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IT WAS O ctober. IFIl5, As till: little Fanny sailed through the
na rrows into Xcw Yor k harbo r, a slig-hl but wiry Fre nc hm an stood
at her pmw strain ing h is eyes to ca tch l'\Try detail of the g-iant harbor
pa norama, Eag er , inquisitive. enthusi astic, j acq ues Ct:ra rd .\ Iilbn l
was interested ill {'\"("rylhing"ami in e'eryone. An artist . it was he who
saved the tom bs in the Church of Saint Den is during: the Revolution .
Later he became professor of drawi ng in the Ecol e drs ,\l in es, After
uavclinz throu g-h the P~ renee;. to make geologica l studies and sketc h
picture-que sites for the Fre nch government he served on a commis
sion to determine the na \i ga bility of the Rh one Rive r and in 1800
took P<lrt in <In exped ition to :\Iallritills under rummand of Captain
Nicolas Haudin.

j,ow he was ag-ain lO he an exp lorer. but for the Paris vluseum.
For eiuht years this rin-k-s.... na turalist collected specimens of cvcrv
kind - ma mmals, birds, rept iles. fishes, rocks, seeds of trees and
plants which Ill' thought miuht he propagated in France. and sent
them all ha rk to Paris. Then ' were fifty-ei,ght shipments includin g
nearl y H,OOO specimens. Some of the live animals were intended for
thl' .IaTdi71 ti ll Hoi, and \ lilhert ga\"!' de taile d instruc-tions in his lett ers
to the administrators of the \ Iuselllll ab out how they should he
treated.

T he bc.unv of the Hudson River Valh-v Iavinau-d Milhcrt th e
ar tist. H is drawings of O\Tr fifty landsca pes an' preserved ill a port
folio \\ hic'h was published joint ly with his jour nal of impressions,
l tin/r airc Jiill oTfSfI" f' ri ll /11'11 1'" lI udJO n I'! tin JIIlTti rs lat erales de
r .lmh l'1ur till S UTd.
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Traveling 0 11 Ioot, by ~1 '1g-('(·oach . or in one of the handsome new
stea mboa ts, which \\C.'fC capable of doing- between six and seven miles
an hour. Milbcn ~ot a clear picture of life in the carl y nineteenth
century . It wa !> a n era of rapid westward expansion . towns WC'f!'

rising: along river banks: the Eric Can al was finally finished. and the
United States was daring to rival En gland as a producer of mnnufar
tured .l{ocxJ.s. ~Iilbert th ought th i... sho ....ed more parrkuism than
judgment. ahhough he ad mitted th at the low" of Lynn . ~1 a.''i.3 f hu

!'o("US. excelled in th e prod uction of shoes c-c they even made nailed
rather than st itc hed nnes - and he also recognized the supc rio ri tv
of Am erica n rouon.

As he jourueved throu gh Xew Engla nd. up to Canada . a nd sout h
into Virginia. xfilben bewailed th e destruction of th e Iorests. H is
plea for co nservation is so poignant that it seems 10 have been \Hiu ('11
only vesrerdav . fi e visited Boston, Plymouth. and then crossed Bristol
Coumv on he wa y to the b.le of Rh od es.

~t i lbert sa ys : " I entered the state of Rhode bland through Paw 
tu cket . an im porta nt village, which is a cen ter of ac t ivitv. On the
ba nks of the Pawturket River sta nd forges, Iounderies. fan o rit':
rnanufacnning household ut ensils. couou-spinninc mills. fullinu mills,
m ill... produring flour. fish. oil. walnut a nd puppy oil.' nuts a nd hoh:-,
nail-cutting m ac hin es. and m an y other fa ctories pr oviding work for
the :.?o.noo inhahit ants (If the \' i!lage and to wll:-hip. Xe.xt 1 \i:-itt'll
tht' prett y P;mtw'k(,t fall s. "hen' . from t h" hridgr O\er tilt' W;IItT.
I I'ould M'e tht' lIppt' r n lu r:<t' o f t ht' rinT a nd th r ro w<; of hOlI'l':- ;lloll/.:
its hanks, Aft t"f t ro!>..., ing H·\ tTa l d ;1Il1:-t he ri\ 'l'r ad \'ann's with appM
('Ilt ca lm unt il it sudd,'nly It'a p:- :- i x t ~ fen in a magn ifin·nt t'a:-""d ,',
From this .",;1Illt' point .l( \ a ntag (' I could ~"'c thc water bo iling aftt 'r iI.'
drop hl,tw('t'n ma :-., in · !>t"fpt'ndi("ubr rofb Ihat are n'markable for
their imposin l:: (']n':ll ioll , Tn'l":< ,gro wing out of thl'."1· nalU ra] W<l[[ :

a rr hl'd O\I'r tht , p rTri pict'. maki n L:' it \Tr~ da r k. I ha:-telH'd to dt'S(Tnd
a lo ng- a path Oil th (' It'lt hank and :-Iood a t the foot of the fa ll" w hn"

l it i, knowo lhat tl".l1· wa. 'Ill "il fa nor)' at I>awtu,'k..t d"r iuJo( til<" pniod of
\fillwrl " "i,il, autl lil"",'tI " i1 h"tI 111" '0 mallufadu«,d io th,' "ill"I(" <inn' tl...
,'ulu"ial Wriud. Eilh... throlll(h a I''' 'k of \Ind"rstantlinl( of Enl(l i,h or ili:[Ior;llw,'
no till" part "f hi. ioftlrlllaOr, \l ilt".n 111;,d,' (n"I''' 'nl mi'lak..., aod it i, di!f;"nh
10 d"tnmio.. w, l".thn rill" infurlll" tion I(i,·,·n in this 1'''''';>1('' i, cOrn'n, Till' word
o,ill,I, whkh Millln t u,,,,I, otdinnih n,,',m. ,'"rn" l;oo h"l ha. sullwtilll,", I,.. ...,
"ppli" d ttl th,· popp\', I'rohal'l>' th"l i< it, rr...,miol( hn",

I co uld see th e whulc p ict u re. ~l y r-ar was dea f("fwd h~ the roa r of
lilt" ca tara ct , and 111\ I'\e~ Wt'f(' le-dazzh-d In the \\hirling waters
spurting ~Jl(J\\~ foam. " ~:t \\ \\an's forrt' Ih(,i, \\'a~ between rorb
thcv had rounded Of break on ot lWI'l< \\ hlN' sharp poin ts revr-alcd
th eir primitive character. The pf(':-"lII t' o f thr- Ialb- on th e a ir was so
~trong- th at t he ("I iag-t' was kept in constan t motion. .-\ brilliant rain
bow touchi nc first unr- ba nk then the m her was the fina l poetic no te
in t his rnaamficem picture. in which the rustic mills bo rd er ing th e
fal l, and the hold hridge ~lIrmtJu li ti ng- it were not unwort hy acces
so rres, Pla te XLIII ).

" From m~ c hose n spot I could !'otT t hat t hc broad rock beds arc
hollow ed out of lro /.:~ rcvcaliuc how th e river has dropped durina
th e course of the centuries, COIl:-titnl hum idit y in th is go r,l;::e provides
excellent grow in~ co nditions for th e arboreal danL<;, pl anetrees, and
rreepe .... rooted in th e rtX'k.s, where thq form stor-ied a rc hes of d ense
verd ure Irum t he ba-e to th e sum m it.

"The la nd -cape is not a lwavs "0 :<t'\t're as at the fa lls. Industri ous
ha nds han' felled trees on th e hcighr -, to m ak e :-pac(" for dwelli ngs .
cult ivated fields or ~('en meadow s, \\'ood t'n fenft'!' :<t·t at th e edge of
th e roc k wa ll pr ('S(' rH ca ttle Irom a horrjhlc fall . an d here th e sper-ta
tor can con tem plaw the coun rrvs ide, t he river bed. and the two
wooden bridues linking th e ha nks,

"T he Pawtuck et Riv er forms the horder Ix·t\\ t'en ~[as..<;achllS(' tt s

a nd Rhod e hland only (rom tht' \'i llag-t' of l'a wllKkel to lhe po int
wht'n' th e ,iwr joins the :<t'a in !' rm ·idt'!ln ' Bay. " h er Cfo&,in,g t hi~

ri\Tr . 0 111' ~c~ a gently sloping roa d k adi n,l'; In Iht, pretl ~ to wn ca lled
Scot . ~ fWIll whic h it is ju:-t a ~hort d i"lann' ;lfW:-" th l' gra nitic h ill~

10 ,,"orth I' ro\,idenfe ,
,, ' mu~t not forget to llwnt ilill th(' drt 'ad ful hu rr it"t!l('. ('sp('c ially a~

t he y ar t' of frequellt orn lT rt'lHT ill thi~ rn?;ion. I found a la rge crowd
of fa Tl Tl n :-and m ,lllufai'lul"t'n; a :-.~t·lllhlt ·d at a t<\\Trn, The y wn(' pa~

:<t'n gn~ of In(' ~I'\\ York ~ t l'a lll ht>at, hut llO ~h i p~ W('n' heill/.: pIT

mill cd \(l I('an' th e harhor hera u:-t' ;1 [t'mjle"t \\a~ Ih r('a telling-. The
temp('ratlllT had hl't 'n ~ I tlw l y ri~ill g- sinn' O llt' ill tilt' aftl'fI]oon. while
nature had IOH that ra lm \\hi rh IlI'tokt'll~ filH' WTilllll'r, Ew ry li\'ill g
(feature :-t't'llwd anx ioll,' ami tht, r a tt lt' in thl' fit'lds had stopped

~.\ lJhuuj,(h Ri"hard S,'ot was 0'''' of lh.. 'u il( ;" ,,1,"'tlln, uf Rhod,' (,I"nd, \ f r.
Ci.lrh on .\ , Collin<, :lrd, LibrMian of Tht, Rhod" l<l"nd lI i'lorira! So<:i'·ly. sa\"
thai th...«, wa, nnT I " ,'illal(" h.. th"t oa"", io th,' , 1,'1" .
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grazing to gather in a dense hcrd ; with head s low and eves glazed .
the y vented their secret te rror in long bellows. About five ;)'cl;Kk the
sky became (O\TfCd with dense clouds which change d from blackish
or brown to a dark dregs of wine hue as th ey approa ched . Although
lighlnin,g flashes succeeded one another without inter ru ptio n. the
subsequent d ull roar was still far in the distance. Without a breath
of ai r 10 fan the lightest leaf in th e tr ees, the heat was suffocat ing.
Finally the pa le. dra b light vanished, the world darkened . and thi s
final po rtent of the inevitabi lity of a tempe."! red oubled the hor ror.
The hu rri cane began with a dull. lugubrious roar ; mm"ill g swiftly
toward us, it d rove awa y the burning air, wh ich was replaced by
suc h biting w id that we had to close all the doors a nd windows. The
inner basi n. into which the sea forced its way, now resembled a lar ge
lake ruffled b y an impetuous wind. Du ring the constant crashing of
th e thu nder, the window panes ra ttled as if they were com ing out of
their frames. and the bo use seemed to cr umble under the redoubled
efforts of the southwest wind . Th is fr ightening sta te of affairs lasted
for almost two hours. after which the fury of the h ur ricane aba ted.
About eight in the evening the d ouds broke and I could see parts of
the heavens unt il t hey \HTC veiled by still high er cloud.", The rain
stopped. gradua lly th e wind subsided, and all siW1s poi nted to the
end of th is fearful tempest.

