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T h.. / ' ro vjd r " re ( ; ,H f.T T E 0/ A p,jl ~I. I i'lfi, (I",i.., ,m "d" ...liumrnl It'hic h read,
(I' (allau',,, " .\1r. RL.4SCIfAUD , .., pnl/ullr i"/orm. Ih .. Ladiu a" d C r nllr"", ,,
o{ Provid ..,,,,r H . IJIIl I h .. propou..' Iv nhjbir 10 p"blir r·i..u', prt>vidr d ,I suffic irn r
S" bso i pl ion ca" br "bluinrd I" ,ift",)' Ih.. f:~ I) r nu . " ipl..ndid 8.H.I.00 ,"" .
10 u'hic h "' il/ bf III/'Uhfd "" i",,,,n,,.. I'A UAC Il U Tf.', an d a H'n kr l u'ilh lin
.·j"im"IJ. Th .· /' "",r h" r.. ",,,/ R", J. ~ I ,dll. III " re 'I"in DiMa" o i" Ihr .4jr, h
,f ..larhrd / 'om Ih .. [l" I/" " n. ""d dnu"d;n~, ,,..,'/1 I""d Ih...h.i", ali i" S,,/..,)'
r h.. Ball", ,,, ",ill 0,"",...1, ""d, di5Ch"r,~i"..~ ils j/uid, '~Iwrn IQ rh" "lInh. S"b 
,rtipli(ln Pllp"" "';1/ b.. opn'fd 1/1 JI " S"b;n ·s. <lr rhr PO! I-O lfiu . ""d 111 ,\1,.
W ha ler', Bm.A·S I,,' r , Ihis :I / l r " lO(ln . ""d ronlin,u 01''''' unlil T ur. d ,,)" nr"I.'·

Jran Pin ... fJI",,,h ,,, d . "'ho i" u Tlrd Ihi! ud,· ... liu".e >!1 i n Ih .. G I H ' T T f. In'.'

0"" 0/ th.. moJ! ultb,,,r,,,j '1/I1"fl.~ ~'/fly fI""''' ''',IJ, h i 178,; h ~ mad.. Ih .. "ul
balloo" oflS,i"g "f t h~ f;,,~ /i, h Ch"",,~I. 0" J""u,,,J' 'I, 17fl'I, '"~ Phi/" delphia , h,
m"d.. Ih .. lirJl b"l!oo" "uo,' ill .~ ",oiu"

I I ",," ,M I,e iflrnol;"~ '0 ~,,,,,,. ...ht/hn '" ""I Ihp II Mn l1 t,'<I, 11(/,,,,lIy ml1d,
i/l 1'10llid , ,,u , / or jubuqurnr ;""0 o/Ih~ r ; 17. LT T t ' IT"oll flO ,u o ,d o/Ih~ ~"r "I ,

by C H,\ RLf.S O . L f.l I C H F., JR.·

I" !'LlCIT in the ent ire co urse of the Dorr Rebellion is a series of
questio ns hoth philosophical and lega l. The Dorr movement , as has
been clearly shown in the pages of this journ al, was a broad popula r
ca use which exemplified the literal int erpreta t ion of natural rights
and popu lar sovereignty: opposed to it was a gro up whi ch sought
the san ction of legit ima cy as justificati on for its actions. Beyond th e
local area of cc nt rovcrsv these ma tte rs \HTe brought into the sphere
of consti tutio nal interpretation through their connection with the
"gua rantee clause" of the Constit ution of the United Sta tes, wh ich
prov ides that : "T he United States sha ll g ua ra ntee to ewry State in
this Union a repu blican form of go\Trmllent."1 Both parties to the
IR42 cont roversy sought Federa l support and in the cou rse of the
dispute m uch light was thrown upon this relatively obscure port ion
of our federal charter. Alth ou gh the ma tter fa iled to elicit a ny specific
act ion from washington as a result of the a pplicat ion of the ,guaran
te-e, it provided the pretext for a thorough exam ination of the altcrna
rive courses of action and for a d efin ite interpretati on of this pa rt of
the Const itut ion th at was to endure substant iallv unch anged to the
presen t da y,

Although th e gua rantee had figur ed prom inently in several impor•
tant constitutional cri ses pr ior to 1842 , they had all bern aspect!' of
th e broad i.<,SIl C of slaverv. An ti-slavery Co ngressmen called slaver v
unrcpublican an d asked th e invocat ion of the guarantee against those

• ....., "'"· i,, t,· I' rof,·. sor .. nd {"h ~irTll~ n of In" dq ,..nrnr nl of poli tica l . r i,·nn·,
K nux C olk !!T, Ga l... burg, Ill ino i•.
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rule had th e virt ue of easy comprehensibility, and as early as th is
date it is d ear that th e "suffragists" were planning to ignore the
cha rte r government and to proceed extra-lega lly. Appeal" to th e
guarantee clause. and hence for Fed eral support, wen: clearly fore.
shadowed. Xot so simple was the posit ion of th e cha rte r gove rn ment.
As the crisis deepened after the adoption of th e Dorr cons titution,
Governor King's appea ls to Washin.ltton were based upon the legit
~macyof h is regime. The identification of legitimacy with republica n
L",," was founded u pon the M adisonian doctrine that the govern ments
under wh ich the sta tes had ente red the Union were per se republica n :"
since Rhode Islan d had not changed its government since enteri ng
the Union. Kin g had ample aut hority for insisting upon th e repub
lica nism of his gove rnment. Such bein g the case, Ki ng maintained
that the protect ion of th e nati onal power sho uld be thrown over it
instead of the D O TT group. From th ese conflict ing views of the nat ure
of a republican fonn stemmed the whole tra in of events, The Presi
dent. Congress, and th e Suprem e Court were all called upon to pro.
no unce upon the matter.

President Tyler was the first to spea k. H is repl y to Governor King's
request for a.ssistan ce, altho ugh refusing aid, went on to sti pula te
that the President's d uty req uired h im to recognize the charter go\'Crn 
ment as legit imate and that he had no rig:ht to examine into " real
or supposed" defects in th e govern men t of a n}' sta te." T yler was to
retain th is posit ion th rou ghout th e alTair ; he looked upon his position
in the matter as bein g determined by law and as leaving him virt ually
no discretion . As lon g as Co ngress chose to recogn ize one of the
compet ing gover nments as republican , he was bound to support that
fact ion . It is true th at events never necessitated the active military
sup port of the Federal government . but Tyler stood read y to furn ish
it if nen:5.o;;ar)'.

' I II number XLII.' o f 1·".r F.,du alist , Madi ' on had wri n ..n : " In a ronf..de ra cy
found.cd O il. r..publica n prmclplr., an d ccmpo d of " 'puhl icall m..m brrl, th e
. upr rmUndm K governm..nt oUKhl el(" arl )" 10 po au tho ri ty 10 defend th r syl l..m
agai nst a ri' loc ra tic or monarchical innovations. Th(" marc inllmat (" th .. nalur e
?f SUC h. a ullion Illa )" Ill'" , the IIlr("atrr int ..r...S1 hav(". Ih .. ",..mbers in Ih l:" pol itical
msntunons of ..ac h o lh ... ; and th.. 'fr.-al "r rtltht 10 ms ist Ih al th .. form s of govl:"rn
Incnl und..r wh ich rh.. compact was rnl ..r..d in lo should be subs/4n/ jall)' main.
ta in.:-d . . . As 101lK, th...efor.., as th f" c"i. ti n ll ' r publica n for m. arr contillul"d by
th.. Sta l"s , t h c ~' a rC guara n trl'"d by Ih .. rr d r ral Constit ution." H..nrv C abot Lod!'t"..
rd;lor, T hr Frdu alisf (N ..w York an d I.o ndo ll : 1888 ) , pp. 270.27 1. . ,

'Rur~,, 'J Hr po, t. pp. 658-659.

2 T he Dorr Rebel/ion and the Federal Constitu tion [January

Mates whic h pro tected it ;2 th e Sout her n forces defended th e republi
canism of the institution." The abolitionists saw in Co ngress th e right
10 define a republican form and to resha pe state gove rn ments to con
fonn to that sta ndard :" o pposed to that position was the contention
that the esta blished government in a state was rep ublican and that
the (Xlwer of the Federal gove rn ment ....-as lim ited to a preservation
of th at govemmem against violent overthrow.f The Do rr crisis was
the first time that a consideration of the philosophic q uestion of a
republican fonn and the legal question of the amount of power con
ferred by the guarantee was free of the highly emotional overtones
of the slavery issue. Thus the clause received a greater degree of
dispassionate analysis and a fuller consideranon than had heretofore
bee n the case. Added to th is was the fact that all thr ee branches of
tht' Federal government were brought into the matte r, an d each
thus consciously set precedents that were to endure .

From the poi nt of view of constitutional interp retation, the poi nts
a t i",,,uc in the Dorr Rebd lion were three: first, the nature of the
republica n fonn of govern ment guaranteed by the Constitut ion ;
second, the determination of wh ich branch of th e national govern
ment was to execute the guarantee; and th ird , the fonn and scope
wh ich th at execution was to take, T o each of these a defini te a nswer
was furnished by the roursc of events between 18-).2 and 18-),8.

T he Rh ode Island Suffrage Association listed in 1840 as one of
its principles "that by e\Try right" human and divi ne, th e majority
in the State sho uld gove rn" and went on to condemn as unrepub
licnn <lo ny gove rnment which did no t provid e for such an arrangeme nt.
This simple idr-nrification of republican govern ment with majorit y

' & r rf"mark. of R..pr~ ... ntativ.. "·ul l<-r of Maseach useus , Feb ru ary 1'), 18 18 :
"T hr ~"i. t..nee of .lavrr)" in an)' Stat.:- is . . . a d ..parture from rep ublica n prinri 
plr·I ." .~ .... au 01C on ",ru , 15th Con'!rl'"II. 2nd 5l'", "ion, p. 1180 .

'SCl'" rl'"marh of T r ..;tori,,1 Drlq ptc Scott of M in o ur ;, ibid., p. 1182.
' Rrprr"'ntali\"{' lia rd of 1"rw York foun d in 1836 tha t Cong rl'"U had " a right

to d;r1'ltr th.. form nf ;11 [A rkansas ) Iundament a l code or comli t u tian, wi th a
vil'"W 10 rend..r in ~ ; t co nsin.-n t with such a for m of government . . : . Drollln in
C onl:'ru . 24 th (: a tllfrr ." 101 S,·..;on, p . 4269.

' P illkllq' of M ,uyla nd f..1t th ai th .. gua ran trr wa. "a prot..cl; n lf ma nd" I!' 10
Con"ir.... to intnpOl" wilh th .. for c.. a lld aUlhority of th " L'n;on a l{a;ml th aI
viol-nee ;lI1d usu rpat ion by wh ich a member of it mi gh t othe rwise be opprr-sv-d
hy profl ;lIlat r and po w"rfu! in di viduals, o r ambitious a nd unprinrip l..d far tion . ...
t·rhrua q ' 15, 18 19, An na b of Co nKrns, 16th Cong rl'""" 1s1 Sr u ion, p , 4 13.

"J/o us, B rpo, ls, 28 th (: onl[r.... , ht S..ssion , no. 54 6, p. 109 (h..r..af trr rd..rrrd
to as Rurl., 'l Hrpo, I ) .
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In cont rad iction to th e original memorial whi ch had launched
the inv estigation . the ma jority of the Rhode Island legisla ture filed
a co unter protest. This summed up th e anti-Dorr position . It asserted
the republican character of the charter government (since it was the
form of government und er wh ich Rhode Island had entered the
Union ) and the inahilitv of Congress to inquire into the-republicanism
of the " People's" consti tution, because of the illegitimacy of its form a
tion . It further conde mned th e entire investigation as fru itless. since
the question had been sett led by the- ado pt ion of the const itution of
November, 184 2, in Rhode Isla nd .u

Burke proceeded ; his committee amassed an amazing amount of
data and prepared the famous report. S«king partisan advantage
and hampered by th e refusal of the Rhode bland govemmeat to
prt'SCnt its side of the dispute. the document was a ringing affirmation
of popular sovereign ty." a savage attack on the cond uct of th e Presi
dent, ': and an insisten ce that the DoTT government had been in fact
the republican one which the President had been required by the
Constitution to support. The cornrnin ee was solicitous not to call
for am' Congressional action under the guaramee (although Burke
.....'as c~rta in that ample power resided in C'.nngrt't's to ta ke action
should that body have felt it nec~ry ).u The sum and substance
of the report was cont ained in the committee' s fifth recommended
resolution, which conde mned the President for his "unauthorized"
interference in the who le matter.

