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"I liE C LAJ'> J'> lit' 1786. the elevent h to 1)(' zraduarcd fwm Brown
L' nivcrsitv , numlx-n-d fifteen mem bers. a nd was the lit r ~(·~t grnduat­
in ~ (la'" up hi that time. Irs m, '~t f'Ulll l1l ~ me mber. undoubtedlv. \\ as
Xirh..las Hflm II . the- :«'wnd of that name in hi.... family. philant hropist
a nd merchan t. fro m " ho m Brow n l 'n i\l'r~it ~ look its name..-\ -cr­
on d intt·H"!'ot in .l::" nu-mber of 'H6 " a~ Ikn jaruin Bow('11 Cnru-r , :\ irhola"
nrm\n'~ brother -in-la w. Carter w ••~ a Iingui....t , ph ~ "i..ia n. -hip's
"lIq,:('on, rna rhem.uiri.rn. spec ula tor in orienta l commodities. hook
rolh-rror, j,io l.;rap!wl". worl d rravr-h-r, a rdent a nt i'JcJIn~"lIia l1.

('n l"ty luu hclor and a frequent dra!I'1" in mora] hnnnidcs. l ie hOI."
particular intcro-t for us as th .. a utho r of the vivid "Jo urnal of th..
Shi p Ann a nd lI op'· ..n a \'o~a~(' to Canton. China in 1798 ~19."

ami for the material- he collrr tcd fill' a life of Jun, ·" :\1an n in ~ .

Hruwn".... first pfl ,....ident .
B enjamiu lltlwl'n Cart er W ;I ~ horn in " rm ·ide!ll e Oil 16 December

177 1. the second of t\\ eh-e child ren and the r- lde....t son of John Carter.
1111" printer. pa triot and publisher of th e Providence Gazrt tr, Ben­
jamin Ca rter en te red Brow n L' n i"a~ i t ~ at the a~e .. f eleven and wa "
eraduated as a Hachclor of ..\ rt" in 17n6. He continued hi-, st udies for
the- ma....tr r·~ de~n't' w hich he receiv ed three ~ ('a~ lata fill .. xe ptem­
lx-r 1789..\ ' part .. f hi!' Senior Exhihition Ca rter wrote a colloquy
Th r F O III f J O II I'I1f!, : earth . a ir. firr-, ami water. It is ill blank \Tr~l'

n-mini-cent of Th..IJIN ln 's S ('(I _IOII \. T he virtue of (';1.-11 rh-nu-nt is
u.uruted in unu hv the ~ () u l h_.. 1';d'HII lIn. •\ Il\ ~ II\ " ~ . Emilius and
1);lplllli". I " lI l\k~~ I \\a~ not ill 1111 th.. la- r word nf lilt' last element :
howrv er I did ~bnn' at t ju- b~1 pa.I.;" a nd W iI ;; (-omforh'd to nun- that
nMn ~ ~ rar .... t un Cartn ha d added a no te r-xcu....iJl~ thr ctfu n as tha t

Q7

",

'"

11'

121

122t"1·" " ITl ·.'· ( :... .U ,CT'O'

IIE:"'J\~lI;'; HO W E:>': C .\lU EK. 17i l , III:Il

Rr 'J 'N 1.' B. C'" TfI•• I· Il \ ~ ''' ' ''' EXT.. ' ......" ... \·
b, R.......rt W. K ~ ..m

I" Lr-sli.· .-5o I,,"n Jonr s

h, R al ph E, C"rpo- nlrr , J r.

'1''' 1 ( h _1l 0 ",<0'''\1

1 .'TTl'Rf: ~



of a lad of fihcen.
J on t han :\l aX(' ~ . IIrm\ ll':- -econd pre-ideut . \\ a:- in t he da:-,.. behind

C artn ':-. j lld ~i ll~ h~ t he f('\\ h-n rrs whb-h rem ain of the ir {'one­
1oo lM'lHlc'lllt', thnt' :-ITIll:- III ha n ' het'll ,I warm Ir icucbhip lx-twt-en rhe
two ~(Jll ng nu-n. In ,\ by. I i811. :\la \.1~ wr uu- to Curt er Irum " ' f t ' lI ­

rham that although at rol 1l"ge he had looked forward to :-olit tll\e. he
wa s now :- lI fTnil1~ from mela m-hnlia. Cart er had complained that a
fdl nw student . john \\'heaton. had r-arvr-d his in itial s in their roo m.
:\Iaxr y replied. "Tell j ohn \\' hea lon devil take him . Oh . I abhor
t lwS(' fellows wh o tr y to immortalize themselves by lloh' h in~ pine
boards." Carter W;I~ to be erad ua n-d in September. " ( Jh. my dear
Ca rter, think on IW XI fa ll when wc 11111:-t pa rt." TIlt' ~ did 110t pan
Oi l this time. however, a." Carter ~til~l'd 011 for th ree nu m- ~ears and
obtained his rna,..u-r's dt"l::n'e in I iR9. II r then asked :\I a :\. c~ · s advice
alxlUtc:oing 10 med ica l school a nd rrreived t his reply :

You inform 1II(' in ~OU 1 lavr 1I1,It you think of stlld~ ill~ I'h ~ ..ick.
If it please- yUIl ~ou will l·xn ·1I ill it & as ~ou havr- ;1 c:nod 0ppor·
tunity 10:-lUdy ir. I think yOIl had l'H'ttl'l' "Illplny it. T I'1I Ill" in your
next who is at Coll ,'!.:\·.

:\f;t \.cy. at his father 's farm in .\ tt k hol"U. also comuu-u n-d 011 his
sumuu-rs rcadiu e in t he La t in IMlI't ~ ;

Lucian H'II- a droll story with a snious (an '. and ta lb or litt le
thing-s as 11l;IUns of J.:fl'a t imponano- Horace is \Try "('Ilsihlo·. y('fy
solid. n'r... witt\" a dl'l icah" rourli..... ;llo\"('f of winc. ,I \dlOll'lIIa~It'r

& a di rty'blad.:g:ua rd. '

Wi th thi:- tid hi t o( t!;l:-,.. ica l rritici:-m III pllnder Ca rter (k parted for
Ph ilad elphia \\ hnc. in the fall of 17R9. he enrolled at t he :\f ed ical
College of Philadd phia : now the C nin-rsity of Penm yh-ania :\I ed ·
k,,1 School ) ;mtl Iht' I'('nns~h-an ia Ho~p i ta l where he ~tlldil'd un dCT
Bt'n jam in R mh. William Shippc:n . jam~ H utch inson. and Ca.spa r
Wi :-tar. Dr. Ca rlt'r'~ " Diagnosis. Pn·...Hiplion and T rea tn lt"1lt Book ,"
nO\\ in t he Hrnwn l : n inTsity ..\nh in·~ . indica tl:1< Ihat in th e :-ummn
of I i9~ he ~t a rl("d th e pran k c of 1ll("(l k ine in \\'oo(\:-III\'k. X orth
I';lr i:-h. " 'indhalll <:lJlllJly. <;oll1 wn iIl Jl. fi t' had lOIl~itkrl"d ~'lIi ll ,l.:

lip pradin' ill ( ; ( ' 11 I '~(T in the \ \' (":-tn n Resen T h ilt wa s di~~ Il; l d ('d

fro m thi." b y hi,.. fath t·r. Il l'. Pa rdoll IIm\( ·II. and X it holas Brown .
,\ ho s ll.l:c:("~ted (; eor ,L: ia as a prolTl i s i n~ spot for a YIH IIlI-:: donor. I n
It'lI er s to hi!' siloll·r•.\ nll. Ca rte r com plain rd thai hc fOllnd COllllt·C­
lieut dull after Ph ilad elphia . The nexl ~ear he mOlTd 10 Ch<lrlel'>wll.

Uenjam;1I R. Carter, I' hvsician Extraordinar y

South Carolina. and later to Savannah. Georgia. where he practiced
until he ret urn ed to Providence in I i~IR.

..\ letter from :\ laX('~ to Carter dau-da t Providence on U J anua n
1i~l:! cxprc:o.."l"1' ~ratifica t ioll tha t Ca r ter wisht.... to rcsurm- the- r-orrr-.
-pondcncc of "OUf I M , y i ~h d.o s." :\ Iax('~ is "rcjoio-d" tha t Cartt'r\"
Iauh is "confi rme-d in our hk~~'d heav en-born rdi .c: iol1. H ow lit t h-,
al.ts , did I OIl\T t ' ~t {'l"lll th r- (; o:-pd (If J t':-us. You iu funn 1111' tha t you
have- funned s onn- .u-quaintatu-r wit h Dr. Rot:::"ITl< , Do ~(lli thi nk he
wuuld do (Of Pw..ident of our ( : Oll{ · .c: l' ~ I fee-l muc h in terest for th t'
\\ t·lfa rt" of Illl' Collt"~{, & l on~ to :-IT it in more pru~p{'rou,s ei re-urn­
stances."

Ther e is Illl evick-ncc OIl'> to how lur rntive- a practio- Dr. Carin
had n-hnqui-hcd in tilt' South. hut he .... illillc:l~ :-i ,l.::Ilt·d Oil a" :-urC:COIl

of the . In" and /l ol '" for SI i,OO l)t'r month with a OIl!' ton privileee.
This priYilt'gt' wa-, inlTca~d lin later \'oyages. and till' profil" from
hi" spe-culauunv durinu t he four \"(,~at:::{'." he made in the .IIIP' mill
/lO/If' and during his lat er rt-sidr-mr- in C anton l" lIab lt·d him 10 build
up \\ ha t his lather (k....ribed a." a "hand v uue corn pcn-nrv ." Xil h(,la~
Brow n rr-qur-su-d Ca ptain Benjamin Page. the mu-ter of t he . 11111
find /l o/Ir . to 11l' "helpful tn our lmulu-r-in-law anti [ri-nd" nn th is
hi" firs t \'oy a.c:1' ;\" a ship's ~u r.c:t'oll.

T Ilt' l<hip . 11111 (/Ild /l ope of approximately 5:,0 ton s hllHk n. bui lt
in " fO\'idt'IHT hy Ik njamin T allm all . ha d heen IlInH·d lIn'r to hn
"W lll·f<'. Brlmn ;\Iul In ' :-. in t ht· ."print::: of l i 9H. ~h(' ha d hl't"ll ex­
pn....... I ~ huilt for the (:hina Iradt' ;lIld litt ll' time wa:-Im,t in t:::t,ltint:::" her
I't'ad~ for st'a. T Ilt" .1IU1 and /lol li' \\t"lIt out in ha lla~t a~ tht' Xt'w
En t::: land hintnblHl cou ld supply no prodtKb (or tht· ( :hillt'Se m;tr­
ht. Deep in hn h"ld was. $RO.OOO in hard mone~ \\ ith \\ hieh to
pun haS(' lea:-. n;tIlkITIl:-, and porn·lai n for the An writ"i1 11 market.
' I hI" \'uyagt· alltl Dr. Ca rtn's j m ll' lI /l1 fummCIl("C Oil !I j ul~ 1i~IH.
Th rou ghou t till" \ 'oyagt· th l" dullo r kl'pt a full a lld nll"tkllious jour­
n;lI. H I" st't Ollt. a ppa lt'nt ly. to k arn na\' iga tioll. and III" wo rked out
lh l' ~h i p's pos i t i o ll ~ da ily in gn'a t d l" la il during- t hl" earl~ \\Tl'h of th l'
\'o~ a,C;(". 1.a tn Illall ~ of the ~ t q J." in ti lt' ca lt- ulat io lls \1 tTl' om itt ed or
ahlllt'\ ia ted. The dOl to r's ll(lllprof t':-,..iolla l oh~\T\ations an' kIT11 .
hut a l tinlt"s :-e lf -n'Il:-t'i"lI~h' "r lllt llH·d."·

Thl" Illait kn \"n~at::t' from I' ro , itlt'llt,(' to Ca ntoll h~ way of . \ 11:-­

tralia :tIld t ill" .\"'riana" \\a:- an (·\.(i tint::. rapid. a lld p.."fi tahk 1".-
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lll{OWN A;o; U IVES' SH I P ANN and HO/'/,

in whi!'!, 'kn j ~",i" Rowt'n Carlf'r mad.. fou r vo\'al'(""S to til<" Far East
as shi p's surg" on '