"T he next da y I hast ened to observe the ravages wrou ght by th e
hurricane. Isola ted clouds. driven by contrary currents. scudded
across the pall' blue sky in different directions. The air was hum id
and warm. and from the eart h rose \'apor wit h a hor rib le stench. Hut
th e wont damage was on the gruund. where the mudd y soil was
covered with debris. fields were devastated . harvests rui ned . vege
tables a nd flowers ca rried away. So il from th e hills had lx'cu torn
10 0 M ' and deposited in the plain s, where it formed real hillocks in
some pla ces, Up root ed tr ees lay piled one on top of anothe r or, twis ted
by lightninc. resembled big cables ; the foliage of th ose st ill stam Jing.
wh ile mostly deep green, ha d an orange-red tint al nng th e ed gl' ~'

H ere and there dead ani ma ls littered the fields, wh ile '<n us were
strewn with pieo-s of roofs, shutt ers an d fen ce!'. .

" II is not known wh at causes these terri ble templ'sts that st rike the
starr- at Freq uent inte rvals. hut all th e inh abit an ts still rem ember the
0 11(' of Septembe r 23, 181 S, and the citv of Providcncr- has not vet. .

repai red the damage it wrought. O n thi s fearful day thousands of
1-:01lS('S (rumhied, \"(';;S1,ls splintered in the harbor. and others wert'
scuttled in the ~IOO-ton basin.

" T he (it~ of \ r est Providen ce. or sim ply Providence. capital of
Rhode Islan d , was Illy destination. Kort h Providence, where I was
caught by the hurr icane. is only a kind of annex about two mi les
dista nt, hut, as it provides a panoramic view of the cit y, it was here
I made m~ drawing ( Pla te XLIV ) , which shows the rear ur northern
po rt ion of the city, with its clusters of houses dominated by masts of
n'swl;; a t anchor in the ha rbor. T o the left or th e spectator the colleg e
[Brown University] , a huge br ick building. rises 0 11 a granitic eleva
t ion, around whic h are churches and pr ivate homes. and fisher men's
sha nt in dot the beach.

"Before d i;;c ll;..sing the city of Provid ence. J thin k it would he useful
to give a few details about the state of Rhode Isla nd. The na me c-ernes
from a large island the Europ ea ns called R hod e Island ( Isle of
R hode,. I in Xarraganscu Ba v. T he Engl ish dissidents settled this
island in I t-;: IS, after pllrrh:l,.in,C; it. people sav. by gi\-illg' an Ind ian
chid a pa ir of sprctnrlcs. Th is state. the smallest in the Union , cover!'
barel y 1,-100~Il a re m ill'Sor ~lfiO,nnn arn-s. The r-nuntrv is hi lly, except
in the sou thern part of .0.·arraganseu Hay . Even lu-n-, how r-vr-r, there
are occasional isolau-d maSSI'S, with va rying elevations. the on tstand
ing one bein).:' ,\lOUli t Hope in the renter uf Bristo l Co unty. T his spot
was famous for the valian t resista nce or Sachem Phillips [King
Phi lip ], who sought refuge there from the Engli!'h with the tr ibe of
Pcquod-, [Peq uots]. Alt hough the Na rraganscus. who were deadly
enemies of the Peq uots, were allied with the English, he SIHTlT(kd in
escapinjr \\ ith the remainder of his tribe wh ich had no t been ex
termin at ed."

" Two ot her remarkable mounts, Hopkins ami \\'uonso<:ket , ri-c on
a pla tea u i ll the nort hern tip of the state, T he hilly na ture of th e
count rv makes it fa irly rich in minera ls, part icularl y iro n, which
occurs in <evcral places and i.~ m ined at Crou sron [C ranston]. Copper
is found in the C umber lan d distri ct, magnn ic iron and coal in Ports
mouth, anth racite on thr- Island of Rhodes. and hoth a medium gra de
sulpha te and m arble in Xrwport. Although th e soil in th e no rth ern

Jil j, ,",'id ' III Ih~1 ~I i l h (" l'\ had hop"j" .dy mnf"",'d th .. P'"'-l "ot W" r Mal K;ng
Philip', W" r.
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part of ttl(' stan- dOl's no! !'I'l'm wry fert ile. there a re good pa!olurn.
Farmers have tuk..-u udva ntajn- (If rhis to breed fine shee p. achi n 'inc:
nota ble results h~ n o:-..,in K ordinary srrains with merinos of Sax(ln~

a nd Spain. Rhode- Island h ON 'S ar e also prized for the-ir SITCIH:t h an d
vigor. Forests a rc lIot );lrC:l' in -uch a small state; they a re rcstr ir tcd to
the w csu-m part a nd to the a rea near the end of the hay n n t he
~las..""1.('hll !'('tts line. O ak s. ma ples. beec hes. wa ln ut s. a nd mim ~ white
wood species constitute the principa l varieties,

"Several large rivers, the majority navigable for com mercia l \(·~"'l" L,.
and numero us streams add to the pro-peri tv. The Sea kon k [Seek o n k".
the Pawt ucket , an d the Paw catuck, which forms partliof th e bound
a~ line be-tween Rhode b land and Co nnecticut . are the laree-t.

" A th ird of the Rhod e leland coast is. cut by a vast openinu. named
Xarragan-ctt Hay after the Indians who used to dwell on its shores.
This hay . the bn::ot in the Union [sic!] measures 18 to ?O milo
from the li.l.":ht on Point J ud ith to Secon ner [Sa konnet] Point un the
other side, and il is .G tn 40 miles deep. Th is immense opening is f ilb-d
with three islan ds SoIl la r~(" that rar-h one form s its own county:
Rhodes. Prudence, a nd Co na nicut ."

"At the northern ext rcmit y of Ihi... hay. and at the end of tilt" ItJ n~

na rro ws \\here the I',mtuckt't t'mpt ic-s, is th t:'" city of Prm ,id t:'" fI('e ,
ca pita l of the sta tc. It W , IS founded in 1637 by Ro~ers William
[Roger W illiam s]. a mini:-tt'r in Salem who was ha ni.o;hed In his k llfl\\
rdu gc("S 01.\ ungod ly. lie ho ught ~me land from th c Ind ia ns at
~l oshasMlck \I oshas,\lIfk ). na ming it Prrw idt' llte as a tokt'n of his
.I::rati tmh· for tIll' rt"/{ion wh ich gaH" him shelte r. Then' \HTe l11an ~

ohstad t·s. for tilt" Indiam almost d ('"stroycd Ihe new cololl~ ill HitS,
I lurri<·,ult·s stflKk. ,11" [t'a N-'Illl" as th()~ in the eq uatoria l hdts, hu t
the pt'rSol'\Tr,U\( ' of tilt' ('olunists ultimately O\Tfcamc all tht's!: d,m ·
g"t'fs. and. whell the l lld iam wert" d rin'n Ollt of th e lerri tor~ . the (it~

(If I'ro\'idclJ((' tlt'gan 10 gro w rapidl y,
..As il is not part IlfIHlr plan IIIIrace the dt'Hlopmrnt of l'fl Wu.knlc,

wc shall11H'IT1 ~ th-!'r riht, its pn'.\(·nt sla te. Thc populat ion. indud ing
th aI of 1111' SUITfJ llIlllin.L:: lownship. numbers 12.000 in hahi ta nts. ' ['ht'
!'t n Tts an' nSllally hand,\" ll1l' anti w('[l huil t, alt holl,l::h the ,'o I11 I1 H' ITial
ar ea IH,'ilr tht, hilrb" r h;\s Iht' sa l11t' lln pkas,1nt cha ratt t'ristin a" till'

'11" rr a~ain M iltwr t wa. mi,infnrrllnl Conanicllt ha, ntT,'r hcrn a (01l()1~ and
Pru,k"c<' h lM,d ha' ' '' '\ ,,- ' I"" n 'l Inwn. hUI is a pMI uf l'o rtm lOlllh,

rcrn-sponding section of He-ton. "l'Iu- mo-t iru port.m t pa n is the
ha rbor. whic h i..arrantx-d nun h like those in ~I a r ..cillcs, Tuulon. and
l .r- Havre. II is surrounded b~ broad w harves. alolll:: which stretch
num erous wa rehouses filh-d "il h all rlu- merchandise.'. who-e COIll
me-rcr- and ex port hrinl:: \\{·ahh III thl' dt~. It nmsi:-ts ('hiefly of salted
coods. spices. hats, p"pers of e\t'f~ hue. slwt'ts. cotton fabrics, canvav
for !'ail.... hardware...pirit-. !\IMP, and tallo'" .\Imosl all these articles
arc prod uced by factories in the state:, whoSol' politica l inferiority is
compensated b~ the industrious ani\'it~ uf it-, inhabitants.

" The number of civi l e-tablohmcms in Providence is in line with its
commercial importance. The ('il~ has ('khl churches IJt-i0nging to
different congrccation-. such al' the ,\ nahaplisb . Episcopalians.
Q uakers. and even the Jewso:, There are abo a courthouse, jails.
hanks, and marine-insurance uJlnp.l1Ii,"S..\ hhnugh the Cni\'cf"oity of
Providen ce Brown is k~\ famrue- than Cambridee. it should 11(J[ he
foruouen. r~.und('d In :\irhola.. Brown in 1iii .... :' in the city of
" ·,u rell. it "as rran-portcd to Providerue in IiiO. .It consists of a
huce bricL: huildinz SoI'1 on an clrvation commandinc a m.u..-nificent
vir-w. Y(llInc: people of the arr-a follow it... (,OIlN~ .ee.iduou-lv. and
rhcrr- i..a librarv r-ontnining .~I IIOO vulurru-s,

"Second ro Providcn rr- as tfu- mo-r important cil~ in the 1'Iate is
:\"1'\\port. \\ ith i~lq7 inhahilant\..'\t·ilf Ihl' SoIlluht'f11 tip uf tht' h land
(If Rh od c\. it is ,llmllst t'qu,ll to Ih,' 1';lpit ..1 in its Cnmllll'rCt', popu la
t ion. and nu mlll'r of pllblit· huildinl.,"!o- . .-\ruonl.':: the' citi("S or to\\l1.'- on
th e shores (,f \'asl X,lrragansl·1t Ba ~ \ \t. should Ilwntion the city (If
Brislul. "ituatnl on the la fX~ uf a p('ninsula , whic h, on the nort hcrn
side. is (omlt'(led 10 \ las.....1.dmsc·t!!'. It is ;dSol l an importa nt commer·
cial <ellle f. \, hich 1'(·lHb a la r~,' I1tTt 10 lilt' \\"t·sl Indi es a nd Europe.
O n the ""mc peninsula is \"ant'n , a ralher large rnmmnr ial port.
.'\cros.'- fr" lll this on anolil n pl'l linsula i ~ \ \' an \'i('k. Ilota bk for its
wnoh-n p rod ucts, Fi ll all ~ , 011 tht' sallU' ('oa~t. al Ihl' end of a broad
channel. i~ \\' itfllfd l \\' idfnrd l. nea r \\h irh \\'aly \dll l ,Ol\tkllllled

:'So f,u '" is kllown tI",n' w,'lr ll<' J "w, ill I' n>\' id l'l lr<' ~I Ih, ' Ii"", . and 11l1' linl
" "'''(Ul(lll' wa< no r found"tl nnlil IR;I'! I'o" ihl)' ~lill".)\ was thinkillio(of tl ", Tonrn
S\"a~ol(n,' in ;';,'wllO r\ ,

".\ltl""'Rh Ih,' fonr IIrown hro th..,., 1'1,,1"''' ,l(l il1l1"nl,l1lt pall in til<" founding
of Rhod, ' I ' la nd C"I1",('" it W,l' nut ""II"d IlIUWn LT"i'·,'r';t' u"lil 1804, wll<"u
:\ i<'lIOI,,, Brown, J r., dUllal("d $,;000 to ti l<' i".tilllli"",



" I·h..o"hih.. Whal q -. a Illa n of 1I1! ..ln~. ('"am.. to Rhod.· Island f,om " ilc , nia
a,ound 1tiRO an d ,,",c l..d a humhl.. d"" .. lIing on Ih(' Wilkl farm al Ih.. h.-"d 01
P.·tt a4 ua m....ul R i""r in ;';o llh Kinll. lo",n. Lonl uad il ion id"nlifi,-d him ,..
f.d", 'ar d Whalk y Ih.. n-gic id... 110 ......"'·1. F.71a Sli l... in his H is((H,' of T h, ,, o{ Ih,
JM d~,. of Clt" ./,. ! ... ( Han ford, 17!1") IlIO\'<"d th is trad il i" n i"corn-.' I. II "-"m,
"rQ.I>~IM,- Ih al ..... h a~ '· ~ ~as a kin~n"" 1 of Ih.. ~" giridr and.ha~.al ,:" ,fl"d F.n$!a lld for
1'<.I,tu ·,,1 ''''''0''., :\ rw mfo rmat'on t'Cm""ln,n!,: h.. " ,1\' ' " \'- "'~1Il1 a ""' " rr;- fo und
in " "I"I"' o" hi l", \\'haII'Yof Vir ~i n ia "nd !thod,' Island" b ~ G. And,,·.... l ~1 "ri ,"I \' .
I'u l>li ,h"d in Th, ~ '- i rg i n io .H ,,-~ ,,~ i ru of 11i.1", ;· ,," d Rios:,,,ph )'. \'. hfi. 110. I,
j,,,,,,,"'),, I'Lill.

