
RHODE ISLAND
HISTORY

'''KII. , I""'''



PUBLISHED s r TIl E RHODE ISL\ND lII STORI CAI. SOC IETY
HFTY_T WO rOWER STRE E T , I' R O V I D E'C E, RHO DE IS LA' O 01 'lIlb

RH'"~N C. lIun . ".D., pumt.n'
h .•,,~ L . Il ' N ~ K lu , J".. ",,,I.,>'

(:1 ." ~S() N .-\

Jousll . W •.lll', I".,,,,,,
C ,.,......." I' '-1 "'''''0'' , Ii"",''''

( ;" I I.IN.<. 3"", lib' . " . ft

RHODE I SL A N D
HI ST O R Y

TA. la od, hld"d /I " lnr ;.-. 1 .1',,, id" ."~'"'' no ,.,p"",,'h'll)'
I,,, Ih . ,'.',·m,." '" lA, "p'.'''''1"/.-".',;h.',,,,- ,

VO L. 25 ..\I'RII., tone NO.2

IS S UED QUARTERl.1" AT PROVIDENCE, R HODE ISLA,VD
(Suo nd-daSJ pos./age paid at P'ovidntee, Rhode Ish " d ) PETER ED!SS R EPORT OF T HE PROCE ED! 1'\(;S

TARLE OF CONT EN T S

O F T ilE

RHODE ISL\l\"f) GE.\'ER.-\L ,\SSE ~ fB J.Y, I iRi- 1i90

:n

A PRI "'TER might have found a more likely place to set up his pre"s
than Newport. Rh ode b la nd , d uring the hitler yea rs of the Confe d
eration period . Aft er I i8-1 the state was 11I'sd by a ser i e~ of ero·
nom ic and polit ical trials tha t would ha ve warned away man y a
man whose profession sn impinged upon p ublic life as did that of a
pr inter and newspapn publisher. Rh ode leland wa~ not ed as a pla ce
of public infamy, T he Nart-agan-rtt cnmrnonwcahh \\a~ renowned
for "fraud and gui lt'" throu ghout the broad expallSt.' of the United
States lx-rnu-c of i t~ emissions of paper money. Its lates t paper moncv
~ ~stelJ1, enacted in ~ [ay of I iR 6, seemed a sure sign of Rhode Island 's
reputed lapse from civilized ways : its int ra nsigell( amifcdera licm.
announced in 17K7. confi rmed th e fir-t eviden ce of the previous yrar.
" Like Lot from Sodom. from R hode Island run ," advised th e COII
nccticut \\' its, Joel Barlow, John 'l'n1111!m!1, David Humphreys, and
Lem uel Barlow, in a poetical blast against the allegedly erra nt ways
of thei r neighbor. ' Ncvr-rthrh-sx, drspitr nTry outw ard disadvaut aac
an d discou ragemen t. Peter Ede~ went to Xewport in the earl y part of
I i8i and negan the publicati on of hi" cont roversia l X l'w! /{nl I1f ra[rI . ~

Regardless of his un certain prospeet~ , Peter Edcs wa~ by no mea n
unprepared . Peter's father, the well-known Ben jamin Ede". seems to
have passed Oil to his son th e same devotion to freedom and tcua cit v
of purpose that made him one of th e ~i gllifi callt leaders of the Anu-r-

IAh,· C. Rav it" u:\nan-h in Rhod~ Islau d," Rh od~ l sle -a d Hi, l u' )',XI , 117-12·L
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JTh.. I>...t t..fn..nr .. (or R,·njam in Ed... i•.\ II..n J ohn<o n and D uma. ~f.l l o n ..,
,",l~., Dirt;on,f')' 01 Am"jom B;o/:.nphr, 22 vol.. (K Y., 1'128·\'14-1 ), \ ·1, 17· 18 ,
Sill'nifirant information ;,hout 11,.. 80,lon (;<10'11' mill' I... obl"i'lI"d in Arthu r
~I S.-hl... in!':rt. " "I" d, 10 I"d,,,,n,hna : I'll' X f lJ. 'JfJllf'" 11"", on lI.i,o; .. ,
1764-/776 (N , Y., 1'157) .

l l',' ln Ed,·, 10 Th"m,.. M d .-ilk , B"h imm .., J unr 2'1. HI]'l. L'·' m,,·1 Shil,,"
l' a lWrs, 1\1 " ., Ma..adj " ,, ·tl . lI i. ' urical Soc ;,·ty .

:'Sa'lllJrl Lan.. Boardman, /' , /n l ,d, l : P;rm"" r P. inl" in .\i ";' I' ( fl,ln!,:or,
~t r . , \qn\ ), 1.1. n" 'lTlh n<ll' " .h,,·h i. I h.. onl l' arw",,! of Edrs·, l if,' in print :
it indud... Ed,·, ' , di;n .. ,,-, "'I <>pp("Jltli". Som .. ",,, t.. ri,,1 on Ed.., i. I',,·,,·nl, 'd in
Fr..d..rkk (-;, F;os,, ·u . J r., ..I lI is/or)' 01 ,\·,,,,popn, in /h, Di.,I , ict tlf Jt" i nt
1785-1820 ( U ni.... ,.il\ nf M;li,lt" S'udi,·s, S..r . S,·r .• :"0. 25, OrolOO, 1~1:12 '. 07.8:1 .
Til...,· i. no artid.. nn I" ·"·r Ed," in lh .. V ir / iotlfl, )" 01 ..!",niron Bi" ""'fdll'

icon Rrvolutjon in .\ Ia.....achu-cns." c\lon~ with J ohn G ill. Benjamin
Edc.. foun ded the Boston Gazette lind Country [ ournni in 175:>, an d
the two printer- stead fa..tly embraced the colonial r-au-c dur ing the
dnngcrou- day's of pro lt·,t that hC'gan in 1764. :\ot hing deflec ted them
from making rlu- IMges of their IJ('\\"papl"r an almost official voice of
the Whig I~ilrt \ in Bo..ton..\Iorem er , Benjamin Ldc...•.. com mitment
to the party of Ot i ~ and the Ada m-e- seems to have eone even further
than nl("rcl ~ "pon..oring rfn- innumerable letters, pam phlets, and oth('r
item- that \\err printed in the IIm ton Gazette. Edc.. prob able had
some voirr- in t he im portant drr-i..ions of tactics and ..trate.I.:Y th at
bound the revolu rionarv Iacuons together in the Bay Colouv. and
hi" busy home provided a handy ..tagim:: area for the masqueraders
who put on the llc: ...ton T ea Part y in 1ii4! T he ("ourage and con
troversv \\ hich ma rked the life of Pete r [ des wa" with out q \l(·..tion
molded by th e CHills wh ich he rhanrr-d to witnev... :\ot on ly this .
Young l'etcr at the a~l' of nineteen wa" also de.....tined to be all actor
in the onru..hing violence of the rr-vnlutionarv era. Doubrlev.. b randed
by his no roriou.. la th er. who ga\·c the Briti-,h no rest in Bo..to n. PetI"T
was "Cited and imprisoned on J une 19. 1775. I WO day.. after the
Battle of Hun ker If ill, a nd charccd with havinc concealed gun.. and
ot her wa r matrria ls in hi.. home. He was held for mo rr- th an three
months un t il rr-lcav-d sud den lv on O ctober ~t Wh ile under confine
rnent Pe ter kept a di a rv in which he ..hawed not the <ligbu-vt de-pair
at his plight, nor ('\'(' 11 minute dou bt conceming the guilt of thr
mother count ry and righ teou ..ne.... of the ..\ merican C'\l lse.

t
, OI)\" i (Jll ~l y

the future :\ewport printer had th(· rig-ht kind of t ra inin~ and (·har 
ancr for rotth·ntiou.. Rh ode Islan d.

P(·I(·r Ed, 's kanlt'd his ("Taft as printn an d puh lisher in hi.. btht·r·s
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ulliee in Boston . lk gilln ing in 1779, when J uhn G ill left the firm,
" Ben jami n Edcs & SOilS" look over the manageme nt uf the BOlton
Gazet te . T he succc ..., of the Ann-r ican Revolu tion w a." also the sue
res.-; of the Boston ( ;a:;.clt l· , and t he intlucntial jo urnal pro bably had
a.__ many a-, ( W O thousan d <ub-c rih..-rs at different times after 1765.
Little w onder, then , that the IIC...."p;lptT and rela ted business were
enough to support the elder Ldc... and hi" two ~Jll". Benja min. J r., a nd
Peter. T he po..t ....ar ~cap;. were more t r~in.£:". :\ut only did the United
State- experience a pe riod of rcron-truct ic n, economic adju-tmcnt.
and dcprce..ion. but the 1\('\\ "IM{><: ' Iichl ~w the pro liferation of jour
na b all over the new nation . In nllt-.r<lut'n<'c: the Bo)ton Gazette began
to feel the pinc h of hard times, and the partnership of " Benjamin
Edes & Sons" div-clvcd after a short life of fin." Yl·ar.; on Xovember I,
1784 . Benjam in. J r....raved on wit h hi, fa ther to run the bu-iness ;
Perer decided to strike ou t on his own.

An importan t rharnrtcr t rait o f Peter Ed,·.. "as hi.. am bition and
dcu-rminancn to sUCClTd in his cho-cn prol e.....ion. He wasted no t ime
in getting -tartcd again a fte r I ra ," in~ the l toston Ga :t'ftl'. The same
i.....uc of the N ost Ol1 Ga zette which ca rried the new.. of the firm's
dissolution also nnnounred : "Peter Edt" .\ quaints the Public That
he has la td y rercivcd a 111'\\ a nd complea t Ac-onmcnt of Print ing
.\ Iater ials. with whir -h he intend.. tu carr~ un the Print ing Business in
a ll it-, Bran ches... ."" TI lt" n('\\l ~ independent pu blisher intended to
pri nt book pamphlets. bu~i lll""-" form... ami all routine as well as
Imrati\'e a ig-lIll1ellb \\hidl hi... firlllt'ouid aHrall in the cumpctiti\·e
world of In-:rt'an tile BO..loll. Hut hi.. ho lde..t undert ak ing was the
pu blicat ion of a lIew"paper, "\ l lJlo~t two mon th s to the d ay after
~·parati ll~ from the 1'01 /0 11 CI/:f"li/', P('tn Ed('s brou ght ou t th e fil"t

n um her of hi.. own journa l, ti l\" E n 1/lIII ,!; /' . Jdt'l'rliscr.'
Although Peter Elk.. IN.·gali th i.. t' llIerpri~ with .grl'at energy . the

Exch ang/' , I dco l /In wa .. Hot "lInt·..~f ul. TIll' new juurna l failed to
gain ..ufficil'nt ;u h"tTt i..ing du rin,l.: it.. th re(' ~ (" a r.. of {'x i..tence to make
it p mfitahk , and it ~ li..t of "llh..nilH" r.. \\a~ pruhahly !H'\Tr extensin·.
J u~t as disappointin g wa" Erie ..' .. ina bility tll ~t'r lH'(' enou gh printing
work to ca rry , hI' Jl(''''''pa ptT O \ T I' till' ('fe..t o f th(' romn\{~ Tl· ia l deprr~ -

';;\o... ·n,h..r I, 1784 .
' Th.. ti, ,, iss" .. of thr f.-nh,,,, /:., A,h'oti", ( Um ' " ,, \ w~. printed On D"C.-'ll·

hn 30, 178-t : ,h,' b,t iljJp"<l,,·d on J ,m u",} -t, 171li , For d.-tail, ("o",,,lt
Al'i"l' h<> m, Il is/v' )' ,m rf lJiblio~,~ph )', T, :1'15,
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item s bea r th.. l'cter bit's imprint for the yeaN hct\\cen l 7R4 an d
1iH7. Bad hu sincv- nlllditio ns and the com pet itio n of other Boston
p-inn-r-. ind ud illJ.: his 0 \ \ 11 father and brother, ea<.\ a p ale ove r rhe
publ ishillJ.: !lOll"'" of p(·tIT I:des. He did not lo"t· heart, however, 1101'

h i.. """n,,,,' of h umor. .\ typ it-ill issue of the Evchanoe . Ldrertiscr \\ hu-h
a ppea red 011 J a nllar~ 21i. I lAb. carried only three small adverri-e
mrnt-, of ..ixnx-n lines. hardly cnulII.!h to ..how a profit. And ~l"t th e
pr int er im ludcd a n iron ic apolog~ in th is nu mber. perhaps hoping
rhat it mic;ht inv itc' lx-iu-r th ing... sla tine;" The liberalil y of our adwr
ti..inc; fr iend.. has been so grc.u. th is week. trr: hope our readers u·jfl
rvcusr our nut furnishing t hem u'ith more mtclligcnce:" Similartv.
la ter in the sallie' yea r. Edt'S informed hi.. readers th at a ll ",\dH·~.
tiv-m ents omitted this \\{T I.; . \\ e hope, will be in-crtr-d in our next
[iccucj ." L nhappilv . nei the r tha t i'N1C no r the next ca rried a single
word of alh t" rtisin .s::. On .\ ugu..t J. li86. facing an apparcut lv r rit
i"al fina ncial situatjon, Edcs red uced the <izc of the E:cchan.t:e Adrcr
1;10 an d h is l ha rc;"" to advertiser- in an attc mpt to give the newsp.. per
a new h-a..r: 011 life. This overhau l cai ncd only a reprieve. liCIt a new
tr ia l. a nd during the first wed of J anua ry 178i the la-t i..sue of thr
/:.\ d w ngt' . Idi'n lh,., was published ."

TIll' circum..t'lIltT~ attending Peter Edcs's trau..Ier to Xcw port are
uIII.;l1oh n tnda ~ , T lwre is no d irnt ("\·ide l1ce 01:- to wh('n he ~a\(~ up
on Bo~t (>11 and t1 tTidn !to t r~ h i.. lurk in Rh ode Island ,I'1 .:\"ehpon .
j ll~ t n'co\t'f in_t:' in Iin7 from the dn a..ta tion of the Revolution .
ulft"n'd ..uhsta 11l i,J1 helldits in t!'rIllS of trade and romme rce for an
l'nlnpris ill~ printc'r. 0111' tlIi~ht btTome in llul'ntia l an d h ealth\' in
a resur.C(·n t and th ri\'ing ",,·aport. Another sig-nifirant fart or \\as' tht'

'f:,ulw,, ~~ ,11/"'0 1;' ''' ( Ho . to ,,) , ~I ,, ~ 18, 178ti
"Th" f:.t{ }"' '' .!''' ~ ..11/1 '01 ;'" ,'xpirnl wi th liuk rtIuurnino; :!nd r<'l'CT<-1 Oil Illl'

parr of E(k s' , ,·otlll"·lil"" ()n J anu" ry 6 , 1786, th.. "\f,/j>ar"".~ltf C~nlj,,~1

1I" ' lUn ) ""pt n"<'<HJ;[,. 1'-"" O\Tr 1110' d";'lh of th.. fo:xr h lln.r: r .·ldNniJ"', whir h
fdl"" \'it'tilll 10" .·"ri" I~ of "'lO,dc,," ,,!Od ",," irn'p"r"h l ~ loss I.. d"f'r"HJ, ~" l')'
,1 nd it, O1 hn kind, ,'d f, i,-,,,I- ."