. J /l 1I mid 1I0Jll' reached Xewport. Rhode Island . on 1:) j une- 1 7~IB

v, ith a rich ("argo for her owners.

l Ir. Cart er wa........urgeon 011 the . J/l1I and 1/0/i(' for the sh ip 's first
four n)~agt's. Voyage!' 1\\0 and three we re to Canton, July, 1 79~1­

.\ ugust , IROO, and I kC1'1l1 her-, IROO-April. 1BOZ. The ....econd \'oyagr
has pa rt icula r interest as Ca ptain C hristopher Beru h-v, who had
SUlTt't'dcd Benjamin Page as master. discovered and .u-curau-lv
located some outlying islands in the Fiji .group. ,\ gain, as un the
firs vovaue, the ,,11111 (jill! HO/ie exchanged shots with Hrirish and
Frenc h privateer.". The third voyage, again to Canton, was hy way
of London, where the hu ll of the . I /ln lind llope \\a~ sheathed ill
copper. O n each ~lltTtTding" \'()yage the donor':" tonnaac nllowuncc
\\.1:" greater as he speculated in Chinese commodities for the ;\ 11)(' 1"­

ir.m market. T he fourth and la~t Hlyage of D r. Carte r as ~hi p's

."urg('OIl was to Ba tavia, .\lay 11l02-Septclll llt'r 1BO:l. whe re the . 1/111
and !lll/i(, was loaded with ~ll"gar for the European market. The
pa...."age [nun Hatnvia was ...o rapid that the . 11111 (/Ild !l0li/' aHin'1i
in < :(I\ \ (' S, Envlaud . IJdOIT instrur-tinus [nun B I'O\\11 nud I\ c:-. ill
I' n l\'id('lllT. Sinn' the Engli ...h Navigation .-\rts prevented tlu- sak
of the uuar ill England . on the advice of tlu- MljlclTarg"o, Thomas
' fbomp on. Captain La ing. the rna ... rcr. sailed for Amsterdam. Here
Thom p on negotiated with Dutc-h mr-rcharus and Dr . Carter traveled
ill Holland vi ...iling thr- universities of l .cvdcn and Ut recht \\ here he
had [etters of introduction to mathematicians and scienti."b; Ill' at­
tended lectures and visited labora tories at bot h institutions. ronvers­
illg with his hosts in Latin, " 'ith T hom pson . the superca rgo. Carter
bouulu various medicines in Amsterdam from which he realized a
tidy pro fit in :\'e\',' Yor k. Cart er was a nu-mbe-r of .\11. Vernon Lodge
in Providence. am! « hik- in Europe attende d scverul ;.. ta~oni(' gatht:r­
ings. notably thr- Loge de Paix in Amsterda m .

From Amsterdam tlu- All1l (jilt! !l0IH' . in h.rlla-r. sailed for Krons­
rndt \1 hi'll' <hr- was loaded with sable iron. hemp, duck. and sail­
cbuh. Carin in\Tstrd ill three tons (If R ussian nu-rrhandi ...e. \\ hu-h
again netted him a ,gllod profit from his agnll.'. K iuz and T altwl. in
Xcw York Carter"... Vlcmorandum Honk for this HlY'IJ~t' c-ontains
scraps Irom Latin and Greek authors. En gl i ~h w('ight~ and their
Russian nmnterparts. his impressions of the Summer Pa lat e at St.
l' cu-rsburg. a Russian ho...pital. and his satisfaction in being able to

--

-

pcrience. O n this Hlyage the A 1111 and H olle mad e a name for herself
as a \"cry rapi d "ailer, traversing th e distance from the Providence
River to T asman's Head , New Holland . in just ninety days. This
was no fluke as she covered the same dista nce on her second voyage
in ninety-one da y:". Dr. Carter wrote vividly about Botany Ba y. the
then \'cr y young town of Syd ney. N ew South \\'ales. and about a
spea r th row ing banle between two groups of aborigines. At Tinia n
Captain Pag-e took aboard an East Indian from Bombay who had
been maroo ned on that islan d for eighteen months. Comments on
Cantonese life, the diseases of the Orient, and an account of a skirm­
ish betwr-en th e .1 11 /1 and !l0IJe and a French pri va tee r arc narra ted in
spir ited fashion marred on ly now and then by some plat itud inous
moralizing. The \"oyage an d the j ournal come to a flOSt' when the
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converse wit h Russi an prie~t~ in da~~i [ Gn'l'k, T he .-1 1111 and H Olle
arrived home in Srptr-mlx-r, 1803 ; the d octo r did 1l0! ~ig-11 O il fo r
what turned o u t tu hr- the la st tw o n )ya ,c;e~ of th e . 1/111 and Holle:
instead he spen t the fall and winter \i~it i llg frien ds in l'hiladclphi.i
and i:'\ew York.

Carn-r's leners from IROn0 11 ~how a di ~l ikl ' borderin g: 011 cont empt

for the Re publ ica n Pa rt y and its leader Thomas j efferson : co n­
comi ta ntlv a vast admirat ion for En gland and E n .~ l i ~h institutions.
T heM: sen timents fill a large portion o f h is letters from Canton, to

which city he had sa iled o n the new Brown and I H~s sh ip As ia in
j uly, 180-1- . In the .-hi ll he had an adventure insured (or $7,OUO and
appear~ to han' lx-en quill' t he man of subs tance. I n Camon. where
he arr-ived ill Decem ber. 180-1-. he look up residence with Ed ward
Carrington of Providence, \\ ho ha d suo-ceded h is fdlnw townsman,
Samuel Sn ow . as Un ited St all's Consul ill IBO? Dr. Carter was soon
cnjo ying a lucrative medical pract ice among' the European colony
a nd trad ing in Chinese g()(ld ~, In a little O\Tr a yea r he dispatched
more than ,~lo .OOO worth o f ( ;hil1e~e commodit ies to his a gents in
Amsterda m , Londo n. ,"\ew Yor k. and Pr ovidenc-e .

The first uf the anti-jeffersonian letters to sun- in' \,a~ one to h is
br o ther Crawford in Providence. dated C a nt on '27 ]\;O\TlllhtT W(J;l.
Crawford Carnr had apparently indulged in the \T ry human failing
o f writing a letter to the editor of a new~paplT, T he replies 10 it
were apparentl y wounding to the sens ibilit ies of a Federalist and
gen tlema n. The d octo r in an " I told y Oll !'O" ma nner w rote : "To
th is k\T llin g age a nd a mong the vile Re publica ns of America. Abil­
iries and Learn ing a re looked upon with hor ror and denoun ced w ith
no less ce rtai nty than in the days of Robespic rrc. - America ha s long
to ,gro a n und er th e lash of ne gro drivin g- Prc-idems and Committees.'

In a lette r of condolctu-c to h i" brother j oh n. from Canton. wr itten
2 De(·emher. I BO:\ lhe donor ind u lged h is IW IIl fo r m oral b ro m ides.
Pan of j oh n 's illJle~,; was tr; uTable to in tcm pe ra nc c . a nd th C"dlictor
ur gn! the drinking of tea . ci ting ~uc h \\lHth ics a" Dr. j ohn~nJ1 a nd
Edmun d Burke to PIO\T that the "( 'lIp that chctTS but dn('~ no t in­
c'h r ia te" nils do wn th e 11In ,ging fo r ardcllt spiri ls . " T he ingt' lIillllS
Doctor Da rwin ('um p'lI ed the ill\ TlHnr of them [ardent l-pi r i t~J to
Promet heu s. wh o stn lc fire from hea\TII for wh kh t heft he was pUll­
i",hed by a v ultur e gna wing at hi;; linT. whi ch well all egnril es an

intemperate pe rron laboring under hepat ic di-easc.? ' ]\;OI hi ng in
the leiter ha s [o rr-sha dowed his att ac-k 011 America h ut it a ppea r"
non e-t he-less:

"There is a br-ttr-r countrv than A rm-rica whITt' vour ahiliti,-,s
would 11<' mon- likt'ly to 1111"'-'( wit h cllcot] lagt' IIlt'IJ( al'llong nu-n of
!t'am ing an d r-Iicion than ai liong- thr- b r ut al. ignoran t. impious and
arln-ist i..a l Anu-rk-aus T Ill' counnv I nn-an is Engla nd . I «unr-,

tinu-s r-ntr-rtain ho pe th a t I may hi' iwrmi lt t·J to ,pl:ml ti ll' remain­
ck-r of IllY lire 011 tln- clnvdc ,grollnd of Engla nd ."
\rhile in Canton Dr. Cart er made a se-rious and a p parent ly sur­

ce-sful d fort \0 le-arn the Chinese lang ua g-t·. Und er tlu- dat e o f
~'I jnnr-. 111-1--1- . j ohn Carter Brown wrote 011 a b lank pa.gt' of lilt'
[l irt ianarum Sinicum, now in the Bro Wll Lniversitv Arrh i\T s : "This
book bdoll.gt·d tllmy man-rnalunrlc Doctor Benjam in BOWCll C art er.
a grad ua te of B. U. C la ~'" of I iHfi. D r. C all er was a fine linguist . and
particula rly HIWd ill Orit'llta llan,gua ges and literuture." D r, Caner
wa s taught th e Chine....(· la ngua ge by a Chinese semin arium of the
jesuit Coll eg-e in Pekin, "hn....r Europeanized name was Alx-l Xa\T­
riu s. The insmn-tion was ca rried on in La tin , Xa\"('riu~ t ru n-cribin g
tlu- Chin ese-Latin dirt ionarv of UH r I :1,{)On ide ographs from t he
man uscript eo py o f th e a uthur, Father Hasiliro de Ck nwl1a. a Por tu ­
guese missionary, who co m piled it about Ii~ {; . .-\1l1ong tilt' Carter­
Da nfo rt h Pa pers a re severa l lcm-rs to Chinese mr-rrhauts ill Carter's
handwrit ing. ill mos t r-aws accompanied by a n English tran slat ion .
Su ch Iulsome ph rases as : " 1 plac-e m vsclf under ~ ullr feet :" "I re­
joice, while I pu t confidence, in the bt'lH"li, ien<T (If superior lx-inus;"
" I han' co nsider ed lIlferin ,g you pre~enls that would he worth y o f
~(J U to I"c('(·in·." appea r to be the conventional lan ,g-ua ge of Chi l1t'~"

t rade.
In 1110 .') Ill' . Caner's IinC;Ui$lic kn owled ge wa s useful to the U. S.

(; , )nTl1 111 ('l1 t :
I II O ctoln-r 1811:1 . .\fr, Ca rri ngton, t ill' :\11lnicall \ ' ilT-COllSU [ at
Cnnt nn '\ notl' to till' Vit"t't oy compla ining o f th(' ,-iolt-luT olTt'l"t'd hy
tl w Eug- li,h in taki ng AUlt'li r ali ",'am,'n O ll t of O UI' ,h ip'" This
1l1l'llWl'ia i '\[ 1', C_ lit'sired llW tn trambh' in to Chirwst' ch a ral't tTs.
T hough I bad ,tudit'd Chi nt', t' " {llllt ' tinH', yet not Iwing u,t'd to
COllljlll't' ill tht' languagt' , I wa~ d uh iollS w!U'thl'l lily st~k woul d Ill'
... u lTici"n tly ;\lTUl a\l' to pn·"t·llI to ,I In:ln of h i, rank. a, ti lt' Ch iJwst'
an' t·'tn'nwly fa",tidiou, of any inarl'Urafil'~ in t1ll'i r lanp;uagT. a nd
IEr:IMIlU' D,ll"" in, 17:11 -1802, Ilw r. n ~ l i _, h I'h;,iriall and h" tani, t, II ,· "';h lIlt"

~Jdll<lf"lll!"r of ( :h a d n n ,tnvin.



a \ ulgar and illlpnli tir addn'" III a ma n of h i(!h ra nk mid II d ,·f, ·;.1
the Ohj 'Tt of tI... rvmonvna mc. Bv pl'r ll1i ~~ion of \ Ir. Carringto n
I called in till" <l id of Illy k-arucd lIl'II'UI tor .\1,..1 X:I\"I' ri u_. ha \'ing
fi';'l " lll::-;I1':~'d hi, "'nely, .\' Xaveriu, wa_ rotallv unacquainn-d
with Ellgh~h and. fl f I ·OUI _e . un abb- 10 read \ Ir. Carrington's
p,:tilion . tilt" fir~l thin~ rl ·llu i ~it, · was for 1111' to rran-lan- :>O lr. Car­
rin~ton's idca-, into La rin . B\ IIIf" as-i-ra ncc of Xavcr iu -, till" pn i­
lion was tr anslated Irom tht" Latin iUIII Chine,, ' . LInd ~igl1O"d I" tln­
America n Capt;aim. 'vuper C'I~()' ·~ a nd merchant - ft', idnJl at e: :all ­
ton. This IM'inl/: 1111" l st o fficia l pa fJ'T Irom A rm-rica r-ver prec-nn-d
10 Iht' (;On"rnllwnt of China .:

Po lit ica l romider,ltion~ a-ide. D r. Caner seems 10 han' ("fljo ~('(1

pleasant re lati ons with tll( ' Canton merr hanrs. a nd manv \ t"a r~ late-r
in kUeJ10 t tl his brother Craw Iord. a resident o f Canton. i,(, a~h In
be rem embe-red til H ouq un . Cou-equa and othe-r mr-rr hanrs.

