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In l'lti2 th" D ufuur walllJi'!wl' in Ih(· nurll,.."" nou"l uf tl,.. lil'l Ao",' 01
Carrin!(IOn I lou '" ",,,, r;:"rwroudy pr",,,n l,,d b~ II,.. new O"lwr'. .... I r. and M rs,
'V a, hi n!,:l"n I rvin !,: , to thr- P rnvid" nn ' r r",n \ 'a l io1\ Snei"l)' for any"'" 11",y mill;hl
han' for ;1. Th.. I' rr , r " "" l i,, n Sod.' ll' d,. fra~,'d Ih, ' rXI',-n,,' of havinw; 11\0" various
. trip' cleaned and It'!T1o""d and "\'''rIluall~' otI....,·d th"'n to th .. Ib nd il"raft Cluh
fo r Ih.. douhl,' parlors of their h" :ld 'l ua rtn " lilt" Truman B"('kwilh lIuu'"
(".1.1821 I, 'II 42 Co lkl':" SI""I. T h" Club this y":lr ha' had II... ",allpal't'r
imla llr d hy C onslant inr T , ao" , i. , II,.. lIt'",ly d,.,.o r;!tI'd r"UIIl h.'inll; " ",ourO' of
",n'a t sa ti,fae ti"n to all its nl{'11\l)<'rs.

I n past issu... of Rhod~ !>Iand H i.tl or r w,' h,,, ... d,'pie!"rl old "Tnir wallpal-""u
Iha l h;,v{" sun';vrd in hon"" in thi, '1"';1. :\eeord ino; to ;'\anq .\l,·(: I.'l!and in
H istoric Wall·P apn. ( rhilad,'li->hi", I '~H I, "ra~ ,ao;" 1ndi"Il I Hindo stan See.'",.y)
"'". l'r ;nlpd by D ufo ur of Pa ris ill 181 ... . Th,· ,0'1 rOIl,i'h,d "f IW"nly ."rlps in
{'olour. A s,'t !till ,·"iSIs in Ih .. Pul nam-H .w son hou'" al ~I--\ B" ,lon St reet ,
Salr-m, M ol ," ,"

Th,' Rhod r Islan d Historica l Soei,·t~ i, o;",',(ul to lhl' lI a nd in ,dt C lub fot
]Jnllli~~ion to uS<' a tqlrod urt i" " ,,1 a po rtion of til<' w;,ll l';)pl'r Irom Ih{" we't
W;lll of rh.. non hw,.,t rOOm on 1/\0" fir'l liuo ...
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h~' SHll'F:L ,V BR\" " T

' rh , (;rad"all' School, Bn,,,-n L!nivprsily'

Wil E:" f-L \ I.S. Glli!lf l' was hoarded and burned by colonists in
tlte ea rly morn illL:" of]O j une 1772, sewn m ilt's south of Providence.
her rnmma ndi n,f!; otlicc r. Lieutenant William Dudin gsron , R.l\'" , wa"
gra H'ly wounded , l ie did not expect to live. Ncvenhcle«. on 12 J um
the H ig-h Sheriff ar re-u-d him on the suit of J acoh GnTllt ' a nd other"
who "oug-ht in thi s way to recover the value of rum . jumaicn spirit»
and "ugar he had "t'il.ed an d cn u-cd to he t-ar-ried to Boston wh r-rc
t hcv we re con dem ned as "nlll ,c;gkd goods.

T he {";I"(' U IllH' first be fore the Court of Co mmon Pleas, Kent
ClJ lJ nt~ Court hnu-,c-, East G reenwich. ill thr- J uly term . 177 '!. , with
t he follow ing: results: " Be it rcme-mlx-rt-d th at W illiam D udinjr- ton
nnw rt'"id ing- in Cran-tcm in th e Coun ly of Providence, gell tleman
alia-, mariner , \\,1" attached to meet th e complai nt of Jacob GrtTlH'
of ""a rwick, Nathaniel C n T lw of C O\Tnt ry. W illiam Green e, Elih u
(;\"ecl1e. Chri-aopher Grt'( 'Ill', and Per ry G reene (If \rarwick aforesa id,
a ll in the Couurv of Kent , mr-rrhnr us in Companv .. ."1 So hq:(" in"
the judgrnvnt handed down a,gain"t D lid in.!!.""tnll on the third ~ lmHlay

in JlII ~, hy whir-h tinu- the lb-uwnant ha d been moved to the :-afety
of a -hip in XI'Wport harh(lr.~ The record cont inues.

\\'lwl"t' llpon tho said J ar nh (; j('l' lll' .urd C Ollipa llY('(JllIp\;lin of tilt"
,;,id William Ih lding-stoll in the ru-torlv nf Illl' She-riff in an ac-tion
of ti ll' caw UpOll lrovl'r:\ for Ihal wlll'j('as tIll" Plainritfs on the

1' 11, 'ok ·1, ( :" url of (:onm"m 1'1,."" Jt1I~ Tn"l I iii·' - J anuar\, '1','rm 17 71i , Kpnl
(:uunt, (:o",- thou,,', Ea ' I f: l'l"t·nwir h, R hod,' Island. 1'1'.7:.'11-21

~ fI,lrll,",1. 1', +7 11lud in'l; , w ll ro \l ol1 la«" I.

:1 ..\" actiun 10 n'r""" r val"" of l.I:""d, wrono;fully t"~.'n or d"I;,i'lI'd,

h'j
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~t'\T ntl'I'nth {by or FdJruiny last past 11{'f(' 1"l'isesSI'd of twr-lve
hog;sllf'ads of \r t'st Ind ia rum, ('(mtilining about Iourtrr-n hun dn-d
~all()lls, forty galloTls of j;ll llilil"a spirit- and run- hogshead of
Bro wn sug,n. all of tilt' s'ahll' of two hundn-d and niru-tv-fivr
pounds lawful IllolH'y ( as tlu-ir own llropt' r estatr- and II(' so
possl's,,'d) tht'y a(wrwilnl, on the ~;llJlt' day aud ve-ar at \rarw ick
a foresa id casually lost the sai d I'UIll, j amaica spirit and sug;ar out
of their hands and POss(·ssion. which Rum. J allla i('a Spi rits and
Sugar aforesaid. on the same se-ventt-s-nth day of February. last
pa st, a t said \\'a l"\l ick enme to the hands and possl'ssioll of the
Tk f..ndant hy F ind ings. who knowing the said R Ul li, j a maica
Spirits and Sugar to lx- the ,goo ds and fhattrls (If the plaintiffs
and of right to betong and appertain to thnll t ill' plaintiffs, a nd
intending craftily a nd suhtilly to deceive and defraud, the pla in
tiffs in this behalf. hath not delivered the said Rum, J a ma ica
Spirits and Sugar to the Plain tiff's although the Defendant was
by the Pla intiffs often tlu-n-rn f('<[m'stl'd,' But the Defe ndant
a fterwa rds. 011 the nim-teenth day of Februa ry last past at said
\\'a rwick converted and disposed uf the said R Ulli. J a m aica
Spirits an d Sug-ar, to the prnpl'l' use and be-nefit of him tl w
D efendan t. which is to the damage of the Plaint iff's six hundred
po unds lawful motley, And Ill' it further rcme-rubr-n-d that here
cometh the sai d W illia m D ud ingsron and saith ln- is not g uil ty in
manner a nd form as the Pla int iff" han ' dcclun-d against him. and
of th is puts h imsel f upon tlu- county. and the Plaint ifTs in likt'
manner i h-t tlu-n-forc a .1 m)' come heforr- the ju"tin' here, to tr~

till' issul' a fon's<tid, A nd aft.-rwards ( to wit) on \\·{'d nesd;\v . tll1'
th ird day of t ill' term, Lath am SPI'lJ('f', J onatha n T'ibhit x, Pl' lq ;::
S,dsbury, Arrtold StalTord, J ohn Lf'valll'y, T ho m ils R in ' thl' ,hit.
Elisha Potter, Elisha Crt'f'III', j lavid Il opk im , J oh V auglul ,
Benjam in :\"ichols and Thomas Arn old ' .. . a n ' d uly imp;uwllf'd
,llId SWOnt th l' I)('tter to try till' facts afonls;tid, w ho UpOtl oath
rl'tlllll tllf' following wrdi('\, ( \() wit ). 'WI' fiud for tlw plaintifTs
t\lO h Ulldrl'd ami llilll'ty-fin' pOllnds'~ lallful money ami ("ost.'
\ ,"h id l ITrdiet is al"("l'ptf'd Ity t1lf' 1·(lIHt. ,md afterward, ( tI'J wit)
on \rf'{h ll'sday afon's;tid. hert' f"Clllll' as well th(' said .Iacoh ( ; II T Ill '

le t alJ, Ity J alJ1l'S ~ Iitdl('ll Vernum thei r attol"lwy. a~ the said

{Thi, '<';'01r<, w,,, rq><Jrlf"d in th,' :-;"wport M U { !IT Y "f 24 Ft'hr"'try 1772.
~'Th .. {amil" nallln of Gr"<'llf', Ilopkin, 'fIld r'o((n apl",ar abn ;.."nnli( Iho,e who

allaf'hd th,' GI/.lpn .
t'T h,' 'UIll of £:lOlJ had h"<'lI ".( arbi(rarih h, Iht· G",,<"r,,1 ,-\,"t'lllbly a" Ih..

limil "dow ",hi(h nn ,'pp~al ,'ould Iw IlMd.. tn Iht , Kinll: in Co"nril.

W illia lll l )udillg"toll by Jallit 's Brenton. his attornov. and the said
.Iacf'lo (;n'I'lw [a nd rOlllpany] ck-ruand jlldgt,tnt·nt of and (11)<111

tlu- pn'lI1is(' aforesaid. which Iwing" by till' justires hen- se-e-n and
fully \Ind l'rstool:!. it is tht-rr-fnrr- considered that tln- said J ,woh
G n '(' IW [and r-ompanv] IT('('ITr and have of the s;tid \ \' illia m
I )ud ing-sto!l as \\(·11 tlu- aforesaid vum of two hundn-d and ninerv
fivr- pounds la"fullnonl'\' for the dalllag('s till'\' have sustained I;\,
mr-nns of till' l'ol\ \Trsif;n aforesaid. and m;I ' pound rightl'e;l
~hilling, and two pf·nn·. like 1l10IH"y, for tlwir (ost in and about
tlu- prosr-r-utinn of this suit e-vpr-udr-d. T IIf' ]) f·fl' lI(la nt appf'all'd
and bond is gin'lI as the law rcquin-e.

DlidiTl .~ton m ust ha n ' kno wn tha t the rnrd ... wo ul d be stacked
aga in...t h im . Captain Lin zce of Brru-er (so wrote th a t lova l old husv
lx.d v. Go\"t'm or Hutchin son of :'\Ia "...achuseus. to H illsh;lrnugh ) , .

kept on hoard hisshipin that l"ololly ( R hode Island ) and avoided
their Jaw suits which thl" Lieuu-nam whn had conuuaud of the
srhootHT [ ( ~a.spl'('J has tu-r-n fOl'n' d to submit to af trr ,I \'1'1~'

narrow f'Sf'apl' vith his life from the wounds he 1'l'l'(·IITd. T h" I'
llil\"l' bmught tim'!' or four actions against Capt. Li!lzl'f' sinc\' hi',
arrival in B",toll. l h- has a much be-tter- diann' hf'n ' than he
would han' had in that Colony though tht-v h;tvt, tak en can' to
hring" tlu-ir .u-tion, in the County of Bris tol' which adjoins to
R hnd tOIsland. As far as I han' lWI'11 acquainted with rhr-m frOIU
A dmiral :\1011tag- 1I tlu-v appt·a r to 1)(' g-wundh-ss and ITxatious.
l r-unuot <tllSI\'f"l" for a .I11 ry hut the JudgesS I am vn~ SIlIT will do
their pan tk lt rhe- L lw Illay han' its due r-ourw."

If I-I lltch iTl "lJll was IIll"u n ' a bollt thl' dl'dica tirlll to jll~tin' he might

fin d in ;1 :\Ia "~ach ll se t t'i jury, it {" lIow... that a R hode Isla nd j ury,
instrlll'ted hy jlldg"t'... \\ ho \\ t'IT dl'dl'd, llot a ppointed, wou ld 1]('
g uided by I llI'ir dla uI"in islTl.

Thert' rem ai ned tilt' practica l ma tter, fru l\I I hH l i nk~t (l ll 's po inl of
\"iew , o f gl' tt in.l\' the su pport of ttw CII~\(Jllls Olli n ' in :-';I'wport. They
h a d In him d own ha dl y hef or(', w hen they a tk i"cd him trJ s('lKl a
p riz(' to Bosto ll, a nd tlWll delliI'd it. ..\ Illl in dl' ('d thnt' WaS frin i" ll
I>('IW('('II th e tWIl Sn\'icl's: Capta in T a lbo t, r,f H . :'\f. S . l .ir 'j ''.I', WTo tl'

a plainti\"t' ktter to :'\fontilgu fro lll DeLma n ' Bay, dated :!8 J une
' !lriMol ( :OLt ntl' '·'."rl n"'onl, are IU>'" ;Illh,' Taun(on, ~I"s",. ,·oUllloou",·.
s..\11 uf lIu'm firm Torit·',
lIL:olulIi"lt lthl"t , ,'i l 71iI I M"" ad ,ust'lt , Itt " l , ;"'0, H, ("Iio I:I:!-:l, ""'I"",
'<';"1'1<'1,,1>('1 1772 , l'"hli,' I-t"l'ord ()Il,...·,



fiR [july I%i] Iii'! I 'ill/fl.!.!"

liT.!.. III \\ hi.h til' "<lid

.\, 1lI~' 1'1l11'''It of JJ1\ I...in~ IWlt' i.. to put in fouT tht' laws
n'latin~ tn tJ 'ld, ', I IM'!! , Si r. yo ur "pinion bow far tlu- R r-ve nur 
will sUPI " 'It lilt' and Illy"ffin'I" whr-n an anion is laid , .Iu\ticT i\
out of tilt· (pw..tioll . \\'(. ;11" ..un- it will go al!ain ..t us : no "Ill" will
be- our bail. 1101 a \;I\\\.-r in tln- Provin ...· that hav a snlarv from
the el(>\, n. and anv ,,'-. , ma y "lLl pluy \\ ill -c-r-m 10 an (01' uv. hUI
..trktlv ae:ain\1 uv.!"

\Io nt a l:u '(.'11 1 Captain Talbot.. letter 10 Stcphen-. at th(' Admiraltv
a,kin~ that il lx- pre-enn-d 10 the Lo rd , of the Trra..urv, .

thai tilt' nllin'f<i of til" K i l1~ ' " -hip-, mav know \, hat proh"t,tion
tht·y an' to "''1:1<'.-1 [rom till" Cu"lnlllS if thcv aft' am-cu-d [or
t'x"("utiIl~ thr-ir dutv. AI pn'-n,t it is impo--ibb- for thr-tn to
"(llIIply with th..ir orrh-rv a mi till' '0('1"\ in- i, e\("".'dingh' di\;lgn'..
ahh- I" borh Captainv :md ()llin'I",' I

T h i.. t"xfhang,' hrouqht a ru ling (rum the Trca..ury Chamber-, that
the Cu..tom.. lJ mN· \\ a.. to "Upp0l1 th r- naval officers in b-eal matte",
a ri..in~ out of their perfnrrnatu e of Reven ue dutic-. And Dudinr-ton
wa s to nn'd a ll 11\1' help lit' could cct.

H i.. a pre:al \\1'1\1 to 11\1' Sutx'rior COllrt in Ea..1 GnTJI\\ilh \\hic!l
..!\kd it-t"1f " ' I'h ,' SUp'"rinr Ctllirt 'I f l ud il-al ttn' , ( :oll rt of ,\ ",il t' and
{; enna I Gaol Dd iwr\,: ' O n Iht, t hird '\[onda \- in {)ct" lx'r 1i1'!.,
la r oh C nTlw, ;IlTlllTI'pa ninl h~ h i.. kin ..men ~alhan"d. \\' illia m ,
EIih u, Chri..tllplu·r, ..11(1 I' t'r ry G n Tlw, hroug ht Iran..ni pt ..o f Ih.. jmh:
IlWllt t h,'\' ha t! o illailll'li ilt Ihe Infnio r Coun of COllllllon 1'1,'a .. a mi
Ikm:lIHkd jUt!,~lIIt' ll t o f the Supnio r Cnurt. " \\' h"n' III)(,n:' n ·ad" ll w
n·l.lnl ,

., . Oil t ill" thi rd day or till' t,'nll. till' 'aid \\·il1i.u ll Dud illg..to ll j,
IIln'" tilll<" ,ol"llmh ,-.dl,·d but n'llwth !lOt. \\'hn ,'uIHlII jl
""'11I"tll tll t ill" .Ill_I i,,· 111'1" tlral thl' jlldg-l'lIl1' llt of tl". Ill f,-rio l'
COLLrt b,· ;Iflilllwtl , .. ;HId that tilt" said \" il1 ia rn I )ud ing- , Iou j_
ill \ fn n of tlri, COll r t. l ~

Dlldin g, to n ,'o u ll1 lltlt ilPlwar: IH' had gotH' 10 En glan d to ..ta nd
tri;l l ;1 1 a (()lIn-martia l, I ii .. ;lttIJl!ley. j all w.. Brenl l 'tl t,f :\:"WIJ(lrt ,

1"£:ololli,,1 (Win' 'i l 14~, ;":". :11 ( u , 1, 28 j lln,' 1772. Pul,lir \{"n JlJ O lli,....