" I hid .• p . 522 ; HOM" R~po' fs. 281h ('.o nlt .....u , In 5....ion. no. 581 , p. 170
(hr-reah r-r rd,.....d 10 ao CGM,ill', R,po. t) .

'·'111.. r..publ ican Ih"o l1' hold. Ihal 1iO"' iltnty is ,·,."d . .. in Ih o:- people
Ih ..m... lw·•. .. Tho:- y ca n, Ih fo...., at all lim a nd in an y man ner Ih..y Ihmk
proper alr ..r......form . or aboli. h ""iSlin l fOnTl> of lo. ,..m m..nt, and innit u l.. othe r
ronn• .'. :' B~ r J. , 's R,po,l . p . 26 , I n . uppo rl o r this COn l~nlion Ih.. ttport quoted
Ih e D r cla ra tion of Ind" p<" nd r nc, . Tit , F,d"QliJI, Wa.h inglon, Paine, Ja~' ,

M arsha ll , and Patte rso n.

" II d..ni..d that T }'I..r wa. corrrCI in ass um inll;: h .. had nO choic.. bUI 10 suppo rt
th .. e. tah li. h..d govrrnm,·nt . Inste-ad th e r..po rt cla imr d th ai th .. P r... id..nt " must
ddiht'ra l<'" and d,·lcrmin.. wh ether th .. 1{0\Trnm r-nt h.. wa ' call, 'd upon 10 <upport
was in lace republican . T )" l..r'. conl" o tion was a....ru-d 10 br ac tuallr a ge"ur..
of support for Ih....hartn ltov..rnn ,..nl, wh ich the r..por t had pr " "iously " p rov..d"
10 h.. um..publican . I hid ., p. (.3 .

" I hid. " A nd ",h"n tho... constitutions do nul pro,'id.. for a r..puh!i r an form
of !!ovrrnmrnt-whkh, in addition 10 an outward popular o rganin tioo. Ih r rom 
m itt ee undrrSland to br on .. wh ich .." i. t. in th .. ronv-n t of Ih .. pcople, and ov" r
wh ich rh..,. hav .. control-it i. th r d Ull' or Conltn"J 10 . ..t it aside , and to rr ..oll;ni7e
and ,·nforc, on<' whi ..h po......... th is r' puhlican eharan ......

4 Th r Dorr Rebellion and the Federal Constitution [j anuary

Des pite the frantic attem pts of Senator Allen of Ohio to get the
matter conside red in Co ngress." there was no action a nd only a little
debate in th at bo d y!" d uring the active controversy in Rhode Island.
Allen had wholeheartedlv subscribed to the political principles of the
"People's" ~f)\-rrnm("nt. and the resolut ions he int roduced bore their
stamp, .stn-:;....in~ popular sovereignty an d the republicanism of major
ity rule, and denying the right of the f edera l government to inter
vene in anl way in th e controversy." The T all mad ge reolurioru..
of ~I ay 23. 1842 , d irectl v contra vened those of Allen and urged th e
active use of Federal force to put do wn the Dorr govern ment. since
it was "disorde rly and revolu tionary, tending to anarchy and blood
shed ."! " These rece ived no more consideration than had Allen 's ;
Congress chose instead 10 allo ..... the Rhode Island affai r to run its
course without interru ption .

It was only with the memorial of the Democratic minorit y of the
Rhod e Isla nd legislature more th an a year and a half later that Con
greM took any particular not ice of the Dorr crisis. The purport of
this memori al was sta rt ling : it requested Co ngression al action in
execution of the guara ntee 10 displace the cu rrent government of the
state in favor of the " Peo ple's" govem ment.P The appointment of
the Burke committ ee followed . and the only official invest igati on of
th e Dorr affa ir was init iated. In the course of the committee's exam
inatinn , President Tyler. when ca lled upon to just if}' his ignoring of
the Dorr part y, reitera ted his legal inability to look beyond the legiti
macy or illeeirimacv of the sta te govern ment requestin g h is aid ; he
insisted that only in Con.l{res.\ lay the power to decide which of the
governments was republican and hence entitled to the guarantee.It

·ColIJ:'nsio1lQI Gloh,. 271h Con!!r,n, 2nd S,..ion, pp- 431 , 438, 44 9,459, 46 '2,
506.

Ml hid.• p. 510.

""R"o/t',d, ThaI il is t l,,· ri~ht of Ihe p<"opk of Rhod.. Island 10 establish fOT
th ..m. ..lves a comti lu lio nal rrl' uhli<';o n form of St at r gov,.nm..n t and in a n)' pa r-
ti ru la r to ahr r Or mo di ry it, pro"id" d iu for m be kft republican. .

R,Jolv, d , T haI it is nOI th .. r i ~h l of Ih e:- F..d..ral gov rrnme:-nt 10 ,n "frr.. in
an y ma nn'" with Ih.. I"' o pk, 10 p"·.·,,n l o r di .rouTage th"iT'" doing ; but that,
on th .. r untr ,ny, il is Ih.. d Ull' o f Ih ,. F..dnal Gov..rnm..nt to guaranry 10 thl'lll , '11

a Slat.., Jud i rqJUh!ic;u , fo rm of Scat<' "o .'crnm,·nt. wh.'n .n "'la hlidwd , ah..r..d,
or rnodifi ,·d ." Quot,'d in Ih" J. ~ ·J R,porl, p. 1063.

"S"", ' ~ D ()( ~"u n l s , 27 rh COn!!,,· ... 2n d Session, I V , 304.

"B~ r J. '·J R , porl, p."
"Con l:" " i"nal (:loh" 28 th Conlt r,." , lot S....ion, p- 504 .

J9S0 J Thr /J Q1T Hebellion and the Fedemt ConJtit l.l tion 5
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of Johnston, Rhod,' "land. Govt'rnor du ring lh t" Dorr \Var, 18-1-0-18-13.

The difficulty into which the majority of the Burke committee had
fallen was that no action was possible to implemen t its strong theory
of th e guarantee clause. If a republica n government was one set
up by majority ru le, proving the republicanism of the Dorr govern
ment proved nothing ; for Rhode Island was enjoying at the moment
of the submission of the report a gove rnment equally republican by
the same tea ! The committee vaguely recommended the passage
of a law "to meet emergenc ies like that which occurred in the State
of Rhode Island ." but its heart was obviousl y not in it .

Although the matte r was dropped by the H ouse of Representatives,
Burke had succeeded in using th e Rhode Island memorial as a spring
boa rd from which to project the extreme interpre tation of the guaran
tee. It was not to he expected that this version, with its all-too
em barrassing applicat ion to the slave states, wou ld go unc hallenged ;
Preston and Causin of Ma rylan d , the two Southern members of
Burke's commi ttee , were almost required by their positions to object
violently. Their minority report was not even accorded formal con
sideration on the floor of the House, yet it contains as admi rable an
exposit ion of the pro-slavery interpre tation of the guara ntee as is
found an ywhere during the ante-bellum period. In substan ce a
restatement of the officia l Rh ode Isla nd position, it sta nds out because
of th e completeness of its case, th e logic of its arguments, and the
perfect consistency of its position with Sout hern constitu tio nal inter
pretation since the days of th e Missouri debate.

T he Causin report acce pted as authoritative the analysis of the
guaran tee clause made by Madison in The Federalist. T hus the
charter government had been repu blican , since Rhode Islan d had
entered the Union und er it ; Dorr was the "enterprising leader"
against whose "ambition" the guarantee was designed to protect the
state ; th e consti tu tion of 1842 was the "oth er republica n Iorm " whic h
the people of Rhode Island were a ut horized by the Federa l Consti
tution to substitute." Im plicit th roughout is the basic point that
only through call of the state gover nment can the gua rantee be called
into play , and then on ly upon action hy the legit imate regu larly con
stituted aut horities." T hus the guarantcl..-s became , to Causin, a

'·Ca usin·s R,porl. p. 4.
""' j',;o popular caU, how{,\"f'r m ultitudinous, Can const itu lion a lly reach th e

e>: r cu ti" ,' ra r. Th,' Sta Ir s alonr , through th rir a utho r it ks, ca n invok e th e powers
of tho:> confed eracy.' Ibid" p. 3.
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simple matter of prol<·etin~ established governments. No position
better suited to the slavoc racy could be imagin ed .

T h us far in the affair, the President had taken a finn stand on the
inte rpretation of the guarantee..... hile two d iamet ricall y opposed
points of vjew had been expressed in Congress. :"0 concre te act ion
had been taken nor could anv: but neit her had am' settlement of
the basic consti; ut ional L"'''UC I~en atem pted. This w~ the funct ion
of the United Stales Supreme Court which. in Luth er r, Borden."
was forced to consid er some of the more controversial points involved
in the DOIT matter and handed do wn a dec ision that remain!' vet a
landmark in its history.

W ith the specific point" of the case there is no need to deal.
Suffice it to say that the conflicting: point" of "ie"" as expressed in
the Burke and Causin reports ..... t're argued by counsel, ..... ith Daniel
Wehster doing yeoma n service on behalf of the charter gon"rnment.:!~

The cou rt , spea king through Chid J ustice T a ney. refused to assume
jurisdiction over the case, since the qu estio ns involved .....ere "political~ '

and no t suited to judicial determination. The opinion justified this
position by examining the guarantee a nd holdi ng that the determine
tion of the criteria of republicanism and th e measures to guarantee
suc h a fonn of ~OH"rnment were matt ers for th e poli tical b ranches
of the gon"mm~nt. especially C".ongre;.".:.s A method of executing
the ~uarantce .....as suggested. however : in the event of two sets of
congrC50."iona l rep resentatives being chosen by the two competing
governments. Cflnj.:"Tl-s." cou ld sca t th ose who represented the gon~m·

mc nt it deemed republican and refuse the others, It is d ear tha t
in th is opinion Taney was lending his support to Burke's poin t of
vicw: th e theory of the court w as that Congress not on ly had the

n 7 f10 wa rd I ( 18 48).
·" But Ih.. la w a nd Ihl" Connitution, th .. whol,' ' )'01..m of .-\ m..rican in.tilut io ns,

do not ..ont..mplat .. a ca ... in wh ir h " r~sort will bt· n..c",. " r)' tu proc....d i ':~ !

a/iund.. or oullid.. of th .. law and rh.. Consrinnion, fo r Ih e purpo"" o f anu-nding
th r fraT;'" of Il""vrrn rnr n l. T il,,)' jto on th.. id"a that th,' States ar .. a ll n :publican ,
Ihal th ..)' ar .... 11 n ·p r... ..rrtativ.. in their forn.., and that th ... .. po~ula~ gov, 'rnm..nh
in ";u'h St; ,t, ·, th .. an nu ;llly r-n-an-d n'-'Hur.., of th .. [Wopl.., wTll glv' - all I'rop" r
facili lin an d n..c....a ry a id . to h rin!!" ..houl chang... which Ih.. 1"'01'],- lIlay jud~,'

n.....·l " lr)' in th, -ir con. t iIUlion•." J. 11_ Mel n li,,·. "d ito r, Th, II' ,;I; ,, /,: , a" d
S puchts 01 D",,;,/ W, b,I" , 18 vols ( Bosto n : 190:1 ), VI, 23 1.

• ..( ;o ngr.... IIT ,,,I nrrr l5;lrily d,·c id.. what gm"'rnllll"nt is "s ta b lisl" 'd in <I. St" t...
"'dor.. il r; m d"Il"TlITirw wh, ·th.... il is republican or not . . . ..\nd iu d ,-nllon II
hindinll on " H I)' oth.... deparnu..ne o f Ih.. jtovnnm..nt . a nd could no t I,.. '-I",-st ion<'d
in a jud i..ial tr i"'" na!." 7 H owar d I , p . .n.

right to choose between com peting governments. but also was obliged
to do so bv the \"I'T\ nature of the cast:. Legitimacy was one of the
factors to be consid~red by Congress in making its decision, but it was
far from being controlling.

