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It i.. indeed a privib-c- and an honor for me to n-rum to

Port-mouth and 10 lx- I're'""1lt a' :llIulhrr mic:hly -hip make" it"
rvr- nt ful m nvr- :11011'::: the \\a~ .. lowa rd j"inin,::: t he ClTr.,:::rnwim:: lket
lie ball i..tic mi....ilc ..nbmarine.... .

\ i l ll 'lI note tha i lv e ..aid "III return 10 Portsmout h .. · If \UlI will
permit a persona l ob-ervatjon h~ \ \ .1\ o f in trod uction - I' d like to

recall th at it wa- onl~ .\3 ~ I·a .... <11,:0 t hut I reported for dut~ to the
\ Iarine Barrack - at t his :'\"an Yard. Th i-, wa-, rn v fi r-, 1 re-aldut v sta tion
after complt·lin.l:: the :'\'a" al , \cadl' ll1 ~ al .\ nna poli" and th e \brine
Corps Basic Sr hool at the Philadelphia :'\" ;l\' ~ Yard. I can well rc mr-m­
her in-pectins "'t'lJlr~ 1'0'1' in thi .. n·r~ \"itini ly w hcu I \\ a" a -a-rond
lieuten a nt and nffice r of the (\;1\ .

I han' many fond rtu-mnrie-, of that tour hen- a t l'or tcmou th and
I' m sure you ca ll a pprCfiall' thai I have lx'en lookin.c: for old land­
ma rks and fa m iliar ..iuht.... EWIl du rin ,::: the ..hort time I\ T been hen '
Thave found - a.. \\1' usuall y tI' l \\ hen We' ret urn tn pla ces where \H:

han' lived and :-;<'"r\"l'd - th a t tlu-n- are man y cbangcs - and vr-t
..nme I h i n g , a re ver y rnur- h t ill' sarnt-.

T he rnoxt dramat ic changc, I lx-Iievr, i.. ill the t ype of ships which

sail from our :\a\'y Yrrds. l h-ft here in I ~U 2 to sr-rvr- in that grand old
ship-ol-tbc-line - thr- hattk..hip 'J'nlll f H t' I · . whic h in her da y rcpre­
-euted the \'tTY('''''Clift' of power at ..ca.
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T oday I return tosee la unched the Pola ris submarine -Xathall fll'f
Greene - whic-h will be one of a series of the most advanced opera ­
tional sub marines ill the world. inco rpora ting" as she does man y of t he
results of the technological revolution of th e pa st decade.

I must admit that I ha ve had a part icular interest in this ship since
I first learned that a nuclea r subm a rine was to be named for
Nathanael Greene.

The name itself gin's me a proprietary interest. of course . hut
beyond th is I han' always considered th at N athanael Gr('Tne exempli­
fied th ose attributesof truthfulness . patriotism. dedication and eOllra~e

whic h a re Sf ) ba sic and vital to our nation and to the naval service.
M any ships haw been named for grea t patriots. Nathanael Greene

was one of these. and this is wh y it is most fitt ing that a ship of this
class he named in hon or of him, I am sure that if Nathanael Greene
were herr- today he would appron' of th is Pola ris sub marine - and
the manner in which it was c-onstructed. Ing-en ious mi nds conceived
it : Ame rican " know how" made it pos-iblc. : skill and power! ul m usclcs
const ructed it.

lt is thi s teamwork between th e naval servic es and civil industry
which has kept our na tion supreme at sea . This is wh y the manu fac­
turers who were involved in this construct ion - and the workmen of
the Portsmouth Nava l Ship Ya rd who actually labo red on it - mu st
share no t only credi t for a job well done. but also pride and interest
as Nathanael (; ' 1'('111' goes forth,

I would likr-, at th is point . to say to all of us here, that it is indeed
an hon or to ha ve with 1I~ toda~ :\f l"s, \\'ad e who is a direct descendant
of suc h a dixtinuuished American as Nathanael G nTne to chr isten the
ship which is to he named for him .

It was beca use of th e patriotism and dedication of men such as
Nathanael Gre ene that thi- na tion was able to achieve its destiny as
the greatest nati on in th e worl d. .

It is these samr- qu aliti es. imbued in our citizens today and HI

impressively represented by the ne ws manning these subma rines ­
which guarantee th at our heritage and our trad itions shall continue.

It wou ld he superfluo us for me to speak before this audience about
the role of submarines and submariners in the past - and YOU need
no reminder of th e k{' ~ role they play on our na tional deft"~se team

and in our nat ion al dr-Irnw postu re tod ay,
As a professional mili ta ry man. I would like to acknowledge. how­

r-ver, the rnn tr ibution- of the man y in telligen t. competent and hrave
men who have s erved in submarines th rou gh th e ~t"ars, I t sho uld be
gra tifying to all Americans tu know that thi-, servir-e will continue as
long as there is need for it.

It is imt'l"esting to remember that two previous ships hav e been
named for General Greene. om- a IO-gu n n-vcrnn- t-uner whic-h had a
short bUI actin' comm issioned life from 1798 to 1799, an d the serond
a fr iga te wh ich was r-nmmis-dcuu-d in 179~ 1 and str icken from the
active rules in 181-t ,

In reca lling the events wh ich m ark ed th e life of Nathanael Greene
and in reading of the ships named for him in the past , I cou ld not help
but be struck by the grea t similarity bctwrr-n the qualities demon­
strated by him so Illan y ~eaN ago and th ose required h~- nuclear
submariners tod ay.

Ships like thi s one will continue to pla y an impo rta nt role in con­
tributin g to the security of our coun t ry. However , it has been sa id
that - " as greal as these ships may be , the y a rc turned hv a small
helm. and the helm responds to the will of ma ll. Without th at will .
without determination. without courage, and without skill and noble
purpose to gu ide it, thi s hull - its spee d - its pow ("r a re as nothing."

No matter how soph istica ted this ship lTlay be. the n" ca ll I'll' no
projection of tilt' na val pow er it represent s without man y highl y
tr ained men to mall and to operate it efficiently.

Howeve r, tra in ing- and professional ability alone arc not enough ­
these qualities m ust he ha wd O il a dedication to selfless service and
love of count ry.

T hrough the years man y American s have personified th ese charac­
teristics, - I count Nathanae l Greene amon g them .

General Nathanael Greene is ac kno wledg ed as the true military
st ra t~gis t of the Revolut ionary w ar . He was horn in 1742 in Warwick.
R hode Island : heserved in the sta te n-sernhl v, and commanded mil itia
during the siege of Boston.

\\' hile with the Army in the ;'\orth , lu- ma sterminded - for the
mos t parl - \\'a~h ingt (JIl 's campa ign", He n-mk-n-d outsta nding
service as qunrtr-rmasu-r genernl. .\ t one point he snld his t' state~ to

honor pcr-on al nolt'sgin'll to -a-run- -upplic-, for the Continental
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.\ rm y. Lat er in the Carolina ... he tX"" ;UIlt" the cornr nander flf tilt' .-\ml~

Hf the South. T here hi" brilliant ..l ral t'l..~ and da ring mancuvcr-, plaved
a majo r ro le in t he fina l undoing: of Hrit i...h P'",\\er ill Ame rica . W ith
an army which was 'I I firer a lmo...t ffll1l plt·tdy on papn he provided
the spirit and lea de rshi p. which "'ll1 hi rwd with 1111" va lor of other
pa trio ts pcrsi...ted a nd gained \'i' - I"J'~ despite thr- most adnTS('
conditions.

In a ser-ies of battle ... the Briti..h fell bac-k toward Cha r]t·...l oll un til
thei r fight ing po te-ntial W ;l" bh-d dry at Eu ta w Sprinl.,"'. in a fight
whi ch is a, kllm\ lcdged along- w ith Iht' arriva l of the Frenc h IlIT! and
the surrender of Corn.., a llis. a .. a dt'{-itling factor in I·mlin l.: t hc' Rt'H~

lut ionarv Wa r .

But mOK important, in m~ judgment, an' the qualit ies wh ich
Nathanael Grt'ene demon..trnted a'" an individual. - for I would
like to believe that thi... Q uaker from :'\ew En gland . t urned warrior .
left more th an milita rv \-inorif'" a... h i Iq:::a (- ~ and clai m to fame.

Histo rian Theod ore "lhavr- r n'p'lrt tha t ".-\<: the ba ttlefield of the
Am erican Revolution spread from Ho..ton to So uth C arolina. the
flame of Na rhnn.n-l G n-em- lx-ra nu- ;1 hou ..chold wor d throughout the
colonies. HI' en joyed (;t'0l")::e \ r ....hin l.: tclI1 \ frien d..hip ami adm irat ion
from the HTy bc'~i llnin ,g of III(' war, Hc' wa.. selected by \ r a..hin uton
to lx- his successor sho uld the IJ(Td uri....·." The Cont inen ta l Cong'fes...
('nnn lf rc-d in \ r a..hin j.,'1OIl·" ,hoin' and th('(e is rcason to hel ie\t" 'tha t
G reen e mig-ht ha w 1:)I'en a p rmni llt'nt I allll ida te for th t' Pn,..idt'll n
had it not bet'n fnr hi" ullli nll'h deal h in I i86 - a few ....('ek....hon of
forty·fh-e yea", of ;U!t'. Il l' \oo;lld nnt h;l\ -e rece ived ..uch (("cognit ion
- hl" woul d not hc' n 'lllemtx'rnl toc.la~ if he did not reprt"'i("nt t he'
tX""t of soldierl~ virtuc.. and the hi!!llC'..t of per;onal ..tand ank

T his, then, i.. \\ h ~ I bdi('H' t ha t nalllim:: th i.."hip .\'flt1w nal'/ G H 'f'1IP

i.. more than appropria le. II i... a trihut(' to a .great America n.
I tru..t that t he n;lllU' and haitagl' of thi.. g- rea t pa triol will t'\"C r he

..~ mbolic to ih rn'w of tho"l.' flua lit i,'" whie h a re ~l \'ital to flur''hation,
and - I hopc thaI hi.. image wilt provide inspira tion if Ihl'\" shnu ld
have occasion to qll e..t ion thri r ow n atkfl uacy. .

'It:,. our ship" may cha nge in typt' - and in mean s of propulsion
and III annalllelll. - h" t OIH' thin/.:: dnc~ remain consta nt _ and th aI
i.. t hl" ha"ie Anw ri,';rn \allll'" wh ich a n' "0 nrces«af\' to 1Il11l i\'at r a mall
fllr '(''f,.- ire to hi.. " IIlTl ln. .

In the fan" uf an un-ettled world . with r ri-i-,after r risi~ - in Cuba .
Pa nama. Cvpru-. and Vietnam, and in all t he ...hadow .. whe re there
lurks the ug- I ~ rhrrut of com m uni- m - in the Iace (If rho-e who n~

moral decencr.uion and \\t~a kl'ning mora l tiber in thr- fare of thO'I'
\ \ tlll ..ay tha t vita l value han ' la-i-n rclcuan-d m tlu- "rap heap,
In the la ce (If a ll rhi-, may thi.. shi p - and the crew ... whit h will man
it - ronuuue to demon ...trnu- that t he cOl lragc of our people. proved
a /.::a in and a,L:ai n from the: da~ ..of :-':athallad Grl'l'lll' until today in
the pest hole- of \ 'i(,tnarn. "I ill endures.

In m~ judemcnt thi .. "cold war" situation in whil'll \\t' exi,t j .. O IH'

which place-, dc'nMlHh on th r- individ ua l -ervicr-rnnn which an- onl~

..I i l.: h tl ~ 1('.... than tho-e cxpern-no-d ill an actual ..huolin t:: war. T he
nt'IT,"it~ to maintain a hiuh "Cltl' of rcadine« not ju..t for a fl"O
huur-c or d;r~ -. hut courinuallv ami indefinite]v requ ire- the \Tn
Iinr-..t ..ra nda rd .. of performance \\ hi, h in turn mu..1 1M' IM"!'d 011 Ih,'
hit:: he"t of personal ..tundard-.

The-e a re t imc·-. a" Thomn-, P.linc' miq ht han' wriucn if 1\1' w r-n­

wit h u-, todav , Ihat tr~ mr-n-, mma! IOllr;ll,:l'. Fortun a t.-lv. Ihi.. tn"lltr ~

hn... alwa ~ .. prodwTd men of mo ral a" w(·11 as (lh~ ..i,·al nlllral;t' when
it was most rll'nkd - whether \ \t' Il,ntinlll' to do ..o l11;lY \\dl deter­
mine whether freedo m and l i b('rt ~ "1lI'\'i\'t" I for oru- han ' no douht
th at the~ will.

Xo OflC"hhol' the Ihou t::hl of wa r lllore than tho"!' of II' \\ ho h;n l'
'o(TIl it fiI"t hand. That i.. wh ~ \\t' hOJl" Ihi hip \oilllll'\Tr " Iii 011 an
arlllal combat mi.... inn - or laUlll h ;1 mi ik in a n~n,

.\ nd "l) in Ihc')OIl!! d;lfk ...hadmo ..of Ihc' n lld .. aT. lila ~ Ihe X t// hanlld
Granf' pla y;iIl ('\Tn I.:H'a tn rolt' - 0 111' wh ich ll'q:r. thl' 1)1';\( (' and
dt,tcp' a ..huoting war.

If, ho\\(" \ ('f , and Gcxl forbid , it i.. Ilt·te"';lf~ th,l t thi ....hip ..a il to
troubkd 'o('a" - may her ..pt'ed hdp protl'tt thIN' ..Ilt' carric·...
T og-et her \\ ith thl' ot her greal ...h ip" ami a irtTah of our ncTI-. , in
l"omhina t ion wilh other loya l .\ nwrk an' , ll1a~ ..he ..tr ikl· ..wifth and
~ Ilrdy aga in"l tttl N ' who tran..,gn· .... a g:a il1,t tht' right.. a lld lihntie ... of
ffl'e men,
Subma rilltT~ han' Ilrn'r failt·d to n'''IJ< Jlld to t h i ~ ( h"II"I1,l,:e , \\'e in

the hrotherhlMld of the "ea "-.a lll\(' t tWIll ;1' they continue Iht, t radition
of dllt\-. pmf c..... ioll,,1 ('Clm prh ' lln' ;llld 'o('If-"uTifin' whi ,h ha.. ah\;th
hCTIl t he hallmark of Ihl' ..ubmari,lC' f( ,rn'~ of our :;\<1\ ~.

Thank vou .



