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P OI .IT IC \ I t : n T SlO :OO; " in pc-udo-biblical Ionu nud bnc;uag,owe-rt- not

uurruumon in till" ,·ighhol·nth rr-murv. F"w. hm\t '\Tr, wr-rr- as cnicmaric
in ronn-nt as thr- follo\\ing: 1'".llllplo- ""111 till' Caner- Danforth Pap..-rs in
till' ~ ... il'ty·' lihrar~.I)(' rha,,' inn-ndr-d for publi ..-arion in th ... Proridcnc,
Ga~.'rt,·. of \. hich ]<,hn ( :;111r-r w 'IS puhli_ lwr .

Loca l historians hdn' 11"1. ;lJlp'lfl'lll ly. dealt ,.il h ti lt' r-vr-nt-, n-fr-rn-d
I f> ill thr- manu-cripr. .md it i ~ hoped. Ilwldwt' , th, lI a h,jd r-xplanatiou
ltlay supplv a '1'amy framework of duO"' 'wlpful 10 an Undt· l...tandiup of
tllt'd, ...-uue-nt .

The first fou r ' laIl7;" u-fr-r In tilt' di'\t' t\sioll tlu-n prr-vah-nt in nation.
state a nd Rhode Ieland Colli-g,' 0\ ' " tl ... fo rm of na tio na l gmTfnml"n1 In
I,.. a dopted . l'llhlil" cn-di r ami papl '" lJIU IIl"y. a nd n ·ligiou" differences.

.,

{ :{) V E K

11" '1. S.•I'''''·! Ed t.! " 1>ollr"il ' Llp,'rillLpU,,'d on

u r;Ki" .,} U1;Hlll,,'r;IH uf I/i" ",)' fuu '"lrd u" "-"d.'.

Hi-t crv founded O il Far'" Cha p. 2nd'

, . .-\ nd it ca me to p..~s in tilt' 10th & 11th Yea rs of the
~f omter ha vin g l :l heads wit hout a head . O W l' the
divi ded States of Amer ica -
Tha t J nh n thr- ~la r i n(T a l'\{'w l)l lrl ian ,~ ru led uvc r
th e Rhodia ns and the reg-ions round a bou t. -

:1. An d behold g: reat wir kn! nr ,," prevailed in the La m!
of the Rhndian s. n Try line did wh.us ot-vr-r seemed
good in his O wn eyes. which highly d i"pl,'a"ed the
I.ord & disquieu-d the .c:nod IM'(lpl c' o f the Lnnd. c--.

--1- . And moreover it ca rne to piI"" th at discord $: much
n il prevailed in the Seminary. that was built on



:l . .\ nd under h im ruled .\ ..hur' and .\ hel,:' a j ourneyman
TI1f'() lo~i..t ;~ true O lin ·rian", .11 who wished to ,r::0"('rn
w ith a ll t hf' blur rigllur llf thf' ir Fat her.<, wh ich h...ft,­
lo fo re eau....d ou r h lOlX1 to rUII down like a r inT.

fi..\ lId it cam(' to pa_' " that j anw.. took a jou rn ey
in to a fa r Cou n try, eH' n to t h(' Land of h is I-'at lll"" ,
a nd left .-\ shur & Abel to rule in h i", Stt"a d ~

I ..\ nl! "hil..t j am("S wa" ~(· t ill t he I.and of
his Fa thc"",, })a, ·i(j1 a lIla ll might y in the La s\
a nd a leader of til/" pt'op k , -a id IIn lo t h.. Aquaria nss

II. ( :IlI11t'~ let us cI1I1"'p in' loge ther to root o u t JanU's
lh, ' j ("p'ite as wc hCrf'lOfoft, did Sa m lld n h is plt'­
dC "TS"'-'I, ,h ;1I we lll a y h" \'(',, p ri,''''' 10 gil in & oll l
rll nti n tla lh hefort· II '"

q .- \ lId .\ , h u r said unto .-\ hd Irt li S ("ol11 b ine
wit h , l'r1 a i l1 of o u r 0" n Sen to d o a t hin g: wh ich
w ill m all' " '" grea t alllon ~ o ur Brf'th rr ll~

T h,' ( :1111, '::/' S, ,.", . in 1'1O;·idr l/l ' ·. 17H6· /7R;

