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GE~ER .\I. (;I.O\'ER·S ROLE I X T HE B .:vrri.r; OF
RHODE !S).A!'\IJ
,,~, ( ; f: OI<nV..\. B!l.I. l\ .~ 1

_\~.;s t" n t Prof ......." of H ;"IO,,-, Cui" ..r. it, of ~h i ",'

Historia ns ha w tend ed to me-interp ret the wit- pla vcd hy Hngudu-r
C"IIITal John GIO\tT ar tlu- hallie of Rhode Islan d in Au g-u:-t. 17711.
Prior to th i:- engn gcmctu. the shor t . :-tocky ~larhkh('adtT had ber-n
a key fi.g- life in two br illiant am phibious opera tions. In a water-horne
evacuation that halo bo-n call ed "America's Dunk irk ," <r)o\ cr ':
rcci rneut had helped to fCITy the patriot army tr apped h~ the British
on Lon g Island ha rk to s.a ft-Iy in .\ ugUl'l. Iii fl. On a w id C hristmas
night Iour month... later, ( ;]mcr\ I11l'1l had fer ried " "<! l'hin,gtoll'l' <t rill),
arro~" the in·· ('hoked Delaware to make p()s..~i b](' the ~ ti\hb i llg- attac k
aaai nsr the Hessians at Trenton that helped III turn thr- ti(k in the
Revolution. Con-equenrlv. "hell s ll lli\" ,iIl ' ~ army wa~ evacua ted b~

water from Rhod e b land in the -urn mcr of 17iIl, historians jumped
\0 thr nJJ1 dll~i(J 11 t ha t Clo\'(T mu st have lx-cn respon sible (or t ill'
amphibious n-rre.u." Exami na tion of primary sources. IU1\\ ('\Tr, re
veal ... no thing to ~lIpport their ouuentions.

If mil itarv historians clai m tnn much for Clo\Tr with r~p("fI tn
the am phibious opera tions on Rhod e b land. thcv do not emphasize
enough th e impo rta nt part ]1(' pla yed ill the fight ing that too k plan'
O il land. The little Xlarbh-hcadcr . who had de-monstrau-d that lu
could rise to th e oc ra...ion at Lo ng bland , Pelham Ba y, and Trenton.

Ir or finan.-ial a..i' la ner in prrparinjl," this all id.. Ihr "" iln j, ind,'hlrd 10 thr
Cor Rr l<'"a rrh Fund a l Ih.. L niv..u iu· of MOl ine,

~Chri\lophrr War d , W " . of Ih , H..~,,, ' ~ t io .. (:-;,.... Yo. k, I'iS 2 ) , II, 5<12 : Thoma,
.\ llIo r) , .Hi/ila> ), S ,rvi.-rs and l'~ bli.- l ,if.. of .H 'IjM. GO)" til } oh n S .d lh ',,,, (II" ,l on,
l l1fi8 ) , 11:1: Ik nr y B. Daw\l ' n, Ratti... 0/ til, (lnit ..d Stat ... b)' S.." and '- an d
(!'\r w York , 18')8 ). I, 'B7· B 8: I.ynn \Iontr~" H" I:, T " t! , <r nd Robl <ri l ( :-;,·w
York, 1(52 ),2'17: Gro'l{" Sh..rr and lI ult"h Rankin, H, b, l. ,, ~ d R..d( oQI. ( :-;..w
York, 1 ~15 71 ; !l r rb.-rl T . Wadr and Rohr n :\. l.i n ly, Thi. (;l",io~. {;n ..... , ..
I Prinn ·ton. I'IS8 1, HI ; all .,rdi l G lo \"'r .... ilh , on d utl;n!'t th .· .'\aCu" l;o,,_

:n



It has a lways been assumed that Glo\·er carr ied out these orders :
evidence shows it was unlikely that he d id so, On th e day that the
seamen in Salem, :\Ias.q,husetts. turned out for the exped it ion under
Captain Sa muel Flagg, (; t'lw ral Clowr was still in Rh ode Isla nd ,"
On August 3, .... hen Boston boauncu were preparin g- to march \0

Sullivan's assistance, Glover was tak ing up q uarln s in Providence at
the home of J oseph Laurence." Alth ou gh G lon:r had nothing to do
with the recruitment of mariners. they responded handsomely to

Su llivan's ca ll. Xlarblchr-nd sr-nt one hund red boatmen . Bo-ton .
eight y; Xcwburvport. sixty: Salem, twentv-fivc : and a nu mber came
Irom smaller coasta l towns in :\Ias."'"l(·huseus and ;\ew Ham pshire."

T he campaign got under way 011 Aug-ust ~ l , a [O g-,L;y Sunda y morn 
ing, when American troops wert' ferried from the main land to Rhode
Island , the island on which Newport is located . There is no dinTt
evidt-nr« that GlonT was in {" har.L;t' of the crossinz, hut the opera t ion
had all the earmarks of some of the .\ Ia rhleheader ·s earlier am
phihiou... exploits." Hours before the r ros si n p was madt- the t roop~ were
pa ins takinulv rehea rsed in a military procedure that wa" unfamiliar
to most. ". . , [Tj hc arm y was ordered to parade [lear Howland 's
FelTY: ' noted OIlC participant , "i n order to e-mbark and recmbark in
the boats that they might the bcuer understand such a mnncu
ver. .. .' I " Certainly no one in the army was better qualified to
instruct thr- troops in this proo-durc than General Glover.

Orih.-i nally plans had r-ailed for a simultaneous landing by both
French and American force" 0 11 August 1n. T he Ameri cans were to
nos." from the mainland and attack the northeastern side of the
island, and the French. jumping olT Irom their base on Conan icut
Isla nd , .....e re 10 stri ke 011 the nort hwestern side. H owever, when
Sulliva n discovered that the British had pulled O ll t of their Iortifica
rions on the northern end of the i."I;1I11! on Augus t !J, he sent his troops
O\'l"r immediately to (l("C IlPY s orru- of the abandoned British redoubts .

"110" 0" GIl:et/ e m, d CO"" 'T)' j " " " ", I , ..\ u gu.t :1 , an d ,,\u/(u~ l 10_ 1778.
' Sa lly Il ro ..... 'll' to her sister-in-law, "\ "I':" , t :I, 1778. ri tl' d in I.oui, ( ;o(lSch"lk.

[. llf'lJ' ~ tt ~ j oi'" I h~ :lnll)' IChir3~0 , I'rlj I, :!H ,
'Willi ",,, , to Pi,·kn ill/(, ,\ UI(I"t :!O, l ]itl, Pi.-kn ing I' '' l' n " XVII , 210. ~"'''a 

r!r",cu, H isto rical Soci~ly .

:'I n th e order of bank d ra wn up fo r tl rc cro"ilt~, Gl o\'(" r· ~ hri l': a' ,," w,~ , to form
the Idt of th l' fi"l Ii"" . Jo na th;In Ti tcomb O,d.-rl y Bo"k, A" ~ ,,,t II, 1771\, ~Ia",,

ChUM·US Archives occxx vu. :li , in Stall' 1I" ",c, Bmtun,
" ' Will iam P. C u tin ,,,,d J " lia P. C utl ... , Li fe , J '", ,,, ,,!s, m,d C" ..oj", ,,d,,",,,,

of If f t ' . M{/ lI l1 a_, ~ h C utl. , (Ci ncinna ti, 18 BR) , I, fili,

34 Genrral Clover 's Hole, . . HI/IIII' of H. I . [April

a,L:<li n showed his uutt ]r- ncar Q ua ker H ill.:! It was ( ; lm e r's brigade
whk h prr-ventrd the Rh ode Island ret reat from htTomin,L; a ro ut.

TIH' ohjCd of the Rh ode Island cam paign was to capture the
("lWIllY base and ga rriso n at Newport . Rfillili llg' ilu- importane-r- of
ib har-b or, which could arc'omrnodatr a large fleet. the Britis h seized
the town in I ii6. Stratcuically located between New York and
Boston , ~ewp()rt served as an ideal place from whic h the British
la unched raids on both la nd and sea, \rhell the French fleet arrived
in American waters, w ashin gton eventually committed d' Eslaing's
for ce against this so mewhat isolated Brittsh base ,

( ;encral Sullivan was directed to take command of the R hode
Island campaign, Fro m the Continental army he was give n a small
hut d it(, Iorcc composed of C lover's and Varnum's brigades as well
as a detachment under Co lonel He nry J ackson. From th e French he
was expected to rcct'iw the active co-operation of d'Estain g's fl eet
along: with the 4,000 French troops tha t were aboard . O\'lT and a bove
these regulars Sullivan was to count upon the assistance of the New
England militiamen , who were called out to support him.

Ik ing- loca ted on an island, New port coul d be taken on ly by an
amphibious opera tion . Rcca llinc that Glo\"er had ferr ied washing
ton's anllYacross the Delaware, Su llivan planned to use the chunky
hritradir-r in a sim ilar capacity 0 11 Rh ode Island. Glover's Fouru-cnth
Continental Regimen t . com posed largely of fi...hermen and sailors
from M ar blehead . which had ber-n involved in the Trenton opera
tion, had bee n disbanded in 177f) . ~ T here .....ere no skilled seamen
avai lable to ferry Sullivan at R hode b land , Consequent ly, Sulliva n
promptly issued instructions to send the Marbleh eader back to
:\lassachuS<'tts to round up some experienced ma riners for the cam
paimr. These ord ers dated ;\ ugust 1, 1778, read in part as follow." :

YOIl will plt'ast' to proco-d to Boston, Marblehea d and such other
place, as you lIlay th ink ProlUT, to eng-age two or three hundred
Seamen or oth er person> well ucquainn-d with Boats who are to art
as Boatmen in the Expedit ion against Rhode Island ."
:Ifor Glo wr-s rok a t Pelh am Hay, ,,-,' " p,.lh"m Bay: A Fur li(u tt en Ibuk,"

X " ,... l"ml. H ;' I"' ;o /1Soc i"l)' Qua ,ln!)'. J an uary , 1'1:'8 , hy G eol'l':" ..\ . Billi" , .
1M " ny hi'lorian s h;w e lIIi, t" ken h· """" ", d Ih "l (; !ov<'r's ~t arhldH',,<1 rn : iTllrn t

w" s !ti ll in (" xi,"·ne ,·. S, 'e Ward , op. r;I ., 5'12 : """than Sanhorn, (:e" . j"h " C!ov ...
a"d H i, M a' blehead R e/:;", .."t i" Ih" R el'o lut io ,,{/TJ" 11',,, ( ~ "' rhk h l' ad , 1'12(1 ) ,
:Ill,

," Sullivan to Glonf, ,\u~ " ' 1 I , Inti. Ci lt'd in Willi,,,,, P, L'l'h'''' I, "A l\kmoir
of Jo hn Glo'...r : ' E,uJIi [" iI ;t ule HiJlm ;, ,/1 CeUa / jim , ( I tlh :! ) , 107.

I ~1 .,)9J General (,'!OI 'O 'S R O!I' " , Hal/It' of R.I.



!<; l bid_, '-\ "0:",11--1- ,1 778. E",. .. In'titut" , S"km.
1;" jom,than T itr omh Onkrly Book, .\ f tn Ord,' r" :\ u"",t I+, Ii ill, :\t," ""'hu

scns Archives , cccx xvu. :li, St at " II 0 lN ' , FlO~lOII .

I 'Craft , to H";llh, ,,\ uii:" uSI 15, l ii8. !-If';lth Paper s. ;\f ll l w d l1,_,pf l ,' Il is/o , in ,!
Soc ;r r )' Collalion s. 7th Sni,', . Volull,," ,v , I",rt 11 , 2.'i:J.

1 ~'Gl(w... (hd~rly Book, A"gusl 15, 17 i8, in E"" .. Imlitul.., Sak m. (ltl",r
writers r-laim tha t Glover was assianr-d It·mp''r~ r ih· Oll S" lli\'an 's , t"lf. Ord inari i\"
, ,," h ;I n appoinlllwnl would h,w ,' h,·,·" a "" ou n ,-~ d in 1':"n"ral orders. 

~"J IJ ;d., ,,\U!iust Iii, 17i8 , in E,,,· .. Im lit " t,-, S"l,·",.

