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J'.HJLF. OJ: cosn.vrs bl S\\H'l-I.. W .lIl1 l".\ .'I;T

Th,· (;rad"atr S,·ho,,1. ""'\O'nl'ni\',·r, i, y·

h~ Sa"'....1 W Rnanl

II :\I S Gil l/IN , ;1 -chooner carried on the . \d lll i r;lh ~ List of :!I
j anuarv 17i:! ;1.. t he -malh-st of lin" H'''-el~ in Rr-ar Adm iral :\ Ion­
I,U~U'~ Xort h American Squadron. wa" rated a" far~im::: no ~un"

and thinv men. under rhc command of Lieute-nant william
Dudine-ton . :\l o I1lOl,l::: u ordered her to dlll~ hahin1! and -carching
\f""'o('" I,, a" I hc '~ entered X arra ea n-cu Ba~ , an irkvune ",,,ig1lnwnt
for a mc·tt l""'Jllw captain and "hip , II was a" thoug h an American
war-hip W!"ff" orde red 10 r-oast gua rd duty.

:\l o l1l a~ u ohjer led to the {'Xpc'lN' the wor k rutnih-d, and he \Hote
11 11 :q J a ll ll a r ~ 177:! 10 ~ Ir. Stc' \T ll". "l'rrda r~ (If the Admirnltv. tell­
in~ him "of 11l~ desire n f n'd ll ci ll .~ the CX ])('J1('(' lI f Pilol age t n tln­
1\"a \'Y hy I h rm\ i l1 ~ a pan upon t ill' K('\ Cllue for th.. tim e SirlOp" and
Schoou cr- art" employed upon the Service of the Cu-unn Hnu",~ . " l

Lir-uu- nant Du dine-ron. perhap- fru ..trated . fl'rt;ainly a mhitiou...
rnnied out hi.. d ut ~ with -uch devotion that hr- and hi" command
became notoriou" in the Hav. \ \"ith notorict- r-ame hatred and Iear
nn the part of the mr-rrhanr-. -hipowne-e-, and thc- waterfront rabble
\\ hn might at ;\n~ rinu- be imprc-v-d into the Royal X;l\ ~ . \, 'hen
I>lIding~tcln ' " authoritv wa-, que-m-ned h~ a ~ 1lC' ritI -":'111 on hoard
ID IS Gm/II'! bv C hid J lI~ t i re Slc' phc'n Hopk in.. of Rhotl r lelan d .
Hopkin" found rh.u D udi ng-tnn had the f,, 11 ~" pport of Admira l
~ t (fnta~ tl . Thi-, W <L ~ an illt' \'itahk n-ar riun: the RIl ~ ;d ;'\il\~ \\ a" vir-
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h," Irwin II . Pul i.honl

(co nli ",...d from .\pril, 1"1010,' 2.'), no , 2 . I'dl!,-I ! j

h~ Chari... W , Lit1ll"lI, F .\.S C;.

Til' r ' U ."T \ Gt Ol W'LLI ", R'L'.,,,,,,,, L ' " I.V r.·.WT F.IIt.R

Of' I'RO"' '',"- \ ' '. ' ' K I

R.1l LrCK " Till. ell" , TII'p,

P'.H,R F.Dt. S·" R"'nRT 0' T H '·. PII')(.""r,,•. ~ , It Till

R Il Oll•. !sL""{;. " •.IIU. \ S"l... ", ." 1787.17'10

() \, \ ·., Y \ " ' '' '' 0 '' ' .' " ~ I,"- ""K'''''l'M ' ' 0 .' TI lt

{; RE,'T H I ' Kll lO. • ". 'H SU'Tn' RF,1I :n. 181 ,~

h, William r: ~ l, 1." " lfhJin

C O VE R

.-\ n "\hil,i\;o" "I ,·il!hl'·... ' lh "" 1I 1un f"l"i ", " "",n·nth Oil di 'pl." "r J "lI n
B,o..-n Ho"",· 'Illd "'ill r-nraiu "llIil ( ).-tol..·, l .~ , 'I l l<' lIIall·,i" I, h,,,'" I" " 'n knl
h, ~I r . :'\o,mall I k ll ...h,,1f and \",,1 .· L·lli...... it,.

, On ,h .. cov ... i, n 'I" ,od" ...·d ;}n F." lfJi. h 11I'n1rd {UlIUIl. €i• . 17811, ..-h ir h i, .'
.:of! ' 0 110.. .!->' ''''''' l fru", Ihr ~ ll"," Et.-.. f1o, S. .. nd ~""l!ar.. ' F Cplon o f H " d k ' .
~1 .•, ..... h""'I". "ho ';0\ " 11 p'ohahl y {a ,"" from ,h,' hum.. of J......·I,h So"..,· , o n
\\ alrnna/l SIn'",: '

" T hi, o1 rl;"!o- w,., d"\f"!OIl"d in t h" ""ur,,' of wo rk Oil " ~1....itil1l(' Hi , to T} "f
Rliod,' 1, la mj. T llr wrilr r i, a , lud,' n, in tl,,· lI i ' l " r ~' Il" !' '' ' ' ' '' ' ' nt ul ' I I".
( ; r" dua\., S,·ho,,!.

1 ~ l on l a gu's Jou,nal , ,'nl.·!· of :'1 1 J .orl\l "r~ I ii:!.
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.-\ kn docume-nt in the- fa..,.' t ha t h;", f( ' l" llll ~ n'llle to light i-, the
followi~ g record of that Ir i;d : ·1

~lI:'\L'TES O F ,\ COURT · \t.\H. T 1.\ I. , \ "'S[ ~I BI. E I) O:\"

BO ,-\H.I) HIS ~L\JESTY·.... S II I I' CFST.-H ·U IX r O KTS·
~fOL'TH H.\KR<)l.·K O :\" TilE FO l' KTEE:\"TII D.-\Y OF

OCT( )BE K I in.

,"· I ' .~." IU_D

\\' 11I. Dlidd inc:sto n, Lieut . & Command,'r "f ii i, ~bj " ' f ~ ', la te Schooner

Ga ' I" "
Will. Dickinson - Midshipma n

J..hn j oh n-o n - B oatswaiu's \Lito'

•
Thoma" Parr, Ed ward I' ull ih,.'.-k & Harth" ln ' I" \<' Chi",-" - Se-amen .

( :;ll' tn . T Il<" Collin~w(.od
( ;"OI'W' Ibifoul
Kid lard Kille
1"" lI~' I laviv

.-\( -111._:'\"(:1 \Il\lITIUI_

T'h r- O rder of till' Ric:h t III .k , Lord , C"nllni.., ione rs of tilt' Admi rnltv
dared the , ,'\Tnth Ib \ (If O d olMT ill' l;1I11 di,,·("{,'d to Capla in Ed wa rd
,It'h 'lI Comma nder (l'r His \L.lj,'sl \" \ ."'hip I::!.! "''''tl and n"w Senior
Captain of II i, ~l a j (' \I Y 's Sh ip ' a nd \ ',., . t'!, at Por h lllfluth for a""'II.I·
hl illl:: a Co urt ~larlia l I " illljuin' iuro th.. 1.0" of II i_ \bjt" l\ 's ....hip
GaJ/" '" in I'rovid..nfl' R i\'l'f Rh"d, ' 1,1.11I<1 Oil the "'Iuh Iby of J Ul ~l"

la ' I , a lld to In- Li" utl 'n ,ltll I )udin!::,to ll ttog,-IIIt'\" II i!h 'lI<'h of Iht' O ffi­
. n'S and Peop'I,' \\ ho h"[,,n~" d 1O Ill'f alll ll' Tim.. ant! ,Ill' n' !u rn"d t"
Ellg)and in IIi, ~bj ('sty 's SllMl)l It.-arT' ror thnr ('olldu ("\ IIpon Ihat
Occa"ion, wa" n';uJ.

T lw ~1t'lllbt" rs or 1111" COUll and lJoop ut y .I lldg,' Advoca te, tlll'1l In

UpI'll COlirt and bdon' tl ll.'Y pro(·",'d,'d to Tria l, n 'sp,·tti \""[y too k ti l("

a..\dmiralt,· r!·,·o rd. Ilion ' th an till y , par' <l Id ;n,' ill I]," r,,'!m\\' of Ih ,' Publ ic
R..cord Otfi c;' , Ch""cny 1.'''lP, I.nlld Oll, W.C, 2. '1'1", " 'co,d of U" d;n 'l ' lOn\ cou rt
",,,nial (. \ dm. l / j :\O .~ ! ;, l i, t" tl il1 lh,. " ll1 d,'~ of ()tfi t't"f' T ' ;"d h~ Court ~b rt i a l

frolH 17:'0 10 1742 with I"d,'" of Shi ll' Lo,t" ' (I:\ D. 4ifl2 \. _\ pho lmia lic cop'
of Ih,' .-ou rt , ..co rd h" , h..n , tlq >us it...1 in tl ... l. i b r a r ~ of TI ... R hod,' " la nd
Il i' \OI;ca l Sot·i..t ~ ( :rm , ,, ""pyr;l/h t.

(~ plll _ Richard Hu~h", .IU I1I'.

Joh n Wlu'l'lol-k
J oh n Ik nl inf k
Cha rles J)oul,! l a ~

"Court 01 C"nu",,,, I'k ,••, J u l ~ l>"f lll. 17/;--1 ; i:!U·':!5.

l u all ~ a rule Ulitn i, ,,df, and it" o lJin:p, wen' mantled with arrog-allre
a" Ihou,l.; h ,>(l endow ed h~ n.uun- .

The Rhoch- hla lHkp" in r-ont rnst , wen ' o f t he- Iradt'small breed.
e<l,l.;n 10 nlilk \" ;1 ,hi llin.1.; ei t he-r kt::all ~ or i l kt::a ll~: »hen their po cket­
honk" wr-n- atlcr u-d, their co m plai nt ." Ih ;1I their right" we n- bein g
infrimn-d g:n' \\ , !Irill. The En g:li"h knew t he colo nv a" the "latrine"
of Xl"\ En g-land , H ~IS Gmpl'l' ha d r a u.....d IO'N"; to -cvr-ra l Provi­
dl'nn' a nd Xl"\ po rt me rrhant-, h~ se izing their n's"",!" .\IId Sl;'nd in ~

them 10 Bo,lolI to I )I~ tr in l in the Vice-Admiralty Cuurt there, It wa-..
considered impo"ihk to gl"t a ju-r decision in such Ci"~" in a Rhode
[elan d court . Even if a -hip wa-, r-ondr-mn ed a nd offe red at a uct ion
in Rhod e leland . onl~ the uwne r b id fo r he r. .\ mo ng the merchant..
II\IS ( ; tH/ia had ;ulllo~nl weft" the nu-mbe rs o f Xnthanael GRTne
,Ii.: Cn.• who-.(" doop Fortun e -be had seized . F o rt UTl t" j cargo included
"twelve hcgchend-, o f W ('"St Ind ia r UI1l. conraining about fou rteen
hundred .1.: ,, 110 11 ' , fort~ .L:" lIo!l' o f J a m a ica -pirit-, a nd one hOg"head
of h rnw n 'U,I.:"r. all (If the va lue o f tw o hundred and ni ne ty-fou r
pounds la wful monev ." " s he was condem ned in Boston a nd her
owm'p, hega n a -uit to recover da mage" that \\ a" to last for yea r;;,

W orkin g: in thi, a lm(l'pl wf(' of nnimu-itv, H\I~ Gmpo ' was KOing
abou t her law fu l I)lTa sio l\... o n 9 J U!1C I ii'!., ru nni ng up the Ba y to
Providence tll puk lip ....JlIle of hr-r -hip's comp'lIly wh o had taken a
pr-ize to Bo ' lOll and were cOlll in~ to I'rm ,ide!1(T ove rlan d. when she
r;1I1 hard .lground Oil a sand -pit with the tide runn in,t::: out. The news
rc.u hcd Prov ide nce. -cv t-u m ill-... aW 'I ~ , ea r l~ that evening. and drums
!-x' ,g;Ul to 1)I',It alllll~ t ill' waterfront . An e xped it ion was formed to
,u ta d.: Ih t' ...t r.ul(kd H' , >o(·l Ix'fore the t idc could flow a nd float her,

.-\ 1 a bout l'!.: .J:1 a .IIl., J llll(' 10. in Ihe moon II''''' dark. H~I S

(;'11 /"'(' wa... ;111 ,11 k('d h~ all O\('r \\ hd m ing: fOHT and :«'1 afire , Lie u­
tel1anl DlId i n ,~t l Jll W <l~ .l:ra H'I~ wOlmded . and Ihe new ha lldkd
mll.~ hly, T ht' att;U'kl''', ,~ Ilj h~ IIf Irea' lln under En glis h ( U m m Oll

la w. had tl](' \\ it til prest'rH' a pu "illan im l1us anonymity,
l.i cu\t'llallt f) lld ing-"tu ll, whell he ha d H'(-On'H'd fro m hi~ -' !llllds.

\\( 'llt to Ell,L: Jilnd Oil II \IS n,' III 'f'f to .' ta nd tria l (or t he los" of h i ~

co mma nd. ftll' Wht'Jl('H 'f a Ro~a l ;'\a\ ' ~ ship is 10sl , he r Ulllll ll<l nd ·
inJ.: , or st'ni o r "lln·i\"illJ.: o fTi n' l', nlll , t a n -ou nt for thl' 1o,," of H i"
.\ lajes ty·s propt'rt ~ to a ltlllfH lla rt ia l.
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e -vcral Oaths in joined and directed hy an An of Parli.nneru ma d,' :1IId
passed in the tWI·llt y.st·('ond Year o f the Reign of our lan- So\(· n·ign
Lord G(,OI~I' li lt' ",'(-ond inr itk-d " All .-\f1 for a lllt"nding ,'xl'l a in ing a nd
rffiudn~ into nne Art of Parl i.l llWnl d lt' I. a \\ " r('lat ing" 10 ti ll' Covcm­
11I('111 of lI is ~l a jt"'ly ' \ ~hi lY' Vt'w '!' and Sto ws hy Sea."

Lieun-naut I h ll l i n~\ I" 1l W;I' th e-n acquainted hy Ih,' Court thur it \\.1\
incumbe-nt 011 him 10 account In t ill' Court for the 1..0 " of H i" \ l.l j t ·,t ~ " ,

S rhoom-r ti l(' Gm!,,'" unde-r hi, Command.
O n wh ich Ill" de-liw-n-da X;lrr al in " ma rked with tln- Le-tter A. "hidl

was re-ad & is he-reto annt'x,·d.~

I I,· then d..<ired lhal R lrt h o ]" I I U"'" Ch i" T' J.ILd \ Ir. ! )j,kill"Jn I l l i ~h l

h.;. "worn to ~tlPINltl tI ... Xarrative.

R 'kT ll n I.O M ~. \\" CH lnM" S~..\\l \ :>; .";WOM:>;.

Q. " ';" H'II C"'ltin,·1 on 1114' Q uaru-r 1),0. k ,,1I1"1l rln- Ga'I"" W;I" 1000 t ?
.--\. I was.

Q ..\ t what 1I01lr ?
.\. Three QIIMtl'" a[l<'r I\,dn' a t :,\il::hl.
Q . Rela u' tilt' CinulII"t;lIln" I" the- C..onrt.

.\. I ....aw fou r or fivr- no at.. H.ming- frolll IIII' Sho re. I ha ih-d them hut
had no alL""·I. I tried In f rr· hUI till' '- IU'ofJ lll' l ~lla pl ..ix o r ...-ve-u ' Tjme .

I acquainu-d till" C;lptain aud Mid..hipmnn o[ it. I took lilt' People at
fU-...1 for Rot kv. IIII' C aptain rauu- 011 Dnk in his Sh irl. Ill' we nt for­
wa rd III till' ' 1,\IIM',In:! ,iUt· fon' Chains. I haile-d thr-m again tbe-v
;1ll"I\I'n,d ( ;.<1 d-.» I'<,"r "I' MxI Wt· han ' \IlU IlOW. 'I'll" SdlCMlnt 'r wa~
,tcroun<! d wy c·;IIlW ' alollg..id,·. T hl' Captain l'a ll" d for '-bleh(' " hut
, 0u lcl Cd 11011<". II" l';llk d for .-\ f11I" hil i Ihe A rms CIIl'''! wa.. ICM'k l , Ihe
C apta ill nnll·n· d all "a ll<l~ to I... c ,tlkd l ilt" C aplain o rd(' rt"<l tilt" Boah
to h',V otf. a nd kl'p l "uiki ng- wi lh h i, lI a lll::" r .." ord 10 kl" 'p tht ' ln off.
alld Ill' tlllea lt 'llt'd to li r.. in ltl IIII'm , Ihl' ~ ' eUf"l·d alld ,wo n' Ih a t 1111""
wo uld H >lIll' Oil " .."rd. Ihey d lO" ll fiq'd a \ l u'(I\I< ·t a t till' Captai n and
l'llIUldl'd him. T hl' C a pla in \l l'll t ofT llll' Pt'()plt- fr01l1 thl" Boat s gO!
into th.. \ 't ." ,.) \4 ' Lil t ;l\ tht'\' ['(.ul d. th ey lo ld Ih,' PI'o pll' I!ley" ..hnuld
/I"t 1' 0 1111' up ti lt' S llllUle, till'\' dlt"n ,,,id. d __ 11 lhelll II·t Ihelll fOIlll" up,
;lIld ",' will ,I" f[lr d WIIl . t1 lt'y drn\'\' thn n dow n thl' lla tdlwa )" and
t, ,(,k l" ,,,,·,,i'"ll.f t il" \ ' 1"'1 ' / ... \1' (' '''' t lwy "fluid burn the SchUl ('r :lnd
pUI 11\ ~ IJl lo I ), 'at lt. tIlt"\' nrd,·r ..d t ill' Crt'w up orlt' hy one a lld pin iorwd
tlWIIl. I' llt u, inl" tl lt" Boa t alld ca lTi"d us IIshon', they r,..] , ·a~,'d Illl' to
a"i, t 1/11' C ap tai ll .