Taney a1'<O noted Tyler's protest th at his duty required him to
support the established government . Far from agreeing with him ,
the court felt that, in the words of the Burke report. the President
" m ust deliberate ;":' although the President had been with in his
rights in supporting the charter government. he had not been required
hvIaw to do so. The choice was his to make. Th e power to execute
the cla use of guarantee was plainly divided between President and
Congress.

Equally clear were the potentialities of confli ct inherent in this
division of authoritv. It was not sufficient for the court merely to
announce the fact ~f the sharing of powt'r ; it felt itself required to
pass judgment upon the rela tive positions of President and Congress.
There was littl e doubt in Tanev's mind that the final authority lay
with the legisla tive branch" a~d that any action by the President
was temporary and previsional."

The analysis of the guarantee hy the court provided the interpre
tation of that clause wh ich was to endure permanenrlv. Its denoting
of questions arising under the guarantee as political and non-justiciable
has been honored in an unbroken lim' of dccisions.%T thus forever
removing the qu estion from the courts. Its placing of the power of
exec ution of th e guarantee jointly in th e hands of th e President and
Congress has been upheld by continuous pract ice. Finall y, the
superior powe r of O :mgTt"SS in aUq uest ions invo lving both the defini-

...... . h~ must determin.. what hod\" o f m..n r o nsrir ut.. th .. kRislaIUre , a nd
who is Ih.. governor, befcr.. h.. ca n aC!. '1 h.... fact th at both pa rt i... c~a im the .riRhl
to th .. 1l0,·..rn m ..nt cannot alln th .. ca.... fo r both ca nnot "'.. rntl tkd 10 II .. ,
And thr Pr r sid ,-nt ~u.t . of n..n ·..itv, derid.. whirh i. Ihe llovernmenl, and which
party is un lawfully arra y..d agaimt it, brforr h.. can perform th e dutv imposed
upon him , ,." I bid., p - 44 .

Z> ··Th~ powrr to rurry into df,·C! th r- r1"u . .. of gu"ran~ .." i. primarily .3 Ie.gi•.
lal ivr power and re!idn in Co .nllr..... Under the 100~rth artlcl,' ~f th r Co,,_stltullo n ,
it resid... wit h Con!!"r.... to d, 'rld,' what "ovrrnrnnlt II Ih,' ..sta blished cue m a State
, . ." Ibid., p. 46.

.."undoubll'd ly if th .. Pr..sid ..n t in .."rrci.ing Ihis pown, . ho uld fall inlo ..rror,
or invade the rijtht. of th .. propl r of th e Stat,-., il would I", within rh.... pow..r of
Conll"'ss to apply Ih .. PTOp'" rem..dy ." Ibid.

"'Se.... "sJ>Cciaily Pacific Stall', Tdrphon.... and Td..lt"raph Compan\' /I. Or..gon,
223 U. S. 110 ( 19131.
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tion of a republic-an form of government and the mea.....ires to be taken
in enfo rcement was proved beyond doubt by the IJ.<;c of the guarantee
d uring Reconst ruc tion. Few of th e rules of the Constitution have
been given so ch-ar a nd last ing an inte rp retation as that furnished the
guara ntee as a n outcome of th e Dorr Rebellion . The po pular move
rnent of l R42 was significa nt not on ly to Rh ode Island hut to all
the people of th e United States.

From ~I rs , Wa h" r Hidden, portrait of T homas C ranston, hy J oh n
Singleton Copley.

From ~Ir. and ~In. Donald F.. J ack.-.on. 67 miscellanrous books and
a crvstal cha ndelier now installed in the dining room of John Brow n
1I0 U M" ,

From J oh n \\·elis. photostat of the first (l' lephone hook of the
Wt"S t('m U nion T ek-pbone Exch ange in Provi dence ,

F rom M rs. Byron S. w ar son , miscellaneo us books a nd pamphlets.
Fro m V~ G alleries, Roston , a rr h in-ctural d rawings and eleva tions

hy Thomas T r-fTt.
Fro m ~In. Ih-nry C. Han, II IJt01)' of Petersh am , hy ~Ialx'l C. Cool.

idgc. -
Fro m Mal)' L. M ason. Col. Ch ristopher Lippitt's spun.
From Donald S, Babcock . ms. account hooks of J mt 'l'h Tillinghast,

Benja min T. Chandler, and J oh n Glad ding.
From Frankl in R. C ushman, commonplace hook of Avis Lockwood ,
f rom M rs. Alonzo Willia ms, a sea medici ne chest.
From David I>3\'id~n, bilb, rt"C('ipts. e tc. from the Union Congre

gationat Church ,
From M rs. Augu,tu~ Lord, eomhs made in " 'h ita kr r's Factorv at

Clayville. R, I. '
From Fra nklin R. Cushman. a copy of Moses Brown 's will , J a '>On

Willia ms's fire burket and flip iron,
From the estate of Lucy n. c. Cu shm an and Emma C . Bullock,

rniscd laneous material including di aries of C ha r!<'s Ca rpenter and
reco rd hoo ks of till' First Univeesalicr Churrh .

From Wi llia m King Covell, lIiJtor)' of S I.'am Xa~'igatitJlI , hy J oh n H ,
~lorri son , -

f rom ~lrs , O li\,t'r n. Co rmier. ~ i kl'T ~poon from ttll" ~l ()tl p PrO/'ido la ,
From ~1 T<i . J ohn O . Anws, 3 l'ighH'('n th crntury mi rrors for J ohn

Brown Houst',
Fro m :\Ialoolm G. Chare, oi l p;\intin~ o f :\l rs. ~l a lcol lll G , Chace

and hf'r three daul;htt'J"<;', by Wilfrl"d Gahril'l dl" Gll-hn . A.R,A.
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by H.~I.S . Rose, Captain James Wallace

Ext ra ct ed and uaIllCrib.-d b~- ..... ILLIAM G . Rop;u...
Wrin..n a nd annora t..d b~' CL.• • "'" OS :\. COLLIS" . 3an

Iconlinu..d hom Jul~·. 1949, "'. 8 . no. 3 , p . 83]

Tn e Rt:I'()RTS of Adm iral Graves 10 the Admiralty give few details
of Captain \\'all an " s activit ies during J uly and the first weeks of
AUg"llst. 1775. O IH' is able. however, to follow his dail y comings and
goings in th e colu m ns of the Newport M ercury. th rough whic h th e
Pat r iot pr inter. Solomon So ut hwick . kept the public full y informed
of every move made by the "ministerial pirates."

On July IB Wallace again threatened Xc w port wit h destruct ion .
and this time it appeared to the populace that he as in earnest .
T he ensuing panic w as never to d ie down completely hilc the British
ca pta in a nd his ships remained sta tioned in the harbor. According
to the -lfercull' there was not " t'f ·t'n th t' shndou: of a just reason' for
\\"allacc"s action, though it w as supposed that his pretext was the
alleged but "absolu telv disproved" kid na pping of tw n seamen from
the Su-an hy a Newport mob. Wh atcH' r the cause of his "inhuman
conduc t," it seems probable from the following accoun t that it had
the desired d It ,('( of impressing the subve rsive cleme nts in I'e....'pu rt
with the menace of the ships' guns, whic h would bl' ruthl essly used
should t he nco-ssitv ever arise.

From last Tur-sdav a hout 2 o'clock, till ncar the SOlOW ho ur on the
ne-xt day. this town wa s threatened to hr fired upon hy the th ree ships
of wa r in thi s harbour, viz, the ROSl". Capt. \\'all an ', the Swan, Capt.
Ayswugh" and Kingfisher. Capt. Moruagu . and 0110;0 a Tender :-For
which pUTJX'N' tht'S(, sh ips were- brought dost" in with 1111" northwest
part of the town. on T uesdav tow ard nigbt : their tampkins we-re immedi
at r-lv taken out . and all the appalTnt preparations made for cannon
ading the town. whhh greatly tcrrifir-d thr wonu-n and children, cspt"·
I- ia ll)' IhOSt" women .....ho were w ith child. In the t"n'nin~ lanthoms a nd
men werr- plare-d Oil the guns. and the most hosti le apfX"arann' kept up ,
which twas IJl)'i~ihk fo r them toe-xhjhit , and ma ny womr-n a nd children
wI'n ' running a bout . ..... ringing their hands a nd cryinJ::. in th e g rea lesl
distn-ss:-Abollt hal f past 9 al ni~ht, a cannon was disrharged from
th e R OSI' , when th e wome n reall y tho ugh t the firing on th e town was
hq:~un . many of wbom fa int ed ilway . and wen t in to fits, a nd a nUllllx'r,
WI ' arc told. ah~olul,.Jy miscarried hy til(" fri~ht.-lIowl·n'r.t hi5 gun was
load...d with pllwdn only. and Iht· Illt'n of war gavr OU I to a numher

J I



of persons. whom they had stopped coming down the ricer, that rhcv
shoul.d not I~at the town down till next morning, when they would
("e~t alllly do It.-tn the mnm~n~ tilt' like terrific seem- was ope-ned hy
fi,:mg another cannon , and slezmg on --1 fc>rry boat s, a passage boar ,
with a number of passengers, and two wood sloops: tlu- Swan moved
down toward the south part of thr- town, where she anchored, with
her guns pointing diagonally across the wharve s, so as to rake Irom
thence up to th~ 'parade and Court .'IOUSI · : here again all the tampkins
we- re- alii , quantit iesof tar and other inflamatorv and combustible matter
we-rt- put i? to the ferry boats, in order, a, was' said with horrid ('ursinA"
and damning, In S1·t on fin', and se-nd into rhe lawn to hurn it. as a
more expedi tious way of destroying- the town, tha n by cannon onlv.

At the same time that these boa ts were to be sent into the town, a
number of men were to he landed at the south r-nd. to set fire to that part .
T hus th,; most war like and hostile parade was kept up to the hig-hest
degree. 1111 nea r 2 o'c lock on \Vedm"5da\" when all at once tlu- boats
were disch:ugt'Ci, the ships weighed an("h~; and st~ up the river. -ThC"
same t:\TlUng the Rose got ashore on the north part of this island: hUI
hy tak mg out h~'r gu ns, ~c. she was got off. and the next day they all
came down agam to their old sta tion.'

The only known casualty of th is show of force was a Xl rs. Daw ley,
wh o " was SoO frightened . .. th at she wen t into strong: con vu lsions,
and conti nu ed in violent fits, and very delirious, till she died .?" :\
more important result to the popu lation of the town in general was
the begi nning of an emigrat ion to safe r areas, a movement that was
to be gre atly accelerated latc r in th e year.

Throu ghout the fall and winter of l775 -i6 procu ring- supplies for
the British troops and naval vessels a....sumed an ever increasing
importance. On August 19 Graves repon ed . " T his Contract has
been somet ime without Bed and Peas- Ycstcrda v R um cou ld not he
fumished And as the ot her Species of Provisions ":iIl also very soon be
exhausted . O ur enti re dependence for Supplies in fut ure m ust be
011 Great Brirain .t'" A mon th later he wrote, " At Rh ode Island the
Co ntract has totall y fai led . . ."" An exam ination of the ac count."

' Nc..... port M a t u , )' , J ul r 24 ,1 775.
' 1bid., A ugust 7, 1775.

'G ra ves to s..urlary Phi lip Ste phens, August 19, 1775.