CharlCl' I (0 death. one of Charles I's archenemies, hid for ;1 IO Il J::

time."
" It has OCCIl said that . in its clima te. ero?,.•and ~{, IH' r ;\ 1 a..p -et .

Rhode Island i.. more like Orc.u Britain than any ot her p.u! of the
Union. The atmosphere i.. u- ua llv n·~ damp and th e winter (' X 

trcmelv rigorous, e-peciallv \\ hen t he wind s blow (rom Iht· no rth a nd
nort hra-r. April is apt 10 he w id a nd rainv , 'l ay ICmpn<lIC and ~()lId

(or \'t' !.:I't atioll . J une. July an d Augu!'>1 are excessively hot . "hilt- the
temperature 11' glacial from (Jctolx-r to March."

!.t'i\\'iT1 l!: Rhode Island . \ I iltwrt n-tumcd In New YOlk. and in
IB23 went bar k to Fr ance. Funds from the ~ lllSCllm \ \I' n ' not arriv
ill .~ at regular inte rvals, he had ln-cn forced to .gi\'c pai lltil\ ,~ lc.......,om
in order to defra y expt'mt's, and lit, Ielt that conditions would prob
ahly worsen if he prolonged his May ill America .

TI lt' \'oyag:t' on th e Faris was fa irly ca lm unti l t he -hip n-achrd
the :\ormandy coast. whr-n a terrific wind ro-c and the \T."..d was
wrt'("KI'U 0 11 the Ca lvados rocks. ~ Iore misfortunes followed . for
~Iilhnt suff e red a 1011.1;: illlllo:;..... and then the ad mi n istrators of the
Paris ~ Iu;.(~um fa iled 10 keep the promises the y had made whilr- he
wn... ill .\merif"a . .-\!t hou gh he never rece-iv ed the financia l recoeni tion
to which he was ent itled, ~ Iilhert w as honored with the Cro;.... o f the

Leuiou Ilf Hon or. presented tn him hy His ~ Iaje;.ty Louis Philippe in
IRJO. Upo n his dea th. a decade later. the J l on;tt'ur Lin ire rsel paid
tribute 10 his modesr v and com ple te devotion 10 the cause of science.
T oda y \\(' a re aware thai hc made a nmahlt' cOlll ribulion to our
knu\\led c:c of Ihe ~ia l hi;.tory of the L"nitt'"d Stal('....

"<,,- The 15[r 01 Hhodesr A Fren ch I'i,l!.n rltr July L \RLY ~ICsJC 1:'\ RHOnE rsr.vxn CHC RCII ES

III. :\llI~i (- in Kinl!: \ C hurch St . John '!') , Providence.

1712· 18S{)+

b~ j Ol T t_ ELLI''' :\I ' '' ''LE.

l....nU'N in :\1u~i('. Brown t ' ni.-ruil'

THf "ROR I")I of reconsrru cnng the histor v of music in Kine' s
Church. Providence (no\\ St. John's Cat hedral ) i" somewha t p<'"r
plcxina. The church historv itself , daring from 1 7'2~, is \\t'il docu
rnented in terms of seron darv sources, 1110!ot of which incl ude inci
dental referenc es I tl lllll...ic. However, the -urviving original record s
of the carlv churc h which date onl v from 1771, ' in the for m of a f('\\
water-"tai;wd ( in "o nw c<1"1' ",. almost illegible ) kd.~e rs and boob of
pl'W rental", fu rn ish little 10 r-orrr- late with events mentioned in the
hisrorir-al acco unt s. :\ la rKt' number of impo rtant docu ments, ob
vious lv available tn earlier historian... of Kin.l,-(s Church, have un 
<I<Tollntahly ber-n 10Sl, II'a\·in.L:" the aurhentuitv of man y su pposed
" fads" foreve rmore to the sanct ion of the prin ted pa J!:(' . ;'\c\Trtht'it·s.".
a ,g' rt·;J.t am ount f,f additio nal information remains in the extant
records \\ hich . \\ hen evaluated with studies of ot her Rhod e Isla nd
chun-he-. will r rmtributc to a more complete pict ure of t'ilrly mu... ic
in th is state.

Lirurzical mu-ic in the earlie-r yf'af." of Kin~· ;. Church . if simi lar
to customs in other Anclican r-hurr-hr-s of th e time". consis ted cruirelv
of !oinc:in.c: met r ical \Tr.-ioll" of th(' P!<alms for the M'n'iers of .\ Iomin~

a nd Ewn in ~ PrayTr, wilh Holy Communion ad mini!otrrf'd only thr('('
or four . ime;. d ll r in~ t hl' chu ff h yea r. Since thrrc wa" no or~a n 10

aH ompany thc ;.i n ,,>in,g' until a much lat er d<ltl' ( 17i l ) .:: the \'c['«'s
of the P",tlm \\l're no douhl " lin('d out" h y" a clnk from his d{"!ok

· 1 h(' firSI Iwo alii, kt in t h ~ !.<'"ri.-s a ppt"arrd in Ill.. j ,lO..ar~· and .\pril, 1</38,
ios..... of [(hod, ! . /"n d Ifu',",',

IT ll<'" official record. , hould h"!{in in 175.. . aeeord inll 10 W il ~ i n . l'pd i ~ ..·•
If ist"' )' of Ih" f :pi.eopfl / (;h~r(h in S fl ..""a nl(rt. Hh " d, 1' /lInd . ~ d_ R..,·. D , L.
(; oodwin (8m lun 111(17 ), \'vl, II , p. 179, c il ing Ih.. 1i"1 Il"~" of Ih,' P" rish Ih gisl...
d .,t..d ~breh " , 17~H, " I ha l .,ll lr an.anio,,~ of ,h,' e"' ''rn' II''';'''' ;lnd of Ih~ ch ur ch 
w",d,' '' ' ,'I; " "M" " I... hOIl1 hl"lH"dor...." .-d wrin,-n f.lir Ull " h.,o ~:· T h i. {pto ta lion
was 'a ~"n f rom th ,- n T'HeJ., hI W illi"", T , D" .." ",·,·, EMI,

~ Ki n<:·, Ch"l'd in 1I",t Ol' '(("l,,;,,-d I h ~ f" ", ,, ,,. Th"'II." Hraul. - " 1'1(;o n in 17 1:1.
I h ~ fir" in an .-\ndie"n e h",d, in th ,' eoloni ... , .\[(olhrr wa. '">lalk d in Tr;n i"
C hurch_ ;';..w port . ill 17:0.
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dircctly hdllW the pulpit . ((I hi' !"u n ,~ rcsponsivelv by the congrega t ion.
This pract ice differed in nil wa y from psalmodv in "di~~"ntill .I:: '·

churches in lilt' n Jlonil'1'.
T he first documentation for t he u"(' of psa lmod v in KiIH( !" CIIlIf(·h

i1' found ill tlu- published lencrs of Ihe church's fourt h rector, the
Rev. John Cho-klcv. to the Sociel y for the Propaga tion of tho:CIJ~pd

in Foreign 1"lrI~ (S.I' .G .) , -ponsorinc organiza tion fnr .\ 11I.: lil";lI1
missionaries 10 the Xorthcm colonies ." H is letter of .-\pril :!, 17-1 7, ttl
Dr, Bea rcrou . M'U('lary of til l" Suci("ty. requests that " I mi t,:hl be
Ievoun-d with MJ!lW Common Pra YtT Books with Brady' ~'\: Tal(" ~

Psa lms, ~'\: m y l.urtl of London & Dr. Ashr-ron upon the xa cmmenr .
& some SiIH'r·co\t'!n! Primers for the Children ," I It i~ po...~ihle rhat
the Tall' & Brady Psalter ( l l i~ll i) was an inno va uon at Ih is time,
rathe-r than ac ruallv in u"-t" in Rhode Island hv 174 7, with tilt' "Old
\ 'ersion" of xu-m h. 'lld ~'\: H opkins 156:! as th r- first Psalter a t Kin g's
Church,

.\I r. Chnkky may 11<1\(" had some influence 0 11 music in hi!" r hur ch.
al thou eh it ca nnot 1M' Ilrn,nl. Before (uming to Providence in 1i3~ 1

he \\.a.<' 1I1lt' o f a "c on-ri c of humorists" in B o-ron wi th J ohn Read,
j oseph Oro-n . ~lalht' r B~lt'~ , and Thomas Walter :" Of Ih i<. a roup.
Rev. ~ I allw[ B~ l t~ , min i..u-r of the II CJll i ~ Strret Church . i.. n-mem
bered as aUlhor of tht' hymn . l meriCfl. Re,-. Th()ma .~ \ " a ltn , with
Re\', j ohn Tuft.<. , \\ a .. H'..pon1'ihk for (ht' reformation of t'hUrt,h mmic
in .\ nU'rira throu~h lilt' H'-i ntrndurtiOll of 1'ingin,g ~huoL<. and turu'.
boob.

Tht' neXI knm\ n rt'fnt'nn'to mll !"ic come:; from T he l .i l t'r /lTl' /Ji ll , \,
of I-:::. m Sliles , . , an ti .s.:iw,. in for mat ion aLo ut the early : orga;,
at the F in;t CongH'g a!iona l Churr h in Providencc,lI Tht' pH'M'nee of
this imtr unw nt , l Ilt' fint dnm 'h organ in (Own, prom ptt' d IlH'm btTs
of K in.g'!' C hurdl til ohtain III\(' for their own 11."1", Th roUl.:h a loan
from ~ Ir, Lt"wis IkB1n i ~ , a pipt' o rga n wa1' purcha.<.t'd " fw m t ht'
Conccrt lI all ill Bo..to n fro m heing ('m ployl'd in prolllot ing F&.t i\·ity.
~1 t'lT illl t'lIl . Efft"min'Hy. Luxury. and ~Iid tli g-ht Rt'\"('l1 i llg~ 10 he

:IT h" ,-\ n ~ l if " n Churdl in IIll' Snuth. in rontra,t , was "ntablid".d : · I inl.[ ' up.
I'ort"d hy tIl>" ill<li" id u" l ,""lo" i, · ~ .

IEdmund F. SI"ft.... Joh~ Ch,(A/,)" /71'1 ./77-1 (Bo, ton 18'Jij . \'01. II , p. 2 IJ.
··'SLJft,·r.op.(;r,, \·o l J,p, :1,

"S"," th r flr .t " Hir !r- in II,.. ,,' rir. "E;,rly .\I " , ;r in Rhod,' Island Ch urdlO"" "
nhod~ / s/tIT/a // " ' ''')', ""I. 17. nn. 1 (J an u;, ,, , 1'1.'18 \. p, 2.

