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x tooeax R EA lI ER S wh o are puzzled by IIw \ 'agari('s of X ew En g
land Transcendentalism Illa y be happy to learn that man y of the
co nt em po ra r ies o f Ralph " 'a ld o Emerson , H cn rv Thoreau , Bronson
Alcon. and George R ip ley felt rnurh the same wa y, Convr-rs Francis,
a Boston clerg ym a n, insisted Oil referring' to the nt'w philo-ophv as
"Transcendental chiro graph y," 1 and a XC\\ York wceklv newl'paptT,
Rroth er j Ot/IIIIUIII , printed a bur lesq ue account o f a Transcen dent alist
gatherin g under the title, " BOI, Dinner ," which contained a not e
fro m a fict ional dinner g uest decl in ing an invitation :

Gent lemen of the Co mm ittee :
The wond'T-~ i g-n (If (hea t (; oslington 's [urihu nditv i, world

ah,orhing-, QUOZUOIll Y.lWI1:'i ahsvmnl. Lionized hu mani ty, r-plu-ru
IT,d through . Hnat-, upon the rime-st ream (If tl('wsp,l)ln" a nd
pcradv--nnm- may avoid fuligillou, ob li' iscity, .. .

si nce calf-skin wa, made int o kna psacks, robhk-r-, ha\'{' g 0 tlt' in
leather a prom , But tn Quozdum what avails th i s '~ ( ; I'n tlCTl Wrl, I
iml inc not dinner-wise. And \\h v?- I hav e dined al o-xd v. Pra n, i :-
('nough ,~ , .

The Transcr-ndr-ntalists were described h\ a Boston woman as
"a rare wh o dove in to the infin ite , soa red into the illim itable , and
neve-r pa id cas h.":' ..\ dd in,1!; to the crowing stream of satirirnl ck-fini

' COll\TrS Franri , to Thl'odor.. P"rk..r, Dl'o 'llIl", r ~IO, 184:1, :-'l:i" 'l<'hl1 " 'l b
Histo ric al Sod ... ly Lib ra rv.
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Th. Hhod,' 1, Iand lI il lnrical SocielJ i, ,ep.oducing on Ih,'/ronl COt'n IhiJ ~all)'

pai"li,,-,~ b)'SI"u,' /0 CO"lmeofl""a,' Ihe 'a'o hu" dred l h """iuaw'J 0/ 111'; IJirrh of
R hod , l Jland '$ moJ//amou, {"tiJI, bOff! Da , ,,,ber .'1,/75,),';1 Ihe Old Snuff M ill
in .\'orlh },:in jiJ l oa ' ll. P"" lIn } i" Loado" ,md {<HI ,-,.,hib;'ed III ,h~ HoY'I/.·lou}eo,,)'
'II li82. il iJ bd;eved to br SIUa.I', fi'Jllull·le"~'h potl'oi!. I I i, Ihe like"efJ of
M., Wilham G ra" l "/ C"n,~"llo", , kali"JI in Sf. J'W" J', Pu, k , Th. "il did mIlch
10 e.<tub/iJh SI" a, " , 'rpuI"li"" a"d ii, e.,hibili"" "a'If' Ihr real br.~i"n'''t! of
SI,,,,.!', ,UU~H i" I,01,don, u.'hrn, '1$ h, lold ]Ofiah Q ui" T)' nUl")' j'f"iJ "/lrn,,~.dJ,

hI" It''', ',,,rld, ,,'y I</"d illl" (flrl" b)' a ,i".de pia" .e,' .. {Quo,,,,! "0'" G II .IIf, Il T
~T U .' I<T , by Will;",,, T , II'hi llq , Clll" br id,~ '" H a, va ,d '-' nh'e" ;I)' P' Ts< , I Y:12 J.
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tion s. a Bahimorl~ ( It'f.l.;" ~ ma n declared that Trnnscen derual ism was
"a new phi losophy wh ich has risen. mainmining that nothi n..:: is {' \ Try·

thin,,::, in gcncrnl. amI {"\nything is nothing in parti cula r." t Xatha nicl
Hawth ornegave rlav..j, · (·xpre......ion to the belief t hat Tran scendental
ism was linle more than a peculia r collection of amusing at~urditit'....
In Hawthorne's Cdntial Railroad, a pa rody based on j oh n Bunvau's
Pit.~r;m ·s Prug.lrjs, Ih(' pilgrims com e upon a strange munster.

lie is a G('rIIMn bv hirth .•md is called Giant T ransccndcm alisr : hut
a.. to his form . hi~ feature..... hi s sub cra nce-, and his nature g{'nf·rally.
it is tlw thid pc 'ruliarit~ of thi s hUi::e miscreant that neither II(' for
himv-lf nor 'lII ~ hody for him ha..('\·,'r bee-n able to dcscrib- thr-m. , , ,
He shonu-d after U " , hut in so strange a phrascologv that \'1(' knew
not what Ilt' nu-ant , nor whether to be' encouraged or affrightl'd :-'

O m" Rhod e Isla nder . afn-r attending- a lecture b~ Ralph \\".l1do
Emerson at the dedicati on of the G reene Street School. complained
of tx-ing: lost in "the seven-fold mvstcries of thrice-wreat hed mvsti
cisrn."" W illiam !,;,hnd ie of I'rO\' id~nce further expressed the opinion
held b~ many uf th(' ,·on!'C.'f\ 'a tin '!' whr-n he dismissed T ranscendcrual
ism as "'!'Ophomoric.''' '

However, other :'\t'W El1e:1and('~ were nOI inclined to laugh a t
Transcendentalism. and recorded the movement a" a dangerous
threat to exi!'ting institut ions. Andrews Xorton. "the: C n itari an
Pope" o( Jk~ton , ,It-Ilolllu 'ed Ihe I1Imcment a:< " th(, Iatt"!'1 for m of
infiddity,," an d Dr, Samud ( ~ ray of &1-ton, .... hen a!'ked pn'('i~d~'

whi('h Ix,lid:< ('harat l('ri"'d a ·I'ran.<,(·endent ali!'t , replied without
h<'r<itat ioll that :<Udl a p('f!,(JIl wa" " an em'm\ of the in"ti tu tio n of
Chri"t i ani t ~ ." "

l 'ran!'lTm!n tta li!'1ll wa ." Ileilher ~ oh~llre as I la\\l h(lfllc ha d
suggl,:<tcd nor !'II ( 'a~i1y ddi llcd a:< Dr. Gray ha d assumed, Il i ~ lnr i 

cally it had ils (Iri ~i ll ill t ilt' Unit ar ian reyo lt 'agaim t ort hodox Ca h-in
lMll. By prndaiming tht'ir hdid in the pri llla ( ~ of elhi(":< OH'r dogma.
Uni ta rian:- :<WI'Jlt Ol\\ay tht' whole decaying ~trlletlln' of Cakin i ~m :

all th e old tlwolol.: it'al d(lgllla~ of hum an dt"pra\' ity. th e alol\l'lTH'nt .
~QuoI,.d h)' :'I o llt"ln " C o nw " y in f:",aJ"" "I H om( fI"d Abroad. ( lIo , l<m

1882 ), l R7· R. '
~'Na th.mid 1[" .... 11,,>1 IU ', ll' '''~ , "j . ( fln ' tOIl. 1882 " 11. 224,
f\" T II!" ()I'O"/lin~ of II", ( ;1'<"'''''' SIr'T" SdlO01 ; ' P"wi,j_n" lo"'''n/. J Ull!' 17,

1837.
7Rhoda :-;,'w,-ol11h 10 Ch:nl," :'\ ~wr" lIIb . J llly r" [84 0, J ohn II" ,· Lih" ,,)'.

."T hC'otlon· I'" th r :>-ISS d"I, o , il"d h. F. Fl . S;l"hom in th, · :>-1 " " " ,·1> " " '11'
U l~ (o r ica l SO<" i"h Lilm u )'. .

predestination. the l)("r~"\Tr'lIln' of the Mints, were rejected by the
re ligious libe rals . Unitaria ns marched under the banner of freedom
of rd ig-iou s discussion and ;lIl\o(a l('(1 ;, broad . liberal relitricn which
offered almost com plete [rr-edom of l!tought a nd I"xpn'!'.sion 10 the
minister and con.gre~ation,

The Unit aria n -mc;n ·menl, which auairu-d ib peak of ("ner~' dur
in~ the pe riod IKI5-18JO. kh )\I'W End<llld Cong:rt'g-alionali:-m
divided between the Unitarians, the moderate Cah-ini!'L". who
u-ndrd 10 modify Calvinist doctrim'!' to meet the chancing spirit of
the times. and the Hopkin-i ans. the consistent or old -line Calvinists
who made a militant attempt 10 pn'!'("f\'1' t ilt' \\holl" theological fabri c
inherited frum j onathan Edwards a nd hi~ R hode Island disciple.
Samuel H opkins, Hop kins expressed thr- unreconstructed spirit of
old-line Calvinism by I~tilll:: the faith of bdi('\"Cf!' with the query,
" Arc you willing to be damned for the ~reat('r glory of God ?"

In R hod e b land the ronsistent Calvini-t-, the Hopkin-ianc. were
dominant, and Unitarianism did not make a... much headway a." it
had in eastern ~Ia~«;l('hu"('m, T he Finot COIH::n'gational Soc iety of
Providence under the min i...tr ~ of the Reve rend Henry Edes un
ohrru... ivclv became Unitarian afu-r 1815. T hl" second Rhod e bland
defection occurred with the establishment of a new Lnirarian church
by the westmi nster Congr("~iltional SlKi("ty in 1 8~9 , Thc rhurch\
fir..t mini...ter wa" Frcdcrick "\ . Fark y. who was lat er 10 gain fame a:<
a )\ew Yor k prt'arher. Farle~ "~ ordination wa~ q uite an e\TTl! in
:\ew Eng-land liberal re1igiou~ ('ink..., and two of the mo,,! prom inelll
Unitarian min istef!' in t h(~ wtl n tr~, Wi lliam Ellery Channing and
Georg(' Ripley, prCiu'h("d for tht" (l(T<l:<inn . In 18J5 the third Uni
ta rian congrega lion wal' forlllcd in )\('\\ po rI. W illiam Ellery Chan
nin.!!; d ed iea lcd th e hu ild ing anti C ha rll"!' T , Broo ks, a notahle Rhod e
b land T ram CClHkntali:<l . wal' dlfN'11 al' mini"tl' r,l' Un ita rian ism
dom inated th e inlt' llt'(\lla l di ma t(' IIf t'a~terJ1 ~l assadlU-"t'ns and
pa\Td the way for th(· ri:<1' of Tra l1 ~n' lId t' ll l il l i ~1l1 . The fa ilure of
Unitarian ism to ac hie\'(' :<i mi lar IT:<lllt:< in Rh od(' b lan d Olcrounts in
pa ri for the limi ted "'\Jl"("t·s~ of TrarN t'ntkn t al i ~11l in th is ar ea .

If Unitarian ism wa.s tIll' pa rTnl of Transrt'lld t·r lt ali ~m. tilt' Tra llS
ce l1 d ("nta li~ts prun'd to h(' ull.L:ra tdu l r hildn'n, qu arn'lin.c: a .c: reat
tka l of the lime with Ilwir 1'1t1(' r~ . In fad . tlJ(' imn wdiatc e.lU~C of the
TrOlnM:ende tllalist rTn )[t was a n ',lltilln aga irr~ t Unitaria nism . ~I n~t
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of the recruits for th ... T ran!'l t" llck ntalist movement had come from
Unitari an ra nk." : Ralph \\'a ld" Emerson, George Ripley, J oh n Sulli
van Dwight, W illiam Henrv Ch'lIlnilll':'. O restes A. Brow nso n , F. H .
Hedge. J am t"i' Freeman Llarke-, \\' . H . Furness, Cvrus A. Bart el and
Cha~lC"l' T . Broo k... \ \tT C' all in thc' Unitarian mi~ i...trv at om' tinn
d uring their lives. and ~nnal flf them remained in' th e mini-rrv.
..\ monKthe major It-ader~ of the IIC'\<.' school onlv Henrv n. Thoreau.
Bronson Alcon , and C. 1'. Cranc h were never in the Unit a rian
ministry.

However, a Unita ria n ha rkg m und and a common oppos ition to
Calvinism were nOI elloll.c: h 10 preven t the young insurgents from
rebelling. Second ucnc rat ion Unitaria ns were far more conscrv'a tivc
rhan their forefa thers. who heft' hard ly revolution aries, TheTrans 
rr-ndeuta li...ts laun ched a hitter a ttack IIlxm these heirs of a libnal
re ligion for their timidit v and conservatism. and above a ll for th eir
emotional Irigidit v. Riplrv inveig hed against "the dead han d of
Unta ria nisrn:" Em erson denoum-ed the "corpse-cold Un tnriunism
of Bra n le Street and Harva rd Colleg-e ;" and ~Iarg-aret Fuller de
scribed a Unitarian c'onc:regatioll as " that crowd of -upturllc'd In res,
with their look of unin n-llizeru complacency."

BUI Transcendentalism \\as mo re tha n an emot ional uprisi ng,
It was a d iscoverv of mor al and mystical signi fica nce in nature. an
ath' mpt to esta blish a religion based on human na ture ra ther than
revelation, and a ph iloso phic-aI revolt against the authority of J ohn
Locke and eigh teenth cemurv British empiricism . th e philosophy
~pm<entcd by :'\cw End and l :n ita riani...m. The lead\':", of Ihe new
school w\,:re iment upon hll i ldin~ a ra tio nal religion wh ich would nnt
rt1'ult in ("motion al !'ta n-a tioll . Tht'\' advanced a th oon' of intuition
which ascri bed to mell the power to ~a in immed ia te know lt"d~t' of
all Iruths, part icula rly religioll" truths. They endeavored tel de ft'nel
reJi~ioll a g-a inst thc' inroad" of mod nn science and e-tablish it on a
hasis which woul d make it imlllullt' to scielHific attack. The\' a tt arkc'd
a ll all thor it \' and a.....erlc'd that nwn who sou~ht the tru th sl~dh ld look
wit hin to e~ploit th e mirac-ulolls facu lty wh-ich all mc'n Pos.;o;c '"sed of
~eillg the truth far e to far e, III pol ities and .social thotl,L: ht the'
I ransc('nd ellta list... preal hn !lht: gospel of social democran and :«·If
reliance. T he\' found litt le' in:<pirilt ion in N"ew Englan d Un'itaria nisllI
a nd turncd t~ Eng-la lld , h an ft' , and particularly Gemla n\".

