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F~:w ST Yr.".S of furniture , inden t few exam ples of th e denJrat i\T
arts, haw withstood th e chang ing s ty l i ~tie fashions of nearl y two

hundred years 1'0 well as the Newport school (If cabinetma king'. An
age whi ch no lon ger uses mohair sofas, whic-h finds must bcnt woud
rocking- chai rs ted ious and ne,gltTts rosewood ha ll stands, find s th e
graceful lines and com fortable proportions of Xewport furniture
fresh in im pact and contem pora ry in stvh-, Like rhc Philadelphia
c-abinetmakers to the so uth, i\' ew port 's joiners and ca rvers r- rr-au-d
some of th e finest furniture in eight eenth -cent ur y Am erica. Newport
hlock-fmnt case pieces, with their alrc mntin g receding a nd prut rud
in.c: facades surmounted h~ shells, may well he th e finest expression
of the baroque C\Tr r-xer- utr-d in Ameri ca n art. Ralph E, Ca rpen ter 's
an alysis of The Rhode Island H istorical Soc iety's collect ion in recent
issue s of th is journal illustra tes this fact abl y. This paper is an a t tempt

10 suppleme nt his findings by documenting the Iurnishinus (exclud
i n~ the furnitu re ) tn he found in Xewpor t interiors (rom l i llO to
1!lOO.*

Studies of i\-ew port inter ior Furnishing han' in the pa .<;t lx-cn r-um
plicated by a concern with antiqua rian ism~ all a ctivitv xorm-rime-s
asso ci ated with history, sometimes den ied th at lx-nefit. Hut an invr-sti
gat ion o( the wills an d inventories. filed in the I' ro ha t r- Court o f
Newport . revea l illum inating norms, as well as some d isconcnt ing
varia t ions. which persisted am on g i\'ewportns in furn ishing their
hom cs. " \ rilb anti inven tories.' S;Jys Nina Fktchn Little , "a re the

· 1"hi, a.-tid" Tl'pr~"'nt' with some r~"ision chapn-r 1\' , pp. 7~·11--1-, uf th,'
"u thur's ~1 ,,, t l"T of .\ rt. th ," ;' , "' Iho:- "'" wpo rt Rhodo:- JslaJld Jnu-sior. 1780-1800:'
\\' ln t"H " " r Prol( ram, L' n;\"I'r., ity of n l'1awan' , 1'157. .--\ !"Or" ha. lwPJl JJlar~d in
tIll' lihratr of T Il<:" Rh od" h la nd lI i, to ri,',,1 S"ci<"!y and tho. ,. w;~hin<: furtlu-r
doc"nwntation 1J1;l~' consul t it.
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T h,' 1I.\ "" 'To " Roo .. in the lI enr y Fra ncis du Pont Winlnth " r M" " ''' lll.
IU"str"l;on from A mtr ica" Fu' " iturr by Josr ph no"'ns , '1'10.. M" r lJlill" n Com.

I"' n" , N.Y. , 1952 , and used by th"ir p<:rrni••ion .
M r, nowns 5~Y', Th t ,'iru' E,, !!I"n d f". nit u" ;$ l" rll ~ l)' 01 .\' ru 'po.1 ori~in,

A desk " "d h."ohuu, ,, k"uho/r rhrJt o( dr" wnJ, u /u l/ rlork, "" d II h-" ( hrsf
"'~ eurvrd "' ,rh t hr f/ll", bo)"u,,/ shrlls u-'hlch h""r III udr Iht "'''''rJ Towm"nd ,/"d
Goddard lu"~~ u,, ,-I tta rol>lt,,, b't"kl",t ,,,blr, and a" rUJ)" rha ir btio nc ro Ihr
.Wlllt /!'oup. 1 hr brd, Ihr fiatJI o"r 01 tl" Ch ip pr Tld"l" pa iod i" th" collrclio".
""d pO~"pJ "" ",,,tc hrd r /uU'~ or , i, 01 Jf /Hw ch "u lI . o'i,,,i,,, Th , bed {"",il""
M h"." .C I " .~S a". blu~ ""d ,,'h ,tr p.inlrd li" n' ill Ihe F" " ch t''''e. [l'hi,h apllr
tlnc"b" thr J/Jlrllrd ,,,,,,ps 01 .oeOeu drtoil ut Ih, c"",,,,a,,d "llh~ r; " " IiJh "11'
gr"vrr on (o/Jpo.



2 T he F/I",i1" i,,~s 0/ S ew/IOTt l/ousrs. Ji 8()-1800 !Jal1 l1 ar ~ The Fur lIiJlti"gs 0/ Self' //(nl II011 .II'S, 171W-JHOI) :I

best sources of information concerni ng the contents of the houw il
."CU." This !'otlld~ is based primarily on for ty-seven such invcnuu-io,
( from ;1 total of ]91) recorded for the period ) which li....t t he ('staIn·

of the dr-r-r-ascd mo m bv room.
There is iI,mll) a more tangled or complex phase of inter ior decora

lion to a nalyze than that of carpets. The problem of no mencla ture
alon e has increased with passing years. In 1803 T hom as Sheraton
defined a carper sim ply as "a sort of coveri ng of stuff ... of various
manufactories. [which] has been a leading art icle of a well Iumished
house. for some vents past." Carpets were used widely in ;\("\\ po rt
hom es from all indications in the inventori es, One of Rochambcau's
officers noticed that "in many of the houses there are carpets at...l,
even upon th cir stairs. " George G. Channing in recallin g his child
hood ill Xewport around 1800 said of th e pa rlors: ".\ carpet was
the most expensive article, yet it W35 seldom of a h i~her ~rad(' than
a 'Kidd('mlinslcr:"

The "Scotch" or "Scots" carpet W35 to be found Ireq uentlv in
Newport bedchambe rs. Sheraton said that a "Scots carpel ... isone
of th e most inferio r kind." Thev were made of nett le a nd COIN"

queurlv had a coarS(' texture of prickles or stinging hairs. Thr oughout
this peri od th e S ru'/Jort .\fn cur)' was advertu..ing " Fa...hionable Scots
Carpet ing." Some home'!' had as many as three of them. The a p
praisal value placed upon SCOls ca rpets is intermedia te between the
highly appraised Willon ca rpets and the lower-priced home-pun
carpets. A ~ood \\"ih nn was valued at approximat ely six pounds, a
Scots at three pounds. \\ hiIe a homespun ca rpet was wo rth about
three shillings.

The \\'ihon was a carpet ha\·ing a back of stout linen thrf'ad
throu~h whir h Ihl' wool !'Ou rface was wO\·en. T ht' upper "ur faef' of t IIf'
....·oell was thell rih ('ul so as 10 produce a , 'eln 't pilt-. Thi" type of
carpet wa." ll" ll a ll~ fOllnd on ly in the largest estat es. Thrce Ollt of four
foun d wnc in t'sl;tlt's to ta ling O\Tr a Ihousan d pounds.

The So'-mH' l11 iJ.(hl Ill' said of Turkey carpets, T he\' "TIT found onl\"
in esta tes of a thousand pounds or morl'. SlIch a ~arpet was 1J suall ~'
ma nufan un 'd ill 'I' urkl'y of richly colored wools and had a dcep pilc:,
cut so as to IT.~('rnbk \(· I\"(,t. Cha nning: was prohah k rdnril1l::- III

T urkey caqll'l s \\ hidl Iw had secn in ;:'\l'wport when' hc ' d('S("I"i llt'd
Ihe fol1f1w in ~ Sl I'IW:

Lig:ht \\>1S not tlu-n excludr-d by wind"w shadvs and blinds:
hl-'lIce the colors of a carpl'l '1uil'kly Iarh-d from fiery red. dee p blue,
and gras" green. 10 brick color, 10 pah- W;lC, and In the salt-water
hue.

The ca nvas carpet was the most frequently mentioned t~pe in the
invcmoncs. It \\ as. made of (·naP.'!' unbh-arhed cloth whic h was woven
from hemp or flax. ~ lure (Iften than not it \\ as used a" an entrv carp<-'t.

O ne would have bee n able 10 find numerous other t ~ r of carpets
and floor cov erings in these houses including rag ca rpets, straw floor
mats. homespun ca rpets. woolen floor ca rpets. painted ca rp(:ts, a nd
G uinea carpeL". ~l oreO\Tf , carpets \\('fe listed in most am- roo m of
the house from the garret to the cellar. Xu home lotudied." however ,
had carpe ls in en'~ room elf the hOIl_"C. The one room which con
sislcntly had them \\a;; the .I:('rl'at rhamber or l11a"I('( bedroom. Ca rpets
were found ill ncarlv i.-, per (Tnt or the en-at cha mbers, SO pe r cent
of the parl ors. 30 P'" cent of the keeping: rooms. :?O per cent of the
urcnt rooms. and 16 per cent of the bed chambers other than the
crcat chambe r.

T he decorative quali ty uf the carpcn-d floor-, wa s matched b~ the
trea tment of th e \\ ails in .\"('" 1ll1rt houses . O ne of the French officers
was im pre--cd b~ the rill'! that "thcv ma ke usc of wa ll-papers which
.',n\"e for tapestry: the~ have rhem \Try handsome." As ea rl~ as I iSO
:1 traveler . J ames Birke t. Slopped in Xewpcre and wrote th e follow
1111::- rornmen t :

T he houses in general make- a gl"lIld .vpp-arance ... manv of
the mom" !-x,jlll::' hung: with Prinn-d Canvas an d papl'f &c which
looks \'e,:,' neat. O ther s are we ll wai nscoted and painted as in othcr
p laces.

The S r u·porl .I/erl' lI ry ad nrti:"nl in I i93 " a heau tifu l a;;,,,ortment
of paper han/."i ng for rooms." One ("an imagine the colorful effect of
tht'H' walls in combinatio ll \\ ith hnl rooll b fUlIli!'hed with ""ix red
plush bott om ed cha irs,"

One gl'neralization th atl'an ht· llliltk l'O IHtTning wind ow cu rtains
in .:\'ewport d uring: this pl'r ind is that tllt' YweI'(' both rart' and largely
confined 10 hnkharnlwl"s. Only two orthirty,one parlors had window
curtain!' - a suil of gn'en harrah'('n in 0 11(' inslann:: and a lo Uit o f
calico in the other. I t is il1lpo.,~ihk III t<'ll wh at p(·f{"t'ntag'c. of bl'll
d lambl'fs had \\ indu \\ l li na i l1.~, btTa lN ' th en ' is ufte n no dis t inct ion
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made between bed curtains and window curtains. If there \H'rC

window curtains in un lv OIlC room. tht'~ were usually in the great
chamber, Wh en found in more than une room, they were usually in
a lesser bedch amber.

In th e ma jority of C'I:-C.'S, the Iabrio, used in the curtains were not
given. Amon g the fahrics mcnmmrd. however. ca lico and furniture
chec k were used more than any other materials. Green and red
harrat een along- with chintz, damask , ('opptT pla te linen. patchwork.
and homespun were used for "indfl\\ curtains. It is plain enough
(rom the higb value placed upon them that curtains were a IU.XUTy

item in mee-t Xewpcn homes. The n~t (If fabric made window cur
tains a lmost prohibitive in more than one room. This is illustrated in
the case of one parlor in which the window curtain!'> "ere appraised
at six rimes the value of the tea table in the mom, In another inven
tory' the " .J- Wh ite window Curtains and Valens" "ere equivalent in
value to the estimate placed on one mahogan~ chair,

O ne of the chid values (If these inventories is their detailed por·
rrayn l of the com mon place and typical objrc ts, The upholstery Iab
rics. for example. were .gh en in ncarlv half of the inventories (or chair
seats. Tht"TC "ere, to be -ure. consistent palH'rns found in the treat
meri t ,l,ri"en 10 chairs ill different rooms" hic h re flect an adherence
10 a widely accepted sl ~ le.

T o serious students of American drcorative arts, there arc manv
q ue-tion -,co ncern ing the use o( uphub.lt·ry fa br ics 011 period furniture
whic h a rc yet unanswered. Til :«1I1W of the-se q ue-nons this stlld~

offers some te ntative unswt-rs. In I h (' finl place. parl or chain. as seen
in the inventori es were- usually covered " ilh lea ther or horv..ha ir, b UI
1H"'l'T fabrics. All ana lvsis (If h\l'nty IM rlof:o. sho,,~ t hat /5 per cent
had leal her bottomed chairs. '20 Ps" rent had horseh air chai r seats.
and 5 per cent had fla~ sccat:-. Furt hermore. the favori te typt.· uf chair
fou nd in bcdrhambrrs had either straw, ha nateen. or lea ther seat:-.
Alm ost .J- j per ren t of t he c-hairs [ound in ln-drooms were straw
bottomed , J 1 P'" r-ent \ \ TrT harr.urcu , and I '~ per rent were leather .
Among th e lx-dr- harnl u-r inventorirs Iht'IT i.~ also nne instance "her r
horsehair was u-cd . WI(" insnuur- of calico rovers, and mu- r-ase wh ere
a bedc hamber \\31' furnishrd with \\ 'indst'r rh.rirs. Finall y, there is
eviden ce th at harmony \ ' ;1S snnwli lllt's stHlg hl ill a bedcha mber h y
using: ma tching fabrics for IIII" chairs and Ihe bed hal1 gi llg~. 111 cnn- in-

I'.\KLOK H l:XTER H o e SE



It was a ~l'neral impre-cion. that the- briah uu-ss of those
[andirons] which co uld he polished was a ,ign of the l1t'aln~, which
pres'ailcd in the hou.....