1(1 i, lil,·11 Ih at Ihj, " roau;' t;,",," d id nOl di ffer !!r<"a l l~ (rom Dudin• •lol\ 's
r"I'''' 1 .\d ,,,il"[ :'-l o u t " ~ ,, . ""hid, i. n'l'r i" h',j 11I' r.. as an al' l"· "d i".

Q . 110\, ma nv Boat..:'

A . ThITI' Wl'f(' lI1 all ~ Bo,llS. ;\1.0111 lin · " . ,ix H..,,, ,, . - thl'Y ..aid ahout
t' i~h l o r ninl ·.

Q . 1I0 w ma ny lIll'n?

A . Abo ut two h un dred.

Q . H ow many had yOIl on board?

A. Abou t ni ne!f't'll Pl·p.o n IIIl" '-1.1 ~ 1 t'f and Iour '-( "n wcrr- l::0lll' on
D ut y In Be- ton with a \ ·1 ·1 wbid! Wt· had \t.'i",·d.

\rll.U"1 Ote"'I~ S{) :>; '- ltnsllll'MV'" ""'·OM:>;.

Q. Rela te w hat you kllOl' of the Loss {I[ tilt' Gmp't' SdIC>(IIWr.
.-\ . .-\ooul half IM'I tWI'h" on tilt" ek-vr-nth o[ J Ulle the Centinel canu­
down a nd made an Al.mu that t ju-rr- wn.· a X uniber of Boats coming
down the R ive r. M r. I j udinucton II a" ~nil1~ in hi" Shin on Deck, I wac
rlov- to him he told IlIC' to l::0 hMk and g-t'l the Kl '~ ' nf till' .--\rm Che51
which we-rr- in the Cabbin. I we-nt on I k ek opl'n..d the Chest. and threw
SOIlW a rms on fl. , ·k. f tonk up 0114' and fin-d it. duo Boat, '\I-re- t11l:1I
about fort~ or fifty Yard .. from thr- Quan-r Deck . I wellt forward and
saw M r. D udingcron "Irikinl:: a Per-on l"olllin~ imo till' Chains with his
lIa ng"t'f . Ih'TI' were Pistols fin-d from IIs. I don't know how many, the
Fire wa .. returned from till' Roat~, and ~1r. D ir kinson [D ud inrrsto n] Wd'
shot, Ihey then ,'dllll' Oil hoa rd II... and f -aw thr-m (wating two of our
Peo p le dow n till' ."hu ttlt'. ~I r. Di ckin son [D uding-aon] wr-nt aft. and I
stood by him. our- o ther I'l 'opl" l\t"f" driven down. T heil the \\" i t rll'''~

rr-Icrrcd [n r whal P;l,,~t'd 011 tIll' Ik c'k 10 tilt' Dt'po" it ionS taken 1)I' fo re
Con'mor lI utch inl'oOli a("('orn l'anyil1~ Ill<' O rd",.

Q . II n\\ m any 011 I k l"k at li lt' Ti llll" .. f llwir HO,lfd i llJ.:: ~

.-\. S ix.

Q. 11,, \\ long \\a.. it ht 'l\" 't' n ~(lur li" t "'Till~ Ihn lltn tIll' 'l"i1l 14' clf tlleir
Hoardin l:: hIT?

A . :"o t '1Uit l' Ilm T '- t iIlUI.....

Q . ',"l'ft' th ert' any wo un dl·t1 in tIlt' Bna t..?

,\ , I don'l kllow.

'-fr. I) ud ing: , tnn ~ lt qllai nt t"d tilt · COilI t th .1t lw \l'a, illl"rlllt'u that ntH'
of thl' Pt'op l,' ill Illf' 11" ;11\ '\:h pri \,at l,ly huril'd " ,Il"I"t'.

Conn ' Mi K H1:

Q . D o you app rdlt' nd nIT)' ~It-"\lllt · W", .. p lll,,,lt'd th a t could be on so
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-h ou ,I XOlin ' 1''' 1 11ll" Pn-vrvanou of H is ~laj " ' l y 's Sd ul(lIl.., ?

.\ . Yn .

Q . ,ra' you tivd ;1. till" "tlWI' "Tn' "

A, Yl'" and thl'o\, n int o till' Bt><l l and aft, 'n, at ds on Iht, Ca ptai n.. want­
inl:' Ill<" tlll' y n-h-a-a-d lilt' .

Q . Did tln-v ....-t her on fin' ?

.\ , Yr-v I waited 011 ..hon- till I sa\\ her Oil F ire ,

Q . '," ,--. n · you ,. ,II'OlSl'd Oil 1Ill' Sho,, ' ?

.v, v-.
Q . II r1\\ llIilllY I'n'pl, ' do you think boarded Iwr?

A, Abou t 0111' hundn-d and fif", ill ,, '\f'n Boars. whirh I counted III

Laundws and ~ft' r('ha Hl Sh ips ~at<.

Q . Had you <lily Fin ' 011 hoard ?

A. XOIW hUI Candk-, Ihn stm , k ;1 Li~ht an Hour and a H alf before ­
I I,·ft hIT.

Q. How IIMny' I'n v lIl' \\1·re- on hoard of the SI-hol'IIIT" COlllpll' llwnt?

:\ . .-\ 0011 1 nineu-en.

~I r. Duding-ron acquainted till' COllrt that the Reason of h is -end­
inl::: for ~I r . Didin...cm and Chinh dow n into the Cabhin was that the,'
mig ht tak e pa rt icula r :-\nti. r of the Peo ples Feat ures who wt-re th('r~.

Captai n J oh n Lillll'1' lilll' of Hi, ~lajt·st\·\ Sloop R,Q{'o sworn. ~Ir,

() udin~stoll a-ked .
Q. You know rlu- SPOI \\ 1...1<' fill' Gmpf.· Wil< des tr0Yl'lJ a nd ;1_ I ha d
(lnly left you a Ir-w Hours co uld you . uppoM' I could possibly have the
I"asl Reason to appn-hvnd all A ttack from the Short, in the M an ner J
did h"ing sO far frn lll IllI' Sho re?

A. I alii of till' O pin ion th" n' \,a~ nn Rea~oll I" apprehe nd al1\' All a r k
a, ,h .. lay four ~I i l , 's f rolll ;IIlY prim 'ip,ll T (\" n . '

Ctll 'R' 1 .' '' ''H'
:\Ir. 1 ) ll d i tl t.: ~ I O lt I b , ,' ~flU ;111' O bjn l lo ll In lh, ' Ctl tld ut,:1 " f lIlt'

( ) f1 i' T l s ' " 1" 'l ' I>I,' ?

.\. :'\fl lH " Ilwy \'''lIl d 1t,1\T dOll,' d wir Duty II,Hi tllt'y Itdd tl wir C loa lhs
(In.

T ill' .;lUU' IlllDl io ll I,as plll 10 Ill<' f'l'oplt· a" IOlh.. Caplain's Cond uct.

A. 11,· did his u tlllml.

Tlu~ Cnl ar \\" .\S i:U,'\Rt,ll.

The COUll agn'l·d 111;\1 tlU' S,hoonn \\ ;1. " 'i/"t! III the :'-:i~hl bv a
:'-:U111I)f'r of armed ~h' ll in 8. >;\" thai ~Ir. D\ld im~slOn and th e R"s t
of thl' Officers a nd P"npl, ' h..l"n~i n~ 10 ln-r d id thei r DUlY i ll oppo"illlJ
th .. Seizure 10 rhe l 'tllLo"l of t1wir Pm \l ' 1' on ",••IUlu a :'-:otift, a nd that
tlu-v should he honorahly' Olf'luitlt·d .

Tht, Courl wa' opene-d a nd S" nlt'n'T p......·d an oldinlJh.

Tuos . »ls sTU'1J

/), '/ ,1" . J"d!!. .,A nl·,,(n lt'.
D uding-aon wa~ promoted S(lOIl after rhr Court found him blame­

[r-..... , and cventuallv became are;" admiral.

The -earch fo r the criminal.. rontimu-d for m-arlv a yea r but no
one \\ a' ever convicted . Since the court w hic h convened in Xewpnrt
had orders 10 -end th e culprit- 10 England for t ria l. the ('olonist~

objected ..trongly : it wa~ their rOll\'itt ion that Great Brit a in had
no right 10 tran..fer SIKh acru-cd pri""lwPi to Enuland, far from the
",__ene o f the crime. O n thi .. puinl Rh ode Isla n d wa" ..upported widely
hy -everal of the r-olonic-, and to a modr ....t r-x tt-nt the inciden t helped
to create t he spirit of union whir h la ter. with the- T (':\ Party and t he

Coercive .-\ d ", led 10 Rcvolurion.

:\ I' I'E:\ I >I X
I'\WTI'"IT. l-' lh J Ullr, If;'.?

Su. : (III \\'l·dn ..'();" rn" rn im:. .,h" ' ll " Ill' f)·d,~'I;. '" h i ~ ~bj l" l \ ' ~ ....h, ~,, '.'r

....;" hinC' Up'''1 ;0 'pilt· .. f .,,,,<1 l'"lkd :\;onnm . rhe- r r m i"d. discover..d ;0
n.. ",l-...r .. f l~,.'h "om im: <I,,,,n lilt' R i\"l'r I"w;ud. II •. .-\, "" "11 ;os 1 W;l'
",qu;lim 1 wi,h it. I ";lIIlt' Up'''1 d,·,·1; ,m<l h;o ik d th ".."t<, f..rh iddilll: Ihl'm
t" n""l' 1l ;U th, ' ,, 'h ' K'II .. r ...r I ,h""ltl ..rrkr ll,..m I" l tirt·d UIH'Il . Th.., n",d,'

;HI" ..,'r. t hn h,,,] til<' _Iwrit! "ilh rl ll'm. "l1llltlu_, n>ln.. 'llI IH,ard. II"ItI rl l,·m.
III<' .twrilT n",ld lI"t I". ,ldmin"d ,," l ~ ", rd ;01 th.' l t im.... f lIid H, "n whi . h
Ih", ,,' I up a h,oll,,,, ,lIld r"" ,·,I ." L" , ." ,I".~ , ,,"1.1 l"I\,ud, till' v,·,,,,l", h"" ".
I " " , th"11 lI,inl! ..\ '.-ry ",..;H" in 111\ ' 1< "" 'r I" 1:1" til<' 1(11I1_ , ,, I,.."r ul~,n Ihem.
,,·hid, I ...,uld ""1 .-tl" l l. ,l' Ill", ,·"nw rid,t "1",,,,1 ..f llw n·",·I.•11t' l)I'i"e:

"I:'" ,,,mi.
I lhnl ""It·r..d Ilw "Will" ,'''"1<" f"n",rd I,ill, rlll'ir "tl,, 1f "rill. ,md pn·",·"t

II" ·,,, fr"m Im;o rdiul: ..\_ I '"'' .LIlHline: 11l~.df I" "I'll'"'' t!WItl . ,,,HI m"king "
.n" k,· "i ll, my " , ,,nl;ol d,.. lIl,ltl I.!'" ".,•.'Ilt·llll'tim: I" "Jill" lip, "I Ih"t
i". t:lItt J r"lIlid rrl}"'1f di."l)lnl in I'" ldl "In,. ,wI! ,I",t th ruue:h Iht, I!r"i" .
I tlH'n _It"p l',,d from ti ll' 1!"1l""ll' wilh :til illll'llli"n I" "nkr lhf" m to retir ..
10..1"", Iluarll' r', hilI .""11 '"'' 11,,,1 1ll".1 "f th ..nl ",·r,· kn" , 'k,·tI d"I'Il, am i
Itl~."rr I" i,·" . (;Ifh' r Irllim:-I Ilt"1lI I ".'_ ",ort"lh ",,,t1uktl. ) Til,", da llltit'd ''''''
;", d ,,,id I ",,_ II'" """IHkd ;-if I w.". ,,1\ ,,"n 1"" '1'1t- h"d d'''I'' il . ..\ . I""



"I I,r,",d made rur- <In.p ,1""11 upon ,I....l .• 11..,· »rden-d me In tH-e' TIl," life,
;md ...."nl11,,,,, I...1 ,I, r- p.....pl•• ,.. -um-nder. .\_ I "-,,, Inn......". /1O p...."ihili" o r
,lrfr-'ldml! th r- \"''':' "l!dm'l <~"' h numh.. , v, .. h ·IT ill <," ,'n ro"'prCl a~1<"d
~1If 1 commanded " .. h. r"l.!uL.rl1~ h\ '11'" ,,1,( 1)<.' 11<1"'11 ,h.. _hn itI, l,nou2hl
11 I.•.•, f", ,I... IM·"pl,>" I'H·" ·TY;ui " ll. ,,, I""'"'''' ,,, the-m 11", r I would OTd..r
,1,.. 111 '0. " no"ml.", if .Iw\ .."",.-,] Ill!' Ihn .f,,,,, ld II'" 1... hun . which rlu-v d id .
I 1I,,·u ";lIIo-~1 nUl ... I, i, II \\", imllll'di"l..1. ,... 1,,,...1 by tlU' ,wupk round m..,
lb 'll I h..d I:;IH' II lIwm on k ,-s I.. currenrb-r. T hn " h"rri.'d all ,11<' Ilt'ork 1..,1"",
and urdr-red 11 ',"111 liP. "1 10' I" "I'" ,",,1t it'.llh.";r hand .. t...hilllllhrir har-ks, then
"lIkTo'd rhcm lilt" .!1!Tn" 1ll h<>at'. [ rln-u I".c crd tlwy "nll[d ,'itlu'r drSp'l t..Jl
1111" " r , ul f'T nn ""1111,1, tn I,,· d"''''',I: "1'''11 rh.u till" ,,[[.. ,...·01 mv servant 10
I". uubouud t.. I:,·t m,· ,hillc' fm (["·,,ill1:. 'Illd rurr i...,1 Il W t...t"~" But wh ;l!
".1' III' <urpei-,... " lwl1 I ,"1111'" down in ti lt' c ,hin. •\\" 'IIrqr" n' ""rt" ord.'rr<!
d"" n fr""1.th,· d..., k ,,, ,Ir.." rn,·. "h" " ,'P' lurni,lwd " ith dr" ps and ll<"i{al1
t" "'r~pr Imt Ior ,lUI purpn"·. Ilur illi/ lhi, ,jnw I ha d ;111 «pportunit v 01
"h"'T"nne th .. I"'r....n' "r ;lh"nt J d",,·n. "Iw .....r ... in Ih.. r-abin. T ilr , .. ppeared
", nil' I" Ix· 11I"" hant-, and ma-r ... rv or ,·,·, ...·1,. "hn w r-r.. ;,,1 Ill' burr-au r...ad in i{
and ...xamillilll: Ill' (l"pc·r,. T I... ~ prumi... d ." [,., 1111." have t h.. ,,11<."ll'r·s books
.md my d"lh,',: in't",,,.! or "h",I1";,, IIII'~ "rr... h;,lldin\( m.. up 10 qo in tl...
h"'11 rh..~ rhr.." 1I...m ,,"'rhn'ITd .... itno ....mt" .. f the 1."'1' . I w,,, S(....n a! r-
.. "rd, Ihr"" ;ru.. a h".u. "1m,,,, naked, Dur in\( the tim.' th..~ "" ro' r"winq Ill "

" n ,11"rt". 1 1t .,,1 ;1II "I'I)O'rlunil' "r ""...·rv ille thr- 1"",1. whi" h a PP,·a r..d 10 mr- to
I".' " \tT' I , ~ rc r [""c· I)O",1. I , "" III 1111' m'lI1 " h" ''''rrrd 11O '!" n ul: ,,, Iyinq hy
111 111,:" 11 1. dlTl'<' tlll l: t [1I' 1111 '11 to ha ve their .urus rc·;Hly..\ ' "'" '11 'IS t[wy put " If.
til<' Slwnff \!:I\'" t[," llI " ,.dn' , ,, l.urd 1111' "II ''' 11](' 1II','k. and tlu- 1""'1 to ..onu­
" If immodian-tv. 'lIId t,,[ d li lt' if J di cl no' n fl l"'1Il t" 11;1, ' tl". \,alll<' "r the rum
I 1I1LI'1 l1"t " ' I}O'<'I '0 h:,\'<' an y lhi llt.! I"' ["ll t.! ing tn Ill<' ""·,, tI. J m;tc(,. ;1I1' W' ·T.

\\h"II'H' r "" p"r;lIi" ll b" "' ,m [d e;,· .... I " ,,' r.."d~ a nd " jlli nq; a' to nl ~' thine '
th ," mi\( hl d. "itb .lwIII 'IS th ,', pit-' I",.I, T hn "rH' arn>rclinq [, qninq 10
Lo"d 1110' .." Ih i_ n", k. "hi.'h I w id IlwlIl thn h"d I.....un th rllw '"l" o,'erboard
( )nl'" ma n. ,,1m h" tf a lin I,· mUH' huma nih 'h;man' .. f , h,' r....I. <aid .ht,"\" had
1.'lln bnd mr ;It II", I'" illl "f 1''' ''''''' '1..\ , I ;,as 1II...hlr tn 'tand." Ih ..."
II"I",""d fI,'t" "r til<' m..n and g""r th"111 d I.J.lIlkrl III rar~' m" up. \'·h..n i
,'-', ""If \\d~ "11 ,h...,' I ht";lrd ""ml" "f tb .. ,,'huont"r' l!UIl' e" ..If. ;md heard
,h,' I~,~it- "" ,f,,· ",,, ..n Ii,... I h;ul nut I)o"'n ,·",-ri,·cI "'r " I...n Ih,' p' 'Opl r
" ' , turn d. I "", ",,;m h bnd ; ,md ,hn ....fI' 11" h ...u .....--..n "hi,' h 1101" t , id me
.I.."n .... d ''''lit ill 'II"'" " r "n.... S' ••n .,;".• ,hn ,<lUll" 1'" ;'''' I""i ll1 m"- Ihr,· Old"

..",'. "hirh I ".1" "tri,·d ,.. ; ., "',," "." imllwdi,H..h d" 'I Ml< 'h..c1I" " r" " id, ·" ...·
f.. r ., 'llTI:""n. ,\ !iI,I.· .,ft,., th,· [w"pl,' j"in,' lI Ill" with , I,,· m icl,hil'"",n; all
0' "holtl th." [ ,.,utld 1',·r, u" ,1.- ;' 1(' "'lit "tI [,,,,,,.,1 hi , ~ l i1 jr"," , ' [0" 1' I\" ;""'r ,
[ I". " h""llt"T i, Iltlt'd~ I!t-' tr ol·r d. :" ,, [ ' "\' I"I'~ th in \! a l' ll<' rt "i ;, illc t " hn. Ill<' .
,lII d II,,' ,,1" ">I...r\ "'>Il1p.IIl' If 1 [i, ,·. I '\III I" ,t " il[",,,t h,,[,," "r Iwilll! ;Jilk
to "" lll'id ''' "II' of tl ... pri lh'i pa [ p,'o p[,. th"t ' '''To' ", ith tll" ttl. 'I' ll" p"ill wit h
11... ["" of hl"o<1 n'm l<-r",1 Ill.. iW'ap" l,l ,' of inform ill!! ' ''11 Iwf"u' "r the par·
•i'·llb .... T lw ro ' ;or,' lI" n,· "f th,' 1....,,1'1,· .HlI ,,,", '""m,kd. I"" hrlli,,'cI " ilh
b..."J'pi",',.