In the l'p ri n.l::- o f IROli Ilr. Caner returned to Providence, \\ here he
re mained until O,llIh,,"r IH0 7 whr-n he took pas"a~1' in the -hi p Rob o l
Burns for Liverpool and "the clav...i(" w ound of En (:bnd ."· lit' [ived
abroad for eleven ~ c'ar~, lll, r.-t ,If thi s time in England. althnuuh after
\\'a terloo Ill" ~pc'tlt more than a ~("ar in Pari~ and in the ~um llwr o f
18 16 trawln) Ih rough Scot land . D r. Carler ~Iudied mathematiC!'
for a lime at Camhridgc', hilt for the lll~t part rt"m a illt'd in Lo udoll
attendin l::- leflun', at Sl. Thoma.~' and Glly'!< hfl:'pita l!< and , tud yinl::­
Hehrew ami S ~ria C" . I;\nl::-uag(~ in whkh he <.('em~ 10 ha n ' a('quirr't!
a ~Ulk<talllial C"olll lx·lc'lU('.:C D uring IRIO a nd 1811 he as"i,let! Dr.

TJ"hi, inridnl l illll""U"d "I>on Car t..r th.. n....d of a Chin.."" 'p"akin il m" lIlh<- r
On th.. rnn'ul... . ." fT in C"n ton 10 mak .. r..prt· .~n"'liom 10 lht" Chi"'·... (;owr u­
"'..n t and 10 a..i.'1 .-\ mnka n mrrrhant. ..... ho .....n r bilk ..d of larR" .um, r arh ,,,ar
b~' Ih" Ch in..s.-. Cart rr nominatrd him.. ·lf for th .. po.ition in a ktr .·r 10 j " nat h,m
Ru,,~ll , Brow n Ii'll, wriur n fro m Lo ndon On 12 Fr or" a ry 1811 , U' l{i nll R u..1"11
to u",· hi. i" I1"'-""r lor Cartr r with th .. Sr{"frtar~ o f SIal" . Th l" po<I .....a . no l
cr ..at ,·d ;lI Ih i. l imr . (:;"ll"r m .w ha""IH"n, "on" ' io", of his polil ical ,·n... " i,·, ..... I\<"n
h.. W'01<" ; " So"", II'-, " m . lIl,'1 ha,".. rl"prr 'l"Ill"d rnr '" '' Tory an d " nwor lhl "f
cOflfid.-tI...·. I 'lin " pp",,'d 10 Ihr vrim-ivl, ' , "d"m'alrd hI' Ihr Pw ,'id,n " (;I/~r/Ir

and nr""r I""k "II 1)< ,lil i,·;.1 "' ...·d from W m 1ihddon a"d Wm Codll .lnJ . \\'I" -n
Illy 1"",10,·., [> IIhli,I",<I ti ll" 1'''' 11;1/, ..., JOI"'''''/ f vrr\-r'''' '<1 . 1"1"1"<... 1 Ihill!':' l...i" l{
i,,"' rt"d ",Ioid, " 'I'll ' !"vl'lkd 'II "fr . j d fn s" " ." .

'lJ ,,, n imk lo l", 1 lu ,,-...·.·.,1 r"rllllH"« of II". 0 "1,..> , I,un ," "f E!,:\[>lolnlll " nd
Rrl il{ iu t" 1i1"di... .'\ ]I, ,,w n who '·_,"rni,..-d v",io,,, l i" I{ IIi. ti.. ,·x,:,... i,,-, ,;f II ...
Call,·r . T Io q kit lloal I... 10,,,.1 " ."h,lanti,,, romV'·I.."",· in It "h,."w a ntI S, ria ..,
a.' wdl a, Crt·"k 'HId L,lin. I n addilinn lu Chin,',,' Dr. Carl ... apI",r..nrll' kn rw
Frr nd , ami ",,, ,,, r m lul{ u,·s,·...\ n admirino: I'l"1ali" r wrol ,· Ihal D r. Calln kllrw
Iw"nly. ni", · IaI1O: lIa l{" " 'I hi , i. pm. ihly I,.",·, hUI ch"r e is "0 ,·vid,·nt·,· fur it. :lml
D r. Sa,,,,,,", j u lo " " " , h." " 'm i"dnl "' Ihal " in [;,pidary imrril' lion. a Inan i, nul
On o"t l,: '

1O-l Unl jt/mill fl . Carter, /'}'YJidl1l1 E vtraord inarv [O , tlllwr I ~l;') i ] Ikll jallll1l n. Carin . Phpi/illll /·;\/lIwrd in lll.\' IlG

.Io~·ph Fo x in cdilillJ.:" a third edit ion o f Fox ' ~ lr("ali:-l;' Th e Xot ural
l listorv (I f th r Trrth , TIll' nlrn''' fl'I f1(k n fC' indir .ucs that Carter had
a HT~ ron"idn ahk -harr- in rl" \ i " i ll.~ till" r-arlier cdi timl :" of the w ork

IHII3. IHtlfi I . Fox \Hiln of hi" t'nlin' ~ll i"fiH lio ll with the ('(lP~

-ubmin cd b~ Dr. Caller.

A b out this lime Carin ~TIlI" 10 h;I\(' prepared a r(lll~h draft of a
life o f James. \LUlIl ill.l::. the li,,,t pre-idem of Brown Lniversitv .
T hen" arc many blanks in the I("XI : douhl1l''' Carter intruded 10 fill
in names. dare, an d plan-" IIpon hi" return 10 Arnerir a. He IIen'T

did so, however. Caner -how cd the' man uscript tu Dr. Fox who
wrote on -l J;tIluar~. IHII : -t return ~ " 11 abo your m...~ of Dr. ~fan­

nin e. I think that his life & the lI i:-lOn of the Cnllcgc cou ld ht· H 'T'

intnl'~tinc; , particularly tilt' lin.1 \t'aP.'· of his progr~~. "l .

Carter ~'l'lll~ to han- had J'l'l-·P.'t1a_, i,e !rtteP.' nf int rodu, tiun (or he
-oon hold a rather e \' l t'n ~i \t, ;u-qu ;lint;IIHT with pn~JIl:- of co nsider­
ahle :-tandilll:: . His t orn"'pondt'nt r- ~ hll\\., that he numbered a monx
hi~ as-ociates Sir Jo:-c:ph Bank:-, rhe president o f the Rn~at Societ~

a nd the lxu ani-t o f Cook \ \lI ~;l t;:t"' ; Sir A'lk~ Cooper , Ihe ~\I rc:e(ln

a mI !ret urn a t SI. Th"ma.~ lI o:-p ita l : Hen ry Cl ine' . al~ 1 a ~ lI n::-t'O Il;

and D r. Charlc~ Hunw~, the () rt;:a ll i~1. lie \\a~ fr i('JuHy with Dr.
J ohn Rippon . t he ('minl'lll Ibpt i.,t pn';uhrr In \\hom ht· \\ rote ;1

It'Un in lrOOIK iIll;:" J ohn Carter Bnl\\l1 a~ '",I t;:ratluOltt' of Brm'll C n i­
\er:-ity ill Pru, idt'Jl(t' , Rhod e b land anti <l c;t'lIlk ma n of a n 1111­

hkllli~hni reput atioll Ira\t"lIillJ.:: ill EIlI::-la nti (o r h i ~ hc'alt h alld fur
inf ormation ..,

_ \ ~ has ('t'('n nol nl. Cann ha d tk n·lllpn l i. di~li kt· and tli~tru~t

fo r many of his C·OlllllnIlWIl . Th i~ ft-c·lin.t: 11' c'\'plirit in a kttt'r to
:\' ir ho las B W \ \ 1l wriw'll fro m I.lln d o n at tIlt' IWl;:-i nning of t hl" " 'a r
of IR12.

I n ' g r .. t lhal tllr' <:"(1111)1"111'1'\11<'111 of h"'l iliti," ohlig", this gl'lltl,·­

lllr 'll [R lI '~" l1 tl\l' l }. S. "\ Il , h;. _~adnrl In l"a\ ,' lhe Cou'rt of Sc.·janll's
whnt' he has rt',idnl 1\ ith sO II11K h honou r to our C(luntI'Y. T h..
l;1t(' IMIWI'S fro m AlIll' ri";1 info rm ll ~ of till" rllaSS"('l'·~ in Hah illl' ll"
hy "hich it "pp";ll' Ill"t tlw \I,Jr 1i;1' IWRun. a_ I alwa~, lh(l\l~ht it
would. not hy ojJl"Ill~ assaulting- lIlt" "''''1 and Mllli,'~ of Brit;1 in hut
hy pri\'at"l'ling agaimt "nd w;llllo nly hUllling dc r" II ~,' I, ' ~s llwrchant

~ l'h .. Tllan,, ~cripr of Ih i., rl", tinl, li f,· of J "wn " l an ninK i, in liT<" ..\ u" 'I.' T\'
B,uwn Libr",.y. It i, my hop,· 10 Il",k r Ito .. "dil inK or lhi ; man",nipl th .. nt·x',
ordrr of bus; I,...._
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vessels a nd by O IH' p'lIly of .\ IlH" ri. 'an cilizens rohh ing audmurrh-r.,
ing nile anmlu-r. It is ill1fJlls,ihlr ' to a-rr-rtain how far the war
againsl Great Brita in will 1)1' purxur-d, hUI I .1Il1 a p prd ll' nsi\ c tln­
C ivil ' Var in the l: nit,'d :-'Iale" will nOI soon te rmina te.

A change or propcrty " 'CIllS to he tln- gl"c;ll ohj( ·(,t with r-r-rtain
me n and when thl'y han' orm- lu-uun to tavu- the- S"'I'l' tS of Iwill!!
rich wit hout labour IllO'y will not ('asily he prevailed upo n to quit
their P!")' or n-linquich their project-; It will be- milch ('a ,it'r 10
confiscate the propert y of rich Fvdvtali-ts than fight 7,ts. In this
me lan choly stat.. of alfaip; it heconu-s a qur-stion what part we
arc til act so a" to pre"en(' our- [ivr-s and Jlrop'Ttie~ until the storru
subsides. '\"e cannot c:\:lwC! tha t thr- Briti sh will H'''lwc( American
p roperty at ,s..a \\ h..n \\T are at wa r \\ tih them; and ",,' kllow that
the Am~r i can J a.-ohill" wil l not I'l'Spl·rt thr- prnpnty of political
au ragorusts.

[ hopr- you willIn- hk-s-a-d with wisdom and spirit 10 tId ·Cll.l vour
life and pro pert y. .\ I ~ lit tk- pi npnty. my only p;-,,\·isinll feu: nld 'a~, -.
I ronfidc to your ran- in fu ll n-lianrr- on your ahilitv and friend-hip.

Th.. ci-atl .uuk- JlIOSp....t hrigh te!ls. T Ilt' dcfc.u of :\lanllot hv
th.. Marquis o r \\"d lingtoll has ek-vntcd th.. "pi illS of th .. nation au(1
thl' funds have advano-d in pri",'. Xapok-on is ach-allring" towards
M oscow sl.mly. TI l!" ){ussia m rcur-ut hut «ttcu turn and chastise
their persuers, I still hope that ;\;1flOk o ll \\ill not he .rblc to ,uhdul'
Rus-in, if sln- wisl'1y Iwnen' I'l's ill t\('r svucm or rc'trC'ating and
<1\'oid ing a gc-ru-ral actinn . If til!" J{us, ia;ls ad \I ith wisdo;ll ;md
courag:e the 1II'"I't 'T llla\ li lld h is gran' OI l tilt' hank- of tt l('
Borystlll' rws. .