' ''r>;"w, :lnid,' ., in lh~ 1·;". I1 " " t'~ A d,'n li_. n do olf n ;nd;rrl't t",;tl"IK" of
F:<!n ', "rmdn" inl"H'" in Rh od," h land alla i,." particularh· th ,· p,qwr nlO,,)r~
,it"at;"", L,t, · ill 11ll" " mllr"" :Inn ill ,h,' fall of 1786. O n A ll,, 'I '1 :11 Ed" ,
" "prim"d a n ,-,p,-d"lh h;tl' I " tt,H' ~ on R ho,k ]' land p:lpt'r mon,,}' m~,"\Jrr,

TIll" O n ol...r 1'1 nm"I"'1 "f tl". f:x r h a" .~ .. At/voliur d("\-01~rl n~ath' tw,'m,. fi",'
pntT"1 of iI' li''''',ll'C'' In RIiOlk hbnd n~,,,. ,-

pa per m()ne~ st ruggle whic'h divided the stale. Alt houg h conclusiv e
evidcnrr- is la r kinu. tilt' mercantile communitv in j\c'\\ port probablv
pla ced .1 kr-v role in brint:'ing Pet e r Edt's to R hode Isla nd . In view
of the unrclcnunc ann-paper Illfll\t'y ami pro-Iedcrali- t slant of his
newspa per, th ere can be lillie doubt t hat the .\'(,!t'port He rald was
created to <.e r ve as a ncarlv officia ! organ of the Newport me rchants. II
Xor ca n there be muc h douht that t11l'y ru-r-dcd support. Thr- ..pring
elen ion s of l i Bn had rr-..ulted in ,Ill unprecedented defea t for the
mercant ile comm unirv. W ith S\\I-(·pin.g con-isrencv Rhod e Island 's
freemen voted in o\"Cfwhdmint:' numbers to gh"c power to a newly
oruanized Country Partv and its candidate for gO\Tmor, J oh n
Collins. The mercant ile community nn w be came an ineffect ua l polit
ical m inor ity. and the parrr mnnc'y -v- tem establi-hed in '1 a\" 17R6
as well as the Co untry Part ve int ransigent anrifcderalism were merc lv
measures of the mercantile dc'hade at the end of the Co nfederation
era . A t the H' ry time" that the-e t h reatening evrnte were occurri ng".
the men-ham- we-n- without a reliable pub lic voio- in Newport . The
long c..tablishcd X f'wpm l J / ,'r, ,, , ,, was intcrmiucntlv publ ished late
in I illn and t hrouchout I iR"; hecau"," of fina ncial troubles . a tra nsfer
of owner-hip. and the illness of Solomon Southw ick, who becam e sole
owner of t he papt'f in 17Ri, [nde-ed , So uthwic k'e health was <;(J pre
cariou.. t ha t th e .II"'fin.\' "ll~pc'nd("c1 publicat ion r-nt irclv after :"\on'm
her R, rea ppearing agai n in an ahhrc'\'ia ted i""ue on J)n emhcr 22
with a ..ta tem cllt t ha t SOlllh wif k hoped tlMt t> ilher hI" or ""Orne other
rx"rson " mig ht .<;()(}n rt"su llle thl' puh lication of the newspaper. 12 Pctcr
Edc,,·... .Yen 'port flerald wa" foullIk d to fill a cr itica l gap in public
infonna tion and puhl ic rx"f"ua sion in R hmk Island's la rcest city,

It "ho uld not he th ou ght tha t P('tf r Ellc" ('on t'"e i\Tr! of hi" iournal
ass implv an arnl of th(' merran lilc' part v in Rhode Islanc! poli tir ". T he
slen der printer's ronreptio n of his prof,'ssilln wa" more hon orable and
hroad -m indrd tha n that. E,k s llll(!c- T""t llOti th at tile press was more
than a business entrrpris,' ,"<ta hlishn l tll tll"I.;e mOl1c\, : its rcsponsi
hilitit''' wnt' as flHlCh d"t t' rm il1 l'(1 11\' IIH' pllhl it' good a" th e puh
lisher·... 1)('1'« lllaIIlITt!s aUll prc{efTll cc", I l is Iw\\ s!Japer wOl lld repor t
the tnlth , c!l'\"all" a I"t'adn's \·irtl({' a nd t;ht t', and facilita te ("eonomir

II Ro,lr(llll"n. P~ lo Fd.... 21-2-1 : Char1.-. t , lI ,1Tl1l1H'tt, J r. , .1 C""ldb"ti" n I"
rllp Rihli" r: raphv ""d I .;trral" " of ."""'p,, ,I, UII"ri.. 1<1" " d IProvid<'" rwr. 18871,
108 -1otr I~ Rril(hL"n, II ;,IM,' ""d Il ihli" r: ,,,/,h,', 11 , '1118.



of immonalieing the p;.lIron ~ of it, hut to .c:-ua rd ou r fellow citizens
from artful mi-rcpreseruaucn-. and to arouse them [rum the apathy
of pa.st dr-ln- ion-, to a sense of our nJITUllOn danger, t rustill~ that \\e
mav revive lilt' dormant virtues in this ...ta te. and thai our deviarion-,
frOl;l jll.s tin' and ho nor may pro' T a ... ; d utar~ monitor to ot hers." I"
The ed itor wa-, ill no way dist urbed that a prcp on d-ram majo rity of
Rh Olk Isb mk rs disputed his charactcriznt ion of till' pal>o.' r m()ne~

emission a~ il1ju\/iu an d a drtnatian fmm honor. A IlI'wspa pe r was
suppo......d to p rim tilt' trut h, Edt·... lx-lirvcd, without CI((' fur popu 
);lrity or profit.

Governed b~ rhr-c ronvicuon-, and under-aanding-c l'ctc r Edcs pub
li ...hcd a remarkable -crics of artkh-, in Inc pa g-t'" o( the S,u'port
Herald report ing on th e anions of ttu- Rhode l -land (;ennal As-ern
blv for the period between the spring of 1i Bj and j anuarv I i9U,
when the legislature acted to convene a convention to ratify the
Cu nstitulion of I i s7. It is li kel~ that Edc... prepared so me nf these
acrount-, h imself over th e yeaf", alt hough many \\t're supplied b~

corn-...pondent-, who attended the lcgi-lativc "".;.sions. The point of
interes t in each article \\a~ thr !laIM' r money conflict and it.. impact
on th e ronstitutioun l que...tinn..\I ost nthr-r acrivitic-, of the "\ ';'Sf.'mhl ~

\ \T rT excluded. j'\<l tu ra lly Ede s's acx-ounts were ('0[01'('( \ hy hi... own
prejudices. For him these cxtenvivt- reporh took on the na t ure of a
crusade. a campaig n of public edification an d documentation ron 
tnn ing- the "utu hverv labyrint h of a paper 1Il01U"~ s~stelll . . . and
the injuries a rising (rom "'portin .c: with public fait h a nd infring:ine;
upon the "aCTt'd ri~ hts of prh 'atr ,olll raets."I ~ :\fJth i ll~ could dis
suade him from printing tilt'S(" hiting al."Counts, not e,'en threats
to har the S eu,/,ort /la ald from ren'i,in~ pa~n1f'nts nl"tomaril~

,tffordt'd publislwN for printinc: tIlt" slatutes and r."Solution" of li1<'
~O\Trnmt"lIl. .\ h hotle;h this was an important "'.)(Irn· of re\ emlt" for
the a\T rag'" lIt'\\ spape.·r. I' Ed."" SIl,tP IM"J in anger that his desnipt ion'
of t ill' .-hSl'lllb l~ 's proceedings \\ "f(' printrd " u'it hv llt hri IM·. Fa , or
t'x peetanr~ of ollin'... III

Despite his hi"s Edt's's report s sti ll provide the lll· ~t existing- desni p-
tioll of thl' de ha te... in the Rhodl' Isb ill! k gislalllll' dm i n .~ th t' b tr r

1I1",;""por/ I/,."Id . .\pri! 10. 1787 .
! ; jl1id ., j ~ n . 8, liS'!
l - L ,w n' nc<' C , W. ot h, T Ill' Colon''' l l', in'" Port la lld. 1''.\8 , 227.
n ,.\"£" po./ Un "ld . j u n" IQ. 1788.
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growth through it~ advertisement- and busine-e, relxm~ . "T O Pl~B

LlSH TR UT H SH .-\I.L BE Ol'R 1I0:\EST .\ D I," Edes pro
claimed a" the motto of one of his IW\\Spa pe.Ts published a fte r lea\'in~

Rhode Island in 1i! I.'l.I J Likewi-e, tlu- first number of hi" .YCU·POTt
llrrald decla red that its columns "shall ever he ope.'1l to the different
po liticians of the da y." lt I n t tT(·' l i ll l.: l ~ , considering h i, an -rsion to
paper mOIH'Y whih- in Rhode l -l.md, Edl's ran into dillirultv while
('llitin .~ the E wh tlll.l!.' Adrertiser 1)("1" ;111"(' he printed all art icle favor
nhlc to a pa pt'r cmi-sion hy the :\!a,sachu sell s leui-Iatu rc. An cn raucd
subscriber n"uted his anger by ('ann'line; his cub-cri prion. Edes re
sponded ir nmediatclv in his charactcristica llv Iort hriuht. pr incipled.
and admonitory (a -hion. "So 101l.f.: a l PET ER EDES /mbfi jhn th e
EXCH .-\:\GE .-\ Il " ERT ISER," he proclaimed. " so Jorr .t:. it ..hall b.'
a free, impartia l papa - open to .\ 1.1 , parties. SOHy he if to find
that a Gentlema n - a Gentlem an 0/ u nJ(' too ! lholl/d disconti nue
takin .t:. the fame on account 0/ his i,uertin.!! th e Ilflra.!!rtl/Jh . .. re
s/Ju ting papa mom'y. A lthou.eh that Gentleman hal discontinued
taki n,!! t he Excha ll ~I' Advert iser yr t hr. Of anvothrr G" nl lo Tllw , mllY
write as m ilch as thr v please against / /(I /)(' r mOllt'Y, and the Printer
will publish it .. II I 111(' snme tim.' nnv piece 51'1/ 1 to IIilll i ll fa vour of it
dlllll 'lUI be disl'llrd"d. " n Edes'.; lofty pr incip les. however, d id not
preclude a persona l and often pa rt isan r-on r-ept ion of what the trut h
might be in (('porting the news and what was in the I>o.,,,t interest of
the sta te.

In th is ~pt'('1 1'('1('( Edes was a w nfirmed enemy of th e paper
money ('.nunlry Part y \\ h ich ~o\"('nwd Rhode Island . "\ s he ('xplained
time and a~ain in the .Yeu ·port /lerald . Ihe motin~ force lx-hind the
Coun try Part \· was the paper money "y"tem. which il spon<;(Jred a"
a pro~ram of pu hlir ITlief. Edt'S as-sated Ihat e,"('1"\ mrasure affenin~

Ihe state had IM',uml.· wbuTl'ient to tht· paper mom' \' ('on lro, 'ersy,
I'n"n the mo men tous qu est ion of Ihe Constilu tion of I iR7 . " "-e han'
Iherefore eonn'in-d il (Jur d Ul y." Edes wro le frankh· ill his ne"'"
columns. " to I"llluinlle an im pa rt ial detai l of tl1l' prne;f('ss of th is
~ys'e ll1. not with a \'il'w of farniliari/-i ng inju"tire. nO r" with an intent

1:lh'n",,,bN / " I , lIi ~nl{n (,,\ u l!" uslal , l>;"""llibn I-t-, 17'1') : Boarclman . 1'£,,,
I:"dn.2('.

H\f .m·h I , 1i87 ,
!~f:xrh" ,,!:, A Ju"j,n ' Boslonl, j ul \" fi , 17Rr, Th.. ;tnll (a'ur ••I,I.. to P" pt'f

!mm..,· was print ,'d On j un .. 2Q.
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vca rs of the Con lcdc rnt jon pe riod. T he ma nuv-ripr records of the
~\\ O houses of tilt' Ge neral " ' .....-mhlv never reponed the debates tha t
occ urred on ,U1\ matter considered 1)\ the legislat ors. The offuiul
journals of cad ; h OI N " of government offer only a barf' ourline (If

laws and Tl:~llI lio lls int roduced and discu-scd . rx-r-a-donally not j n~

the VU l t".. O il im portant i"..ue-s.~" Hill... pre.....-nted to the k ,gj..lnt un- we-n 
usuallv filed \\ ith the cler k of eit her hou.sc, so that we have copic..
of tnl: origina l vcr-ion.. of lIlan ~ ..uuutcs and resolution.. presented
to the As-emblv." III some ca-es the origi nal bill... are annotated \\1111
the flame... u f ttwir "p()n~Jn;. a nd in t he-e in ..ranee, whe re t he~ \\eTC
alt ered durin~ the rourw of Iawmak inu. the manu-cr ipt s sho\\ dele
tions and inte rlined ad di tions to proposals that gained the con-cn t of
the membe rs of the legisla ture. O nCl" pac-ed by the General Av-cmblv,
a sta tute or resolut ion was then t ran scribed into a form al hook of
la\\' s~ 2 a nd printed for general circulation in Rhode Island.2:J At no
po int in th e kRi..lati vc pmn~, do th e manuscript- supp ly mort" than
a hint of the debates in the I WO hon-es of Rhode l -land ~o\·crnntent.

T he-e document s, therefore. p rovide a guide to laws paecd b~ the
Assemble, and onlv in rare instances all insight into th e sub-ranee of
l awmaki·n~ and t l~(" Ic-~islati\"(' p roce........ ~-idt><; the ofbcial record"
there is a surp rismglv "ma ll k~ac y of histor ical material- rema ining
from the Confrdrrat ion gene ration, c-pcciall v from tho-e who {;I\ -·

ored pape'r mOllc'y a nd antifcdc ralism..\ <; a remit Peter Edt....~ a ruck-,
011 the deliberation- (If the Iq; i, bture offer a trea-urv of knu\\ I l"(I~t·

c·cmcc·ming the Confrdcrnrion pe:- riud in Rhode bland. The Eck..·s
reports ..how dea rl ~ the int imate t·olllleuion I)(."t w('(·n th e pape'r
mOJ1('y ron tro\Trsy and the proble m of the R hode Island sta te dC'hts
and pruvide ad diti onal n lllfirmat ioll of the pow erful hold of the
antifnkralists on t ill' 1)I 'oPIc- of the "ta te and the Gellcral A.......·mhly.

T hc: n~pe lrts of Pc·t('[ Etk s un the Rhode Island k g-i"latu l"e arc of

~·'· I h.. lrIilnu,rril't j our n;,l. "f tilt· Il ou,,· uf lkpul i.... th ,· IlIu, t numrro", ~ Ild

signi lic<lnl hralldl of R ho d,' 1<la nd 1l0\'f"rntllClll, <lnd th,· unpuul i'~"d... J"ttrll"l,

of til(' 5,,";l tr "",,- h,- f"und 1ll Ih ,· Rh ud,. ' <la nd 51'!t ,· .\rd'l\Ts. ~. ,,, .y; " r th ... ,·
j Ollrn ;, I. i, r" pfOd JU...d wilh it,'n,s f" um} in " th,.r d,.p",ito ri,·s in William Suru·
",'r j ,." kin. , ~ / <II., R", ·onl , of tl". Sta t... uf th .. U nite d St at '" o f .\ u1<" l'ica ; ..\
M in o lil ill C om pil;, ti" n I' rq ,a n·d b} th,. Libra l) o f (: on gH'" in A" oci"t ion
wilh tl". U"hf"l'.it\ o f l'o'i h C ,,,olin <l ( 19"E l) .