I "Ill. ,ir. ,"ur """t h"ml,I,· ,,·n,,"..

",- IIJ /S (;"SI'H - The COIITt -J /a rtifl! [J uly
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h~ J \ "'Q , · t ~ .\t . n.." ... ,
1)" IId ' 1II"'nl of H i 'lOr~ . 51. " ' ;0 11' ;<Coll'·l!:". Bidd" lnrd , :\I ;oi' 1<"

PET ER W"\ :\T O X SX O W
Sl:Rt~I .Y I' ETf R \\'A",TO:-; Sxow was the unluck iest Ilf nu-n. For t h r­

~rt"a ler part of his lift" Snow followed th e old Ch ina trade hut was
dogg-eu hy ill lu-ahh , wrong d.Tisions. had timin g. death and the mo-t

miv-rabk- lurk of an y American who enr went 10 Chi na.
Horn [k n'mh•-r :28. I788. I he SO il of a leading ( :hina tr ade r and

the son of a gra nddaughll'T of a Iormcr gow rnor of Rh ode b land .
Snow should han" been ahk- 10 take ac.h·anlagt' of the most lnr rat iv...
oppon un ine in the entire historv of o riental commerce. However.
he W ;I .' Intrd to remain in the tra de lon ger and d i... pOClrn than alrn....t
an y co m pa ra ble merch ant of whom ' H" han' n-rord. H i, Ia tb cr.
Samuel Snow.' was one of Rhode lcland 's earlic...t Tt·p rt"....-nta tivc.." in
Canton . He " as the secon d America n ron..ul a t Can ton. the builder
of the Ame rica n [act orv . and thr- first to ha ve reside nt n·prt·~~r- ntanv c­

both in C hina and Arm-rica .
Pet er W . Sno w first sailed (or Canton with h is Lither ill I RIH on

the Pauervon (Captain J onath an Abo m ). Douluh-v- la-cau ..... of hi,
fath er's positio n and trading r-nuuections, yOl I1lg- Snow ln-r-amc th e
pa rmer of Edward Carrington wIto. within fewer than a dozen yea rs,
W;l-~ to become the grcatoa Chi na merchant in Rhodl ' bland , if not
in the .' ntin· nllUlt ry. Howcn ·r. in'tt'aJ of remainin g in Cantun.
Pt'te r Snow l'mtl;lrked aboard the SI Tlln~ t' T ( Ca ptain Prt '""<·o u ) . early
in .xo"emocr 1RCH. un a \TnlUrt" for Carrin.£:ton & Snm,' \\ hirh "'l;'ems

to ha w im·oln·J a ,·o ~ a~ to Euro pe' and th t'llu ' to China . It i, Il{lt

clear prt"(-j..cly \\hat happened ,,,h......q ucntly. H ClW('U' r. Carrington
be.~rame mO't di ...turht.-d when SIIO\\ did not a ppl.'ar in liftl' l." 11 molll h,
a, planned .::

In the Carrin.l.:t 'llI rollcnion R.LII .S. ). thne M" ~)me H T'

i n l c n·~l i llf.: d;lt a l)l' a ring on Pc.·tn SIII'W . O ne (,f l :arril lgt.,n·, ,idl·litll'

IS. ,' 1Il~ .lIti.-1,· in Jlh" d" I ,la nd /f i j i " ,J, J .l1l uary 1q llh. 1'1" I·R.
::Sn" ", "pp"r,·"tl ~ , ai k ol from 1'1'o..id"lll'" On the Ral/;r 'IS . ' ~ I<"' d, h ut n01 unti l

Ik lT llIbl"T [11 0 .1. Ik "lllharkt'd for Can'"" Oil the s"mr " 1" , ,, ,1 in ,\ pril of ,he'{nU"",·
ing l',·ar. hO""','rr tilt· l ill'" "'1''' ' ,n'm, 10 h;,, '" d"' tr,,~.,. d hi, rh ,,"crs for a S'tC"T'"

rut ,o~age .
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74 lind I.II ' /..- in the C'hllll/ Trod" [Ju ly 1 ~.6ti J IIm/I ,lId 171 thc China T rlll/,.

husjllc~_'<C ~ \\'<\s k lldi nt: 111 01J(' ~ , and STlO\\ " I'C IllS til han " been one of
thr rcripicnt- at the {,xlra llrd i ll aril ~ hig-n rau- of 13'/ interest per
~ ear." It is !"cn : alill l!: to 110\e tha t the .going rat e in Canton was 1 2~ on
goo d risks a! rhi-, time-, a nd Snnw, uominallv at h-ast, was Carringt on's
part ncr. However the partner-hip :<!.T ms 10 haw withered short lv
aft er its formation, as Carringt on was soon uoing- busines s in his own
nam e ollly. VtTy possihl y th is fnrt is rela ted to Sa mu el Snow's hank­
ruptcy whic-h excurred in 180i. C arrin gtoll n-p-arcdlv wa rned both
Sn ows abo ut this ,e;rowin,e: interest ar-roun t, hut t here is no record of
th e eventual fal l' o f the lo a n. '

Dllrinc; his stay in ..\!llcrir a ~ Otlllg Sno w seellls to haw fallen in
[0\"(' , fo r Ci'lr rin ~toll 's prin cipal corres pondent in Pwvidl'nn ' reported
in December I fI ():l that SnO\\ would S(IOIl Iw married to a " " tiss
Sm ith : ' :' Acrunllv. Ill" returned to China 0 11 th e Baltic" (Captain
J onathan ;\ bo rn ) the fo llnw i tl~ spring an d did not wed the Iadv.
j cancuc Smit h. un ti l tw o \l'ars later . 1)\ which t ime he had returned
to Providence." . .

By 1808 . Carringt on was prospni ng; and writin ,~ Providence that
he hoped Peter Sno w would ret urn to Ch ina desp ite ilis"misfortunes,'
hecau-e he wante d tu help the yOUllg man. H e strongly im plied that
upon his own depa rt ure lor home Snuw wou ld take over his Canton
ag:cnq .~ In the sum mer of tilt' sa me ~ ea r Snow cxprcs-ed his willin g-

'lCarringlOn &: Snow L.'d gn IC a rr in l'( IOII Cull...- tion , H. ,I 11.5 .1.

10"" pi ...", uf rvidencc no,,\, ,.""plain "'01'" than i' aplwars to . '-\",onl'( Carrington's
papas for Ih~ }'rar IR 15, tlwre is a n"t,· 1o T homas 110l' l' in . of B. & T . C . 1I0p l' in ,
I'rO\ 'id, -nco' , 10 Iramfn S:I:\.585.8H fro m Ihr joinl account "f Carringlon and P. W,
Snow 10 C ar r ingto n \ I" ' ''o na l acco o nt.

:'lk nja ll1 in ][ o p l, in , l'ro\'id"IKr, 10 Ed wa rd Carl'im:lon, CH,lon, Dn "' l"h ("]' 27,
180.1 ( :a rr i" l'(lo n C ,.lknion I.

'q' l,.. JI,,/I ;( w;1 \ r....{i'I... .-d al Provid l"] ll'r in lhr "all"'.' "f t :'ll'rin/l:lOn ,,,, d Snow
on .\ p r i[ .1. 180f), It n'main"d joindy in dH'ir namrs unlil lh ,' 1"'1"''' ".,.rr sun,·n.
lI"«'lI at Boslo n on .\ 11 1'( 11 ' 1 [5 , 181 n: Ship R" " i,I" rJ ,,,,d E"",I/""nls of I'ro"id""r"
"'h od , / ,I""d f l'w\,id"l1r,' : ~alion,,1 .'\ rr h i\' ,., Proj,·et , 1!'l41). Thi, . 0 u rO· abo
li'l, fin' utl".r "'-''''[, of which Snuw "as ",10- or pan ow,.,.r, ,I ... ship r;"u"i1
/familto" ( 18 25- 18 '12 1. rh r brig Shibb ul, t!l ( 18 26- 1/1 29) . rhl' "" 'ond h.i'l'
Shibbol~lh ( l 8:lO- IH:U I. Ih, · hril'( /ff". )' 11/1 1 1. 18 1.1) and th,' ,hip Supai".
1182:1- 18 2'! I. t ie "," -1m lu I,.,n ow'wd pan of Ih,. [,,'1 v,·s",] "n'"u''' he served as
h,' , "aptai,,-

'/" u"id"rlO' (;(J~,tr.. , l'oH'lnl"'r 17, [807.

'S""...at !<'l!('r< , Carri"«lon 10 Iluppi n " ud Carr illl'(l01\ to Sn"w ill 1807 a nd
11108 in Ih ,- C"rrington Uolh-cuou.

Ill'S" to go III Chi na for Carrington "for 'J. llr:l ~eap;. if \O l! wish it,':"
and he arrived in Ca nton lkcemhn ~. IH09. aboard the nailir,
Pn-sum a blv he t-arried out the p la n, as Carrington sailed for home
early in I fi ll and Snow was writin.1!; Carrington from Ca nton b~

Au gust of the same year.
E\Tn th en Snow's luck d id not ch an ge. Joh n P. Cushin,1!; noted in a

k-ttr-r to ( :a rr ingtoll a few mo nths latrr :
YOllng Snow i, a lso complaining hitll 'rly of his fri'-11rh, not having
rr-r-c-ive-d a lim- thi, vear hv anv of thl' \ TS,t"iS which han' hen-to­
fOIT arrlvod. li t· ha ~ not as \'r't dCI, -rmim-d what 10 do. and will
not I pr\' , unw 'til he hr-ars fn '1I11 you: I endeavour In cheer him up
and kr-r-p him in spr-rit-, [.\ i<l. hut ti ll' r-limnte of Canton docs not
at all agree with him nor will it witb ally other Iwrsoll tha t has tilt'
sault' aurartions in Ann-rica that Snow hac.!"

Sn uw 's apprehensions mu st ha ve inr-n-a-ed t'!m,i dnahl\ when tln­
new s of t he war of IBl2 arrived. H e u-mniucd unti l J!1I4 . hoping for
IX'ace. h ut as time went on. he ap pa rr-mlv grew despnate ami too k
pas-a ,1!; t' in an cncmvvcss-l. the Brit ish Ea' i India C( ' l11 pan ~ 's _\larquil'
of Ely. fo r London." ! HI' arrive in Xew York in November or Decem ­
ln-rtn learn that his onlv SOli, Ch arles wanton . had d ied a cr-ar ea rlier
a t th e a.~(· of fin > vears. j am es & T. H . Perkins n-port ed that "h is
health was g-ood. tho' his spiri ts we n ' d-pres-cd , , _" 12 T o com pound
his personal tratn-dv. Snow lost two babv da lt~hte rs in 1111' next Ih IT"
vea rs.!"

SlIon a fter the war Snow resumed his Ch ina vl) ~ ag('s. f r('que ll l l ~

' a iling as supnra rg-o a nd "o r ca ptain for his friend Carrington.
Although he neve r a p pea rs to ha ve ~ottel1 out of deht , he was abk- t tl

work product i \'l'l ~ and t-hce-rfull v_John P. ( :llsh iug wrot e f Will Chiua
ill IBI 7 that since Snow was no lonuer desponden t , there wa" hop"
for h is finan cial reH I\Try, HI' had ronvino-d Snow's creditors t hat
tht' ~ rould do rllllhi n,g h ut wa it for S now to ea rn thr- mom'~ to pa y

"Snuw, ['ro vid ,' n", ', to Carrinetou, ( :" " Io n , j nt"~ Il, 1808 (C a rl'in /l: lOn Coll<-"lion 1.
1"j"h" I' . <:"shi,,~. Caulo" , 10 F.d w,,,d Carrin~lon. l'",vid, 'mT, L.kn ·llIl,..r 21.1 ,

1811 (i bid. ) ,
11j o lo n P. Cushing, Carol'''', (0 Edwa l ll Ca rt'i,,~ \on, I' rovid"n(T , F, 'hru a . ~ 12 ,

[81-1 and h b roa . ) 15 , 18 1-1 ( ,bid. l .
l~ ja"",., & T . H. P,-rki" s, B" sw n , tu Edwald Ca .r;n~lu", I' ro vid"!H"', l k n ' m­

hn H , 111 14 (,bid. ).
la llar r;" \ Ro~ns , a «"d Il ""unllo , ( P",uid r nu (;(I :~lt r , O,'wb"r 2 7. [81 71 'lull

Fr;1 " ,",'s \\"a" lo n . a.:o-li I )"'''' .:1 " ,onth, iibid ., .\ " 1'( " ' 1 Ill, 1/11'1 1,
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them o lL H

In 1111' su m mer l ,f I HIHSm,\\ sa iled a gai n for C hina in Ca rringto n 's
..h ip G ,'or ,e/' , Th i.. tim!' he n-mained in China until the en d of
t he follo \\ in g: ~ (·a r, hut u po n his depa rt u re, Sa m ucl Rue-ell wrote

C;lrr ington abuur Snow in rlu- "a nw pat ronizing but c haritable spirit
whic h "1 ofte-n rharacterizr-d k-rterc co ncern ing S now. ),Ir. Snow.
reported RII,,"('II. would ..a il Oil t he C h(lIIl1ff'.l·. whose ('argo W,iS
.l.... igm·d to him .

It ....:nlls 10 I" , dlt' "pillion IWf{'. tha i if there ..hould Iw a ny profi t
arNIli! from (111' ":11,· of rhc Cargo. that M r. Sno w will sha re it.
If unt lit' will rnTin' a couuniv..ion on till' gl,·... without inl'urrilll::
allY I....., . ' I'h i. I,n\\ n IT Illay 1.1t· 1I11·rt · n,nj.'{·tll rt -. 1'-,

" ' hl't h(' r or not RII.....dr... "h,f'.' w a-, true, at h-a-t the a ttitude of ot her
China tra£leT'" ,,(,(, Ill" d ear. Thev were trying to help Sno" . but he
appeart-d de..tined for pnertv. The previous vcar. Perk in.. & Com-
pa nv. Canton. ha d wrin e n Carrin~on . .

TI ... "hj'Tt flf tilt" p,,·....-nt i.. to ' ta ll' to \-011 that ill ra ......' vou o r vour
friend .. -hould lu-n-afu-r ""Ild any \"I'~"" ].., to this q ua rter I h~1 it
would gr;ltify u..much to ,,'t. t1l1'l11 l·nn..ieru-d (0 our Irieud Snow.!"

Snow wa" ... h" d lllni to sail fo r Canton aga in in ), fa \" 18 21 ,17 and (l il t'

(-a nnot h('l p hu p in !,! tit' ha d ",ome "IICC~'''', fOf hi... · e\-il fort une was
..hortl y to n' tu rn . In IS:!4 a nd 18:!6 the Pm \"ideIKt" d irt"do r. Ji...t.. him
a" a " m a riner" n ', ielin g: 0 11 B..'n e\'t ,!en t Stret't a nd from 1828 to 18 32
a'" a nll'rc halll ;\l t ill' -.;mlt' ;u ld n·...... ;lp pa f{' l1Ily \~ i th a ('()U nt inK mo m
a t I U S"ut h \\'a l,' r St rt't't. Ho we\ t" r pn~ptTou" ht' m ight ha \"(" h,'('n ,
Sno w hold pk lllYof d i'i(o u ra g('IIIt'lIt. " ' ith in the' (w('nt\'l1i m' m onth...
hl' (\\t'('n ~laff h HI:! ~ I a THI .\ u g:u..1 IIUI Sno w 1000t m(~~ o f h i.. fa mi h '.
indudi ng h i... f" lI rh·(· I1 , ~ ,· ar·o ld t1 a ughwr. h i... on ly ... i...ter ( he' ha d 1~1l
hrOl h(" " ) . an d h i.. wi ft'. Thl'll, in April IS:H. Carri n /.,rto n wrut(' h i...
p;lrl lwr in At '\\' York . " ),Ir. Sn o\\' has ht'1'1l q uitt' un\\t·Il. and n'r~

111 uch d i..( ouragnl, " for 111' had fa il,'d alld "\"tTY indi "'<Tt't·tt'!y [J;" ]

IIj ohn P,·, ki" , (;1I, hi ,,~, C""t"" , l<> Ed ..... ar d Carri" .::ton, Provid,' ", ·,·, \hrd , 4,
Illli It:i1rri ll ~ tun ( :"11I- .-li,, ,, ) ,

1:'S,"mll' l R ,,, ,, 'l!. ( :""',,n, tt> Ed a ,d Canill '!'ton, Pru ,'id<:- IIC" , Nov<:- mt...r 0 , 18 1'1.
1H rnkir,,'" C".• Calltu n, to Ed ar d C" " jIlKlOn, r ro" idclll"<:- M ar,'h " 18 17

l i bid .). Of " 011 1"·, ]' 1" , 1.. ;1" $: l:oml';l n }" ~ trad,· h;>d <:ro ..... n MI ,;,o llllt;oino,:s th at
( :" , h;lIK"" , ill tl... I'm",'" "f ,i ddill !>t tI,,· firrn of it, ,""nm, ;" i"n hu~irw ~~ alloR..lh..r.