,\ u.gust l-l dawned bligh t and dear, and Sullivan a,g,lIn made
preparation." to marc-h on Newport the follow ing da y. Th is tim e
Sullivan's order of mardi was more ex plicit. The road runnin g- north
out of XC" port extended about tw o miles to a fork at which po int
the East Road ami the \,'e:<t Road rl':-pert in'ly extended lip the island
in roughly a nonb and south d irect ion. T hese two arteries were to
he tht, main route of advance for the arm y. or the brigades in th e
first lim' , C lo\"{'f" 's was ordered to advance down the East Road,
Varnum's down th e \ \' c:-t Road , and Cornell's and (;reel1e's hr ig-adn
dO" 11 the middle bcrwer-n the t\HI roads.I'; GlmTr wa s to 1)(' in rom
m au d of the left wing of the firs t linc .!"

The army moved forward as planned ami ( ' ,UlW II ) a halt ahout a
mile and a half in front of the cncmv lim's Oil Tonomv H ill. T he
hesit'ged Brit ish looked up abo ut 1100'n of t he l ;Hh 10 sec the sur
round ing hills swarming with patriots. Gl()\"(~r still commanded the
left (If the front lines and was subject to the «nh-rs of Lafayt'lte wh o
comma nd ed the' ent ire left wing. !"

Lat er that day, however, G lo\Tr was relieved n-mporarilv of com
ma nd of his brigade and given other duties. J ll:- t wha t the n.uur c of
this new av...iunment was is not r-lcar.!'' GIO\Tr was put in charzc of
thl' Salem Volunteers and t he Bostoll Independent Compan v.~n Bot h
these units had boatmen a........igned to t hem, a fact which Sllg,(!ysts thai
Sullivanmight haw hccn conside-ring the po .....sihilitv of all amphibious
evacuation from the island even at this carlv date,

If Esta ing: had promised to return to a:-,"il'; the Ame ricans. \ \"hi1e
waitin,g- for the French fleer's return. Sullivan resorted to sic.ge opcra
tions. W hen d'Esming did come back on Au,gust :In, however. he
inn-ndcd to abandon, not to prcss the attack on Xcwpon . The same
storm that had halted the Americ an arm y on land had \\ rouaht
havoc on both t he Frenc h and Brit ish fleets at sea. IYE :<ta ing argllt'(\
tha t he had to go to Boston for repairs. Glover joined with Sullivan's

:Hi (,'1'71('1(/1 (,'Io,'f r' , Hole . . . Hnl/II' 01 R. f. [April

AhtT informing t he Fr en c-h of his Iaml illl{, Sullivan pitched ca mp to
awa it th e arriva l of the rest of his for re s.I '

IJ 'E Slaing-, though somew hat nettled OH r Sullivan's departure
from t he preconceived plan for a simu ltaneous attack, began to lan d
troops on th e opposite side of the island on the same day. But a bout
m idd ay, sudden news that a Br itish fleet was a pproac hing" R hod e
Isla nd r-an-a-d d' Estaing" to change his mi nd. Recallin g h is troops,
the French admira l sailed out to meet the foe t he next day, lea\'illi-:
the Americans on Rh od e Isla nd more or less Oil their OWII,I~

T he pa t riot s spen t AUi-: llst 10 as."'emhling t hei r army, and ill th e
duties t ha t \\'(T{" a"",i!-.'TH'd high-r ank ing olli("el";; G lowr was gi\'cll a
post of honor and importance. The first line in t he cam p was com
posed of Glover's brigade on the left, Cornell's left of center. Greene's
rig ht of center, and Varnum's on the rig ht . Glover was gin'n com
mand of t he entire left division of the first line wit hin the Amr-rir-nn
ramp.!''

Deter min ed to prcss the attack on New port, Su llivan issued orders
to his amlY Oil AUi-:llst I I to advanrr- th e following; da y. Glover ."pent
t he day drawing ammuni tion and ra tions for his brigade in prepa ra
tion for the marc h. T o make certain that his troops were ready,
Su llivan ordered the entire army paraded a t four in th e afternoon,
and Glover's br igade was inspected a long with the re-t . The firin g
of a cannon the next morning was to he t he signal to sta rt the anny
on its way,It

T ha t :<ignal was never heard, G lover. who was brigndie r for th e
d ay, awoke on t hr- 12t h to find a violent sto rm :-wceping across the
i:-Iaml.' ~ W inds of gall' force howled through the American camp
tearing tents aw ay and exposing the troops to the clements. Pour in g
rains drenched men's muskets leaving them useless, and m uch Pf('C
ions am m un it ion was ruined . Roads turned into :<cas of mild , makin i-:"
t he movemen t of a rti llery impossible. T he stur-m lasted for two da ys,
and d uring tha t t ime th r- Amerir-rm arm y remained paralyzed.

I IS"l1i\ ~ n to ~ I a'-""chu" ' lh Co unt'it. ..\" o:",t 12, 1778, ~1;l";l ..h\l " ·lh ;\ rr hivrs ,
~ "r.IX , -112, Sl a(... fl o" ,, ', 8o>lOIl.

I~Thrt·,· Frt,nt'h rri""t". W('l'f' 1,·f! I".hind 10 I". under Sull ivan" " rd,' n.

1;< l.ym~n 10 I lt-a lh , :\"o:,,<t 10, 1778, I[,-"th Pap" " , ,If'/HtlCh ,orll>' lI ii /orim l
S oc;r l )' C ollrrt it", s , 7th Sn i"" Vol. I\' . par t rt. 2--1-:'1 .

1.IGluHr ()rd,'rly Ho.-.k ..\ " gu,t I I, 17 i8, F. s<~ .. T",ti I Ll I.., Sal ..rn.

I:'l bid .. ..\uo: usl 12, 177Il, F. ,,,".. It" lit"t ,·, Salt·lll.

G I'IlI'TII! G/llu r' ,1Hole . .. flall l l' 01 H . I. 37



:lH Gnll' /fll C;!m'n 'J flo!,. " . Nt/till' of fl .!. [April

ot her /.: 1·lItTa l o lTircr~ 10 ~' lIl l lo lilt" l-nm-h a d m ira l a ~ h<lT "I~ wllnkd
pnuo-t , w hic h pointed out th e "ruinous cnnscqueme-" Ih ;1I would
rrsuh if the I1 CTt abandoned lilt' . \ ''It' ric';lIl armv. " Hut it W ;I ~ to 110

.uail, for d 'E:-lain g had ;d rc';\(I~ -aih-d for Ho~to'll .
:\I in u" lilc' French nC'c'l and tnlt' l>:- the Ame rican ;l mlY \\ .1:- k-lt in

.1 pl n'ariou~ pos ition, Su llivan t urned to h i!' ,gc:-nlTab ami !'O'u/.: ht
their .uh,in' 011 wha t th e .mn~ -houkl d o next. Glc)\CT' ~ rc'ply ~ho\\C,t1

Ihal hc' wa-, in fa vor of {'nlllil1t1in~ the a t tack in o ne Ilf twn wan .
H i!' fir:-l proposal was tha t Su llivan contin ue the !'ie/.:c' h y rq : uia r
approaches. even at the risk o f ('Xllt",in,g the army to the 11;1IlJ:t'r of
n-inforrcment s the British mi J:hl ru-h in 10 Rhode Island from eIM'
where. If rln- sil'J:e were con tin ued. Clo\Tr dec lared . s!c'ps should he
take-n 10 scrure thr- fo rts <"1o"e tn the fe rry in the northern end of t he
isla nd in Ill<' event an am phibious retreat bec a me nece......"a ry . ~ ~

(;[o\'l'r's secon d sll /.:"g(·:-t ion wa ." ~iJ:ll i fil'an l because Ill' p ropo......-d a
technique he knew well: a n amphibinlls a t tar k. Sc'nd ,I sma ll forc'('
ill " nats, ( ;lo\Tr argued . to stfll lll tllC' rea r of th{' redoubt a t the head
o f ["slon 's be-a rh y:1UnIT the- rrdouln was 1.1ken , a I.lrger fo n T co uld
mun k alonL{ the lx-ach and rum IhL' enernv nank, thcrd)~ hrc';u-h ing
t he Urit i"h dt' fell:-<"s in fronl of Xn~port , It h as a hold sd wnw a nd
m i~hl 1M\(' :-uc'c'eL'ded if <l ll c'mph' d. Cnfortll natdy il wa :- no!. W ilh
the mil il ia le'a \' in~ h is arlll~ ('\('r~ d,l~ ill a larminl: llum lx'T'!' Su!li\';m
fd l h i ~ forte wa.~ lou wt'.lk to la lllll-h !'lIC'h a n attar k.

Rt' tn 'a l \~a!' the onl~ a!t{'nM ti\(,. \ r or kim:: paniC!' h ild ht'(' n hll:-i l~

pn'pa ring a pt-)$ition for t he a rlll~ o n t he no rt hem end (If tht, i_..land
fo r 1«JJlW t inw . Hea\ ' ~ "tun~ and ha g-,ga L{c' were ~nt hack in ad\'anre
~) that t he a nn~ rOllld n unt· IIIwnulm her{'d. , \ ~ darkne s." dC"1«end ed
(Ill tin- n t'n ing o f "\UI:II:-1 :!R, Ihc' . \ ll1n ir ' lIl ann y q uic·tly !'l rllr k its
ten I!' and mu\·t·d o u l. S hou lde ri nl.: t he ir knap:<.ack Y>, G lo\('r'!, hri g-adt'
wili l lhe n·~t of the Iefl \~ illg: w {'ari ly trud g-ed ha ck III' t he Ea!'t Rna d ,: '
n~ Ih n T t hL' HeXI lllorn inJ: t he pal riot a rm~ took up a Ill'W po,..il io n

~IS"lli\;on ,md II i, Officc n [" d· E, t"i"'l, ,\ UIt" ' 1 22, 1778, in { lti, c; _1I '1ll1l1l,, " d ,
I ,d l'" "tid I' ap" . 0/ .11aj(l1·G,,,,,,,t J"h " S~/lh'a" (C o llco rd , I ~J:I I L 1I.~"3,24 h :

I", ,,,'i,,,,[ t,.. " il" d ;)S S~lIioa" Pat''' ' ,

~~ ( ; I"\T 1 1O S"lIiva n, '\" It", t 2'1, 17iM, Ibid.. ~ (;1-2 t;~,

~:r( ; f'lI ....a l Nal h,m a,·1 G n...,w ,,1'0 po ill t...l 0\11 th e 'altu' p" " ihilil in fur .ud, all
"u,,,'k, (; n 'e ,ll' to Su llivan, . \ " 1( 11 ' [ 2:1 , 1778, Ibid.. ~ .".:l · 2 5 .j. ,

~ISlI lli,-;on to Ti tcomh, .\"1("'[ 27, 177M: r. t'n...,,1 (l,de", _\ IIIt" , [ 27, 177fl,
h"th in Ju m. cha n Ti tcomh ( h dnl}- Bo>ok, '-! "" ,,('hu, ct h ,\ Rhiv"', , ;<:<;S);\-". :17,
St,H... 1I0u,,', Bo,ton.

1~1:)~1 1 ( ; f1 I0 fl ! Glm 'n's Holt- .. . l tattle flf U. I. .\9

in the \'icinit~ of Butt :- lI ill. Sulliva n's left r-xn-ndr'd to rlu- East Roa d
a nd h i!' righl to the \r c~1 Roa d and there \\n c' cO\"l·ri ng: partie- on
each l1anl.2,;

It was dawn hdon' ttu- British commander, Sir Robe rt Pil:0t ,
discovered Ih t· Americans had g-O!1{'. Twn columns \~ert' sent in
p ursuit up each of tilt' main roads. Pigot'!' mmc' wax, in reahtv. onl~

a rcconnaisance in forn' IX'('a uS(' man~ o f hi" troop:- remained behind
10 defend Ihc' :"\e\\ pOlt lim-s lest the ..\ nll' rk a n maneuver prow' a
ru,<,(· . ~': T he co lumn -pccdi nc up the Ea:-t Roa d wa~ headed b y
Hrig:adier-G t'nnal Smith a nd was compo-ed of vcu-rau British Ir()/lp~

inrludin o the Tw en tv-sccund a nd Fortv-third R t'~inlCnts a nd t he
fla nk r-ompanics of tl;e Thirt y-eighth a n~1 Fift y. fot;rt h Rl'giml'nt~, ~ ;
A ho llt ;;C'\Tn in tht· mornin g: thl' advance of this column C'I\COUIlh'tTcl

and rt'n.. ivvd ,..harp fin ' from t hl' American rr-ar g:ua rd and pic ket
SIT(,(,lIill,l: thv Pa lriot arm y. W hik CC'IIna l Sm it h ruched lip n-.
in forccments and brou ght up ,L{ l lllS, the Anu-r ica ns kept lip a retreat 
ing fire and Iell bark to Qua ker H ill.