Illl"t ilit y. intnk-ranrc and brutalit y, of the Roman Cat hol ic,,:.~

The t::H:at prupa~;lIldi ,t" for the K no w-Xorhin e- incvv-am lv adver­
ti..edthnt the American Pa rty wa -, no thing more tha n the otf-prina of
tho>;(' "t" l r·adju, ti n "~ princi ple- and rho-e clements of (X'rtlMnenn
foun d in the fi\ 'il struc t ure of tilt' U nit ed States. In chon tllt"y c-laimed
that K n(jw.:'\o thin,L: i..m \\a, th r child of the republic ~l ort'o\Tr , the
IJrl.::a llizn" fu rthe r ma ituairu-d tha t th l' p..inciph-s whic h ac tuuted Ih t'
Allen' s soeil,t\ in IlH 9 were preri..d y the p rinciplc-, which actua ted
the American J>a rt ~ in 18J4 an d IlH 4, and the Ohj l'i'ts "ou.g-ht h~

Know-:'\o thillI::" were the nhjlTts sou~ht b~ il" pro tot ype.' the
Ame rican Pan ~ . l .-\ mong" the mo-t important of th IN' principle- wa"
A rt icle Eicht IIf the Organ iza t ion Pla tform:

Rr-civrano- In rlu- ag-g-rt"...sin' poli,' ~' and cnrruptiua tendenc ies of
the Roman C,"ltholi,' C hun-h . ill nur count ry, b~ till' advancement
(0 al l political ~ ( ation~ - ,'xiTUli\"" It;;:: i~ l a t i H', judicial, o r diplo­
m a ti,' - nf thfl)ol' !lnly who do not Imld civil all q 6anl"t' d irtTtl y nr
ind jr e-r tlv, tn a n ~ l'llrt' il{1l PllW\T whet her civi l o r o-ch-siasrical.
and who an-,\ llll'ric;Jns hy birth. education and trniuiug : - thus
fulfilling ti ll' maxim. "Ame-ricanv " Il l y shall govern AnlC' riea ." j

The order, in its r harar ter and pu rpo'«', ignored I"ll tird y thr- s("nirma l
iv-ucx of [n-r-s uil and sluve rv. It took the Consti t ution of the United
Sta te" a , it found it. and al-o took for .l:: ranted that " han-vr-r d ome-t ic
instit ution a ny sta ll' mi ght choose 10 ad opt . was ~lIa rantc{'(1 to th a t
-ta tc bvr hc Co nstit utio n.

The Know-Xot hing l' a rt v anained natio nal rccognuion fullowillt::
tht· d en ion IIf Fr;mkl in Pierce 10 the pre"idency in 18.'">2. A, cord ing
to \ \ ·h igs a nd IMl i\'i, t, . PieR e recei\ 'ed mo"t of th.' foreign-born \ote,
T he c!en ion , comhined wilh th.. death~ of Henry C l.1y and Dan id
" 'd " te r, pw \t'd fatal (0 the \\" hill: Part ~ . '-\" it Ix'came n ·i<!..llt t ha t
tlJ(" Dl'lllO<" ra ts \ \t'f!' . hief bene ficia ries of Ihe forei~ll·horn cit i/,enry,
Illan y Whigs \\Tft' n..ad y to ('a"l lhei r 101 with any nat ivist pa rt y \\ hich
wou ld allow th("m rnTngl'. ,-\ " IMt i\'i"lTl grew, it ,olkn t'{1 almo"t a"
man y or~alli/.a t i ol1a l na nH'" as it d id ll1ellllx'T". I II 0 11 1" town Ihl"
na ti\'i"ts wnl" ,L: l"Oupn l as the Orlln of the Slar.Spang,1l'd Banller ,
"h i ll ~ ill a Ill' ig;hhorin.c: \'illage tht, " Amer i, a lls" would 1M' k nO\~ 1I a"
til(' Sons of Iht, Sin '" of '7I-i or t he Ordn uf C n ite-d .-\ nw ri.'an". But no

~Thnrna. R . \\" h i uw ~ , A De/r" a of rhr .~mnirQ" P,,/iq ( ~ , \, _ . 18" 0 1, p . 23 1.
l lbid" p" 28fi , ~/bid .. p. 296.

T IfE KXOW· :\OTHI:\G P.\ RTY IX RH O D E IS I..,\ XD

R rli;!iOlIl Bigotry and Political SU(U H

h~' L.,a ay .-\ " TIIO" ' - R ' ''D
Bro....n Lni...·nil!

Tin: K:-:OW-:\oTIII:-:G I'AH.TY of the IR")f).; was found n! a t Vallr-\
Forge, Pennsylvan ia. by Geor g-e \\' a~h ill g-I nn . .-\s uurnnvinring a n;1
ludicrou s as thi s state me nt rnay sound, it was, ncvert hell" ", om-ide n-d
by many nativists (0 t K~ t he tr ue origin of t heir part y, ~ l oH'onT, for
one of their most well-publici zed ~ 1(J~a n~ Ihey rep-uted \\ 'a"hing-ton's
supposed order to his men : " 1)1I1 non e but .\ ml'r ic-an" on cu ard
lo ni.ght !"I

Although only the rad ical win.g of th(' K now-Xol hin t:''' t r.ucd their
pa rty's found ing- to Ge orge \ra-hinet on . mo-t of the pa'n \' did, at one
time or anot her, loo k for nativist out h reak-, in the p;hl to· .~i\(· a ,<,n'>,('
of cont inuity to the ir present eml,tilll1", The Aiir-n .\1 I" Ilf I i 9H. the
no- po pery out pourjnpv in colonial Amer ica , and cvvn the Queht' c
,\ n or 1774 were all cited a" t'a rh ma nife,"tal ion " of America n
nat ivism. But that wh ich ga\'r- n<lti\ 'is'lll its rea l "t ft'n~th and animus
was anti-Catholirism , It was upon thi" em otion that thl' Kn ow­
Not h i n ,~ Party fed . and it was rl'li,L: iolis hig"otry th aI provided ample
nou rishment to its follower",

T he Kn ow-Nothing Party (lf i~ i llaled ill the min d of Chnrk- B.
Aile? o.r N r-w York, who in I R.f9 ,gaw it a nuck- us h~ forlTli n~ a ~'cre t
pamouc S1Xi" ty' known as th e Order of thr- Sta r-Spang-It'd Ha nne r.
The order, as origina llv conceived In' Alle n, \"as not to enter th('
poli~ ical arena dirrctlv; hu t wa v to suppo rt the Illor,' n<l ti\'i,ti,alh
~ ndmed among the nllmi nee" of I- xi,till~ p;lrti ...... hoping in thi" wa \ I ~l
m..ure the d c-ction of men host ile to foreign a nd Ca tholit- i nflllt"~t'e

U.~ing_ ra tion alizat ion a.~ it.. mudr for rapi d .£:: TO\\I h, t Il(' nati\;
Amenc~m claimed that Ihey had Ilt'w r assa iled tht' forei gncr or th l'
Ro~~nl~t occa w;o(' of either hi.. hinh or his religion. Ill'< t('ad , ti l("
na tn'lsts announced th at they wert' oppo"n! ont\' to t}1(" moral and
po liti, a! id iosyncrasil's of Ihi' (;alh()l ic ~ . whirh \~t"r{" " hos tile 10 om
soc ia l and politica l int t"Tesls, and if l'wr a war of d a""l's or uf rd ig-ion
occur" on ,·\merican soil, it will he the fr uil onh ' of the d an'nish

Ill umphn"}" , 1- n " " nond . TIr~ K " ou·S ot hi" t<: Part,. ( Wa ~l; i " IIl: IOll , IQO')1, p. 10.

102

!%4J Th e " ·no1l"-S othin,c Party in R hode I!/rl nd 103



IO{ 'lhr j..·'Wll'·X othinr: Porty i1l R hode l sland [O r! (lh"'r I%{ J T he !': 1I 0l1'·X ot hlll j.!, I'IlTty i ll Uh(//[,' I ,/l/ Ild

1lI.IUn what tlln \\I 'rCO lalx-led, the a im'" o f all the nat l,j"'t '" wert'

ha cicnllv idc·llt ir :l1 : th.., ult iman- -upprc-sion of Catholici..m in
.\ n1l'rif;. "lhe te-rm " K n{ I\\ , :"\o l h i ll~" wa s a pplied on l ~ a fter th ..,
p;l r t \ had g-a im'd nflt ll r i('I ~ h ~ ib op-r.uicn-, in pol iti..,... II bt'CUlW
po pul;nh known a" t lu- " nllw -:\ol h in~ Partv wh en t he :'\('W York
T riVll /1t' ;lll;u-hni that n.um- lu it Oil Xovcmb-r 10 . IR:'l3 ..-\Cco lllll in l.:
til a certain dq : rn' for lilt' parl ~ \, ' une:"" wa, the strict di.... ipline of
lilt' memlx-r-, \\ hic h it cxvrri-ed 11\ t he impo-it jon o f e nt rance require
mrnt-. ....-c n-t (1;(1 11-, a nd rhc medium of hiera rchical orga nizat ion o f

the .... 1l-il·l\ iN'If:~

n i lk r i~~ -harplv [nun rhr- ""'Ut'"1 nauvi-t -ocie rie.. which anu-datccl
it, the Kno w.:'\oth in c: orca nizarion [rom t he outset m a d,' politic the
vehicle flf ii' narivi- t principle... Theoret icall y member-hip wa '
n-aru n-d to nat ive-born l' mn- cm nt- who were at lea-,t I \\ ent ~ -olle

ccar-cold. and who wen- not united hv ma rr ia rc to a Rom a n Cat holic.
i n n-alitv . howr-v er . tlu- nu h qualif icat ion fo r Kn ow-Xothinc
a lk~ i;HlCl: \\;1' ;Ulti.Calhol it-i, m· a nd adherence to the bel ief tha t t ilt'

Ca tholic Church \\ ;1' "''''''lllially d angnou' to the ideal- contained in
t ilt' Ctlll, t itu tinn :

TIl\" Cathnli." Chu r, h i, fon-ig-n: it, ag-t"lI ts, 1::1Iidt"s and di n·rtu r-..
an' ill g-n';I( p.n t fon'ien; ih pa ramount att;u'h nll"ll t~ ;IT" ft'n 'i~ :

its lIIor;11. if nn l il" poli licl! J. 11..c:iance. i, fort" i~ ll : and it, amhition
i.. It> df"l"! ' Il. h ;\ th:Illg-" ill 1111' ,(Kial con, titlHion o f th,' cou n tr~

:!' ,lia\] ;1"iUli!:11e Ill.. l'uhli t' 1", lic~ aud the privatt· ha b its alld
oJlin it>ll" of till" n:lt ion to Illl' (" ;Ll ,lt iu~ , of a Chun·h ", hii'l l i, it ~d f.

a ~ r\'~a (,h niw ·-lt' llt!l.. o f ou r l,,"o PIt- . "" t"JII ially a f"n' i~n IMI\\lT,"

:\' ot t he flln' ig:nrr, hUI th.. Ca tholir. \\ as thOll ~lll to H IIl..titutc tilt"
, h id (.h , t;u It- 10 11ll" pn'~T\al ion o f a n " .\merican" U nited Stall'",

Tht' ..l rottl·g\ fll!l(l\\I 'd 1)\ t ilt" " n!lw.:\oth in s::-s wa , 't'cn· t. ~ et ddi·
nite. B\ \\ orki;lL: thwlI l.:h l ilt" nwd iu lll nf Ihe c u rre nt pol it ica l pa rtit' ~ ,
ti ll' na; i\-i, h i llt~'l1l kd 10 ",\ mn ic llli/ e" .-\merit'a throug:h 1 t'~ i ..la tiol1,
Th lls. h y irnita tilll.( t li.. prot·,·"I''' of a para, ite . thl' K now. ;'I:nt h in g-'
IU)1Wd to lin' ofT lh .. l if" !lf lht' a lrl'ad y-l'"ist ing politi ral org:an i/ a lion ..
\\ h ik inft ,q in,l.( IhI...,' pan it·, with KnO\\ -I'\ot Ii in.1.( belief ~. Tht' ,, ]],)w­
.:\"01h in g: pro gr ;1tn was '" ,t Ii shrnHIl~ t'llg inetTed and ' lI(T in rt ly ..tat t'd :

c'c. J. j\"Oll tl M " -,"" liIJi, "! in (,' 0 11 .. nlie ,,, ( \ \' "" hin,! lon, 1938 ), p . I 1i·1,
o;,7 IiJid .. \J. H,t..

It advoca ted the rq)l 'al of ll:lt ural il;lt i" n la \\~: nom- hUI nanv ...
Anu-rir-a ns for o ffio-: a 1m I'< ' Anu-rirnn O>l111110n wh ....,l wsn-m:
wa r 10 rhc hilt o n Rom a nivm : "pp....ition to th.. format ion of
militarv com pnni-.. Ctllll IMI\n l of fnn 'i!':'lIt 'r s ; 11I"tility 10 all papa!
intl llenn's : mo re ..tring-" Ilt and d TtT tin' inuniaranou laws: the
",,'ndi n£; had; o f a ll fon-icu pdup.:r, 0 11 our shon-s : and summing
,'\"('"ry t h in~ III' - " oll r countrv. our wb"lt· r-ountrv, ann nnlhin~

but o ur co un t ry." ;

Unlike t he political p;lrti~ o f thl' 185' .... which we-n- h....ominu
d ivided over sectiona l i ~M le, vurh a" ..lave rv. th r- Ka n-a..-Xebra- ka Act .
and local economic", the K now-X ru hin e- mai nt ained one bo nd of
unite - am i-Cntholici-m. B\ tran....e lld in~ t he current -ituauon-, and
pmblr-ms and relyin g- w holl y' o n deep-se-ated , ~(" t un ivercal prejudice .
the Know-Xorhing- bccan 10 ma ke po lilic,lI hra.h\a~ .

The spring deninn~ IIf 1 8~)-t "'I\\' the order ma kr it-, fir- t d ra matic
hid Io r po wrr. It , members derided 0 11 the ir 0\\11 c.mdidato, a nd
made their \\'a~ to the poll- 10 vote. Thr n-cuh wa-, phenomenal.
\ ,"hok rir ket- wer e ca rrie d into o lJitT. ~ lt'n wh n w r-n- unoppo-cd for
eler -t inn a nd \\'ho ha d lx-cn lonn.-dnl , 'iflor~ Iound ,hnn..c1n ..;
defealed h \ unknown Kn()\\ -:\"()th illl.......~ Tim .. t he p;lr a..iti ,- organi,m
\\'hi,h ha d be s::-un tu s::-row h\ d ra \\'-ing- il~ 'trenc:th from Ihl' m ajor
pa rti D now ~'_L:an to ·d r'li n (;rr the \T ry lifd ll'MI(I of t he \\' h i~ a nd
the Democra t... The Knm\ ,.:\"ol h ill.g 1';lrt ~ .. \\'h it h at fir- t a dhr-rcd to

a poli cy o f co ntrolling- \'otl" from within tilt" ,"nfim..; o f t he oriL:ina l
po lili"al o r.t:::lIl il a l ions, n o \\' hq,::a l1 10 t h rin' al Ih(' " " 1'11' 11'( ' o f t h' N'
pard,'" C a ndidate.. for olli cl' WClI' nuw ~i ft l'd t hrough t hl' '( Tl'e n o f
Ihe " .-\ merira n" pri nfip\"" ;ldH II 'a tnl h~ the SOfit"t ~ . T he i '~ll '> o f
natiYi,m \\'as p ro \'in g- a m ply ..u fTi c1t'll t fo r the ha ..i.. o f a Ill '\\' p:l rt ~ o f
national propo rt ions. This fa rt .. fllllpkd with t ilt' politit 'al n mfll..ioll
whifh I'mCl~("d fro m inl n nal ha tt k .. with in thl ' m ajor pa rtics ( ca IN 'd
hy di\Trgen~ opi nio n on , Lt\T ry ) , rnll!tn ! in a lar!.:e 11 1Mtt a rhed \'olin,g
public which wa s r a..ily a ttac hl'd to Ih ., Kl1ow.~·ulhin .g Part y. .