11(:01"n;;,1 ()tli,,·~l 1' I ~ , ;":V, :\1 rh, ).

It ll("J~ 1. S"l'q iv, (:""t1, (kJvl,,-r '[','t III 1751 .\ pril '["'1 II I 178". ";,'nl ( :...."'1'
(:"""h",,,,· . 1'1'. :1 '14_'+.;

\\ a.. unab le tn n-ar h E.._I {; nTIl"ir h I"" -all'o('

il 'iO unfOlt unall·h haPI"'lwd Ihat 011 till' J);1\' of 1111' ,inilll! of caid
Supn'lIIl' COUl't. ;1t "lid Ea..t ( ;n ·'·Il\\ ich . atorecaid. tln- wr-ath.. r
for rhar and \I1<·1,..·d inl! &1\' IJlOH'd 'I ' ,·x, "f'dinl! 1... lll..·..tuou..
and dallt::"'If1I" th.u vour 1"'lition"I', Auorue-v rould ,)(.1 IH' auv
I........ ihilily (TO.., 1111" kni," In attend in ...·" ..,- ' 11 for hi, tliall~'for("
rlu- .idjournnu-nt of ...l id COUIt. I" which 1l1l',1II' HllJT P.'tilionn
d-Iauln-d. aud a l-olII)llainl 1\\;1'" fil"d ;1ll',l ill..t him' Ior ,,"ts.11

In fad the \\('a t ha mu-t ha n ' hlTII foul: Ilnh ihrcr- of rhr- Superior
Court juder-, arrived in roun : SI"pfwtl Putter. Benoni H a ll and
j ame-, Helme : Stephen H opkin .., Chid J u..tice. and \ktca!f Bo\\kr
-aaved home. So Brenton p',titiot1l'd the (;t'III'ral ' \ "'o(' mh h that r-xer-u
lion uf the judgment 1)(· ..taved. the judurm-nt -ct a..ide, and a new

trial granted at the IW ...t Supre-me Court. H (' filed hi.. petition on
-I Xovc mbe r Iii'!.: the (;t'tll'ral .\ ..-emblv met 011 the -econd \fo nda \
in Derember, and on Frida y the 18Ih 'th." L ower Hon-e voted I~
permit the appeal provided tht· IX'liliOlwf'i !o,!t.:,'d the amount o f the
judgment "in n""Kh of the I Ink of ..;tid court to he immediatelv
pai d 10 the Re-ponda m- , if tI\('~ »brain juducmcnt in their favor hu'l
or hcrvi-c 10 ht· ddin'red to Iht' 1'.·l it i" Ilt'r or hi...-\ 1I0 fll t"\ ."' l l T hl"
Senale Hlm'urn·d. t :, .

,\ 1 Ihe 11(.... , In m of th ,' S UI)('rior Courl. \\h ifh "Iartnl in .\pril
17i:'. Brl'nlon a rrin 'd on tinw, anti a ju~ W i!" 1"I11 .....·n a fter Ill" ..howe·d
Iht' judge.. Ihe Aft o f th,' ( ;elli' ra l A' 'o('m hl y t ha i ..:: ranled hi, pe.-tilion
for a ne w t rial. and 1111' Court hq.,:an "t" inq ui re into Ihe fa cl".' ·
Br('n lon nlT('ft'd ;\.. I'\,idellfl' a fOpy of a dnn'l' h(' 'aid \\ a " I!hen in
th.. Court of \' in - .\li mi ral l\ in Uo..lo li. Th.. ;lIlo Tll('\" for j ilcoh
G reenc a nd Comp.lIIy o hj....It·,1. ""yin!.:

T hl' COllr t in whic'h "lid 1) " 1' 1'1 '" wa' ~i\"t'n It'HI no j1l ri,dil'lion of
,ei7111TS lIlalk within tlr.. limi r, or tllt" Cn lOIl\ of Kllod (· hland.
in till' fir,t in,tan"". a' "l'l""n- hy t ill" St.-l l lIi,· or till" Eig-hth or
( ;"Olgy tIll' T hird . I ii_ 11I ""'nt \I"'t (; r;lc j' lll" \la j,', ty. <:lIal' IIT
t''' ' llty-..,'('ond; al_o. ror that or ,;tid l"0P\' il apllI';lI~ tl lat said
d,·crt·(· W<l' Illad(' ill ('ol)(krnll;ltioll of ~ood .. ,,·i7t·d on IllI' High
Spa" wl]l'n'''_ Ill!' gooll- 'aid to Ill" ('t'll\-"It" d '\" '1,' lak" n h\' t'll('
,aid \\' il1ia lll Ilt ld ing..t"lI ill :'; ;l l l'a ga ll" '\l Itl\ ;11ld "i lhil; 11lf'
Colony of K!Jod l' h la llll : ;Illd al,o. ror that a (:op~ a ll ,'_I"11 h\' a

I'\(;"n~ral "\""lIlhl~, 1[0" '" joutn.l1. 18 II." "lIlhn 1772.
I lll> id.
I·-'C,nwl .11 .\",·Inhl" S,·""" , j O"' ll;,I, IA 11," "wI.." Ii7 2
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Cou ll o f Vio ' Ad m ira lty is not matter of cvidcno- ill a Cou rt of
R ecord wi thout O ath made of till' T ru th tlH' n 'oLH:

Hut Brenton argued that the deuce ought to be accep ted as evid ence
a nd th at th e Court of Vi ce Adm iralt y had full juri-dict ion of th r
<.;('iZUfC, "i t Iwin?: made at sea. agreeable to th e Arh of Parl iament. "
The colon ists believed that the term " High S("<ls" app lied to those
wa ter'S out-ide the co lony's ju risd ict ion . thai is, to that pa rt of the
rx r-an bevond a head land to headland line in whic-h th e ~«"a" f all high .
and not 10 th e waters in the ha y a nd estua ries. Hut Brenton had oth er
ideas, and a lthoujrh the co urt docs no t n-r-ord hi s a rg ulllen t, it is
likely that IH' quoted the Statute :!8 H enry VIII , wh ich cl a im s juris
diction OW l' things d un e 1101 only upon the sen. a nd in havens. creek",
and rive rs, but also "in all places whatsoe ver with in the flowing o f
the wat er, to th e full sea -ma rk: and in all ,{{ rea t rivers from those
bridge.s d ownwards that are next the sea."!" H e also claim ed that an
a t tes ted co py of the p ron Td in l,:s o f the Vice Admiralt y Cou rt wa s
"suffic-ient matter of evidence in law."

BUI the ju dges ref used to a d m it it in evidence, and "let the jur~

from foundi ng- a Verdic-t thereon he exonerated ."
Brenton then offered the jury a ropy of Dudin,c;.;ton 's commission

to sr-rvr- as a r- us torns o fficer ( h is Roval Navv cornm i...."io n wa s not
qucsrioncd at this trial ) , and the attorn eys fur J acob G reene a nd
Compa n y looked it over g i n ,~('( ly a nd sa id

the snnn- a p lwars to flC' a Co py of a COllHllissioll from \\ 'illia ltl
Burr-h. Wi llia m Shelton, - - Rnhinxnn, J oh n T "l tlJlIt- . Char les
Paxton [the Conuuissioncrs of C ustoms ill Hostonl an d th t ' said
J o hn T em ple was rem ove d [rom his offiee. a, Conunissiom-r,
be-Fore the said Seizure was made , also for tha i said Copy is neit he r
attended with tho Sea l of any Office. or the O a th of th l' said
Richa rd Ri-eves. or any othn ptT'iOll: also for that till' Commie 
-ion. of \, hir-h this is said to I'll' a ("o py. was nrvr-r reco rd ed ill this
("01011\'. )\l'ithn doth it appe-ar that the said \Villia lll w,~ ('\1'1'

,won~ to ma ke sl'i7unos ('ith tT bv till' Board of COIIHlli"inIWIS ill
Boston or any ~fag i stra t l ' s in thi s Colony.

Brenton replied

the said ('opy is au tlH'nt iratt'd in Ih.. usual and l"(Hllllinn form of
!Ii!look I , Supnior Courl, ( k loh n "['"rill 17."1 - .\ I-' r il T erm [789, K ,:n l COUllt~

Courlhou,,', Pl'. :l Q8. (I(j.

"$r,' :\ r th ur Brown.., " C iv il and Admiralty L ,w" (2 ""is., D" h l in , 18t)2 ),
\'oL 2, pp. -tliHi7.

t'''pies ivcur-d bv the said Board ; thnt it is al,o rontinur-d ill forn '
ntlt"ilhsl:tllding ti ll' n-nroval 1'1' john Tcmph-, Esqu ire. 11d o lt,
said S('i7un' ; m-ithr-r "as it t""l 'ntial or IW<Ts,ary that said COIl1
missiun should br- ri-r-ordr-d ill thv Colony, and sworn before any
~lagi " r:t h o in this Colony,

The Courl ruh-d tha t t hr- copy "is rejected."

The case then went to tlu- jury, whose verd ict wa s, " \ \ '(, co n firm
the Former judgement wit h costs." The Cou rt ru led tha t J accb G ree lle
and Compan y he paid :!9:"J poun ds lawful mo ney, and co-as, making
a tot al of :WO pou nd s, eig-h t :sh illinf-,"S' a nd one half Iklln y lawfu l
m on ey, The da mages were st°l at les:s than half t he value pl aced on
the sh ip me nt fo r a n~r~ good rea son: wh en Brenton ITHl \Td for an
ap peal to till' Kin ,~ in Council , the Court would not adm it the app-al.
" the Dama ges g-inon by th e J tt r ~ be ing less th an the sum lim ited by
A r-t of the G en eral A,,"elllbl y UPOIl which appeals are gra n ted."

Theft' rema ined only to i, ,,Ul' a writ , commanding the she riff in
Newport Counrv to execu te the judgmen t, a nd, if he could 11 ,,1

for want of su!'fieil"nt estate of tilt" said \\' iI1 ia lli Du d ingslo n , . ,
we- fu rther r-omnu-nd you to take the hody of tln- said \\' illia m
into your eustody and hill! safely secure in our g-aol in :\'P\\ IX>lI

.. . till he satisfy and pay the aforesaid J acoh G n 'n ll' a nd
COlllpa llY tln- afnrl'said slim or he the refrom d isch ar .g('d .

Ttu- writ w .." "igned by Su-ph cn Hopki ns, a profe -s.ional po lit ician
\, hn -crvcd as chid just in",

Ch arles Dudley, customs o fficer a t Xcwport , pa id t he mo tley
to Sh eri ff \\'altt'f Chalom-r and on ~lay :!O, 177:l , the Gn't'/H's
rolk-cn-d their 10 01. 1

' Dudingston , fortullatel y for him , was stil l in
England. where he had ber-n judged by .. far different t yploof justice
- a nay.. l co u rt-mart ia l. .-\t his co u rt- mart ia l 11<' was "hono ur nhlv
acquitu-d" and soon thcn-afn-r p romot ed . lit- rt-turued 10 "t"a dUly off
rhc !\,'w En g-land ('oa"l d u ring th e Revol uti on a nd, run- m a v a""UIlH".
conrinurcl to displa v h i" habitual zea l in the sn \·i("l" of his K ing o

1'1 h~w·l".t'n un"I>Io ' to find thr Orill;ill:ll of Ihis wri l in th,' K ent COl,nl}' Court
hOL,,,' records. T ht"l'l' is, h""T"'·r . ~ "rrlifi,'d In". r op y of il ;llllon~ Ihl' ulH·la"ifi,"d
(;",p..- pap"" in II,,· lib,,,') of Thr Rh" dl' Is];,nd H isto r ic l] Soril'ly , PlOv id ,'n", ',
Rhod ,' ] , tall d , T h,' ih'mi,,'d hill D udlq paid was ", follow"

J uly [772 £ 2'15 .-o,t, £ 1 18sh . 2d.
O el" [...r 1772 1 1-t 7 ~'-,

.\ pli[ 177:1 I t -t -l
1'['" II pn"T for ",.,'elltion , Illak i,,~ " lUtal of C 'Wil li'<"



XO'J'ES FRO.\l T HE SH ELVES
OF T H E SOCI ET Y'S LI BRARY

II is dillit-ult to find one's way t hrough Rh od e Islan d histor y ; oru

Ind ian na me is spelled in more t han forty ways; sett lers spelled
accord ing 10 taste ; h ut imagine the pitfall s an d pit y the SO rW\H of
nn e wh o di s("(JY(-rs t hirty- two '1'0 111 H a za rds in X arrag'\IJ';('t t.

:\ IJr~ .\g lH" I\\'sr, Tin 'Fou-n Thill S,j nd 1/ Sial ,' ( \\, p, rn h . l.' l l n . 19U ) .

You will .go. then, rerm-rulx'r-ing that yOll arc th e representatives of
YOllr nntiv r- I'\l'w En gla nd . the la nd of the puritans. of schools . and
co lkg('~. and c hu rch,-s. and <abbat h- , and san ctua ries, and bibles.
You will 1)(' t hro wn into the midst of adve nt urers from all na tions.
ami fro m under a ll Ionns of gowmmem, from nations carhnlir- and
protest a n t, pagan and christia n, Exhibit to them all. t ht· true Yankee
chn rac tr-r. The hon or of your dea r native State i~ r-nu-usn-d to yonr
kl'cpi ng, Do 1I0t tarnish, d o not lx-truv it. :\Iak e your co rporation a
littl e mode! r(,public. free. or deriv. law rt'~pt'n in g , an d law obeving.
Let not thr- credit of our fn-r in..tit utinns sutler in you r hands.

C:""'\;lI1 lin ,' 1ll."Il("u , .-1,1 . Idd r<, .u to I/It- .v"rr",,-,,jll II'lt Trl/dill !! end .\ fill i ll ~

. f,-HlciatilJlI, IJII Th r i, /J '-Imr l llrt' lor ('"Id ",,, i,, [ Paw nn-ket, Shcrrncn. 111+(1) ,

III fa ...hion ahh- sr hoo ls, tu-edk-work was an ao-ompli-luncnt
required of t'wry well educated young lady. :\s pan of her rraininu,
...he produced a sample r under the guidance of her teacher. whic-h wa s
often p uh lid y r-xhibitr-d upo n gradu ation as proof of the sm-cev fu l
ounpletion o f her stu dies, T he -umph-r mad e by Luc v Potter ill 1 7 ~11

in l'm" i(kn n ' , Rh ode l-laud . i~ typical of thnsr- made at ';"fiss PolI ~"

Balc h\ Select l-emah- Acadelll~ , rs tahli-du-d some time b-Ien- 17H:1
and a tte nded hy ,girls from the lx-st famil il's in Rhode b la nd . The
un known n-arhcr of needlework in this ~( ho(l l had unusua l a rt istic
nhilitv, a wide knl1\\kdge of stitc hes, and a well developed ~ ' llSt· of
ro l'Jr, r (J lllp()~ i tion , and UmltT~ta lldin,g nf tnateriak Hn ability tll
impart hn klllJ\\ kdge tn htT pupil ~ produced llla ny ollNand ing
salllple r~.

.\ I ildr..d 1),' \ ;" '11, " !':;, r1y.\,,10'';, a" "[',-, tiI", ill tilt' .\ 1'1 1,,"-1 illllt' •,f Ch;<:H~'" ,.
"I'h, 1.11 1, . "'", , '11 . l llli'IIIt' Sh' II/ '. 191;1.

[r o lL t i"u ("{j u" imi d,' ha,- ~ ('o, ,-,]

· 0,.

THI : J)OI{]{ RJ-:UEI.UO:\, I X unom; ISLAr\D :

THE .\ IO ll I:R.-\ T E PHASE

loy Ro a xa r L Cr.\ I\ I- K Il I

I mtructor in Il i, to ry al Carnp<r ie Inslit ule of Technologj

F O L I.O w t :-;t ; illS RETlfl.F\!F"'T to the Ik rm itage ill 1 H:~ i. former
Pre-idem :\nd rl'w J ackson. although r-nfechlrd by the pain of old
WOl llHI, and sll lfcring with t ulx-rculo-is. d ropsy and diarrhea, rcu u
lnr lv rOITl'spondt'l1 with his friend and confidan t. Franr i-, Preston
Bla ir, publi-hcr of T he Glabr, In "l ay, lfI--I<!. j ackson wro te Bla ir
that ", .. the p -opk- of Rh ode Isla nd will triumph as they ought in
e~tabli~hing their rep ublican const itution .. , and democracy will
triumph tlu-n-. ' j arkcm was rde rri ll ,~ to an episode in American
polit ical hivtorv known as Dorr's Rebell ion wh ich OCC UlTed in R hode
l eland d uring mo-t (of 1842, The Rebe llion wa~ much like a three-a ct
pla y. ,,'h ik mnrc at tention has lx'cn gin'll to the rcvolut ion arv ph ase.
o r ~('nl11d art. and _~I i gh t l ~ k~s to the lat er reactionarv ph ase. little or
no r-mphacis ha ~ been placed 011 th e prc-n-volurion nr v modera te
pha-c. T his paper is co ncerned with the oJl('nin,g' art of t he Rebellion
when the moder a te incl ination s of the leadersh ip were pa ramount.
An evalua tion of thi- , moderat e ph a-e is J1('n'~~ary to an understand
ing of t he full Rebellion h C (";H N ' t he ba sic i,,_~u('~ at content ion a rc
deaf. and a view of the \I pri~i ng can ht' scr-n unobstructed hy the
el11otioll and anxiel~ a'''lwiated with revolution .

