
RHODE ISLA D
HISTORY

-

VO L . 11 . :\0 J .\:"i U :\RY. 1 ~ 5 2

IUC\ SS K:\O CKER

frolll ,,\ u lo n H o us<'

[. t"<. in.idr fron t cowr)

1111. K.1I0)}1. 1"1.\ .\» 1" ~d()RI (' \1. 'd )( II.TY



RHODE ISLAND
HISTORY

{'('IIUSIIE/) sv RH OI) ]' 1:'1.. \ :\ 1) IlI :'TOIU Cc\L :,OC IET Y
,~ I'OWER "'TREE'I, 1'~()\'lllE~'l'E h, K'IOI't: I"'[..-\~I;

\\ " ,"" " . II (:JII.","~'!I"IJ. 1"",id,,,1 W' l U. " G. Ro>,IKI.•. lJu ," " "
I,·" . , · 1.,rrU.' ·" :l l>, J•., S""larr (:l''''''~'' I' . ~I " ~' '' '' N , f i l" d" d"
'hk'" " II "',lJ.V, 'trcd.'U'" (:, ''''''''~ ,\. Cot, '~', :''''', R''''IJ"h .{'w,idt,

'th, Rh",I, 1,ldo,1 Ih,I"'''dl.\'',i,h dOJd"'''"~ "'I",".,""I,t,
/'" th, 'la', ""nl' ". II,,· ,,/>i"'''~J Q/.-".,,,I,",,,,,.

/S,q'E/) f,jUARTERl.r .-1'}' I'RO I"l{Jf:SCt, s uon r fSL1S /)
v () L I I J ,\ l'\ t ' \ R Y , I '1,'12 ;'\ 0 .

1'.-I/1 U, OF CO .\'Tf.',\TS

Co....r

1' 111lH ' :-'I E ~ I~ \~ I .\ UU S T R I\L C~~Tll R 'i:

J ''''J ';<''' ''·'\I-jOIl\ GORH~\1 f .I>W .' " l1 IlO I. llI'OO"

hy Ed mund C. M a yo

FI" .' T Co."'''''U:.'T10,",'L SOCIET \' P" w Ilo u ".,,,s , 181h 10

:\ EW .~ N o n :s II

ACCE~~ro,",~ 15

I' U IIl, U:.\Tt O X :\ ' JT ILt 1 7

P ' CT l ' ''>; '' OF 1' " " v lI ' '' X'' P tX TH ~' I-'.' S T , li' I{I -18Z0. 17

Th.. R" tn;ni" Tn,, ', of \ ....altn R , Da nfun h
"dil"d by Clarkson .\, Collins 3rd

Tus 130T II .\XXU,~1. :-'f H. TIX.. 2'1

I.ECl t:" E" "xu E X ll lBITlO X Imide fldCl C " v n

flR ,\ SS K:\ OCKER

fro'" .-\u to o H oll''''

A ", on ,~ ,untl "e",,,i,,,,, iJ Ihe o,i~i1l (l1 b,,,,, krlOekcr of Ihe T hom'H Cole.
H " ppiu hOllU, p'on,l"d 10 Ihe Sod,,')' by Ihe hei., of F , ,, ,,e;J " ;" 10" lfoppi1l.
U"dn Ihl' 1I"me of Aulon 1I0uu Ihe th're JI",)' b'irk "''''Ilion on thr orner of
Wn lmi" .' ler "nd lI"al" ul ,t,reIJ "'''' m"dr f""lOu, 10 "I /ra,t 11<'0 trn"",io"J of
Uhode IJ/and" , by A U ~ 'H l lJ -' H op pin ;n his Recolle c tio ns of ,\uton Hou, r .
A u ~ u J I " J 1I0p/' i" (/818-/8!Hi). A .1"10" tn the Rl'l"OlI,,!t;o os, waJ Ihe ni" th

of th" "1",,,," (i,i/lir"rl of Th"IJIaJ Colts 1I0ppin. a p,aminent Provid"" ce mer
eha "l. Du,i"g tile JUM"l half of th" ni''''lanrh cenlu,)' Aug"JluJ 1I0ppin
,uhi"ved ,c,eat '"'''''''' llJ "" il/"S/'"l'" "",( ""III",: llnd fifl}' Jean ago Iltne 1~'ere
f.."· leo",,,. in Uhode liI,,,,d Il'hn" "'te co"jd '101 Ii"d a copy of Rrculk(l;oo, of
_\UIOIl !l OtI" ' , i" ,,'lIiell "'illl ",,,usi1l,~ ,,'o,d, a"d d'f/l~.'ingJ Hoppin preJ(nled (I

lively picltHe of lif" in lIiJ boyhood /'o"'e.

T H RE E :\11;i\" I i\" A:'\ I :,\D UsT RI,-\ 1. CE]\'T URY :

J \ ll l ':Z C ORIJA \ l - j onx G O RII A\I - E IlW AR D H O I.HROO "

I ", -ru x V ERY IlL\ l A :" STORY wh ich 1 propll\(' to shar e with you
to-night r shall unfold with ht'coming brcvit y the Ii\'('" of thrcc mt'n 
e-ac-h a i\('\\' Englander . r-arh a pioneer. r-ach an ind ustr ialist . The
three WtTt' ident ified \\ ith th e progr('s.~i\T development in Ann-rica of
influences for the hem-fit of Am erican cult ure. Each in his gcn crution
contributed liborallv 10 leadership, wisd om , and inspiration .

'l'he three nu-n were J abl'z Gorham . mast er craftsm an : J ohn
(;"rham, mnnufartun-r : an d Edward H olbrook. patron of t hr- arts,
me-rchandiser. and prom oter.

Sl ran gd y c'nouc:h IIH' ... pherr- o f in flueur-e of thest' thrr-r- n1 ':11 ("/, \',
e-n-d a period of 1:! ~l'a r s eac h, I U\ C "sph ere of in tlucn cc' hlT ,IIN' ,

nlthouuh Edward Holbrook ''IT \Td only:! :i years a" pre-idem. during
his previous eight ~Ta rs as treasurer un der the presidency of \ \' illiam
II. Crins, he was the guid ing spirit in the organiza tion, In bre adth
uf vision and op era tion al techniq ues these men had litt le in commo n,
hut ea ch during his ten ure of om,(' made subst ant ial contribut ion ...
rewa rds the forwa rd ing progr('....~ of the cnu-rpri-c.

Jahl'!.Gt lrham 's vision l'n rompa ...sed Bo\t on , \ \ 'o rr es(l' r. and Pro vi
dent-c. H is son, John G orham , \-jsua lizcd the entire A mer-ic-a n market
a ... his field of operat ion , an d Edw ard H olbrook determined to plain
tilt' name of G orham throu ghou t the wo rld.

J ;ll1t"z Gorh.uu . the Ioundr-r uf rlu- Gorham Vlanufnc turitu; Com
pa n ~, was ho1'11 in l'rovidemc. Februn rv l H, 1i~l:!. l it ' wa.~ dCMTmkd
frrun john Gorham. whn ca me Irom Nonh.nupu .n- hirc. En,c:la nd . in
11;43. Afte-r sl'I'\'ing i ~ears appn-n th-t-ship under Xr-hrrn inh Dodge.

" :\1... :\l., ~ o , pt ",;d"nl uf II", (-;0.-h<l11l :-'1. ' 1\ ll f :J{· t \l l' i u~ ( : O t " l", n ~ , "'ad 11\1" follow,
inl: II,tl'''' ,tl" "H"'lill~ of til<" R hod ,' l , b lld li i, co r ;.. ,,1 Sn..i'·I~, (lo"loh,,1' 17 . l'l,'ll .
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a piOIWlT jeweler of Providcnrc. in association with [our lither meu,
he e~tahli~h{'d a manllfacturing jewel ry business at Steeple. North
Xlaiu. and Canal Streets.

In thost' da y." the disu-ibntiou of manufactured jewelry was com
p;lratin']y simple. iI." peddlers railed at the different ruanufncturitu;
plants and purchased their wares, which the pcddh-rs distributed
through j('wdr~ "torrs. J ah l'l Gor-ham decided that thr- peddlers \H'IT

making a profit a:< a middleman between him and the jewelry SlllITS,

and therefore he felt tha t it would be to h is best interests to contact
ttu- jewdc'rs direct and san' this margin for h im -a-l l .

He used to ride to Boston and according to t rustworthv in formu
tinu. p.ukcd the jewelry in the top of his tall br-aver hal. U pon arrival
in Boston he engaged a hotel room and invited the jewelers to \'in,
his ware~. The merchandise was spread (Ill t he bed, and each jewe ler
pl.ucd his upturned hCa\Tr hat on the bed, picked nut the in-nis he
wanted and deposited these items ill his hat. After all the merchandise
had been disposed of j a lx-z checked the contents of the ha ts an d the
next dil~ he went to the jcwdry stores and collected the muney fo r the
nu-rrhandisc.

His i ontacts in Buston persuaded him that there was a market IIlTt!
for coin silver sp(l()n~ and ill IH:ll he decided to he.l!;in the production
of thl'~e itr-ms. T o aid him ill th is ('ntnpri~(' he inviu-d H enrv L
,rehs!er, a young man frum Bost on wh o was a ~poon maker, to r-ntt-r

into partnership with him. T he new firm was named Gorham and
" ·I'hs!er. T hey manufactured sil\'t'r ~poom, forb, thimbles, roml».
child's mllg"~. and a few other small articles.

William G. Price enu-red the partner-hip ill IH3 i , and the firm
became known as Oorham, ,,'dlshT & Price.

Fo llo wing" the death of .\ Ir. Price in IH41 the interest of l l cur,
,rehstn was purr-han-d by the firm and the business orga nized as
Oorham & Son. They continued to pw~per and developed a reputa
tion for the quality of their products.

The then cur rent method uf makin g teaspoons was HIlde and la,
burious b~ present standards..\ n ingot of silver was rolled to a thick
l}('."-~ equivalent to that of the shank . and the ho,d and uppn pa rt of
tlu- handle \\TIT forged in the prn pn thickm-ss with a ha nd hnmnu-r .
T he roll~ we-n- revolved hy a windlas-, at first hy manpu\\n, and later
h~ hit ching: a horsr- to the ann of the ,\illdla~s..\~ the .,ilnT became



T h,u .\11' '' in fI" I nd ustrial CrTll lor : [j anuarv T h,f't' ,\It'/I in IHI l ndus trial C,'n ill,.r:

10 0 hard 10 \\ nrk it was nl"cr.-....'1ry to heat it in a blac ksmit h's forge
nine tilTll":< d urin.\::" t he prou~.. of fabrication , :'\u I\\fl :-POC)(lS were
identical eith er in \\ eiJ::h t or conformation.

III 1847 J .11)(".' G orham ret ired from the business, an d the burden
and fl'!<pon:<ihility of ope rat inc the enterprise fell upon Iht, shoulders
of his ':! 4-~ t'ar-<,ld son , J ohn , who had ~n'ed a ~' \Tn yea n;' a ppren
Ii. ":<h ip in his falhl'r'~ shop.

\ 1(';I:<IJrt,d in terms of present day srandards. John (;orham .... al" a
n-nuukabk- youn g- man , He was not a t all sati sfied wit h his fa lhl'r\
ronl C') \ of the market for silverwa re articles and he determi ned to
catcr to the American ma rket ra th er than the ~ la~"arhll1<C., tts and
R hode bland market. At thi s particular point he manifested great
wi~lom a nd foresight. H e determined not to em ha rk Upoll t his proj
('1"1 without fir-t makin.l-: a Mln 'cy of the pot entia l possibiliucs of h is
market, and the strengt h of his competition in terms of mecha nica l
eq uipment . a procedure unheard of in those days.

Al though traveling was slow and expensive. he visiu-d thr- U nited
States Arsen al a l Springfield. ~I a~..,. to have a loo k .u t heir merhan
ica l equipment . a nd he visited the United States \ Iim ;11 Philadelphia
to ~T their procedures in hand ling coin silver.

CPOll his re-t urn to Providence he decided th e first t hin).: to dn w a~

to in~tall a :<t l"am en~Ill' 10 J:cl\{' ratc po....er for hi~ "i:<ua liJro ne\\
ml't·hall ic·al l'quipml"Jlt. Some of this cquipment hc' de~iJ::ned him~lf.

and othc'r c'q uipment wa !< d~iW1ed by ingeniou:< :'\l'W Enl:land mt'
cha ll ie~ of that d ay,

RecoRJlizing tha t hi:< w m pc.·t it ion .... a!< from hi:< End i:-h hret hren
acn l:-'.~ the' x'a:<, he d c, te rn tinro to \"i~it England and Europe to find out
,It fin.;t-ha lld \\ hal nwchanical eq uip mcnt the y h.1d Ihat hl" did not
haw, He \\ i:-Iwd to ht· tl'('hnoloJ:"iea lly abreal"t of the tillle~ wtll'n h(~

emb;lrkl 'd upon Ill(' \Tnturc of con trolling the Amer ican market , So
we find him Oil ~I a y I. 1H:1 2. at Ihe age of 29, ~a i l inK for Europe',
wh ich in Iho:<(' day:-wa~ a long: and c'xp<'n~i\"e jo urney, Sill Oir no for
Iltlll' ha d heen cn'a ted hy hi~ f<l t her. he was ta king q uitt, a ri:<k in
dcplr t ill.\.': the ca.,,1l ITStT\T ~ of the cOlllpany for h i~ mi:-'''inn , Ilown n,
he wi:<I'ly dc·tnmilled il was I lt'~t to find oul .... hat hI' wa~ Ollllpclin .g
wilh , T hl' IlWI\{'Yill\,(llw d in a tri p ahrnad wa~ \\I'[] :<pc'IIt, htTaw,c'
had hI' not dOl\{' th i:- he mig:ht h,l\e diy,,~ipatl'd t he a.''' '!.'' of tilt' com
pany by an 1I11:<1Ifl T:-., ful t'mlcanJr tu meet his comp':li tiulI, fi t" " i:<ited

I
the silverw are fa cto ries in Birmingham , Shdlic'ld, the \I inl in Lon
lion, and th e W,MII.... irh ,\n;.t'llal. and also t he <ilverwa re -hop- in Paris
and Bru ssels. His olN'n 'atioll~ satisfied him that the Ame rica n meta l
worke rs were equal. if no t -u pe-rior. to thO:<l' in En,glan d and Europe
in the usc of mar hitu-rv. H I' was a lso s.'1 tisf1t'd t hat ill all prun~"l'~

ch-pendin c upon cxpericnre in hand work. the En glishmen averazed
milc h higher in qu alit y a nd productivitv th an thr ..vmenca ns.