" ~ I'LTV T j ,." ,-k,'\ , I' ro ..idnll'l· , to Ed " 'in T j ,·"',k.... C,w ton, ,\ pril 27, 182 1
I!\io:htin,,;,!t'· J'·1H k," 1''' W r. , K I.It S. l.

made an a"..ignnwl1l elf h i.. pfllIM'rt ~ : ' I "

Appa rent lv hOi n k fll ptf ~ ind uo-d S lInw to go tn C hin;1 0 11((' auaiu
to atlt' mpt til provide for him-e-lf a n ti hi... I\~ o remainin g children.
on e o f whom . J ohn C u..h illg" S nnw. '«','m'" to have been m entally
deficicnt .!" T o h i.. dauu hu-r, Snow apparnltl~ devoted the a tl ecrion
that . under more Io rt unun- (·irnllll'tolll("(''', might IMH' \)('('11 shared
b~ h i.. onc e-la rge fa m ily. Thi.. tinu- Sno,\'" friend .. procured fur him
the office o f American COINI I. hu t lIt·...pin- t hi .. comparativclv a u-pi­
r iou .. IM·ginning:. S no w' .. b lack luck rominued. II ,' upparenrlv never
rt"all~ pro-p- red again. .\ s la te a" 1H4n. t he- c;n-at hong merchan t
Ho uq ua wro te J ohn P. Cu..hi ng-.

I have also been t~·inl! (0 a..,i ..t nur old friend P, \\". S110\\ to a
..ma l1 fortune. and have clpil;1I n,'" r-mplove-d (or hi.. aroount to
amount of Eigh ty T hn ucm d n"lIa", , ~~ '

How ever . on l~ fin' da~ ... la ter l saar- ),1. Bull . Carrington' ... ru-phew ,

wrot e from Canto n.

:\Ir. IR. B.l Forbes of tilt' h"IN' of R!u".;j'l1j & en, ha .. received
lem-rs to j auuarv 30 O'Tr land and is advi...-d of dlt, death of
Mr. Snow'.. dauchn-r. hu t a,y"t h.· ha- n"t inforuu-d ~l r _ s.as he
( :\Ir. F ) has been abse-nt . .. , Mr . :-'no\\ i.. no" in a, g"lId health
a.. lw hOI" been vinrv his arrival in China. ..tilllw is \\('ak iIlIM>d~.

a nd a ,· e~- littl, ' t rouble o r d i..app"intnwnt h rca b h im down a nd
f(,dul '"s Ilim rompl" ldy una h i., tn do any thing [.lie] - Pno r mall,
his (·()u nt~lIl<"tl h" f(' fl'd milt'll "Ylllpalhy for him. and fear thl'
r('sult nf this 111'\'" on him. T h is d;ltu::htt'f ha ' app<'a l't'd 10 be ti ll'
o nly th ing whirh l-ou ld illdufl ' ~I r. Snow to makt' any (' "n linn ,
,l.nd 111' Oftl'll "1»01... of hl'r wilh a ll ti ll' k l'lings of a Fa ther ,\h"
n'nt('n'd a ll bi , ha pp int·"" in Illi, wo rld, in lI\;lking tll'r ,·omfort­
ahle a nd happy. and in tl1I' 1'''I}lTt;l ti"n "f rl'l urnillt::: 10 .-\lIlt'rit-a
a nd ()( t'mlillg h i~ da ~ ' in Ill' r a rl11 ... - 11 \\01' a pka..un· In !lim to
th ink of Ill'r :uJd to ~ I)(' a k ,,( l1<' r tn h i. fri" lld.. :lnd I fea r tha t Ih('
ill\e lligt' nt"t' of hi.. 10\" may pn'\'!' hi.. d' ';lth hl,m Ill' h a~ h ll (

\,e lY l i tt lr ' l ' l H' lg ~ and h;1' ht"' 11 '" 1" 1Ig in lIIi. f,,' t lllw th" t I... C Ol

hear hu t lilt h-,

" ' Edward Ca rrj n~lO l1, I'm ,-id" II(<' , to S,... "u'[ W,·u llorr, N,·..... York, April 25,
Ifl:14 (C" rrillg toll ( :oll"" io ll 1.

' '' Sliow's r ~<:-nah l,. IlKk t", ld ,-"'u tlt' rI' , T t hdndir "pp..d ,on wa, lh ,. 0 11 1)' 01'"
of his ch ild lf'l' lo m rvi",' hi lii. IS,·" i' m ' ·id ,." • I' roh" t" R,'ro rd, Est,lt cs No. ,y . ti 1i s
'JIId _-\-62%. )

~" Houqu". Ca nton, 10 j ohn P. C",hill~, 1I" , t" ll, J UIl<' I , 1840 (" Howquil's
L" lh rhoo J.. , 1840- 181.\" : ,op)' in It , k"l I.ih t :, n , lI i1r\ ar d 1I 1I . i n r .~ Sr hou l l.



7" U ul~ 1 ~ '6ti J Bad I..I.-l in tnc China '1"111/r
.\ , In hi, 1 "" ''' l1i ; lI~ ( irrumst.tlw ,· I kil o" lIothill~ hUI he, a uuot

1M' ''' madr - IIIUn- 111,111 \ utlicin ll tn support h im, ,·lf and hi, family
.11 h " 1I 1l" - f ro lll ti ll' Anwrirun ( ;n \ n n ll ll' n t Ill' h ,ls 'WH" had a

(!'lIt ,. a nd hi, nlfin ' h,l, /?:i\t'1l him 1I11Il"h annovancr- the past 'Ta r

ant! It ("f'uld Iw nothing" mon- than j U,tilT that Cnll/?:Il"" , h;lllid
givt' him ,ollwthing.

I should Iw sorry In say 3l1ythinj.:: ,\ hir-h miuht " ;IIN' h i, friend,
a ny uJlt'a,i nt"'". bu t I fear Ill"willm-vr-r lea ve '~ lafao and I should
not 1)<· vurpri -....d if he should 1101 live- six month,.:.'!

That l Irr-ember ~ 1' 1. Hcuq ua '- H lt f' th at ··.... e" had " fitt ed out
:\Ir. SIIO\\ as \\(,11 as fOl! ld be (,"pl'j "lt'd " a nd tha i he hoped SilO....
ha d ('n o lll.:h 10 su p po rt him-elf com fortnh lv.~~

I.It:" li, tn t ,for t ~I' Uniu-d Stat ('~ lau-r til;lt ~('ar 01\ the I"1lIptlTfliJO,
a rfl\"lll,l.: III ,\ ('w \ or k on Februa rv 5, 1fH I, hut 111' wa,~ bad in C hina
in liB:!, still alive tlwlI gh a ilin g-~ :' and still insolvent, Sho rtlv there­
a fter SIlO\' 'ailed for home for rbe la, t tir nr-. He d ied in Pm~'id('ncc
~ Iay 7. ISH . virtunll v pnlllik"", ~'

:-'now's ,~ n.·a t~t comribunon to the historv of thr old China trade
lie-s not 'iolJ mu ch in his own rorunu-rce , which certainlv was never
i m~in~: ~Jllt ra the-r in h i-, work a-, Unit ed State- coneu]. During the
~JplUm. (,rN' ~If 183Y--1O: SIl<~W d id. ~ "LJnMn work dl'''pite his ph ~ s i cal

lIlfi m lltll" , hI' ro mmerr lal dl-..a ppcJllltnll'llh and hi~ ('mot ional calam­
iti(', . For Ihl' most. part Ill" rq )orted to thl' State Dq>artmr llt rt".l: lI larl ~

and full~ • .,o n1l't hlil,!{ ft- w nmsll l" ~ in n' thl' ea rl\' IR~O~ had botheced
abou t. '

Unqul' st iolla bl ~ thl' 1ll,,~1 dcm anding: t a~k of SmJ\\ 's olTi,-ial ("an' ("
wa~ ,hI' han dling of tIll" ddi{'ah' ~ i t lla l io ll whil-h f('sultl'd f(lllowin~

,he fon finnTwnt of tlJ(' !'Illire fon' i~n comm uni1\ ,II Canton h\- the
famtlu' ..( :1'mmi" iollt'C" I.in ' I·"o("-h, ii. ~.~ The •.( :fJI~ml i" ion l" c" nrdcrt'd

~I I ),1, Hull. ).h ..ao, 10 EtI.. ... rd Cart;nt[lon Jr. Prm ';d..n.... J un.. 6 18 -10
Carrinllll"" Colk.-l;" " l. ' "
~~ lIou 'l "" . 10 Ron.. rt Br nnr t " o r l>o'. , 1),·..... "I>o:r 2 :1 . 1 8~ 2 " lI o.. q"a' , 1.,. 11.., _

h"o l"

~"_ \ Il " ' 1\ 1Il ol h"r pruhl... " ., ," now su IT,'n'd -e fl" ttly fro ", rh"lu"; ' li, m JO hi. I... ' ..r
'ran • ..., "'ud , ' " thaI 0"" wrlln nOI... lh a t 1\1" ,howr d " [in ]" indina tion ,o k av..
hi, '''a t ,It .Ill' lim.. 'Iud ,. [wa ' ] a . ingul..fl \ rli.lIl ni li,·d an d r,.. ..rvt'd " Aid ...1_
ha hilu alh "' ,1 1,' <1 ill JI" t.. a. it w'·r ..... (G id,'un ~Y" . PrkinJi t ht Goal, t ht S ol.. Hopt
,,! Ptat t \ C '''' l o n . 1 8 i ~'' , I'_ 18.

~ ' I'ro\' id,'",-" I' rohal " R....or d•• En 'll< ' ~o , ,\ . ti2:lti.
. ~:' Pr~hahh Ih,: ho-. I tr ..alTll.." t of Ih;. '"alwr is 10 bt- found in H, in.pao Chan!!" .

(.""'",u"o"" 1.,,, Gnd tilt VP/l"" War Call1h ridlll... . )'1,,« ,: fh n,a rd U n;, ·.... it"
PT...... I tj.. ~ - ,

the foreil:: IJ('C" surro unded and isolan-d in thr-ir fartori,.... hold ing them
as ho,t ag-I'~ for the opium aboard rhr- nume rou-, Iorr-iun vr-,.....·I,
engaged in the for bid den drug t rade ofT the coo-a. Ultimatel y th e
narcotir W iI ' surrendered and the fon 'igll rommunitv n-len-ed. but
I.in·" dr--trurtion of the :W,:!9 1 r hectc of opium wort h ....-vcral m illions
of doll a r-, and t hr- term-, [u- .....t for t he re-cum pt io n of n,101M! COIJlIlH'f(,('
made it il1lp" ", ihk for thr 8 rili. h ' " I'olltinllr t rad ing-, Therr-Io rc.
Hriu-h me n hantc ant! \'1" '0( ,1 , left thr - ( :a lHnll r-ctuarv ;IIHI anchor...1
nut-ide the river.

Althuu uh trade had olTiriall ~ o;toppn ! ht·tw....n t ill' Hrit i-h and
Chine-e. nu-nhnnt-,of both nation , dl"'pnatl'!y want I'd In do hu-inr -,-.

Indeed, rnanv were rh rr uu-ned with e- normoue 1(",'1'" if the hO\ T"U
\\'T[(' ro ntinu;'d, .

The Auu-r icans , wh' N' .l.:'0 \T rn mc·nt was uninvolved, complied with
l .in's r-onditionv an d tlu-n-al ter acted ;! ' intermediaries. 'Flu-v loaded
Hriti-h guod " outcidr thl' river and fer ried them "" Illt ' ..... ·\'1' 1;1\ mil,"
upriver to \\"ham pna Reach , where ti ll" Chine-e helped th,:m di- .
( ha rge their (""TgO<"'. Then I hl." ~ loaded China ~(lod, for th e return
trip til the wi-l il ing British chip- outside . Thl' tr adt, prtKTl'dnl fl"\('r­
i"h l ~ from th l" time of tht· rd t'a --e (Jf thl" f(Jr(" i ,~n ("OIn mU!lil\ unti l thl'
a rn \·.ll Hf thl ' Briti<'h mil itary forn ":' ill Ih(' ('arh ~unmlt'; of 18·UI.
During I h i ~ pnilKlthl." n"t oc'frr ig-hting- g-ood, lIp~i\'l'r often n l"t'ed..d
the cost of , hipping" thl' same cargo from Europ... to China . CUIN"

q uetlt ly, man y Yanke t' nwr(hants [('apnl fortulle~ .

,\ llum lM'f of :\m('r i l" a n~ pu rcha,,, l! , hip" from the British, \\ho
were under.;talltlahly ea ,~,· r In "I'll aher 'rack wa~ r tlt ofI. T hl'''o('' ~hip~ ,

wit h !In, namt'o; and a IIt'W fla g-. thell IllTlkd .\n1l"cil-'1II papr in
IJrdlT to tr ;ult-. B~ rl'CO~nilin g tht, duhiotl~ k gali l\ of thl ' purch a ·',
Snow t"nn mca!.:oo th i~ tmllk and \\a, nJundh cri licill'd fllr "() dol in!.:
hy "!."\ eral Illll;pilrt icipal im~ .\mt·r ie m t r"dl'~, HO\\I' \Tr ill('gal thi,
("t'm mC'H I' ma~ ha w htTIl . it .;an·d th l" IBJY--Hl It ·;t ( TOP for th..
wnrld markl't, prt' \Tntctl many han krtlptdl's and ITMIlt- " number of
.\meriran fortullI" at a tillle whl' ll thl' Unit ed Stah" wa~ ill thl' troll" h
of tilt' d l'pn'~~iotl of IB37-·U. ~1 ()n'o\Tr , through Snow 's ()pp()~i ticlll -~o
,he mon° J)l'i\n lllian of Lin'" t('rm ~ , tilt' ..\ mericall' won nlllr..~~iolb .

SIlOW\ (fi til" al..., atlarkt'd him fur ' uppres, ing !wliti ' JII" to illl'



T H E P.-\REI\T:\CE OF \\' 11.1.1 :\;\1 HILLI X G S,

EARLY PEWTER ER O F I'RO VIIlE XC E. R. I.

~"Jmq,h Co"l i d l('~, a f'ulo rful a nd most l"<lnl rovn, i.. l lIu-rf'ha n t, rl'l)Ortrd Ihal
Snow hilll sdf p un ·h a_,, ·d a t l,-a st 01 1<" Br il ish H"d whi,-h h~ promptly " na t i,," al ized"
lo r u St' in tlll" r in ' r trad,'_ H"w " v ~ r , Of,.. llI a~· do uht Ihal Snow's finanei "l condi lion
wo uld ha n· IJ,' rr" itt,·d h im 10 h,, ~· a nylhin~ so ,·xIJ"nsi",' a t that rinu- I H~ard

I'a l" ·", Ha l n Lilm ,ry ) .
~; H"th ,h I· d ,,,rg... ,,,, d Snow', dd..nsr' a n ' to he found in th .. Chjn ~u R~po ,ira r)' ;

'n- '"'l',·,' ially J a tl"M~ all d hlll U''')" tllll l, pp. 'H 6- 1i ll .m d .'i:!'l -:' U ,

by C 11\ I'lLES w. F _,,, ~ II .' ... , J-" .:\. S_G.

h IH:\,H\\·( :\ , ; tIll' Ortllber I~n9 i""t!l' of Th l' X nt' r.;" gil/lid J1 is/oricnl
all d (;ffl l'{/Ioginll Regil/"' . 'ht" \\ riter\ attellt iun wa~ ,-aught hy noh's
( p , :).1 8-9) I·OIHTfIlin.l!; Ih l' fa mil y o r an utllrared W illia m Hillin!,,..... ,
coOpt'T, of Pro\' idl' lll e , Rhode !- la nd , amollg wh o"!' r h ild rell was a
William Billing", .If.. falllOU' a, all earh .-\ uwrica n IW\\tl't" makel
of Prll\idl'IK\' .

Chiuee .gO\-e rllIlH'nt prolt's tin ,g th e river Iradl' . ~!1 It should he noted.
howt-ver, thai the hong merrhant-, refusl'd to accept suc-h pe titions.
and sinf( ' thl' y wert' the sok channel for runuuunicating with t he
Chinese aut horitics, there was littl e Snow cou ld do. Thus. Ihe cri ticism
lo"t's mur- h of its fo rce,

T he trut h is probably less damaging ttl Snow, HI' was g-etting old,
and if he was guilly of such im pn.prk-ties as thusr- with which he was
charged, it wa" <urt-lv II'S" t he result of tur pit ude than of overwork.
infirmitv and misunderstanding. Cert a inly, for the time thai he was
in China, he d id thr- hl"~t job of kl'eping Wa,hin g-to ll informed of
im port a n t drvclupnu-nts of any consul in the historv of that sa d ly
neuk-c u-d po~t. H e did nu t fa il III report the exis tence- of thr- lucrat ive.
if illicit, river trade 110ror his OW II art ion in g-ra nt illg- " pas",'~" to ships

Ilewly purchased by A mericancitizens. H ad he been kllow in,gly ,guilty
of sorrn- ill,'gaJity . why should he han reporte-d his rrimc'' "

Prohablv a kind er judgment or SIlOW is in order. H e was a most
unfortunate man, wrac ked with illness, [ailurc and dea th , The office
of United State" consul m ust haw been a grl'a t burden to him, hut
lu- apparently did his best by it, and his hr-st was considerably bet te r
t han nur-t o f his pl"l'dclTssnr,, ' ,

1961i ] T hl' l'mt'II/a ,!;!' of W illiam Hillillg:> 01

Tha t t h i ~ roOpeT W illia m Billin ,C;~ di d han' a -am William i~ r-vi­
de lit from gua rdia n-hip pr(lceeding~ for the father on :I I j u ly 1026
ill which the son was named ,guardian . an d on 21l April IB211, when
the son was named administrator after the father's death.

