cou rts, Th~t is, tilt' (;e~{'fal ..\s.'-l'mbl\" might order m-w trials, and
did perform some of the Iun rt ions of a supn'rnt' co urt of a ppeals .
The Upper House of 10 ..\ !'..<;i:<tanb , (;o\TTIlOr, and lk-pu tv Gon'nlOr
were elec ted hv the dirr-r- t \"(Ile of the people at laree : or by th r- vote
of the entire srate. The result was thai when nne part y carr ied the
stall' by a subs tantia l majority', as the Country Pa rty did from I i R6
to 1790. the" were in com plete nmtrol of all branc hes of the .~O\Trn

ment. Sinre' the Up per H ouse was e1erted at larue, ther e \ \I'T(' :« 1)11('

times no opposit ion members at a ll in the Senate.

T he Lower HOIl~" or A:;...cmblv. was elect ed bv the freem en in
town meet ings everv six mont h..., This ~a\'r to the opposit ion some
representat ion in tht' Lower House. but it a lso resulted in the
Assembl y'!- being: particularl y dependent on the voice of the people.
During the period under di :<nl:;...ion it was customarv for the frrcn~en

at the time of election to instr uct their deputies how to vote on specific
issues, Im portant hills, and panicularlv those measures 011 which
th ere was considerable d isagreement wit hin the Cou ntry Part y, were
Irequcmlv referred to the voters for their consideration in spec ial
lO..... n mt'l:tin~. What cOlTlpen~t t ion tht' dl:pu ti~ recein --d was pa id
not h\- the sla tl" hut bv thl" town. Thl" rt"!'uh was thaI a de puty ..... ho
disre~ardt'd his instrt;etion!- .....as likely to recei\ e no t'fimpt-·n....1t ion
when hr retumrd home.

Umkr the Art id l'!' of Conft'ckratiml tilt' pt'oplc of a ~tate, or more
exactl " the state kg:i...latult·, had the :<a n1\' dIN' nllllrol O\Tr tlwir
mrmh~'Ts of COIIl.:ft':;''' t hat tht, "ott'rs of Rhotk bland had o\'('r tlH'ir
(;rnrra l ..h-.emb" . In fa(t, ~ladi."<1n, lI amihon , anti man y of the
other fran l('rs of 'thl' Con~t ilUlion re"~anled th is a :< Ollt" of tht' chid
defects of th t" .-\ rt idl'S, ~[emIM: r.- of ConA'r t'"!<.." \H'r e to he " annu;llly
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appoin ted in suc h manlier as the It-~i...la ture of eac h state shall direct: "
The Articles also reserved to ea ch sta te the power "to recall us
delegates. or any of them, at an y time within the yea r, and to send
others in their stead, for the remaind er of the vea r." In ad diti on,
th e salaries or t"Xpen~ of members of Co ngress were pai d by th e
state leci sla rure freq uently upon th eir re turn from Congress. It
...hould also be remembered th at in nearly all important m atters
Congress w as lar l.:rly dependent on the state legisla tures to e;lr ry out
its reco mmendations.

All this w as quite differen t from the government established hy
till' Federal Constitution. Un der the Constitution there .....as a system
of what was called mixed govemmem : that is, a blending of a ristoc
ra n and democ racy with some of the feat ur es charac te ristic of
mO;lanh\', The de~()cratic element was supplied by the House of
Represcmarives chosen Ior two )'ears . The Preside-nt was chosen by
a complicated indirect proct"SS for a four-year term . The Senate was
also indi rertlv elected hv the sta te legisla tur es for six years-a wry
long' term fo~ that pl'ri;xl. Even J oh n Ada ms had said : " w here
annual elections end tyrnnnv begi ns." To cap the climax the judges
were chosen for life.

The length... to wh ich the framers of the Articles of Confederat ion
had gone to make members of Congress, whose power was la rgely
advisorv. subject to the control of their states is an indication that the
Rh ode Island belief that government should be the di rect expression
of the will of rhe people- was rat her widesprea d throu ghout the Union
in th e carlv Revol ut ionar v vcars. Two factors com bined in Rhode
Island to r~inforce this ("o~\:iction . In the first place, democracy. in
the sense of popular control of g'mTrnment , W<l :< not a new idea which
ha d sud de nly <!cq uirrd popularity, but rather a way Ilf life deeply
rooted in tht' trad itions a nd experiencr of Iht' sta te, In the S("cond
pla ce, the propag:<lnda campaign wa g-cd a1-:ain:<t the Continental
Impost hy the \"ery' men who were mo~t actin' in ~upport of the
Co n:<titu tion a few \'cars la tn had made the fn'c'llIen of Rhode h-,land
d istrustful of ConA';r....~ and hostile to allY mo\'(' wh ich migh t 1":'-"1'11 tht,
dl·pt.'ndrncr of Congres." on the people'. ,\s pn" 'ious ly po inted Ollt .