The rise o f the "now·:\" othin.L: Pa rt y dkt'ln! a r ha llL:t' of I1M]"r
importance ill t he Ame rica n polit ical S('l ' IW , Th r.... forn '" oplTat~ng­

together a ccoun led for till' ri..e o f "l1ow.!\o{hing is1l1 : lhe r o nfu sIOn
of party ali gnment... the .~la\l· ry (ont rm tT..~ . a nd Ihl' gro \\{h uf <I

sinc o:re nat ivist S<'nt inwnt. \' It \\ a, tl\l" n llllhina t io ll of a ll th ree fo rre..
' R..-\. Billinj;\lun. T lu P, oIH l a' I ' (.",urad~ (C;10,j('.·,ln, ~t.". _ . l ' lti3 l, p. 387.
" Ib id ., p . 3 ~.O.
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that brought Know- Xothi ngism 10 pown - and it was in the election
of IR.'l.'l t hat t he party rea ched its climax and began its ultimate
declim-.

/I
"To hold forth a li\('I ~ exper iment, that a mo-t flouri..hin.g civil

..ta te may ..tand and hl...l be rnain tnined with Iull hbertv in religious
concernnwnts.v-c- Ih('S(' words, part of the Royal Charter of Rhode
l-land. echoed Ihf' rdigious view of the founder of the sta te. Roger
W illiams. ThN' words al-e cre.ued in Rhode Isla nd th e ideal flf
rt"li.gious frr-edom for all fOf its inhabitants. Yet in l R.i.'llh,·'o,(· .~lIltkn

idt"als berame iami-hcd in the li.dll of the anti-Cathol ir victor- of the
Know-Xot hinc l' a rt v. ,\ s d 'f'\\ here in the nation. however, the anti­
Catholic er notinn of IR:; _~I wa_s ()n l~ an overt reaction of latent f(·d im,:..
and earlier outbre-ak-.. ,

Polit irs in Rho(1I- ldand in the ISH).;; brought mu ch of dormant
rrl i.giolls intoh- rance to th e sur f;He when, in IlH 2. there was an appe-al
to lilJ('ralill' thl' "Iate ron-tinnion . Lrnil IR-l2 the ron..titut ion nf
Rhod e Island was still the colonial cha rter of Charle s II. This dO("I1­

me-nt, \\ hirh ha d bo-n in force for nearly two cen turies, wav tbe- objt·(,t
of murh nqitnt ion. The liberals. who were the followers of Thoma..
[Jnrr-, demanded ,I whnll~ II. ·W !-:(J\Trnmt'ntal schcme, bUI succeeded
(lnl~ ill rneh'in~ a oun prom i.....- of ron -tinnional amcndmem-. In
18-l:? the n isi.. n-.« hcd a climax when the question of extelldill~ t hr­
..ulfr a.gt· was rai-cd. 0 11 IIII' one <idethe liberals and Dorr itl's, a lnn .~

with t ill' immiurnnt ,groups, demanded an ove rthrow of the "uri-to­
r rnric" ,l;"o\Trllll\('nt in R hode Islan d . T o ar hicve their ends thev asknl
for unive-rsal ma nhood slllf rage. ' I-he opposition. the ron....:T\·atiw
r lcnwn t in !til' slall' , wanted to k('('p n llltrol of th,: go\TTlllllt'nt h~

suppn·...sing thl' {'\t'r-illn(,<l..in~ num her of forei,gners, T ht'st· ("(1Il­
"t"Tvat ives. of ('oU,..t', mainlai ned pnlit ica l rOlllr~1 of the ~ tatt" h~
enacti ng "trin ,!,:t"llt na lural ila tion legislat ion and by refusing 10 perm it
all\' cxtension (If silifrage to the Ilew Rh ude I..landers. Bv 1842, a full
th i'rtl'('n yt'ars bd or(' KllOW- ]\'olh in~i..m wa.. to lega lly ;a ke th.. rt"ins
of gono Tllllle nt in tlw sta tt', R hodc lsland was ra \'aged by a rdigious
q uest ion ill a po litir,tl dispute.

The fort"ign population in Rhode b land had r('a{"hrel large propor­
t ions in 18-l2, and all sign.. poilllt'd to an e\'en greater immi ,t:ration
boom. '1'111' (,It,(t ion of tha t ~ t' a r. (urt hermore, rd l l'Cled Iho'o,(' sigll";I"

anti-Lri-h and alll i-Catholk liu-raturr- w a-, puhlid ~ displa yed in
Ruga \r illiams\ ....anctuarv for tile' oppres.....-d. Some co nservative,
e-ven »ent 'o,() far a" to am icipatethe t;ut il-" tha t \\t'Te later u-ed by the
nativists. Politi cal handhill- ill UH:! prarticallv announced the coming
.If the Knm\ -:'\othings :

X.\TI\'[ .\ \ IER IC..vx C ITIZE:\"S !

, . , CIIRISTL\:\" rROFESSOKS OF RHODE IsLA:\"I),
I put to ~'OU a plain q uestion Will ynu a nvwer it as on till"
...LT-Ut of ( ;On, to III \ I ..x n ,"Ol -It ows cos scra xcs s ? Doesit
al-Jpt'ar thai tilt" Ill'" Con..ntutiou . , . is of sud. a cha rac ter as
to th reaten d"m g:er to your ri!1: llt••md privileges. or thf}';(' uf
oth"r;? Is it oppn-s,iH' in its providonv or tx'a ring:,? \\"ou ld
you 1M, ju-rifi r-d in rt'jl'("tin~ it. and in 'ldOplillll: another which
will place ~our zo vernnu-nt , your civi l and political incti tutions.
you r PL'BLIC SCHOOI.S, and l)t'rhap' your REJ.lGIOL'S
PRI YILEGES, u nde-r tju- control n f ti lt' POPE of RO:-'fE.
through tht' medium nf T IIO t · S,,"S Os of X.\TL"RALIZED
FORE lex CAT HOLICS ? , . , Yl't, n' jt·t l ti ll' Constitution
now p rese nted to you, and you show your pn-fen-nrr- for
another, which, j /lOuft/ it .C·'" b,' adopted, W ILl. rLACE
T HE BAI.LA:\"CE OF POWER I:\" TilE STATE IX T HE
II .-\XDS OF T HOSE PEOPLE" " I "

A second question which affiined t ill' people of Rh ode Island was
that of tem perance. T his "problem." not unlike th e qu est ion of the
extended suffrage. was also directed toward the state's ma rked
increase in the lIumblT of Cat h(}Ii(~ imllli~ran ts. In hoth C;\se~ the
g:reate r and mon° im p')rtant qllt 'slin n was <tlways that whi ch was
a..ked in a whispl'T: what of Ca tholic infllll' lUT and domina tion '!

Wh en the K now-:\'o th ing- Part y fillally ("fos'o,(,d Ihe honle!" of
Rhode Island in IH:H, it disco\Trnl that thc basi ,' ma tl'Tial for
politica l success was aln'ady plnt'lll. T he DOff Rebelliun of tht '
pre\'ious der ade had unl"Owrnl la tl'lIt i1llti·Cat holi(-ism; there was
agitati on for temp.: ra lll"t', and {'slwri ally for tIll' passa ,[(e of a " .\la int'
Law " that mack alcoholism an (JIII'IISC' alm ost as lil-testahle a..; hom i­
r ide; and the foreign-born pOJlulatioll of the slate \\a" abullt :w,onn,
ur one fift h o( tht' lotal p" pulat ioll, .\101'1 '''\('1" , hoth til\' \fh i,!.,"" and

I"Hro ad,id,· Fil.., R. 1. 1Ii> t , Sut'.
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thr- Ikllluuab refused to tuke- 'IIlti..laverv positions. \, bile me...t Rh ode
I..landl'r" \'l"ft· ..trollgl~ behind the abolitioni..1movement. The Know·
:\nlh illl':" found many wcaknc...."l.... in the political a rmor of t lu- ..tate,
and ,,~ ' '.l,:i\·ing the people what thn wanted. ' the Order of the
Xati\T .\ Illt'riean" began 10 1,:0 In work ill Rhode 1..land .

In thl' hi..tory uf K now-Xor hin vi..m in Rhode lela nd . ther e i..ull l ~

nlW (,1("( that call be ab..ol utl' l~ a..-e-rn-d . I II the ..pri ng- uf 18.'):) it
r nnqucred. '-" 'hell it {'aITH' no 0 111' can ";l~. wha t it caw s-an oll l~ he
imal,:i lll'IL II.. pronTd ing-.. were too M'lTel and ih n-cord.. too fn' to
1",tr'; I~ murh of it.. cxi-u-ure."!' Ye-t , in trac ing the pa th (If Know·
:\othingi..m in Rhod e I ..land. rt-rtain unrni..tak ab le ..ign.... fa ll lx- s een .
.\ lthlJll.l;"h (lilly llt'w"pa plT ,HTllIJl I (>; of na tivi..m remain, the~e bi l ~ (If
infonn.uion uncover t he d i"tillt,ti\'t' pattnn of the g-n m th of anti­
( :atl" llk i..m anti ..IJ( IW a nr-w mrule of rdig-ioll" intoleranc e in actinn
in .\ lllt" rica \ first foothold of reli,l;" iou" lilx-rtv. For, indeed . in Rhode
l- da nd rdil,: iou.... d isc riminarinn \\;, .. rardy overt. but it w".. rou ....tnnt lv
pn-ccn t through indi rec t rrfcrcnrr-.

In I lG 4, whill" the Kn nw. :\llihi ng- Pa rt ~ wa .... adding ~la'i",;u· h u "'CtI~,

COllnt'oicUl, Xla in r- , and Vcrmom to it" ....n-adilv inc reasing li,..t of
victorie-, Rhode l -land f{'m;linn! aloo f and indi fferellt. Thl' Pro\'i­
tI('llI ( ' Dlli/y 10/l"ld/, the " -hi!.: n('\"'paper a... wd l a" tht, leadi n~ (Jf.I~all

of puhli(- opinion in tht' 'late, ("arrird litt l(', if any, t'd itor ial nllumrnt
ahou! th(' Know-:\nth illl.!" in Rhod(' h land . Some menlion of nati\i"l
acli\'it ~ in X('w York and :\('W j r N'Yw·a~ ,::::iwll "pan', hut in !.:elleral
tilt' }r1ll"1I11"poke only ahnlll K1l()\\.:\(Jthin~sm in a p....."ing mallllt·r.
In Xml'lTlI.ll-r 18.H , for ex;uuplt", adnni"C"ments Ilf anti-Cat holic
malerial.. \'('ft' not uncollllllon int lw 11e\'''paper:

Imo" \m.:"TS W ,':"HO Tn S.'lI hy Suh'niplion PAI'..\ !. co:\"·
:-,PI R,\CY EXPO"' ED and P ll o T F " T " S Ti "!o1 Ih .n :s 1>t l. , . ,
flY !-: () \\' AIU) BEECIIER. 1l . J) . ' ~

It i.. Illit improhable that t i l(' rormal ion {If a cOllllfi l for Rh Olk
h b lld wa" I)('gull ....01'11 aft l'f th,' adoption of th e Know-;I\'nthing­
COIl..l itlll in l1 in j llnc 111:14 , for "l1u.... i on~ we're made hy tl1l' Pfl '~~ 10
'',·I n·1 ,~;lt he r i l1 !-.""" . In j uly IfFJ·l l!\(' Providence /' m1. thl ' Ik ll10u al ir
organ, pru ll'''lt'd ag-ain.q tht , an ion of GOH-rnor \\' illiam \ " afllt'r
Hoppill when 111' iS~lle d a rm.. an ti un iform" to two comp,lllit,~ of nWlI,
wh" Lllln l lhem"l.'ln·" th(' " C;lIan l..of I,ihl'f ty," Th(, nllll panil'~ W('Te

l l( :1,,11 k< S.( j,- ~ 1I ,"" A:~ "lt -Solh i .. ~ iJ '" i" 101",/, I d lHld ( Pw , id .' nn' , 18'l-l-1. V 8
I~·rh, /' ,m id"" , O" ilJ I ",,,""I. :-;," ,·ml...r :!-t . 11lJ-t

composed wholly of native-born American.., and the Poll con..idered
it a manifestation of the pr('<'('nce of Know< '\othing-i..m and an
attempt on it~ part to have a military f{)otin~ in till' ..tare ."

Followin g the :'\on 'ml)l'r election in IIn-1- , whirh in R hode I..land
was only an election Ilf local .... ignificance and of om...t itut ional amend.
ment referend umc, Knt)\\ ·Xot hing- i"m became wi{k..pread in its infiu­
e-nce-. T he Democrat- ber-an u- a minoritv party in tht, sta te election of
IS,H. O m- of thr- Demo -rats' most ab le leaders. Phi lip Allen , their
llJl .. un ·(·, ..ful cn ndidntc for the Senate, -pon-orr-d an ag-g- re~si\"(' pro­
gram of poli tica l mea .... un-.... Thi.... prog-ram. llullinin .c: dJange.. th at
..ccmcd rad ical, if not n-cohnion arv. had alienat ed man ~ con-crvarivc
vou-rs . T he " ·hi.!.: I\{'w spapt'r ~ , mo reover. had alrea dy begun 10
rnudurt a sub tle and dTt·t·ti\"{' a ttac k on the Ikll1ocratx, in whichth ey
did not he"itat e to ap!){'al to rnrin l and rdic: inll'i prej udice ~ la,,"a{"hll'

"1.'11 .. provided a most decided \·inoq (IIr the na tivists, whil e in
Cumberland. Rhode bland, Fenner Brown . a n.uivc American and
a Dem ocrat. wu.... den-an-d by a n unknown Kn uw':"'ol hin!.: na med
Bo yden . T hi.. victorv, although it was slig-ht in plurality, wa..... quilt'
..ignifica nt a" an omen or the future. Indeed. thi.. fir"t Know -Xot hing­
victorv in Rhode b land Wit.... im mcdiatclv ft'Cn~il('d as a sig-n of the
times by th e \\"or( t...t('r , ~Ia""'''<l c hu''('"t t~, Spy:

From all that \\ C Cln k;un. there an' pn·u}· (Tru in indications
that Rhod e hland will. at Ih,' next ,'Ieninn . I'lan'lwn-df hy the
~idl'" of \ la~"-l t ·h IN·th Oil dll' AIIl('n l"an qUl...tinn, for it "l't'1II" Ilut
"Sam" !la.. 1I1;ln-lwd an......' till:' di~put{'d bOllnda'1',H

Sam. of ('()lip.(', .. Innd ror lemperan('c, r('''loration of the ~I i ....;ollri
Compmmi~. total abolition or th e roreil!n influx, \\h"t her in th('
name of the P"I.ll' or Bi..hop Hughe" of Xl'W Yurk o•• lUl, in !.::e lleral.
an~thing " .-\nll'n{-all." Sa m ht'camC' th e na me for all KllOW-Xol hing
plot " and d{'..igll~, and a~ th(' SllY wa~ quic k to nh~T\{" Rh ode I..lan d
was prepa ring to wekome Sam to her soil.