Gennan Iangua l;(' ,,111(1\ IwcanU' \"ery popu lar amonl!: i ll\' :'\C'\\

19~I;t] T rt lll k t' l lf l n ' /d lin ll (lllC["Thr Xnl 'llrJJ" . Ji

Enu land in telligent-in. and lIla ll ~ of lilt' t ran...e-ndr-ntnli- ts read Kant
and Schiller in ( ;erT1Mn..\ s a matter of Iuc t. 10 the popular mind
an ent husiasm for Gnlllall philosoph y and literature indicated
Transcendentalist h-aninc-. In Providence R hod a :\'e\\t'omh joined
Sa rah \fh itmall and twcntv-onc orher-, in a privan- German class
with the go,,1 of ohlai ninl!: din'ct acres- to the- tre-asure... of German
rhoucht.!" Soon Sarah W hitma n was reading Srhi ller and Kant
wit h pai nstaking slll\\ m-...», ;1IIt! Rhod a :'\c'\H omb, using he r we ll
th umbed German dh-tionnrv, wa ... Hrugc:ling valia nt lv wit h Goelhe'!'
Faust. A far tor f;l\-orahk t~ the study of German thought in Provi
deuce was the plnt'llIT of three profess ors a t Brown Univ ersity who
ha d studied ill ( ;n lllany : J oh n L. Lincoln . J ;ulles R. Boise, and
j ames B, Angell.'!

O ther 'I'r au so-udrmalists acquired th eir kl\Clwkdge of German
though t from Il'ad ing Samu el T a ylor ClIler idge' ami Thom as Car
lylc. I~ j a mo, F rcTlII:1tI C lark... spoke for a sub...tnmial po rtio n of his
g-eneralioll when he sta ted tha t Carly le ha d ma ck for the young
in tellect uals. "a m-w 11\',1\i-n a nd a new eart h. a IW W relig ion and
a new lifc." Ch;lrks T. Congdon. a student .u Brown Uni versity,
repo rt ed th e ex i ~l c'I\((' of a "Carlyk ma nia" alllong the Brown SIU
de nts and ill IIIC' Providence intellectual communitv at la rge. Prcva 
Ient among tht' "tmkllls at Brow 11 were florid imi t.uious of Carlvlc's
Iiterarv stvlc. \\hi, h threatened to drive the rhe-toric prof.......sor to
di~tra~lio~ .uThe l 'mridcnce Janmal for ten ~ 1:;If" after un7 printed
a number of artic le- lin ( ;o('t he, Kant . Schiller. CU\I..in. rel imon and
human nature. self-reliano-, socia l democracy . and German philrr.-
ophy, many of \\ hich \ H f(' impi red by (...."a~" of Carl~ lc' or Coleridge.

The ..\ meric.l ll c'utllllnpa rt of Carlyle and Colnidge was George
Ripley, whose' ~'ri('~ clf tramlati Oll!' clf Hen h-r. Kanl . Schkicrmacher.
(; oethe, Schi llc'r, ( :oll"in, JlHlifroy, Comtall l, ;Ind lIther Eu ropean
prc )ponc'nt~ of Ihc' Il (' W philclstlphy \\ a... a la ndmark in th c' intellenual
ft'\"(llllt inll , O ne "f till' b 'y \Olullle... in th.. ~ni c'~. \"Illume fou rt eell,
G crm alll.y r i r /'or l l )" wa,"lranslah'd hy Ch;llk~ T , Uw ob (If :'\ew-

l" Rhod" 1\" ' ·..... '·0"'1> tu t: 1,," 1... ;\I',,-romh, :-'L1 ,. II, IWIH, J ohn 1I" y Libr;n y.
li T ""l ind"h tpd tu ·1heod,,,,' C.."IH' of l la rt llLo \lth t :olln t; ,·for In) illfo rm"t ion

On thn" thn 'I' UWWII llm f" ~,,, r•.
t~ Th,' first puhlil' n"ti",· ill Rhod,- !'laml of {:.n h k .,..", a hrid "hlln" in tl,,'

P' ot ,j,l n u t 100 'n"I , J unr I i , 111:17 , notio!,: th"t "'l :\1... { :.Hl ~k ' · "'I' kn"rin~ ill
1:: " !,:];lOd 00 ( ;"'111" " lic....lt"'~ .

i"Ch"rk, T , Cotl lldon , Un " j"i, ,,n,,. 0/ " Jvo",,,li'l ( fill, toll . IIlHn " 110-11 i.



port. one of the lx-st (; ('I"l1Ia l1 scholars in Am erica . Brooks , mini ster
of th e Newport Unitarian Cnl1gre.L:"iltional Society. pu blished !'('wral
dozen volumes d uring the COUTS(' of his life and her-arne \Try popular
as a transla tor of O erm nn litera ture in America.

Ripley's Specimens of F(IT('i,~n Standard Literature, the first r-cllcc
tiYe ac hieveme nt of the ~("w Enulan d ' I'ranscende ntalise. was fol
lowed in 1840 by the second common effort, a litera ry magazine.
The Dial was a quarterly publication edited by Emerson . Ripley, and
M argaret Fuller , Pcrhap-, the most important Rhode Island contri
bution to the Dial was "Thr- Two Dolons," H a short storv hv Charles
Newcomb of Providence. \\ horn Emerson repeatedly referred to as a
gen ius- The hero of the storv. Dolon. was a beautiful ethereal lad
with a romantic ent husiasm fur nature. One day while wandering in
the forest near his home. he 1'.lW a mvsterious rnan in a crimson tunic
sitt ing: high in a nearby tre-e. H is parents tried to keep him away
from the woods, fl'ar in ~ that the mysterious stranger wa~ a madman
who worshipped pagan .gods, but Dolon insisted on returning to relive
the mystical experience he had undergone. O ne moonlit ' night he
saw the man aga in, dressed in pa~,1Il ceremonial woo. The stranger
approac hed Dolen, placed a wreath on his head and ~wihh' plunged
a knife into his breast. T he :o>.lnifife completed, he prostrated h im'."CU
before the rock wh ere !>olotl had sat. This stranqe storv aroused
varving rcspon:<s among the 'I'ransccndcmalise. man v of 'th t-Ill UIl

favorable , There were a Iew, ho wever, Including \" Wiam Henr v
Channing who felt tha t the ~ tor~- could no t be praised enoll.':"h. "Th~
Two Dolcns" revealed a roma ntic ami transcend enta list o;n look on
nature and child ren. a nd ~ll.':".g~ted th e influence of J ea n-Paul Rich 
ter's The Titan, which ~t'\\Tomb had [en -nth' read in a trnnslarion
by C harles T , Broob. ..

T wo other Rhode b la nd a uth ors \\ ho {-un tri huted to the Dial werc
Cha r,les T. nr~k.~, who t rall~ l ilt("(1 two poems of the Gnma n [lI ll't ,
Ferdmand Fn'llr ,l.:" ra th , " T he ,\I()ori~h Prin ce" a nd " T he Emi
gTa nts ;"t~ a nd Gt'nrge \\', Curti~,ll; wh o ~e l1l in a highl y rolll a ll lil~
poem en titled " " Song- or Ik ath," U

ItThl'DiaI ,11I (J ulI- lM~\ II'l.P'l
1,'Th.. DiQl, I V (Alnii l8,tll' i24 ~"i~
l UG w e " .' " . -"'. . .

, ' , un,. faulI l)' 11Io\..-d f"o ll1 l'1O\"ld" II(" In HI:I'l when hr w,1> tdu-"n
~a"' lif ag.., bUI hr of t"n rHurn"d to Pmvid,.m-r 10 vi.i t Sarah Whilma n Or thr
Ur~l ~ and C"ni~<'"., 10 whom hI' Wa, " 'laIrd. '

DIQI , IV (JanUilT), 18'141,87,
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The Dial Healed q uite a furor in !' ro\'idcncc as wen as elsewhere
in the United Sta res. and rt';U linll~ varied dependi ng on the at titude
of eac h individ ual toward Transceudcntnlism. Tristam Burgess a
ficrv and r-onservarive Whi ~ politician. disrnis-rd the mag-aline as
un worthv of a ra tional man; hut Rhod a :'\("wcomb. an aspirin.~ in
tellectuaL praised almost eH"rythin~ in the m~~alint". andyked par
ricula rlv the articles bv J ohn Sullivan I h\l~ht . a rnusrcian. and
Washi~g1on Allston, anartist. She thought Bronson Alcon 's "Orphic
Sayi ngs." which her conservative Providence frie nd. W illian: Pa
bodie, had dismissed as ··...ophomoric.. wa<. filled with "the highest
wisdom." Her acceptance was completely uncritical. and she be
stowed high praise on each article with the exception of Grorj,~C

Ripley's con tributions. which she felt lacked "SOU~,"I~ .

The daily new~pap<"r was a more common vehicle of literary ex
pression than the literary quarterlies in the earlv nineteenth ~entur;.-,

an d a host of Transcendcmalist articles. pol"m~, and stones were
published in the i'roridence Journal frum. 18J? to lM6. .-\ Tra~~

cendentalist circle in Rhod e b land , which included Charles I .
Broo ks. Sarah Whitma n, Charles and Rhod a :"ewcomb, Ann l.vnch .
a nd others published bevond the confines of Rhod e Island in the
Dial, in Orestes .-\. Brownson's Roston Quart..,!.r Review, the llar
binge r. Horace G reelev's XI'U' }'or ~ T ribune, and a multitude of
popu la r nation al magazines and newspapers. T he more solid accom
plishmen ts of the Rh od e bland group were Sarah \\'h itman's articles
in the Boston QUflrtolr Rerieu-, C ha rles T , Brooks' Ocrman transla
tions, C harles :\"ew("ol1\b\ [ ournals, none (If which were pu blished
until 1946, and an aT1lhol()g~ ('Iltitlt-d till' R hode I sland /look, pub
li~hed in 1841,

~2.

R i~in g: frnm an amazi ng mil it'u , Tr;II1 ~(' e llden l ;l! i~m rt'pr e:;ented
the in tel1l'rllla l ac hit'\"t'lI\elll Dra ~ti ll broade r movemcnt , I.a te nilw
teenth ("t'ntur\' cult ura l historian s, looki ll.':" hark Oil th e period aft t'r
a lap...e of forty years, WI 'n ' hallktl hy t il(' t a~k of nam ing th i ~ va ried
a nd dvn ami c up~llr.':" {' of (IT<lt in' l'tlCl'gy and ("a iled it ~i rn ply " the
n(,\\-Ilc:"'~, " The mmTllu'nt \\' a~ I't'~pomihk for till' fil1't ,c;ellt'ra tioll of
American Bnl]{'m ians : tlli' lTea tio li of an I/nwl .~l1rdl' ma ,gaLine, t ilt'
Dial ; and til<' mo~t ht'wildt'f ing ilrray of inte llectual. -"ocial. and

I~Rhoda Nrw"olllh In Chalk! :-.:,'"""'0,,,1>, J u ly ti. 1840, J o h n lI ~ y Lihraq .
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CHARLES KISG N EWCO "'''"B:... .J

1l ~ 1 1 , ,, ,,~ ,II",,, ..,,,,,, u,~d 1" m''''r'' "I Ih "" " I ni",,,,,
""to II,. ,..."",,,,,,,, "' 1I""d,'" " \ 1,m,,, t:.""J'-''''

political reform movem ents in America n histo rv.
Emerson ga ve the' classic dc-cription of the spirit of the t imes in

his report on the' "Convent ion of the Frie-nds of Universa l Ref orm,"
whi ch met in HHO on Chardon Sln' I" in Boston :

Madnu-n . ma d wonu-n. nu-n with t"';lI'ds, D uckers . :\Iugg-ldon ia n"
COrllt'-lJult'rs. G roaners. Agr atinns , Scvr-ruh D ay Raptisls. Quakers .
Aholitionists, Calvini-ts. Unit aria ns. a nd Philo...oplwrs, - a ll canu
sucn'ssivdy to thr- (np . and s" ized their monu-nt. if no t their hour.
wherein to ch ide, or pray, or preach , or protcst.!''

Emerson's camlocuc was far fmm complete. The spir it of prote,!
was rampant , and the reform convemions. concrcees. and me(·t in~,

\H'Ie innumerable. Tempera nce men argued with prchibnionisrs :
pca('e men debated with non-re-i-rams. The ~I ill l'r itt.,. , pr edecessors
of the Seventh Day Ad ventists. after ~ ean; of careful r-alc ulatio ns
ba-ed on the Old Testament, pred icted the end of th e worl d 0 11

October 2J , 1M.!. (T hey were ch ided by the Boston ncwspaJX'P.' for
bu ild ing" \'Cr ~ permanent stone buildings on the ew of the grea t
cataclysm. J Owenire communi-as. Prur ticnl Christians. Garrisonian
non- resistants. Fourierist A~<;(l( " i a l ion i s t !'> . and others com peted in
efforts to auract new mem bers to their r-auscs and int o their com
muni rics. xt ormon s practised polygnmv: Grahamitcs denounced the
"cannibal" meat ea ter s and followed a diet more austere than mere
vegetarianism : and the disciples of J oseph Palmer urged the r urc of
social evi ls through the abolit ion of rnoncv. Swcdr-nborgian m ystics.
Spir itualists, and advocates of " Ihe Church of H umanity: ' cr ied OUI
for relig ious a tt ent ion while homeopaths. hvdropaths. mesmerist s.
and phrenologists demanded med ical n-cocnition of their cfficacv
ali healers .

Rhode Island had it!'> fu ll q uota of reformers.. ma ny (If \\ hom were
subsranua l {'ili/ ('ns in their cornm unincs. The stale had , for example.
nne of the stronuestanti-slavc rv organiza tions in the co unt ry, an d the
Browns, An gdb , Buffums. Howln nds . Lovejc vs. a nd Charc~ ap
peared with illfrea~ing freq uency o tt l ilt' abo litioni st pet ilion ro lls in
the Provid ence j ournal from IRIO 10 the Civil Wa r. Rhode b land
p ossessed a strott ,L:" 1t'lllperaIlCt· SllC iely under th r- leadership uf John
Howland and \\ ' iIliilTll Chace. and a d golOlls p("a Ct ' Sl ,r iet y dom i
nated by such Quaker families as the Buffums, t ill' Browns. and
the Chaces.

1" Works, l :':-n lf" n n i,,1 f"dilion ( Bon o n, l8S: \) , x. 374.