Da \'id Howell. Theodore Fmter, a nd mher oppo nents of the Im poH
had com·incro thc people of Rhode Island that to g-i,·c Congress the
pmnr to le\'y imprn;t d ut ies , {'"\'en for a lim ited period of y("a rs, would
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for power, an d th e peop le fin d ing tht'!IlseJn's th u- hi1 ~d y lx-n-aved. cry
tha t vir tue is but a name. \\'1' a re not sure tha t nu-n have more vi rt ue
a t this time and plan' than they had in England a t the time of Gl'o!,!!:e
th e 2d . lel anv O il" look into tho h isto rv o f those t imes, a nd ~IT with what
bojdru-ss 1ll1'1{ chanced sides a nd dcst'~ted the people in purvuir of profit
and pow er. If to ta ke up th e cross and n-nou nce rhc ]Jomps a nd van ities
of {his brutal world is a hard It'SSOIl for devines. 'tis much harder for
poli ricians.c-ca Cillt" illll<llU', ,I Cat o, a Fabricions. and a Washington
a re ra n-lv to he found , . ,

If it wert' necessary to ri te mo n- precedents to prove th at the peopl e
ought no t to trust or remove their power any further from th em, thr
little R epu blic of L uer-a lIlay hr- mentioned. . :\ Ir. Add ison says, is
for the e-xtent of its do minion the richest and bes t peopled of all rhr
Stan-s of It a lv-c-and he san further that "the whoh- a dm inistra tion of
the go vernment passes i lll~ different hands t'\ 'l'r y two months." T h is i,
vcry fa r from confirming the doc trine of f hoosing their officers for two
yea rs who were before chosen for one , , .

The art icle q uoted above a tt a cks the tw o year tenure of the H o use
of Representauvcs. T he six year term of office of Senators and
the inability of the sta te leg islatures to ins truct or recal l members
of the Senate was a m ore fre quent source of criticism .

T he gu \"Crn m en t created by the Constitution was intended to he
a Ye/JT CJe71 tath '(' gO\Trnmt~n t rather than a d irect or pure democracy.
\\' h(~ t her elec-ted directly o r indirect ly. it was expected th a t Congress
and the President would he represen tative in the sense that they
would have a co nsidera b le independence of the voters. As George
Clymer said in the Constitutional Convention, " A re presentative is
appointed 10 think for and not with the people." T he Federalists
did not believe ill what they ca lled the "airy phantoms of pure
democrac y." !' They ma int a ined t hat "Democracy must be sea sone d
at least, wit h Arisrccracv. if not wi th xt onarchy.? " The Rhode
Isla nd o p po nent s o f the Constitution hdiewd in democracy and
majorit y rule a t home because they were the majority. The Federa list
minorit y. o n the other hand, hclir-vcd that democracy must be
checked and balanced. that the peo ple must he restrained. and that
pu blic views must be refined and en larged by placing po wer in the
hands o f representatives removed from t he direct con tr-ol of the
pe ople.
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make Congress independent of the people and start the natiun on
the road to monarch y and despotism. If members of Congress.
elected in R hode Island by the direct vote of the peo ple eYery year
and subject to all the popula r con t ro ls established in t he Articles of
Confede rat ion. could not safely be en trusted wit h even a limited
power of taxat ion , it would seem to follow that the government
created by t he Constitution could not safel y be entrusted with far

grcater powers.
Few of the Rhode Island Ann- Feder al ists had the educat ion o r the

liter a ry skill to make the most of thei r position . N ear ly a ll of the arti
cle." again:-t the Co nstitution by the Rhode b land opposi tion were
demag-ogi(" t ira des libera lly sprinkled w ith words like "liberty." " mon
archy:' "tyranny," et c. However. om- well-reasoned article puh
lished ove r th e pseudon ym of "A Ncwpon M an " in the Newport
J /erruTyof March 17. 1788, is an excellent statement of t he political
reasons for Rhode Island 's opposition to the Consti tutio n.

\ \' e arc told that so long as we withhold thi s power Imm Congress we
shall he a weak , despi~ed people-we wa s long ('ontending for Inde
pendenc e, a nd now we arc in a passion to be rid of it - , . .It seem s
rational in a case of th is importance to consult th e opinion of the best
man, a nd to whom ca n we better appeal than lOJ.J. Ros scau. a republi
can by birth and education, one of thr- most exaultcd geniuses and
one of rhe greatest writers of hi s age. or perhaps any age,. . one wh o
ha s wrote a Volume on Gov ernment r-ntith-d th e Social Contract,
wherein he inculcau-s that people should examine and determine every
public ac-t rhr-mselvrs, his words arc that "ever)" law that th e peopl e
have not ratified ill person is void it is nil law . The people of England
think they an' fret' , they a re much mistake-n, lhey arc so but during- th e
r-h-rtion of nu-mbers o f Parliament as soon ,I S th ey arc elected , they a re
slavr-s, th ey a rc nothing" , and by the uv- th ey make - of their liberty,
during th e short moments they posse~s it . they wel l deserv\, to loose il." 
T h is is far from advising that thirty thou sa nd souls shou ld resign thei r
judgmen t, and wishes inrin-lv to one- mnn for 1\\'0 yea rs. to a man, who,
perhaps. lIlay go from honu- sincere and pat riotic, bu t by th e rime ht·
has dined in POll1P for a week with th e \\ 'ea lthy citizens of Nt'w , 'ork and
Philadelphia , will havr- lost all hi, rig"id ideas of econom y and eq ua lity,
he will be Iasciuan-d with the elegant'it's and luxuries of wealth, these
splend id appear,lIu'es with some hints from his prerogative acquaint 
a nce, that if GO\"t'rlllllenl were fixed, a nd th e pe rquisites of office
suffic ient to induce a man of abilities to accept, no doubt you, or one
of vour sons, wou ld be the ma n for your qu arter : objects and intima
tio;lS like these soon ch ange the ch ampion for th e people to ,HI advocate
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Both the R hode Isla nd Federalists and the Ant i-h 'deralisls advo
ca ted a system of r hr-rks ami bala nces within the- federal gover n
nu-m. But I h t' ~ believed in r hrrks ami halam'cs for «pp o-ite reasons.
Wilh mi nor n(('p lion:- Ihe Rhodc' l -land .-\n t i - Ft'd c· ra li s l~ sup ported
dw( ks a nd h<l bl1 lT~ lx-ca u-c tlwy d istrusted a ccmrnl ~on'rnl11f'nt
removed [rum rln-irdirect control. O n the ot hr-r hand, the Federalists
wa nted a che ck ,nHI h;l!anc(' system IWI'ausc thc v feared tha t in the
('!HI th e major ity (Of the people wo uld ,!.: l·t con trol O\Tr that cennal
cov emment.