The show l an d ton~ wcn" im po rta nt tools in trndin~ a fire. The
illH'ntor ics oh en disti n~tli...h !x·tw(....n the bra!'." and sti'c1 ~hO\'eI and
tllll,g-s. The h<-)]m\ s whirh wl'rr IN'd to hl,m thr lir(' wer(' made of all
uppt.·r and lower l"M la rd joined by llnihk Iealhl'f sides, Chan ning
n 'memhcred th at :

T hl' l)i'llow. and III(' Iwar th blush ( ti ll' forllwr studd,'d wilh
p"l i,hr d naik and till' lalh'1 I'a intt 'd ill lint's o r riH'ks) hu ng "I
oJlpmit,· sid,-, of till' lin 'plan ·. mn n' ror ~hnw tha n ll't ',

.-\ lalt'r h i...tor ian of X( ,\\ Eng-la nd ('(mlt'nd s tha l Il('llows wert'
of I'osll\' \\O'X! and I,·atlwl'. with h rOl "" nails and 110M '. ,-a rnislwd
and hu,:nistwd . tlwy \\'1'1(' " nn ' ,,('('n in {'\'n\' frOll t rOOI)), ' ll' I)(" lldn]
0 11 o n" "id,·. and a hrush o n till' OIhtT. of JIll" fin' plan·.

p.u lors stress the impona ure of artificial lit::hti n t:: in th e hom es .
( : ha nn in~ sta tes from ex perience that "r-andle, WI'f(' a great luxurv ..
a t this time. Lven thnuuh man~ of the candles wr-re- ho memade, t ill'
l1e\\:o.p.l pt.'P.- ran a d veni-cmen ts on " Imported from X e\\ York....
Dip'd T allow Candll.... ill Bo xe-.' · Speakinc of thr- Ii~IO\ C hanning
reca lled th at :

Our forefatherv we-rt- conu-nt to g-ropr at niJ,l: lu hy If\l' li,,;::ht of a
farth ing- vandh-, and. In i~ni lt' ir, had n', our"!' 10 a rindr-r-box. with
ih Hi llt and slt·.-I acrompa nimen rs.

Whik the ca nd les \\l' f( ' usuall y kept in a tin r-and lcbox in the kitchen .
there is one occu rrenr r- of a r-andlcbox in a bed chamb er in add ition to
uru- "hra~" randlebox' in a kitchen d oSf'1. (;la~" lamp s and "0~ 1

lamps" a re out num bered hcavilv hy brass c ,lIH Il ('sti r k,~ in a ll of these
inve ntori es.

It has been claim ed tha t " a nd irons were ill a ll [XI'W Englan d]
hou seholds" l'X("ept a few of abject povcnv." TIll' Xcwpon invr-n 
torie s are rich in their con tent of heat ing and fireplace- implem en ts.
.\ Iany of these a ndiron s with their sho rt feel with an upri ght p illa r
of bra!'." in front han ' survived until toda y. T hl'''C' " hand iron s." OlS
th l'Ywere often ca lled in th (~ records. ca me in pa irs and W('fC place d
at enc h side of thl' heart h 10 support the burning wlXXI. The pa rlor
Ill'arl y alwavs ha d "OIl1' pair of ha ndiron s, shov e-l, ton gs, an d fender ."
T he hearth brush and hdlm\ s here often included. One Xew port ('f
~..a id :

(i T heFUI "lJ h l/l ,~ J 0/.\"eu'JJUrl /IOUJi'1. 1780-1 80(J [J ;lI lUa r~

vcmor j, for example. till' bedchamber chair scars a nd lx-d cu rtains
were both of fed harratl'I'n . T he window curtains and chai r """ab of
the parlor in another i ll\Tlllnr~ Wl'TC made of gTCen ha rratcen .

Diaper a nd dam a...k we re mentioned from time to time as the
fa~rics most I'~mmonl~ U-"l,'d for tablecloths, napkin..., and towels.
Diaper was a linen fabric which was woven with pau cru......ht J\\ in ~

up b~ opposite rcflecnon... from its surfac e. The pancm ("(J1I.~i.~tl·;1
us..ual lv .of (-~os..~ing lim'S furmi ng diamonds in wh ich the "'p'lI I·... \\I 'IC
filk-d \\ ith eithe r parallel lim's. leaves , Of dots. Damask . un the other
hand' , \\ ;I ~ ,I t'~- il l ed li~ell fa bric with design s wh ich »howcd up b~

opposite rd lnt lollSof liglu fro m ill. surface. The diflerenre then was
{ ~ne of "'lI~farc design a nd tex ture . In addition to the Ireq ucut 1IU'1l 

nons of diaper a nd dama...k, there were sca ttered rdcrel\l t's til such
fabric'i, as (·alal.Ham·n. ,oik lot h, and str iped gauzc, T I\l' Frequent
'ld \.'(' rl J~'tII(· ll ts III th e ,\ (,U'JiOTt .II n cuT)' of nu merous lypes of "j ust
a rrived d oth would seem to indieale that a large p('J'( ('1J ta gt' of
hotl -"l,'lllJld fahri("s \\lTI' imported .

. The history of light ing and illumination is a n illle rt ':- ting rha pn-r
III the tex tboo k of ('igh teem h-u' ntury invention a nd innovation.
Candlest icks and lam p" were not kept in th e rooms where thc v wert'
used (as man v hi!-lOric hou .....· restorations would lead one to I}(·iin-e ).
bu t WCH' gl'llcritl l ~ kept lI'JHra lly located in the kitch en . In ~16 va
cen t of the kitche n invent orie-s, cand lesticks were kept there. Thc
largea part of the:-c b~ far were bra......, bu t there were iron candle
st icks in a t least four of the twellly kitchens in addition to tlu- hra~~ .
O ne inn 'ntory in I i85 nJll ta illl·d two pai rs of fluted calldll-:-t idi_~
while another li!-ted t\ \ O p.lir~ of lin cand l~t icks in th e kilt-hl·n.
Occasi(Jna Jl ~ onc call find ~ I il~~ ,lnd pla!ed candloot il-ks Jish'lI in tht'
parlor invc lllorics. Storru ill thl' c1o.<.('"ts of two d iffeH'llt homt·s wn c
,I " pair of jappannl cilnd lestk ks" and a " pai r of white c;lnd ll'!-ti(- b ."
Out of !o(·\Tllty. t·ight illH'ntoril's or h<-dch'lmhers ~t udied , onh thn'!'
cont aincu ligh ting- un,i(Ts - Olll' had two pairs of l in 1";Uldl~'s ti('ks.
one had two pa i r~ of " pri ll n'~'i nH'ta l ca nd ll'st icks." and ;\lI(1 11wr had
iI lan tern. " 'h ill' thl' i1 \T ra ,I.{I' num her of ca ndkstkks pn kitdwll
was fivc. IIWI"(' M'('rn~ to I'xist a propo rt iona l ral io bC!\\'l'ell th e nurn l){' r
found in a home to the size of th e ('!-Ia te,

Copious qu ola l ion !- of LtnllTllS in tht' entry. lamps in ttll' kitdJI·n ~.
randlelOoids ill t he kitchl'll'" and ga n l'ls , ilnd .'inulIns in kitr hen s and

T he F /II "iJhi" gJ 0/ S ell'jJO rl /I {IIIin. I i80·18fH} 7
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It is easy to imagine the decorative q ual ity \\ hich the .. :\I Of(K'("O

leather bellow s," ad vertised in the X f U'port .l lentlTY in 17f1t. and a
pa inted hearth brush added to a ;'\e.... port pa rlor.

The parlor hea rth m igh t han- been furnished mainly for display.
hut the kitchen fireplace was slor kt'd for more oh\-ious pra ctical
reasons. H ere one ra n find spi ts. jacks, O\T IlS. toasters. and t rammels
in addition to th e andirons. 1011W'. shovels. brushes, and bellow s.
Nea rly all of th e lx-uer than avr-ragr- estat es had in the kitchen it

jack (a machine lor turning the spit w hen roastin g" meat ] and a spit
( a slende r ...harp poi nted rot! used for thrust in g: into meat to he
roasted ). The t rammel wa s a series of ring ... o r links In bear a bent
implemen t for holdi ng pots at differe nt heig hts ovr-r a fire. Toasters
and oven... appea r in nearly l'yt"ry kitchen. The following: gra phic
pic ture has. ber-n left of a X ewport kitchen fireplace :

Roa~t inc:- wns done on a lon~ vpir. a rranged for n'l<ltory motion.
upon two brJ:'I' kitchen a ndirons. having crotchet s.uPI",rts. In many
ca....-s smoke-jacks we-rr- u ...ed: in others. wcig-hts I)('o:a lll<" It\<" moving
JX'\\(' r.

The warm in g pa n in nearlv ("\"t"rY home was kept in ti lt" kitchen .
I n Xewport " wa rming pam wen' used in cases of sickness. and bv
stealth a t oth er rimes. when the thertnnuu'ter ra nged in the m-iuhbur
hood of zero."

One gai ns the impression when reading- these inventor ies t ha t
\\t'apons were often used a... de corative aspects of some rooms. Pri
marily, gu n... and swo rd ... we re kept in bedchambers. O ccasion all y
one can find an "old gun" ...toted in t he ga rret, a cutla...." in a keeping
room. or an "old firclock" in a kitch en . In 0 111.' ~eat chambe r a
..horseman's pi...to]" an d a "silver hilted sword" seemed to be an
importa nt part of the furnishings of t he roo m. One \"Cry masculine
bedchamber wa ... out fit ted with " I Jlipe Box, T ob acco T HUg:". I pa ir
Ph,tol s. Old Cutlas.". a nd 1 :\lap: ' F rom all ey idel1re swo rd ... and
pislols com prise the largest part of till' w('apoll:'i fOlll1d in :\ewport
hOIlH"....

T Ilt' l 'i,ght f'ellth -( '('llt1Jr ~' illt ere ...t ill st inlct' is t" 'itkllt a lllOlI,1.:" Xcw
po rters in the variotls measuri ng' im tnlllH'nts Iht'y oWlled , ),[OIlCY
sca les and sleelya rds wefe oftt'n kt'pt in t he kil{·ht·11 for wei,gh in~.

Time-kt'eping inslrUllH'llIS ~ lI{ h a." r1of Ks. wah·ht,s. a mi ho ur ,clas."l'S
arc found in lU'arly (','cry ('stale. O m' shopkee per Id t "·H T inw

(; Ias.'-('.<;." at his death. T he only weat her in...trumem found wa s a
ba rometer in a pa rlor. Since :\('\\ port was preoccupied with maritime
navigation. numerous estates contain a comp01.''', a quadrant. and a
spyglas.s. One of th e most in teres ring inventori es of t his pe riod was
rhat of " :\ Ir. J ohn Wehher. lau- of Stra tton in the Cmlll lY of Somer
sru , G reat Br itain , who died in :\l'W plirl at Ihl' House (If .\l r. C ha rles
Trish the fourth day of )'la y. l 7B·1.'· H is inv entorv con tains th e
follow ing item s :

.-\ ~l ag-l1i fy il\.1{ Cl ass and 2 Bundk- Prints
I }"u lll i~a t i n.g Bellows wit h 2 Pipes
I sma ll l'a in tinJ::' Box wirh Pa inls
I Set Settill~ t nsu umems for n-e-rh
.-\ air pump for the Breast & :"J ~Ia''il;"<;

.-\ Ca-e of ),Ia lhematical In-truue-uts
t Small Carra-ra O bscure
t Large ditto
1 Pocket l'ersp -rt ivc Glass
1 Opera GIa~s in Shagro-n CaS('
I ~1a~ ll i fyin~ Gla~... for \'il"w i n~ Linm-n
t Hvdro-tat ic Ballance
A C;'pptT Insrrumenr, name & \I,,' unknown,

It scerns h ighl y sign ifica nt t hat SIKh a " man of SI"il'nn.'· resided in
Newport in thr- 1780·s. Such a ma n uulonunatelv tends 10 he a nony
m nus. P r ovin cialism. po\'crty. an d a pa ucity of records have COIll

h ined to obsc ure both his and th e major it y of t he ot her middle-class
personalit ies .

watches \\ ere cvidentlv considered as part of the furnishi ngs of
rooms. for C hanning remarks that "gold w a tches for sho w w ere- dis
played on erear occasions." Silver watc hes, ho wever, \\ cr e the mos t
common tvpe found and t hey appt"ar q uite often in re1 a l i \t" l ~ small
inventories. Bri:;,....o t de Warvill e o l",,'f\'("d while in ,\merica:

T hf" A II1l" ri can~ mu~t lJa \T wah'hes: this admirahle in\"ention
carries with it OIIch a dep:n"<" of uti lit\" for e\"I'11 the poor 1"1:\",,-'" of
society. th;H it (lul.!h t not to 1)1' COI1"idc'f('d as a simpk ;\nlui"ition
of luxury.