43'[rnnscendentulisni and "Th e S l'u'nl'Jj" . . .l q - - ]. Yl

Bartl ett shared the limelight with I.. :\. Fowler, who harned the
-keptics wit h his detection of criminal tendencies b~ phrenological
"reedings." T his livelv inte rest in phrenolog v was b~ no means run
filled to the luna tic fr inge. T ypical of ma ny of th e nruabk- intellec
tuals, wh o championed th e ca use o( phrenology, was Isa ac Ray, wh o
was to become well-known as supcruueudent of the Mai ne Insane
Hospital, and who served ax superintendent of th e Butkr Hospital i ll
Provid ence (rom l B-l6 to lfHi6.

As earlv as 1833 th e Providence Fra nklin Socic tv, a scientific
org"an izati~n of excellent repute. added a phrenological division to
its ph ysical, chemical. and bioloeicnl divis ions: and the Socie ty in
J anuary, 18:17, ordered a commttec to ma ke a careful examination
of " anim al magnet ism .' · ~~

Interest in M esme rism. clairvoyance, and phrcnologv seemed to
lead naturally to spiritualism, and Providence ~-rarne a spiri tualist
renter after 1845. Sa ra h Wh itman , the Providence rN:lt't,~l became a
convinced spiritualist ea rly, held S('aIKCS, followed the ca reers of th e
h-adin g spi ritua list med ium s, and wrote a r t icles Oil spi ritua lism for
Horace Greclev's SrlL' }·orJ.: T ribune, In addition , spir itualist med i
cines achieved ~I notable popula rit y in Rh ode bland .

Some of the rad ical reform movements had no outlet of expression
in the sta te, hut several ca uses. suc h as the temperan ce movement .
had the ir own new~pa pen; : a nd th e Providence [ ournal, in spite of
its rigid \\"h i/{ political conservatism, served other reform movements
hv printing news of their activit ies. The j ournal was eve-n willing to
extend ed itorial support to a few reforms, part icul arly dietarv ones.
;\ typica l editorial of this kind found the newspilpt"r denouncing the
enemies of the Orabamites. a sect who lived on little more than
Graha m bread . and warmly praising th e advocates of di,,«,tic vi rtue.

Asa rule an ind ividual was not nwrdy a spiritua list IIr an aboli tion
ist or a tem)X'ralu'c advocate . hu t " II three and mo re. \\'iIIiam Lloyd
Garrison , a,~ well as a subs ta ntial number of his contem poraries . was
the pro pon ent of an incredible number of reforms. An apt Rh ode
Island illustration of th is type of act in- reformer was Elizabeth Buf
fum C hace." tilt' wife of a Rhode Island mnnufncturcr and th e

~~ Franklin so,,;"t.- R"cor d" I , 208, Rhod ,' hland Hin or ic<l1 Society t, ihra ry,
t:IS.,,, Carolin.· Tit-kllo r, Po~·. 11 r1~ ~ , :-;,·w Yor k, 1916 l ,md Thoma, Bail..~,

" Rf"colk n ions of S,uah Wh ilman," ~I SS in Ihe J ohn lIa)' I.ihrary.
~ ' S.,.. Lill i,· B. C . \\:YJIla n and .\ rt hur C. Wyman, f:li ;" I"lh IJ uff um Ch"u

l Bou on, 1814 ) 2 ' -01•.

T ranscendentalism and "The Xeu'ness", , .

Prior to 18:)0 there were no reform movements which attracted
as milch att ention in the state as :\Io merism and ph rennl(,.c:y , Hypno
tism and the interp retation of character and hea lth through the n-ad
ing of ph ysiolo,l.:"i, al rha rac tcristics may seem rather rurjous "reforms"
to the modern reader. hu t the y W t 'f(' w riouslv regarded as reforms by
their advocates. Anton Me-mer, tilt' pioneer hypn otist, was looked
upon not only as a great scient ist but also as a great rcformer ; a nd
George Cambe. the English ph renologist, was accla imed as a great
innovator and benefactor of human ity "hen he made a tour of the
United States in 1838. The ph renologists and the ~I Climl'ri ~tl' fought
the conservative skeptics as vi/{orously as th e abolit ionists denounced
the southern slave owner. The Providence j ournal, respon d ing to
popular demand . in 18:\7 ran a long seri~ of hig-hly complimcntarv
art icles on :\ I csmeri~m by an anonymous Providence au thor. O n T
one hundred persons in Providence were mesmerized . and the Prom
dence [ ournal articles a nnounced triumphantly that the skeptics had
been confounded at last bv the miraculous cure of a young Provid ence
girl. who had bee n blind (or a vcar. through the usc of "animal
magnetisnl ," ~"

J ohn Neal. a Maine author and a frequent visitor to Providence.
reported that a Dr. B (apparent ly Dr. Richmond Browncll ] was in
the habit of USill~ " an ima l magnet ism" ill his d ifficult cast's. Brownell
lost ma ny of his pa t ient s beca use he insisted on cc nsul rinz a ~ I i !\.~

Brackett , who was well known in Rh od e Island as a clairvoyant.
A case of Brownell's, whic h beca me a cause .-ett~brr in Rhode Islan d .
coneem ed a somna mbulist pat ient who, while in "thc magneric sleep."
described a room she had never seen where a man lay d~ing of an
en larged spleen. Her description of the man happened to fit exactly
a pat ient of Brownell's who was afflicted with a diseased liver. ;\
.....cck later this pat ient died, a nd Brownell invited eighteen witnesses
to th e post-mortem examina tion, includinc sixteen doctors whic h
comprised the total medical population of Providen ce at the time.
All sixteen doctors were in agreement nn ca use of deat h, wln'th th ey
held to be a diseased liver. Brown ell then proo-rdcd to per form th e
autopsy, which disclosed. to th e delight of the Rhode Island Mesmer
ists, the preseIlrc o( an enlarged splet'lI o( a ~ize a nd \~T i ~hl Ilnkn own
in medi ca l history.~ l

:.!l ,$f'.. P>o[.jdntct JO~'~ IlI , ~ra ~- 21, 1837.
21&.. J ohn :-;..al'. W ..ndaing Rrcolluli"n l 01" Som~ ",h"l R~ l ) ' Li/~ ( Boslon,

1869 ),387_389.



T here was among these young men a great deal of sincere protest
a,gainst existing social evils. an almost explosive reaction ag:linst all
custom. habit, an d trad ition , and an all-pervasive exuberance whic-h
made it possible to believe in a total reforma tion (If society. T hese
young Bohemians combined with a react ion a.gain."t custom and ron
vr-ntion, a puritanical zeal for reform. Although George Ripley and
the Broo k Farm group adopted the costume and some of the manners
of the younJ..: Boh emians," none of the major Transcendenta lists. in
spite of their unorthodox attitudes, could be classified as Bohem ians.
However. they were surrounded by young un-n who wo re shapeless
blouses and peasant b OOI:", ....ho renounced all socia l conventions.
and who w ere abolitionists. prohibit ionists. vcjreturians, and Graham
iu-s, often living ofla single food suc h as apples or bread made from
un bolted flour. Three young me n, Cyrus Bur leigh. George Burleigh ,
and Sa muel Larned, a dose fr-iend of Sa rah Whitman·s, while d is
c\ls.~ing the absurdities of Iangua g-e. dccidt-d to institute one rdorm
bv a protest against superstitious reverence for sacred words an d
names. They abandoned their own names in order that t-ac-h might
ta ke the name of a member of the T rinity and proceeded 10 add ress
one another in this fashion anywhere and ewr) w here. O nce at
Emerson's front door they so astonished p:l s.~ i n ,g- "Phillistin cs" that
Emerson had to adjourn the conversation to th e rear of tilt' house .
Short ly afterward in Nantucket they were arrested. tried, and fined
for blasphcm v and profanity. They had 110 money of course and were
prepared to go 10 jai l unt il some sympathetic liberals in the tow n
ramc forward and paid their fines.

A number of these Bohem ians w ere from Providence. ami Robert
Carter used a young Rhode Islander, whom he did not identify, as
the pro to type of the grollp,~'\ T his young mall. th e son and heir of
a w calthv Provid ence merc hant, rebelled at the a,!;e of eighteen
against all social distinctions and refused 10 let the family servants
do anything for him. H e blacked his own boots. made his bed. and
insisted on helping the servants wait upon th e table, His (ather .
enraged bv this unseemly behavior, ordered him to h-ave home, a
com mand which the young man gladly obeyed. He J..: ITW a beard
and don ned the Bohem ian costume, a broad brimmed felt hat, a

~:'J. D. Ccdmans Br ook Farm , If;>lo,i( and Pnsorw/ ,\femuirs (l~U'IUll, IWH ),
cOlltilim information on Cha rles :'\~wcolrlb· , lif,. at Brook Farm .

~';RobHt CMt,.,., " T h,' :'\(,WIll'''; ' l.ffl lu'y .U(l t;" ~;f1 i' , XXX IX (:'\o"..rnhn.
188lJ ) IH·I:H .
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daughter of Arnold Buffum. the first president of IIlC New England
Anti-Slavery Society. Elizabeth C hace was a dose friend of W illiam
Lloyd Garr ison , Wendell l' hillips. and Stephen S. Foster. In addition
to her role in the abolitionist movement she pursued a m ultitude of
other rdorm activities. She discarded her Q ua ker religious beliefs at
an ea rly age and adopted the "liberal" theology preac hed hy T heo
dore Pa rker, then a religious and social outcast. She was lata con
verted to spiritualism after read ing the works of Andrew j ackson
Dav is, " t he Poughkeepsie Seer," who had revelations on a multitude
of things incl uding the past and flit lire h istory of the t-reated IIni\T(Sc,
the world of spiritual beings, and the inha bitan t." of Saturn . She
became interested in clairvoyance, and was mu ch im pressed by the
publ ic lectur ers who spoke of a spi ritua l world from a communicative
tran ce. The loss of five children wh ile under med ical care made her
an easy con ver t to spiritua l healing. and at one time or another she
ad opted hydropat h ic treatment, called ill a practi tion er of "animal
magnetism," and used mysterious compounds of spi ritua list med icine.
Few causes were igno red by Elizahcrh Chace in he r quest for social
reform . She used progres:<in· educa tional methods in teac hin ,!; her
child ren; she pract iced a number of dietary reforms: and in spice of
her essential modcstv, for a H'ry ...hurt time she wore bloomers, the
badge of the crusading feminist. A pac jfist, a non -resista nt , and an
opponent of capital punishment. she too k a cons istent Garrisonian
posit ion toward the sta te. Wh en the Civil War ca me, in spite of her
devotion to the Abolitionist cause, she opposed sending- her sons to
war because of her pacifist views and her att itude to ward th e Union.
Like Garrison she considered a constitution and a Union whic h reeog
nized and upheld slavr-rv "a covenant with death" and a n "a lliance
with hell," In later years she became interes ted in pena l and cduca
t ion al reform, organizing the Lad ies Hoard of Visitors for State in
stitu tions, and becoming a key figure in th e organ iza tion of tht:
American \ r oman SufIrage Association.

fl.
Transcend ent alism and "the newness" combined to produce a

second and mo re rndicnlrvpc of reformer. The intellectual and socia l
ferment of the new era crea ted an atmosphere of iconoclasm and
lent support 10 a critical scrutiny of almost e\Try asp ect of American
life. O ut of this mi lieu arose the first class of America n Bohemians,

1 ~65J Transcendentalism and "Til l' ,\' I' 1( ' Il I'J$" . • •



B~ nJll collar. a plain shapclc», blouse, a sack coal. peasant hoots.
and b" .l::g-y t ro users. In till' summer he existed by "orkin~ in the
experimental comm unities. and in the winter he wou ld ... imply drop
into a stranee home. ma ke himself u..e-Iul, and assume residence thcn-.

On one occasion he dropped int o the Co ncord home of Emerson' ..
friend. )In;. Sturgis. w hen Rohert Carter was vi..i lin~ there. H e
announced that h~ had known Caroline St ur~!' at Brunk " an n and
wi..hed to ..lilY with Xl rs. Slurg-i.. Ior a while. Having acce pted an
inv itat ion to ... it down . he fidgeted rcstlc ...."ly in his sea t until he saw
the l ri..h ma id han ging clo tho, in the yard. M uch to th e rcustcma
linn of everyone. includ ing- th e maid . be d ashed outsi de and in..i..ted
on he lping with th e la und ry. a ta..k wh ich he per formed in a w ry
..killed manner . Later a t dinner hr at e only a pples and lectured the
fami ly and dinner g-uc..ts on the barba rity of ea ting th e va riou ..courses
as they were served. with p.uti culnr de nunciat ions directed at the
evils of consuming bed. butter , wine. and coffee.

~ -I>

The intellect ua l climat e of Rhode 1sland was do mi na led for mun
than a decade hy tra nscendemali-m and " the ncw nes,..: · ,\ hicb gvn
crated a spirit of socia l a mi po litica l iconoclasm an d a u-ndencj
toward lircrarv innovation . Sa ra h W hitman ..hewed an ope:-n hO!>l ilit~

towa rd all organized religion , and Charles Xewcomb trea ted religion
and other •·sac rrd institutions" a!' men- conventions, Even when the
Tran scendental ists refrained from crusading against custom and
socia l evil.., they ,\Core encollra~('d in literary innovation by their H"r~

..urroundings. In a st'n"t' the splrir of the pe rsonalities a nd move
mcrus which we have discussed was exemplified in th e "( .om couter..,"
the " nat ura l mYH ic~" of Cape Cod who insisted on lea ving the
churches. which they denounced ;1:> corrupt ~hell!> of Ch ri~tianit~

becauS(' of Ihe rdu....d to denou nn' :-1<I\'ery and ot her :'oOCia l (>"il... from
th e pulpit. Elil abt' th C hace "c anIt' out" of a na rrow Quak er hark
gro un d in wh ich wonw n \\TIT timid Iwlpmeet... and ent ('Tcd "ClTlTr
of ani" ity, inllm'a lio n, and Tl·form > T he Xcw com b... "ca Jlle out" of
a ..111l1 /.;" in tellect ual world dom inatn l hy Locke in philo...ophy and
the lH'o-r1a."...i ci:>t ~ in literatut'l'. Thl' Tran~n'·ndent a l i ~ t s, ,dornw rs,
pt l('I1i, a nd religiou~ inTJ(wator ..wen~ "rumeouter<' who left a prm'in
cial cul ture ~u ru.c° rvient to Bril i...h ta~te~ for m'w ,·isla ." in litnature
and po litin, an d the cre a tion of a de morra lic culture and a nat iunal
litera ttlTc.

