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0" :tp, il 2J , 195 1, , 10 , CII"''''' CI.. II of , 10 , P ,oL,idurr !':1I(i",,.ill( S oci,t ,
p, o oll,d 10 lIu R Io " d , I . hu . d lIu lo,io d SO(l " Y :182 1'10010( ''' 1'10•• lot.... 11,
d "b ", ,,,,b , n T Io , ,, " ..... I,u grl)· ro"I ,,,,po ,o,)' .' i..,.·. 0/ Rll od, IJI'lII d ; '0"" / ..,. ,
"n, 0/ :.'o,t,.. i1l j,:. , 1,)' pls" I•. .~ dr/tI ,1 0/ .\I,•. B,ou"rlf . ,irlo.., 0/ f lo,
,t ' rtld, if .."d 011 110 .. ro['o i " flp, .ui,,'io1l 0/1 11 , 1:.i/' / 'om til, Como" C/ull .

TIo, ,~ 'r"d~ is <I" o UISI ,," d inl! hi. /o, ;r I"" d m", t 0/ P' oliid, 1Irr. D,.i~n ..d II)'
Uuu , lI lI'a" , ,, a" d J" m,. C. Buct/i" . f lo.. It..ildin g "'0' " " d )' fM 0 "p " ,,'}'
, ,,, 1)' i" 182 9 , o,, ~ n/ lh, ".chi/ul,,,,,1 d'/tli/, "f 111 , It..ildi" g. arr 110, monoli' hic
colu"' ns of Hh () d, 1, lflt lfl /;", ,,il, "M'/ ,h, fj"" L., d ); , Qua,, )' ill John s/"" . TIo ,
1/"1/1"" l o"i ( ,,,pil,,1 ' '''''''''''lIing l il, ,nl"lIl1l . ,h, G,nk k ~)·. "Old , 10 , d .."til
r"' "ia. " II ,>:a ll,,, , ' .~" lII t,'fj ,,' 11'"" ,,,'. If,'" "f G",k d,IRlI•. " rr ShMI'II /t'; ,h
/:rr " l di, 'i" r/ i,," ill M ... n ,o,.." , II'. phn/" /:,,,ph . .U" ,,)' of 110, "1 10,, pholo g,,,phs
p. ,unl,d 10 110, S"ri,, )' " rr ,qu"U)' di,t ,,,/: ,w ll,,1 "" ,I ,,'ill brr"m, "n i'H'al"abl,
1''''' o/I h, So,i, t )'·. c" lIrr li" ".,

W I-I Y should thi s mere dot on the milp hi.' of an~ o pt'l'ja l -icnif i­
rancr-, except thai it i!' the point where Cov enrrv , Wr!'1 Grrenwirh .
and Conm-rt icut juin ? The object Ilf this b'.".:ly is to 11"11 ~ou a liule
about how it made hi!-lOr~ .

The !-pol carne into brin~. at Il';\:<1 thcorciicallv . rarly in 164J.
when Sa muel Uo non and a!<..<;ndatrs ho ught from Xarragan-eu
chieftain ~I i antonllm i t he tr act of la nd that W<l!- the-n called
xhawomet. In the deed the tra ct was described as "one par-el l of
lands . . . lyein.l(" UppOIl the wrst sydt' of that part of the M 'a called
Sowhom es Bay from Copas-cnctuxeu lI\'cr aga im t a lin k Hand in
the sayd Bay. ht' i ll .~ the no rth bounds and (he outermos t point of
that nec k of land ca lled Sha whomett : bri ng the sou th hound Hrom
the M'3 shoa re tlf each boundary uptm a straight lvne westwa r-d
t\\t'ntic miles."!

Gorton and his fri('ndr- started at once to senlc ncar what IS now
called Old ~ Iil l Creek, hut M assacb u-en s claimed tilt' district .
invaded it late in 1643 with arms. took most of the -cnlers pri sone rs.
and carried them to Boston. Thr -, were freed the next ~rar.

In 1644 . MMlIl a fter th e Shawomct men had br-en Ireed h~ ~l a!'.""l ·

( hllM'lt~, Samuel Gorton , with his usual Slgarit ~ and fnn'!-igh lt'dne!'.~.

persuaded Ca nonic- us together with xti xan an d Pe:-" i ru!-, successor

to Mianronomi. ( 0 p"t themselves, their la nds. a nd their pI'op)e under
the jurisdicrion of t he King. Sa muel C OTton. J oh n Wkkes. Randall

- \1 r. Perr ~ has mild.. "n ~"' te n.i,·" . tud)· of W",wid, land rTTo,d "
IT he oriltinal d,.·.·d i. in the Joh n C"rln Bro...n l. ibra q '.
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'i/i Th r SOllthll'n( C OIn,., 01 th e Sh fj(('om t', l'uf( hlHt' lJuh T he SoUthll't'JI COl lier of th e Sh all 'IUlu'( Pur chase Iii

Hold en. and j ohn \'-a n wr "H 'IC 1I<lIl\ed al!:('IIt~ to represent them at
the English Court ."

Thi-, submission tu the Cnmll pla~ ed a part ( pcrha~ a large
part ] in gett ing the t itle to th r- SIM" (Jlllet P ur c hase valida ted and
confi rmed h~ the Royal COlll mi~..i.ml"f!>. "lhc Earl nf Wa n.. ir k helped
"'" rmnh ttl hrin,g abo ut the t1e(' i ~ ion in l /i46 th at th e Sh,l\"o!llr t
IIII' ll chanced th e na rur- 10 \\'iI"" ir k in his honor. In dflc 'mwllt ~

of a lat er dati' it is often called th e \ r an .. irk Craml Pu n ha ..... The
:'\nk r ame to be r ailed Wan ..it k ;'\c'fk a." it is loth .. "

In l li47 Warw ick beca me a pan of the Cololl Yof RIH l(lc' bland
and sent mr-n to the Ge l1nal '\~"C'lT1 h l y alnn .1:: with th,,~' from
:'\c'" p' lrt. Portsmouth . and Provide-n ce. \ la~'~a r h' IH'tt ~ Illftl \('rn l llw
Sf'ltk r~ of \ \ 'a rwir k no more .

Sl' lIleIlH·J\t was res um ed ill lfH7, bill on account of ~row i ng hos­
lilily of t tu- Ind ians, progress wa~ nlllllrwd ITlO,..tl~· III the I"llasla l
region . Alter Ihe end of the Ind ian \ r ar in 1616, 1110rc attention
was gi\T n 10 devd oping the hi nterla nd and 1110rc thought was
dc...oted to di ... iding the la nd amon,1.!" ils owners. the purr-ha-crs. Thus
the hounds of the purchase began 10 receive attent ion .

( :nn nl'n irUI ohlained i l ~ c' ha rtl'r from Ihr C rown in I li6~ . Unde r
il shl' daiml'd all of Ihc land ~ ltllh uf Wan..icl eas lwa rd to ;'\arra ­
~a nsclt Bay. In 166:1 Rhod c Island nhta im'd its ('hartl'r in which
il~ .... ~t hound w a~ th e Pawc-al urk Ri\ er. Both colonie'l< appc"a lc-d
to I.n ndon and a hoard of ilfbilrat orJ<o t here deridrd in 1664 th at
Ihr 1';\ ..... r al ll1 k wa~ ml'anl w hc,' th(' hound oclw('en thr t .....o rulonin>.1
Co nnl"ni r llt .... ould not c'{lmpl ~ " ilh Ih i ~ dl'ci ~i {ln: and t rou hll', r"l"n
, ·irl!C'IH'l' .... ith pt'rwna l injuril'~' cl('o ifrrd bel .....een opposin~ fa("(lom
in Ihc' Iwighhorhood of \\'r!ol (,'fl ~ "

Rqwatl'd att l'mpls .... ("I t" made hy tht'" Rhode Island (: ('neral
A''C'mhl~ 10 g:el ConntTlir llt to a p jXli nt ("oml11is...i{l n("f~ 10 Illl'ct
R hod l' 1 ~ l a n d men and ~, tt !C' 1111' dis putr. XOlhing wa~ ;\(wmplishrd
un lil IiO:l. In that yrar rOITullis...ioIHTS from bolh (olon i ('~ IlU'1 and
ag rTl'd that thl' line het wcl'n them ~hOll ld he t he Pa ...."(",lltK k Ri\ r r
from thl ' sea 10 the- mou th of th e ;\ shaway Ri\T r. thellrc a ~t rai!-:h t

~ u. I , li iJ/(Jr)'. \ . 2, no . I . p . I , J ;" IUM) , IfJ42.

aJ"hn It. B" nl..", Ru ", dJ of I h ~ rot",,} 01 Hh od~ ' , land , , . {I' , o ... id ..nn,
185ti_t>5 I, ,, 2, p, [3)-2 1, 5Q. Il ,·r.." ft..r d l"d a~ fl ,I .C.R.

II/w I " ... 2, p " UQ"

line 10 thr- sou thwest rem er of the \" arwick Grand Purch ase, "whk-h
e xtends ~o mill's due wlosl from a ce rta in rock I y in~ at t he outmost
point of \ r ilrwid :'\ ('("10.: ' thence a north line to \I ils....ach uset ts B;IY

Colony ." The ils.'C·mhlics of both colonie. prompuv accepted the dcci­
sion of rbe ccnum»..iom·rJ<o . Rhod e Island ap pointed Ca pt. J a ITu"S
Ca rder and J ohn \I umfnrd sUf\'eyo n; to jo in th e COl\lll'r·tir ut sur­
\"(~~ors to run the lin e... The first t hin~ to do wa v to lor-arc the- sout h­
wes t corn er of t he " "ilr", ir k Grand Pun-ha-c. Con ne( lil'ul .....o ukl
not (·oope r;!tt·. w hib- no report of ~U f\e~ On; Ca rder and Mumford
ha s. come to lich t , th ere is good r ..-idence tha t they ran the south
linr- of wa rwick to the southwest com er. '

Yea r afte r ~ t'al' ti lt" Rhode Island As,"C'mbly app oin ted commiuce,
and rmnmiv..i ll n~ 10 tr y to ~t'l COlllwl,t irut 10 an with them 10 run
and fix the line hy IllllJlHls nil thr- gro und . :'\oth in,l!; happened . II
loo k a jolt from the mother roun trv in 1 71 ~ l llJ start art ion again .
In tha t vea r the Lords Com m issio ners of "lradr onlernl the Colon\ '
of Rho!:lc' Island to send them a map or ( har t of the rolonv." Th;lt
order had to bt' nhc'\('d " At lust the western bo undarv would have
to be de te rm ined a;1<1 ma rked on the .ground. Both' colonies ;a p­
poinl t'd ("omm iUr<'S to ('oopaate in the -work, and John \l umford
was again r h r~n !'un'c'yur for R hod e ls1;md. Tht'" f umm itt ec,"S ITwt
in WaT\\'ick, April I :!, Ino. The C.onneet irUI men prepart'd to
mea~urt" th e \\'a rwirk !'o/ lUlh line to d t'temline th e pos ition of Ihc,'
!iO lI thw ~1 cOTller. For !'o/)me rt'aron that i~ not d C'a r, thc," Rhod e
h land men rd uM"d to join the Connl'rtirut (Trw in measllrin~ thc,'
....,lIth linr unlrs.<; lhr Cnnm'et lrut men ....ou ld a~ree to a joinl ru nni ng
of the Rh od e 1!'land-Co lllwr tk ut line . Finall ~ it .... a~ agrl'ed that
the two groups ....ould join in th e t ria ngul at ion ttl dc" tn lllilw the dis­
ta m'e a(TOs." tht' wa tl' r from the lip of \\'a rwir k :\"nk to t h," l'o~t RO;ld .
anti Ihal Ihc,' COllm·rt ir lll ml'n would follow th l' Rhod e hland er rw
as thl'y nH'a~urcd th l' !'o/ lut h line.' as Oh~('f\Trs ollly. Tht' COllne etirut
mc'n f(')Xlrt l'd Ihat li lt' Rhod t" 1 ~l and ('ha illllH'1I made Ihe line too

IOIl~ . r('adi ll~ " almost y~ mill' westwa rd , hn om l tl\l' Illl111Hls tlH'Y

~' lb;d" v . :1 , 11,4 74 .

" (h id " .... 3, p . ~ 7Ii .

: J ohn \ViHll..r'~ t"id d B",,~ . d"wd F..h, 24. 172:1/ 4, I', TI . T , w·. rr ipl ill It , L
H i, to rielll Soc i.. t ) .

' H.'. C. H. .... 4, p. 2t> :1 : S"""JrI Cr....n.. .'\ rno ld , lI i" ,,.), of Ihl' Slm~ 01 RhoJ"
" (', 11 ,1 all'! P.o ~' id~ "H l' t'HI /a/ ion. ( I' rO\'id" Tll '.' , 1 8~'l l. ,".2, p, h~
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had Iormerl v made.' :" Prcs um ahlv this refers to the survev Ca rder
a nd ~fumfo~ mad e in I in]. T he' line be tw een th e colon i~ w a~ nut
run at this time.

T he map M umford made for th e Com missioners of Trade in
London had two lines. ,I red nru- and a green nne, for the wcstcm
boundary. The ~n·t·n lim' ran dill' nort h from the mouth of til('
Ashawa y River to thr- ~I a ........ar husens south line. The Lord!' of the
Committee Council. a t the Co urt of St. j am es. in February. Inti,
ordered that the ....::n·(·n line d rawn from the mouth of Asha.....a~
river w here it faiL.. into th e Pawcatuck river , and thence ('Xt('ndin~

north to the south IiIll" of the Massach usen s Bav, be the ...
boundary bet .....ern the , .. colonies of Connecti cut and Rhode Island
.. ." The orde r was confirmed by th e King.!" T hus the award of
1664 w as mad e more de finite an d given official approval. The
Connecti cut agent in London at the tim e aL"O gave his approval.
~\ line du e north [rum the mouth of the Ashawa y River w ould run
about 180 rods ( more than Y"1 mile) .....eN of the l'Outhwr.-t co rner
as it is tod ay . For t.....n ~eaf'S no thin-,!: w as done about sun·('y i n .~ and
marking the line.