GltJ\'er, \\ ho~c.' quarters wert- located in a ho u",' a t the foo t a nd
east o f Quaker H ill, na rnmly esca ped inj ll r ~ a nd deat h a-, a resul t
o f th is British (·a llll()n<ld t,. ~, Hc' a nd hi~ :-tafT \\erc'l<illi n~ at the table
h u rri ed ly !'\\a llo\\ il1g t1wir b rea kfa.\'t \\ hil l' the ir hor",-'s ~IINld !'o.lddled
a l Ihe dour. Finall y Ihc' firing o n thl' h ill hl'p me ~I hc'a \ y and incf'!'
!'OlIlt Ihat Glo\-t' r onh'rrd R ufus K in g, Ih{'n a ~Otll1t.: la\\ "tudent who
ha d \ o lunl l:t'rl:d hili S('f\,in":; a " aid{'.de-c;lmp. In mount and inn~ti

1::.111: wha l and wIwr C' tht' firing wa!,.:21' K in l: Id l t he' tablc' a nd a nolher
cdlin' r na m ed S lwrhurnr look his p IaCT. X II "'ltmcT \\ as S herhunw
sea lc'd Ihan a ~1X'nt ('<l n nOJl ha ll \~ h i~t l ('d t hrough an n pc-n \~ indO\\ ,

and ha rdy mi ....-.i uL{ t he ot he r n flic('r:; Mna~l l('d into S he rlmnw':; foo l.
:-. Ilt' rbur n{' had to ha n ' hi~ kg a mpula ted, h u t his morale \\,l!' IO\\('fl'd
fOI flt ht'f rea!'o t1!', " ['I']Ilt' 10""" o f a leg m h::hl 1M' hortlt'," he ~i _ghed,

" hut 10 bl' o ll u !c-ml1n! all fut ur c' life to ;<.;ty I Inst my k g: Illltkr hrl'a k·

~·"S"lli"an to I'T", i,knl of ( :OIl IH(''', '-\"!t",t :11, I n fl, Sul/;I'"'' P'It'n., . ll,
2Rfl·281.

~';Di"'r 0/ F" d" ;r4 .H" , * "" i ~ ICamhri tllt " . l'no), ll. :IMl ,
~~ I'i.I( " [ c O Clin!o" , ' \'''(U'' :11, 17ill, ill r"' ..... ,urr, "" , ,-jr., I, 14 ~ .4 -1 - I ,

~' Ik,id ... th(' (U';or mi" d",r ri l,..d "hu..,', r.l o ,-c['·, IIn r'" ",IS kilk J ill ti l!' rOllt'S.,
of Ih,' h"llk of Rh" J ,· ],I.md , S" l1 i,,;m !<l Wa,lI i"'/loll, Sqlt,·mhn 15, 177M,
Sulli/!a ~ 1'" p" J. It , :1-12-:\-1'1 ,

~" For Killl( ', ",.puintn"·[li ,IS ( ;[0 \'1"1'" "ide·d... ·,.;u" l' "T ( ;Io \,n O rde,]" Boo k.
,\ul(u'l 17, 1778, in E.,,·, 1t" l il ul '·. S"I,·m.



a"TI,..od",~ SiLer, nL A ulobi oll'" til, .1' 0/ C o/",,,j / ,,1,'1 T rll"l b ,.I1 ( :,\,'W ILo \'l"ll,
1'l 'j'l) , ·HI : hn l'i n::ift... , ci led ," ·I'. u",1,,'/1' 1 A " /ob;o!!,,,ph )

:lITrllmb,dl's .i"'"bi"~r,,p h)', 47.
:1:lDi" ,), of F" ,tn ieA .HMAn ,";" . op . eil ., n. :\8:!.
:\:l /bid.

fa :-t t,lhlt " i... too bad ." ~"

TIU' ca nnon hall wa.~ a grim souveni r from the fig:htine: that M\ir1nl
ato p Q uaker H ill. Colunel Edward \\"ie: e: lNowort h with his n'e:iml'J1I
was holdim; the kev po-inon in -piu- of the poundinc they Wl'fe tak
in.!,: from British l":'un ~. There \\a :oo danuer from another quarter. how
l" r-r. The hard-driving H~..ian column that had hcC'11 :<t'nt lip the
\\'n,t Road on the other <ide uf the isla nd alreadv had out flanked
\\·i.e:.g1t....worth·!' post , and 0 11I' regiment surg ing ea ...t wa l' on thr- point
of r na kine; con tact with the Briti1'h column. thus cua ine; o fT \\' i e;~ks

wo rt h's re treat. Xut a mome nt too soon, J ohn Trumbull. :<till of till'
( :1nun-rt inn gO\'lTnOr ( in later life the fam ous painn-r ) who was act
il l .1,(" as Sullivan's aide-de-ca mp at the time. was sent up the shell-swep t
hill tn nrdr-r \\"ig.e:ll's\\ onh to n 't irl'.31 Back dow n the northern ..lope
of QUilklT Hill r-amc \ \ 'ie:gks\\ orth , with Smith's tmops ill hot pur
suit. American roin forr-rmcnts rushing" up the long: st raig ht incline
10 assist \\' i,I::g-leswort h ~ Iann'd Li p to ~'I~ a ho rde of friend and foe
a like d l':<t"I'ndinK upon them. " [T Jhey too k to their heels alone: with
the rest." obse rved a Brit ish officer a t the scene, "and did not ..top
till ttwy r-anu- to the C ro», rnad ," 3~

J u..t nort h of the cross road men tion ed was the p e-ition ax..iuncd
to G lo\"('r in the America n line. Tlw :»pnt was well-chosen . T n G lo\Tr's
Idt la y T ylt-r\ brigade crouching behind an abatis. On Glo\Tr's
right \\ a~ Colonel Christophl'r Grel"ne, \\ha<c hrie:ade inrludc,t1 a
rq .6llwnt of :'\e~ t rooJ>!' raist'd ill Rhoo l" hland. Clowr's artitlny,
\\hich had a dear field of fin' , opt'llt'd up on thl" onrnm int:; Briti ..h
tmoJ>!'.:U

\\ 'hethl"r thl' R hod e Island rl"tn'at would tum int o a ro llt no"
dqwlltlnl lare;dy on Ihe h...ha\"ior of GI"n"r's men . As \ \"il,: l::ll""\\'Ofth':
n 'e;inwllt anti t he troop~ ~'111 to fl' i"forre Ihc'm ca m,' ~tfl'aming int o
11ll' pat riot lillI'S. there wa,~ <I monwnl of pan ic \ \"ould <;Io\('r's lI11'n

too c'a t('h thl' fl-w r for rctn',lt and run pdl-mell Ix'fore tl1l' Urit i:-h ?
If t lwy did, t he rl'~t of the "\ II11'rk an line on the left would IWf(lllW

1I1ltl'llahk alltl the enemy fon t·, li,dJl as it was, mi ,~ h t prt's-'lo honw a
di:-,l:-lrou:» ;l1tack, Fort lllla tl'ly (; IIJ \'('r's Illen l'tood fa:-t and braced

Ccn eral (;1 (11'0 '$ Nolr ... n l/ttl,. (If R, I. [.\ pril E69j (; rn o ,,1GlnU ' $ R ote .. . l taule (If N. I. 4 I

themselves for the impend inc assault.
.\ lar.l::e-~' ;d(· attack a gaimt GloH'r':- po:-ilion W;I1' never ca rried

11I11 . Takin g rune (If the wa y th e Am erican arril ler v could swee p the
gro und. th e m ,III1lC'r in whu-h the stone ,\ al l... in tile" area served a:
ready-made fort ifica tions for th e pat riots. a nd thr ~n"at number of
tronJ>!' rna-sed in the viriuitv, the Brit ish decided to c'all off th e assa ult .
Smith 's column shuddered to a halt . and the Brit b.h commander
ordered his men back to the top of Quaker H ill where his artillery
cuuld fire down upon the American line!,.:1j .\s GI'm"ral Sullivan
described the action to COllgrl·l'.... " T he Enemy advanced on our left
\'tTY m-ar, bu t were rcpubd b~ Gcn l G!mTf. ... ":<~'

The hard-foug-ht l' n ~ag t'nll'lH ended at four in the a fwmoon af ter
n-pcau- d British atta r ks on other part s of the Amer ican line ha d [ailed
to dis lodge Sullivan from his po-iuon . r\ews carne t tu- nex t lllorn ing
that a n enem y [let-t with ninforrem ent s was on its wa y to rr-lir-ve the
;\' ew port g-a rrison, an d the Am ericans hurriedl y' too k ~tq1" to evacuate
the isla nd. Sullivan's boatmen prepared to fer ry the arm y hack to
th e mainland .

Sullivan had r-ome wry rlose to losing his U lq>:- of :<t'afarin~ special
i:-ts about a wcvk prior to the evacuation . On .\ U.I,:IN 2() he had noted
that the enlistments were close to expiration for tilt' "spi rited Citizen s
of Salem. Marblehead , ctc.. who so chccrfulb turned o ut to take
eharge of the Ix)at~ , , . :, .'U; Sulli'an pleadnl with them to :<t.ay on a
few more d a~:- a nd plMf"d them undlT (;f"l1l'ral GIO\('r. a man the~

kTlf"W and co uld trust. The Salem \'ol un t en~ W('fl" rdl"a:-cd frolll
Glm'er's l'urnmand Oil .\ ue:u:-t 24. and p"t undn thl ' "("urnmand of
( :Olond UT. to e;u<lnl the boal~ and to man t1wrn whc'n thl" Ol-ca.~ioll

may require: ' ~; The rolonel rdeITcd to wa!' nOll(' olh('r than \\"illiam
R. Lce. G lowr':-~,tlJlld -ill-("ommaJld in 1776 and \'I·tloran flf the l .on.1,:
b,la nd and T renton amphi hioll!' operations, wh" had \'{l lullteered
for the R hod e 1 ~ l a lld expl·di tion . The Sakm \'o]lInh 'ITSdid ~ eonwn's

work in tramportine: SlIlIi\'im'l' army to sa fet y, but wlwthl'r G lo\,lT's
for mer brigade major Wil~ ...till in n llnma nd Il f thl' hlliltllWn during

:lI / bid .

:I'·'Sull i" 'lIl lo I'r ... id,." l of C""l{r"" .. \uI{U SI :1 1, 1778. in S"lI il'''" 1'''1'''' ' ' n, :!8:I.
:;·;G I" .-... O rdnl y lIo"k, G'",,,.r ;,1 Ord..." . \U l{u, t 20, 1778, F. ,,,.~ In, titul,·,

oS .llt-lIl.

;I' lb id .• ( ;"o ('" rdl O,d n o, . \U I( UOI 24, 177 8 . E,,,' ~ t nol;l u ll", S,lln" .
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the operation is opell to question .'!"
The amphibious evac-uation conducted 0 11 the ni,~ht uf August :Hl

was a masterpiece. Sullivan made a pretense of erenin.go defenses in
front of his army and withd rew his forces while his working parties
made lloiS(,s to confuse the enemy, The operation was carried out
under the r-ovr-r of d a rk ness, Sullivan reported to Congress, in the
fan' of an enemy whose fon TS wen' superior to his own and whose
\ "Cs.~e l s held command of the water.'!" By early morning the entire
withdrawa l had been completed without the los." of a sin~k man ur
piece of artillery.