~ I ..\ n . ~nd R,.' oh'"s of , h,· R hod" b la nd r; rrw ra l :\swrll!'I), ~bs . , Khod,·
h Lllld SI;lI.. .\ nh i,·.., .

~~R hod,· h land R,·, urd•. ~b, .. Khnd,- h L,m} St Ol l," .\ n hiv... T hr f<l m ili<ll
I",hli .t",d ,·d il ion of R hod,- "i<llld b w< hl j ohll Ru.I,d l B..rt k tt i, 1..",·d on th i,
1lI;, ..,, ' n ipl ,-oll,·,-ti"n,

special interest for a '«'nllld rea-on: Iht'y were freq uentl y reprinted
in lH."w spapt~ r-; ewrywhl'((' in the Un ited States. ~ ~ In this pe riod before
the ro ntt·ntfXlra r..- m'\\ ~papC"r wa" horn editors depended on the news
rolurn ns of Iheir ' rivals for choice informat ion regardi ng happenings
in the United States and abroad. Without the presence of a large
sta ff of report ers or modern Ptv'" at:cnrit's. new~papers regu la rly
duplicat ed items that had already appeared in journal - in other parts
of th e na t ion . In con'o('qUl'nn' th e editorial judgment of an individ ual
edi tor d id not ncccs- arilv depend on how he wrote a slory or wh ether
he disto rted the meaning and content of what he reported. An edi
toria l judgment was exc rci-ed whenever a public ation selected one
amollg several di ife ren r pieces that had already been printed else
where. ofte n in the same eit~' or town. T he reprod ucti on of Peter
Edr"-" news paces. therefore. represented a ..ignifica nt determination
on the part of many of America's nt"""paper edi tors a" to what they
considered vital and relevant for their readers. Likewise. rr-print inz

~3.-\ 1 Ih.. condu.ion of a lrlt"ida ti~".. _ion, th,. la .... , and r.-solutions of th ..
.-\. ...ll1bh ....-..u · prin ted and ... n t to th,. r..sp<"rtiv,. lo....-n rlrrh This r....ord of
th .. ,.n<lctmrnlS of Ih.. klt"i.1.ltur,. ....-a. I{ ..nt' ra ll\' n-f..r....d to a' th.. "pTint..d ....h..d·
ul..... " f th .. G'·nnal _ \~W" ",hh h, - eo" t.."'poraries, a lt hoLJ l{h ic " 01' 'liven Ih.. titl..
uf " Ac ts <lnd R..solv....· h~' pdnt..rs, ronfusin.. Ih i. eoll "nion wil h Ih .. manu
,,,,ipts rt t..d in no l.. 2 1. T h,. h...1 r..f....-nc.. Ior th.. pr im ..d la,,-. of R hork Island
i. j. H ar'1 Bonlt"<l,17. Clurk U st of Rh "d, 1>1"'rd 1.010"' . Conta",in ~ a Compl,tt'
U lt of tht' Public LA:u and A rt l and RfJolt,tl of th , Stat, of Rhod, b lond to
Dol' . W it h S ot t< and Pacin r!.r ( Pro vid ..nr .., 181)3 1. Th.. C ..n..ral .-\. <;<-",bh- aho
rommonh- au lhor;7..d th .. puldicarion of indi\'idu<ll pi ..,.,.. 0/ I..lt"i.lalion in th ..
n..wspapers or as broadsides. For infor mation ahoul Ihr ... b road.id... a handv
It"uid .. is J ohn E. .-\ ld,. n, R hod, Island I m prints, 172 7·IBOO ( K Y.. 19..9 \'
- ~~Th ..r,. w..r.. ' '''T n t.."n ." ..ions of th .. Grn..ra l .-\.vmbly br-I....-....n Ih,. t im ..
,,·h rn Ih.. fir" of Ed .... . n ·port. <lpprar..d un ti l Ih.. k ll;"i<latu r,. \'ot rd to ca ll a
const itu tiona l conHntio n in J <l nu<l n · 1790. All bu t on" of Ih...... ",,·..t in!,,:! o f Ih ..
1l" lt"id " l ur" wcrt' ""un.inly r..cnrdl"d in Ih,. .\"I<"por/ lIn a /d . .\ Imoll 01 11 of
Ed... '. <lnkl,.! "cr..."h'..q","n ll\" r"pli nl,· d in nl"w,p;'p"rs Ihw u (,( ho llt Ih ,. 'ta t..~_
H i, "..r o llu t of Ihr ~ I ,1T .- h 1787 ..... ion "f , I,.. .-\ ",·", bl}' r..c,.i\,,.d th .. mm l pron,, ·
11.. 111 a tt" mion <lnHIlli>: tI ... ,hlt"'n in Ih .. , ..ri... . It "01< rrp"hli<h" d in th .. A m ,,;·
raTl JJa ald (Bo. ton), Mard i 2fi. 17B7 ; .HnsStuh~UlIl Ga~'It' (Bo, tu n) , M arch
27, 178 7 : I Tl d , pn ll/f" t G a:,II , IRo, to n }, M arch 26, 1787 : Rnst ,,.,, Gn:, u, .
~b rch 2fi. \787; Mn ,-"" h ~ .<r ll ' COI/ i " rI (ll mlon \, ~I a rch 28, 1787 : F.u n
' o ~ r " nl (Nc wn"rr!' o rl. ~t ,,, •.) , M",..h 28, 1787 : C(}TI"utjr ~t Ga : ~ lI e (N r w
I .ond" n ) , ~b r.- h :10, 1787 : C"'" u rlir ,,/ JO" " 1fI1 (Nr w lI avl'n ) . Ap" l 4 , \787 :
A m n iea n M n cu ' )" (I 1i" lfOld l , .' p ri l 2, 178 7 ; X , w_l'or A Park , t (N. V ,C. ).
Apr il 6, 1787 : O<l ily Ad"..";..,, ( :<OS _C ,1. :\ I' ri l 6 . 178 7 ; PrTl " , )'lvan;n Pack, t
(Phi laddphia\. _\pril 2, 1787 ; F,n'" n" ',' / 0,,,,, <11 ( PhiL,d ..lph i<l ) , .\ p ril 4, 1787 ;
Pn l'l n /vania Ga~,", ( Phib dd phi;\) , Ap ril 4, 1787 ; p ,nTl <r1vania Jou, nnl
( Ph;\ad rlphial. _'pri l ,t, li87; Co/, ,,,,biaTl 1f..,aM ( C h~ r1 "' ton . S C . ), Apr.il 16,
lQ, 26 . 1787 ; ~nd th.' Ga:,Il, "/,h, S lnlr of (;,or /:lO (S;J\';, n ll<l h) , Ap nl 26 ,
178 7.
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Edc': " materia l was also a suhlk token of the po litica l a nd crrmomic
va lues of the editors an d their <ubsc ribe rc. Rh ode ld ande rs knew
\TrY well that Peter EdC" ami hi.. S cu'/lO rlllcrald were hardly objec
tin' oh ......,.WN of the p.as."ill~ ....enc in Rhod e leland . Presumably they
mi.L: hl automaricallv d i.....-ount his principle, and prejudices. O utside
of Rhodl ' l-la nd this was no t thc' <'a'o(', The nation'« pn''''' r-opir-d
Edc...-, "l'ries 0 11 the proceedings of the Gen eral .\s.'o('m hly witho ut
prnpl'r ca ut ion tha t his indict men t of th e legi"littun' mi~ht in ,lny
way hI' qne-rionablc and controvc ..... ial. Accord inclv. t he-n- ca n he
little dou bt th at Ede....s view.. we-rt- <hared by his profession al col
leaques and the ma jority of their readers. E\·id('IlIT to sustain th is.
ClJIlrlllsioll is not diffi cult to find, lu-ruusc there wert' occasions when
individual ed itors added their OWII opin ions to support the alreadv
"t ridellI a llq,~ations of Pt'!IT Edes. T he hest instance of this was the
rase' uf Francis C hilds, t he rWpplTY and st ronu-r nindcd publisher of
rlu- n llify Adcertiser, a n in fhu-nt ial I\"cw York Ci ty Ill'\\"spapn, C hilds
reproduced OIH' of Edes \ rr ports un der the hea ding "Quiut es-eno
of Yillain v." >;(.'l'kinc:t here-be to eternali ze Rhod e I<land's infamy and
wa rn ot hn <ta n-s to avoid its fa te , C hild" acen ed {hat Edes's art irks
were irrefutable proof of " a :-'t a lc' \'(' r~in~ into a narchy and rui n
from democratic Iiccm iou-ne-«. while her Representa tives an' ac tu
all"d hy the mo-t dangerous sentiments of usur pat ion and dcspo
lism."::· O bvion-lv this was a -u ppo-edlv -hcc kina record of "in, II
ha~ -ervr-de-vr-r since. un fortuuatelv, to di..tort the historv and mean
ing of R hode Island'< Co nfederat ion experience with papcr money
and amifedcrali-m.

[10 be- ..onlinu..d j

~~'DQif)' .i J u tl j..- t ( ~.Y C.), :\ p n l 6, 1787. Child,s alktalion. ""'rr 00

~"lr"llI" Ihn' dr.-..' Ih .. crili("i"n of Rhod.. hland's ("ollt!rt"..iona l d...... lI{alion•
..·hilh inrl"d..d Ih.. anli.pap.-r 1ll0n..y I..ad~r, J am,... :\l il..h..l1 \'arnum. T h{'
("oOll{r",,,,u'n ..,,"'p1aio("d in a ku,'r 10 (; ow r nor G N:trgt Cliolon of ~rw Yo.~

Ih"l Child,s nn",,,apr' ,hould h.. ("~n"lT~d uy lilt' I-;,.w Yn rk :\ ,,,·m],"". Tllt'ir
InUI"'1 d, ·.-]an·d Ihal Child,s puhlkalioo ahn"l Rhod,' IslanJ was a..:"darinR
in'uh to a '''''rr'';l(n stal", [" hi<- h) lil, ')' run,i d"r as Ih,' mo,e sc:\ ~ n:\ L() L:S
O F I. JflELS· · I:or d" taih on I h ~ formal pro t.., 1 to Gow rnor Clinlon and II ",
,'m " inrl: n",t"" ... r" whi('h r""u h ...1 n'~,1 rtl il1 ll: lIlt' f r""dom of 11\0' pr......nn,,, lt
\ '" ,,"'m ;",,1 Pr-t "l( ,\ rnold e" Go \" . J oh n Cn llins, ;'; . Y., Ap ril 7, 1787. U....otd
of Ih .. C% ,'.1' 01 Uh o" .. 1> /,,"" ,,,,,I l'HH, j ,f ,r.- Pl" " I" l i" " 1 in Sn,' r; "cI""d.
1/1 '01<., I"d . J oh n R. flan ln l ( I' ro,·jUr nr R. I ,. 1851>-!8fi .~1. X . 2-l5.2·tfi:
[J,u'h ,1du TliU t 1 ~ .Y . C.l , .\ pril ", 1787 ; Co"'udi"u l GQz..tt .. r.;.; ,·w l ,(InJ " n ) ,
\ pril 20. 1787 ; C .."" ..cticul ! out1MI ( ';';l'w Haw n l , .-\p ri1 25 . 1787 ; " nd lIil'
,1f""",hkUl l l C""I;' ...../ I Bo. lonl • .' pTiI 2.~ . 1787.

.vx .\ R ITH ~ I ET (C WORKBOOK OF I R27- 1 8~8

.-\ S .\ :-'O L' RC E FOR

RHOIJE !SI..\:\,() SOCL \ L HiST O RY

h,· R,OI ''''''" F. 5HI"" . J•.,
()~p':Hlm..n t of Ii i, ton", Rhod.· I, kln d ( :ott......

S n·fR.'\1. Y EAk S ,' ( ;0 . a n arit hmetic workboo k of over one hundred
pa~e... carne into Illy po:l"'o('""ion. T his workbook was considered a me re
cu riosity a nd un worth y of prc-e rvin c anv louger ; it was a..signed to
the t rash when a -torvroom was to be clea ned . T he workbook, for
tu nately ~lhal{l'd, pn ,\ cd to be of considera ble inn-rest. It i..obviously
a handmade aff air . Some sort of leather form s tilt' rover while the
heavv paper pa l{( 's, folded and t ied toget her ill ,~ roll ps of seven to
ten xhe-r s, arcwwcd 10 the ou tside cover. ;\Iost of the pa ges have
been divide-d into dOl/hk colu mn s. ea ch of which is wel l-filled with
pr oblcm-, or with rules. ' C loSt"r examination tl f this wor kbook ha ..
ind ica ted a num be r of I'hlt's to the socia l history of the ti me and pla ce
where it was IN 'd , tha t is, " the da ily life of lilt' inh abitants of the land
in past ages.':"

The work book bdOlU::t'd to Reynold.. C, Crandal l who was born
February 16, UUO. in Cha rlo-tow n. Rh()(II' Ivland. and who died
J UIll' :!1. 1 89~I , ill l .itchfield. Connecticu t. He u-cd rhi-, work hook in
1R27 an d 18:!8 : both dates. appear in the manuv ripr in "comer
jouinc," within" ft,\\ l:J.lgrs of each other. :-.c·\l'ntec"l1 or eighteen
~ear:s old when he -tudicd thi-, arithmetic {'(lllp;.(' in Uhnrle-tow n. hI"
moved to Litch field ill hi"l'arly tw ent ies,3

Sr-vr-ral f;ltTfs fir the lire «f the time". the fede ral period in southern
Rhode Island , nlil~ II(' exa mined throu c;h thi.. wor kb ook. The ari th
met ic ( ·oup;.(' itS<"U ilS il may he dedu«'d f m m tilt' \~(lrkhook ra ther

·s.... 'I",,' im' ·n p,lll{" ·lI j .
'G, ~f. T rnTly,m, f .-n"li ,h S ocial 1I i.' l o , )' ( .;.;..... York " ml Toronto : Lom~man, .

(;r...'·", Ir'B ), p , vii .
-From Charl..'luwrr. ( :,." mla ll '''O'Td 10 l. it..hf,, ·ld. C"1111O"'li""I, whnl' r..c"nl,

of lhl' ~f " l hod i . t Ch,,,,·h i"di..at,· hI" b'Talll" a ""'tn!"' r in 18·12. ,\ t son,,· lJOinl
in II... n"h 18.'i!)" I". " ..."t to { :" lifor l1;a Co ply hi, tTarl,' "," carp"'!!'" only 10
n'lun, all"ain I" Lil..htrdd wI,,·,, · h,- li....d and wO! ~ , ·d II". ""1 " I hi_ lif,· .

I'h i. , k,·trh of R,·ynold.• (:,.",,<1,,11', lif.. i. ha, ..d on inforlll:reion I/:i,'"" 10 m,- in "
klt,'r fT"m Iii, l{randdaul(hl .... ~t rs . fI"Tlh" K. Baldwi" th"n of ( ; rr al flarr ington.
M,lS,,,,·h" ' l"lI ' , R",," rcl< ill t I l<" Tuwn ( ;l...k·, O llin ' aod al Ih .. ~ I ~ l ho<l i , t (:hurdl
in Lit l" h/ ;,' !d , Conn... lin ,l . <,<",linn Cr,,,,d,,ll' . dal... 'II , Illl,·d in ~lr•. flaldwin's
k U..r .