'G raves to th .. Admiralty, S..pt. 22,1 775. Th.. Admiral ..on einued :
B"ing o~ th.. Sub j,tct of Provi. iom it indisperuibly becomes M y D Uly 10 rqllC '

srnt. to Ihl"lr ~r~is~lp, that th .. C ustom of Supplying :-;j.. w England R um 10 H is
M aj ... t,:'. Ship s I' m my humble opinion, high!>- prr judicia l to Ihr State, Th..
use o.f .It dest!?y. Ih.. h" alth and faeulti.·, of th t'" P"opl.. and dd,ilitat... th..m
!urprm nglr, I he S"amrn alway, eo nrinue hrahhr and .\e ti".. by drinking
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of the agent victualler a t Newport , C hristop her Champlin . bean;
Graws out. showing only meager de liveries durin g J uly, August ,
and September." Wallace's efforts to obtain provisions from the rich
grazing lands of Na rragansett Bay and the Pat riots' attempts to
foresta ll him gave birt h to almost all of the bloody dashes that marked
his last six mo nths in Rhode Island wa ters. As far as we kno w,

h OW CH T , no casualt ies resulted from the first encounter of the sort .
Ea rly in August a numhcr of t ransports sailed from Boston to

take on cattle and sheep at Fisher' s Island and Gardiner's Island .
Wall ace learned that the Connecticut authorit ies intended to remove
the stock before the British ships could arr ive. He therefore set sail
not on ly to prn Tnt them but also to afford protect ion to the tra ns
port s. He arrived just in ti me to d isperse the Co nnecticut men, who
had already removed some fifteen head of catt le from Fishe r's Isla nd .
Owing" to his prompt action , W allace procured a two weeks' sup ply
of meat for Gage's forces in Boston."

Shortly aft er his return from this expedition W allace received the
reinforcement which he had needed SoO badly on many previous
occasions. It came in the fonn of the twent y-gun shi p Glaseou., a
\"('5.<;('"1 of the sam e class as the R ose, commanded by Captai n T yrin g
ham Howe. Solomon Southwick in ironic win remarked to the
readers of the M ercury, " ... we are now lirotati'd by two ships of
20 gUll.", an d one of 16, which is very luckv, as a Spanish wa r
seems SoO \"Cry ncar, we having never before had an y ship sta tioned
here, for our protection , in time of wa r:" A few weeks later Graves

Sprue" B" n , but in a f" ..... da Y' aft ... Nrw England Rum i ~ ,rrv"d alt ho' mixrd with
four ur fiv,' Watns th ,' Hospi lal is c rowde d wilh Sick and thosr cnboard are
pallid, Wt'"ak and incapable of doinK hal f tb ..ir duty , I appeal to th r Captains
of Ih" Squadron that this is alwa )' ~ th .. consequrnet'" of rheir Cn'W! having N.·.....
England R um. It is lndred beyo nd cc meadic ric n.c.-At pr ..s..nt the: want of fu..1
will in sonU' M rasur r prr n-nl di stilling, But it is a melancholy Considnation
that rh.. Sr an wn in his Ma jesty's Flr rt m ust use th.. most perniciou s of all Liquo rs
a nd too oft ..n in its \"rry worst StaIr .

llpon ..nquirr I find that th r C urrt'" n t Price of Rum at Boslo n from the \":'ind
....'ard Islands ha s hr..n from 22d 10 t.....o Shillings Sl rrling pr Gallon by th .· ' lIlgl..
Cask-:\ nd that good Jamaica R um n..wr r xcecds half a Crown a Gallon bUI
ha . I" " 'n It"rn r rally Sold a t '1'.....0 Shill inK_' and thr.... p,·nt·r , 1 th ......for .. ('a rnr5lIy
hop., th.·ir Lo rdsh ip, will lJt> ,,It-a'''d 10 lak.. this ~fa tl r r in to consid....ation, and
thai in all Iut ur .. Contra(U It"ood M ..rchantable R UnJ fro m th .. W.." India l<la nd . ,
lIlay l>r furni sh."d tu Ih" S'luadron, an d not In s Ihan Six M onlhs old .

' C ha mplin Papers, ~'. 3, R. I. H . S.
' (;rav ('s 10 Srrrrt a rr S t..ph r m , .\ UKust l!l, 1775 ; N"wport }, f a "a)', Aug usl

14,1 775 .
'='",· ..... port M ercury . August If, 1775.
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sent W allace the bomh hrig Bolton, comma nded at the t ime hv
Lieuten ant Thomas Graves. In informing his su periors of th is
addi tio n to W allace's lin k force, Admiral Gr aw s added: " I canno t
sufficiently expres..~ my sa tisfaction with his alertness and zeal for
the cause of his Co unt ry againsr th e rcbcls.:"

M a tters between \\'a llace and the Rhode Islan d authorities came
to a head in Augu st, 17iS, when th e General Assembly passed ar-ts
provid ing for the removal from the isla nds of a ll livestock except that
necessa ry for the subsistence of the in habitan ts . The Island of R hode
Island was specifically excepted, probably in an attempt to saw
the town of j\" cw port from reta liat ion by the Brit ish captain. W allacc 's
wrath, however, was by no means mitiga ted by the exception, a nd
he immed iately ",'rotc to Gove rnor JOR'ph Wanton demandin g: a n
explanation of the att itu de of Ne wport towa rd the acts.

His Majesty's Ship Rose at
Ne-wport Rhode Island the 28th
Aug-;t 177.'i

Sir
I am informed thr- Ass{"Jnhly of your Colon y among-many extraordin

ary T reasonable Acts han' passed one for Stripi ng" rhr- Islands of their
Stock with intent to dest roy the Kings Service and his fait hful Suhjl'l"ts.
- If in rlu-ir Mad ru-ss and Infa tua tion they shou ld attelllpi this, it will
hlTOllle Illyduty to destroy C-\Try Vl'ssl,1and Craft 1'1' can mee-t upon the
Wain of whic h I tw g you will inform rhr- Town. thai it may appear how
far they an' concerned in this Maue r

Before he had t ime to receive a reply to this communication,
Wallace learne d of an ex ped ition heing; fined out at Stonington.
Connectic ut, to remove the ca nle an d sheep from Block Island ,
Immediately on receipt of this news wallace weigh ed anc hor and set
sail. H is report on subseq uent events and 011 the result of his letter
to \\'anton is contai ned in a lett er writ te-n to Graves on September 9_

Rose Rhode Isla nd Sep t" 91h 1775.

Sir
Intd ligenn : behind ,given nn- that th,. AS"" mh ly of Rhod e Island

had passed an Act for taking thr- Sind olf tilt' l vlands with intent to
pn'\Tnt the- King's Fort-e-s from b,'ing Supplied r wrote- the inclosed

"G ta"C'5 10 tit,· ..\drnir~ll y , S' ·pl. 26 , 1775.

t Al" " . ", of \1 ", U.rk",n A , ("..,!lin' . 1r.

ESEK HO PK I NS

1718-1802

FiBt ctHllInandn -i n-chid of til.. Am..rica n navy

.'\ c raven drawin~ mad,', affUldi,,!.! to trad ition, by a Brit ish prisonn during th ,'
R!'vofut ion. Thi s is Ill.. original from ",h;,-h ch.. ..nl':ravin~ in_"" i",par lial l1i JIQr, '
of 111 , H'ar in Am,rica {Lo ndon, 1780 ) wl" mad".
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"'Thi . corrMpondr ncr brlw....n Wal lac.. and Major Oli\-..r Sm ith of Ih.. mi lilia
.1.1 Stoninltton follows :

(Majo r Oli'·..r Sm ilh 10 Capt_Walla....)

W..dnnd" l- I I o·CI.,... k for ..noon.

hm
Sir

Your humblr S.....-anl
O li.....r Smitb ~hjor

[C a l>l" Wallar.. to Ma jo r Oli"..r Sm ith)

H is Ma j... t l'·s Sh ip Ro '4
Stonin(uon .\ulj:uot 30 th 1775,

1,('Un to ti ll" Town of Ne-wport to prewnt ( if pos..~ihlr) their Ki\" inK
any :\s\i~ tann·.•And as [ wa s informed at t nt' same timr- 2.'lO M e-n we-rr
at St on ytown [Stonington] re-ady to embark to Block Island for that
purpose.c-cl KOI unde-r wa y the 29th Vito with His \lajesty's Sh ip R(>~....
Tender and two Sloops whom I manned in Order 10 pn.·\(·nt them
( I t'avin~ the- Gla ~.'tow at Rhode Island ) .- Aho ut 7o'C I0(" k I saw a Sloop
and Schooner off Blork Island , ga\'(' Chace. lost them in th e' dark.
;'I;rxl Morning th, ' 30lh the Tendo Chaced these Vessels into Stony.
town, the Tenders returned and acquainted 01('", th e T own fin-d Up""
them. WI" stood in. tnt" Tender going ahead. One of thr T end.-rv
Attempting to board a V("W.'I. a firin g begun from the T own. the T enders
ret u rned it, about this time- w r- came to an Anchor otT th e South e-nd of
the Town-tho:' Tender and the Town con tin ui ng the fire, About 10
M inun-s af ter WI.' wen' at an Anchor WI.' received three or four :\{u,h·t
Shot from the Wind mill , right abreast the Ship about 2 Cables and half
di stant. upon which I orde-red one of OUT Guns to be fin-d into the T own.
and waited ~nJ(' time I.'xprcting thai would put a stop to it.- Thev took
no Xoti,1." but continued firing from all pans of the T own.- Then WI'

be-gun and fired about 120 Shot during whi ch rime they sent olT to me
two Leuers (which I send inclosed with my Answers ) ' WI." took I'\"("~

C aptain Wallac..
Sir

Th.. Tl'ndl'n und..r vour Command bdor.. ~ ou c comin l{ in firrd on Ih.. T o n
...ithout an )" Pro,"oc;ation from th.. propl.. h..re ....h..n scm.. f....· M u, kl' l . ho t .
unad v..n ..nlh rr lurn..d .- W.. kno not ho .... Mau l'n arr rrpr..... nt ..d 10 )·0" ,
"'I' mran to do ...hat is con.i. t..nt ith H onour . W.. a ... a r.;"akl'd Town with a
diurru 'd p....« 1 of Wom..n and C hi ldrrn and at th .. M..rcy of th .. Fir .. fro m
th .. Ship and T..nd..n .- WI' trU' 1 ...... rr matt ...s rightl y rrprr... nt l'd ~ou ....ould
d..sin lir ing on th.. To,,·n ._

Sir
I ha,"r rrr r ind l'our L..t1r r of Ih i. Insta n t wh..r('"in ~· o u sa )" Ih.. T ..nd .... und...

my Command h,w.. fin'd upon th .. T own wit hou t an.. pro...ocation, Fi , i n .~ up (ln
til..", a nd Woundin!l t il..." i. nOI thi s IlTO"ocatiun th.·y arr all ....ady to mak.
O ;uh you lirrd "lion Ih..m 6..1. I . aw firinfi{ from ...nral paru of th, ' 1'o,,'n ,
thq - """n fooli. h l) lir..d ul)On th .. K in!l"' , Ship. 1'h.. Honour of Gr..al Britain ,
O ut)' 10 my Kin ll: and ..ounny, mak.. th .. p...n I ha ..... taktn ab<olu ... I ~ ~,·Ct·,.ary ,

it d rprnd. upon ),0" ....1"... wh ..lh..r il i. lu continu.. : God !t'rant ,-ou a du .. S..n. ..
I
.I

VI'1>'id that was aHoat from thl' \ \"a rH 'S. U lIl"i"linl/: of a Schooner from
Surinam loaded with :\tola!l.'IC~ and Su gar, a Sihoon" r tha t was employed
I'arrying: the RI'b"'s O\"I"r to Hlock hland to take Ih.· Slod" in th is Vessel
thev kh a Drum, two Firdo.: h a nd sonn- Havercn ks-c-a Schooner with
I-Ia ;' and two Siool-J!'. thl'y fra"illA: fin- about a n hour after we Weighed
a nd ca rne fu rt her ou t in Company wi th tju- VN,'\(·k At the beginning
of th is Anion Ihl'TI' was about 300 Rdx'i§ in thl ' T own . at the latter
e-nd more than 3,000 Skulking behind H ills a nd Rocks and fen ces. All
rhe Coun trv about carne in. WI' had th rn ' M en ' \"ound ed . ca n' t learn
wha t damage , is done the T own.-Xl'w London and a ll the Coast is
grea tly alarmed and 5(X) Rl'hrls we-re St op'd. th at we-re under Orders
fo r the Camp. On th e -lth instant Arrived at Xewport the Governor
re turned me the inclosed Anw, l'r from the T ow n to mine of the 28th
o f August. - it appt'"ars by th is T own :\In-ting the lat e transactions have

of veur du ty to ' our K inll: an d Counlf)' a nd Ohrd i..nc.. 10 Ih.. Lt. ........ hich ca nnol
f...il lO ma kc ~ou Grral and happy.