Here again WC' have a shrewd observation on th e part of this young
man , He had only I ':! skilled c raftsm en in his organiJa ticlll, The pro
I cdurc in tho!'o(' days '\'a .~ 10 app rentire a youn g IM ly tn t-ar It cra ft-man.
and the period of npprcmire-hip \\'a~ 7 yl'a r:<, ....-lllh \'ioll"ly I:! crafts
1111'11 could «nlv prnd ulT I:! additional craftsnu-n in the first seven
~ ";l rs, J oh n Gorham said m himself that that w ould not dn, l)('ca ll:« '
if II\' was g:oin,g to rmb.uk 011 a campaieu of ('aptll rill.g-I hl' America n
market he tu-edcd at ka.~t ;10 craftsmen . He ttu-ref-m- in his ronracts
in En gla nd made ac'quaintntues of silvcrsmn hs. die sinkers, and
chascrs. and durin ).: h is n-nure- of ollice brought into thi s I'ollll lry mort
t han 100 :<kilktl artiMIl~ fro m O\"l'r~'a s . The sons and crandsons of
some of the-e men a n' PI'I':<l'lIt1y cmplovcd hy th e l'ump;1I1 ~ ,

In IE7:! the' number of craf tsme-n cmplovcd rea ched 4:1f). anti th..
buildings occu pied covered the whole a rea bounded by Steeple Street .
~(Jrth \{ain Strerl , Canal Street. and Fric'n d Str(,et, with the exer r
tion of a !<mall hu ild ing at the w m l"r uf :'\orth \la ill Stn'ct and Fri end
-"' trect , and the com pany ..... a~ re puted 10 hr th r b rent m:l.llUfanurn
" f CHin ~i h-er.....an ' in thc' world at tha t time,

I ha\'e read Ihl"hio~r;lph ic's of many e;lrl y .\ nll'rk an indll:<lriali:<t:<.
and I am Sl tisf1 ed Ihat for forN-ig:ht a nd ~l ll lld jud .l.,'ll u·nt no onl" of

Iht'lll excelled J ohn G orham. All of '\ hi( h .goc'~ 10 ~ho.... that hra im
art· 110 handica p, wll\' llwr you ha,'c a colkJ.:c' l'dw',lIion or not.

Up until 187:1 G orham \ Ianllfanurin /.: Com p,U1 y (k~ignc'd and
ma nufaclll red all of t ill' sihnware for T iffany &. Comp:Lny. and they
\\IT(' til(' !'xclm in ' Go rham ~'Iling: agents in 1111' 1'\.' \\ York llll"lropol
ita n an'a , T iffany .'I;. Com pany Ikcided to hui ld tlH'il' own faetor~

tlMI Yl'ar. which pO:<l't! quih' a prohlcJll fllr till' lll<ln;u,:cnWnl of
Corha m \lanufacl uring ( :ompany, sinn' the i\'I'W York an'a , as is
thI' cUlldilio ll toda \', .... as lilt' .g r(' a h'~1 ~i ng [ l" m:ll'kn flll' tile' d i:<t rihut ion
of tlll'ir warl':<,



(, 'Three .If i' ll ill (//1 l nsl ust rinl Ce ntury: [Jan llar~ Thr ee .\/1'// in tin l ndustrialCr nturv: 7

Edward Holbrook , whohad lx-cn a mi nor em ployee of th e Gorham
~Ian llfaft ll ri ng COlTlIM IlY. \\ <1:- -cn t 10 :'\cw York as scllin .g" ag ent a nd
M<ta bli:-ht'l l a f(·tai l ~ton' ill 1 BUild Sl r('('"1. Xc w York Ci t v. in M a v.
187.'1 . Ed w ard Holbroo k w a~ a supe r-sales man and promote r. lit'
had never ."1."'\" 1'<1 a n a pprcmic e-hip as had bee n the case with hi-,
pr('de(' (,~<;(l f1i. hut a man of his chann tcristics fitted into the pictu rt' a t
th at pa rt ir ular time to continue and accelerate the forw ard pro~l'''

of th e ent erpr i.....-, li t' kncw that the corpora tio n had mechanical
equipment ami technologica l method!' not surpassed by anvone. and
since the plant \\ as manned by ..killed crafts men . many of whom had
served a pprenticeships in En uland . he conceived his job to be to

increase th e volume of ~1.It'!' and the prcstice of the cornpanv in the
United Sta tt'!' and to ma ke t he namr- of Go rha m a..... well known in
Eu rope a!' it \\ a ~ in th is roumrv.

He proceeded to implement his prol:"ram. and well did he do it . In
18 79 he entered (i or ham wares in the Intern a tional Exhibition in
Syd ney . :\'t'W South \," alt,!,. now Au- tra lia. but there is no indicat ion
that he received any awards. But rhis did not bo ther youn~ Holbroo k.
He immcdiatclv enu-red tht· Pari-, Exposnion in 1889 and was
awa rded the ~nld medal and numerous ot her citation!'. In IRY3 at
th e C hicago Ex po:-itinn th t' Go rham Manufacturing Companv oh
rain ed oJ 7 awards.

Wh en the Gorh am :\Ianufan ur inl:" Co mpanv was invit ed to ex
hibit a t thl' Paris Expo-ition in I~ .OO. Edward Hnlh rook made u p hi!'
min d ht' re<l ll~ \\ as ~n i ng to ~how t hem something. H e was .going to

bea rd thr- linn in his 0\\ n dell, a nd he decided to !'pa rt· no cxpen:-t' ill
a n effort to ra pt ure' th e C r.md Pri/ t,. Eu ropeans in t hose da y!' CO Il

sidered America n a rt, dl'sig-n, and cult ure to he decidedly in the
adoles cent ~ ta.gt·. a nd they Wt'f(' to tally unprepa red for this invasion
of the Pa ri!' Exposit ion with till' q ua lity of design and cra ftsma nship
th at ma dt , up tht, (; orham ex hibit. T he com pany was aw ard ed thl'
gra nd prize, th t' ~o ld me-dal, and :10 other cita tions. an d Edward
Holbrook wa~ Jlt'r~(ln ; l ll y awarded the Leg-ion of Honor. T he ~n ld

medal for Hatwan- was awarded tht, :\ I ~t holog-iqllt' paucm . and that
dcsi~'Il is on permanent cxhibniou at th e Luxemburg :\lu~' lI 1Tl of Art
in Paris, It was a holdundertakin g with a most happy result.

Holhrook nev er missed all up portunit v to have a sll h~ta ll tia l ( ;or
ha m l'xh ilJit all '\ny t>x!>l,..itic'll, and as a re~ ll lt in 19n 1 at thl" ( :harl l ' ~'

tow n Expo- it ion the (;c.rh.un ( :t .m pany wa~ awarded the G rand Prize
and other awards : in Pill I ,II the Buffalo l .vposirion the Gorham
Ct .m pany was awardvd t he Orand Privr- a nti other citation..: in 1902
at the Turin Ex po~ i t i" l1 C " rh'lIll n-ccivrd the {(old medal : in 1 ~I04 at

\ ' ,\ SE "no I 'Lx n :.\ l ·

Exhihit, ·d " I II... SI. [,uu i, EX!'''' il in n " f l ' IlH , ",1)(' ,, · Ih,>( ;or h" m
CO l n l"" ' ~ " ·,,,'i.,,·o lI... C r" ",] I'l i,,· MId ,,,,,,, ,·ro,, , ". I...r "w:nd,_
.tl i, i l l! ,' xn· J> liulla ll} ~'.lt" ' ·~"I" "lo- "~I Ill<" .-\ ,.1 :\",,, ·,'au I"'rind aml
" h"nd wro"l(lll, " ·'1"""'1( :1 100 h""" of '·I'"fl<lII''''''';I'_

t hr-St. Louis Exp(,~i t irIII ( ;1l(harn I"t" lt' i\'t'd th e- ( ;rand I' rizr- and ot her
cit.nions. In l ! ll l~ ) at tln- ..\ Ia ~ka Yukon Exp( ,~ i t i ( lIl Gorham was
awarded the C run d Pril l' and ol htT ;lI\"ank an d in E ll:) at tilt'
Pan am a Pacifil' Ex p" ..iti"n ( ;(lrha l11 ITlt'i\l 'd Ihe- ( ;rand Pr iz(~ an d
!ltlll'r awards.



int.: \\ as Italian Rr-naissan cI' ill its tk,i/.:Il. and till' marble ca rvinu \\011'

executed in Ital y, It created a S('!lsatioll in the an-hirer-rura l world ,
part if ularl y amon~ tho!'-l.' inu-re-t ed in mercantile b uildin g design.

Beca use of Edwarcl Holbrook's wide acquainta nce in :-;-I'W York .
Ill" ......-r-u rr-d man~ rommi--ion.... ;IIlUJIlJ.: tluN' whn were t·:-tahl i,hin~

f"rtllllt~. to t1l'sis,:n a nd r n-au- for them mas-ivc pitTeS in the form of
cen ter pieces. candelabra. sih t'r and gold -crvic e plate", cu-. These
men of affairs in :-;-ew Yor k. who W('J'I' :\11'. Holbroo k's intimate
Iricnds. W fTC rng-aJ.:I'd in the ('a rly l!lll()'" in hrin~in J.: about the
amalgamation and nmsulida tinn of many of the industrial enterprises
of the ronmrv, and beine,- a pro motc'r at heart, he was ;.II in trigu ed
with the ph do-ophv iIlH.IH'd that hr- decided to crea te a silverware
manufacturing empi re for him-ell. By I!IU he had acquired th e
~lt . Vernon Silve r Company. till' ROJ.:er \\' iII i am~ Silver Compa ny.
the M a u-e r Silver ~l a n ufafl llri l1 e,- Company of :-;-ew York . Hayes &
:\Iact'arl and of :-;-('w York City. the W hitine,- :\l a llufat"l urin g Com
P,lII~ of Bridgepo rt . COIlIlt'1 don. the Wm . B. Kerr Companv of
:'\t·\\ ar k. and the \ r m . B, Duruin Companv or Concord. X. H , :\Iost
11£ these \\ ere old an d n';!"! mailly sun t'~,fIII silversmiths producing the
-amr- kind of prod m r a~ t ill' pa n'nt n>nlpilll~. tilt' Gorham :\bIlUfM
turing Conipanv.

It il> \I'ry un usual for ;l ~lIpt"r-"t1t'Sm;1I1 and prumou-r to han' ,hi'
' a padty for orJ.:"a nilinJ.:" ,11111 fOllirolli nJ,:: man ufa cturing operation- of
a ~roup of cor por .uions. Unb ridled op tim ism is the ~ t(l("k in tradt' of
the ~uper.sal{~lllan, and hc' i., \Try !'-I.' ldum found in the a rea of reali sm,
The \'arious fo rpo rat illll.... \\h if h madt' up what was known thc'n al>
tht, Sih crsll1ith ~ Gro up 0\\ 1lI't! b~ the ( ;orh,llll :\lanllfart ur in.e,- COIll
pilll y. \\ erc compl,tin.e,- wilh O llt' an uthc'r for tht·ir ~hare of the marht.
;ll1d \\ hen th i ~ ...illla tilJlI t' xi~ t ... t lll'n ~ is II1I t l . lIt· (,tld - it wa" lik(' a famih
ta king- in eac'h ot ht'r\ washin,t.:, It W<l .' lInd l'r tht'~I' r irnullstalltTSand
through Ih(' ~(' pl o('edurr s th at ill 1! II ~ f tht ' (; " rharn .\ Iallufan uri n.s,:
Com pany found it.,t'lf in final H' ial dill i('ltlt il ' ,~ for the fil~t lim e in
IJl Il' hundred \t'ar~ .

Ed ward lI " lIJr1 I1 ,k died in I ~H ~f , In spi tl' of this lI11forlunale and
lInh;IPIH {olldu:-inn of Ed\\a nl I llllllrollk's r('s,:illH' , hi' so linnh
ntahli ~I;('(1 th l' nillTH' and prl".,t igt, IIf Ihl' Gorh:1Il1 :\l anllfanulin g
Compan y. ami built up ;l dnll aml [ Ill' i l~ prollUI"I S, that Ihere was
'ltf liri t'nt latl' nt 11101111'11t lllll in IIIl" fOl"\\ ,n d 111"\('11]( '111 of th l' ('111('1'
pri.,t' to allo\\ ~lln l't'dillJ.:" 1\l ;IIl;l.s,:I'IlH" l1b t" \'il1TY !Ill,

R r hrl' I' .111'11 in fill l ndnuria! Cen t ury: [Ja ll uar~

EMh ~ e-ar Ed\\ ani Holbrook ~1J('n t three mont hs in Europe. \\'111'1'
r-ver hr- M\\ a mac hine \\ hich »ould lx' usefu l in his manufacturing
procN-~ and \\ hirh thc' Gorham M a n ufacturing Company did not
pos.~~, he hOll~ lll it. \\' Iwnl'\ {' r he found an outsta ndi ng r- raftsma n,
whether a dil- ~il\kc'r,;1 silversmith . a r hascr, or designer. he hired him
and sent him to Providence.

On 0111' of thc"N' \'i~itl' to Eu rope he met \\' i1I iam C. Codman, a
versat ile desicncr. train ed prima rily in the ecclesiat..tical field . 111
London. William Cod man \\ il.~ as-ocia red with Sir Gilbert Scott. an
architect , and e-vecuted wor k for him in W~tmin!'ter Abbe \ ..\ 11
Saints. and St. ~l a~ ':-. :\11'. Codman had executed indmt ri~ 1 an
work in a ll pa n~ of the world. I)('in~ an acknowledged master in
Gothic a rt. T he Cht~lt'r L u:k Inurn" the Truro Cathedral 11'("
tern. and the l i ~h t in .e,- of tilt" Luxem bur u Ca thed ra l. the communion
plate for Delh i ill the ~"'Ill tlrial Ch apel. ca ndles tic k:..at Sandringharn
Chapel for the Prince nf \\'a l c~ , all the sta ined glass wind ows in the
Ottawa Cathedral. and th e ca nde labra for St. Paul's Cathed ral in
London \\ t'rt' r-xevutvd Irom his designs. \\'ilJiam Codman's intere-t
in ecclesiastical hrnnze work e-speciallv intrigued Edward Holb rook,
and he huilt ;1 hrnnze found ry on th e Gor ham ground!' in Elmwood
from which has t11' \( 'lnpnl thc Gorham sta tuary bronze foundry. the
largest in the wor-ld.

Edward Holhrook ('a rl~ decided in his qU6t of world do mina
tion in thl' sih-{T\\ arl' i nd ll~try tha t th e plan t in downtowll Pro \" idt'lIft,
was too ~l1la ll to anommodatr thl' manufar turinA" arti\"itirs of tht'
husin~... Th('rdorl' . in l RRi he had dc~iJ.,TJ1 s prepared for a nHKh
larger plan I to hc' c're l"tt,d in a ~(·ct ion tht'n known <I" Elmwood . In
IR90 tht" main huild ing:s of thc' prl'~t'li t Gorham planl Wt'l'l' t'n'fl t'd ,
T hu."(' \\ ho h'ld 'l part in t hc' dt'sig:1l of Ihl'!<C huildin,C,"!' wen' Ltr :-i.ghtl'd
men. In wil\dO\\- l i ~ht .11'1'01 and \"I'nti la tion they rompare fa\'orahl ~"

with prcM'nl da y ind llslria l ('l'flstr llction.
Ha\'inJ,:: firmly t'stablishnl ttll ' flam t' and pn~!'li ,e,-(' (,f the (orinhalll

.\I anufal"t llrillg: {:l'lllpan y abm;ltl, r lllm il1atin.g in his I'a ris Hlltlln'.
Holbrook dl'dd t'(l it was l imt' 10 tllrll his attt'ntion 10 Ihe hOIllt'
te rritory.