1\



than ""e n in a print ed tea cher's m an ual ivof import ance. for ir indican-,
the mathrmnt ical skills deemed nen~s."ary fo r t hat time. The span'
de voted to reduct ion of r-urrr-nr ies an d coi n as well as t he ""I"lions
given 10 problem.. de a ling wi th exc hange of co m modities indicates
the bu sinev.. dema nds of t ilt" t imes. Some of th e marginalia ~i\l'

delight ful insiJ,::h ls into customary socia l ar-tivirics.
The pl a n of the ari thmetic COU N'" a." it a ppears fro m t his work hook

permit'< one 10 determine wha t a youn .t:: man was expected to know
in a rithrnetiral pron·'''''-s. There i" no indicatio n whe re t h is ("(lUN'" wa"
studied . "hethu in a town school. private academy. o r wit h some
private tutor. T he , 'a riolls topic.. included in t his enur-e of study arc
li-ar-d l)(" low in th e orde r in which l he ~ appear. T he ti tles an' th o-e
that C ra ndall wrote in his flowing ha ndwrit ing at t he head of ea ch
to pic. T o indicate some proport ion . I have no ted th e number of
pages he- devoted to ear-h topic.

T .\III .E

CO;.: n :;':T O F REY;':OI.DS CR .\:'\D.\LL·S WO RK-HOOK
The verv outline of the CU U l'(' indicates the ma themat ical co ntent

to he mastered. The five most cxtcn-ivelv treat ed topic- were : interest
( H- pa ges ) . vu lgar fra ctions ( H- P'l gC:S) . wholc- nu m ber problem s
dealing with merchant" ( 11 pOlges ). othr-r whole number p roblems
( 10 pages ) . a nd decima l.. ( 10 paees }. Th is distri bution m ay he com
pa red 10 thai reported by Sm ith and Eat on in the ir study of arit h
m et ic text book.. used in early ui ncwcmb-ccnt urv Ame-rica whe re they
indica ted th a t . in [X'r cent of span:'. tlu- five mos t import a nt topics
were: wh ole numb ers. vu luar fr.u-t ion'. compou nd denominate num
bers , percentage. a nd proport ion. ' C randall. d early. was cxpo-cd to
t he m ost commonly treat ed a r ith nwt ic topir-s.

Furt her implication... for ...ud a l h i"tory a ppt'a r ill tho-e sections th at
deal w ith the reduction of c urrencic... a nd roin . It is surpris ing to find
...0 man y pr oblems ...ti ll stan-d in te-rms of pounds. shillings. and penn:
in the I 8~Os. The dollar, in reJ.{lllar Its<.~ a" a un it of rm-asurc in co lon ial
\ \"t'"t Ind ian trade. had 1)('t'11 rsriman-d as th t' na t iona l monetary unit
by Congress under thr- Artirks of ( :on fl'dnati oll in 178 4 and aMain

'S"" T :lbl" V. "Pn C"nl of SIMr" D" v"I ,",J I" Topics b) Periods in Arn" ri ,.an
Arithnwtirs, 17 10· I!lflO," in J oh n .\. l" i"( / , O ld "l'. xl b" " b ( Pi thh \1 r ~h , P" nns)'l
vania: t:n iv,·..il)' of P i tl shur~h l' n 'l l , l ' lfil ) , PI" 148 ·14Q. T his course of study
tha t C ra nd:llJ followed S!"rJll' 10 I-'"ralld Drlworrh's quit.. do"h : ,,,.. . p,:rim..n
tabl" of c"nt..nt" ibid. p. IH .

45

2
2

I
2

3
I
2
2
2
s
l

"

Addirion " f \'lI ht,lr Fta.-li"us
Suhlr;u li"n or \ '"h::..r I-'t ;•.-li"n.
~lllhipli";o l i,,n "r \' ul~ ,.r I-"rartinn,
Did si.,n uf \ ·ulc.lr I'r .1< linn,
Rullo ,,{ Thn-.· D in-, I in Vlllcar lr.utions
In""r«(> I'm pnn inll
Ru lr nr Thrr .. Dirr n in Ilr " imah
Invo lution
Ex tr .... tiou ..t t il<' Sq u.ur Ront

T" E\lra. I lilt' Sfl'J;lrl' R"" , ..r \.ulzar
Fra, t j "l1~

Extraction uf C ui... Rool
.\ Ili\:;'li"n

Allill:;tliun ~ 1 ...lial
Alternation I';orlial
.\ rit hm"l ica l I'n'l!rf"<;~i"n

( :t"Umelri,' I' rOl/: tl ',,, inn
n "u"lr l ..... ilion
.\ ColI ...-tion " f fju '·'l inn. In ..xorci ....• tho:'

foregoing tlli r .

. 171 . lrilhm rlh I t i ,,~boo~ 011H27-IR2R

26
? --,
~8

,'"
J II

19G6]

Ifi
17
ra
19
20

"

[April

"2
2
8

2
2
2
~

2
I

I
Y,
y,
2

Rrdu'l iull 01 Decimals
Cnnlral"lion~ in Dec imals
R.·t!ud ion of C urro'n, i,·,
Red uctjnu o f Go in
The R ulr " f Three Direct
T h.. RIlIr of Three Im n '>C
Im l't~· ' t

Simple Inte rest
Cnmm i..ion
lIrnlwr"c"
[n, ur:ll1n '

l :" mp"ulld Jn lr rcsl
JJi,n 'ullt
Annllit i,"
Equati"n ,,{ 1';l ym" ll h
JI;ln"r
I ." " :md l i;l i ll
1-" 'II" " ,hi r

Sim:lc F"II<,,, , hir
l :" m p"\lnd Fr-llowdiip

fJoll hl,· Rule of Three
\ 'ul !:;l r Fr;t<t i" m

All Arith mrtic Iti" kbook of 1827-1828

1
2

"l
5
Ii
7

"s
'"II
I:!
13

T opic ;.:um ber



I I , . '"z,. ' J

b~ the new federal ( :()Il{~ rt"".~ in I i9:!. , \ ~ a matter of fan st a te banks
i ll :\"ew En cland issued not e-s on lv in do llar uni t.. a fter 178t. Some
buci nr-e-uu-n. however, <ti ll kept their accounts in pou nds. shillings.
and IJt'IllT, umt-, to which th ev wen' lon g' accustomed . The explana
tion for the-e units in arithmetic problems probablv lies in curr iculum
content nulu-r I han in law or ru-tom . T he most wield y used a rithmetic
manual in l hi~ jlniod wa-, written in 1773 by Thomas Dilworth , The
Sclloo!mflli n " . LHh ll/ ll / : };,' ill .1.: rI Com/u'ndium of Aritnmetic both
pr actical and T hl'nr..ri{'n!.:' Enulisb-amhorcd. thi s manual wou ld
nat um llv l ite problcm-, in En glish un its. BUI nell the first rclarivel
po pula r Anu-rican-authored urithmetir manual. X ichola-, Pike 's•.·1
S Cll' and Com/II. t.:Sptem of A rithmetic. based all curn' ncy problems
Oil En gli'h 1l101wt.U: uni ts a nd it was published in 1788. Xot unt il
Xarh an Oa boll\ . Schoolmaster's . IJJiJfa nt in 1800 were monetarv
problem- cited in hoth [ ns.::li ,h an d American units." Thus. the like
lihood exist, th.n th t' c urrcne~ probl ems with wh ich Crandalllabored
" err ha -,•r-d primarilv on Dilwnrth ' ~ manual and rhe conti nued usc of
tllt'~~ in the 18:10" in Charlestown is a n-tlertion or a time lag in the
arithrnetic curriculum.

In -pitc of tln- curriculu m lag o-rtain of the problems show what
,I youllg" pnsoll wnx, apparently , expected to know about mOJl('y and
its exchange.' ,\ nil the-e indi cate how fede ral cxchaugc wa s appear
ing as importa nt .

J{,.Jun ' 771h ~( 'W Eueland and n l'1;! J1lJ.1 Cum-ncv to federal
moncv
R I'd u;'I' ·' ",Ih I-,s 7 7 9d ~" \' EIII:d..md CUTrt' Il{"\ 10 f" dnal rnom-v
Red uct' [? III 10< 1Yid Xew Hamp..hi re &c nim·ncy to Spa nish
milled dol- (\, fr-dr-ral mom-v
Reduce 10.-,11. I·b 3hd X.,\,: Yor!. and Xonh Ca rolina currcncv
to fedela! mom-v
Chall~l' 2-ll lh :\,.\\ Enuland and virginia n m'lIl 'y to fede ra l
mom-v
BOITo'wed III Engli,1I CHJI, nS a16, 8d c.uh 110\\ mauv Dols ;.I t 68
will r"p;ly tllO' d ;'b t '
R "d tKl' :lfil l, l i sIlY~ d :'\ I'W .I n~cy &c cUl"ency to kdnal moncy (:1)

"" J I,.. t"x t whid, w" , rqnill tnl 1110'\ uft,.n and wh ich had by ("r th t' wirh" t
I ircularion lu-r.. of ;OilY English " LJ lh"n'd nrnhm.. t i,. w,,, T llOJll'u DiJwonh " . ..
i(,id" p.IH.

· Fut comment- on I·jl.··. m"""al, " '.. ibid., lIP. 1',(-,- 157 . For ,.omments on
IhOOIl . so ... ib,d.. PII, ltil · It>2.

' :o.;umb..-r< in I';.r ,·nth..,.n ..·k r tn rhe tOI.je l i ~ t i ,, ~ in ' t ..hk 1. Sp"llinl':' art'
Cr,,"dall", !
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R,'d mT $ 1:12 - fllkts to :,\,'w england rurrr-ncv
R ed uce $ 627 into :-';ew YOlk furrt' ocy ( -t) .

An int{T('sttn.c: ful l' i.. inc luded for changi ng- mon r y : " To rC<!U<T
Fr-drt-l r nouvv to ( :a nada :'\O\';("wtia rurcnry Rule Divide the Dollars
&r I" .J. t ill' qu ot ient will 1M' pound.. and Decimals of a pound ."
( oJ) Evr-n with t ilt" federal do llar -tandard. one sti ll had to 1)(' nhlc
to comprehend a muhi-rnonev 'y'tem and 10 work out equivalent:..
amone variou-, \"hlt'... The inclusion of a specific rule to dea l wjt h
Canadian exchangc-, 'iU .I::J::6b that thi.. may well have been important
knowledge in At·\\" England coasta l ron...-

I n addition to the lopi,s on currencies and coins. those t hat deal
with the problem.. of the merchant a re e-peciallv interesting for
...rx-ial h i..to~ . W hat people bought and "Old, the q uanti ties used in
these tran sact ions. and. indeed. how t hey conducted such excha nge
are _..umifica nt a"pect.. o f the life of the times. Undoubtcdlv. som e of
the problem..exag.geratc quantities [or purpo-cs of drill. The following
problem.., in any ca-e , indicate some of the goods used in trade.

If 3 c wt of su~ar n )<o,t 811b 8~ what will ll r-wt cost

If run- pa ir of s to" k im:~'\ 1"0,t -Is 6d what will 19 dozen pair r-o ct
At IOY2 d p.:r pound what i- the value of a firkin of butter w"ight
-,611>
Bou~h l 8 .-IlI"Is of suga r ...
If 12 III of Tea ('0..1 6 dolbrs i8 tis and 9 mill.. what will ., Ih
CO'it at th e S;U lle rat,'
" 'lll'n a tom- of wim - <"0'1 I-Hl dollars what cost I quart
Boughl 3 hill! of sugat r-ach weig:hing 8 ("wi 1 gr 12 Ih at 7 Dol
38 ("l~ pt'r n\ t \\ hat ('(' rill' they to
Boug:ht :~ hhd of Bra ndy l"Ontaining 61 62 62 Y~ gallon~ at I Dol
:I!I l·t~ III'I' J,!:alon
Bought ;i n pit·n·s of k,·r',·y ..ae h :1-1 Ell" Flemi"h a l 8:1·ld PI'f Ell
Eng lish " ha t Did lilt'\" all eo<; \
&,;Il::!lt 200 \"anl" of ca ll1 -hri('k fur 20 III ...
..\ g;'I1t1t'I1lI"l houghl 18 pipt·~ of wine al 12, lid ( X I'W ./t·r,, ·y
nm'llry ) p t ' l' ga[oll h"" many dollars will pay the jJurchast· (:i)

O ther pr oh lem s ii,t I'icl". mola sse... chllcola te. and tohacn l 4ls co m
lllodit ies wit h wh ifh tll reckoll . O ne's head fairl~ spins with tht'
d ifftTI'llt lltlil'< of IlWa"llI'I'. with th e rurrc tlcy ex ch an gt·... with th e
, a rit'ty of ("Illllmliditit's. and with tilt· com plex a rithmctica l prore .....cs
llcedflll to w!lrk lIut the prohlems. Th is. d U...ItT of problems llllder·
..CO lT'" th e im pllr lant.. IIf tra dl' a nd the ro l,: of th,' nlt 'f chant .

I
t

Two t~pes of exc hanee arc m-au-d in the-e problem.... .\f os.t of
the problems dea l wit h dirr- r-t rn-h ext-hanjn-. But barter has its ow n
rules and problems. TIJ(" rule is ... tnted : " Find the value of the
rommoditv whose q u.m t it v is .gin" n the-n find what quantity of the
other at the propo-cd ran- s-an he ho ught fo r the same mon("y and
it _l:: in .... t he answer." ( 11) .\ ~('fil ·~ of problem... then provide practice
for t he youll.l:: student ill usin.g this m it' .

lIow 1Il 11I·h Titt· at 20s jx-r c w t m u-t bot' barten-d for 8 Y2 cwt of
rais...ns at :xl pl'r II>
R dcli\Tred :l hhd - of hrandy at 6_'lRd lin gallon to C for 126 yd~

of d oth what \\ a' the d oth pn yard
lI o\\' much tea at .}S Id pt.· r Ih mu st til: gi\'t"n ill barter fOT i 8
gallons of hrandv at 12<;. 0 Y2d Ix·r gallon ( I I)

The importaurc of trade app('af' again in th r- -ection-, devoted
to fellow-h ip. H ere it i... obvious that varied form s of inn"..trnent.
the ri...k-, nf 10...... and the rewards of ~ain required a mathematical
formulation. Rules are ...rated. prr-sumablv ma..rercd . and nurncrouc
problem... are wt for practice.

Th ree pa n ucrvA B and C ship-d 108 mule" for the WN-I lndie,
of whidl.\ 1l\\1It-.<J 18 H :~6 and C 2-1 Rut in the <I Tl:<;''' of weat her
thr- Mariners we-re "l>lil.:t ·d t(J throw _I") of tl u-m ove-rboard I
demand how much of the lo« r -ach 0\, mr 1IU1<;.1 ,u"t3in ( I :q
.-\ r-aprain :\Ia n- and 20 -auu-n to ok 3 prize «onh 3."10 1 dol , of
which ti ll" ca pta in rake II vhan- , a nd till" man- .-, sha res the
remainder of the pr ill' i, equallv divich-d ;lIno ngu " tlu- sai lors
ho\\ much did each man f(·(t'in· ( I :~ )

T llIt T pno;ollS pllr .-ha...,·d a \\' .., t Ind ia sloo p lOwards the pa y
IIlt'Ilt tlf whidl ..\ at!valln·t.I :\8 H :~7 ;lIld C I·IOC Ilo\\" mueh paid
.\ alld B a nd \\hal part of lilt' \,,·, .... ·1 had C PO )

Sha res. loss an d .ga in, W("fe real prohk ms to ;\,("\\ Ell.gla nd folk ill t h i..
period .