In February. 1728 . the Rhode Island General Assembl y. nnt in~

that Connecti cut tonk "nn r-are for the senlernem of th e sanu-,"
appointed a cc mmiuec tn run the- line with Co nnecticut commis­
sioners, or withou t the m if non" were appointed by tha t colony.'
Sin ce Connecticut d id IlClt an, in M av, 1728, the Rhod c' Island
Ge neral Assembly aun in a ppoin ted a ' committee with the s arm­

surveyors to run the lim' anywa y, Vuin atte m pt" were made to ,1:'1·t
Co nnecticut to t·c Mlpc:riltt·, and noth ing was done until Septe mber.
1728. AC("flrdin.1:(" to W an wr I' apc:rs. 464, ( Rhoo r Island H istorical
Sodety ) William Crt'c'l\(' star tc'd Septl"mht' r 18, 172H, to run the
Warw ick Pun 'hase ~out h l i nt~ 20 mi les from th e t ip of Wa rwir k
Ne<:k. H I': st't dow n n lllfSt· and dist.mH'!' (or the line a nd sta ted that
a t the rnd of 20 mi lt':- ht· was "70 rod s aho\"C \'e old w rner ma id hv
J oh n M umford ." Thu~ lilt' corn er was pushed ~t ill fa rthlT Wt·,~t. ~;)
mention is made of a ny ( :ol1lwct icut nwn part icipati ng in tht· funni ng
of the: line, hut wht'n thc~ mOlllllTH'llt of stone s was madc at the end of

MH,I .C.R.• v. -I , p. 27:.1 .
IIl/bid.• v . -I , p, :17:1: J ohn C:ntl " IIro,,"1l Lihr:try Mss. v. 8. no, 5 ;'1.
I IR. I.C. It.. " . -I, I' , :1 '1'1.-10(1,

Til E \ 'OY ,\C I: O F T i ll : steuc.rnv
h ~ t; \ItL C. I \ S SHI

lcond ud"d hnrn .\]lril, I 'I~I, " , Ill. flO , 2, p, II )

Wh ile repairs were in prnJ,:n'S.~ , Capta in ~ I ath('\\ snn was hu!'~'

with the ship's commercia l busin ess. By let ter from Providence he
learn ed that th e owners woul d have preferred him to send th eir
specie direct from Lima tu S. Russe-ll & ( :0 . in Canton on hoard
th e A m erica wh ich .....a!' in Peru a t the s ame time as th e .lIenur.\',
;\s th is had not been do ne. Ca ptain ~la t h('w Rln was to put th e
specie on board th e ...hip Il"afhinl:'on hou nd from Gibralt ar to
Ca nton. Lnfortunarelv. the Wm hi nl:l on hold jUliot sailed when the
J/en ury arrived at G ibraltar. Ca ptain ~ lat hf'wl'On was therefore
obliged to deposit the molU'Y with ~ 1t'S."rs . H ill & Blod c;et ( the
Carrington Correspondents in Gibraltar ) fur shipme nt to Canton
at the first opportunity.

Nut a ll of th e specie. however, W ; I!> sent to Canton. Some. in
acco rd anc e with insrrucrions. was retained for the purch ase of an
assorted ca rJ,:o wort h $ :\9 ,n~ ~ .2 :) for the W('St Coa...t of Sout h
America. This ra ruo con-istcd flf d ry J.:ooc:b. wine. flour. brandy.
raisins. oil. etc. FOT reasons that have not comr- to lijrht , th e pro­
jeered purchase of arms in Eu rope' w a~ abandoned. In add ition . a
qu antity of freight was shipped for Rio a nd small vent ures were
ta ken on bv the offi cers. SulTic icn t specie was reta ined for the
pur chase {If Brazilian pro d uct s to be added at Rio tu the Gibraltar
c'a rg-o.

At th is time a n um ber of im portant ch' H1J.:"es were made in the
ship's personnel. By a previo us agreement . Ca ptain M at hewson
ent ered into a onl.'- t(,nth oWllership of the Jln cllry. ~I r . J am f'S .
who had brough t tilt' liohip frum Prn\" idc'lIf r to the: T excl and had
sinn .. ht~e n first ma tr , dlOM: th i:- jUllflurt' to ,lfl nOlln n~ that he would
~tay 0 11 only if hc' WTrl" ma dc' c'a ptain aga in. .-\:- ~ f r . \\' ht'a toll. the
~'rond mat e, was also t h f(' a t l'l l in ,~ to lea n ' and alio there was not a
man in Gibraltar " fit for an ofTi(Tr to a ny \T....~('l." Ca ptain ~l at hcw,

l'on wa ... nllll'trainni to allow ~ Ir. J anH'!' th(' s,ala ry a nd no minal
position of ca ptai n . while r('t<l in in/.!: for him:<t'lf the dut ie!' of !'u pt'r­
<'a r~o and the ulti mate re~poll ~i hlli l y for ttll' ~ hi p' ~ affai n;. , T o th e
owners in I'ro \"idl.'nn·, .\l r. ~l ath C'w~oll . as we lio hall now ca ll him ,
expla ined, " I did not wish to haw him [Capt. J au lt'sJ rema in h y

69



70 T'II~ " vyllj;Cof thr ,lIcn ll ' )' [J u l ~ 19:11 J Th ,' I ' oya~ r of the J / rTl"lI TY 71

the ship on account of his brin g a wry active man, as he is q uite
th e ..cvcrsc, but I knew him to tw steady. an d fret' from drin kin g",
a nd in case of accident 10 me was capable of bring ing- the ship
horne." T he enti re new was disc'harur-d an d a new crew eng-aged
consisting of one Am er ic-a n. (lilt' S\\TJe, two Englishmen , and the
rest It al ians and Greeks.

Fin a lly, on Decem ber 211. 18:22, M r. M a th ewson ha\'ing rome
aboa rd with two passengers, the Ca ptain "hoisted in the Pinn ace
and filled away-all hands securing the an chor . &c for Sea ." The
haul to Rio was uneventful except for the discovery tha i the cook
ship ped in Gibralta r was "unable to perfor m the cooking." The
cre w had to lake turns. One day they ra n into a school of boni ta
and ca ught several. Anoth er day thev picked over the potatoes
betw een decks and found abou t a barrel d amaged . Eve ry da y they
worked on the r igging:. And, after six weeks, they arrived at R io.

Here the usua l port routine recommenced. Freigh t was unladen :
new freight taken on for Valpa ra iso ; and the owners' cargo was

supplemented with $5.000 worth of coffee. white wax. white ."llg-ar,
brown suga r, segars, and seve ral hundred Du tch cheeses. O n
February 2 1, 1823, bctwccn ren and twe lve o'clock at night, "Charles
~lcCa lpin , Andrew J ackson, and Robert Shephe rd deserted fro m
the ship." After a lit tle more than two wee ks in po rt the Mercury
was aga in ready for sea.

T he voyagc to Val paraiso was enlivened by the sigh tin g of whales
and bonita ." O ne day th e Captain "Killed a Hog., for al l hands.
being the last of the Chile breed c- shc had ber-n on boa rd eighteen
months-" Some uneasiness must have been occasioned bv the
following observations recor ded in the log, .

~tar , 1 Bov Nich las -ick
M a r. 2 th~ bov nu-nrioned vcsn-rdav is mort' unwell - he ha- a

high f(:\'{'r. - . .
~tar. 3 a i lOg Died - :\"ifolas IlO lu-ttr-r.
~t a r. · ~ Nicola, ttl!" same - Georg sick
~tar , S we think that I'\in llas has the Small Pox, hi, skill i, !lOW

rovr-n-d with Pimph-s. (-;I'orgT no boner.
Mar. B GeorgI' -omc bett er hut :'\i<'lJlas VIT}' bad with Small 1' 0 ,\

Mar. 9 Georg rl'fonri ng, Nicolas still \ \ Ol'>e-

sTh.. difficulty of ' loring pn ish" bk s in II " ,,, ' b lilu dr, is ill"'lral{'{! hy Ihr
fact thai [77 out of 200 qu in ta l, of fish fro m lh.. Gibraltar _Rio C;H l.\O had (0 be
thrown ovuboard , ~

:\ t length both George and Nicolas recovered and th e Mercurv
lame up with Va lparaiso, Xlr . M athewson was able to write the
ow ners in Pro viden ce on _",pril II , 1 8~3 , ad vising them of " our safe
a rriva l at this place last eH' nin,g, aft er a pleasant pas.';a~e of ~J\ da ys
from Rio janeiro."

Frei~ht was discharged and . market cond ition." provin g- fa\ 'ora ble,
some' $:Hl,nnO worth of th e Gibralta r-Rio ('a r,l;'o was sold. T Ill'
profit un th('N' sales was sli,ghtly impaired when .\11'. M a thewson had
$fin .7S "cash stoh- from me at Lynch . H ill & Co : s house, hy their
steward:' T here wert- also the usual petty los.....-s such as four barrels
of bra ndy "leaked out": four pairs of silk hose "sto le by a priest
of Valpa ra iso" : and a ile pou nd of silk "stole by Lynch' s brothe-r."
Still, the venture was successful.

O n board ship tilt' new was causing considerable diffir-ult v. It
a ll began on April 29. IIrn. when the captain had to " gi\'t' James
Sulliva n some med icine for the vene ria l complaint:' A slr-rious
epidemic followed, but the stercury rode out thi s storm as she had
so many ot hers .

.\1r. M arhewson havini-{ weighed the advantages of a voya ge
to Ca llao against the advantages of a vovagc to " Arrekeepcr'
[Areq uipa] , decided on the former. By lon er from Lynch ill Lima .
he had learn ed that 2,500 of Boliva r's t roop." had arrived at Callao
a nd 3,000 more were dail y expected with Bolivar himself to lead
them. " If the la tt er arrives," wrote '\ [1'. Mathewson . "there is no
fea r of th e Spai na rds entering Lima, although the re is not the
least doubt b ut what rhev have 12.000 men , well clothed and armed ,"
in an y case, some hard fightin g was anticipated and the possibilities
for a luc ra tive arms con tract seemed good .

.\1r. M at hews on procured at Valpa raiso "ce-rtain merchandise
an d three horses on Freight, and six passengers" includin g a
Colombian ambassador. The uncollected balance due on sales in
Val paraiso. he left in the ha nds of W illiam wet more. a Carrington
superr-arjro then on the coast. T he stercurv left Valpa raiso 011 j un e
21. 1823, and , after an uneventful \'Oyage, arrived at Ca llao nn
Jul y 3. Once again. cHTything at that {'ity was found to tw in
confusion. Boliva r had not arrived and the royal ist general Canternr
ha d, on the l Bth of j une. retaken the capita l,
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lit' ('n tt'nod Lima wit hout a "in~d t' gu n bei ng fired . till" pa triots has' ill!:
no idea of h is adval1l: ill\.! until he- " :3\ within a few mi les of the ritv,
when th e)" left in /ol:Tt'al "con fu, ioll. mo-t (If Ih.· public pr0p<Tty falfi lig
into th e (,1I{"IlI Y" hands The mr-rchantv having "0 littl.· wa rni nK of Ill<'
approach of Ill<' Spaniard" tlwy had no l ime to n'1II0\t" their prope rty .
a nd 1110'-1 of the- r"n·il.!l1 nu-n-hams rema ined in th.. citv, all of whirh
had 10 pay" Canumck Io rt y proct. on tilt" amount of all ~IMl(h t1wy had
in store. Call1uMk demanded th ree hu ndred thou-and dollars of IIw
inhabita nts inuuediau-lv ou hi, t'nttTing the city, gi\"ing them eight
hours 10 pa\' it ill, and if unl paid at that time he would rac e the
city to the ground . "111i' was paid and Iw hav _inn' demanded 1"0
hund red thousand mort'.

Su ch was th e report :-.t'm by ~Ir, M athewso n to Provid ence. Th e
patriots had on ly 5,000 poorly a rmed t rool"' a t Callao and Camerae's
army was camped with in si .~ht on the Lima roa d. " '-\1 present it i _~

impossible to S,;IY wh at I shal l do:' concluded ~lr . :\l al ht'w."( lO ;
"you milY, how e-ver, n-st as."urrd that no exertion shall lx- wa nt i n~ on
my pan."

Then began a period of \\ ait in.':. O n J uly I I. 1823, :\Ir. ~I al ht·w­

son reported no cbanec: 0 11 J uly 21, he reported that the Spani-h
a rm y ha d evacuat ed Lima . hut had threat ened to return and con ­
demn all Ioreign prnprrl ~' in the ('ity, Under these circumstances.
th e merchant hOIN "!' were slow 10 ma ke purehast'S. They' preferred
to wait for IU· ....S from a pat riot expedition wh ich had been dispatched
to uppt'r Peru . the SUCH':;.' (If whic h would determi ne the nllln-t" of
("H'1l1S for some time. Still, :\Ir. :\I alhe w son man aged to di;;ptN' of
some: $10 ,000 ....orth of his cargo. .-\t this poi nt it occ urred 10 him
that if he w('n ' tn pTOn'l'd to Ihe coast of Upprr Peru , he mig-ht
arrh-e jlN in tilTH' to ."(,11 his (";I r,go to Ihe \"iuoriolls pal riol
expedition and In takt' on hoard tht~ royalist refugees, He a'Tordi ngly
procurrd frei /{ht and pa~'1'n,gl' l1i for ":\ rr ker" [Arica] and depa rtt'd
fmm Callao 0 11 S('pll'mh('r 13. H e arr ived at Ar ira aftl"r "a ll'dious
passage of th irt y-six da ys: ' th e .... inds ha \" ing ht'en extn'!lwly ('011­

Irary. Hen', as a t Ca llao , ('nTy,thin~ was fOllnd to be "in a !\.ta ll' of
confusion." A patriot rorn~ of ahout 4- ,OOtJ had just heen routt'd
on a h;ltt lefidd Iwarby and tht' Spa niards W('!"t' exper tl'd llloIllI'nlarily
at Arica. ~Ir , ,\ la lht·w.';lJn haslily sold otT $2 ..400 worth of Koods,
took on frei~ht alld n 'lUl"lu'd to Call au, full of indi .g-natilln a/{ainsl
thl' Upper Pt'T\I t'xpt'<l itionary fonT. " Had it nut ha H' hl'('n for
tlu: shamdul flight of Sant a Cruz';; army:' h l:" WTOt l:" , "'I _ho utd

Th e r oy,I,t;'" (11th,' .llen-IITr

ha n' sold f'\l' rythi ng: 1 had nTy hil.:h al :\n kr-r, and sho uld hale
had a." many pa ~'t'n ~(' n. ;\!> I fOllld han ' taken for Gi bra lta r, at
$iOO each."