~ lilitary historians notwithstanding, it appears hi,~hly unlikel y that
Glover was responsible for this amphibious operation. In his letters
to Con,gres." and to General washington. Sullivan made no mention
of any important services rendered h~-' the .\I arhlcheack r in the r-vacu
at ion. III fact, Sullivan listed hy na me t hosr- officers to whom he gavr
full credit for the water-borne wit hdrawa l, and G Ion'!" was not amung
thorn.": But if G lover had done litt le to a....sist the Amer ican re treat
by water at Rhode Island , he should be remembered for the role he
placed in halting the British advance on land at Quaker Hill. For in
Iht' final analvsis it was this repulse of the Brit ish nt Quaker Hill tha t
prev ented a rout ami made th e amphihiou-, retreat to the mai nland
possible .

:' ~() n :\ " II; "SI 27 Captain Ftagg. leader of Ih(" Salem VoluntlTr s, was ordn"d to
lak(" d",rll;(" of ttl!" ho"t., a l Howl and ' s f ('r ry a nd a p pa re ntly su pe rseded L...··s COm 

mand. S,-,· Gluvl'r Orderly Buok , (i"Ill'ral Orders , .\ u l'!:us t 27 , 1778, Es$t' x In st i
tute , Salt'm .

:wSull ivan to Pl'"sident of Congress, :\ugusl 3 1, 1778 , Sulliv"" Papa ,. ll, 28,) .
' '' Sullivan 10 Wa,hinll;lon, :\ ull; ust :l l , 1778, Ibid .. 28 7-288 : and Sullivan tu

Presid en t of COllgrns, Aogust :1 1, 1778. Ibid.. 286.

T he Society suffered a saddening los." in the deat h or Miss Louise C.
H uling Oil March 5 of this year. ~ Iis.' H uling had been a member of
the stall as a secretary and buok krcpcr since I ~J.lS and during thi~

Ion,1::: S('rvire had ,~a i tl t'd the affection of visitors 10 John Brown H OIlSl'
by her friendly interest and cheerful helpfulness. She will he mis."I'd
hy all who knrw he r.

hy Do u(;I.." s EnW_' ltIl LF. ' c ll

,'\ss i' la nt Profel "' '' of It i" o,,-. \ ' a"d,'rbill l' n i \'t' rsi l ~, 1

l x SE I>TnIBER, 1675, with Kin g Philip's War sp reading fast. lilt'
people of \,"arwirk assembled in town meeling to consider their peril
ous si tuation and la y plan s for th eir securit y. Accordin g: to the sur
\'i\ 'ing record of that meeting. Captain Edmund Calverley. the chid
milita ry offi cer of \\'a rwick, complained that so m e of the townspeople
had disobeyed his commands, and " d id ,got· awa y to road iland
[Aq uiducck] from ther CdltT~ wit hout Leave of the sa id Captaine
And now ar ,e;on awa y a.gain!' . .. against the order of this !O WIH' And
their owne cngadgmcn ts.. .." ~ The problem before us concerns thr-sc

re fugees and many others like them from other towns in Rh ode
Isla nd, ~ Ias."'lChuS('tts Bay, and I'lvmoutb Co lony who ron.greg:ated
O il the island of Aq uidncck in Narragansett Hay to eSl 'apt· t he fury of
Philip and his followers. W ith Ind ian raids rn:ali n,g terror all a lon g
the frontie r from Maine 10 Con necticut , hundreds of people hastily
gnthcrcd child ren and hd onging:s, and flocked alo ll.1!; the roads and
trails l!'ad in.1::" to compa rative safer v. These wen' the people who , to
para phru-c a famous cnrrv in the Providence tuwn records. stav ed
not hut went away. In rnost r-ases t here was no di~,l:::ract' attacheci to
thei r Hight. Their trauic coulllnpart ..- ha ve rrnwdcd the roads in
every major wa r of modern European history. and of roursc the
Korean \\'a r as well.

Aq uidncck Island . with its 1\\(1 towns of Portsm out h and 1\'eWplJrt,
blessed with a Kent[y rolling terrain of fertile soil. and sur rounded O il

all sides by good salt water of the Narragansett Bay variety, seemed a
perfect place of refuge for the endangered communities on the main
land, Of these there were five ill R hode Isla nd plus a number of others
nca rbv OIt rcrritorv belonging: to Plvmonth and Xlnssach useus.

\\'1' like to think of our anr-cstors as the \Try embodiment (If courage
in tln- wildcrurss. \\'e like to picture thorn nmfrol1t in,g the Ind ian
rrn-narr- with romph-tc intrepidity, jaws set. trustv Ilint loc ks in ha nd .
r-lear-r-vr-d womrnfulk ~tanding by to reload the weapons as fast as
they are fired through the looph oles of the shutters, a ll flint -hard in

lT hi, article .... .15ori g inall y pn''' 'nt,'d as all add o-vs a t llw " ",,' t inl'!: of Itl!' So,'i"I}
of {:"Ion;al Wa rs ill Rhod,' I' land , I)('c,' rnh... :Hl, 11l58 , 1 haH ",a ,l<- , um,' rhalll(" s
for p oblication,

~Warwi l"k R,·wnl, . Town Book :\-2 (T row , n ipt h\" Ma rshall ~I01 !t an ) , Pl"
1-t'1-150 .



thr-ir det ermination 110t to vield their ha rd-won Pos."t·s.sion~ to the
s;1\-agt's..\ hhlltt.gh then- '\l'rl' man~ pe-ople like that in the Xew
England com munitn-s in 1t)7.'"1. Iht·~ were by no means tvpicul. O ur
.urccstors wr'f(' pn'lIy likr' l ~ 10 he a n'rag-e folk. and in rn a nv wavs like
('IIrl'(·ln·s. Tlwy wisht 'd III l"t llltilHll' livin .£:" normal hnppv livr and
they ptJli.....·s.....·d a "'Iron,:: insrinrt (If self-preservation . Their minds wvrr
olll ~ partially dicipliur-d III f.lll· the rcaliu of imminent violent death
accompanied h~ ma s." de-trurtion . So th~ Irichtencd peopk- of such
t'xptlSt'd S(·ttlt"mt'lltli as \rarwif k" wickford, Penaquamscun . and
Wn'terh h<.'/:("all to think about h-avinu for safer territory, ~pt"("iall y

'\ hen they deter n-d sigilli that the ir (war neighbor. the powvrful
Xarragan:-t'tt tril)(·. mi qht 1)(' in :'>l'Tf(·t alliance with Philip and the
\\"am pann;ll..ry; .

As early as the 30th (If june. 1675. a sloop commanded hy 0111'"

Robert Ta~ lor ...lipped into the mouth of the Pawca tuc k River and
proceeded upriver til WI·~te ri y . .\l r. Tuvlor brought news of the
somber devclopmems of the past fl"\' - day s at Swansea and of thr
sucpecred infiddity t)f the Xarrotg.mst·tts. The Wt"l'terly people
boarded the ~Iuop with whatever pt .....~sion~ they could accumulate,
and departed fur thc' 'nekonw haven of Aq uid neck. Our information
n lllrc'm in l:: thi :- evncumion ("( litH-s, intere-tinclv enough. from a kiln

written from thr- (wi/.:hl)()rinl:(" rornmunitv of Stonington, Connecticut ,
where rfu- pt·uplc.- " ere also ill ;t ..tatC' of fri~ht and 110 doubt em·it'd
thl' g-ood fortlll1t' of t hc' We...tt·r ly- pt.·opll'" in bein.g able to eSt.';tpt· so
read ily from Ihl' l'ndan,gned area .a

Followin.£:" the ~urpr i "l' aUa ( k on :\l l"ndoll. :\ [as....u·hu."l"llS. In a
part y of :"iplTlllc ks O il J uly 14th, sOllie of t hc~ pt.·oplt' of that fron iin
:-t' tlIC'lTH'lIt, fl'a rfullwca lN ' of their isolalion . buried wh ate\ 'er Pur itan
snupll's the~ may have had ;md \Htllkd their wa\· to thl" islan d of
rt"fll,gt' in :"arra,l:(";l ll"l·tt B;l ~ . l How long they rt'm,;i lled there' in lilt'
swi rl.s. an d t·ddit·... of (l uakt'f and Bapt i...t arg:tHlll'nlatio n I am ltliaiJl,·
to S;ly.

.\ It·anw hil,' Ihc' I" was ,c; rowing- a larm in the S('vcral Rhod b lan d
.~(' t1 l c · ll ll · n l s stru ll.1\" a loll g lht' w("stnn short · of I\"arra .l\"a wwtl Bay. Thl'
!'\aITa g-al l."I.·11 Sa(,IIt"1ll I'c·....sarus. wlwn q uestioned hy I{hotk 1... la lld
ollic ia ls. t1ai nwd to Iw ullabk to k('t'p tht ' young bran 's of tilt: t ribe

:1"1ho)", .. Sl~nlun :llltl '['hOI";" M inor to rIll" COW"roOT :lnd Coullcil :ll I la t tfon l,
J,u,,' :w. l ,i;5. ~l a , ,, ,, h " ,,"l l ' Il i. l", i.-;,1 S <>,·il"\ ~- . Winthro p l'al'.-rs, XVI I I, 1:17.

'~L",ad"' '' ·l l ' .\ n·hh-,·" I. XX, :Ul.

H .lIt'll)' to R llOdr l slund from "Flirt' Cellars [A pril 19.) ~1 ] . JU'rl)' to l thodc l sland {rom Th rir (,'('llll15 -I.')

in check, and advised till' 10c.1I scnlers 10 Maud upon their guard or
d~ l1e('. So reported Roger W illiams Irom Wit-Hurd 011 J une 27th. :>
Pa rt ia l evacuation of the \\' id d ord comm unity "OIl' already under
way. and hy the 10th of J llly m osl of the inh abitants were 0 11 Aquid
neck Island . Likew ise Jin-h Uull\ family and others uf the people
\\ ho lived around his tradinz Matioll at Pcnaquarnscuu took the op
portunity 10 move across the hay . On July lthh it was reported that
the Xarragansctu, were in a warlike posture. a nd that the majorit y
of the .".CHIen. along the weacm shore had fled 10 the isla nd. \\ hile
others. remainin g, were busy fortifyin .~ their houses a~'lin:-1 a possible
attack. Vacated houses "ere lx-inc plundered by the Ind ia ns." Rich
ard Smith. writing from his tradin~ P(J~t at Wi(-Hord on O ct ober
2 ith. remarked that man~ of the local inha b itants had moved away
and that most of the others wen' planning to do the same." Obviou-lv .
the Iewer the people Idt in a comm unity. the mor e precarious was
their situation.

Farther up the ba y the town of Warwick. bailiwick of the redoubt
ahle Samuel (Iorton ......as tryin~ hard to sta nd fast. As early a s June
20th we find the Warwick town meeting bll~ily making plans for
defense. FiH houses. those of J altw~ (;fl:ene. Thomas Greene. J ohn
K nowl es , Richard Carder, and Caprain Randall Holden. we re dN-ig:
nated as places of refuge and defense. It was agreed that the d anger
liil,'llal \,ould Ix- 1'n0 gun:-hllts.- \ r ithin a "l·t·k of thi s meet ing: War·
..... ick got a gond scare " IWIl a n amlt'd party of about a hund red
Xarraganscn warriors showed up in Iht' out..kirbo of the town. Fort u·
na td y. hO\H'"'Tr. th is :-tTms to han ' htTn a demonlitration rat her than
a raid . and th,' ullwdronw \·isilors :-lippt'd away ag:ain without t'ng"a.l;:
ing" in host ilt' a(·tio n ." (\0 doubt t ilt' affair ca used ~omc st·riom seco nd
thinking un till" part of thll:-t' hOlN' h(llder~ who had rcjened the

;':" arra l{a nseH Cl uh P"hl i'·ati " n•. VI, :nI_ .\ 1.'0 in Ill<' C"II,c1io", of lh .. M""a
,·hm l"1 h H istorical So<: i..t ~ , -tlh S,·ri ,·•• \ '1. :102.