" ·hil t· hi-aorian-, han ' a~~idunllsly trie-d to formul at e -omc the ory
of po litical trad ition in Ann-rica , t hey han - often chosen eithe r to
ignorc n"rr ' ~ Rebellion or to imply hy omission that the Rh ode
Isla nd n '\"! ,lutit '11 wa , an unim pt .nant polit it-al uprising, Louis H a rtz.
in hi~ run-t ah lt- an d ~ti 111l1 Li t ing ~tlJd~ of the libera l rrad it inn. hac
"ug.ge~t ed h~ innuuu-rnblc examph-, tha t the American liberal tra di 
tion i~ t-vrr pn-v-u t and involuntarilv erupts wi th grea t virulence
\\ he ll ;1 nerd a ri.., ' ~ . ~ Il fl lT \ Rd xll io ll, in many \\a~~. su,g,ge~ts th at
Ha rt z' ~ lihn al tradit ion l11a~ not he qu itt' so uni\l'rsal. O f tho:-.('
all t hor~ wh o han ' g in'n SO!llr- a llr-nt ion 10 the Rehell ion , the maj ority
ha H' ex plained th is incident hy cryptical ly dcsrri hin ,g t he ft'\"o lut ion-

1_\tld l'< 'W J arh"" to Fra t...i, p , Blai r, )1.1.1' ::!:I. 18-12, Bla i, Fi11l1il) ra p("[~ ,

.l,u 'h u n- Illa i,- ( :" ",-,·' po nd, -nn '. I.i!> r:,,-) of ( :0"1('-""

~L""i, I b, lL, Th r LiI' er,,1T ",,{i /;,,,, ill A 'lin ;,,, , :-':, -w Yor k, I'l.'i'i _



U II" Ud n1Ji" n : .\lodOtlt., Ph,' ll' Jlll~ D"" U.,lId/lOn: .\lodl'Tt/tl· I'htll /'

arv a'ti\iti("~ "f it- n~lnu~l k,' , I' rm 'idn ll (' auornev Thoma- \\'il...,11

fl " rr , ami implvinu that hc' W;I~ nothing more than a politil ';11 drill a
~O~ll t' iUH..I a radical n'volutionarv . .\ h hom:h thi-, p;lpn i~ not an
"polol.:l·ti(· evaluation of I>nrr ' ~ p,lft in the Rebe llion . it i~ aimed at
~h,)will~ tha t Ilt lrr r-vhauctr-d t' \ ( ' r ~ known nu-an-, w ithin the nlll'ti
tutional and lrJ:!al -t ructun- of Rh, ltk l -land 0;0 as to ave-rt an armed
Ilpri~illg I"'/orr he carried throuuh t he- rr\'ol utioIMr~ I'Hlit .. with
«hir h ls- "a ~ tr adi t icnal lv IltTtl .._...It'i;u c·d.

An IIndc 'p. l anJ i ll "~ " f Ihc' pnl il il'a l lx-havjor of the _I:tll' in IIIC'
IAU)'.. i.. e"""nt ial lo a rompre-hcn-iuu of t he (;H:t ioIMI interpluv \\ hich
took platT durin.!.: the moderat e ph~I't' of the Rebe llion . R hmk 1..land's
-mall p" pulal ion miu ht ~ uC;C;(·" 1 that it-, poli tical -t ructuu- wa~ ..imph-.
This wa.. not the (";'''1 ' , .\t urh like lllm t of the ea..teru stah-s in tlu
IB:U)'s. Rh od e Island was r-pn-cnn-d b\ bot h the l k-nun mt s and
tilt' \\' h i ,C; ~ . Except for t hr- d l'fliOIl of Ill:Hi. when 11lC' .. t.ru- voted
fl t·tl\mTat ic in opposition to the \ \' h i~ commitmen t 10 tlu- Bank of
tllC' U nited Slates. Rhod e Island \'ot,'P' a fter lR:!4 suppor ted :\ational
Republicun and \\'h ig: ca ndidate....1 T he Whig de feat in Utili wa" fa r
from a ..nioll ~ politica l "f'lha('k _illc t" t ht"~ lu~t the "I<ltt' h~ only :l:?.i
nIl'·...• T ht' anion of the ..I,!te'.. \ 'll l l · .... in cro ....ing parl~ line'" In \ 'olt·
nn an i""Ut' was q uill' COll1 nl/ 'n. \"hill' not ..uc"((",_f,,1 Illllkr t hc'
J ack..n ll lMnnl'r , tht' f)c'!llcKT,tt- had dt"\'i~'d a poli lila l ..tratc·g~
\\ hi,'h ft K u~'d 0 11 i'~lIC"" r,u hn Ihan parl~ in an attc'l1Ipl tll dra"
Hlline "lrc'lH,'1h fm m Ihe \\' h i~ rilnk- . ~ T ht" \" hig ..UI"I"C..... in Rhlltk
I_la nd wa" no l dul' a" milch 10 part~ icko log~ a" it \\a_ to il" ima~t'

a" Ihl' npIX",ilion tn Ihe lihnitlilillg d I N" " of j;uk"' llIiani..m. The
Ik mlKTat-, th errfnrc·. wilh lilli e "lIpporl ilmOIl.1.: Ihc· \ uline popula
lion. Ir i,"d tn aU ran "lIppnrl from IIII' IW\\t'r ekn1l'llI" ill Ilw Rhodc"
I_land popul ali on. Ihl' ind ll..lr ia l capita li..ts a nd Ihe- ullprnpn t ic'd
11" 11\ 1111'..... T he \\"hiJ:!s, on Ill(' IIthc' r hand , pUP'ued a (('UN' a illled
al d Il'rt ing a coali t ion of a ~ra rian intlTt·..t.. and ind ll"lria li..t... Thor
oug hly CIlI1\·ill(Td for "I1IllC' t in1\' t ha t 1111' i t1lI 11 ~lr i a li_ t~ in el.llu..ioll
with till' han king commun ity \\Tn' tr ying "Y"lt'IlMtil"it lly 10 \ \1"1"..1
cont rol of the Sla tC' fl"Cllll (hnll. till' ru ral la ndhold n .. OPIKN'd any

" fl i " ,,, i r ,,' S'"li"in 01 Ihr { .'II;l r,[ SIf/ln , (" "[",,ia[ T i'"N 10 195 7.1'. hfl ').
' W J),>" n fI" rn h" n, (,·tl). I'" , id "" , i,,[ if ,d' o" /836 -18!1'! . Ib ll imo(l' , 1"S,'l,

1'1' 7:W-72 I
··'John H,o" " t' rall.- i, 10 Eli,h" H. I'nt\<'r, ,' IHil 2.'., tSH, J ohll RIO" " h ,w, 'i<

~ I " ( IS"U · IS,, :I . Th~ k hoc.k I- ldlld Il i_lOr;".•l SOt;. I' .

-an-h rualition." In drnl then . Rhod e leland \\' h il:: gn~ wa-, a _hifting
1Ila iit ion of inIeTI'''I.. whk h rep resented ,1 lI1inorit ~ of the population
ounpo-ed of landholder-, with a minimum Jlrollt"rl ~ value of rH .

The Wh ig dominariun of R hode leland polit iI' in tile' I fUO'~ ron
tin ur-d in the n.uional dnl ion of 18-1-0. O f the- H..'l l 0 von-.. r-a -t in the
vtnn-. ."t.:! 13 ch«....· rhr Harri-on-Tvler tickct ." R hod r I-land' ~ behavior
.u the polk hm\('\l'r , W,I" nOI a rcfh-rt ion of the national poli tical
"II'IJe. The "IiiI"", \"f.t illl!: lx-h.wior wa" rompluan-d \\ hen Dc mocrauc
freemen voted Whig in "llppofl of IcK,,1 randidat,-, and local i....uc...
whic h ha d more dr" n 0 11 the elect ion than Ill!' Harr i-on image."
By IR40. then. Ihe po liti('a l route..t in R hod e I..land cen tered 0 11 at
k ast 1\\ 0 manife..t.rtic.n .. of the- liberal trad it ion. TIll' \\" h i~... tr ying
vain lv to promoII' <t lila-rnl n-puhlican philosophy, dl<N' ( 0 ~ llpport

Ihe minori tv unde r tile' ..tatl' cunvtit ution. 'Hu- Ik nllln at s. lonking
for ..uppo rt [nun n-Furuud \ \'h igs, dll N' to ..upport a rnaj ur itv of l ilt'
population of tlu- ..la t!· h~ advancing a l iberal dt'lTlotTat k philosophv .

T he kcv to the Rho de l-Ja nd cont rover-o, wa" it....la te con-ai
lilt ion. W ith the repudiation of roya l aut horit y in 177:i, R ho de b lan d
n'l;lineo ht"r colo nia l chafll'r a"lht" ..t;llI· (·on..l ilulinll . T hi.. dOCUlllt' llt
I'mbnd ic-d no , ha ng:c·... ("X'!'f>1 in tidl'. and wa" a tnla l rl' prlld Uriion of
Ihe ro~al cha rier gr;lIIted 10 Ihe c'olu ny in lfifi3 b~ ChariI''' II . It
faill'd to prn\'i,!l- any dt'mon al ic" me C" hani"I1l" or iTlC"Orporale f('pub li
t";m princ·iple... W ith re",x'd 10 thc' ..illlaticlll in tilt' IH40'.. lhc· Rhtltk
I_la nd n lll_Iilulinll allm\t·d thc' fre-emt'll of Ihe -talc' 10 detenninc' thc'
q Uitlifil"a t inll" for "dmiu;Ult'1' 10 that ra nk , and did Ilot in_tillite a
~~ ...lt"m whl'rrh~ IIIe' nlfl_ lilu linn cou ld I>t" '\flU"tuft-d . In dr"d , all\
t ha ngl' in Iht' Cl m"t ilt ll inn nm ..l nt'( t'''''aril ~ 1)1' init ia te·J and carn c'd
Ihrough hy a llla jnril ~ of fn'l "lTll'n, ;\ Illi n(lr il~ of tilt' ad ult , whilt'
malt".. in IR40 , .\ .. "arI~ as 17:!-!. tl1l' fn 'l"Ill"1I of tilt" ('olo ny agrrnl
lhat a prn l )l ' fl ~ 11 (J ~di fital ion wa" Iw(('......n in onlt- r to di ....ollrag:t·
tr'lIl..i t" nt~ alll l itlllllil.:r~lIlts fmm n"nMinitll.: ill t ilt' 101011\ ' . StTiOl IS
(,( 1I1~ i{k ra till ll fllr fn Tlllan ..hip co uld "n ly h,' .l.: in ·n 10 thIN' who
dl' l11 on~tralnl a dc'd ilalnl a lld ah"olu (e a fTt't tiotl {" r th l' sta tt' an d

';" To Ih,' farnw" "no ["ndho[un< uf Rhod,' I_[" ml !" , ~ l " l d " [lI~S, \V"rw!,'k
~ I " .. T I,.. Rhod,' [ . 1;0 ",[ lI i, t" ril';,1 S", 'i,· t~· .

: H"mham, !lull ol ' , I'P . 720 ·72 I .

'P ' '' L' idr ~ rr J"h '~ u l , Sq'I' ",1M"r ;'nd (k,ol... r, IiHIl 1.,)(" ,,1 i"w'. prt·dominal. 'd
;11 l.'Ic<'ro 10 Ih.. "<! ;I<>t,



71i /) 011 Rrhd Jioll: Modera te Phll!'- [jll l~ 1%7J n
it-, Irad itioll " h~ ;ll q u ir illt.: b ud, Ik twet'n 172-1- and UHf! Iht'n' w r-n

ma n y Illod ili. alio ll' of the fnThold requiremen t. '\' lilt" number o f
new vhiu- m a lt' nduh.. l o lll illt.: in to th e vta u- im rea-ed . lilt" freehold
qualificat ion Wil' im rcav-d. The freehold which exi-t ed in IR-l-O wa"
r-..tabli..he-d h\ 11ll" t'olnny\ freemen in lilill, They deu-rrnim-d that
anvnm- dl',i rint.: Ireeman-hi p -hould own propt· rt ~ valued OI l ~ ·I O

(lata $ I.H I , n r propcrt v whic h would b rine all a nnual reutnl of
£2, o r approxiruatclv $7 ,\1

O n II\(" ha ..i.. of rh i.. freehold. t he la nd holdinu minority of th e
population -ucr r....-fullv perp-tuan-d minoritv ruh- o f tht' -tau- with
lin h- or IlO formidable oplxl"ilion. In protecrinc the ir pol it ic-a l
in tr-n-ctc, the- ..tat e's la ndholders r-ho-e to defi nr- "majoritv' a" a
m a jn rit \ o f Irceholdrr-, wh ich was act ual ly a minoruv of t ill' adult
" hilt' male population . T Ilt' nonvoters. on t he other ha nd . rt';ld ily
ao-cpred lilt" libe-ral dcmocr.uic imcrpretarion that a "majority" was
a majority of a ll ad u lt whit e male" with legal re-idcncc in the <rate.
Rat her than qunlifv int.: IIWIll-.('hC'" by acqui ring propert\ a" had bo-n
"ugC;t"Stt'd h~ II\(" minoruv , the di ..Irauc hi-ed elected to peti tion for a
lilx-raliz nrinu of th t· \otint.: la w...pecificallv a revocation o f the [n-e
hold re-qu irement ..,1<1

III light o f the ullm;lIIa.gt'ahlt- t'on"lit lltion t ha i Ihe ..lOlli' W;I"
h urt knt'd wi lh. Iht, nonvol ing Rhode 1"la ndep" wn t' fa r ed with a
T1l1m lx' r o f Ilnpal;ltabk a IWmat in·". If t hey' n -..oln·t1 10 I"tllln' t!t· tn
Ih t' will of t tlt' I;md holdt·p". t hey w{'ft· co nfro nted wilh a 'clrr i{\' of
land in \,it·\\ of t ill' "Ia l("" "m a ll "izt,. Furthermore, if they {keit h'd to

rX'p"i"t ill a rdon u atioll o f t he \"flti ng law, the Ian dhllldt 'p" ("(Hlld ca"ih '
(Id("at sllI" h pftl l:K)"a ls I,y It'.c: i, la live mean". ()n tht '''t' tw o po in l", tlu
llI,u h illa t io lls of Ihe landholdl"'" Wt'rt' wdl (·akulatl"d . T he fn Tllwll
a n l\\ t'd 1101 to ,ell " ff po rti on" of lan d , a Ian it' wh idl "ty mi ed ti lt"
landlt-.... ill t he ir a lh"111 pt to qualify tht'IIN 'h' es. T ht'\' Jikl'w i",' rd l!'l 'd
to allwnd till" \ 'otil1l-: Ltw, TIll' lin ,,1 altcrnati\T of till' no rn·o t(·r... W,l'
to p:'lit ion fo r ;l ' l;lIt· 10 1l' li lu tioJla l ron\Tn lion a imed a t riddin g 1111"

,ratl" of it" ll11dt'IlUl(T,ll ic, llon -rqJ1lhlit'an form nf .~'''\T rn lllt"n l and .
III 'pd u lh , ttl hri ng inti) Iwing a l1ew lillt' ral 1"l 111"l itUl itlll,'1 ' l' lll" rT,d i-

"11 hod, ' ;1",," C"I"";,,I Ufro,d" \' (,\ ,"t \l'1 18. 17r,O I : Sa m" ,.] (;,n ',... .\ ,."old .
H i,/",y of U!r" d, I ; {,,,,d , Itdr, ·ll'll),:! "ok. N.." York. lR'l'l -r;O, II. :!:!.1,

I"Jol", Ihuw lt F"",,'i, tu Eli, it" R, PUll"".\bn h 'In. 18'17, .Jo ltn il,,,,,,, F" " " 'i,
"'ho, ( 1R:17·1 Ill.:! I, Tltt ' R lu" j,- [sl",,<1 H i'lurk ,,1 SHC;'·l\'.

' ! 1'",,,,,,, ~,r ch ro" id " F,.J'1'1"lf\' 'I, IR:H. as q"ot"d in II,.. P"". i'/' 71 u I"'" ",II,
,"',.],." "" .1. IIlH : l' ''' I'id.·"", 1",,,,,,11, \p"il 17. liB I

tie" o f thi-, predicament. howr-vr-r, \ \I' IT quite clea r 10 th r- di ...fr nn
«hi-ed. \ \"ilh t ht- frt 'dlOld n ... n-tu..illt.: to "" II land or r ha nce the law.
a ronctiuuionn l convention "'TIlWd t ilt" ",o,t li kl' l~ rour-,« tu p llT'- lI(·.
Of COUN.'. only Ire-men WtTt' pertniucd 10 HIlt' un the n-Ien-n d um
and they f('" ~lIlarly defeated th e ..{a ll-,' h~ lan~e majoritit'''' o r , havinc
met in con vention, sidetrac ked n- Iorm of the \'otin~ law h y ki.:i"lati\T
means.!"