..\1 Lima, conditions were stil l II p~'1 and prospects uncertain.
~Ir, :\tathC\\ ."On manaeed, hm\ f'\ r r, In "'('11 annrhr- r $10,000 wort h
of the G ibralt ar-Rio fa rgo, I ra\ in~ on ly a rem nant on boa rd, A."
in 1822,~) also in 182J , ~lr , ~l;llhrw."( lII fou nd mea ns of further­
ill.': his own priva te irneres ts at Lima. Failing to locate th e J. S.
Manlnez for whom he had purchased military clothing in Gi bralta r,
he sold the consign ment and credited himself with th e profits. In
Xove rnber. he was the winner of a pawn lonny in which the prize
amounted to $900.

O n board , rhe routi m' duties of minor repairs. maintenance. and
restoc kinc went on interru ptedlv except by the m utiny of two crew
me mbers which occurred on Xowmhl'r 10. ,' ftn a hand- to-h and
ba ttle, the officers succeeded in l.':l't1 in.': the mut ineers into a prison
on shore,

In view of the relative ."Ial.:llilt ion of rnm merce. ~Ir. ~l alhew~1l

decided on a H}ya.!:"(' 10 Canton an d hack. 11(' hoped that cond itions
mig ht han ' been stabilized hy the lime of his return a nd po inted.
out that " T her e is now' not any China goods on rhe coast of
Peru ... .?" He determi ned on a wr."1 bo und rargo of fo pper. silver .
rmton. a nd any fre ight that might lx- in the ma rket. In the course
of collecting this fa r,go, thr .\frrn n .r sailf'd from Ca llao on Decem ­
her 31, 1823, and \"isi ted in ordn , Sa mOl li fO , Truxillo. and Payta .
:\1 Callao. he had ohtained a qu an tit y of old ("o ppt'r wort h $ 101.90.
At Sa ma nro, 1,000 h ail'S of 10110 11 ....Trl: 10 hI' pi("ked up on freight.
hut a letter from the ,l::0n'rno r of Sanla ad \" i!>nl that hl: " had nOl
b('('n able to pronlT(, sa(-ks for tIlt' ('olton, and that it was impossible
lOgel mules to ca rry it to porI. " ;\1 Tru xillo, there was no follon 10

he had, but .\lr. :\Iathewson wa;; ahk to pllr('h aS(~ .~ 25 ,962. 75 worth
of siln T. Al I'ayta, 11<' ohtai ned fifty balt-s of cotto n worth $300,00

"~Ir. ~1 " l h rwson f"nlH'r .1nliril'"I,·d 11>;11 a .."....a n op .....ould I". "'ad} by
Ih,' tillH' of hi, . ..Iur n and Iha l h.. would I,,· "hI.. to lilk.· ;, c;llgo of that commodity
10 Spain. Th.· Spani'h gonrnn...nl. hI' had k;un..d. had d".-rr..d Ihal old
Spaniard, d... irin!i:" to l..an Ihr' r..VOllrd r"lonir, rni!!hl hrin!! Ihrir propnl}
into Sp"in wilhuut pa ~ i " g du lir •. ~fr , M;,t hr wMln h;,d .on ... plM' for !i:"ettin!l
hi, own cocoa into Spain duty.frr.. undrr th;l! dnr..... If.. \nOlr Pro\' id '"I\l-r 10
haw informa tion wai tin!!" for him in I'n" on hi, r..lurn horn C h ina a, 10 wht"lh..r
T h,' French 1\"d-," ~' .....ould llJoil.. il d iffiful l for hilll 10 lI:el inlo Cadit.
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a nd 1.744 wort h of silver. Further supplies of cotton "tTt· unnvail­
able bee-au......· a ll thr- mules in Piura had been impressrcd by the
1-:fI\Trnmenl. W ith thi !> cargo and a small Freight of cotton shi pped
by Lync h. H ill tl( Cn.• the .I/n n n y ."1.'1 out for Ca nton un J anuar~

17. !B24.
The westward \ 'Il~al.(e lasted eighty-two days and passed without

event . At the island uf Lin tin. fre ight for Canton wa~ picked up
and also a sum of money from the George ( a Carrington ship ) . to
he delivered 10 S. Ru .......... l1 & Co. l n Canton. ~l r. :\I at h(," st)ll a....sem­
hied . with th e a id of S. Ru ....sell & Co .• a cargo of China goods worth
about $45 .000. The usual articles were included : clothing. satins.
Hapt-",. nankeen". rhinawarc, ~h and lacquered furniture . fans. fire­
crackers. papt'r lanterns. etc. Xothing: of note occ urred \\ hile the
J/n cur)· was in port r-xr-ept for some tr ouble with th e <TC\\' . They
w ere not ohli~etl h~ contract to return to Chile and :-'I r. :\I a th ewson
had to adva nce them considerable mo ney "to keep them q uiet
and rema in bv the ship.' At this lime. too . ~1 r. Wht.'"a toll. the seco nd
matt'. deman ded his di scharge a nd had to be replaced . By June.
18:24-. the cargo and $:10.000 wo rt h nf freig ht were on b oar d. Charges
nn th e freight wr-re. in this case. tn b{" on e-th ird of t he IH't profit .
On the 27 th. t he stercury sailed . as it was though t. lor Chile. But
on J uly I I, slu- ran into a hurricane. :\I r. :\l a th t'" StJn recorded
:0;<1111(' of the hi .c:hli.~hb in a letter tu Providence.

..\ 1 11:--15 A. ~1.. the wind ~h iftt'd of a ~uddt'n fwm :-;. :-;. E. 10
='. ='. w.. and hk w 10 ,udi a d(~n ..· thai it wa~ with diffif uh y a llIan
t'ould hold h i lll~'1f on deck. and tilt' M'a, whic h for ~·\"t'ra l hour,
pr ("\"iou, t'ould not ri,t". now reN:' likt· pyramids in Ihe .lir. br ..akin.c:
{"·er the ship fwm 'tnll to't("ln . Jul y 12. at 3 P~ 1. tht' , hip lay nt'a rl~

on h..r beam end~. MI thai the waw r poun'd down the companion wa~ .

I now rrque'tl 'd ti ll" ron·mast 10 hi- cut away: as SOO Il a' lilt" lanyard,
of thrN' of th l' \\T"t1lO'r shroud" ""n' nit . Ihl" mash Wl'nt m·l·r th l" , idl·.
dear from the ship. ;Hld ,he pani.tlly ri.c:htt"d . At 2 :10 P. ~ 1. thT'mizell
topmasl w..nt O\Tr till" , ide. and tI\l' ship righted : al th is time l'\·el"y­
Ihing was afl"at ill till" ra hin. fllll" stl"arn ripped to pil·...·,. our {k l"k
ligh ts ston' in. long hoat knol·k..d Ollt of thl' .-hol'b. rnulldhOlN" and
hinnacle sto\"(' to piefl' s. our sta rhoard huh,-arks all ~(l l\l ' . wilh mmt of
til(' hrf'astrail . all h;Hlds imploid in d eari ng the wreck ; hut IllI' , ,'a wa'
hrt'aking O'Tr the ship in sUI'h a IlM r1lWr that \\(. could not dear Iht'
' pan from ht'T ulltil 6 P~I . al \\ hidl lill l(' \\( ' got Il\(" liT I.HI ~..,d s of
fore and main ri~ging CUI. -0 tha i Ih.. ,par.; drifted dl';1f (Ir u, : at Hl id­
night the gale ratht'r abaled.

Th e I -{lya..!:(' of thr J/n cur)" Jul~

W ith the :-'I ernlt~· so badl v cri ppled and part of her ca rgo
damaged, :\Ir. :-'I alht'\\ ~m would haw wished to return to China
if winds had permitted . Because of the southwest monsoon , how evr-r,
it seemed best 10 proceed eastward 10 lilt' nea rest po rt in that direr ­
lion . W ith jury masts and t'llIer~('n<· y sa ils, the .Hac", .\' ~lru l":~ I t'd

across the Pacifi c arriving at :\ Iolllt·n~y . California . 0 11 O rtober ~:I.

l8:!4 . EXh' lI ~in' repairs we-re im perariv e, hut there \\t'n' " neit her
ra rpe-nters, rord<l1-:t" nor iro n to be had." :-'1r. :-' Ia tlwwsllll was abh­
10 1-:t"t only a supply of spars and a IH'W forema st. hut he reported
with sa tisfaction . .. [ have sold about two thousand dollars wor th
of goods at t his place, without ht' ing: obliged to pay port cha rges,
a t from 50 10 100 P'" cent advance." On January I. 18:25. the
.HncuTl" sta rted do wn the coast in search of a port where repairs
ruia ht be effected . On January 21, she put in at ;-'(;llallan .

Here a ~unTY on the damaged goods was taken by four ca ptai ns
who happened 101M." in port. The 10:-.... was found to 1M." slig ht and
all agreed that rhe cargo had been well stowed. :\!ran\\hik. cxten­
sive repairs we re underway and So. It'S were made: on ship a nd on
shore. Trouble with the rrt-w broke out w hen a boat frum all English
\"t":-..,d {prt-sum a hlv on a social ra il to the forecastle} was ordered
off. Xexi da y. J allua ry ~ 7. the en tire r rew "Tnt on str ike, fon ·ing:
th e ca ptain to horruw four men from anot he r slnp for minimum
maintenan ce. ln retaliation. t he captain ordered the rook not to

serve break fast an d wa rned the nu-n that tht'y "should not have
;my thing- 10 eat untill. Ihe y would work ." On tht' 29t h. "Ont' of
Ihe men ra mI.' aft and told the C aptain Thl.'Y all walltt'd 10 ~o to
Ihat' D uty a~ain .'· Tht' capta in ca llcd them all aft and asked if it
was trut' thai Iht'\- wanted 10 .1::0 to thl.'ir duty . Tht'y replied tha t
it was so and "Ih~' Cook begin to Cook as usual."

Xo furtht'r inddcllls occ ur n:d until :-' Ia rch 19 when Ihrrt' me n
wt'nt AWOL. One uf them w;as pirked up by the Captain of tht'
Port and r('turned 10 Iht' J / er' lIr\,. where he was " EnH'd ia tdy put
in Irons 0 11 aC{"(lllllt of Bt"in~ m;ki l1 ~ false compla int ;\.~a in~1 the

Ship."
When the .I / ert ll T)' sailed ag:ain on :-.I an ·h '27, IB2:). $J2.1fi:l

wort h of her ca r.~o h~d been ~"Il ld at :-.t aza lt i n. As ~he pron'eded
down the coa~t. il I)t'came appan'nt that she wa~ II 'ak ing: badl y.
O n ;-'f a rr h :2.\ t ill' loJ..: re("ord ~ . " Pomp ~u i n .g btTy :! Hou~.' · On
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the 27 th and for sorru- time th ereafter . the pump .....as "GoiIl~ Ewry
Half Hou r." By ~I a v Ifith , it w as " En T\, fifteen minutes." On
June J. 1825. the .\/~rc u r)· put into Guayaqui l for 1iurwy. Tw o
ca ptains a nd a carpenter ra me aboard and "afte r Examinin g: lu-r
Ihor?~ g:htl ~ llwy [epOTH-1! her :'\'o{ to be Sen-wc rthv-c-" nor worth
repairing.

~Ir. ~Iat ht''''''j;(m ha d the entire cargo un laden and made arranue­
men ts for dispo:-ill~ (If thc' vessel. O n JIIn(' 27. 1825. a t 10: (Xl .\ . ~1.

"the ,-\ un ion commr-nced on ...hurt, abreast of the Ship. At ;) P:\I
finished the sale of the ri.l.:g:i n,g. ~\:S h i p & Spars &C.-" The lo.~

records a Wt...t \\ inti blowinl::" an d th en "So Ends the J uurrMI of
the Ship \ lrrr ury."

T hr- -hip cc',\."C'd to I'xi!'l. h ut her affairs w ere far from :<I."lI lc·d,
The !"Tr" .... as dismissed : Captai n j am es left . presumablv for Provi­
dence . .... ith the lo~; and ~ fr. _\ Iat h('"~n stayed at G uayaq uil to
dis po se- of tlu- ear.gu, In thai city he sold goods worth about : 211,OUI.
:\Io!'t of the proceeds and most of the rema ining cargu he' di!'­
pa rched to Abop. \\' r tmure & Co., the Carrington corresponde nts
in Lima, Finally, on September J:!, 1826, :\f r. :\I ath l'wson. him­
:<I."1f. boarded the steamboat T illica, bo und for Lima, lak in~ with
him hi... financia l records. about 11JXlO in doubloons and ~lIld

dust [ which hi' l'mu.I{.I{ll'd Ull hoard to avoid the expo rt d ut y ) , sonu­
~hawls, tort oi1>l' l'ht'l l com}"" ha ndkerchiefs. a nd ~hirts, mosth th t·
pro pc.'rt y of lhe' flWIlt'(l' of the Jlt' H' u Tl', r\ few d a\'s la te; , t he
l'te'lmboat T ill iCII , ha\" i n ~ put into the ~JT1 of Guama: was dc'mol ­
il'hed by a n l'xplllSion , About fifteen pcf1>lms were killed . :\I r.
:\I ath t"w~on , Will) ha p[JI'rll'd tl) bt· on ~hore at thc lime, la ter Tt'("(Jrdn !
thr in, idl'nt, "T Ill' de(· k~ of thl' stea mooa t werc hlown olT. mosl
of th l' prnpl' r t ~ 011 hoard dr~tfl1yed - blown O\'l"rboard and lost ­
amon)::' .... hic-!J ....a!' a ll lhr l'pcTie and all the )::'oods , .. [IJ had on
hoa rd , eXITpt f1I le sha .... 1, .... hir h .... as much dama~t'd , , . :' Aftn a
few d ays in Cua ma, ~ I r. \fathe....soll a nd the ut her ~ Ilr\'i \l! r!' of
thl' T il/i t" {j [ll"ll l" llrnl mll l,'s and pron Tded O\"Cria nd to l. ima ,

It mi.l{ht haw hl'l'n sllppoSl'd th at , OI\ CC tht' aff a irs of t ht" ,l/nl"ll TV

WI'(I' l'1't!ll'd with AISll P, \\'r tmore & Co ., :\f r. ~l atlH'wsoll ....uul;1
han' rl a imed till' ri~h t to \'il'il hi1> wife an d youn.~ , hildn' n, whom
he ha d Id t in I'w \'ide'nH' fi\T )'I'a rs Iwfnrl' , Inl'tl:'ad , hI' c·ln tl'd to

inn...t t he .\ferl-uT)' funds in charteri ng a ship for another C hina
Hlya .l::e. 1

" Xl1Twa!' th a t a ll. HI' wTote the o wne rs in Providence th at
hi' ca lculated 011 mak in g- the round Irip 10 C hina in about nine
months and Oil twing- hack in South Ameri ca about November.
18~6, "a t which rime, if ~Oll will haw it ~otld -hip and Iasr sailer
here for me, I will return bark to Ca nton again ont' or more time,
and will be - u re to make rnonev ... ." Edward Carrinmon &
(:0 :1> -urpri-c "011> undoubtedlv im reased "hen it lea rned that the
Iund-, of the .lln n lT," had been n-ed tn charter three-quarters of
the !'hip Supnior for the fiN of ~1 r. ~lathe" 'i,( lIl '~ projected ,,<,rir.<
of \oyag-("!' to China . .\.~ the Supnior hl'Th('1f was a Carrington ship.
the (-omp."ln~ found it-elf in th e unusual position of cha rtering it~

own vessel.