You r COlllll lC' nCell lt' lll was no do uht ("(,Idua!l'd in the llSllal man­
IIC'T, notwithsta nd ing th .. _orlllH'r ;1' pC'n of political affairs. L iln a­
tu re ough t to be e:\:r'lllpt from th.. lurhu!eIKl' of party.

r think sOlllC't iml's of re tu rn ing to :-:. Y. but know !lot ",IH'll,
The scuttling of Col. Smilhs an d :-'alll T h urhn , privall'ers W;IS

UlleXj:H 'Cled . \\'ho wCluld lhink til(' I' rovidell.... fl\( 'J] had ,pirit
enough for such all enterprise. I dn not IIOIH'\Tr cOIIIlIll'nd the
unl awful anions of till ' moh ill tht, d..strullioll or IJli\'atl' property.

Aftn \ r a terlon Dr. Carter \isit l'd Pa ris, \\ hert' h., remai ned for
more than a year. D u rin,1.; th i.' l iml' ht' he(";tllw arquain ted widl :\hh~

J e<l n P ie rr .. ;\ hd Rt 'Il11 IS;Jt ( I i lIB- JH:l ~ ) , the ori cn trJ!i"t, \\ ith whom
he rorre"ponded fo r mall~ ~ ..ars. I:no llg-h of th e Rr lll u"a t co rn'.
"pt:mdell ce ill the .\ 11 11 .\l a n Bnlll n Lihrarv and T he Rh ode b LI nd
H istorica l S(){" it' t ~ re lll a ins t:l Illake d ea r t h~t th ..ir princ ipal int erest
wa s in Chine"e \Tr"ions of the Gospel. amI th a t Dr. C a rt ,T arranged
th rough J oh n R ~bllJ for till' c\hh.~ tu IU T i\'(" C h ines.. pll hlir;Hiolls

of t lu- Ba p tist ~f i "sio ll a r~ S(lCiety, 7, It is al so a p parent tha t o n Dr.
Curter's suggestion c\ bb': Rem usar wit hh ..ld publication of articles
which migh t offend the Chiucse ; R r-m usat wrote , " I easily forso o k
the tho ught of puhlishing them when I heard it would he unpleasing
to you r venerable friends."

In the summer of 1("11(-) Carter visiu'd Scotland. ;\ lt h01 lgh he spent
muc h of h is time in Ediu buru h he made all extensive walkinl.:" tom
of th .. norrht-rn po rt ion of Scotland, ret ra ci n g th e route of J oh nson
and Boswe-ll . The journa l of this t rip is in "lh r- Rhorh- Islan d Hi-tor­
ir-a l S().·ir-t ~ . Un fortunately the r-arlv pa ges are m issin g, and th.. later
ones d o not indicate tlu- ide n t ity of Dr. Ca rter's companion. although
it is r-viden t that Ill' had one. In G lasgow t h.. donor visiu-d a cuttnn
fnrtor-v an d n.ncd, a pparently as all exa m ple o f Scottish enlighl l'n­
1111'nl. tha t nu bov-, und er (ell were employed in tIll' f ~\( ·t o n and :11

tha t aue the \\ :lgl' was 1\\0 shi llings pCT week.

III Ed in b urgh the doctor seem" to ha n ' had a \er~ goo d ti m .. ; a"
usua l he a rrived with numerous k ttns o f inuoducriou. HI' was a
freq uent ,guest at the hruuc of a wid ow. :\trs. :\ I1 11 e G ra nt of Lag).;a n ,
nee :\ Ia n 'i, a r , an authoress who had spell t her ea rl y m a rried years
in the .\ Io hawk rounu-, of Xt'W Yo r k State a nd wr itten about it in
Th t' .I1n nl'il I of .,111 . lmerium 1,lIdy, WOft :\ Ir s. Gra n t, imitatin,g
His-hup Pin cy, ha d abo written a h ig-hly popular Ess(/.I' 0/1 the Sltjin­
slilio ns of t he Il ighltm ds in I BI I. Carter fou nd the S.-ots sti ll ;tnkn t
for :\ Ia cphersoll a nd u nw illing to bdic\T t hat h is O ssian ir poellls
were forgeries. :\ Ir s. Gra nt spoke of .\ merica as a land of p romise
a nd not of perfo rm a nce . to wh ich D r. C a rt er look 110 exception.
Cartl'f a bo lll et a Ba p tist prear hn, Dodor Charles St l'\\ a rt , w ho
., h" w('d him u'p ir" of Ro l.;('f W illia m'" I\·ey I /l to 0/1' 1.'Hl g l lII. i:,f' of
, lmaiol, T he nloodr T o rellt of l'a sl'Clllioll, ;lm ] ..1 I ,rll er of .lIr.
fohll COltOIlS til .lIr. R . ll 'illil/lllf. Stewart ;11"0 showe d Cartn. lo
th .. dot' tn r'" a 11l al('nlt'nl, a \Try old map o f ;,\ ,'w Ellgl;l lld \\ hir h
Dr. ( :art er dl'SiTilwd as "ngraved on wood. Carter S('l'IllS to ha\'!"
ha d a ,L:'e lluiIiC int en 'st ill :\ mtTi..a lla anu it is a ha nnle-s...; ("onjlTtun'
th at the intercst stimulated a t thi s time wa" pas.~('d on to h is lH'phe\\
and result( 'd ill th e price less- , olkn inm of tllC' J o h n Carter Bro w n

~'Johll RyJ;ltlO ( t 7">:1- 1H2,'> ' ,;r B"pli~t IlIill i'l<'T. Ilr..~dwr , pr",id, 'nt o f a IJ,;rp t;' 1
('oltqw in Bristo l. En~l,,,,J . 17'U- 1B2.'i , f(nmd"r "nd l~t,'r ,,',·rn.n)' of Ih, ' Itl p t; ' l
~l j " i u ll a n' S.wi<-l)'.
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Libra rv. D r. Carter \\a~ uln-ad v fami liar wi t h \,'h itc KClllU'(~

/liblioth eca~ A mericanue Primordia, Londo n. I i 13, a prom o tnc
begi nning for a co llector of America na.

In 181 9 Dr, Carter returned to Ame rica and -en led in :'\e\\ York ,
where he lived for lilt' remainder uf hi~ life. His vis its to Providen ce
seem to ha ve been infreq uent as ther e ha d been some sort of q uarrel
or misunderstand ing IX'I \\ ren the Brown s and the Ca rters. The r-ause
and date of th is misundersta nd inc I runnot determine. .\s 101 1(' as
IB I5 Carter war.. wr iti n l:: 10 his e-lassrnate and brother-in-law.
Nic holas Brown , in a cordia l enough manner. \\" h t'n the qua rrel
war.. patched up, if it eve-r was, I do not know r-ithr-r. However .
Xirholas Brown wa:< an honora ry pallbearer a t Dr. Cartn's funeral
in Pro vide nce in IRJ I. In :\'('W York City Ca ner ~'I'ms 10 han-It'd
a full lift' ; he was a nu-mlx-r of t ilt' .\I ed ical StK'il'ty o f the City and
County o f New Yo rk and the :,\ ('w Yo rk l.vre um of Xat ur al H istor y
to which he occasiona lly scru specimens. He corresponded wit h h is
two nephews, N icho l" ", Brown J r. and J o hn Carter Brown , and ap­
pa rently tht'y visin-d h im in XC" York whr-n on their wnv 10 the
western lan dholdin r..~ of the- family, O ne letter. that of 2~1 J1l~H' I RI ~I
is o f particulM inlt·rr.-t for ti ll' informat ion it ('(mlains on I h\' CaT1n
family ori~in.".

T Ol1lille C.ofTet· 1(0 11 '«". :',,:('W Yo rk
.funl· 29, 1819

~I r . :\' kholas Brown J un .
Dear :'\'ephcw

, Your Il'w'r o f .lUll" 21st hy IXl,t has I)("( 'n wfl·in'd. A, you
d id nnt a,knowkdJ.:" t lr.. n ·, ..ipt o f two \'ols of Cohll" lI 's Y" a rs
n'sid,'nc~ which I <;('nt to ~ Ir, Franci, hy l" lckl'l I com-Iud,' \011 did
nOIIl'C('IV(' dll' lll. I n·!.:' lI't this a, I \\ i,h \nu to lead ~ Ir , H ulrr w',
Ira\'l'!s into ti ll' \\',' '''t' 'III tt'rTito ]\' an d C obh.. t t's f\'lll,nk... Oil

"111 igTa t ion, '

I saw )OU I' Iwlovn ! h ro tlw r } ,h n '('\'t' r:ll ti llWs in :'\' Y' 'l k
& rt'g-n ·t that 1lC' did not stop longn but ;IS he an d \n u will or rouI'"
h..' t ra\'I'lIinJ.: \\''' ~ I \\' ard /l O W & th ..n I hop" to ~C t' h im and \'H I

a~a.il\ , In th is r<'s ]lc('( IllY ",'nt r,,1 , itlla tio n is fa vorahl t·, I ';un
dt.'s l ~ous tha t you botlt Illay bt' tr u.. f rien ds of o ur pOOl' sha l l<' n 'd
fa mily, as your fa tlll' r hy li"tl'nill.L:' to til<' pl'rfid iou, , 'Olll l'l '], of 11'1"
has pro\Td billl" ,lf to lit' a mo,t d e,tructive l'nf'lllV, I d" 1I0! I'XIllT t
that you will h.. ahle to rt'lMir tht' ..!t'v"qa tlol\ a ;ld Ir an 'c tha I ha,
I)("'n m;lI!" in o ur fa mily. hUI , u rdy it mu"t 1)<' a Irron' ag n','abh'

task to a man of (;ood he.r tt tll uu-ud r.n lu-1 than (!l-s(ro.,. to he,ll
ra ther rh.rn to wound .lIld 1<" "1;1(, '. .

I am \\ ill Ill!: to _gin ' Illy ;Iit! ill ,,';\1, hillt.: til(' I(','orth of rhi­
i-Iand. hut I h<lH' litrk- hopc-, of any hl'lwfits frolll til<' IT'UIt" I
will make- enquire ;" you 1t"IIII'S( "hout tlw land Oil thi~ Island
torn ...r1\ !-x'longing to our atm-ctor. hut I r-alrulate- to n 'n'in' \Tn
illll.M'rflx·t illf(lllll~(ion. hnvinu IlI'l'n di-appoinu-d !-x-fOrt· when ask".
ill!: information on this ,ubjelt. Whn l ill Ph ilol(k lph i;l In tlu- wint..r
of 1i91 & 17Y2 I often n'Il\Tlsl't! with 1Il~ aunts Toh"dl and JO Ilt~

about the lands. Thn lamented thai IJlV fatllt'r -hould han' Iaih-d
in hi, attempt to r{,fo~-I'I tlWIII. Yo u '\.')y: that ~Ir" J on,', \\ ron- Illy
[athe-r in 1779 , I do no! know tln- d.uc of rln- [,'11"1' ha\'illg: never
v-on it. hUI it wa" I think. in thl ' vear 1787 tluu Ill\ Father went to
Long "land & to Philadelphia un 'lhi, busineM, It r-an do no harm
to rake up & in\T~til!,Il(, this hu-im-,-, hilt I think \\t . shall m-vr-r
nxove-r 0111 ' foot of land. a' I wIII,'mlll., to have heard David
H O\H' II ...1\, ruon- Ih.m :m y",n, '-1.I~0 when 'I)f'akill!.:' of thr-sc lands.
"( >h rlu-rr- the titk d,. '. not -e'vm ttl !-X' coruph-n- ... Till'st· WI 'U'
m-arlv hi, wordc. Ollr .1IltT'S(01 who owur-d till' [and in this island
\\a, lianlt'd J ohn SI',acl:' if I mist;lkt· not. 11,' \la, an Encli,llIll'-lIl.
I think . .-1 man of wealth• an Epist'''pa [i'lIl and Ill' i, ...lid to hav t'

gi\ rn au (lrC.-1Il tn s(111)" church . T h is 1.'lst'lI \"ho 'lI't'upi,'d th, ' land
in quc-rion vhowed Illy Iar ln-r a deed hut thITI' wa, no ,ignatUlI'
to it. If the d,'('<1 \\,1' no! ,iJ::llt'd h\ th,' Inl1\T\t'f it , 'ould be· of no
\alidih &. of ('OU"I' till' On'upin ',"o uld h;1\(' no tid,' 10 till ' land
""Tpt by pn'''<'s..inll, I han' Iward Illy Illntlwr 'IJI'ak of !>OIIII' fallils
in Rllod.· Islalld that \\1'((' los t to I...r ('-lIllil~ hy th is pn'st's,ion nf
21 ~rars.