The gl'neral co n....·I1"II" ;l1uonc; n OI\ \ 'o lt' P" ill UHII wa-, t hat lin k or
nor hinu could lx- acrompli,lwtl in t ilt' dirertion o r exu-ndrd ...uffragt'
rdonn without an actin'. well-din-cu-d or.c:;mil.OItion, T he ir cxp-n
e-nr-e in the IR~O· .. and UUfr.., w lu-n tht· tran-Jnrrna t jon of R hode
leland ':odety from a predoll1inatrl~ agrarian popu lation to ;1I\

ind ustrial wor kinc-cla« popula t ion wa" in it" in fa m-y. had c;i'H'J1 the
d i-Jranch i-cd much experience in dealing' with thr- la nded mi noritv.
Durin g: this ca rly sla .gr ill the "uffrage movr-mrnr. Rhod e I..la nd
la ndholder- ha d fo un d it ad\ ';lIlta,c:t'ull'" in f("'POIN' 10 lilx-m l
haranuue- . to incorpora t- It' .c:i..larive Il W,Ul " to -ubduc t he majori tv.
In :\Ia y l R2!1 , a pe-tition Irom the town of Xonh Providen ce wa..
p resented to the General '-"'''I.' llI hl ~. This petition had IXTn "igllt'd b~

over ROO c it izen- of that mun i, ip,ality a majority o r it" rcsideu t- ,
The p -ritio n reque- u-d the Iq {i..lature 10 inq uire into an cxtr-nsion nf
Ihe suffrage. It wa.. rd n n'd to lIlt' Co nll u iUl't' 011 S ulTra c;l' in J um'
1H:?9, h u t Ih t' Commillt't' d itlno t rq Mlrt it" limling''' ull til t ht" OrtolxT
",',,, ion. l :< Tht' ollit 'ia l rt' ..ul t" tl f t ilt" COlllrnitttT\ pmn 't,t!ing" \ \t' [('

inh' nd l'd 10 t~tahli,h a qu.hi-k ga l plt 't nit-lit with f(' ''IX't·t tn cOII..l i·
IlJlional rd o rm. Th i, n 'port . rdnn'd 10 a' I b LOInl" s Report , na nwd
for it" chai rm an, Iknjam in U Ma n l. m adt' two important po int" wi th
re"pt'('t to th t" fut urt , o f lilM"fal rdorm in Rh odt' I"la nd , Fi rs;t, gm'ern·
1Ilt'l1t "houldlx' ha",'d Upol\ tlu- right" of prorwrt y. a nd ""fondl y. land
owne r"h ip a" an indit<!tillll of IX"I"lllarwnt n ·"i{!l-rHT wa " nt'ct' ,,"ary to
a r h in T Ihl' ,I,:n 'a l hk",i ll~ " lIf !"(" pllhl it'a n gon' rlllll t'IlL TIlt' patt'nt

1~\'Ot~, J( i\'t'u I I O rl ul". r 1824 lut f,'liji""t;o" of Ill.. C" "'l il uliun, W,,, ,,,id
.\1>, ., Tht' Rltud,' 1, land I l islOrir a l S(><, i " l ~ , '1'1,.. "0 1" w,,, 2 10 I """in'l " doplin" .
P,,,,.. id ,,, .., Jn~"", l . S"I*',uho-r h au d S"I' I,·tt,I"" fl, l lr 14 T n l or lIlt" pl'O,·",'din",
of I h.. , Ia t.. (: un 'l ilUI;o" al l :o tt\Tnl i"n for S"l' t,·tt,lwl .'i ""d S'·l'lI'",I".I' 7 app" "n'd
in lltn .. i~,u<'! , T h.. Ilrl-t C""" '"I;"" LJil..d I" Il,,,k,· all' ,'h"nll"'" in lh,' I'lUp,",l~

(IUalifir a l ion,

t:IJournal of lh,' 110"'" of Ho , 1'1,",' IlI,rl;"'" ( It.hut!t- 1..1<wd ) . .\I,tl' R, J ,,"" 27.
and O 'loh", :11, 1112'1.
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'111111'1'n .,f Ii a l a n l'" Rr-port with IllI' in" TI'a sing num ber «f Iand lc '''''
n '"id('Jlb i" iudic.uivr- o f lilt' rran-Ionnurum of Rhode b-land's popu 
lation a nd 1111' Im '''''lln' hr ouulu to be-ar IIpon the minoritv for reform.
.\" an out-pokr-u rqm·....·llla li"'· of rhi-, minoritv. H aza rd affirmed
lh"'ir inu-m ion-, of d"'ll\ itl~ thr- r ight of ~ lI lfragl' in order 10 n-rai n
pm"'r in the ha nd- o f Ih' N' dcdican-d 10 th r- welfare of the ~ta l c'. He
md"d ramat iC'all ~ port ravcd the d ire eo n....·qunlfes o f "uh rnitt in.t:: 10

a n n,lell~io ll of the Iranc hi.....-. for :

,., if lilt' c:n',lt riaht of -ulfrac:.·, 11 11011 "hid, tilt' \\1'1(;111' a nd
",i_II'nll' of til<' o>lllll1on\"..rhh , .. d" p" nd" ... if Ihi" 1,,'wc'l iv
put inln tilt' hand" (If that d.I" of fJ'.·opl,· \\ hid•... elHhr;tn......
all th.. loo...· ;111(1 fl'Mtinc:: alt th- dq)l'ndl'llt an d IIl'T'...narv 1)111'11 _
l.uion .111 tho...· \\ 110 ha \ inc: link or nothing: at slak,,' rlu-m
""1\"~: r an- lin! .. or not hinc: fur till' rig-hh of others 1)I·opll·. who
ill \'oline: c·,,·ITi.... · 1lf1 jUd!!Ill<"llt of their n" n no r have an~ wi<h to
f"fln ;Illy : takin!! rlu-ir irnpu 1...·< and dirccrionv from 1111';1' b-adcr-.
and n·' ldy to fieht tlw;r h.. tth-c. nut IIlndy lw voting. hut by ...
h r;l\\ linc:and \iol"nn' ..."

There \\ a" littl l' rr ;lI l ion to H .lla n !", R"p o rt by thl' nOIl\"olC'f' dil l'
mainl~ to a l" llit ir ;i1 illl' ni;1 wh irh n" llltl'd from poor n rc;anilat ion
and Ih.. fai lm l' o f lilt" kadt'f'hip In ' I>lm.....-'r an dkni' T progra m
a c; r('('ahk to all in tl·rt·' tnIIMrt il·' . O ne (If tilt' fii"t efTo rt_" a t form in c; a
, Ia tl'- ' \ idl' 'li lTra g:I ' o rga nil.1 lion ca me ill 1B.U " hen Ihe Rhod l' I,land
( :om mi ll ,,·c· for I h,' 1:" l t'n, ioll o f .'iulf rac;e ,\ a' he.gun b~ Ihe un ilit,;t1 ion
o f a nUlllhnof 1m-a t intlq )l'lHk nt ""ulT ra ~e cOI1Uni ll ee'" in e"i,It' I\("!,
,i lll '" t ill' l B:.!l l'". ' 1'11(' Ilt'\\ I ~ ft>rlllt'd a'.... ,('ia li, 'n W .I " ' uClc'" fu l in
a gilat in ~ f. ' I' a (on'tit uti lIlla l nllln·ntio n in 1RH, TIlt' n II1\'f'n l i, III 1lI!' 1

in Fl'hman of Ihal \I'ar a nd d rag:~l'd on throu gh thl' earh I1wn lh " of
I IB S \\ilhl"UI afCl>I;l pli' hi lll.: an '~~hin .c; ,ig n i fi; ~n l rdati\ '(' to \'otin g:
rd lll lll . l

:, W it h till' J)1'IlHllTa t ic \'inor~ in lB.Hi. t he Cnrnm illl"t"
a" 11 111 ('d thalthl' Pa lt ~ wo uld a"i", th('m in g" tt ing Ihe I Ul1'l itu liolla l
rdo rm , fllr whith tllt'~ had laborl'd. Ikmon a t ir ( o lll ro \' 1 ~)\\I ·\ l"l" .

wa " "h'lll -li\Td a" t ill' W hig:, g:athnl'(l impelus after lH3 i. and t hl'
.'illHraC;l· Commi ltlT 10"t "hat .t:: ro und it ha d ,ga ined hy ad l]('rilll.: to

Il !?,.,,,,,, 0' Ihr (;"",,,,HI,'r "" Ihr ",,,I>jal of "u L.'lr ,u;"'1"I s"d",.~r. 11l:!11.
1,·2 f;

':"',,,,,id,'ua J"'" " " I , 11"11/1"1""\ i"un fnun F.-Ill \1"1). 22. 1Il.\--1-, lhruuw;h [)", "IU

lll'''. IIlTI_ () ' )I" J,,,,,,,,,I ...I;101 l'I.llllll,'lI1,·d tha' 1111' '' . t :" l\H'nl ion was ,,, l'on_l;'
tul n ] lh.ll.1 luill",il) ...", Itl ~"\n(l,, '1L.,jmit\ .

the wan ing Democ r.u- . It wa' durin.1:" t h.. Iou r-venr 1)I'I';od [rum IB.U
10 IB.n that T homa" \\' il' o n l Iorr I,,·, .um- active- in the lTlO\ ('nWIII.
.\, all in-pirinu \011l1e; polith-i.m. Ill' ~IT\1'( 1 "" a Ilt 'mnn a lie -tau
k t.:i,lalor from I' n l\ id l'lIt ,,· du rill~ t hr....· \e;lr'. "1 In IH37, rt"prt' ......n li ng
the ...u tl raec-cpon .... m-d Con-titutional Pa n v. Il,)rr 'lOod for election
to t he T WI'III\--fih h l ' n il('d .'ita II" Con l:"n" " ami wa- -o undlv beaten
prima rily t)('I'~ U'1' of h i, a""nl'iat ion with the "suffrage p"·n p lt·.' -t r YI'I
it \\ a" not Do rr or hi" attiunh-, nn ' u lTraC;I' tha t blackened hi, imaec.
That wa -, do ne bv t ilt' rad i...a1I.lhllr eh-ment with in the Const itutio nal
Partv under thr- leader-hip of :\"w En c;land labori te Seth Lut her.
Public opinion wa- ,t",IlI.d~ " P[)lN'd tu Lu ther and hi, ncrivitie--. The
labor leader had joined the ' uff ra!.: (· rmwe-nu-nt in IfUJ ami \\ a-,q uic k
tu real ize that P'l \ \ et at the p',II" wa-, 0111' nf 1111' nll ....t dT t'{tin' ,,('apt ,n"
h i" workinu-rlnv- ffl!lf)\\('f' could mu-n-r.

The a'....xiation with radical labor. compounded h \ th e po litical
dcrni ....· of the Ik nmf ra li,' Part v in Rho!.1t- l eland . ultimatclv resulted
in a 'plimning of rhc .'iufTral.:1' Cu m m ill(·('. Luther a nd hi-, radical
fact ion departed fro m the movement k ;l\ 'in c;- ;\ -mall ha rd-core grou p
flf nH>t.kra l!.· lilwr;l1, lllukr the k a tlef'h ip o f Thoma" Dorr." T he
depa rtur(' o f l.uther fro m Ihl' Comm itt e!.' a nd lilt' C OII,litutio nal
I'a rl ~ in 1 R.~i did lint (h;t1l~c Ilw puh lit' i!lla~e \\hi(· h Ihi" alliamT
ha d n('atl·d. [), ,rr decide d tn d i,,, ,I,,,,· Iht' party a nd pn'''ell l a 11('\\

ffl ,nt to lh e puhlit- "hit-h \\ "uld Ill 't ;llil'IMIt' l llI' m l>(lerate ' . ' !'
" 'ilh Ihe Con, rit ut iolla l Pa rl \ d i""" ln'd and the Ik mt>(Ta t ir Par"

a n illeffellin' po litil"al ill"' rt llllt"1It ill RhOfk !- Iand . Dorr and hi,
fllllo \\l'f' ",'1 a ho u t Ihl ' ta,k of f!·orc;an izin /.: a tll lllpt·\t·nt c; rollp to
promote thl ' f ;\lN' flf n,Ic'IHkd , u ITra C; I', In ~ 1 ~lrth l H-lO.lh('y fornwd
Ih.. Khodt' I _la nd .'iuITraC;I' .\,,,wiat ion a nd llMilll a iunl it indq)('ndl' nl
of an \' natiOlul part~ . It wa ' 11ll' ini tia l ai m of till' ;\ ""oC'i at ilin 10

1)I 'I"forlll a n ('ducal illna l flllHt il111. T h..~ WITI ' eo tw inlnl Ih at atld i
,ion;d "upl'0rl ('(lllld hI' h;HI h um Ill.(ll ~ \\' h i,I.: ' if IIu-y \\IT" prllp... rl"

I"J"I" , 1hnwl' FLHlI'i, 1" Eli, I", R. 1'011..... ~ I.m - h -\0 :\lId ]) ,'<','uII..., 2:1, Url7 •
JohlL » !'Own FI.I,,,.i, ~ l " . (11\.\7.11\1>'11, 1·11<' Rh"l j,- 1,1.Il" ll l iq " r ic;<l S ,,(" il·I ~ .

l! ~:l ,· ('jion R,·l lIr", . :\II!t "'f ~ '1. 11l:17. Rh "lk " "' nd .\l antl , nipl". X, 'H -qll,
I Ill' R h"d,· Island lI i,wril·,,1 S", i,·h.

"l.o u is I LH\;. "Sdh L lrl iwr. \\'Ol kiuw; ( :\;1" l. il ...r.I1:· S r ,, ' 1' ''.~ I,, " d Q"'J/lrdy,
X II I Is.'p t,'nll"'l. ['I'HlI , H iti,

1·'F,;Il".i" In l'oll.-r. f) ,·... ·"'l,,·,· :n. 1f1:\7. J " i", llro w(l F r:lIl1'i\ ~h,
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in f" rllled as tll the ohjeniHs of the AssociatiOJl, Thr- new suff rage
orga ni/,a tion nuuk- it d eal' [rnm the hq.6nnin.l!: that its objective was
"A liln-ra! ex tension of tlu- "ldTrage to the lIt//il 'l ' whit .' male cit izens
of IIH' United State", resident in R hode Island .'· 2fl

By t'ad y 11H t the A"sociat inn's plan was well under way. The
nu-rnhcrv held II\('t"tin ,,'S, made impromptu "lwtThe", sponson-d
parade". formed loca l stllfraw groups, and <uppnrtr-d lib-ra! candi
dates For "ta1t'l)ni (T S. ~ 1 The frt-cnu-n. however, continued to maintain
a "tron ,!!: Iq6slatiH ddell"t' again"t an y liheralizat inn of the fra nchise ea
In rc-ponsr-, the Suffrage A""twiat ioll ca lled for a " People's Con-ti
tut ion" to 1)(' draw n up and submitted to all adult wh itt: ma le residents
of \'ntin g" age for approval. A vote, unsanctioncd hy the lega l govern
ment of the state. was taken and the suff rage leaders r-lairru-d th at a
rna jllrity "f the q ua Iified voters - resident white malt'S of kgal age 
had voted to adopt the " People's Constitution. " T he Association
imnu-di.uelv demanded tha t the Genera l Asscmblv pu t the new
t'ou-ti tutinn into effect. Howe ver , Il O amou nt of intimidat ion from
the "ldf rage nu-n could foro- the I,,,tahlishl'tl ,C;O\"t' rn nlC' llt to al'cept
this "unlawful" frame of gO\TrnIl1l'nt. n

\ \' hih- t 11I'''t' Cl HI"t itut ionnl activit iI'S wne taking place during I H41
ant! early I1H<!. tlu-re- WITt· innumerable demand s for revolutionary
mtinn shoul d the C enITal .-\ sSl' lllhly not recogni't' the " will of the
ll1ajori t ~ ,..~ t DOlT was known to han' "poken of taki ng violent action
in his public addl"('s"l'''. ~ '' but in hi" private correspondence there is
con"idlTahk t'yidt'lHT to indic.ue that during this moderate ph n» he
sought a kg-aI soiut iun to R hode Island 's diffirnl tics rat her than a
radirul "\Trthrllw of the gO\'t'l"lIlTIt'nt. Even though Illl' kgi ..lutu rc

~" l'rol,;dN,a Jou , nal . :\Li rr!l 28, 1/l --1- 0 : J"",,!> 1''''' ;; ' '. A Cv"ci.., Hi .!101)" o{ Ih ,
10,"" " ' 1' '" Obl"i" "n 1,'.\"1, ,,,;,,,, ,,{ SllD'a~r;" U/", .I, 1,1",,11 ; {" 'm I ll, } ; 'fI' 18/ 1
1018-/1, Prm ';d, 'rK". IB--1-2, "1'- 211.:1ll.