:\ guml dr sniptioll of a siln'r wat rh was g-in'n in th e followillg
lltltin ' in th e X/·lI'/lOrt .llerc llry. Ja nuary 19. l 7R6 :

Sto!('n oU I of Ihl' House of til(' Sul"crihe r last :-."i!,:ht a SI I.V ER
\\'ATell almmt nl·w. )'[aker's :'\ a lll\'. T homas \\·a.ll:sta tT. had iI

hraid('d e:rt'I'1\ Silk and ,,"orq ed Strinl:'. in Room of a Chain. a



Copper Hook as Part of.l W O lllill1 's Equipage ; the Chrystal cracked
I'oltsidcrably_....\ 11 wau-hmakers .m- requested to examine those
\\'a ldl{~s that arc brought them fur sale.

From all indications. \\ a td ws '\ert' placed upon a table or a desk
in either the ,t.,'Teat chamber or parlor . Their importance in the dccora
rive scheme seems unq uestion ed since they were alway s listed with
the furnish ings rather than with the jt'\\dry or wearing a pparel.

Equally !i.ignifirant in the homes was the importance of art. This
is demonstrated in the pictures a nd prints which decorated the walls
and the waxw orks.. which enriched the rooms, Pictures are listed in
both small and large c-rates. One mariner's inventory, for example,
\\ hich was valued at only ( 11..9s.J\/ contai ned " I Dozen Small Pic
tures.' The inventory of a wealthy' merchant . moreover, contained
"i3 pictures of different Sorts and si;.~ - .£.1O.. 19s..0t/'" Although
not e\'ery home had prints and pictures, among those inventories
whi ch did list pictures. there wa.. an average of ten pictures to an
estate and there were numerous rooms which had six or more pictures.

It is hard to generalize 0 11 th e d istribution of pictures within the
rooms of it home, Matters of taste an' no t matters of morals, and
the right or wrong: of decorative arrangement was open to individua l
decision . One invcmorj shmu. that there were pictures in seven
rooms : ten in the entry '. nine in the parlor. six in the great chamber,
six in a not her chamber, five in tilt' bedroom, five in the great room,
anti a map in the bedroom cha mber. Pictures in an other inventory
\\ err- divided among three rooms in t ill" follow ill ~ numbers: seven in
the pa rlor, twelve in the great ( hamlin, and " i old pict ures" in the
garret. Sometimes th e l argt'~t number of pictures was hung in the
parlor. One inventorv , for cxnm ph-. ~how~ ten pictures in the par
lor, five ill the .~ea t chamber. a nd SIX III the "cha mber over the
pa rlor."

Only in several isoluu-d (' a:«' ~ were the subjects uf the pictures
giv en. One invrntorv listed ":'I Family P(J rl ra i t ~" and another showed
..~ Fa mily Pk tlJ1TS, ( i i lt Frames.' Two inventories had " two images"
tha t m igh t ha n ' ln-cu s ome Ionu (If a silluun-tu-. ,\ Spa nish t ravel er
.u Ae wpo rt in I ilJ.!, Fr.uu-isro ~ l ira lllb, wmtc:

I went to ~ ay glMld hyt, til a ll lily friend s, ami in the house of
M rs. H un ter I sa\\ two origin.d paintings by Salvator Rosa which
were verv fine .

" .\"Ill ,\ RI :'\'E I' KE!\ '!I S ~1l ' K I'IlY i« )()~I
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Specific prints which were no ted hac "1 l' rint of Elder Hiscox"
and " Donor (-; uisc' i- likeness." .\ traveler in .:\~w England around
1 8 ~ 1 norired that "the print sho ps of Europe sup plied us with repre
scntations of their war-like triumphs, their bcnefn-cm acti ons , tlu-ir
illustr ious men." Another form of pictorial represent ation '\lTC th e
"w ax work" boxes, of whic h at lea:-t three inventories had a pair.

W hilc some pictures wen, k ing' paint ed at Xewpcrt . there i... cvi
deuce that man y of the pictures for i-Ol le were im ported . T hc X eu'port
"In cury advertised ill I ilH, "J U~I imported ... " Pictures glazed ami
framed." The inventorv of a pai nter who died in 1786. howner,
reveals a ~toc k of " 1 doz. Large Ci a!'... Pict ur es. I doz. small d iuo.
'2 Painted d iuu," Interes t in art is illustrated by a copy of the quauo
volume, Th e Practice oi l' rrstectire. found in a Xcwporn-r's libr ar y
in the 17BCl's, Th us. even the smal l pro d uct of local a rti:-ts cannot lx
dismissed ('al<'g'O ricall~ in view of th is pal ro ll a~(" and local intere-t .

\r ilhin th is a rt il'tie context maps emerged as important decora tive
objects. They, too . appeared in either the parlor or the bedchamber.
Even " I ~ Iap of the united States. 'much 10m' " wa ... no r 100 insi~

nificant to he mentioned . Xe" :-papc r.; consi-rentlv ad vertised "Eng
lish maps of differen t pa rts." This inte rest in .s::eograph~ wax wide
spread enough for one merch ant to have on hand at his d eath"
" 19 Dictionarv 8001.1' o( Geograph y .. , a nd 58 Map-." Even the
well-knowll cabillctmak('r, Christopher T O\\l11'cnd , O\\no:<1 " 4 old
~ tapl': '

.i\"eedlewurk picces or ' ·:--a mplcr.;" wcre a[,';() llst"d in ;'I\("Wport to
ornamellt wa lk Early (':-.:amples of ,~ti tc hes, emhroidery patterns.
lettering an d numeral:-- in roWl' \\cre like pa ges from an inst ru ct ion
l)(X)k " Lal('r ca me desigll an d composition, Ihc ~mplt'r trea led as ;l

\\ ho le. <I p itH ' of art ror il:- own ~ke..\ n autho rity 011 Rhod c Island
....1.m plen. :-tal~ that " tht· Sampler as a dtTo rat i\'c pin ure ocg'an to
llouri:-h 1110:-1 nllmeroml~ in the late 1790's and for for ty year.; wax,'d
slrong:'

The h i ~loT\' that ha~ n mll' do wn 10 u:- of lai C eight" I,nth-t 'ntuf\. "

music has ht'('11 wriut'n llI{),~tly in terms of the e:-.:tant instr unl<' l\Is.
Several aspl'rt:- of lllusic ill ;'\l'wport ('an 1)(' :-cell in Iht· inwntori e:-.
Om" mnch;llIt h"d on halld "50 dOl.. morc or [1':-:-- ballads' " in hi:
~hop. Th(' ,, \/OUI'.\" ad\Trti.~{:d a spint' l in the rollowin g 17iJ no lin":

Fur ;"'Ik. a ~pinnl'u ,.f a pWI'c:r ~ilt' for;1 lilllt- :\11' :-, <lnd t,f ;\

most agreeable tone, and pla ~ :- ('xtrelill'ly c'a:-y on till' kcj s.
In the nex t decade, "in O ("!ob,"r" 1783, Sa muel Thurst on, of New
port, sends to ;\cw Yor k for a :-(·t of spinet strings." O ne Newpcrtc r
willed 10 his daughter " the Spinuct which \\as her mother's." Besides
the spine t.., which mus t have been in l'nwa l hom es from this evi
dcn cc. buth violiru- and jt"w\,- ha rpi- were ment ioned in the inventories.
O ne Xewpon resident com plained tha t when the British occupied
the ci tv in I i7ft:

'tnT\' sailor _, , took run- to '>an.' a botrlr- of -piri«. whir-h tlwy
rall 'kill grit·r: ""me fiddling. SOIllC p];,yillJ!; on jcw-harj», all ill

high ~p i ri l:-.

Later, 1D."lllls 011 var ious instr ume nts we-re offered to the pu blic
through the nn. spaper. T he Xc u'/Jort .Iln cu,y for J anu ary ~ I,

1 7 ~n , for exam ple. adve rtised :
I ~STRU~IE~TAL :\lUSIC -J , In 's. :\10' 1 n"l xTlfull y

acquaints till" public, thai III' pllrplN ' s It\ l('hing: ti lt' \ 'i"l in and
Ocnnan tlun-.

"lhc org:<I nisl or Trinity Church notified the public in the nex t ~ l';l r

that "he tC;H"hl':o the Pia no Forte . H arpsic hor d . anti Violin . and the
refined art of acco mpa nying " JIl~."

It is a truism to My that the pri vat e libraries pla ~ t'd a vita llv im
portant p;lrt in the development of Xew port cu lture ill tilt' eighteen th
ITIl111f\' , Inde-ed , anv di-cus..ion of the inn-lh-ctual a!H1 social life in
a town im-vitablv centers around hooks and tlwir infllll'nlT. It is not
\\it hin tht' ~COPt: of this study to t'Ompik tl1l' pri\'at e lihra ri('l' or tll
allahze thl'ir contents. There ,.ere at Iea,'t I<'lll'izahk lihrarit':- mt'!1 
tion~d . or in l'elmC ea:.es itcmized , within :-tUlle of the~ inn 'nt oril"s
whifh nll'rit ;I full-length ~I udy. ~ I y plll'pn:-c is to look at th e:;(" Ii
hrari~ OIl' il part of one's o la te. ~I any ~m;lllcr esta te ill\'cnlories
:-how Ihat :-(" eraIIXlOks were J!;cnera lly Il\\lWd, no matte r how ~mall

Ihe total \-aille; on e " XegTO ma n and free"" with an esta le of {ln l~

(l7..;H..9d. for n ampk, owIIt'l! tweke hcMlk:-. It i... of in leres.t thai
in at lea:-t Ihln ' im 'entorics thtTI" is t'Yid "llIe Ihat nn\ spap<"n; wen'
~a n'd a nd in 0111' e;l:-(.' there wen" " 2 VOlllllH'S Bound l'\t'\\ :--papers: "

..\ limited allah :-i ,,, of t l1t~ tt'll librari('s llwlltionnl aho\'(' sug:gnls
Ihl' following' poinb : ( I) that IXXJks of hi:-tory. geoKraphy. ami
tra\TI wen' t l\l' :-taplt· dit"l or ;'I\t'wport n 'ad t'rs duri n~ thi:- ptTiotl :
( '!.) thai I'("li l::illu:- in lt'n':-Is W {'f( ' bOlh dcep an d widn pn'ad : (3) thai
:'\rwporter.; \\('1'(' interested in book.... of pran ical u:-cflll l1t~... fully a~
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much as rhe y \\l~rc' i nt l' n'~ t c'd in huild i T1 ~ up wh at has bee n called
" tr aditiona l repositor ies of cul ture" : (-t ) that En ~lish rathe r than
Co nt inental infl uence'S pn-domin.ued in pbilosophv. medicine,
science. and all ot her fic'1d~, .Ynd fina ll~, t5 the-e hoo ks show that
if we arc to a........urne a suh-rantial inlluenre " f dvsizn hooks in cabinet
ma king and a rchi tec ture during the ciahn-cnth ccnturv. much more
evidence of suc h infl uence m-ed ... to 1)(' found than has ber-n fort h
comintr in these libraries. O ne ill\ I'n tor~ does, list '" Huild r- r's Die
tion nrv. Pract ice' of !)n sfX"!·t i\'t' (Q uart o , an d Dict ion a rv of , \rt~

and Sr-ienr-es." J oh n Goddard 's I n\'t'nto~' unfort unately simple
group" his libra ry a" "Sundrv Boo ks: ' Grorgr C. ~l ason , in writine;
hi... histo ry of Xew port , con tends however that "Goddard's nIp' of
Chi ppendale's q uartll volume (If ("""ign,, is no w ; l88.J.l 0\' ned h~ a
r-ahi net -rna ker in XI'" port." ,\thlrd invr...t igat ion (If these dt""ie;n
hook problems is ol)\'ious ly needed. ;1I1t! a completr- ~tud~ of th e con
te nts of privat e libra ries in Xc'w port would he a good "tartine; poi nt.

Recrea tion in various Iorm- has 1)('1"0 a hasic pa rt of A merican
life and culture fro m the h<',l~il1l1i ng, and so has the controversy
about It. It woul d be d ifficult to u-ll w hich ind oor game was t he most
popular in Xcwport of the three - hackcamm on . hilliards, or cards.
Mackg-ammon tables a rt' me ntioned Ircqucntl v in the inventories.
Backgammon was a g-ame pJ;I~ ('( 1 on a hoard con.~i:-ting of two part."
of a table top united h y a hinge with dra ught-men whose moves
were determined bv rhe throw of dice. The Xru'porl J/erclI' )' adver
tiscd a billiard table for sale in 178.-) " with a ll its Apparatus ro m
plctc." Billiard tables with their smoot h clo th-co vered surface, -olid
i n l~' halls. and lon~ tapering n it's ot"fa:-ionally t ur n up in :\"e\\ port
inv entories. Card ta hlt'" a n- fn'qtlt'lltl ~ me-ntioned throughout the
inventories. more as a pan of tht' rq,:-ular furnitu re of a room than
a" a specia l gami ng- table. For tlu- 1lI0~t part , thrurvh not inva rinblv.
SUI h tables of gamin,1.": \\ ITI ' in the hl'lkhallllwr,

Xluch time and ink could hi' spen t ill dl'."ITibi ng the gb","wa re
found ill Xrwport 11Ollll'." a t thr- cud of tln- ('ie;htlTlIth rcnturv. 0111'

iuvt-nturv. for insta nce' , Ii,,,, ,, th(' rollll\,in g \'aril 't ~ II f ,~ 1a ..." r iel"!' '':
7 (;],1," 1)" ";1I1 t('I"S d irfn"nt "iz,'"

18 wind (; b ... , ,'~, (;"J,k" , &. T UllIhkl""
') Punch (;];1 "" " with Co,,!'r,
2 \\" a tt>r ( ;oh lt,t, . luok r-n "t(l ppl'r~

I C ia", Sa In ']'

W,\I .\ :t'T KOI ) ~1



Iii Th (' FlITtl iJhi" ~J of .v"It'/IOT' /I mlIPJ. 17RO-lROO [Janu;\r ~

I do Frui t d ish
8 do salts
I do HIIUt·" Tuh & Co\"t'T
:l Flnwl'l (; b ...",s
,1 hitif' ~I;ls, \, a, h hasons.