I \" ill tak!· -.oIBI' 01'1)f'ltu llit~ & '" rill' tn Ill\ fil ,t cnusin 5,11111
T olwl'll in Ph iladel ph ia Oil th is ~Uhj'Tt & other, "OlllltTI"d with it
hut I ha\!' lIot 11<"lId fmlll T olwd l in lIla ll~ ~t'an;,

.\[y fat hn was alway, \t'ry ~hy in sl)f'akinJ:: oi his fa mily in
Ph iladel ph ia, I n"\TI h..;"d him 'pl'a k onl' WOld ;lllIIU! hi, f;\th,.,
.lnd motlwr or hnltl lt'r J 'lIl l('s. I wish ~ou would fa\,o)' m(' with the
fl'w p"ll(' il not ..s you took frolll hi m, l it, onn' ,,-aid Ihat h.. was horn
ill Ill!' war of till' s....ts r..hd lion ( wh ich W;I' I thin k in lirl ) , I
heard ~dll'n in Ph iLitk ll'h ia Iha t Ill' \,,- as a pmtllUll10U" ,'hild ha\'·
illg' Iwe ll ho rn aftn the d,'a lh or hi, fatl ll'r who "' as Inall ' of a \",s'I,1
;l lI(l was killn ! ill a 'l'a lighl in thl' old Flt'l lt h War 11\ a ,hnt. II i,
h l'othn J a rm's was a I'l't rna kn in l' hila. ll'iph ia , ~ l r,, " ' I 'ol wd l told
Ill!' th a t hn bw tlll'1 .l ' Ill W ' Carll T wa' a gay rllar\. ion d or ""Ill pany.
ami now amI tlw lr apt tn drin k t"o Illlwh, I '" W;h Ill'a l in hi, dn''' ,
particularly h is shOl's a nd ,Ill' has "','n hi rrl {or ha li an hou r with
,I ,hoeing htlrll tning to pu t Oil .-1 Ill'W pai r nf ,hll"s '" hie h wl'l'e too
,mall for him, [ n "I hn word, Ill' wa, Olll' of till' I'h iladl'lp h i,L
dandle, of the I<h t n'l1t ul'y, I It- dlt,d ~OUl\g, Few pl'n o lls a rc as
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ignorant of their own families as I am. ~Iy mother use-d to dis­
("OIll,I' frt-qucntlv about hIT family and on her ,ide I have a littll'
infonnarion, hut Illy fatlll'r for ITaSOllS lu-st known to hilllSelf always
ob-ervr-d a profound silence resperling- his family. ~ [ y first I'ollsin
R ichard T olw" ll, hom whom I learned «h.u Iit th- I know of our
family once told [II,' that tIUTI' had lx-r-n a family quarrel alllong
them in Ph iladel phia . T h is an d his natural atlsl<Tity might havr­
ca uv-d Illy fa ther's siklll"l' Oil thr- suhjn: t. " 'hl'll I ralh-d Oil Dr,
Benj Rush to e-nte-r myself as his pupil hi' asked ua- my name &
residence. H e then asked me if Illy father was not a printer in
Pm vid ell(,{·. H(, thr-n ob served that Ill' was for-un-r-lv wel l at-­
quaintcd with Illy Iar l«-r . ~Ir" . T olwl'lI told nn- that D r: R ush and
mv father were orn-e vcrv intimate. A t th at time l Jr, R ush's mother
W:IS a \T~' pOO l' widow ;m d ke pt a hur-ksu-r's ,hop in Ph ila delp hia .
~ l r. 'Folwell who marrir-d mv Father's sister Elizabet h was a cabinet
make r. Dan iel Spencer formerly a cabinet maker in Providence &
g randfat!l,'[" of ti ll' Ia n - \ Villia lll La wn-ncr- vonr ck-rk u-a-d to wo rk
with ~ I r. Tolw cll as a jourm-vman. After tile death of .\ 11'. 'I'olwcll
she married Col. Robert Rolu-n, who ,,·I....cd during- the American
war. M r. .l Oll I" who ma rried my fatlw r'.; other ,isln l{y hl'(Cil was
[ th ink a Shoema kr-r. Afn-r tI\I' d eaths of ~ l l'. Tolwr-ll and M r.
.I 0 Ill ·S Ill~ fatln-r's two sisu-rs kept hoarders and lodgers. and in
17f17 ~ Irs . 'Folwell told ruv f.rtlu-r ( ' IS <lu- sa id tnllw) th a t ,Ill' and
hIT si-n-r had ,'a,h :-,OOL l'cnnsvlva n ia rurn-nrv out at interest
when hr- replied that it was lIIuch more tha n he' had. I n this he
')10k.. til(' truth for a t this timr- Ill' was d""ply in debt to T homas
1Jiskasou & Co. & not worth a ren t. T h us our Ia milv had neither
r-ic-hes, nor titles nor honours to bna st of. If I were t~l sav thnt we
wr-re Iwr,ons of hUllIbk hir th it might Ill' infe-rred that there W ('r('

some persons of exalted birt h in these States. If we han' JlO noble
blood in our veins WI' are no worse otf Oil tbat aecount than our
neighhors f O I ,how 1Il(' the man ill Amel ica th at has Jlohl<' hlond
in h is v('"ins. T h us I haH told you all I know of our Philad d ph ia
relatiom,

It i, a nlliou, fa"t that II'UlTS to \'Ou should be indosl'd to
~ lr. Francis fol' fcar th a t tllt"y should not' faithfully 1)(' d,·livered to
~ou, but f"ll into othlT hands and be nrokl'n open.

Your an,iety and ,olicitud(' fol' your sur('lnnbing relations
i, extremely honourah le to you and I hop" YOllr good \\ i"tll's &
,' ndt"avours m,l\ h(' att('IHkd \Iith hetter succe,s than \ITI(' lIlilll' .
.\ h !l('ar t was \;rllll~ with th" kl'('ll('st "'matioJls to " 'I' the deslrur­
tioil that was prepa'ring for my u nfol'luna te rd atiolls, who " '('IIH'd
inscnsible of their ilpproal"hing" f.u e & laughed at my warnings.
I stretd1l'd out my ha nd to help tlll'llI hut ,011W of tfwm tri"d til
hite o lr Illy h<lnd & (allW nea r d..~troying lIle. ~ I y want of success
does no t ind ispoSl' Ille from doing a good an ion nllt it suggests the

1H'IT"ity of pru dence & discrimination. You mus t not put yourself
in the powe!" of a dishonest ung-rateful I'l'rson me-rr-lv because he
is your relative & you fed for his mi,ery, T h is was tht- point in
which [ e-rn-d

I am yOIll faithful friend and uncle
Bnj . B. Carter.

Dr. Carter a t one time apparentlv con rernplatcd w riting a history
of Rhod e Isla nd , H is long resid en ce in New York may wel l have
In-en the reaso n that the project got no further than a 10n .1{ series of
q uestions w h ich he w ish ed to resolve in the work. T h e q uestions
concern th e climate. nat ura l resou rces, wor king ha bits of the peo p le,
the relations be tween P ro v id ence and Xn' port, t he "'l rly sla ve tra d e,
the ex te nt o f m a n u facturi n g" in ,1](' state. Some idea of the ,cope of
the intended work ran he gai ned by noting the su hjens for w h ich
l I r. Carter was !'l,~ekit1g a nsw ers.

At what precise period before 1700 did tl lI'y [rlu- citizens of
Proviel.-n("('] begin to p rov-c-un- rounm-rcinl enterprises. partinllarly
III(' slan' trade, \Vn e there Ilegmes ill :'\ Engla nd pn-vinus to
17:)()? \ \ 'he l1 d id the whale fishcrv {"()]1lllll'lll"'? ;'\atun' and amount
of r-xportarion from Providcno- Iwfore 17T).

T he yellow [r-ve-r, W;IS it im po rted or of domest ic origin ~ill

Prov i d ("n l"l ~-----("on tag ious or not. Pa rdo n Bowe-n has wriucn an
article, in the Medica l Repo sito ry of ~ ('W York in which he en­
dcavors to pro\"(' that it was imported. T his "ssay SI ','IllS to be a
defense of j os. Nigh tingal e. J ohn I nnes Clnrkr-, and Ep hraim
Howell for kecping- hog~ & ot h\'[" nuisam-r-s in the lower part of tOWIl
rather than a ca ndidate investigation of the subject .

Slave trad, ' what llUmlwr or slaves appear to I];I\"!' be"n r('g­
ularly imJlo rt,·J. ill \essels, into the port of I' l'Ovid ('nce. before &
dlJrillg til(" war? Wh at duty pe r ' wad pai d til th,' ( ;ll\T rl llll('nt ?
WIll'n d id the odiotl!i t ra me n 'as,,?

Smug.gling ill l{l lOdl' b la nd , under till' British dyn a'ty. appl'ars
to have h'Tn ,'a niI'd on ,'x"-n,in'ly-its aiIlOU lI!. ni1tUIl·. punish­
lllt'nt for.

A t what tilll!' did the Ba ptists Iwgi n tn n'lliit their l)(']('ditary
rontl'mpt & hatred of ka lllillg? \,'as th,· imprO\'t'llH'[lt in ~Iwir

lilll'rality th .. dkn of ]) r. .\ Ia nn ing's drons.' \\'e l"!' th" L atlll &
G l'I 'I'k langllag"s ta ugh t in I'Hl\-id'·IlIT befor" ~ t an ll i llg ('allw?
Wh at progress has Iwen lIlad", ill Ikh r("w;' 1)1'. Styh~s, President
of Yah· Col kg". forllwdy a mini, ter at :'\n\porl, ka nu'd tll('
I k h n 'w of ,onw J I'WS "'ltkd thn,· .
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Did not R. \\"iIlia lll' commit an ahsurditv ill t':'\\'H'isillg' the Iuuc­
rion s of a Civil O ffin 'r, a' C; o\TfllO I' a nd ~ I i ll is tn of ti lt' (;o'pd at
th e snrnc tinu-. 1)1". Charles .....n-wurt of Ed inburqh S; l y S he did not .

Comparison of Smithfield marble with Grecian nmrbk-s v-r-n in
the Louvre.

Art' the Ind ian Ian£:ual.: l·s of :-';"w ElJ~land totall y I,,,t ? Can auv
pl'rsO!l in Rhodr- l-Ja nd spe-ak the prilll itin' ahol'i~ina l 1.1IIg11,.g;'
if M) procul"{' a \" l(';thulal")' of a, lIIany words as po ,slhle.

The burn ing of ti ll' (;a' Jwl'. at Providence. l J(' in~ tIll' fin t m-t ~lr
aggn'ssion aga inst the- British . the fils t ho-tilc fire Iigh tl'd up !I I

Anu-ri cu-c-it i, Ill-sirahle to obtain tlu- pa tt i{" u!;lr s of that act .

O ther ,ug'g't",th t' topics a n ' elaborated : th e buildina of C nive-rsitv
H all , the Ba pt ist .\ Irrling H OII-S(". tilt' ~Ia rlrt H o use, t he G llrt o nia ns,
t he extinction o f \\uln'S and deer. lilt' burning of Pro vidence in the
Ind ian war o f 16i t;. It is unfortuna te tha t Dr. Cartn', -elf-impo-cd
exile in Xcw York ma de the h isto rical p roject im pos-ible. The notes
indi cate that be ha d stroll ,!.;: \·ic-ws o n local m atin s. It is Illy .c: lIe~s

tha i ttu- hist ory. if written . would ha ve bern sa lty and o piniona ted.
with litt h- t raer of «holarf dt-uu-h r m-nt.