.\long ,,-ith th e a rit hnwti(' (OliN.' it"l·lf. th e prohlem, on (·urrenril".
and coin, and t he t0l'ifs on n1t'rd la llt adi\,i li(·.... ,0111<' o f t he m a rgin
a lia that C ra ndall \\rotl' in the l"ll l"nlTS or (Ill the t"fJ\Trs. of hi.. work 
book fu rn ish insi,g hts int I! ""1111<' of the ani\'i tie ... of th e plTiod . The
fir..t nota tion 't a ln: " F{'hr lJar~ th e :!7th ,.\ l B:!7 t his da ~- we lit into
the wood s. hdped hit ox lodl' a log," (:1) Tht' ""ulIId read..: " Fe h
t ill" :.W thi, nig ht w('n \ III Sin,gin.c: Sc hllo l." (."1) ;\ b it furth n a long in
t h... wo rk hook. ( :ra ll(b ll \\ WI(' a lllo n ' ('xtell ... i\l· Iloh ' :
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Ch arles town F,'11 29th A 1828 this afternoon o ur folks ha d a
quiltin~ and in tlw "wning- \H' hopped around like- mice till
a l~ut oru- in till' 1I1"lTIill~ and I wr-nt pa rt of tln- way along: with
Elizab eth and ~Iw fel down and J run over her. (5 )

Pcr hap-, C randa ll la rk cd ,I::-a llantn- ! These three margi na l no te... tlo
ronfinn kno\\ kd,gt, of th r- place of wood cut ti ng. the 'inging school,
and q uilunu 1)('("0 a, importan t a'I)('(" " of the lif~ of those times. .vnd
it is g'ood to 1.110\\ th ai e\TI1 then younl::- men found cha nces to wa lk
yOllnl::- lad ies home!

Tw o ot her remark- com plete the notes tha t Crandall wrote. AI
the bo ttom of a P':lI~(' on red ucncn of coi n and currenc ies " as place-d
the sinl::-Ie wo rd .....\ m('n ." ( ") Whr ther th is sianifics devot ion, a
SCII,.;(' of hum or , or ju-t pla in grat itu c k- that the Page \\ a" fin ished i"
not clear. I su,pt;'('t he " a ' simply ITliCHd to finish a ll tho-e complex
problem- and thai lit" migh t , could he haw spe lled it, just a.;; " ell
haw wr itten a "hallelu jah" before the "Amen." The other notation
dOC" sUl::-gC"t th at Crandall \\a, a young man who had a ttended
Su nday S<hool and church for he wr otc 'the H 'f'.(" of a hymn .

PETIT IO:'\'

() ! for a d u!<t'f wa lk with God .
..\ cal m an d hea vr-nlv Irauu-:
.-\ lig ht 10 "him' upon the road.
That k-ad v me- 10 the Lamb . (30) ~

Thi-, arithmet ic wnrkbook, then. which wa-, rq~3rd ('d «<l!eh as a
curiosity a nd as fire material. a r tuallv contain' m anv r1l1f'S to t ilt'
...oeia l hi-torv (If tilt' pe-riod in wh ich it \\'a.' u-sed. Its 'mathellla ticd
('Imlt' llt <k arly illd il',\te ' til<' na tur(' of t his asp('n of the schoo l cur rie·
ulUrll . T hl' rl'gu lar U'iC.' o f t h(~ It'rms in whi r h propl(' thoughl anou l
mOllc ~ and ClIIJllllndi t ies. a lMltl! the i ~'lles of t rade. and aholl t met hod "
of n;f hangl' pro\ ·id.., in... ight into their econum ic frame of rdtT(' nc('.
Cranda ll's ilH'idl'lltal Iloh', id('n tih sornr of the socia l act ivit ies in
which Jwop lc of th at t ime r('g ll 1a r l ~' t·nga.t:el!. RC\llOlds C ra ndaH of
<:hark "tl)\\'ll , Rh'H!,' 1 ~ l a nd . in workin g: his way tilHlllgh a standa rd
a rithme tic IlJlltW ill t hl' I B~ns, 1Il1con ",ioll,ly pro, 'ided an itH(' ['("t ing
somn~ for tilt' "wia l history of his time .

' .-\ ('O"UlIOn " ..mn i"d"d"d in ma ny c<>l l"et ion" it ", a, a por m wrill "" loy
W ill iam ( :o " l-H"r ' ill 1772 .

Till: I'Ro\·IIlE;\CE J EWI SII CO~ I ~IU ;\ ITY

AFT ER I:!:, Y!::\l{S o r DE\'ELo p:\n:X'l'

b, Sll"~\- t.OI.u,n:l:-<

Department of Soc ioIO!l ' and .-\ n l h r()iJ'Olog ~ . Bro" 'n l'niwr.ily

c\LT IIOl'GII J E W S .....-u lr-d in Xcwport as ea rly' av th e m idd le of the
.....-vcn tecnth cen t u rv ( I hcn'h ~ be coming rmr- of the earliest j ewish
romm unitie-, in Colonia l Amer-ica }, thcv did not a rrive in Provide nce
un til a lm ost 1\\ 0 centuries la ter. In HUB Solo mon Pa rr-ira . a native of
Holland. moved to Providenr r- wuh his wife. ' W ithin the next decade
the nucleus of a j ewi-h rommunitv was formed . From 1850 unti l
after the C ivil war Prtw idt"nCl' a llr;ch'd on ly few add it ional jewish
families : there werr- onlv ciehtccn j ewi...h names li...led in the 18iO
city direct orv. c\ ftf'r IR70 the number of j (' \\ ' in the are-a inc reased
conside rablv. "0 tha i by the follow in,l:: decade about 1.'>0 j ewi...h
famil ies lived in the l' rovidcnre- Pa wt ucket area. :\ Ia m were mer
chants of va r jou-, kind s, h UI t hcv al-o included a phvvician. an optic ian,
and a libra rian. :\10'<1of the-e en rlv a rrivals ca rne from the n,unt ril."S
of we-rem Europe . .

T hf' sicnificant grow th of the j ew i.;;h comrn unio began after 1880
a" immigrants from En-tern Europe po ured into the ,·i;y. By 188.'> the
citv d irect ory listed abo ut :!:'l0 j e·\\ i...h namev: h, 1900 it contained
1.607 j ewish name'. \r ith zrcatcr num bers ra;ne grea ter occ upa
tion al di vers itv. B\' t he turn of the rcruurv mcrr-hant e tailors and
peddlers were ', till' nUllltTOl I' . a... were ,ho,·~a k(' r;. and j:'wdry ~\':)rk.
r-rs, hut there wcrr- al-o IWO lawvcrs. five phv-icians. seven rabbis.
fourteen teachers . four mu... icians, and a bartender. jews could in
fac t Ix- found th ro ughout the occ upa t iona l st ruct ure.

" " t il(' cOlTllTlllnit~ "" "il l' g rew, «() did its fnrmal organilations and
in"li tulio ns. T he fif't 'ynago,gue hu ilding in Providence w;!' ereclf'd
in I B91. B~ that tim(' four C1 t lwr (·ongn'gat inn... ("a terin,l!; to va riou"
cth nic seglllent<; in the ('ommunit y had a ppt'an'l! and were lll(" ("t ing in
hom es or rent ed halk In the t'lls11in,l.( :)0 yea P.i no kw('f th a n t\ \Tnt\'·
Ih ree sepa rat e syna go,t:Ut·s had n·n·in·1! ('ha rtl'!'s, a lthou gh not ,~ 1l
of tbc' c exi,tl'd ~ i m ll lt a m· (J Il ,ly. ;\lan y a",is tanc(' and heneWlk tKl'

ITh,' hi"on of !I " , j ..",i,h ('omrn unil\' i, I" ' '' 'd O il rna1l'ria l fOllnd in Rho ,f~

[ , lan d ] f ,,'i ,h t1 i, l ", i", / X vl a , Vol.. J·J II Il'mvid" n<'r: Rh od ,' " land j ,' " i, h
lI i, to ri('a l ,\ sso('ia l ion. j un,. 1<)5-1 ~I ;" 1'11,2 ).
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societ ies tradit ionally a-sociau-d with j ewish life abo sprang up during
thi s time. As early as IIl70 a lodge of Hnai B'ruh wa" organ ized for
" M ut ual benefit and for benevolent and char itable PUfJ~N'S " ' ~ Not
all of the organizations founded by mr-rnbe-rs of the j ewish commu
nity durin g these years concerned themselves with their members'
religious or physical welfare. T IH' lar ge number of Jews who were
naturalized during thi s period indicates hoth the huge in flow of inuni
g- rants ami their desire 10 herorm- .!.';ood citizens of the ir adopted
country, T here wcrr- organization" to help them , In 1890 the \ \ 'cndcl l
Phillips Educational Clu b stated a" its purpose not only to provide
beneficia l aid to its members hut also to "educat e the members in thr
English language.':" Fifteen years la te r the United Hebrew Ci tizens
A,;.~ciat ion of R hode Island organized "to qua lify men of th e Hebrew
faith in the highest duties of citizen-hip. and to inspi re them with
such a prop<T regard for Amer ican institut ions an d ideals as will tend
to make them a valued factor in society,"~ The institu tio na l structure
of the j ewish community of Providcru-e was well established.

\ r orld \\'a r I and the curbs on imm igration in the 1920s eliminated
a major source of growth for the j ewish community. .-\s a result the
j ewish population has be come increasingly Anu-ri can-born and
further removed from its European or igins. Conta<:ls wit h the lar ger
non- jewish comm un ity increased in schools. on jobs, ami in gl'neral
socia l situations. In Providence, as in all of the United Stales, j ews
have been achieving a 1l11J('h more inte g-rated sta tus in the general
American romrnunitv. YI't exact information on the j ewish popula
tion, or for th a t mailer, on any other religious g-rollp in the commu
nity, is lacking because of the omission of any question on rdigion in
the decennial Icdrrnl census. T o ob ta in infonnation 0 11 the size, disu-i
hut ion, and chanu-teristir-, of the J ewish population, the Ocncrnl
j ewish Committee of Greater I'rovidenr-c ( the centra l a.~elley of the
j cwish comm un ity) undertook a population sun'ey of the j ewish
rom rnunitv in the summ er of 1963. The area encompassed b y the
sur\TY included Providence . l' awnn- kr- t . Cranston , Central Falls.
\\ 'an vick, East Greenw ich , \Vest \ \"a rwir k, East Providence, Burring
ton , \ \' arn 'n, and Bristol. T his report surnm arizr-s some of the major

~Rhod~ I <I,,,, d !r,.-i,h ll i,I O,;, ,,1N olrJ, Il ( I I, p_ 22_
" Ibi d" p . :n,
' Ibid_ . p- :\4_

findings of that survcv."

Df. MOC RA i' H tC C I I A RACT f. RIS T tCS

Distribution: In 1963 th ere were 19,695 j ews living in Greater
Providence, with ~l ight1y more than ha lf of the total living in the ('ity
of Providence itself. Providence and Pawtucket together accounted
for two th irds of th e to tal j ewish population; the remain ing one third
was d istributed am on g the various sub urbs. the largest concent ra t ion
!leing in the city of Cranston. wit h one fifth of the total j ewish popula
tion . The \\"arw irk area ron tained eight per cent of the total, and the
remainin,t:: two fJCr cent were located in the East Providence-Barr ington
arr-a. Like th e total population of G reater Providence the over-all size
uf the j ewish population ha s not changed markedly du ring the past
ten years, II (Jwn Tr, the disn-ihution of the population has r-hanjn-d
considerably. The older areas of J ewish scttlrmr-nt in the city, namely
the Sou th Side and the North End, both lost more than half of the ir
j ewish population between 195 I and 1963. The East Sid e and adjoin
ing Pawt ucket areas were the on ly sections of the cent ra l citie s to gain
population in th is interval. The most st riking change ha s been the
growth of the proportion of j ews livin g in the suburbs: from 11.8
per cent in I ~lS 1 to ~O.~j per (Tnt in 1963. In fact , j ews have part ici
pated in the sub ur ba n movement to a grea ter extent than ha s the
.!.';eneral lxlpula tion .
Age: On the average the jewish popu lation of Creater Providence
is somewhat older th an th at of the Iotal popu lation. T his difference
does not stem from a la rger proportion of j ews in the 'Try oldest age
groups, but rather from a higher concentrat ion of the j ewish popula
tion ill the middle age range. At both rxt rr-rrn-s of the age pyram id
the proportion of j ews is less than the proportion in the totnlpopula
tion ~ this is particularly true of the \"Cry youngest age group, reflect ing
the lower ferti lit y of the j ews.
Sat iL'ity: For R hode Island as a whole the forei gn-horn de crea sed
from a high of about on e th ird of the population in 1910 to exactly
ten P'" cent of the stat e's popu lation in 1 ~60 . T he j ewish popu lation
followed thi s same pattern : however , since alm ost all of th e j ewish

~' For a full d i,.-m,ion :lod tb" d~lailt"tJ 'I ill ist ica] analysis , sec S id n ~y Gold'lf'in,
Th , Greal" !' r<Jl'id rnce ! ru'i,h C om m unily :.1 Pop ,,[al;on Survey ( Pro ," id f' n ~ f' :

T h.- G" m'ral J ~w i sh Committee of I'rov i d ~n ~ ~ , In c_ , 14M) .
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a rrivals in Providence- wen- horn abroad. the percentage of ford g"n
horn wit hin the j ('\\ i ~h population was somewhat hig"hl'f than that in
the general popu lat ion , and thi-, has continued un til th e present l ime.
"0 that only 17 p IT o-m of the 1963 jewish popula tion was Iorcign
horn , Yet rnun- ..ign ificallt i.. the fact that the j ewish population of
Greater Prm 'idenn ,. likl· a lmost e\ery other American j ewish COITUllU

ni tv. i ~ b crom ine i nn('a~ingly third and fourth generation American.
.I fflrrifl.t.:., and Fa t illt )": The ~u rvey documents the positive value
placed hy Jt' \\ ~ on the in-tiunions of marr iage and fam ily. Co mpan-d
to th e gl'ntTal population propornonatelv more Jews were married
and Iewcr were divorced or separated. Moreover. the gn-at ma jor itv
of hoth nu-n and women mar~- at -ornc poi nt in their lifetime. The
..tabilitv of j ewi..h marriage-, i~ evidenced not on ly in the com pa ra
l i\'("l ~ low proportion of divorced and separated person" in the j ewi..h
population hut a l:'o(I ill the low proportion of both J cwish men and
wom en who have been married a '\("coIHI time.