Being w mewha t It' ....... opt'n with ed itoria l ro mnu·nt..... abo llt Know­
Xot hin gislll in its hOlllt' "ta te, th e j ourllalma intained a sirict policy
of indircct rr fogn itioll of the new forcC'. ,," hethn or not Ihe ,," hig
orga n of the ..t<lt e was hl',ginning tu feel ils :o>trl'nJ.: th ('bh i~ mere ~pcC ll·

blion , but , ill reality. tht, /' roviden ce j our/wl joitll'd tht' mOH !llellt
l ;lStid,m'~· , op. cil .• p. II .

llCarl~ton B..al •• llrilH-I\,,~ dr l, Cr~<(JJt (;\i.Y,. l"tiO ), p. 2:10.



A l>UMtC":-'; S:

TO \\"1I0~1 THESE PRESE:,\TS ~IAY CO~I E

G rvcting :
\\'h('n'a s certain rumo rs a re a floa t. of a certain tra nsact ion. of a
certa in ami-Sam part y in ti ll' vicini ry of till' co rne r o f Claveric k
and Broad st Tt·CIS. t'\"('~' true :'\ al isT Amcrira u born ci tizen is
n-quesn-d . one and a ll to a~M' lIIh ll' t b t·n·.,. One and all to th r­
re-sc-ue- _,. ! !:!fl

W ith th e April 4 elertum approarhi nu rapid ly and the Wh ig COI1­
\Tnt inn onh a day away tht' j ou,nllf finally m ad e i t ~ edi toria l Colllmcllt
regard ing Know-K ot h ingislll ill tht' sta tt'.

-ri ll' 1" "1 [TIll' 1)" !IIl" '1' :lt it, IIl'wsI,a p' '1' ] Illisutlc!l-rst ant!" or pro­
fessl's tn l11i\tLlldel, ta nd, oll r n' lI1a rks U p Oll t ilt' p" li tic a J cond ition
of th t' Statc', and n'pn''''' l1 t, \I ~ ;\' sayi ng: th,1t hostility 10 tht'
Ca tholics is pari of tht' Wh i~ dcwtril.... Wt· said th:!t tht' doctrinl's

I I I

~" ~t."d, 22, 1111,1,

T he A'now-X01hill!.: /' (/r/ )' in R hO/I,' [..land

From the Xovembcr election till the election o f A pril 18':':1, which
was the guocmatonal election in R hod e Island . th e Kncw -Xorbings
cond ucted a vigorou- a nd secret campaign. T here w ere no public
political ~at herin.l.,"" a lt hough t hr K no w- Xor h in gs did continue to
operate at a h igh pitch in t he "pht'res or temperance, pro-abolitioni..rn,
and religion.. agi tation,

Followin.g a ~fa'''<l ch u''Ct1s 1"'l::i,lati\'e inve..ligation of nunnery
activities. simila r demands eru pted in Providence. H ere. a ~U\IIl!!

lady, Rebe cca ;\e\\ ell. wa s reported to have been forced to join a
COIl\"Cnt. " 'ithin a mailer of hours, han dbill, wert"ci rculated through­
out the citv:

I would han' our country roruinue In II( ' the asylum fo r ti lt'
opprc-e-d of all ot her lands : h ili wha t I contend for is, tha t this
Ann-rir-an asvlum should III:' l.!OI '''''II'(1 by Ame ricans. I would
han' rln-m n-cr-ived wit h tilt' ~Tt'ah"it kindm-« and ho-pualitv. hut
the rites of huspi l:llilY do no t demand thai W,' should surrender
our own homes a nd fin-cid..s 10 rhc co,,, ,,,I of fort'i~nt'T'i. . , . T hey
should Ix, fully secured and prorccn-d in tilt' enjoyment of all their
just rights - lilt" ri~h l s of pt'l''ClIl. ri~hlS of propene. and righ ts of
conscience. hu t t!lt"y· han' "0 li~h' 10 insisl upon !!orollill!! this
rountrv. which na/it'.· .-I. mrricans can eorcrn b. tt, t,ll'

190 4]

T he j OlH IIII1 . by now almost p ublicly ant i-Cat holic . although still
ant i-Know-Xoth ing, crmtinucd its poli cy of d iscrimi na t ion throug h
invidious stories and co m ments:

It is said th a t sillt'(, K llnw :\'othill~ i s lll has be come so po pular in
New York, Ihl' demand for " Irish stews" .. , ha s enti rely ceased.
and the landlords have strh-ken rhe-od ious dish from their h i ll~ of
fare , \ \ \ . wo uld \ ug-gt'sl that t ill' \" suhstitu te on" whi d f'llIw.t
n't'Olt1lllt'nd ilself to t' \ 'l'f)-' real Y;·lIlkt,t,. viz : .Johnny ca ke ;lnd
l1loJ :l ~ st 's . " ,ls

110 Th,' ":n olt'-Xolhin .1.: Party in R hode [J/mul lO fl oht'r

towa rd anti-Catholicism throug h offhand remarks and third-person
account s o f Know-Xoihin g activ ities.

The j ournal of Dec ember 7. 18:")4 , car ried this report :

T he :'\ t'WIII: lrt Advertiv-r is inclined to ~o for the K no w Xorhings.
on the groun d that t1ll'y an- in favor of abolishin~ ti lt' disri ncriou
that prevails in this state betwee-n native and naturalize-d r-irin-n,
in res pect 10 sulrra~e.IS

while the ra':K'r o f the fo llowi ng- day had this to s.ay:
The proposition to prohjbi t the enli-truent of fon·i~n("o. in till'
anny is running K now Xorhinzism into the ground. T he Irish
and Germans who ronsritun- so large a portion of our armv do
not make till' hMt soldie". hut Ihey arc beucr than nom'. a nd WI'

hOI)(' the- day is fa r divtau t when able bodie-d narivr- American
citilt'ns r-an find no 1lI:'lIt'r t'II1Jlloymo'nt than ~'rsing in the ra nkv
in t ime of III:·atT.1t1

Yet hy J)ITeml x'r II K now-X ot hinc r('puns be gan to a ppt'ar 011 the
first a nd ....-rond p.:l~N, in..tead o f Oil t he th ird a nd fourth , while the
datelines carried Xe\\' England add rr-c-ev rathe r th an ;\ew York Citv
and Philadelphia . I lltk~d. hy mid-December eve n the jOll rnar~
ac-unu-d indiffe rence finall y broke down into recognition of t he fan ~ :

\\' Iw n l i lt' D" lI1(l("ra tie standard bearer in Xew Ha mpsh ire is a
Know :'\olhing. and Ih us openlv acts with the opponents of
vlavcrv: a nd whr-n an arui-Xebrav ka man. like Morrison. is
unanimou-ly rc -nourin au-d for COIlP:Tt'\>. t hr-rr- is <;(lm ("( hi n~ in
tlu- wind .. , ,H

AI the sa me liltle t ht ' j ou rnal hecame a sound ing board for an y local
nativist !rner :

l~'J"'H n(JI, n "(",, ," hH 7, 185-t, HI D"""mht-r R, 185 0{. . 17Da..mh..r I I, 18.H ,
l ' Ikn'nhn 15, IR5-t.
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avow ed by lilt' K rlow ;\oth inl:::s wi-re all t'xal:::~tTatinn of tliose
which bad ".~'n maintained by th ,' \\,h il:::s ; h ut no CIIW that ha s
n -ad thi s papt'T could be ij!nuroull that a part of that c·xac:c:t'Tatinn
\,as e xt' ·lld inc: totiu- Idij!'i otl of illtlll ic:r;lIlls tilt" r-aution which rh ..
\\'hig, c·... lc·nt/, ·d olll y tn tlu-ir noili\·j l~ , , ' \\·t· han', tjrm- afn-r
tiuu-, \\b"l l ;n gll ing against thr- I )" IIIOlTa til' doctrine of ..... tt·lIdillg
rill" sutrragl" 0 1 c'qual \(TIIlS to litiz.·II'; " f fo rl' ig-Il an d lIati\"!' hirrh.
h"'('11 r arefulto 'talt' tha t our "hj"rtion, we-re 10 til\' lIatillllality of
the ill lllligrarlts, and 1I0t to tlH' l' rl'\'ail inc: religion allltlll,C: IlwllI.2 1

By c'spousing nat ivist and ant i- Irish goals, b ut not the nann- h~ w h ich
tlu: :<r goals \\I'n ' Ils11a ll~ know n . it he.T amr ovid...n t that t llC' [ ourn ut.
as well a ... t he whoh- W h i.g party in Rho(h' Isla n d . had ulreadv been
undermined hy the Know-Xorhingc. In de-perarion the j ournal
anticipated thc death knell of the W h i!.,,,, ;

A RE THI'RI' .-\S'· " ' IIIGS LEFT :' \ \ '. , hdil"I" then' at e. ,, 't. believe
tlwn' an- nu-n in all part" of the St aW who ~ ..t find tilt' Wh ig: pr in­
('ipks good 1'lifluI:::h fnr them. a nd l ilt' \\'hig o rganizat ion su fficient
for the expn'ssinn of thoseprineipl.., .. .. Let the "otl",IH' utauv or
few , tlO " 'hi,C: tu-r-dh.· ashamedto han' his own numla-n-d among:
tlu-m. \\'r- hope that our fr i.·nd ",l'\TU in the towns when' IIll'y are
told that tln- majority of th e Know :'-iothings is O\Tl'whl'l millg
agaimt tlll'lIl. will ma ke th... ir usual nom ination" alld st;lIld hy
theJll, . ..22

On t'lect ioll da" th.. wrd il't w as 1111a l - Kno\\ - :'\'olh i n~ ism ha d
o n'Trun R hod e Island :

The dection 1'00s""'d olf "ery quil,tl y, tlt e.' n 'suh b..inJo: a fnn·t:t:0lll·
co ncl usion. Th.. \"ote is light, h ut th t' m aj oritie<i an' l'nnrlll OUS.
Our retu rns t" rub ,...c.· th l' t'llt irr sta tl', ..xc{"ptCllmh...r1and and tile'
tw'o island towns. and thl' K no,,_:\otli ings han' c'arried all bllt
IwO, GloUlTslt 'r and Fosler. ... " 11 ..lIwr Illt"m he rs of IKlth 110 11... ...

an' K now :\otltiugs. \\.... h ot\'(, d ols....·d tht'lll as \\' h i ~ s or
JkmOtTals, so fa r as Wl ' a rt' ott'tlll ,linted wilh th('ir p.,li t it'S, hltt \' ('
supposl' Ihat tilt" dist illnion willuot 1)1' ra i, ...d. 2 'l

T h e JOUT/lIIt at last con,eded t ht' \"il- Iory of Sam, 'l llo ti llg from a

Bostoll paptT ;

" The \" higs . 'an'y jarnt'stO\lll and tht' Ik llltlt'ra ts (;Iourntt'r.
Tht' ' ' 'II11'r it';\lls' have th e babnt'f' ." 2<

l ' n likt' th(~ j OIHndl w hic h ha d rt·taillnl it", Wh i~ Il ;U llt · \\ hik hol..t­

:I ~farth :!Ii. 18·>~ , :2.' I-' .il:!, 18 'i'i. 2~ " " ril "I, 1855. ~ t. \pr il ln , 1855,

ing K n ow -;'\ o th ing viewc, the Providence T ribunc ....1\\ that ncutrulit ~

...as mere Ioolichm-« . R('('o,'mili ll~ the fact that m ost o f the \\' h i,~

wr-rr- also Know-Xorhings. th .. Trilm nr bi-r-amr- a n ou t r-ight K now ­

;'\o thin.g propaganda m a rhin r-. It w as a sensationnli-t and biased
lJ('w"'paper th at fvatured al1li-C<lt h.,li<" and pro-t ...m ptT a n ce stories

and editoria ls. I t ra n d('ro.~at(lr~ iuvtnllment- 011 the Churc h of Rom e.
th e art i"ities of runvents an d Illlllll tT it's, a nd t he danJ.:l'I's of alcohol.
-lavcrv, and immigration. Yr t it was far m ore IXT1T p tiw tha n the
[aurnnl as fa r as the political seem- was concerned :

I n till' nunu-muv little town l·lc·l'I ioll s which . within a few da~ s

pa~t han' ronu- off ill a ll pon" of the co un rrv. wc' .... '1' th a t tilt"
org an i7ott ioll of part ies is notrro\lillC: down to a s t nll~e: I ., betwr-r-n
th e remnants an d ra~ en ds o f the old part ir-s and thr- fact ions of
th e da~ ti ll tl n- 0110' side, and th.. K now :\otliin,l::: s on tilt' other.
A no the-r re-ma rkable fea tu re of thr-...., local elections is th is. that the
[Jie] th ree-fourths of them thr- ne-w Ame rican party han' been
victorious. . .. TI ll' K now :'\othi llg:s havr- now 10 contend aga inst
the old fo~y whigs. hunker democrats. native-s [,ir] Irish and
Germans, Protesta nt s and Cat boli n , th .. administration . the­
spoils. all the old fog-it's. FtlIllt,y ant! the K itchell Cahinl't, and yet
the K IIOW :-.' (,tJlin~s a re not only ho l d in~ t lle ir own , Imt march ing
-teadily a11l";I(I, Thus tht' nt'l' revolut ion g:ot.'S on . ~·-'

The T ribullt' ~a\'l' ample cO\'e m gl' to a\lloca l and national K now -
:'\ot h in g lx,lids and a cti\'itit"" ;

Our " C loll1O'''' Lin, ':- whi('h " N"i ....·Idom fa il" us, is no w found
incapahll' of f n!l\,.'\ 'illc: any di "tinet idea in rt"ga rd to lil<" nom in a­
t ions in th c' Know :\'othin£ Ct>ullciJ. We are ind ill< 'd to th ink th e
ope ra to r a t ti ll' othe r t'nd of th t' lill{". has hc."('omt' 3 "i ctim of
"brilx-ry and cUlru p tion:' My a n ominous, thou l::: h ralher in dis ­
tinct d, 'slMtdl rt"('(" i,ed th is lIlo ru inc:fro lll h,'ad-<Jua I1tTS. Wl' han'
reast>n to twol il·, .... Iha l "Sam" i, pn'parillg' a big broom to SW I'C' P

th .. Statl' o n th.. ·tt h of .-\ pri!. hut tilt' po litic ians of "II part i,'s will
be foulld in fan lr of hop,hop-" 110l' pin"- into the ordt'r.~'l

H oppin , th e p rest'n t " W hig-" gO\T mnr of Rh ode I..la nd. wa s a l read~

ranh·d hi ,~hly by most K now -i\' o lh in J,!; su pporteD;.
Fo r th... T ribullf' the method Ilf K l\llW-j\ol hill,({ism wo\.. lIot a secret.

Unlike t he JOUT//(/i th... T ribu7I I' wa.. qu ick to flote t ill' demise o f t ht'
\\'h i.';: and [k m or rat organizatioll" ;

~:' I' ,o,id,.,u" Daih T , ibun" , ~I" rfh (I, I fI'i ,), :f.\ larch 10, 18S.i
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il is a triumph of Anu-rira n principles, hut of TI'ITIIM·r'ITlCt' and
Ar ui-X ebracka . T h t· followin~ is from the 80..ton "'-Of'.. ".