[ ~lajo r Oli,,·..r S mit h 10 CapL Wall ac..J
Si oninll:lon Lonill Poinl ..\ ug ust 30lh 177S

3 c'Cleck aftrrnoon
Ca pea in ' ·" a ll...cr
S ir

I ha.." i..-..d ~-oun in ..\ n...,..r to m in.. ..\ nd do auurr ' ou upo n Honour thai
...h... 1 I rot .. ~'ou re larlve 10 you r T ..nd " n lir in !l' On uS ...as a rral b ct to br
a llM I..d by a ll lh.. propl .. th ..n p ....... n t.- W h..n thry u nlf" in th.. Second ri a nd
~ou had gOI in lo Ihc Harbour th .. T ..nd..n 1'..01" a nd took two V.......1s ithin
Pinol . ho l of Ih.. Wharf . M y pooit i, '" O rd..n w..... not to lirr, W.. rxp«tcd Ihe
~Icn from th .. T ..nd..n ...ould nOI p.-niu in u rf}'in« Ih.. \ ·.......Is .1. .... .1.). wh ich
th ..y premised Ih..)· wo uld nOI.- Th.. Liv..s of l'our ~f ..n th..n On bo.a.rd Ihe
Schoo n..r ......fl' a ll at our M rrc,'- W.. had anuranr.. fr om th e people th..n aboard
tha I no Guns should be lirrd by th ..m, hUI your thre.. T ..nd ..n , X.." ..rth..I....
brgun a Iirr of all th..ir G un, on us, ...h..n IOnK" ....Iurn..d Ih.. Iir You say it
dcp.-nds On o ur plrasurr ...h..th ..r th .. Iirr . hould Cra... . W.. h " .. not brfi{un
an" lirr, W....r" fr .... and drt..rmin..d to dn iu from Iiring and no... a..ur r
l OU that nO prnon , ha ll hr prrmiU..d 10 Iir.. at Ih.. K ing', Ship or any of H is
pr... c..ablr Subjl'c u . W.. prof.... ounrh" Dutiful Suh j..cu 10 H i. M aj..u)· G....rg..
th .. th ird , and a r.. diopo... d a. suc h, to k p th .. I""ac.., and pr.."..n l any di.turb.
an e.., and . hall tak.. nO part hut .uch a. H i, M J.i..Il~- · s S"b j..cu ha" " a righl to
do in Ih..ir o....n drf..nc...

am
Sir

Your molt Ohrdi..nt
humhl,· S' ·r...ant

Oli"rr Smith M a jo r

[C apl. Wallacr to ~I a jo r Oli,"rr Sm ith]

·1'i. impussibl r I ..an gin an)" o th rr anowr r to ~oun, whilr you ar .. firing upon
our proplr , hu t tha t of n 'lurninll it.

Yo un
J a, WallarI'.

Roor AUll: t 30 t h 1775 .
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had ~Ulh an effect as to a lmos t d-strov the R ebe-l fuct io n. thc'Y passe-d
OJ V(I'" to have nothin~ to d.. with th.' Conti ru-ual.Cong«-sv. and not to
h,' nmnTnt·d in taking away Ih. ' Stoc·k Irom the- Isla nd .. in .IlIN't lu."nn:'"
of whirh upwa rd s of 40 Rebe-l families have lef t the T own.

The 81h A rrived hr- rr- the Swa n [ rom Convoying a Rrit::"t::" ch-ar of the
l vla nd ... W('" han' j ust got an A,To unt thai 0 0(" of the Sc-hoonrf'l le ade-d
with I Lly WI ' took at Stonytown a nd who pam-d f rom us in a ga l.· of
Wind n IT Fislwrs Isla nd is 'oC" iz.-d at :,,\, ' w Lond on and d uo pn lpl.· IIMdt"
Pri'iOnn "§.. •.

Gu\'{'moT Wanton 's Tepl y 10 \\'allan ' "!' letter of :\II .1-':U ~1 2R wa s
delive red t he d ay after t he Rose and her accom pan ving n~'..d s
returned to Ne wport . AI' wallace wrote to Graves. wh en he en r losed
it w it h his report of Se ptember 9. \\'a nton ' ~ letter appeared to r a rry
I \l'W~ of a n outst an ding vic to ry for the Lovalist ca use.

Newport Sepn-mln-r .'"J th 1775.
Sir

TIlt' T own Counci l communica ted your Le-tte-r- tn ti ll' l uhnbi ra nts
a l a Tow n ~ll't"li n~ held on the 29th of iast ~{lJnth and as tllO' Pu-s idr-nt
(If the Council ha s since in formed mr-, took thl' same in to co nsidera tion
a nd as thev had no knowlt'dgl' of thr- Arts of the last Asv -m blv dee-lun-d
t1lt'y would no t ta ke a ny part in thr- ~Iatlt' r ; And I ha n ' ti lt' sa tisf.ution
to inform \"IIU tha t from thr- lx'1Ot info rmation [ am abb- to obtain rh....
ha n ' no t d lflxtly no r indirectly been aidin~ or Assisting in th, ' n-moval of
am- of th. ' SU)f,k from rhe- Ivlands in ti lt' B'-1\" ; .-\nd th C' Town this dav a t
a ~-" '1' full "fl'I·tin!;" by a la lXl' "bjo rity han- IT'SOln-d not to st'nd a
~femoria l to thl~ CongrN;s whif h a t a fom wr ~h'e t in~ had lx'('n O rd.·ft·d ,

I a m \\ it h Rl~pt'n

Sir
Your mos t humblt- &' rya nt

J. Wa nt on

T hough t he a nion of t he ;'\ew1'u rt tm \ n meeting: ~'('nwd fa vorable,
the ra n ' to g:a in po~""'~,, ion uf ti l(' Rhud e Island m ea t ~u ppl y app"ars
to ha\'e b('('n ~oi ng- a~a i tl~1 W all ar ... . At t ht' \"Cry mOITWlIt wht'n h i"
1-: 11 11:-were Ihllnderil1~ in S toningto n ha rl Mlr the co lo n ists we re remm',
in ,C: {4-4 !>obeep and 87 , a lt h- from Conanifut to tht' mainland . A
few da y~ la ler nearly 2000 !>o lwI'p wt're transflTrt'd from B1llck hland
to {)flints Iwyond the range (J f nrili~h fora gin g parti e", '" Earl y in
O n nlwr W allaf t' wa s a g:a in partially fore~ talled hy prumpl anion

'·J oh n R_Rartktt , ..d., Rrw <d. of th r Colo,,)' of R hode Isla ..d . , , / I' rm·id.-nn ',
18')1,,1861) ". 7, pp. 379,81.

o n the part o f the Pa tr io t fo rces. G raH'S ha d sen t dow n t.....o t ran~portli

from Boston ..... it h orders for W a llace to " fill them with Live Catt le.
H a y. Wood . Veget ables &ca for the flee t; to tak e th ese things by fo rce
(rom the Rebels, h ut to pa y for them to Iriends o f Government ."! '
.:\~ soon ali the ne w s of the arrival of these vessels reached Provid ence
the G enera l :h "("m hly made provision for sta tio ning co m panies o f
m inute men o n the islands. I~ The descent o f t hese forces upon
Newport led to ren ewed threats to dest roy that tow n a nd to the a ct ua l
bo m ba rd ment o f th(' to ..... n o f Bristo l.

The stercury of Octobe r 9. 1775 sta tes:

By the mot ions of SOUlt· of th r- nn-n of w ar a nd tr anspo rt s, 1I1 this
harbour, last ~londay. it W<lS suspected th ey inu-ndr-d to take olT Jive
stock from th.. Iatms on thr south pa rt of thi s island , ralh-d Brent on's
Xel'k. th .. ensu ing" n ig"hl ; wlu-n-u pon a number of PITSOIlS we-nt dow n in
ti lt' 1'\Tning: and brought off aho ut l (){x) Shl'I'P and Iwtwl','n 0.\-0 a nd 50
he ad of horned cauh- from St'\'I'ra J farms: Hu t then- still remai ned a
r-onsidcrable num ber of r-ntth-, sheep and hUj::"s, on two fa n ns hl' longin g"
10 j a hb-r-l and Iknjamin Bren to n. g rea t part of whirh ' tis supposed were
bv them there rolh-cn-d for a nd sold to the men (If wa r. to be sen t to
I~l'iton , fo r the "xpn'!iS purpost' of supplvingou r in ve-terateenemies.c-,The
ne-xt day thr sh ips too k off, from said Bren tons Ianns. about 2S he-ad of
r-a t th-a nd ISOsh"l' p; un W,'d ncsd a y thev look S or 6 more can lr- . There
t"Jl'ing sti ll "'11 on the fa rms of j a mes. j ahk-cl a nd Iknjamin Bren ton
b...tween 60 and 70 hr-ad of r-arrle-. On Wedne~a\' , and T hul"ldav mom 
in!'!:. a bout 300 .\(;"141"'"10' a rrin·d hnt" from th,~ ('ounty of Pro~idenfe ,
T iH,rton and Lin k Complon. und er thf' comma nd of Cob. ESN'k Hop.
kins and W illia m Rilhmond Esqrs. and a s S(lun as th ey had refll'Shl-d
d wm....·I\"cs. Ih.·v ma rtiit'd in to th, ' :\"crk. and hrou~ht off 66 hom l-d
fa n k. some sh~p, h~, a nd poult ry. the sh ip'" th; ' ""m,' timC' lying
wit hin RUn sho t, and dist ha rged .....n-raJ "a nnoll a t thnn, but wilho ut
a n~' d f,'(·t.

T h is town ha\"in~ IX"l'n thrralen{-d 10 lx' fin-d on from th,' me n of
wa r, o n alToun l of thl ' anll...d fonT which mad,' ils ap pt:a ra llt"l' here,
a g r...at llIany of tllO' inh abi la nt s moved part of a ll tlwir dfeas ou l; a nd
ma n y famili...s haw k ll thl' town . T he f a rls. , ha isl's, rid ing chairs.
a nd truf ks, W('f'" ~ nUllllTllUS that the stnTts and ro,uls were a Jmmt
hJlx'k,'d u p with t!WIll . T h ursdaY 'lI\d Frida y I lt' ill~ rainy and mudd y,
tI\l' !'IM,r WOlllt 't\ and d liJd rl'n ....T It· JIlufh I'XpllSI 'd in Jooking" out for some
plal'e o f sa ft'ly; 1!Il' IJl'op k n llltinued nuwing- oUt \Try fa ~ t all Satu rd ay,
a nd ~Ts ll' rday, with their dflTls ,

" Craw'S to th .· :\dll1 i ralt ~· , ~o ,' . 2, 1775_

" Bartktt, op, dt ..... 7, p, " 26.



20 Patrol 01 S an aganu tt Bay [j anuarv 1950) Patrol of X arraganult Ral' 2 1

It is almost impossible to ronn·i\'(· what infamous , raSl'ally tri cks
have been made use of. to distrru this town, by the abandoned set
of ministerial tools here.

Naturally enough, W a llace, in hi s report dealing with the sa m e
incidents and w ith the su bseq uent bombardment of Bristol adopted
an attitude so m ew h a t ditlerem (rom that of the printer o f the
.\ta cu r)'.

Rust", Rhode Island l-lth Or-tor 1775.

Sir ,

I a m honor'd with yours of thr- 12th 171h V ito &ea hy till' Viper and
Bolton who arrived hen- ti ll" 41h l nst with T wo T ranspo rts, a small
Schooner for Vi rgi nia , a nd a Pack-t for Yo rk-The Vipe-r, Schooner
and Pa l'k d Sa iled immed inn-ly for Nl 'W York . I en gaged th e quantity
of Stud necessary for the T ra nsports a nd began taking it on hoard when
int!' llig"nn' Ih-w thro' the Cou ntry.-ExprrsSl·s se-nt 01T for thr- Rebel
Camp.-TIIl' Rebe-l Governor Cookl' of Providence raised the Coun
t ry' sent down 1500 ~len to Xewport to prevent us. Ho weve-r I got
all tha t could be got no twithstanding their utmost effort s, And shall
se-nd the T ra nsports loadcd.c.-The Rebe-l.. stole into the T own in the
X igh t and ne-xt :\Iomin.~ sc'nt a party down to Hrt'nton's Xo-k .... hew
WI' had heTn taking off Stot"k, and what we left surh a s ~fikh Cows
Ior the USl' of th e Family, thl~' look all away, not Ir,ning a Chicken
for th l' women .