O ver the IOllg run j cw i..h fert i l it ~ paltems han ' changed in the
.....ar ne dirrr-tjon a" han' t ho~l" of the general population: hu t although
the ove-r-all pattern.. have b een similar. the actu al level of J ew i~h

ferti lity ha .. been hdll\\ that of the ~elleral po pulation ..,\ s measured
by the ferti lilYra lio {that i-. the number of child ren under five cr-ars
of age pn I,noo women ae;n ) :!(J·H ) the Ir-rti litv of the j ewi..h Popu
lat ion of (;reatn Providence, ·C·)O, wa,~ only three fourths as ~rcat as
the k rt ility ratio of 6~n cha racterizing the total po pulation Ii\'iug: in
the an'a. T hc 10\\ k \TI of jew i~h fert ility i ~ a key faclor in account ing
for thl' rdat i\(' ~ l;lhi l ity in thc o\T r-all ~izc of Ihe j ewish popu lal ion .
Etlur lltioll. OUII /lillie"" (/Ild l i,trHl1I ', Status: :\ mo ng thc .~ rea le ~t

di fTtTt'nt ia l~ !JI·tWtTIl t til' J n\ i..h and the total populati ons a re dUN' elf
ed ucal ion an d (u n illa tio ll, :\I o~t stri king is the high cd ucalion al
ac hil'\('tllc llt of tht' .I('\\ i..h po pula tion. O n th e average'Jcws had th n 't'
ye'al'" more ..r hoolin.g than did till" total IXJpulation . hut CUrl thi..
d itfcn' nt ial tII<l~b tht, \T r ~ ~ h; l rp difTcrcnrc wit h resprrt to -the pro 
portion who haw had a eolk,l,~T ed ucation; ,10 ptT n 'lll of till" adu lt
J ews had attended , ollt-ge rorn pa n'd ttl only 13 per c('nt of the genn al
popula tioll . Ib ta on current ,'IHolllllellt suggest th at the rat!' of
drop-o ut of j t'wi..h student'< frolll high school is ycn luw ,lIlll t ill'
p rnport ioll ('Ill"olll'll at the lolk .e;e In ; 1i.. \Try high , to' the point th at
almo..t ~ IO pn '1'lIt of ;,11 Jewi..h you th can 1)(' expt'Cl ed 10 aUt'llll

college in the near future.
Jcws also differ from t ilt' general!)(lplllalilJlI with n'~f>l'(t to partici

pat ion in the labor force and ill slll" 'ifk occupational affiliation . For
younger agc ~rollP~ the proportion in thr- labor force is considerably
Ix'iow tha i of the total populat ion be cause of th e much stronger
tendr-nr v of jl'w i~h youth to remain in scho ol longer. On the ot her
hand . at the other end of the ae;t' hieran-hv , the proportion of jew s.
and pa rticularly of J ew i~h males. in the labor force is con..iderablv
hig her than that of the total population. Th i.. - terrr- from the fact that
proportionallv more j l'\\'" are wlt-emplovcd and arc therefore no t
..ubject 10 involuntarv retirement at agl' 6 .'1 . T he labor force partici
pation rail" of j l'wi..h women is below that of the total population.

Despite increased heterogeneitv in the occupational compo-ition
of the j ewish labor force. there is a henvv concent ra tion in whi le
collar occupat ion... with approximatel y !iO per H 'IIt of be th t hr
cmploved men and women so classified. compared til 4 ~ p('fcrnt of the
tota l population. T his. coupled wit h Ihe very high educationa l achieve
ment of the j ew-i"h po pulation. n-pre-a-nts the major n"'pen.. in which
the j ewi..h population differs dt'mo.gr;lphic'l lh from the total popula
l ion of the community. Together. the-e difb-n-nre-, rcOn t the tradi
tiona lly hiah value placed by j ewson education. partly .1." a result of
the Intellectual content of j udai-m and part ly a.. a result of the per
cept ion of education as a mean .. of social rnobilit v In comhinat ion
these facto rs a-coun t for rhe wry high proport ion' of j ews in white
(:ollar ocnlpa lions. :\s infn'asin.g propo rt ions of the g-em'ra l po pula.
t ion fC('ci\'c college l'ducations and as a la rger IX'reentage of the Iahor
force becomes while-mila r, thrS(' di lle rcntia ls hl.,twt·cn the j ('wish and
non-jewi..h groups w i l l llndOllbtrdl ~" diminish,

T he SU r\"CY al"O de,termill('d thl' llumher of jt'\\ i..h wteran" in the
population. The rr sllits shuw a \('fy do~(' ~i lll i brity in \·('tera ns' slatu~

between j ews a nd thc tola l populat ioll, :\ mone; mal(,,, 20 yea rs old
an d o\"er in th e tolal populat ion, 'I~l per (Tnt a n' \Ttcrans : anlOl1~

j ewish males. 45 per cellI a n' H'tl'r<lllS.
J [i;;ralioll /'atta lls: III the pa~t a major fanor in Ihe ,growth of the
j ewish populat ion of Gn'aler I' rm'idl' lJ((' had been thl' large inOux of
pl"r~olls frolll ahroad an d 10 a I"s"! 'f I'xtellt from other parts of the
United Sl at f"S, :\Iorco\'('r the d l<lll.gine; pa ttern of po pula tion distri
hut ion with in Greater Providt' l\t"l , ha.. f('''ult ed from Ihe 1l1O\Tlllent of
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people from the older to the Jl('\HT areas of settlement. !\'ot only is
83 pn r-ent of the current J n vish populati on American horn, hut a
large majority wert: actually hom in Rhode Island , In addition a
con siderable proportion of those who were born elsewhe re ha s been
resident herr- for at least 25 years . Wi thi n the area, Jews. like the total
popula t ion. have a strong tendency to 1)(' residentiall y mobile. Fewe r
than one in fi ve persons areliving in the same house now as in 1940.
T his is particularly true in the suburbs, O ver ha lf of the j ewish
pop ula t ion residing in the suburban commu nities ha s moved there
sinn ' I95 .'1, whereas well below ten per cent of the population li\'ing in
the two oldest sections of sett lement in Providen ce has moved int o
these areas as reo-ntlv as I95.rl,

1llF.;":T1FICATlO:S: A S JF.W S

Attention thus far has ber-n focmed Oil the demographic character
istics of the population . This rcvjr w has shown that in many respect s
the J ewish popu lat ion of Greate r Providence closely resembles the
tota l popula t ion . hu t that in certain ca teg:or ies there are st ill relativelv
sha rp demographic differences. Yet as the Jewish populati on becomes
mo re full y integra ted into the lar ger com mun ity and as the larger
comm unity itself runtinucs to undergo change ( includ ing r ising
InTIs of education. increasing proportion s of workers in white-collar
jobs. and grea ter control of fcrtilit v}, it is likely that the demographic
distinct ilJllsbetween the J ewish and the tota l population will dim inish
furt her. As a step in the dire ction of measuring the degn-e of social
integra tion informat ion was collected on a varierv of beh avioral
fac tors associated with the practice of J uda ism and participat ion in
the organ ized life of the J ew ish communi ty,
Reli,t;iolls l den ufi cat ion: Ninet y-five per cent of the Jewish popula
tion identified themselves with one of the three hranr ht-s of J ud aism -c
O rthodox. ( Ionscrva tive , or Reform , T he majority of the popu lation
is Conservarivr-. approximutelv one q uarter is classified as Reform .
and onlv 16 pC'[ cent is Orthodox. A number of studies has show n a
risin.!!; In TI of affiliation for various religiou s den om inat ions th rou gh
out the Un ited Sta tes, Consisten t with th r-«: findin gs the j cwish
rornmuni rv is charac terized by a high In TI of affiliati on. with OHr
th ree fourths of the po pula tion reponi ng nu-mhcrship in a synagogue
or temple . Yet the dat a sugg:est that membership does not stem ncccs
var-ilv from an inr rea -ed t-our-e-m with religious pr act ice. O nly a sma ll

minorit y of th e ad ult populat ion reported auen dancc at synagogue
services wit h an y degrcc of regu larity, Rather. synagogue or temple
membership for many persons seems to represent th e mechan ism by
which the indiv idu al identifies himself as Jewish in the la rger romm u
nitv. For man y. too. it sterns from th e desire to provide their children
with a Jewish education . Three fourths of all children bcrwcen f a nd
14 year" of age are r-urrr-ntlv enrolled in a program of Jewish studies .
Organixationoi . J/lilia!lOn: Ident ifica tion with the j ewish commu
nit y also evidenc-ed itself through a high proportion of per"ons report 
in)!; membership in one or more J ewish organization s ; in fact, al most
two thirds of the total population and at least three q uarters uf the
adult popu lati on reported hayin g one or more membershi ps in J ewish
groups. T he older the person . the larger was the number of groups
with whic h he was affiliated . T he level of part icipation by j ews in
non -Jew ish organization s is In-low that of pa rt icipation in Jew ish
grou ps. However, the data point to a genera l narrowing of diff eren 
tia ls am ong the younger segnH'nts of the populat ion and suggest that
in tim e th e different pattern s of participation in Jewish and non
Jewish organizations will great ly d iminish .
Intermarriage: Unt il recentl y studies of iutcrmarriapc in th e United
States han> shown that the J ewish grou ps have been rcrnarkabl ,
successful. compa red to other groups. in maintaining" religious
endogamy. Yet several recent studies suggcst th at the rate of inte r
marria ge may be high er than ha s g{'nnall ~ bee n assumed.' In cont ras t
to thecr- the data (or Gre ater I' rm'irk llce point to a relativelv low rate
of intermarriage : just under five pn cen t of the units in which the
head of the household was married represented mixed m arr iages, O f
these the la rgest number hy far involved a J ewish husband and a wife
who was hom no n-J ewish. Among the married couples almost four
out of ('\Try u-n of th e 110 11-J ewish spo uses had converted to J udaism .

The data hy age suggest that the rate of inn-rrnarriajn- tends to lw
h igher among the youngest / KTSOI\S. hut th at the proportion of no n
Jewish partners who a rc conv eru-d to J udaism is abo higher a mong
the youngn grou ps, Similarly till' rate of interrnarringt- inr-rrns r-, as
one 1ll0\TS from the Iorcijm-bom to the second ami thi rd gcn era t io!l
America ns. bu t the ra te of ronvt-rsiun uf the non- j ewish spo use to

'ief. E ric RUM'n th" l , " StLl di~, o f j <"", ;, h I nt t"T llIa rri " !l: p in the l.' n it..d Statp<'
Am n io Hl j n J."i.<h rearbo"k, / 963 (I'.,.", Yo rk : Ameri ca n j <, ,,,i_h C:omr"it1<'t'.
1%:Jl'I'I'.:i_:l:I.
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Judaism IS also hig-hn a1l\011 ,l{ the third g-elleralion than amon g- the
forei,gn. horIl. Finall y, the data indicating the religious fa ith in which
chi ld~en of m ixed marriage, wert' being ra ised suggest that in a
majority of C l SC"- the children \\Tre being- raised as Jews, The com
parativclv low rat es of intermarriage for Providence probably reflect
the rcla tivr-lv strong and long established j ewish commun allife which
character izes the area .

CO:":C LLTSIO "

T he Providence j ewish rnm mun itv has undergone several stages in
its dc vclop nu-nt . From 1840 to 1880 the basis for the comm unity was
establ ished and the first institution s were formed. T he next four
decades - 1BHO to I ~)2() - were years of enormous growth and
change. These y, ars of heavv Eastern European im mig ration left
their greatest mark on the struc ture and character of the communit y.
T hen began a period of conso lidation an d maturation, as th e imm i
grants and their olfsp ring- hu ilt Up011 and molded the ea rlier st ruct ure
to meet their cha ng ing nn :ds,

By mid-twentieth century the Providence j ewish community
seemed quite sta ble. Yet, althou gh it had changed little in size, there
were signifi cant ch an ges tak ing pla ce in both the demogra phi c st ruc
ture and the beha viora l pattern s, The J ewish commun ity is entering
a new stage in its devel opment as jews become more dispersed among
the Iarg-er popula tion and as the y become increasingly th ird and
fourt h gentTation American s. III man y respects j ews arc becoming
inncasingly like the general population , and man y of the differential
that arc now evid ent will greatly diminish ill the future. At th e samr
tim, th e J ews of Provid en ce maintain strong- t ies with in their own
religious r01111l1Un ity, These pattcrn ~ hoth of change and of persistenc e
must he vk ......ed within t h (~ broader nmtext of the American social
st ructure, Religion h a s beconH' the sociall y acceptable wa y of pnp('
tr a ting grou p d ilfercn ces; un ity in th, ' U nited Slates tod ay is a unit~

in multiplicity. but alon g a religious d imension . Rt'nlgnitioll of reli
.c:ioll has becOllle a hasis for sd f-ident ifira tion, and to lx'iong to a
religious ,group is to beton.1.!; withi n Amer ican society.7 The analysis
suggesh tha t a lIew ' Yl)(' of j ew is den'loping. one who fecls equ a lly
n lmforta ble in be ing hoth a j C\\ and a ll .\ IlH' ric<l n.

Th e Proculence j flJJl sh Community [April BOOK REV IEW
'l' h omus Smith IF (-h h . Freem.uon, ,\fuJid dll. Elllrel'r('1/('lIr, 01' He rber t T .

Leyla nd . Dayton. O hio. Orrerhein Press. 196 " H , ·16 , p -

Wit h hOlh th ... hic"n l,'nnial OJf th ... hirth ,mu Ihe wsquicent,>nnial of th...
dcmise nf Thomav ~Illith W,·hh nr-ar at ham!' a hingr"phy of this distinguished
genlll"ltlall -"fr... ..nla~ou - mesician - entreprl"ueur," - is ""I)<xially rinu-!v .
T he "nrk o f l1nl J<' rl T . Levl.md, disringuishr-d ~I a ~on , lawyer, and his torian,
published untln the sponsorehip "f T Ilt' Cha pu-r of Rescnrr-h of the Grand
C hapter, R" p l Arch ~bS"llS, of O h i" , i, !nOllnllWtlIaL O np is soon aware of
th r- vasl amount of u'spanh involved an d i~ imprr-ssr-d wilh the paimtakin,l!
"'Tu r'Ky of detail. EXll' lh i\'" footnote atthe '>ud of ":1,-h , [m pte-r document all
st" t"IlJ<,' utS of fai-t. In br r-,,,hh of dimension :llltl att r-ntion to dr-t.ril lilt' studv
i, without equal. '

It W ;1S the author's avown! intent to pay all r-ntion to \ \, r-bh 111" man, By
aucruptine ro portray all phasl'sof his lif.. ·, 111I' author enu-rtains "Ihe hope rhat
ti l<' rende-r may find dll'Cl'hy Ih" mU1I ,-Ill! was nanu-d Thomas Smith \\'e bh: '
1Jow adm iruhlv hr- has 'w......cdr-cl (';1ll h.. di s(,o\' l'r rd onlv by reading the book
at fir sth and.

Th e biugraphy is a rb-liur-:,li"n of t he chronologir-al sr'1Ill'Il<T " f t he "V"Il1~ in
\\'d lh 's lif,'. O ne of th r- intl'rl'.Sli ng as pects of the ho "k is Ihat the rcadr-r is
oriented to oat-h new community 10 whic h \ \' ebb got·s' In its acographv an d to

th... busine ss. ser-ial, and pol it ical life as it existe d a t the time.
Horn in BOStOll and name-d for h is grrat un cl e, a Congregat ional minister.

\\','bb attended Boston La tin School. IIr WaS graduated ar fourtee n and served
an ap prenti ceshi p as a bookbinder under his father.