-1 6 Tr anscendentalism and " The Sru'nl'ss" _. . [April
U:\CLE BRO W:\ G R;\BS .\ T OW:,\

by D -WIP S . Lo' ·[J o Y

"-\..;.,~ .., 1'TuI......,. . D<-PM ' ......., <>f " "'<>0
\I ...h;.n ,>,<>,~ CoIlq<o

Tur; W .-\R(>- H OI· I\I:\" s com ro vc rs v in R hod e Isla nd politi cs during
the 1760\ was more than a riva lry between political leaders. Samuel
\ r a rd a nd Stephen Hopkins : it ', a~ a ."truggle berwer-n Iac tio ns c-.

one north a nd one sout h - for cont rol of the government . Vic tcrj
in the ann ual spring election mea nt a n opportunity for the sucre-ss..ful
fact ion to establish an admi nistra tion biased in favo r of its own
members and the section of the colony from wh ich it derived suppo rt.
The hundreds of offin .;.; filled bv th e Gelleral ,\ J;.'wmhly eac h yea r.
th e system of taxation, and en';l th e courts of jus tice reffcctcd th e
interests of the fan ion in power.

Despite the north-south alignment of pan it's, Hopk ins and wa rd
each received wch-onu- a....... i..ra nee from a few lieutenants in the
enem y's territory. Step hen Hopkins of Providence was ably sup
ported by the wanton fami ly of l\"l·.....pt lrt , who rould round up in
the sou thern tow n a." m;lIlY a." a hundred '·ol~ for the H opkins
people of the north. Twin ' when th e nort hcrm-rs ca pt ured the gov
ern ment thev pUI j oseph Wa nton, Jr.. of Xcwport into the Deputy
GOHTnor·." chair.

Samuel Ward . the sout hern leader. also had accomplices who sup
po rted him from the other end of the colonv . Chid among these
wns Eli ha Brow n . a fier~' politician from the northern ed ge of Provi-
de-nrc ho counted among hi." rela tives the four Brown brothers.
leadin.g me rchant." and Hopkins su pporters of the ....arne town.
" Uncle Brow n ,.. as he was una ffcctio na telv called bv his ncphcws,
served a." Sa m uel Wan l" ." Depiu v GO\('TIlor when the Xcwponer
managed to ren ·i\T a ma jorit v of the frel'llwlI's , ·otcs. :'\0 more
(·antankerous po liti('ian than Eli."ha Brown ('\l' l" gran'd t hc~ Gel1eral
;\ ....'>t"mh ly. ..... hn e h i!> warm su ppo rt of thl' 1iou thnn party cou pled
with his , ·igorOl I." campa ign each spring in \ra n !'!> hdlalf made him
('xtrcme!y ullpopula r among n1O."t of the \'ote rs ill tht' upper ha lf of
the colony.!

IT lw ahon infoTTna tion is Imsr d upon an analysi. of (Il<' Ward-Hopk in< r on_
tronrs, in (h,· wri (r r·, Ph .D. (h,'sis, T h,· Li,...nlio,,' Ih p " hli,· : Rhod,· Island,
li t;O-1776 ( l <i).l } , nrown U n i \'l" r. i t ~ Liurary..,
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The po litical ri\ ';dr y lx-twre-n the I WO Iacrions was responsible for
th e act divi din g the l (J\\ 1I of Provid ence which passed the "~"('mb l ~

in 176.'",- The fad that Elil'ha Brown was <I ringlead er in pu-hine the
plan i!'l su flicicnt evidrncc in iIst'lf to ...how that the scheme W;J ."
po lit ically in-pin-d. W it h a town of his O W II, no lon,l:::(" need "Uncle
Brow n" knuckle limit', 10 his nep hews in Providence at town mee t
inK. Although !-(' uill~ off part of Providence would not lessen th ai
town 's number of deputies in the A.....-em blv. it would accomplish a
similar p UfJX ¥.-(' hy adding I WO new representat ives to the lower
house, who, with Elisha Brown at the helm. might Iw expected to
vote as he d id with the southern interest.

Plans for the division were made in Feb ruary, 1765, while the
Hopkins fan ion was still in powe r. O ne hu ndred and fifteen freemen
from the nort hern end of Providence, headed by Elisha Brown . peri
tion cd the .\S"(.'mhl~ to divide th ai town into two dist inc t part~. The
petit ioners desired to 1)(" separated. Ihl' ~ said. because they were Iarm
ers living in it remote part a nd naturally had interests which ron
trasred with those of the merchants and traders of the ro mpact part
of th e town. Seven to\\ n m('('"t in~, they said, were called within
three months' rime during- thr- previous fall on rnauers which did
not concern the fnrrn ers . vvt thcv were obliged to attend "althoug-h
inconvenient in order to prevent any thi ng d isad va ntageous passed."
It resulted in loss of time, contention, and expense, all of wh ich , they
claimed . ought til lx- bo rn e h~ the r nen hants an d artisans. As usual,
the A.,,"cmhl y refer red thr- peti tion to the n("X1 session a nd voted tu
cite the tOWII of l' rovid eu o - to a ppea r to a nswer wh y it sho uld nul he
gramcd. " This mean t. of cuursc.. rhat the Assemblv would vote on
the pet ition after the nJluint.: r-lcr t ion in .\ Iay.

At the S<IITW ~·s."i{)11 a secon d gro up of citizells, li\-inKin th e no rthern
end of town. pcmioned the As-cmblv askin,l{ that no divi sion be ma de
of Providellce, Tlwy cla imed tha t the first pt·t i t ione~ hitd " hlTIl
inst ig-,lIt'd and Sl't O il hy Craft y and desi,l.,'1ling .\ k n" to di \'idl'
Prm'idenn : " hv Su ch BOlll1llar i<'s as are d irectl \' Calculated trrSn\"(~

th e Inten·~ t ('l l · Vic'w~ an d Sinistn pllrpo~~ ()'f Su ch imti,l{a lllr:-: ' :l
I n spi te of till' di!'."ali:-fanintl of a llumhc'[ (If peop le allli ill ~pi tc (I f

~R.hod l" hlaml Colony R"(' (l rd ~ , 8, 2'i2, Rhod,' Is I" nd ,\rdlivl"s, SI" I,· II" " ,, ' ,
P rov~d (" n ; Brown Pal"''', P.!'h, 1-','hr" " l'y, I i t'5, J" hn Cart n Bro wn I. ihr;ll') ,
r rovtd l" n ,

~ P..l ition, . 11·2, 140, K, [ .\n·h ,

(

I

the " Violent efforts made by t ho~' Concerned," the lower house in
J une resolved by II l/Itljority 0/ o1le 1'011' to g- ra nt Elisha Brown's pet i
t ion; it immediatelv d rew lip a hill for d i~meml)(' r in g: the town. Both
vo tes were promptly co ncurred with by the Counci l where Samuel
Ward a nd Elisha Brown Mt. 1

It is apparent from what then ocr-u rn-d th at the .-\s.~'mhly·s action
out raccd many in habitants in !'("\era l part!' of the rolonv. ~I ():<I;"S

Brown and others from th e business end of Providence drafted a pro
test wh ich th ey present ed to the lower house. Accord ing- to the ne w
act th e north-end people not only had cut oIT more than forty houses
an d about !'ixly freemen from the compact part of the town, but they
had mad e ofT with the grist mill and the public burying: ground.
Moreover, ~IO!'<-~ Brown and his friends claimed that the town of
Providence had never been cited to appc.'ar before the A!'.-.emhly
agreeable to that bod~'s vote and " thl' :<t;mding La w of the Colonv ."?
It is apparent, too , that indignation arou»-d by the act was no t ("()II.

fined to members of th e Hop kins fanion. T homa." Pott er of South
Kin gstown and ~I etcalf Bowler of Xcwport protested against ir;
they claimed th at Provid ence was smal l eno ugh as it was and that a
further divisio n was '· \-;t."tly prej udi cial to the I nn-rest of the Colony."
Other deputies from those two southern tOWIl!' objected on ground!'
that the lower house was alrcadv I( K I la rge. a nd "the Nu mber ought
to be lessened ra the r than mu ltiplied..•.. The Wa rd faction enjoyed
a majority in the 10\\ ('( house. for it had won the elec tion in xtav
a nd had a ppointed n umerous new ofJi('eT'S, hut it!> majority had
dwindled to a sing le vote in Favor of ~pliuing- Provide nce. A few
\\'ard vote rs had minds of their own when it ca me to granting- wha t
seemed to them to be a n out right ~'izu re b~ Elisha Brown and his
friend s of Xonh Provide nce.

It was not un til September. hO\\(' \"('r, that tht' inha bi ta nts of the
old town of ProyidellCe olTirially prolt·~t l'J ag-ai nst the whole affai r
to Ihe As.,,(, lllbly. The Pruvid('l1 C'{' )l{ 'liti oll d ainH'd that rl'gard lt.'s-" of
th e As."(·mbly's !'trin cOlll pl ialllT wit h the leiter of t ht> law in otht' r
{' a~'s, th e tow n had not IWl'1l citn! to appea r before th l' ;\ s.~embly to

al!Swer the or iginal Iwtitiotl, It wa ~ with .({feat a larm , theil, that th ey

lJ o"mal, Hou!(" of n "p"l i,'. , '1·2, J Ufl<' , 171;5, K. I. .\I'rh_ ; I'et itio"" 11-2, lof 1,
R. I Arch.

~· R. I. Co l. Ren ., 8, :1l8.:ll<J, K I. :\nh .
'II bid., :ll'l.
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di.-.cO\'('red at the end of the ~~~ioll tha t the act had passed. and th at
they had no means of redress hut hy rernonsrrari ng 10 the ..\....semble.
The people of Providence admonished the members of the k l::islaturc
a nd " with a firmnes s eq ual to t ill' j ustice a nd eq uit y of th e Cause,"
decl a red th at if the .h"f'mhly had observed the sam e r-a re Ihrntl~hollt

lilt' \\ hole proceedings th at it bad U:-t-U a t the ou tset . the people of
Providence would ha ve been heard in th e legisla tu re. Once hea rd .
th e original petition to divide the town would " han- made its Exit in
as Hasty' a M anner as it d id it:>. a ppearance ." The petitioners prayed
for a reversal of all th at had occ urred and a speedy restoration of
,IMI pa rt of the town whic h had IK'~n taken olT" ; But Elisha Brown
and his cronies gave no gro und. T he art in its final form, however.
d id .~i \'(' th e people of Providence Irec use of the buryill1-: ground
wh ich then lay within thc boundari es of the new town."

I t was two years before Hopkins and his friends could persuade
the freeme n to pUI 11H'1ll back in (JIlin'. In 1767 Stephen Hop kins
d tl1-: up a n impressive majoritv of votes an d S-<1.t again in the Gov
cmor's chair. The As,"t'mhly' hardly had time 10 coun t nost~s after the
gt'lll'fill elect ion when a number of the inhabi ta nts of the com paCl
part of Xonh Providen ce pet itioned the legislature to reunite them
to Providence proJX'r. T heir principa l reason was that many of them
were men'hams an d trad esmen and we're nat ur ally associa ted with
th e people of Providence." Th is ca used a great sti r in the As."t·mbly.
and it was followed by severa l pet itions from both the com part and
ru ral areas of Xort h Providence. Elisha Brown signed OIH" which
argued that if the compact part were reun ited with Providen ce it
would leave b ut ciuhtv-onc freemen in Xonh Providence. wh o. he
claimed

wou'd be reprr-se-ntr -d in till' .-\ ~''l' ' llhl y hy th e- samr- X umlx-r of
IJ"IJllties. as other Town-, in thv Colony (parti"ularly <;01111' South
I'rn Olin ) who ha n ' four times the ;';umh<:r of Inhahitants. and pay
l'ight Till w~ th.· T ax. which wou'd 1)<' produnin' of an IrwcjllalilY
of Repft's{'llta tioll. <lIld al'pan 'lltly dc'strunivl' of till' ,,:,ads of
( ;n\TfIlnWnl.

Elisha Brown 's ma,gnanillllllls C·Ol H·. 'fIl for the equal ity of rc'pn'st'lIta 
t iOIl and til(' cnd s of ,gU\'l·fT lIlH· t\t mu st have deepl y tn o\'t·d that august

; P" li t;om, 11·2, ti l, R.I . ,\ rr h,
~J"h" Ru,s" ll B" rl k tt , rd" R H O" ls "f II... Colo" ,. oj UhOl/.. /d",," ( Pro,';

,J,-"",., UlliI ) , VI , H O-H l.
" /"'1;1;""' . I :1·2, an. R. I. \ rl"h"

•

•

both'. the General .-\s.'(·mbh . "'\ counter proposa l in rhe same pet ition
ca me with more I.::race: rat her "than be man gled and di ....scctcd in the
Manner propa-'d : ' th ('y prefer red 10 be reunited as thev \, ere before
anv d ivision was rnadc.!"

J) lIrin.1: the first week of J uly the .-\s.<.('mhl~ dehared whether or nut
the com pac t pan of Xonh Providence shou ld be n-sron-d to the
origina l town. 'lclM'S Brown, house lea der of the Hopkins facti on.
,a~tiou,.h- maneuvered his Iorces in pre pa ration for the vote. Elisha
Brown. alt hou gh ou t of th e Assembly that year, was represented by
his so n j oh n. who had been sent by the Xort h Provid ence town meet
ing to " advise and assist the Deput ies." II The moment <Ifvotin g was
p"t ufT when a " Long" harranguc Lasted t ill Dar k." Reluctantly
Moses Brown a~rcTd to poslpon e the quest ion tu the nex t da y. \\' ith
this advantage his oppotH'ntl, sent posth aste to Tiverton for one of
th eir fr iends and had him back in tim e to vnu- itt th e morning" But
"throug h Greal Pains" and "good Generalship," sa id ~ l ost'S Brown .
the [ompaet part of North Provid ence was reu nited 10 th e ancient
town of Providence bv (!t 'O l'ole$. 'lost'S Brown was jubilant.
"Uncle Brown " was " Sc; Ir rit arcd" that he promptly moved bag an d
ba gga ge into wh at was left of :\orth Providence. a nd swore. "as theft'
is Brown." up Town as well as Dow n it shuld he Taken olT:'I~

TilE IH S F.\ ~II LY .vx» T il l:
RH ODE I SL.\~D HO SI'IT .\ L

~. R O U S ll " ' .....O"'D , M .D _, Prm,idr n...·, R. I.

Tnz . ="T f,IU :STI :'\" r. ART ICU :: on the Thom as PlI~ lllun In 's H ouse,
hy J ohn Hutchins Cady in the J anua ry. 195."1 . is."'\lt' of R hode b land
ltut orv. with illustr at ions uf the beau tiful inter ior. serves 10 rer-all the
connection oclw el"n the In '"!' family an d the fOllnd ing of the Rh od e
Islan d Ho~pi ta l.