W ht'n tht· R hock Isla nd Convention, whic h fina lly ado pted the
Constit ution. mr-t in South Kingslown in \ Ian- h. 1 7~11l , t hcv adopted
a lon g and det ailed Bill of Righls and an additiona l Iwenty one
Amendments, whic h log-ether take lip <ix printed pac:es. T he Con
vention then adjourned and asked the voters to consider in town
meetin gs th e Bill of Rights an d Amend ments proposed hy the Con
vr-ntion. Since the \\ h(lle Bill of R i .c-h t ~ and all h ut four of the Amend
ment e were taken over wit h b ut ~Iighl verba l c hanc:e~ from the
recommend at ions of other sta les, Wt· shoul d 1101 p ut t oo much st ress
on Ih C'Se proposals. The Iounh sc'ninn of th e Rh ode Island Bill of
R i.c-hts dea lin,g with relig ious freedom i~ 1111' same proposal \\ hich
or igina ted in Virgin ia a nd was lat er adopted with s l i~h l cha nc e by
:\"ew York and :\Iln h C aroli na , TI \(' Rhode Island Bill of Righ ts
con tai ns the :«111I(' insistence on 1111' na tural or " unalienable" rights
of man. "'t' an' al-.. ) to ld "T hai al l power is na tura llv vested in, and
con seq uemlv deri ved fmm the Peoph-: tha t ma~slralt~ t herefore
arc thei r rru..tees and agents. and 01 1 all lime:" amenable to them."
These sta tements In~e l her with the a--ertion "That th e p O\\ er.> of
.eovcmmen t O M Y 1M' reassum ed hy the people. \\ hcn s ocvcr it shall
be-r-ome n("ce~"-<Ir~ In their happitu-...., .. arc strongly reminiscent of the
famous second para c:raph of the Ik rl a ra t ion of Indl'pc·ndt' Ju-e. In
adopling- t ilt' fon'goin g: ~la tetll t' llIs. h()\\ ('\ (,r. Rh ode bland \\a~ b ut
f" lIowing in the footslt,ps of \' irginia , Al'W Yor k. and Aorl h <ia rnlina.

Whell Ihe RhO(h~ b la nd Bill of Righls and :\ ITH'lld nll'llls wert '
rderrnl to the frtT nWtl in !own IlltTlin.gs. in betW(Tn the sessions of
thl' COll\(' lllion , a t ltoast (in ' of thl' town s (C harlestown, Glocester,
~l i dtlkIO\\ n . Ri(-tUlll Jll d. and :\"orl h Kingstown ) insi...tl'd on an

ildd ilional ilIlWlld lllc·nt , gi\ in.t: tht' St,l!l' k gislat llf('S thf' ri_dlt to recall
their Sl'nalO r.> ,It ,U l ~ time and <'In l ( 'I h('~ in thc'ir pb rc' . Thi...
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proposal was added to the Rhode bland Amendments when the
Conn'minn reconvened . The same lin' towns. with the exception
of G !OCC:<t CT. abo insisted rhat Sena tors and Representa t ives shou ld
lx- pai d b~ t he stall'S rather than hy CongT~".,tI The proposal th ai

me mbers of ConKn'~~ sho uld be pai d hy th e states rathe r than h~

th e federal ~tln'nlll]('n t evidently failed to secure the suppo rt of a
m a jorit y in 11](' C OI1\'l'llti o n. It is possible that 0111('1" IOWflS supported

tht' sa me proposals but have left no rcr-ord of their action. Bot h the
recommen dat ion of the fi n: towns. which was added til the Rhod e
Island Amendment s and the measure that failed of adoption. indicate
the strong" desire of the Rhode bland freemen to continue the same
control ove r Congress with which they were familiar und er the
Art icles of Confedera tion. Xeither of these recommendatio ns is
found in the Bill of Rigbrs or Amend ments adopted by the other sta tes.