The biou raph i.. th read of \\' f'hh 's businr-ss ar-tivitics tnkr-s on,' firs t 10 Keen e.
;'\ .." Ham pshire, and then bac-k I" Boston - in two Ialv- starts. lie the n went
to Hartford and en joyed brief sucress. ~I <l\'in g 10 Alhanv, he forme d a partner
shi p in wallpaper ma nu factu ring and r- xpcrk-nred six y"ars "f sue ....·". advancing
fm rn an a rtis an of lin I,' means tn a businessman of mu rk,t financial resources.
In 1;99 carne the decision 10 "'Hie in P rovidence. H er e \V,.],b had fif teen vears
" f intcn« uctivitv and substantial huviru-vs SUlT"SS in Ih,' op..r<ltiOIl o f a ho"k.
ston' , ;l wallpaper manufactcrv. :1 cotton mill. und a tlr .. in 'ur''' ..-e com pan\',
With rctirenu-nt at for ty a possibility. he mark thO' ill ·fa lr-d d,' , i, i" 11 10 own am!
opnal" ,I muon mill in "'alp" I..'.

Th.. IInfor " """ n im p;H't "I Ill<' l ifting of Ih,' ..tll har~" of IS!); an d 111,· d um p ing
"f En gl ish stm kp ik , al pri"," h,·I" w ;\m n ic-an ro'ts of luan"bctur.., T!'''lh''d
in t he shu{- drJl\ Il of II", llIill h", 'a,,,e of Ihe la r k of order~ an d prr e ipila red
\\·..hh' s drri ~ i on 10 s..uk in O hi" ,md engag.. in activit irs of the " 'm lhingl on
~la ll ufan u riug C om pam with m'H"hinrry moved fWIll W alpo l('. Dink ll l ti ~, in
' ell in g propeTl i!'s in Pnw idenr r . W alpole, and Bnstnn iutt"llsilied thr anltl'
ll('t'U for r('a d ily tlsahk a<wts. f ina lly till' d..va ' ial illg blow ca m,' w it h Ih,'
lin,lll,ial pan ie of 1818-l819. T he \ \ 'on hillgw il COlllp,,"y \\O' llt imn d..rl1ne
an d [Jo tt'm ia l ,'vll a pse "ilh \\'t'hh as itSl!t"lwral ag,·nt, Th i ~. togrt], ... r with OHm

acti"n by tTedilllrs ill B" ston :"Ill shnifT sa],. , in \\';d po k , pw,-idnl "mpk
"'HI"" for hy pnt n"illll. "hidr HI",liral St-i,·n...· ,." uld not d"t,,('( ( lll'W!! k"

:,~ l
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1""11 ;lml r..,,,hrd in Wt'!,h' , uruin1l'1~ d.-,uh ill Ckwland 011 hi, t rlp In uk,' Ul'
...vidr-nc .. in Ohio_ The r..ad..-r canner fail 10 ... n... t h .. t,a1lwd, of Ih.. all tidim:tx
"f .• hichh ,,,'Tr,,fulIJll,in"" ,-.oro',·r .tIId I" wonder what miuht h,I\-.·I ..·..n h.•d
\\'dK) rt·main.-d in Rhod e I-lund.

T h.- hi"v:raphie thread of \\'ehh\ ,,,mrnllfliu adi,ili r-, becan ,.' " slentb-r
'u.lIld in I l.u lf" rd : chur, h "IU·",1.1I1l ". ,"lllfllUlli" dan. rs. and ....rvin· in II,..
Tllililb. III _\lham othe-r 'trand, ""n' ,,,I.kd: " 1)clling- a rirrnlalim: librarv "I
hi, I.... ,k,wrt"; di~relor and ,-in·. pr"id,·m "f lh,' \lh;m~ :\1.., hanir-e S", i..tv.
"ni•.tII, d c:,irillC: 10 ;I«i., meml... r' in lill.m, i,.l di.ue,,_ In l'rovid..nre rh ..
Ilm '"d "ll.,i lwd iISc:n-alr-st diann-te-r uv \,""hb eutc-ndIarar-lv illl" • i\'i,' affnirs.
Ii.. w,.. a "".",1 ..., of Ih.. Rhod.. l vland :\l iliti" becoming li.·'ll ..n" nl eolon.-l
'''nUrI'Il11!;lI1t :!nd Rec.: repeatedlv "·l,·,,t,·u w "h"o1 ..."'\!ni tt,... : m..mbe- r of
'11.,.. l"in' ( :om p;,ny; member o f lh,' ,-h, ,ir " f Ih,' Eir-t ( ;" nc r(·!:.,l i" rl:ll Ch unh,
b l"r H,m. k rring' mcurlx- rchip to St. j " hn\ El'i.... 'pal eh"n h; p" rt oWlw r and
d ',,-nor of II,,' Prov idenr r- Lihra rv ( :" II1 ]),m\ : " 'H'r,,1 y...a n " " Ill<' r-mnrnitt r-,·
f" r II\!" l ' lIk p"llCk n, r- Ih y Cr-k-hr.uion ; " orking fir st with llt-witt "lid 111<' 11
'I'illt Shall. prnf r-" i"n;[1 1Il1l,it-LIIl' . ill prnm"tillg curmnunitv int"r<'st ,111<1
lldl'li"; p"t i", \ in 11I""i,,; charter n1l'mlll" r 'lJld first pn-sidout "f till' I' s;o ll" nLnr
S"'-; '· Iy. ,k <li""ud ro prnrnnl e kn.." kdg" and practicc of sacred mu-dr, :\l od ng
I" lI"'t" n in IRl -l . Wehh' ~ ar ll\' il i,'< \\,, 1'(' ,-" n.-cnt rat ed in tll ll , ir membr-r o f
lit.. n" , tnn I'h il1", rlllon i,- S.... i.·ty; """,·i" I,·<1 "ilh Bran k Stre,-t Church C ho ir
and ,Ill' ";" " 0 1](1 R 'p, i. t Church Sinl:ing S,,,'i,>,,; pro m"te r, "r£;ml,,·r••md lir.'
pr..,i, kut "f II,.. 1" 111,1<-1 ;lIld I I"n ln S,,,'i,'" and lat ... I...nuning it, ..,lI,. llII'lnr
"11.1 \,,,.rli'l in ,,'wr;.1 brc.. ;1\111 hil:hl\ ;W,-l:tillWd conc"rI'. Wilh "nil hrid
r... ill('n, '· i.. ( :nlumbu' ..ml W" n hine l" n, Wt"hb ha d lint.. "pP',rlulll" 10
"ng;oc<' in ,'i\-i, "Ilai r'. T h(' rr;llkr" ill I.... imp"",,,-d by I h~ ('xt..n! "f parli.-ipa.
li"ll ,ul.1 (Illality of Iradl:'r,hip "hi, h ,," ..hh 2',,\r 10 communily alT.•ir. T hr
c"ld"n ,traml in Ihe hiO!! raphic Ihr...,,1 "ill 110- id"ntill..d a' music. 1"'2'"n in
1I,,<t"n;I';o hn\ lakin\! !r-,-on' frum \\'i1Ii.u lI nil1i"c.•. Iht" .\I1,..ri,';[n ,'''ml''''''r;
'''llIimwd il) l'"n-id"lll'e ill ",,, .. L.ti"ll "ilh Sha" ,I< "ll.·.tnll" ,h,' ,,,\',,,.
Ii...., "f lhi, I.... ,k. ,,,,,1 ...,,1,,,1 in Iriumph "m,,"c: Ihr rlitt" in hi< n.lli\-.. dl\·.

T Ilt" hi"gr""hi,. Ihr'-;Id .,f \ \-,·1.1,"< :\L""nk a.-li\,i,i("<; Ix-\!an in K....n.-, :'\,.\.
1I.1tl11"hi,... al "I!r of n in"I ..('n "h..n m... "'.1 ""'I1\I"'r "f R i. in1Z Sun I""Ie.. ,",,1
'''"1ill'W(llIIUil rhf' d a\ ' n f hi. , I,·" tlt "Iwn h,' was "'rYilll! ;" !),' p"t\ C;r'lIld
:\I." ' n "f Ih,' ( ; r,' nd E' ,....m pnl('nl .. f Knic: h" T em plar ..f tI ... t ' lIll<"lI SI;o"".

\ 1I 1" " II.:h il ,,;1< C;ll'ilUbr :\I.•,,'nl\ Ih.•1 ' I">ll-" red 1.C\];,ml in I,i. " ''' 'ar< 'h
"nd 1'"I>li""ti"n. ,h" "lIthor "", rn"ti",lI'-<! I<) ir... lurk " II " n"" "f \\'..1,1,' .
:\Ia,olll' ." ril'ili,·,. T hi, 11(" II"" , ,, i,h n ·II I.I1' L, h k fine"". 1,..1b nd ell"" "r l"Lm
d,d "tt,'nlion ,,, tilt' "L,,,;,, puhli'-a lion. Th,' "'''·('''' 'II'''' JJ l"" il,, ' . or"I1""rll'
li"'I' ,,/ ,I!mollrl, lir, ' ;' PI"'"r iIlC in 1; '17 ,, 11<' 11 \\' ,·hh '"'' only 1"'·lI t, ,·.is and
rlllllli nc i f)!, ' "'\ "11 ,'d iti" " , prior 10 hi, d""th. ( :' " ll" llls of 11ll" fil .t ,.diti" ll ;lIld
lI... im pI'<I\T "" 'lIl' ill ,·.."h ' '' ''''''''dinc Nliri"l1 ;trl' g;\'l'l1 ill ,kL,iL

T I....icn itiellllT of Ih,· imp"... 01 T il" ,\1,,,,it,,, "1M'" tI". d"ITlollm"!ll "f
I·l '·" ,n." " llr\' ami ,Il!" 'pulil\' "f iI' rit ,,;, I;. ri,' "."k i, ill, li,·"I...l \\',·1,1, \'." a
pnl,', , ioni.r " ho '.m tIll" d .lIIc'·r' of iIH p" irm,'ll! ll\ "onl, ,f 1110,,1 h Ir'lIl '1l\i"Ion

{nun 1Z"lwralion to g'·lwI .•tion. 11 ,- preferred tn 'r"n,l... I" ",iling 10 IflStlrr
qualitv and "XO'dkrH" :\1.1Il\ .. f the pr,)\n•. k, Inn',. I,~ mil', and ehan:'"
found in :\las.-.n i,' riru..1 1I>\::(',h... with ....n-m..lli.·. f"r Ihr- n>n-enalinn "f a
I,,<lcr. the d..di, .•nou ..r :\I.",,"i, 11•• 11, and th.. :\1.''''lIi, Imlt"r,,1 ,;(',,'i,e ",-r,'
written or refined .<flU '''''>nkd hy him.

\\',-hb-s 'ul"'ri"t 1"'111 for "'!:,.miz"linn is dr-scribed : Ihr I.,killc "f IllI" S...,ni,h.
Ih.· Engli. h.•llld th.· h i. h ",.,'Uft'. of r rITma" ,nr ~ ill "'lTl~ .\ rm'r i, a an d fu,iug
11" ' 1ll .... i'h .:In ,\'uni".ni".d \T..ion of th.. F.ntt!i' h crall d.·lI:,,·... to foml Ih,'
'~"("m now d,-.ic"",,·,1 a' Ih,' Yor k R ilr . " hid) imlud.., Ill<' deg reee o f t he
Chapter and 01 ,10.. ( :"'llm '" rtln~ .

Th i ~ dono:'. W.'hh fo r I" 11,.. need of central ("(>lit ",I,,, 1'''''' ' rH' uniformity .
Levlaud de"rih... ho" I I''''...·.·d,·d 10 deve-lop (: r;lIul C:h;opt<·f' and G rand
L'omrnanderic-, within 'Wt,·,. an d f, 'r still broa d..r "',mmuni, .uiou. a General
(; r,md Ch"l'k t and ;1 C:raud Emampmcut . \\",' hh·. 'Il>ilit~, ,,, w" rk ;lIni,lbh
with oll,.. Ts. hi. ,cr,.;u IWr,, \;lsi\,e p'l\\n, and hi, s"n ,>,. ill n"" ",,'i lillg dilln·
"Iln'. a n- no ,I!"!L

\\'ehh\ ,.Xl..-II';\"· t r.rvr-l-, in II", iuu-n-sts (lr F rn nM" 'nr ' ;I1T rcordcd with
ur r-at L UI', T h,' I''''al r.."d... will find much illln" <! ill tlll' .,,"''' '' " 1 "f \\'ebb"
muhi ple .\ Ia " mi,- allil i'llioll' and ;..-l i,il i,·, in R h,,<I.. 1, I.", d and will di scover
th t: a pp r" pri;ll " 'W" "f m..mor i al i , i lll~ th e name of Th" Ill." ~rnith \ \".·hh in (1m'
"f our L"de-'" and nn,' " f mrr C"m rna mk rio:" .

Leela nd p",\-i. ,,"s t h.. ,k l"il, "f W..hh·s sudden ,kalh in ( :I"" '];mu and of hi .
burial , I",re. I I.- d,·,,-,il ..., h,,,, \ \",·hb w,,, thn-.. lin .... h"ri,·t1: ,ir.t hI:' ",,,.
illlrrr..d in ( :1" \-"(;11,,1. Ih(,!l " ft"" ,"m1lh, 1<\1.., hi, 1..,,1\ "." hr" ught 10
I' ro\ ,drll'" I" :\1..",t1k fri"nd, ;tlltl plan'd in a vauh in lilt' \\-("' 1 BUr\ in!-:
( ;ro ulld _SeH'ral ,t'"", (;,t..r Ihe ,i" \"\I-"Ied Ih is (('IIl ..t.." .lIId pro \'id" d a 1,,1
UII Ih.· hr"" "f" hill in th,' X"rlh HII" inc Gro und . wh ..... Ill"\' h.. ,,'('II ,. marblr
,,1)("li.k ari.inc: frmn ;.n lltl(kr~r"""d \-aul,. tht' ...ork of th(' ,,·..hb :\f"n u m..1It

.\" ......,iation.
It i. filline th;.1 )... \I"nd _h"uld ,·mllnn.ltt" in Ih.. "'_ I ""·... im) of lhe final

,h" pto·, "',m.· "f Ih(' pt'r",nal char... ",ri'li", of T hnllla' Srnith \" ehh thr man.
rrrt"ma"'n~ .h"ulll 1)(" ..H·r !l:raterul w I ln ht'1I T 1...\I;md fur Ihi, m"'1
,-ompT,·h,'n.iH· bi" cr<lph\' of ",ll' of it. ruo,t ill",,,i,,u' mrrnl..·,,_

11.\1< '" t, W , Ih,ow sl s t<

\ 'i( t" -pr",id"nl "1Ilt'r it,,,
l ' l1 i\'n , i,y "f R hO{k " l.lIrtl



1q(-jG] T he J./4th A nnual M eeting

T HE RHODE ISL\KD IIISTOR IC\L SOC IET Y

Om: H und red lind Forty-Fourth AII/1U 1l1J [ ((' l m ,!;

TI ll' Dil l' Hundre-d and Fort y-Four th Ann ua l ~kl' t i ng of The Rhode
l sland Hi stori ..al So(ic,ty was held Sunday. J;lI1uary [6, 19fio. at 2::10 p.m.
at the Society's librarv, 121 1I0p(' SUTt'l. Provid ence. R hode b la nd .