Vig-oruu." elTons Ill,Hk in 18:11-18Y! and for sl'\l' ral yearfi thn e
afte r. In' the Prm'idt'IIt't' ~I ('ll i r al As.-.or iati llll faik d lu impress upon
th e g{'n ~Tal puhl ic Iht, lJ rgelll nef'd of a hospital . and . regretfully, the
IllmTment was ahandOlwd. though it W ilS st ill chn ished in th e

In/bid.
" /bid.
I~ Mosrs Brow n 10 J ohn B.o ....,Il. Pru~, ; d , ' n c ... J uly 7, 1767, Blown P"p...' .

~ I ; .cd l ;",..ou. L"Il" n , i i ti7, I, J ohn Ca rlr r flrown l. i br;H ~' .
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l': E\I'S NOT ES
Donat ions sent in with annua l d ill'S amount to $1.700. a sum that

will go a lon,g way toward nu-r-tinu the $?,500 expense of hurricane
d amage. Large cont ributions were of course grat efu lly received. but
the smaller rnu-s from about four hundred nu-mbers. amounting to a
little O\Tr $500. indicate an interest of a la rgt' grou p of our mrrnlx-rs.
Donat ions continue to come in. and it is hoped that we sha ll reac h uur
goa l by the end of the fiscal ~Ta r in J uly.

printc and desirable for the institution. :\ considerable port ion of this
site. owned by the city. was wiUingly donated by the Cit y Council on
condi tion that the new corporation would first securc subscriptions
to the amount of at least $7.;,000. T his sum was at once subscr ibed.
It is hard today to understand the difficulties which had to be mer
and ove-rrome by these pioneer founders who firmly established the
Rhod e Isla nd Hospital. Theirs was the task of spreading information.
soliciting Iuuds. and developing- what had at first been only a benevo
lent pur pose in a comparatively few minds to meet a long-existing
socia l want by givin.l; to chari tv pa tients neces-"ary medical ami surgi
(·.1 1 treat ment which they could nei ther provide nor afford in their
own hom es.

T he Civi l War was at its height and the uncertain tide of battle
flowed toward the bo rde rs of New Eng land. It was OIH' of those
moments most favorab le to every benevolent enterprise. M en were
inspi red with generous senti ments. T he people of the state responded
g-t·nl"rously an d with in sixty days over $~OO.OOO was contributed.
T his amoun t was quicklv doubled by subscriptions which poured in
from every section of Rhode Isla nd . T he gifts came not from the
r ich alone but from people in every walk and station of life.

The hospital was opened in O ctober. IR6B. with accom modations
for about sixtv patients. During the succeed ing: years numerous addi
tions have been made to the original structure and at the present time
an entirely new building is in the proct'~$ of construction. \\'hen it is
completed the hospital will be ab le to accommodate at least 600
patients .

T he Ives fami ly has been ar-rive in providing many other bcnevo
lent gifts to wort hy p rojects in Providenrr- , inclu d ing donations to
Brown University.

thoughts of lllany benevolen t-min de d people in the communit y.
During this period Thomas Povnton I\TS. the grandson of the original
Thomas l' ovnton Ivcs. manifested a considerable interest in medicine.
He became a pu pil of Dr. J. \\" . C. Ely and tonk a full course at the
College of Physicians and Surgeons. Xcw York. but without obtain
ing a medical dq~T<~t" Since he had no intention of practicing mrdi
cine, he devoted h imself to the scientific side of medicine. He boug-ht
a microscope which was demonstrated on various occasions to the
physicians of the community. The records of the Providence M ed ica!
Associat ion state that "the O ctober and November meetings of 1856.
were spent plcasantlv in the stud y of microscopic speci mens for which
the Associa t ion was indebted to Xlr. T. P. Ives. Drs. Coll ins and
Ely." At the outbreak of the Civil \far Xlr. Ivcs offered his yacht to
the g-l)\"ernment and was commissioned a Captain. H e was later
promoted to the grade uf Lt. Commander by th e \, 'ar Department.

T he act ua l origin of the Rhode Island Hospital carne about
through the benevolence of .:\loR's Brown Ives, who. upon his deat h,
in 18S7. bequeathed $jO.OOO to such wort hy objects as sho uld be
selected by his broth er. Robert Hale 1\'('1'. and h is nep hew. T homas
l' ovn ton h TS, (g-randson of the orig-inal T . P. Ivcs ) wh o were named
as his trustees.

,$10.000 of this amount was expended 011 various cha rities. but the
two trustees, believing that the time had now come for the realization
of hopes long cherished, decided to devote the remaining- $40.()()(J of
this liberal bequest toward starti ng a public hospital. However, fur
ther efforts Wt'IT required to speed the accomplishment of this
worthy purpose.

As so often happens. it required a tragedy to arouse a sufficient
in terest in the establishment of a general hospital in Providr-ncr-,
L ieutena nt Robert Hale Ives. J r.• the SOil of one of the trustees of
this will. had been fata lly wounded in September. l8G? at the batt le
of An t ietam . Short ly thereafter the immediate fam ily decided to
proceed more \'igoromly with the plans for founding a hospital and
ill the spring of 18li:1 ob tained a charter for the Rhode Isla nd Hos
pital which became a corporate institution of the state. Robert Ha le
In 's was elected the first president of the Boa rd of Truster -s , and his
portrai t now hang-s in the hospital.

The present site of the hospital was immediately sr-lrxtcd as appro- • • •
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Th l' Sw'j (·ty ("I lIl ti Jl lH·.~ \lJ ("(Iopnat\, with other institut ions by knd 
in g" paiming:s and 1I1 all' ri,d {Will Ihl' museum for exh ibit iolls. During:
Ihe winh' r a la rgt' llllllll )('1" of our pirtures of PrO\,idell("t' ha s het·t! on
exhih it ion at lh t, ,-\ It Cen ter in PrO\-idell('(' and at the Attlebo ro \Iu·

In Februar-v (I f t his ~ l'<lr .\ Ir. Richard LeBa ron Bowl'n . a former
president of The KhOf.! t' Isla nd Historical Socierv, was elected ;1

Fellow of the ~Kiely of r.t'IU';i1o~isls (Of London . England.
O nly four rm-n a u' Fd lo\\ s of bo th the Amer ica n a nd the English

S()('ietil's of ( ;t'lwalog: isIS. O { these {our. three, ~tr. Bow en. Dr.
Ar thur Adams of HO.~t oll , \l a:<..s., a nd \1r. Georl:e An drew!' \I or ia rt ~

of O gunq uit . \I ;lim', an' nu-mbers of T he R hod e Isla nd Hi...ro rica l
Societv. TIll' fourt h Fcllo....- is an Englishman. ~I r. Ant hony R.
wacn cr. Rich mond Herald of the College of Arms.Lo ndon . England.

The Socit,t\ \ fine collec tion of logs and journals kept on board
Rhod e 1... land \t':"...·ds has received an important addition through
the purc hase <It auction of the logbooks of th ree famous Providence
Ea:-I India mcn. \I ost important is th e log of John Brow n' s ship
Grnrrlll ll'(/jhin~lon, J onathan Donnison master, kept bv Ric hard
Low on th e finot \'o~ a.ge of a R hod e Isla nd \'D.."CI to the East Ind ies,
The reco rd IX'gin~ on Dcccmlx-r 27. 1787. and ends on J uly 5, 17B!!,
when Block l-la nd was again -iahted. In th e CO liN" of her VO~<ll:l'

the Gl'nrral ll'(/jhin,~ton traded at \fadeira . \I adra.... Canton. and
St, EtI~tatiu~ and visited a nu mber of ot her ports.

.-\ second volume contai ns a log of the ship R esource, Xat hanicl
Pea rce muster. ow ned by J ohn Corlis and W illiam F. \lcgt'l" on a
voya .gt' to J ava in IBOO-OI. a nd a partial log of the same H"s""l.·1hound
for M a nila and Ca nton in 1802, Both we re kept by Pcleg Gi lfo rd.

Of late r d ate is thcloub ook of the second . Inn and Hope, Thom as
Holden , jr. master . cove ring voyages to Bat avia . Amsterda m. an d
(;ot IU'nbur,g, 18:U-:H. a nd to Bat avia and Canton. I83.'i<H) , The
hook a l~l ouuains the lo,gs of \'oyagl'S of the .-1merica, of which
Holden wa~ m.on-r. bl'tw ('('n Unit ed Sta tes po rts and Liverpool in
I H39 a nt! I H.JO.

Another imput.uu a( qlli~it ion, abo bought at auction , is a pn'
\'iou sly unknow n hroadside pr il1t rd a t l\' ewpnrt by Solom on South 
wirk in 1776, It descrihes the evacu ation of Bosto ll by Ihe Brit i~h ,

SCUIll. SnTral pieces of Chim'sl' 1" I>l 'rt poncla in wvrc on r-xhihit a t
rhr- Los .-\ n,geks COllnt~ \I U~' 1l 1ll in l.o~ :\n,L:d l':' during the late
\\ in ter.

•

•

•

•

•
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•

•

j.Wll'$ Burrill Allgell: .m A"lt"r;Cilll ' ,j!l lU'IIU , h )" Sh ir ley \'( ' . Sm ith . Ann
Arbor, Un i ~'e rsil)" of Mich i,;a n Press. 1 9~ 4 . xiv, J~'J p . ~7.5 0 ,

In 1951 Shi rky \\", Smith. rrlin·(j vi ...· pn-videut of the l ' ll i\'n , il y "f
:\l ir hiJ.!: 'Ul. wro\(' '''Jr'y 1l,,,,J{ "'jl r-IJi", 'I'lll t he: , ' ni/" IIi l l ' "I .\I ir- /riRan. an
"ll lnlailling lifr- of til!' L'uive-r..ily\ f"llnh pn·..irh-nt ( 1 9 1 (l. 1 ~ ) 2 11) in wh,,,,'
"rlmini'lration he had L,ken p;lrl . (hw " '\ i" wel' of thi, ho.. k ,!'vl'rely nilirind
:\ Iirhi ,l(an', admini'lraliw I'"Jj, ie' in Illl' "arly 1I"'l\li('lh ....lllury. ""!,:l(r'ling ""I
only lhal I llllrhin' "a' 1o" , ..n'l"rv;oliv(., h,,1 ,,1"0 l h" t :\ li,-hig"" had Iwell de
dilliru; in ('"ml'ari'''11 "ih "lh..r 'lal" 'I"ivn,iti .., ,in" , "h"lll !()()tI. whik Ih,'
..Jd",ry l'rr , idenl ,\ nc:l'1l. in olli,,' ..ill,,' !1l7!, wa, " l'l' lln alr d alm"'l to 11,..
I)o im of d,·ifi,alinn." t

IWalton n r an in J h fJiu ippi 1' ,,11')' I/' JI",i( ,,/ Ur,'ir,,' , XX X IX, 1 Uu,"' ,
1'152 1,147_148,

Plans a re being made for <I pilgrimagl' to ~Jl1le historical spot.
possibb the Concord Antiq uarian :-X}("it·t~, at the end of \l ay or the
he,gin ning of J une. It is 0pt,'n to women members of the Societv.
.\ ny one imeresn-d should ca ll the Soci(·t~, DE, ter 1-8.17.1, and she
will be kept informed of the plan ... a~ t hey progre:<..~ .

BOOK RE\'IEII' S

T he time of the Society's \\cekly radio program. "Rhod e Island
Ramblin gs." heard on Betty Gunnilt .I!:':- "Friendship Club" program
ewry W~dnooay 0\1.'1' Station WJ c\R has been chanced to 12 :.JS
p,m.

On Xlarch IH the So('icty had till' welcome- opportunity of hcing:
the !-'Uest of Bro wn University Oil its u-lcvi ...ion program "An Enning
on Collegt' Hill." Using moving pictu re- taken by the Brown Photo
graphic Labora tory \I r. \lon;lholl told of the history and purpose of
the Society and described J oh n Brm\ n H OIl"t' and some of the con
tents (If its rooms. \J r. Collins used oh jr-c ts from the museum to
illu-tratc various a-pccts of the hi...tory of the stare. Enthusiastic com
mcnts from many persons who '<;""1 \\' the program seem to indicate
that televi...ion is an excellent medium for arousing an interest in
historical subjects.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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3Wa hn C. Bm mon, · :-';Ol..~ "f ~h 'I ;>Ik Wid, Pr..~id..n t . \n~..ll, :-.:....'. 12, IQ IO,"
T n ...d IIlrlrlo r..nd"m, Brow n l ·ni, '..n;i l~ I.il,r ;> ry.

.J am n B, .\n ll/<, lI lo W, W . "' ....n, Ot"lnhn :11. \" 14, .\ 1.5, flro .... n l ·ni" ..rsil'
I. ito'an

.\ nl(..11 sun,·"full" rnl"n'd ih... finan <'l"' o f n school hard hil h~ til<' Civi l W ;],
cud -upr-rvised tl;r (',t~hlisIHllr-nt of ",,,,,, t ion,, 1 n,,,r-,,,. In [HI,' 1 ln-aan thr
pr n1r;l{'l l"d nl'l;(nl iali"ns whie-h I..d It> . \11\:" 11', rr UWI';I[ t" Ann .\ rl'o r in 18il.