10. .\ 1It1 t hn "O'c' ll;Ill1nl \\ ith t IWIII to ;It t a I Ir.unu .
in 0p"n defianrc nf thr- La ws of rhr- Rhodian- . and
.-.f t hr- Lo rd the-ir C, ,,1. and which t:' rTatly di-pl..a-cd j ;IIIII"'"

.vh ho uah pl;l\.allillg hold h.,,·n forbidden 11\ Rlu"!o- hLtnd Ia... ill
1762. r-er rain stud"nts ;11 till" Cnlke:t" [lout... I IllI" prohihition and pro­

dmr-d YOllng'- Ro 'o u:., Mid Otway's CI",at , of Sf/II"" in 178-•. :'\iehn l.l..
Ih own was "n,· of fill" .ut... ~ and otlu-r 11"'11111. ·,,,, " f the- fas t IH'H' still
IIlldn gradtult·s i ll IiR7 . when the "Drama" nn-utkun-d in tllf" nurnu­
w rip t appt'a rs to halT h"" n prod uced . (S.·,· I l.rrold K.•\ Ip. ·rt. "Earlv
C"Il" g,' f'n f" n llOl lln 's of ( )I 'lay i ll Provid r-no-." RJ",d.. 1,Imu/ If i-torival
So, id r CoUnt;o",. v. 2:1. nn. 2. ,\ p ril l 9:\fl.)

:'\0 dcfinin If'nlld «f this p"IfOlman lT h"s yd be-r-n found hUI th.. [ar-t

that it look p I;,,,, ' is I " a b Ig,' ex tent r-s tnhlish.-d hy a " 'Ii,' s of cent ro­

vnsi, l l ld t ' T~ [luhli slll"d in tln- G (/ : I'I I , ' .

II ...\ nd rt-rt ain of tilt' Rhodia n-, & o f t he Pnw id" llt i,ll\ 'S
sna ke fred, of tilt" no-ur-ed th ing that " a", durn- under
the rule of .\ slm r &: ,\ hel a nd \ \"ml(' !.(·W·" the-rrof
nb rnnd

In th.. i"w' of .\ p lil i . liRi.• f P,i,,,d nf th, "1""1"1' olllpl.li lll"d of tI ...
" C' Tl)\, inC' e-vil of ",hihilillt:' SIJgl' pl.,,, in this to\1 II • • • : ' and Im'ntinlwd
'·1110" ,·"'t·rtio us of till' (;oll"'lIo,s of Iht' Coll, 'g,' . .. \\ hidl it i.. hop..d 1l1,1\

p(nt'nt am' ftll tl ...( ,·",ltihitinns nf Ihl' kind . COlli it I,, · wi..dom that OUl

\oUlh shoulll h.· I,,"ught up or t;ltLght to h. . stat:" ··pbs'·I-". 01 Ita\"! ' Ih,'
l"'lI t of th<"il' minds 11,;1\\11 to ... , u...·I,·" a 1'U11""'" "i llll' r for life 01

d,·"th? .."
O n .\ fln I 2 1 Lil ...ral it ~ wpli" d : ,•... n ut tI ... lah· ,·nt" , lailllllt·nts h.. ;1I'

no anal~~ 10 til<" pn·",iplion ill this aft lof 1ifi2 J. It W;lS not h" \lag,··
plaH·'''. or I. ith .. ,i,·" to l::ai n . hut o n tl1<' pri lKipl, ' of illl l'lO\"!'IIl"llt ill
,' ,a t'.,y: a nd till" ..uhj' ·' ·1,·Ijf,... ·n t. as l'a ll'u b t\'(1 tt , illlprt ·" 1111' I" 'st 1ll01".lls
" 11 ti ll" mimI . . " ·~ I " · ' i;llIy as tl1l' l...rflll[ lIall< I' Illd I. ilh IlIli\ ,·r... ,d
a pl'l.l1I...· f,n it. mora lity ,lUd pH'n·pts."