~ I any of th ose who han writt en of Rhode bland 's opposition to

the Constit ution place chid st rcs.. on a ttac hment to stare's rights or
decentrali zati on. In the wri te r's opi nion , this em phasis on derentrali
zation was sim ply the result of a beli ef that a ll po wc'r was dangerous
ami that government should be the di rec t expre~..ion of the will of
the people. Decen tr aliz at ion of power was sim ply a mea ns to popular
cont rol of ~m'c'rn nl/' ll t, the method of keeping: governmen t demo
cratic. Rh ode 1...land conside red the major ity of thr- sta tes as more
aristocratic than democratic. The Rhod e Island people trusted them
selves ; they did not t rust the majority in Congres...

The Fed eral Bill of Righ ts was only another means of p rotectin g:
liberty and gua rding against the tend ency of th e cen tr a l government
to usurp too m uch power. When the Rhode Island Convention met .
the first ten Amend ments to the Federal Co nst it ution had al read y
been ratified by eight states. Assumi ng the ra tifica tion of R hod e
Island , th e favourable action of only one more sla tc' was lll·c('S.o;;ary
to make ou r prCM'nt Bill of R iRhts part of the COll!'tit ut ion. The
almost cert a in ad oplion of the fin;1 tC'n Amendments to the Con stitu
t ion S( T IllS to ha H' had hut slight in flu('n("(' in Rhnth' Isla nd . E\'idcntly
the Rh ode bla nd Ami- Fedrra li!'ts felt t ha t the ITWlTll11ellda tions of
Con gres,<; d id 1I0 t go fa r enou gh in dH'c king and restra in ing t ht~

federal go\"{' rnme nt.

'"S tapks, op. rjl _. PI' _ """-"n,,. TO" 'n ~fcc t i n g Rccord ~, ;';0 , 2, Town of
Co loccstcr 1786- 18M, M,·t"I;n i{ of .\ p ril 2 1. 17~.
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T he best known historians h ho have presumed In pa.," judgment on
this state's conduct in the period imrnediatclv following the Revolu
tion han Ircquentlv ber-n rather severe in their condemnation of
R hode Island's conduct. Only in retrrn-peCl is it easv 10 see that
Rhod e J..land's opposition 10 the Constitution was in many rb>pccL"
narrow and ~hortsightt'd.

The l:;reatn('S.... of .Yrncrica has beena resu lt of the blcndins of two
.great conflicting pri nciple-of gove rnment which \\c somewha t looselv
ca ll H amilton ian and J dInson ian. Eac h has made its contribut ion
to th e strength of this nat ion. I t is fortunate that in the lon g ron
tin ucd struggk lx-twr-rn thest" two grea t conflict ing philosop hies of
go ve rn men t. neither th e principles of Ham ilton nor those of J effer
son were rvr-r romph-telv victorious.

In a let ter to the President and Congress of the "eleven" United
Stales of Amer ica th e Rhode Island Gen eral Assemblv expla ined
thei r Failure to ado pt t ill' Co nstitution as follows :

The peop le of th i~ Stan- from its first settlement, have bo- n accustomed
and ~trongJy anachr-d to a democratic form of govern ment. Thev have
viewed in thr- 111' \\ Con-tit urion an app roach. thoug h perhaps bu t small.
toward that fonn of government from which wr- have lately dissolved
our ronm-edon at \0 much haza rd and cXfX"n~l" of lifl' and treasure:
Iht·y have <ecn. with ph-a-ure, the admini-trarion rhcrcof , from the 1I1000t
impo rtant tru-t downwards. rommined to men who han' highly merited.
and in whom the- pl'Oplt' of the United Stan-, plarr- the unbounded
confidencr-: \TI. r-vr-n in thi, riroumvrane-e, in i"df 'o() forrunau-, thev
han ' apprehended danger by way of pn'C"cdent . . . w., an' v-nsible ~f
the extremes 10 which democratic govvmrnent- an' 'o(lIIwlimcs liable.
~llIethillg of which wr- han' lately experienced. hut we e-tcem them
temporary and partia l I'\'il~ compared with the Jn~, of libcrtv and thl~

righi' of a fn't· I)('OP'I"~ :

The opposition to the Comt itution in Rhod e hlan d was slrong
h(Tau~~ t hey spo kt· for Iht' liberal de mocratic tradition of thi s sta te.
T he y spo kt, for tilt' lilwral de mouatic principk~ which in the snen·
t("('nth a nd eight{T lith (Tlltury had re{'Cin ·d gn ·;!ter aea' planct" both
in theory and pra\ t in' in Rhode Isla nd th an in any other part of
the world . TIlt'y spo ke for a philosophy of .!-":Cl\T fIlmelll in sume
r('~p l'n~ mort· suitI,d to a sim ple ag'ra rian ~J(' it' ty that is pas t. tha n to

the com plex indust ria l ~oeit,ty o( today, T he Rhod e I .~l alld Ant i
Federalists \\ {'n ' stro ll.!-": hn ' ause they spo ke (or those fundament.1!

'"'Sta p lt"S. 01'. cit_ . PI'. tiljI·t>23.
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Rhod e Isla nd wa.s the on ly state that wished to make it mo re
difficult to amend th e Constitution. Here the An n-Federalists found
themselves in a major inccnsisrencv. Insisting on twen ty-one further
amendments to th e Constitution. thev a L"O wished to ma ke it difficult
til make any chang~ in the Co nstit ution of which thl'y m ight dis
app rnn'. Th is led to th e rerom m endanon th at ot ter l i 93 all
Co nstit ut ion al Amen dment s would havr- to receive the assent of
eleve n of the oriuina l thirteen sta tes.