It seems clea r t ha t thc: member (If tilt' dan n hn dl'scritll'd Dr.
Carter as a "partuula rlv crll~ty o ld bachelor" had .... 11lU' evidence for
that opinion. One last item confirms t his irn pres-iou. In Februarv.
1826, \\ he n hl' wa s ne;uly rit.:h ty- thrl'f', Thom as j dT er.-on found h im·

5oC1f in c1i rf' finan cial , trai t,. T n pa y tht' more ur gf'1It of h i., d,'llls h ('
pmpo !oo<.·d sc'lling ."' JIlH' of ti ll' al"fI'ag(' around :\ Iont irdlo b~ louITy .
For thi s. howt·H r. lw ha d to ha n ' perm ission of thl' Vi r.l:: ini a Il't.: i, b­
lure. W hen !til' sad tak of jelTt'rso n's pl ight b,'(';I IlW known sllb­
."oCriptio n lists \\C rt' , ta rlt'd in \-arious ci tit·s. In P rm ·idencf' a ('ll!lI­
mi ucf' headed h~' Da vid Tho m as, dh·id,·t1 the to\\ 1I into di,t rirt.' ;md
("a ll\'a~\l;'d for funds. with tt·am,. quill' in the malllU'r of pfl"'t·nt clay
fund elrin'S. III Ib lt imo rl' mer $3.000 was raiscd : ill " h ilad d ph ia ,
$SJK)(): in .7'f'W Yo rL: . $R,:-,1I0. "irg'in i;1 ma ck I ll ' d Tort to aid tht'
ex -Pn'Sid l·n t. Ca rle...·' hat rl'd o f all t ha t jdTnson stood for \\;IS ,Ii ll
a rd"1l1. ;\ ("opy o f a kUer to thl' Ed ito r indica tl'.' t h.. doctor's ,"l lH'­

wh at IIII1:haritahk fn ' lin ,gs.

j F.Ft·F!':';OS S l · BS ClU I' T IO ...-

Having- Ilt'l"u c;,I1, 'd upon In ," IN.Tiht- In iiI<' n ·lid of ~I r. JdT,·r ln
a n 'Sp'Tt for puhl;,· opinion indut 1"1 1111' til , Ia le "" lIl " of tilt" 11'; 1'
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\\hy hal" dccliut-d gil'iug my signa ture.
I. I do not l)('li"\T rhat ~f r. .Id le t,on i, in want. TI1I' pl.m of ,I

lorn-1")" appt'ar~ til hi ' got up hy come artful pl'r"'lIl' 1\ ho ha n '
taken advant ac- of .\11'. J" dn t;lgl' 10 fo-,uhn their ow n m-vt-,

out of the n ,'dulily o f the public.
2. ~ Ir. J has been paid long ago & Wl'II paid while ma ny s oldir- r-,

of thr- Revolution re-main unpaid 01 Wl'IO' paid in a dr-pn-ciat cd
p;lpn money.

T he let ter routinucs, blaming J d Tc·n;cm fo r t he \\" a r of IRI2. 1111'
failure of 11ll" Un ited Stal l', Ba nk . tln- p rost itu tioll o f t he judi cia r y.
and h is importat ion of fon' i ~lt scho lars at tilt' l :n iw rsit y of Vi rginia.
( :.. ncr was mo-t iIHTIlSl'd about j "!Ter ,o n 's I'mhargo a nd mm­
illtl'f("llur<ot· aft, hy whi ch "he lIladt' bankrupt our merchants and
lI';ukl"!<, drove- our ,, ·;tIIU'n from tht' rx-ean 10 fill the pri.... llls at D art­
m oor, la id 0111' capital ill a -be-. and caused till' ,::: ra~" to .l.: rU\\ on 0 111'

\\ ha rves. ' "llu- ira.... ibh- doctor ' lI~gest l'd that a townsh ip in
Louisiana lx- gra n ted tn the a,:::t'c! I'...-sidcnt. a tow ns hi p \dtkh ("011·

rained a sa lt mine.
O n thi ... SlI Ill('W ha t ung-ell('ro lls note thr- Ca rl er 1"1Irr"')l1ll1lkIllT

e-nds. TIll' donor. I a-ccunu-. runrinued his life in XCII Yo rk in h i,
1)\ nnw u.'uallrusn manner. H e died thr-rr- Oll:!-l .\ p ri l IR H . H is
I~)(h' was brou ght toProv idence w he-re it wa s placed in the Cam-r
{;unih' 101 in the Xonh Muria l Grounds. The doct or "Tms. \\ itho ut
11l1lfh que-don. to haw ~rm\ n ra ther difficult a , Ill' aged. T h is ca n­
no t dl't ra et. hll\\ e\ n . from t hl' fa,·t t hai he h;,,1 an l'aC;l' r ami inquir.
ill_I.\" m in rl. was \11'11 t !Jllug-ht o f in his pn lfe~, i ( l lI . and in h i, a \·o,atinns.
llla th l'lllal in a nd lingui, tic st lldi l's, Ill' a l laiti\'(! a ("(Hnp"II' nrc fill'
Ill'yoll d that .. f most fo lln:c _g'ra d u<l l"S of hi., da~ \\ Iwt h,']' .\ lIln i, ,Ill
o r E lll:li, h.

Itf.H Rf.Sr.•. ,
'1 10 .. Call1'r·Il.,,,forth I'''' '' 'f<. '1h.. R hod l' "la nd lI i' lo ril"31 SOl'i'I\.
·· I h.. Jouru" I ..1 Ih.· SI,i!, .\ fln ,,,,d 11 ,,\..' "" a \ ''''''1( '' w 1:""1" ", ( :hi" .l .

17'111·"":' "II". Khod!" h l,tnd H j' lo t i,.,,1 SOI·i.. t )' ,

L, ' nt'r~ ami ~li ,,. "] L,,,, ·uL" I''' pn , of Ilr. Fk nja ttlitl II"" .,." (:",tn. <:L" . ,,(
171l1i . Bro" " L'n i\" _il ~ .\ nh i\l"s. '1'1". J uhn Ib y I. ih rar y".

1."11"1" itl Ih,' f ;,-n ,,\ Ku,h <:. Ha.... ~ ; "< ( :orr'·' I..>t1 d,·n'·... _\ nn ~ l .u ~· Ih"wtI
I.il" .,.... Bro" " l · " i\ ,·" il ' .



T HE OLD O RIG I:\'AL
by L r n a : ,\ I , l , r. :" j o v es, ..Ill iJlml1 P m/e J,IOr 0/ F.'Jglish;

T u h'lh n/ Dir ector 0/ Drama/in , Brou'n Uniue rsit y

IT WAS sho rtly after noon O il Sunday..\ Iarch :l , 1 ~ :-) i tha t th e
phone fan g in Illy home on 1'00H~ r Snect . T he lady sounded d is­
tre s-sed . ). [ 1'. Xlonahon. of the Histur iru l Society, had gin'lI her m y
name and suggc:"tcd that Lm ight be able tu do something, \\'ou ld I
like a clock ? Well. prac ticalf a d ock there mi ght be a few parts
missin g. It was \"C'ry old and it had to be moved at once - by to­
mo rrow night. WIH're was it? In the belfr y of the meet ing hOIlS(' of
the First Baptist Ch urch , How hig lI as it? Well , Xlr. Watson had
told her that it weighed about ha lf a ton,

Now Illy hobhy is doch -hllt half a ton of d lH'k ? It was Sun­
day - and \\ hv the rush ? Tht'~ wen' sta rti n.e; the renovation of the
bu ildin g Oil :\[onda y ami it had to lx- stripped of c\Tryth ing - :"0 it
was either rue. or the ancient wre ck wuuld be thrown out. And
that did s.rvm a shame.

For man y ~'(' ars I ha ve conducted the rehea rsal for araduarion in
the old nwelin,e; house. I had gradua ted from it myself man y yea rs
ago and I was more or less famil iar with the structure an d the massive
beams of the ~teepk. :\ Ir . X onnan .\ 1. Isham , in his A History Of
T he Fabric ( Providen ce 1 ~l2 :) ) had thi s to say about the d ock:

"A d ock and a bell \\TIT provided at th e outset . Sronr- , in his
.\1a hanie'5 Festu-a l records a tra d ition tha t the committee purc-hased
a one-day time piece and no tes Caleb Wheaton'" comme nt that the
dock was built by a C hr istian since it 1\ as so \\<'11 made. At any rate
it d id not cease to tell tim e for th e congregation until 1873 and is
st ill on dut y in th e tower of the Congdon Street llleefing house."

The late Professor ..\ rt hur E. Watson ( Electrica l En.e; inelTing,
Emeritus ) , had reso led the old d ock from the COIl.gdol1 stn~et bu ild­
ing and placed it in the sub-l x-lfrv of the meetin g house . So the :\11',
Walso n who sa id it weighed half a II ,n must be his sun and what
\1;lS his telephone number"

:\Ir. Watson sa id it wa s the old "riginal as far as he knew . There
was no nann- (111 it. li t' would he ,glad to help if ll(' n, ultl - Ill' had
the kt,y to the lx-l lrv and he would 1)(" home all afternoon.

.\1 ~ next call \\as to ,1 studen t a t BIO\\ n O I H' nf my s t ae;d 1 ~llIds .
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The Old Originl/I

"This sOllnd.~ like fun." he Mid and read ily ;l,Cfl'ed to round up -onu­
uf tlu- stage (TCW .

in hal f a n hour lin; mem bers of Illy student n ew wen- at my druu­
in a station I\agoll. Two girls and three h(l ~ s with ropc and wn-nchr-s
d id not seem to a larm )'1 r. \\'atsoll , who led us intu rlu- nWI,t in,C

hou se, "lhr-rr- IL l S a hum of nr-tivitv as furni ,' hings I\ClT heing moved
hut we d imlll'd ,1I)o\T all tha t - and I met m~ old oriuina l for the
first time whih- its su('( n sor heat out th e time uverhcad. Did ~() u

ITal i/e that ill the sub- hclf rv ~ou Ia n hear the beat o f the dock ami
the thump (If t hr- "tr ikin,l: but not tin' sound of lil t' bell ~ I t is tot!

far above .
Trap duors carne int o play and rhr- lx-ll rOl1l' was pu lled up to

lower part- of the old origina l 10 the ground . Finall y it was done
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and the b.uk of lht' -t.uion \\agoll was ~(1 full of iron tha t .\ 11'. \ \' a t ~o tl

d t'rled 10 \\; J1 k up Ilw hill to his home on Congdon Strrr-t, T he ca r
s;lggt'd ;, .~ it dHll!;c:rd ;J1l1l1g 1'00\lT Str eet [0 til \' house.

\\'II('n :\ Ir ~. .J< ' t1 t'~ I'a llll' hOIHt' tha t aft enlo; 1l1 it \\a.~ [ 0 find tlu­
cella r he;'1wd 1\ ith II I lt'd _~ .uul ~ha ft~ and p llll e ~ ", - and fin ' di ll}
and h lln gl ~ ~I\ld('nl ... t a .c,t' h a lld~ with an equa lly di~ IH'\"t'[ed proft-.~s(lr

maki n,g raid ", on IIIl' pa nt ry.
I I is a beaut i(ul old doc k. Ha nd·;o tllely made \\ ith bra~... gears

and srccl pinions (showinl-! liuk- wear for a hundred ~Tar.; (If going )
and set up in a rage of iron ~lraIY.'o . The end gatf:~ arc like the ends
of a na rrow four-poster lx-d of fil~1 iron with halls on the top of
the po~t!' - the whole J~% illl'lIt·~ high . 'I'hl' ~idt' rails an' of forued
iron. :lS inches long. and then' an' four of rlu-rn. Upriaht straps uf
band Iorued iron . ahollt :\ indlt"~ wide ami Y:l imh thick ca rrv the
arbors in bra-,... hll~hing!' . .\ 11 gear.; art' of hrax... and range from the
I-! rea t wheel Oil the strike ~ide \\ ith a diameter of :!O inr hes to the
smallest \\ hee-l in Iht· rkxk - Ill(' e!'("apt' whe-e- l, which i~ only 7 inches
aero....s. Thi... txapt" \\ht,(·, ha.\ Ihirt~ teet h and Iht' pallee- are of the
recoil variety.

The pendulum rod is i fn'l and -I inches ami a lJ('aulifllll~ tapered
pit'n' (Jf irtlll\\ nrk it i~, terminatinu in a ca-t-iron lentil ...hapcd pendu­
lum huh that wt'idl'" exarl l~ iO pounds.