"Iknry Sleph"l\l to Thoma ~ StMlton, J,m.· 2", 1h75. Col/u l i" " , of th l" ~I.,,'a 

,·h"srlts HislOri!;"a1 Soci, ·ty . :lrd Sni," , X. 117 ; Co nlll·cl i<',,1 ,\ r..hi ...s, Wa r T. 7;
Thomas S tall Ion 10 Wait Winthrop, J"I ~' !l , 167.1. M" s" " 'h,,,, ·th lI i' lor i{·a1 So
ckt),. \ .... inthrop PaP"". XV I I I. 1:1 7.

i Danid B. Updih, Rieh"'d Smith (l lo. lOn, 1~1 3 7), 112-11 :l.
~War ..... ick R..cords. Town Iloo k :\,2 (T ran. n ipl h)' Marshall ~tor~an ) , PI' .
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t'Rogn William' to John Wi"tluol>, Jr.• JUIW27, 111 75. COlllwnicut .-\ rchiws,
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C"II....,io flJ of th ... ~l a••"rhu'''lI. H i, to t ir al S"d.·ty . -tlh S..ri.... VI, 302.
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po~"ihil il } of t'\' ;I('ualin ~ lilt" town . At an } rate. d ur in).:; Ih,1I rroubh-d
sunm u-r a 1I11l1l 1)IT Ilf tln- \,.a rwir-k pl'Clple Iursoo k Iln-ir hc lml~ for the
~a frr ~hOlT." l rf Aq uidncck Island . thClehy d i~ ,h('yin .~ to\\ II authorit ii's.
\\ ho weft' 0PPlN'd to rvncuntion, as I han' ea rlie r sa id, Snmue-] ( ;or
ton . who had JlI) intention of IX'in A" im imida u-d hy a park of ye! pin~

red-kins, disdainfullv rt-mnrked . " ~ 1.1I1} people in t hl"!'c partt's arc
like soulcs dis rrac ted . runnin z hither a nd th ither for she-lte r, and 1111

where at r-ase; whole families tugcrher not lea vin e t here house, only.
but .good." and livclvhood abo: wh ich hath ocariom -d much more
spoile thr-n otherwise woul d ha ve hin .... People a rt." apt in these da}e!
10 ~'T credit to t'\Try fl}ing and false n-port: and not only SCI . hUI
they will report it a gainc ... and bv that mcanes they be com e de ceive rs
and to rmcuu-rs one of ano ther . hy fcarcs and jealousies."!" ;'\0 douht
the local Ind ia ns wert- well awa re (If the .growing pa nic' of the ......-uh-rs.
and wert' laking ronsideruhlc ~ati~faction ther efrom.

However . lilt' ha rd ("(1 ft' o f " 'arwick c1dt' llder~ continued !<tea tlLt!< t
for the rime- !K'ing. 0 11 O c!olK'r :?ncl anot her town 1llt'l'lin.g was hehl
a t ,\ hlch pe-rmi....-ion \\ ;t!' granted 10 Edw ard :-.t·ark the Eldn of
~(a!<han lt·ta l and h i~ liun il} 10 relllil in in ' \"a rwic'k as rehu::t't~ unti l
Iht' Ind ia n pail wa~ unr. lI Thi~ .....Trn~ 10 ind ica Ie Iha l Ihe loca l
authori t iNo in \ \' a rwir k 110 1 only intt'nclnl to sla~ \\htTl' Ihey \\ere.
hut were en'n look ing alwa d 10 the cla y \\hen th l" tt'lnporary cri~i~

would hl' a ma ttl'r of h i ~ tor } . Clearl y. tht 'y were lIndtTl·~t i l1l a t i !l g t ilt'
~'rioll~Ilt",~ Ilf the dang-I'I",

Furth"r nidt'!HT thal tht ' pt'(lple of \ \' a rwirk illlt'ndl'd 10 ~ t a nd

their g-ro ullci is found ill th l' lo wn re(on b . when:' il \\ ,1." rl'C"orded on
.:\o\'Cm!.J1'f .Jth thai a ci\i l suil fur c1ebt. \\'ahn T odd . pla intiH. wa~

a.,,, i~llt·d fllr In al a l " ' ;11\\ ic k Iht' following: ~ Iarc h th is at tht' H'r}
l ime wh t'lI thl' COTllmi...."jllllas of l ilt' l ' nitro Colonit's. meet in~ ill
ReNon . \\I' r(" abolillo la \ pla n... for tht· (·xJ>t.'d it ion into the :'\ an ae:,IIl
.....·u co unl ry whic h \\Ollid H'S1I 1t in tht ' (; r("a t Swa m p Fi~ht a nd Iht'
sulN"q Ut·nt tk~trllc titJJl Ilf Ihl' Ell gl:...h nlmm llni li t·~ in lha aH·a .12

I' ro \'id '·I1(,(,. 100 . il ~ dwellill g-~ ~I rullg- out like l X'ad ~ on a ~t rin .l:( "II
along- the Irn g- th of th e hill ~ i dl' \\ hich i ~ IIl'W ITO\\l1n/ h~ Brown U ni
\'C f~it y. wa~ ~ I j ll d inging- ~l{' a d fa!< t ly to its p(J~ ition , ,\ town IlHTtill,l::
hdd on 0 , tolx'f Hth inaut::llrawd c1.. ih patrols of six ml"n eal h to

l"Collulio'!l of Ih .. :\l;..."~hu,t'l,, Histo rica l Sor;..t ~ . 1Ih Sn;.... \ '11, fi28 ,
II \\"ar,, ;~1. R ,· ~ o rd , . To"n B<>nk .\-2 I.an... r;p' h, ~"'nhall ~ I o r !t ,m I. p. 151.
12\\"",,,i,'1. Rn ord, . To"n Bool. .\ - 1 T."nKr;Il ' hy ~{anha ll ~(n r~a n • p..\ .
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d i...owr huking: Indians ill l ilt' vicin itv. ,\ t1}one fai ling: to ...ho\\ up
for th i... ha zardous duty was made ~lI hje('t to a f ine of lin ' ~hi ll i n1::S.' J

By t he l ~ lth of :\'O\Tmlwf thr- ('010 11\" .c;ow rtllllellt at l':ewport ha d
lu-t-n informed or th e impending invasion of thl' Xarra~,\ll ~'tt rountrv
h \ the arrnv of tilt' i\t'W Engla nd Confedr-nuion. and i\c'Cordi ng ly sent

word [0 I' rll, 'id elJ(t· in order that the sdtln~ ther e rnighr be on their
gua rd acai n-t :\"arra~;IIN·tt rt·I.1Fat:on. walt er Clarke. who drafted
the letter of warning 10 Provid e-ice, added a postscript req uesting
Provi dence to " Lett '\'an \ k k ~ la gest r,tlNo know the substa nce t;f
th is." u Thus it i... certain tha t '\"a l"'\\ ick wa~ still Ix'ing held as lan
i\~ rhe 191h of Xovcmbcr.

:\ !' wr- all know. the ;'\ arra ':a nst'll u-ilx- eli d Ix-rom e full a nd open
111'11 i ~en'lll ~ following the a rr'ivaI o f the Enulish aml Yin their r-oun trv.
lnrhis wnv th,' clr ad '" da nc;t'r which. unti l now. had bCTH puentiul.
became in;n wd :att' a l~d ;\1 ;,,:11, SlIch "ettkl1l t'nl." :l!< " ·irUord. \ " a r
\\ ic k, and even Providen. I ' . fountl lh n ll"e!n " in the [rout lim'S. ~ I 10
spea k. It if' nil wonder, then. that f'till more of tilt' mainla nders no\\
hastened til pack their hdongim::s and lx-cin t fu- chillinv, \\ ind-~\\ I'pi

sail acr.~' Ihl ' hay to ,\ q uid neC' k. By ~I il f('h . Pn n·id t'nn · apparen tl}
\\a~ held hy onh a ha nd fu l c,f Illen Ihr rr cords li~t tw("nt}-,....\ell
n;mlt"f' - \~ho had {"f'tabli~ llt'd a t::;uTi<.tl ll at tht· hom e flf ,,' illia m
Field I(Kaleel aho ut m idway Ix,t\\ een Fox I'oint and Ro.l.:1'f \\'iIIiam<
~ pri n g:. Thn" men were holding- lIlt' tm\ n dt'!<pi lt' a ft '('oI1lJnt'ndalioJ1
hy Ihl' ("/JI lIny .l::0Hrtl ll1 ent tha t Illt'\ ahandon Pro\"idc'!H T and "cTk
~hdler 011 tht' i~la n d a~ ...o TTl all \' others had ah 'ead \ dum' , On or ahollt
~ ( ar("h li th tilt' Indiam fell ;IPlll1 \\'al"'\\il"k . cle':lroying mo~t of Ih,'
hou~"f' t hert'. and we rna ' " ",ume Ihal th e !Own was dt,.....·r1ecl for IIU'
rt'"lot of t he \\a r . \lo~l llf Ihe ttl\\ Il!<pt'11plt· ha d made Ihei r \\ay to .:\1'\\

po n or l'ort!'lilou th . Likew i...... . on ~Iarch :Hh: h. Prm "icl t'nr r t'Xlx'ri
t'llt'r c! th e full fu l"'\ uf Ind i,1Il a ltark. Although th e dd c·nclt·fYi of tilt'
ca rr i<.t lll managl'd' IOslln ·j' t·. with grt'al ('ft'di t to Ihem"l,lnOj;. a JarCl'
numhl'r of t ilt' c1wellingfO a ll,nl.: Ihe town ...1ft't"t weft' hurnt'l l to a~ht·~. I :,

1~J'hl' f :m h' IIUtH'" of Ih, T o,, '" of t' rovid, ,,( , , 1\' . 53.
I'Rlo u,,k [, b ntl 11 i, tori",,1 s".-!,·\ \ ~ I ,'n """;l't ", X, I·H, " \I1,li, lwd in Slllll ..

Fu, /h.., 1' '' I,o J /I ~ I" l j" l! r" I\ i,, ~ I 'hilip 'f Wa r r n.p., I lnll. II ,
1~' l'ubl;ral;01u ,, ( T Ill" R hO\lo- h L. nd Hi, tor k 'l l So.-i,'\~. V III . ltd ; T h , Fa,l )'

Uu ord f ,,/ IA.. T ou ''I 01 PrOl' id~'Irt'. \ ·IfT. 12 : A I.,,, ... F rom lA, Council of IIr,
C ol on y o f ,U"lJ'" hUlfltf 8"1" 10 Ilrl' C o unril of II... Colon )' o f Con'lu l ;tu l ( Pro\' i
d, ·oct ,. 11121 J, 11,12 . John R u, ....·ll lld. tk ll . ,·d .• f(u o"h of lA, Colo'! }' o f NIIIJ,/,
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The fo llow ing da y the Council o f th e Ba y Colon y, moved to p it y.
act ua lly invited Ro,c;n Williams to ta ke rd uge in som e P urit an tow n
provi ded 111' woul d keep quiet in m a ilers o f rvliaion. h ut the a ged m an
of controversy fnilcd to t ake ad vantage of the offer. HI

Unt il no w we ha ve been swee ping our search ligh t of inq u iry up
and d ow n t he sho reline of the mainland , a s we watched t he mo unt ing
panic and resultin g nigh t of t he pe ople. I believe it is no exaggera tion
to say that by April of 1676 no t a sing le white famil y wa s residing in
the a rea hr-twrcn Providence a nd Poi nt J ud ith . M ost o f the former in
habitants o f that area we re no w ex istin,g- a s ref ugees - dis placed
per sons, WI' have called SIKh in o ur own time - o n the isla nd of
Aq uidneck. Soon a fter the terrible hattie in the G rea t Swa m p in
Decem ber, 1675. the ref uge!'s were joined h y a co nsiderab le number
of wo unded sold iers w ho were qua rtered and ca red for in Newport
homes." O bviously, suc-h an influx o f refugees ami wo unded so ldi ers
crea ted a multitude of problems for t he loca l a nd co lo ny eovcmrn enrs
o n Aquidneck. as well a s for all the regular inha bi ta nts o f that island ,

Inuncd ia telv upon a rriva l a t Newport t he fugitives wo uld he fa ced
o y t he necessity of securing food a nd shel te r. T here ca n no t ha ve been
m any vacant ho uses aw ait ing t he m . a nd there was no o rga niza tio n
or a gen cy eq u ip ped to provid e larp ' amounts of food a nd adeq uate
housin g" for the st ra ngers, Of course. some of the new arrivals must
havr- ha d relative s a nd fri ends O Il the isla nd who would be will ing to
ta ke them in , but for the most part these unfortunate people prob ably
ha d to fend fo r themselves . 1\' 0 d o ub t it was possib le to ren t shelter
of some kind in eit her of the tw o town s, a nd it ma y be tha t the authori
tic s t here tried to fa cili tate suc h a rrangements. T em po rarily, at lea st .
food must have be en proffered as an a rt of charit y,

T he long-t erm pro blem wa s mo rt' diffi cult . No-on e kne w how lon g"
it would be hd ore the host ile Indians we re sub dued, a nd a ft er D ct-ern 
bIT, J(i7:1, few were inclined to be o pt imis tic in thi s m atter, It mi gh t

Antiquarian Soriety, Curwin I'ap..rs, III , 8. Puhli.,h,·d ill Richard 1.•·B;'rtm Bow"n,
f:orly U, hobolh . II I, [5-1 tj ; William Huhbard, 'J'h, !' rru nt SllItt 01 New f; nglllnd
(Lolldon, tfi771, fifi ; I nn~" , r :\b thn, ,~ R,irllf i, l or )' ollht W ar (lJo,loll ;ond
Loudo", 1676),24 ; John Hutchin, Cady, '<lh.. lkvd oprno:- tlt of tit<" Neck.'
Uhode Island ll iJl or )' , ll. :1.'),:\6 (J " nu a r ~ . El-t3 ).
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be several years befo re the rc lueccs rould safelv venture onto t he
m a inlan d agai n. In the meantime thcv must lin '. T he problem was
how to ma inta in them indefi nitelv while kt-eping the extra burden o n
the local inhabitants as light as possible.