In 19tU Ill' wmmi"iol1t'd .\l(' Kim , :\It'ad anti Wh itt, 10 tksi ,t.:n Illl'
world 's mo st bt'autifllllllt'rCllll ilt, huildini!: for a Gorham n·t.lil sto l'!'
to Il(' t'!'l't"t {'(! ;1t :1I;th Sln·t·t ;11111Fifth .'\ \l' lIl1t'. Xt'\\, York. This hui ld-

Three .\/1'/1 ill an / lId Il Jl l i ,,1 (;1'11111'.1': ~I



o n tl1l' ~i:\ ti.- t h annivr-rcarv of th.' dedication nf tilt" First Con
"n'gational :'\Ic" tiu(l' HOl"':. O n . ~I. 18iti:
~ ':-f)uli ng: thr ti llll' nf dqx"'i t ing th o' p ial. ' a nd fixing' the ' I orrv-r
-11ll}< ' \\!' \\I T ' ' Iavon-d with a pknliful chowr-r of rain .. . ~ks'r"

Willia m a nd j ohn Ii Hamlin I!Tnl'wu,h- and dq::antly "n~ran'd

lilt" plau- \\ hich we- hopl.· \\ ill re-main. rill t ill' .Irfhang'd WIth thr
tru mp of ( ;01.1. ,hall hri ng rheir wor k-, to rig~t." St"( ' ~I r. St a ple"
Scruu.n . p. 10. QUlTi," ; I, M r. H o" la nd , n-o-rd extant. a nd
" hen' i, th e Corner SI('lIt' kxan-d ?

(1i0) Ch ark-c O . Fncn-r, h. d.. . n it" o lllY.lllt'll lioll
of Ch a- . O . F" , ttT rh.u \\1' han' found I' III .1 tllio ta l lOil f rom
~Ir. lIowb nd \ re-ror'd, ma de h~ :'\Ir. St ;lpl", on rhr- ~l t h pag'" of
hi, Sermon. referred tel above. :\Ir. llowl.md ';l~': "O n thr- da~

appni11led. alTou ling: to tlu- notice /!:in 'll O il, 1,1ll' pn" 'inu, Sabbath.
th e mall" of rh.. Sn"il'l\" ;ISSClllb led a t ti ll' lowu II 'HI'it' , and the
fem ales on ti ll' Iloor of 'tIll' IIl' W foundat ion. J ohn C. j cnck s and
C ha rles Orll U' r o, ttT m-u-d a, marshals of th .. day."

(0 1) John Gladd inl.: . ...,n of .Jon athan Gladding. b. A pr il I -.177.7: ~ .
~'ta rch 2i . 18:, 1; a , e,l_ca p tain ; father of lilt" ,LI t!· Benjamin C ,
G laddi ng. b. d . \\ hl",· . fa ll~lh ~ln\~ O("(~l py t ill'
\-"'''' ~I i " :'\la lY'1'. Gladding is dau. n f 1 ~ 'np I I 1 1 II L . ( . \;UJdlllg ,

6'! ) .vnn Mo-on. h..\ 111.: . 19 . li80; d . UwnL.1 ~ n . ~ . Y. ) a n. 2i . 18ti.fi ;
I I.IU , of Charlo- a nd I)" hn rah C ad man j '·nl -k, ..nul w idow of I).llIll·1
~1a ,tll1 . T il ", had ;1 d ati . Sa ra h Pa rllll'n l" r C larL.· who d _ Bn ll.k
I\'n . ~ , Y. 0 ; 1. :iO. Wi\. Il ouhtil...._ " S.llh j "lu L, " '.!IO h;ld pt."
fi2 w ilh .\ lI n ~1.' '' 1I\W'h Iwr , i,wr. SI'!' Prt l\' . K'T "I d , . :'\1r'. ~l,l ,on

1ll"ll lioll' 11I'r I-"'w 02. in Ill'r wi ll.

02 ) S.l l1 y j. 'n rL, . S O'I ' aht,\,,,.

6 :l ) Su'phl'n II . Smilh . h..\ Ul:. I i8": d, ~~' I ~ 28. 18~18 . Il l' \1 ;1 ' "on of
Ek n jam in and :'\Ia~ (T illingha' t) S lllll l,1. a nd dId no t mar,!-, 11('
huilt till' r..,i lll'I1("I· nea r till' Hutl (' rl l ~ F a t"ln~~. now fIlTUP1~'d hy
Arnold r :ind rat T a lho t, ,!lId hea u lifi..d Quin'lIIfkt:t. An 'ord lllg t~ '

the pi al o f I" 'w, in HUb. :'\I r. Sm ith d id no t ' lI''1um: 1."-' \\ ~::l unul
un n. :'\Ir. Stollt· in tillla lt" Ihat 111' a dd,," to till" " n/-: ln<l l 11;,1. hUI
(Ink thrl'l' , u ,-l l ad d itio lls han ' h t't'n fOll lll l, Il,Ulll"ly : I-"'w 6 ,1. pew
1:-1. 'a nd pl'W Wl.

(Il l ) D a llfort h Lyou. h , \\" :" l!-tock .. C ~ . () ' ,t. 2. 17Hl; d..-\ pr il 12.
I ll -Ii ; Ill. II :llL ll.d l \ \ ' ilklll,o n. l h l' l l" dllldH'1l W"l" : l' ;l" lIa l I) .
1.,011. d . 18 :1:1: \\ 'IlI, 1{lIod," 1. ~ lln d . ~(lllll ,l.!' : ~bry \\' . Lyoll ( 182 1.
l~in l ): ~bn Eli" l l.r nn . III. R il·h;lrd Ed C: ' I!" Rid d il·k. ll alllla h ,
"ift' of () .I n(ort h 1.\ 0 11. 11 ; 1' h . I k e 211.17 11:1: d , I k e 10. 188 1;
fbtl . o f RIll>th-, .llId -( :l.lli" a ( ~ Lm ~) W ilk in,n ll. I bnfon h I .~ (l n

W;I_ ,I ~rOll T on \ \' . '~ 11I ,.,_o ,t St.. w ith , 11<'1' "II ~ L1 thn, ""ll SI. in 182-1.

FIRST CU~(;RL(;.\TIO~c\L sOC I ET Y

pur HOLllLRS. 1816

[<:ontinu.-d from Ilnoh"r, !'ISt, \ , 10, no. 4, p . 1181

(~-I R) C ha rll-c F, H ayford . -on "f )) .Ini'" H a, ford : died a l ...·;1. ,\ pri1
12. 1817. ill hi , 20th vr , SO '" Pro\". Phe-nix. The n' wen' fou r of
IIu- nal1l(' ( H ayford ) it{ IR2'l. thn-e (If \\ hom W I' H ' hou...· carpe-nn-rs.
1);lll i" 1 H avfo rd aplx'al , in tilt' Pruv. reco rd- a bout 17~I8 and is
h urh-d a l Swa n P"i n l CC'llI. \\ ilh ...-vr-ra ] daughters. II.· w ;\ , h . a t
l' t-rubrok r-, ~I a". Q IIlTY : Il ow I' ;I IIW C ha v, F. Ib ~ fo rd 10 11;1\1'
h" " ll ow m-r of IX' \\ .-18 al lilt' .Il.:" o f t·ig: III' ·l'n yTaf" ? Dan iel Il a~ford

;l l' p" a r' in tl](· Chu rch 1MI" '" a , -cx ron.

(,"IfI ) Will iam Hamlin .

( Y I) Samuel Elc H a mlin.

(,j~) j ohn 1I. l l;l1n lin.
children . with a ,i sler ~bry . of Samu..l Hamlin, son of Cha rh-s and
Thankful {Ely) Hamlin. b. Middh-town, Ct. Sept. 9 , 1746 ; d .
;\ p ril 1. 180 1. li t, wa, a I'l·wt..r and hrnss worke-r a nd i, said to have
made a va ne for the Fir, t Hapti-r Church . H i, son, Salllut'] E.
H amlin, continued thr- hu , int'" o f his fa ther.

\\' illia lll Hamlin. son of Saunu-l. h. O n . 15. 1772 : d. Aug , 19.
187:1 ; m . Eliza . d a u. of 1.;1;1< ' Bowen , jr. : child ren : \\'111 . Ezra
Ha mlin ; Sarah F. H a mlin whn Ill. Slrubacl Cad,' : R ich ard E.
Hamlin. B ,· wa~ a n l'ng:r,UT r a nd ma kr-r a nd repa{n'r of nautical
m-rrune-nt-. H(' l'ng: ra\'t'{l ti ll' lir' l ma p of Pro\" id .·llI"l·. IIMdl' hy
1);lIIid .-\n lhony in 18m ,

S;UIllH'1 Ely H a ml in . " 1Il nf S.ltllud. h. j UIll' :m . 177-1 ; d . c\ pri l II .
186 1; Ill. ~a nn' Harlshorn . II ., li",'d at the !l"rth"t"1 ('on ll'r of
Churl'h a nd &:nd i t Shoo ill 182-1. aud :\I n . :-'; i chola~ Po,\ n wi lh
hn two dau~htc 'rs wc'n' h i, t,·n;IIlt' . ~Ir, . Powc'r W;I' motlll' r of
:'\Irs, Sarah H d ('u Whitma n. By w-ill ~[r. Il allllin gilH' IX'W :19
III hi, brothl'r \\'illiOll ll a nd h i, Iwir, . Leg:a ('it"l ''l'n' !I'(t to hi,
on h' ' un-i ,-ing ' i,ter. :'\bn Ib llllill . to di e Childn 'n', Fril'nd ,
SI,, 'it'l r a nd t;1 h i ~ w .. rd . ~Lt rl b;1 Th Ult x·r. T h.. u...· Ilf h is I'nti re
1" 1;111' lit' g,l\'t' to hi, wifl'. ;lIld aft t'r hn. to his n ic'(" t' ,lIld llt'plll'\\ ~,

th ild rell of hi, hrotl ll'r . WiUi.lIll.
J oh n I I. l!a m lin. '''n of Sallllld I b u din. h . Au g. 2,1 , 1787; d ,

F"h . !l. 11Gb. .-\ 1 till' ti llll' of hi, dl ';lth ht' was a ~ l"nnT h , ·illl.: at
ti ll" ,o uth HWnt'f of H op kin, .lmJ Ikndit Sr.. I k h;ld b'"l"ll all
1'11/-:1';1''''1" . lik(' his hro the l". Willi;llll. ~h"\\ lI hy th l' follo,\ iug from
tllt' n 'l 'onl of Ih .. hllil di ng r nllllllitl ",· nf thl' 11('\\ Chunk IT/;: ;Il-din g
III<" d('d it";uion of 1I11' Chu rd t ill 181fi, .101m llllwt ltld , C ll'rk of
1111' nlllll niUtT madl ' ti ll' ITt',nd f nHIl I' hir h th l' fnl1 owill,l.!' i' t;\k. 'n.
a, IpUlt ..d hy R I.... C arlt on .\, Stapl", in h i ~ " ·flllOIl. pn 'adlt"d

It>
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Ih i) J oh n La n-h ar, h. d. SI·Pt. I:>, 186:'1: II\I'H'h;lIl1 tailor .
"II \l.u L.t'I Squan- and re-idr-no- 011 Ik nt'lll 5 1. in 1821, II I' In.

1.1lt\ I l.l rh horn , ill IRH . II i_ rhildnn we-rr-: An n Lan-har who
tn. Ea rl P. \la" lIl in IR.>6: S.u,lh Ltrt har ( 1 : W illia m
Larrh.u ) and Cha rl01ll' Lan-har ( I R~I. I Rh l). II. , wa _
_Oil of Capt. J olm Lanhar.

Ihri ) Il nn~ C" I\ illg.

( ti7 \.1\";\111)

(h8) S,IlIlU,.] Soul.', h . Oil . 1;. 17-17 : d . J u ly 2li. 182 -1: Ill. \It-hil.lhd
. " ho d . F..b. II. 1811' 1. Thr-v had da u. Fnnnv .\I1d "" 11

H l'Ilr\ . The latter d . l ,llI . ill, 18111: agt; .i l H _. '
S,l1'llu t'l Soule ow n..d a nd livi-d iu all old jlOlN' on what i , nnw

the vun hwcsn-rn corner of till" r-x tutc of the [a t r- J..... iah \\ ', CrooL.,'r,
lll'\t to tbr- Sullivan Dorr r-vtntr-. II ,' acqui red the land inu-rvening
Iwtlu'l'n his lot <HId thr- par'ona~, · rvtnn- of the Fi rst C Ollg: rt'gat iollal
So c. and hi-, Ia ruilv, lau-r, sold hi , ..sta te to Hen r... A. Rhode, a nd
wife, wh o built upon it. Thi- r-sta n- pas-cd to 'H enry J. S!lTrt '

wh,... ' e-xecutor- sold it In .\11'. C rook..r , "liu- par'ona~....sta te, now
8 7 B..nefir Sr., was al_o acquired hy th e Soule fam ily, wh o , old it
III C, '()r~e Ow r-n in 18."19. .\ Ir . O wen lived lu-re many )'('an and
hi-, Iamilv havr- H XT III I.- -old the n tale with till' h",u ,, ',

TIlt' p.i N 'nagl' "a, huilt in I i8-\ hy the FiN Cone. Ch urch a nd
" ;1_ lin t occupied hy R.,\ ,. Eno-, Hi tchcoc k. who d u-d tlw rt' in 180:\'
.\ f,,\\ Y..; lrS lall'r it \ \;1_ OlTllpil'd hy R.·\". II t'Ilry Ed t... who o(Tupied
it u ut il 18:n . wh " l1 it w .. ' '«,Id. a__ a id aho\"!'. Tilt· hi_Ion' of d ll'
hOIl'(' i_ p,lnly \(lId by .\I r. lI itd lm .: k in hi~ dia~ !lO\; at th..
R . I. lI ist. Soc lit- Illl'ntion, tilt' dat.· of Ihl' "rai~ill~oo of till'
fr .ulll· and thC'd"te of hi_ mo,-ill(! into the houS<"- l ll:"t:, :\n-:~ I, 178-1.
oHidin!!:: " \ I.l\ our !ll'\! rl'mo,... IM · to a Hou'>t.' not iliad., h, hands.
'·lnll..1 in th ,: lIea H n _,'O ,\moll!!: ti ll' pa pt.'n of tht, Chll ~ch , al-o
;11 th .. Hi _I. SociC'ty, i_ 01 hill of S.I111ud Xigh till g"a lt· fo r IIMI, ' n a l

fu rni_lwd fo r Ihe hu ild ing, in,-Judi ll/.:: ~ _ E . ru m and \\ hitt· _u~'lr

fo r t ilt' ··rai_in~", TIH' hlll N' \,a~ built frolll Jilt' prtM:,·'·tl- of a
I" ttt 'n '. Tht' ScO(:ie t \, 1001ug-hl " IO(,ut II\ ek e a cr(', h l'l"l' in 17i l 
IMn (;f tilt· !lOI1 lt' 101 ;If J osh u.t \ 'n in.

(W) (;"(lf~" G iHK' r t. h . d , 1826, In 182-1 ( ;"orgt' G illKTt
" ;1_ li\illg a t 19 \\""ylll'''' '\ S t. ;nul ( ; t'n r~ , ' O . Gillll'ft. I'hy- i..ian
;m d . llrg'·fl ll. wa_ a t fl~~ lI igh Sl. ( ;"o rge Gill ...t'l d . .IUIlt' \ I H ~6 ;

;lg " :.9 yr•.