O n J uly 25.1826, the I'rmidrlH'r o"nrrs add ressed a confidential
kUCT to Alsop. wet more & Co. in l. im a t'Xpr~~ing fears that all
wa1> not wd l with \I r. Math ewson . Thc'~ confessed their reg-ret
at !'Crin.c- him "willing 10 hr absent 1>/) lon~ from his fami ly," and
pointed out tha t he had "children .tt t ile' <IC-t' tha i req uire- a fathe r'!,
r-are .. . :. It seemed strang-r tha t he had no wish to 1>I"ule up his
arcoums, espcciallv as he' had no "t'1>......1 of his own to o pera te with.
" " ·e arc awa re," Ihey " TO t(' , "t ha t your coururv is calculated
to favor any vola tile feelin gs it ma n m<l Y ~in' \\ a y to, a nd wI' (('a r
he ha1> a ln'ady dl'p art t'd from <l1>tri l'l course IIf moralil ~ ... : ' L-nd er
thl' r i rulmslanct'~, th l'Y fondulkd, .. .... e ~hould I·omider O UTS<'h"(':i.

'ef~ reprehrn~ihk, if wr Il('g- it'rted {() ~uard a~a inst !o>-"Cs hy our
it.l;:"cnts . . ." A("("ord in .l::l ~ . they pn )\'idc'd "\ bo p, Wetmor t' & Co.
with a powl'r of allo rnl'Y to ta ke pc ls,'o('S.~ ion of ,\ Ir. \Llth l" \\ w n' s
,a rg-o when he ~hou ld rr turn from CanWn in the Supnior. If the
fl'ar.< anti suspicinn.~ whifh had hlT n ('c lnfidnl :;,('emed unfoun ded
an d ~ Ir . ~ I ath ('w~on pro\"('d will i n~ and dC'l'in lll1> of ret urni ng home,
Alsop, \\'etm orl' ,..... Co, llIi~ht "nlana~I' arnmling!y."

\ka nwhile, ~ I r. ~lat lH'w !'on ha d run into un expl·(·tt'd dilTi t'uh ie ~

in China . He had !'Ioppc'd a t ,\ f;lT1 ila 10 pirk up a MJlall cargo of
rit·1' and padd y and had pron Tlk d to Cill1ton , Thefe he had de('id ed
to tlo the ship's hlJsi lw!i..~ him!'df and SiI \"(' lin rll llllllis.sions to ~ lc!i..~rs.

s.RlI !'.~d l & Co. H e afrnnl in~ly 1ll .llk t"llll tar t wilh a hong men-hanI,
1".·orlun" I,·I)·, mo,1 of Ihr ,\f,,(~'1' fund , hood 1"""11 forward"d 10 Lima Of

wr U' >till in G"a~' ..qt1il. T h,' ' IJ1l0 U lll 10'1 On hoard tlU' T ill i , " was onl~' a "u"l1
pan of 111,' prot·rrd. of lhr C"nlon ' ·OY"!lr .

• • •
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sold h is fa f J,:o.11 ami con nacted (or silks, which ..ve-rr- 10 be \Hl \TI1

to order and rcadv hy ~lay 1:1. 18:l6. But in :\Lm-h. labor troubles
dr-vr-lopcd . In April. :\Ir. :\I alhl'w son "H Ole to Providence, "The
:-ilk \H";IH.'n; stopped w nrkin.l:: on the 8t h lilt.. and arc stil l l oi t ('r in ,~

about the stree ts, drinking samfeu. not h..-in g" w illin .£:, to w ork IIl1k~"

their wa .c:r:- are ra i:-t·t1 . .... hich th e silk merchants refu se dni nJ.:" ... :'
In :\1;1..'- th e srrjke W il !' wttled, and in June. the Superior sailed for
So uth Amer ica . arrjvi ne ar Va lparaiso on October J. 1826. and
at Lima. O ctober 24. 1826.

At this latter po rt. M r. :\I a thr w:-(JO learned by letter. and . perhaps.
thro uc h Also p, \\'r tmn TC & Co., th aI hi... proceedings .... e re (-'lUl'inl:
di!'.s,arislartion in Provid ence. H e accordinclv de termined to ~' lI lc'

h i ~ affairs and return home.•\ po rtion of the proceed!' of hi!' late
\'o~a_ce he W<I!' able 10 put on hoard t he Su perior when ~he sailed
for Providence in Decem ber. 1826. T hi.s remitta nce was in the form
(If -pecie. T he re-t. exce pt for a rem nant left in the hands of Alsop.
wetmore & Co.. he shipped in silver and copper on hoard the
Portia hou nd for :'\ew York in J anuary. IBn, His a ffairs hrin.~

-ufficientlv in order, he him-elf loo k pa.".Q g:e on the sa me ship. arr'iv­
ing: a t :,\C'w Yor k in ~Ia~ , 1827, :'\ext mo nt h he was horne.

I.e;lyin g: t he owners to u n ta ngle the account." of the J/n o H.\". a
task wh ich t hf'~ com ple ted in 1848 wi th th e a&."isla ncc of the Su prrITw
CClurt of Ihr L'nit('d Sl al ("." , I ~ 1('1 u~ d rn-r our narralin' with a \'ie\\
in r('tro~p(Tt . r iTl't , k t t1." ad mit Ihat the own(T!' of Ihr .\lrrc/lr.r
di."playrd. from t ime to linl(", an ex(·~..in · preuccu p.:ttion wilh th eir
()wn i ntc·n~I!'o. T o olhet Ih i!' !'hortcomi ng", Edward Carrin.c; ton and
hi:- a!'.~riau..!o ha n' kft liS a hrilliant exam ple of ent rr prellrurial
...kill and da rin g:. T hl·ir ....orld-wide m ulti-million do llar 0plTilt iol1."

l lThr J{old and ,il .... r whirh ~ Ir . ~lalh......o;on h..d brough t ........ found 10
indud,' ",. ];oril(f' Ilu"n t; ' )' of "01'1'''' nails. old iron, di n, and two lo u r 1>OU1ll1
,·opp..r ~ ho' . •.

I~Thr li tiJ{ation I,,,,..d (or 18 ) ..ar<, aod finallv r... uh,'d in a jud"",..nl of
sr...... ral Iho usa nd doll .... .."aiml II...,'), ~l ath !:"w son . T he Supu·m.. ( :o" rl
d"rid" d Ihal uud... tlw I n UlS uf tI,.. eontract whirh ..... rn l into dT"q afr"r Ih...
'un ,," )' rl·aehrd Gihrah, ... , H ... nr~' ~lal h ..,....on was no t j"sti fi...d 1'n trad io ,!
on his 0 ..... " ;"'("o,,nl, """n lhu llll'h l'a)inJ{ fn'ighl to Ihe IMrlm'n h ip ( in whi,'h
h,' a""""'d on ...·lnllh in l... ... ' 1 a t c'ibrahar ). It was fu rt h..r" lo n ' d'''lr rm illl'd
tl"' l 111<' !Mnr r"l r s ..xt..nd,"d In lh,' "o~'a~" of Ih ... Supni01. Th.. pr o fi t! of ;,
numb!:"r of sprful'l tiom inln ""hid, II ,-m y ~t .u h ,·wson "n t"n'd on Ih" Wr sl
C o;,,1 "nd ill C h ina .Iftn 1822 w..n' forkil" d , fl y 1848 , thr illlnni on tIll'
,,,m d",- ...n ....d. ·d th.. principal. R" nj" lllin C. Howa rd , Rfp"' ts "f r:nus
A'gUfd and .4djudgfd i" /It.f Sup,mlf Co" , / of tlt.f Uniud Statts IBosto n. 1848 \,
\" 1, 122·14" .

in a period when radio and cahk WI'f(' un known I· ...cite our wonder.
Turning to H enry ~lal hewsoll , WI' ,(('1' 1 similar ("(lJ1lra!'lin~ im pres­
sions. There is litt le dou ht that he eng:a~I'd in svstematic peH~

emhcnknwn l. Hi s dcvnt ion tll hi." fumilv se-ems to have lacked
wa rm th. YC'I hi." -euma nsbip and hi!' knowledge of wo rld markets
com mand our admiration . Furthermore. a man who has no
thought of ret urning borne after fin' ~e"r!' at se-a and even after
Iu:-i ng his \es......1must be admitted IcJ P')!'.'(~~ stamina and persevera nce
to an uncommon degree. The crew dl'M'rn"ll our svmpathv . Though
t urbulent in port and not abnvr- occasion a l pilferage, these men
served faithfully and 10 ~ond purpt~·. Fina lly. the J/n cur.r hem- If
leaves us .... it h mi ...ed f('t"lin~. She W3!'- scarcely seaworthv when she
sailed from Providence. Yet -hc staved afloat six vears, visited four
coruinems. ca rried arms til San ~lar~ i n . rdu~c'c"ll tl; Spa in, European
~olxh to Sou th Ameri ca . South Anwric:tn ~()od!' to China, and
C hina .gocx !." to South Ame rica . Like the men who owned her and
t he mr-n wh o sailed lu-r. ~he Wit!' imperfect, hUI ..he acc ompli-bed
much.

REC E:'\ T (i l FTs

.\ Ir. Frank lin R. Cu...hman and hi!' !'i..u-r. ~I i!'.", J ulia D. Cushm an.
h;l\ e gi\'ell to thr Soc'iet~ a c ht~1 on d u.·!-I, which wa." on(e Ihe prop­
('rt\ of ~I oses 8 mwn , deMTndin~ 10 t hc' C u."hm all!'o Ih ro ugh hi... !'trp­
~r~nddaug:hter, ,his L. H <tTris. · T hi.. Tt'"('(' lIt ~ft, tog:ethe r with pre­
~' io u!' gift!" from th c' Cmhm.I1I..... ma ke!' a ."u!».tall iia l nuden"- of ~IOM~
Bmwn fu rn itur(' in the hUll"!' built an d ot"Cupied by hi" bro th er
J ohn , Thc'y ha \'t' al."O ginn til(' Socit·ty a Iwdw -"it!l"d , dlCt' ry, t ip­
top labl ... from th l" El ijah and J it:'llll Will iam .. fam ily,

• • •
:\[n;. Frank :\ [auran. Jr. has pITN.'llh·d;t Dutll'an Phyft' typl" :'Ilfa,

whi ch ha s bC'l'n plan "d ill th t' lowc"r hall of J ohn Hrm\ 1I H nlJ "e. Thl'
!'ofa furmerly hd ongn l to (;c'l1 . William AlIle.".

• • •
~ Ir, GeorgI" W illiam C urt i." of ,\~h fi t' l d, :\Ia~... , ha" ginn th t·

Society oi l po rt ra it!' of hi!'- .~ l"t" i1 1 grandfa t ht'r and g:n·;t t grand mother,
Ceorge Curt i.. ( 1i~ I Ii- 1 H."l! ' ) a nd Eli,."l ll·th ( Burr ill) ( :tlrt i.. ( I i9R­
l lt !li ) hoth I, f Pn ,, 'id" I1 'T.
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k onlilllH"d frofll p a l'('-' 66]
th t' line, Connecti cut me n wtTe presen t and a pparr-ntlv a pproved the
work of the Rhod e Island survevors, for the Rhode Islan d .-\sselll hl ~

a t its session 0 11 th r- last " 'ed l1 esday of O ctober, 172B, ordered " that
the commission of till' Connecticut commission ers, and the sl,tt ling
and establishin g th e lim- by the said commissioners between the two
colon ies, be recorded in the public records of the colony."!"

T hus the cont rove rsy between th e I W O colonies, that had lx'r-n
hot for sixty-five yea rs, was settled. At least , th e people most inte r­
ested and conrr-rned th ou gh t it was set tled .

I~/b;d .. " . 4 , [' 41 :1

It is inle rnting to note that ('wry time the south line of " 'a rwi{'k
was measured , the 20 milt: point fro m \ \' an\-ick Ne rk was placed
fa rth er an d fart her WI'S{ . unt il it finall y landed where it is now ,
2 1 miles iO rods frnm the i\eck. The: line had been stre tched 39U
rods or about 6 ~,;. It seems a litt le qu t'tT t hat the Uonm-r-tir ut
Cununissioners should ag-rt't· to this af ter protest ing so vigo rously
ea rlier. The reason may be that th ey realized the award of 1726,
"the- green line: ' woul d rob them of still more land and that tht:y
might as well ad here to tilt' agreement the two colonies mad e in
1703, even though the y knew the so ut hwest co rn er was m uch
too far \\' ('~ t.
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O nc result of fixing' rhe R hod e Islan d-Con nect icu t line was t ill'
add it ion of a st rip (If la nd tu the western edg e of Rhod e Island
from the south line of \";\r h ick 10 the :\[a!'>....achuseus lint', O lder
~ll rn'Y:- had placed th e ('n lony line lat her east some three-q ua rters
of a mile or more. Therefore in I i2B, when the line was finallv
agreed UpOIl a nti marked. ti le' owners of hoth Warwick ami l' rovi­
de-nee ha d more land to divide. This extra propertv they proceeded
to slice- into small lOb . Th~ art' thc' headlou.. t ha t arouse c uriositv

when seen on the old plats. .\ few Families had a qm'rr fc"(' ling'
one d ay \\. hen thev :-uddc'nl~ found themselves livin g in Rhod e Island .
whereas the day befon- thev h ere in Connecticut.