I st'UI 10 th e Town and arquainh-d tht'lll they must gtot th, ' R t'"bds
away, o r Olhl·,......i sr it would bN"Olllt· my Dut)" to dt...troy th em and th r
Town. Ih,~' p " e Ill" th,' strongt...t Assurancr thq' m ould Ira ,,· t· the
Town and an ua lly did lea n ' it a (wr stay ing om" Xight a nd part of th t'
nt°xt day. And quartnrd themsrh-es two ~fi l,":5 di stant" in th is Inslance
it would ha"e b.-en hard upon th r Town to have destroyed it. oo'auo;c
it Sl<t· ltwd Ih at m a n)' of th t'lll t"ould not hdp thr I rrup tion of \ \Il·h a
Ha nd itt i, Su<'h numhrn he'ing st'nt ( rom Camp and Count~· round ahe' ut,
and talking of making Xewport a pla('r of An TIS by Fortifying it, and
pn'lt'nding to han' brought 17 Pi"c't'S of Cannon (rom Camp, (o r that
purpose, in Order to di vnt tlwir a ttention. I g-ot under Weigh with
lI is ~laj"sty's Ships, and stood up Inwa rds Bri, to l, l'aIJ1(' to a rrAndlOr
agai n,t it a littll' aftrr 6 s,' nt an O ffiHT to Summon it to know if
t lwy wo uld sl'nd any hody 10 treat , ga\"l' Ihn n an hour to n>!lsid"r, and
if tllt'y st°lll no anmTr in that tim!' to C01l1l01'nl"(' H ostil it ies, th!'y Slighl('d
ou r SUlIllllom. th!')' re tu rn!'d no anSW'T! this. IOg"toth t' r with tlwir
bdla\·iour about a ~lonth he·fo n ' ( lI.t rga ining- for a q uan tit y of Cattl,'
of a Fa rmef 0ppo'iitc the Town. th,' pc'ople of ti ll' T own nl'''' and

drove ofT all my Caul,", ) 13 d r-n-rmined me 10 fin- upon Ihrm.-At 8
oClock « e bcgun. a t 10 a ~ lr Pott e-rlt carne on hoard to Treat. ill' did
not seem to hav e' full PO"('~. so dr-sired some mav b!' v-ut ofT that ha d
I aske-d them wh y thev did nUl a n~" ('" r mv Summons. that r uv inte-ntions
wa s Irie-nd lv. that I on ly carne- 10 purchase Stock fo r th t'" K in~'s forC"t"S._
Had thev ginO" lilt" fai r AnS\n TS n OI a Gu n would hav e hl..-n fired .
hOWC\"fT. since it w 01\ a s it was, I d emanded a quanti, ..- o f Srock for the
u<;t".of His :\ Iajlosty : wh ich I would pa y for.-llwy lit~ilalt-d and Pr"
varirared much. said th r- Countrv people had drove it a ll olf.-I told
them that would not do.- Iht·y then told lilt' Ihq' co uld ~t·t about .:;0
Shf"(·p.-th~ Counnv IX'in~ at thi s tirne- g rca rlv alarmed Rd x'ls flock
ing in fro!ll a ll ( I Ua~h·n.-~l y in tent hI'ing a·m....-ered din·rting them
from ma kmg a plan~ of A m.ls of ~e"port , ---:-A (, fep [ l 'd of the 50 Sheep
a nd got thr-m onbourd . Du rlllg tillS transarnon the Rebd s fired severa l
Shot at us.-In the Ewning weig-he d a nd came to Sa il, A nchored ofT
Hogg Isla nd , N ext 1t1Orn ing O rdered the Swan and two Tenders in to
dl'stroy Br istol Fe rries. they made a Signa l fo r a la rg" Bodv of Rebels
bdng- th ere, stood in a nd fin-d a [e-w Shot at them. Om' of our T r-ndr-rs
got agroun d. co ntlnur-d plying ofT and on . as WI ' Tack'd hei ng close in
upon th e Sho re . ti ll' Swa n ran aboa rd of us ca rrie-d awav o ur J ibboom
and hu rt th e knee of the head we It- t go the And;or. parted th e
Cable and run ashore, while we weft" in this situJ.l ioll we exchanged
severa l Shot wit h t~c ' Rd )('1s, The W a ter rising w r- got ofT after bring
two hours ashen-, without any damage, (wt" han' no ....· onlv three Cahl~
in the Sh ip. I W,·igh..d and Stood to some of thr- othe-r lsla nds. COIn.
pleated the Transports a nd rcrurm-d to Xe-wporr . Upon Ill" Arrival
several Ge-mlerm-n of the Town waited upon me, from die Town.
arquainting me if I wo u ld spare th e Town. and su ffrr th .. Fcrrv Boat~
a nd ~rarkets to ("O IlW I n T own, they would engagl'd to g,' t thr ' Rebrls
o tT the Island and Supply Hi s ~faj''':5 ty' s Ships with .... hat the\' wantf'd ,
I answt'n-d it would hi· impossihle to bt' at Prarr ....·hi lr surh ~ BOlh of
R ebe ls hung owr til<' T own if th f'Y would wmo\"(' th rill o lT th e Island

"~........n -'fun . )', .\u l[un 28, 1775 . gi\''' ' Ih.. f01l0"'in l'l an:ount of Ihi.
indd..nl , :

~, W..dnnda \" Ih.. ,hip R OSt'. Cla'1'I 0W, S"'an, and th ..ir I..nd ..". w..nt imo
Bnuol harbour., an d a~pli..d 10 a l'I.. nd..man of Pupoquaoh for l i,'~ noek, who
,...fu...d 10 I..t h,m h~,'" II ; hUI Capt. \·.....lIae... of th .. Ro...-. inli , ti n!\: on ha,'inl'l it,
lh .. g.-nd..man apph..d to I?.- town, upon whic h Ih.. ,...opl .. co lkc t.-d lo,,"lher ,
and dro\'" Ih.. flock from I opoqua,h : ,,'h ..,...upon C apl. WaIlM.. Ih,...al r mod to
fir.. on ~h~ lown if. {hI'} did nOI ' upl' ly Ihern, hUI h.. Idl il wilhoul pUll ing hi,
Ih r.... I, mto .. ~ ..cutlon . and w,·nt to Hog "land wh...... h.. look off 6 fal ra u l.. and
ahout 20 sh..,·p, wilhou' IM ~- i n g for lh.-rn. Th~ ships n·turnrd imo Ih is harbour
On Thursda r ......ninll ,- Wr h,oi\T Capt. \'o'all ac.. ha s sinrr lIi"..n an ordn for th r
p<l\ ' for Ih.. aOO\" .. nock,

" Sim..on Pott..r, a lradinl'l 1ra ca pui n and m..rch ant of Brino!. H.. is u id 10
ha,·.. I.....n a m..mhrr of lh .. IIrouP who h urn ed Ih.. Ga.ptt in 1772. W ilfr..d 1I.
~Iunro d""Ol r , ~haplr rs 10 hi, ra rr ..r in Tlu H i,' o. )' 01 R,i. lol. R.I. , .. ( Pro\·j.
d.. nc.., 1880 . an d T oln of art Old S ra Pa.t ( Prim'.-ton Un i""";I)" P,...ss. 19 17).
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and Supply the King' s Ships, I would co nse nt to what t1u-y proposed
' till further Orders-c-Tbis appc'ars 10 nu- to be for the Kin~\ So·n·in ' and
J am "c'l of Opinion it may ht· made a Post for the King.

~Ios t of the- Wood used hc'w corm-s from Long Island .;.·c· take Vessels
loaded. that's prccarious ; IWO or Ihn",' Companies of ~I t'n as ~uards

whib- others cui. may g"1 much . R,'ho:·1 V('SM'"ls broke up will make
mon·.- In n'gnrd to Provisions, Ih"n"s plenty to be got hut it n-quin-s
sorm- forI" to protect while othr-rs g('1 it. there's not an Island about here
that has not 2 or 300 ~lc-n under Arms 10 defend the Sttx·k. and thcv
an' \"1;"''1 \i~ila nt. some of them han' Marched 50 \fil,'S upon an Alarm.
A Ikpulalion from Ih(" Town informs me thr- O fficer I'olllma ndin~ the
Rd x'l Part y that is about two ~ lilc 's [rom rhe Town. demurs upon
k-aviug the Island bill promise's not to ronu- ncar the TowlI.-1 still insist
ulxm their leaving the Island,- ill ("O IlSl'q UI' IIC(' thcv han ' sent off to
th e Rd wl Head Quarn-rs to insist upon the-ir b-i ng n' JIIo\Td, and I ,11Il

tlaru-n-d if that should Iw refusr-d, tl H'n~' s a number of tlwm will take
Arms In join an y forrr- lIIay ln- !>I'1l1 In dri ve' them off. TIlt')' se-e-m to
thin k it hard thcv should he d rove to draw the rcscnnm-nt of the whole
Con tinen t UjXlrI thrm, when there is 1I01l!" 10 give thr-m Assi ~ t 'Ul t T .-how
r-ve-r t/Wf(' is so much der-e-i r in this Countr-v and of which \ '011 an' we-ll
acquain n-d that 1 ru-ed '>3.'1' no ilion' upon that Subject. '

You \\; 11 se-e by thr- Stat e and Condi tion of His \la j('sty's Ships the
situation Wt" arr- in for Pro visions. \ , ·c· have had no regu lar supply from
the Contractor these four \ Ionths past. and he has dr-r-lim-d having any
thing to do with it. W if wr- do n't S("tt!(" some te-rrns with the Town. WI'

must depend upon Ta\'aging the' Countrv for Supplies. 1 have the honor
10 be- r-tr- James wallace.

Though Wallace' s de-patches 10 (Iraves .... ritten during November
and most of December. 1775. apfX"ar 10 have been [ost , it is possible
to follow his mo re important movements in the -' In cur>, and in the
Ar-ts of the General As-emblv. The first mOH' in his campaign to
....~ttle some terms with the Town" in order 10 obtain regul ar supplies
for hi" vessels was to r-ut uff all im ports of food and fuel to the town
of ;\"("wport_ Faced with litan'at ion . th e inh abitants ap pea led to the
Ge nera l "\~"Cmbly for rd id . and at the :\'o\"Cm ber st"~~ion an act was
pas.'C'd which pennittl'd Ihl' Iown 10 x-Il beef . beer. and other food 
Sluff to Ihe Brit ish sh ips as long'as Wallace pt-'rm illed provismn hoals
and rt'fries to pass u llm(JleSll'd . l ,~ O thn le~i~lat ion cnannl by Ihe
s,;mw !'o('~si tJn shows. howc\'('r. that Iht' Pal riot part)' had sufTer("d no
lei-Up in ils determination tn rid Rhodl' h land of the Briti sh force.
With thl' ex("cpt ion of the town council of l"\ewport any p,:rson found

"'Bart l.." , 01'. dl .• " . 7, pp. 38 1.82.

,'{uill, of supplvina the cnt:"my was to "suffer the pains of dea th. as
in rases of fdon~; a nd . . . forfeit his lands, goods a nd chattels. to
the colony . . ."Ill Provision ....as made for raising a regiment of 500
men enlisted for a term of one yea r. This regiment and the militia
regiments of Xewpo n County were placed under the command of
Esek Hopkins. who was given the rank of brigadier general.11

"'Ib id., p. 38Q.
" Ibid.• pp. 38-1_86.

Ito IX' co ncl ud..d J

liE)'; TROUBLE

A R E you having- trouble with your nei ghbors? If you are, be con
soled with the know ledg-e that such trouble is not alone with \ 'O U ,

for un happy incidents occ urred in Providence even as far back as the
eighteen th centu ry. Direcrlv be low the picture of the balloon , which
is used as th e cover of this issue, and the famous \I r. Blan chard's
ad vertisement ( see inside front cover ) is the following d rast ic
insert ion :

This is 10 ~H' due Xot ice to all Owners of HE;\" S in mv
Xeigh bourhood that I have this Day bought Half a Pound
of P OWDf.R . and SHOT in Proportion; a nd having fixed a new
fLi X T in my old Mili t ia Gcx. am de termined to fire upon. a nd
endeavour to kill. a ll FOWLS that may a ppea r in my Garden,
from and after Three o'Clock in the Afternoon of M ondav
ne xt. un til th e first Day uf O ctober ; a nd deeming: this Dele;
min ati on not inconsistent wilh the Principles of ~ood :\' eigh 
bourhood . if any !'('rson should loo k cross at me on Ihis Ac("ount .
I a m likcwi.'l" determined no t to ca re for th;lt.