( 70 ) ~Liry Ib k h , d . .Ian . \ I/I:\[, in Ill'r 69th year, h . F,'h . ~l , 1762.
The foll t\" ing i. fro tll 111'1' g r. lll,.\ III11" "t ~onh Hllri .d 1;I ' Hllld '

"Sh.. "as for a " Ti,'_ o f }Ta r_ " l1 g ,lL~Td in ti ll' in _trlln inll ,.f youth,
th ,· first \\ ho t'_lahli_llt'd .1 FI'llI'III' ,\eadem, in thi_ T OI\ II, " hii'll
hy 11<'1' illdu~ Il'Y and ;ulli"hle 'Iu.dificltion_ ,;tt.. illnJ .1 h igh l q UIt .I -

non. Sh e \\a_ a _inn'l"l' and Ir- ndr-r friend Mid lu-r love to c..sd
and l:'ooc;h\ill to man \H'T(' I·on_pit·uou_ tr"i" of h..r diameter."

81",idr- her at tht ' Xorrh Buria l C;fou nd an- hurh-d her pan'Ill"
Timothv and Sarah Bak-h, and her hrorhcr, J ' ''' ' I'IL See PC""
x- . ~7:

(7 1. 72. 71, i.t ) Va ca nr
( i,1) John Hold en C;n "·Il<", arrh in-ct of till' Chunk h. d.

( 76) Vacant
( 77) Thom asCok~, h. d . wacnn Engli-hma n who wac

p ro m inent ma nv w a rs in Providence. h,I\'it1~ filh-d t ill' o ffit"t' of
t'o lll'c'to r of f ll~l;llI'h fo r about rwentv-ficr- \"..a rs. II" wa_ ;l ca ptai n
in tilt' COlllilwntal AmI\" during tl]f' R" ;'-oIu tioll , II, · Il l. Sarah
\\'a lkr"l'. hUI had 110 t hi l~lrl'rl , H is landed pltl l" Tly, illduding: hi
n'~i dl 'lJ('" nt till' r-orm-r- of Snow and \ \ 'I'_l lllin _I" r S t-. 'la_ k-It bv
him lal'gd y til hi , nit't..., Sarah \\'a lk'T, who 11 1. .I a l! l<"~ Cr'lmlor;.
Thol1l ;l ~ C , I I" pp iu a mi T hom as C. ll.ut -horn nud T hOlllas C.
Peckha m IIlTt ' naun-d for hi m. To .\ 11', ll oppin and h i. von. Thoma s
F. Hoppi n, II\' h-It n ' n_idt'r ahil ' n-nl , 'st.llt' ami t tl Fr" d t'r i r~ S,
Hoppin '«Il l of C;ov. \\' . \\' . H oppin , a «vor d that k id b-on ~I \"('n

10 Capt. Col, 's hy (;"11. LaFa~dll' . This vwo rd is ne-nnom-d ill tht'
" ill o f C a pt. Colt'_ and a pictu re of it may Iw _,·,·n in " Ou r F'n-nch
.-\IIics.'

77 ) T hUJnoh r "f kha m, "lll of Tholl\a ~ and 5 ;1rah ( W,·a \"tT) P' Tkh am .
h . .\liddl" towlI, R. I. Sqlt. B. liB:'! : d . Ill. Sarah. dau, of
Sa rnud a nd I. Hlia \\"ard"dl. SIll' d . .-\ pr il I.-I. 1808; age. 8:'1 yr' ,
II., wa~ a dt·p\~ty -c-()Ik('\ () r . L', s_ e u_loll1 11,, \1 ...·. ,lIltl "a_ li\' inl!: at
219 lkndil Sw..·t. 1821.

i8, i9 Va ca nt )

(80) J ona th a n :\d ,l llls. h. IH8: d. '\[.u . IB, IR-W. II i_ pia..., nf hu~i

1lI" _wa_ at 17 So ut h \la in St. and hi_ n '_id,' fl(<' w;\_ on \\'i llia m_
St. in 182-1. IIr h"d d;HI. S.'l'hia. who d . , \ u~, I ~" 18"10: ;Igt'. 70 ~,... .

(8 1) Set h Ad;lll l_s.·u . h. 17,18: d_ .\lanh IR, IAto : Il l. S U _,1I1 Silllll1t lrt ~ ,

H e 'la, a '·Olllllli " ioll merdl;ult. wilh l"side ll...·.11 1111 So ul h .\laiu
St. in 1824. lI i ~ , Oil, S,·lh Adams .I f. h . Taunt on , \lass. J a n . H .
18rKI; d . 18fj!;. Il l. ( I) H arriet E, F . 'JHltT ,lI\d ( 2) Sarah ,
dall . of H " l1 . :\hij.d l Higt"low , of \\'orn·_ll'r. .\b" ,

1112) Fra nd, Haill '\" , h. d , T Ilt' onl \' Fra nd. H'l ile\ ' we
han' found i~ 'ill till' (;nTrw Fa lll ih ' of Rlll ,(I., ' Isla nd. \\ hirh ' ~iI" _
that FralH' i_ Ib il,'" wa_ " '11 of . B.lill' \ of H,,,t oll , \\ ho !II, tI;t'
widow RUlh «:n'; 'I\t' ) Curri..r. wh" d . 1mill. n~, IWI fir_t lllarria g,'
_ht· wa~ Illotl wr o f \\"In. Pill F l " ~l ' lHk n of .\la im'.

( H:I. fl -l. fl.i , llfi, \"a.-ant. )

F l n t l.'o",::rt',VltlOll,,1 So,;dr I'I'U' Hold ers19.-1:!J anllM~I:!
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1\ EWS ;,\O TES

.\ 11". Roelk er addressed the Bri~l nl H isror ica! Sorietv on Septe-mber
~4. El.i l . on T he Seivure (If John Bro w n,

.\1is." Catherine Pin ce of ~IH 7 .\ It'mori;d Drin', C amhrid ge• .\ lass a 
rhusr-tr s, i." en ga ged in rea-arch (,oll( 'nning- the life and work of
Fra ncis .-\ Iexa nd t'r. a n art isl \\ho , atTle to Prm 'ide nce ill I lt:!:l a nd
spellt se\Tral yea f~ ill the (·ity. .-\ llu mber of hi.-; po rtmits a rt' knowll
!lllw pn:s('T\Td in Rhnde bla nd homes. and .\ Iis,.. Pierre \\"ould a ppre
" ia tl' info rma tion a bou t th eir locat ioll and hi,tory .

..\ moll .!!: the orga n izat ions that han' met at John Brm\ n Hou se
during tln- fall art': O ctober 18, 1 ~1 :)1 , The E. O. \" . Cluh ( .\ Ir.
( :lilford II. Xlonahnn spoke on "lhe john Brow n H ou sr:] ; Ortlilw r
19, Rhode Island I ndependenc e Chapter, D. A . R. ( .\ 11'. Leon
\\ 'atson ta lked about Conanicur Isla nd ) ; Xovcmlx-r 1, Esek H opkins
Chapu-r . D. A . R, ( .\ Ir. .\ fi IU)Jl G olf ga ve a talk illu st rated by slides
on Colonia l \\ 'illiarnsbufg ) ; November 10, Review Clu h ( t he title
of .\lrs, Alex .\1. Bll r,~eJ;.~ · s address was I Married a Descend a nt } :
:,\'o\"t'mlwr l ti. R hode Isla nd I ndependence Chapter, D . A , R., Xf rs.
Cha rles B urd i." described co lored slides showing: the D . A. R. H ead
quarters in \\"a."h ing-toll . D. C. ); November 26, T he Providence
League of Women Vote rs ( I' ro fes.<;of H ugh K illough discussed
\\"o rld Trade Expansion-An Essen t ial Pa rt of Uni ted Na tions
1'1 ,l i c ~ ) : Dect-mlu-r Il, Review C lub ( Prole......"or Israel J. K a p-tcin
ta lked a bout A ldous H uxley ) : Dccr-mhcr 13, Pro vid en ce Coun ty'
Garden Club ( .\ 11''-; . H eI('Jl \\" il.<;() 11 gave a demonst rat ion and descrip
tion of Christmas C rcens ) ; Decem ber 19 , Pot u-rv and Po rr-r- lain Cluh
( -' I rs. Clifford I' . .\ Ionahon !en ured o n the colo red slid t's recently
acquired hy th e d ub from .\ Ir. Fra nk Stoller ) : December 2 1, Rh od e
b la nd Societ y of .\ Iayllowt'r Descendants [ Fo rt-fa thers ' Da y Recc p
lion to the Oovcmor, .\ 11". H erbert A, Crowell. .\ Irs. Dororhv Pla n '.
harpist : .\ Irs. ( :;J!\Trl Garth. solnist : .\ Iis.<; I rma H owr-x, l"(' a ~I I' r ) .

•••

ACCESS I();.;S

:\ new com er to the ran ks of orga n iza t ion!" in t(Tcstr d in Rhode
Isla nd history is the recen tlv formed Rhode bland Jewish H istorical
..\ s,'''o r ia tioll . TIH' pllrpo!'c o f th e gro up is to study th e history (If th e
J ews in R hode Island from the period when they pla yed so important
a pan in the nu-rt-antile life of colonia l X r-wp nrt down to the presen t.
omCCl"S of the IIt'W uruani zution an' \ Ir. David C . Adelma n, prcsi
dent : \ Ir. Bernard S(~ gal. vice-president ; \ Iiss \ fatilda J. Pincus.
secr eta ry : and \ 'r. Arthur J. Levv , treasur er. Ra bbi W illia m G.
Braude, Professor lsrael J. Kapstcin . and \ Ir. Alte r Bovman an' also
mr-mbcrs of the Execut ive Commiuec.

The activities of the S(l("il't y WITt' first brought to th e attention of
the television publi c nil Novetubcr '2l , \\ hen .\I r. Collins discussed
and exhibited a number of the ... ign hoards a nd other o ld adwrtising
media i ll the Socit'ly 's rolh-ction O il thr- program " :\t'W Engla nd at
\\"olk" OWl" \\"JAR -1 V .

FWfll Edwa rd \\'insor . lh rn ' smal l di,lri,'s of Co!' l srur-l Ang-dl.
11liSlTIla tll'o us p a pl'ls o f tlu- ..\ng-dl Iamilv. ""\Tral hroadsidn . and an
m-count book.

F rom \\'in fidd T . SI·ott . llli,n ,lb,wolis papt:> rs of .IoM·p h .\1. Coldwell.
From '\ [I's. Rolx-rr C , l lex tt,!. Ini s("d LIIl<'Om papl '!"' and pamphlets.
From -' Ii" LOlli" , Il ohson. Bo"tol) Symphony Ord ll'stra Prog-rarm ,

l~r)O - 1 9:)1 .
l-rom Bradford II. Kenyon. J oh n K r-uvon of Onondapa . hi, liILl"ag,'.

( t ~'p" \H i t1 l'n J

Fr-om till' Camr-ra Cluh of ttlt' Providr-ncr- EIl!~i n"' Till g Srwj" !\,, 1112
{-' '' It,-tnIJOra ly phO[I)gr ;lll h, of Rhod, ' [eland .

From .\lrs. Ch.ulon e Est" y. photol!,Taphs of Ik nd l t Stn-r-t.
From Edwar d \" . Husba nd . no n-s (()IKtTUing John Ihow ll 110 ,1" '.

From ~" ... Earl Owr-n, "" 11 ,lIfl/Jlo /l C o u d o !!.)'.

Fmlll \ , ' illia lll 1) ;I\ .j , ~lill , · r . I~'(/l fr 1IV11 " " of 1111' K ill !!.' , P' m 'ilil" ' "
tlu ' .\'a ll (/ !!. (/II .\d l Cou lllly.

From ~fi ,,~ llop" L. POUtT. ;1 rniniatu n ' of Co!' Edwa rd 1),-"1<'1.
From Fl'all klin R . CU"!lIlian . J l q ' l1 \\ 'illiam, fam ily papn ".

•

•

•

*

•

•



Hi . II"Ct'SS;O IlJ r J a ll \l a r ~

Fr olll .\ 1, .., S . 1'1" 1("[ l t anu .n . 1I ' !to ' , If 'h o ill Ih,. 1:'u ,1 and 11 'ho\ II ' h "

III X ,'a' F II!,! fall d .
Frorn Harold ..\ . C n 'I' Il<', re-c-ords of Ihl' Pionrx-r Fin ' Company, nTonh

of t lu- R hode leland An Asvx-in tion . 'Iwaking Irtll1l!)!"1 [nuu tln- \Val n
\\"ildl Engin" Companv.

F rom .\11'. and M rs. \ \ ' illi, t varnrr , A /l i"lol l' 0/ Ilri\lol COlllll r,
,\{'IHal!l7i" 'lI s a nd [ohu Bro.cnc, G nlllnll{//! o/ II'flIl1ra11!oildl ,

F rom .\ ( i.., F!on 'IHT Estahrook ... /1 ; 110 1y ,,/ Sac kritlr, .Y";1' fl, III! 'I' ick,

From .\I rs, \\"a ltl '!" J. Gi lhnt. Thoma' l rult ois family Bihl,'.
Fro lll .1 01m I I. \\'l"ik pap,'r .. of Ca pt. J I ' n k i n ~ l ). .Ion' " a nd the , loop

Ph dlt ,.

From .\ l is' JltTlha \ \' . Cla rk. Fra nr-iv [kr krr of Yannouth ( tvpc
writn-n ,I .

From .\Irs. l Invr-n Parker. T Ill' ..1 ' 1,1 Bul leti n For S" p tl'lllhn , I~GI ,

l-roru .\11'. \ \"iJliam C . Th urber. lru-ation of fin' \"'x,'" in f'1O\'idI'IlIT
ill IB:m.

From .\I rs. \\'a ltn H. \\'at son, Ea aham . .vt as .achuscuc, lfi,il·/ 9.1!.
From .\l rs. Hen ry \\"harton . ( ;od fn 'y .\la lholl (, nccount hoo k.
From] \ \' hiln,'y 1I0wl·l1 . T il" J)" ,a llt/al/II 0/ [ohn n O; I 'I ' II .

(; "I1t'a logic,11 rn<lll'lial or gl'lll'al ogics of the following families ha n '
al-o h' '<' 11 added 10 thl" liln-arv slu-lvr-, : Au..ti n, Hra nc-h. COlll'lock.
I)ud d . G l iill..haw . 11 01"". j ohanson. .I ohnson . .\ '" lntvrt-. :-';n d a nd . 1'1"11
d h-ton. Putnam. Shenna n. \\ 'illia m...

C ift of Wi llia m (; . Rod kn , Thr W illth m ll Family iii A II/ n it l/.
(; ift of .\Iid"u'l J. \\'a lsh. COlil l'lll/lOWlY lnocd-idc editions of the

lIcclasot ion "/ h id '·llo /do /l f .
( ; ift of ~fi" llt-Icn .\1. Dag)!1'I1. 31 issur-s (If the Pilgr im ncn-s letter,
llon. ' I'lwodo n ' Franris C rTI'n. vt l,f '1 laJh p uhlidu-d by rlu- ( ;"olog:il'

Sur vev. 100t'ri llg: an-as of the- \ ta tl' of Rhod,' Isla nd .
C ift of R ufu, C. Fulkr. nal/mll ill A mrrica an d lR:2R Provid cn o- tax

hoo k.
G ift of t lu- author. La/ ayt/ I,.. Rhndr l slond, hv (; ,'ol g'>W. ( ;;n d illcr,
Gift of Alb.-r t C . R ider. lithoaraph of till' Hoxton C ity C tla n !.. 011

Smilh Hill. 1'10\ idnu .... All gll \t :1. IWiti.
Fro'll [)an a Rill'. d oll a nd rTaJI.. . " hidl IwJoilg,·d tn Cha d ottl" R i, I'.
Fn " ll .\1" . \\ 'i ll iam I I. K..Ilt' I \ On . phnt(lgra [lh~ of CVl'U" and .-\ hig" il

( \\"iJlia lil'l C hurc hi ll a nd dag\ll' IT("otypl '\ of \ Ir. a nd .\ Irs. J " , h ua
W illia m..,

From .\11, . J oh n F;n r. ph otograph of Illl' \\' ,lllTn"lIl fa Ill' Oil R ," I·n n ir
.-\I'l·n W·.