Xl"W ILu n p, hin ' is Anu-ricanized. She 'land.. I" tilt' ,ide of
~l as~rh u"" tt s " Tho ~ranilc hills han' sent down tI;I'ir grvctinev
to the- v-a. 101M' wafted Hill further down thr- Old J)omi~ion. ,-\II

honor the patriOh of :" t'W Ham p-hirr-. Tlwy han' dom- tlu-ir duty
a nd rl"r t'in 'd the-ir reward.v"

It i" interc..tin g: to not e how muc h the individ ualitv of the pa rries
a nd their candidate- had 1)("('11 melted down bv the force uf K no w­
=,-,"o lh ing ism , W ill iam warner H oppin , a nd t h~ re« of the " W hig"
sla te who wert- K now-i':ol h ings, wert' listed 0 11 t he ballot, as prin ted
hy the W a rfC"n , Rh ode Isla nd , Star , as " Sa m," Th is pm cl' ''s o f indi­
vidual o bscuritv was a ['( l not ed by the T ribunc:

The great mission of tlu- K now Nothi ngs M't'lI1S to he to break
down rln- dominion of old parties a nd force thr-tu [nun their
"refugr-s of Ii," '" inf using as fa r as pl",sillll' Illt'II' A' lwrit'alli' lll in to
tlu- hody po litit", t1wu"hy \i ta lizillJ,:(" ant'w tlu- lift, hlnod of ti lt'
Repuhlie, and hri nging incnk-ulahh- hlt's, illl.: s to tilt' rate - In
this mi.... ion tlll'y have our best wishe' for the largt'si po~..ihlc
..u("n 'ss, \s·hidl tlll'y will have evervwhr-rr- ill proportion as they
an in harmony wit h till' vi ral issues of humanity,!"

By openly ""{Xlusing the tem pe rance O1OH"nWIII as a g"Ood idea.
Ho p pin was "uITiciall~ .. acceptable to the T ribu,,,,, or cour-c, H op pi n
" a.s a lready nominated by Ihe Know-Xoth i llg:~ :

\\"c haH' ,'oll\"cTsc'd with a la rge numhl'r of 1"'~>Tl' whtl ;\11' SU'­

I)('('tt'd of IM'in~ mt'IllI,,'n; of this o rut'I", and ha\T 1'\"1'''''" f('a"Oll to
h.' lin"I' Ilw CO~I\"lll ifln wh ich, '"OmOlOn f(" llOrt ~y", is" to met't in
this city today', will pu t in nominalion for Stalt' o Rin' ls such men
as T empt.' rann ' IIll'n will susta in with plt'asuTI',

T he only lIlen W,' ha\"e hea rd spoken of fu r (;O\'I'T!H'r i, \ \"illia lll
" 'a m er I fnppin. til(' \'t' ry m .Hl abon' a ll o tfwrs whom Ih" fri"nd~

of tt'1II1)(' ra ll('(' will hI' plt'a \l'd to support":tl

The e!e("tion wa , o r no surpr i~e: to a nyotl(' , I'xn'p t pnhaps to tht'
a lwa ys-innoccnt j OlH Il Il I , wit h H op pin defca t ing th e Dem ucra t ,
Potter, by 9.56:) to :L:!2 1, a three to o ne margin .

In the yea r during whifh t he K now.:\oth inJ.:"s had con t rol o f
Rhode Isla nd t1l1'rt' werr no m a rked ("hang t" in kg i~1a t ion o r eXl'C\l-

The- K llow.~ot lJ in~s have- ill orhe-r Stall'S done more to PtTlx'luah>

our America n prim-iph-s. h~ ' m oaking up political part i..... th'1I1
r-ould bl· done in anv orln-r W;I\', The 0111\' bond of union iii l i lt"

l"u politi("al parrie-s that ha-, IlO,~'n p('rn'i\'~hlc fo r many ~(,,;I"'. hJ.\
bon-n the l:::0n"ulIIlt'nl pap. Th is has called tognllt~r nu-n who r-are
but linlt" "\!ll'th..r the Catholkivm with its inq uisi tional tortures
- rum. witl. it'> desola tin g iufhn-rm-. or daverv wit h il\ enormi­
ti.-s. o r rd ig:io u\ I recdom. I" m p('rance and universal lihnty
pn·\"ai ls. prov ided t1lO'ir porril1 ~1T !o"("" a g"ood supply' from till"
puhlic ];u·lt"als.~7

~ l lJ n'O\T r . th e Tr ibune pu blirie-d nll rhe- I-:oa ls and the un-at adva n­
t ag(' ~ o f Know-Xothinuism:

X,\Tl\'t: A~Il-:R ICAN[S M

Wha t is it? " It is 1111' g"1'l'il t idea. (~ay the fril'nds of th is organ­
i1.a tion ") that. "A merica ,lhol,ltl he g(l<'f'Hlf'd by Amn i{"(j'lf:" a nd
lint Ill" under tlw co ntrol of a fon-iqn po u-ntan-, or be menaced hy
till" minions of tfu- POpt' of Ronn- ill ma ilers of Stall" policv." , , "

Cll nsistency demands of li lt' America n pa rty, that it should
makr- ,LnTry wha t it cvr-r has 1"''<.'11, and should ma ke it to a plwa r
IlIlW, - a local piece of high handed robbe ry. whic h ..ho uld ha\,'
nil farther support from thl' J,::('J1(' ral govenuuent. Slan'~' . like­
POI""T~" i, false to both nod and man, , , ,

Le t Itll' obj ,'t't of the Anu-rican Party be known in season for
hnm-st tur-n to nomiuau- a lIlall who will ali kl' 0Plx)'\(.' R UIll,
SLin'~ and rOIX'~" __ . Ll.'t Rholll· I,bnd be eHr 011 ti ll' ..id... of
lilll,rty, and nOI lx, rq Jn''I"lllrd hy Illl'n who willlx"tray it.~'

Thl~ T ribune, ho" ewr. ,;\ \, that K now. Xo th ing i"l11 w llld hI' u>o('d
10 01 ,great adYanla"gt' in Rl lIxll' h b nd . Real izin g- that IXlt h th l'
Ill'm oH ats .IIHI the \\ 'h i.g' rd ust:'(1 10 Iilke sta nd, on thl' hllmin~

i""\lt'S o r t ht' d ;ly. sla n'ry and h'mp("fann ' , t he newspa p" r m olded
n'l ti,·i ..m to t hl' !lKal Ilt't'd s and wan ts o f t hc sta le " H en ', K no w­
~()th ill ,L: i 'm heca me mated wit h the pro-tt'mpcrann' and a nti:-la n ry
ag-it:ll io n th a t was growing in Rhode I~ land's soil. Tht' K nfl\.."· r-.;ot hillg
\'i rlory ill )lin cc's ho rne :-t a h~ of :" t'w H am psh ire h roug ht tht'
Trill/Ill;", ilC ti,"ity to a di m ax :

T i lE .-\~IER ICAX

11111 S!l' 1I I S SEW " "H II ' S IIlR t;

\\"" It'join' fl\\"T tin' vi""", ill :,\,'w Ha mp, hin ' nlll " ..1\, hl't,HN'
~;"::'~farch 12, 1 8 ~ ," .

al ~larch 27, 185 5,
~"~I"rch 15, 1855" :1"!lI.,rth 24,1851,



lion of the l aw~ . TIlt'y d id 1101 attempt to g:o to that rad ical extreme to
wh ich the I t ' ~ i ~l a t ll n' of ~ fa'..ar- husetts had gone . no r did thr-v retai n
cont rol of the ollife" long enough to undertake and accompli..h any
"''Teal men..urc... The <amc gm'emor contin ued in office and pursued
tht" same CflIlN',~2 W ith the ri.;o:· of the new Republican Pa n v. and
wit h the fun her di""CII..ion within the ranks of the Demoe rarir- organ­
ization. the KllO\\·.:'\o thing l',trt y of R hode I-land died o ut bv 18.')6.
!t"a"ing lx-hind nothing hilt the "arne deep-seated prt'judi:e" and
t'rnot iOil" that had onr c " r-loo med it.

Th e hi"to~ of Rhode 1..land in IR5.') i... indeed . the ...tory of rt'li.g:iou..
bigotrv. hilt it i" al-o the ..tory of polit ical fru-trarion and Iulfillmem.
Know•.:'\othin.t:i..m, which Ied on a "tapir of anti-Catholic i..m , gn'"
in Rhode l..land bccau-e of other [actors. It was the inabilitv of the
\rh i~ and the Dem o crat.. to treat the temperance and ..lave-rv i"'~ Il ('S
opt"nl ~ and dfet,tinly that permitted the Know-Xothin u I'~n \" lH

find th e nrce-,..a~ inroad.. to pclhical success in the state. It ca nnot be
said that the most tolerant of peo ple" became int olerant in one vr -ar.
In..lead. it can be ...-en that intok-ranrc. whe-n mated with political
dt"'il'rtion nil the part (If tht· major part ies. can . and ofn-n <!()(' <;. ,gin­
hinh to a mutated nll" pring. Know- Xorhinai- m in Rhode l-la nd W ;b

jU<;1 such a di..tuned pro.g("n ~ .

32Sliclnq', 0'.c;l .. p, 16.

I 1tl Th e r; Il Oll'·X othi" .e Party in Rhode Lsiand [O n olwr Jail:" S ~ I ITH, T HE ,\ II I.I.ER, 01' PRo\'IIlE:"CE,
RH ODE ISI.:\.:'\I>

SO \ IE OF Hi S I>ESC E;,\,D:\ ;,\,TS

hy CH ~IfLF, S W'll-l ~'l .' ~ If "' I/ ~ 'l

[cu " l inu.'d {ru ill Jctv, 1'16-1. i".id.. h.. ,k ("oH r]

;t) RESOl\-'w " S.\IITU ( Philip.' EliJha." / ohn.2 / ohn' ). i-, id('ntifif'd
;\..a .;o:Jn o f Philip in a Smithfield (k ed in which Philip's children !?:aw

Ir,~a l l"Onw~ alJ(t" 10 Job Aldrich of propnty Philip had sold to

Solomon xmirh..Alter the la tter had ..old the land to Aldrich it wa-,

found the fir- t <ale had ne-ve-r be-en rec(Jflkd , "I ~ Rt",.;(lh-ed <It thai time­

(l79~ ) wac of Sci tuate, Rhode 1..land, He married in Smithfield
12 Se-pt . 177:1 :\higail Whipple of Thoma".:':'"

T here wa- a Resolved Smith of Smithfield li..ted in the 177-1- ren-us
who had a <.011 above Iii vears and t herefore could not ha ve been
Resolved of Philip. Whilt" ' the-re was a Resolved of Scituate in the
1790 censu-, with one son abov e 16 and fin' females . the writer
believe, rhi... Resolved 10 he.- o( the Christopher Smith line . Perhaps
-hortlv after the deed wa.; recorded . Resolved moved out of
Rhode 1..la nd .
60 NOAII~ S:\tITH (S oah! f.Jijhll .3 John.: John' ). h. 10 J llh 1734
was the second child of Xoa h, Sr, ~ ·; 1 H I.' m. ( I) Anna. whom he
divorced in the Xl n rr h 17:')R term of the Su preme Cou rt . Providence.
~or miscond uct . He m . (2) Keziah ~ I ,lIl (or Maun ) 2.'l .--\lI~. !76J
In Smttbfiekl."" Xo g-ran-..tone for Xoah ha.. bee n found , but he wa"
living- in IHOH when hi.... i..tcr ~ Ia ry' W hipple beq ueath ed S,') to him
in her will an d me ntio ned Xoah\ <;(1lI". George, Sq uire. and Abra ham
Smith. He " a.. t"n"ign in the Smir hfield milit ia. 17:,O-l iflO, and
lieutenant. 1765-1 7G6.

Cuu.c O F :\'0 \1 1:' ,\:'I;ll HR."" wI n : A~ :o.; A ( - -) S M ITH:

I IR I"liRA 11.\ M " S~IIT II . h. 14 Feb, I7:i."1ill Srnithfid d.~, :, .1 lit, IIlmTd

to \\'t"tlwl"fi l'ld. \\'indsor C" Ullt\". \" lTIlI"nt . and was li"tt'd
in tIll' Vn lrlont UlilO n'n~\I~ tlU" :l' with ont" male undrf Hi

'. I ~ 'S l1l i t hfi , · l d On 'd, !l··j 'lt;

"';·"Arnold. "p. c;/ .• Slltil~:fi,·id M"rri "l(" ~, :1: 1>8.
",~I !b;d" Smilhfi..ld Hirth, . :I : lIS .
....-'2! bid" Smithfi.·ld M"rrial("' , :1 :117 .
.-,;.: l ,~,.-...,,....... ! bid .. Smithli"ld Bi, th ~, :I: [ II; .

11 7
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om- mah- be-twe-e-n 16--4.-,. om- female 16--2fi. one femab­
2r~n. and O l\(" (" lllall" -F, upward . Iden tificat io n of this
Abraham re-vulte-d [rmu ;utid.'s of ag:n·t"IIIt'1lI bl'''H'I'n

;\ I.raha lll Smi th of Wetlw r-, field and his aunt ~Ia~' Wh ip pl,'
of Smithfield in 1808 ill which .-\bra ham "l.'f'I.t"d as atll>rnl '~

Inr ~I;u-~' in quiulaiming h..r honu-sread farm to Simon
Aldrich illl''>;fhal\~\' for Aldrich's sUpJXlrt .

CII II.l)k.;~ 0." :-';0 ,\ II '~ .\ S Il SF.COSD WI F.I:: K E 7.I .' 1I ( ~ I., :-;) S \ I IT II :

119 II GU)II.m:" S'IITII . b. 2} J an. 17tH.:"' l

110 III E SQ I ·IR•._or SQ I "IKF." S\IlTi I . b. 23 Sepr. 1768 ::";:' d .afu-r 1821 :
Ill. Allw Brown ( l iiG- 18 H) of SaITIUl'JI Brown [ Ric h­
ard.3 : II t' II~, l ) (If I'rm·idt"nce.:':;1\ H is son SQI'IRE i S MITH
( 1799 l8.i~» was of Xorwich . :'\" w York. and a nu-mlx-r
uf IIII' :'\.·w York A~st· lIlbl \" . H e In. in 1826 Prudence
Ra ndall ( 1800 1817 ) of ' Chc-bronah and Prud en ce
p li.w r ) Ra ndall.

121 IV EUSII ...fI S~II1I1 , b. in Smithfield 23 Sept, 1768.~~i Since ju­

wa~ not nWll limwd in the will of his aunt ~la'1' Wh ipple
and the other brorherv we-re, he possibly was not l i\" in~

in 1808.

6 1 ) OIl S " S.\t tTU ( -,"otlh! fJ ijha.3 John/ Joh n l
) , b. 3 1 July 17-14

in Smithfield / "" The death of J ohn Smith 3d of Smithfield in his
-l-lt h war WitS reco rded ill T he Prorid ence Gazette, issue of 15 Au~ .

17H7: III' m. H:\11\'. 1772 in Sm ithfield":'!' Sarah wilkinson. daughter
of j czckia h Spfa.~Ut·, dcc., of Smit hf ield . She had m . Stephen W ilkin·
so n 9 April I illO and was a widow .