.\ third cO!n's l'"!l,knl signi ng- hitllsdl .·1 again ""'IH,·",' d di sa pl'fO' ,11
in lit.. issII" of \ 1;1\' '-' . " "l ing: " .. , I atll 'I,·ll sa lisfi"d Iha l the lJuh lic
a' ·ting of play s is di" lgn "';II,ll' to tIl,' Pr....id, 'lll at ld <:'ltl" nOl tillll of til,·
C " ![,-l!" ill ihis 10 "". omd I tllay itlf"ntl th" s,' I\ h.. hOl \'" pn.ttlokd t1 ll'ttl.
tl la l a gt"l ltlt'ltt:111 fnl ill ti ll' l Tlli, "t' tsity of Ed itllmlgh ;",suH'd li lt' th a I
plays oil" 11I ,t ,u IT",,'d In 1... ;Id" d hy tit.. s ltld"ll l~ Ihl' tt,. ;1ll11 h... h.. II,·\Td
11" 1 ill a nI' o th,·, t ' lIi\ I' lsity in Eu top. · .. :'

jl1l1l"T he C:(JII, '~" S IO'" /II /' ''' /'lIh ll", . / 7H6 · / 7H7

Zion'" hi ll. in the Land fir ti lt" Providc nrian -, (,r
w hkh j um c- t he j ersitl·3 wa" Chidtai n

.I;o ll"s \la lll1 i11l':: . pn-cidvnt or ti l<' Coll'·g.· and pastOl "I rln- Filsl
B.lptist Chun-h. "as rho-i-n dd' ·c;I(t· to the Colllin"nt;tl COII~Tl'"'' ill
Ma rch 1i80. and althoup;h a C(lfI~Tl-~ oilionali"t minicn-r, 1" ' 11'1 F.>I ..-v.
wa~ made vice-president of till' Coll.·~, - to I" 'f fon ll his durie-, Juri ne: h is
ahwrue, lilt' a uthor of ti ll' m.rnuwr'ipt evidcn rlv f.·1t that ti ll" tutor...
Roh hins a nd Flint, were in antl,,1 ("ontlol of the in\t itu tion (stun za..
:, a nd 6 ).

Sta nlas 0 and 7 S",'11I to i l1lJ1 l ~ that David Howt'l l. illlltwntial in
Coli",,:, · a nd \ ta ll'. whom \Lillnillj{ had surrecd -d i ll COII~ Il ' '' . b-el a
JII0 \ " I1l ,'nt to r.. plac!: \ta nn ing- as pastor of the Baptist Church ~"

n-rnr d of such an ac tivity Oil tilt" pall of H" well has couu- to lij{hl. hut
a kit,"!" from :"" ichol" s IIn >\, n In Rr-v. " "l ikiah Smith quou-d hy R. A.
(; \Iild vrau-s that \ta nning k it that hr- rould not " possibly a W'lIll t" till'
d uti.·s of ho th Pn-vid..nt a nd I',,,to, .'·

.-\p p;lIt'llt ly Il"'lt· is hUI s li~ht n'I1IH', lion Iwtw1'1'11 ti l\' pn·...·ding
stalllas and Ihe rema inder. whirh d"als with tlu- product ion of a I,b y al
till" Coll' ·gf'. hy Cong-l1"gati olla lis" under till' Il'adt'"hip o f Rohhi lls 011111

Fl int . a nd till' ('oll\l·qul'n, "·s.

l il i



fiR Till ' ColI"g" .\' (('/1/' in Pr(>1'idrn a.17Rfi- l i R7 ' J II Il<' I%IIJ Th , Col/, ',::'" S("''' 111 I', 1Il 'It/f 'Il' ". I iJ/6 -I ill7

12. And .\ , h lll ,'ii. [bl.m k] \\nt' ('xrlTdillg" wroth & said
Samuel t ile' '«I ll of Richard the Aquarian'" hath
dollt" th i... ;11l< lIllinal,!t- I h in~ a~ainst U~ -

13. And tllt" ~ \'owed \,'lIg ( '<1I1('"(' a .gains! Samuel who
was a cOllwh Youth . ;111111\('11"10£01(" honoured by
their Chid tain