We an ' all familiar wit h the gua ra ntee of relig ion... fre edom con
rained in the Rhode Island Charter of 1663 still in r-tfcct a t th e t ime
wlu-n th e Con stitution was ad opted . H owever, exn'pt fo r t ill' guar
ann-e of libertv of conscience, Rh ode Island had no sta te hill of
ril.:hts until I fH2. In R hod e Island , as well as the other states, one
of til(' favorite ar guments ilgainst the Federal Constitu tion was the
ahsenreof a Bill of Rights. Yet nor until ten years after the adopt ion
of rlu- Co nstit ut ion did this sta te pUI int o sta tute law the main civi l
libert ies enumerated in the first ten Amendments. and not un til t he
ado ptio n of th e new Sture Con stitut ion in 1842 werc the!'o(' .guar antees
incorp orat ed int o the fundament al law of the sta te. The Anti
F{'dcralists believed that the most detail ed restraints upon Ct)llgrt.....~
were 1U'(" ('S..sa ry. Evid em lv they did no t think it neccssarv to restrai n
them selves.

CO:-;CLI'S IO:-;

I t i~ too muc h to cxfX"ct that our forefa thers should han' be-en able
to for~e all the benefi ts, direct and indirect. which resulted from
the Constit ution. The immediate errmomir- inte rests of the Federalist
mi nori ty, i. r. , tbe mncant ilt' !'l"Ction of the sta tl". requi rt,t! th l'
~trt' n,g t hen i nl:; of th e cent ra l autho rity of the gO\·ermm·lll. HO\\ l"\ 'cr
much we may d ifTer tod ay on the de~re(' of cent f.1 lization w(' 1ll"lie\ 'c
d{"~irahle , no one in America would wi~h to return to th c Art ick s
of Co nfedera tion. W hat is import an t today is not that t Ill' Con stitu 
t ion at the time of its ado ption S('l"nu-d to henefit most inunn.lia tdy
an e("on omi c minority, hut rat her tha t in the lon g flm the Constit u
tion has sCf\' ed the g-rea ter good of all the people. At tht' t ime of
its rat ificat ion the COllstituti()Jl a ppea red in sc\Tf.11 im portan t fl'speets
to ht· rolll ra ry to the immediatt" en lllom ic interests of the major ity
of this sta te . This is one rcason wh y th e Ant i·Fcdera l i ~t ea ll~ was
Sll strong in R hod e Isla nd .
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principles uf liln-rt y and de mo cracy which the Revolution ha d pupu
larized and spread throughout th e U n ion , Till' opponents uf the
Constitution we re ~trong because they spo ke for th e vision of a free
socictv-e-A rueric-a 's gTeateH con tribution to the world.

lend]

F rom Dr . Howard K. T urner , Cl'lIollo!;)' of th ,' Descendants of
lI umllh rl'J' TrH/lfr .. " comp. hy j aco b T urner.

From ~targ"arc t E. Bailey, 2 ·~ h-tu-rs of Will iam wh itma n Baik-y,
written lx-twccn 189;) and 190.1.

Fro m Colin ~t . :\fa kepe an ". ma te rial i..sued by R. I. Ph ilatel ic Socit"t\",
19-16, to COl11ll1( '1I10ral<' IOOth anllinTsary of Provide-nc-r- Po-tmaster;"
stamp.

From the estate of thr- late Prof. Roher! Chambers, 1I albums of H. . L
stampfl'ss an d stumped cove-rs.

By purchase, Pr ovidence G azette, Xov. !.J, 1766 : J ulv 3, 1779 .
By pu rt-hao-, First Flou-ers 0/ Our lrildf rll fH , hy j"anws Thomas

Ftexnr-r.
By pu rch ase. l ud cx /0 Gl'lll'alogil'a! Periodicals, \-",2 , by D onald Linr-v

j ilt'ohus,
From Ken neth Shaw Safe, photograph album of ~li" Abbott's School

facult y and pupils, invent ory of j oh n Brown Lloua-, Aug. 2i. 1897, and
misr-rllancouv mart-rial.

From F ranc\'s W. Sibley. Abra ham Whipple's le-tte-r book , 1779-1806.
( ms.}

From Charles A. ~ ~agu irl', quill pell and photostatic copy of till"
repeal of th e act excluding R hod e Islander , from M assach uscu , ( 1618).

From J ohn Nicholas Brown, 17~16 broad-ide, ",\ comcdv called th e
j "w." ,

F rom Mrs. Georg"e E. Downing, T Ill' Lv!; Cabill ,Uy th , hy H arold R.
Shurtleff.

By exchange. from the Connecticut State Library, 9 is-uc-, of CVII
/I " dinl/ .\fa;:a ~ i/l " .