~r l',ov;dn',r Jo",""' I. .\l'r il " JJ d ~Ia \' , 1841 .

~~JoLlrna l of II", I lo u,, · (O f J.t q m ·,, ·nt 'ltl w 'S ( IO,uut' ',bnd l, J" nu,lry S,'" i" lI,
18+1, "lid J un,' S,·,,;on. 11l --1-1.

~'l Pr"li;d""N Jounwi , .\ UKli st 27. IH·1I: O<'luh" 27.1841 , pllhli ,l wd l"st uf
Ill!" " P"uph"," (: uu,r itu tlon: J anll:u y H. IR I2. ISMW c:ln;t'd plOcblllati"n of llH'
C o uv"n t ;" u I' r,.;l dcnr Iha l 111<" C(>"' l;tu t ;on had h,.,.n d ,'c1a"'d "dupl ",1

~ rl'r<n,idnue J"'" ""/. J a n Ll ;lr y 15. J "",,,,n2 7. a nd f ..l>rua r y I , IB-l'l.

~'-' f'/(J";"n,(( J"""",I , F"I" " .,ry 1, lH+::',
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Iaih-d to an t'pt th t' " PI'O ple'S Con-aitut iem," lhu-r, still pUNlling a
uuxk-rau- COUNe. hegan all ac t in' cam pa ign ill e-arl v 1B42 to artlll"t·
nat ional COIltTrn for the sulfra.!!:l· movement by rmumunirnriut; with
prominent Dt'mon a ts throughout tht ' country. ,\ mone; the politicia ns
of nation al sta t ure Do n exchan ged cor resp ondence with was the
('apahit' ;'\ew Hampshire l Iemocrat , Levi \ \"oudhury. An earh
j ackson supp orter. \\'oodbury was twiu ' elected to the Un ited State"
Senate and served as Secretary of the Na\'y during J a l k"lm's second
ad ministrarinn. H is mo..t distingui-hcd rabinet po..t wa- a" Secretary
of the Trea- urv. succeeding Roger B. T alley. and he cntuin ued in this
rapacitv durin .c; Va n Bure n's prcsidcncv. \ \' ood bury averted the 10"'"
of his federa l influence in lH4-1 by sUClTssfully winning the sup port
of the New Hampshire legislature in selecti ng him as United States
",..n.uor.!" H i" r-..tablishcd rep utation as a staunc-h lh-m orrat and all
advocate of -rate "O\'tTeig-nty afforded Dorr the llppo rtlln irv «f cncour
ac;in.c; sym pathy for the free suffrage movement in Rhode Island.

By April tFl.J-2. Dorr's stand cenu-n-d on two crit ica l issues. He
maintained that suhrnitt iug a constit ut ion d irectly to thr- people was
not all illegal act . and that the interference of t ill" Federal Govcrnment
b -cau-c of a violation of the " domest ic violence" rla tN ' of the United
State" C,H)"tilulion ( Art icle IV, Senion.J- ) would he rout rarv to the
American t radi tion of "tat e sovc reigntv. Till ' interpn-t.uion of the
ex pression "dollH'"tic violence' is impo rtant to DOIT's caw. At Ihi"
time then' wert' dilft,rt'IHTSof opinion as to its mcanina. FiNI. that a"
a frame of ,c;oyern nwlll. t he Unite-d Sla tes Con-ti tution delcuan-d
au thority to the Preside nt to protect each "tate from invasion aIHI
do mestic violence. It was urn-lea r a" to whether the "domcstu-" meant
interstate or int ra-aau-. T hose who accepted thi-, version 1'11(1"1"' to
interpret the phrase as interstate. In such an in-tanrr-, the l're"id t'llt \
task would he t o "t·u lt· disagreellwnt s am on g the statt's alld prUItTt all
invok ed frolll \'in lt'IH"t'. Second ly. and the lllll"t COllllllo llly acceptnl
version (If " dOllle"t ic \·io"'nft·... was that upon a reqUt'''t from a "la te
kgislature or tht, gOHTnor (should the legislature he out of "e"sion )
the President wlluld inlITcl'(k in Iwhalf of tht' e"tahli"lwd g0\'t 'J"ll llwnt
and prote("\ it frolll intra"tatt' \'illlt'n ce lI O maHer what tht' cirr ulTl
stann's. In a le!ter 10 Senator ' \' ood hury. Dorr explained that tIll'
..uffr a,ge men would re"po nd to dokn re hy \'iO!t-ll (T. hilI would not

~ ~ D;r/;o"",l' "I A ",n;uln lIiu~,,,ph.l', XX, --1-11 B·--1-8'I.
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initia te <uc h a nion. H e- hoped thai ..... Ihf' rigill " of a Smt"rt>il.":"l1
Pt·n pIc· \\ ill not hc' hn-tilv di"po-e 'd oL hv the" Prr-cidcnt and h i"
Cabinet. UPOII an allt 'ga tio n of 'dome-tic \ioknn" h~ o ur l'n furialn l
oppom-nt- . "lhc l't"opk wil l a n o n th r- dd c' n"iu'; hilt t hr-v will protect
tht 'll1"dH' s. a nd maintain their [I' c'o pll" " Constiunion . a s th ey ha \T
the rig ht . a nd a n' ho und in ho no r to d() . " ~ ~

.\ t thr- poi lll it i" difficu lt 10 a-certa in how <incere Do rr a nd h i"
followt'r" \\(' 11' in their decirr- to ke-e-p t ill' pea cr . It i-, a rertnintv.
how eve r, that the r-nacuncnt h y the e-r.rbli-hed gm' e n lllwl1t o f t he
" ;\ ll.":"e ri lw Law" in c'a rl ~' April IB·1 2. inci ted tlu- Do rr itt"" to <p-a k
1110re fn"t"l y a m i \T hc'lIlt'n th of arrm-d n-lx-lli.m . Th is " La w" wa" in
ac t uulitv a n n:ecllliw p roclamat ion of the t::O\Trnor of Rhode l -Jand
a nd not a IC·l.":"a ll\ rnn-rit utr -d law of rhr -rau-. It dedarrd a n, an ion"
Hf rhr__ -upporrin c o r pa n iri pating in 1111' "un law ful entr- rp ri-c" of
II\(" "lIlTragt' nu-n a" tn·a"tmahlt' . ~ ' Tht' IH ann it'al na ture ' o f thi-,
" La w" was appa n-ntlv unaco-prable t" Rlv llk lsl.unh-rs. "The
;\Igrrim' La w: ' Dorr explained 10 \ , 'IH,dbur\' , "i" H' ry gf'neralh
condemned by tho-e who a n ' not friend" o f the fl.'opk '" Con"titu liOl{.
a " impolitic. un m'c~"<l ry & unjuvt. "lhr- I't 'o ple regard it a" null and
\oid, a, Cfln llitling with t ht' hie:hn aUlh"rih o f Ih i~ COIN iltllion
[tht' Pt·np!t-·"l . which rnnllll a n<!.. the ar h. \\ hidl t hl' prc'l t' llded la w
(orhid~: ' ~" T hl' pc..ople mi ght n' l!;a rd it a" " !l u ll and Hlid: ' but t he n '
wa" "Iill til(' pcl""ih ilil y .. f I' n.... i(it'nt T~llT t1"in l!; fOl"rr to o\T rw hd m
and ulI,h 11ll' 'ulfra gc' ll\o \'elllf'1l1 foren·r. Dor r dt·.1r1 y ft-' lf(·d th i" for
11(" "lIggt" lnl tn \\' c H llibu r~ Ihat if \\"a,h i n~on wo uld adopt a pol in
o f non inl ('rferelltT . democra cy a nd SI,I1I '" rig hb wo uld t rium ph
llnoppo ....'t1 in Rhod c' J.,\;m d , f'l i" f('ar IIf pn', idt'1l1 ial ,It tion \\ ;,,,
n ' iclellt \ ,11l"1l Ill' wrotc \ , 'oll dl)ll n ' thai:

TI ll" ",II' h"lH" of Ill<' T Ol i,'s i, IlO" d ilO ·t,t, 'd 100\illtl ti lt' E" Tut i\ ,·
of li lt' l·.~ . :"0 "doUIl""i,' \i"l"nn'" ha~ y,·t C>tTUU I·d : <llId. of
null.... ·. tI\{' I' n ', idl'llI '.mllot " 'lid hithl " ,m\ of 111<" forn" of Ilw
l ·.S. t" '1II'l'n'" it. lIul tht' "I'..,i,·" .1It · u~i~~ "\" ' 1\ ,·" ·r&i.c. ,n tn

ohtJ.i ll Irom :\Ir. Tv h-r ....um- prolui"t'.or I"l>t tHl};lli"ll.o1 promi",'
of a proclamation to ,ll "Ilc:tlWI1 them...·I\'p': and then. if tlu-v
& 11" tbl '\' \H llrld c n'ah';\ Ill't"l'"..itv for illll'rfc'n 'nn ' on ttlt' part o'f
t lu- t.:0\"t" 'T1I1WIlI. bv b\im:: halJ(j., on "'1111" o( II' th rough thr-ir
.\ )g,' riIll" L 1\' . and c'ollll'l'l ling' O UI' rr i-nd- to dd, 'nd them'elves.3"

B~ mid -April, I)"rr'" h-ttrrv to \,""t lli lmr~ mi rror the incTt'a" illg
gra\ity o f the "ilu'i1ioll. Th.... ....-ua tor had not htT tI eucre-..sful in
d n Tlopin(!" Congn'",ional ..upport fo r lin- Proplc'c C',UN'; Do rr' "
romm unic.uion of .\ p ril U ma nifc-alv po rt ra y" hi" a U.'I. ic,t y (J\Tr
fnlt- r,d iun-rvcntion by a- kina. '"\rill the fr iend " o f American
[)1 · lllO.-r'H ~ in lhc' tw o H 0 1N' " of C(ln ~rn.. permit surh a pJ"(lre('din~

to ta ke p la t e in \'iobl ion o f the ri~hl" and cxprc-scd o p inion-, o f lilt"
Sm t"rt'i~ 1l I' t'''pk fir a Slat e how n r-r "mall it-, terr itor ia l dimension
w ithout urn- word of rcmon-tra nce ?""I Even whib- writin g. th r
'u lTra,t:.· leade-r \\a" WTIl awa re of the milit a rv preparation- o f the
[n-t-holrh-r uovc m nu-m . T wo J a y" la-Io re tln- " :\ I.::n in(" Luw" \\'a "
oJli, iallv I' n ula illwd , m ilitia uni ts had 1)('('11 alern-d a nd plac ed 0 11

rhin v minun-, \\"arni ng.;c~ Dorr realized that t hi" act ion would
un doubu-dlv provok e hi... cupportcr-, 10 take lip a nn.. in dcfen....•.
s..·u,i ng tha i he ,1Ild hi, follllwrf" WC'f(' "1;lIu ling alolle. hI" hc'''t.'t'"cht'd
W lIodhlln ' : " W ill a ny fr iend of Sl at e" R ights in c'ithn H Ollo,(' d o li'

th .. LI\ Or or ..a~in g: h y l('lIn \\ hat \\1' an' to C:.'I. I)I'It! I trll ..t t ha i
' 01111 '0 1]('" wi ll ,l.: i\t, II " t he reply.. "'1.1

.\ f;l\ora hk [(·'lll .. I ....• 10 Dorr'.. pt 'l ilio n" wa' Ilot forthc o lll inJ.:. It
'\ ,1' I kar to Do rr tha i tht' o ppn..ilioll haJ ckficlnl 10 t·:\t·n- i-e.' t Ill'
··t!o lllt·,ti, \ 'illknn'" dau"t' o f t he l:nitt·J Slah'" CUI\, ti lu l ion in nrdn
to an ,id pll h lif I'Inha rra.., n wnt by ha \'ing ti lt' ma th'r lk ha l('(1 in tht"
(:o l1gl"(''''' . Slw h a d..ha te would ll t1d(l 1Jhlt'llI ~ a tt ra n na l io ll;t! a ll el1
lioll to Rhode 1"la lHl's fJlll"t ion a!Jll' C"l lll"litllt iona l prad in,,,.:It III
o rcin to prc'''tT\t· a lld pm ln t m inorily m it' wi tholt t ha\ 'in g: 10 jll "ti f ~

thl' c' xi,t ing '~" tt'm of go\t' rn llwll t in tilt" ' late, (;O\('HlOr Samuel
W a rd K ing. tll;'gi lllling .\ pril -1- lh . C' .'\,( hangt'c! ,I "t'ri t·... o f o llil ia l no tt-..

~;· I how ,,, W. Il ,,, ,. 10 I. ,·,·i \\"oo ci Io Ll n, '\ 1'1;1 7, IH·\! , Wo" d lo" l) 1"' 1" '1,
I s ,',.i,', I I , l. ih r" " " r ( :u nlo[ r.." .

~' I-'''oC l,''' I''liofl of lh,· I'..-, id ,·u t of till" L' " il r d SIal ... .
11I211-18~'·. J h.. RI",..J.. I,b..d lI i' luTi, ,,1 ", ...i.-I '

\pr jl 'i , 1842

~" nnrr In Woo d h" " . .\p, il II, IRI~, Wood h Ur\ 1' ,1[" '"

IRI!. P" k ;-'1-, . X II I
" ' v"id' N' , I"~ "",/,

'1" 1ilid.

~ l lJ t1 rr I" Wn' >tlh" I\ , ,\ p ril [1, IR I2. WOlHJh" n · I''' pn ,.
~~ ;-, I i l i t ia R"I" nJ' . ;-' l i",'d blw" " .l'a fl" " . C " m'ra l o ,d,·" of \['Til '\ " nd .\ p r il,i ,

lIH2. Rhod, · h l" nd ~I" I...\Td,;"" ,

;c.' llo rr 10 Woodh" " ..\pr il 1"1, 18~2, Won<lh" f\ 1" ' !J<''',
'!l /bid ,
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with Tvk-r which so ught to in tlucurc the President to tak e ac tion
ag:a inst Don 's "I'I'opk's" movement. I n his reply to K ing 0 11 April
llt h, T yler was wa ry (If the gll\T rnor\ sugge,stio ll o f April 4t h th at
he might take act ion hefore real viok-n rt- had orr-u rn-d. The Prvsi
dcm's r{'sponst: was ca ut ious, h ilt hlun tlv a-ca-rted that th ere must be
a n " ac tu a l" insu rrection a nd not nn-rclv a " t hrea tened" uprising as
K ing had pr oposed . H e instructed the go vern or t hat th e Executive
co uld nor an t icipa te insu rn-ctiona rv moveme nts. hUI tha t ", , . when
a n in-ur rrrtion exis ts a,f.!flilll / (hI' ,f.!01 'I'TlWU "1 of Rhode Isla nd " , the
EVTUlin '. " [will] furn ish t hai protect ion whic h is gua ran teed III
each Sta te bv Llu- Const itu tio n. , ,"a;,

J ohn Tvk-r had ber-n a d ifficult m a n to understand polirirallv.
Selected as th e vice- presiden tia l r unni ng m alt' of Willia m H enr y
H arrison in 1114 0 by the W higs, t he former Democrat wa s not a
una nimous pa rty choice and was -a-lrr-n-d only 10 appease H enr y Clay
who had faile d to grt t he presi dent ial no mi natio n . T yler was not
really t rusted hy the Wh i ,,~ and when H ar riso n di ed suddenly in
A pr il 1B41. the Party had litt le indication wha t pol it ical path th e
ru-w president m igh t follow .;I '; It wa s soon a p pa ren t to t hr- " 'h ig
leadership that Tvlcr would co nfirm th eir suspicions of dis t rust. H is
vet o of t he nr-w Ba nk Dill in 1B4 1 r-anu- as no shoc k to the \\' h i~.

hut it wa s a disa rm ing tum nf n Tl1IS for th e I kll1orrats , ~ r J ohn T yler
was a ron-titutionali- t. I It- d id not frTI romp-lk-d to con form to pa rt y
program s or lead the \r higs against the Democrats. H is primary
conce rn centered nil the responsibi lity a nd power (If h is otlicc wit hin
till' lim its (If the Con stitut ion.: " In t he ,ast' o f the R hode Islan d
rontroversv. he tact ica lly conside red his actions within this context.
T he Pre sident \\ as l'specially co nce rned wit h the fa\! that unwar
ranted executi ve inu-rfcrt-n re in the interna l aflairs of a sla te mig ht
lear! \0 th e esta blishme nt of some Il11S<lnJry prece den t. (I I' t-arr-Iullv
ex plained 10 (; m ernor K in g: tha i : "To t hro w tlu- Exe("\ ltin' POW! ']"

•
:!··'10 Im T yh'l 10 tIll ' CO"I"tIiOr of Rhude !>la nd, Sam",.] Ward K i " .~ •. \ pr i! I I.

1842, I. ..u .." to Ih,' (; "\Trrlor ( fo l,o 24) , Rhode 1, land Stat<· .\r("hi"(',, ' 1 ' ~I<'r

(jUl,e,·, Killg', r Ollllll"nts of April ·1 ;n th;, r'"l-J1~

;" :( h ..", n,,,, ,wLUlI),,.,- t, l ' ra id r ,, / i,,1 Po[i/ io '" t h e f .'" ilnl SIIItf J UHf UH·f ,
D u rha m . :'\o n h eM"l j"" , I ~):lli . VV, 10, :'1 :1_

~ ; "- h r lI'", h i " ~ l ml Gl ob,' , Sq,t.. tIIt",r 1-1 , 18·11.