This il' 1~'<'llt i ;lll ~ just a alimp-c of the varietv of forms to lx- foun d .
Glal'."; ca nd lestick,..., glalo..' demi johns. painted gla."-" cup!'. hen ~1.1S."(~,

glas.' vine gar eructs. and ,gla...' suga r pots with covers rl"prcsent on ly a
part of the gl""wa tt' listed. A, ea rlv as 1785 there arr- "2 la rgl" C ut
Glass Decanters' mention ed in one esta te. Like the china..gla~... was
usually kept in the pa rlor or parl or closet. Su rpnsinglv ('nough th e
kitchens comaim-d wry little glass. The fact that it was listed in the
parlor rather th an the kitch en would indicate the derora t ivr- value
it had in pla cement and US(".

Added to the ~Ial'.",~are of the house was the china wa rc Hf hril
liant colors and va rious forms. T o paint a broad cam-as. ,\ it h sta tis
tical lists and com pa ra tive ra tios of the china with in various homes
would only obsc ure the deta il. The amount of ch ina to be found in
these inventori es is ove rwhelmi ng. Certain conclusions are evident
from the material analyzed. First of all. nearly e' ·ery home had some
china : usua lly the amount va ried proport ion ately with the Sill" of
the esta te. One histor ian sta tes that during the I i 9<)"s in .:\"("'\ port :

It was tilt" custom in ti ll · laner part of the- last tTlltury
Il'ightl"(·nth] . . . for ~'oung married. persons. or friends who inn-ndcd
(0 make a pn-wnt to .J ~oull~ couple. 10 send OUI 10 Canton for their
table servirv. Tbr-ir monogram was inscribed in gold on each piece.
sonu-r inu-s within all oval . hut often on an escutc heon. bac-ked bv an
r- rrnine manth-, snrmoun n-d hy a wwa th. on whir-h wert- a pair
of don-s.

Gi lt-t'dKl'd china il' :-p('ri fij-a lly mentioned in somc of the Iwller
("slates. whil(' in otlwrs a di:-tinnion is made hctwej·n '·hllrn t ( hina·'
and thl · ord ina ry china, \\·11I"t I1l"r thi s was donc to s(.'paratc prndwt ,
of Emopt· from thll.'(· of China or whl,ther it wa, dOllc to di~_tinglli,h

h('l\\tTl1 di lftT('nt CJ ualit il" of earthenware from C hina i, a glH,~ ti(ln

II nanS\\ ('ITd hy lilt' illwlltoril·s. The hig h ya lm' pla('('(1 upon china i,
illll, lra tl'(1 hy n'f!on'llll" to it ··patdwd wit h Plltt y" yd ,ti ll in w·\".
T he dn n ipt joll of the (hin<l is usually limited to its colo rs, sw h a,
" lTd and wh il(·... " hltll' ,L1ul white." and ··b\;u·k and red. "

SnTr,ll Fn'l1 ch o1Tin'rs notin'd till' prn·a1l'nt I N' of china in r\"t·w-

,
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port. The Abbe Rohin , a chapla in in Rorhambeuu's army, wa s. one
of the commentators who took del i,ght in tilt' custom of tea drinking
from fine ch ina in Xcw port :

T hey also USf'" much (l'a .. . thr-rc is not ;\ ~; lLg II' ]J't·NIIl to ht·
found. who docs not drink il ou t of rhinu cups and <auo-rs, and.
upon your enu-ring a house. ti ll" gre;I\t....t uiark of rivilitv and wel
r-onu- thev ca n ~hll\\ \-O U i ~ to in\-iu' HIU tel drink it with rhem.. . ' .

Claude Blan chard. commix...a rv-in -chief with Roc ha mbea u in his
Ameri can ca mpaign. wrote a t :'\ ("wpnrt in 1780 :

Thev are verv choice in (·ups and vases for holding lea and
eolIn·, in· gla~S("<o. dccanu-rv and other matter- of this kind and III

habitu al use.

Glass and china were used throughout thi s period in suc h a manner
whi ch would su~cst th at a hi.e:h1y decorative importance was placed
upon th em by Xewporters.

B\" all od ds one of the most inte rest ing a nd significant insi.ght s int o
th is ~·uhure is seen in it.s int erest in -·the a ntiq ue." .'\t least three fam
ilies owned a coa t of arms. Channing wrotc or his vouth in Xcwpon
around 1800:

Then- wav a gft"at dea l of famil~· pride in tho...· dan : and I
was never mort" am used tha n \\ ht'n e:i rls ran-acked hooks of
heraldrv 10 ascertain the "roar of an nc" -aid to h;ln· ht:- Ionged 10

their ancr-s trv. -

Often the will.. stipulated that some ohject "Iorrncrlv bdon.~ng to
gra ndf;lther·· such as a silver tankard , a larue silver punch bowl, a
mahogany table, or a folio Hiblc wa s to he pa~,-<·d from ccnerario n to
.g-t"nn a t ion. O ne inventory had '- 1 d itto [nld] En.gli!oh O ak Low Case
drawers Supposed ISO Years Old" which was valued at c nf fin·
shillings. T he collectin g tendenr y of one f('sidt 'nt is illustrated in his
will in which he M~ l' :

I gin- unto my Kind Friend Sal1lud Shot·lIlakt·r. of ti ll' C ity
of I'hiJadt·lph ia, my Cornt ·li'ln St·al tha t is set in Gold. Also th irty
two Small pit'n 's of siln·r, of an ant·il'nt Coin, in Illy pursc. which
have hl'l'll (·olll·"tin g llIany }"T a rs, ;lnd alth o of litllc intrinsir \";llm"
yt"l hope hl"l1 plt·ast· to a('ft'pt ti lt' Salllt', as ;1 lolo·n of gra titude for
the many f;I\'OlITs u'("('in'd from hilll.

ChaJlllin .~ rcnH'mhef('d sl·(·in~ "sollW tTvol lltillllar y rt'li(·l' kIt by Illy
fathe r. which \'('fC lying in n lllfusion 011 the garrt't lIoo r. '· All or
tht·st· (·al'l"S show an ca rly int('n'st in t'ollt't"tiTl I{ Ohjl'lts from tht' pa.'1.
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\\ hich was, even O il so small ;I st a ll'. a fascill ;ui ng div ersion.
What then of th e furni shin.L,'l' tha t filled .:\t' \\p0rl 'S hou ses at the

d ose of t he eiuhtecnth (Tnlury? Whilt do they It'll us of ':\t'\\J>lJrt' s
a rts and Hafts? Wha t do Ilw~ u-ll us of Ih(' am bitions of its ('itilenry?
What do Ihey n-ll usof the interiors t hat N.THd t he needs of enT~ day

Ih -illl.:" ? The mre-t st riking developmen t in t he la-tt er .:\t' \\ pt>rt iruc
riors was the gen era l co nforrniw 10 a hi.l::"h ly developed -c heme of
in terio r decora tion, The parlor . wit h ils \\iills fO\TH,d with printed
paper, its tables M·t with colorful china , its maho.C;iIllY l hairs up
holste red with stained leather. a nd ils floor covered \\ ith a hr ighl
carpet. wa s on ly (Jill' room of many types which was furnis hed in a
relat iveb, consistent manner. TIl(' h igh standard of in terior decora
tion achieved in Xewp on was thr - res ult, to a la rge ex tern. of a pn l!-
pt'rous ccono m v of a n earlier period frd by world-wi de trade routes.

The stcrv of the Ium i-h ine- of X cw port interiors is a summary of
the I.:"lory of the eoldcn a~(' of maritime "iupremacy before th e Revo,
lut ion. Comrnerre and tr ade- carried :'\('\\ po rt ships over a compli
ca red netw ork of rc ure- : rhi-, rrndc intcrrua-tul as wel l as int er
co minen ral . fostered a spiri t of rq~i()II;1 1 inde-pendence of thought
an d action wh ich was espc:ri a lly c hararu-rized in its cabinetwork and
imagina tive interiors. Po rcelain from China. lIli!hu):::i!ny from the
\\ 'cst Indies . ca rpets from Turl..(' ~ , and wallpaper from En gla nd a re
hut sever al examples of this tr ade,

The five most -ienifka m <- h;HafltTis l ir~ of :\l ' \\ pon in ter iors \\ ith
relation to their furnj :-hin,~ wcre: ( 1) the wides pread conformity 10
deco ra tive schemes ("s pc'riall~ in rlu- parlor , kl'('pine; roo m. and grea l
chamber : (2) the cnnsistr-nt II SC' fl f rhina and glas.~ in conspicuous
places, probably as ..yrube lIs of sta t us: (3) t hr- deep inn-rest in m ucic.
a rt , a nd literature ('xpn's.~t'd in hOlls(' f ll rn i ~ h i n,C;s: ( -l) lilt' gennal
recourse to comfort through uunu-ruu s lightin ,C; an d hc'at ing" dn' ire's:
a mi (5) rhe gro win,C; dl'n ltil lll to s(- il'n lific thl lug-ht hy the lJ ~C of
ml'asll ring- instruments for tinu-, \\C'ig-hl. and \\ r-ather. The first l WO

n-Hccted the aestherir inn-rest in ll('autif~in,c; the home. TIll' last thn-r 
tvprcscutcd tht' pmjnumic inlt' lTsl in toquippin g the horne with
useful objects.

From these people. tlu-ir honu-s. a nd their interior », the Fn-nrh
otliccrs de parted with the s ad words ; " WI' quilted Al'wporl with
arcat regret ,"
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I", l H.-\T GOI.DE'" AGE of .\ meriean reform movement s, the decade
from IH40 to 18.'10. plan s for the tota l r r-ronstrur-tion of ..;oc iety exi-ted
in ~l,.t t abundance, but 11(1)(' evoked a more cnt husinstir n 'spon!'e
than th e socialism of Charles Fourier.' The Frcuch author of "the
principles of Universal Un ity" proposed to end pers onal lonclinrss
and socia l isolati on b~ placiug people in closely knit "Phalanxes" of
two thousand per....ons ; 10 ensure socia l co-operat ion by instituting
co llert ive pattern .... of work, ed ucation , recreation . and family livin g :
to de-tro y savagv competitiveness and eco nomic exploitation by
dividing profits equitable among capital. " ta lent : ' a nd labor ui ter
{'\'ery pc:r:-on ha d been gr anted socialsecuritv, full educational ri ,~h~s.

and n-asonnblc lei-ure : to elim inate mer-hanir-al drud gery hy permit
lin~ fn T and freq uent I hall,l!;eS of occupation : an d to construct a
pn-ft'f1 dcru ocrn cv by a llowill .~ for tht' clrc-tion or a ll political and
cronomic leaders.

The l-mmcri-r philo-ophv was bruu ght to the United Stalt~ by
Albert Hri-hanc, a vou nx American inte llect ual with a p..'\ ,..inn for
political philm;ophy' ami a hat red for socia l injustice. who sp"n t
alnue-t a de cade abroad ~nk inK a ;.o!utinll for contem porary ('\·ils.:
A form al course of stud v tinder Fourier provided Brisbane with
answers fur all of his q uesuous. H e rr- turm-d to Ame-rica in 1H3 B and
IWoYI'a r1<o later captured the svmpatbctic attention of many Am erican
reformers by publishing Th e Sa,;tlllJn tilly of J Ian, a In 1843 Horace
G recl('\ , \\ho wa:; fast t'arn i n ~ a nat ion al reputation as a jotlrnal i~t

an d a ;efonner, :<old a fro J1 I -~gc column of th e -,"eu ' }'ark T r i bUlle
to Brishan e for Ihe propa~'l t i lln of !'OCia lisrn . Bri....hane' s artic!l'li bore
fruit in Iht' Fourieri st fOmm unitil':; \\ hi{'h \\crc forJllt'd in Xew York,
I't'Illls~h'an i a , alllilhe :\lidwt'1'ot . duril1 ~ 1MB and 1844. Wh t'll th e

l Fo "ril 'r'~ ~i ~ n i fl{" ~ " t w r it ill ll'~ ,n< ' ;11 O~ ~ t" rJ C",,,plrln ( l';n ;. , 18-t I·K ) , fi " uJ..
~On Ih i, ha n" ', tr" .... L< ~lId ~Illdi ... ;lhro<ld. ,,'{" R,'d"1i" IIri_hal..-, .H bol H,i, 

b",u . A .1I,nlal Hiot:." ph)' IBo, ton. 1 8~13 \.