From thr- author, Alled!,s Lane, by George I.. :\l incr.
From ~[rs , Chnrkun- ~1. Neal , plat of Sn-plu-n Wh ip ple huryinJ.:

ground.
By e-xchange. The Carr Book, by Art h ur A. Carr.
From th e a uthors, } 'a ll k N ' Sh ip Sailill g Cards and M ore Lmk n ' Sh ill

Sailill g Cards, by Allan For bes and Ral ph Eastma n .
From the author, General W iifiam Barton, hv F ra nk II . Swan.
By e-xchange. Th e H istar.. of W oodstock , \-".7 a'nd R.
From th .. estate of ~ lary D. A. Sayles, por-t raits of Willia m Peckham

Bullor k and Fifa Fckc (T owlN'ndl Bullock.

• • •

COLO~L\L CH ICA~ERY

Fo u nd ill the Champlin Pa pers. now being ind exed by Xlr. C lark

,..un :\. Collins. 3d.. is this interesting letter. which we reproduce to

gin' o u r readers an insight into the mercantile methods of our co lon ia l

ancestors, T he writer. Thomas Greene, a Yale man , was a nu-mber

of the well-k nown R hud e Isla nd family, hut of a branch tha t had

moved 10 Boston . G reene became one of Boston's most prominent

merchants during the first ha lf of the eighteen th r en t urv. D a n iel

A yraul t, to w hom the letter was written, occupied a cor respondi ng
posit ion in the: socia l and commerciallife of Newport .

Bo -ton M a rch 22nd ; 17:F,

:\Ir. Danl. Ayr ault junr.

S,·

Sin ce writein,~ the Inclosed A thought Came into my Head which
if it Could be brought to Perfed ion would Clear us Irom Our Difficult y
which i, thi s, if you Co uld gel the Captain to Sign a N('w Bill of Ladeing
for Nathl s. Goods & Consign them to the order of Tim'. (;n"']ll' in
M a d e ra & not [("II the Captain know it when IH" d oc it , it would Cut off
that Memorand um of Bro thr. Nathlv. whirh i, the (;I"('at('st Article
against lIS . it might be DOlle thus get him to Drink a \lugg or 2 o f
Phlipp and as he is poor & wants ~lone}' offer to let t him have twenty
o r :IO/sh illings & tak e hi" Receipts for it in part of his wag-es hut where be
is to Sign kit the bottom of the Bill of Ladt" ing he So that hi, :"a111('
ma y be on the Bill of Ladeing iu-u-d of the re("(' ipts. tbi-, mav "~I '11l at

first an underhand tricking way hut ; I S it will not hurt the Captain no r
a ny Particular P ( T SO ll 1101' iv done with no- uch View hut only to Cut!
olT the Mcmord . above mentioned. I think then- is ,,"othing of ev il in ill .
lnclo-e-d is one of the o riginal! Bill- of Lad eing with whi ch thi-, mu «
run parrr-llr-l ,IS this must he kept Vl'fry private I Could depend o n No
one to do it somuch a s You. Could You briug it to Perfection it would
he of Va st advantage

I am with due respects. Sr Yo :\ 10st I Iumhk-. Servt .

Thos. ( j l"( ' ( ' I W

rs if yo u dour bring- it to Perfecti on hurn this
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Im /c':o.; 10 T be f old .. Rt'n J".h of /b e 'I'rJln J (J f PnJ!'idtll<' l', ro inm es ' ,X X I
... I" Ri ,-h,u d i .d l.lw ll How en. prt·.id...111 "f the Rh..d" l -Iand lIi"nril,, 1
S.,,-irly. Providence. Rhode fsl,md lI i" " ri, .11 ....... -ciet v. 1 ' 1 ~ 9 . ,ii, 9 ip.

.\ Ii Ind . \' '" t hr: Earh U. rmd, " f thr T m. n ..I Pr" , id. "r. ha- 1"11 1;: bee-n
ll<" l"{lt-d . Th(" l"rl11\-Ollr \'fIlum", .. f Hrro,d•. puhli,hnl lrom IM'I! t" 191;,_
;.IT<' imk,("d ill """h' \'0 1111111". hUI it \;,!..," ""I1.i,1o'r"hk l ilUt· to """ffh through
tIll" r-utire snir, f"r " .iucl,· na nn-; an d the " 'p" r" le illll.-",. c"tIlpli", lll' thl'
.illl,l lion !J\' en lering na n", . under tI ...ir manv and di lJcrin g spdlillg., in- Ie,,, ]
of uuder lill' 111"" rnmlll"l1 lorm of name. -The prr,,·1It ....,l'...lid;llt'o ind.·~
i. tI\I' rt'_, ult tlf the ner-ds 0 1 Ric hard I.r H" "'1l n,," <:"n lor hi'll' in wurk on th e
hi"!"", 01 R..h"I",lh. II r h.,_ prepared a nail'" and 1'10,,(" i'lfl," for 1111" printed
f :a>!y ' UfTord. of th,' T o;, n of Pro :'id, ~fT . and the City "r I' w \-iJ " I1l (" ha.
finan • ed lh,' publicalitln tof th,' \tllumr. Ii i. 111<' Iir<1 I"",k p"hli_l...d b~- the
Rh..de Is land lhvtorira l Soti.-t\ in ,i,w("IJ \r.lr_. T h,' r,·.tllt is hic llh .ali"
f,"lur\' and a " "d il 10 ~ l r . Ho;,ell \ ind lt'l ~\' "ud for... ight. .