F.\·id,·nl h R•.I,hin ' an d F1in l I... ·li'" illg thai Samuel Edd v. ;1 111' ·1111 · 1 " f
rho 'iof'"nior f b~, . had b-d ti ll' l'uhli,' prol;-.;t a~ain~1 rhr-ir dnun.uir 1'1'1 1\1 ,"
rion. den-rmiucd 10 v-c-k " ·\t·n!!,· {sta nzas 12,13 ). \\'ha l till' (,"'.ld .1{'o'1I '

cuions aaaiu..t ElId\ .lTld hi, colk-ague wert- has not comr- 10 lichl and
EnO§ Hi tchcock . ,, 110 ,u'nlfdinc 10 the a uthor took part in 11,.. ;u' l i" n
against 11.r-111 ( "1.111:0'<1 I', ) in hi, diarv. !lOW in th e Socicw'< 1"( ,1\... non.
mc rrly nou-d ou J uly I I. 17R7. " r.x;l.I; lina tion a t ColI,1:'" Edd v & .\ " !lo l
expelled." 110\,,·w I. in ti ll' En..... ll in-hcock Pa pers in d \l' <';o('idy', Iih ra ry
there is a b-tn-r d.rn-d .\ tlg"I !'>1 6. 1787. written by Rev. E ph ra illl \\" ;I!'II.

pa stor of Ih.· C"ne:rt 'g"al ion al Chunh in Brookfield. ~Ia,s .. apP" ;dil1!! f" r
I"ni' <!lcy in tI\(' e;I'" " f J .\ 101.,,1. app.ln· ntly j on a than Abbo t of Il l" da~,

of 179 1, eo nf nllirll! whom dn-n- iv 110 further informat ion. II n ·;\lI..
in part :

", .. he partil 'tllar h d, 'c];tII·, hi .. lunoc cncv of tI\(' r rimr- bid t<> hi,
rhary::.·. TIll' I'I'l...idt"/lt in hi.. 1"IIn 10 . \hhol ' ~ Father innmat ..~ rh.n lit"
was ol:r.l in.l tl" whvu lind.... -xaminarion. to which Abho l <;;1\'. Ill' i.. not

v-nsib le o f .... ·inl! . ,I"'l in;lIe" ill .1Il\' ot ln-r ",·n""'. than of nOI ;'onfl'"illl! a
crim... of whil'h . Ill' \' ;1.. ( ·ntl"iOll ~ h.· w;\ .. 1I0t ~ilty : & his int illl;l!i ll!! 111"
woud. stand o r b ll " il ll Ed(h . \\.1' in rn nsc·tl llelll·(· of hi, 1.... lid th.Lt
Eddy \\"a., inl1'l(·t·lIt."

H . AmI it ca nl!' to pa..... in the I ~ t h ~ ca r o f the sa me
Ihat Ash ur & [h la n k] hfllu~ht fa]"" wit!lCsS ag-ainsl
Samu('! & <!rflN·d him I...·forc J a nws who in hi.. a n~('f

ag-aillst h im (":llInl ,\ ..huc a mI .-\hel hi.. umit'r rukn­
to.l::t·lht·r III (' XI'C U I (' il11 nH'di;ltt' \Tng-can ec on Samur!

15. An d J a ho t l\(' son "f I:ph ra im , 11 a man full of zea l
fo r t ht' trll,' fJ/II,' 0 /1/1t' . tflok wi th him Enosl 2 a pri!' ..t
of his OWn onlt-r. and \'Tnt unto J a me[..] & ..aid -

I G. Sam uel th e Son of Ri chafd ha lh surel \" d one Ihis
.~ rea t wir k,·t!Jw..... and thndore hl' i.. no m on° \\'(JrI/1\

In hl' llllml w!'l·d with ti ll' !-inn .. flf Zion _ .

17. An d in the hitu-rm-v, of t lu-ir iln,l:"ry /ca l. t ht·y con demned
Sam uel &- ",-I a mark 0 11 h im. that \\ ho-o cv cr S;I\\

him might r-ursr- him al-o

Ill. which thi ng ~r('al1~ eli-ph-a....-d t tw Lord & "" rely
gr icw'd hi" people : .\ lId lilt' Lord said - I will ftTomlx'lltt'
to them a nd 10 their rhildn-n Ilw doing... of their ha nds -

Ev id..mlv the Colkgt· au l!IClI i,i,-, ''''It' fill;lll~ rrmviurcd uf tilt" juno­

Cl"!ln ' of rln- two ..tudent-. nl d", 'itlo-d th.u ,1 pardon .. a~ in order. a,
Edd y. and :\hh" l .11"0 it al' l"·;n'. \\l' re e ra utcd their dt'~u', ·~... hill' their
arr-uv-rs. accoldi!l(! tn th, ' a iIOIlYurou-, .nnhor . "n-penu-d of till' nil that
tlll'Y had doru-."