IN'd in the WOr!> hip of GIM!. " ;- The Ilr~a n was installed in 17i:!,
H'(t'I\lllg a well-needed consecra tion ill Dcrem bc r. j ohn Caner' s
broadside of the eve nt 1'Ia l('1' that the st'r\ 'ir,' took place on Decem ber
10 at six o' clock. the orua u IX'int,: pla ced hy ' Ir, Flagg j osiah Fla gg
of Boston . It con tin ues:

,\ number of f; .'nl ll'!Il"n lJt'lol1ging In th.. T(' \\11 will assi~t on the
()n '3.<.illtl. a nd perform I t\(' vocal l'ar t-. .\ Sf-I{'IO~. 0 11 tlu- La wf ul
nc-«. Exn 'lIl'Jln a nd .\d\·al1l;ll.:t' nf lnstj umvnta] " usjc in Public
\ \"(n~h i p. "ill 'bl' pn-achr-d hy th .. R" \l·rt'nd JOI1~ r.R .-'.\"ES.
a fte- r which a Collection will 1)(' mad,' ( 0 ddr;l\ thr- Ex pe-nce of
bringing the ORr..\~ from BOlt.", . and fi,ing it in ti ll' Church .

The a n nounc ement com lude-, with " 1' r3.i'>(· h im with ORG.-\:\S: '
to wh ich Xi cholas Brm\1I rcspondo.l , 0 11 his co py now in the j ohn
C arter BrO\\Jl Library, "Pra ise him with t1.1ncim.: and th e Stringed
I nstrument s.. , , Psalm 1..-,(1, 4th , \Tf"(' .."

William Blotl get, \\ ho"-t" ad\tTt ist'nlt' nt~ fo r a ronrcr t and da ncing
school a ppeared in the I'roridrnce Ga -rtt c in 177'2 and I Ti -l. "a....
a ppa rent ly the firer {)rca ll i~ 1. Both Hlod cet and his successor, Dr,
J oh n Char t' , art' ment ioned in a kiln from Samuel Chace 10 Ct'Orgl'
Wa..hina ron . dated l'rovidem e, April :iii, 179'2, -ratine. .,~ I r,
Blodgt'tt ~l' f\ I'd 0 11 our orga n [or some y,·a r!". ~l y son. Il r. J oh n
Chace. ..ucceedcd him an ti v-rved gra ti~, m'a r tWt'nty yca r.;:· ' Dr,
Chace. \\ ho had ....tutlil·t1 nw d ir iJIt' itt :;\t'" j ('(M:y I)('for(" rt'turnin g to
praeti( e in I' ro\'idl·nn'. di"tI in I79:!. ,'x.tlily (\\t'nt y ~Tars after the
ill,.tallation of Ihe o r.gan, Thndorc" t'ith,'r Iht' !t'lIeT i!" in;J{"cura l(" .
or ~I r , Hlod gt'l l't'rnd ju..t for it l'horl tim e, liptlike. ig-norim.: t ht~

lell rr. daim1' Ihat Dr. <:ha tt' wa~ llrg' lIli..1 for ni lle yea r,.. "hi" h wou ld
date hil' ~t'f\-ir(" from Intl." Cn ((Jr IUtl<l ld~ , Iht' pi'" r("cords 1)(',16 n
nin,g in 1ii I a n' of lilt l,' help in dari fying lilt' maUer,

T ht' :\nlt' rira n Rn 'o llil illn brought a r ri,.il' in tht" r hurr h, Th~

redor, ~I r. Cra \T!", i llsi~ted on rela inin.!:' in hi!" .<. t' f\ - i (T~ the \·ariou....
p rayn,. for lilt' K in.c:. in k!,t'pin.l.{ wit h his (lrdina tion oat h which in
duded a llt'J.:iall rt' to th t' Crown , Following hi~ rrti n' lIlt'llt. r krg~ml'll

of many de llumi na tions and M'H ra l lay ITadtT~ .... upplit'd th (' pulp it
durin .1.: lh e war year~, In till:! RI'\', \\' illiam Rod.t,: t'r!> . a Bapti.... t

'Fr,,,,klin Bowditch J)"xln, ..d ,. Tht !.ilo ,lt )" Oi", )' of f :; rn Sli/~J, D D ,. /"LD "
\01. I ( :,\ ,' w York l qOl \, p . I {(.I,

~l"pd ik (" . r>p. ( ;1" \'01 1Il.1" ' .7,"8
" l' pdil,,', r>p. (;/ .. ..ol. 11.1" 201 ,



minister and the first student of Rh ode Island College ( Brown Uni
versiry] afte r it had moved from Warrcn, was invited to otlici.uc
" in his \Vay" for a few Sundays. with the promise of a more I)('nna
nent arran gem ent if he wou ld conform to the Anglican liturgy, He
was followed by Thomas Fitch Oliver, eng-aged on the hasis of
Deacon 's O rders in I i83, receiving ordinatio~l in 17ft'} . Rev. :,\foS('s
Badger, an exiled loyal ist ret ur nin,.c: fro m Nova Scot ia, became rector
in 1786, co ntinuing tu his death in I i92 .

D uring th is per iod th e C hurc h in the colonies was in a state of
change, leading to the esta hlixluuent of an Am er ican ..pi-copacv and
becoming th e Protestant Episcopal Chu rch in Am eri ca. O ne of the
primary und ert a kings of the man y conventions associated with the
movement was th e prepara tion of an Am erican Pra yer Book . w hich
in turn in fluenc ed mu sic in a ll Episcopal churches. The nook of
Com mon Prayer [ publis hed unofficially in I i Hb ) as pr o posed hy the
Philadelphia Convention of September, 17Wl. considered such IOIl.go
disputed to pics as "whether the subject matter of our psa lmod y or
singi ng psalms shou ld not he extended Ix-vond those of David .. so
as to introd uce a greater varietv of ant hems and hvmns." It con ta ined
135 text s - H4 from the nl(~'trical psalter. an d ' 5 1 hvmns c- with
eighteen psal m tunes an d three chants.

The presence of suc h a lar,ge nu mber of hymn texts was sigrtificunt
in itself. But of even grea ter importa nce was t he appearall{'(' of tunes
for chanting , a tr adi tio n of lon g sta nding in En gland which ha d
.','Town into disuse ill t he colonies primarily throll.ih the a h:-l' IH e of
pipe orga ns for accompani ment. Chants ha d first appeared in a ll
American run e-book only thlTC years before ( 17H:l ) l hrou~h the
work of another R hod e Island College .l,>Taduate, An drew Law. then
conduct ing a sin,l{i ng schoo l at St . Pete r's Church, Ph iladel phia. :\
decade mig ht be considered suffir-iem for the new Pr a ver Boo ks 10

replace the-old T ate & Brady Psalte rs at Kinu's Churc h:

Return ing to the chur ch reco rds, the re is llot hing' to hl""found
relat ed to this great movement . From the records of 1771 the first
acknow led gmen t of anyt hing "musical" appears in I i f-II i . rhiv COil .

corned with the purc-hase of coal in December "for the O rgan Room"
at th ree shillin gs. Coal was pur chased in XO\Tmbe r of the next vt-ar,
listed wit h such items as the sex ton's remuneration for " \\a""' h i n ~ the
surplus [sic]" a t olle shi lling sixpellce and pllr{'ha.~ing a quart of oil

76 EMf)' M lisic ill R hode l slan d C hurches IJ uly 1958J Earlv J /l/ sic in Rhode Island Ch urches 77

for th e bell. In Deccmlx-r. 1788 . five ha skcts of coal were bought fur
t he o rgan room a nd vestrv a t tw o !'h i ll i llg~ eleven penn" with the
add iti(;n of "I Quire Paper fur Christ" H vms [Christmas hymn s]'
lor ninc pcncc. ornitt r'd from the pnTl'ding year.

IJ1 I 79 1. according to scvcrnl historical accounts. correspondence
was received Irom :\Ir. C ilhn( De ltlois of London . whose father had
made possible th e purchase of an orga ll in 1771. remindi ng the con
gregarion that tilt" loan had linn bee n repa id . T he debt had appar
endv bee-n overlooked be cause uf the crisis during tlu- Revolution.
com plic au-d by the inabi lity of the churc h to pay durim ; th e rh-pn-s
sion whi ch followed . Lawvcrs were ('ngaged . ~., lt l i ll ,g the drill on
paymenl of :WO pou nd s sterling plus professional fees, a t a tot al of
~:lOO less than the amou nt due thr- DeBlois heirs.

T he ~ea rs following the dea th of Dr. Chace in l i9 ~ . ulthouah
devoid uf refcrenc'es to music, are nevertheless of con side rable im por
rane e in the hist orv of King's Chu rch. On the death of th e rrr-tor,
), Ir. Badger . the r~llgregat i;JIl looked no furt her than nea rb y Henefi
'Tnt COllgre gational C hurch (" Round T op" ) where young J ames
\\ 'ilson was :-cn ing all unr-halh-nuin g assistantship to the inrumbent.
J oseph Snow . Xlr. \\ 'ilson 's severa l months in th e pulpit of Kin g's
Church drew man y of th e :\'t'w Light s to that cnngrq;:-a t ion. By vote

of the Congre gat ionalists. his posit ion at Round T op was made more
atrra cuvr-, an d he return ed with his followt' rs.

D urin g the ministry of the next rector. the Rev. Ahrahu m Leu-en
Cla rke, till' membership of King's C hurch pet it ioned t hr- Rh od e
Island ( ;t'!H'ra l A s-cmblv to change its now out-dated nanu-, t-umruon

amo ng :\ ng lican churc hes in the Northern co lon ies as an added
"protection " again st t he dissenters, to the pH'S('nt name of SI. J ohn 's.

At th is time ( I i~ J.I ) th e united Society of SI. Joh n\ Church was
or gan ized. It is from the nne surviving book of mi nutes kept by thi s
group th at th e nex t mu sical item appears. dated Februnrv :!-l. I nm.
at I I : ;l () . no ting tha t

A proposition was m;Hk hy the Rcvd. :\ lr. Clark for the- Establish 
na-tu or a ", ing-lng- ,dlOol - that yout h of ou r :-'O(,j,' ty may h,l\T an
opportu nity of Iwing- taug-h t th a t plc a,iug- pa ll o f Worsh ip . It was
then-Ion- JllOug-h t adviscablc to a ppoint :\laj l' Willia ll1 Alh-n. " ·Ill.
Larm-d Esqr. Coljn Carli !l' a, ,I Commitu-r- to ("( mfl T with a Sing
lng- .\ las ter & report ti ll' tt'rllls a l d ie Iw"t rlllTt ing .

X u sllh."'cquellt infor mati on is gi \"t~n Hlllcn-nin.\:" tlw rn ult of the



inquiry. It is po~..ible, hnwr-vr-r , thai inn-rested :-tudel1t:- were n-com
mended III the ~in~i nJ::' ..dwol lx-inu held a t the First Con gregati onal
Church under the direction of 1.1I Cill ~ Ca ry. succ eeded hy :\!O!'l.·..
i'ml':' in 1799.

~Ir . Clarkc b-ft for St . \I ich~ll·r.. in Bri...rol, Rhode bland . in IROO,
and the next few ~ I·an· were again dr-vmr-d to a sea rch for a pc v..."ihk
successor. The Rev. Xat hanicl Bowen served for ten mon ths hl.'fon'
leaving 10 hn: lI!1w Bi..hop of Sout h Carolina. J oh n Lynn Hlackbume
carne in I BOS. H i.. rectors hip wa ... to be gin officially with hi... ordina
lion. which wa.. even rua llv rr-Iuse-d Oil th e basi." of "unca nonical te..li
monial ." With \ If . Blackbume's de pa rture for En gland th e R I' \" .

Xathan Bourn e Cr ocker , a H arva rd erad untc an d former medical
student. who had served rm Ikaron'~ Orders tem porarily in 180:1.
returned ill 180 7 to contin ue as rector unt il his de ath in IBIl5 .