37"I,r SOt i,,( Do /illl' 0/ .\lall h"d it 'u rp ,i,inll sal.. a",1 11<",' 3n", Ih.. po litira l
Ir"'lbook of ,\ mt'"r;can t'o", ;~r i >u .

'0

(Tlt-hra tn l ltrook Faun comm unity' of " 'eM Roxburv, :\ Ia :-......nchu
-cns. becnnn- a Fourierist Phalan x and the propugandu ('('11It'r of till'

movement shi fted from :\"t'W York to Brook Fa rm and Boston , Rhod e
Llandcrs hc,e:an to hear mo re about the new socia l gospe l.

In IH·lj mo re Ph alanxes were established and the first ctfons to

uni te advocates and svmpathizen- in a national organ iza t ion wert'
made." T he forma tion of the Xew England Four ier Sorirty was the
init ial step, Seve ra l Rh ode Islanders played a pioneer ro le in the
organiza tio n and Dr . Pdq; Clarke of e m-entry was t-lec n-d a vice
pn-sidcnr in j anuary, l H46. Clarke, who rapidl y became a nat ionul
leader of the "Associarionisrs," we nt in :\lay, lfH4. to Xvw York as a
Rhod e Islan d delega te to the Iirst convention of th e "Ameri can
Union of A,"Cxiat ion i st ~." " The leaders of the Ame rica n union
hoped [ 0 establish Phalanxes wh ich would mee-t all of Fourier's rigid
specificat ion.... and they believed that a few succex..ful communa l
examples would quickly con vert tflt' entire ....ocietv. T o aid in tilt'
rea liza tio n of thi.... lon g-range goal, "affiliated Union s" of the nati onal
org-all i,_at ioll W('I't· to be estahlished throughout the Un ited States to
ra iM' funds, slx lIlso r lectures , an d llse ot her devices [0 spread social
isric doct rines. Since there wen' no lo. in the b -cinning. cnouuh Rh ode
b-land Fo urieri-ts to jus lify th e fo rma tion of a Union in the state,
ad\'(xate:-had to a ttend meeting"!' of the Boston Union.' Pdt,~ Cla rke,
j ohn L. C lar ke, a nd j oseph j . Cooke pia ~ ed 01.1 jtlr roles in the Boston
Luion and the Xew England Fourier S<Kit·ty.' Peleg Clarke was
im port ant enou gh to serve in the absenc e of George Ripley as acting
presiden t of the New England oq::an izat ioll for the December.
1B4/i me eting.

The s am e Rhode b la nd trium vira te was l<lfg-dy re~pun~ihlc for

~On Brook t'a rm a. a f ouri...r i.t ("o llllnun;"', th... .,..., hool. a r~ :\LIT;ann..
D...illhf. L, u " s From Brook FQrm , 1844-18 -1 7, ..0. .••\ m y L. R....d ( Poul{hl ....p. i...
X Y.. 1!l28 ) ; ..no. J. T , Codman'. Brook FQrm Hu lor ;r Qrtd P"JOrt Qf '\ / , mo' "

B"'ton, 18 Q -t) ,
~·Th ... Hnrbi rt ( " (Brook F,••m a nd ~,." Yo rl ) conuim anuunh of almos t a ll

nf tl... 10n, I, ,tat'·, rrllional , an d nat ion,, 1 Fuuri... . i " IWTt inll' .
~" ;..;, .... En~bnd FOll. ir r S"d.' ly," H '/lbill ~" . IT (18·l ti) , 1-10-2. TI l<" ,\ ",rr;c" n

r " ur;r-rish prdn,,-d to ",, 11 th..n"d..... " ..\ " o,-("tioll;, I•." I .h,,11 u,, ' " Follrierj , t ,"
". \ " •..::ia t ioni' l," " nd "",..i"I;,t ," '" ; n t ,· r , · h a n~T"ulr Ir tt " . ,

' ''-0. " II r"""pl., ..." " Boslon L' n;"" ," lIa.bill/<rr , 1\' 118-ttil, 241-2; .
· "Bo.ton ~I...·ti"ll;· fl lI, birt !:rr . I" ( 18-ti ) , i 8. J, I.. Clarkr and Cool... " .....

(';1;"", of Pro .-id....K... Coo l.' ,,·a . t hr ahl,·. t of ti l('" thn" a~ a prop.' ll: andi,t_ Fo.
an ...,amplt- of hi. " ".l ...... " "0;"" of th.· PH "," lIa, &illgrr , "1 18-t7) • .'i i -58



with his ow n painting-so Brishant' was followed by W illiam Henr y
C hanning", \\ ho spoke f('f\ l'ntl ~ of Fouru-rism as the per fect realiza
tion of Christia n ,g-oals. C ha nning ('xplain('d the socia l or igins of that
which had be en tak en to 1)(' human dq)f;\\-it ~ , de fend ed eloquently
the innate ~oodnl"s." of thr- human bean . a nd dem onstrated to the
a pparent suisfacrion of his audience the Impoe... ihilit y of tru l ~ evi l
ac ts in s(K"iali!'t S(1(·iety . Then C hanning r1o"('d the rall y with the
n-adine of a statement of objectives i-sucd hy the American Union
of .-\ s.~(_l(.' i a t ion i st :- and a- ked for the names of rho-e who wou ld work
to esta blish a lin ion. .-\ score of raL:"l"r con ven e came forward and
consen ted to attend an or~aniL.ati(lnal me-tin e thc following evening.
By .-\ pril 17. 18·1-7 . the Providence ,\f filia ted tJnion had been estab
lished with a full slate of officers whir h included William Chace as
president. P. W. Ferris 01:- vice-p re...idem, John L. Clarke as scrre
tary. and J OSC"ph .-\ . Ba rker as m-asun-r.1Z

il.f a ny (If the members of t he new organi zation had cc n-idcrable
reform experience as advocates (If freedom for the slaves. Ripley.
who wa.... decplv imprcs.......d h~ these Rhode lsla nd converts from the
abolitionist fam p. empbatica llv dee-lan-d his fait h in the potential
value to socia lism of men suc h as these. " t ra ined to think profoundlv
_. _[a nd] to ac t no bly from principles without bi,gotry:' 13 The Rhode
l-land leaden; heartily ag reed with Riplev and placed much of their
hope for expan ....ion on thc pos."ihility of reffll itin ,r:- from reform grou~

such as the Ant i-Slave rv S.1('i l, t~ .

j oseph ]. Cooke becnnn- the union 's unofficial emissarv to the
lidwork of reform J::"rollps in the stnn-. ami th e task of ntai~ta ining
.g-oot! rela t ions \\hile attl"m pting" to mak t· s(K" ia list w nwrt!' kept him
:-("llrr~i ng from nne rdonn IIlt·(·t ing tn a l1othn.•\ Prm'idence allli
...Ja\-t' ry tra hrld in l lH Rpro\'ideos a rq m·s.·ntatiH· spl'fi m(,ll of Cooke's
d utiN' as wdl as a n inte'Testing \'i~lH"lt c' of an a holitionist sor ial I1ICl't
illg. H ,\ 11 ellthusiastic .~ro ll P. whit-h indudn! ridl ant i poo r. hlack
an d wh ite. gathl'l'c'd around t ahle~ , wh ich g-ro;lI11'd il li cit'!" the wei,ght
of cake'S and paslr il's, in oTdn to Iwar \oc;t! .C" roups, i llst r 1J nH' n talisl.~,

pantom imes, "t'f11 HlI1S, and spn· r1ll's. T ill' alrdi{'\1(T \\-as particul arl y

I~".\'sodalion in Khod <, I<laml: ' /f l" bj" ~n . 1\ ' ( 18 17) . :\8'1. W hr n Chrisliaro
,odali~ l' [orrowd rh ,' " Rdi!,:;oll' UlIi"n of .\"",· ia l i" ni, rs'· in 1I'''lon, Cha{'<, h<,_
ramr a n ani\' <, Ill,.IIlI".r of tI,,· !': IOrol' .

1.1"Pro\,id("n("r L '·{'l u r... ." If ,,, b jn ~n . I V ( 18-17). :n 'i. (,.
I j" l'rovidr", ,, L,-n," : · 1I" ,bi""n . \ ' 1 118-lfI), thl; .

l ·/o/l i I171S OU I// /)/11 ill Uhot!c / S/II1/t! , 18-15-JH.'iO [J ;Il1t1 ar ~

th e en-ario n of the l' rovidcnrc Union in IlH 7. Prior to the ~pri n g: of
th at yea r, Fourir-rism had awu:-t-d litt le public interest in the state
an d th e movement was kept alive ull l~ by informal \\et'kl~ nlt't'till~S

held under tht· guida nce (I f Pdt'~ Clarke. The !,'Toup . however, gra d 
ually gained ad ht-rents unt il there were cnouuh :-~Illpa thi/_t'n. to

warrant an organizational d rive. A series of -pccche, and rallk:-- \\;IS

(hos.'n as the l)l~ t mea ns to arouse and sustain public inn-re-st, For
lot' \cral davs in Xlnn h, 18-1-7• .\ Ih(·rt Brisbane. W illiam Hcn rv Chan
nill~, a ceit'hratt'd radical Unitarian m inister \\ ho provided ;di~illLls
leadershi p for the Fourieri:--ts. a nd J ohn O rvis. a fierv young reformer
from the Vermont hills. lectured to large and enthusiastic audiences."
George Ri plev, \\ho wa ... president of the Brook Fan n ro nunuuitv
and edi tor of the Ill'\\:-papcr organ of the Associa tionists. The llar
bingt'r, informed his readers that Rhode Isla nders had gl\t.'11 the ht~t

initial response to a IH'W lecture series in the history of the move-ment.
The Providence 1H'\Hpapers rejected the socialist gospel. hut thc~

were reasonable polite and their opinions did not diminish the de 
mands of Providence liberals for morc rallies and speeches. Ripley
cont inued to t':\Pf(~" his approval of C\"('IltS in Providence.. : " we
regard Rhode b la nd as one of the most promising fields of lahor uJlC-'n
to our lecturers. There an' among it." inhabitants many of the nob l l~t

a nd mos t unccrupromi.... ing" fr iends of reform . a nd whose mind .... are a
fit soil into which to commit the r-eed of Social Unit v.""?

The second ....cries of lectures . ina ugurated by Riplev on Apr il H ,
aroused a n even more ardent rt'SpolI~ among Rh ode Island liber als.
T ak ing as his topic the t'\'ilsof nux krn ind ustrial society, Ripley !<pokc
to an audi t'net· which included "the b usy pol itician . the ob:-("f\"a nt
ed itor. the .... hr t·\\<1 prac tica l busines....man . the dc\'ot('d refonner. the
lIlechanic," a nd lllt'n l,f lTIany otht'r ranb an d r1a..",,-"Cs. TIJ{' Brook
Farm leader dn nollstrated the ca uses of "socia l wret chl'l! l1 e!\.~ , of
harrow ing: an xit't il's. unrest, ami ennui ... of i,gnoTancl'. deg-rada
tioll . a nd sl'lI~ ll ali ty . ami of out rag-t'olls fra ud a n-" rrinH'." 11

The fo llow i n ~ ('\Tllin g Br ishall(~ ' s calm and pn'Cisc arF.\l y:--is of
.·;or ial n 'ils an d t lwir hi....tori ral (l ri~i ns pl'O\i(kd an illlt' rnlin.L:" ('(l11
tra :--t 10 Ripky's im pd:--"io l1 ed oratory. For th e third S(·:;.~ i"n Brishalw
p rcM'lll("(1 amon' rO[lllflll knure on t Ill' Phalanx \\ hirh he ilhl.... tralt'l!