T h is Joh n «a-refer red to in conteru pora rv reco rds as John Smith :h l,
indic at ing that he was the you n~t"sl of the J ohn Smit hs of legal a .~t·

ill Smithfield.
Sm ithfield det 'ds include an a r-count of Sarah Sm ith. widow of

John Smi th :Id. tendere-d 1:'") Sept. 17R9. in whi ch she paid cash to
J ohn Smith . J r.. and Eli....ha Smith and made rd("f(' Jl(-(' to tht' lIote
whi (-h ...he held aga inst Rt·'«,]n ·d Smith .:"'"

Ahi ~a il Smith , widow of .l\"oah~ and mother of John 3d. on :!() J an.
17:'"d had n ·("(· iwd a rt'least' and (nnHyance from hl'r brotlwr.
;\na nias ;"lowry, wh idl was relt'a .....d to hl'r by her SO il J oh n. nJll si... t·

":"'1'"· ,,.11','<1 no"', fur C""""nJi"m of .4mniuw Gr nr alo!,)"
:':':.\ "'u ld, " p. (il., Sm; lhti,.ld lIi l'l h. , :1 : 116
'·:·' /I> i,l.
,.:.,,/ bid_ . .'imit l, li,·lu :\1 ,,, ri .I W "~ ' .\: !>fI.
:''' '' SlIIith fwld 1I,·,-u •. :1: -\11 '1 ,

ing- of a trac t of 198 ar rev in Smit hf ield. T he w hole descended to her
on the death of John Jd ami on 21 Aug. 1790 "he com -eyed this land
to the "two you ng-l'S t l i \ i n~ child ren" of Sa ra h Savles. " now wife of
Sj lva nu- , Savles and widow of J oh n Smith 3d." T he children were
Ab iga il and Xoa h Smit h. Ahi gail na med her nephew<. Ph ilip and
Ananias ;"Iuwry, 10 ca rry out ber request. '.'i1 The follo win g mo nt h
.\ big-a il died.

CIIIU)RE:" OF j o u x 1 11:' _-\:" 0 S ...R_UI ( S " R,-\GI ' E) S~llTlI :

I .\ ltIG...ILfI S~I1TII . h. II Feb . 1777 ;:.<1": m. in Smithfield i Feb ,
li99 Daniel Smith of Xo rth Provid e-nce. 50n of Edward
and grandson of l b-zekiah Smith . ( S~ previous mention
"- 116 . I). 91. for li...t flf c·hild ll,tl.) :,1\,1

122 II :\"o.-\ ll fl S MITIl . h. in Smilhfit·ld 11 .-\u~.li81 . :·M

62 A BRA H AM " S~IITIf . JR . ( A braham ,' f:li {ha . ~ j ohn.-: John1
) . b. in

Smithfield I-l ;"Iarch 17-11 :!."'''' ..\ hraham J r.. then of ;\e\\ ocrry
( ;';ewburgh) . Ll-ter Co .. .l\"("w \ i ,rk. and Charle, Smith of Fo-ter,
Rhod e I...land , on :m Dcr, 1786 quitelaimcd their right. a" heirs to
Abraham Smi th Sr. to Abraham J r.'s brother J amt''' Smith of Smith­
fic1d. :,,;t; Abraham si.~C"d the Rnol ut iona~ pledge in ;\ewhurg-h a nd
hi" name appea"" on the town's as.-.c.'s....rnent li-r of I is .'), hut no proba te
record ha-, been found for him there.

.-\ suit in the j un e te rm of th e Co urt of Inf('r illr Pit-as. Providence.
in Ji61 bv Cornd iu" Cu lnol1, nu-rr ha nt , ( I f ..\lhilln , ;\tc"\\ York. dis­
closes th a t' Abraham . Jr.. was a soldier at ern" n Point under General
Amherst . T he Rh ode- l -da nd Commiuee of War had not hon ored bill"
for food and apparel pu rr hawd from rfu- merchant and he brou ght
individual suils again-, the '«,Idin". ;\ t the lime of the suit .-\ hra ham
was of Sm ithfield.

The C ha rles Sm ith of Foster linked with Abraham. J r. , it" heir of
Abraham . Sr., mav have lx-en a broth er WhIN' hirth wa" not reco rded.
Ik ed" foun d bcrweeu Cha rle. and J ames Smith (a brother of
.\ hraham . J r. ) were tou ("a rly for Charle s 10 haH beTn a son of
Abraham . J r.

:·'\l /bid ,. 8 : [50.
"';~:\rnoJd, "p. cit .. Smi t hfi~ld Birt hs, :k 11h.
"';;l//Jid. , Sm;thfidd ~{ 3 rr i a g , · ~ . :I : fi8_
'.'; l /b id .. Smilhfi,·Jd Births, :I: 1 Iii.
'·';'·/bid.
:.liO:Smirhfi,·Jd D...·d•• 8 : 12'1,
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o f claims ag-ainst it was o rdered. H e seems to hnvc followed the custom
of t lu- times by transferring his n-al c-tate holdings to h is he irs lon g
befo re h is death.

J alll e,,'s w ife l~ancy is called K anc y \\ 'a ItTman in the Phencpl.uc
family ge nea logy, and sino- ,,'at erma n appear< as a middle name of a
da ughter, it is likelv t hat she was named for her mother. Desp ite an
extensive -cur r h. the pa ren ta ge o f J a mes's wife ha s not hecu
discovered.

The Root ma n uscript includes a list of chi ldren o f j am es and
:-';alll'y wit h b irth dates. evidently ta ken from Bib le rcrord-, but with
no refer-nee to its source. Tht" writer bcl il'\ TS it m ust ha ve be-n CO ITl­

mun icatcd by .\I!'S. •\l onrot' Hank-u of Stillwate r sinr-e she is credited
with Hihk- records fo r other Smi th relatives.

Cil ILORE1<O OF CAI'T.·\I:" J.ua:s '· .'1.:"0 :'\ \ N C Y Svrru:
J ( ;Il .IH K1': S \1111 1, b. 23 March 1776 : d. :11 Allg. 1778.

II ,\ daughter. unnamed. b. 23 :\'0\ '. 1777: dnn infant.
I I I O i.rv E" S\IITH, h . 29 N ov. 1778, was li\'ing in IB08: Ill. Israel

Alrh-ic-h, J r. of Smi tlo.fil'ld. A Smithfield deed of I i April
IWIO recorded that Israel Aldri.-h of Smi thfield, Samuel
Steere and wife Phebe of GllH:"l' ~ t er . Asahcl Phew 'plan' and
wife Xancv. Rebecca Smith of Smithfield. and Richa rd
Swo-r and wifr- Esth er of GIOCl'stlT quitclaimed 10 J ames
Smith of Provith-nr-r-, mrrr-hant , all inu-rcvr in a plot of
land. the same J a mes Smith Sr. died seized of. the land
rUllllilll.j northerly on Stillwater River. \\estITly Oil L ime
Kiln Road , sout herly Oil Rebec ca SlIlith's lan d , and ea ~ tnl y

0 11 Stl' [1111'11 Str'ere's land .'·,;~ Anorlu-r Smithfield dt'ed ill
whic h Israel Aldrich . .lr.. of Smithfield dl'l'llr-d land to
Den nis C rull' + April Ifl07 was ~igned by Ivrael's wife O lin ' .
The 1790 ('t'I1'lIS for Smithfield listed Israel with his wife.
mn- ll1ale under 16. and on e dnughu-r.

IV (' H EflEr: SMITH. h. F I O n . 1780; d. Hi Fr-h. 18:1!1: 111, in 1800
Samuel S!t'ITI'. Jr....,, :! b. 2\ J une 177+. son o f Sa muel and
M ar th a (Co lwell ) Su-cn-. Samuel, j r.. d . 23 J a n. !Bile). l l ­
was sla1<" senator in Ill·n . 18+-L and 18 1.i, was I"e]lrt·sl·])ta ­
rivr- to the n t'm'ra l .-\ssnllhly in 182:'1. 18\9. and IWIll. and
served ;1' judg,' of I'noha!l' Court. Samuel and Phebe lived
in GI"'TsH'r.

120 j ohn Smith. th e J/illn . of Pnn-idence [O ctober

63 JAH LEEL~' SMITH ( A br(/I/(/m .~ n ishll.3 joh71 .~ j ohn 1). somr-tinn-s
calle d j nhal , h. 7 De c I74:l in Slllilhfit"ld; ~' ti'; rn. 2 1 Feb. 17G8 Kezia h
Herendeen.'?" Hi s name is spel led Fail in the Arnold 's Smithfield vital
records. jahlcel was o f Gl ocester on 8 Se pt. 1786 w hen he qu itclaimed
his rights as heir to Abraham. Sr.. 10 his brother j am es o f Smithfield .

He is included in the 1774 census for (;lo("l'stcr with w ife, one male
under Hi. a nd two fema les under Hi. H e is not listed in the 1790
census for Rhode Island and no probate ha s been found .

64 NATHANI EL'" S M ITH ( .·lbrllhmn .1 fJ i.lhtl.:l ./ ohll . ~ ./ohn ' ), h .

2 1 Sept. 174 5 in Smithfield :":" is probably the Nathaniel Sm ith w ho

d ied inte sta te in Smithfield 29 j uly 1769 . H e m. I March 1768
H a n na h Ap pleby. daughter of james a nd Dorca s Applehy . ~ 7 " T he
Nathaniel :\Iow ry gen t"alog y states that j o n :\ !owry. so n of la wvcr
j oseph :\Iow ry. m . 1 jan. 177 2 H a n na h Smith . widow of Nathanie!
and brother of " j ccmcs'' Smith. th e millcr.Xo ch ild ren a re recorded .
6; CAPT. JAM ES~ S MIT H ( A braham. I EIi,ha':l john,~ j ohn I ). b. 7 nr

ll Oct . 1i 4B in Smithficld;"" d. 2.') j a n . 182~1 and is buried in the
family 101 in Spragueville. ofT Plea sa nt View Avenue 011 thr- hank of
the reservoir. He m. Nancy - - ......ho h y family trad ition .....as a
Waterma n, She d . 18 O ct. 1B12 in her 56t h yea r and is buried beside
her husband.

Captain james operated a .gr ist m ill and sa w mill Oil h is homestead
farm in what is no w Spragueville, the propert y havinj; been deeded
to him b y h is father.

The title of ca ptain no doubt stem med from his ."l'!"\"ice in the
Revolut iona rv War. Sm ithficld Tow n Coun cil note s of I776 sta te:
"Captain j ames Sm ith, Captain Samuel Da y and Captain David
Edd y are directed each 10 raise their proportion of 30 nu-n to march
to Newport . His tombstone iden tifies him as Capt. j a mes Smith.

Smithfield deeds record numerous conwya n r es by Captain james,
among them transfers o f hold ings to h is SOilS Abra ha m a nd james J r.

Captain j a mes died _intestate and his son Abraham was named
ad mi n istrato r. The estate was represented as insolven t and a notice

:.';7,\rnold , op. cit. . Smithfield Birt hs. 3: 11f,.
:' '' ~J b i d .. Smithfi..ld Marrfages, :\ :67.
,-·"" I bid ., Srni thfiPld Hirths, 3 : us.
·... " fbi,f .. Smithfield ~la rr i agl'~ , ;I : 67.
:.; I Jbid .• Srni thfirld Birtlr ~ , '\ : I IIi.

[oh n Smith . th r .\filln . of Provid ence 121
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{ : ' II U 'IH. ~ OF S " ll · tl . \ ~ /l I'll EtU' i (S \l ITIf) STt.Eta : :

1 :\ \:- CY ' Sl ,·n r-, h . 6 Xov. 1800: d . unmarried
2 t ' W,\ :-,\ 111 SIt·' ·]I·. I,. 2·1 J u ly 180 2: '11. Col. (;" I ,r~c' S.llit l.

o f (; k>(T~I l'r ,

.; "'\I n II ' "'ln T' ·' h . 2 \ 1.1\ 1804 : m . Sa rah .\1' 11 .\ld .-id l l ,f

J" '1:11I " III.
4 FlI,U .n 1 SI,·' ·Il·. h . I n ,T . 1811:1; Ill..\ lIIo ld T ourn-llnt.
-, (: 1 \ w.... • SIr..-re, h. 22 F..h. 1808; Ill. \h~. ElIlih

\\' h ii' pk ) Thurbe-r.
I> .10 .. 1.1"11 (:oLWHL' Su-r-n-. h . 2 1 De c 1809 ; Ill••-\da linl"

F. Plumnu-r.
7 !'HUlI ' Su-cre, h . 16 j .m . 18 12 ; m. \laryin Plu mmer.
Ii .l O Il ~ · SI,"\ ·n ·. 1.. 7 Feh. 181 ·1 ; d . an infant.
'I RI " t.cc ..• "' tnTI·. h . 22 .....p t. 18 F ) ; III. R ev. .l0'h u<I

Stet -on of Pro\ ideno-.
10 S \\l n .!. \\'1 ~ "ow· S Il 't'n' . h . 1 7 .-\pril 1819; d . ..am.. y..ar,
II \\' \ :- ' I n ~ ' Sux-n-. h . :H J uly 18 21; Ill. Sarah Tourn-llot

and lin'd in Provid..ne-e.
12 "' ''I( t l.' xt cerc. h . 7 Feb . 182-1- ; 1Il. Sarah ( Ba llou )

Smith a nd lived in Ot occsn-r.
V X \~ C\" ; SmTlI , h. II July 178:1; d . 18 Feb . ISH ; m..\ 11' ,",

,,. .\ "'lh , 'I ) !'ILI 't lt -pLII 'I ' of Eliakim and Lucr et ia ( E\ a ll ~ )

l' Iu-m-pl.ue-. \. ho was h. 24 Fr-h. 1788 a nd d . 11 :\o\' . IfUS.
BOlh a", buried ill th.. fam ily lot in Sp ra e u-vilk-.

C I tl U'W t: ~ I H' . \ ~,..t, l . .vx II :\ .cc c v'' ( S ' " T II ) PH t:rn : I· I ....C~. : :,~ ~

IIt,:'\: w, \ Ibn~ ' Pllt'tIl ' pl :u'I' . h . 2:\ JUIlI ' 181 2 ; d . 23 Feb.
189 7: 11 1. ( I ) I brriel Smith of Smithfield : (2) j " ,IIl U'1
S,ly]," of Fla uklill, ~ Ia"a( hus" tt s . and (:\) EII,'n J.
S ; I \' I\ ' ~ "f \ \ 'd n >l llt· Sa yl," of Burrillville.

2 .I \\It ." S\IIT1 I ' PIII·! \I'pb cl' . h . 12 jum- 18 H : d . 7 Ik,.,
1'1111 : Ill , 2 ") A ug- . IIHO l ,tllli ..a of J ohn S. a nI! Pat i"lll'"
( I LIr ri, ) .\ppl,·hy nf Slllithfidd.:·· :·

:1 '1 Ill ' W,; T Il:'\: E,'"\:,, .,,· PllI't1l"plan·. b. 17 Jlllle llll (i ; d . 21
,'\0 " . 1~ III(j : Ill. II.Ulllah , dau ghtrr of An 'a Plwt't" phu ,' .

A :-; ~ ,\ ~ I Aw J,\rr ~ I'IWlll'I'I,H"t·. h . B .-\ lIg. lR IR : d . 2fi O ct.
l 'llll l : 1l 1. llu n ill ltnll\' It , h. CUll llll'rland 22 (kt. IHll i ;
d , 2\ April 1~ ln-l. Till '/( ' w,'n' thre\' chil d rell.