Chri....tiun Hu ~ gen... J6:!~1.16~IS ). ;1 great Dutr h ...cienri...t and
ckx kmaker. invented a method of pendulum xu...pt'n ...ion that enjoyed
a short vogue. Clvcloidnl r hcekss. it was... called. and this c lock has it.
One of the secrets of the old oriaiual's lung lift- ma~ he the Iact that
it bear onlv once in lint' and one- half ~colltb a gra nd fa l her' ~ clock
lx-atv once a second . or :\600 timt"S an hour. Old oril.,-.lna l\ hour rate
was '2-100.

The great wheel on the lime side Il;\~ a solid wood barrel 9 inche-s
in diameter, and the winding cran k - with a nice free curve to it ­
has a one-foot radius an d was fitt ed dirntly to the arbor or shaft of
the main wheel. So the doc k could 1101 han' req uired 100 hea vy a
weight to run it - though the handle of Ihl' winding crank is for
IWO hands and is much wurn - thin k (If the men \\ ho wound this
r1mk da ily for almost a hund red years.

Then- i~ a mas.~ Ilf shaft ing and yelkt'!' tha t rnt rir-d till' llH JIion 10 tln­
t hree faces (If the tim k. I have Ilm T minu te hand", of l'oPlwr, .'i~

illl I lt'~ l" ng. and 0 111' and a pitTt· of Ill)(' hom hands . :.!O im lu-s lone: ­
whic-h n u-ans tln- dials 1Il11~1 han ' ht't'll Iwtt lT th an four fel'l arros~ .

T hl' hands ha n' Iht' r harart nistir Ell .gl i .~h spa de shape.
T he fineness of the work an d til(' ~t ll n l ilH's.~ sUl!;gnted to nu- th a t

it m ight h a \t~ hrTtl I:nglish in nrigin, Illlagint· my git'e \d lt'n a search
of thl' many loo",e p;ut~ hrtllight fort h t he d laptlT rin~ - a cirriI' of
h ra s.~ atta dwd to the rlol'k ill ~udl a m:llllH'r that lhl' man who wound
it rould rc'ad tht' lime \\il hlllil ~f't 'i lll!; li lt· d iak



A thorough ( 'ka n ill ~ of thl' blackened brass ring brought to light
some fine hold (' ll.gra \ -in t:'. an d finall y it was possible to read beyond
a doubt the wonb "Acn s. Thwaitcs Ch-r kenwcll I.ondon 1ifH"

Britt en ':" Old (;[(I(is and Il'atchn and their -'luAo s 7t h Ed i­
tion. 19:>1) ) has this to "'ly:

Thwaites. .-\in" , o n h. /l ow m an Street. Cl.',J..'-II;nll. ~Ll(k tin­
Horv- f ;ua rd \ ( :I. O("k. 17.-)n: 17-10-80.

Thwa itcs. B en jamin. .,011 uf .\imworth. London . .\ pp rr lll i•• -d
1762 C. C. (Clod maL.d .. Company ] 1770.

Thwai tes. J ohn . -/ Rosoman Strut. C/..,J..ol;.rdl. :\[.ls Ir-r. C . C.
th ree tituev, 181.',. 1819. \820 .....

T h wa ik \ & Rt'l'd, ., R o coman S/",d, Cl"k. " .. ctt. 18\ i---I-2. The
firm ..till .·"i,t~.

Thiuk inc of the- builders ..f t he mn'tin~ hon-e you t hink of rln­
Iamo u- Brow n brothc·r~. And w hen you th ink of the Brow II brothcr-,
vcu rhin k uf !' r{lf!.,..",o r J a mc"" B. H I"c1 ~I"", the aut hotitv on the' Br()\\ 1\
papen-. Pr ole-...)r Il l.'d g l·~ -urpri-ed mr- w ith his in- ra nt recall of rhree
lette rs wr itt en in the ~pri llg- of J775 to H a yley & H o pkin", London
corrcspondeut-, of till" Brf)" Il~. These letters. by Xicho las Bro wn.
o rdered and di .... lI,-.cd the clock and bellc-. H a vlev 5; H o pk in' ha d
hope-s, but the tim es " tTl" "Iig-htly troubled - but J'rofe-..'( )r Hnl ~e"

n-nnmbercd a n item in 1111' t 'roridence G a:.:.£tt i' O l"to l>n 9, l7fH.

" In 1111' , hip (;r/l,.,nl II'n l h i " ef orl , Captai n Simon Smith . frolll
Lt 'lidon. r;1Il11' paw 'nL;l' r'i ~ I r. Elk:w ah " ·;tlson. ~Ir-. \\· I 1t ~ ' I "'I - k .

~ I r. n_~b"Oll. and ~Ir. Wh itworth..\ la~e and elega nt C kN:" k.
,II-" a Ik ll w" igh i ll~ :n Cwt. h;ln~ hl' l'n "'(·('i·;'·c'd hy Ca pt" in Smilh
for till' Ba pti, t Chunh in th is low n."

So it ft·;..t ;.. in my n·lIa r - O Ii C h und red a nd :'oc, ellly-Ihn'c yt:':u;..
o ld - ti lt' o ld o rigina l, Surdy wlwn Ihe rc nm'aton; han' l!olH' tht:' ir
wo rk and tl1t' F ir ... t Ba p ti... l i, ;..l lInly Ol K C morc t hl'r t:' w ill Ill' th'N'
" ho \ 1 ill ;"I T Ib ,lt 1111 "1'" i;.. :t pla n ' WIl('IT ()Jl("(' agai n thl' o ld o rigina l
I-a ll Ill' at hom e.

l in T il l' ("11 (h igillal lO r tolwr :\;\TH.\:\;\EL (; REE.:\E 'S I.ETI"ERS TO
" FRI EX I> ~.\ ~ I ~ I Y" \ \"ARIl

"dil"d b~ CLlfl'OIlIl I' . '- ( 0 "' .' '' 0 ", and (;1- .\1(10,'0"' .\. COI-L1",~, 3rd

[, o nl in",-d f'01l1 J ul. . 1" .')7,'" 110, no. 3, I'''!,:C' 88 )

Aunt ( ;H"'\1 ' [Fe-hrua rv or Man-h . I i73J
Ill'll' I alii ,u'ob.l·illl:: III~ 1....rd and ;ldju'lil1~ mv Band. with as much

fnrlllallity and impou.mo- a" n Ot till H.lhnllk introduces a -ubjcct of
Scil'lItt·. M arrimonv lll't"I'I'n ~I i " I';uia and \I I' Arnold flourishes like
a ··,::r(,(,11 BoJ y Tret''':l; Y O II r-ome wuhin 0 111' of hnveing a \" i~ i t from
them. hUI thcv turned 111I'il COllr",,-' 10 Hind , l -Jand . and was gone a
whole W,'(·k a lmo"t. T he-v had ,I Yanka Irolick there. Sitk and Harmel
join'd hand in hand 10 .arr~ on Ihl' [ Ja m-e. I Should Iaughl heartily [0

haH' ....-r-n Flanm-l 'aIUIC Silk. hi, fOllr:h roat S lid inc a Cl&<S Silks Soft
Skin, would h'I\T made lu-r (;rin a, bad a" vour Sanford""- I han' nul
g"l our Til'kl 'l yl"l hili "'I)I'ch'd it soon. I i,;tt'nd to turn Bea u with Illy
p.ln of th .. ~fOl lt' y . .urd makr - a Shillt'in~ Fir:uH' ;un"ng"l the Greenwich
8ud., J fear I chant hI' oJhll' tn rqual OOttor J "" l i n ~" in powder, for he
onh- ""hook hi, l it-ad \!"'lnd<lY in the 8 .l\ lxTS Sh" I' .rnd he' made <uch ;1

du-r thai Lmi-took ~ Ir, H ubbard for ~ f i n<l 8 1"0\\ n- What do you inn-rid
to do with your pan or till' innl·,I...-, C. II1" L I \\ u-, L",,("S FUl"h;l1ol"
/I;,-/I;-will _".11101\ it.111 ul>- 1 \1 arrant it "·1'au- -0 uunh 1)OIihT in
(;r('('\1\\i,h in l'OI1ll110n than vou .11 ''''''In h-- I Ie.u voul out-him- IIlI'
with equal 1'''I)I'nn' Thi-n- i'" another <lth';;nta!!(· \'I~U have over IIlC.
you an' SUT(' to 1)1 ' n-paid hy th l' poor COllllln' (~ I ' lIIry whn cndea\oun
\n ape.' you in tht" F;l ,h inn~ . ,,/wH'hy you ",",I a brg,. quant in' of (;,00"
"\Tn n,·" mode.' Ihats introdun·d tllU~ \lllI follow 1111' maxim" or thl'
Wi~,: and pruden l. prey upo n nt lll'r 1'1,(11'1;" (nllil's :lnd lu rn th ... ir p ride
to \\lur ow n ;ldv;lIlt;lgl', ~ [i s" Slll"a will lit" wi lh \OU th i, E\'t' ning. Bu t I
1101){' your rl';If" , liT aIMtl·d. if tlwy <ln' \101. yn'ul agree you 1l1;'IY ahate
a gn'at pa rt of thell1, when I tdl you "'IH' h" " hn'n twic(' to Co\cntry
and onl'1' to m (N:"k hla nd~ Ill' warr:ln t !In. ,I" Don Ol Sw ift says, ~ Ill'

has h\ thi, got a Set of ]) Url y l d l ';. ~-S I 1t' i~ ;t dll'a rf ul agll "l';Jhk otd

:I'\\·de.-ollu· ,,,,d 1'"l i,'o", ' ICirr ,'no' ) . \ 1nold had 1~"'n lll;.rr j"d p·,·rnl),-. Sr,' nOh'
~.\.

:I' I',-"h"hl)' SallfOld ;';oY" ' , " ",·i!!:ld>t.r ",ilh "hu", 11ll" W;. rd, wnc l"lrhruilnl
in k~,l! "l'Iiu",.

a"J);j"id 11 . ( ; 1'0 "" '" in hi, lI i"/" I)' "/",'11.\1 / ;" ·"" ,,,;,.h ( l'n,,·id"lIr,·, l8i7)
,L,t"'. " J"'" 'IJh J o, l\ n. "" ,u·"'lIl1j>li.l",tl J'lly,il'i,m frum Sn llb nd. r'lllle.' to E,1<1
I ;"'.,-n" i,·h ill 1770, h,,,,in!!: 1""'11 "1\(1,,(",.,1 10 «"Ilk 1,,'1'" I h l'U lI ~ b Ih,. i"ll"("IU-" of
( ;o \" 'r llo r ( ; ' '(" '' 0' ' ,,"d utl",r .«""tl"1I 1O" 1I of ti l!" Iwi!!:hhorhood. II<' "'", ","-,' uU'd
lIl>l 0"" ' " ,\ ,killflll phy,i ..i"" h" t ,,, all ;........ ,((lI'Ii,!wd ~'·ntl'·m" " ,,,,d " 1l"''',11
;Jcq"i,ilion 10 lh,' ,oei,,1 rirrlc.-:'

11'1
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Con 'nt ry

T o
~Ii,~ I'llll ~ W"u d

at \\"e ,\( ' r1 ~

Soul,
~h(' "ill

make- th i ng-~ ag..-....ahl.· to [n-r in vour U'U;I]

ht' much pl,'a-·d. Fnn-wr-ll amen

21 J uly Iii :\

had ~ I ark, ·t s . .-\11 fri.·nd!s \\1·11 1n:n'pt Elih u .u J ohn I't'tt in r:; ill is lrorn'
Criffin pur-ur-d him thrnull:h C"nn'"t"ticut ;1_ I k.lth did Tr'i-tam Shandv
throull:h Fra nce. lI\an~ ;nl'!ikeh, to be g-n'al _uffl'r('r_ h, him and amonfl~t

thr- re-st poor Ill!'. ~bkl' lll~ Compliments at:"n·,'ahlt· to your Familv .
I hop" 10 ....' •• """11(' or ;111 of you at Cornuu-nreue-nt, let Covcnu-, share
I,it h the n-st (If vnur fri..nds part of the T ime ~'ou -p-nd Ihis way.
Char le~H hu rri« nu- hLun.' him for bad wri ling- and a had lx-ttr-r
for I knr-w nOI ..[ hi, c"inr:; rill a few minutes ae:o In ha-n- am ~"UJ

vincere fr iend

"'Elihu Grr"IlI' ( 1 7 H; · 1 8 ~ 71 . a l'>O a parlm'r in Ih.. family hMin .
HProll<lbly CI,ark . W" t d, ,' 1<1,' \1 ..,n of Gun ·.nur Sam"d \ 'nrd. l. ill l<- i,

I.nown " bou l him "x' ,,-!,1 Ihal I... wa. bu rn in 174 7, "'rv"d d " ritllll hr Iot ,-,'o lulio" .
" " d w," li, intl: in 1777,

.'\O\l"Inbn 24. 1 9~)i _SlInda y 3: .Ulp.m.