ThC'* Inrts indica te how importa nt the southwes t corner be ca me.
the con t roversies that occurred over the locu tion of it, and some of
the result of finally gc·uing ie- po-ition aereed upon and marked.
But th i... i not q uite the end of th r- -torv. In Fcbruarv. 1n~, the
Gt:tll'r a l :\~.....-mblv ordered "thai th e bo und ary line between rhi...
colony and Connecticu t. be renewed once in three or four ~ c·ars.

with such rommis..loners as they ...hal1 appoint : a nd if Ihe~' appoint
nom', to renew the: bounds without thl'm:'13

In O ctober. I i :\6, a committee consisting of \"iIIiam G nTIlC'.
Col. l Ianicl ;\ hhOlt , and J ohn j en kins wa... appointed 10 renew the
ho unds between Ihc~ two colonies. They were 10 noti fy Co nn ecticut
and with thc'ir nlmmill t'(' to do the wor k as ~,on as m ight 1)('. II
wa... not lIllIil J anuary. 1740 , tha t th t' R hod e Islan d Cu mminet'
r('po rted to the CC'lwra l .-h ..t'mhly. It S('('ms tha t the Co nnert inll
, om mi thT, Ihou.£:h appointed prom ptl y. wa s no t willing to wopc'r­
a lc'. T hc'y nbjednl to meeting the Rhod e h land committee in
Killingly, COll ncTt inlt , and postponed il ulltil 17:l9. .-\ga in tlll'Y
did not show Up : :'>I 1 t lw Rhod c' Island men sta rt ed alone:. They hegan
at the mou th of tl1(' A...haway RiH r a nd r('Jl ew('d th e houlld ~ (heaps
of ...tolles ) frolll plan ' to pla ce untiltlwy" came to \\' a rwick ."IJuthwnt
corneT. " whid l was a lar ge hea p of ~ t on('~ whe n mack in the ~c'ar

A.D. 1 7~H , with ...undry tn·es marked .. m'ar said heap of .~tOIH·S.

wh ich two of us \\TII n '!lwllllwr , being then pre~wll t , and helped
to mak e :ooaid hC'ap of ...tolles, and mar k sa id Irees; which heap or
~to ne:oo wa .~ madc' in the ed,!!:e of a ~wall1 p. on the t' a.~t sid,' tlwrt'of,
\\here some rnb r ,£:rm\ .~ ill "'0 1111' pa rt of ~a id ~wamp : we foull d

l ~ lbjd .. \'. .. , II. 41 fl.

s,a id heap of ...tou r s to be removed a!H1 all zone from Mid place :
hu t IhC' t n'rs :ootandi n.t:' wit h the old marks on them , viz. : W .W :
B.E.D.;\: J. W : . and -n ndrv other h-uers of them: a nd wr nu-n
marked said trees, leaving all the old marks ...tanding on them .

And we also made up a la rge heap of stones in th e same place.
a nd from the soui hwe-t com er of Warn-ick. November 17. [l i 39j
we proceeded northward a nd renewed rhc form er ho un ds from
plan' to place in the dividing line ali run in the yt'ar 172R . . :'

Daniel Abbott I
J ohn j enkins \~ fommittt'c. ' t

\\·m . Grcrne

T here may have ber-n rumor!' that the ho und in the southwest
r-orner had been ta mpered with, for in J un e. l i 41, th e Genera l
.h"t'mbly appointed the same committee with the addition of Ezekiel
Warn er and Ishmael Spi nk to examine whet her the boundary ma rks
bet ween R hod e Island a nd Connec ticu t at or nea r the southwest
r-emer of th e \,"a rn ick Pu rch ase had lx-en removed.' ? The Co m­
minrc reported in O ctobe r. 174 1, tha t thev made' their inspection
in j ulv. 1741, (If th e W arw irk south\\esl corner where th e bound
was made in I nB a nd revised in 17J!}. T ht'y sta ted, " Iht' tw o first
mile mon um ents northwa rd and sout hward of sa id corne r, to be
bo th sta nding in their proper places where th('y were first made"
but that th e heap of stones had ber-n moved "about two rud~ and a
half, or ~,melhi ng mo re. tn the e;l:-tward , .. near in Ihe coun:.e of
Warn'ick lint'. and upon the up lands, upo n a son of knoll . , : '111

They d id not mow th f' hea p of :ooIOIlC'1'i had to th(' origi na l place.
O lher plans were in the ma king. Short ly ahc'r the aht)\"e rqxlrI
wa~ mack , the General ..\s."l·mhty appointed a w mmitt rt: 10 mc'et wilh
a C onn ect icut commi tt('(, " to ('J'l"n a brgt' mon ument or hea p of
~tone.... a t \,"a rwirk ."(Iu th·wt....t corneT, in tilt" phl('(' wh(' re Ih(' ,orn(' r
for mer ly was made at the time of S(, tt1in.t: lilt' line belwixt the two
gow rn ment...... Whnellpon, th(' n('xt da y, the 2.'lth [Xo\'t'mber.
1741 ] wc met a t ~a id rorn er, th t' Hon'bl,' RogtT \rok olt , I ·: ~q . ,

J am ('l' "' ad~worth and T im oth y Pear ce, Esqs., a committ ('t' ap­
poillled by the g-o\ ern mc nt of c..:ollm·I't if ul ... and afur a conferen ce

Il lbid .. v. 4, p. SM.

I:' //>jd. , v . 5, p. :14.

HI/bid. , " . 5, p. :H.
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an d some argument used. they unan imouvlv a,gn't"d to JOlll wit h us.
10 revise the aforesaid co rner : .... hen-upon. "T..... ith such assistance
ali was present , belonging 10 ea ch goHrnment. raised a sto ne in said
corn er. that w as provided and brought in place. of ten feet an d a
half long, and two Icct a nd three inches wide. an d considerable
thickness. [ 10 inches] havin g the letter C on th e \\TSt side a nd R

8-1 Th e Southwesl C Oni a 01 ttu: Shnu-omct /'1I71hI/ SI'

1I0U~D,\RY ST O :"i E f1 ET WF.E !'O RlltlDF. IS L\!'OD
A ;'; D C:O N:-< ECTICUT

lsou thw,'s t coma of Sh ilWUI WI purchase]

[J lily
O il til(" e-ast, and the date of the y('ar. and sever al other letters:
bein g now a rurner of West G reenwich and Coventry: and round
the same. we made a consid erable heap uf stones." Report signed
hy Daniel Abbott , Joh n Fry, and Ishmael Spink. Abbott wa s pa id
CB l Os. Fr y Ci IOs 9d., Spink Ef "Ior tb cir service in said affair."!"

So, a t last. a hound too big' for vandals to tackle, m arked the
Southwest Corner, the key point in the Rhod e Island-Connectic ut
Line.

Standing in a swamp, it was upheaved by the frosts uf nearly a
century so that it had to he reset upright in llU ~l, In 19:!3 it wa s
embedded ill a foundation of COIHT d t·, It stands upright nnw. a
mute but dleetiw' guard ian of the bounds hrtwr-en two sovereign
states.

l' lbid" v, ,l. p, ,"4 : :\ rno ld op, dr, . \', 2, p, 140 ,

PICTUR ES O F I'ROVII>El\;CE I:\' T H E PAST ,
1790-18:!O

,'d il<'d by CLARR SO" :\, C OLl-I""', :lrd ,

!mnli l\u,'d (mm April , l 'l ,ll , v , 10, no, 2, p- fiO]

The dem olit ion of a \'Cry old bui ldin g with its rough an d ma ssrvr­
stOI1(' chimney at one end and with ('\'(TY ma rk of antiquity to prow
its c{)(~x i stemT wit h the ea rly settlement of the tow n made room for
the lar,ge brick block I now occupied by .\11'. Read and som of the lat e­
Geor,ge \\ '. Oladding. It s secon d story was first occupied bv the
Rouer \r illialm Bank .... hell it commenced its financial opcratiuus,

IThis hui ldi n'l stood on th,' nurth Curn,.r of Nonh ~fa i n a nd Amos Sln','l s,
G t'Ur!((' F. Gladdin!!, & Co" no w Gl ildd in"ls I nc., wa s locawd at 33 :\orth ~1a i ll

in 1830, Parna-rs in tIt<' firm ill Iha t li m,. '"" "'.. C eo rg" F. aud Benjamin F,
(; laddin g, J a lll'" H . R..ad had a whok salt ' d l)' 'loo d. _slor.. at 2' 1 and :'1 1 North
~la in , Pr io r to the r .. ntllllhning in 18 70 Ih .. odd n Ul1Ll wr< ",," n ' on th .. w,>,1
sid.. of tIl" ctrr-et ,
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r-xchanued on both :-i tll"!o, J ud /.:t' Howell. \\ hn was rrl i ,- i toll~ ill wit'ld inJ,:
tht, two ed~ed sword of his ra u:-lic- \\ it , in " conversation concluded
some remarks on the q ualificat iom fir can d idates by savin g lauch­
i n .~ I~ and in ~ood na ture and to kill two hird:- wit h nne shot, " \\"h~

don't thev put up lll~ son-in-law. Kn ight Dexler ! He's nrarlv ns tall
as j ones. and qui te as slim, ,.

David HO\\ l"1I carn e to this ptHT from .:"'rw j r f-"t'y before or at the
infancy of Rhode Island Col1r~(·. \\a~ 01 tutor ill 1i 6fi and received
the degree or ~l a:-ll' r at Ihr fin-t award of its academic honors in
1769. Il l" was ~II after appointed Prorr.-..-.or of Xatural Philosophv,
which place he held for nearly ten ~ ea fl' , and afterwards from l i90
to 1825 held the professorship of law in thai institution. having
had conferred on him in tilt' meantime the degree LL. D, In the
earl~ part of our Union he represented this litatl' in Con~~.. and was
surpas-ed in abi lit~ by rew other members. He practiced law in rhi­
state for a lon~ course of ~l'ar1' with g-rcat ,,\I(T~"', findinc rew amongst
hi... contemporaries who could rnret him at the bar \\ ith an equal
amo unt of leg-a l ImO\~ lcd ~c or pow erfu l a rgument .

Holdinc a profee...or-hi p in t he- collq::l" at the death of Presiden t
~I annin~, he temporarily presided UHr the institution and at the
commencement of I iY I made a ll address tn the gradua tes. dis­
lingu i:<hl"d ror it~ l"lrganrl' a nd appwprialt'fl(':>.."" \\hit-h wa ... pllhli~hrd

hnr'; and rrpublilihed in Euwpt" : ami al tht' COmllll'nCl'lllrnl nf l i9:! .
ocrore tht, ina ug:uralio n or Pre... idrnt ~ laxcy, de li\!'fed anulh!'f ad ·
ure:<-.. " hich wa... a l<;o muc h ad m ired ,

He held Ihe office or Cnitl'd Statl ':< Distr itt .-'Horn ey for S{'\-era l
yea rs, and a t Ih(' deat h of the HOIl. judg,' ItlftWl' rt'n~ iwd Ihe a ppoill l­
Ilwnt of Cnited Stat es Judge ror lilt' Rh ode Isla nd Distr irt , In hoth
or th eM' offin's ht· d isdJar.!::ed h i... dutif':< \,it h af knowkd,~ed ahilit ~ ,

n llt t i l1 tt in.~ ill tht' latt er [(l the lillle of h i ~ tlt-ath ,

H(· was a ('austir writ('r and whe ll ('ng<lJ,:ed in pnliti" al nm lrmT rsy
sho\\ed IlO mercy In h i .~ nppolll'nt. !l is ,"ptTch,'l' a t thl ' har wen'
sca!'Oll('d with c1al's;" allu"iortl' an d Pllll ~('11t "'Hire, oft en slidin,g intrJ
S(' \Tf C "arcaS!ll. H is S",'I'IT pn:-on al rt'lkt"t ion" at tht' ba r agai n"t hi"
d ielll' s ad nTsary !>(Jllletimes fa iled rurt h ind ignan t rebu kes, Ihr eab

': f1owrlr~ addu'" wa, puhli , h..d in Ih.· ( r hi\;,d ,'lphi,,) C ao../I , ,,/ {h, l 'air,d
S la l"J of Sr IJ"'rnb<:r 28 , Ii'll , and rr puhli_hr d in th .. P" I( ,id,a(t (;ao ttl .. of
{)rtonrr 22, I i ll!.

Set h Wht";ltOIl I)(' in ,~ pre-idem and Xathan \\'a le rman, J r. ca~hit'r:~

a nd a lso by t hr- Hope Insuran ce Compa ny, J oh n S. Dexter IX'inK
president ." fi e had b o-n a Colonel in the Revolut ion arv Arm v.
having left lilt' bar 10 ~rw his count ry. He was aherw;l r~ls C hi;'f
j u-tice of the Co urt of Common I'l r~~. O n one occasion Jud/.:t,
Howell . a ~Iod;holdt'r in the rompanj , [ather -in-law of Elx-nezcr
Kn i .~ht Dl'Xl t'r,1 /.:t'!H·r;llly ca lled Kni ght Dexter , had suffer ed his
dividend-, 10 [ jr- owr throu gh neglect. an d was lold by the president
tha t he was ft';uly to p;ly him a considerable sum of money . Tht,
judg-e, as much pleased as surprised. took an d pocketed the mullt'~ ,

exclaiming in his joy. " Why. Dexter , you deserve to be hiKhtt'd."
"God forbid ," replied President Dexter, "one knight of the nam e is
enough in all ronscienre." " You are right th ere," said Howell break­
in~ into one- Ilf his most hr-artv laug-hs, "one Knig-ht Dexter is <III
sufficient," nothing .~i ,· i n.~ him mo re unfeigned delight than a S("\'('rt"
hi t at his son-in -law.