),Ir , Smit h'v ;""'OUIl! nf ,\n\l:.'l r, ." Ir...e-r a l )'l i,hi\:,1ll r-ompriw-, th r- IlMi..
pnni"u nl t he ho.,I., Il l' HI ;II.I"' <I , pt', ia l '\lI.'mpl I.. ,h"" Ih"l .\"1( ..11 rrc ruirl'd
pr"mi,inlil Iacultv memberv Iro m ol hrr in"itullon' alln 19UO, in ;III'''.-r 10 rh..
,h;lr\:e tha t ),( ilh ilil an .... a. becomine inhrrd "nd n'n....rvative- .. I Ihis lim.',
I><-I"iled a,"'''llIl1. are al .. , aiven ul .\n\: ..lr, mi"i.. u-, to C hi n,1 a nd Turk, ' ~

" .. d hi, \("""i,-(' on huematioual ", " n mi"i" m. Fina l l ~ , II,..r (' a r.. ,I number "f
,Ihlptrr, alTn lion;tlrly dl',nihing .-\ nc dl a , :\11. Smith knr" h im fru rn the 1;,...

ni,lt ·,i .., until hi~ d..a rh in 1911i.
'I' ll<' read..r vhould nut ('xp"r! from lhi , ho.,l an ;m;, I~,i, of g" Il" r,11 prohkm,

" f hi ltl,..r education: )' Ir. Smil h rard~ .....utu re v fa r from the ),l i,hil.lan ,.-rnl'.
Ample ma t" ria l i~ supplied tn illustrate .\Il\l:l"l r, o"n t"thwat i" n;11 ph ilosoph,' .
Perhaps. howevr-r , )'Ir. Smith co uld have po intnl "UI more- prr,' i"' I ~' h""
""rl in deve-lop m...m , prepared the w"y I"r .\nl.lI"I!', "I""""" afte-r 187 1. I' H', i"
d..m W a, land ', inll Ul"II"1" i.. I"m ph;l,il,'d. Ancell , h""""l"r. rrl(;lfd ...d \,'ay 13m l
.... il h m,,~.. than mere voutbful vem-rariun; .'\TlI ", ;\ crudent Ill" w,\, " bll" I"
"I'pr;, i, .. th .. pr ..sid "llt< imperial manur- r w ith ,hn'" d rh-t.uhmem . II " learn..d .
'" II<' lol d W ;.II..r C. Hrn n,, 'n in 1910, th.u thr- wa y to 11<-.. 1 wirh Way [;IIl,] ","

I" ;l(lm il Iti, authority ..m l llwll qut"Sti"n t l"" prine ' ipl," " n " hi"h il ,,"s applirtl ,a
.\ tu:.-ll saw Ih ;,l \\';ly la nd W;I\ nOI a p" rf<-d ad m ini' l r;,l ttr. a nti Ih"l I' w k " " r
( :" ,,, ..11 ,a,,('d him lrorn mi"al.es. but hr a tlm irnl lh ,' 'pi ri l .. f W:ubm l\ pLtn,
' " r ,,,II"l::i;l l(' rl"form. and hi. ea ren " as ;l1f..,I('d I" th .,ir (,"I""uti"n. T Il<'
,-h" i, r ..i prn fl", ..,rs hip'" off" ff"d hi m ill 1831, som"lilllt" ,'il ...1 ;t\ :t d,,'si, '
..x" m plr of th....da ptabilily I"x~11"d <I I Iht" prl"-C i, il W ar prolr''''ri'll .'andi.
d;III", ;lro ..... (r" m " crisis d t ll row n cff"al ('d by \ra ~ [ .Uld 's arhitra ry di,mi,-.;J.l "f
I'ruf" ' '' ,r ' ( ; r ...... llt". :'\ orton . and I'on .'r, ahll" Il"a"h"r, "ho h,ld tbr...d In qll"'·
Ii"n lltr P I"I" , id ..nt' , rt"gulal i"n, on ,Iutklll di ,dplin ,.. ,\111: .-1[', w il hdr;lw;.1 from
hi , pmfes",r,hip was p;tnly a re'ult "f I' r('. idt'nt S,.ars aham1"'1ll H'nt "f
\\'"yland\ ,,'IWIllt'. And h.. wa' 'IW"k illl: for Ih,,,,· " f t he BWWll [;l<'ulty "h"
th" " llh t Ih"t S I"<!f' W;I' f,llIin g IlI"hind tilt' lim!"', as "t'11 as d rawi" l( "n hi s ,m n
\ ·... rrll.'1lI ex pcri"II" I", "llt'n, in an ad d r..ss "t Ih .. Bft",n .'mnmt·... ·'· m t·1II "f
[8MI, ht, pra i" 'd ' \"ayland', Ii_ion ;lnJ ."alk d 011 Hr.."n t" n p;m d ii' f:t, ili li"" l

.\1 ),1ichit;:a n '-\n \l: el! cOlllpl... t...d t h(' ...dm';ll ion a l I"difi'l' pla nm'd hy \\'a \ la nd ',
\:Tt·"t "ollll"lIlp"ran an d ;Icu tl" crili<'. lI"n'1 Ph il ip T a pp.t n. 11,· ;1['" Illain·
la in...d d O"l" t i.., 1>1"1" 1"('11 Ihl" l -n i\ '''f' it\ ;IIld Ih,· SI;l tr', publif "h,",1 'y'l..m.
..' ""lIIl'mpl:ltl"(1 h~' John n I' il"l<'e Hrm,n, 18~ :! ) . :\Ii , hi\l:;tn', hf' l S"rK'rin.
Ir rlt!t-nt " f I' " hlit' In ' tr urt iun . Th.., ,\nl(" II', admlni,tr"Iion;l1 ),Ii ,-hi!l:an "'"
illUm'need by T ;ll'p..n and \\';I ~ [;]nd , lilt' lll<"t import 'lIlt prr.C i\'i1 \\'"r "ri!n'
on til,' flltn r(' of .-\ m n i(·;lll hi~l ... r('(ltl<':llioll, "hilt'llll' m"lnr(' St:ll" ,·t!llt"lli"n;' [
'y'tt 'm of his d 'l )" llI, r d "IUdl III th r "isi" ll " f;1I\ ,';ulit'T IIrl""I\ a l" lIIn1l_.

The 1'1","'lll life of j;lIlH'S Burr ill .\ llgd l represents, in p.ut, an 'l1l",,' r 10
this <,h;t1kl1~f'. It ;11. " prrwid. >, ,,"other , h;lIl<"<' fo r ~l r. Smith to pnrlT ;' y the
"h;u;'.-I..r of all <I f ;\lkm ;,, k-adr- r " h" " 1 h.. km'''- and s..rv" . I. T h i, he",'-, l ike
t h.. li f... .. f llunhinv, " ill h uvr- ih t:rrat ("st ;IIIT;I' ,;"n f" r rr,i<kr, intr- re- te-d in
th O' h i, tnn of th r- l 'II I\T P' il\ of ~I i. - h ican . ~Ir. Smit h has lI'rd curh .....un-,.' as
\ ncr lr ' Il.m",iu. 11.-. J. pul,li,h" d in 1911 ....\ 1II: rll manuwrjpt- preserved at the

l, "ni....·I,il\· ul ~I i ( hiaan. 11k , nf t he- /" 01idolO' Joinnal, ,<lit! :\1\1.:""11",, puhli,h r-d
add rcs....': 10000rthn wi th hi, 0\>1\ lund ur al1l"nl,, [(' an d T('I lI ini " 'r nn '", I" u r al "
a ' -mnpn·hcn sin....nd c'l1\rrla inilll: " i~raph~ . Per haps hi, Il: fra lr,t ......nin· has
ber-n w n,n,lru.'1 on thr-franwwurk of .\ T1l(l"lr, m, II dry, prO"'lr 1{cmlll u a T! c('1
;1 IIlI"ll"w and iml'irim: pir-turr- " f Ill" educator's life .

Fur Rh"de !s];lI1d readers lhi , hiography should .-rrtainly have an apl'!'al.
_.\ '''''rntIHI;<"'llt ' rali"n ,k,aml;llli uf R og er \\'iIIiams' n llll pan i" n, Th"mas
.\n \:rl l. j.u JU·' Hurr il l .\ ntl:rll " . t\ born in SdI U;,1 1" in 1819, son o f An drew
.\m:dl. and descendant " I wvr- ra l ~f'ncrali" n, ul n'un l ry' rave ru k('(' p' ·r s. II i,
l·d "" ;,li.. n ,,;t\ ob l.•in ..d in rural ,,-huols an d arad.. mir-s, and <It Ihr l'n i \ r t'o i l ~

Grammar S•rho.. l, Provid emc. under II l"n'1 S immons Frir / r , "ho. a' "mlr, sor
of L a t in 'II ),I ichi\:an. late r \l 1t;:\:r,t('l1 his for m e-r pupils na me 10 t he Rq.:l·nh
"f th r- l 'ni \'l'rsil y ;IS ;I candidate f"r irs presid..n, y..\ngrll 's r " ,'d 1.-n l pr"p;lra 
lion and diligent ""rk hrmll:ht h im top honors in thl" Ilr" " n Cia" " f IlH!J.

),I r. Smith's di'cn"ion of .-\n\:,'II', undr-rgr.uluarc year, llq.~lt'<'I' ,' ''nll' uf the
,il(lIiti",1Il1 matl'ri,,1 in th,' ch aptn of thc U tllJ ;"i l (nl{f' j "n ,dlidl it i~ !J;I'nl.
Th.· inl lu"'Kc "f .\I ,·xi' C ..,w(' 11 I;ltcr ,\ nl(l"ll", 1;llher.ln.I",, ) :m d (If Prr ,idrl\{
Franf i, \\'a yland i' .-rnpha,il,·tl, hUI no mn ll i.. 11 i, m ,HI!" o f Ihe dl'hl .\n1o:1"1I
him M'11 a.-lmowl('dl;(' d to Ih l"Il"a, him: of \ \"illiam (;alllmrll , " h,lS(' h i, t"r) "nilIS('
"d~ "f,,[ln Ih 'ln t hdl " I am' olhn <'011«:1" (,xc'l"pl H3n..ard." .-\1",. h,' ,h<>uld
h;l\'(' m ..nti"f)ed ( ;l"llf l;(l" \\-a ~h i n \: l "n (;re l"nl". "'h",," di\("u"i,,", of th.. Eu r" pt' .m
.'r i...., " f HU8 "rr.. "" f;"c in'l liTlI{ Ih,,' .\nce ll l;l tt'f ' HOle " ) .." nle" Ihal m y 0" n
int(' n,1' illl ('rr,1 in Europ all po liii", ;lIld hi 'I" r~ d.It ." fr"m Ihl"hours I "I t lI11dn
Ihl ' '1)('11 of ( ;...o r lo(l" ('r nr·' filiI' I'I[k ."~ II n l" was thr 1 K'~ i ll n i ng "f " "nt' of
lho: inl"n" l' "hi,h ,\ lll(t' li pursu"d Lua as 1","')1<' r, "dil"r, ,1I1d diplnmOlI.

;\ 1 Brt" ' ll ,\ ngr ll lll'g,llI hi, lifdun~ fril' lul-h ip "ith Ru\\I:md I Lt/ Md o f
Pearl" f) :tk with "hom hI' tr " I'd ,'1! ah a ~ r;.. llIa li,, " , lir 't Ihruull;h th.. So ut h,
and la ll"r, ;, ft..r hr id I"ll1 plo~ 1Il('l\{ h~ th(' 1~ '~I "n C ilY En £ill rrr. thrullgh EUrupl'.
DuriTlIZ Ihl" LUWp"';tI\ luur .\11I:1"1[ rl"f ei \,('d I' r..,i d" llI \ \ "a , b nd \ o lln "f a
prof (', ..u r, hip dl Hro" n. l"ilh,'r ,il'il elll;ln'''' rlnll: or 1Il,){km la nllUa1o:...... "ith
pt:"nni..,i " u 10 rl"lIla in ahwad ....11I(' m"nth, f"r ,' 111' 1. . 11(' ,·11",," IU learh m'><!l"m
blll;(ua£I" ' ;m d pr cl' ;lrl"d him scll hy ' Iudy in t'r ,tII" 1" an d (;I"flnany.

'-\n 1o: ..11 d id not f"r 1"'11; l'n joy tI,t' opportll uil il"s. "h ifh hl" h;ld a nt;,. ip.l trd.
nl I('ad\iu~ l itl"ra lur.. I" "111)(·r.-l ;I" rn"1I: uull"r Ih .. S.·"r, n 'g iml" hI' wa s I/: ivrn
on ly r lrm,'nl;l ry 1 :1II ~"a~r d;],,(· s. S' Hlll [ll' I"' lo;;lll to" ril" o", ·",iulla[llt·""paprr
artirk' Oil Eurn p" an ;, tTair'. III [HI;!) h(' r('siClIl'd hi, pro f"" , 'r, h ip ;It,,1 I", ,,am..
editor 01 Ihr P, m 'id ,'" a / " urrwl. II .. held Ih i, FM"I throll \l:h Ihl' C i" il W;lr ,
helplni:' I" in;lu \:ur ,11 1' t h.. 1'; :'. ,,;n).: llull t"t ." , ;ln nUll;n"'l h nf "a n inw ... Xtr;l",
I n 1866 «1m,. <I ('"II 10 Ih.. pr ('..idnll'y o f Ih.. l ' u iH 'r , it y of \ 'ermollt , wh('re

':T lu R " lI i lliu trlu J 0/ }om,. 8 .."ill . "tvll :-.: ....... Yor l., 1111 11.25.

Ihn m uUlh ( :.,IIr\:r 1'I0UU 'HU. M. ' M,'''' l



.1R nook Reriercs [April lIIod I S[fm d Condo)' R rum is

I-' rom SloJl t' 1'1 (il;U II. T h e S'"r.l' ollhe .'-egro i ll R hode l J/oJ" J , by Ir ,"in ):
II . Barden. Providence , The Urba n Lea gue of Greater Providence,
195-1. 76p. S J.(X); mailin): roe.
I'r"k" "r 1I.,TIlrl1 ·' ... nllillt "f th .. Xq): ru ill Rh "d .. l -Lnd i, thno- "rI'''llll'.

II., h" , r-:-.pl l> r..dan a r...-, in thr- '1;'1.·', h i ,wr~ hit he rto nl"\(k.-tl"d "ml prr ...·llh
Ih,' r.., ull, " I hi, ,-.u ..fu l r.--,·"n h in a hi \: hl ~ readable, Irrqu" l1 tl~ li, ..I~ m.-Ullwr .
.\. rh.. author tk,nib.-- 1110' 1" 1111:. "I l\\ ard ,nu\:lde o f lIlt" n, l" rrd rare- ill t hi,
-mall "(".-ti"l1 "f :'\.." Em.:lan d. t he reader I.W<"()IO'·' ",-uto:-l~ ("un..-i, ,,,, "f th..
fa, t th"ll hr- ":'\"\:TO pmhl"lll"' i, bUlh nauoual ;.o"d 10Cll.

()n.. uf rh.. 111"'1 inl.. ro·, till \: ,,,pt...., 0 1 Rhod r- l vland hi-ao rv 'trll1' from the
, a rir ly o f propk ",hn h,t\" 11I '-1(1,· Ih..ir hom e, wit hin t he boedc rv o f this lilll ..
' U lr. In 'pil" " I lilt" IT.lllili" ll "f r.. lil! i" u' an d pl.liti,-al libe rty. Rh"d.. l daud
hav wen ii, ,h"r.. o f "man', lnhumanirv It> man:' Althoueh ,,,. kn"', Ih'lI
,Ia'·"~ "." acce-pt ..d ", I\.. ,· .."ar~ in the ';"''' lIlf't''nth cent ury ;n<lt l" '1 X..wport
m r-nhantv " ..r.. not th .. onh 1>1Il', I" profit from "catchinz 1.1;11 l bird , <>n th..
coa-t of .-\frie"," "urI<" uf th.· Lt, ,, about the Rhodr- l -dand ,law' IT .-Hit- 1T1 ,l\

r-ome '" a ,hu, l ..\ h rr r.."din!.: th.. ,ho" ,·hapt..r on daverv. " " can d im],
IImkr' t'H1d " ha l lort"T.., "f budy rhe ,laH' trad r- rauced rh...\ fritan - ami
"h"t to rtur..' nf ""I",-i"11o" il hrull\:ht tn th .. Bristol ,bw' t rader.