In thr- follow illl: ~ ra r. acrordi nc to the min utes of St. J ohn '~ So
cietv, the church a nd or.l::an were insu red collect ively at $11,000.
H O\H'\Tr, it W<I !< !'fXln realized that th e old "steeple-hon-e." th e fir..t
such bu ilding- in Pro\'idnHT, was bevcnd further repair. a nd !« c'?",
\H'Te taken 10 ,on"truet a m-w buildin g on the sam e cite. Following
the Soc:i l't~'~ de cision to bc uin -ubsc riprions on Januar~ ~ , 18 10 , wit h
the Beneficent Con grq :at ion al subsc ription papeno as rhr-ir model .
events moved wr~ rapidl y. It i!< a t this point that a badly water
sta ined kdgc'r berrune-s inva luable toward reronsrructinu th e epi so de
throu gh p<l~ men t~ to various workmen.

On April 10 , 1810. the pl'\\!o in the old T own House. first meet ing
hou-r- of the Fi~t Con t::rq;:ati onal Church. were repaired for U~' h~

St. j ohn 's." If ~-f\' i n'~ \u'rc' he-ld here, th en two other referen ces have
~p(Tial signi fica nc e, The Sociel~ appointed ~ Ir. .-\. j ones. nn ,\ u.g ll"t
fl. to request the Psallon inn S()r iel ~ under the direction nf Oliver
Shaw , or gani"t and !<illA"i ll/.: ma-ter at the Congn-ga lional mertinu
house. to "favor the Church with their performance in Sacred .\ Iusic
on Christmas Pay: ' ..\ n entry in the k-dger dated July 9. W I J.
~tate~ " paid Will l la n lillg'. pr R('I for E. Hathaway's Ar-rt. f'flr Sill/.:
ing , er, • .. :")~l.f;l;:' ;\ ("cord ing 10 profr~~ i()na l rates of the limes, Ill<'
payment wo uld ( 'lI\T!' the period in which services were in the '1'0\\11

I"T hr old T own !l ou,, ', Inn fiC d-v-rvine or f"rlh"r ~ c"dy , ,,·n.Td 'u ~ k ' llJ>I >I;ll'\

r hurrh ror ,rvl"l., l oIlH" rOllr;: n'K" lio n~ , indudinfiC S,-rond B" pti ,t , ( 18110) , Firsl
Mrlhod i ~ 1S ( 18 22 I, ;, ,,d II... lir 'l Rom " " Ca lholic con!': rr!':;I (ion in !·w,·id ,·n....
( 18 27). -
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sELECT OR.\TORIO
B~ the Psallonia n StKit't )

nvxrx
By the l' s allonian S(ll -it't ~

Tune, Epso m

'I'll E CO:'\sECR.-\T IU:'\
.\ t nrnin g: I' ra )'I"I" and 1.1'~'N ) l1 S

1'.". XX\' I. v. Ii. 7 ,,,< 8, with the ( ;Ioria l'a t ri
The ( :"I1<'1" t, Epistle & (; (l~pd

l' .....nlm C
SlTIIlOn

ju rv- .J. vet 1).1ll Thompson pe r Do for rl'pairill'! an o rgan
pil)t' whidl had been stolen & l njuu-d : and for
n ' tullillg -;('IIl" other Pipc-. displaced hy th.,
Pain n-r \.iO

J Ulie 10 pd Aa ro n ;"{;1Il for 2pr. of B Ull ' , Snt ·w~ &. Bla"
Sn t·\\ ·kllllt", fo r the On;:-an loft D( K . r~ ,h-I

The nq:;an wa s com ple ted in time for th e conse-rratiou of t he new
build ina on xr. Bar nabas' ()<l ~ , June I I. 1811. The Ps alkmian StK il"ty
aga in provided chor al music for th e event, TI l<' Order o f Sen.,iIT.
preserved rhrou ch a ll anlli\ ' e r~ar~ reprint , \\ a, as follow ~ :

•

•

••

•

•

•

•

•

Hallel ujah Chorus
Benediction

011 J une I.'), ;uTortiing tn the ledger, Oliver S ha w received six dollars
" for attendance in pract icin g. and his pcrform.uuc 011 the O rgan at
t he Dc d ic-atiun o f tilt' Church " a nd prrsumablj dil't'n in ~ t he P~ I·

I(lllia ll SO(i.,t~ . ' 1'111' "n~ a n HH'i\'l"d ont' fill,, 1 ITIMir, wi th Ihn id
II a ~ furd , JI. , pa yin g- ,,, '\ '('nt y.fin~ (Tnts to the ( hlllTh " for t ht' npl'll,"'''
lIf repai rin g lIIH' of tltl' Orga n Pipes ta ken awa y $: inj ured hy h i ~

Ih oth .'!". ' ·
T he tir~t fl'gub r u r C;;111 i.,t at St. J nhn \ . a~ \\1,11 as thl' fir.~t app,'ar

in g in any lI f tlH' (':.tant lIulrch rec()rd~ , \, as J ohn :\ lut'nSt:her. In
J Ullt'. l SI ? th('IT i~; 1 [t'd l:; '"f ent ry of ,~H . R l l paid t.) J t' rel1l iah Jenkin.,
" pt'f Red t il pa ~ th (' O l'l.:an i.-t to Eastn 1;1,, : '10 Do llr ha ving ht'l' ll

f

Hoc-e. !<uJ.:g~t in~ that for lack 01 tlu- church's orga n in the tcmporarv
sanctuary, a choriste r \\ a" cm plovcd 10 b-ad co ngregational ,.ing"ing.

The orga n itself was. removed from th e old churc h in April. 1810.
welcom e ~ li1 l fT beinc pa id .155 5 0 for five da~" "av..i:-t ing to rem ove
rhe Or.gall from St. john's Church ." II was appa rcurlv :-to u·t! ill a
nt'a rhy hu ildinv. with a paymcnt 0 11 JUIIC ;) for putting a (l('\\ gla",... in
" lilt' Door of the -hop where the Organ &c. a rc deposited." On rhis
!'..... mr- da y. Tuesday. the cornerstone W ;\ :- laid for the IICW church. th e
Socit·ty prOlTc'd ill.!.;::- informing us that the exercises " 'wga n wit h
"inging .''

'1'111' re-in..tallarion of the oruan wa ... a matter of primary ('OIHTfIl ,

ami ;t I ouunitu-e was [orn n-d 10 «m-idcr the ma ru-r. T he church
\f arden . J erem ia h J I'llkins. noted in a memorandum d a ted " xtondav
'I ;.. la rdllH I1."fnund ;lI1H,1l/.{tlw pagc.... ofan 11}H Ledgn ,

A, vou informed that tile' COllllllitt"" wn.. to uu-ct tol Iav whr-n
it \~ou ld lit' r-onxuln-d 011 -;('ndi nl.: to I\.o,ton to ohta in' a ll o rl.:a ll
ar tificer. will ir not at the '.mw ti lllt' l", advi sable to a-ce-rtain from
;"Ir. (; i"b - Xew Yo rk on wh a t tt'nm Ill' would (om,' o r v-ud a
n UlI! w !I'1II Person. it will ;11 !l-" ' I l.:in' you knowlt'd !,!l' of ti ll" rh;u'gt'
IJol 'inl.: T1'a....-na blc or not - w]u-thor evemuallv l'x l)t'dient tt> v -nd
to h im ,

\\' h(',hn or not such corre- pondcncc \\'a.' \\ rincn to (;(' ih , build er
o f the Finot Con gregat ional nrga ll, can no t he proved.

;"!t'an\\ hi le the inst ru ment ha d been Iound in need o f repa ir a fter
stora ce in the unidentified sho p. The en tries in the It-dl.!t'r h y th em
selves create a n a ccurate a nd colo rful accoun t o f it." even tua l restora
tion a nd insta llation:

Apl il 18 vet Hol, ton fOl I SIll'l"p& :' squi rn-l skin'
fo r repairing till ' Organ 1 .1 2 Y~

;\ pril :10 pd ... hlow ing Hd ln" ' I day - tun ing ti lt'
Organ .2.-,
pd "a hoy .. , OrJ::'an Illowing .:->6

;"lay 7 pd Young Hay for h lowing the Organ 8dlow,
:) da\ , ,7:i

~I a y 11 pd !Ja ll Tltolllp,on pr. do for ~t,t1il1g lip, rt' pairin .l::
&. tuning till' Organ .") Ii,:I7Y~

;"lay H pd Sam] E Ha mlin pI' Bill &. r("t for a ropJlcr
G lw '-kittl.. &t' for fl'pairillg tilt' O rg-an :1,:, 1

;"lay 2B pd Sa ml E I Ia ltllin fo r Lmd ;m d (' a~t in.~

O rnalt lt'Ilt ' to t 'nn ' r th t, top, of th t' T wo Ill'W
fro nt Pipt"s o f the Orga n .r,
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pd belun- & rl ul to my ucr t as Tn';!SUftT. " An easily (J\'('r!u..,kt'd pay·
m ent to a J o hn :\ l IU'Il :-<.dll"r appt'ars in O ctober. H O W (' \ T r . in Ja n uary,
1813. he is a t last identified when he received $2fi "for 1 q uaru-rs
salarv as Org-anist. " He conti nued in this positio n unt il Ill! ~I.

During thi s p erio d then- a rc d ues to the existence- of a church
choi r. Four stoo l, werr- bo ujrht for the orga n loft in 181 2. In April .
18 13. the account of J oh n Curter was pai d (or "print ina :\I orn in l.:
H vmns. Xot ilk a tiolls. &c." T hrou ghout the book of ~\\ n-nrals <Ire
t h~ names III Simun :\Ianud. J. Rosa rio. Th . Simmins. T . F. Fuller
ton. Clement B linn a nd In. Viol. listed as ha\'illl!; made pav meno IIf
va ried amounts "in pa n of choir mon ey." These peopl e we re appar 
entlv mem bers of the churc h. singin~ volunra r ilv in th e choir. while
payin.E: a regular l'uh..cription to the support oi the ministrv a t .....1.

J oh n·s.
In 1823 " 1-:. Smith" became church organist a t $:.?fi q ll;utn )y.

leavi ng the yea rl' a fter th e ret irement of ~Ir. ~I uenschn a blank .
It i~ p(J~..iblc that rhe COIH,'Te~ational ~i n .l.,ring- master and nruani-t,
~ Irn.cs :\"o ~ ~. who became a nu-m ber of St. j ohn's in 18211. romrib
utcd his :-nyif(~ a~ part of his support to the church. w hik- main tai n
in~ his ~i n .ging ~r holll in tow n. If he performed \o!ull t;lri ly. th ere
woul d be no n-ason for his narnr- to appear in the ledg er . t ilt" remain
ing- ha:-i~ uf in lomuuion of music a t Ihc' church.

Another ~ hu-n-cher, Ihi" om- narm-d Hcn rv. "ueecctkd ~ Ir, ....milh
in :\"O\'Cllll lC'r. IR2:-, . lIo\\('\("r. h i" n 'nHlIltTali on of ~12:, a n n ll,lil~

" a" for all IIlUk lnm int't1 fca"OIl dda~ed un lil IR28 wl1('n l'liIl anothn
~l m' lIsehn, \ \ ·illi;tl1l hy namt'. \\ al' t he org-anil'l. Pa ynwntl' of :!:, (t'm"
pt'r WTck for " hlo \\ inc: till" org-a n" \\t' rt' made al ,·ariou~ limt' !- to
E. H. Hopkin". J. Ca TlIT. lknr~ Booron . Thom al' Stolle . Jamn
Holnlt":-' . :\"('" ill T ykr and S. S. Hart well. T ht'."'t., itt'lnl' arc lil'tnl wit h
hills for "tkarillC: thl' h ur ~ illg- g-ro un d of \\" ild Parsnip" .. . ;-)0 (T IlI'<'

" wa"hine: ( 'li t Iht' "rg-an loft . . i.') {"ent"," an d Ihe frt·tjlwlll T('p(;ll. '
l11("n t of the wind ow in Ihl' lIt'" Sunday School roolll .