_-\ntt' rior 10 the ~pring elections of Ifill. when much vituperation
was pou red 0111 from the pa rtisa n pre...'" opposed to the Federal can.
didatc for .l{on:mor, William j on es." an d :<eH'fe personalities \\ t' f('

:!Th.. ROI{r r WiIl iam~ B,m k .....-.. incorporat ed in 1803. S<- th Wh..a ton ( I itill.
1827 ) ....a' a nal i"r of Pro vid..nrr . D urinO( th .. R..,-ollliion h.. ...n ,.. d a~ ..n~iO(n
a nd liru lrnanl in d, .. t 'i" 1 R..g imrnt of M ilitia of Providenee COllnh . T hrrr .
" ! Io:r h... ...,,~ ani,-.. ,n a milr in..r and mr n: hanl i1nd w,n fin l pr..~i d~ n l of Ihr
l nurd Slain Bra nr h Rin k in f'ro ,·id..nr e,

:"atha n Wa trrma n. J r., ( 1 779 - 1 8 ~6\ ..'a. a "'n of Ric hard and Eli~ahrlh
( Va ughan ) h"alr rma n of Co,'..mrj , R. I. fl .. had pr",'iou .l y brrn d" ,l of
lhr t:~r~an/!:r, B.-.nk for a .horl rriod. and latrr h..ld I".. posilion of ra~h irr of
Ih .. L n,wd Slalr~ Bra nr h B" n . II .. wa . r a ll..d " J r." Or " 2d." in ordo-r III
d i<linjJlIi.h him frOm hi~ und.. :"a lhan . ...n of .-\ mal iah.

3T h.· 1I0p" Im ura nr r Compan, {r{rind i l~ rhart..r in 180 -1 . John SinO(,"
Dr "'.to-r (! 75~ . [8014 ) u"di<-d 1.-, .... in Ih., offin' of J il nU" ~ "I , Varnum an d Meum.
pamrd hun m to thr ann)' a ~ a lIII'm!>.-r of Ih.. K..n tish G uard. , .-\h ..r Ihr war
h.. pra rt i...·d law in i'ro,-id"nt-r wI,,'''' h.. wi.-1d"d ron_. ;d..rahk poli tical inf!urnr,·
amon!!: II,.. Fr d,·ra li. u . 11,· Wit. I :h i,.f Ju~tin· of Ih, ' Courl of ( :ommon Plr ,,. of
Pro,'i d"n"" Counl~ frum 18 11 10 1817, Wall n R. D" nforl h ...a ~ <"Ink of tI,..
Courl du rin!!: l lw 'ill"" IJt'riud .

.f t:h",,,·,~'r K nil(hl D.· ~trr ( 177:1- 18 2-1 ) was a I..ading Provid"nl'r n"'rc ha lll.
II .. nal"r .. p,,·,, ·r\'l".d hy Un t... ,,\,,'I "m whil'h ,t"nd, upon hi. furt" "<"T., [aw"
a I,',ga ,:,', lo O(r llwr wllh " tI" 'r prop...I)". to t h.. lown ur Pro vid' ·llr ,' . It " I"a ni...]
Warl~h ll 110....'.-11, d" ll~ht.., of 1J,I\-id ,

, ~'W ill;" rll .JoIH"S (1 .7 .1.:1- 18.22 ) , a na t;",· of N,·wport, had Ihr Illlm",,1 di,till'·.
lion of hol d",O( '·Ullum.SloII. III bUlh lh,· afllll' .. nd tl ... na,·y d " rinO( th .· !t ,·,'o lut ;o ll.
..\flo' r th,. ""nd",ion uf hO.l il i l i , '~ h,' " "1n" d t h.. hardwa'" h",int·.. ill Pr" , 'id ... " ...
" nd ..rr.ga,!,,·d .., t,'",ivo-!y in I>ulil in , ,,· ,,'inl( a, S,wahr of tl,, · !t hud ,· hl""d
Hom",l lIO'l· I I" m d r;"""lrrur,lfl ll .1 7.
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7"['1", "tl'l'd John II" wland ( 1757. 18.HI W il ' ,till al i" l' wlll'lI l>" " f" n h '1>0"" ,
;\ ppar ..nd~ hi. unl ~· pr i,,;u l' n 'cati"n "" il ' th at of ha irdr"" l't . II.. ' fX' n l ""on~

'·..ar' , ho w..~· ..r, in th,' "'r"icl" of Ih .. lOW " '" au di to r a nd tr l';" ,,,' ·r . Howland "
lifrloo!,: inl ..r("§1 in Rhod.. hl"nd', pa.1 lrd 10 thl" p rl"~rvation tlf ltItll"h "011",, 1>11­
manmnipt III"I ... iill whic h migh t olhnwi... h.."" hr ..n ro n, itl' n..d 10 th.. tu, h
h..il p or Ihr paprr m ill, 11,' was lh.. ~cond f'1..,i drnl of t h.. R h"d.. hla nd lI iSlo r­
kal Soci ..ty, holdinllt offi"r from 1 8J:~ unl il hi, d~.a t h in 18.H.

~Prnidl'n l S n ....1 Wil' Ihr 10""'" p.,t of thl" pl..,..n l \\'at" r ll1ot n SU....I hr l.....l"n
Brndi t an d ~orth "t..in,

Ilf rl'\Tn ~I' , ami allllal a"'-';lIIil~. Hut ~ I' I in hi", illlnn lllN ' with
fril"ll(b he WOl " social, corn pauion able. and plea-aut . ;llwa~ ... rcad v
with a "quiver fu ll of arrow..... barbed with wit . In a keen enrounter
of wi t, however. Ill' often came oft :-.(·("(IIHl best with our venerable
fd lllw townsma n, john Howla nd .r a t Iju' barber's sho p. 111)\\ (,\1 wae­

a Republican of the warmes t lemplTamt'llI ; and Ill' was 111ll'1' asked
hy a fr iend why he conti nued to shave at the shop of th ai violent
Federalist . " W hy," said he in repl y. '" ra n gcr as m uch a~;tin sha\"in,l:
for my mo ney at Howlan d 's as at an~ ot her place ."

J udge Howell was a man of st ron~ pa ssions, whi ch he could 110t
ill" ays ...ubjccr to thl" con trol of judgment. hut WI" have no instance­
10 g-i \'1" in proof of thi .. remark, He WitS of large stature anti in his
advanced yeitr.- wa .. unwieldy in his personal movemeuo. Of rouT."{'
a frame like his mU:-1 be susta ined, anti he was remarkable for hi...
~aslro nomi c performances.

But to ret ur n to the old hui lding whk-h "a... demolished . It W<lS
tenanted hy Mrs, Heath , who, "p<·ak in.1;" in language of thiN' da~ s,

,\as a widow woman and of \Try respectabl e character. an d also h~

a ll honest old Ethiopian nanu-d Cato. whose windows and rountr-rs
presented a ran' assortmen t of pit's, cakes. ging:l'rbrl'ad , ('oo kit·s. nll ts
and frui t ~ of all ."Ilrt.., which we"rl' con:-tantly exchan,l:t'd a t all limes
of da~' and in the enning for I-:llgli...h ha lf pt' nny pil"f(·" or roppC'fl'
and "'pliriolls roppe'r Hlins man ufact ured in BlIn£lown , thl' Fl'dl'ral
, ufTt'ncy of dimo and ( I'nt.\'not ha \-ing at thai timl" ~tlm' int o pract iral
(lpt'ra lion. It "01 :- a man of ~rl'at (('!<oun for ~ outh, and indeed man~

of the patrun!<o W(·f(' ··rhildr l'll of a lar Rt''T RTOWlh." Thc· wlll'rablt"
fig- urI' of thai old building ha s I)('cn ...hrollded hy thl" mantll" of
oh1i\' ion, and kw tlwrc are who rail to mi nd Iht" feal ufl':>. llf ill' worthy
lenanl... . \on.g sin,e incor pora ted in t lwir primitiw da~,

On the oppositc' [east] side of :\"orlh \ Iain Str('1'1 from l' rnid('nt
Sireet ' down to the old Arthur Ft'nllt 'r HouSC', t'OnllT of \l arkc'l

nil /'; / t lO <'J of I'r,,1'idrnu ' in thr ['lid LJul ~ Square", was a lon g ram:e of old a nd small buildi ngs. three of thrill
onl v exr eed ing one :-1CJf\ in hc· ight . The buildin g of th e ~tnrr occ upied
1)\ bwen ~ l a~Jll"" a~ the first improvement made there. and recently
a;l dCKanl brick struct ure erec ted h~ Benj amin Abom and the hei rs
of Sa muel .-\ rnuld ha s made a further improvemen t. But it ~ chan g:e
in occupants within th t' per iod of tht 'M" nminisrencrs ...pt'ab forcihl~

(Jf the mutnbilitv of terre...trial thi ngs, the evane",( 'c'I\('(" of human
life-. AI the rorucr now occ upied h~ \ 1r. Brad ford I" as a SI'C' l! stou­
and a depot of lmrt icultu ra l and Ia rm iug appafittus, wa ... the tailor' ."
shop of the dC'('c'aM"d Charles Holdc'n.l l where he and a numerous
fOr~ of his own ho~ s might he sevn "{rom rm.y dawn 10 drw y eve."
most indu...rriouslv rhreadin z their " ;n to a ...tate (If independence.
~Ir . Hold en was a rrgula r attendant al'lilt' Friends \ l c'('ling and W ;I ...

esteemed by th e m embers a mi all olhl'n- as a ma n of probity a nd a
useful cit izen.

Xext in order wn... th e sho p (If a haberd asher (If wooden w ares ,

sieves, hoc handles, rakes et cet era, "hOM' name wa.. Barker. and
who, from his gran' and , 'ellc'rable- ;Ippt'a ram'l;' wa ....I;"elll'r a lly indi ­
cated In mis hu-vous school bovs as " O ld Dad dv Barker."!" He was a
fr u.c;al , 'hom'st, and respertahk - man . attt"nd it{g r1l1sdy to his ow n
huxiness ami allowing ot hers to rnunage t heirs as best tl1l'y migh t. was
gt'lwraU\" clad in drub. and wc'11I 10 the- Quaker mec·ting . From ...uch
a :-tor k ~oo(1 fruit llli~h l ha\"t" hC'I'n expt ·{"\t"d, hut it was far othef\\ iM'
in fad , He lX'l';ullt· father-in- law tll Jacoh Otis. 13

f(lrm("fl~ known
hl"re ;1... a hoT!'(' doc,tor of f'on...id t·r" bll;' t"mitH"nr l", who wa~ not ;1

thri\ 'in£ man , hUI bo rl" a fa ir r h;lr;tr lt"r. and who ill hi... turn hn aml·
fathn ~f Jacoh Ol i"" Jr" and Sew all, hi... brother, who wI·n' \"iriou'"
and di ...rc·pulahl('" in th t"ir liH~. Y(lU Il~ Jake. a... many probabl y
n'('ollnl, lIlldt" r th t" in~pira t ifJlls cJf akohol would oftc·n ."l· ;lt him ......1f

I' l h...hOf" n or.. of ( ). "' a....n & Co. .... 'u loc:al"d al 10 ~onh "hin Sin"" in 18S0_
' '' In 18S0 Will i:a ltl B, Bu dford & Son wid ",..d 'IUd .....ood,·n ..... a ... "I :18 ~onh

""'in St.
IlSon of John :a nd Duruth,- {Ri,-,') 1I01d"n of War..... it-k. I t<- d i..d "' ar ch 21,

18 12, in hi, 64th ~..a r.
' ~ Wi ll i a lll B",kr r. II i, d ..a lh in hi . h8th y..ar i. Illn'l iorwd in lIlt' I' rouidrnu

(,"",,11 . of F,-hrll" r)' Ill, 17'18,
':' ..\ " >Jl l/" wh" l ditf ,·n ·nt " 'TOU nl "f j ,,,·o lo ()l i. Illa \" Ilf" fuulJd un f';l~" 1·11i of

A C;.n.aI,, ~ ica l find /fi, /u.iwl.H' ''l oi, 0/ th, l Ui . Famil)" .. . IChirall:o. 142-\ )
I" W illian i .-\. t )Ii. , wh..n· il i. "at,'d that h,' wa, a ph y. ic i" n, " Ill;,n uf n"'am ,
a·..,ldi..r in t h.. R..,-.. Iut ;on and an ,·mi n.-rll l,,! uak..r. j""o l> (II i. " ,a rri"d SMah
Smilh Bar k..r, d ,tui(hto'r of \" illi<lm B", krr , Som" lin,.. afln hn d"" l h, ~owOlhrr
1,1821 , O t i. OIO\'..d 10 O ra" tl' t"" (:oun l'·, ~ ....... York.
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III a wag-g-on and d r-ive rou nd in .\ larkl't Sq ua re in sn co nt racted a
r-irr-le tha t the slimmest man in the whole tow n. a \T ry Calvin Edson .
would be loth 10 trust himse lf in the centre. Sometimes during these
gyrat iolls the cen trifugal force would th row him from his orbit and
prost fa te him 0 11 the pa n ' to t ill: amusement of spectators, hut though
bruised. Ill' would like Antaeus. rise fro m his mother eart h rcnovnu-d
with strength to purs ul' his past ime.

Ncar " Daddy Harker" or as his i'lICCI'So<;Qr, Jon atha n Congdon
opened a hardw are i'torc ll and with his other productive business
prosecuted eXlcllsi\TI~· th e ma nufacr un- of cotton an d woolen r-ards
for (·arding in the lap. by hand. an article then in universa l use. Xo
young married woma n thought herself prepa red for housekeeping
till she was furnis hed with a pair of either kind and knew how to use
th em , toge ther with a woo len and a lim-n spinning wheel an d dock
ree-l. The ma nufact urers perforat ed their leathers and formed the
teet h with th e aid of a w ry sim ple labor saving machi ne opera ted
hy han d ( Ior neither ho rses no r steam had then been pressed into sr-rv­
i(·c ancillar y to the useful arts ) and put th em 0111 10 be set by children.
girls an d bovs, a t abou t [our Of five ropptTs a pair : and man y wert­

the youths of either sex, who abridged their hours of pla y and "balmv
sleep" to devote themselves to this crnplovmem and ta ke thr- first
lessons ill indust ry to con duc t them-elves to competence.

Ne xt south was the unman's shop of J am es Burr ill. Sell.. otu- of
th e most regular a nd industr ious mechanics in the place ;" an d
rarel y during the hou rs of work was the sound of his hamm er i'US­
ponded eXtTpt a sho rt time before noon, whe n his la nd lord , Nat han
waterma n." a contempora ry shop joine r on the \\'est Side. and two

I ~ J?nathan C,:m~don (17 63-1 862 ) . u•..",..d ,·d hi s f~lhrr jo,q,h Con~don in
a bustn..' , ,·,.t"bl"h,'d al l..a"1 a, ear1 ~ ' a. 17'10, LTnd..r tb .. ma n~ g'· lr ll" n l of hi,
d;"n:mlanl.' It has g rown inlo th,' COJl~don & Caq.,,: nler C o. of thc p resent dit \.
1 h,' first P,ouidr nrr DiTu luTy, puhli,h"d in 182+, lists j . Cun'l"don & So n ru
:lfi No rth Ma in and 1:1 :-<orth ' .... a ter ICa na l) Slr"'·I' .