Ily pun ha\,'. Strplll"ll Ga no\ rll\ . II H'1Il0l',Hld urll h, ,,' \-.

lh p lll'l h"\I'. C r'lll' tnn. R, J.. t<l' li' 1. IiB7 111 1' I.

COHn ESl'tr,nE;\CE OF (;O\,EH;\On S"\ .'IllEI. W.-\HD
,\111,1' I -:-75- \larl 'h Jtt«

[, li l ,·,I I" Il f:R'Il \ RII """ I.Lt:" HERl;

urui
(;"::' E.,\U" ;Y (If IIU' \\'.-\HD V \ mL\

C" "'l' il,>,1 I" C LIt"FIIRII P . ' I"" 'I"'''
~a"" ,,· 1 \\ '" .,1 wa, Ihn'" li n,,-, (;" ' ..r",,r "I Hh"d .. 1_1 " ",1. 1:lo i,·1
J ",I;,'" "f ,I ,,· ~U I"' ri "r C" "rt. ""d 1 "· It· ~ " , .. I" rh,' Fir,1 a",1
~ ,·" "",I C,,,,, ;,,,,"t,,1 l:"nr:rt·"..,.

T" 11<' 1'/1 /Il i ,\11 ed in /-,..brua r.\". t 'ri...' $"..~/J I"" ' Iff'; " .
Pr"I" ,;,1 " ..I,·r ,·"" ,1" 1'" " ,,,,1,,,,,,1.

PICT LJ RES OF I' RO V I DEX C E I I\' T H E I' :\ST, 1 7 ~1I 1 - I B ~n

"di"'d h}' C I,,""K~O~ .-\ . C(}U"~ '" :lRI>

[('ontinw'd fro '" (k t"I>... , 1~51, v. 10, [10 . 'I , in,id,' ha "k "ov" r]

TilE .\I ARKET Ho us e and Cil Y Hall W<I \ <I build ing two stories
hi g-h un t il th e yea r 1 7 ~'J5, ' I th in k. wh en the masonic fraternit y, o r
SI. j ohn's Lod gT, add ed anot her sto rv. O n removing the old roo f,
wo rkmen fo un d a mo ng ot he r thinus a large number of l in canteens
\\ hich had bee n used hv soldiers in t ill' war. a nd rhcv all bore t he
ma rk .l I. T . [cm ptv} .

So u th o f the .\I ar kel H o use a nd in the rea r of the jcnr-kes Bu i ld i n g ~

( now occu pied h ~' E. R. Youn g: \ extensive .grocery ) wa s a ra nge of
as o ld and unsccmlv buildinus as wvrt- ever a g.c;tomnal t'd in t he r-enter
o f <I populous and thrivin g t OWII . In the c ha m ber of onr- o f the-m.
enu-red by a high Ili,c;hl of outside stai rs. K insh-v Carpenter" ha d a
turner 's -hop fifl ~-fi\'t> ~t'a rs a.c;o and lx'forc and after that time. H I"

I f-n'n Mayor Da" fort h ', ph" n"))" '" ,,1 lIIelllory o('('as ion"lly I'lavI 'd hi", f"bl' ,
Th,>rh ird ' lOT}' of th ,' :\! a rk" t 1101' S" wa' "dd"d in 17lJ7,

~Thi. hlli ldinK, wh ich stood at ti l<' ('or"l"[ 01 ~la rk l"l S<ju"rt· ,,,,d Soulh M ~ i n
Stn-'N I~ei ,,!,: tIl<' foot of <:011 ,·<:(' Sllel"l, i, pru[,;,bly 1)('110"[ n·!!,..m f",,,'d toda" ",
rfLO' ,\hholt S till tlo" , I', II wa, built €;TU' 17:'10.

::"'iml..y C"rp"nln, SUnof ( )lin r, who di"d .-\prif 28. lit'll" "t Ih,' "K" of ",n" tl'_
"""''' , K i" .r" y Caqwnlt·r . "hair ",~kl'r, lil,' "",n" o tl .... Khod,' 1, 1.-",d..., wa,
also "n<:a<:l'd in "OU"W'''T, b..ing flarl uww'r of tI ... " 'hoOl1<''' "'''''"H. U""d
l " I ~" t . "nd .\li"H/'{' 1"'1""" '" 11l0n ""d 1111(1.
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sup plil·t1 tlw yout h with lop...md the joiners wit h table legs, and made
a nd sold kitche-n and pa rlo r cha irs. sonu- of wh ich a re now r-vtant
a nd art' like-lv to o ut last a larl.':t' portion o f tho!'(' (If modern ma n ufac
t un', TIll" llWlh;lI1i, s (If Ihfl~' da~ .. C:I'lwra lIy mad!' I heir \\ ork fl .r lo ng
service ; bu r as ttu-u nnw arr- wi>-c' r in th eir c:ennation, t hei r a rtid("!
art" ma d e to :;'(,11. like tht, ramr~ described 1)\ Pete r P ind ur . O n t ilt'

Im'Cf floor william Valr-m inc' opcrn-d a -m all re-tail c:rott"r~ a nt!
111('fe r r.mnu-nred lilt' ..trurrurv of h i.. largr fortu ne, ~ I f, Valentine
\\as an indu..trion--, ploddine. prudent . and savino man, ('\1'11 ap
proacbinc tll parsimonv , and many a hitte r tear did he -hcd at the
expendi ture- of puhlic 11I 0l1l' ~ and the increase of tnxe... T o avoid 1.1'

ill!-\: nvr-rtaxed here, he houglu him an blatt' in Cranston. \\ he-re hr
resided '-t'wral ~I';I1·", and t hen I banged his residence to Fall River,
\\ hen' he might hI' ,1111ClTlc:..t hi..flllton facto ries and witnc....... the c; ff l W rh
of hi .. wea lth. fi e died rhcrc, few ~ear'!' ..incr-.

I n nm- of thr- apartment- (If this o ld hkx k was prohahh th r- fir..1
("( Ilion ..pinninl:: jcnnv tha t \\ ,I" ever pilI in operation in thi .. countrv.
.'\ow "ur land il' full of spinninq jennie- and equa lly full of a ..illc:int:
J ('ll n ~ ,:' Thi..piruu-er ..pin nill .~ jcnnv was put in operation bv _\ mln ' \'
[)I' XIt' f , St'nior," allt l \ \"illlam Potu-r." a nd was moved h~ a tra lll
turned hy hand , It .. operation was afterwa rds suspended fin lilt" in 
tr oduc non h~ S,HTlIwl Sla ter at Paw t ucket of t he an of ("(,ItOIl ..pin
ning h~ wate-r pll\\C 'r. ~1 r. Dexn-r wa.. for many year'!' a rr-..idcnt an d
merchant in t his tu w n, and h'l\ inc: all active and inventive min d W;I ~

'Will iam " a l..nrin.. d i,·d In Ldl R i....r j un.. 2 1, 18 YI, in hi . ,'i.'(hl, '· !i"1 vear.
II i, "h;tu,u!' in Ih.. .\( " " ,. / ' /( 1.. ' .. .. " lid "-"""o s l ou,,, ,,1 of jun<' '17 ' !;L1n: " ~ lr _
\'"I.-n lin,· for m:InYy..,,,.. on·"l' i,·d.\ prOrn;tWnl " lac.. in rhis corumunitv. l it- W :l '

a l 0"" Ii",,· " m..mlM"T of th .. s..n.~ I.. o f lhi , Stalt', In hi, VOUlh h,' was "C"Mll,·d in
Ih.. r" ,·o lu l io ,,:,.y .... .tr . " fin th, ' I"""'" h,' d",-ot"d hil",..if to mrrc"nlil. · I'ur,uit _"
h, whic·h, ,,jd"d hy h"hiu of rillid ' ·I·onutll~· I", ;lcq u ir<'d an ample for lUll<' . i ll
hi , 'UUlllln da H h.. " .:,. " 1ll'lIl of o;-n'al "twrll'" a nd "nivil\' and parti('ubrly di"
tinll"i,h..d for clll" holdw'", 'ln d , ,,,.,.,.,, of hi, lI", rnlntik "d.-cntun·, ."

."j ", ~ !. i lL d , ,,"d'·r th, · in , p iTn l m"n"!(Trshi(> uf P. T. Ba rn um , 11;["" a "OlW"ll
" l llo ard H all ( W... tm i", " ·r " " d f)u rta nn ' S llr ,'U ) 0" OClul"'T i , I!I .~O. ,\I ch"
!_Hlh]i,- "uniun "f lid,, ·t, h,.f"n· II\(" pnforman...' Ihe p ri1<' t i ..k'·I , ....hid, ...wa "((·"d
~7 h~ 17 it" I,,·. , ..... ", I'lH',·I",,,'d h~ CuI. Willi,,, u Ru" for $h~ :\,

" l l"l ik, ' t,,";1 l' w " i, I... ,...· lk , tn ' thi, .\ndn·w D",: tn wa, not" <I..",·,,<I'IllC of
(;n·Il'JJy,I"JI w,,.,, "wI"I"'r of I I\(" ~1 "",,, · h ' ''' · Il ' 1l", ln fa l\\ i l ~ · . 110- .... ,,, ]Kltll ill
B" 'COll, ~Lt y 4, 17~I , ;om] di "d "I .\ l lll'''' , .''' Y., Now mh,'r 12, Ifill" II i, wik
",.", ~ l " t ~ · ;.;,· ..... t"" of ;.;'·..... IH>I1.

~ ' II,, · ,,, ...O,,IIC "f Ihi , It,,, "'''lH... ,·"f,,1 :Hl" I))(> Cat pow...- ,pill"i"ll ill C "u, ,,,' S.
Whil '··' .110,"-'" ,,/ S a'",u l S/,,'n . ,I Phila dd ph ia , I lUll I 'tal'" that Il", tn ',
"",..·;,,1'·' w,·,·,· 11.",id ,\ 1L1IL urt\ ;H,d I ~ 'w i , I" " 'k. It m"k", no nn'roln," "f Will i" n ,
POli n .

jF. '\"(' KF.S F.ST ,\ TE or \ IHiOTT SI ILI. ll O l" SF.

COrrtrT of So"th ~b i" SH''''1 .~ n d ~f.l r k rt Sq"at<·

1t,1,II .S I.ibm'"

."

1I.•If""'" ' ''p, "f old .......1" "

1~62 ; Picturrs of 1'1fI;·idn l (f' i ll ,,,,, Pi/II 1~1

the a uthor of manv pn ljl·rts( )f improv cnu-m in the arts, ~mll' of which
\ \('1' (" ."uCtT'-"ful and 0 1111'1'100 not .

T h(TC was n o road t hen 11\ thr- w;t!l'1'sid ." :-< >lllh of the J -nelt·,
o-rate. T o c:'"t inm the old storn. 011 tlu- 1\0 \\1' 11. Leonard. and Ha l~' Y

('"tatt·s foOl pa~'t' ll gt-rs might 1);1 ...." "'TI' ;l plank strf"lchinc: from the
"pol w hercthr- dours uf \,h.1I i.. known a s tlu- Ho p pin Huildinc: no w

' L..un"rd Sin',·' w". {Ill' ti r- t ,In·,-I ,,,,,tit of ~ LIlI.I · 1 S' IU:"'· ru"nin~ I,,"tw'·..n
S"uth ~l a i lL ;I"d Sonlh Wa k r, Ie ,.",i , I,,·" hom ,I". ""'1' of r rm ·jd ,·uc< · ",h, ·" til<'
;Ott·" 1"'lw, '"" II,,· S'I',an· ,,"d Cl'""f"...l SU....1 .. ,.. ,·!t-,tr(·d of I,,, ild i,,o;-' h"':;l\l\in~
in 1'l'!'1-:1O.

an' and ('xtt'J1(l inc; ar-ru.... thr- ..it l" of Leonard St n'I·1.~ "llu- lIsual \\a~ .
however. wa s fro m S"ulh ~ 1 .l i fl Str lTt 110 \\ 11 [III' ~;lfIC:W;(YS, as it wa ..
10 C',Tr y \\ ha rf dow n to the 1,, \\ c-r I M t t o f thI" to\\ II.

There we re s' " ne iIH·Il11sid l" ra h l{· improv cun-ut -, made [ ' l prom ote
hll sine..... fa ,i lit ies ..«ut h " f tlt t' hl'jd ~t' " u till' rhl']" ill Ihi.. lora lit y, htlt
n Oll e ( If ma gni lud{' unt il a f t(,]" tl w ,' ,TI' Illt' flI" r,th k ga k an d h ic:h tid ,'

U.. nua rvl'icturr s IIf Proridence in th:ePI/sfI"



zo Pictures of I' / 01'id rll (p ill the 1'1111 U <l l1 uar;. Pic tures of I'/ Ol' i d l' II U ' III the l'ast ~I

TI ... PIU )VID E,\"C E .\1L"SEl'.\1. '" 111 28

"Coli" " \\·ill i;O llJ, . l'orn 17HZ, of Sci ru.'lo'. 'UtI "f Sq u i,-, ' and ,\nnt ' ( Po ((n I
\ \j ll i .ll l1' _ II ,· 1lIMrinJ S,,,-;o h IJj,kford ill IBIl I.

I( ,I. II .S_ I.il,, ;,,-,\ 1,,,,·, I',,, .. , ",h,·"",,," , -.rol

kind enou g h 10 inform me what i... A"a Pay son 's Chr i...t ian name ?"
O n IlCillg: answered th a t it \,a~ Asa . he n-pcan-d it. ,gan: thanks for
tlu- information a nd dcparu-d.

III 1111 (I «r 111 1~ t here had lx-cn ill t t >\\ 1\ , I fn\ muuths a p ITSI >1I lrv
t tu- na m e «I ( ; , ,[iah '\· ill i ;1ll 1 ~. " ruther all 111lrl 11l11l11111 n.un c [ur t ilt"
t ill 1l"~ . th o u.L:h h<l \ ing srr-iptun- alil horit ~ [or i l ~ usc, \\ h" li r~1 "-ep t a
."I" IT ou High Strcl'l . rlu-n .IIWIWd an ' 1 ~ ~ t lT l l"l l,u· not far Irnm .\ 1ark!"!

SCjtl ' II"(·. thvn figured for a short rime '1 _" a ll aurtiom-er nc a r th e hr idL:t"
ill what is now Ca nal St ITC( ; .u that lime onlv a po-sihh- street. Fr011l
rh.u I. )( ' ,11 ion he trausfelTI'!1him-e-lf t, I till' I' rt l\-id l'1l "(' .\ luccum, l '1'I't,
-iu- the Bapti ~t \!ert ing HOIl."'" ha \'ing bouuht in: and t here he \\ a ~

rh-crrn-d 1(1 he thl' un-a n-st ('llf il1sity a n101 11 g~ t his whole rulk-r-tinn of
wo nd l' rflll product ions. HI' was uni que. if nOI 0 /1 11'/ . 11 0 1 n U lIT In

in September IS15. These ha\·in,C; swept awa y the greater part o f the
o ld buildings ~I alldi n .g on th e wha rves. wh ich before that even t had
been insuperable obstacles in th e wa y, a hig hwav wa s SOOIl after
opened and became So uth ' Vat n St rr-r-t, whi ch has since lx-cn the
grea t rom me rcia l mart o f Providence.