" ·il h Ihe hq :(" il1ni nc: of a Ilt'\\, dtTa de it il' apparctlt \h ;1\ lTHl"i,· a t
Ihe ( hurd l ha .~ IT,HIH'd ;1 poim of !- ta bility and cont itll it'd pro,t.:1'(·!-!-.
Th t' ('arlit'r "par"t' It'frrTIl('I's 10 a t hlln h t hoi r I)('("(lllw IIl l I\ ahllll ~t

cOllli nuo lls. Th i" is 111" !-1 oh\'iolls h~ I8:H , wit h E. R. H ;l I1 .~t' lI l l

l1 F.. R.l lam " " fo,,"d,' '] lh,· S;K"'d ~I L" ; ' · So..i"1\ at th,· Fir" n,,!,t;" ~l ", ' li ,, -:

110" .'" in 1834, '''Tllrdi ''i( 10 Will iam D in" ,,' n·, ,\lUJ;" .~t Th ~ .Iful i ,, ~ If",...,.
/775-/958. \ I' rovid,·....... 1'l'iR I. p . 12..\ (un h..r rdatio ll<hip to th, · ,hoi, 01
St _J ohn', Ch"rd, rannot I..., ddi,,;t..h r'tahli,l",d, .\ f~ .... ~·ca .. la t,'r . ~" 11., ,,,, '"
fo"nd,· d i1 ..Nt'.... E"",I.,,,d C' >r' ''·''·;lIor ,' of \I ,,, i,··· .... ith W illi" ", IWIIt-..- ck.

reimbursed .~2fi for the purchase uf ., ~hl"i t· Book" of Anthem s,
C hants cr- ." C hairs l'(l:'tin~ $·W were purcha-e d for the organ loft
( still rrferr rd to h~ rhis u-rm. instead uf the mo re pre vale nt "choir
loft"}. The sex ton. j oseph T , 1I" I JTlc~ . was pa id 50 cents for o pen ing
the churc h for wcckl v choir rehearsals. His son, James. was pa id "for
carrvimr Books to and from tilt" prad isillg- meeti nqs of the choir 17
times ((, ,7 .~ ... , 4,25: '

The names of individual !ioinc:t·rs appe;u in the IR40'~. Lem H .
Elliott . active in 1840 an d 1841 . was evid enr lv followed b v Edmund
W . Tin g' le ~ in 1842 and IRH. ~I r. Tingley had been a choriste r at
the Con~c.gational me('\ in ~hollst" , He was succeeded b~ E. \\" .
Howa rd . The singers were supplied wit h music smnds frum G . & D.
Cleveland in 1840. 1846. a nd 184 8. By th is time. the O xford mnvc
ment was at last hcill~ felt at St. john' s. at least as far a" m usic was
co nce rned . T he na mes of Step hen Thurber and A. C. Green, idcnti
ficd a few year~ la ter as tenor a nd alto !-in~c'N respectively. arc fo und
at th is time, possible the n ucle-us of a "mall bovs' choir. j oseph Bourn
joi ned th e croup in IA.'iO a:- a has."', and the church cont inued wit h
thil' a rra ng-ement for severa l more ~c.-aN.

The position of the churc h orc-ani!-t. a" with mo- t present -da v
churc he-. \\ ;I!- not -tatu-. William ~ l ut· IN·her rem ained until IRB .
five yean- aft er accepting th e appcinunent . H is pred ecessor . Henry
~l uen!'oCher, rn ci\ ed his final pay ment in IR:l! . T oward the end of
1833. W illiam hc~an 10 horrow from his Mlar y, resign ing" in April
of the nex I yea r. Henry S. Friele (a ppart"lItly ~t i ll a minor sim·c
rem un crati on "a" made to his fatht'r ) and " j. ~ I ack" were illltTim
or~a ni~t". ~Ifl' . .\ . E. lI an."('n. prohahl y the wift· of E. R. Hanst.'n .
ht'~an a reg-ular po!-i tion at $50 qllart t·r1y ;n Septt'mhl:r 18:H. becom
inc: th e fir!-I woman org-ani:-t to Ilt' idl'ltt ifit'd in Rh odr hlantl mu "ital
history. During lilt, four ~ear!- of her :-c'n'in' sllhl't it llt ions WtTC made
h y ~ [Ol't:S :\"oyt>". ~ Ir. Han!o.C 'l\. and II t'nry Frielc. who eHntllal1 ~

htT,"ne th e next or,g-ani"t in IR:HI. Thl' !-C'xton. J O!'o(' ph Holmes. ,,11 0
"titLlted for Henry in 1B42.

R ichard B. Ta~l"r wa.~ appointed ill IB,U. colll inuinl{ to IB47.
Fnllowin.g his re"ignatillll. ,\. Crt'cn, lislt'd as ;til aleo in th e choir.
and "~1r. Hc!>.",'..\ Ir, Hi 'N'1I [a nd] ~I r . Cut ler" \\Trc' pa id as inter im
lln::an i ~t ~ . In IH49 ~[r. Bi .,,~t'll wa.~ rl"imhur...t·d for t ran-linA' expcme".
e\'idelltly from BnslOn. continu ing in IW·lO. Inlt l't'lOn to be replaced
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once mor e b~ Henry Frieze.
The sta te of the pipe orga n on \\ hirh the-e mu... ician... played . afn-r

its final insta llat ion in 1811. i... a matter of curiosity. :\ol hill ~ i... kno\\ n
about ite, exis...tence, ev ept for the pav rru-nts, to variou... ··hlo\HT"':'
In 1833, the organ loft "as "aln-red" a t a ern-I of S:!4- 7.J 7 whu-h
mi ght po!<>....iblv he related to th e late- Fra nk lin R . (;u...bma n' ... claim
that a m 'W orga n, m ade hy a n 1111 10.11('\\11 builder. wn... insta lled in
1834 " ~ Xo evid ence r-an h... found in th r- prc!-Cnt records to sub...tan
tiate thi ... claim...\ fcw later rd('f c IlI T,,;1I h-a st ...how IIM1 ~JI1lt' work
was du ne on an orga n at th e r hu n h. In IH:n Jarne" Holme... wa s pa id
for blowing the organ. "hill' it wa" tuned hy E. & G , G , Hoo k of
Hoston at a ("(J ~t of $20. In HH:! John Howtit'n was paid $2~j for lunin L:"
and $:H for "adding: coupling slop 10 runncct Great Organ & Swe-ll
k(' y ~, " Ttu- Hook Company again tum-d the organ ill 1 1H ~ 1 . addi n.g- a
M't of pedal keys crn-ting $:L-l. COllsidnin.g these additions IItI' litH
instrument must have ber-n nu-rt-lv a small. two-manual oruan . with
out couplers or pedal". :\Ir, Cu shman sta tes th a t it wa s cvcmuallv re
placed in 1f61 bv an E, & G, (; , Hoo k, but docum entat ion (or t his
is ;I I.-;fl lark ing:.

At first ,t:: lann' the conu-ibutions of St. j oh ne to music ill R hod e
Island seem disappoin ting. Then- au' 110 grea t "firsts" to jU!' lify :-1-"'·
cia! n'I 'ol!:nil ifoll, -uch as, t he {tnt or ,I!f1Tl or {tn t siTlg;n!: school in Anu-r
ica or rven Rhode Island . ahhouzh the ~ignifka nct' of :\1,"", ,\ . E.
Han-en <1:- a t k-a-t one of t he earli('sl W UIlWIl church Or~,IIlL~t:- i:- not

to be overlooked. Xor did the r h urr h Io-ter any individual muvician-,
"ho "t'U' 10 become important fi gures in American musica l hi:-tory.
despite tht' fan Ihat many 1''' alllal iol1 ~ ha,-e yet to he mad(' in Ihis
relal i\Tly IIl'W field of IT!'l.'arrh. The !'pt:'cial \ alll(' of Ihl' ("xist in~

rn flnl :-of Iht' ( 'h ur, h m ighl h('~1 h..' :-lIm llla rizro. in the lighl of prt·:-
(' :11 :-ludi(~, as addi ng sma ll r hartt'no in the carel' ''' of sud l pn:-.( JIls
as {>I in'r Sh al\ . '\[usn Xoyt':-. a nd E. R. H ansell wh n. ahh01I1,:h lill ie
r('cognized beyond Rh Olk hland . Iil,\'(,rthdl'~s w crt: l'SN 'IlI "/ ill it:
milsit'" I (I('\ t·/opmclll .

:\EW ~IE~IBERS

.\ftmh 1. /958 - J / uy J J. / 958

:\1r. David \\". 1';H1 t' fM)n
Rumford. R. I.

.\ Ir. [ arlt- P. Pcrk in-,
:\lr. :\l a :l.wdl 1- l'crrona
.\Ir. Earle F, Prout

B" rr iru[1on. R, I.

vl rs. Bev erl y S. Rid,i.:cly
M rs. Clarence E. Sherman
Xlrs. F, Snowden Skinne-r
:\I r. Richard F. Stuples

Wr . t 1!;, rr inKlon. R . I.

:\I r. Alfr ed B. Staplrton
:\Ir . All yn K , Su lIl·1I
Mrs . All yn K , Sut n-ll
.\I r, Robert R. Ta~lor
M rs. Raymond J. Walsh
.\1r. Herber t C . Well:-. J r.
.\ I r. james Lucas Whl'aton. J r.

P".... lu'· ~<'I. R. I
.\I r. S. Everett \\'ilkin s
:\111-, S. Everen Wilkin s

Randall H . Youn g.\1r .

:\ Ir. Burt on Alben
:\ I f!i. Don ald S . Baht ud.:
:\1rs. w, Chester e nhh

:\Ir. J ohn G. CofT('y
Button...-.-I., Warwir ~ , R . I.

:\1r. Ralph R. Cm _by
:\ In-. Ralph R. Croshy

&orr inll;'lon. R , I

:\lrs. Preston H . l>a l l!:l i ~h

xf rs. Kath arine S. l Iana
.\ Irs , H arold C , Field
.\lrs. Philip C. Ha rdy
:\ I i ~s Dorot hy H a tc h
:\1iss Marga ret Hat r h
,\ Ir. H . Xord Kitch en

Warwir~. R. L

:\I r. Howard I.. :\It 'rrill
Barr inlC lOn. R. I.

:\Ir. Robert P. Mirando
.\Ir . H arrv 1- Oatlt-~

St, man~ rt'<j uo ...." h,I\ " 1"....11 rt'n ' i", 'd fo r a rq)('l ili" u ,, ( .1... hi_l"ri. ·al pi I·
I.:ri "'''ll '· mad.. In Ihl' t :" r"-,, rd .\ lIIiq ua rian Su.,j ..11 ,. (.. " \ ,','r_ "1.:" [I",. olll" .h..r
_imi l"r \ ..lll ur. · i, ht'illll: I'r upu.....d fu r (} , tober 111, l!l:'R . T I... _l'ni.,l "hj.... . ,, (
IIIl" , " ur " ill II..· In "".. th .. ( i ..m'ra l S,II"1ll T " "IlL' 1Il,L1lt.r h,,,'...· "~ I ( lid Slur·
bridut, \ ' il l" I.:'·. Th" ir Ill ''' [ n 'n 'llI o"'<ju i~ i l i un, il i, ;, htU' h""",' "r Ih,' mor..