I··'jam,·. Burri ll, Sr., fath", of S..na to r jan,,'s Burr ill, wa, a na tiv e of Lynn,
Mass~("h usr ll ~. Aft", '('n·ing a n appn·nti.·..ship in r-;"('w port , hI· op"n,'d a .ri n' m ilh·,
,ho p In ProVld"nc<· , whn,' h .. wa s lon g known for ,10.. ,· ~,·,.]1<-nn· of hi , work.
H.. wa. an original Ilwlubn of Ih .. Provid ence ..\ " uc iat io n of Mec hanics a lld
M anufac tun-rs and I" t" r became ih pn·.id,'nl. H.. die d in 1825 in hi , 8 2nd. ve-a r.

IIl!"athan Wa t..rman , ,un of .-\m", iah . I ll' uwn..d mu, ·h of tl ... ori /iti n" l ho,, ;,' 10'
of hi. ances tor R icha rd W" tn ma n, ind udi ll fot t tl<" , il .. "f Ho p,· C;olh''I" (', whid,
h.. sold to B, o wn L'nivrnin, and Ih, ' land on wh kh It,,· o ld Cabi''''1 of , I...
R hod ,: Island Historicnl SO'· ~' ·I Y' sta nd s. Thi, f" " I"· rty wa' J/:iv,' " 10 th .. So ci"l y,
of whIch h.. wa s a ""'mh" " und ..r , h., p rov ision , uf hi. will. H ,' died F,·h r""",
'I, 18:10, in hi , With Y'·' lr. '

Of three others .....ould "just drop in:' wh en the coffee pol .~ and milk
pa n.~ and colanders. and candle moulds and S;UHT pan s and soldering
irons would be put aside for a ,gem'ra l fumigation of the Ind ian weed,
not with cigars, hu t long day pipes. Relaxation from work would
lx- employed in a political discussion or a talk on local affairs. ( III

revolutiona ry France. on the news from the Hag-ue. and on mailers
and things in general. which would t'ngag-(' t heir eager attention till
the Baptist bell in emphati c tones would herald the dinner hour
and declare " the banque-t waits." Col. Edward Dexter !' was desirous
of hiring the 101 on which this shop w as as the site for a large store
of several sto ries and offered .\I r. waterman inducements strong ,
lit) far as increased rent was all obj ect. He received no definite answer
after sr-vr-ral conferences an d was at length told tha t he had bett er
speak to Burrill on the subject. To him therefore, while at work. he
expressed his wishes. and told his whole «orv, informing him that he
had been referred to him by his la nd lord , .\ Ir. Burrill kept about his
work for some time, and then lighting- his pipe and looking l Iexter
full in the fa r-e r-alrnly remar ked , " You wish to move this old sho p
awa~. do you ?" "Yes.' resp onded Dexter. " \\'1'11. then. where will
Nathan smoke his pipe?" " Tha t I never once thought of: ' said
l h-xtcr , but he saw the decision was against him, an d he submitted
to judurncnt for 01l ({' with out (1Il 1//1/IC(/I,I'

]: Colonrl Edward DrXIl'T ( 1770-18tiO). a ",a" ma rh d fo r h i, ,·......ntrie it i..s
in a da y wh rn Rhodr Isla nd .." W " f! ' . l il1 no\<·d for their individ""li ty of charact e r.
t it- ,, -c,·iv,'d hi. conuncrcia l Ir;lining in tb e ,.o unt in!! ho" '" of Welco me ;\rnold
;, nd lat er b",.am" onr of th .. mOSI ' u,.rr" fu l ;HIlOn!! 110.· unrchan ts and . hi po wnn.
of Prm·id,·nr,·. " Bul," Sla t.., h i, ob iluary in tl1l' p , puidr ncr Dai ly Jo~ ,n o l of
:\ " g",t 24, 18tiO," what g"w· Colon...! Dexter su,. h prominl"llC '· in Ih,· communitv
was the pos, es,ion of a will and a t..mp<·r whi.'h W t· have ne-ve-r see to e q ual! ..d
in a ny olhn ", ,,n, a nd whi ,.h ,·ont in",·d in undiminished ,·i!':or dm..·n 10 th .. da y
uf hi, d ,·alh. That a ngn, pa ssiun a nd profanity which d l"l("",d,· and d, ·ba,,· mo,t
men, in him a lways lOS.. 10 a d i!l"n ity not ofun ......n , "nd in the ir f"llest ma ni­
fr,ta tion , of ddi"nt a udacil,. a lmo' t tu , uh lim it,· . W ha l wr,,' Col. n,·~tr" ,

Ih,·ological , 'i('ws w,· m·"..r flf"ard. H.. must h ,, ~', · h..li......d in God, or h,' wo "l d
no t ha ve '" f"'qu"ntlr and so aw fu ll~· i" vo k!·d h is n n!wn,... u po n tho , .. II<"
d""",,,d hi , foe,. Ik tnU<1 10",... b,·!in·,·d in a hdl , or h" would nol h" \T '0
"o ll, t"ntly a nd so rea rfullv impreca ted irs mos' horrihk lorn...nl , "pan th ..
objen, of hi , un r" l" n ti ll!l" a nd Iln for~ i vin !( hat r . B"t Iw ha s passed th c ho und;"i",
of human jud !,:",,· nt, ;, nd w,· lIlay t·ha ril"bly hope th at hi, unqu irt spirit
h" , found th at re-pose which wa, ...ver d.' n i.·d il d uring it, kngth,·",·d I'il l(r im itg..
he r.. o n .." n h:'

I~To 'l"ot.. " gai n frolll O,'xlrr' , oh il oary: " Hr laborrd und er rh.. singular
dd " ,ion that th t worl d h;ld , wilh oul cause , mild ,' war u f>On h im . H r wa, th ..",.
fon ' ", ·a rl y a ll h i, lif" a ",ilo , in n",r t" and aha having h,·,·n fr" 'l " ..nll ~

dd..at,·d in O"r St"t,· trib"nal" m"d,· !.! as, .,ch" s" Il ' hi , rr, idf'lrr ,' fo r th.. IWfI){l,{·
o f b ringin !! h i. "a ,, ·s with in th.. f..d n a l juri, dic lion.
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Xext !-OlIthnl~ carne the red painted house of j ohn :\' i ( - ho l ~ , in the
basement ~tol")- of "" hich he kept his brush ma kina -bop. It projected
be yond the next building, and t he emra nrr- was a t lht' corner on th t'
south side of thl' building. and the custome r landed on the- floor b~

thr- desce n t of tw o str-ps. :\Ir. Nichols was est eem ed as an hOI1C'sl
m an and a fair trndr-r. He was <I Highlande r and had lx-cn a sold ier,
ha vin g- foug ht hy the side of the galla m \rolfe at tilt' Plain s of Abra­
ham , a nd ha ving rome 10 rhis country about th e tinu- of the Rcvolu­
tion , adopted it as th e place of his pe rma nent residen ce, H I" was
of th e San dcma nian de nc min.uion a nd one of the n'l") ' few who
professed that fai th in this tow n..-\ daughter of :\Ir. ;'\ il'hols was
unhappily married to j am es .-\twood , it ma n of no envia ble notoriety.
He was at ti mes a trader a nd a speculator with occasionally con­
side rable capital. h ut haloing: run out his money. his cred it. and cha rac­
ter, lived long: enough to regret th at he had not profited b~ the old
maxim , "Honest v is thr- best policy ."

The a.gf'd and vene ra ble Richard j ackson , Senior,l ll owned and
occ upied till d eath the esta te next !OO( JlIth, t he old .<oq U;lfc' built house

w hich was afu-rw nrds bo ug ht and repaired by Amasa Hn'rk . Then'
:\lr, j ackson kept a sto re for the sak- Ilf \rest Indi a g:Olllls, The ea rly
part (If his life had lx-r-n employed in buffeling th e wan's of old
ocean, and he was for many yea rs a nautical comma nder. He wa:­
a qu iet , upri J.:'h t. Mlh~tamial, imcll i,gcnt citilCII, a nd a kind ncig:hbor,
a~.l i llSt whom a hrea th of cens lln' was never ullered.

In the next t""o buildings, one of ""hich wa~ wh ere the l a r~(" .-\ ho rn
bric k bloc k now :-t3Ild!i. groceri~ w("n' kep t by Eli~ha Bf(lw n~~' and
Rufll" r ed , T hl' !iig-n1xJard of Brown w~ fanned by an angle in
fro nt , as many othe~ ""-ere in that da~ , and at thl' point "" hl're the
ang-Ie wal; fomwd was placed a large gilt ~pread ea~Ic , :\I r. Brow n
was amia ble in hi" t·haraete r, a fa ir dealer and a n 1'~ lt'('nU'd citizen,
Of a fam ily of ~\Tral ml'mh{'f!i, I bdil' \T, only one l;uf\'i\"('~ .\ !()nLO
Brown , well known a.~ a l;killful hoat man in our riHr and hay, Rufu!i

II'Rit"h"rd J",·holl. Sr., ( 1731. 18 18) "''' rri ..d Sl1Si"', d""/thlrr of ~a lha" and
1'1...1... ISmil hl WaIn ma n, II i, hou,,' .."d thl' rOw of , huI" " onh of it, "OW

rql!.lCl'd by Iht' SdlOul uf D,' ,i ~ n T I'Xl ilr- Buildin/t and Ihl' lJ . t:..R. lunn..l. ~tood

on thl' orill:inal WaInman lot ,

~"F.l i ~hil Brow" ( 17ol 'I. 18 181 , ,;on of Dq)u, ~ GO\Trllor EIi,h ... Ii i, >U n .-\lonzo
""..s born in 178 7 ..nd d i..d in 1866 .

Pe-rk was a different sort of man Imm his nearest neighbor." His
l::rot:t_·~ was O il a small scale and ""a" little better than a 10"" ,grog
"hop, In his dealines and general c ha racter thl' public had lin k
confidence. and hr was a da rk "po t on the bright dis k of that ind us­
t rio us, th rivin u and well ordered neighborhoo d . The emblem over
his shop door was a carved t-row wit h two lin ks of !ia llsa .~(' in irs
hill. All honest a nd quick -witted sramnn pa !i.,in ,~ there one day.
looked up and r-xclainu-d, " T ha t's all unholy alliance - a ITOW with
Mtls.ag-el; - a now never eats s.;1 1ls.;I ,~ t'S unl ess he xtealx t hem." "llu­
by-standers saw that th e sailor shot his arrow in the dark , but the y
una nimously agreed tha t he had hit the ma rk, the targ-l't I >c. ' i n~ nei ther
more nor It,s,,, t han a pec k rneusure.

T ht"S(' sho pkeepers. landholders. and mec hanics. "" hn ""ere so hus~

in our streets. and so busy as,,,i~tin~ in ou r municipal iltfaiT!' are, with
nne exception . J onath an Co ngdon. all gone, They han' made rheir
l'x it from the !ita~I' uf this bll"t1in~ world ; the plarcs which knew
thorn will know thrm no more, and "tran~eT!' an' .xcupving their
husim-ss stations.

\\'e r-ome to :\la rkt:t Squa n-. The lir.-I ronsidt-rabk- improvement
with in m~' rerolk-r-t ion (and I proft,!'., to recollect di:-t inrt ly Jlll'al
rvcuts rrunspiring as far back a!i fifty".'-(· \'t'l1 years ) whic-h was made
in this plan ' was tlu- erect ion or the CufIt't~ HOIN ', which is 110\\

rn'og-ni~d in tht' old building ,uljoill ing- we:-twanl to th t' spkndid
( ;ranit(' m()(k on tht' :\'orth ~id(' of :\l a rket Squa re,n But it dot'!' not
compriSot, tnt' ""hul<- bl/)("k , the bui lding- a t the fOTlu'r of the SllUilTt'
an d Canal Stn'ct , in the lower part of which art' Still""ell's l>c.~Jk

and :-tation('f~ stu re and \\-d r.-tl." r's hilt store, h,l\in~ l)(,t'll pre, ·iou"ly
C'n '('ted hy Cartt'r and W ilkilN JIl , T h(, Coffel' limN' in it" day was
nJllsideTt,d a pru~l's...i,·e efIort in thr architectural de partment uf
municipal impro\Tmt-m. It was pla nned and hu ilt h~ David :\Ic Lant'

~ l kurus I"'"k, ...." of Jonatha n and R"tl'l ( Wh,·d ... ) I',·"k, ..'a~ born in
R..hooolh, :\u....mhn II, 1761..~ G~""JI" l!i{,,1 HU IO')' "I 1111' D~u~"d(J" 'J of
Jouph P"k .. _ (Hoolon, 1868 ) hy I ra R. P,',·k "aI... (p , t 59 ) tlMt h,' ",'a. a
",..r"hOlnt. Ii i. ,,,,h-'·r1i"· Il...m in th.- I' r " vi d~"u G{l~~I1~ of I),-f !"!ul..·, 2:1, 17!17,
r< '"d. in parI : " I co ntin".. 1lI} ll " ~ i ", · ,, '" " 0,,,,1, a t 11](' Si/tll uf lit" Cm w an d
Sau~a,!"(', a f,·w Doon Northward of th,' Mark.., ; wh, 'r .. "r.. for s"k." !!...",-r"l
.-\"orlm..nt of W F.ST_l~ OI.-\ GOO DS and Cu"ntl r Prod u('" , ' ..\ n)' Pa~'­

m..m i~ t'on .idn..d h~· m.. " . l'r ..f..r"hk 10 Cr..dit. noor~ opt 'n flum B,.II-ri" /ti" /t
till :-<i,,(' o·C lod....