U nder the notes devoted to Willia m Billing" jr. , in whic h tit' is
itknt ifit'd a" the PrO\'ideIHT fJl~ \\l tT maker, his death is listed in
Pa wt ucket. Rhode Isla nd , 19 j une I IlI :!, ill his -l6th yea r (J a nw,, :.'i ,
Arnold I ' i t l/I R ec ord of R hode I slnnd v. 20 , p. ..'"I i f! ) o r in J uuc 18 12
( PrO\'id l'nn ' . Swan Poin t Ce metery record ) , Oh\' iousl y the W illiam
Billing, w hn d ied ill 1111 2 o r IB I :~ could nOI haw heen the Wi llia m
J I". w ho wa" adminisuator for his father ill IH2H_

.-\ ,\lilly of Providence records supports the rom lu-ion that it wa s
the pI'wlner \ \"illia m Hillin1--"" who i" buried in Swan l'uint Cnlle(t'n
under the da ti' j une 1BI:!. the "<HTH' \\" illia m identified !l" the PI'W­
tervr in an a rtic-le em an tiques in the /lrH/olI TrlllllIri/J/ of H AUgll"t
193~f with the notation "active 1761l-1Il Ia.':

:\ clue to \\" illia lll \ parentage wav found in volume fin' of Provi­
donee T own Council Xotes of the date I December 1 78 : ~ , w hic h
slated: " William Hi ll in~, no w in his Ifith year, the son of lr-habod
Billings" ho has lx-cn absent from thi s town upwa rds of In years,
moct of th e rinu- unhea rd of. ap peared tJl'fo ]"( ' the T ow n Council ami
cho~e hi" mother, :;" If"". ;"fen·y Bill ings, 10 be his ,gua n lia n,"

Ir habod Billings ( W i ll i am ,~ Ehen e/:er , ~ W illia m! ) was a "I'a cap­
ta in of :'\C\\porl and l' ro \·idl'nn ' . Rhode Island, who wax born in
STonington . Connr-rt icut. l ."l june 17:!1 ( Richa rd A. W heekr, lI i,­
torv of Th r Trnrn of Sto7lin ,!!.toll , p 2:Hl)_ .\ brot her of lchabod.
Ik-na ja h Bill i n ~s , \\a" a l,o born in Stuninuton I:! April 1711, an d
he is prohahly rhe Hr-najah Billing", Providenc e shopkeeper. wh o
joined with l chabod in witnes~illg the will of William Donni-on .
Providence hlorkma kcr. dated I St'p telTlbn 17fi-l.

C aptain Ichabod married .\I er r y or .\larr y (, pd k d bot h wa \ " )
Rh ode", dau g-hter of Capt, Anthon v Rhodes (jo hn,~ Joh n." Za­
r ha r ia h l

) and his \\ife, Eliza h('\h ( ( :ra nston ) Rh()(k~ , "lUI \\-a" Ih,'
daulZhter of Capt. SalTllll'i Cranstoll, ,gra m lda llgh tn of G m Trn or
S:llTllH' l Cra n~ ton and ,g reat-,granddaughter of CmT!"llOr John Crall~­

ton of :'\t'\\port. She ma rried Ca pt. :\ nTholly Rhodes a" the \\idm\
of Thom as :\ rn old of :'\\'wport. T ht' Pr01·id ,'IIO' (,' f/ : el/c is''II\' of ~ I
:'\"m'elllhn 11l16, nTonkd thl' death (,f \ Iarcy Billings, widow of

[J ulylkul l .ucl; ill tilt' Chill a TradeHO
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Capt. lch abod, in her i5t h ~t·" r. SIU" i, buried in Swan Point Leme­
la~ ill a mao-oleum in \\ hich ;11I01111'1' '011 • . \ lpht" lI' Billinl:" hi" wilt"
and fillll ih are interred.

\\' iIliam Hillino-. hi, t\\l1 \\ in " and two ~ntlnl: children an- hurled
in Swan Point ( A'nW(('n in the Fir-t Con~r('galionill Church sec­
tion . ' I'hI' fir-t wife, .\Iil t" , \\<1' born I .\ lII:U"" 17i O and di t"tI;) J une
I i~I~1 anti William married hr-r ,i,tC'f . \ nlt"~, both d allgh tt·I' of Ezekiel
and .-\ Iin ' ( \ \"hippll' Burr of Prm-idelKe :!B X ovember 179~1 ( FiN
( :" l1 gfl'galinl1 al C hurrh rITortl, )..\ml" ~ du-d in Pffl\,idt'nn ' 16
~L. rr h 1!l:J1i. agt'd 7!1 ~ t"a l', In Iht' ~1I11e plot are . \n J(" ~ Hillings,
\\hl ' died in j unc IBI:! a nd \,' illiam Billing' , I lilt' vva r old, bot h
r h ildn-n flf W illiam a m i .-\ Iin'.
Anw~ Billings left a will ( I'ro\'ideIHT W ill Book 17, p. -,"I I:! ) in

which shl" left S:!.'"l to \I a ry <:. Hillings. duuuhn-r of her hu-band's
hn II her .\ lphcu« . an d $1 ( I( ) II I ~ I ary Ann Billings. duuuhtcr l,f .\ mey\
m-plu-w , J ohn R. Billings. Sinn' a '-/ 1/1 of William and Alin ' ( Burr)
HiIlinl.{s would lx- .-\ mn'" m-phr-w a" w('11 as her slt'IN'1I it ca n 1)('
a-vunu-d that Jo hn R. Billin,::> was anothe r ch ild of William. T Ill'
St'anwn'" Prorer tive-, (T ht' Rhode leland H istorical Soe ic,t y) for
I HO~ 1 li-t ;\ John R. Billin!::, . a!::c' l Z, horn in Providence.

.\ 11I1'\ '" will named her ru-phr-w , J amt '" \\"ht'atoll of Providence a"
he-r eXl"fu tor . Proha h l ~ .I;U11C< ' IIllltht'T. \lar~ IIr Polh-. \\ho IIiI'd in
flrm 'idc'nn ' in lRI3 in ht'T 4-it h ~t·;\r. the wife of Ca pt. Benjamin
W lwatlln. wa' a dall!: lut'T of Cap!. Ithal)lxl and \I n n ( Rhool"')
n i ll i n~. T h(, I ii-l Prm ·idelll t' n'n,us li..ted Ichahlxi with Iwo fl'ma lt"'"
undt'r !ii. \\h i(-h (lI uM lean' 0111' d,lIll~hll'r II ntr.Ht,d . \,'ht'n .I<tlll l""
Whl',.lon di("d in 1ft/}9 ill I' fo\'idence. hi" will hc:q uea llll'd ;1 hou S("
;llldlot al 1R .-\ rnold Sl rec·l. PrO\'id(,Ilc(' , to ~ l af': .\n ll Hilling-; " who
rl'"idt·, with me a nd i'" Ill ~ "eCtllld Hnl,in."

There ' a n' nllmt"rous dl'nts in I'r m·ilk lllc· for \ \"iIliam Bill i n~. One
till :!-l .-\pril IRO I point.s up Ihl' Billin~ rela lionship" , In it W illiam
Hillin!::s of I'rm idc' nl't'. pt'wtnc ' r ,lInl roppl'f"'lni th, for .:SO tllll\T \ t'd
to his hrol lrn . .-\l plwlls BillinL."'. ;\ lot on the \\ r "t sidt' Ilf Iht· r i\'l'r
11( ';lr l Ilt" l"Oa(1 Il'adill~ tl' I' lainliclll. ( :lHl IllTl iell!. and Iwar IJop kin,
SlnT!. II i, wife..\ llln Billilll.':s, , id dt'd her dowl'r right s.

.\ n arti r le on J'm\'idt' IHl' Ill·\\ lt·I"I·I.... 11\ Charles ..\ , C.l1der ( R hodl'
I "mId Il ili m irill So/·il't.\' Co/ln limn , \'. 17, p. i~ l 1924 ) sllt'ds some
lil.: hl Oil tilt' ;ll ti\·i lit·' of W illiam Hillin!.:'s. It CJ " ott'd t lw follnwin!!;

advert i-emeu t w hkh appea red in the I'w l'idl'llli' (,'tl :flJI' of ;) Xo­
ver nbc r I i ~lI: " \ \"illiam Hillin )..."' , pewterer. coppcr-mirh and brazjer,
0 11 th e M a in ~lrc' t'l, Providence , near till' Jo't'ph and W iIli.11ll R u-eell
storl' and dirt"{ t1~ oppo-itc Col. K lli!!;hl Ik xtl"f, make.. and S("lIs all
kinds (If pewtt'r wa re, wa rr a nted a" g-olKI a' ITMdc' in thr- town or
co u n trv."

T he Ga:rlt e c,f IR \l areh I i9i pr inted ; "william Billin!!;s. pt.\\_

t~rl'r. coppersrnuh and brazier. on ~l ain 1'l 1r1 "('1 di rectl y oppo-itc ,\ Ir.
Nath an .-\n!!;d l and two doo rs south of tlu- hold inn fumlt' r1 ~ kepi
by Col. Knight D exter a nd now by .\lr. I n'''l.'ph Holmes. makes a ll
kinds of pt·\\ ter " an', warranted gt'nlli llt, and g-IK>t1. a t whoksak ­
or retail."

And 011 10 i\" (Jwl11 lwr I i~18: " W illiam llillill.I.{" and J o il Danforth.
J r.. pcwn-n-rs , ropl',' r-;milh" and braziers. inform til(" public tha t the ~

han' r-nn-n-d a part lwr-;h ip under rhc name of Billings and Danfort h
for the pUfJXN' of larr~ in g out the ahlJ\T branch-s nf hrr , in('s.s at their
shop a fl'w dO(Jr-; north of thr- Bapti-r nw(·tinL: hOlJ"I" as wr-ll as 01114' 1"
kinds of pewter. hra..s a nd cop per wan'."

The art icle staled that on the de ath of .\ f r. Danforth S Septe m ber
IBO I ~ Ir , Billing, conti nued to car~ un the hu",im'" unt il 1:1 .\ pr il
1806 whe-n he offen-d hi, -hop for sale.

Example' of rhr- ,)(· \\t(· r work of ~ I r. Billiug-, arr- in t hr- po,'t'"ion
of Thl' Rh'Kk ' , lau d H i...tori(-al S!Kit"ty .1Ilt! in pri\-att· eollc·etions.

The carrt'r of .\ lphc·II ' Billin.g-;. brolhnof W iIIi.un . i, tran'd in Ihl'
R hode I llattd nio.~ra/lhi( IlJ Cyclopedia p.91 , Ill,m J I ~ I,\rch Ii i:!.
in Pro\"idt"m ('. Ill' It'arned Ihe tradt" of hailer al an e;lrh 'H~ e. In 180R
hc' wa '" apptli l1l t'd hil.:h ,hnifI and '-("n 'l'd umi l IR I I wht'n hI' enga!:t't!
in Ihl' L.'T(KT r~ h u, im'"' ' fif'1 in partnt 'I'hip wilh I.lllhn .-\ in"won h
an d la l(''f \\ ith ( ;t'or gc' Wt'etk n. T he fiml \\a, di,.... ,hnl in IHL"j and
for two ~ea", thl' husi ne,s \\as ca rried on with hi, .... '11. Ethd bf'rt
Rhod l'''' Billin~". ;1' .\ . Billing... ,l nt.! So n. fi e " ftt'f\\anl \\<1" renamed
high sheriff. a [>i() ' l'n-inl: a, \'oroner anti ju, t i, I ' of 1)I·a,,·.

\ , 'hcn Prm idt'IHT \\;IS ilHofJ)llraled in JiLl:!.. Ill" wa" a r and ida te
for ma y( II" and \\ as dd t'a tn l hy Sa lllud \ \' . Bridgh;1Il1 . Ilw fil" l incum­
bent , hy l;-lO n >lt·s. During- the ad mini,;tra tion of ( ~ (I \, . J oh n Brown
Francis hI.' ' (T\,ed '-/ 'n'l"a l ~ t'a rs in Ihe Rhol.k " lantl Senale.

lit' married L~ d i" ~I a ll n Carpt' lltt'r, daughlr r (If Ul i\T r an d \ lar ~

( Randall) Carpl: ntcr. 0 11 8 .\ Ug:U' 1 I i~n . .\l l' lwlI' died R J aJlllan
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Ill:,!. and his "ift, du-d I ~ J lll ~ IHl iR aged 93. Thc~ had lour rhil­
ellen : Elhdbnl Rhod t"... Billing.... h. ~'l ;" l a ~ 179--1- , d. 12 JU IIt' 1881 ;
Alpheu-, Cn rpenn-r Hillin,!::", h. 31 )' Ia ~ 1!9? d. H S.,·p IClll lw f 1862
( hurit'll i ll Lo ndon ) : ~ la r ~ Ca rpenter Blllm!.,,,,. h. h Jllly 1808. d .
unmarried I :l :-.;, '\ em ber IRi7: and Hcnrv Leona rd B illi l1 ~s. h. 22
.\ ug:u"t 1H 1',L d. J I .\ pril IRH .

..\ Iph(' " ",', ... -n, Et he-lbert Rhod," Billing". cnzaecd in the general
ror nmiv-ion h u"ine"" in :\"('" York Cil ~ for a t ime. In IR.16 j oseph
l Ia nne-, a Germ an merc hant, married Ethc1hnt 's da ught er. Cat h­
erine. ;IIHI in I1HO Ethelbert and hi, <on -in-law beca me importers
of Germ an !::IMl<b. with a -rore in :,\,'" York. In 184 2. with william
U, Arnold . 'hi" um le, Eth elbert e-nu-red the woo l b u-inc-,s. com inu­
in~ until IR5li wIWIl 11(' ca rried on a brokeracc and romr nie-ion busi­
ne-« . He \\<1 " om- of the Ioun der-, of the Proridence Daily l l rrald.
when Ethelbert die-d ill IR8 1 he left h i", esta te to hi" gra nd .....m, Dr ,
Frr-demk (};UlIW . a well-know n ;'\ew York ph v-ician. Dr. Dannr,
thc la-t of hi", line, dit-t1 '17 ~ I a r\ h 190:) in ;\c\\ York,

OL~ EY WI ;\sOR'S " ~ I E~ IOR;\ ;\ D LJ ~ I"' O F

T HE GKE,\ T f1l'RR IC.-\;\ E OF S[ PTE\l BER 2J, IRI5

loy W1LU \ N c . !o.ld .o n ;H L1"

Prof....or of I l i > lO r ~ , BTo..'n L'n i\,.·" i l ~

Tif f . nll. I .O W I:" t ; ACCO l ' :" T o f tht' Gr ea t Gale which tk\·a..tat l'd la rg:('
a re;I'" in I' rm ·id('nn · on S" plt"mhn 23, 1815, wa" found \Hille n on
till" Ih k ;IH s " f ;\ \ 'Olu llH" in tht' J ohn Ca rter Brown Libra~ at Brown
l ' ni\';'", il\ , T he \'{ IIU!lll' \\a '" m...wd b~ Ol ney Will"or , E"C] , ( 1753­
18:17 ) flf '~ " rt h I' rtl\'itlt'n ' l" an d thl" " ~ It'lllo ra ndllln, " as he t illed it .
i" und llllbtc'dh in h i" ha m!. Tht' hoo k, wh idl lla '" " 0 . W ifN lr's"
\\ri W'!l in ti lt: salllt' ha nd on its tilk pa ,ge, i", t ht' t hird \'Illume of
I q ; l( ' It ll kll"'s , I Clzllrr h lI i ,I01l' of .\'f w·E ng(lUld E., lo lf lil1.l!. fTom
liHJ /0 l iWi, Con/I/ iuiu:; . 171 . 1(:ClllWI nf t lz,' Rc!l,r; iorlf "If/,jin of 11z /,
e mll/ l Tl', 1/7/(1 of ()N"" ,'lioll l TllI'Tl'i Jl 011 Rd igioli I , Jamm U; wi l h
1/ P(/Tl i>lIl rlT lI i l /oTr IIf Ihl' I: al l/ i.l/ Cllllnhn i ll Ih r F i l '(' Sta i r s of
.\'n l' . l ,,·uj;,lmrd ( Bo~to l1 , 17!lli ) . So far a'" is known , thi", fi",thand
a("{'Oll lll hy ;111 t'yn\itnt''''''' of th a t [all1ol!" hli rr irarH' has 11('\l"r Iw(ore
b('('n pr inh'd ,

.\ffmOT(wdliIT/

On Frida~ nighr Sq )lcmhn :!:!d IH I~1 W ind ;'\ .F.. rai ned ron-id­
erablv. Satu rdav ~l orn in,1.!: 23d W ind E. rained mode ran-lv. bet ween
7 & 8 o'clock \ \ 'ind shifted to S.L. ami blew ill H urr icane. ra in
mod erated : hut W ind incn-a -cd until betw een I I & 12 o'chx-k, whic h
drove a T ide into I'ro"idt'nn ' Rive-r, of a Iwil.': th IWH'r known <ince- its
first -cnk-mrnt . The W ind then <hifn-d into the S.W . &: it.. violence
abated . and the Tide rececded with about the <arm- rapidity that it
had ri-cn for two hours before. Thi- wa '" at lea..t half a n hour befo re
high " ';lter, In calculation . The t ide wa.. said to be 8 or tell feet
h i~her t ha n n ~r known h~ the old e-r peN JII li\ 'ing. T he lowe..t pilrl"
of the T own wert- int in-lv inunda ted. indeed the T empe..t drove the
\ \' a te", through the Strect.. like a St'a ,

[ \'ery \"f"~1 in th e ha rbour eXCI' pt tWI) w('n" driven from th eir
mo orinc-, on the wharvc-, into the Strnt"', ,~ into th e (:O\'c above the
Bridae ~ hich the~ dernoli ..bed in their ~I"'..a~l' . 35 Sail on the Shore
of the Cove wit h " 'n'ck" of Hou-c-. Stor t'S and pro pertv of ('\'c~

de--criprion . to a va..t amount, Mil l Brid ge \\ a ", forced pa rt lv off i ,~

huttrnen ts pa, ..a ble onlv b~ foot , Ind ia Brid ge de-t roved. an d muc h
injurv done therr- to H ou-c-. Ston''''&c, and t\\ O pt"N'JIl'" were drowned
there, viz David Butler and Ruclx-n \\' ill,l o\\, who were the only
pt' f'on" who I"..t their Ji\T S in Providen ce. \\ hir h wa '" mirac ulou-,
indeed consida inl.': t he \ ,"ind , thr- "lide an d tha t th(' a ir & St Tl1.'t'" Wt'f('
filled with the wreck of h uildin 1-"" r hinmu-s &c. Fl'w !)('N'ln" \\( ' re
materially injured. T Ilt' dest ruction at Edd ~ '" point W:h n ry gn"at,
man\ H OIl-.e" and StOTt'" demoli..hed . T Il(" \kt't ing H OLN ' of tht '
2d . 'Bapt i"'t Snt' icty intirdy (k"t f(J~ I'd the foundat ion of \ I r.
W illiams' ~1 (Tti ll~ Hou:o.t' mll("h in jured , Th(''''l' 11 0 11"'1' ''' \\ere "ituatcd
Oil th t' margin of the Con ' ;'\"orth of Edd ~ '" Poin!.