O"Our l"'C1 11 tn~ ," " arb,nJ' tr , IV ( 18-17) ,302.3.
IO/bid.
lI " P,o\'id",,{' t" 1.....lnt...," Ua,bi" r: er. 1\. ( 18,1i I. :l:J 5_h.
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happy with three ~nun~ ,g-i rl<; from six to eight yt'a n; of al:(". who san.g
" He docrb allthincs." Speeches h~ the Reverend J. C. Lovejovand
Henrv Clapp. J r.• were Iollowrd hy the eloq uent talks of two fugi
lin- I'ttn~. William Brown a nd l it-m y Rihh. who spoke (Of their p..-r
sona l t rials and tln- genera l pliaht o f ttu-slave. Then plans were made
for a Rhode l- laml convention of lilt' Libcrt y Party. (Coo ke ex
pn","t'd the hopl' that A"..nciati()ni~ t s mig ht sonn he ho ldin g similar
politi cal runventious.} Anot her fugitin' slave named ~"fTS aroused
erncra l hilarity h~ i'ill irizin g tilt' ";, hn lit'l\ce sermons" (l'r his former
master , a Baptist minister. TI l(' general mood became serious wh en
~ I ~ers told of a n episode in wh ich his sister. an almost wh ile mulatto
~i rl. had been morncntarilv con fused with her masn-r's daughter.
The planter , :"t'ei ll~ the clave ~ir l before the plantat ion house one
e\Tning, took her hy the ann and led her through th e doo r before
he realized his mi:-la ke. ~I(¥.<t of lhe famil ~ treated the incident as a
joke, hut rhe d au ch ter insisted thai ttw mulatto's hair he sho rn to th e
scalp. ~ryers' desc ription of his sister's humiliati on evoked a \\ ave of
intense sympa thy from the a udie nce. \\' hen ~l Yl'rs had finished and
tlu- meeling was nver. Cooke moved through conversa tion al groll P~

tal king c'arne:-tly of soc ialism.
The importanr-e- of abolitionist good will 10 tlu- Rh odt, b land

Associat ion ists was dramaticnllv illustrated bv the Oshol"lw .\ Ir Danie-l
episode." ~ ld);lI1id, whil e attempting to arouse in tere-t in Fourier
i:-Ill among hostilt, So nthn ners, adm itt l'd in Franklin, Lo uisiana, Ihat
lhe abolitionists were " ra:-h" an d "viok nl." The ;\." ociationists in
lheir effort:- to anltl :"C' publi c indi,g1lation ow r the d('~t1at ion of tht'
indust ria l ', ork('r oftcn mg~e:-ted th at the worker far('d WO!:'ol" Ihan
the :"egro slaw. hut .\l cDan id fai led to rra!izl' th at th is linc of alt ar k
was mcant for Bo;;ton and 1I0t Lo uisian a. In ord('r to pr{'S('n t' ~o()d
rdalions 1)C't\n'c'll ,h'o()('iat ionists and ;\hol i t ion i st.~ John I.. Clarke of
Providence fell CIlITl!X'lIed to write a It,t!l'r to Th " IInrhi".t.!I'T r('pu.
d iat in.g ~1c f)a l1 id ' s , ·it'ws. Clarke insi:-tt'd thai ~1cf)ani ('l'!' lecture
wa:- nlllirary In th t" true belid:- of As,<;(lciationisls ami .~n,·eff on" to
'lui!·t the unea.~y PlIl scien ces nf S(lllthl'rnl'r.~. Clar kt' tonk lh i!' oppor
tunity 10 as.~lln· peac(, Illell. tl'll1pl'l";ltlrl' ;I(k oca tl';; , and other n·.

f{lrmIT!' of :""'lC' ia ti (l n i,~t s~ mpa l hy.

The Rhode Island Fourieri~t ;. disw w [('d ma nv SII PI)(lrlns in thc'

HI"Prt...id~n(".. V II...... H " , bj" f!O , \ '1 (1848 1,125.

.\ llti.S la\l'ry Soc iety and hoped 10 find mo re in the .\I c("han ics .-\.......:1·

cin tion of Pr ovidence. Cooke' fa ithfully attended dozens of lect u res
in vtcchanio, Hall by the Reverend T . S. K:ing on " lilt' Revelations
Ilf God in Historv" ( Coo ke found su ppor t in the It'('lUn ' for his C hris
tian Socialism ) ; by the ..... ily ~1a.~Mf hll ."(,tt s polit ician . Ben F. Butler ,
O il t he duties of the working- class : h~ the Rev. Hen rv Giles of Provi
de-nee O il "the wort h of libcrt v" (C(lC lkt' assured Ih(' mechanics thai
th is rnncept of libt'f ty could be n-alizr-d only in :\ ~N l("ia t i ()n ) : by tln
\\Tahhy and pompous busines..man Stephen Van Ren sselaer on the
,·irtul's of th r- busi ness entrepreneur : by (;eor g-e \\". Greene. a R hod e
Islan d diplomat, on It alian soc icu ; hy Barnas St'af:- of Provid ence,
on Hamburg. Germany (Cook(' sut:::t:::tostn l lhat the fami lial, fr iendlv
Germ an s made Hamburg sound almos t like an :\s.~t"l(' i a t ion ) . ll; For
all of Cooke's dilig-ence' and will inenc« to suffer bo redom and irrele
va nce few recruits were found in the vl echanics .,h-.......iat ion.

Co m'c ns came in from other reform groups rt and [rum th e gell("ral
publ ic, but not so rapidly as the Unionleaders had hoped . Providence
officials were able to send only modest finan cial cont ributions to the
..\ nwrican Union, HO"'TYC' r, thr- Rhode Island leaders, Cooke, 1'I'II'g
Clarke. and John I.. Clarke, served the national move-me-nt well. T he
Rhode Islan d Union was not formed unti l April, IH47, hu t for two
years afterward, its leaders wert' rnustantlv in the thick of the fight
for socialism . In ~ Iay , 1847, the y went 10 Boston for a meeting which
was preparatory 10 the an nual conn'nt ion of Ihe :\nwrican Uni on .
CHoke sen'ed on it commillt'e wh it-h pre'pared resu lution!' calling: for
more affiliatl'd Unions : efforts to as.,i ;.t 1.1bor un ions and co-opera·
tins ; an emphasis on the Chri:-tian a.~peets of .\s..... >e iat ion: dl'c1ara·
tioll!' of s~ mpat hy (or abolition, women 's ri.ghts. pacifism, a nd other
re!on ns : and l'Upport for adnlCalt>s of an org:ani ll'd " Un i' l'rsal
Bmtherhood " and a " Uni\'l' rs.:t1 ChuH"h.'·l~ Simila r an ion s. were
taken later in :\I ay at the :'\ew York connntion of lh (" Ameri can
Cnion which the' Rhod e Island triufln'irat e .Il .... ) ;ult'mkd ,' l> F Oil .

ril'rist leader;; had high hopes for Ilew gain:- ill IR47 and IR4R ill
spill' of thl' failure of so many .socia list wmmunitic's.

Hl"L,·tc.-r," lI" , bi" .I:" , V I ( I848l, 5<) , 8 :1-4,
l r For a br i,'! aeronn t of <onjr rdorm ,u"ti\·i ti... in Rh od ,' I, b nd duri Tl I( th,'

rS40'" , ..... ( :harl ,·, R . ( :mw,', " T , a n.n· nd ..." tali'm and ,1,," :0;"" 11"" in Rho<k
1,l and : ' If l104, / , ' " ,,4 Ui. t" r}', XIV (I !-1.~5I, 1:1.46.

l''' BmlOn LT nio,,: ' lIa.bi " en , IV ( 18471, 40 1.2.
, .... Pro" id,·nr .. l ...n ..r;· lI" , bi " f!t' r , \"1 (1847 \, 5Q.



l // Oji;'111 Socialism ill R hode l sland, 18-/5- / 85/J lJalillar ~

T he Rh ode Island leaders returned 10 Providence from l'\ew York
and began to ma ke a rrangemen ts for additional ser ies of speerhes
and rallies. In December, 1R47, William Henr y Chann ing came
down from Boston to assist the executive comminec. \\"hik the other
Rhode Islan d lead ers bus ied themselves with these operalions, J oseph
j. Cook!' began a tOUT of the western Phalanxes for the American
Union .": He was welcomed enthusiastical ly, part icularly by the Wis
ro nsin Phalanx, an d the reports which he sent to TIlt' i l arbinger
pro vided a valuable link in the chain of social ist communications.

With the rallies and spee ches by Ripley, Channing, Greeley, and
J oh n S. Dwight in J anuary and February, l8·1 8 , ~ 1 ent husiasm for
Fourier ism n-ar hr-d a pea k in Rhode Island and soon began to de
cline. The anti -slaverv movem ent in the sta te, as well as in the na tion,
tended to monopol ize an increasingly large amount of reform energy
each yea r. The Providence Un ion did, in l8·HI, launch a successful
drive to persuade the sta te legislat ur e to grant a cha rter to th e Provi
dence Benefit Union. a new Fourierisr inspired co-operative store."
The Providence Un ion apparent ly existed un til 1B:,(), and Rhode
Island leaders con tinued 10 bc ar-rive in the Boston Uni on, the l'\ew
En g-land Fourier Societv. and thc American Union durimr 1848
and 1849.23 By lH:')O on' both state and narionallcvels only forlorn
hopes for the revival of a d ying movement remained . Fourierism was
never a mass movement in Rh ode Island, hut for a few brief yea r~

it had gained the entbusiasuc attention of local reformers. ma de
socialist converts of man y of them, an d prod uced a t rio of ahlc leader
who made subst antial cont ributions to the na tional movr-mr-nt.

2(1"W iscon. in Phala nx ." ' Ha,bin!!", . VI (1847),8.
21" Lt"tl t'r from !'mvid,·ne,·; · IfarbinKt'r. VI (18 48), t 25.
22I bid.
23Th.. H arbillcrr and the ROJ lan Ch """,I)"p~ contain int('"tr-sting information

On Fou rier i.,t ;,,·t iviti,·s in 18·18-9. T hr- k lt ..rs of (; ..or l':p Rip!<'r in tI... M,,,sa,,hu_
s..('" Histor;cal SOl·i" t" 'mri th .. lIoston Puhl ic l. ihr a r\· .~ I ,o contai" rplt-van t
matni:!I. ' .

BOOK REV] EWS

.\Iigr" lirm " '1.1 ECQ"Qmi(: D erelopm ent iOi R hode 1.1/..11.1. By Ku rt B. ~Lt~ t'T

<lnd Sidnr-y Gold-rein. Provid ..nt-r : lIm " n Uuivcrxitv Pn-ss, 19:)8. vii. (i·1
P"I1"'. tabh-s, paper hound, $1.75.

T h e EcoioKY o f PrQl'ide' IH': na~ ic Social dtld Demogr..ph;c Datd hl'
("emus T rae/soB~' Sidne-y G ulds!..ill and K urt It :-'layl'f. Providenrr : 11... \\ II

l ·lli\ l' r"ity. t!l.il:l. ix, 89 I'agl's, ma ps. lahl,-,. pn",·,.s{'(l. !j;I.SO.

Jluring- recent vcars R hode I sluud.-r -, h;1\-" IW"II I"okine: at llw h-vv-jhan

cohll"l '·, ·O lltlll\ \ · of the , t<l tt" wit h iTHT,·;"iug U,II''''rll. luductrialists, finan r ins.
and politidam' have d isr ussc d h(llh .-;lUS'· 'aml .-ur... S,,..ial Wit'llti .sls als(l arc
ilH·,cap.,hly involved . Economist s, so, ·i,doeiqs. prditt,·,,1 ,, ·i'·lIti,t,. hi"lori<lIl.',
"II haH' -pccialized skilJ..; which should CII<lI>I,· them 10 prolx- t[,-cpl~ and l,i th
il"';l.\hl.

Fin · Y"<lrs a.l:0, wit h his Economic f) ' ·l' d " / Im n l i ll tl rl l' o/llilali"'l (;rm<'lh ill
lchnd, l staud, D r. Kurt II. ~f;r~,· r (If till" Bn m ll L'nivervitv Depart ment of
"";o r ioloel hq:'lll a pWlTl i."iug sni,-s of ,Iud i.·, "f tl". JK'l'ulal i(l1l of th e statt·.
T hi" lirst studv provid ed an ove r-all I·i,·" of the , ,,hj,..-t I hroll~holll t he emin
-pau of tim e sinc .. Rog er " ' il lia ills ('alllt' I" <ettk- Providell"'·. T he vur rr-nt
study. in I, hi ..h Dr, Ooldvteiu has join ..d . f''''I1'''·'' upon Ih (~ major rn l,· thai
migration has plaY"d in tilt" grow th ,m<.! ,·halll1irl.l,: composition of Illl' stale's
popularion sin'T J871l, Four h,ISic lopi'" <Ilt· r evered : the siuniti..aIHT of
migration. migra tiull ;IS a factor in the population g-rowlh (If Rhode I sl:1I 1(1,
thr- dlarMtl'l'i"I j,-, " f migmnrs. and the «riuin and dc-tiuarion (If Il;ltin··[,orll
miurantx. l Iar a fnr this an,dpi" ";"11<' laTg"lv from thr- l-n i \ e rs i t ~ of l'eun
'yh',lIlia study of Populati" n Uu !i ,l ril", li" ll lind Economic (;r01t'1h. ( '"ill'll
S tIlt, \. 187(/-195(/, direc ted by Simon K nn wh ,mol lJor otln S \\aiul' T hHln" , .
gt'ul'wlI<ly made availah k even hd.,rl' pul,!;"ati.,n. ;uld' the nll'IIt1>d"I.,.c:~
uv-d wa" much infl uenced by that sam,' study.