As U..-To\\':-; ~ IAX ,

w ho ownJ
(15111(/11 GardrTl .

N. B. Colonel WII U'I' I.F. has more Powder 10 -"1"11.
Pr01 'idena . A pril R. 1796.
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The Kentish Guards, founded in 1774 , celebrated their 175th
anniversary on October 29. Following a religious serv ice con ducted
by the Rt. Rev. Granville Ga ylord Bennett, D.D,. Episcopal Bishop
of R hode Island , at St. Luke's Episcopal Church , Colonel Thomas
Casey Greene accompanied by Gove rnor Pastore and his stall and
Brigadier Genera l Frank A. H ancock, Commander of the Centen
nial Le gion, took a review un the same field w here th e Gua rds
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A critical analysis of the life. influence, and works of George
Pierce Baker is being- written by Mr. Wisner P. Kinne, 8 Craigie
Circle, Cam bridge, Massachuseus. Baker was horn in Providence,
April 4. 1866 , and was a graduate of the Providence High School.
He became well known as the d irector of The 47 Workshop at H ar
vard and from 1925 was director of the University Theatre at Yale.
Readers of R hode Istand Historv wh o have cor respondence or any
data on Baker will no doubt be willing to communicate wit h th e
author.

In addition to the reg-ular meetings of the Roger Will iam s Fami ly
Association an d the Society's program of lectures the following organ
izations han met at J ohn Brown House : on September 26, Bristol
Hi storical Society { M r. Clarkson A . Co llins, 3rd., spea ker ); October
25, the Beacon Pole H ill C hapter, D. A. R. p l r. Cli fford P.
Monabon. speaker ) ; O ctober 27, Rhode Island Lib rary As....iodation ;
Octo ber 30, Intern a t ional Federation of Catholic Al umnae [ M rs.
Anna Whalen of M ilton, Massach usetts, speaker ) ; November 14,
Ca lvary Young ~ Ien's Business Club ( ~ I r. William G . Roelker,
speaker ) ; November 15, R hode Island Wellesley Club ( M rs. Frank
T a ylor Mansfield, speaker ); November 16, Pottery and Porcela in
C lub {M rs. Ann ie Reese, speaker ) ; November 17, Co lonial Dames
( ~ [ rs . T homas \\" Streeter, spea ker ); November 21 , Primrose
Garden Club ( M rs. William F, Church, spea ker ); December 7,
Pott ery and Porcel a in Club ( ~ lrs. George E. Dow nin g, speaker ) ;
December IS, R hode Island Society, S. A. R., ( Bill of Rights Da y) ;
and December 2 1, Society of Mayfl owers Descendants ( C hristmas
pa rt y ) ,

RECE NT PUBLICATIO NS O F INTEREST
TO RH ODE ISLAI'\D

Am ong rer-e-n t publica tions of interest to stud ents of Rhod e Isla nd
history arr- two writte-n by Carl Bridenbaugh, formerly Associate Pro
fessor of Am erica n H istory at Bro wn U nive rsity and at present th e
Director of the Institute of Earlv American Historv and Cu lture a t
Williamsburg. Virginia. Gf'lIt1t'm~71 'J Progress, Th e i tiucrarium of D r,
A lexa nd er H amilto n, 1774 is a li\'ely and interesting travel journal
kept by Dr. Hamilton during a journey from Maryland 10 Maine and
har-k. Il l" twicc visited Newport, which he found "as rcmarka hh- for
prit ty WOIIII'n as Albany is for ugly on es." In company with his friend
Dr. :\loffat hr- visited the artist, Fek e, whom he declared "the most extra 
ordinal)' geniu s eycr I knew," And he spe-nt an unph ilosophical evening
....-ith the "Philosophica l Club." By itself the l t inera riu m would make
instruct ive and entertaining reading ; with Dr. Bridenbaugh's introduc
tion and non-s it is of unusu al value to those who wish to br-com r
fami liar with the }:H'Nms and places of mid -seventeenth cen tury R hod e
Isla nd .

In Pel", Ha rrison , Fi rst A mniOlll A rchitect Bridenbaugh present s the
hio~rolphy of a ma n who played a pmminenr roll' in the life of colonial
New port, and who left as a permanl'nt memorial to his abilit y such
struct ures as the Touro Synagog ue, the R ed wood Library. and the Xew,
port M arket Home, as wel! as outstanding buildin gs in other colonial
cities. This int('f(~stingly written life history of an importnnr, hut prc
viously little known , designt'r will 1)(" of use not only to the student of
l'a rly American architect ure bu t also 10 anyone inn'stigati ng the colonial
history of Rhode Island or of the colonies in general.

The January, 1949, issue of Old-Time X nt' F.rl,glond r-onrains an iltus
tratcd article by John Hu tchins Ca dy on C o eumscussor-, till: historic
estate of the Smit h and Updike families ncar Wickford.

In The W isconsin Jfagad71 t' of H istory of September. 1949, are pub
lished the letters of Cha rles :\f('Carlhy to .J. Frankli n Jameson. Thr -y
menti on a number of nu-mbe-rs of thr- facult y and students at Brown
du ring: till' period ( 189 1-96 ) wlu-n ~f('Carthy was a student in Jameson' s
historv rourses. The lctu-rs are edited bv Elizabeth Donna n and L. F.
Slock: '

Under the title " Rhode Island's Little Firecracker" ti ll' S aturda y
E I'I ' I l ill ,l!. POJI of November 12. 1949. prinn-d an int"n 'stin~ artide on
the lifl' and political care-er of C ovcmor John O. Pastore.
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drilled before pa rt icipat ing- in the Revolutionary War.
At th e evening banquet '-fro\\' illiam Greene Roelker , a n hon orary

mem ber. del ivered an add ress on the history of the K entish Guards.
Other speakers w ere Governor Pastore and General Hancock.

A recent find in our library was a collection of eighteenth and
ninet eenth century alm an acs, which conta in in th e margin notations
of births. marriages. d eaths, etc. of th e No rth Kingstown a rea. Since
fire destroyed th e North Ki ngstown town records, these notations,
as soon as th ey have been tr an scribed and indexed , sho uld be
valua ble.

The Society's libra ry has just received the History of j am estown
... by Walter Leon Wat son, which will be revie wed in a lat er issue
of Rhode Island History. It is im possible to ove rem phasize the im
portance of such publications. This attractive volume is a va luable:
additio n to the gro wing list of Rhode Island town histories. The
Rh ode Islan d Historical Socie ty will be glad to assist an d encourage
any local historian wh o wishes to follow :\Ir. watson 's example an d
wri te a h istory of his town.

The First Co ngregat ional Society at its last ann ual me etin g turned
O\T( to th e Rhode bland H istorical Society to be placed with the
First Congregational C hu rch (U nitarian) a rchives, three books of
the inscr ipti ons of the grav e stones in the churc h's five ac re plot at
S..... an Point Cemetery. The extensive research and work of com piling
these books was do ne by Mrs. Howard K . Hilton and her committ ee.
The present committee consisting of M rs. H enry C. Hart, Mrs.
Walter S. Ball and Clifford P. M on ah on are com piling an index to
the record s which should be all aid to genealogists.

T HE O:"<E-IIIJ:-;'DRED TWE:-JTY-EIGHTIl annual meeting of Rhode
Islan d His torical Soc iety was held September 2 1. 1949. at 8: 15 P.M.
at J oh n Brown Home. Presiden t Richard LeBaron Bowen presided .

T he secretary read the ca ll of the meeting and declared a q uorum
present . He then read the min utes of the one-hundred-twenty-seventh
annual meeting as w ell as the minutes of two stated meetings held
since the last annual mee ting. All were accepted as read.

Xlr. Howa rd W. Wilson, treasurer, presented his report, which
showed an operati ng' deficit of $ 1,230. 17 for the year ending June
30, 194 9. However, because of certa in non -ope rating income there
was an over-all surplus of $2 ,329.6 1. The ba lance sheet as of June
:10, 1949, showed tota l assets of $267, 151.66 of which John Brown
House a nd "books and manuscr ipts" were each carried at $50,000.00.

~Ir. Clifford 1'. Mon ah on, librarian , presented his rcport which
was a lso the report of the Library Co mmittee. Mr. Monah on spoke
pa rt icularly of the fine rendition of our library and of the ca ta log
ing' and arranging ,going' on to make it even bett er. He also men
tioned the almost daily additions of new library an d mu seum items.

.\ Ir. Cha rles B. ~teG{)vva n, chairman of the M embe rsh ip COIl1
mittee, reported a net gai n of 48 members for the year end ing June
30,1949, which brought the total membership to 1,362. The guest
boo k was signed by 1,065 persons du ring: the yea r.

:\I r. Freder ick Lippitt, assistant secre ta ry, read the report of the
Lecture Com mittee in the absence of :\[ r. Henry D. Sharpe, chair
ma n. Th is report showed that 12 meetings of the Society were held
during the pas t year with a total attendance of 1,302. T hirt y-th ree
organizations held meet ing-s in J oh n Brown House. :\I r. Roclker
addressed eight organizat ions and :\fr. Monahon two.

The Publication Com mittee, :\ [r. Pa ul C. Nic holson. chairman.
reported that four issues of the Society's quarterly, Rhode l sland
Hi story. had been published . These issues were eac h 32 pages in
lengt h and in total were composed of twelve articles. th ree book
revie ....-s, nine charts and map s, one report an d twcntv-ninc notes.
The art icles were illustra ted by eigh t cuts.

T he Committee on Gro unds and Buildings, Frede rick P. Aust in.
Jr., chairma n. repo rted on the refin ishing of all the dow nstai rs
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floors. AL<;() reported was the acquisition of 75 chairs, a new gas
ran ge and a crystal chandelier for th e d inin g room, the ~ft of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald E. Jackson .

As th e members stood in respect ~tr . j oseph G. Henshaw, chair
man of the Committ ee on Necrology. read the list of 28 members
who had d ied since the last annual me etin g".

Mr. Bayard Ewing reported for th e Finance Committee ill th e
absence of Xlr. Alben H . Poland, chai rma n. The report showed all
securities to have a market value of $ 141,779 .51 as of June 30,
1949. In come from securities is approximately $6,500.00 annually.
The portfolio is divided as follows : Bonds 2 77" , Preferred Stocks
44'fi , Common Stocks 29j{. The investment account was increased
by two bequests in the pa l't year : one from the estate of Victor
Wilbour of $8 ,115.51 and one from the E. K . Aldrich, j r .. estate
of $20 ,500.00 . . . .

The Aud iting Committee, ~Ir . J. Cunliffe Bullock. chairman ,
repo rted tha t M r. Robert ~L W ood , auditor, found the books and
accounts of the Societ y in good condition .

Mr. Rcclkcr p resented his tenth annual report as director. He
poi nted out the Society's need for funds a nd exp ressed the hope
that gifts. eithe r testamentary or otherwise would be received. He
also stressed the need for an addition to the house which would
provide a lecture hall .. . .

President Bowen pointed out in his repo rt " that in these days
when most historical societies arc operating in deep red figures, some
to the extent of as much as $12 ,000 per ann um . ou r Societ y, muc h
to the amazement of other societies. was able to operate this year on
practically a break-even basis with a loss of on ly $1 ,230 . 17, whic h
included a lawn item of $1 ,039 .27 for evergreen s, seeding , etc.

"T he Society's financial streng th lies in the fact that its income
is de rived. not from one . hut from four sources: Dues, 32.37t-.;
Securities. 23.27t-; State of Rh ode Island , 28.31j;: and Gifts. Sales,
ctc., 16.27t-. At the beg inning of each yea r the estimated expenses
arc budgeted against the estimated income.