:h t."mh"r1. /'"-, i'/r"l i"II',,li/io, lJp. 43-4.'>.

o f Ihis n m -ern nH'n t into a ny suc h conlrmTrsy would he 10 ma ke the
Presiden t till' armed arbitrator Iwt\\t't'll the peoph- of th e differe-nt

States and their rouxtitun-d au thori ties, and might lead to a u-urped
powe r da ngerous ali ke 10 the' slahi li t~ of the Stale g:onTnml'llts and
the lilJl'rti es of th e peo ple:" '"

Tlu- Prcsidcnts dec ision not to i lld .~l' tilt' m ora l merits of the rlaim-,

of ei ther sitk in th e R hode Isla nd controversv hut to COlll1l11' h imself
to the rigid it \, of the U n ited Sta les Constitution was bot h a sta teme nt
of pri lJ(: iple 'and a ta ct ical move. H e did no t wish to jeopardi»- his
pol it ica l position on Sta tes' r igh ts in ge nera l. and se("lllldly, he hoped
10 vhnmc the rehell iou s fact ion in Rhode Isla nd into belie\'in,g th a t
th e ir tutions wou ld 1)(' forever da m ned as "un-Amerir-au." U nder
-tandablv. T yler hoped th at hy threat ening to IJSl' Io rr-r- at.>;a ins t the
Rh ode Isla nd rebel s. rhcv would hack do wn. and he would not ha n '
to carry through his Ihn:atetw d deploym en t of federa l troops. If he
c hose to ta ke im med iate act ion and support the esta blished gon'l"II
mcut OIl rcnstitutiona l grounds. or if he der-ided 10 all y h i.. oflife wit h
th e _ulI rat.>;e people a nd insist th a t the Con gn' ss investiuatc the consti
t uti onn l form of the stale. he cha nced the total loss of su pport from
an al rcxd v a lienated \ \' h it; Congress, as we ll as from some DClllocra ls
who wen " nnxun- of his p'-')lit icai intentions. In keeping wi th hi-, desi1'l'
to sta lema te th e en ti re si tua t ion . he wrote Governor K ing that : " ;-';0

po rt ion of [the] people ... will be willing to set a n example, in the
bo-cun of th is U nion , of suc h lr ighuul disorder, such IH'cd lcss 1"I1I1\ '1I 1
sions of society, such danger 10 lift'. libcrt v, a nd pro pt'fl y, and lih 'h 10
bri l1~~ so mUf l, di-a n-di t on t he c haracter of popula r .t.>;O\{Tllllll 'nts." '"
Frruu Tvk-r', point of "ie \\" these wonl s acr-umplichcd two objt:din's
- III sha me th e rel ll'ls a nd to a-su re th e free men o f his a IT(,( l irlll fo r
.Ynu-r ir-a n ( :onst it ut iona l prin cipk-s. eSI)lyia lly thr' righl" of propCrl~,

T he T~ kr-K ing ('Ol"fI'SpOll delHT was a serions scrhark for DOll's
re b('[s, T he sta lema te that Tvlcr a nd "- in g: bot h dccin-d mea nt ddcat
fo r t ill' suffrage rnovcnu-m . ~'or ma ll\ (If the lukew ar m lilll" ra is as'>l)-. .
ciatcd with Dcrr. tlu-ir nUN' was lost a nd ilu-v lefl tlu- rnovr-mrnt in
ilHTl'asing numb-rs. A ]'('SII I"1 to vinlcuc ... wou ld 1101 be in kl'('p in t!; wit h
till' pr inci ples rof law all d o rder. Tht' rt' mainint!; d l'llH'nts ill_lh t' n ,rr

:1" ' 1-" 1"1 to Ki"L:..\pril It, 11l42. I,"tln' to, till' ( ;o \,,' , m>r ffolio 24 \ ,

4"lb i'{
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calll p n'l koru-d that ~i lll c al l avenues of lega l n-furm had lxx-n
r-vha u... ted, rdwlliol1 \\a, uot an ou lr;u;:t'oll' b rea c h of lilt" .\ nll' riLIII
tradition. "

,\ h hout;: h doome-d to cholN' t)!:·tw'·(·n fai lure and revolu tion, Dorr
('ontinllnl hi... d lo rl'" to dir il Congrt'",... iona l 'uppor1 in \ \' a hil1t..'1O!l.

\\ 'I )( l( l hll r~ alk lillwll'dt;:t'd iur reu-inu svmpathv for the con utut iou-
a li...t-. hUI did nOI ...uggr't t ha t <nffu-ic m backing for thei r po...iriun
could hi' fou nd. j ,IIll " Bucha nan. then United Sta IN Sena tor from
Penn...\ lva nia . and hi- ("(,Ill'ague \\' illiam Allen of Ohio attempted 10

hring t ill' R ho d r- i ...land ma tter b-Ion- the Senate." bUI the Whig
np J)!: .... itiou. h-d h\ Rh ode l... lan d's W illiam Sprague and William
Ballard I'rt''''WII of \ ·in::inia . re-i ...ted am di-cu-sion of t he rna tu-r 0'1

rhc ."'-· IMI!· flour, a t I,·" ...t for the pre-em." Follow ing T \l l'r\ "".1£
impo-a-d removal from the- internal affairsof Rhod e leland . \\'f)( 1<1I111 f\
"'3d" admitted IIMt: "The whole fabric uf Ame rica n libert]e.... rc-.I~ (III

...and or ... tu hh]c." " If thi~ hI' -ound P ....it ion: ' Dorr replied. "then th.·
American docrritu- of Popular -overciuntv i, a me-re prcten-e....""
"Ih' [ru...trn tion \\ hi. h Do rr and WI)( >d hury experienced in the-ir
di tTen'lIt \\a~ ~ \, a ~ d i... tillc th rq Jr""'ntali\'e of the confu...ion a 'ld
imlt't"i...i"n ra mpan t wit hin Ih(' two major p.., nie... d uring Ihe 1840·....
Th:' Whil.,.......trai llt'd 10 ft·t.. in Ih,' powl'r they acq uired in 184() 1"1'11

Iholl.t;:h illtnna lly dh'id('d hy T~ ln·... comprom isin~ aCl io n~. YI'I th,'
(k mtlt l';H"" alrt'ad~ pol il i f a ll ~ in....·cun·. nltl ld no t ~a fd~ ba r k Iht'
Rh' l<k I,LlIld lil l< 'f;ll... in a un ib lnal anioll wilhout ri...kin l;: anot hn
tld ea!. .

TIlt' t'lId of .\ pri l IH4:1 . rnarkt'tI the d ' N' flf Ihl' moun at,· pha~ '

(If tht' Ilorr Rt'iJd lioll. lI " rr·... apP" altn hri ll~ lhe litl<Tal t rad ition 10
Rhud.. b lan d had 1"'1' 11 denit'd. Fa r inl;: ..... talemalt· wilh tilt' fn T
hold n L:"lI\TrrllJlI'lit ;llld ha" inl;: I·xhat.... tt'd all le.ga l altnna ti,,''''. DOH
(ou ld no 1"Il.t;: t'f n· ... lr ain thl' n '\'olllt iona ry ;\cli, ·iti(· ... whi(h ilt' had
bt"t'n ah le tt) (l' lll,li ll I'arlin \~i t h IT""" na';k S I I(Tl·"'~. ami tht' Rhodt'
I ~b n d , it lla til 'll W"I""' ·ll1'd . .\ "' lht' n ' \( J l lltio l1 ar ~ pha ...,;· be.l;:an I II t'arl ~

.\ Ia\'. T Olll D<l rr l'l1 H' IW'd as a s\\ord-wid d ilH.:' d" lI1agOl;: llt' \ .t I' N ·

I I/' , O!!;" " " " Jo""",I. .\ p, il l -t ;Hal _'\pril Iti. 1842,

~ ~Tb f (.""'/:.'f"i"",11 ('"/ohr. X l. nu, 27 (2711> C"lIH'"'S, 2<1 S,'"i",, ). S"ll;tI" .
.\prj[ 18. 1812 .

Hlbid . s'·ll;w' • .\1'li I21l. IHI:?

"110 , r tu W,~ "t h" n . .\l'lil 1'1, 18l:!. W' K,<1 lo" n I' .' pn <.

a lleged "secret" pLIII had hl·I·I1 . [rum lilt' ht·.t:: inlling. rlu - radical
overt hro« of the ...tau- l;:o,,·rn nWIl I. (lo ff h..d cnvi...iotu-d an cnla rued
r-h-rtoratc- w hk-h ruuld in till' tlt-mtKratil ' tradition d,,"'lrt,y minoritv
rule in Rhode l ...land. Lnder the condition-, in IH4:1. Ih.. W hit::'" wou ld
I1l1 t condone th e intimidation h~ "mob rule" nr Rho de 1...land...
"republican" l;:'l\ern m,·nl. t'\(' n if Ih('~ did ...~mp~lI hilt· wilh limited
cxtcn... iun of th e Iram hi....-. TI lt' n l·mon at... a l-o could hardlv l;:i\ I'

...uppon to a ,'aIN' whirh tru-d to at hit·\ 'e liberal dr-mrx rntic reform
h~ ~ul)\'er1int:: t hr- r-crabli...hed /.l:(l\Trnllll·nt throll~h illegal and IInrOIl
...ritutional nu-a nv in an anuo-phcrc of threatened revolution .

I'm fc-....or Loui... H a rtz"... p rodiciou- effort to ilI11... trare thr- r-xi ...n-rm
and practice of a libe ral tradition in America doe... not include a
di-c u-sion ()f Dorr"... Rebellion, CXITpt a hri,·f rden'lIt (. to Seth Luther
and hi, connection \\ ith the ~u tTra !::!' movement. ", T he Rebellion ,
ho wever. would have provideda n excellent example of the ronfu...ion
and conflict of the A merican democrat in ha ll iinc: the ilJ("II1 ... i...tcncv
". .. of an'eptin~ the liberal no tion of f'qualit~ and then excluding
t he macsc-, from pOWt'f."'" The (lo rr Rebel lion \\a~ inevitable a'" Ion!::
a~ the majorit~ nmld not k~all~ npre...... it~ will. In IR42. Rhode
1 ~l a nd fn ·I·l11en. lh t' pmpt'fl i('d minorit ~ . had pro\Td Iha l Ihl' liberal
t radition \\a" con lro llahlt·. and Ihal it runf til'II"d far lr, ... unin~f"al1~

wilhn ut tht' tit'mo{"fatir poli t i(";t1I1lMhi l1 t'f~ to prO\'idr the majoril~

wilh tilt' Illl'an '" of t·'pn ......... i ll~ their wi...hl·"' .

1'·l!a rU,l.ib" "' '''" " /;/;,, lt. jI, 127.
''' /''i,L p. l:1O.

O PE.\: HO URs al JOIl :" BROW~ H( )l;SE

T IH'!J tf fl y thrfJul.;,h F m i l/ ,I' I I a. m. 10 --I p,m .

."il/lllrtf,/.\" 1/1It! S Ull d lir /l f l o ll l/O/ll '1 10 4 p.m .

( .'/m n i .\ /OlJtf/l.1"'

( :\o..."d llll j .\I1 . t . Ft'h. '1'1. Ea... tn Slillda~ .

\ I. I ~ ~)(J. j tl \ ~ .1••\ II ~ , 1,1. I .ah" , Day, O I L I"

;\, ,, \, . 1 I , T ha nJ.:...gi\'ill).:: ;lIl tl Ch ri...tma ...

~ - -- - - - - - - -- - - -- -_. _-- --- --- --- -- - - - -- ------ --- --- ----,



OI.:'\ I.Y WI:,\ sOR ':-, ··:\II: :\1(JR.\:,\ D l · :\I" OF '1 HI :

I'HE:'\O:\IJ::'\ .\1. ··Il.\ R}\. D.\Y" OF :\L\Y I!I. liAO

,,~ W ,LI. I U I (; , ~l<. 1.0 1'1;It Ll ~

j'tol..."'Tof H i' IO" ', Ih o" " L' " i~" ' rs il ~

T1l1w n :H TIl E COl RTES Y O F :\lr. Robert S . I'n ·"llJll u f I':a..t

I' r()\,ide lilT. I am ahh- III make an addilion and a rorr..ction In Ihe
nu-mor andu m of Oliley " 'iIN lr which "a.. printed in Rhode [ " m/ff
Hivory, \ nIUIl \!' ~:I. numhn :l (j uly. Pll)o ) . pp. H4-Hfi. TIll' r'or rer 
linn i-cthnt " ' itN lr\ accoun t of th e .gn·a l hurricane of Sr-pu-rnbcr :!:l.
IAI:1." a" not ill t il<" third volume of It ll'kll"'" hi..tory of :,\,.\\ Engla nd
owned h~ the J ohn Ca rte r Brow n Lihra~ hut in t he t hird volume
w hic h i.. in t he J ohn Ha ~ Libra rv of Brown Un ive r-it v. Thr- addition
i.. t ha i in t he front and hack flvlcavc.. of volume one of O ltH'y \ \' in"Or·"
nlp~ of Backu..·.. hi"l0~ nnw owned hy :\I f . Pre-t orr ) i.. w tittcn th e
following r-~ewilnc·"" accou nt of t hr- (a m ou .. " Dark Day" of :\I ay I~.

liAn an aermmt w hich ha .. not heretofore hC"1I pr inted . :\I r.
l're ..ton ha-, kindlv lei mr- -e-r- his ("opy of th i.. volume from wh ic h I
ha\'(' Iran..r-rilx-d th .. account a" it ,tpllI'a1"" in \,' in"Or' ~ ha nd :

•\11' morand /I m

T ha t on 1111" 1!llh of :\lay 171lO.

a \'(' r ~ UlUnm1ll10 l1 [,i f']. & in Ih.. pn·.....·nt a l.:'· un h..a rd of. Ila rnkn..",..
l ,il·l l'Il\'rrnl llll' Ea rth - t h.. IllO 'rn in t:" wa , d\lIld~ . hilt flol dark.·r
Ih ,m u..ua l - a l .t1>lI\lt I I . O ·( :II.. k Ih.. C lomh apI)('ared nf a
~dlo . w Jf" a ..t . t ill' rdknion of WI h. _I.:an · Ihat fa ..t tn ana round 11' .
tht' darkn.., ....ti ll illl'n·a..in~ uutill "I>llut hal f aftrr 12 O ·CII..-k.
at wh if" h lime it \\ a.. ....-, dark tha t I'.·npl.. in _I.:c fl(·ral mad t· IN' of
Candl 10 dill<" [won t torn ou t The darkne'" Ih..n ho:'l.:a n til
dnrea \Tr~ Illw h in t he <;;l llll' ,k~n... that il cam(' 011 .\ 1 aho: JlII
thn... U '( :I" lk 'J"ht. <:I" ud.. re..umnl t llt"ir nUlura l jJ;I' j l,b t'k & il
,,,n li llu..d tll I... ;1 d ar k aftn n OOIl It hegall to ra in al ahout
H (rClrnk ill ti ll" !-:n'n ing -

P..oples 1I1l1 jc·ltn·", o f thi.. lllhl'Ulllllhlll P h l ' llll ll W llOli wen'
\'a riol h - ;1" till" lIloun fulled tilt" da y 1'<1..1. it , ould nut I... :t

I " 1ll1ll011 "I lip...' o f Ih.. Still ( if ..Ill' w , l" ..d ip..... ·d it 11111..1 I... b~ "01111'

pl.IIIIll'1 ,il ] of whl)"( ' fuu r..... : tht · .\ ..troIlOl11t'1"" han ' 110 kllu\d ..dl.:".

IJ OH Rebcllio n : .I/od"ral.' P ha Ir

II' '111" h;l\·in.L: nwnli. .ncd it Then- appeared a L:U';II I olin lion of
( :I" lId.. & Ihn \tT\ low. whu h IIM\ he t he na tural ( :;\ 11 .....-.

:\I em n. t ile' :!Oth :\I a \ T ho.....· tha i wr-n- OU I Illl· )a..1 :'\ight "'-1\

tha i it wn .. ,l" 111111 h darker tha n Il,nl l111' 11 :'\ ight.. ,I" \.·" I ,·rda~ \ \;1"

than cun uuou lla \ ...
0. w,

It mav IIC' wort h nlrn pa r i J1~ thi .. a lTlllllH 10 t h(l"('uf john ll owland
,Pld th r- Re-v. l ~ l , lf Hu-ku... hoth ltf which reveal tha t nMny p' ·N lll".
itll lud ing Pn-..ident J am..s :\I a n n in ~ o f Brnwll. found divim- portent ..
in rhr- phenomenon. H owla nd '.. c~e\\'itl\("s" account [1';111..:

III the fO[l'" ooll ...ay nine o·dod... I wa-, readi ng Yoltuin- '.. life of
Charh-.. XII. of Swed en. Xear t h.. d o·.... of the volume, I found it
gn'w \'(.f\ da rk , hu t su pposed it to h I;' Jlothing more than a thicken 
il1~ II P of the l10mk But the darku...... increased. and h;t\ 'ing a rrived
a t t he la ..t p.1.~('. I t hre w -ome ..ha \"ing'i on thr- fire. and h~ t he light
fini ..he-el it. l then went into the ..tro-t . " here 1l1;\Il\ I)('f'''(ln~ we- n
ave-mhk-d , apparently in aston i..hm cnr a t th .. durkru-..... a lTlOllg
(I 1 1l('~ lI r. :\lallllin~ . A powerful man . b ut profl iuan-. advano-d up
to tlu- pn·..idl·nt . and said. ' how do you turount for thi .. dark ness.
..ir! " 'hat d lln it uu-an ?" TIll' pn·..idrnt . "ith .I.: ITa t ..o]e1ll 11 ity of
manner. r..pl il·d . ' 1 ro u", idn it...ir . :\.. a prd lHk to Ih ,lt great a lld
im po rta nl day "h..n th .· fina l n'INlmmalinll lIf a ll t him.... i.. tn
lake pla .t'.'