CI<H-b in The R hode bland H i~ torit- a l -,,"Kiely
L t , Lt t ,\ "1.1,, J o , .' _. :\o~i'l3 n t Prof",.." , ll"IM, lm '1 "f Eud i,1t

T ""h ni,-al Il in-'o " r of Dramal i,.. . Ill o", n t '"iI "in

1J,'ar s ir

\\'h a" you r .uuuscuu-nt s. whats ~"Ul' emplovmr-ntv, w h a l' tIl<" " hj "C\
ill " i, 'w lI a ppirll'ss I warrant. T Ill' anxlou-, min d of ma n i_ " \ TI in hu, y
q ue_I of tho-«- OhjCCb that jll0Illi,,. much Fd it' ity in tln- Acquisit ion.
T he pro'JHTt howr'\Tr l'nfla~in/.: .u first ofn-n tcrminan-s in l"tlll'l y dis ·
;lpIH,int lll\'ll t. and snllw lillH's in him-r rq;:-n '!. \ \ .(' all with ' ';I/.:lTIW''
/.:ra,p at tlu- _uhsta nn' hut ton 111~1I1Y rmhr.u-r- tln- , had,,\,. l Io« ha p py
Ill" \1 !l ' N' ruo -t Elcvau-d '''''IHTt;il ioTls ;H ,' all'II ITCd in Fruitio n. Gr.ui­
lil' ,lIion upon [Barter]!" i_ like a lkl't ing- Vapour, h ut whe-n IlI'itJwllI'd hy
ti ll' Smih-, of Virt ue how vulrlinn-. " H'I~ eujovnu-nt i-, t-unohh-d h\
F.~h 'n ll . how ti ll' a pproba tion o f ou r Iri-ud- wallll_ oul [ ka rt . and
ins tead (If ind m'ing' Chagri n &. lnqu i..tude. assi~ts the l.:l'ntln "all, of
Xaru n - til a kind n' j-"""": and then. whr-n Kind l.l · ph ~ r, fan Il~ ,n',lk,·.
Ilw ( ;ran '~ dono- a new. I have h.· .·11 rt'<ld ing- Burk-rs .-\nallot:', ' It't ll\ "I'n )
:\"a lur,,1 and reva lcd I{ l'l i e-ion~ l . and find that it" not I'H'[r' l on.' th ,1I
draw c ;t lint' picture of ~ l n r;. 1 E' n 'lIl"nn ', that [fn '1,1 the- Ik nd il of
Vir tu«. hut Ill' who b-ud- hi, Mind to II\(" p[racti.-e ' of !WI <u-n-d ruk-s.
I h;l\T IWt fulfilld my promi ...· 10 I b [lIl1ah :] n-ll hr-r Pride and the
Wo rld , dread La ugh . haffle ' all Illy Il's[olulions.] I should 1M' glad In
'I ...• her . 10 eivl" ...~opt' to till' ",eH·i,.·nf Grarirud c. [ f r i l' nd~'h ip &. !ku,·\-·
oh-nc-r-. pe -rmit 111(' to mille-J.. my joy wi th till' n-[st] of hr-r fril'ut!, and
re-lation- for the partia l 1'('('t1\'.·r: of her U[l'a lt h.] I saw ~ Ir A rnold ~l'\­

tnd" y &. 111';,, <1 of the wr-lfan- (.f ~ Ir . lIa rrji' ]' Pt' rr: 'u -aild ;.IM'ut h Ill
\"Tk~ P;I-t. I heard of K it! a ft-\I Day[s ago] inhealth hu t ]wrp l"xt with

l.ECTUREs

O t\ohe r 24, 19."li. Thur-dav
Sa \ ' a c:t-~ and Settlers in O ld Rhod e lsland

J l .(l "" ~ Gu>P'''cs•.'\ ...... i31 .. Prof..o..,r

Oq}..lIlm.. ,,1 of Sociulo~', Brown l ' ni, 'n oit\

8: 1.-, p,m.

ll: :10 p.m .l" \\,,, rth and k ilns ~nr1u"'d in h,.,,,·I.,,,. a,,. now mi"i1\1': ill Ih,' uri~i...lll""'" l'
snipl. T h'") .1rr sUPl->li,-d fr01l1 ;0 lr;lIOw rip l whi t'h "1'1",a" 10 It.,,,,. I ~ " ' ll lIlad,.
bd",,· 11,,- n,, "ila linll too l. pI",,,,.

11'l'h r :It,,d,, ,~)" ,,/ Uri ;" ;",, .\"al ''' ,,/ "",f n....,,·//Ird I" Ih,' COl"" " "d (.'01U/j·

t"I;"" "/ .\" lI l u" h~' J "" 'l' h B'lll ,.. , hi' hul' of Dllrh.Jl" . E ll ~li , h di.ilOO· and
ph ilo.mph"" pu t>li\lwd in 17J/i.

~~ !'",ry {)r"f"nr , on~ of ;'I;a lh,u ",,-I'. h.'o lhn~, ",a, ,\ IMrl"... in Ih. · f,,,~,' ""d
",;0,1... of ' r;o d ing v..~~d., II .. wa, horn in 17"4. a nd ,nnd in Ih.. ,nmy durin !,: Ih..
Iotn 'olOlioll.

.1 ;11'11 :11\ 9. I !l ",ll . T h u" day
(f" II" ", illl': Ih,' ;\ nn llal ~ 1 ~t' IL n !l fu, n"'I"I,n' )

St" ;lI11 hoating nil :"an ;lI.;:- a ll' t'U It. \
A . L ' Vl" GSTn " "n,I.• "

Ch"i,m;1l1 of ti ll' Ko;o rd . Pro. i.k nr r Inolil " l inn fo' ~".intl:'
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33. S I D E BO A R D
.\1fl ho.~ {", )'

ProlMhh Rhod t· l sland r. 1iEG

Si<khoard,. of t hi-, t~ pc \\('/1' unkuO\\ II in the :-I~ le-pcriods prior to
.\dam and Hcpplcwhitc. Durin.!::" till" fin.' three-q ua rters of the
cightcem h f('ntllr~ lahk!' \\l'n' u!'('ll ill IIw dining rooms as ~('Tyin .1::

tables. T hf" Y\\fTC placed again:-t the wall: and in the better hon-e­
the lOp of the table \\a~ often of ma rble. and rlu- wooden frame was
shaped ami caned :-0:1 as In produce it \l'ry :-Iyli:-h pie-ce thai went
\\ ith the chairs of the peruxl . T wo :-Ut h tabln .m- listed in the in­
\ t'll lory of j on.uhau :'\ idlol:- :'\ " \\ Ill,n l i:IG ..~ marble "ide
hoa rd s (:!;;:!:' See pa,ge 100, . 1111 and (.'w/IJ 01 X l'lt"//{IrJ. Several
sideboa rds simila r in :-ty lc to the 0In' illust rated abow lx-ar the lab el of
:-'I anhcw E~('rt(ln of X cw Bn ms\\' i( k, X. J.. \\hu died iII 178 7. And
~I, ",y li",i.a lly. it is reason able to a ",~i g"1I I ,W) a" the approxi ma te date
of rhi-, sideboard. I t ori ~ i l1 ally lx-k 'Ilg"{'d to John Brown of Provide nce
( 17:lG.1 Hm ).

Gift of (; ran ' Hcrre..hulT Spen~

123
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:1 1. S 1[) E BOA R ])

J l fl h0.i!. rm y

:-\ew Engla nd c. 1ROO

A comparison uf this sideboa rd w ith Number :n show ~ one pr in­
cipa l dif ference ~ the shaping of the clipboard do.u-s and dra w r-rs
at eac h end. In the ea rlier style they are concave. In the later t he~

arc convex. We han ' gro wn into the habit of calling pines of this
per iod either Hopplew hite or Sheraton : and have in genrral nr­
ceptcd the notion that inlay and square tapered legs arc a sign of
Hcppk \\ hitc. and that lar-k of inlay and round Ic,gs mak e a pirr-r­
Sheraton. By these terms we mean the designs ta ken from the books
hy Heppl ev hitc an d Sheraton. .:\ refe rence to these .....ork s will sll1)\\
that legs and inlay arc not to be relied on in many instances. T lwse
design boob indicate that the convex and r-om-ave shaping flf the
rnd-, a rt' la-tt er cl ues.

Ex-rolk-ct inn H t-nrv .\. II ,dTlll;111
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35. TAl.l. C L OC K
J / llhugallY

;'\C\\ port L 1790· I BOO

.\ rumparisou of this clock case with one bearing the label of Holmes
\\·('<I \ cr. ;\0 . 33 Ull page GO of ..I r is lin d C raf ts of X f'l t' lml'l . shows
are:u similarity of design th rou ghout th e details of the case. Whik
the fr et-cuT in ,!.:" hal' a little different design . the feeling a nd cx rr-u­
tion is \T ry simi lar. The moldin gs of the hood , the qua rter-columns,
beginni ng: at the to p and goi ng part way down. a rc differen t only in
the fact that in this instance the flutes ha ve brass stops. The r-enter
finia l j" more a ttractive, being in the form of a Phoe nix. T he feet
arc t ~ pica! uf Newport . as is the fine qualit y of the mahogan y. The
dial in thi s instan ce ha s the added feature that the moon and :<Iar.'
go through thei r va rious phases through th e medium of a ~er(J llllil r)

I11m-a hie d ia l in ha rk of the fa ce dial.

Ex-collecti on C . Prescott K night

1?7
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'Hi. TALI. C LOC K
J/ llhO,l.!, lw y

Pro ba bl y Newpo rt L l BOO-111 10

Com pa ring thi s doc k with tha t shown on the previous page, ;'\0 . 3.'"1.
illustrate!' d ea rly the .~ty le ch anges w hich too k pla ce during: t hr- Ie....
years after th e pre vious duc k was made : for exa mple. lilt' em ph asis
of the notched veneer th rougho ut th e clock. \\"c fi nd here rross
ba nd ing- em phasized around the dial, around the dou r and arou nd
th e ba se. \ r c a lso find that the b racket feet arc now designed a fter
the fashion of the so-called Frenc h fre t, with a scallo ping of the
skirt around the bott om of the base of the cloc k. The inlay has dis­
appeared, ha ving given wa y to cross- handi ng ven eer. A lat er day
is a lso set'li ill the tw isted rope t urn in gs of t he colum ns of the hood .
E HIl the pa inted design on th e dial has a later feeling.

Ex-collection C, Pre 'st"ut! Kni ght
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-

:\I i" Clara J.Alm~
:o\onh sc;u."t... R. I.

\1 r-. Xat alie Hazard And rews
w.." ...I>- , R. I.

Mrs. .lam.',;, H . Baiky
S'K,a ltH'n10, ( :"lifOinia

\ Irs. l .lovd H . Blacker
n';~ton , O hio

r ;HlIA. Bluck more. \1.1> .
Esmo nd , R. I.

\Iiss Ru th B. Bod l'll
\Ir. '>;lUI .-\. C lancv

:"0. ",000 . R. I.

\fr. J oh n Ya le' Cr oun-r
\lrs. Ed wa rd S. E Sh '

P"wtuck..t , R . j ,

lI e'm y B. Fletcher. M.I I.
\I i" Lydia \ 1. Fb-nlu-r
AIIMT! I. G amke \ 1.1),

P"",lucke', R. I

\l r<. J. \terri ll ( ;ih"" n. Jr.
M r. Va nn ' C . {; lasn wr

Bradfor d , P..nn.. lvania

h am-is \1. Har -ki-n , D.I>.S.

\I r. H un tington 1I;\1I0I\f"1I
\ 1" . E. Smith J ackson

Leland worcester JUI WS, \ 1.0 .
W" ,r Rarr in 'll"", R. I.
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