"Our excellent financial cond it ion is not accidental. hut is th e
result of the careful business.. managem ent of our Director . who has
not only increased the incom e of th e Soc iety by the solicita t ion of
new funds. but has operated scrup ulous ly within his budget ."

The secret ary reported no unfinished business.

M rs. C ha rles II. Weeden presented the report of the !'\'ominati ng
Com mi ttee for officers and commit tee members. There be ing no
cou nter nom inations the secretary was instructed to cast one ballot
for the slate as present ed . This was accordi ngly do ne an d those
members were declared elected to serve until the next annual meeting
or until th eir successors are chosen.

M r. Add iso n P. Munroe presented th e followin g resolution:

RESOLUTION

In M emor iam

WHEREAS - The Rhode Island Historical Society has suffered a
great loss in the death of Mrs. Sarah Tucker Cook , for ma nv Vt'aTS

chain nan of the Entertainmen t Committee of this Society, and . ,

WHEREAS - As chairma n of that co m mi ucc she Sl'TV.·d with great
effic i,'ncy, always being pres ent , regardless of the weather , for the ref resh 
ment period following- the lectures, her genial persona lity lendin g ~ Ufct~ss

on every occasion, and

WHEREAS - Her interest in the Soc iety itself was long standing
and not of a transien t nature, an d her ability to make every member
and guest feel at home was a valuable asset to the Societv. now therefore
~it - .

RESOLVED - That the Rhode Island Histor ical So(>il'IV, in an nual
mn 't ing assembled . htTt-by expresses its great loss and deep regret at
her passing- and extends sincere sympathy to her family. Her grac ious
memo ry will end ure in the hearts of her friends, and "to lin' in the hearts
of those we leave behind. is not to die." And be it furth er

RESOL VED - That this resolution he spread upon the record, of
this meeting and a ("opy of the same be forwarded to the- family of Mrs.
Cook.

~Ir . Roclkcr announced that M rs. H oward Johnson Greene had
accepted the chai rmanship of the Entertainment Co mmittee.

There bein g no further business to he transacted the meeting
adjou rned at 9:25 P.~1.

Respectfull y subm itt ed,

~1. RA:-;noL PIi FLATII ER

Secretary
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JULY I , 1948-Jt::-iE 30, 1949

TREASURER'S REPORT

$267.151.66
H o w eno \'" . " ·t L S O :O;- . T ' e-a su rer

REC F..J PT S
OPE.RATI ~G

nUt.,.
Corpora lt' ~1 ('mh.:n.h i p!O

Stal l" Appropriation .
Int erest a nd Div iden d
Contrihut jom
J oh n " rown H ou se Fund c In r ome
Sale of Puhlica rlons, Books. etc.
Sund ry Receip ts

s os -o pr.RATl S G

Ald rich Estate 8l:'qUtost •
Wilho ur Est at e Beq uest
Sec uri ties sold
Cont ributions

Wa rd Pa pt·rs
J ohn Brown Hou se f und .

Sta te o f R . I. fo r Pu rrha.'>t' of Xewspa pers
e ll ' ,

Su nd ry RI"CI'i pts .

Total Recd ph

f .X I'F.S Dl TrMES

O PF.RATING

Salaries ( Includ ing $ 1,108.60 T ax )
Dirl;"t'l o rs Dio;cn'lion ary Fund
T elephon e a nd Offin' Supplies .
M ain tena nce of Grou nd, a nd Build ing
Ill-at a nd Light
Commuu-r-s

Lecture .
Libra ry .
~I t 'ml-)('n.hip

Publication ( R. I. H istory )
Insu ra nce .
Audit (6 mon ths audit )
Sun dry Expendiru n-s

$ 7,IDI.00
895.00

6,500.00
.'),324.05
1.870.00

1&1.00
471.62
303.38

$20,500.00
8.115.51
4,358.4 7

500.00
185.00

908.26
387.95

$ 14.086.24
752.46
614.2 7

2.407.0:1
1,389 .18

707.12
927.86
288 .0.1

2.183.64
636.92

35.00
I H .4:J

s 22,932.05

S 34,9.').,). 19
$ 5 7.88 7.24

$ 24.162 .22

:-;O:-;'OP ER,T1 :-G

Securitit-, Purcha sed . ...
Xewspa pcrv , Microf ilma nd Bind i n~

Expe nded for Ward Pape rs . . .
Expended from Pai ne ESla u ' .
Expended from Ald rich Ecrarc
Su nd ry Expe nditu res

T o tal Disb ursement,

c ...sn ...CCOl· S T

R, L Hosp ital Na tio na l Ba nk and Cash
Providence l nn itu non for Sa\'in~s

LT. S. T rea su ry Honds "C;" .

1:-\t:ST ME:-T ACCOt ' :-;T

Sec uri ties ,
R . L Hospit al TnN Co.

JO H :-; BROW :- !I o r ' s t : f"(" SD

R. I. Hospita l T rust Co., --,!'C.·nt
"ROPt:RTY

J oh n Brown Hou-e .
Books and Ma nuv-ri p« .
Furnitu re a nd :\I u.".um :\I.n ,·rial s
Four Pa rcel , of La nd

.'CCO'· :-TS Rf. CEI\·" RLF.

General Endowment Fu nd s
J ohn 8rO\\l1 Hon-e Fu nd Rt'sefV,' ,
Life Memb -r- hip Fund Re-crve ,
Sustaining :\k mhn 'ih ip Fun d R" M'n T
Rn 'oh-ing" Publica tio n Fund
\\'ard Paper, Rese-r'v ,· Fund
Wilbou r Fund Rt'sl'rn '
Calder Fund R eserve
Aldrich Fund H.t'M'f"-1' . ,
Index to Publication Fu nd R"s,'n "!'
Sec urities Fund Profit
Surplus

$27,090.02
fiOO.oo

68.97
1.282 .22
2,014.33

339 .87

.~12,94356

318.92
10,0CK>.OO

$ 135,796.15
54l.50

$50,OCK>.OO
50 ,000.00

2.00
·t OO

( I k fi" it )

$ 31.395.21
$ .').').557.63

. 23.262.48

$136.337.65

7.520_00

100.006.00
25.52

$267. 151.66

$ 182.266.04
7,705 .00
5,750.00
1.000.00

277.4.'i
1,391 ,76

41.1 02.4 1
J:l,909 .11
18AR.').67

2.1 .00
H8.94

5.179.72

Exam;m-d and fu und co rrrrt .
J C " "UHf: B U L L OC K , Clt "j..""" .-hdj/j"fI C"mmitt"
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80 01' REV I EW
O"e Hu"J ,."J Fill)' l '""n 0/ Prm ,jJ r,u f! Il"' .uhingtoH I" Ju ,.J " U Com p.l'IY .

J 7'J'J· f 9-1 9, h~' WillLu ll Cirrtllt' Ro..lker an d Clarkson .-\ . Co llin•. 111. Pruvi
d..nee , 19-19, X II , 153p.

T ho:- n,rnll<,ulltlinl/:"ra blhin("~, hi,lU~ is a hazardous undntakimc no"ada~ s.
..\ 1 lOll<' rieur- Ihr a lld i'-II'"o:' "'as 'mall and largelv IInnilinll-jR\t fri ..nd, n f
Iii.. In\ .i l " I '''1I Ihal " ,IS n"trhra lill!l" an anni...· r""'ry. =""" t he jlllnt'.I,..l lo!f<>"p
is mort' va ri ..<t and runs even to men ",ho .. ish 10 apply sodal ,<-kill'/" analy sis
10 individu..J r hronid r•..\ tlmily 'Iury may be ' ..mporarilv \dlidy·jllll 10 i,s
'p..n'''o hilt "ill t .d. p<"rmanrnt value. An analytical study i. lik..lv 10 be
H'~ pnnr rt'ad inll: . :\","" ~ l t'", r<; . Roelk er and Collins have srru ck a happv
medium-s-and re-lative In a 1~J"l" of bucin......' insrirurion .. hich ..." t('rn " l1 ~ would
.lpP'"ar In inspire Iin l,. rom"I1 .'.... Th...ir , ,,Iumt' i. warm" ilh Ih .. play of
individual me11 in Ih.. fOllndinll: and rominuance, the u p-buildme, of the enter
prise . II .it. al .. ay.tinnly ill th .. ll...-k£round ol th e arow rh of its hom...o: i l ~. And
it nplnits we-ll the drama " f r ruu pe rition. buvin ...'. crio;n. and the s-at a -rroph..,
of fire and storm. It i. a ....II·S('a.,.-'n..d compote o f rich mat...rialc

.\ 1 the carne lim.. the autborc ha't' prm idt'd man)' data for th tud..ntv o f
r-ntr ..pr""t'orial or bu.in.." lif... H t'n" t h.. data ar.. I)("1It'r for Iht' urli r ' ...au of
the- rompanvs ~aTt"t"t. I)("fntf' thr- I't",'id ..n, '" \ , '" , h in£lnll bot-nun.. hi ll' buvin ,
...it h th... lan..r\ po',-uli" r prnhlf'm. : .. h ... n insuranr e and banking " ..r.. d, I)
;1II...rt .. in..d . ...hen ' l I>o:l;h"ld..r roetrol wa s obviously slowly lo<oin£ erouud 10

manaz.. rial domination. eve-n a < 1<11... " , .. h...n rh... Chicaao fir... . tamped il<
I...... ,n, upon the p"l i, 'it' of manaaem ...m . Wi lhout (" t('nt a t ion the author•
.....rl; in much material ...hich .. ilt be of r...al value to rh... ir scholarlv brethren.

On..... ith . ym pa lhy fo r Ih t' lat ter Illay pt"rhaps bot- pan::lon..d a plt'a Ihal th..
Providence Wa . h illl.:to ll no .... 'pon.,.-)r a 'Iud~' 1I10n" <pt'daliz..d than the- pf('.....n t
hi'ln",'. a ,tLJ d~ .. hi, h ...uuld be murf' p;lnio:ula rh conreened ",ilh t he- 'lllt'"ti " n
" W hy"; Wh )' "as il JI'l,..,ihl.. tor th ... company 10 shift <;(J <i mply Irom marin..
10 fire .. ri l illlZ ~ ll ' h ~ ' did ii' Im . in..... !l:r"... .,.-••plt-ndidly despit ... the rom perinon
" f lafll:f'r un il ' ~ It"h \ d id il adopt the d i\' idf'nd po li,'y of p" ymf'nl . unly " ut nl
inc ..'lmt'nl i" ..."nf'? T h t"....- a nd ot hers likt' them-e-were 1101 f', .....ntial 10 thr
R ndkn -( :.. Ilim ,tury. hili Ih t" )' ;IT'" Ih ... 1)'lX' of 'luf'.tion in \\'h io:h. I ran im'llZin..,
t h,' nllin"r... of Ih .. nllllpany ''''In..ti mn 10 IX" int('f('.t('d. nu<illt" « hi'lori ...
..h"ll lt-l, ;11 1..;,, ( in p;trl . ....r\t' Ih.. lun<t ion of !l:uiding' ('",('cui in". ;l\\Oly fmlll

1'01 ' 1 t'trOr'.
T hl' rllrt.. nl H,lumt" " ,It"r, a 1.:1",d fmmdatinll for t h.. m"r.. im ..n,iv.., pm 

k"itHMI 'lll(1), It r' l"hli,Jws Ih t" ~"I1('"lolt~-<;(J to spt'a l;,; it Ira..... Ih .. .'h id
lin.., "f Itro" til; ;lud il , hrolli, 10-, 111"'1 " l lh ...." I.. rna l fad s pn li nr nt to " "'uml
analy.i •. T o anornl'li.h '" m wh ,til t! ~t" 1 I" k",'p tl". 'I"ry im..rr i.lllt t" th ,'
I.:..nn;l l n·;lI ln-y.... quitt" " ng,t,ging-i, a f..a t in "hif ], Ilw am lll'r' may t,.k ('
k gitiru" t" prid ,·. TIlt' " ,.ad,·m i,· wn rld. nn I,'" t ha n thai "llrompa"..d h>' t il<'
],o umb,i.', nf J{ h",k I , I;IIII!. "illl>lln ttWIlI ft"li,·ita lion s.

.\ R T 1I 1' 1I 11,1:0. f ,
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