T he )).Irk llt·.... appea red a.. if ""Il1'·l hinl.: pa lp,lhk W.I' miXl'd
\\i th t ht· ;Iir. ;tIld .·\'(,~-t hiu~ ;' ....unwd Ih,' co)or of d r~ oak leaH·...
.\ t f1(II'1I I 1,IN 'r\"("(1,·a ndk... liL:hwd ill t hl' n..il.: hl>llrin L: IU 'II'o(·'. wh,'n
I wt' 1I1 honw to diu 1lI·r. Though \\1' had fin.. ro..'t \ ,'al ;lI1d a"para
1.:"". nollt· of Ih,' l an~e fa mi ly h;ul appl: tit .. to p;llt;,k,' of t h,'JIl hUI
11I~",,· I f. III t ilt' (·H"ni l1 ~ . IIw III;" k....t (brkn..~.. W;I'''' I p.llp" hl,· t h;lI
a l"andk at tilt' window ga \'(o110 li.l.:ht oll t..idt·. I " l;l(nl ,) ra nd l.· a l
thl' wind"" ami \\ c'nl (llil 10 lIh..... ·n c· th.. dfl'! 1. Th.. , 1111'\ wa" hUI
1\\t'IlIY fl'l"l widI'. ~ (· t th .. 1arg\· hllild ill.t:" 011 tilt" I'pp" ..i!l" ..ilk ("() lJld
Ilot hi' d i..nTlwd . Th.. li~ht did not app":!r to ' ''' lllH ,ltc- nlllrt· th;ll1
half a yard hom Ih.. window . [ Edw in :\1. Stom·./-if" II/Ill Ut'( ol!<'(
Iitllll of 1oh1/ /I ou1(/"d ( Prm-id\·Il(T. IIF I7 ) . pp. ~Ht I . ~ ~ Ill.]

Th.. Rn . ).,<1; \1 )tu ku.. of :'\ Iiddkhorou~h. :\!a" ;(t hu ..... ·u .. ( and a
tru"lI·e .. f Bn l\\l1 l ' ninT, il\ IIn"·.I ill hi.. unpllhli,hed d i ;l r~ entr~ for



thai datt' rhn t rural pcoph- ,han'd Pn-sident ~I anlling\ \ 'Il 'W or till'
ph"'n< )l llt'll t III :

~ Ia y I ~I . 17110. '1'1u-d Olld, and \'apof'i were .... , thick m er u" th ai al
noon day it "a" da rke-r than nrd inan moonlight .... , that man~ lighl
tip candle, to ,,'al th ..-ir dinner by : a nd man y in town and t" tlU ll l "' r~

[.I;!'] thought the da~ o( judgment \ . ';lS come. Elnath an \ \' tMld ,
.\ ....It'! Shaw , \ \" Id t h\ I'IMJ!. and others wert- b roughl out of .... )til
darknc- todav . "The- rnanuv ript diarv i-, curremf on loan to the
J ohn Caner Hrown Libra rv from Andover Xcwton Thcoloaical
SrhtMII. :"\C'\\lOIi C"'llI rt' , ~l a""achtN,It ~ . ]

Tho-e "ho wou ld lik..• to n-ad a more ..leraik-d and .....-iemific con 
h'm poran account of the l Iark Day ma~ refer 10 the artir l..· 1)\
Samuel " ·iI1i'lIn ". profe-,.... lr of mathematic- and philo..o phy at
H arva rd . which a ppea red in tnt' .\1,.1110;'.1 of the Ama io /ll .-1"l//t'11I I'

of . l rfj an d Scit'nu.I. volume I [ Bo-ton, 1785 ). PI'. 234·:H6.
Prole-or \ \' illiam.. concluded afte r a thorough ..tudv of all th ..• evi
den ce. that rhr- darkness "a.. caused by a comhination of smoke and
hr-avv d ou d..; rh.., -moke came frum " large and extr-n ..ive fire.... in the
\\lXM.I .. of York , ~lainl' , of :'\..-w H um p..hire. and of Vnmont w he-rr
" tht' pcopl.., in tilt' new to wn" ha d been em plovcd in clcarin e Ihc'ir
lund.... fo r " two or thre-e \\I.·r"" before" b~ buming them tiff.
.\ comhin.u iun of .... lut hwnl wind " and dtlud~ -kie- produced " t he
cxt ruordinarv darkuev-" IhrouL:hout th ..· w hcl e clf .... nnhcrn :"\..'\\
En~land on ~ Lt y 19. In rad , \\·iIliam.. rt·pon...d . " (W ill the .IITOllllls
that haH' 1)I'c'l1 fl'ITin·d . il ....'c'm.. In han' t'xtl'm:kd a ll O\Tr tlU'
1\'1'W En L: lan d ,Ia ll's. It wa s oIN'n-e l! as far c'ast a .. Falmouth . T o th ...
\\I.·..tw O\nl, \\( . 11I'ilr o( it.. fl"H'hill L: Ihl' furth ..·..1 pan of ConllC'( tieut
an d ;\ lh,lIly, T o Ihl' so ulhwilrd it Wil ' oIN'rv('d all alnll .1:(" tl\l.' "c·a·
I'< lasts, and 10 th .. , !Io rth a.. rar a' our .... ·tt k nw nts extend." .. \ nd "with
rq .:ar d te l it"dur<lti'JIl . il fllll li llllt'"d in Ihis plac(' l Ca lllhr id~(' l at lea,1
(ourlt'l'n hOIl P' . " \\'i1li itlTl" ..tilll'd tha i otH' ob..erver noticed upon tht'
watn in rain tuh.. aftn ..h" wn .. Ihal day "a li~ht "( '11m , • , \\ hidl
rllbhill,L: Ill.'lw"'I'tl 111\ thllmh allli fing-er. I fOllnd to he tlIJt hing hul tl1l.'
h lilrk a IIl''' ,)f hurnl lea \T", " \ \' illia llls found a ..illlilitr su h'(,\Il(T Up'lIl
th... ,...·a hoT(, Wlll.'l1 t h... tick fdl <Llld lIuh'd. fo r thcN~ who wen' t'xlwd-
ing tl\l.' il ...., an d hrilll, t,,11I.' o ( th ... J udgmellt Day. that it wa .. ltlt'rd~

t ilt' ""nu' "hloH k ",he, o( hurnt ["'an" wilh out an ~ , u lphurt'o ll' o r
ol lwr mixtu ll·......

()fll t'Y 11 ';11 sor' j " .\ 1t'm uTt/lld u m" [jul~
GLOCESTER, RHODE ISI..\:"\IJ , \TL\J. RECORDS

by C II\H fS W. f " asII HI . t"..\ ,SC ;.

..\ n old -tnn- account book in th ... po"'....-c-ion of Ella Hopkins of
Chepachet . Rh ode I..la nd, loa ned tn th... writer, includes birth.., mar
ria~('" , and dea ths. most of which art' no t of p ubli c record.

The account book had been handed dow n for many genermion..
and app.1.rcntb, was owned h~ Sil ~ lc's Brow n who married Fr...elove
Krech , the da ug hte r of :"\irhnlil_s .1IIt! l .lKy ( \ \' ;uk) Keech.

T h.. l'ital records :

171H Sa vle- Brown Wit, born J .UI. ~l l h.

1i91 Frr-elovr- ( KITch) 1)I.m Au~. :!tlth .
1810 Alm ira Brown "a_~ hom ~ I ay 24 on \londay morni ng at I I

o'cloc k,
IRI2 H arr iet Brown was born July 20 0 11 xton dav morning a t

:\ o'cloc k. Died Aug, 16 in the ....1. l11e yC"a r, aued 24 d avs.
1815 Polly Brown was bo rn Xovember 13 O il ~ I onday mornin g".
1814 Lucy \\' . Brown wa.. 1)1101 januarv 7 on Thursda y morn ing

at J o'c lock.
1821 L rana Brow n was born J 1I 1~ 4 nil Sunda ~ morning at 6 o'c lock.
1R23 Caroline Amanda Brown, Catherine ~ l ir;lI1cIa Brown . twi n..,

wr-rr- horn :\I ay 12 nn ~l onda~ m orn in g at II o' cloc k.
1824 John Quincv Adam.. Brown wa s born june 2 un Thorsdav

morning at 9 ..'dll( k.
1827 j ames BuglK'c' Brown \\<1 ' IMlm J tll ~ 1':1nn Sundil~ nt'll ing at

II (l·dnck.
111 29 An n ~lariil Tht'rt' ~a Brown \\ ," IM.m Fc'h. J O il TlI(·,...)il ~

('\ '(,Iling al 7 0·c!llt k.
IB.lI Ann ;\am-y j ill1t' Bro wn \\<l S hurn A pril :!() on \\' I'dn ('"~da~

t'\ '("ning at 7 (l·rlofk.
HUll ~I a rt j n Van Buren Brllwn \\a " horn ;\(J\ '. :l llll Thursdity 'H-

ning <II I I lI·dork.
IB77 1'\alhall A ngell\ wifr died J lll)\' Ihl' 4th ,
Ada Spra,~u (' died tht' 1:Jlh day (If \I a rrh . S IH' was 9 1 yt'"arsold. 11-180,
(;('or.gt'" Spragul' dil' d 11177 ill Fehrua ry tht' lllt h day .
Ill(i:! Si..ter Pnkhillll and Ht' IlIY and his wif... and child ('aITH' hn t'

.\ pril lhc thi rd da y. Iknry ..taynl .... · \ 1'11 wCt' b.

'"



Samuel Cf\Nlla ll'S in
"a... the \\ift- of Set h

tJul~

Uti :-, ;\ 1111 0\\('11 , wife of Ih nid O W (' 11 E-.q .. (!l-(Ta't'tl J uly '.!l . She
wa... 4- 7 vr-ar... old .

lR6 4- I h ~ ie l O\\('n l.sq . thr Lit h da~ of J une k it from it l i l:: hlll in~
rod wazon an d hmkc th e -pinc of hi" ha rk. He lived until the 19th
da \ and then dt·« ·a....-d. He had hi... ....· IN·" until rhr- vcrv Lt,,1. He wa"
.'"i Ii' \I';U". 10 month- and :!J da~ " old, He died in the f i t~ of
l'rcl\·id(·ncc.

I fill" Suiride ( 1/1 Thursdav I<I"t . ~ Ir. Uriah Colwell, Xnrth Srit ua tt·.
rut hi ... throat. infl irti n,L:' it wound fro m whirh he d ied O il xl ou dav
mo rniug. H I' h.u l b-en ill ill healt h for ..... ' I1l(' tim e and no t c' xllt'CI 
inl:: to reT"\-.-r had fal len into a -tau- of dcspondencv. The wound
w,I" -ewcd up h~ a "urgt'oll although muc-h again ... t h is will a nd in
"pill' ()f hi ... effort .. to rc-i-t , hut death finally en-ned . a ......rated abm'e.
lie- wa '" 77 \1',11' of age and wa-, alwa v... a hard working pcN'\ering
hu"int"o.... man . ha\'il~g ama-e-d a fo~tunt' of twent ~ thou-and , of
which he died po -cs-cd.

I A64- \la n Slwl doli died in ,-\ ltg ll ~ 1. SIlt' wa~ j oseph She ldo n....
dauu hter.

Dec, :10 11FJ ~j j .unc- , Re-vnnld... (If C!fl('(·...tcr commit trd suicid(' hy
hangin g- him-ell. He wa... buried :'\('\\ Year... Dav 1860.

IR13 Samllcll)oW'r E<.q . die-d in Februa rv. 116 ~ t'al' and <ix month"
nld .

18BI L'rana h Pom-r wa- buried the 2"lh day of Xov embcr.
l iliA Xic hola -, Ko-c h. -on of Capt. Stl'ph"n Kecch . wa'" ho rn J UJle

Ihe ni nt h. H t· dit'd SI·Pt. 10th, IB14- . lit- was :J'! ~c'a rs and th rec'
Il\llu th ... old.

IRllfl Lun ' Kl'l'd l. hi... wift-. da uL:' htt' r of :'\athanirl W ade, 1-:'«1.• dil·d
Ocl.lhl~ nint h. Sh t, wa ... horn in !ili8 , Ik e. :?'l . Chri"tma~ Day.

17B6 Ik hnr;lh KtTr h W;t" horn F,'bruar~ . tht.· c'ighth day.
l i RR l 'rallah Kc·(·t h W.1 " horn June 11\1' !Rlh.
1iR~ 1 Ilo rca" KtTch W;I" horn ,
l i ~l\ Frt'd o \t' Kn 'ch wa" 1)I ,m . \ ugll~t Iht' 20111 da \ .
1794- Polly KITch "as horn J a llua ry t ill' J(hh day.
IB07 \ Iiran da KeITh wa" horn ~lan'h the IOlh <1<1\'.

1BO·I Xi rhnla ... Ket·. h Jr. wa '" hc ,m Ikl l'lJlIlt'r 1111' ~ ~ I t h t1a~ .

IAn7 ~ I ()lh- Sad!'.... wif(' of bilk Brown Jr. dinl .\pri l the "ixt h day.
Shl' wa " -ll \I'M" old. SIll' "<l" tht , t1aul:htt'r (If I"rad Sad,'" and
).ll'f n \\' h ipplt-.

Pl lj7] (,'/IJ(/'I l a l"i (lIl Ha mil ,

IIU~ 1 E'<l'k Brown dinl O ctober tlu- 23rd day. H e \, ;,,, thl' son of
Eli-ha Brown. Sa ra h t jlm-v wa " hi" mother.

1117:, E1dt"f Swu'" wifc- di('d 'in Chepar!wt ) la y ')' )
1878 ';\ ichola" Keech '\01." hom in 18m. lie died j an uarv the :!~lth.

()q vr-are and ..... Jmc month... old .
18 79 \ \"illi;un Luther dire j an narv H . H(· h-ft a '«''{'flnt! wih- , no

children hv t-ither wif('. H e wa c fli and 10 month... old.
lWI,'"1 ~l i ran~1a K eech . wife of Adu a h Sackeu , died (ktO!X'f the

10t h dav.
IIl!i 7 Poll ~' K wc b. wife of Amasa Sa~ I I's. died '\ lIg'u'<t till' <ixth da~

bv han~in~ IWN'I£. She was 6:~ ~('af" and six month... o ld .
IW,H Amasa Sa~ I{'... died J une the' 26th b~ falling down "lairs. II ,'

broke hi... ru-ck and lived 10 month... after hi" wife died.
I IlIlR Seth I'n kham died September the -crond al hi" ow n rnit!nltc'

in \\"oo n'-l Hket Fall....
I llll:l Deborah Peckham died O r tobt"f 30 at

Fru it H ill. She was in her BOlh vrar and
Peckham.

IBn Rhoba Keech died April t he ten th . Shl' \\a'" tilt' wife- of
H um phrey Wood . She .... as 91 \l'af" old, _

Ifl7J Theodore Keech died April the 21 rd da~. He w a-, fib ye;tfS,
three mouth... and 2 1 dav ... old. l it- wa- born in I illl).

la73 ),11"". )' la ria Smith died ~l a f(h the' :! ~ ' I h day. Shl' w a ... lilt'
11l0lher of J o...ep h n. Smi th.

1Bn Stt' plll"l1 KI·t·(,h d inl in .\ llg ll"t.
lfl t;:l )'la rtha Keech dic'd in J uly.
IIltl' ; :\ nll Kn 'f h dil·d Odol)l:'r 12 t1<l~"',

IHI;6 T h,' wid"w Sand,'f" die d :'\mrmlwf.
181i:-1 El i/ah,·th 1'('(\.;.h 'lIlI died J anua ry .HI. SIll' wa" the wif, · of E1ia"

I'l"Ikham.
1811.-' J ohn l'I·,kham·... wik dit·d Ihl' --':Ulll' t1 a~, J a n tla r~ ,W, huril'd

Fd , . till' lil't alld 'oITOI\(! day. Slw "a... Eli,,,, Pnkhalll·... 11101111'r,
IIUit; \\'i lli,l1 ll H ou...w n din! O ltohn t he.: Uth day.
11l1 :.! I laril·t tl· Bn lwn IiiI'll ;\ ugu...t I lith da y. 'l~t· t1 2H (lay....
11133 :'\allt~ J ,IIll' Bro \'!1 died ~lay ~H- . acyd 1\ \ 0 yt·al'. Ol!t· month

,IIU) fOllr t1a\ ....
I8 4-!1 L:'ranah 'Un l\\II. " ift' (If D<l lIid :\ Iathl·.... '-l lll. dit·d J ;lnua ry II .

a L:'n! li ~ (' <t l'. "ix m Oll tlb and thrn' d<l~ ~ .