Thiv lin l.. I)(x,lon on.. ttl ,'1 " f I," -al hi,to~ ..nabks Ih.. rrad..r to ...... b m ili"r
f'\ t:' n1. in " d iIT" r" llI elirn..n,inn_ T ho:- ,tory of Iht:' :'\ l"£ro in Rh o<l.. !-Lwel
I,'w· h..< on m;tll\ 'uhj.., I' ,.f I",t h ' 1,,11' ;tlld ,,;.o liona l impo nam·.. - IIU' inllll
.. noT ..r Ih,' Qll .llrr<. lh... \ m..rit".lII R<'\" lui i"n, O"rr', relxl li" n. t h.. Civil War.
.-llId " Iha,. I'a rt inl l "rl ~ inll 'r l"l in l:" tn Ih is ro:-, 'i..." n was th .. " ,,111<Ir', eI..,,· rip
lio n or th .. inflll"lh '" "f ",IT un th .. ,...Ior..d inh "b il"m, 01 Rhnd .. Island . 11\
Ihr .\mrriran R... -nluli..n <1;,,-.., " rrr puTl"h"...·d from Ih..ir n"' nrTll ,lIld ..Ill·
ploy..d 10 lidn f" r Irr ..tfnlll. III t h.. C i\'il \\"" r thr y \'ol um...n ...d as frr(' ,-iti , ..n' .
'Hl:-.inIJ ' In lakr Ih..ir p l,,,-.., in th.. ,Irllly "n an o:-qual basis wilh "Ilwr ...--.ldirT".

:\1" ,1 ,...n in..nt for II' t..d .n i, th.. d..<c ripliu n uf Ih.. Xrl!IO' , posit ion ill lh ..
(""",m,m il ) aft " r kc.-.I In "'d"m h"d Iw,·n .-It·hin ,'d. In Rh"d.. hland.•1< .-I,,"
" hnr, r'I.-i,,1 pn' jlldi,'l' " '-" n,,1 ;,h"li,hn l "il h <I a\'...~-. :\Ir . Ib rl1l'lt"s ...."n II
intn hrin k o hl 1\<· ... ' 1'.' 1)("1'. ;md elll'I,' p;llnphkt< brin!,:", 10 l i ~hl <Illh '· pi,nel..,
,,< Ih.· d.--lru, l i" n "f X '·c.r, ,,·' · h"ll" 'S hy ,I lll" b .. f whit ,· IIU'I] in II,,' l' ro\,iel" Ill""
ri,.t < "r Ill:!,' ;lml 111:11. ' I\,n irnlx'rt;lll i drlnri... \\011 hy thr ("" I" rr <l r.,,·" ill
til<' nin ..t'·,·nth, '·IIIIlI'y. 1111' , u1fr"l,\" ,md "llllal ril,\hts in publ ic ,·du r ali"II. w,'r r
'" hin·,·d ill tl,.. L.. ,. "f str"ng opp",ili"ll ,

1'1,.. ;tll itlld r "f tIll' I'r o l ';fl.- n r ,· f (/lj" 1lI1 ,·"nn.·min\: d,·"·!!Tt, !.: ,,t..d ,du."I . ill
th,' "'Il"r IH:,II"< i, illlllllin" li ll\:. •" th"t pape r "'" '" ililport"nt iu"rdl,·.-tillg
"nd in formilH( I'"hlil ' "pinion. 11"nl"~ II. .\l1thon). tllO' rdi tor. r,·~"rtkd ti ll'
Ikm'-l11d f"t "(1\1'.1 richt < ill "d"ra ti"" a< tIll' ,,,,rk of "11('" ""11wr< .- " ,,1 "Clt.-lIor\
... "h,' ,,,uch t p,•.,i tion '"lll i"tlw'lll'" for th,·m",h ·", r"llla Ih"n t" pr"m" l"
Ih.. In int' ·fl·'t " r tl ...ir ra...·... Stuo],-m, of Rhut k " land history "ill I", '1"ill
tl> w,l i · th "l IIU' ,·dito,. ·, o[lp",iti"n 10 d""'grr\:alion in tl... " -h,,,,], ".1'
m.-.t ,·hnl h)· "" " Ili'", it ion In "q ua l ' \llfr,,!!" r"r f"rt 'ign -hoTri ..it i,rn<. .-\ ltholl\:h
till" illll11 icr 'lIlt c rou p' " uh u il' l','<1 till" .:"r\:TO in Ih.. r'1<' r for "I'on"m;,' illl-

I'rmTIIll"TIl . th r- ... ,lorr(1 I...npl" we-r.. not .-11<,n r- ill ,·xI,,·ri,·n..ill.'; "·"llnd-d'I"
,-iI i" ' n, hi1'.

On r- a,p", t "f thr-hi,w r, uf rh.. :'\f"I!:lll in R h,,,k I, b nd whuh i, nul indudnl
hr-rr- i, hn" nnv..rupulou.. lxK....< purcha....d Ih,' \"<11,', of il.:nur.-1T11 Xe!.: roc. in
th ..ie ...ffort < 1<> maintain p"lit k,,1 pu"..r.

It m u" nor I... thoug ht, ho"f'\' <'T, Ih,,1 'Ill R h,xk 1, landr r< werr- indifln"'1l
"r h" 'li l... In th .. :'\t:'l.: roc" ,ulJl.:l:"k up ;011(1 .-." "~ frum th r ;.ohl,mal depths of
,la"·I1. ··It i, true that :'\..\fro.... in Rhod.. h l" lId "rl' all"" ..d I" ma kr a be tter
lif,' for thcm-elv..... Ih,m ill 1n"' 1 ot h..r ' t.-.I"'," It i••,1". ITU.. thai "'... rh e sa me
ido:- al " hi,h invpired \ 1......., Hrown ... 1.. 1.,h"r f"r Ih.· 'r!"',lli"n "f t he p'."pl<
,I ..olor· ... i, k(" pl aliI'''' hy th ,.... "h" ar.. lili:hlll'!.: tn "holi,h discrimination
in houcine am i industrv."

:\I r. Bart fe tt h.I< .-..rt~inh m"dr a " orlil" hi]......lIlrihuli"n to R hode Icfand
hi""I1-. II i. work ,hould ~ an inspiration rur ,imiLn ' Iudi," lOf othe-r croup'.
Tha nk - It> lilt' author'< pion..r rinc " r r-an 1,,,,ll" T\, .•rd I" hi'l"rie< n f th .. l rich.
th.. I-" T"II' h-Canadian•. th.. h alian <, an d " thn< "ho havr conrribur..d to th..
··Iidi....xpt" ri"w nt"' t ha t i. Rhode Island.

~1_\ It\' ':0 "8 SflSOS

R h"d, · l vland Cnlll"£"r of Ed ucat jon
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SPRAGI 'E

~f i" El il.al-x·th R . SpraRUI' \\hn d" parh'd thi. lif, ' F t"b. 6. 18:\8 . In

27t il yr. of her ae.

Ephr:Ji lll R . S(Jragut' d i. -d in S toni tlAIr,n . (:"nll .. :'\(l\' . 17. 18,°,6.
at' . 32 yn.

Eua .-\t \\ d l Sprag-ue, KIt, l(k h1<ll\d . Bb r J.. Slll ilh 2 nd . CI. l ' .S.:\.
R .F ., A p r . 2, 1882- :\0\'. II , I!HI.

G('{lrg( ' R. Sprag"u{', Apr . 26 . UH7-:\0\". H . 1~ 19 .

L o ra n i.. A . Ball , h i. ",i fr . I k ... :\1, 18.i 1 .Ja n . 29.19 13.

(; ill....r t Sprag-ut' . 1829-1 9 17, h is wift' ,
Lo u i. a A llen, 18:\9-1922.

HO~ (' I T1ond : wifl' (,f G rorgl · 11. S p ra g- II(" dau.l.;hltT of Ik nja m in and
~targarl' t Spragw': d ied IUIlt' 211, IBm;. at' . :12 HS. , I 1110.. 18 da .

I n fa n t , o n of (irorg-t' II . a~d ({"\l'mond Spr;lg-\{(· . hom ;l1ld died
.Ju n ... 7, IBlH. '

Fa thrr f lr m y C. Spragw' d il"d A ilg- . I:", . 1 ~1 (J2 . :1I'. 62 r lS.

~l o t her H an nah R. Spral!:!U', ( no (btl" ) '
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SI'IL\t;1T
Fa ther Henry Sprague. 18-U 191H.
Mot her Ha rriet E. Spr,tg"ul', 18:'l.l- 19(lO.

.Ia\lles E. Spra~lll' , .Iu1v ;-' , Ill:li-:\by 17, 190:",.
H is wife, :\Iarv- .-\. Ba ll. Feb. 2-l, 1812- Ft'h. 29, 1918.
Infan t daughter of J ;HlII" E. and :\lary Ann Sp raglll ' , died J an. ·L

I87-l, ,n', :1 mov.. 17 da.

J ames Sprague dir-d :\b l" . 27. 19m , at'. 73 yrs,
lcivilla Spragllt ' died Ike, 1:\ 1906, ne. 58 vrs.
Clara C., daughter of j nnn-s E, and ki\·illa Sprague, du-d July 28,

11lI,,'"), ae. :l mos. , 15 da .

:\I r. J ", se Sprague who died :\ ta y 2·1, 1821, in 26th yr. of al'.

.Joh n Sp r,tgw' who dir-d J uly 9 ,1861 , in 77th yr. of his ac.
:"o [othcr Phr-he R., wife of J oh n Sp rague, died J une 12, 18."19, 1Il

.'"19 th vr . of ne.

J onat han S. Sprague dird J uly 11, lfG9, ae . ;-13 yrs,
:\ In cy R. Sprague. wik of J ona tha n Sprague, horn j uru- 9, 1016;

died J a n. :11.- 1902. -
Gco rge C. Sprague, son of j ona than and :"ol ercy Sprague, Sepr. 27,

lf1:\8-:"o1a1'. 23, 1907.
Perrivillr Spragul'. <on of Jonathan and :\11'f I'Y D. Sprague, born

J uly 18H -Sl'pt. 1816.
Lr-nuu-l II. Spra~u(" , son of j onat han S. and :"o [ncy R. Spragu",

born Sept. 2B, 18.")6: died M ar. 6, IWIB. no. -+6 yrs.,.'i mos., 8 dn .

L illian X. Sprague, 18j8-1928.
Penelope Spragllt '. IR·;9-1929. (Oil J onatha n a nd :\ tercy Sp ragur)

O ur fathe r, J osh ua Sprague. j r .. horn ~ew Shoreham, 1798: du-d
J une 9. 186--l-, in 66th yr,

j o-hua Sprague, d ied M nr. 19, 19'2:1, ; lI', RR yr~ .

:"o kbsa Sprague, 18:17-1917,

J osh ua ,"i p ra~ lIt-. 1B66------ 19J :i.
:"o la ....· Harris, his wife, 186R - En ,"l.
Infa ill daughte-r. M ar . I , 19f1l - :"o Iar. I , 1901 ,

.Team'tt!· Sprague. wife of Levi Sprague, died Aug. 2--1, 18RB, in
66th )r.

Lt'slit· C. Sprague, horn ;'\0\'. 19, 1876, died Dec. 23, 1901, ae-.
2 ,) yrs.

O b-d Spr;lgUl' , died Jll ly 10, 1Hfi8, ae. 3--1 vrs. and .i rnr» .

Gmrgil' E. B., son of O liver D. and Arnc- , E. Spragu e, died x ov. 30,
1893, ac. 7 yrs., --I rnos.. and 2 da . .

Sa muel D. Sp rague, j une 16. url7 I k e. 1.'"1. 19 19,
H a nnah ~1. Sprag-Ill', his wife, Feb 2:\, 18-l0- Fd l. 26, I!H18.
Cha rles R.. die d Apr, 2:), 1Hfi9, a... f 111m .. 7 da.. In fant.
Infa n t son, died M ar. 3. 1867. at', 7 da .

Children of Samuel l ). a nd I LUlliah :"01. Spragut'

Seneca Sprague, Co. D. 12 R. F. InL

Fa rn um Sprag-ut'. wife . :~ ..hildn-n and 2 others.

Infan t d au uhtrr-of Virg il \\ '. and Phe-la- R. Sprag-ut·, horn and died
June I, 191 2.

Willard S. Sprague, Xov. 9. 1B29- lkr. 29,1912 .
Cornelia A. Dodpc. Iris wifr-, :"o [ar. 2:"1, Un7- J uly 8. 19(11.
Ra nsfor d , son 01 Willard S. and Corm-lia A , Sprague. died M ar. 19.

1B6·~, ae. --I yrs. and --I da.

Sa rah SpragUl', wife- of Willia m A. SpragUl" horn Ocr. 20. Igcl-L
d ied J uly I I, 18R8.

Elim bcrh n., daughter of William and Sarah Spragu e, died AOY .
20.1821 , .11', 25 yl">. , 2 mos.

Maria P., daug-hter of Willia m Sprague, J r.. died On, 20, 182 1.
a". 2 yrs.. 12 da .

Willia m Smith Sp rague, M a r. 9. 1831- l k (", 1.\ 1936,
Lu za nia EllIora, his wife, Apr. 30, 1872.

STEAD~IAX

Carl R . Steadman, Rhod e " la nd , pvt. I. M . Corp's, O cl. 2R, EJ:19 
horn j a n . I.'}, 1896.

Sac-n-d to tln- ml'rlIory of Elder Enoch Steadman. who died J u ly Ii.
18:l:l, at', 73 yrs.. St·rgt. Steadman Co., R . L T roops R evolut ion
arv war.

Sa("fed to tln- l)lI'lliory of H a nnah , wife of Re\·. Enoch Steadman ,
who died M ar. 7, 18·17, in 87th yr. of her ac.

Deacon Enoch Stea dman, Xov . 12, I836 -SejJt. 9, 1910.
Ann ie G. wife of Enoch Stea dman and daughter of Elwn"ztT S.

and Anf;t' lina "!'ourgt't" d ied M ar. 20, 187i, <It'. 36 vrs.
Infa nt son of Enoch a ill:l Annie C. Steadman, horn and died Xov.