Th,: pre-c-ut \'"lullU" provides an index '"f namex, aud then " f pi,,, ,.
f.. llow,'d by a , rpara te imk-x of tile I" " ",,1"" 11"' of gra\ "'l"' ''' renl((1- or II...
Xort h Buria l G round. " hir h should he iruJ,-",d ... p"rau l\ . ,ill,r thry an
fhirlh "llh,' mm-teenth "'mun ;llId haw litll.· ' ·OTmr.ti(,1I "ilh the early
lo" n ·rr.-ord ,. T h(" index nl P""r~"I1,,1 nam...' i_ \irtu"ll~ a f ...n-u-, "f the tirct
,-..nturv of Ihl' hi-rorv fif l' rm id, ·n, e. T h.. n.II11" m'''' Ire querulv found in
th ... ind("x i, t hai "f T hfim ", O ln..y. with I :wn rd rr..Ilt r- v. followed h~ Ri, h,u d
" ';IIt' rm'tIl with O\'er 8lHI ref ... rene-r- '. Rug" r " 'ill ia rn' ",HIl' 31111 cmrics.
:\ ~ 1<';1 1 help i. l it.. di1Tn .'m ial ioll o f pn ." m of ti lt' ,am.. nall1\" hy ~,·ttl"Ta l ions

or Ir\ ("'",ri pliw t itl es. Siltn , th (" lwenty,ulle \'o lu lI\c, c" m a il,,' d 51.'",1; pa ).::e<
a nd :?,IrHO.tlOn "ord•. Ihe hrl pll1 ll1"" u f t his nJJl" ,lid,jt ..d indt'x i. ;'I'P'H("I11 .

T o gin '" l:!."..1TIlra'ur... for his \'o lum(" ~Ir . Browll has pru\'ided. in .m ,,!,pendix
of ..1<'\'rn Pace•. a ,,·rin .. f hrlpfo llloles un pr("\-iou< R hod .. I. la nd g..n"aloci",,1
umkn"kinc'. II .. dt'" ri!)('s ,\ustin'< (;, ".-a/o c;rat Dict i" " aq "I Rhod,' Id aJt d
dUll imlrws Ih.. (amilil" illrluded. li'I ' Ih.. f,lIl1ilir' ill (: . .\ mlrn " ~I .. riari ly·s
ad di ti"ll' ,md n,rr...nion. I" .-\u.tin. "'hi,-h h,,\'{' a pp"''lw d in tIll" . lmaira1l
(;," , {j /o,~ i_, / , ,It ,, lli 'l~ lh,' R hode b J;md gell<'al"gi ..., 10 Ill" r,,""d In va rin ll'
(lt her Iti. ' orit-" I .md .1:;~l1r.t1ol:;i('al publicat ion•. T h,', t' " d di lio na l p" I:;' " an' of
m udl " , . i. r.llI' ,. 10 tlit' 'Imk lll (,I Rhode I. b nd 2:rll,'al"gy.

.\lthotll!h Ih.. tKK.k und" r r{'" i...... i. pru f... , ...·d ly "11 illt1o' , uf namr, and pla'Ts
in til,· I,,("my-on.. printed \ulum("s of !l a o,dJ. it miehl Ila\{' Ix-en " ..II if \I r ,
&",, 'n hOld nWl1ti..ned in hi_ prrfMr til 11,,' H, /""ts of IllI" R...-"rd Com mi.·
,i"nrr_ prinl...1 Irnm 18~1! t" IR9 i . ,md spni.llh Ih... ForH/h H' 1", ' t a nd th,.
F it /h H' 1""t " hi, h in thrnhdw. ,,,' 1'1' btK.l. o f !lfl ,Illd 171 p"cI", brc:rr
'H·ttl"lh' th an "'\'I'ra l or llll' \'ollll11e< ill Ih ,' ,,·ri... of H,-r", rIJ. Till' I" " N <' l'urls
'11'1' of ·llHWh h i. l" ,-i", t1 \·" ltll' in Iha l lIwy proddc ;> . " hj", I i TJ(I,' ~ 10 Il C" rl ~
8-11111 d'''-UllWllh daled from Ir)J~1 10 IR2.l. T h.. inde, I" lilt' R t l'm tl is hy
\[lhjr'I' _w·h ". Brider , . Il i l! hwa~ _. I'.Klr, R... ·,' lur ioll. a nd ·(",," ·m <. hilt n("arh,
..\rr~ ..lIIn ".tll.lin' th,. n.lm,· "f .1 p"r" ,./..1'Il<'.... 8l •• r ur lllOrt' rl.ltll("' arr
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ill."",,' ••ibl ,' """"1'1 h~ rr"di ne nn\ p"2:r of til<' subj....' il1d,· x. T Ill" Po u rl"
H,'p" , / '11'0 il1,.] uo", thr- nnme iruk" of 5tHr naun- ill Pape r-munev Ib lll
~ f"rt 2:a2:e '. ;.lnd an ind,'" of pia l. of .lre("rs and hi1ZlI"a\. I,..f"r(" IHIM l, ,("It'nrd
[nun file. in the olfir(" .. f rh.. Cil\ Clnk. Perh.rp- Ih" ,, ' 1" 0 volume should
br ....pa ra tl'ly indexed.