Pn-sideru J{CU[WII C. Ba tes. .\1.D., called thr- IlWr·tillg" to order, and
tlu- S,'(Tctary n-nd thl' fa ll of thr- meeting and dr-rlan-d ,I quorum flITsl'rl(.

T Ill" minun-, of the last annual lIleeting were approved.
Xathanicl ~l. \'lN ~ , j r., t reasur er. road his report, which is printed ill

this issue,
' Va Iter B.. M artin . chairman of thr- M ember ship Commitu-c.

a nnounced a net gain of 17.;. Illl' rlllwrs d ur iJlg thr- pa,t ~Tar. On Decem 
bel' 31,196;;, nu-mlu-rshi p stood at a new h igh of 2;H2. As the members
stood in respect, ~ [ r. M artin n-ad the m-rrologv. ~ 1c1l11 11' rs o f the SOI'ie ty
\\ ho d ied d uring thr- pre-vious year wert':

O. G riswo ld Boyn ton, chairma n, reported for the Lccr un- Com mittee
that a program of six lectures ha d ber-n a rranged for the 19fi:l-fifi seaso n .

For till' Pu blic-ations C om mitt ee, H cn rv B, Cross, chairman, reporte-d
that T il" .10111I Bron-n H ouse Loa n. Exhibit ioll uf R hode l sland Furni
/u/('. , . was t iu- most importa nt pu blication of the year. Fou r issues of
R ho de l -Jand llil/ory and eight numbers of tlu- Prr sidrnt's Lrt trr WI'f('

also puhlishr-d.
!\orr is G . Abbott , Jr. , chairman of IIl1' Conuniuo- on Grou ndv and

Build ings. told of the completion of the Sh akespeare Roo m in th r- haSl'
uu-nt of J ohn Bro wn House and the plans for d r-rornting a room 011 the
third floor as a memorial to Zach a riah Alh-n. made possi ble hv thr
w'nerosity of the M anufacturers M ut ua l Fin ' l usurancc Com pa ny
Mr. Abbou expressed the Soc iety's gratitude to till" Pr-imr-ose Ga rden
Cl ub for its landscaping an d plan ting" of the courtyard ~ardr·n.

Fo r the ~ IIlSl'IHtl Conuuitn-c, Robert S. Allingh.uu. rhairrnan. reported
OIt till' wo rk heing dOTH" in J ohn Brown H ouse. and li-n-d thr-lIlany in-nis
gin'l1 d uring ti ll' vr-ar.

T he librarian. C la rkson A. CollillS, 'Ird. reported that at last tilt '
Socidy has the library spar!' it has so long needed. Il l' listed a number of
thr- outstanding gi fts and pu rchases of th r' year.

Clifford r . M onahon. in his report as din-rror. e-mphasized the sn-adv
growth of the Societ y O\Tr thr- vc-arsa nd .'''presscd the hope that the next
achievement nright be provision of a lt-ctun- hall. I [ I ' expressed h is appre
riation of till' fine work done by ~ [ r, J oseph K. O tt a nd his conuniucc in
arranging the J ohn Brown H ous e Loan Exh ibition, and of till' nr-c-om
plishm-nt- of the ounmittcc hr-adr-d by J oh n Nicholas Brown t-utrustr-d

with l"(·ft lrbishillg J ohn Bro\\ n Hou«-.
T he nn-sidcnt. l rr. Han-s. spokc of the fine volunu-or efforts of nrany

nn-mbr-rs and e-xpn-s-a-d his appn-r-i.ition of tlu- work of the r-onunittc-cs
and rlu- stafT.

T he l"('port of the !\ottlirrat ing C Olllrllill t'1' for officers for tht' "nsuing'
year was tlll'rr sulmrittl'd hy :\1. R illldol ph Flat her, chairman.

T hefe 11l'iJl~ no ot lll'r nornina tiolls arrd ujJOJl lllotion dulv Jrrad.' and
sl'!."orrdr·d. the llorliinatioJls wrTr' do"cd and the secretary was illstnu·ted

M r. .-\ lhn l E. Thornlq
M r. W ill iam C. Toun'\
Howard K. Turnn, ~{,D.

M r•. :\shbd T. Wall
~tr . Fr~d ~ r ir k B. W ilcox
Miss Vna Willi.
M r•. Richard A. Young

M r. Wilbur L. Rio
Prof. Chal'ks Alexander

Rohinson , Jr .
~fr . Clifford xr. Slinkard
~1is s H op.. Smith
M rs. Rrad fo rd F. Swan
~l rs . Frank H. T hayn

:\-f i« Anna L. n '·'m i.
:\-f r . Wa lt er F . Fa rrd l
Miss Elea no r Gifford
M r. R;llp h I.. Griffrth
:\- Irs. :\- [i lt o n W . l [a mo lsk!
M r. Henr y C. lI a r t
Pro f. j anws B. Il t'Ulj: l"S
M i" .\gnes :\-1. lI err t'sho A'
M r. J ohn F. H iggins
Mrs. J ohl1 S. 1I01b",o k
:\-[ 1'. ..\ lbn t W. ll " wMd
Mr. E. H arr is H o wa rd , Jr.
:\-Irs. Donald E. J ac kson
:\-11'. Ho wa rd K nigh t
:\-1 , •. Websll' r K n igh t II
M rs. Gcor!\c H. Lumb
:\-1 " . W illiam R. ~ l acColl

:\- I r . Paul II . :\- I r lcal f
M r. Ro we B ~1 (" l c a lf

:\-f i" M a r)' H . I';lr ~on s

~l r . Raymond S. P,.n,a
:\-I r . Ea rk P. P(']'kin,
W ilf,, 'u P irk l..s, :\- lD.
Edgar S. 1'0 \1 (']' , :\- I.D
!lfrs. f n·d...- ic B. R""d

Prof. C. Ra ymond Adams
:\ol r. Francis O. AUr n
Mrs. Colt Antho ny
:\o1r. Robert R. Arzouyan
Gem'ral H a rold R . Ba rke r
~l r.•. Fra nc is E. fla t r .
~Ir . W . Chr.trr flea I'd
:\-Ir , Ra lp h D . Aerr r
~1r5 . Cornelia :\-[r tca lf Hon le,.o "
~l r•. Ed wa rd C . Ao we n
M r. Ha rold (; Br...ul
~lr. P,' trr W. Bro" wt'l s
:\-11' . W"l ter S. Bu,.kl in
:\- I rs. R llth :\. Budlong
M r<. William P, Buffum
:\-lr•. J oh n P. Cady
M r. B u" h .-\. Camrr"ll
M r. K ip L C hact'
.\fr. l\"athanid 11. Chaw
~t is< Bn tha W C lark

~Ir. ( ;"01'."":-" Cook
~ I r . Ra \ ll1o nd .v. C r t'r ga n
lI o nora hlr Pa t r ir k P. Curran
:\-Ir•. H op" ( ; Curti.
:\-Ir.l:. Coburn D a rl ing
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~74.H 2 . 1U1

~f><j . I : \ f> .1 2

$ 5.606,46

~1 :l .1:'6,OO

H.08<l,'i7
274.8"

2 1,000.00
2.000.00

105.00
2.')000
81 1.00
8'13.30

I,<I6:~.12

$2Q,9H.OO

Q4422
li70 ,46

1.788,69
'167.78
649.66

2.7Q7.H
8Q3.90
632. +9

6.172.7 1
2.278. 14
2Y~2 67

!.92:?JI
1,248.57
1.006. :~5

a.eoo.oo
2,<lJti.30
.i.Uln.nll
U:.!O.70

~ 1 1 , :1 " 7 . 5 -t

8 1,0'l2 ..'ili
- - - - b<l,t>95. 02

s72.'i.Il'1.'1.'11
.',h,O.'i7,2·1

( ;n wr.d E"d"wlI "'u t,
s l',·,-i,oI li M" 1I" ' I",",h

[Jp,-,.•l i,, \( S'u l'l", (Ik h,';')
1''' '''1 111'' ''1 .\,·,·oun! Su rp lu'

B.\ L.\:--;Ct: S IIt: t;T
1.i" bi/ititJ . R , u " ·, J. ,ud Sprc i,,{ Fu " dJ

juh" Hrow n 110 " '" Fum l , . ~ 8. 142.50
j n" " lh" n ChM" Fund 2-t,781. !lti
Lik !-l ,·" ,h....hip R,-o"n ',' 2.'1)0. 00
R ' ~' l k , ' , ~ lnll"rial R~ .. ' rvr :li:I. I' j
1· " loli".Hio" Fund R,', rrvr 2 ,.'iI H .2-\
Lil>! " q fI'H,k Fund R"" 'r\" - '1:1 2. 10
f..!u akn .\LH... i" l I'urd " Rr " .'iOn.87
II i, !, .... L11 ' ·!i,11 I'u' rh . R...",,," :Ull
C "' ll'r,11 l' uII " ' '' ' R,·"" ••,,· 1:1,hOO.On
11 1<110( . & 11,-.· Fund 11"1" ,,...· 17,2.'i1 .5-t

~ 11,70:1.2"
:I2 .'1 2 ~. -t h

61iO, IfiD.5"
[82,880.50

6,222 . ~jO

."18.7 45.84

J" CIH,,,
D"n
1Il\'I",Ulll"nr. ( ' WI)

j ..hn Brown 1-I00" r f und
Sratr- of R hod .. "bnd
Cil~ of Pro\ id..n< ..

( :Ontr ;h" lion• .
PaniOlic Soci ..ti ...
L ihr a.. Sa lf"l;
OUhitl, · Scn.'i cl"o
!-l iM"d la nro " .

f:,' I'"u tJ
Salar il"s
S,>eial Sl"r"r;t\ T a" l"l
U irrn or . D i•.-rr liu nal) Fund
Suppli...
T ..I..phon..
!-Ir m hl"r. h ip
I.ihran-
:\ l u...u01 .
Lrrlu.... .
Puuli.-a t io ns
11""1, Lill:h l, Hou... l,·rp;nll: .
C roundv .
B" ild in !l" .
In. ura nc..
G roup I nsuran.·.. a nd 81".· C r....
Spt'l"ia l Insu ranC<'
!-l i«"r lla n.." us .
\I i, rn rilm Exp"n",'
Hope Sln'cl Huildi llt:

{ :a , h .
SIJt'cial Fund,
I ,,,,..,tn,,·n h
Fi~ ..d .\ "r ','
Olh... .\"'- IS
BId'!' .& D",·. FUlld

I'rnitl, '1/

r ia l"oidnrtJ

"urian'

auiJI'1'I1 u r" lall"

/r.'awr",

auiJlurlt InalU1f r

J ohn I I. Drury, rhair "l!i"
l. .\fn rri" Cochran
Roher! fI C off

Xurri< G ..\ hhnu . J r.• rhair man
j..m"" D. Grah.un
),Ir,. J ohn .v. (;."nnr
Lloyd W . K" n!
Kenneth B. Shrrm"l1

Ba yard [ " illg. rhai'marl
Focn-r n Ih vi". Jr
\1 ;<1 "10'1 t'. \lr ll ;llf
J ohn S im rllr n
Will iam W . Whi!!'

Robert S..\ llin!l" ham, rhai,marl
H ua h J.Gc ur b-c• .Id
\Ir~ . Cliffo rd 1'. \l .-.nah .-. n
j. K evin ox-mOn
\Jr , . K('lllwl h Sh.l" S.lf.·

.- \\'I 'IT

Bradford F. SW'In, (hQin'lall

Th"'lI;I\ R..\d;rm_
I I. ( ;l..nn firm. n
\l r. .. \ x..1.\. L'hricre-n-en
Ri. h"rd S. Xun

\,'ah t- r R. ~I;m i ll . chQi"na"
Ruhn t n ..\mh"IIY
l>..nald S, C h.,.. ·
Chari.., t:. Corn' ,
~ I r' . C.lrr..ll :l. 1 S ilw r
~ I r'. IIn J.r rt r, T ud " "f

11,'nry B. ( :ro" . chairman
FCIII, -j.. ll. ( :h'l(" <', .\ I l l,
R"I".n I I. (; "nr" ,
Hou ght on 1'. \ 1,'!< ,lIf. J r.
1',,,11 C , \ ' i, 11'.1",", Jr.

n ,( ;ri ,,, ul.III.,,,ll ull . (hai''''IJII
;"Ir., IIn" ,- \1. lI iu..r""
:'I1r. , IIn h<'Tt :'\ C"urh
:-'(;,rl.:S. lIoll l1h
Rnerr W. Sha rlluk

Reuhm C. Ibl '-' . ~'-D .

Sru"n C. SIll'Tm.U1. lk-njamin L ( ;," ,1.. J r.

Frank L. Himkl..y, Jr.
~lr~. :\''''III"n T 1\.,, 11..,
John II. w.u.
To" Ilt" :'\1 . ' I.lT r i-. J r.

.\ 11\""""11I1'

1.11111_\11 \"

1.1,:n"IU

TI lt" offi cers lwing duJ > (' )1"( [" . 1. tln- meet ing adjourned at :'1: -1-'-) ]J .I I1.

R r s])I'(lf ll ll y sulnuit u-d,

F R ,\ N K 1.. I !J :--;CKI. F.Y . JR .. S ...-r" rw y

'5'1:'2,1>87.:'8 '5'I.'I2.h87.58
:--;'TII ,\ .' II L !-t. \'u ~ I " Je., r ' ,,,,urr,
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.\ lrs. David C . Anthonv
R umford, R l . .

.\l r. Ha rold F. B.lllou
W"~1 Ha rrineton . R. I.

.\ lrs. G, 'tJr!{" E . Bond
K ine. too, R. I.

~lr. .\ Il-nill r. Budlong. j r.
Lat ham , x Y.

.\k FI<Ul' is S. Colo'. j r.
.\Ir. :"\i, 'knLls Couo-ll

.-\,h""',l j', It . I.

~ tr , Pram-is J. C ,ozil' r
Curlllw'];llld , It. I.

.\f rs. Ph ilip n,l\' i,

.\l i" j "a lll1 irw Ik Fako

.\Ir. J 'an C;ir;ud

.\ Irs. Sn·l...rt J. (;oldo,,"<ky
M rs. Willia m .\. Gn"'nl, 'l'"

Wan r o, It . I .

.\Ir. Pir h u .\1. (;«'i~
Ja m..' to .. o , R. I

.\ Iis, C" rno·li<l C. lI owdl

.\ Ir. H a TTY K . .I:UIII'S

.\ I i ~s .I ..an F. J ud ge
F,dl Kiwf, .\ lau .

.\ir. H ar old A Kir bv
(;ro· .. nville. It . i.

vtrs. C . Pn-aou K nigh t. J r.
.\ Ir. Ed win H. Kra llso '
.\Ir. Harold Leavin
.\ In . Pr isdlla K. Lewi-,

Barrin en-n . R I.

.\ Ir s. Hn ll<" rt T. Lr-vlnnd
[l a. too , (Ihlo .

.\ lr s. 'curiu .\ b lll il;:-a n
Rrhuhoth, ~h ...

'\[ r , A [(,n 1 J. .\k.-\ loon
.\ Ir. David W. .\ I.-I,·i

C ran'ton , R. 1.

.\I rs. B ertha .\Iitd wll
Ri\' r " idr, It . 1.

.\Ir. Francie C . .\ Ioorl'
M rs . Dororhv Wad" Xoves
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