I!I, . \ nd the-v repen ted of t ill' r-vil that thq ha d do ne
and put nn <ar-k f loth and humhk-d t hc lll"" h'~

lx-Iorr- t he Lord and 'aid -

20. 0 I.o rd r-a-t II" 110 1 ofT f(J fnl'f , hut u ·...t(ln: u- ;U;:;till
to th y I" , 'in g kindnr-c,

l.Opy -

'lh .. (Jri.!:.i1ll11 of l h,' /orl"p,oi,,!:.
11"111 [ound in I'roridvnce j /llr
23. ne:

0 11.- n'II" 'lIur'I\('(' of Edd ~ " t' '' plll, ion and ti ll' <"\1'lIb h-adinc up I n il
III ;I Y wl·1I ha\T h... · 11 a life-Illne: t"l lInit\ 1O\\;lId I{ olobins on Edd ~ ' , part .
Among" lhl' Pr i,'al l' Pal't·" of ." .lIJlIlI'l Etldy ill II... lihra r\' i, a l'a lllpa ig"1l
']w"t ll \,riw'll ill 182fi i ll whil'h Ed d y. ill It'Tl Il' lIlill'ualh ' \"iolc' lIIl'\"t 'lI
ill a ' ... ·riod wllt'll f... ,litic;11 ( '; d UIIlII \ \\ a~ in good 'tandin~ . .1''('11''''

Rohhin ' o f tra ding \\ ilh till' I"IWIlLYd1llilll.:' Ill<" War o f IR12. dial):!:'" hill1
"i lh r or ruption. and {" n ns h illl ". o ld IW;IlI...I: i' N·I),i " I,· I" llIoral fl" ']'

iUg"." I{" h"i m \\011 n·-d ..n i"l1 Itl tllr' [ ' l1 iln l St;Il'" Sl·natl·.
•• •

Infol"l ll;ltio ll whi..h will d iffu ,, ' till' "h" 'lIri ty ..Ull OUlldill g" th.' ..pi, o<],-'
1I11"Iltiolll'd . pan ind a r1~ as t" tIll' rMIlIl" "f Illl' I'hal!!.... ag"a in,t Ed dy allt l
lh,' alll,an 'nt , tr llg-l.:' l,· I" ·tw,,,·rl <' :,,"c:r t·gati ol lali..t, ;lnd H;ljlli,t,. \,ill
I" , w,·lnlllll' .

H'OT", 'I' t ...

I~h , I I k:l f. 2 sid ..,. 12~7" ,in . l IIm],-r " 1>0\,,, t i, k in Ca,' n ·D.... f"'l h P.1 P<"r~

, I" " I . fokln 2\, I I", Kho.k 1,1.w d I li" "" ,·.,1 SO"i<-I' l .il 'I ." ,
~J o h n C oll in. ( 17 t 7-17<)51, 'hin ' Ko\'t'rnnr ( 17RI;· 17q(11 of Ih,' SIal<' o f Kit",],·

" la nd , D iCl i" RIIt )' of A /tInj,,,,, R;oe", ph1. Vol . IV. 1', 107 (h....."fl'" Ci l"d DAB ) .
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DIRU :T<)J{ 'S SJ::II 'SILiil:1?

S I",ct. THE PIH:VIOl' -" D in 'l'Io ' .... ,\. "/n/dln \ 'HI im pol'lam Illl'(", in g"

!lan' 1)<'('11 held. T Ill' fir--r W ;I " ('a lln l , ill' " ll1all ~ nu-mlx-rv fed a need
I" lx- ahh- 10 ill\oln' tlu- S,,(i l'l~ ill 11\1' l" al hing .,f Ann-ric-au ami
Rh" de l slnnd hi-torv. RqH"""II1;tli\'C'" fro m nh l(';llilillal I<"ln 'i" ioll .

"Iatl' r-dura tional " ~ 'll'In'. v.u-iou-, privatr am! public ,,("holl)..;. and
-cveral ('o !l(·.g,·, joirl nllogl'thC'1' ill ;1 tilll ". fn T ('xfha ll.g(' "f idr-a- . '!l«­
ohjrr-t was 10 di,,( o'I'f in "hal wa '" "I' could -upph-nn-nt prllgralll'

: d rl'ad~ ill pr 0t:'n' '''' and what 11<'" pro gralll ' Illighl dovet ail into
:rln'ad ~ eXi"liul.(" henu-s.