T Ilt' \\' indo\\'''' of the ~hTt ill C: limN ' of tilt' fip.t Bapt i"t Su(' in ~

W('f(' much inju red, hu t ih loft y Spin' , to t ilt' astolli"hml'll l of all.
It'I'll l hf'Ted th e Calt'. Th(' SlOTt's at t ill' Iwad s of tht' " ' ha [rJ\ l'''' on t ill'
East side of the Kin r \\,('ft' g(' 1H ' ra ll~ d(,"'tro ~t'd or m uch injured . It is
estima ted tha t ahout :JOll huildi n,C:s WtTt' tl('" tro~('d, (I I' lILat t' ri illl ~

in jured, The amoLlnt of proP( 'rt y d l 's l rn ~ t'd wa '" at fir"'t by ll1al1~

estima ted at frolll O llt' \l illioll to " Ill' ~ Ii lli l)n a nd a n half o( Dulla !"",
hut aft('r more time to forlll jLldg-l1l('nt . it i", nlll "'upp'l"'l'd to l'xct'cd
half a ~ [ill ioll Dolla rs. Yet m <Lll \' I,,"'t tlwir a ll,

T ht' " 'ind t'xtt'mit'd far intn 'tlll' COlllltry , la \in g pro"'t ra te Sht'(k
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Barns, some lI ()u ~es , and va-t numbers of Fru it and Forrest Trees.
E\'n y Town O il , or near the Sea. Ir om :-'la"qrhll-eUs to 1'\e\\-Yor k.
eXpi-'ril"IlITd the Gale and more or Ie"" suffered b~' the Tide . T o the
\ \' estward of Connec'ricutt Rin.. r. the Galt- was not so violent. hut the
Ra in was mort- abundant. for scnTa l hundred .\ Iiks r arrving off

Mills. nri d .~l'S . &c.
The \\'ra thn was nTy fine after the (;alc for a lon _~ time - no

Rain of an y con"f'fJ ueJl(-e for ~n day s.
O n examination of the H isto ries of the Countrv I find that IwO

\Try H igh tides arc mentionedc-. viz ..\ .n. I f):l :) on Saturday l Sth
August. .\Iorton s X ,E. Mr-morinl Pa ge 103: 1Iolmes' American
Annals Page :283. Holmes givcs an account of another A .D. 1724.
These accounts more particularly relate to \I assa rhusetl s Bay and
Plymouth. bu t say tha t the Ind ian s on Narragansett Bay informed
thai they had to climb T rees to avoid dr-structinns by the \Vatn in
l6:EJ. If so. the W ind cnuld not he so violent as the la te (;al{~ , for in
such a case Trees could be no securit v. Indeed in the late Gale a M an
c-ould sca rcc lv keep on his fect UpOIl the Grou nd, mu ch less form the
idea to ascend a tree for safety, when man y become prostra te arou nd
him. Therefore I concl ude if the Tide was as high. or nearl y so, as in
the b tl' Flood . the \\' ind must haw br-r-n far less violent .

If the Tide was so um-omonl v hi ,~h in Providence River in 1724.
it is \T ry s i n~u1a r that it ha-, not lx-cn. at lea-t . handed down by
tra diti on. for many a re now on the stat e who han' alway" resided in
the Town . ber-n ronvercmt with tln-ir Paren ts. G randpa ren ts and
other Fr ien ds. who then werr- of matu re a.~e & resided there a t the
time. As high T ides han- [n-qurntlv happened. the forme r nne wou ld
as naturally be handed down to Postr rity as the ~rea l Snow tha t fell
in thi-, Country previous 10 th at period , which ha ve been very
In-qur-n rlv mentioned to me hy my ancestors and other aged inteligcnt
friend". rven from infanrv.

Nnv. 16th . IHI.'i

P,S , J oh n \\"hippk of :\'0. Provirh-nc'e was killed by the fall or hi"
Bam the morning of the :!3d Srptcmher near his house , situated 011

the \ \"est side of l'rovidcncr- plain , about a \ Iik from Mil l Brid ge.
\\'{' had all unrurnmoulv fine & pleasant Autumn afte r the Gillt',

lit rk- or no Frost or Ra in to interrupt businr-s- (or ·HI or .i O da ys. of
('o u rsI' I brn·q "a~ "I'll secured. The followin g: winter was rat her
d n and morb-rau-.

Ot· T HE

lUI OIlE ISI.AI"\1l (; ]"KERAI. ASSEMBLY. 1787-1 790

hj " ' W I " H . P OLI S H OOK

D... parllll"" t of H isto ry, H u" tc r Co ll...S"

[co"li",,('d frulll .\ I"il, l !llili, p. 42]

THE \l ARC H 1713 7 SES SIO", OF TH E LEGlS I.ATl'R E~';

The Assem bly was for me d on Wednt' sda y morning [Xla rch H ].
when the public kilns were read , and a rornmittcc was appointed
as usual to report on such as requ ired the immed iate attention of
the :\""l'mbl y. In the ir report wert' co ru aim-d a let ter from the Secre­
tary of ( :ollgres,,, wit h a resolution for [('\ 'ising the federal ~UHrnment

[under the Articles of Confederation ] ; and letters (rom the Gnv­
crnors of Virginia and North-Carolina on the sam e sub ject . Upon
the motion ' " whe ther members should be appointed to repreSC'nt thi s
State in the [Federal] Convention propo-cd to be held ill Philadel­
phia 011 the second \lond ay of .\ fay , agreeably to the recom mcnda­
tio n of Congrt'ss, th e que stion was put. and it passed in the negat ive
bva ma jority of 23.~~ A-.; it was negatived (rom a professed regard to
the Articles of Con federa tion, it was proposed that an an should he
po-sed for as."l'ssing- thi s State's proportion of the Continental lax

. . bu t thi s was not aureed to, and the requisition was ag-ain referred
to a Iuturc "Cs."ion ,

:\ letter for tlu- Governor of the Commonwealth of .\ Ia''''at' hu :'>t., tts

~ONt"port Jl n ald , March 22 , 1787. In ,-dil;ng E tks's reports, I hav" "01'­
f('('\(' d tYI'0gf"ph icil] nro" and ma d, · cha"g", ",hich w.-r" lll'O'"ary for iI h.·tter
I'fl·.. ,,, tilti on of th... lI1il l" r;al, "sp,·ciall~· Chillll'(("< in " '1\1..." ,,(' , tru<: turc. O lht'r·
", i,,', th" dn..,mH"nts an' una lt("r r-d .

~ r ln Ih (" t('xt "'h,." ....·n Edcs rd(" rs to vol ..." a "d ddihn at iom ill th .. ..\ ' s('",hh '
wil hout ' I"Tifyi"g whe the-r in th .. "1" "'1' Uf 10''''r ho ",,' "f tIl<" kll:'i, liIt " n ' , h,' i,
dt? sn ih i" K Ih" pro('('edi"g. o f Ih" Inw'" houst·, Ih .. mo,t ;m l>orlan t hra"d, of
gO\'''''''''''nl,

~" Th<"f{, W" T<' \ ,,, ,,1\. nu-mbers in Ill... lown hOl"" uf th t, k lli,latul'('. th"
Ilu ,,"'- of Dq >llli , "'PT;" ""li"g th,' Ih irt y to w,", o f ( :,,,, k dn a tion R hod ,' IsI,. mJ,
,\ majority of tW"lll y,t hr ,-(', rhrrr fou ', w,,, sub, tilntia l. D urin g t he ,-" ti,, ' I,,,, ind
of rh,' , truggk 0\''''1' th r pap'" nrun.·y svstem a nd th(' Co", titu tiun uf 1711 7 th,'
voti"g stn'n glh of th(' C:oullt ry r a rt y ",",,("ra lly appro xir" a lrd tw..nty ~I o l','.w... r ,
th i, ma jo rity in th.. , ta t.. govr rnm .."t was ind inlli Vl" uf till" overwh r-lmino: support
accor ded th .. Countn' Pa rt v }".lw'Tn 171l1i a"d 1790. T h.. nll' r"i1ntil" party "as
so illI ('" mrt,-d tha t it ' was ginn th (' p.,joTa tivt' 1iI1wl of " Minority"

87
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\ \ a-, rrud. ilH losing: an an of the Genna l C ourl for apprehending
.'OlII11(·l)f th t· p rim ipals in the la te rebellion [Shays's Rebellion] " gains!
tha t g:U\'l 'rIlTll . ' n l . a nd it \\ <1_' moved that a n art should he passed
req ue-t iug th r- ( ;o \Trnor of Ihis Stak [John Collins] to issue a proc­
Iam.uicn for apprehending them if within this stall' ;::,' hut t he q ucs­
lion wa-, 10, ' hy a majorit} of ~2.3"

"' COmmiU(T appointed at a Con ner -cssion to inq uire into the
consideration of the public securities d ue from this Sta le now rc­
ported."! LIt foundJT hai Ilw notes \\ hie h had Iormerlv [been] issued
Oil an jllll'n'..,t of six pn (Tnt, pt." f annum." were g:in~n for m one)"
loaned to lt lwj gm('rnnwnt during the lat e .... ar for \\ag:es and depre­
riarion of [pav mcnt-, tuJ officers and soldiers of this ...tal c [a nd] for
debt ... due Inun the ronfi-cated estates and gove rnment. That the
110W", i...sued 011 ,III interc...t of fuur per ccnr.," were issued in pilyment

~~Tho' I..lln {rom Go'·..mor &,....doin ,....s th.. 'ubj....t of .....on tto....")" in irs
o"n rillht , The :-;......port r .... lllI;hlt>r. j acob Rir hardson. refused to d..li ...-r th..
kttrr to Go,,"rnor Collin. ho-....." .... th .. R hod e l.l and i{.w..rnor, in ...ccord ...ncl'
.... ith Sl.. t.. I....... " 'ould only 1'.1" 110.. p<>n"II" in p"p"r cunTnq-. R ichardson ,
hal-hod I" r.-drral authmili,-s and Congr..... insisl ..d on ;Jl"'Ci .. . 1'1011" conflin an d
,t. .ignifi~ann· are di..cu,...d in I r.. in II . Polisbock, " T ht' Collins. R icha rd son
fracas of 1;87 : .\ P.....lemin St at .. and f.-d ..ral R"la l iom O urin f{ th .. ('.onred ­
..ralion Era; ' H/'od~ JdQnd IJ i lTo, )'. \', 22, p. 11,.121.

3":'\01 ••nl ~ did th, - Rhod.. hla"d l..gi,I;t!un__ r..fus<· 10 f()opera t...... ith ~laua .

d'UOl'tl ' ill "ppld,,-ndillg the kadr, . of Sh3~s' Rrbrll ion. hUI on.. of Ih..lll. Dr.
SanlU,,1 Willard , attrndrd a Sl'Hion of th .. _\~...mhly and , auault..d in a
la,Tm :lhn 110.. Irl{i,lalur.. "djourr,,·d . For this "pisod.. , j acob Rir har doon
10 E""Il<''''r IIM"rd, ;';n'I>orl , !\I" u-h 20, 1787 , r..p'·u uf 111l' Co"lin .."..,1 Con­
un', 17i-l-Ii"t1", LU II' rs flOlIl Bach .. and lIaLard , Po; lma" " rs G..m·l a l. 171-1·
1188, :\f,,_. "110 ,· :'\:lli"nal .\nhiw'" \\' a . hinltlon, D _ Co, :107 ; S~u'P"'1 .\tnt"'. )',
~I:oTl-h 22, 178 ; : .. nd (;'-0111" K. ~f i no r , Th, l1 i l/OI )' of I h, fn J",,,u rio.u i"
•tl a H ar /' uu r I J , •• ( \\'or "' -' I..r , ~fa ," _ . 1788 ). IS 1- IS2.

~ ' T lw (:""",,ill"" 10 rt'poll on 110,· >tal.. debts "',U appo;nl ..d " I 110 .. L" I ..-..io"
of Iht" r;c" ..,al '-\ 'M' lIl h l ~' in 17RI,. It ....as ",ad.. up of four k..)· Ilu·",hr.. of 110..
Counlq' I'" rl)' n,;,litioo. Th"',,a, j o<.h n, Oli'·..r D ur k .., j uhn Sayl .., and j ona­
110" " J. 1I;o/;tTd of Charl"'I"...n, proh,,!>],' 110 ,· lIto, 1 importanl .poknman for
Il" 'I"'l",r U'OI\l') 1''''1) in Ih.. ""I" . 'Ih,' C"m",illl"", r..po,1 wa, of ..o",id..ra hl..
i,dl",·o",·. For Ihi, r...."m il ....;l\ llri" I"d in tI,.. "......,p"I'.... and ,n .. hru;,d,ilk ,
;",d di,lrih" I,-d Il>ro"'II I",,, 1 110 ,· ""I" . .-\ hruad.id.. \"'niun of 110.. rq>or! is ..on­
I;,ilwd in TIll' R ho d.' hJ..ml lI i" " rit-al So,·j"t)··s ,:ol1...·li"" " I hro"d,id... ,
#,\-101:1 -1 ; il is aho prinl,'d in Ban kl l, lI u QTdJ, X, 2:Hi-2:17.

;1~TI)(' 101,11 ,ulll of Ihi. ind ,·lIl..dlll·s' amuunl,'d 10 £-H1A87/ 1S/ 11 yo, . T lti.
lii{'"'' i, d"r;\-.-d lrum tab.,I:1liol" in Ih.. ,.igh t account books of Ih.. r;"n..ra l
T n ';",m ' r durulllt"lll;IlK Ih, - l;", <,o",u lidal;ulI uf Ih... r""'o luti.. ", ,,), d,·h l 01 Rh od..
h l,md. Tlw," lll;'nu.rript> iH.. d""ifi{'d 'lS L i, t_, of S ot ... I" " ..d fur Con.roli.
daling 110.. S....urili,·, I" un l frolll 110.. G..n... ,,1 T r..asun__r·s Otfi,· ... , Sl'p t. 1782_
j u", ' 1784. Rh",k bland Stat<· ,\ , chi' '' ' , 1Jh•.'kd f C-4.

of de bts due from [the] g:OH'lI1JlWllt in J 77i and pa-c-ed as money,
and in t h i_~ vi tuat jon suffe red a dq m ·t'i<l t ioll , T Ilt' rommim-c ob-a-rvcd
thaI some of the six pn cent . II Ul t'~ we-rt- gin'n for Continental mOl1e~

which wa-, paid out of the TT<,;t~ury to individuals. in w hose hands it
had _~n'a tl ~ depreciated. and t llt"~ wr-n- rlu-n-fon- of opi nion that all
t ilt' non-, gin."n Oil all inhT("'( of ~ ::\ pn o-ut . uueht in equitv to be
"uh jeCl 10 a deduc tjon ; hUI it was <aid in rcplv. and confe--ed. that
: th eJ governmen t had r('(('int! IIII' gold ami silver (If manv of the
holders of the '<'fu ritit'''. and tha t a-, t ju- note, had IX'('11 consolidated.
th e whole of them [in 17Ri J evprec-ed the real value of what had
been received h~ the public. :'\0 deduction wa~ therefore made from
the principa l -um, hUI an ar t \\ ;I ~ pav-ed ordering the payml'nt of
011 <:" fourt h pa rt of the principal and inn-re-t in the papn ('urrem'~

of th i- Stille. now pa,,"ill_~ at an arl..nowledgeo depreciation of <ix for
on e. and ~ubj('('til1g the holdr r-, of rhcm to a forfeiture (If that pro­
portion who <hall Ilcl:l:lt'ft 10 apple ami receive it of the Treasurer
within <ix wl'd,,, . ~ t T he intere-t o n the "';1111(' 10 ('ea'l:' from the n:-inc:
of t he _-\"""mhly , T he committee having re ported that the four per
(Tnt. 110tl"" ~hould hi' die-hargcd at the rate uf one pap<."r dollar for
to cxpre-c-d in the notes. an ;u't Wil' read for the purptN', hut objec­
lions arisine frum -orne of tilt' 1lI(J~t influ<:"ntia l <har:« H'P, in the pn"~·

cnt administration, and w110 are ho ld."" of Ihl''-(' k ind~ of ...·furiti(·~.
Ih is bill did nut pa~s t he .\~"I..·mh l ~ , hu t wa~ rdl' rn'd 10 their ("(ln~li l ·

ue llt~ togel her wilh;1 proport ion [prop(y.. it io ll?J made b~ ,he L"ppt'r
1I0 1l'l:', "thaI a nl1lllu illt'(· of t lm'(' JX' NJIIS Ill: a pptli nted to a~((-rtail1

a,'Th,- 10l a l amounl of Ihi. indd, l..dn ..... """'0' lu £H .15-HIR /'I, ; ibid_ Th..
at'Counllnll" of Ih.· Sl\ alld f"u' "<'I'.... r,' R bod,· !'Iand ,....u.ili... Io[i,·... , h..... and
in 110.. pr ..";"". nnll' r..r..r In 110.. )""'" .." d inII 17R-I . Sine.. II,.. , ..d, 'mplion of
110.. Rh od ,- '''and sl"l .. dd,t , 1;'lt,-d in 1101' .... in ln of 1781;-1 7R; . 110,' IOlal .urn
in Ihal )Tar was hiKhn. :\""oldinlo[ 10 ufliri,,1 ..;,kU(;,liom .."''''Ill in 17'10, lit..
, Ia l<' d ,-I,1 finall~ '''lIo"nl''d 10 i:1 5U,O/)U. or "pl'TO"illl",,-I) 'i 720,OOO, ht-rau'"
of ad dili,,1IS of pri",.i!,;,1 :md inl, -n·'1 aft... 1784