Less tha n fift y yea rs ago the oystn ben ches were 0 11 the so u therlv
side of \larkn Square. westw ar d (If th e Market Hou se, a nd there
also was the fish market. T he fish wr-rr (,,,poscd o n benches wi thout
shelter or l·o\Tring, T hen and for seve-ral yea rs a fter th ere was 110

South \\'a ler Streel to be obstructed by t he vendors of t hose arti cles.
.\ ." th o ugh that sm a ll spac e was nut suffir-k-ntlv cro wded. a pe rson was
perm itted by th e munici pal a ut hor ities to place an old bu ilding di 
n·rtl y aga inst the wt-...t end of the \ [arket House. blofk ing up nn e door
and thereb y making spa('(' for a reta il gw cery sho p. T he cellar of tln
.\ farket was then u...cd for the storage of ston e lim e. In this small buil d 
ing Asa Pa ys on" wa ... first ushered int o not ice amon gst lI ... a ... a ,gro('n
an d ob tained ma ny customers of suc h as required gro rcrics iu a sm all
wa y. the grea test portion lI ~in .g t hem in th e shop b y t he ... implc prof e:<.-"
of (Took ing the elbow. A ... a considera tio n for thi s occ upa ncy o r public
la nd . Pa vson a greed th at th e Town W at ch . then wishin g to qui t t he
Old H oo ker. where we last left them . should occ upy the shop durin g"
thr - n ight. "'0 that thi... sm a ll bu ildin g" bc(·ame a sto re by da y and a
publ ic wat ch house by n ight. ass um ing: the same hybr id character a~

the piece of furniture m ent ion ed bv th e pon. "A bed by nigh t- a
ra ...e of drawers by dav. '

:\ citi zen as wel l known fo r th e e-rce-n tr iritv o f h is character a... for

th e goodll (,:<'-~ of h is hea rt an d ...tlTngth of intel lcr-t, Obadiah Brown .":

co m mon ly called Squire Obad iah to d i...tinguish him from his cousin
O ba d ia h, son of :\ 10...('.". m using o n hix nam e. Asa l' a vson, which
wa~ not fam iliar in the place....u-pped hurriedly in to t he corner br ick
store. a nd tou chin g both heels altcruat clv with the toe of either shoe,

ill hi... cha rac-t r-t-ixt ic manner enqu ired "Xl r. Hoppin . w ill yo u lx-
" Prohably ..\ . " Pa}son ( [7 8 2-186-1). who wa, hor n and di ,-d in WOOd' IOCk,

Connn-t i,·uf . hut who. acco rding to Th ~ /l isrM )' vI W ood.< tock {\ ....o rc..'''·' .
I 'J·n J. Y. 8, p, 8 3. by Clarn ,...· W. Ho w,-n , 01 1<0 live d in Pw vid" n<·" a nd j), 'n u i, •
.\ 1,,.,,,,' h0'" I ts.

'''( )h:<diah tl ro w n ( 171, 2- 18 15 1 w as th ,. , o [] o f J o" -ph tl ro w n . sec ond o f tilt'
·· Fo ur Hl'Ol hn •.·· ,\ s I,.. di ed lltol"ani,·d ;o m] II" , [i tw " f .I" " 'l' h Brnwn i, nO,,
", Iln, ·t , li n k ha< I",.." ",riun, a bout hi on ,



<'0 ' /'11"1 111 1'1 of I'roridcuce in t nc Past [ J <l ll ll a l ~ / ' /1 III if'S of /" 0 1"11/ ,.,11<' ill t hc /'flJl '2 .1

name than ill ~PtTt h a nd address. His pn~(lll cannot he (k~Tibt'd

t hat look , thai tOIll '.lhal s-mphasis -c-alas th ey han' pav-ed a"a~ In
IN.' rtTolln In! hv conu-mpora ric -, hUI not to he delineated for ~lIr·

t<Tdin g- 1-:ellna lioll". II c had ;1 peculiar way of rfT(llllllWlldin l:: thr
art idt'~ II<' ofh-re-d at auc tion. and his comparoon- would not infn-.
q lInlll ~ ~U1-:t:: t'~ 1 t Iw r no.., cn ur-squc im'lI.:n. Puttin c up a tuh nf hurter
t'll e d;l\ for s.k lit' Mid. "Corne now, hid away like-..moke : what ~1l11

£:"o int:: lU ,~i \(' for th i.. ·n t· hultn! Start it . for I' ll he killed lIutrichl
if it i-n' t a-, .I::(,od i. ruh of huttr-r, a ~ you rv er stuc k an axe into!"

O ur friend . Squ irl' t Jba di ah . for I r-ver esteemed him a~ uru- "f m~
he~1 fri end". ha d ~n'n Ih i ~ name in t he Il('w~papc.>r and heard it n-,

peau-d O il 'd lal11-:t' .md the-re \\ a ~ a seeming oddity about it that

PliZZII'd h im \" . r~· than di d :\ "a 1"l\''(1Il '~. ' He wished. not that
heaven would m ak e him -uch a man , hut that some PO\'!'! would
rusua llv t hrow him in h i~ wav , th a i he miuht 1'01'1'. know, v-an him .
and his 0\\ n will ~(lnn ~an ln! what Da me Chan ce de-nied . H I' n rn..1'

nne mo mi nc n-..olvrd to make a bol d pu..h and at all 1'\"('Ub and haz
;l rlb to ....·t· Iht" oh jer! wh idl had clll;rn""l'd so many of hi.. wakin ~

t houC;hl.. a nd had IN.TII ;1II iunlhu~ 10 di~turh hi.. n iglll ly fl' ''!. H t"
pn 'rt ·edt·t! tip f l iJ.:h ..... tnTI Iwa r ib jllnf lio ll \\i th " ·t·~ ( m i ll"h' r. a nd
Ihnt· h i ~ t' \C '~ rT~h'd O il ,. ~il.:l1 hoard in."..-rihnl Go/iI/II I r illiflm I. Ik
I't'ad il O\ l'r a lolld. ,lm l lo " 1I1<I k(" a...."ura IltT douhly ~ lI rc'" ("{·pt·.lIed 1111'
I't·..d ing. and t!WII applOathing Iht· door. ~aH' a ~lIrrt'~..ion of loud
r.l p~. \\hit-h r;li:'nl ( ;ol iah fro m his hreakf;I~1. a nd hrought him W O Il

dtT in.c; 10 th t' door. " \\ '1'1 1. \\ hat i ~ wanted !" Mid G olia h.
" 1 w i~h , Sir . 10 'IT :\I r. G oliah Wi ll i a rn~ . ,'\ ir:'
" , rell. I ~ ll Ppo~c ' rill Iht' man you' re arter:'

" Indel'd. Sir . Mt' ~llli tlH' H'ritable G oliah \\·illia l11.<l" wal king
I01l1ld . ~hrul:: ,l::illJ.: h i ~ ~ holl ldn". altlTII ;ul"ly louching eMh hn·1 an d
t l o~d\" ..un'('yin,l.! Ih i." rart' ~pt'l i lllen of humani ty,

" \\"1'11. I ,1:: 1I 1'~S [ ;1111 . and nohod y d ,"e:'
"Be kind 1'llUlII.:h 10 lum rol111d. ,\I I. \\"illiam..... \\hid t'rT<t1Jt '~1

Iwill1.: lll lliplit'd \\ il h 111' l onlillunl. " I am \er~ ha p p~ to ~t'(' YOII. :\11.
(;oliah \\" j ll i ; ll ll ~ . ( ;" " d 1lIIlrnirl,l::, Sir; good 11 11' rn ing. :\11'. (;ulia h
, r illi<L lll--:' ;Intl turning 1011 hi." hrd (!t'p;l rtn\ lca\in ,C: (; ulia h IH'
wildl'ITd a l lilt' ..'t·l1(·. I.ike lIlt' Llil IMlher in Thll l11 ~u ll ' l' S /,II WII .I

'".\ stupid IIIU1111 '1I 1 1Il "l iol1k~.. hI' ..(nod :' <L m! 1111'1l C;"li;d\ rnlll1led
h i ~ hl" 'l~f.I "1.

\\"e ta ke leaH' of ( ;ol iah. hUI ( an1101 refra in from gi\'i ng- a few ch a r
.lt l lT i ~lic anecdote, of :\ 11. BIOWIl . He was aroused ou r- cold nizh t
and hearing some ruu- in his wood va rd, he opened a w indow and
t';llIl::ht a man in Ihe H'r y at t of ~lt·;t1ing wood . H i.... vrnpa thic-, wen
awa kened to learn t ha t one- of h i~ ft·llow inha bita n ts. \l a," de-nt ure of
[ue-] in ..uch inclemen t wvarlu-r, anti instead (.f w.lIning him off a-, a
Ihief. he n it'd to him, '·Uc· so kind . Sir, ;IS to rak e what \OU want uIT
tlu- ot her pile. which i ~ mille, and put that ha rk 011 :\!·olhn '!". wh o
will be .l::fl·atl~ .l n nn~ t'd to lind a nv t.:"tl lll" in the mornin g."

H e would Irequcnt lv, \\ he ll in a wakeful mood at nicln. rise fro m
ht'<! a nd take a 101lg: wa lk for cxcr riv- . 011 one occa..ion , it is said. he
and his brother-in-law . Rich ar d \ ' "a rd .l : found themv-ln'!' 0 11 th e
road to Taunton on a hea ut iful moonliebt ni.£:"ht . Crrn....int.:" the Green .
abo ut break of da v. Obadiah e-xrlaimed, " I haw ju..t fu'und thr- k t' ~
of uur house in m~ poc ket. an d W(' ha l r-H >IIU' ( 1fT and 10(ked mothe r in
a nd tlO mistake. SIII"11 find hn ",, 'lf in a q uandary by and by, but it
ca n' t be helped now , and if ~ 11t" ( ';11\' ( g: ('1 flUI I" her own effort.. ~hc

m ust a la ml th t" lIt'ig hhtl r~ :' ,\ lId t llt"n Ihn cl\I'l'I"l'd .\ I\HlO(I":-. H old
fflr rc ·~l and bn·akfa~l. '

W hile hc wa~ hold il1 t.: a J lI ~t in'\ ( :ollrt OntT a defl'lula nt in !'''IlW

ta~" lilt-da plt' a of i l1 fa llt ~ and prmnl him"",lf to hc' Ilndn ;Ic;e. J u..t it(,
Brown fCIIlMkt'J . " It i.. law . li.w. :"lir . and no llIi ~l akl' . hu t a IlWall
a nd nmlt'm plihk plt'a for a IIMII to ma kc' 10 l::t't f lt-ar of a n h"l1 t,~,

dd ll. ;Ind nIl tlIll" whtl ,a l l~ h ill1~df it .t.:" (·l1 tk m.ln w(,u ld dcg:r.lde him,
."l"1f ~l Iowa.. to makc il:'

Thl' follow inl:: inr id t"nt wi ll ~ hl1w how il dd ihn al in: body ll1 a ~ hI'
illllu("f l( ('d a nd ~wa ~l'd h~' a h;tpl'Y hit o r ;111 aplwal to det'p root ed
prejud itT, ra the r lhan IJ ~ a ll ilq,(Ul1u·l1l. ..\ llI,lIl of tht' minoril y part ~

produced hi.. dcc'd of rl'a l t"~ latc' in Opt'l1 Tow II :\ !tTting. ill .1 tim e of
hi,l::h part ~ exritl'llH'llt , in I H () ~ ) or 1111 0. ;lIld bt',l.~".I.:ed 10 sland pro
j1lJllIHk d for admi..sion ;IS a fn 't'rn ;III, 11(' h,.d lln l'r btT n ~parin .g "f
ill\('di\'c again...! lht' 111ajoril ~, ;llldlhndorT an ohjl'nioll wa .. made
In h i.. being propounded, '1'1 \1' )'( ' \\ ;1 ~ 110 pl't'(('(knl for h i ~ ]ejellilln.

hili a lon g- d l'hate anN'; alld ll1any of t hl' P;lIty. \\ ho had the pOWtT
tn reject. donhtt'd Ihe polin. prnpri t·ty . or Ih .. righ t til ncr,i~e it.
"doubt hung 0\"1'1' 11ll" llltTlillg fllr ;l h.llg l illlt' ; \\ ht'n Sfjuirc Bro wn

1~ I{;"h"rtl W ar d ( 17h,"l- 181l1l ' . "'" n( ( ;"' 0'I1I" 1 ~ .1l 1l ", 1 W.•rtl, ""'Iri,'d El j ~
.,I"'lh Bro" n, d~u~h l"1 ,,{ J" ' q , h.
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af()~e and said , " Mr. .\ [oderator. I see no reason for wa."ting' an~

1110rt· time in a protr-acted discussion of th is question . I han' learnt.
Sir, in this room, th a t this man not lon g sinn' appl ied to the Tam
mall~ Sl){'il'l y for admission and was n-jectcd . 1\ow, Sir, will this
IO\\l1IlHTting' receive as a freeman a man that that S(lcit'l ~ reje lts ,J' 
The ell en was dedrical. TIll" vou- was taken and th e applicmion
wax rejected. or more properly. the right was den ied. .\ s the name of
the T amma ny Society , or Columbian Order. ha s thus l)l'('tl irnidr-n
tally introduced, I deem it proper to state tha t Oil its roll were the
names of most of the members of the Republican part y of that time,
and thr-v included some of the most able and repu table men in th is
town and -tatr. Hut at that time of pa rty excitement no Fcd('fa list
would adm it tha t truth any sooner tha n one of the Republica n party
would speak in pra ise of the \\-ashil1 ~ton Benevolent Socict v.

I'as.....in,t: over \ \"eybossel Bridcc one day, Squire Brown t-ame near
a ,t:;-ro up of ~ oll n g- men, one of whom, J ohn .\1. Pcr k'" was im itatin g
some of Squire's peculiarities of tone and g'e"ture ami n-pcating one
or more of his charactcrisric remarks. T he speaker. turni ng sudden ly
and s('eing' the ori ginal, was ~OI1l('W hat abashed, but was prevr-nu-d
from making a n apology h~- .\11'. Hrown. who goo<! -nat lll"n l1 y said,
"Vcrv \14'11, M r . Peck. ,ny well indeed : I co uldn 't h,I\T done it bet 
In mvs...If. "

.\I f. Brown was a Committeeman or Commis-innr-r on the affairs
of tlu- exploded Farmers' Exchange Bank l l and .\ Ir. Murr ill \\a:
Attorney General and prosecut ing officer against an y delinq uents.
The latter one da y ITCci\Td a pa ckage from the Iornur. who was ill-

1:\J o h n ~I ,' t lw"" on P' -"k, son of (;o loud W ill ia m and ,\hi'lai l ( ~ t a l h , -w 'onl

P"l'k, II " d i"d ,"dd" nly a t :SO "w Yo rk on J a n" a ry 12, 181:1, al Ih" .1'1'- of l",nll y
fuur.