Idr-a-, W('1'(' dnt'!"I"'d al ' lll ,L.: 1\ ' " g l'l ln :d linrv: fir.... t , pn'g fatlb

within the So,' i"l \ '" hllildin c:" .unl rlu-n pro 1(r;1I1h within th.. ,,( hn, ,1-.
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For p ro.t.:r'illl" ill 111l' S".i.'I~ il \\,1 " "u~.t.:t'~tl'( l l hat Saturdav ",-'min;I/ '"
on partjcularlv importnut hi..tnr ir- idl'as or events mighr lx' lu-ld for
alh·;tIl'Td -tudrut<, p -rhap-, ill till' J.ihrar~ where pri mary man-ria l i·
nvailabk-: ;11"'l1 ";, riou .. demon..tra tion-, of earlv crafts and pranitl·~ ,

and -evr-ra l t\I)( "" flf 11'1If'" ••f till' Il ou"o(' were proposed. For pro~rallls
in the 'o(· huo)... tlwn' miaht 1)(' Ifa\t"lin~ ..howcases with inten-..t i n~

artifans from Ilw p;,..t : and idea .. for film ..trip'" and ..Iidl· tnlk.. we-n­
"u~.l:t,..red.
nllfin ~ lilt" t1 i~lll"iolJ il dnl'I"I )(·tllhat we were reallv t;liking ;11)(' " 1

Iwo th in~ ..: 1111<' IIIl" I·dll f ;llinn " f ..tudent-, and one Ihe educution of
It'a t'hef'" \\ hn miu ht lx-rn-r inf mn their <tudents about R hl.t!l" 1..I;IIHr~

hi..toric and m-..tlwt i, pa-t . It developed that the plan> \\ hl'f(' thl '
St )( il' l ~ could 11I·~t III'll lll\(' involved in ed ucarional u-levi-ion is a t tlw
dl'nH'lll ar~ 'I, IJ/II .I II"\TI wln-rr- the -tudent« arc le« restricted in ju ..t
w lu-n thn 11I11~1 -t udv ;, particul.rr -ubject. and a pro~ram unde-r tln­
d in' I'l ion of Ek;lIlOn' n. \ lol1:lhon i-, heing developed .

"llu- ....-con d impu rta nt nwetinc was the "Idea Sc..<ion" "hl'rr
I1wmlx'f'" fdt fn 'l' 10 <I(h ',lIIl1' In'\\ idea;; for t h(" Socit"l\ and tn ..IIeel·..t
I IIrta ilnwllt Ill. or I h;ul ~I's ill.....'mt· pr{"\'ious pro.gra;n;;. The Stll·id\
h a~ a",a , . h.1·llI'filnl from i l~ ""lunlt'I'1'" sinn' Iht,y make il pt ,,~ihll' t"
alTllInpli..h lIlan~ Ihin l.."" Ih ,lt t ill" ~talf it"'l.·lf has not Iht' t illl.. I" f" I1,, \\
throueh. \ ' ;l r iou~ projl"l't~ lwn l n,lunteef 4',sislanct" and WI' h"pe Ih;lt
('\'l'n mon° nWllIh.·f'" wfluld lik(" 10 1)('("011](' innlln'd in importallt
projn t~. for I'X<lI11P,,", \" Irk ine on "arious ("Illkclions of pap( 'f" in the
I.i hr:tr~ ..lit ' h .... t ill" ( :.. rr in l.( t ' ,n malnial and Ihl" \l o-.cs Bnm II 1t-1 1t"f".
\l r. Khl ll"re ~pok l' about Ilw Iwnl In ffl'at!" an d ("\Tlltual h plIhli..h a
li..t of tlH' J.ihra n holdil1 ~~. ami \'olu nlt'(' f" a re Il('"edn l for thi~ wo rk.
.\ t J ohn Bn l\\n " " 11 "1 ' ("a la ln~i n~ hd p is a l"O l1('edl"d. The SOfiel\ i.
read\ I" hdp 1Il1'lIlht'f" lr-a rn ba~i(' ~k ill..;. an d othl" r "'impler hut 1""''';'11 ­
Ii,d pro jl'rt-. ill\'(,hi' r;lt hn roul inl" t~ pin,1.; "lIr h a~ "01" ing arq lli~it i,,n
la rd.., ,·te. ,\ Soci,d COJlltllith't" wa~ formed wh ich will plan ,I I;' \ \ !l