~I r, "",,("n i. emuled tn mu ch n"dit f.. r , ..mpilinl;: Ih i. I" d(", . It mu,t h..l\ r
been a rd u..u. wnrk fo r hi m In 'up"rilll("nd '" rnanv rkt"il, 01 prilllin~ ill
the midst of a htl" manufaca urin e lift', IIIJI I llnp" ,h"I h" r("alil('" rhat .eholar.
arr- greatly irukhit'd 10 h im ;HL<I n'j"i,t' lh " l Ill' ha. produced 'I' vuluabl .. ,I

rrkrr ll"" I"" ,k.
• l .. \II L:'.;' " " . B II II;t\.\\I

.\ m..rican .\nliqllari;1I\ Snc i... ly

A RhoJ~ /JI.mJ ChJpl",i" i" thr Rel Qlu l; rHl, Ull,.". o f Ehr"e~ l'r DJ l iJ
to S it'h (Jl41 l R"ou''' , 17 7S·17 7H...d il ...d I" J..annenr- l I. Hlark and \ \ ill i'lI11
( ; r<"'m" Rorlker. Providence, T Ill" Rh, ,,It·· I. land S''''i r l~ " f llll" Uinrinnati.
l~q9. '\Xi, 8! p.

T hi_ h"nd "" tlI(" linl" volume orf"" a 1ZIiTll Il'''' of lif ... in Wa.h illl;: loll·' ,\ rnn
". -e-en hy " yuu nc mini- te r 0 1 t he ~\'("n1h. (),jy fb pt i' IS, [ !>..neu r Oa liol
I/:r"t.!ual..d Irom Rhode Idand Co llr et' Bru" TI L"lli'''r,ily in 17i!. and "a_
prutMbly about I" '-"'lly.l"ur yea" (lId when h.. berame Chaplain .. f Colonel
J U nt" ~ l i l dl "' l \ 'anllllll " h t Rhod.. Icland R"'eim("llI. In th e n("XI 1" 0 yr" r.
h,. .r " ...1 lh i. n-u ime m and Colonel \\' ill ia tll Hond ', 2:lIh L'nntinenta l R.-ginw nt
at II... ,in!:,· "f Bo, ton a]](1 al ~"\I York . T i...,mlnoga, ,lIld t ill' lI ud ,on R iw l'
lI ic hland_, l. ..t<·r in I in ht' "a. wi lh Colonr! I- ra('1 .\ !lllt'l l's !d Rlu>t! t' Is];,nd
Rn:lnwlll ull Ih.. 0 ..."''' '''1'' and "a' pr..... nl '" Ih.. ..\'al"lI;l1ion of FOri ~ f i ltl i ll .

'\ I'pa r("nt ly lif" ill III..... r l11 ~ \1im ulal<'"<:1 in Dad d a n lm"r... t in lll"diein (". fnr
hi. 1;,,1 1("II..r. IHi lll.'n . honly Ixf"r" II.. died .. f " " pmrid (,.' ·("r." indi.'", ... Iha l
hI' h,ullJl.'l::IIn th(" >lud l {If m...di~in.. an d " a . abulII I" _t,jn wnrk in Ih.. " rm\
ho.pilal " I (.;u1I"a. I("I. I' ..nnsyh -a ni...

T ha r i. ll o l hin~ Ilt'l\ or ,I" rtr;n~ in ,111 ~ " f lh,'_" klwr•• bllt Iltl'y d... ,,,hI
d,'I"i l 10 nur pi"lu rr of Iht' Rr " olmi "lI : t l,.. men ill ",un I' d i_ln ' " ing ti lt'
,-haplain b ~ Ihe ir pro f,mily. Ihr Urili_h nlli,,'J "II... "" " read y 10 .1:" 1 out of
11\1' ""unln ' lIId 1ft Ih... ,\ Ilwri t'an_ nIl e",-h "Ih("r', Ihro.ll s. Ih... ,·i\ ·ilian. and
",Idin" "Iikr ",.rn-inl/: aL",ut in Hal io n. Th,. 1" Iler, do TIt'1 f" rm a '-"Uli"unu-
....rir_. hut Ih rd.il"r_ h..\{' fil"'tl Ihr 11:'1?, b\ • ,'II, ·i.... 'ullllll"ri.._ nf l h.. milil"n
, ilu"l iull pr " d in1Z ..a, h 1("11("1' . ~ fort'o\·er. "'1'1\ Ir tl ... r ha, h"" 'l1 t horou1Zhh
" ml"I ., led : " II t h... per" .,,_ mr l1li'''1O'd .IT(" idr llli h.·.1 'lIId "I""ur<' ph ra....
e, pla i,wd, T I... bon k i. illu .trat..d hl- 'HI ,·."I~ \iell "f ll n .., .. l"ni,n, ily.•l
",,,,,kill of ;lll"l' li, m,d n'rrnlllllY""lhe S"hul lkill Rh '..r. a]](1 a ,'olltc'mll0,."r ,
rn"p "f Ihr I lr l" " " r1 ' Rin ' r R"1Z i" I1 ,
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The Providence Founders and their

St ra ng-e Adven tures in Religion
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•
XOHIll her 16 8: lYp.m.

The French in Rhod e Isla nd 
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