.\ Iost of t he di sp laced person s Oil Aq uidm-ck were fa rm ers of a
sor t, and t hei r natura l rcr-oursr- for sus te nance would he t he soil.
E\Try :'\ew Engla nd tow n in the 1ith rc murv had ccnainland with in
its borders kn own as "com mon land ." Th is was la nd helonging to
the romrrumitv as a grou P. a nd no rm all y was used for suc h purposc.';
as pastura ge an d ha ying . 1'\ow in the tim e or crncracnry. with ref llgc('s
r lamoring for a m eans o f subsistence. th e loca l autho r ities o f Ports
mout h and I\ew pt lll m ade available to th em fn r pla n tin g pu rposes
some of the common land o f the I WO towns, RogtT Williams. himself
not o ne o f the refugees. me ntions th at sornr- o f the people from Pro vi
donee obtained permission to enclose and farm a port ion o f the New
port co m mon la nd . The town reco rd s o f Po rtsmout h . in an en t ry for
.\la rch Bt h , p rovide furt her ev idenc e:

. , . whereas several! plTsons by R eason of thr- troublsom times with
till' l udia ns an' n('("t'ssi tated (hy thei r heinge forced from their
hahirati ou s. a nd tlu-rehv Somr- of our :\"eigh hours ) for a Sup ply of
La nd to p lant on. and this T owne bcin pc willinge to afoard :"kig'h
bou rlv Charerv to men in want and distress. doc 'lg'l"l't· and Order
that o m- hund;Td ant'S if then ' he O rr-assion for S....;· 111u,h Shall lx
Sf'lt Of laid out in Such Co nvenient places ill this T ownes Comone
as mav 1)(' most Convenie nt for those th at want rclcifc, and SOt' as it
Illa y riot be prejudicial! to any fret' I nh abit a nt. an d what shall br
Soc h-nt to mr-n thcv sha ll improve hv Sowing'" or plantinge for the
time of two Y('an'~ from the datI' of th is .\leet inge. an d noc lonccr.
an d th r-n the Sai d La nd to hI' Ircclv left wit h til!' ff'1l("e~ to the
T owne. and 1I0t built upon, 1~'

O n Apr il -lth the Genera l A:s.SC"m hly o f th e r-olou v ton k furt her ste ps
to secure the isla nd against Ind ia n invasion and also ordered the tak
ing nf a r r-nsus. The people on Aquidnt-ck were to be classified ill four
g ro u ps: the " proper inha bitants." t hat is. the regular residen ts of the
two tow ns : " English now come amongst IlS"; X q.:n les ; a nd Ind ia ns.
T he las t gro u p. of course, wo uld c-onsis t of I nd ia n servan ts anacbcd
to Euulish Iamilies.!'' Such exa ct inform at ion as t his wo uld he of g real

ISClarrnrr S. Brigham, ed., Th t " uri)' R u o,d" 01 rht Tm"', 01 POrIH'IOulh
(Provid"nn ', t(JOt ), t88, t8'1: RO!,:!"r Williams, "An ,\n,w!"r to a L.·tt!"r S,.,lt From
:\Ir, Cuddilll,l:tUIl" (Prorndin CJofTh.· Rhude h lamJ Historical Soeit·ly.ll:l75-7(;).

lllFlarlktt, II , ."':>5-5:Hi.



and made SOllie other shifts which (;o{\ provided {or , It ('l ll , ~ t

"lhix was on ly the first of the charg'es a.l~ainst Coddington, \\"il
Iiam s contin ued that "whell l ' rocidence men had broken up the Land .
and plant ed the first year, and hoped to reap a second Crop, , . Xl r.
Coddillgtorr for his own privat e end , wou ld not ~rj\T wav to it."
Fu rthermore. " :\ poor ma n came to .\ 11'. Coddington in these lat e
b lood v dis tresses. an d oITers to buv a ltushel of Corn for his poo r W ife
and Child ren in grea t wa nt. u-tc. .\f r. CoddiTlJ!,ton though abou nding
.: . would not let thi s poor Sou l have a Bushri, except he would pay
hun a weeks work for it. which it is said the poor man was forced to
give him ." If t hese charges are true, an d th ere is now no wav to

prove or dis prove them , then GOHTlw r Coddington was a profiteer
ta king advant age of the miserab le condition of the displaced peIT-IlllS
from 'he main land towns of his OWII colonv. Doub tless others, too,
....ere eng-age d in the ~lI11e practi ce. Poor old J ohn Kin gsley c-om

pla ined from Rehoboth (now Seekon k ) th a t if the people of tha t
distressed tow n tr ied to obtai n desperat ely Heeded meal from Aquid
neck , "t here i,<; won wolf in the way. and hcc wil han ' mon ey, whic h
won of -to hath not it to pay, tho tha-, starve: vca I sh for I bushel.
caring' and Bringing There is unorher-, th at is th e miller , an d hcc
takes all 8 pa rt."~~

T he r harges agai nst J ohn Cranston as a wa rtime p rofi teer are
derived from his role as a phvsiciun undertaking the ca re of wounded
sold iers brou ght to Newport in the days following the Great Swamp
Fight . I n .\lay a certain widow of Lvrtu-, Con nect icut , asked the
au thori ties a t Hart ford to dkct the rel~ase of her woun ded SOil, who
was in the r ustodv of M ajor Cra nston at Ne wp ort. She claimed tha i
when her son was well ('lTough to r-ome hom e. Cranston had refused
to discharge him unti l his hill was paid. j,\ow in view of the strained
relations lx-twr-cn Rhode Island and Conn ecti cut d uring th ose vcars
over the question of jur isd iction ill th e Xnrruga nsctt counuv. C;'ans
ton 's b usiness caution is unde rstanda ble. Unl ike a mode-rn hospital.
Cranston at least did n.u. so far as we knnw, deprive th e pat ie-n t of
his trousers \0 jllT\Tllt hi~ esca ping to th e outside world {Te Ill: ha d

~I R O,"," r Will i" lllS, ".\n ,.\nswn to " L,·lt l'r Sr!1t From ~l r , Coddin/{ton·'
(f',ocndi,,!!, of Thr R hn<k bl~nd H isto ric,,] So<-i<'t\', 11l75·761.

~~Colrt"Tticut .-\u-hi,'I's, \Var I , fiR, l'"hlislll'd in J. IL""mond TrUlitbull, nL.
Thr P ~ /.J Ii( Uao,dJ of Ihr CO/"" )' vi CO""Nli(~1. II , H5-447, and in 1I0w('l),
Ill , 2ll-Z:I,
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advant age not only in planning- (or the de fense nf Aquidncrk. but
also in handli ng th e problem of th e refugees. Fo ur men wert" dcsig 
natcd as census takers : J ohn Cog-,l::eshall and jirch Bull (now appa r
en rly a resident } for At"Wport , and Rnlx-rt Haza rd and J ohn San ford
for Portsmouth .

Cla ren ce S, Hri,gham has offen-d the suggestio n th a t th e world
fam ous stone tower of X ewpor t , lar from twing- a prod uct of Viking
workma nship . was act uall y bu ilt h v refugees d ur ing th e time of K ing
Phili p's \ \' a r as a sort of relief projt'rt . ~" I know of no eviden ce to
sustai n or destroy this interesting conjcrt ure, althou gh the first docu 
men tary mention of the old towe r comes on ly abou t eighteen months
aft er the d OR" of the Ind ian war,

So far, the reg ula r residents of Aq uidneck haw shown themselves
to he sym pa thet ic, if somewha t reluctant , hosts to the misc-rabh- fllJ.: i
tin 'S from the mainl and towns. Now it is ncccv...., ry to raise the {'OWl'

on a less creditable part of the story - the q uestion of wartime
profiteering. Although it is im possible at this la te dat e to ascer ta in all
the fact s in th e matter. wr - han' eno ugh r-vidc n r-e to lead 10 the con
elusion that some of the islande rs ap parent ly took advantagr- of the
plight of the refugees and wo un ded soldiers. Specific ch arges an '
leveled a gainst two men : \\' illiam Coddinuton. who was governor
duri ng mo st of the war. an d Joh n Cramton . a phvsician. The witness
against Coddington is Rouer williams, w ho was not living on Aquid
neck. and th erefore ma ~ have acq uire d his information indi rcct lv.
M oreover . being: a t th e t ime cngagnl in rather hea ted routmversv
with Coddington on ot her matins, \\'illiams wou ld he rece ptive to
a n~ de roga tor y informa tion ag-a inst him , This docs not mean . how
"\'(' 1', that his test imon v rna y sa rely 1)(' ignored ...\(' ("()f(1 ing- to Williams.
a compa ny of P rovidcnrc ref ugees

obn-ine-d !t'an' of the GO\'l'rllmt'nt at Xe:('!wrt to i nd()~, ' a pi'Te of
tlu- Common to W·t Corn. ... T hey ind os('d and se-nt two nu-n
(t!loughtto 1)(' :len'ptahl!' with Mr . Corldillt.:1olI) to pray his.jJJI'Ol4r
10 make uvc of some of his windfall T n TS (whir h lay by rhr-rn ] for
two gales (tha t all might pass through, etc. ) B UI Mr. Codding 
ton, ,lIlrn" th""e poor P IOI' i d n ll l ' distn'ssed Souls nff with a
d" I) \'a!. l'h ('X/Tpt , ltl'\' would gratif\ his worldh selfi,h end" alld
"'llIJitiollS, whi,-Ii tlwi ;' gri('\,ed Souls. . tUTlwd away with grief.

~"K ... tn"th j. Co"ant, "~,'wportTo" "r or ~ t ill , " lllwd~ 1.,/,mll lIiJIO'l'. \ '11 . fi
(.J;fl"'''') . 1'14R) ,

ollt'lly Iv R hude hill/III from 'lhrir Cellars 51



:,:! . Ilw y 10 Rh ode I sland lrom Their Cellars [.-\ pr il

""ukd his aCTfll101 with the busin e-e- nllin·. But on the other hand ,
Cranston might \\ ell han' taken into consideration the rondjtions of
c':\traordina r~ di stres s \\ hicb prevailed th roughout rnu.h of sout hern
:'\ew England at t hai time. Fort unately, the General Court at H ar.t
for d undertook to pay lilt' h ill ill this c·a."C" althoug-h Iwr haps not III

tlu- Iorm C ra nston ha d ex pect ed . \, 'h a t the Al'WpW"t ph ysician
l'C'n·in·d was a note of th anks togethl'r wi th fort y h nslu-ls of Ind ia n
roru a nd a ba rre-l of oatmeal."