part\ ' a nt! I"Thap" otlwr ""cial (,\"I' n\;; for IllI' Socil't\' .
TIll" Rh ot!,· hla nd FOllml ,ltilln ha~ given a gram ' tll II\(" Sllc i!"t\ to

p,ly for thl' ca lalllg-i lll.( of tilt' pai llling"" pr illt ~ , and drawin gs'. ,\
suita hl,' ratah',c:n i~ Iwing- "'llllghl \\ ho will organ ill' and calal'l!.!: tIll'
~orllt' :l()o.:wn p"illt in .c~. Ih, ' \'a ri(lll~ pr ints, and the mall \ dra,~in~s ,
'I'h l" latin indlllk thl' imlll'rta nt Ed ward L. Pt'l kh am ' walern,ior

dra\\ing' : about :lOll pa inlin,C:" of Rh "t!1" lvl.md llowr-r-, and munv
", em'~ uf I'arl~ nim-u-cnth-rr-nurrv I'rm itll'IItI' and Rh"d(' 1..land lif':.
Thr- ma tl"rial will lx- ('al;l1o l.(l'd in lin ' Ir o,,- rd ("fI'!H I' filc- : 1)\ donor,
..iuer Ill' -ub jcct , da te. art i-t , and medium. \ 1ildn-d ( :, Tilln ' ret um-,
10 the SOl iet ~ ' ~ Library on it part-rime ha ..i ~ in St'plnuh('r t;1 l·a la l,,1.(
rhe exren..in ' pholllgraph ~ (l llln li'JIl.

The firm of l-rae-l Sa ck. In c., furnit ure Ilt-a ll'f'" in :\'1'\\ York . from
whom rarm- th e im porta nt lahdnl John T O\\I N 'n d tnhle and th e
Rh ode leland da~ bed tll""l r ihnl in till" Jan llM~ . 19iiR. i~..uc of RhOl/"
[ sland lIillory, has l.('i\CJl to Iht' ...·.oc irt ~ for IN' in J oh n Brown Hou....·
a -uperb eiuhteent h -o-ntu rv bra-,.. I han delirr. Tilt' gift i-, 10 a l know1­
I'dc:e the new intere-t and 1' X1 itr lTWIII amonu StH.'i l" l\ member- in the
ac- thetic objot- of the pa..t. .

La..t Fall th e met'line of the I...·ag m· of :\' ('\~ En.eland Hi-turiral
Societil'~ wa - held in PW\'it!I"IlIl' with IIII' StH.' il"t \ ;l~ one of it-, spon­
.... ,rv. It i ~ hOJX'd that mr-mbe-..... will ronrin ue to III' invol ved in th i..
organi la lion by \('nluring 10 Hurlinutnn . Vermont . when- the Le;lgw '
will hold it-, ncxr three-dav nH"I'l ine , from OttolM'r -l- 10 ti. 1 ~1l)3.

The Fall 1'·I·tuft· ('OllN' \\ hil h wil1 l1lt't·t 1111 ThuNla ~ lIlorn inc~ a t
I(): 1;-) frum O rl ohn 3 Ilm,ueh :\' l)\Tmlx'r :!I \\ ill ht· "'1'111' H istof\ I,f
Rhodl' I~land " ami tilt" ('ight I('( t ll rl'~ will Ix' giwn hy f).- l(:lo r
\l a n::un itt· .'\ ppll"llIl1. ",.(, L. llm\ll 10 all of \ 0 11 a.. a leadin~ thinkn
and I'dm'alof in thl ' a rl";\ of .\ nw ril an hi..tur ~ ·. Tho'o{' of you who ha\'e
he,lrd her knm\ tha t ~hl' i ~ .. li\Tl ~ ,til t! t'xtiting ~Ix·i\kcr. Thl" So,il· t ~

i~ hn no r('u tha i Dr. ,\ ppk lo n will ~ i \t· thi ' rOllN ' and I ~uggl'~1 th a t
those of you who arl' i n lt· ft'~ lnl in tht' fOIlN' I'onlan thl' H i~ lor ic a l