:H.-\, <hould lw "1'1);[u'nl frolll II,.. ;,bu\'! ' 1""1, R h" d,' I<b m l fa'Td 110,· "ill'"
I'm l,k m a, did Ihl' f,'d,'r,,1 ","\Tllltl"'UI ill 17"1) ",.,. , ",hrlh ... to n' d"em it .
rt" Olul io" ary d,.]'1 a l pal ""lu" . '11,.. d."·;,i.,,, w liqu;da l" R h" d,- illand ",..uri t;..,
in 1'.11"" bill. ,11 p ;lr ";,1,,... ' '''' . ;n dfl',-I. a ...·d"ni"" in II", prill"ipal of Ilw r"v!J­
IUI;onary d,'111 h",.a",,' Ih ,· n,rr"lll')' I", d d' ·I>t ,·" i;,I,'d in val,,,· , ~ [O ' I R h" dr
h landl''' ron.idl'l....1 tId. j'l'1 alld """"'11;'1.],0. '1'1'" majuri,,' opinion ill th.. <lal,·
1lt"li,·.,..d tit.. r...,o!" li,,"a,v "'r"ril;'-' ,ho"ld ha,,'- I"·..n T<'d",',-d in vah... a' "'c·
o",n,,-nd..d. It was aho ail,·t[,·d tha i ,inn' til<" 1I"''' 'ha,,'' "" '... Ih,' lar,,"$1 nl'di­
10ro of R hod,' Isb nd, "nd 11"'i, Ol'l""iliull to II" , IM!"'r 1'''11''1''') had prnd\l<Td
110.. d"p..... i;,lioll uf IIU" hill., tI,,·, ,],<Hlld 1",,,1' lit.. In,rd. ·" of h""""ial lu,,_
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and ck-u-rminc the value which was gin'n for them by the present
hokk-r-, amI that an ad justment tt u-reof be made accordinglv. "
;\ Bill was also d rafted for the pav mr-n t of the impost of I1n.'/;'r ren t.
in the artirk-s im ported: but as th is would han' lx-cn a se\'('r(' a ttack
Oil the ('mi ll ing art which mak es the paper money a ten der in all
cases an d in many instance- could not he execut ed from the imprac­
tir-ahilitv of th e division of the art ides imported. it was, afte r a full
d iscussion. n-Ir-rred to the wisdom of a future Assemblv .

;\ Bill was am-mpn-d to he pa-oa-d for altc ring the present mode
of rcp n-v-nta tion ill ASSl.'mhl y. and allowing eac h of the towns to

send only two mrmlu-rs [to the lower houw ]." This was urged upon
a principle of equal rr-prescmation ; hut it Sl'{' IllS difficult to reconcile
this idea with th e inequalit y which suhsi- t-, am ou g the different towns
as to numbers of inha bitants and value of propnt ~ the only pri n­
ciples to be rega rded in effect ing an equa l represen tat ion. This Bill
was also referred !O the people for a dcr-ision.!"

A proposition was mad e in the Lower House by the minorit v.
.c;ro ulHled UPO]} the em barrassment- or-casinnr-d by thr present de pre­
riation of th e currency , an d wh ich had alread y prevented the d ue
ad minis tration of justin' by the Supreme Court of the State [the
Su perior Co urt of j udicature]. "t hat the value of t ilt' present cur­
rency shou ld he ascert ained, an d that the same sho uld in future. be
a tender in pa Ylllent for debts. at the rate of four for one." The
members who advocated this nu-asure observed. that the mom-v was
1l0W pa~sin ~ at a de-prer-iation of six for one, am/ that the Hill \~' hich
was then nn-sr-ntr-d would . if passed into a law, in snmc mea sure

:I~'.\ftn til<' ""'olutiun tI,,· con, ti lu l;on of Rhode Isla nd n'lIl"in<'u tlw ro\·,,1
fh~lttT grant"u by Cha,[," II in 1663 . l·,ltl.-r lli~ t"rlm of this charter rhe four
,hin' lown, of I]," "olonv, ~~wpor( . Pon , rno 'l lh. Provid.."ft, and \.... arwiek . w..n'
ll;ivpn a wf'io:htf'd rqHP"'ntation in thp lown hom" uf I[W (;,'n"r,,1 .\,,,·mbly.
X..wlX'll d,.el",l six IIl1·1II1,..ts " f Ih,. 1I0US,. o[ [)q ", ti,' , : Po rt smouth. r ro\' i d " n ~ ,'
,111d Warwir k ,·!t·r!,·d fo"r ..a"h ..\11 I"wns fo"n,kd aft ... ]l;ti:1 ''''T<' rnt rir!t·u
'0 two d,'puti,', in th,· Jr.\\,,·r hou,,·. "'.o:"rdl,.,, of their population """I w..alth.
'Ih,. qll,'"ion of "n ,'qn,,1 n'pr",,,,,'ation w,,, of ni tleal i,np<JI tanft' '1",ca",,, th ..
",,'ill'htn[ 11'1""S,·"t;"i"" !l:a,'f' !l:""aln political p"",o-r to th,' ,'ortlllw,,·ial ,.,.nlt'''
of ~"wport alld Pro,idf' llC<' ,

:1Ol'] h.. p",,,,ti,·,. of Id"""lldu,n w,,, Oil{' of I),,. ulliqu<' traditions of till' structure
of i->"lilin in Rho,k Isla nd , .\s will 1)(" ,·\·;d<·lIt ill Ed,'" " 'ports, importa nt poli f..
iral problems ""'f(' ronnuonlv 'PilI to th" {rp,''''p" during th ... Conf,'dPlat;on ..ra
i" R hocl,' Island. I nd"N I, it W:I' "~('('pt;ona[ wl1<"n tI ... r..· n,·ral A''''J]jbl~· act ..d
on :101' ,ill;niti..ant ;"",, without tirsl ..unsllhi,,~ tilt' p""pl,' in t h ,' to,n, m....titl!<",.

n-sum- credit to the mUllcy and ha rmony ill the gO\'fTll lllelil. Thev
assured the House of thei r sincerity in the pro position. aml if the
Hill met with their concurrence, it shou ld have their [the merch ants ']
suppo rt. It was however rejected by a majority of 17. It was then
n-quesn-d that t hr- Bill mig-ht be referred wit h others. to the pe ople
for the ir instructions to a future A'N' mLh ; but it was denied bv the
House, and the Bill was immcdiau-lv voted ofT the table. .

At the doS(' of the session the attention of the mem bers was ca lled
to th eir future election : an d as rondurive to it an an was passed to
pre wnt bribery a nd corr uption in the ch-c tion of pub lic officers ill
this Sta te, and presenting the form of a n oa th or affirm at ion to be
taken by ('YCl"\ freem an.

A pet ition had been present ed at a former session of A:-.snnbly,
sigued by 104 pCr.-iOtlS, resid ing within this city [New port] for an ­
nulling and vacating the Ch arter. heretofore gran ted for the inror­
porarin g the town of Newport in to a city; it wax oppo-cd hy a counter
pet it ion. signed hy \I pwards of 400 of the citizt'lls.a, T he Lower House
upon a partial hearing of th e parties. passed a resol ution for vacat ing
the Charter. The petition with this resolution \\;L~ referred to the
pre"t'llt session by a motion of the UPI'('\" Hous-, when the pa rties
were heard by them, No evid ence was adduced to support a sing le
Fact in the petit ion : but it appeared, tha t the peti tioners against t-ht'
city. d id not form a fourth part of th e Irremen. nor had prop<Tty to
be av-e-sed for mort' tha n OIH' scvr-n u-cmh part of the citv tax. and
that even a considera ble pa rt of this sma ll proport ion cou ld not 1)<:'
collected from them . It w as also conced ed. th at . the corpo ration were

a7N..wpor f. had o.'''n illcorporaf"d a' a cily in 178S. Dis'iltisfa"tion wilh this
fol'lu uf o:ov..rnm""f was hOlh poli ti ..al and person"l. T hf' cir.· "'pn,..d..d II,,·
hown IlW"tinl': as :In in, trlln,,'n t o f Kovnnllwnt, r",u hin,O: in fumpl"i"" that it
..... '1, a " Mod" of ( ;,w" rn1llt'n t t1ovd, ",bitr<Uy, &. allog,'lh(', unfil for free R"pllh­
lin"". :' Impo rt ant al,o in o:"n..rati no: oppo.ilion was IIIf' allti -pal'PT mo",,)
position held hy "10" of N"wpor t', " ity' (at hn •. Th" ( :OUlltr " Pa rt )' 'po",or..d
an a ttack on th" ~p"po,t ..h:lrtn i" tilt" kgi,[atu r" hop;"g dl{"r,.!,) lu blunt tI ...
pown uf i t, ,,,,,,,goni,ts in -"pwPOll. ,\ 1l01her k{')' factor in lhe mOV{'111..nl to
\:lea t,· Ih(' (hal'll"l "as pe-rsonal: Xieho[as Ea." o ll, a promin"nt :-;"wl'0rt mn·
r ha nt and Country Party· leadpr, wa, an ,,"rlll)' of lh,· citv b"('amp of his clai",
10 I' ro pri{'(o lY I;o:hts O\Tr "arn'ls uf b"d whidl th,' (i,,· ,;dllli"i,'ra'i"n ass..ned
wne ow",-d hy X,' wl-'0) \' Th,' ,·,'id...)(,· On Ihis issu... ma) ht, sampled in I'di,io,,"
10 lit,· G ent'ral Assemhlv , ~I ss .• R . 1. Stat.. :\fehi""., vol. 2:i, p. 8:1; Rhod p hland
R l'l"Orcl. , ~ I" . , R. I. Stat.. ,\ rch ives, vol. 1:1. p . 3:i 1 : L"ltn fwm " Fidel is," ,,"ew­
port H n ald . .-\pri! 12. 1787 ; and ( ; ,·or g.. C, M ason, ;'Xicholas Easton vs. Ihp
Cif.) of -"<'wpurl," P,orudin~J 01 th,. X " ll po, 1 Hi'lori..,,1 So ..i,.I)', V, 1876·1877,
15·18.
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Iumu-d of rbc mo ...t rl''''!)(·1 1,Ihk I ba rac tcrs. and we rt- uot dlar~eahk

with ,Hl~ malconduct. nor ill ,Ul ~ in...tnnrr- of \'i(Jla lill~ the Cha rte r.
:-':lJlwith ...tanding, the re ..... dution uf the Low er H on-e "';l:<- concurred
\~ ith. and rhe citizens t lwn:hy deprived of the man~ invaluable privi­
It-.L:-'." guaranteed to them. in th(' mo-t sacred manner by thc Charter.
and from which Ihr y had derived the greatest advan tage.

, \ t about two O'dC)(K. Sunday Illuming [Marrh lS], a Bill w a."
u...herod int o the Lowe r House to prevent Anom ies [Jie] a t la w. bei ng
di.gihk a" me-mbers of .·\ ...-<·mhly. T he unusual man ner in whir-h thi...
Hill wa :<- hruught on tlu- tilpi". and the cxuacrdina rv proITcdin.s;.'
which had al ready taken plan ·. hl"i ll~ ub-e rved. (· \ (' 11 th(' aut hors of
thi .. n H·Ol "'U!'(' . di."aw ml 'd a llY klltm ln lg-e of the Bill. and expressed
their di-approbation of it. -;(1 that the honourable member who moved
it. wa .. nbl iued to solicit pl'rlll is...ion tu han ' it ret unu-d to him, with­
«ut t ;lki ll ~ a vote o f the Hon-e, \\a" agreed to ...

"lur. ~ I AY 17R7 S E S S[ IJ :'" O F T H F. LE(; I :-> I. "TC k f. ~ s

\\"n hwsda y th e Zd of ~Ia ~ the two HOlN~s of :\"'''t· lJlhl~ convened
in thi.. town [Xewport]. a .l.:: n"("ahl~ to the n)IJstit ll t ioJl,~I' for the clcr­
tioll of olTicep' fur Iht' ~ear (·n..uing:. From the ret nrn of prox ies for
gt·lwral (l lTiCt' P' .~" it appe'an'd tha i a gre.1t changc wa.. d Tl"et t'd in
Ihe l :ppn HOll"'e a nd tht' Dl"!('g;lIes of CongIT...... Thtl'>(' ", ho had in
al1 ~ in'tam"e up peN.·J or di........·nted from th t· prol.l"eJing:-. of t he lat e
p;lpt.'r mOlley] admini~tration , \u ·rc '1Ipt."N.'dcd by the a\'owed pilr­

~ 'St :t p " ' 1 1I0<l lJ . ~ I a~' 10. li87.
"" l"ndn Ih.. Chart..r of l titd Rh od. · !.l.lnd d id nOI hnr a . inlli r rap;lal a..

d, d <>Ihn rolon;.....-\nord inllh . l Ilt" " rnr ral .\'."" mhl ,· dnrl. ,prd Ih.. un iqu t·
1" ... ·l in· of t·onducling Ih.· \1"1t··, h",;n.." in ..ar h of R h. ,d.. ' . Iand ·, 6,·.. counl ~

",'" t,. :-,; .....porl . Pro\ id..nr ... Rri'lnl . E" 'I (;"'r"n" irh and Soulh l\.inO: IIO" " .
E..rl. r o"nl ' . Ihrn. had .. St .al.' 1I0u",'. T ilt· Chanrr of ltoh3 ,,"./u ir..d Ih"l Ihr••
h..., .\ 1.1\ ..."ion of Ihr kll i,Lll u, .. " llIlU., lh in :-,;'·....1'.. . 1 ..1 "hi, 'h all Ih.. ~· .."rl ~·

po lil i,',,1 a nd ..d lllin i,lral i, .. ..IHl inn ' "ould l.ak!· pl.a.·...
' '' T h.· Charl ('"r of l oft:l. a ' nOI.·d "I.. ,,·... ,·;,Ilr d fo r Ih.. " !o-nio n " f a ll fo lonia l

" IIi,'"'' h ~ Ih.. (>'"oplr in " !I"I" 'r ,,1 .,,,.' mhh 10 hr hdd ..arh ~·.·" r in Ma\ in
." "" po rl. IL ...." , ;nr"'ltkd, t'.... d o rt·, Ih'lI th i, ",ro-ling of Ih ,' C ,·" ..r.,1 .\ ,,,,·mhl)'
w, ."ld .'.-Iuall,· (lm,i,t of all c·ili"·,,, of tl". ,·ulorl\ . O,rr Ih, ' ~ " . , rhi. d'·lIlo·
cr"li, · pr ;t(ti(l· pro,rd irot'''I",hl, ' "I 1"lhlhw'flL a' llldny R ho,],· h lantk .. fo"nd
it illll" ",ihl,· Lo Irani In r.;""IKtll in ~l.' l ' .\ s a r,",,,lt. till" ["",I(UII oll'ro"l' '·oting
w ... i"'til,"~d, E\'t"ry fr ..t·ma" ""ho ";,1,,,01 10 ' ·01,. fo r (; ..." n ,,1 O ni,·,·r. r,,,1 hi.
h;,lIot ;,1 II,.. all,,,,,,1 " pril to""" ll".,·ti,,~, T he \'ot .., ..f ti ,.. low",,,,,.n wnr tIL.·n
'·nlru'l..d to Ih,. ru,t d"llUl )' t'k c'l t'd to r'"lnr"·n l Ih.. tow " in Ih,. .-\' >I·mbl)'. and
, ,,rri<-d Lo :-'; ,.wpon whn" th .. 1" 0"' "010" w" I" co""h'd and Ih ,' form" l ..I,·nion
" f Ih t' l(OHTn Or lOok pl"r t" .

t il ans of t heir £.I\'ori((· ..~ ...u-rn. In thc' 1.l1\\(·r 11011 -<' the di\i"ion
[Iavorinc the Country Pan v wa-, nt'arh ;1'" Itlt' I"...t vea r.

The ..\ ...-emblv hC'in g 11m... o rganized ad journed In Tbursdav \ Ia '
] ] to cive «pportunit v In arran ee the hu-inr-c- of lilt' -<·...-ion.

T his arraneenu-nt wa-, mad e in a Com em ion lu-ld on " "('d llt"Sd ay
e't'ning, con...i...tinl.:: nf "'IKh rnemberv of t he .\ , "(·m hh and private
cha racu-r-, a.., 10 IN· tnt· exprec-ion of an honourable member, " U'n/'

III eood j';l'lI d j to ,h.' ('tlllll' II. ITfT b,oA,' 111" lId " ; ant! it wa'" soon
a nnou nced 10 the- pu bln-, tha i olll~ vuch of the femu-r offio-r-, wo uld
1)(· rc-r-h-cn-d a" W('f(' wvll-vlfcr ted to the pn·"l·nt nu-a ...ur e... In pur­
..ua m e of this p lan new ra nd idatt'''. un acq ua inted with Ihe rou ti tu-s
or their propo-ed ollkl·... \n'rc oppo-cd to tilt' 1I10 ...t reputable and
fai thful oITitT r..; \,hl)'l.· on l~ cri me wa.. rheir flot dtTllling it ju..lin ·
to pa y a real debt with nom inal value. The dt' rj ..ion of tilt' Lt'gi,la­
turr- upnn thc'''!' op positions. fu lly evinced tilt" infl ut'lIt"\' of [extra­
parliamemarv] Convention-, and the baneful (11l1"1·f\lLt"Ilt ·{·.. attendant
upon party di vi..iOlI" in .. Republ ica n Uov crnmeu t ...