' '' llhi,[i'';l ln l r~ llI". "il h ""I_I,lJ1tli nl: wno d "t>t k ;tlld ..1", «I "l i" lI. _\ ... ,mp,,·Il' 1lI
1111'1111"" " f II". \ 'ill;, lo: " , 1,1 11 " iI1l " ,illl 0 ,,1 I" ,",r I(r< "'l' II... "" I"\">l l h~ ..h-I ~ il"

:\ 1m' 1",ldi lll!: f"r1~ p" t,oll_ "ill he r ha rl rrn 1. aud Ih ,' Ii, ,! rort y appli r"liolls
"ill I l,on nr...d ill " rdn ur lI", ir r....,-ip!, \\', ill<'" ;' l' l'li,·"dull' , h""I<1 h, ' " 'Ill
. " T], Rh od, ' i ,bnd I li,'or i"' ll S, ,,·i,·ry·. 52 1'"" ..,- SIn·..·!. l' r"'id,·,,, .... ti.
R I" ,(It- 1_i." " I. I...for .. (klol ll"r ' I.

[j lilyEarly J1Iu ir in Rhode Is/find Chu rches
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attend the pre;;." rou tin uallv wh en a nother cmis-ion of .£ :.!OJ IOO was
Ix'in~ prinn-d ."

It chanced rhat on a public or tow n nw('lim: d ay about the middle
of M arch there \\('fl ' ear hrrcd in a room of \ Ir. Wil k im.oll ' ~ ho u-e
in Providence Daniel J .1fk.... m. 1"';1;11" Tuckerman. Xicholas Clarke.
Hoporill ~ I<SeaJ. Thomas \ lall('ht'~I('f anda housewrivht of Provi
<k nee named " 'illiam H ulton. Thl'~ \\('fl' ";1 pla ~ i ll ~ for a Ho wl of
Pun ch" or MIme small maner
whr-n H ulton opened a law
hook and n;traett' d a half
~h l't' t of four .lOs. Rhod e l-la nd
bills folded in four doubles. He
~ho\\ cd his find 10 the t:T0UP

and tht'y were jo kinK about
the bill- when W ilkin.....n CJl

trred. when he ';';1 \\ what the
men wcrr- about he \\a~ 0 111 of
t('mpt'r that they should dis
ruse- lhe malin and c urtlv to ld
them that the hills were neith
er signed nor n um be-red a nd
\\t'fI' of no n m....:q llt'Il('t'. II UI

ton there u pon pUI the ha lf
-heet back in the hook,

,\ for tnighr la ter, how eve r ,
Hutton \\a~ back a t \ 11', " ' il· ..
kill.... III· ~. where he opened the
boo k again, too k out the ha lf
sheet and ~i~t'd and num
ben-d the hills. Pa 'Sf'ntly lu
passed t he m off, 011(' to Hen- ",
jumin Xichol:.., keeper of the
' '' hile Horse 'I'an 'nL in Xcwport , O lH' to ;1 wido\ \ named Smit h in
the same town who lived next 10a ~ lr. Roach , IJlI(' to Ca pta in j oseph
~ I a ndle~t er - wlm I"t' tllnt l'd il a~ ruumcrfeit - ami ()JI J urn: 18 one
10 Stephen ' ION" a .~ i h-n~1lli l h of I' rfl\ ,id t'l\rc', TIlt' :<.<lI l1C d ay. J une
18, he was ta ken lip fur ha\'ill~ p ;I ~:-<l ' d lht' hi ll III ' [or.-(' and \ \ ;1"

('xa lllined before four j u~titn at ","'· WpOII.

IT WAS \, o n :1l hy Ill(' (;(' Il (' ral , \ 'H'mhl ~ or R hod e Island in ."l';;.~ i on

at Ea~( l,rtTllwifh in \bn,h. l iili. to print .£ ~O.OOO in hi ll". U IIlO
of ~ixlY -hillings . :.!.OOO of rort ~ xhillirus-, 3.000 of rhi rt v. Iwent~ . It'll.

five. four nndthro- -hillnu.."' each . :.! , lOO of tw 0 shillings. :.!.OOO of OIl<'

shillinc a:HI l .-l-OO of nincpence. The "i~ncrs of the hills wcrr- to be
J oh n G . Wa nton. J ohn l h-x
rcr . John Cole . j o-cph ( :Ia l kr-.
Wel r om c A r n o ld , Thomas
Greene, J anu"1< Cun g-doll . .Id .
and W illiam Ellery. thrrc of
whom were to ~i l:n all hill" tof
five -hilline- and upwards. and
1\\0 of them all bill.. under fiw
-hillings. ~ I r . J ohn Cartl"f \\a.~

to print the paper mollt' ~ .u
the rate of nne ~hillin l: a nd
Iou rpcnce- for e\er~ hu nd red
hilk and ~ Ir. f).w id \\'ilkin
son \\ a... a ppoinn-d to supe-rin
le nd th r- pre!'.~ . I

" 'ilkill:'OIl, a ju-tio- of 1I Il'

J>!.·acc. \\ ho \\ as bo rn at Smit h
field on Scpu-mber 30. I i ~ fi .

wa:' the son of Izra r- l " 'ilkin
son. and it is recorded th.n on
April :.!;l. I i73. he ma rried
Lydia Spea r." He wa-, eX Ilt"ri 
rnrr-d in th r- task for w hirh he
was chosen , for ill ' la y. 1i i .·,.
the .h _embly had a ppoinred

" 'ilkin"o n ,Ilid Eh"IIt'/,('f Thompson. "one or the other of tlu-m" III

I HN ortf., 0/ Ihl' S/ " I ,' ,,/ Uhndl' "I<o,d "ntl P , ,,,.. i,hncl' PI"" luli"'lJ i" Sl''''
f:" d " nd (I ',.",'id,'",·,· : C""k,' , j ,u'h on and C o,. I III'd ) . 1'1', ,1'1-\·111') .

~ j al1 "'! :\ , :\ tIlnll!, 1'" " l ll u " ,dl 0/ Unodl' /.'/ " nd (f'w " id"n1'p : :\ a r r" ~'""" 1\

I l i' lu rie,,1 1' " f,l i , h i ,,~ ( :0 " IH'l21 . III , Sm illliidd, pp. 80 and 121 .
3 Uerr>t tf. ,,/ Ibe -"'!ri l e ,,/ Uh "dl' /.,ll1nd I1nd P ,O[' id~nU' PII1"!,lIi",,, '" X l'''

En ~ l" nd , \ '11. p. :1 27 : Ill,., ,' i~ a n ..-ord of hi, I...in l( paid in 17i 7 rh.. '"ltl " I
£:1 Ii '_ for "' I"' lill l" lHiin~ tI,,' p" '" in li7 .'! (ld " III. p, 1:{7 ).

10\ K '·.1" " ' Tl I S' ,OTT
(k l'a n llll' Il1 of ~ lod,'rn L In ",Ud 'l n , W dg nn (:01\, ·"" ,



T Il(" III'XI da~ Daniel J ac k.'ol lll mad !' a d eposition about \\ hal 1\1'
km-v IIf Hut ton's fin di n g: thr- ha lf sheet in the la w hook, a nd l Ia vid
wil kinson l ikew i~' \\ il:. exa m ined. The latter 's ...tan-mr-nt ran a ...
follows:

"David W ilkin,on tw ing hrou~ht hdnn· th,· Cou rt of Sl'~~ion~ Ior
Examination c rith. That tx·in g- appointed hy the CI "n!. A~'oC "rnhl y 10
inspo-t th,' Pf("~' and 10 dx-Iivr-r ou t th e Bills ordered to he· s-mitu-d h~

Ihl· Col"n~ of Rhnd, "·hland, the two fir<;t Imprc--sion s hr- took a \"('ry
I'X,I(I .IITnulll of in .... rjting , .1... thcv wvre -truck oIT and delivered out
hUI li lt' ntlll"r 1 1Il plI' ,~ i(ln , ' Ill' att' ·I~d..d llpo n when he wa-, so hurried
hc' could nOI ke-ep a \ •.~. r-xart as-count of. T hat the Commun- e took
of the 8i ll ~ t ill thr-v ' l id th l'\" had t'nouc;h and the-n the- Pn " ~ wa-,

slnppl'd , T ha i til(' i 'o m w al ;,(H11 t' Times wa s locked, at other Time
w av n-move-d into a Room whe-rr- the Rills were kccpt. T ha t he kl"('pl
du" K c'~ . thai at fi"'t the-v had a ,"·11' ~ood I.(....k to rhr- Form that
afterward it " a \ 1000t o r mi-,..inc; and thev had onlv a common Padlock.
tha t th (" C(lJlIIniw'" ne -d to r-ome and'iakt' fro;n him tlu- Hill, fru1ll

the Room whe-rr- Ilwy we-rr- ko-pt c-somctimcs he u-ed 10 r UI thr-ru
and deliven-d rlu-m in half Sh'Tt, of Ihl" La rge Bills hr- thinks that thl '
Printer uc -d to deliver 1111· til<" Bills \dll·n dwn· wac am' def.·ct in
Mrikinc; them oIT. ,\hic:h I u-a-d to ram int o 111\- POI-k"t. 1';l rr',- 110 m,'
and ~"nnalh' lI,,·d tn hum - For .......1Il(·timC"" th .,\· u~l'd to Iw tc~o hhKk,
sOllll:tillw", I'~' pOlk and '<IHll<"tinU"~ lorn, and i u~'d to ca rr,.' I10 1lll'

Willi" of ~ U< h ,'n'ry I>a ". aud I 1I'>1·d to cam.- nonc· Ho me unlc-~, '>11 m"
oul of lilt" "'111"'·1 ~,'a~ cld'·(·li,'e. solllf'lilllcS 'tht're might nol he' ilion"
th an fin' · Hill in a SIII"('1 dl"ffTlin·, I did no t stand to I'xamino· d WIIl
hu t a' t1]l'~ hand" d Ihl'm to Ill" I put t1wm in my P,x'k ,·t 10 carry
hOIl1l" to hmll- \\'IH'n I earried thelll lIome. and find in ,c; '>Ilme of
t1ll"1l1 to I.... /.::ood a nd f.li r Ril" , I ~moot h,·d them flllt, put '>I'IIl'· "f
Ih" l11 inw 1m ' La " Roo k in h<ll f SIWl'ls, no t knowin~ hu t the\" lIli~ht

IX' W'IlI1l"d. ,ill(! \,ht'l1thl" whole I lIlpf("S~ i on was d,,;i,·. I hu r~ 1 d;,·m
I h••d a BUlld ll' in Illy C hc·,t al lI om(" p a rt o f " hirh O f till" "holl' I
ddi, , 'H'd to JUd ,c;l· UnwIn tn ('arr: ' Home to sign. I th ink aho u t fi,, '
hundH'd ~lI1all Bill, of IIU" fint or ~('nmd I ll1 pr(' ~ ~ ion- I am nol n ' r·
100 in th ••t tlWlT "'T'· allY T h in y Shilling:s 8i ll ~ of J a nuary Emi__ inll
tha t I ra rri"d II nllW, or of ",l·,·ing a n\" of that Sum a t 111\" !I ou" ' , hllt
t lw l< ' m igh l Ill' - T hc'rt' "ITl' , u ndr< P" rsnn ~ sOlllt'tiull"s !la'l <I t lll ~'
II CHI'" :l11d ill Ill\" Ro,,"w ,,1\(,1\' lll\" I>,.~k wa~, Ill\" Law Roo k 'iI;, ;\ ~ Oil

111\ I ), ', k \\ ith '1:'<Tal la rgc' Ho" b 'on il 10 pl<"" ' 1111 ' Bill, I ki d 1'111

inin it '" ; I ~ to lll ak" 1I11'1ll '1lIont h - \ \' hen I \\cnl int o lllf' I{oom t ll"\"

I,,"ga ll 10 joke Ill<' :lhm lt "'1111' B i rr ~ t lll'Y ha d foun d in III\" la" Bo"k.
J t"ld tlll'\ ('nu ld d" tlW1ll no g-nod if Ihl'y ha d ta ke ll Ihelll. I lonkl'd
into IIIl' no" k a nd found t1wy had put tlwlIl ha, 'k, Ilwrl" \\T1<" "'\Tr"l
1\\ 0 or t lLn'''' h 'llf Sl ll' (' t ~ in the !look I af tnwa rd took thc'lll oUI. I
thnUl.?;h l a ll of thelll , :1I1d h urn t tl1<' lII, 1 th ink they \\' 'f(" aHi n ~ll1ooth

HH ..I I/all Shat of Stolen R hode Island Rills [J 1I 1~ 19.,}8] . 1 lIalf Shut 0/ Stu/Oj ll hode 1JiI/TIiI Uills 89

half SIlt"tts 1l0! doubled - I m-vr-r u 'lIll'!Il lll.T t il han- l e f l the Prt'~ s
unloc ked o r at work upon a ny ,...Til,jn n I dour re-nu-mbe-r that \" III
H utt on was 0111.' o f ,hI' 1'l'r "l ' Il ' ,Il mv lI.. uv- as :Lbo\'! 'lIwntiOlwd hu t
Ill" might be- for I d01l1 kno ..... Ilur "\,,,:1' did kuow him till at X, 'wport
till" OIh,-r D.l Y In- ' pokl' I.. II W . I told him I d id nOI know him, he
said his Xann- was H utton : Lha d heard lIwn- wac -uch a p..-r-on."