( :10( ,>,/'" l ' i l ,,1 R tY ord l Jul~ ( :lon \1.r I'it" l R ru ",li

Sav le-, Brow n d ied M a rch the l .lth. IRIiO.
Frc'f'! nw Bro \\ ll die-d \I a rd l llw JOt h, lHR2.

IRH XidlOla'" Brow n Ik ccm hn 11lC' 23 n.l dav.

11l.'d U ranah :\ la tlH'w"'f>il Hmwn was ho rn in JUlie IllI' luh dav.
IH,i ,') Isadora Peckham Brow n was born O rt nlx-r 1.'"1.
1Wj.'j Eller Flort"ll\' Brown was horn (I ll O ctobe r I:),
1B:,1I V ictor ia Ann Bro wn wax hom ill Februarv.
IR(;O Ea rm-st .\, Bro wlI was horn in Apri l.
IH6-?J Fulcmu C arny Bro wn wa " horn .
IHili Dru-cilla Bro wn wa" horn .
111 71 \I a ry Ama nda Brown wu- born.
111:,2 Ed ward PoUn d ied Ortub er I~ll h da v.
IR:i4 J"''''' Potter d ied .-\ pril th e 15th dav. H e d ir-d in Sa n Fm nr-i-a-o

In ' lx'in~ blownl lip in it <teamer.
11163 Gron:e R . Polin died \(a~ tilt' fir-a dav. HI' W ;I " :,0 vea rs old

the j anuarv hdon.·.
11161 .-\ rnold PIWIl'!>];u e died d int April 19 [7?1 day,
lH64 Eliza Ballou . wi fe of Jv-.....· Ballou, died Feh. ~\ dnuuhtr-r of

John Plumer.
I llm J efferson:\ , Smi th die d \la ~' 12th da y.
1111;4- J ohn Plumer d ied .\l a rc h :i th dnv, -t7 yea rs «ld .
11Ili4- Ira Evans dil'd Yla rrh 51h dav . 77 vr-a rs o ld.
11lfl4- Sall y Sheldon d ied :\( a y l . IIt'~ rt di~'ase in hr-r 70 th ve-a r , w ife

" f J r-rc'mia h Sheldon. .
1116-1 L'riah Col\ \( '11 died J mlt' 71h I" c utt ing his th roat . He wa «

about 79 venrv o ld. .

U ra na h Poncr \,as hur ir-d the 2·lI h dav of Xm,·mht'r. HUll.
I R'j i :\I a rt in E [ ! Brow n \\ ent in In I ·~ll\' idc'm·c' tn work f" r Sll'pht'n

C rary. }Ie w a" 2 1 \C'al"" nld Iha t wa r.
I Hli:-) .-\ rnold Ow I'll dic'd :'\" n 'm hn IIll'filh d;l~. lit- \\ ;,'" ill hi", 7--t e.'l

\Tar.
Ill/iIi Po lly OIH 'II , \.ire of .-\ mo ld (h, , ' Il , dinl :\lanh t ill' :11. Shl'

was thl' da ul\htn Ilf th t' b it, I':"l'k Blt lwn. She wa '" ill Iwr i n th \I'ar.
IWil; T hl' wid"" J.~d ia S pra g-Ill ' d i" d in J Ulie. Sh,' wa s B-1 [?J ;'·a l....

" Id.
IlliO Ira PolltT di nl Dt'(Tlllhn 11](' lil"'I , Lt ~ b~ hall l{i ll,1{ hinN ·If . HI'

\' 01'" h 'I'p ing a hO;lHling hOIl'>.( ' , l i\'ing \\ ilh hi", thi rd wift·. fl i' \\ a ",
-,7 \C';\ I"" " Id !;t"" :\1;1\ .

IB-I 6 r; {'(lr L:c' .\ II\.:c'lI \ \ ;1 '" born in Februarv in :\kndoll. :\b...s. li t,
died in .\ U\.:Il"' l lhc' same ~ear,

IRII:! :\1a~ .\ ngd l dinl .\ p ril the :!lh h da~. S ht' W ,IS l i lt' w ife- of Hcn rv
Angdl of Greenville.
Xmnt'S of ,\I IIr.\" (lil t! /I f/ IT)' A l1.~rtrs rhi!drrll:

l1n 7 \\"illi am :\ngc'lI wa s horn April I :! in ;'\'ewp"rl . R J.
I!U 9 Nat han Purn-r An.c:cll wa" horn in Fcbrua rv in Provirh-nre.
IfH O Sa~ ks Bro wn An .c;r11 was bo rn J uly the third ill (;1' 11'('",\(·r. R .I.
11Iot :! C ro IX' Ann Angell was born \l a y 2 in Smithfield. d ic'd Au g. :lO,
IfWl Alfon so Angell wa s horn :\l ay I :! in Smithfield .
IHH Pre..cr-eed .\ ngcll was born in j une in \kndoll . :\Lt .....
IH-I6 Gcor/.:{' An.gel l was born ,
IR07 :\I ira nd a Ker-c h was born :\1.1fch 10t h in (;lcMI-"ln , R.I.
tROR Xichola - Keech was born D ec. 29 1h in Gk c e-w r.
IR09 Sarah .\ nn Peckham wa.s born j une 2 in Cl o( t''''lt' r.
IRI8 Xi chola" Peck ham was born in .-\ p ril in GICKl' '''tt' r.
IHI9 Richar d Pe-r kha rn was born in (;lo( r"ler.
IR2:'1 H enrv Peck ha m was ho rn in july in GlorNtT,

S lime , of . ihnim mul j ('d ('T{on Sm irh 'j dutdr ..,, :
I R ~ i Fret'!o\'(' Smit h wa s born i\lay 30l h ill Gh l'''ItT,
1!l 2~1 Fr a nces Larov Smi t h wax horn Feb . 12 in (;]Il("(' ",ln .

IIUI Fred r ick Smith was bo rn in Scpu-mb-r in r;I ,,('(·"'1I"1".
In-l l j efferson Sm ith Jr. W il ' hom :\I a~ I in \\" aterford \'i ltl ge.:\ la""".
In-l:\ Godfn' ~ :\ lolfl'( Smit h wac IXln1 J Ulie 12 in w a tc- rrurt! \ ' ilb gc·.

:\ I a"~ ,

IR·n \ ' in o ria Ann Smith \\ as hum in :\I a n h in Waln furd \ 'illq ,:e.
X lI mn of I .,,, .r fIIrd W illiam llars to n

111-1 2 J a mes. Edw in H ar"'to n wa" horn St' P!. :?O ill Rd ,. ,hul h. \f a""".
Clara H M -Inll,

<: hild,rn of (' rlln., (lnt! Danid JI lllh f'lt'i o,, :
lH-Iot EliI'll \bth c' \\ SClll \\a, hem l FC'h. 2:! in ( ;I" IT..ln . R.1.
1B.H :\!l'nd" Il, .\l ass. Polly Brown w;\" llMrrir-d \\"l'(lllt·..d..~. h 'h, I '.!

hy Ahah Rt';ld ;ll hn falhers hOll"" ,
IH:H ~irholas K "l'rh wa, married in :\l ell don Fd), :.!:l b~ Ald ill

Ball ou , " " 'nl to :\kndon town an d took sur rx' r.
11I:!6 Alm ira Brown wa", m a n ic·J Ott . ~.'l in G lun ''''tn OIl hn bt lll'r \

hOllle.
IH-I I Lun " '. Bn mn wa", llMrr in l O l t. H. Sht' \\ a ", IIMrrin l a l
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(; rn'Il\ 'illr taveru hy Elder R eu ben Allen.
IBtl Lrnn ah Brown \\ as married in East l\. iII i ll g:) ~ ,,~ E1t1n I),m id

W illiams.
1JH 7 This re-r t ifies rhat j ohn lJ. Brown and Amanda :\I, Pheucplao-.

III 'Ih "f (;I' I( "sll'r . \\ r-rr- } um-d in marriage this l-l th day, Fr-hrunrv.

IR-li, at Killin g: ly, Ct ., hy me the sub-c reibcr, Daniel William -.
mini..tcr uf the- gO'opel.

IB.~ln Ann :\1. T . Urn\\ n and j nr nc-.. B. Plu-ttr-placr- \w n' married
(), 1. 13 at her fa th('r's homr- .

111:"111 jame.. Buc:I)('t' Brown ami Caroline E. Sprauue wt're marrinl
at Ea..t ()oug:la.., :\b..... 0 1'1. Ihh day.

IRlii :\lartin V. B. Brown and .\l a~ Sa~ID werr- married :\l an h :!1
a t Cn'('Il\ ·iIl,· hv Elder Wood wort h.

IR6i J anu.... Bm::h('(" BTll\\ 1l was married to his ....con d wife. Lucv E.
Hopkins.

IB3:J Xan l'y j ane Bn l\\n d in ) _\ lay 2-1. aged two vear- . (J ill' munth
and four days.

IBt!l Lranah P. llrown , wift' of Daniel :\lath('wSj ln, d ied j an . 11 .
a C:t'd '27 cr-a rs , six month.. and th ree da v-e

"lhev an' no t ,;() strai t tare d in rdiJ.:"ion here- [Xcw por t] as in the
ot her pa rts of Xcw l.nula nd. The~ han' among them a an-at n umber
of Quakers. The island is the mo-t dclig ht full "pot of ground ) haw
seert in America . I ca n com pare it to not hing: but one inti re garden.
For rural er- r-nee a nd pnuv. frank ci rls. l found it the mo..t agreca ble
pl.1t r- I had been ill th ro ' a ll m~ IX'Tq~rinatio ll '"

C;nl Hridenbnuzh, ed.. ( ;,.",lrmnn·J 1'",.1:," u. T h. Iti" , 'ar;um "l Or. _1/, r
and" JlQmii' " " . l i -l1 ( Ch" lw l ll i l l , l · n ; \ ,." i l ~ "I Xonh ( '.u" lin.l I' rr-". I ~Hll .

Other American bu-inc-« Iamilic- han' achieved greater promi 
m-ncc with in a ..ingk- .I;:em'ra tion : but it i..doubt ful tha t the chronicle
of anv ot her Iamilv would show "ll much -ub-tantia l ach ievemen t
in 'II ma nv area- throul;:h 0;0 many ~ 1'aT" of r halll.::inc: conditions and
ri rrum..tarm-e. The -torv of the-e varied rornrm-nia l an d ind u..tria l
undt-rtnkine-, of thr- Bn ;wn.. beron«- thr-n in a "C'n'!' til<' hi..to~ in
mic ro-o-m of man~ nf t he ('\'lIk ing form" and Iar vt-, of the growth of
bu"i nr,s in 1111' United Sta trs.

j ,III W' II. 110-. 11:<"'. T h, n"'l< n. "f P m l id, nr, 1'1" " ' ,IIi"," , C"l"n iaf l ', l1rJ

( ·a ll1h~ id :: ,· . 11 .1 " ., ~d l ·n;\"T ';ly I'n -<;<, I~ :i:!

LI BRAR Y HO U Rs

-----------------------------------------------------,

OCTO BE R :\l ond;1\ , , . I p.m. to S p.m.

throll ,c;h Tuc..day·F r i d a ~ ~J a.m. to 5 p.m.
~L\Y Satmd'IY.. , !l a.m. to 1"2 noon

( :llN,d "11 SlllHb~ and t Ill' (edl(,\\ ing ho lida\s :

J.lI l. I, Fd l. "2'1. :\ lay ''\0 , J lIl~ .1, .-\ II e;. q . I.ahor
1);\\ . (), 1. l~ . :,\11\ , II. T hanb c;i\'ing. Chri..1tlw..

One ()f tht ' rno..l pn 'n,(·ious sd \(lolma'll' ''' ill t he ('arl~ da~ s of the
Yanko- r-xod us \\.IS a :\la s..;u·hu Sj·us man . J onatha n :\laxt·y. of
Attleboro. ,\ t (II(" a C;t' of l\\t'nt y-thn'(' Ill' bo-amc prt'..idcnt of Rhode
leland (: ulll'.c:I' ,lalt"T Hrown Uniw ",ity. w hic h "Houri-du-d under hi..
administration . and his Innu- wax exte-ndcd ovcr t'\l'ry nthr r ..r-rtjnn

of th e Union." .\ t l ilt' a.c:e of thine- four. lit' r\'Signnl to take nvr-r tilt'
pres idency o f m 'w Un ion Colk.L::t, at Sr hn1l'd;ldy. :'\ew York. \\ herr

ill health t-au-a-d him 10 !can'lwo yTap; later. Thereupon he moved to

the South and \\ as im·itetl to htTOTllI' tht' fi",t president of the
Un i\Crsit\ ' of South Carolina. li e' anTplt'd ant! for the next fifteen
\ears lah(;rnl h;lnll n tJl;tke Iht' sf hool "ol1 H"l hing: I11 l1re than the mne
~r;Hlnny of iLs pl.m s. I II I l\~() :\laXl'Y died. ac;ed fift y-two, a past
pre"idcnl of lInn' .nlk,c:I·...

Sin, ;,n II. 11 " lIm ,,,\.; . "l"h,' L iliAn 1:\ (ldlH, . 1'1 . 1« 111111 / (l1.l1i~"llwn from
X , ;,, HlIglnnd (:x,." York, \l .u mill.lIl. I~l',ll ) ,

.\I onda ~ - F r id ; l\ ~ l a.lll. 111 .'j p ,llI ,

Clo..ed S;lturd;l\

.lUXE lhru
S E PT.
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\\'hen l Iirst kne-w :'\I'\\vor! it was a sout hern resort [or Ihe sunum-r.
"llu- old Ik-lh-v uc. and tln- present Tnuro H OIN ', then w hit fiekl-.
sullirrd for the strangers. It was lx-fnrc tilt' Polka ~ bcfon- the day"
uf music af ter (li nn(']" ~ und whvu t tu- \\(lnl "hop' was un known
nell at Saratoga. Ewry body hatlu-d in those days. and all lxuhvd
t o~ether. Then' was a liuh- howling. some dri\'in.g ami riding, but 110

fast horw-, or fast men ~ ahO\T :111, 110 fast \\(II11('n . The area on the
hill, of whi ch the O cean HmN' is the r-r-ntrc. was an unscnk-d rq~iol1,

There wtrt- not a dozen ('otlages. and the quaint little town dozed
quietly alon g it" ha y, dreaming on ly of the -outhr-rn silt-nrc, wh ic-h
the char.u-tr-r of the climate and of the \'i"itors, who wen' main ly
soutbcmcrs. naturally suggested .

(; ('orge willi.uu Curti,. 1 . " t IH-/~·(l l ill.'-: ( :'\ ('w York. llarpe-r, IH'!~) .

T he first spinning jt'nny ronstrurtcd in the United States is said to
haw been made in l i llt;, hv Daniel Aur honv, Andrew lh-xtcr, and
!.r wi" Per k, of Providence. In l71l1l Anthony's sons Joseph au d
Richard experimented with a spinni ng frame for whic-h "the cotton
was carded by hand and roped on a wooden wheel, hy a k malt·."
But the resulti n.g yarn proved une-ven. and thr-v soon sold their frann
10 :\Io"es Hmwu. T he next Yfar Brown obtained the s('fvices of
Sanuu-l Slain, an Engli"hman who uu dersto.ul the m-w mach iucrv,
and in Decem ber. 17~fn, t hey started in Pawt ucket what proved tn lx
the first successful tr-xtik- mill in th is hemis phere.

Eli"al.' ·lh .\ l1 lholly 1)"\l "1', (;1/1/'0 Irlll""" 01Am n irl! , In/;-"IRIII ( !-'I ,IIIl " "
10\\11, :,\, '\\' Hanrp-hin-, ~ Lir,h;t1I.Jorl<'s, 19.10 ) .

:\ r-hnruc'u-ristic ..'vmcrican breed. the .:'\arragarN'u Pan TS, wa\
reared in Rhode Island. T hey' wr-n- famous snddle-hor-cs, gi\ 'ing case
of mo tion to the rider. lX' ing "ure-fontn! and most tough an d endur
ill.g, For a renturv they we-n- raised in large numbers and sold at gU(}(!
prices, h ut htx ame little valued after tr cutinu-horscs were bred and
folk drove in-n-ad of rid ing hnrwh.n-k . I saw the last of the Narragan
S('1l Pacers. She din! about 1\\Tnty years ago; of an ugly sorrel cohn,
wit h broad hark and short kgs and a curious roc king pan', ."ht'
set'1Tln! ahnosr a caricature of a hoe,e, hut was, nevcrtht-h-e., a source
of inordinate pride to her owner.

.\I in· ~I()r,(' Earle. Sl lIi:.(,-r:"'nh 11 1111 "1"'1" " 111 /)1I 11 (:"',, York. ~L" miILlII .

'''1M.:~r-
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