.\Itl",ugh de-ig ned prima ril y fur II"" h\' otller ,,,,,ial ",·ientislS. Ihi" ""IIIII)!"
"ill in terest an yollt ' rnnr-erne-d "ith the hi'I"n and pn-wnt , I'l tc or RIll"I. ·
Island. Itctwven IBiO an d 1910 th e slalc's popul.uion ~ r,·" by 25U per vent.
almost itk lll j,-,d with the na tio n's 2jJ pn r-ent. I n Rhod e h la lld . migration
,1 ' ....uuucd rOT no I" , .s than 6-1- pe r ce-nt (If the total population g-ro"l h in Ihis
l'tTiod . T hl" fir vt d r-r-ade of th r- 20lh n·lltury produ...-d a net migration of ,,,·,·c
i·I . I H ~ I, an all-rime high. From then on grow ill h;IS lx-eu al a mlldl ,I",,,,c
pac<' all d I,'''' a lf,·,·I,:d by m igra tioll. I n fM!, in I\H' d,·,',ul t·s, tht' !h irtil'<; and
t he fifties, out-mir;:Talioll has I'x' l't"dnl in -migration. tht' rl' , " lt " f Iht· .' ('ItT' ·
rnlrirtion of fo reig n in llui.lHa!inu ;'IIU till' r(·I;lti\"{· \HaklW" of rill' ,tat ,·\
'·COIH>IltI . :-'laulJ fartlJri ng I'ulploylllrlll I" " 1l,'ITr ,illee t'qll;lkd thl' pl'al
n'"<'It,,d ill 1~ll~I, a dnlim' d in T, I" lird 10 Ib ,' '1<',1(1\ d ..dilW o f Iht· !,'x l il.
iudu,t" . :\ lt hough indu'lcia l d i l't · c~ i f i " " l i () 1l h,,,, !;l lt·n ·pl" .... in ill(' la'il {\\I'm~
y"Olr" ( tn: tih- t'llt ployml' lll dropp" d frolll .'")(i pn 'Tlll llf ;ill lIlanufaliliring
I'lllpl"yml'llt in 19:19 to :m pl'r " ' ll! in 19.'ili), Rhod .. Is land ,till t[,-l'l'I a !s Ull
I('xl il,·s mOT! ' tklll ;lll~ ot lH"c :\,." Englaud 'I;tI, ·" : \ ' t'mpl"ynll'1ll ill th i,
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J an ua r ) 29
'I tt,·.,-· \'olunl<'s Inal.. a ,'nlllrilnHi"lT ",.111,,[,1<- 1" 'lh I" Rhod e Isla lld l'rs in

1!"Il"'al and to prof...ssiollal Sf· hoLo,s. TI ll"1 ,t,,· InT In.m r-n , ,, an d atr rac riv... [,
printed. Drs. :>"fawr and Goldslein ;111.1 th.. Hrm, n L'niverchv Pr("ss a r.. 1fJ be
, nnc: r;,l ula!(·d on ·,hc exr ... l1..nee of thr-ir " .. rl . .

.i Di,-ecto,-,' of P,-i"li" g , Publilhh,g . B()f, Iu .-lli"g & .i l/ieJ T,-.uies i"
RhoJ e Isl" mi 10 J86" By It (;1'1111 Hrowu, and :>"b.ud(' O . Brown. :-:,.....
York . T he ;'\:ew York Puhl... Lihr"TI , 1!1"'8 . 1.11 pp. wrap pers 9 .00.

_\1 lir'Ie:lanc(' this imprrssi"rh 1..1ll:,I" lisl "f lI,unn a nd fae-t s apprars tn
1)(" merelv a useful refer..TI<·, ' work for th".... "hn n-ed information about
pri ntr-rs an d booksellen 01 Rh(,(k " Ia lld , 110" (,,' -"', the re is much mo r... heIe :
a val uabl.. com ri burjon 10 Ih,· illlrllnlll,,1 hi,t"TI of the state. with side lights
»n Ih(" fa,....inaline: anil'ilirs of the p<"nplr r"'p",,,,ihlr for ~Jl,eadinl!: the printed
word "h"11 it had mo re sijl:lIiti"all'" in ....mmunication than il has no ...,

Fortunatelv for Rh od.. Isl,,"d hi,tur~ , II . (; l..nn Hrown and Ma udc O.
11, ,,,,,\ mov..d 10 Ihal S1atr ill 1!IH . IT"I lonl.: ,.ft'"' ...,mplrline: th ...ir direrrorv
"r ,h .. Phi ladel phia book !Tad... I Lo rd ll h;oel Ih<'l 1Il1p", krd " hrn fri("nds l>n:alT
I" him Ihat th... book !Tad(~ in Ih..i, lin, h"I\\" l\l'rd..d Ih.'ir slillful mini,ir".
li"n'. " ' il h ,-hrrrful !IT'l.-r Ih,-'~ " '1 ' u "vrk, naminine: th(" d ir(",'w r i("s of
I'".,-id..m·.... ;\""'port, an d 1''' '' l u,-I...t. tl\l' 11<""'1"'1"'" of a dun 'n citi ...s a nd
h'''"s. plus al l lh.. rd~,'ant he~,b_ TIll" hu",lro..-l, "r rd.·r..n....,. I: .. ,h,.....d h:l\'("
1)1;'1 '11 l'xprn ly 0llta nil ..d intu "II<' ;llph;o I)l;>li, ;11 li'l Irom ,\ runah ~11 ..phn~,n
,\1)(" 11 tu ZiQ"'"J F,i""J , a 8" l'l i' l '''' ''1I~ pub lislwd in th ... 18.m' •. For a 1"2'
ni"p]1'f', dll"f(' is a eh ronolo'R"i'-'11 ind..,., o f 11,1111<" ;HI,I ,. ,hronoloe:i"al indl'lC of
"",,,p"p"rs alld magalin...~ by ,ity·. .
Th~' JII..-al 01 I h ~ work is ill III<' d"I :,ilnl inrorJII:ui"n aheml pr",li,-alh ('wn

""·,,,I"·r of th(" book tr"dr, hili its . h;u m Ii", i.. til<" ,- i~Il("ttl's ·a ll n ed thm uc-l '
III<" rd e n·II....'s : Joh n Cartr r p,ituinl:" n"li,.' in Ii i .') Ih"t ..-III/: ra"l' r woul d
lind ...'KoUral(...m('n!" in ,h,' 1"" 11 ,,( I'r" ,-iden.·'·: all alln, ,,mn;II-'('nt in 182i
th"t al a IIwrt illl( h" ld "I ~ I i n,u el \ I I" td "" ,,~i"1\ W;lS I"rm...d IIndrr tlll'
lill ,' f.,r ~' rO\ 'i d"", :,, T ypu!,r"phi",,1 S", kt,·," ,u"""l1l','rninl hr a Id ... rrm·r to a
d''''' 'npllon of Ihl' 10" 'Is drunk "I t il(" m,·,·till!.: ; Ik njamin t.. 11,,11 , Ihe pr int" r
\I I", " I\\ a ~ h"I'(' mad ..- Ih.. tirst p:lJ:H.'r ...,II;,r, hUI ",r\ 10" H' IJ IIll: alld ill"- '"
Iwrit'lu ..d 10 pat("1\1 il ." . -

;\"" Iha t Ihis dirntor) is pllhli slwd . ", I "I,,~l'l's "ill lind it l>;l , i... r 10 da t,·
'''JIll" Rh ml,' "I"tul it'·m.•, bill1i ' 'lI: raphns will m"re 'I"i, Id ~ "hlilin informa ti" n
.,h""t Rh"de " Lwd priutns, aud sIm i,.,,\> "f "\ rrwri'-:\l\ ..i, ·ili/a l ion will h"",' ;I

" >1 \\ ('nin l1 index til th,' Rh,,,j,o Island I"" ,k 11' ",10 ' I,..f, 'rl· 1865. :>" 11. and :>.. Ir ,_
BW\l lI' s d i rnlOl ~ will asSIllI\l' its rightful pL"... "n th,. I'dn,·t1''(" sh.-In ·s o f
JJ\al\~ .r lilm ll} ,,11<'1'< ' it \I ill lin ' a usdlllli r,· ('.r m,lJ\ ~ )" ,"" I" nun...

illdll'lr~ ,hrilll., "iIIH'1I1 "'I1I1'"r"l ,k ...nla rur-me-nt " f oP I".rtlllli ,i,·s in ••tlu-r
iudll. 'ri. ·" not "'111 d,w, mic:r"ti"11 iuto tb ... '1"1" doline. hUI ill,·r"' lsinl.: nunl ·
lx-r-, !r;oH' tllf" sl;ol,' I"r 1II"ro' ,' ttr" n i' T j"l" els.."II..rr-, Rhod... l vland'v ...x".."
"f "ut·micr"l1ts ",.,.r in· miC:" lIl1 ' "I "'r th ... p;l,t quart r-r cTlllury i, hr-lpinc: t"
"dju.' Ill" 1.,1".r I"n.· , ,, III(" j"hs available. bUI it is nevertheh-cca .urr- proof
tlMt II,.. 'ta'(,, 's """''' '111\ h"s I",t ih ... , -ic:orous qu"lili, 's tha t it "11< " h:,,!.

:>"1;I\"r and {;" Id, t..ill ;lls" {k" rib{· th, ' ..h'If"dni,ti... nl Ih... miunuu-, t"
and h"m Rh"d,· I-1.lIId. J::o. \l·lIsin- imrnier;olio ll [rom I reland, Fr..n, h"p"':,l,
inl.: C;m"da . :mel It;ol\ "'I,,hli,hrd ;1 Roman C:l1holir majoritv h, I!IU:" ;<11( 1

wirh illlll, ic:r"ti..n fr..m m"I1' ruh ..r counr ri..s such as (; n m;un-, S" ..(J,·n,
I'''rtue''l, RII" i" . "'I<II'"I"nd, ~kH'I"p"d c:,...a t cultural divervitv . :-:"1.:"'(" h.".'
h('("n r.·I;olin·h fr-,, ; th.· ,t;ol.. h", ""t p,uli.-ip:I!,..l in th .. ':"I"lIs;,,' :-:..c:'"
micr;Hi"n' fr"m rh.. S,,"th Ih.,' h", .. , ~·, u rr..d , in,(" " 'nrld " 'ar I. Sin, .. 191U
n;lli,-,. "hi,,. .,ut ,,"ic:r "llls h;I\ " ,·",("..d..d native white in-miuram, wuh "
trrlld t"I,,,rd in. r.." .... "f the "'oc.." rk-arlv evident . .\ hhouc:h mal ... lI.u,,11l
n-nd I" nUUluml...r 1,·m"l... in millrant l!:"';'p-. J-I prr .....11\ "r thr nrl millra :
rion cain "r Rh,~k l -Jnnd I,,·t",'(·n IRiu and 1!I,lO "("r.. Iemalr-, prnh.,hly Ih, '
n,,"1t "f Ih. · plnymnu opportuniti..s available in th e- , r-"lilt' indu-trv. Th,·
"cr CWllp I...'" -n 1:1 ..nd 1.1 ,t',or~ ha- been mo-t "nra,led ,,, rh... 'I,'t~, and.
...'m·r r....ly, il i, Ih.. 1"" '''1.- "'~'r 'I " ';or, "f "l:" "h" h"",' 1..•... 11 k:l\ in~ II,..
"al< ' in bn:.·" Illlmhrrs ,il1<(" 19 10. Finalh , il is ill\("r(",tinc- 10 n"l .. ,hr rr!a ,
ti,,,,,hip 1...1...·r n Rh ..<t.. (, Ialld and "Ih("~ stalt'S. Pri,,, In 18511 nMIII m..r,'
Rh"d .. h];,nd..rs 11\"...·d to "th..r 'l;I\'" th;1Il n"t in'~ "f 'u,'h sl"I'" "~lIlr W

Rh" c.i ,· 1' ];llld . T h"II, " ith "' Il;m(lilll!: i\\(I",,,i,,1 opp"nuniti," , th" tn 'lId ro ··
'·n,...1 il" 'lf , .... th", ill IImII Ihrr(" ',,' r.. m"re Rhvd (" I, b nd rr,id..nl' 1~'fI\ ill
oll",r "",r, th"" th..... ",..•. !I,lti",' Rh' 'lk " I<\IId...", lil'illl.: "llIsid.. Ihr ,I;ll.·.
B~ 1!6 11, Ih.. 1",1.111'" h"e1 ,hift...1 11ll" ,,110,", ""I' ;I\i:"ill. " ilh Ili l,IMKI n"t i,,'
Rh,,,I ,, Ist Ol IfI<'T ' li, 'i" I: ,,"t,id, ' Ih.. ,t"t,·, and Itifi.IKKI rrsi ol"lIt, "f Rhnd, '
1, ];, ,,,1 h"rn "ut,i.to- ,,( tilt" '1,llO". 1'1... 14t',O U'II'lI' will prnll;lhl, "'\1,,,1 "" 'n "
I.:r,-:,trr di lf..ro·lh-...

E,,·r ~ " n.. !.:"JJuim·11 ...>llf ',·n ...d ,,1.' '' '1 tl,.. " ... Ibr.· "f th... 'I;,t., sh"uld r..,,,1
th,· h, ~ , k f" r him"'Il , 'LIl,1 ,t mh ils " 1Il,,..r,, ,,, tahir , "ilh '·;In·. It pWl' id n inlur 
lII"ti,, " h",i, tv ;1lI U\\(lcr'lal\(li llt,~ "r th,> ehar"r\erisli... ,mol I'r"h1o-m' " f
Rh",I,· I- Lmd. r.., 1"'ls""s " iIh ,I " iel", illw r... t in .\ \Iwri,';lII hisWl\ , ,...."I< ,min.
:Ll\t! ",,,·i,,I,,I.:Y, til,· ,tll,h "i ll pr""" "",-I " lIr,,,·tin· 1"" "'\lJ'" iI' ;·"m llkt..n,..,
:1IIt! til<' ,L,rit~ "itll ,.Iii, h it is prt''''nwd "ill ..nahk tlwllI I" IiI its tinclincs
"ilh ...,,,li,kll'T inl" III<' l,ul.:n p.ltl '·rn . "hidl t'OJI<- ..rn tl...""