-) 1..\Uln~ \\·I ."Tf:nTT~ 1'III'IlI'Jllan ·. h . 19 .-\ pril \ll 21 :
d, 2:1 1),'1. 11122 .

:., I1'1" '11"1'1.,,·,· l ." " ih IIi" ],. 0"'"....1 I" :-'1, >. S.lll l">'! H ,- ,p'" .\ d " Jll' " f ","unh l' lu,-.
illo-""",li' l "n'I J ,'d ill l 'II.lI 11 ,\, K. ""I ", ,,,· a l 'I' ll,.. Rhod r h la "d II j, to, i<- a l S,>(,j,·,.

:·.·· Il ,·q".uP (il .. I : ~ ' rr l .

6 .-\ ,oIl. h. :. Sept. 182·1.d . thr- ,alllc' day.
7 G\wou:-t: L n :Wt. l I.\ 1 !'!wlI" pb ", ·. b . 12 ....,.pt. 182 -, ;

d . 6 j uly 192 ,1 ; Ill. LC'lIlw·1 \1. E. :-; tonl!.

115 \ ' 1 .-\IlR\ H H I" Svr r u . h. 14 Xo\, . 17tH : d . 22 \ I.m h 187:\ ill
1)"l'Ifi(·ld . T i0:::1 Countv. 1" ' lIllw h-a lli;t ; Ill. I ) .·\ hill.li l
( ~ahb\') Bu rlinca ue-, d aut::'h tl'r of Stcplu-u and .'hill.til
( W h ippl,') Blirlill~alUt· . h. 2 1 M a u-h I i~' :I: d. I.l J;II1. 18.°,.;
( 2 ) C atlwrim' (G in 'n ) Ib rr ;lh , ;l wido\v. h. in Xon hem
Irela nd 1828 ; d . 186 1 in D rvrfi r-ld.

Ab raham livi-d on la nd ill Sruit hfield which hr- ba d inln-r­
ired f rom h is Ia rher, h UI h . · »"n'lIl l wr 18 U wnv (If » ,'n fi l"id.
Pt"n ll ~y lva nia. whr-n ht, e-xr-r-utcd ;111 inden ture be which h ,·
provided li\'i ll~ ljuarkl'\ fo r hi, vpinsu-r , i,tc" [' H a nn a h in
ti lt' fa milv hOIlll'Ht'dd in SlIlith fit·ld , Ill' I ••l' fi"' l li-n-d from
Tic>s::a Cou utv. r" nn~y l"' ;t n i,l , ill tilt· 18",0 ('t·INI". \ 'n\ likelv
ln- had htTn a n racn-d I" » ' '1'rfid d h~ t ln- earlier removal
t1 Wfl ' of his fathr-r-iu-lnw St"l ,h"1l Bu rlincaun- and un-m­
h("l~ of h i. fam ily,

CIIl I .PR ~: :- O F •\ nR ,\ J1 .\ \I ij \ ~ n A tilt. \I I , R1WU~" \ \ a. S" IT It ; .-•••.

X\~c\' WI ~ SOR ' S'lITIt , h . 18 1j; d. in her 84th vca r in
Sagin aw. ~I i rh i ga ll : Ill. Su-phcn \ ' ,u IZi1l' of k iM" and
I Ia nna h ( \ l i l1 ~ ) Cra mpl"" \ .dtl l. ilt, .md ha d ( ; I L IIF.RT .

Gt.owe:t:, R 11 011.\ I".\lt t,!.• and .-\-c ~ , \"1 .' "elW \ ·.l nZ ill" .
2 C L\RbS\ ' S'IIT1 I , h. I j F I·h . IS20: d . in lur I,Olh vvnr:

Ill. ( I) Horace I>. I f ill and had C L\R.-\ " ho m. Chari",
l .ud imnon. I.~: ST ER .f.Hlf:,<; w lm Ill. \ ' i, g: illia \ ' ;\11[ \1' ,1_.

a nd ,\ 11 1<; \ 11. " ho m. IJ,·x" ·r lk-n-an : ( 2) San uu-l Brigg,
and had EIlW.\ RIl. C '\ SSII " . \hWTl:" L I 'T ltE W, and
.-\UH.WT 1'. : ( :1) Chark- r . I )o ug- la ...

3 RI: ~ I. J ,\ I I W.· S \l lTII. Il. 10 Feh, 1822 ; d. 18 X ov. IRI.~l

and \IJ.~ huril'd in ti l" f.urlily plllt in "'ll lithfi...Id. ! I, · 1,.1'
a Bap l i ~ l Ilriui.-tn ;Uld \\a ~ ulllllarril'(l.

·f ( ; EOl(n F :\ -' S\lITII. h . fi Jurw 11l~6 : d , I::; ~ la ]'C' h IWI(I;
Ill. Katlw rirll' Ed g' To lllh of S ;I111 lll'l ;uIII Sa r,l!l Edge'­
com h a nd ha d C I.,\\·TO N . S \ 'lt FI., .\ UCE. U E RTR I ' DI ,

' \ :- ~'" 11( 1. j.\ \11'..<; \\ ' .. C I..\MF:- U ..\ ., a nd 1\\1.' (la ugh­
lers who di,. d yOIl IlJ.: ,

5 J \\u.s 11 1 S'1lTII . h. 24 J a n. IH 2·1; d . I .I tl l ~ 1 ~1I 6 ;

Ill. ( I) \Irs, Ella \la, kh ;lIll ; ( 2 ) ~tJ , . T ow n' end .

"' '' Fro m Smi th famil} dal,' uf K ~mwl h r. 1" 'llI!""tulI of San I-' ra" ci,,'o, Cal jf.



j oh n Smith , thr .Hilln . of Proridencc I ~fi4 J john S",ith .th.' .\lilln, of i ' roridencc

\ '111
IX

6 A HII; ,-\I L ' ~mTlI . h. Ii Jan. IR2R: d . 12 ~("pt. 1912 : m .

J(>na~ 1)"(-;"1\\ and had BI:SJHIIS W., ,\ho lived in
Palmvra. ;-';" w York . (;R-\lTOS who Ill. \Ia, Carson.
and J 0:-;,-\s, JIl-

I Rll o" .\ \I-\Tlu ,,-\ ~ ~\lrrll . h. I I \lay IR:\I : 111 . Oscar
Burdell .. Bakh and had CAssll's VIRSOS who Ill .

;-';"l1il' l lowl.md. Ih Rfl, F.RT ..\ . who Ill. H arrier Bu rlin­
game. ().~CAR Ih 'RIJI,lTt: who m. Xon i.. Su-phrnson .
a nd F OSH- R II. who Ill. ( I ) Olive Prid,· and (2) \b llde
Clark.

C 1I11 ,IlME:>: Of .\HR.·' II ,·, \I '; \ S lJ C ,\TlHkl S t ( ; In; :-;) S \ 1rr II :

R Ib :'\l S \l 1 EU 7..\IIl;Tll' Ssuru. h. 30 D,·.·. IRY I iuSurith.
field: d. l~l April l~l1H in H owa rd C ity. \I id l i ~an :

Ill. Colin C ommndore Pr-mhcrton of CIWI I" \' O rson
and 1,01 1i, a .I ;jIH' ( II. 'yd ) Pem ln-r ton. 'I'Iu-ir Cilil d lTn :
R o s .\ \\lI :"i' l> EI.I..\ Pemberton. b. 21 \ t a\' Illfll. Ill .

(; t""' , ge V. ~ I"'''l 'ngl'r: S\lITII G II ./l t .R T i ' (' \l1 l w rtO ll .

188 ·l-1~ 11 : J \ \H~ '" W ,n·I..-\S lJ 1'..1II1.... l\on. 1flB?·1~"H.
Ill. l1a7<'1 Collin- of Joh n C. and Chri"ina ( f{" llhi"j
Collin s : H. .-\I.I '1i W AW O Pemlx-rton. IWI·l!lllfl :
Cllt::-;n' OkSO:-; I'I ·mbn11l1l. b. :~ April 18~1] . III. ,,\ ,'i,
Gorton : RU IlO,\ I.. 'IH I. Pemberton. h. "1 \ I.l rch 18~3.

III. \\' illialll Bedf ord Act on : E \'F.L\S l' I"I IIIl,·n " n. d .
young : a nd 1\. ~_ :-; S t.: TlI FIH S ,,", Pemberton. h . 7 \(;1\'

1~1()2. 1i ,' ,,,, in San Fr ;lIJ('i.....-o.

9 EI .L.-\ f{t.Ht CC \~ ~"nl" h . I Rol1. III . Hcnrv K . Ik{;",lT
and ha d [ 1.1/ .\1\1 T il rl. '{;,'ar "Ito m. ( I ) i,...·Sn'll and
( 2 ) Chari.... 1" ·I' ·rson : (;R\Ct ; Ik ( ;,,;l r wh" Ill. Frauk
Garror : and I'll tUI ·'>.-Gear.

10 .-\ BR.-\ 11.\ \I ~ "\111'II. h . 1Rfd : 111. PhOl,lx' \ Iondanil ' Wood ·
r od and had F k U I (; . S\l ITlI.dlapbin in Wo rld W;lr I.
who W ;l\ kill"d in act ion: E Lno;-; S'IlTl I. who 111.
\ 1a11l'1I.. C\,t ll' : I[ c'o ll SmTu. "ho I ll . \l iriam Edith
fla " kin,,: ;llltl i l \ROU I S\IITII. who Ill . L ' T AlII •.

\ ' 11 f1,'\S:-; '\ Il " 5 \111'1 1. h. 28 A lJ~ . liBB in SlIli thfl,'ld : d . 19 l uk
18.1,1. ullllla rried . Slll' i" id"nli fil'd a, a tai lon '" of Sn;i th·.
til·Jd 1Il cit-,·d,.

:\' H Il .\SlEL'\ S'"1 II. h . 2R (kt 1790: d . 2·1 :'\0" . I 790.
R t: IlI:C(:,\ " 5\111'11 . b. 12 A pril 171/2 : d . I '-\I,ril lf1HI . SIll' i,

hu ri.'d in Ih.. 1'lwltl'ploltT f;llllil ~ lot ill Spral.:un'illl·. 111'1'

,,"iru.1f~ . whic h appeared in Th ,' Prol"id.".,· J OIl l/IIl!

8 .'\pTiI I fUH . ideruified he-r as th, ' daul:'ht.-r of Capt. j aun-,

Sm ith a nd ...rid shr- had lived in Cemredah- fo r ;1 II11O'<t !l;1 lf
;l " ·I1IU ~ . II n-porwd that , h., kf! tom' si-t..r, \1 ",. Ri cha rd
....,,,·.·t of ()llw,v-illc. and om- son. \ lo\\'R\ \ \ ' . "'lITII. "" h"
!L;1 ' IM...n for "I~III" ~"a", in Californ ia ."

lin "ill . filed in Xon h PTI >\ id..n. ,·. Il'ft hank ,halt" I"
IWI ,i.tt'T E,thn Sweet and made h'·IJUO·.h 10 A nn Barth-n,
wif, ' of Burr ill : Kd M"iTa . w ift"of J O' h ua Su-r -on : Caroline.
wif,- "f Stl 'r~ ~WI...t : CarolilLl' . wif.· of L"IIIIlt'1 \l. E. Sunn- :
and I' !L..IM' . "if" of M a rvin Plunmu-r...\ :\' '' rth Pm" id" lIn '
d.·.·t! ill IH.H ill which R..ht·ITa was g-i\" 'n land h~ her SOli.
\ fn\H Y W. Smit h. gave his addn-o, as ." ;1Il Fram-i«-«.
C"l iflll"l1 ia .

12·{ X J U I !:s'; S'IITII. ./R.. d . 27 D,·(·. 1B.1H. ;\/'\" 1162. '1'111' l'w l'idn u ,'
l'h" ,ix of Ii A pril 1826 reported tlu- marriagr- of j .arm-s
Smilh a nd B" ts<,y Ph illips. bot h of Providence. Bt'I'i" \ 's
part·n lal.:'· has IU.t ber-n 1,·aTlH-tl. hu t it i, l'"ssihlt' vln- wa~ a
dnughn-r of SII'plwn Phillips. \\i lll "h"llI J a uws had n-al
,·'t;I«· dl'<Ilillg-<;. James was dc-cnbcd as a trader in a number
o f d'Td, in Providence- and Sm ithfield . :\'0 childrr-n for
J.lllt" , and Ik tlot·, wt-re- recorded .

xt E,..T1H.R W , n :R\IA':-;,; S \lITH. d . at SllIilhfidd 3 1 Alit::' . 188.) .
a~, "tlln ~,·a ",. 11 months. and 16 days : rn. Richard S" l't"t.
pmlJ:lhl ~ the Richard. -.011 of Xa tha nh-l and I Ia nnah rit ta .
b. ill j ohn- ton 28 DC!. 179-1.;';; Thevlivr-d for S<lII W li lllt' in
(;I(Me-n-r and [an-r ill ~lIlilhfi.·ld. .

Child ren for Richard and ESlh"r ,\I'n'1I1l1 rt'< ord.·d. h UI
in till' 1&;0 O 'I1SUS Richard WJ.~ licn-d in GI'(lI~iavilk.

Smithli.' ld . azed 66 . wilh wift' Estb.... W.. <Il.!t'd .'18 : \ h RI \
SW"d. :n. dn"'lIlakl'C : and (;IL8lRT A. Sw.~ ·t. 2:t R id la rd
S,,,·,·t li...·dl ·11 blld to his SOli. lI ~_ :>: R \' S \l1T 11 S\\(" ·I. ill

Smilhfi,·ld . Rm i..d in thl" 101 "f Capt. J alll" s Sm ith in
SpraglJ"vilk i. J~; s s~; R . 5w."·t. , Oil of R ich a nl .111d Esth l"!"
S Wl"t"t . \\ !Lll d. ~ Oct. HH 1 a l "igh t \";H, alld "it!ht da\,.
Tlw n ' 1Il;1yha \'!- h"l' ll othn eh iJdn 'n or Ridlard a nd Estlu·T.

';" ..\roold . op. cil., J .., hm lon, 2 : 28.