.-\ .great divi..ion took place in the Cnn\TlItion in the no mi nation
of the Supreme j \l{li r ia n . The judgnw nt gi\'t'll h~ thl ' Iatr Court .
rcl,lt ing to the " pn a t ion of a pt·nallaw.H ga \(O grea t nlTentT 10 th('
lead ing .harach·f", and a'" Ihey dedilwJ making HlII f(· .....inn to thl'
COlln·n lio n. ;L I\t.\\ Court wa' \\ amll ~ ('o lltt'ndn l for . hut di.;agn"e­
ing in "t"n limellt un thi ... arrang('mcnt . thn ohtailwd a , 'otc of both
how.c:' of a'N'mhl~ 011 rri tla ~ for flO"lpon ing Ihl" appointnll'nt till
tht' next '<t'S.sinn ... Hut nn Saturda~ moming. tl\(' den ion of thi ... Court
was rr-alfimlt"d it llil, 'inl:: h(TIi pre\'iuu,ly agnTd in Conn'ntioll to
ulIlt inlll" thl · Chid j lld ,gl" l ~ and ;Ippuint four nc'" jlldgt"S ) and Ihl· ~

I IThis i. a r,.(,.rr n. '.. to lh, ' '; l(lli61·.a n l and conl.o'·'·r" ,,1 d,·ri . ;on of Ih.. ~ ,, (>'"rior

( :ourt on J"h 2". I , Ill, in th .. fa",oo. ca... of T, t U Ii ['''IM> 1'·o d" l. Th,. S u­
l,n;oT C..un ;",·i lrd It... ,'on d",n"al;on of Ih, ' Countr ) 1" " 1\ h, ih ... f" ...·,1 I..
,·nlo...:.- ""d uphold Ill,. "u n.l il"lion"l il ) of " 1'''1)('' ....."•., U"I "h·.

I~TI... rhi.·( jll'li,'" of II,,· vrr·..iou. ...""rt "ho " ',,. n··.·k. 'I.·d "." I'aul M um­
ford . r h,. flu.." ;on of hi. ,, ·I..n ;,," Ill'" ha, ,. h<-..n ,h. ' r. ';" "" for Ih, ' COU",, )
I'.HI)'·' inahitin lU "11ft ·.. ' Ill Ihr .'ho i.·,· of th.· "min' COUll h,· Ih,' Asst"mhh
II wa' durin,,: ~1 ", ,, fOf d ' , " ."" as rhid ju'I;"" th at th, · ' ·"fllr"'·n .ial d"ci,i,," ill
II,,· T n''' ' '11 "'"'" w,,, 1>.,,,tl'·,1 down . ..\ ll til<" otl...r j " d ~n "I", rt·nd. ·n'd thi , j ud ll-
1t"·"1 w('"It· not "·"l'llOi,,"'d. ~l u lll fo rd · " po.i ti"" ;" rt ,."", w" . oh.co ....· I",,,a,,,,'
h,' ,,1"" llU'd hilUM'lf "" tl". day th,. d,·,'i,io" w", ",I'·,nJ th""o:h hl' 1'",li("i ·
pat"d ill Ill<" trial. \ ' Tt,,,ii ll ~ 10 ""W'I'''I'''' r,.p' "I', I" , {;oH"""" th ., d..c i, ;Oll. 10"1
Ihi, ran"ot I,,· ,'onht" ...d In ;Ill) ",.,.,,1 . I... did nOl ' ·01,' ""d Itli, prollahl) pro·
,·;d,·d "'aso", , ·"","~h f", <.Idil" 'I"t io" h, · Ih.. Co,""I'" " "II' ' ''0''''',",. Lllfor­
I"ndld,'. u",id,·s tI,.. 1", ' l il.. " n ou nl otf ..r.·d h, I',·t.., Ed ." .•bo,",'. ...... h.., ·.. 11 0
•., IIn .·,·id ..n("l· of ,·,h"l O'-,-" ",'d ;n 11,..,, · "'.",,11.-.1 ··( :I>1" ...n l;on',· ·



[Jllh 1%6]

were accordingly elect ed. Aft er till' I'ket ion of oflll-t' [); , thr- attent ion
of th e Lower -Hou-r- was called to the report of the com mit tee on
public' lett ers. and tilt' morinn made a t the last session for the appoin t­
mcnt of DelegatI' s to the [Federal] Convention at Philadelphia was
fI'asMlrnnl and urucd with such force of reason and eloquence, as
obta ined a ma jor ily ill thr Lower H O Il ,.;{' of two ; bUI it was reje cted
in the Upper Hun-a- In a major ity of four, and no appointment took
pla ce. The Cmlllniuee also reported for ro nsidrration the Circula r
Lett er of Congress n-commcnding a gt'llt' ra l ad to he passed by t-ach
Stat e for n:pe a lint:; a ll ac ts that may be reput:;nalll to the treaty of
I)('a ( t' with his Br ittan il' Ill a j t ·s t ~ ...\ g-elwral and desult ory ronvcrsa­
t ion nmk plare on this quest ion without elHerin,1?; on allY part icula r
violation of the tr eat y alluded to. T he lead ing members, however,
manifested their disapprobation of the measure hy allegin g: t hat they
knew of no art exi ~ting; in thi s State n-puznan t to thr- t rr-atv. By this
it "t'(,IIIS they did not ackn owledg-e the force of the «b-ervation made
hy Congress "th at th e jlld!!;f'S in general WI'rI' men of ch a rac te r and
!rllming . and [eel III well/H know tnr ub li p,l/t i/ll lJ of o/fiu and th e
1,/11111' of repu tation, and /ha l' u-as /10 f/'lliO n /0 doubt that th eir con­

dud and jud,~mn,/ n'latu-e /0 th f Il' III iccli as ot her judicia! m att ers
ll'o lllrllw w;w and II IJrigh t ," It .....as agreed to n-Fcr the fu rther dis­
r uv-ion of this <ubjcr-t to the next see.ions.

.\ req uest Irom till' [con.gres.siona IJ dele gates for a supply of money
l'n .gro~st'd muc h of the t ime of the hon-e. T he ronuniuee who had a
grant of CISO pape r a t the last sl's.sion to realize for the dr-lcgatcs,
informed the housc that they had t''(('hanged it at () for 1. It was
nb-crvrd ill ju-ti fica tiuu of their cnndur-t , that Llu- perso n who ex­
cllange d thi-, 1ll0Jlt'y was ohliged the next da ~ 10 exc-hange it at his
lo~s a t i for I , Thi-, report di- plca-c d -orru- leading nu-mbers as it
\\;l S \'irt uall y ;lrkno\\ledging a depreciation which is incomp.uibk­
..... it h t hr-mOIW ~ Iwing a lender at par. .-\ grant was finall y made for
l: I (10 (" u rn'n('~ to r-ar-h delegat e. It was th e scmI:' of the house, not to

(ontin ue the de!t:ga tt's in congress during thl' silt ing- uf the fFedera l]
con\T ntifln, as it was not prohable there wou ld nt' a cong- rcs.s, an d
of thi s the rk kgates \ H 'fC to 1)(" imml'd iatdy infornll'd ...

Sa tu rday ('\Tn ing l '\ Ia Y;l] 8 0'd od a mutilated sokl ier, after wait­
ing th e ses, ion, had a hear ing of his pet ition , \\ herein hI' rl'lated to
the hOlN" that con fidi ng in the en ga,genwtlI s of th e gO\('rmn l'nt to

pay him fin dulhu -c pn mon th as a ll invalid. he ha d married, and
had now a wife an d two ~oung children to su pport, that his wages
Iwing now pai d him in paJxT, were \e ry ina dequa te for providinq a
subvixn-nre, that aereeubk- to the ir la te dircc tion-. he had applie d to
the town counc il of Portsmouth where he belon ged , for Tl t'c/:'s"aries,
and the y afforded him none , . , . But alas! Ih is n-sourrr- had 110\\

failed them . a nd he had the rema inin g- a lter native of the assistan o­
from that hon . ac- cmhlv, or the wre tched sta te of he.e:.e:a ry. This
pi tiable ob jert was hobbling- with his cr utches on one leg- , with tat ­
ter ed ga rm en ts, and Iau-m jaws, a mela ncholy proof of the truth of
his narration . T he fe cl i ll ,l,~ of the spectators wen: sensibh aff ected .
A h-ading paP'" money nu-mber arose and said, ~ Ir. Speaker [D thniel
G orton ] , if you ha ve business of no gn'a te r importa nce. we ra n soon
adjourn , as provision is made already, an d Ilothin,e: further can be
done. Hut 10 the honor of the minority, the y stood for th the advocat es
for ju st icc, fer gra tit ude, and for humanit y; they conceive d the a ppli­
ration to be of the utmost moment. It was whether a sold ier w ho ha d
fought and hled for us should perish in the stree t, or IX' justly paid his
stipe nd, that the provision referred to was ostensihly mad c under the
su.ggcstiun, that the invalids were a disso lut e and dru nken set of men .
while the real n-ason was, th a t an add itiona l gra nt would acknowl­
edge th e Illolley had depreciat ed , This boa sted provision is on ly a
recommendation to the town councils to supply them with necessa ries
and the amoun t should I){' a llowed out of the first sperk cont inenta l
tax, T he towns therefore arc no t, nor ca nnot 1)(" obligt'd to sllppl~

them, & by thr present instance . we a re con vinced they will not do it;
Ihe y observed that we were unju st in dlarging the United Sta tes .rl
specie dollars per month paid to invalids. whilr- in fac t \\ e pa id them
oll l~ 5 papt'r ones equal tof eights of a do lla r. The hou-c was ca lled
and rt'je (·ted the petition by a large majorit y .

T il E JI ' :S;E I iRi SE S S IO:-: OF Til E LEc] ,-"i.,\Tl']Un

The first of IIH' S{'s"ioll was emplo~eLl in pr i\'at e hll sitw~~ , ill \, hir h
a uniform d i ~p()sit ion of ad mi nistr a tion to pur~lu ' thei r lat e llleasure~

wa~ full y maJlif{·~ted ... \\"hi1c this bu siness was tr ansact ing, ,he
attention of the Cpper Hou~e was caUeLl to Ihe mor t' im po rta nt ru n­
l'erns in gO\ ern nwn t. COIl\·inITd th at their disS{'nting frolll the \'(lte



of the LA)\\( 'r Ho u-r at ~1a\ -.c"..jon, for the appoinum-nt flf deplllit...
In f1·pre-.cnt thi .. <tate in till" fedrral conve n t ion at Philadelphia. wav
ruinuu- to the gm.-e fl\llw nt . th,' ~ fl llW pav-ed a \ '1>11' for the appoint­
mrnt (If delrgatt"'- and ....-nt it 110\\11 for roncurrctu e. The vote wa"
fl.·(Ti\'n! on \rednc..d..l ~ [jUlU' 13 :. however, the rouvider nt ion of it
wa" referred 10 Salurda~ ' J ll m ' 16' , when after a long debate it was
non-rruu-urred with b~ a miljnril~ of 17. although hUI the la..t ....-eion
a ..imilar vote orig:inatl'd and pa""'I'1I thai ho use.

The Upper House- a l"'n pa..-ed a bill, e"-"'I.·n lially romplyin.g with
Ihl' n-com nu-ndatjou of COII.grt·SS, " fur re pea ling all -tn-h acts or
par'" of ans of th i.....ta h· a" an' n-puguam to tlu- t n'al~ of pt'ilCC

1)('1\\1'('11 t he United Slat.., an d hi.. Britan nic ~laj t'..I ~ ": hut the
I.ow(·r Hon-e nnn-rom-urrr-d wit h it hy a Illa jo l" it ~ of 10, .\ hill was
preferred for rqwalinc; l ilt' u-tuk'r law "0 fa r iL" it 1I'''lwt'tt'd private
cont mf!".H Thi-, ga\'(o ri ..e to a \e ry irucrc..ting debate, in whic h the
i niqtlil~ and iuju-tice of u-tuh-rs wit h 011 1" deprecia ted 1110fl('y were
~tf()ng:ly pointed out. : \ 11 honourable nu-mber of thr- minoritv ill sup'
port of this bill. led t ilt' illh'nlinn of the lI ou-e• to the la..t drama of
life. ami their solemn appearall('" lx-Iorc the JlI(ig:1' of all to answer
for the (ked.. done in the bodv . " Ho w do \'Ou lnow . ~ir! ( in his
al!drl"'" to Itl(' ..pt.·ah·r Olhnit:' (;orton, hUI lOur "'I,ul may thi ...
night he required of ~ ou . and how r,ln ~ Oll an,wer. for e'labli,hing
inju'lke . h~ the "'Ilkmnilil'~ of law ?" T he Hou-.c \\a" at fif't <1a~­

01'011 .... hUI it g:a\'e ~f('atl"r t'll('rg ~ til Ihe worthy Illl·mht ·r. Il l' exhlb­
it("(1 in th(' ..triking Ira its nf truth Ihe exlraordinan pro({'('din~ of the
pn·....·n t admini..tralion: ht' Ira'I'd Ihe impure .,(HIIlT fn'lll whl."ncc
thn dt'ri\Td ..uch lnowkdge in pnfecting thcir pn·....·nl nwa"IIft'''. to
Ilw 'law, forl'mini ng nld Ir"fIT . I

:. a "'''I('1ll wnifh 1\1' ,aid wa' fraug ht
\\ ilh t'H'r~ "p'·cie.. ;If injll"lin' &: wi'rlnhle"" &; ~ I·t it W;I" Ihl".('()fir

,Ipplit'd to fllr informalion and ;uldUll'd a' pren·dl'nb. Il l' arra lg:nl'd
Ihe 11111tI\lt t of Ihl' (nbH'I'~ for IO;lIlill.C: out the Illllnn. ( hargl'd ...... 'me
or thl"lll who WtTe Ilwm lx'f' and of the majorit~ in Iha t H l llN ' with
(oll\ fr tillg il t i l their I IW II It'l',, and loanin.c: it \\ ithollt ,'l 't·uril ie". tha t

"Thi, i, " rdnnlC" 10 til!' 1"."vi,;"", of II,.. ori!£inal "IIl;n'"1( "n "f M,,~
17lili .... h;,-h ma,k II". IWW r\lrr"t" ' ~· a 1'·l(al " 'Ild~r in "It """11".-1', p,l,t, 1>r"~"lIt

,,,,d l,,'ult·. " h"tl",r puh!;,. or pri\';l!<·. . "
.... I·h" Vh,,,,.. "old t,·"ur' · ";" ,-omm" " I\ "wd in II,,' ('ulon".,1 .V'·n"d til or?,'r

I" di,l ill""i,h n..w i.,,,," of P"l'''' ,-" rr r ",·}· from ,11r.."d , "''',IIll'' "al~,·t l>ll~s .

1Ill' "I""" "·"'fl'n...· W "old (l'''''''' i, a Il;" '".-ral "uril",t ;"" to "II r,,10"1;I1" IIUS­

.ion. of I",p~r mun q .

~I(; .Jul~
their accounts \\I'U' un-cttk-d and largr balano... in the ir hand... etc.
Truth and ju-tio- ..ee-mr-d fllr;t moment to triumph, a" no anewer wa..
made to thr- -p-ech : hut on callilll:: the H O II .....-. the hill wa.. rejected
b~ the- INIal majuritv .

B\ inform.nion from (1)(> Tn-a-urer . J! N:ph Clarle . it appc3rrd
thal 'tht' fif't quarln pMt of the debt , am oulliing to about twcntv­
-cveu thou-and pouud-. \\ a.. di-e harged \\ ilh I\\t'" r- or thirteen thou­
sand in papn mlll\("~ ; ,.~ had all the creditor .. called for thi .. dividend.
Ihn could not han' rece-ived it iI," there wa.. nol a ..ullkicnn in the
T n:a"ur: to pay tht' nomina l amount: ~et. in pllf"uanre of a' former
re-olution. Ihll~' who have not received their proportion have for­
feited the-ir ri.ght to it, O n tlll'"'I: principle... ,goH' fI\mt' nt i.. provided
with a fund to d i..( harge t ht- whole dehr : t lll'~ haw therefore in
pu r..un ncc of t he ori,gil1i11 plan. a ur hori-e-d the T rea ..urer to pay the
second dividend, bu t the l ime of th e forfeiture is n-Iem-d to the next
"'I· .... ions, when it i.. t'xlxTtnl then: will be a sulln-icnt ..um in the
Trva:..ur~ to pa~ all who lIIay apply.

.\ 1 the <1("'1' of lilt" .....·....ion a nu-mber in rhr- lllajlJri t~ w ho had g:i\'('n
hi.. voice for Ilon-follfllfring with the \'011' of t he Uppe-r House n-la .
IhT to the hill for re pealinc all law" repugnant 10 t he trcatv [of pralT
with Great Britain], mowd. agreeahl~ to the ru lt,.. of t he HmN ·. to
rl"({'de from Iheir nnn-omcurn'nu'; but to pr("\ent t his th(' leadinl::
am! influ('Jltial charan f'I" withdrew ,;,ome of Iheir hrethren, and leh
nol a ..ullirienl numher of men to constitute:- a huuS,(', and Ihe a,,-.cm·
hh \H'n' rnlw c'tl III thl ' 1lI·((·".. il~ of hre:-;Iling up withoul a regular
;1(1j,III rnlllt'll (,

" ;·1 h.. ",..reh .."r. of k ho"k 1.l a ud, ...ho r.. Ill.. p t in. il' '' ] 0"'·'''·' ' of Ih,' ""I..
tkhl, t'o".i ,I "OII\ r.-l" ...d to ..H'- V I th, ' V ·r hilt. in .·,.,'h"" lt.. f"r Ih..ir "'cor;'
I i... , .-\. " rr .ull. ......or d inc to . t.u .. I....... tll..ir holdi"ll< , .. lo".·it..d . Thr 111"'-
r anl il.- , (a nd " Il;'ai ".t 1''' ''''' mo,, "y p"l·IlWn" .... ;.. al",,, ,t ilh..,,1 ..,(...·pti on,

[w I..· con(inuf dl
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