I'F"il"r" of du- L lr1un ; E"c ha" ge R" n k of ( ;lo' T_, uT in 18 0<1 hro",!"h l 10 li~hl
11", m OSI .canda lo". IUol'O '"dinl>;' in th,· hi, tory uf R ho d ,' h la nd hank il1g. T I",
ha nk was foum],",l in 11104 hy a I>:"mu~ uf prom;twl) l "ili,cl)' o f ( ;\o l'O ,. le r ;lnd
n"arl" lOw,,'. Fo r lolU' 'ears tIl<' di n 'n o r' ,,,, ·d th" hank', fll IHLs a, ""'lIwd 1Il0,1
lu t lw' l' 0"" tina l1<" ;,,1 inl;· ..." t, "lIlp10,in ll' d ", 'IOrkhol d!'rs' "'01"') ill " ,r1'\. ,e b ,·n"..
'" Illl' ,'p,'rubli,,' I'un'h","' o f <.: ra ill ill I Lnl fo n l for tl "' ir ow n a,"{'o"nL T h," th,-u
",Id O\lt 10 ,," ""'n mol'!' ""wr"p"lo,,, ad"cnturn, .\ ndn·'" ]) ,·" In , Jr., of 110'10" ,
wlo" in th, ' "0 \1 "-"" of hi, 'I',...ulatiom h"d hill, pri" t. 'd in ,,,ch brj.!;'· lI",,,hns th;ll
Illl' prl"Sid"nt "nd ca,hi,.,. ""'n' llu:lhh- 10 sign thctn 'l"ielly ,'no,q,;h to fill hi,
rh-ru.rudc.

W h.-., th, ' F:'u mn s' Est 'ha n" " lIa n k dO,"'d its doors ill lllil" its vault remained
$116,48 ill ,p",:i, ' in ('onll':"t t" 1"o"" than $:;()O,OIlO of ;ts ...onhl... , hill, in
eire "lati oll . I n,-,-,t i<>; .Hio n kd din nly to do",r 01'111 ' sUl'l"fvi,ion of II ... man)' 10f,,1
h"nk> vf II". J-ll'liod.

~L\RKF.T SQ UARE ill l Ilt" 1841)'s

'" il looh d ",hen D 'm fo rlh was I>:"ivillg h ;s 1'·'·11J1....

defati gahl e in th e investigation . with th is letter. "Hon. james Burrill.
Jr.-Dear Sir. I herr-with forwa rd a par-kajn- of paper" and docu
nu-nts ill relat ion to th e Fa rmers' Exr hange Ban k, whic h will require
y 0 1lf immediate attention. Despatch is the life uf business, as Capt.
J o. Cooke lJIH'~ wrote his owners at Providen ce after he had In-en
lying six weeks idle at a sout hern port bound for the \ \' ('.~t Illdit's.
Yrs_ &c. 0, Brown."

On one occasion he was cOIJ\'('fsing with a gentleman in the stn-ct ,

when Alexander joncs.!" then la r,t:ely l'lI.l;'ageJ in the cotto n trade .
c-arne a long and stopped within lisn-ning distance . Hea ring a remark
made about :-01TIC om- whose name he did not hea r, he approached
nearer and inquired , " Who is that you spok e about?"

l:' .\h-"a ndcr Jones ( 17b4_18 _Hl) ",a s a n:\ ti",' of M ilfo rd , ~ t a . s ach " " ,lt s , a nd"
<'Ias'lIla l" of "Squin'" O had iah Bro Wll a l R ho d e Isla nd Coll ,' foi:" IBro wn L' niw l'
,it; I , ", lin e lhe}' rt'{'(-i,...d rhr-ir dCl': re," in 1782, .-\ ft..r a h r i"[ " '" fa ring """"-1
I... "-ll ll'd in C harl"S1on, S. C., ",hn " h,' hen""," a Io-"dill~ commission mercbant .
In IHOS h,' rt·ruo".·d per lua nn,t1 y lu Providence, lI"' l'ea fll 'r Il'aininll' 1'l'U", in,·ntT
."" ccttouuroker. IIt' l ...er-n 181:1 and u n 8 Ah- ~ a nd"r JOI1,"-, """ m'd 11ll" Sli m, o u
D im:'" ho uS!' :It Ihe "orn,-r of .-\ n foi:e ll S Ir"!'1 ""d Lliu w n Piar ,·, D ur ina his n-,i
d, -ru... Ih" r!' 11<" ra lkd Ill, ' !',I" I'· " lIdlc-\'",· ...



Jonatha n R ussell" and W illiam Charles '"hi re, law yers ." and David
Vinton, w ho kept an (·X len~i\'t· fan cy J.:(I( l(b and jewel ry store." He
ga\'(' the name of ' ·;l1 lon·s Corner tn t he hll ildin ,g at t he junct ion of
Xla rket Square and Xorth :\!<Iin SllTt 'l , which for a ..hort !-pac(' north
from the co rner wa s r -alk-d {:Iwap:-id(' : and by t he name of Vinmn',
Corner that !-pot i.. now ~ l'n ("fa ll y know II a nd oft en ca lled by e1dt'rly
cjtin ·m . Xlr. Vinton W;I:- a mall nf nlll ~idtTahle ind usrrv ami enter
pri-c. Iorming man~ plans. n('culin.c: a:- man y of rhem as he could.
and not de-pending if others failed . He- wa :- om' uf the WI-ahead nu-n
of the' din . About fonv -five H ' ,In< :-illf(,. Ix'inc; owner of the co rne r
build inc;. 'and Ie-ee of ~he lal~d from (-;O\TmOr Fenner . he caused a
third :-Iory to be added to it. rai:-inl{ it hil:;h a bove its kllo\\:- in that
humble ran ge. This was thought 10 IH.· a prodizal expenditure for a n
inadequate o bject , a .. the businee- of the town \\ ould not warrant t he

building (If rooms at such a hciuht from the ground . But -oo n the
-ccret came to li~ht. which show ed the rogllt"" Ihey lied .

.\ 1 that t ime Scipio Bren ton. well known to t ill' lovers of good ca t
ing in day!- of yore. was a tenant lx-low in the build ing. \\ here he kept
an oy:-tl'r and vict ua lling cella r, and the object of this new supn ·
..trudure was 10 accommodate him with ,I larc:e'r. mon' airy. and bt·t
ttT fmi..lwd hall for ..det"t parti(~ . Thi:- t'xtt' lI!-ion of ~( ipio's c!-t:lh·
li:-h nwnt was not su lli('i('lIlly lun ali\'(' to ;llIo \\, {If ib IOIl~ COlltinuanu".
T Ilt' ha ll wa" aft tT ;1 ..hnrt JX' rind ("{lI1\Tl'\('d into iI Print inc: O ITin ".

~l J o na lha n R",...II ( 177 1. 18 32) . son of j o n"lha n R " ..r ll o r Pro,- iJI"IICt", Il'rad 
ua ll"d rrom B,own in 17'lJ wilh h ill'h"'l ho no", Th...,·;,lt n hI" , I"di"d law an d
"n 'll'ao:.'d in a 1Ilt"r("a n l ik rarrr r in I'ro" id r ur r . .\ , Iro llg j ,·ffr r...n ian in pol it irs .
hI wa s a ppoi n lt"d , lItl 'l1-' d'''Uairo .,1 " a ri. h y ~l"dl"'n in 18 lO. II i. lal l"r hfr
w,,, d"vou'd to diplo",,, fy a nd J->Ol ilj,-....\Itt'r 181'l hr l i.-c·d ill ~b,sa(" h " ,rm

~~S.'a rc h in nun...rou. While ' !!,'",·"I"ICi.·, n 'vI';'!> I' ul 0111' William Charks Whilr
wloo "ould h;l\Ic' pranin·J bw in I'wvid"nn' ;' 1 Ih. · IH 'g inn in,! uf tl ... Ili""le" 'nlh
,' ..nlHn . I I.. w'l ' \'i ill iam ( :h"l'1", Whitt· ( 1777· 18 18 \ "-'n of W ill iam Wh it<' of
Uo'luu'. II... wa ' a lawYI ·r. huc 1·"idl·II11y· . p.'n l " I ],-'''1 I'; , lat>·, y.'ar' in \\·o r...·'\I· ',
~1 ;lSs:" ·h,,sc'ln. D,,,, i,·1 ,\ p l,It' lOII Whil.'. "fhr lJ~ur~",, ~ r J of lI' i l/ i {/", lI"h il ~

I 1I" , to n . 11189 ) , ]1. 5'1.

~;; O",'iJ V ;llt Oll ( 177·t· 18 :1O), a n',li .... uf ~ 1, ·dfOld, ~"' ''a d''' '' · ll s , ca nl(" 10
l' ro" id ,·u ...· ;l< " young ""'" "(<'I w<>lkill~ f"r " wh ik ill 1I0' lo n. H i, wif, ' wa,
~l " ry :\tw..lI, da,,~hln of .\ " ,n. ..\ Iwdl "f r·u ,,,id '·lln ·. \ ' illl"n ', advnli,n,wms ill
II... (;{/:,II, ufln, 0...."1') ,,..,,,] \. " ,'ol",,,n. T h,') "tT", ",,-h "ali"d ,,, tid,'s ",
'1"·(1;,,.!t-,. paint I",,,. ·s, p iallo,. L" ", I'0wd. 'r. " ho" ,,' , 1".,,,lh, ho,,,'. I"",d, dOlh
and 1I,', h hr"'h... ... "", d ia l" ''' ' '''''' , " ll l' ~ lJr l) .... S I! ( in h;,lf 'I"int;,] . j wa r·
,anl..d 10 Vk",,, : if uol nnlh;HIC d "HICnllur Ih, ' 111 <1 ,n" ;,I, a",1 Ill<'",..10 u ·lurl l<"d."
.."nlC'· of '1'1'0"'" witb di ...·" l iull. lu r lll"kinll' _' IR"n' h.,. 'r. ;,nd "/'''/17,1 SCOTC II
11I;":'1 M F.:\'T fo, d,, ' ""I<' 01 t"" IT<: II I ;": Fen ' R 1I01. ·RS ··

26 p jft u rr l 01 I' voride nce in the Past fjanllan

:\I r. Brown , plOhahly not pleav-d wit h the interru ption or r ruu-rru
inc: the- ad a:- a bn-ac h of ,gllod manners ra nlv replied . "H r- i!'o 110t a
man. Sir. \dlO hll Y ~ much colton:' :\ lw rson IN>." deficnu- in his lau
guagl' mig:ht han- replied. "XOIlt' of your business."

Hca rim; ~'nH' ruu- spe-a k of 1H.·ing thir stv, he remarked . "T hai is a
\Try common complaint. for I often hear fo lks sa l' t hev a rt' thirst v.
" 'hy, Sir. I never wa_~ t hirstv in lin life: I never ~1l()W · Ill \ ...elf tu h I'

IhiN y, for ju-t 1H.'fon· , think I ma y 1)(" thirsty, I alwn vs g ,'l and t,lkl'
~onU'thing I n drink : '

Olu' n-ry warm afternoon he wa" SC:Tn on the sidewalk in front of
hi" door ar u-a time lakine: that b-vcraee in the oJX'n air. olca!'o iona lly
placinc hi" cup or saucer on I he po~t near rhe curb stone. .-\ n ncquain
tauce pa~,jnc: by remarked. " You han' chosen a comfortable plan'
for lakin .1:: your tea : ' "There arc l\HI decided ad\'antagt"" in it: '
replied .:\Ir. Bn .\\ n. "1 ra n el1 jn ~ thr- coo) air. and hale all out dCM'r"
for a slop IXI\\ 1. "

O n the !'oih' of the impn!-ing granite blo ck on the north of :\larket
Sq uare was", ran!.::(' of 10\ \ , \\nud huildine- t'>,;tending [rum the «lcl
Coffee I lou)o(' 10 Ihi' corne-r t'a:-(ward . .\ monc;!-t the on' up:lIl'-' \. hom
J can call w mind wen- Benjamin Huppin . auctionee-r;" :\l ullro.
Snow. and :\1unlO. nwrr hant~ ,lIld ~hip 0 \\ lUT,,: I , ,,' illiam Lt'(', rel ;lil
.c:w f ('r: 1

' Jo:-hua H. " 'uud : I
" J t"l!'c..ph 1..1\\feIKe. in,-uram'e hrllkn ::"

1lilknja min lI oppin ( I H 7· 18OC') w ;.. Ih, ' round"r of Ih c- (amo". Rhod,' I. b nd
hr all("~ or Ih ... I IOl' p ;1I ralll il ~- , lono: p rolll i""nl in Ih,' uusi "'·... polil i,·al . a nd " ,,1.
lural lof... (>f Ih.. , 1"1t·. D"rintllh.. R",, 'o lu l io n h..... rw d as a c;,pl"in in Ih.· Rhod,
hland lin ... a nd lal rt w;" ;' n '''H' li o '''~'r .l nd ""'rrhanl in f'ro,·idr nc....

I' For a dread.' I...ror .. il. fa il" n' ill 1807 ~l u llTo. Snow. a nd \( " n ro r:Hlk,'J
hio:h amo"tl l'ro"id"n"r tr ... rr ,,,,l ilr r o urc-rn ' . o" .. n ing in p"n or in whol.. Ih .· . hi p'
.\1"' J . .\to n ,,)'. Pal/ow" . Ur bura. and Z" " " bi". Ihr hr io: s fl op r and Ind~ JI'l' ,
a nd olhn , mall... , '......1<. "arlnns in II,.. lin" ......·Tt· j ,uun ~t " n r<>. Sa tll",.[ Snow,
" nd »l"I,j'"llin M U"lo .

" Wil!i"m I.,.,. l i\'td un ' \" " U" in<lr r S In" '1 i"'1 ...a'l of tI,.· , il" on wh i,.h II...
,\ rr a u.. W;" l.'ll"/ ..,.•..-I,·d 11,· w" , li' <1 n,a rri c'd 10 .\hilpil I\.i" n ir ul h . WhO'll I"
had " '\"nal d, ilul. 'n , St... d i,'d ,\ p , il :l(), IllOll, ;n 10 fony-ninth I,·;, r . "",I un
S' ytt·lllt.,·r 2;•• 1811 .1 ... ltlarri"d .\ n, I;, l ·" d ik... . daud,l uf LudOl. 'i;'k l 'pd ik,' " f
\\ ,,· \;.fued . l..' c· d ...d (klnhn 21. 111 1-1, al tl,,· a~, ' nf fifty·f, .... .

lI'jo<hua U. Wuud w,.. " I"n",) hr"kn," p,"filal,1<- u"""palion ;n a pnio,1 .....I...u
,nml I', d,]i, ' 'H,d n",,, y pli" " I" "nlnllri,," W"n' <"pporl"d hj tI". ,al. · "I lnll"1\
l i,.k",. , H i. wif. ' El i; ;, Rut h , whu", h. · lllarrird O l'l ohn 4, 1810, wa, till' ",.·",,;1
'];,"I/;hl'-r of :\],-"all,k, j Ul"" "~SO', · nOh' I .'} ) . III Ih" I;,I,' 18211", ~ I r . j o nn ",o",·d
10 N,·... Yo, k, 11 ,· w". IK"11 '" /{"tiaud . ~f ;""K h u ' l"1 I ' , I\;o''l"IIlI",r HI, 177'1 a nd
di"d al 1\:,'w y",k Cil\ , ~l.ll d , 2 , Ill .'} :!, '

"" Iu 1774 JU" ' ph I." ""'...·nn· 01,O"/)("d II ... firsl in,urant·" hrok"ra ii:" ill I' m " id ,·" ,-,·,
I.al ,·r II<' ..... ;,~ 11,,- h"1 "·,'n·!;,,,· uf Ih, · l',ovid" IK" ~ 1 \1l u a l Fin' Im ur;' Il("r Cor".
p.,m I to- di"d in 18 11 " I IIIC" 'a lot.' of .,i" t" ,'. lwo.