2--1, 1873.
Elish:l R, of Enoch Steadman. (could n't read datcs ]
:"olary :\laria . wik of Em wh Steadman. Au):!:. -I, lR.l:) ----- lkl". 22,

1~ 2B. -



STI~SO:-O

:-;t'lso n Eu !!c' n,· St inson, 1880.
Elvie Smith , h i, wift', 1884.

STL\D 'I,'\:'\

Carherin-. wif(' o f HC'nfY B. Steadman . died Mar. 23, 1886. ae. 66
H S . , 2 mos ., H da .

Sarlluel L., SO il (If l len rv B. a nd Cat herine St t>3d m;1I1, du-d \ Iay 17,
18':'3, ;U' , 2 mos.

J oh n P. Su-aduran, Sept. 17, Utl2-\lay 3, 190:1.
Lydia S. Stendmnn. Ma r. 21, Unti - J U I1{' 22, 1920.
Infa nt. SOil of John P. and Lydia S. Steadman, horn and died

J une 2U, J8IlS.

Dec. Richard Stea dm a n. 1803-1897.
H is wilt·, Su sann a Ha ll, 180 ;,)-1 8K ,.
Their d au gh ter. Debo rah Steadman, 1828-1919 .
Elish a R" o f Richa rd and Susanna Ste-adman. d ied O ct. 6. 1848,

a t' . 1 yr.

R icha rd Stead ma n. Sc'pe 10. 1867- Feh. 4. 1946 .
\ [a'1- Ann Red dington Stead man, hi, wife. Ike. 2.') , I870----FI·I>.

24, 1934.
T heir daughter, Sarah Gladys, Jan , :\, 1890.

D('a("(10 Sa muel Stead man died Sept. 9, 1814 , in 76th yr.
William J. Stc"ld llla n. horn Apr. 18T,. died F.'h. 2. 1892 .
Lucretia J)od~I · . .... ifc of William J. Steadman. born Fdl. II , 1819

- died Apr. 19, 1877.
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TIIO\L-\S
Rue-ben lV. T homas d ied in Liverpool. AU!t. 2·1, l R80. ar-. 18 yrs.,

:1 111m., ;", da .

Ernest W. Tho ma s. drown \ 1.1\" 1-1, 1881, ;W . ·\ \T' . , 8 1Il~ .• 12 du.
John O . Thoma c, drown \by "H, 1881, ae-. U yrs.,:1 da.

Children of J oh n and Su san E. T homas.

TOSII
\f r. Ar-n-s '1'0 \11 . died J une \1' 21\t. 1739, in .'J·tt h yr. Table St one.
RI'IX'cca , wifl' (If \ Ir . Aert-s 'ro-h, du-d Apr. 1:'"1 , 17:19. in y(" Hth yr.

TOITE:\'"
j crninc Ella . infant of W. L a nd S. R. T otten. Sept. 188 "1.
Sarah L., dauehte-r of Wal tl' r L. and Su-an R. Tonr-n. die d J unt' ·1,

1897, ar-. 8yrs.. 10 mos .

TRAC Y
Phebe R . Sa nds. wife of Henev Trac -e a nd d auahter of Willi am Piu

Sands, horn 182.') : died 190 7. - .

TY LER
G('orge T yl.'r . Apr. 2:'"" 1B:19- 0 n . 17, 1912.
H is wif.·. Basha K. Dunn , Feh. 29, 18-I6----July 12. 1902.
An nie K. T yll'r , horn \[ay 25, 188:,-died Apr. 9, 190:1 ,
George W, Tyh-r, 1869-19:\8.
j erom e .I . 'I'll('/", Dec. 2, 1881- 0 ('(', I, 190.'l.
J oh n G. Tvler, du-d :\0\'. 3, 189 7, at' . 26 lrs.

STE WARD
Ch arl..s St e-w a rd . horn Feb. 12. \8.).''1 , du-d \lJ.y 7, \9 10.

SliTI IERL.-\XI)
Alexande-r Sut herland, bo rn Scot lan d . Sept. I , \8"19, die d On. 12.

1928.

TAY LO R
J oh n C;IlToll Taylor, born j ack-on . \ Iiss., :\u~ , 17, 1870, die d

Feb. 27, 1!.1I0,

T EAL
Joseph H . T eal , J an. 22. 185-1 -:\u~ . 2:" 1913,
\ Iarga re-t E. Hall. his wife. Apr , n, 18.",6_ J uly \ 7, \924.
Infa nt, con of Willi.u n and An nie TI' ;I1 , Xov. 17, 1902.

WARD
Lu cinda G .. wife of Samuel Ward . who died J uly 20 . 1825. ne. :16

yn., II mos .

WEEKS
G. W, Wed:. _, Co. D. I IIh Con II . InL

\\'ESTCOTT
Mother Cl ·I'·l1a, wife of Cah-h W(' ~ t t ' ott, Ik L 2~l , IBRB. ;I! ' , 68 yrs,

:\'oah Ba ll W1' 8\(' 0 1( . lRI6-192/i.
Rut h Ann Litt lefield . h is wifr-. HI,",(1----1 903.
Infa nt, "I:1Il of Xoah B. a nd Ru th A. Wl'slwlt, dir-d Apr. 19, 1872,

at' . \ vr., :> da .



WHITE
Louis Wh itl'. HGO----I~12.i.

\\' U 'iTCOT T

Ann ie J" daughter nf xooh B. and Ruth A. \\'I'St,·" tt , d il'd Jum- :l0,
1RRO. ;1<'. 10 \TS., 7 11I0' .• ,I dn.

~bttil' A .. dau~htl'r of :\"nah B. and Ru th A. \\\ -, t'"OIl . d ied ~la y
21, IllS7, nc. II yrs.. 6 ruos.

J osh ua :\. We, tco tt , 1873-19Fl.
Bessie ~I. , 1874 -

"'I LI~Y

Dr, A,HOll C. Wilt,y died ~ I ar. 27, 182H, ill 5ht yr.
I Ie was horn in Conner-rirut, hut has been th e on ly rl',idi llg ph ysi
cian of this Island for th e past 2:) years. As a p hvsician lu- had but
few ~uI}(' rion, as a wriu-r he was hi g-hl y di sting:ui sht'd , and alt ho ugh
la\\' was not h i, profr-svion, yT I there \\'ere hu t few bett er arquainn-d
wit h its pract ise. H is loss is d"l'p ly lann-nu-d bv ti ll' pl'Oplt' of th is
b land then- art- hut kw 111('11 who havr- luv-n morr- genna lly useful.
possessed of more good qualities, or have by th ei r ac ts co nfr-rrr-d
un-ater hks,ing-s on thei r fe-llow nu-n.

J na nna Wiley, horn S, K ingston. died 18117 in :12nd yr. Wh ile shr
live-d she wa, beloved by all 111'1' friends an d acqua intances, a nd
when she: died hIT loss W<lS d""ply lamented by her fam ily a nd
friends . In th i, woman r-oncc-ntr-atr-d ti ll' amiabh- qualities of
be-ne-voh-nc-r- and litcrurv rcfim-mcnt-, an d for wh ich In' t rust she
will receive h er sha re iIi H eaven.

W IL LI S
A nd rew V . Willis. Sept. -L IfIll-J Ulie 12, 190R
Ad el ine C. W illis, h is wifc. A pr. 18, 1840------Jan. 13, L929.
~ t arga re t S. H avi-s. ",if" of An d rew V , Will is. died Aug . 1:), 186i.

ae. 27 \ rs.
Infant, s,;n of Andrew V. an d :'Iolarga ret S. \\' illi" born a nd died

Aug. 4,1867.
Infan t. son of A nd rew V. a nd Add ie C. " 'illis, bo rn an d died A pr ,

Ill. 1876.

C ha rb W. W illi, . son of H ira m n. and ~far}' An n Willis, born
Xov. I . I H-~~: du-d O ct. 7, 1892,

Pa rmolia A.; wife of C ha rles W, Wi llis, d aug- ht er of H a milton L.
111ld Rosina C. ~rntt , horn Dec. 23. 18r): died M ar . 29 , 191-i.

M ar v Rosina Willis, hor n A ug'. 16, 1866: dinl :'\0\', 1-1.1867.
Pe rn;plia Add la Willis, horn \la r. R 1868.
.lenni, ' Baker Willis. horn ~ ra r. 18. 1871.
Lm·ina :'lol. Willi" horn ~ t:lT . lfl, IR79, d ied Ap r. 18, HmO.

~IaI'Y R., daughter of Charles \\' . and Pr- rmelia A. Willi~, died Nov .
1+, 11l67, at' , 1 \1'.,3 mos.

Lovina ~L , daugllllT of C ha rles \\' . and Prrnu-lia A, Willi ~ , died
Apr. [8, 1880, ae. 1 vr., 8 da.

Eli7.'lbeth Ball Willi" born about 17~H, died Apr. n, IH7:\, in 8·lIh
vr. (o n Pou-r Ball StOlU')

Capt. Fra m-es Willis, J uly 2:\ 182:-1-~1ar. ·L 1902.
H a n na h I. Dodge. hi .. wife, n I T . 2,18:10 n {' (". II, 1912 ,
J ohn Willi" son of Capt. Fra ncis and Hannah I. Willi.., died Dr-c .

1+,1856, ac. 1 yr., 8 mos., 6 da .

Susan A., daugh ter of Ft anci-, and H an nah I. Willis, died A pr. 9.
186:1, ae. :~ \T., I n mos.

Lit tle Susie, daughter of F ra ncis and H a nnah I. Willis, d ied Se pt.
1:~ , 186:( ac. 7 wks.

j aru- R ., wife of G"o l'ge W. Willis, di ed Aug. 7, 1891. ,II". ,11 vrs.
Elb-n A., da ught"r of ( ; ,'org" W, and J a ne R. Willis, du-d Fr-h. 22,

1866, ae. S mos.
In fant son of Geo rge W . and J an e R. Willi" born an d died Xov.

10, 1873.
Genq,.;e H, son of ( ;m rge W. and J a ne R. Willis, di ed Sept, 10,

187-1, ae, 2 yrs. I mo.

III un-morv of Sarah, wife of Hr-nrv Will is. died Sept. v" 8, 173:1,
ar-, - ~9 yrs,

Hcnrv Willi, . horn in ~l'W Shoreham, O ct , H . 1787; dird in Xew
Shoreham, J une 24.1867, ae. 79 yrs., 8 mov.. [0 dn.

CHoline S. Willi" bo rn in Xew Shoreham j une 21, 1 79 ~ . dir'd
Xcw Shoreham Sept. 21, 1891, at'. 97 vrs. 8 mos.

Our si~t('r, H arriet A mel ia , daughter of l lr-nrv and Caroline S.
\\' illis, died Ap r. 3, 18:m, ac. 4 yrs., 10 moe.

lin e rcsu-th our father H ira m D, Willis, died O n , 2n, lRn, ac. 81
yrs.. 'J rnov., 19 da.

Here re,!eth ou r M orlu-r . Ik sire D . Wi llis, wife of H ira m D. Willis,
who died Feb , [6. 18.",7. ae. j7 ,1"0.

:-.ihd ~ la r i a . daughter of H ira m t>. and Desire D. Willis. d u-d J a n ,
2:3. [R.iO. ;U'. 2:1 yr,.

Hira m D. Willis, Apr. ."I , Hi:l8 - · l kr. 21, 191T
Hi s wivr-s. ~lary A. Litt lefield , J uly so. IRI7 - 0rt. 12, 181l1.

Alzada D. ~ Iott , Sept. 29, lR·\:1 J Ulle 2.i, 1927.
Infa nt children-Albert .\ .. Ah ner II " ~Lny L.
J am' R , wifl' of lIi ra m F. \Villis ;ITld d a u"h ter of C f'o rg t" and

EUlli, , ' J elly, born Dec . 12, lRill, died Sl'pt. :~ O . IR77.
E tt a ~by , d'lUghtl'l' of H ira m F. and Arahd la L. Willis. horn A pr.

20. IRSh, died S"I1t. 7, IRRIl.

(to b.. lCOll linu,'dl
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L "t Provid,.,,..,' . R . I.

:\1 iss Hope Allen
.\If. and Xl rs. Pr eston F. Arn old

W (-st Ha r r in p; to tl , R. L

:\I i~~ Rosalie Fellows Bailev
:-;,'w York,:-i . Y. .

.\I r. Donald W. Barr
Prof. and .\lrs. Zenas R. Bliss

Ed .",pwood, R . I.
.\ Ir. T. Brenton Bullock
;"lr. Dona ld \\' . Burlingame
D r. a nd Xlrs. Kenneth (; . Bur ton
.\ Ii;:.., (;ran ~ Bur wash

Ki" gs(on, R. I.
:\Ir. David B. Campbell

CramlOll, R . L
.\1rs. ,\ Lm hail il. Cannell. Sf.
.\Ir. Ralph E. Carpenter . jr.

;'; "w York,:'\ . Y.
.\li :--, Virgin ia V. Carpenter
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.\I iss Ed ith Childs
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Ma rch 28 , 1955
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.\11'. Will iam R . Innis

.\ 11'. Edmond R , K ierstead
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xf rs. H er be rt K uh l
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Crnnsron. R. L
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R um fo rd , R. I.
Dr. Ceur,gt' F. .\It 'issner

R umforu , R. L
.\11'. john V. .\ Ioon:
,\ Iiss Helen R, Oqh~

Xlr. william E. Parmenter, J r.
.\Ir. Ken neth F. Pemberton

San Fr ,mci, ro , C~ li f.

.\ Ir, Richard C. Ph ilbri ck
Ba rrington, R. I.

.\ If. and vl rs. Warren D. Phillips
Xlrs. .\larion ~idlOH Rawson
.\ 11'. &. Mrs. Edward T. Ri chards

P,'a,',' o .a.. R. I
Xlr. and Xlrs. Carroll H . Rickard

CrMl;ton, R. I

Mrs. Wa1tn II. Robinson
.\ 11'. john Shepa rd
.\ Iiss Eh-anor L. Smith
xI iss Do notlu-a .J ,Tnrmcv

C"'lIr,,1 F~ Il ; , R. I.
.\11. Willard H. Vanl Ioutc n
T he Rev. WaIn']} R. WJ.rd
.\ Ir s. Ric hard E. Wht'dtT
Prof. .\ Lin C, \ \ 'h itlo('k

Ki " "~ t o ,,, R. L
.\11'. ,I',,: .\ Ir s. Harol d P . Williams

C ra n;lOn , R. I.
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