H ut ton secured bai l 011 J uly :! :~ a nd wa... rdra"'t't1 fill a bond of
.£ 500, given to ~h' lra l f 80", ler on tha t d ati', with ,-\ mo... .Atwell. Esq..
of Providence. and J oh n \ , 'aIltOIl, the s on of (;ideoll wa nton of
Xcwpon . merchant. ;I!" hi... suret ies, each in the amoun t of £ ~50.

By its terms hr- \\a:. to ;Ip pc'a r a t tilt" Scpn-mb-r. Iii6 term o f the
Superior Court,'

H utt o n pleaded guilt y to his indictment h~ eraud jury for utter
ing the fa be bill to silversmith ~l or~, The court impo...ed the ligh t
sentence of a fine o f £ 15 and n~1s and one month in jail , This episode
is one of the rare I'a~"!' in colonial counterfeiting \\ here genuine bills
fe ll in to the wrong- hand... a nd were signed and numbered. and it is
of no litt le in terest since it revea ls the p roced ure o f the per.;cm c: ha r.ged
with ~lIper".isingthe prl~~"

~Thi, rr co!ln llanct", lI uu on' . r "a rnin" l ion, WilLinMm '. n;Jmi na lio n. J acLw n',
dt'fJOsilion. and H Ullo n', i"dicllll"nl for pa ..inlr ,h .. (·ounl..rf..il 10 Slc·ph.." ~fo r...
,u r all in Ihe Supnior Court Filr. of Pro, ·id ..,,, .. C uu nly , I T,t>,

:"f. \ \'S· ;'I;OT ES (n"' I ' ~ " rd " om P t1 ~ .. 8:; )

T he Rhode bland Pn""TY,lli"n S'·II1;nar, 10..1(1 ,\ 1;1\ '1, 11. "1<'1 fur ih I' rid,n '
1<-,'lun·' in John Bru"n 11 "11 ' 1'. Sill...· II,,· drOl" inc n,,;m. nU'l'IlI1 .. lI'nl b\ ,h~
Sl,,·i'·I} for ils 1111Tli"c'.;' "I' '11\,,11, Ih,' IUlml_...r ur "1'I'I;""li"II' ":,,, Iwn'_<~.. ril~·
limited. \,'r \,,'n' {"nUl!;ll" itl Io,l\ 'inc thl' n" " IJ<'r;' li"" " f tloc' Pr' '''''n-a,i''ll
Sndc,ty ,,{ X""p"n ( : " u ,, ' ~ ; l1w :-"c·"I',.rt I li" " ,.i, ;11 S,,,i,'\} : Illl' llnil;u:t·
F()uud"l i" " ,,{ Rh"tk 1,1;lIld; ,mel till' I'n ,, ·id' ·I1"' · I'n '''·n at i,.u S,,,·i,·\\, which
tn" l ""'r th,' "rdu(I(I' la,l "r"n.("ni,illl: ti l<' " 'millar" \\ ·c· \" TC' cr("" tl~ plea",·(1
h · l loc' '·"o-<' Ill"I':, lioli Df:lll tll<' illlnc" t" d .C""" I" ill ill!" <"nti n' 'I., t,·, :'m l " c· 'I1 T

i" d"h l,'d l" th," :\"a tiol1;d T l uq j " r ,.ell-i...· ", ""11 '" for ",tin' p"r ti.-ipalinll,
Sl' l'('ilic- pr"h!<'n" nf r rn,·n ·al i" 11 II n(' h" II , IIc'd in ,II<" I'rid;l~ "'"ions hy " xpt'rl~

i"I1,,' li.-ld, \ \ ',. :lr~ r;ll,tin,I;lTh pl"""'d lhal Ihi, I'"n "f til<' pTo!:ra l" rt"n"in,d
_"11..11 LII 'urabl .· r('a..rion, ,i'I< " it ],;,,11""<"11 "1l.:~",t",1 1,\ III<' S",.jc't\· '" ;l CC'lwra[
mc'dinC" of th,· uri,cin'll , ,"IIN.r, l,dol al J ,.llII lin,,,,, 11,,"'1' 1.1,1 bl1.
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~I . S l ll E C H A I R

.\{lIhoJ.:,tllly

:\ Ia!'.~a l'hu~:tt:- or Rhod e Isla nd c. 1ROO

Tradit ion all y th is <ha ir i!'- of Rhod e bland origin. bu t it n .......-mbles
do~d ~ in desicn tho~ curved by Samuel \Idllt~n' ( 17:> 7. 18 1.-, of
xab-m . :\las:'H·h u~·ll ~. \\ ho a t t he tum of the ninetee nth tTntliry wa s
la kin!,;" the lead in !'tyk even a... thr- God dard-Townsend J~na!'lY of
Xt·\\port . Rh ud e lsland. had tak .."11 it in th r- previous r en rurv.

The recta ngular had: with paneled top rail i.. carved with knut
and .......- ag de-ign. The three tapered vertical ha no an: turned ;\1 the
l Op and the bo ttom and lIatlc l1('d in to ;1 lon .~ arrO\\ 10 carr~ rhe
pen da nt be-llflow r- r carve..d detail. Unusua l i.. the ("UH'1l1 bot tom rail.
whic h prod uces it f("d j n~ of ~'Tan' combined with -m-ngth. TIlt' v-a t
i.. upholst ered over the rails wi t h moder n haircloth. ornamcnu-d h~

nai lhead" in a ~\\ a~ design. The- ~llI;ln' tapered front I t'.g~ han ' full
spade feet: the ~uiln' hac k 11'1.." all' Ili(d ~ raked for :-In·lll.rt h and
balance.

"'hilt' rhis Federal (ha ir ma y .~l r i kt' tllW ;\:>. a Sail-ill pt od uc t. the
lowcr r ut -out har k ra.l is 01 :1 l"]"I1H"1lt whic h mu-t r e-rtajnlv dt-n-r rninr
its a tt rib ut ion ,

EX-l olkrtiol1 l it-m y A . Hoflm.m

9 1
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42. S I D E C H A I R
ONE OF A S ET O F FO U R

.\! (/"'e

Earl~ eighteent h century

Probably Rhode bland

T h is maple banistor-back chair has a simple yoke cre- t , stopped
abrupt ly at the bark post un ion. with sha rp ly outlined ban isters. The
urruings on the ba rk posts arc of fair quality. whil e th e front stretcher
turni ngs show some strengt h . T he rush seats are not origi nal.

This ob viousl y unsophisticated chair is doubtless of country origin
an d reputed ly was among the household effects of Gene ral Xalhanael
Greene.

Beque st of :\fary L. Farrar
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~ 3 . LOOK I:'I:(; GLAS S
.I /Ilhu!!.any

l' h iladelphia Co 17liO

G illkd mouldinq, labeled J ohn Elliott . Sr.

J uhn Elliott of Philadelphia produced a nd la beled va riuur... srvles of
IO(Jkin~ glac-e, from the simple Queen Anne with 110 bottom sca llop
ing- th rough the pedime m ed Gt'Ufl:"l" the :-'(''("C>l1<.1 :-1) k!' to the early
rococo t ~ pc with lO p and bottom ~;'fallopin .l::" like the exa mple illus
trnt ed her e. In his latest period, th at (If 176H·! i76 Elliott produced
the m OM ornat r- lv scalloped ty pe. com monly known a.~ the Chipps-n
dille m irro r. Hi... label. .... ritten bu th ill German for the la rue Penn-yl
va rna Dutc h po pulation. and alse in EIl ~l i!ih read-:

"John Elliott

",\ 1 hi!' Looking-gla , ... Store, the SiJ{ll o f t he Bd Jand Loo kinu ( ; Ia.' '''.
in Walnut St . Philtldd phia Im port! a nd :-.db a ll So n:- of Etud i!ih
I.ot>king-Crla.....-e- a t the ImH 'loo1 Ra tes.

" He a lso new Quir k Silver-, a nd Irnm e, «ld Crla!'.'t·~ and supplvs
People with new GIa ........ to the ir 0"" n Fram o ..·'

Ellion 's first add ress was 0 11 C hl"1011ll1l St re-et, Philadelphia. 1i.~13

1 76~ , w hile his M"n md was on Wal nu t Street from l i Ii2~1 76 7 . From
1 7 6H~ I 7i6 he use-d a th ird typt· of lalx-l. Ellion a nno unced on :\ la y H.
176 7. t ha t he wa~ d\' ill~ up the importa t ion of mirrurs and offen-d
to sell his sho p a nd q uidsil \"(' rin~ Illlsifl('!>..... H i.... ~ 1Il . huwe-vr-r-, hl"gan
adve-rrisiug En~li sh ~];I!'....t·S d in'n ly a ftn the American Revolution.
Th is example [llu- trate-d ht'rc' has a certain sim plil ity a nd t"apli\ 'at es
l i lt' fan cy rather more' Ih;lI1 do the more clabor.ue- mi rrors.

EX-t-tJlk tl ion H enry :\ . H offma n

w••



- HOL ~I ES WEAVER C L OC K
.\fllhogrllly

T all Clod Co 17YO-1ROO

Case b~ Holmes weaver of ;\'ewporl, Rh ode Island

,\ transitional clock {'a."C.' by a cabinetma ker . ttained in the Goddard
Townsend tradition. The ogc(' curved fcc! and plain mahogany has c
and door an: related to the earlie r per iod while the dr-lirate Iretwor k
of the hood, the bras." mounts 011 t he flu ted quarter columns of the
hody and full column of the head of the block, as well as the spherical
bras." finials. are clements (If the H epplcwhir c stvle. The pai nted fan'
with stylized spandrels is fairly simple for suc h a handsome dO(:"1.; r ase.

~
(

T he Holmes Wca vr-rlabel found on the door of the cine k is illu-t rated.
It was taken from a hra...." plate r-rnrravcd by H . Barber and now to be
found i ll the Newport H istorical S(){-iety. The price lag- of .~b() p;i\T~

us all idea of comparative prices. \ \' ca \....r was horn in Mid dlet own .
Rhode b land . J uly 24. 17li9. and died at Newport in 1848. " Ill th is
town 011 Tuesday lav . Holmes weaver. Esq. dir-d ill t he 7~l th year of
his age. Form erl y Clerk of the Supreme Court of this countv, a m a ll
rcspcctvd and regretted hy all who knew him ." From the Xeusport
J l eyruyyof Febru a ry 19, I Il·lB.

Ex-m lk rt ioll HrnrvA. Horfmun
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