~~D,.. i ll: n..d b~ John Iiold.." (;,...." .. ( 177 7. t8 50). II woo - d..",oli ,h ..d in 19]Q
10 rn.l~ " ",' a ~ for Ih.. Schoo l of D"';I(n ,\"d ilo ri" m.
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THE OLU COHEE HOeSE
M ilt" ..1 Sq ua w, Pro" idrncr

a nd Paul Draper ." an d was Sl id 10 he the first wooden huild iuu in
the town .... here the' joi ~1 1' ( r ,l h l"~ or supporters ) of the roo f "" tOre
laid upon the plat e!' or frame. instead of being let inm them hy
monices and te-nons as had prcviouslv bee n the pract ice. Mcl .a ru­
had tw('n an operative hou sewriuht a nd th is method. though an inn»­
va rion. W ..IS soon M kuo wlnl.l:(·d hy th e craft generallv to Iw an
improvenu-nt . ina snnn h Oil' labor was saved and I'tn'ng:th was addnl
to lht' htli ld in~ hy pn's(T\ ' ill ~ t hi,s t imber .... hole: and sinn' that time-,
th i ~ mode hal' lx-i-n gC'Il I'ra lly adopted by arch itects. ,

Th is establixluu en t , whirh was got IIIlUl"r wa y by the prop rietors
of tht" building. was ror some ~ear~ what it purported tu bt' : an
Ex r han~t" ColTn' fl otls(" Its lowI'r fl uor was laid out int o ont" or
mOlT wdl furni l'lH'd hars. and a room (,(llTl prisin.c: a ll its front ex{'ept
an ent rann' and I'ta irway to the IlpptT storieI' was lilt' Exr han g:c' ror
Illerchant.s, p' Jliticians, nl'WStllllllg:tTl', malt·"g:ol'.sips, and ~ca nda l·

~'\ Prol>;lhl~ ' tI,.. 1'" ,,1 n"\ IJ-f'r who Kr"dll'''''d froIll Bro wn in InN M,d b t..r
1.""""1<"" p u r... r in .t... ''''''\', II. , wa . 10'1 a ' ,,'a in 1800,

broke-rs of all (k stTip t io llS, in !'tormy weather, when it was mcon­
vcnienr for them 10 a"'l.'mb!l' at th eir old established r(, l1d f"l.\O ll ~ Oil
the Grea t Brid gc. On tilt" eas t a nd west sides of this la rc;e ha ll were
a num ber of r('f~'l.·s c'al h furnis hed with a ta ble and scats 10 accom ­
oda tr- (our persons, who at pleasure co uld be supplied wit h new s­
pa pers and ma~a l i n ('!' Of with coffee slin!::. pu nch . flip. or other
rrfrrshnu-nts t hen ill \ ·lI~lU·. W hh.kcy pun ch. mint juleps. c hampa/lnt>
and othe " thin pOI.ltions" of th e pr("l'('nt day had not then lx-CO"H'

fashionable drinks .1111nnw-t gentlemen. In the !'<('oIHI story were
larue parlors and a sp;l , ious roo m for th e practice of the clliinar~

art and the manufacture of gastronomic delicacies. The third !'I()r~

and the dC\ -alet! attic had rooms for lodl{in.l::. for a billa rd table. and
for the accomodarion of ca rd P..rrties, wh ich were gcnerallv composed
of amateurs instead of profes-ed a rtists there bcinz at that time no
craanized hoard of Professors in the a rt of Gamint:: . T o II~ a ho~ '~

phrase. they didn 't play for keep. b ut for fun .

This csrablishmenr was k{'pt tip a Iew ~ ca~ hUI it .... as found to
he in advance of the population. the refinement . and the business
of the place. and not in accord ance with the opi nions of it!' staid ,
prudent, and dome-ric inh abu ams ; and afte r having had a I'U(TC'!',,,ion
of keepers or land lords. none of whom eve r secured a competency
in the business..... as discontinued.

~kLlOe was succeeded there h~ Urid Rca." 50 ~t'ars a,t::o, a man
hi _l:'h l~ respected for his amiable and uprig ht cha racter, his mild
temper. and r'nu rtcous depurtnu-nt. HiI' successor was C.eor~e Brad­
Iord, a prnof of .... hose int{'~rity is round in the [ar- t that he was
for Iort v-five successive ~ea rs a ppointed a ronstnh le of the town
a nd performed his otlit 'ia l d m ie, durin.':' that period with sing ular
fidelitv.

T o a id th e builders in the-ir ent erprise, wh ich was ha iled as a
g:real pub lic improvenu-ut . and Ihroll.':'h the add ress an d pt'rl't'\'t'rano'
of ~1 (l.an e , a lottery had [wen gra nted him hy the Sla te Le gi slatu re .
sn Tral c1asSl"1' of whirh \\ tTl' drawn hy the old fashioned slow proce!'.s,
hdon' the idea had het'll strurk from mat lll'matician 'l' per icran iums
that combinat ions of Illllllh ers mi,c:ht ht· round wh it-h would lead to
th e I'ame rel'lllt . hy an almost il\sta nt"lIH'OU~ ope ra t ion - a prodi giou~

~ ·IUri"] Rt';\ r " ull' to l' w " id..", -.. from Na nlud... , whn,' h., 1Il0lrri..d Tabitha
Coffin "ta r .'l, IiiI'. , II " di"d "lan'h 30, 18Uh, in hi•.'I7th ~ ..ar ,
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J" hor-M\"inl:: invention without w hic h it is not e;l~~ to OmITI\(· in
"hat manner , at th e pn"!«"nt day when lotteries a rc "'" 11t1 111c·rllU~.

this, use fu l branc h of businr», muld be accom plis hed. The wheel tlf
fortune revolved: the lottery of Mcl .anc was d ra wn: hut [t-w pur­
r hasers of prize tick r-ts rver re('('in-II their pa y. '1110-""'" whn twit!
Ion unate n umber-s had a .s::-uldc n vision in pr os pe rt . hut it """-Ill

\ ani~ht"d in to thin a ir : a mi th e t reasures whic h had seemed ;lImll:'l
within urasp " ere gone in a moment a!' th ou gh tou ched h~ the magic
wa nd of genii such as we han' had described in o rie n tal tales.

M r l .a nc after ex pe rienc ing N:'n-ra ! tum!' o f fort un e \lM ,k his !a ~1

turn in th e yea r 1805 or i. a t QUdXT or Xlontrr-al. where he had I XTI1

tried for a treasonable {"fm~piracy a g-ainlot th e Briti sh Government .
was found ~uih y. and -e n tcnrrd. and expiated his rrinu- o n rbc
J.:"allow"~ - sad rcrmination of his ambitious career. o f hi.~ lon g
cherished hopes of wealth and di tinction ! He was a man of gn 'a t
dc·ri .... ion of character, and IM)....."I' ~t"d a re....I1('S.~ ....pirit o f enu-rpri ....r-

a !H1 adventure. His stature wa above the middling ....in . and hi....
IX'N lIlal a p pc"ara nc e W ;I .... p rc· I)(I!'>. '.....~i n.l::'. when a n·....idem here" he
had been heard to decla re. while un der the pr t'S....ure of prn m iary
cm harra .....-ment. that hr- was resolved lO po................... wealth at any hazard
;tnd at an~ ......l.ffifice and th at ra ther Iha n ennmnl{'f c h ill prnu ry. if 110

r('p utahle wa y offe red. h(' " -nuld h id defian ce to th(' I.," ... of ""lCi(' ty
and amled a... he was with ph~!<ieal ~trcngth and indomi t;lhlt- COUTa t:c
ta ke t ht' hi~hway fOT hi!' fit'ld of anion. ", heTe he wo uld k\'y and

collect ...ne h duti('S fro m tra\eIleTS as hi!' wa nt !' mi "l::ht req uirt'. ftc­
" a .... a nath'e of Attlch(lrou~h. ~I a .....~o . a nd hi.... fa m ily na me wa.... La ne.
to ",hieh ht" prefi xed ~I (' . helit"\" i n ~ t hat th e reputa tion of Swtl i~h

ori "d n o r Scolti~h birth . amlln~t a pl.-Dp1<' \\ho \'a ille thin .L:l' t he m oTe
for being "far fetch 'd a nd (kaT hOIlg-h t"' would gil"(' h im Ol lit-dde d
ad van tage. 011' he su h",,-,q ut' ll l l~ aHirnlt"d it anua lly did in t he SOllthem
Si all '.... "hnc he emigrated a nn uall y for ~·\ era l autullln .... oll ir adi llg

l'X\ 'urMtJns"

~ ;'()n J a nuary 21,17'17, I'aul Dr;' pn .,d vl" rti,, 'd in th .. ( ;,,: , 11, r"'I""'li,,~ Ihal
;,11 dl"nl;", d. again.t "Ih," la l '" Firm of :'o l 'Lu1O' and Drapt"r" I... l',n,ontl"d ;1I ono"
" in Con'l"qul"nc/" of :'ol r" :'orLa n<"', ka\'in,o;: Ihi, pla<"/" : "

[10 br .-om i"u..dl

Even on a Tt·1 ord hreaking voyage such .r rha r o f t he Iarnou­
Brown a nd hT~ -hip ol rr n & Jlop, in I HI :) tIWf\· were periods of

mon oton y \\ hirh 1'111' ... Iil"r m ight seek to rr-licv c \\ it h scrimshaw ", orl..
a nd anothe r wit h Ihe composition of (ire-c' L. \tor...:. Uriel Rca . Jr. .
cvidetulv had ;1 1.1' 11· for puzzles. th e- foUm\ 1I11:: exa m ple of wh ic-h
\' ;l ~ fo und h<'1\\lTII till' paecs of his "Jou TlM I of a Voyage from
Pr«vidence, Rhod l' leland, 10 Canton in Chin;! 011 board Ship Ann

oS; H oP<' W illM'r Kdl ~ mus ter Com mcl1ced Jlll llo lnrh. 18 1.'): ·

F.;-';JG~IA

Fi] '1 tal"·;1 \\' ,,](Ilhat docs Sib-no- pr", l.rim.
" "h it'h h;,d"' ,IIr!, and forward, doe- vtill Spdl till' snnn-:
T heil, ad d t" !Ill' fi r,t a feminine IMlI l<' .

\\"hi("h h;II,L. \, ;ml , .md forwards docs vtill ' pdl till' sauu-:
.-\ n in-arunn-nt tllO, which Lawve-rs oft [rnnn-,
And h;lI-k\"ll d , and fo rwards dos-s still 'pdl till" s.nm- :
A \Tn rich huit \\ hos,· Boranu-al nam..o

Bot h i"lt'k".lld and forwa rd dOl"S still ~ I'd l till" -.;mw:
.-\ nd a mu , i, .1 1 :'\nh' which a ll will prn..-billlo
Both ha.-l, w.nd , " Ior wa rds doth still ' pdlllw S.lIlw :
TIll' inirial-, of th--v-. when joined fnn n ,I 11.111\1".

" -hii'll ;1Il~ \"une L ,d\' that's marrll·d " ill .!.t llll •

.\nd ha.k" a,d , ;lIld f,;rwaros docs still ~JJt" lIth(' S.lllll";

A:" SWER

\\'Iwll I III Ill\ Illollth alll placinlt 111\- Ihlltllh,
I , ig:nify pb illh Illy wi~h to Ix- mum"
Find Ih."nOlIlWor.1k llla l!'. can be spdkd ill 1!l;IIIll<lIlIlt°' .
Eal h I.'ad. ·] "ill "'1\ il I"an 5pcll lloT\l " hil i "\ 11 11<1"
I fr-ar th;lt a L. II\,,"r if hI' is prel h - '1,,11 k ,·d.
So hi, {{'II'« i"ll'" i, ~ikn"l'd ilia" dr;n, ., 1I,ld I)", 'd,
..\ lJd I'll IlPll"'1 h ';1\' I was pu;.zk d ill Cl;ltlltlln.
~ I \- 1I1'1al ' \ I ,' 11',1l ", 'd , to find tilt ' 0\'1;111,'" '"

..\ !ld lll\ 11I1I , i, ,tll'" t," no x I IIp'l'd aud r"'l lld in him,
Ikmi 'Illa\ 1'1 ' ,lI a l , rotl"hl"ts a nd at last d w 1l1 11~ minilli.
And th.. wh"I" ",I' , u lIll·d up alld I r"und that I had I ' ll l :

.\I y arr"'ti .. "'I'Lti ll' - th at a Wift' i\ ;1 ~L[(]; llll"
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Jtan h I. t~/51

~ I r.-. Xorman Il . n.lkn
.\Ir. Richard H . nlandin~
.\Ir. and .\I n;. John F. Brown
.\I r. Allen H. Ch am-rton

Pa"l uck' ·I. R. I.

.\ Ir. J ohn R. Cr <t\\fonl
(tit,( 'd :l-:l-.1 I )

.\Ir. W illiam B. Farnswort h
Mrs. H arold J. Fit'ltI
.\ ti~..; Susan B. Franklin

:\",.wporl , R . I.

.\I r. Clan'll('(' E. (;n'I 'III '
:\"o rl h .\ IIlt-hor" , :\1." , .

~I r. Verrann C. Ib n
.\I r. Howa rd H untoo n
.\tr.;. H aro ld C , J o h ll :« 'n

Cran,lon, R, I

Dr. Wahn S. JOIII'~

[ un c :-10. J~J ,;}

.\I r. R ohc.o rt 1.(·C"'OI1

.\Ir.-. Harold I.. .\Lld i:«lll

Xlrs. Ken t F. .\ l;ltlt'.";OIl

.\ Ir. J all1("~ A. .\I r.\Llll ll ~

P""l ur h l . R. I

.\Ir~. W. Sayk~ .'\ i, huls ou

.\Ir. Fred l' i ,L:: ~lItt

r; n-y<IUlH'. R. I.
,\ Ir. Walter 11. RI' ~ n ll ld ~

.\I r.... , Bl' rna n l Sn,U
w",wk~ , R I.

.\I r.... . J ohn 1'. Shl'l'lll;Ln
.\ tlkl><>1'o, :'01,,, , ,

.\Jr..... .\ 1. l.a wn'lHT Small
f," '1 C;r",·n" i.-h. It . I

.\ Ir. T homa.... E. Su-r-n-, J r.
f,,,,, Pra.·id rnrr . R. I.

.\I n-. I..l\\Tc'IlU' F. \'oric~

Ibn non }, R. I.

(1:00 10 S: tlll
J: OO w.'j:( HI

EXIl IB IT IO:,\

[u ne-September

I1l"I-"():,\S nto '" elll. I.F.eT IO:'\'''; OF :\I t .:\I Ht: Il'';

or T ill'. RIIOlJl'. IsI.A :'\'1l Bt'TTO :,\, CITR

orrx 10 TilE. PCB I.IC

f."u~PI holidaj"s
:'o londay Ihr"ul(h I' rida)

Sun day aft"fllo""
l .i btlHy o nl)'

7 :00 to '1:00

CI<>u d S"nd,,)'s " nd "',,~ sdtl y t"vt" n;n/iJ,
f u'" , luly, and Aug usl
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