La ter , when til(' war was ovr-r and the Connec ticut l;olditT:- were
all bad from Aq uidneck's make-hilt hospitals. thl' ~'\'l'rnnU'nt at
H artford adopted a more bitter tone in recalling t he services of Rh ode
Island physicians. Tht'y spoke bluntlv of the "basest sort of profiteer
ing," and charged tha t "w hen in the sharpes t of the w int er our
:<UuldieT'S had a -nul'll fight with tilt" encmie . . . and retreated to
Rhod Island for recruit with our wounded men, we were forced to
p."ly dea rly for w hat rele ife they had there: and our souldlcrs when
thcv were;;ll wel l that rhcv could be n-moved into ou r Colony fur cu re.
l!W)' han ·jng not money ~ht·f{· to pa y, . .. C ra nston tCMllo;c' indent ures
of our souldicrs to :«·("\.'c' him for yeares, for what they had had, before
lit' k it th em pnss." 2.

Acruallv. the exnr-tirm uf imh-nt un-d sc,]"\,ic'(' in paym ent of dcht
wa!' far f r~)]n cx traurdi nan in rnloninl America . The fan that COIl
nccticut's bi tter cmnpla in{ wa:- ill,llk in conjunctio n with Iwr Il{' \\

d r i \'{~ to gain juri~inion owr Iht' ~arragalll't·tt co unt ry is of t he
grealCl>t signifirann'. We shall pt.·rhaps not he unfair to CmlT1c'r licut
if we con~llIdl· that the leaders of ht'r gow rnmenl \\ ere u:-ing: the
tragt"dy of the Cn'at Swamp Fig-ht and it~ emotion-("har~t'd :«'(}ud
a." a ~harp 1001 in their attempt to 1I1ldt"nnine R hod e hland's pr<:<>tige
at Iht· fO\'al cour t, and Ihcreb\ ~ain their end!' .

I ha\~ not attem pted to p~u~e Ihat wartime profJttTring at t hc'
t'Xpell:;e of rcfugn'l' \\as ~ellcral or wide!'pread on :\q llid nl'CK hland .
~o hOlll'!'t r OUlt \\o\1 ld nmvin C{lclclin~lOn, or Cr,m...ton , o r anybody
elM' soldv Oil t il\' l'\ 'idence hn e prc':'ol'llted . Hut it i:- q uilt· crc:"lr th a t
tlwrc WT~C tl'n:-iun:- ari:-ing Ollt of t ht' infl ux of rd Ug-t'I':- fwm the mai n
land to wns. and plc·my of roo m for :-Il:-pic·iun uf prnliteTring. I n pas...•

2:lConm·niru t .\ ,, ' h iH~ , W ar I, 70 : TrulIlhull , II, 276 ; "J'h~ I' t lili ,," ,,/ A Il,!!"il
t ill' ( r rm· id..n...•. 1(120 l. H-1 5.

~ l lAmn..ctic ul ,\r(" hin'~, For..ign Corrnpomk n,'r J. 22. Publi ,h "d in TrumLmll ,
III , 30 2-303.

1 ~'59} , h " ll y 10 Rh ode IS/lind ITOm Th eir Cellars :'"d

i n~, we might lake note of the [a r-t that ...ll1le of the economic pn"S,..u rc
upon Aq uid ncc k w ;\ :- relieved \\ hell, a t t he invit a tion of Gm emor
Edmund Andros of ~r" York ( the samr- And ros \\ hu lan-r, in I fi90,
\\ as drummed 1/111 Ilf ~t'\\ En g-land after t hr- GII,riIIU:- Revolution },
a ,~lOup of the Rhode b lan d ref Ug-IT:- transferred to I.1J1l ~ l sland and
scuh-d at a pl.ur- nuw know n a:- ( ; le- n Clwe. 2.",

SpacT will not permit us to explore- in allY detail the :-tory of how
the Aq uid ncck l'efU,I{ITS, a fter thv Will' ha d come toan e-nd. reoccupied
a nd reb uilt their ra\·a.gl'd set tlemen ts on t he mainland , Tha t t hev d id
...-1 wit h admimhle nluragc and den-rm inancn is not 10 Iw doubted .
l mazine wh a t a \'illage must han'lcMlkt'd like aft er :-u H I 'l'... ful a ttack..
hy the Ind ians. A~ la te a." the januarv followi ng Ph ilip's death W I'

hale a report from a Providen ce woman that on l~ :!(J hou......~ out of a
former I~J wnf' !'Iandin~.~r, The li,g-lIft'S l1la ~ not be fom pld d y ac
r-uratr-, bUI the im pres..ion Iht·y eomT~ i... a valid 0 1U".

E\Tn a cur-..ory examination of till" co lony tax r.uo, will reveal the
:-tory of sla.~I{t'fin~ Ill!'.'; and ...lo w recuperation. In lliifl. five ~cap.

Ix·for e the o utbrea k of Kin~ Philip's \\' ar, the colony tax was ...-..1 at
£ 300 , of which the tow n of Providence was expected to ron tribute
.£:,7, or I ~l ~ ,; . In 1678, two yt'a rs after thr- war was O\T/', the c'olc my
a g-ain req uir ed a 1t'\' Y of £300, hUI this time the amount required
of Providence was only .£ 10. or ;1 litt le oyer :V;, 'I'W II ~t'al>' la ter
Prm 'idence W , IS twin/{ a:-ked for 7(; of the c:olony\ tax r('n~IlIlt' , a nd
in 1701 t he prnportioll was lip to ahollt 16'";, indica tin.l{ that the
hattered loW n al Iht' head of the ha ~ ha d nearl~ re~ainl'd its prt·war
pusition rdali\"(" to the ('olon~ a... a wh ole . \\"t" notl ' Ihat in 16i 8.
when !'rO\ 'idt,llt(' wa~ a....~"("d ,£ I ll, \ \"a rwick was a".... 'l'.....,d £ 8. and
\'·~lerI Y £ ~ . By nJlllra:-l.lhe am ount for ~t"w Short·ham on Blot k
b la nd wa!' £ :!!I, for Port!'mollth £08, and for ~('\\pun a whop
ping £ 136. [ W ll Ih(' newly e...tahli...lwtl town of K in.I{ :- lown in 1678
p,1id a la r~n tax than I' rm 'iden n ,.2'i

Thl' ,Kt lla l n 'mTulJatioll of d":<t'rlt'd town ... CO ITlIl lt' IU nl :<lMJIl a flt·/,

~'"' D'ln id II . C"<1"'"ln, " Rhotl" h b,,<1 F" ", il i", W ho W"ll! 10 ' .'<>UI( !>la" d ,
Iii 76, During Killl( Philip's War; ' Uh"dt 1,I'HHI }/i<lur;c,,1 .HII I:,, :j,, ~ , V I, 21 :i-:!1 h
( I 1lIl,'I-Btl l .

2"M"ry I'ra y 10 Jam,'. Olinr, Jan. Ii, Iti76 / 7. Massad u lS"US ,\rd ,i,"", LXIX ,
'11. I'ublish"d in Fur lha L~II~" Q" 1,:i" .c Philip'. W ar ' Pro,"id,' ,w,' , 1'12:1) , 22-2 '1,

~ : Rhodr hl;ond .\ nhin., C t,,,...,,1T"'as,,n'r 's :\ (fount., 1072-1 71 1, 1-'1-" 5ol · .'Io :
Ib rt lt·lI . 111, 2 1: hrd .\ , .\ m old , "T h.. 'JOwn Brid~ ,' a t \\' q l.......·.:· Pul>licalio" ,
of Th.. Rhod ,· hJ~ nd Jl i"ori..a l Soc-irh , III , 12 1 (jul~, t8'1"> 1.
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th e end o f hostil it ies, with the rnovrmcnt hrin g- cncourau ed by till'
Rhod e Is land g-nHTnm en t in order to forest all all Y at tempt on the
part o f ( ;onllert icut to fill t ilt' vacuum with her own pionee rs. Eno ug h
people \\TIT ha rk in \\' a rwir k by April uf It i n to hold a town nu-ct

in .g there. Shortl y after t his the colony gllH' lIl 111el1l offered lo.n on
acres of land ill t he Na rrauanset t ruunt rv ( la ter red uced to .'i.oon
a cres ) as a n ind uc emen t to se t tlers. O ut of t h is a rrange ment emerged
th e new town of Ea st Greenwic h between \fa rw ick a nd \\'i ckford . ~ '

Everyw here am idst t he ru ins o f villages wa s now heard the so und
of ha m mer ing a nd sa w ing. W ith d eterm ination J ohn Swe et, formerly
of \\'a rw irk , o rdered t hat "upo n the ground where I had a Corne
and fu lling m ill stan ding. in or ne ar Aquidncs-cu afforesaid (before
the Crew i'll indr-ans d id destroy t ilt' said mi ll, loget her with Illy
ho use, ) thcr be wit h a ll Expedi tion tha t m a y be. Another mill
h uild n l " , ,"~! ' O n J une 12, 16i H, the General As,"t.'mbl y appo int ed
Conserva to rs of the Peace for Ea st Greenwic h. l'enaquarnscu rt .
K in,g-ston , and \ " esterly, whic h wo uld ser-m to indicate that resettle
ment wa s proceed ing ap acc .:" The intercolonial race between Rh ode
Isla nd an d Con necticut fo r cont rol of the Na rraga nsett coun uv wa s
no t soo n mer, hu t the fa ct th at the Rhode Islande rs hasten ed to
reOlTu py the area a fte r the end o f Kin g Philip 's \\'a r d nuhlle s.." wa s
an impo rta nt fact or in deter m ining th e ult imat e wi nne r. H ad it been
otherwise, t he r-onsidc rahlc reven ues a nd prestige de rived from the
Q UOIlSt'l Xa va l Air Stat ion m ight toda y be acc rui ng to citizens of
Connecurut rather than R hode Is land .

The fan s and interpre tations which I han ' presented tend to indi
ca te, I think. the wei gh t of t he burden which K ing Ph ilip 's W a r
placed upon the population o f Rhode Isla nd - Ihe mainland ers in
t he dcst run io n o f their propcn y a nd the abandonment of their towns,
the Aq uidnok Isla nders in the ob ligation to provide a haven for the
I't'fugt't's from the ma inla nd , It was not a n easy circum stan ce fo r
a nyone, with the possib le r-xcr-ption of t hose who were in aJ"1sit ion
to p rofiteer. T ha t ten sions a rose am on g the va rio us gf()n p" o n ly
d{'lllo nstra tes tha l o ur forefa thers Wele quilt, h um a n after a iL and
lhat like their m,un descend a n ts as wd l as tho,.... who rea ch ed t hese

~' W"r ..... irk R"cun Js, To..... n Hoo k .'\-2 (T ram... ipl b} ~h rsh all ~ I or l': a n ) ,p. 1.'i3:
n;tI'lk u , II , 57:1-5H, 5tl7·5tl~!.

~" \""ar ..... ;"k R,·"Olcls,-'o..... n fIon k :\ · 2 (' I-ra r" n ilJ1 hy ~l a l s h all ~ l or l': ;rn ) , p. 2,10.
:\" lbrll~lI, II I, l3.

Th l' J.j71h , l ll ll ull l .l / a l ; lIJ;.

sho res ill SUIN'qUCllt centuries. they wert: motiva ted by a rombinarion
o f benevolence and selfishness. \ \' t.' IO\T thrrn for their ("{HI rage a nd
t hei r stea dfast devot ion 10 a r-ause. \ \' e IO\"{' th em for t he ir virt ues
an d despite their fa ults, beca use ln-ucath t he old-fas hioned d ot h ing
and t he old-fashioned way of spea kin.g we th ink w r- glil1lrN~ a true
n-Ih-rtion. or mo re cor rectly. a foreras tin ,t:: of ourselv es.

TH E 137 T H A i\".i\ UA I. .\ I EET I:\'G

T l t ~_ I:l h l r /l r-<r-< LT/IL MEETI SO o f Tlu- Rh ode Isla nd Histo r ical Soc iety
was hel d at J nh n Brown House Oil J a nuary 8, 19:J9.

Pu-vidcut Alher{ E, t own l's ralk-d the nUTting to orde-r at 7 ;·t'l P,~ I .

' I'lu- Se("n'ta ry read thr- ca ll of till" nWl, ting and declared a q uorum to
Ill" preSl' ll1.T he minutes of the plTVious an nual nWdillg weI'!' approv ed.