"I'll. r:,. " I ".~ \ ' of l'rm'ld. If"', 11\ th,' '.'"l(' "u tho rs. pr"" 'n" ill 31. 1,,101.·, ;ull l
:1.1 m" ps. "It "rg:lJIi/ "d "1I Ih,· I""is "f II,,· :Ii .-en, us tra ('\•. a wid.. WIlr i,'!s "r
,1.'1" "I"" JI 11... 1"'''1' ],0 ill 1{I\f,d.. Island's ("a pil;!1 c ill·. l''' l' u l:lt i'' l\ d, ,,r''':IIT'"
i' lin, s", ·b ", " ., :lI,,1 al:" d i, trihul i" n•. ,',h l<"ationa[ 'lal"' . t'l lll' l o~nWlIl , in·
('(,1\\ , ' Int'! , M',' chTn ill ,-"rd nl d"l " il. Il o",ill l: ill ea,.h " f Ih,. ,..-n"" t\;r,'I' i,
d""TilH"d rult. in iI , L"i-ri,·.,1 l\\:tJlI " r. I' in;o lly, d:rla "1\ b irt hs, d" ;llh s, ""TII.
,,, ,,u i",,h l,' di"·,,, ,-,. nWlIIa l illn ,·", ' I'in",. 'lJld j lJ\Tllilo- d,.Ji\l([lH·lk l , .11"
ill,.]mlo-c1. ;,\:" .' t! , ·Jtl!,1 ,, ' illl....!'I'f·I:u i" n i, m:\(k. hUI 1110' " l;l1 l'r i,,[ i, 11<'1< ' r" l
"ht"inilll': ;0 r.II" I"" IL r ,n,,1 Ill"'" 1L ',o1i' li, I\Jllln.taneliJlI! "j tlH" ,·it,.

."iimlllllll' t :lIlkge
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'iell..d T homa. R. I [av .m l
n ,mi"1 C ,,,ke j lt' l i,,· 1'",,,,.

.\ IL\Z.\ RI>· 1{f10 I>ES (:O:\:\ E<:T IU,,"

.\ ur n ' fWltl F"q n . R hot [" l vlaud, Deed Boo k I. P"C" LI:!. nlllt.lin' "
numbe-r of u.unr-s, all.·,I ...1 h. o'Hl<'r,hip uf "hun inc 1.1IId<. E.I .lh li. hrn('l!1 "f
sonn- of Ih,'" , po'r,"n. h,,<lI...r-n "Hll:h l with lone d Turt, and thr- tindine nf th,'
deed d urinc orhr-r «'..r, h pro hlrlll' proved their n,i.u",t' and din . 1,'<1 furtb..r
"It"H'"ful pronL

T homas R. l lus....rd. (; r;o llt" r. was ."11 of T ilm" a' Hazard, " \'in:illiOl T om: '
.. ho aftvr lilt" R"n ,lu[i" lI r,'mo....1 to C.Lll... b "ilh hi, .........ud wife. Euni...,

Rh"tk . I(;, 7.lTd ;llId f;1l11ih', ~I,,' "a. tht: ~o"n!:!".l • hil,1 of C;o p t .. in \\'illi" l11
Rh()(J,- . and ~ I.' T\ 'Slwldoll Rhod... of Cranston.

I, Thomas R. Ha....lT\1of Q u('.'ns Countv rhe Island of SI, J"h 1\' ~ in the
Gulf of :-'1. I...., rrn.r ~ In , ham ... Inr the su m of T ., r h (' Im nd r...1 ...il\O"r
'cpani- h ~ Ii l lrd 1l. ,lb r' I .. lilt' paid b~ T hom as Llovd 11..11..... of I'n ,. idrll.-r
ill the ( :..unl' "f P ro, id,·n• •' and ~I.l l\' "f Rhude l-Lnd alid Pro. id"Ill (,
l'''' llI.,li"ns ~h' rdMIlI . ".
C"Il\"~ I" him III<' ."id TI""lI.l< 1.1" ,,1 ILll....·, hi. he-ir•.md.....\ ...-rtain
Fa rm or I'r.lIt of I _ulli Sit u" lr ami brill!:! in the To" " of Foster in the
( :'" Ult . "f I'ro. i,kl1l '· "'"1.Lininc "h"ut T" .. II U!ldred . h Tl'~ be th... Land
nWTI' "r !C••. IIUlI...d and Il. .tmd as Iollowv 10 wit S""llwrh ,OIl Land 1)('_
I" " c inc I" 11 . 'n~ [ " _t" l1 W,·' lr rlv 011 LI"d beloncina to Philemon II ilU'~ ;U1\1
al", ..u a -rrip of LUlt ll.,id oUI 10 j;lJlI"" "";olll;Ul~ and oth..r-, and 1l.' T\ of il
brinl:: in thr- 1001.: ' ' ' ''''' "'" .unp :'\"nh,'r h' on Land 1..lolicinc to th... II d r. "f
Doctor R"Il,'n ( ;ihl,<Il,·. """." L"l<' rl~ on Lan d hd ul1 !:!inc In Xarhan H,II...
.111" which formr-rlv 1M' I" m:r-" to Ih ,' Farm of Samu..1" ·ill",-.r and Sourh-rlv
a nd [ a_l.·rI. "[I LU lll " r Willia m Round; the pr..mises IWTl'hy r-onvr-. ..~1
being rh... _,1111" "hi. h fllrnwll y lK-lollccd 10 Ih(' I.. ,rilliam R hod... [ ' 'IT [" t ('"

of Cran<lol\ J)" , r ,,, .·c1 .uul ";'S partlv o... rupic:" in th.. lifr l im('" o f the
L. Willi.lITi Rh..,J('"t 1>\ I ln l r~ ( ;n.,.n<, and was thr-n Situated in the '1''' '''1
o f S. i t''''l '· .i [II.· \\llf'n t l....."i.1 pro· llli,,-. have been ("Tu"i",1 I" S;lm' Cok
D.,... · undn Ie.,,,' fro m Th,,- Ib v "rd and is 110" oc...upi,'d hy lhe f'll ll il ~ of
th('" <aid Samu'" ( :" It- 1)....,1 •••••••. lh ('" ,all1(," I.hi,.h wa. fnrmrrh' , "1 1U m,'
Ih.. ( ; rallt" rh ,- t il\' n ;llI1<' ,.f ' l'h ' Jlna. 1I,,, ,,,r d 11\1' I OUlIt:n b\" Ihr K in "f Il ll'
." id Willi,un Rh" d,' s b'l' Ik sd as b> lh..ir D,'~d d;,t ... lh., :!:.th D.Il" " f
(), l,,!oc r .\]) li73 ,II1d Illlh R",(on l itt the re...ord~ of IIw Mid T O" 11 of
S,·illt;,t ... t" I:"lIlO"r .. ill, II... O" ellinl: Ho" .(, .md nlher hltil dinc. Oil Ill('
~<tm(' J>n'll1i ~(' ~ I", iug..... , .. , . .

-' .\ lIgU' 1 17H'l
\\'i ll"" ,, '01 J " It<lt hall ( :Lldd illg

1l,l tl i,·1( :"" k,'

T Ill' d, ...,1"r 1Ii.l rd....H'.I I<> .d'"I'' ' in,·lnd, ', O' xu'l k m ""lH·"I"gi.-.d ,,,,,I....i,,1
apr "I"" "f ti ll' Iwi" " f ( :"1'1.,ill Will ianl Rh, ,.I,'., "hl) II'" In.'! '1l '<' '' ill 1ii'.!.

Ju

O n O ctober 18,1958, TI U' Rhflth- Island H istorical Society spco
s ored a bus trip to Old Sturbridc- Village . Forty-one persons took
adva ntage of this npportunitv to :-trllll a bout the streets of th is rr 
n eateu village and to hear .\I n.. .\ tl rg"a ret B. .\I unier talk on the
C C:-IIera l Sa lem Towne House. 1 ; l t f'~t acq uisit ion of the Villa ge. This
was the second hi...roric tour or.l.":il nized hy the Soc iety, a nd addition al
O Ill'S a re contem plated .

• • •
Volu nteer workers cont inue to lw-lp the library by com piling:

mu ch- need ed indexes to books and man uscripts wh ich would other
wise be wI')' difficult to use. .\I n-. John F. Westman has indexed. on
ca rds the Rev. David Benedict's I ii!l· 18 74) manuscript notebook
of vita l records. She has also t ~ pc."{1 the index to a manuscript Har
rin gton Renealo~y written by the late Xlrs. William H . Eddy. which
will be microcarded. ~[ r. J oh n fl . \,'('lIs had previouslv com piled the
index for this manuscript. Last year he indexed the 1850 census of
Rhode Island, and has now com plcn-d the 1860 census, begun hy
Major Byron BIL....-.cy.

• • •
During the summer the Francis Alexander port ra it of .\I~. J ames

Fenner and child was cleaned a nd n-..rored to its pri..tin e stat e by
.\I r. Morton C. Bradley, J r. Man v of our fine portrait s a rc in need
of ~Ir. Bradley's attention and g-ift .. for th is purfXN' will he greatly
appreciated.

• • •
The Gilbert Stua n ~Iemnrial Itas knt th e Socif't y a portrait of

:'tlrs. Simon Forrester of Sall-m . .\ fa j(.."'1r11tl!-('tl s, paintrd by Stuan. It
will he on display at Joh n Brown IIn !l>;(' d ur ing thl' winter months.
It is pan icula rly gratifying to ha n- th is porlrait , sin("r there is no
portrait by Rh ode Island's IT\ll,t fam ous paintcr in (lllr collection.

• • •
The Socie ty's new exhihi tion roOll! \\"a _~ fomlall y opt'ned on

Onnher 23 with an exhihition IIf J oh n Brmnl matcrials, the greater
part of whic h was lent hy ~Ir . Norman I"'rn '.holT of Bristol, Rhode
hland . Among: the outstand ing- itnns wert' :1 pair of Kf'wport ca rd
tables ( prnhahly madt" hy Edm und T ownsend ) : a Ii on g punc h howl :
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Cell. Hurusidc ami TI U' Uuion's First Vinll r ~
( ,11111'1<11 01 u'ith <lido)

I. .... , \KIl J. 1' .\ ' .\<;' ;10 , Rhud,' "bud D",·, '11>1" " <'1l1 CO"I>l'il

Fou r Co lonia l Houses ill R!lnl!l' b land
( ill uJl ' 4 ,,,d ll'ith , 1i,I' J)

,\ " "OTT LOWH_I. Ct' M MI~Hs , A" i,t ;O nl !lin 'n or. Th,' So,·i<'h'
for 1111' I',.·..·rv a l io ll o f N,·w En~L",d .\ " ti'l" ili,',

a fan ith Sarah Bro.... n 's initia ls em broidered in !'oi lk and also dec-
«rated ith Int' HOIll!:!'o at Canton. C hina : a mini ature hy ~I a l bone

of J ohn Brow n ( lent hy the Aew -York Historical So{:it"ty); anti a
portrait l,f ,\ Iin' { Brnw n ] ~ t " Sf lll hy Fra nci-, Alexa n d er, lent h~

~ l r. W illiam Grosvenor (Jf .:'\e\'o port , R ho d e Island .

:k30 p.m.

:l: 30 p,m.

II : 1.-, p.m.

11162

• • •
The Soriet ~ has cooperated with \arions organizations b~ Iend in~

(rom our collections. Edward I.. Prr khurn's ....ater colors of Rh od e
Island flora ....ere lent to the Rh"d t' Island Federation of Garden
Cl urn. and furniture was lent 10 the Providence Junior Le aeue for
the antique sho.... which they sponsored at Rh odes-on-rhe-P awm cr-r ,

• • •
.\ lx',l:6nning has been made in pr("S("rvin.l!: on microfilm the State's

important ncw spapt'r collection in the e ll stlld~ o( The Rhod e lxla nd
Hist orica l Socie ty, The Proridenre -" n t'S. 1891-1 9'19, has been filmed
and a filming of the E I'l'n inl:, TI'/I'.I:."",I has been started . This work
hac been made possible h~ au appropr-iation nf $Il,OOO b~ the General
."'-"t'mhly for use during the curren t fiS(';d ~ear. It is anticipated tha i
similar approp riations in the future w ill prnent the remaining news
papc~ (rom beinc lust thrnueh ,~r;H l lla l d isintn::ra tion .

Fc b r uarv L-l, 1 !1.')~I•."llintla ~

The ( ; reat Road
( ill u" " " r tl "i," d id,s )

e ll \I1L1. ~ II . Lf,' '' " , Cul"nmi.l . P""·lu d .r l T imn

LECTURES

~Iarch 1.\ 1959. SlInda~

,\ pril Hi. 1959, Th ursda y

The Battl e o( Roallokl' bl;L1 HI
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