Pictur es 01 /' 101·;d,.,/((' ;/1 the Past
,,--,



Pictures of l'ro1'idfllle ill thl' Past [j,tl1uar~ Tti e 1301h .-I1I//lw/ M edin .1.:

and Scipio 's t-hen y \' i:<a,c;e was OIH'(' more consigned cxr lusivelv to the
region below. Th is llyMer cellar [ thr-v were not ter med J{//~n1/s in
those da y:< ) W<l.< a ste p or two lin the road of progress: it was a great
improvement over any ot her establishment which had lx'r-u <It

tempted. His oysters wen' cooked ill a greater var-irtv of wavs: and
venison and soups and past ry prepa red hy Srip and his helpmeet Katy
were ('\'(,1' at hand to suit t he tastes and sa tia te the appetites of gour
mands. Sri p continued to thrive in this business "buying golden opin
ions from all sorts of nu-n," who visited his cellar, unti l t he Town
Council. in an rvil mr uuenr for him and hisa.<piring hopes, dedared for
sundrv good reascms them thereunto moving hu t nothi ng im pugning
t hr-character of Scip, t hat no lirr-nsc should he granted to a blar-k Ilr
("(l lore d p1Tson. Sc ipio, ( I had almost sa id hi' hung his ha rp Upoll
the willows, but Scipio had 110 :<111'11 instrument, although he did h.u-]J
Inng on thl' S('\"(' rity-of tha t order in counci l ) hung up his fryin .g pall
an d gridiron, and ndaitlwd in all the plli.gnan cy of despair. " O thel
lo's occ upation's guru-."

The reason why thr- T own Counci l decided to rcfu-«- lin ' l1M's to
coIn red pn:<ons shou ld be explained. lest sorru- Frf'e Soil hearer mig-ht
a rraign that Board, of w hich J then constituted a part , for injus ricr
towards t!escrndants of the African rare. A nother colored man had
wit hin a short time set up an opposition line in a ce llar not far distant.
An a ffra Yrook plan ' one ("Tnin,g" am ongst his compa ny of rowdy whi te
m en . an d in trying to quell t he disturba nce the keeper was killed . It
was thr- opinion of the Council that a man of color could not ha ve
that influence in his estnhlishment whic h was IWC(':<:<a ry to prt'Serw
order among his palefao-d r-u-tnmcrs. and therefore the prohibitorv
ordinance was passed.

But Scipio recovered from the shoc k and was ofu-n employed at
hotel", by restorators, and in private families to cook when something
extra was required. He also had a good run in the business of house
:«'ouring ami whitcwashinjr, an d in posting aur-tinn and p tll:~ ' bills .
After man y years residence here, he ITmO\'('d from this citv to Boston ,
where- hi' died about three vears ago. For manv vr-ars he ~rien'd un
der a runviction that his d:\est son George hali t~l'en kid l;appt:t! and
wa.~ held in :<Iawry in Ihe South, hut if he had ('vidence of thaL fart.
he was IlI'\'tT able to df(Tt hi.< release. It was fa r more I'as\' then,
with or without a fugit in ' sian' la\\', for the sian' holder to pllrSll(',

rer-laim. and take har k his slave in the Xorth than it was, is, or will hi'
for a parent here to recla im or HTon T in t he South a son and fre('
man ,\ ho ha.< lu-cu kidna pped and forcibly ami Icloniouslv carried
into a sl,l\ I' slate, Scipio Bren ton carne to this place from Newpurt ,
w lu-re Ill' or an ancestor origi nally belonged to the Brenton fami ly.
who g-,I\I' name to a red of rocks known \\(,[] to mariners as lin-n
tOil'S Rl'r f.

t«. I". ,·olllimu·t!j

THE 130t h A i'\ :\' U :\L \ IE ET Il\"G

T il E UOt h .-\S ;;; UA L \h.ETI :\"(; of the Rhode Island H istorica l
Soeiet~ was held September 19, 1951, at S: IS at Juhn Brown House,
l'u-sident \\'o:stcote H. Chcscbrough presiding.

"lhe s('('n'tary read the ca ll of the \ feeting and dcclared <I 'l\lorlnll
to II(' pr('."el\(. LJ pon motion the reading of the min un-s of the prcviuu
Annual \lcl,tin,g- was omitted since thr-v had brr-n publishr-d in Ihl'
J anua ry 1~15l issue of Rhade l slntul llistorv. T he minutes of tlu
Stated \hTting held Apri l I I , EF) I wen' read and .uo-pu-d.

\ 11', Ha mid H , Kelly, treasurer. reported <I deficit (If $:2,:2'21.1 :1 for
thl ' vcnr. The balance sheet showed 'b..sets as of J utu- :lO, 19:) I, to he
$:.!lj-I, I ~1'2.1 0 and liabilities of $-19,0:17..11 . The net worth is therefore
,~21 :l,I :H.69.

In t ill' absence of i\fr, Philip R. Arnold . rhairruan 'If the Xlern lx-r
ship Commiuee. .\ Ir. J. Ha rry .\ la r:<ha ll submi tted the report, which
showed a ru-t ,ga in for th e year of -I I members. and which brinus the
to ta l membership of the Society to Il5:l, the highest it has ever been.

In the absence of .\ 11'. Henr y D. Sharpe, Dr. J ames L. !lank y
prnl'mcd the report of the Lcr-turr- Commitu-r. ' l 'weh-e llwetinc;s of
the S(I(-it'ty were held with a to tal attcndano- of !i,'l ,!. III addition -1 7
1lJ(·(,tin.gs of other organizations we l"l' lu-ld in John Brown House.
\ Jr. Roel keI' addre,,,,-«'u fOllr organizatious: \I I'. \ !onah"n, two: and
\Ir, Collins, thr{'e,

Dr , Fram·i.< II. Cha rl'e read tht' J"l'port of the Puhlica t ions ( :Olll 

Illitte (' in the aIN'IH'I' of .\1 ... Pa ul ( :. ,'\irholsoll, chairmall. Four
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01 R llOdl· [sill1ld JJistoriu ll Soridy. l /llll' :W. IY:il

IKI~ 'j"('I/\/III'I') H t'pOIt .n
lit- <aid that bccuuv- of it." invaluable co lk fl ion of historical rna,

n-rials which ma ke ntrn'nl l~ availa hk- the records of t he past, the
Rhode b land H i;.tori(·al SOt it,ty is a n im port ant factor in the life of
our "Ia le a nd i;. wonhv of the <arne corn munitv support accorded ;.(1

gt'I\l'roml~ to our other an-at pu blic insti tutions.
TIn:: pn -:- id t,llt went 0 11 10 po int out th at rh r- Sode t~ l ... c upie- ;1

unique pla n ' among Rhodl' 1, land institution s, situ c it has t he eIppo.,r
luni t~ to P;I~" on t he .s.:n'a ttr.lditi(JIl;.of th e past to the procm uencra
tiou of active Rh od e b la lldn ", many of "hom han" cu ltural hack
crounds quite di fferen t f rom Ihos(' of the fou nde rs and early builders
of the "tate. And in com-lusinn he sa id that by its ar-riviues t he S0
r-jr-tv can inspire the community to pr(":'t'TYe and "tren~hell t he-e
trad it ions. purring them tu ll~" in meeting challenges of today as, had
pa st generalions w hen Lu cd with challenges of ot he-r kinds.

Dr, Bruce .\1. Bigd u\\ . chairma n, presented th e rq :xm of t he Xom
inaung Comminec. and there lx-in~ no coun ter-nominations rhc scr
retary was instructed 10 ca-t one ballot for the slate a" read . T his
twing done. the nominee- \\ ere decla red electe d 10 serve until the next
Ann ual \ 1f"l'l in g or until their successors a rc duly electro.

T here being no further business th e nJ{"t"tin.g was ad journed.

I VORY LlrrU~ !'IF.I _ [J . J R•

SI'Ot'l(/ry

C<l,h
I I1\ T ,, (Jl H' l ll '

R'·a l [ " ta ll ·, ht'llk, ,lILd IlJallLhl r ip"
Other a"ct,

1,1 ,\ LLl U I I I·;.'

Spn ial 1"11 11(1-. {lilly th,' illIOIll" ( ,0m whid l i" a\ail. lhk I()
lh,· SOI'it"ly

, .J al1lJ<l l'~The /JOth ,11I1I/lfll -I[ ('('l i u.J:.30

i ~''''' l es of I tit' Sl ...-icty's q uarn-rlv. Uhodc [sland I Intarv, ha n' t)('("11 pub
fished . each of .I:! IM.ge~. It wa~ report ed tha t a co nsiderable amo unt
of work ha" bo- n do nc' to pre'pare the Small Le ar Dia ry for publica
tion and t ha t it j" c'xl>tTted th a t the correspondence of C;owr nor
S;lllllld W;lft l wi ll t)(· published l>t'for e the end of th e ~ car.

\1 1'. W illia lll G. Roclkcr n-ad the re-port of th r- Huildi n",ry; an d
C ro llllds C:ulluui llcT for .\Ir. Frrder ick 1', , \u~t i n. j r., chai rman. TIle'
repor t culh-d attention to a ~I\-in!.: in hcutinc rest h(Tall~' of the in
sulntiou plOjn't undertaken in 19..8. Xlr. Roelker also sta ted tha t a
pari of t he- out-ide u( tilt' how.... as wel l ;I~ sor nr w indow J',.,1.s l11:S insich
were pain te-d durin!.: rbc ~c'ar.

,\s the- IIWIllIK'rs "tood in n-spcr r. \I f!'. Axel .-\, Ch riv en-cn . chai r
man (if the Comminer- on :\ t·crt ) l l l t:;~ . read the names of the rm-mla-....
\\ ho ha d died ",i lIC(, the last Annual \h'el in~.

\1 1'. Ed ward C. Palmer, chairman. read the report of t he- A udit
C:om m iltl·c·, \\ hich rec-ommended certain changes in the t- Ia~"itkatic)n

of disbursements.
\I I', C lifford 1'. \l onahon then read hi" report a" librarian. whir h

inc luded the re-port of the- Libra rv Comminr-e. \1 1'• Monuhon men
rioncd ~Il1W of tfu- more' rn t-nt acquisi tions of t he Soc-iety and rc
porrcd on lite \\ 01''' t)(·illl.: dUI\l·.

.\ 11', William {;. Rodkn . dirnlor . pre~·nted his de\ enth ;11111 11 011
ITp"I'I , Ill' "tall'd t hat Ihe "t l'ad~ iIK re';I~" in nH"mlwrsh ip (ea l h ~l'ar

"huwin.1!: it g;lill ) j" prjl1lalil ~ a n""uh of rha ngi n.t:; t he enti re pn"unn d
of ti lt' IIwm hn "hip cn Ullu iUtT earh ~Tar. I II t his way new plO"pt'f1"
a n' ('(lI):<lan tly heing "ug,C:l'st l·d .•lI1d man y of them necon w IIwm hn ".

\ 11'. Rl...·lkl...."ilid Ihen~ an' 1ll ;1 1I~ de"ira bk a(,th·i t ies in \\ hifh till'
SOfiel~ "hould hc' i11lrn,,,tn l: hut t hat il i." m'{Ts,"'aril y n 'strietn l h~· lhc

lim ited fUlllb a l it" d i"posa l. HI' "hO\led how inn lllw from lllem ber 
ship ,c:nl\\" "lead ily hut grad ua lly: end owment funds nTIl m OLl'

,,),1\\ I, : hut g-ift" 10 IIII' SCH iet , "ho uld be unlim ited ~i llce lhn Illa \ be. . . .
d"dlld{'d (Will g n ,~" ill("lI l1 H' ILlHkr Ihe prc"elll interna l lT\Tll lW la \\ ".

,\11'. <:l\l'"l'l ll"l ,u,c:h in hi." a 11 11 lla l ;lddITS-" slated lha t the n 'p' )I"I." (If

I he din'll l I I'. tIll' lihr;tria n. ;L lld thl' varioll" r(l111 111ill ee" had "hO\\ n ti ll'

SOl"i l,ty'" cont rib utio n to th l' I 0111 111 LLIl ity ;ll1d had abo dell1otJ;.trat nl a
pn'"",ill.1!: need (or additiona l "U pP()rt ill ()rder to cont inue and im pro n·
il~ \I ulk ,
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Pro vidence Trade with the W..:-I Indies
and So uth America . 1790-1840

Fr brua rv 13, 19.'):.!
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COllllihu ti'>II' : ( ;" /11 ·1;,1 $2.fi:I!I.l11

<:"'1 )(>1 ,11 ' · t.mn.oo
S"I,·, of Puh li, arion-. H,IO ''',. l"( ;\1
Pauioric Sot·i..ti",
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F...·, { for Sl/l \-'·y" '·1".1
H..at , Li~ llI . •' It".
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~e.c: l("n("d '\'1)('"('1:- or K i ll~ Phillip's W;1f
DOl"".• , E. I.t ,\"" . I ),'p..rl"...n l of Il iHor,
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~ LI\ H . 1952
T rawli ng: ,\ rt i.-b in Earl~ ~ ..w Lnuland
:-l IS \ r l. f. T {,lI f, ~ L IYT U , A Ulh" , /I"d C"Uul'"

8: I.'l p.m.

:.!: 1:'1 p.m.
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Persona l An Ts." 'ri....:-I lf t ill' ~ inrtrcu t h ( :" 111 u ry
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X E \\' ~I E ~I B E R S

July l , 1951 - Xo rember 3fl. 1951

~I f' . H n l n ' F. Anth onv
~ I r. Thom~~ B. .-\ pplri.·t
~ l r. Da na R. Arnold

l. incoln, R. I.
~fi~~ Lvdia Ik t'kwith ltau-,
~f r. T: Dwig:h t Book
~ I r. R. (Irnham Bosworth
~t r..J. Whitnt·y Ho \.\TII

Fall R in r, Mass.
~I I'. a nd ~l rs . O . G riswold 11" \ 111011
M r. Howard T. HrTIlll\" .
xfr. Frcdr-rick S. Bristol\'
~I r. a nd ~1rs . Cli ffor d W. Hrown
~ tr. ~ta ur\" Ca ito
~Ir . Dt'V";'l' V. Carlin

Jam..n own, R. I. '
Mr. William G. Cha fn '

w..u Ba erin eton, R. I
~h. \' l'O.---gt · S. Ch amplin
~I " . Wt'st\'o tt' II. Ch" "'hr"u~h

R..hoboth , ~ta" . '
\l r. Eben S . Church . Jr.
Dr. a nd M rs. W illiam H. C..le-n
~I r . J oh n Cooke

y.,. l.on L:, ~b ..,
:\Ir. Alfr r-d E. Corp
\l r. F r.'dn id J. Co yII-. J r.

Banin li:ton. R. I
~ I r. William R . Crowk-v
:\11'. Xcwton T . Da na .
~tr . E. Ru",-II Davis, J r.
M r. an d M rs. Err »-..t H . l Iavi....1Il
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