[10 I". n'nlinLl~dl



in ("OTl'l·qllcnn· of If"a\'ing :'\l'W YOlk without ou r com plelllen t of nu-n .
hUI b~' tvine onr- or two of thr-m In till" riggin & admini stering the fOp" S
end. order & di scipline wa s soo n n-vron-d . \\'h (" n a fl·w dq~Tf"(·s Xorrh
of R io. W I · we-re 3 day' d oq{Wd hy a hlundy Piran-, & nT~' mart o n hoard
was armed 10 h i, teeth, e\"eI1' rille rn'oh cr. muckr-r. gun. sword. ho wi. ,
kni fe & dirk wa s bmugh t into n-quivirion . There waved the "Black
fl aq" many imagined t ju-v <;;t w "deat h & thr - rrosv bones' I tell
vou it was pn·I{~' v-riou- l im.· ~ . '''l' wr-rr- nr-ar'lv hn 'a lnll'd. shl· wa s
a b -autiful Iiule Clipp.'f huilt n .lh . a nd uv-d swef'p~. rould sa il all
around II~. in Iar t r ould 1:'0 wlwH' ,Ill" ('hfl',l·. " '" had hut om- -mall
,I:'U Il, shr- prnhahly ,I 01' .-, In a sid". lIwn' is when' sh r- had rho advan-
ta!!. ·. she could ha vr- -tood nlf & rake-d II ' fort' & a ft with he r ··Iong
toms" Th .. last nirrht at -uudown nul' Capt. could \("(" them Ihrout::h
hi s ~Ia,s practising o n till' ~ arda rTll' with hnMding paws. .gr apling: irons,
& c with nenin!! ove-r th.· ~i dl'~ Ihl ·y prohahh \J. W u v at Ih ,· came lim!'
drilling with mu-kets & c flli nur qU<llt.·r d•-ck. About 10 O'clock ,hr- bore
d own upon us. il wa , a 10 \ d~' 1Il' l(lIllil:!hl. he-r Sol ils W ('f(" as wbitl" a s
the undrodden vnow. '·,11<" walk..d th .· Oeeau likl· a thing of life'
\\ hilt' WI' remained IIIt ·rf.·(th' motion!, ·", -hr- op-n-d ho r port hoks.
& th .. Capt. eave word fo r " \'I.~ man 10 1;1\' I.... . av shl' wa-, go ing 10 gi \f"
u v a hrandside. at thnt monu-nt yOIl lIli.ghl halT h. 'ard ;1 pin drop in
a n~ part of Ih, · ,hip. hUI for .n nw raU'..· h, 'sl kn ow II 10 h'T,df. ~11t" , n"s.:d
our hows & chang,·d lin ,'0111'" w ilhoul gi\'ing II' a pa s,inq <;;t lull ·. &
I U;lfl· ~ay t'\Try 0111" of u, fell like gi\ 'ing :l . h'"I"(",\. hut d an'd nOI do il.
If we had ('" " ", to dOl...• (1IIarl..r, \\f' would h;l \'(' wh iplllt"d Iwr . hUI il
wo uld havl" I~'t'n <l ll, ·ndl'd wi lh a gn';lt s;Il' r ifir l",

T h.. hi port \\f' slopp,·d ;1( W ; IS SI. Ca thari n,·s. a Pnrt ugu.·...· 10\\11

silliatt-d o n a n h land of Ih.. ~a l1 lt' nallw. n il tI ... S, E. n-'a,1 (If Brazil. W..
di d nol " xIMTt 10 fI'rnai n ')\"'"1' '~8 hou !'. h ut was quaranl illl'd 8 days.
, urh was t ill' a nxi, ·ty of till" II;\- ...·ng.·!' to flit" on " Ierra firm a" om... 111ll1T.
th at Ih ey h ro ke it a few houn ;Ift.·r. W.' M11 hon'd about 12 miks from
t/.,.. town , Ih.. nexl d;\y h..ing (;"od F rid ay. SO Ill{' of th .· pa '\'\l'll gt'r,
well! up to IOWII tha t nig-h l . so.t- to willll'" ti ll" shoot ing- of .Iuda"l·' tirl'
works. & o ther , uperstitioll I,h[idl] takl· p lan· ill all Rom an Calholic
rOUllt ries during rdi.l!: iolL~ flos ti\"al-. OUI' Cn I'T llt a ~hon' ahou l 2 m iks
fro m ou r allChOlagl'. on t lw foa~ 1 o f Hr'llil. had a Yn)" amusing t irnc
at a Fanda ngo. trying to ta lk & d an cc' with th e natin 's. "'csa w Co('o.
Co lft·,·. Cotton, Orallges, Lell\ons, L i lllt· ~ . Pilll" App le, . Pla nt ia ns, Ba n ·
Ilana~. Fit::,. & other Il'opira l fr ui ts growi ng in gn 'a t profusion . \\'e Wl'f"
In 'all ·d with ma rke d allt'llIion ho th Ihl'lT & in th. - lown. \\TTl' OftI'll
im'ilt'd hy I) on, in lo Ihl·i r h" u" ·s & orangl· gro\",·s. In parta k.· or p'lIlll'r·
gralla tt·,. fig, & ndwr !'l-froh llll'lll". T Ill' p l,lf<' I'a' nn'Hun wilh AllIn i·

C:\ L1FO R:\ I :\ BOC~I>

O~ THI'. S II II' (;f-or,~t' It'm hin j!ton I'\' IR49

The following: kiln . wri tten by W illiam Hen shaw to his brothn
l Ianicl Hens haw (so ns nf the R igh t Reve ren d J oh n P. K . H en-h aw,
Bisholl of tilt' R hodl' Island Episcopal Dioc e.....-. IRH- IH:):! ) td ls of
the ad ven tures nn board ;1 ship hound for C alifornia gold fid d s in
IH·EI. It "as ,g in·1I t il t ill' St l<i, ·t~ by tht" late j oseph G rel"lll' Hen -haw
(If Providence .

The fuur-pag,· k-ttr-r i, Iolded 10 fon n an envelope. cealed . and
add res-e-d to t he Rev l Ianl Hen-haw. ca re Bishop H en-haw. Pnwi­
de-ru-e , R . I. The r-anrellatiou ma rk i" Sa n Franr i...o Cal. in a cin-h­
and Scp I in t he r-ente r. There a rc no paragraphs in the original
let te r, bUI th t" ~ have la-cn made in the transcri pt ion fo r the sa ke of
appt'aranct" and t"a"'(' of readin g,

CUt FOII II 1'. ~ I ,, :s .11 0""

Ship (;' ·0 . washi ngto n. A ug 131h. 181Q
Lat ~ 1 ·, 6" :\ . Lon~ 112 ' . 32" W.

Dea r Ib n

A~ wl · an· r.lpi dily approximaling our deslinalio n I thought I wflu ld
d, ·\·otl" a f,·w 1Il'lI!wlll s this IIlnr'g in gi\"ing you a synopsi" of our \'oyal!:" .
, ,, (, had :l. \'l'~ ....\ 'f'I" · ga l,· ti ll" fif<;1 :\ da~s out . w("nt a lwad \Tl1' rapid ih .
I han· no l ht" '!l Sf'asirk . nOlwi tb sland in.g- th e \"(J~·ag'· has ht·' ·11 n ' ry
I,·dious. & I would ad\·i..., no Ollt" t'\"(" r 10 mak e il. O ne ca u, e has IMT!l
owi ng tn our l·nrou nt .·ri ng no thi nl!: bu t head winds & (·a lm , t·\,.·r sin...·
sa iling, & our ra rd y ' Ix' aking \-.-s...·1-. as il is a tWnd(' d wilh llIufh l ro uhl, '
&: loss of li lllt', J( il had IInl 11It" 'n for till" co nl in ua l t,:sr itnm'nts wh [ich }
\\l' n ' I!:0t up on hoard sh ip . I dOll't kllow what we wo uld han' d OILl·. as
WI' , 'ould Ilot !'l'ad a ll Iht· wh ik, & it was im possihle 10 writl'. alt ho, [ wi,fr
now I had k"l!l ;1 jo u l'l1a l. T h.. 1st om ' was ca used hy 0111' of ttl!' ' I('nagt·
]Jas~..ngt·n kJl(M' king dow n tlU' 1st C ol[orf"d ] SIt'ward . wh ill' goi ng illlO
Ih.. cah in wi th hr ..;lk[ast. sIKh a f cashi ng as th.. c ro.,:kery m adl' was ;(
L1Ulioll. !f it' ]JI'O\'oc lt ioll wa~ r a u'l'd by an insoh-n t l"t'Ina l'k from tIll'
llq~ro.

A f.·w d 'lys af tl' r a Dutch pa ' '' 'Il!!' '1' acci dent ly , tahbl'(l a n otl ll'r who
was sky la rk i ll~ with him wh ilt· drunk. Ihe lattlT a ,hon tinw a ftl' r got
a nO\' i. , knift ·. & tl'i" d t il lUI th .. r OfTllO'T'S th roat , hut was foilt-J ill !flO'
a t ll' lIlllt lll;u l,' h ut ;1 sli!!ht wo un d.

Bdon ' l lI" i ll ~ ,It "';1;1 gH';lt I, hil,' I,, · had th n 'att' lwd lIruti1l\' "It 1" ';lnl.

1:!1i
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ca ns & everyth ing but fruit was exorbitantly high. T he Narivr-s u-a-d to
l'tllllt' along side tilt" ship in bum boa ts early in the TIlorg. wit h m ilk , fish ,
po ult ry. eggs. & fruit for sa le, & they would gabbk away [ik r- so m any
monkeys & parrot ~ . W hilt- off ti lt' riv er La Platte a 1'00n pel'O st ruc k
us. it wa s about midnight . & we had e\'t'I1" ra g of t-anva xs out. The
Capt. uuncd out & ordered all hands Oil di-r-k to take in sail, he
ap pea red to hI" morr- frightened than any oru- 1,1" , on boa rd . h,' would
ra isl" h is hands ( it la Raudolus ) & exclaim we art' a ll lost , & g"ivc
his orders in such r-rmfusion, & hlasphnny, & I'very rol}l' IJt'ing fou l. that
I now wonder wr - r-sr-apr-d as well as WI' did . I had often heard of tilt'
wind hlowing the hn-ath out of a p'Tsnll, but nev e-r co mprehe nded the
ph raM' till th en. I t wa s as dark ,I' pitdl, '0 that a gree n hand co uld not
d istinguish o m' rnp" [rom a nother, & t'\crything wa s r-onfucion, 11m,'
&. thr-n a Hash of lightning would reveal to Us the dangtTolls po sition we
wr-rr - in . gr eat balls of fire stood 011 the mast lu-ad , & wo u ld change
form main mast to mizen mast. & tlu- wind would how l & whi~tk

through th r- ratiins ;1' tho, it would snap the sh ro ud , a sunder. thr- se-a
wac onr- t'tllllpktt· foam. mingoit'd with phosl'hori i' light. ti lt' hi lltl\" ~

lolled mountains high . sonw-rin«- ill !nnkillg up fmll l tilt' troup;h of
the St 'a , it would "ppl'a r ; IS though rht- nr-xt wa ve- wou ld bu ry u-. thr­
crr-m- wa ' nm- of ind csrribable te-rror & grandur-. \\'c p,lssl'd thnnlg-h it
huwr-vrr with th e lo-s of hu t om- small sa il. \\ h [idl] wa s tome in to
ribbons. T he 1st few wr-e-ks out I thought o ur Capt. was a man of
IUJdn u btn] vrracitv. tl~lIIptTate . pious. in fact " th e salt of the eart h."
I han' since found out. he is the sal t of the Ocean . WIIl'I\ off th l' t'oa,t
of Pa racoui n. for a wr-r-k not knowing what hour Wt' lIlight go on a Ice
' horr', hI' gave ordl'rs for tll(N' pa SSI'lIg-eiS who had valuahles to sec ure
tlll 'lIl a hout their Iwrson . ,ent WOld to D r. Vcr :\ Ieir th at his wife &
tlur,, ' had h,·ttlT put on llwns ap pa rd, as lit' t''' IWrled to go asho)"{ ' 1'\T ry
llIomt'nt & snon aftlT th;l t find ing- tilt' wiml did Ilot ('ha nge Ill' ,WOle
Ill' ,Tmlld kt'l'p otT till Gahriel hlt 'w hi s la,t trump. T he fart is he has
alway~ htTn in a whalt'r & i, not fit to cOillmand a :\h-rrhantman . I han'
not asked hi m a half dl q\le~tions since be ing nil board, altho. he has
a lways ht·t' n kind & po lite , hut not _ll rh l o w ugll , no discipline nn
hoard . If l'\Tr I gl·t sakly otT thi, \t'~~d w illl}('\T\ ,ai l in anoth1&J if th ere
i, a , tca llle r about . unl e", it should be a short dist anc e."'I.' went int o Valparai~o J une 12th &: fa nW out O il the 20th , It has
a ll uJlprote(·!t'd Iwrhour, hut llt'\Trtht 'II"s ill a eo nlllll' rcia l poitlt of view
it is one of th e 1I10St llourishing r it ie, Oll the Pacific. Thl" inh abitants an'
a mi xed 1M "!' , mo stl y Spanish & Ind ia n hlood , th tTt, i, a llMrk t'd dis­
t inction between tilt" higher & lowl'! d a,ses, or tilt' r ich & poor. th e
fO IJll(')' all' \T ry Ilca t and cxtra\-agant in thei r mo de of d rcs~ . & lin' in

12B Californ ia Round [O ctober great lux ury. while the latter are a di r ty filth y -c t. & live in great )X'\Trty.
& w ret chedness, & subsi~t on little or noth ing, they ; IIT filled with
vermin, & present as sad an appe,Jra nce as the poorest tr ee Blacks wh[n]
inhabi t our larglT cities. V like a ll o the r forei gn po rts is swa rmed wi th
hem~a". who co ng-n'g-a te at the corners of st ree-ts. & stand at thr- t-nrr a ucc
of H otels & other puhlic pl arr-s, & (~onsta n t ly annoys the stranger as he
passe s to & f ro , T he C ity is built in Valleys & all the sides & tops of lofty
hi lls, the def i nit ion of its nann- is "valley of Parad ise" & it may well
be cal led so. The foreign ers a nd wea lthier rlassr-s reside o n thr- most
e leva ted po rt ion ,. & d ispla y g n-a t ta-ae ill laying out gardens in front of
th eir dw elli ng s. Int em pera nce & othr-r \ 'in 's a n' qu ite prev alent. Thr­
C hilli;llls a n ' a very supcotiuous rncr-, & tlu-ir rt'ligious nTt'll\o n ir's
present anything hut a pleasing spect acle to t lu- eyl ' of Pro testants. It
raim-d wh ile we were tlu-n- heing th e l st t im e for 9 1I10S. \\'c had one
very h eavy -q ual l since lea ving V , wh [ich ] earned a way our /lyin g jib
& fright ened th e Spainards Vt'Ty much. The Or-r-an ha s appeared vim-r­
It'avillg V . mo st of til l' tiuu- Iikr- ,I m ilt pond. \\.(' have beell within 7(10
miles o f San F. for the last 16 dap . & no bette r prosp t"C1 ahe ad. water
&. prnvivinns gt,tt ing sho rt & had. & e\"I' I1" one got the blues. sti ll I
would not have misv-d the voy age for somet hing- hund-omc. Stcal in g" ,
g; lm hling &c is comtan tly t-arried 0 11, 0/1 board, mo n- than I rver wish
to witnr-ss again.

Giv e my hest Ion' to [inked ou t] & wishing you health & happim-x, is
th .. viuccro praYl"r of you)" a ff brother.

W illiam.

Parkl'l' House (f ram e ) rent $16fl,OOO per annu m. Ha l' room .~l.j.on(l

pcr 1I10n th , Camhlin g th,' on ly \ 'icc .

To Rev. Da nid lIem haw
Can' Hi, hop H en shaw
Providence. R . J.
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Irving A. Bt-ck. xt.n,
M rs. Ca rh-n P. Uou th

tlo1 n ir,,;: w n, R. 1.
~t r. Eri.· Blown
~l rs . El'i,· B IHW Il

Mrs. B . 'N ' \ ' It Hrowm-ll
~f r. A. \\ ';{t..;o n Cnnnft

Xort h Kinll. tm, n, R.l.
~f L Ravmond C. Co hn'lI
~ l r , Pairi."k T. Conln

Cranston. R. I. .
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