.\11. Nathaniel ~1. \'me, J r., T rr-asun-r, read his !"ep0l't for the year
,'nd ing june 30, 1958. A copy of .\ 11". V (lS("S l"( 'port is printed ill t hi,

iss,1l' on page :i 7.
T Ill' :\ l ellll Jt'r~h i p Counnimx-, M r. Robert II. G"n. Chilinn'lll . rc-

por n-d tha t a m-t inc-rt-asr- o( 2 :~ nu-mbr-rs ha d Iwen n'(Tin'd d u ring the
~t',l r and that tlu- totalmemlu-rship ;IS of Ik lT lIIhlT :1l . l~r)8. was 1,7lJ I,

As till' membe-rs stood in resplTt, :\ 11". GolT tlu-n read the nrTro!ogy.
:\klll[wr" of thl' So,:iety who died du ring th e previous year wer t':

M rs. A. Perry Aw ry Lucius C . Kingman. .\1.)) .
:\ Ii ~s La ura xt . Baggs .\ Irs. HelllYS. Lanpher
Mrs. Cla relHTS. Brigha m :\1r , Richa rd C . Lela nd
M r. David B. C<unphell Mr. Alfred B. Lemon
\ 1I-s. ( ;i l1wrt C. Carp-mer \ Irs. J ohn It Lewis, Sr.
Capt. Ed win T. Day \ If' . Arthur R. Ma rshall
\I i, s Eunice W, Dex ter Mrs. Willia m I.. Ma umn
M rs . W illia m H o lden Ed dy .\ 11". H o ug hton P. .\k h-a lf
:\I rs. R. Leslie Fletcher .\ Ir. C;('orge l.. Pa int'
:\fr s. Pd er G. Gerry .\fr. Ed wa rd C . Pa rkh urvr
.\ Ir s. Rudolph F.lla ll"l'lll"d [el' :\I r. CYl'il F. I'rck
'\ [ rs. II I'Ill VCla\- I fa rt :\I n . Fredn ick S. I' ('c k
Presr ott .r: lI ill: .\L n. Dr. Cha r1 l ' ~ Pl'n n N '
,\ [ r. Da niel F. 1I0Ju il's :\11'. J oh n D. Sawyn
Dr, L( ·w i ~ II . Kallod l Il l'. \\' illial ll B. Slll'pa rd
\f r. A. Livingsto n Kl'1 1c ~ .\Ir, Cha rk s n. T oy!'

,\ fr . J oh n C. B. \\'ashhulIl . Ch"irrn,Jn of till" Bu ild ings and ( ; rou l1d ,
COlllllllWT. repo rted that J ohn Brown 110 \\,," is ,u"llClurally ill good
n HlJition. Th l' Iarg,'st it"llls of I ' XjJ l ' m t.' during thl' \Ta r 11TH' ti ll' pain ting'
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of thr- Ir im . IIII' paintinl.: (If t1w [r-n r-r-, and tilt" , 'arobti ng of the elm In..-'.
Iii- ,Iddnl tiMI t!l., ..1m lilTS an' in good condition and that till' Dunh
Elm di"',l'" had not inf"oI"d any of thr-m.

M r-. CharI." .\, R"hi'N>Il. J r.. reponed as chairman (If th. ' M uv-uru
Cnlllllliw '. ' that till' nt'" Exhibition K,K ,m had bee-n cOlllpldl'd. thanks
to a .1:" llI'roU' $lJM"' .L: ra nl fn>lll Ihe Rhod e Island Foundation and
$UM IU vou-d h\· dlt' E,,·.·utin' Comlllilll...· nf tht' Socir-rv. .....11t" ua vc 'I""
,'i,11 thankv In j ohn ~ idlola s Hrcm n for hi_ ron-rant am-ntion tn thr
projer t and ,II", tn lilt" ar chin-cr. Conrad Green.

M r. Clarkson ;\. Cnllim I I J, thi-n eave hi s annual report .1' l .ih ra ria u.
Il l' referred In a nuuuwrn( important additions to thr- manu-cript roller
tion. the largt·'t h. 'illl:: tht' n-cordc n( tht· Lonsdale COIl1I';IIl~' and othe-r
mill, operan-d hy BII ' \>n and h 't's. Our fint' ,01l."("6n" nf Rhode leland
log h:K,h wa, '·'I"lIld..d hy lil<' purchav-of th .. l~s of the hark Jtar),la,uJ,
18.:')1-1860. and till' ,hip / ,Inll d Q U"OI , IS56-1SH. l ncom« Irom the
Chnce Fund \\ ;1' u......:1 for tilt" purcha-c of additional Quaker mate rial.
and rninnfilming- of our voluminou-, nt'\\spap"'( files is conti nuing-. In
rnnclu-ion ~(r . Collins 'lrn""'d the need for additional she-lf ' IMn·. ;1

problem \> hich lit' said C;1I1 1)(' -olv ..d only by till' convrructjon of a
modern lih,af1 huilding-,

~ IT. Clifford P. ~lnll ;lholl . Din 'n fll nf tht' S....-ir-tv, then pn-ccnu-d his
annual rq"'rt . I It- ' ta tr-d that ti ll' ~;'xi,·ty had n ·.Ti\"l'd a $6 .000 .1Pl'rtl
priarion hom l i lt" t:" l\t"r;11 A,... -ruhlv toward the mirrofilming- of th ..
Stah"s n"\\'pal"'" 110\\ he-ld hy rln- ~O(it'ty . ' ,"ork is prot:t'l-ding- on til<'
n-ctorarion of tht' john Hrown Chariot , and it is hope-d tha i till' p",j,...-t
wifll'll' comph-u-d thi- yt·;u, l ie n-porn-d that till ' W illiam Gn... -m-Rlwll n
Room was dr-dirun-d nn Sunday. January 12, 19.iS. III doo.ing, ~Ir .

~ 1 "lIaholl >In ,,,,,·d Ilw mx-d for an addit ional member to th r' statl .
In hi, annual addn-o, Pn-cidvm Lowrn-s ourlim-d ~IIW of the sp('{'ifil'

ruauers I>hidl III' had workr-d on in tln- pasl year.
T he n 'po rt or IIIl' :-':olllinating- Commiu..1. for offio-r-, for th .. l'l1,uin~

y"ar wa, tlu-n culunim-d hy \ I r. O. G riswold Bo ynt on .
Thi-n- Iwillg no othr-r nominations and Ul-JOil motion duly mad,' uud

'I '{"olldl'll llw nOlnina ti"ns wert' dost'd alld thl ' SeCletary was illSl rlU'll'J
to C,I' t Ollt' ha llot fo, till' ,bll' a, lTild . Tht' ofIic('l's being dul . hT t",1.
.\ I r. Ed wa ld W in...,r, who I\ a, d 'TI..d Pn ',i d t'llt o( t hl' SOl il'ty, sai d a
f"w Wll1 (b "I ill 'l, n'ciati , 'n and thl' Il ll",t ill~ adjollrllt'd a t H: \5 P,~ l ,

F R.>,:'>; !\. L. ll [ :'>; c h L E ' ·, J R.• S"Ol'lIllY

1U:\t,li 7.:W ~': I :H .l i7 . :!1l

;'; ,yll ' ''ltl . M. \ ',, ~ •... JR., T,o" u,o



49 . DE S K
. \I(Jho~(m)"

I'Il )habl ~ Boston c. li liC). 17ill

Blod .A w nl . slant lid dt ':-.b of thi~ tvpc \\t'r r made in ~ l a.'....1t hU"t'lI :o..
R hod e b.\.md . an d Connect icut . Whik \T ry similar, the rt'i::innal
ch aracu-ri-ms of eac h sta te a rt', in mee-t in;.t. IIIH-:<. "lI l1ifinltl~ in
l'\ 'idl'll((' to indicate it.. ori gin.

The amphitheater interior is of a d(';.i ~1l fn'qut'ntl~ found in Bo:.. lo ll

p it'lt's, and the ela bora tion of tilt' ce n ter do.. r i.. 1l11 \t' \\Orl h y . T he
st r,li,c:ht brac ke [r-e-t ~i\'(~ it a 1(~" sophistuan-d appearil lltt' Ihan ,hmo(:
\\ ith hall and d;IW Icet .

Ex-collection Hr-nrv A Hoffman



(j()
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50 . IV AL I. CLO CK
Roxbury. :\ Ias.~achll~l'll~, I". !IlOO

S, W illard 's 1'/11/'1/1

\\ 'all clocks of this type an' often referred to as hunjo docks. The
' r illard family and their contemporaries ori,g-inatn! a design that
has pleased each successive generation with its simple proportions.
colorful glas.~ panels, an d a ppropriate finial. The works of brass, WCIT

designed to function within the limitations of the r-asr- and represent
i\I'W Engla nd ingenu ity at its best.

I II this dod an unusual [eat lin' is t hr: striking mechanism that IS

,>;/ ) seldom found in this type,

Ex·coll('ct ion C. Prescott Knialn

GI
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5 1. ~Il R R 0 R
Probably English c. 1780· 1790

:"Iir ron; uf this period ha n" a q ual ity Clf refinement thai is evident
to even the most casual observer. The beaded moulding. the 110:)",
knot. and the urn a re all part and pared of the brothers Ada m a.... ale
the ...."a ~l' on the urn. A!'o a wall decoration. it romplcmemed to per
h-nioll the furniture of the period and emphasized the cb-gnnce of
the last q uart er of the eigbrecnth cent ury dN-ig:ns.

Ex-collcr tion Henr y i\. l loffma n

,' ".-

......, .... -
( ,
, \

'1""

,
• •



52 . CHEST
Oak

English - Earl y 17t h Centurv

Oak rh r-sts of th is sort w ere made bot h in England and l'\C\\ England.
Th is om' is said to ha ve been brought to Rhode bland about the
year 1637. It rem ain ed in the possession of the original family. the
Field s of Field 's Point , until 186 5 w hen W illiam Field (If Pomfret ,
Co nnecticu t, ,gaH it to The Rh ode Island H istor ica l So(:iety to he
kept as a me morial to the Field fa mi ly.

:\ sturdy chest of pla in bu t pleasing design , it has In-en fortu nate
in escapi ng t he viporous rcfinishirur th a t ha... been t he fa ll' o f many
oa k r-hests i ll At·w England . and a ppears to re tai n its ori,c:inal top and
the full knl.';th of its legs.

Ex-("()ll('<,tioll \rilliam Field



TH E R HO D E I SJ.,\ ;,\D I I I STOI{I C A L SO C IE TY

Dcrembrr t . /958 - .l l un l! 15, 1959

:\Iajor Arth ur Alle-n

:\ Ir. Henr y F. Anthon y

:\.1rs. Phi ll i p~ D. Boot h

M r. Elmer E. Corn well. J r.

i\ l r. Edward 1- Dwyer
Woo nsocke t, R. I

:\.I r. Marshall E. Fisher

:\ Ir. W illiam B. G reenough. J r.

Mrs. Edgar 1- Hatha way
East Gr""nwi"h, R I.

Mi.....s Emil y :'\ . Hoxie
Peace Dak , R. I.

Xlr. Henr y C. J ackson

:\frs. Rebert E. j acob-on

M rs. Rober t W. Kenny

M r. Josef A. Lorenzo

~fr . Walter R.•\ lart in

.\ Ir. Everet t B. ;'\'('[.'<011

.\ Ir. J. Kevin ox-m O il

Mrs. John F. Q uinn
P"a,'" Dal<' , R. I.

.\ Irs. Alfred 1- Ragosta
Wa rw;ck, R. T.

Il r. W illiam B. Ro,~ ('rs

W"rwid 1\"rk , R. I

:\lr s. Samuel S(·hwa rtl.
Paterson, 1\. j.

xl rs. Warren I,:.T eixeira

xfrs. 1- Gi fford T ibbitt s
E"st (~r""'nwirh, R. 1.

:\lr s. Earl S. T upper
E' mond, R . I.

:\Ir s. \ \". Freeman T waddell

xII"S. 1ronalei F. Viewcg
Wa rwick, R . I.

() P EN TO T II f-: I' t: II Li e

~ 1"IHl<l y through Fridav nin\' !o live

T W"day ('\Tn;ng ( L;hrary only ) "'\"'11 1011;1'"
{,'Imol Sl1IuJ,,.._,- III/(! 'Fucsdnv t'1 'Ul i ll ;:'"

JUII" . Juh and . lllgll'/
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