StKiet\ now "':1 Ih" t infornMt illll (',Ill 1M' ....·m III \ OU. TIll' nUllllx'r of
parli(·ipant~ in till' rOliN' i.. ll,·,,'..~aril ~ lilllitni. 'i"!wFa ll hit'" tr ip will
tw to ;'\l"Wport 10 ~e,' hi~tor i (' a rt'a ~. IJlliltling... and tim' art~. illdudin,!!:
furnit url". T his trip \\ill l)(' kd h~ EII'anorl' B. ;\Ionahon, our J irl"rtor
of ('ullca litlll and a""i~t an t I'llratll r. \\ hn ha~ f"r Illan~ ~('ars led a
~imilar trip for ;\ In~,,~ Bro\\ll ..tlHkn t~. Tho~(" who wi..h to take thi.
trip ..hotllt! ('on tact thl" SOI'il"t~ lU'W .." thil l thl'~ will h(' ~11I"t' of ;1
IH' tifira tifill in thl' Fall .

\, ' Iwn t Ill' hill~ for ll1(·mllf'r..hip dill'" \\TIT ~l'l1t oul ill '\""\l"Inhn .
ah"ut "Ilt' fj1Jilrtn of thl' 1 1 1l'I ll l H' r~h i p r,likd t" n·(t'in· a hill ;1I1l1

(·xprT~,.,·t! 'llfpri..(" al a """ nlllt! I1flti(l ·..· \'·t· an' tnd~ ~OlT~ ,Ih"ut thi~.
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T n Ihl" a llxiet\ and r1u l::'r in of lhe l'o loni ' I", their roya l pate nt wav
neither ", 1ft· nor -e'cure-, f"1" Rho de- l-Lmd'v indi vidualistic an d :-<'1111'­

ti llle" defian t a ttitude pnrm pn-d a number of attem pt- hy Ent:li,h
" Hicial" t/l have it-, I hu rter repe.rb-d or ;11 least made -uhjcc t to mon­
cfTn ti\t' T<,~;\I rnutrol. ·1·11<' f .....l maj,'r on..laught ca me from l:d \\ ;lrd
Randolph in Ifill.; du rinc: tilt" form.Hiw ..ta g"es of that ;\hortiw
attl'm pt at n,llllli;t1, 1I1l ....,litla li"n ~ t hr- Dom inion (If X"" En~1;ult l.

:-;urpri,ingh. Rh' Mk f, la nd in l tiHti -u bmiu ed q uilt' p......ivr -l v tn
(; ct\Trlll,r Edmun d ,\ nd n l' l,f t he Domi nion with 0 11(' tvpir-al e-xce-p­
tjon. ;-,111' rnnlTak ti her charter. 11111.. makin .~ it po""ihk for her to
claim. omr- rhr- l tominion wa .. nvr-rt hrow n, th at -hc had ncvr-r
al m allv <urrcmk-n-d ln-r p n-cinu-, ha -ir' Ia" .3' T hi.. incident Iurni-he
a s.:ood ('"a mpk of Rh" tll' I, lamr" ' ta ndi ng p(lli ( ~ to wa rd lilt' :\Illt hn
( :' 11l1l1f\ I IlIl, e", i' " 1 in \\ , ud-, and n',i'lalU't' in dee d-

DI" pill' the Iailun- of th" Dominion of :\I'W En g-land , Randolph\

;r. : c"I.."d". pI S ", I.. /''' 1''' ' ' ' C"I,,~i,,1 SO,O ..t ", ,,icQ ,,~d 11"",1 /"di... ).0 " _
d"". 18" '.-1'(1'1 ). I"'I';-Ihllll, 1127" , #'30 1. #ti,1 2. ",hl ,'I. ,,7 .'iO, #8 -14 . #8 'i7, #' ~ 12 .

it" :!:'; h....·"ftn fit, 'd (: S P ; Ko1>...t ,\, Lind,·",a nn. " Impoltant FRIN ' in tl".
l :ol<>n i ~ 1 Ii i, ,,, , ,. or Kh,..k I, la lltl I " flu...,cinll: Ik r Pill l ic i p,~l ion in II... K....ol,,­
1I0nar.. ~1 """ n H' nl: ' l 'nput,li,lwd d' MI"ra\ d;.... rla .;o n. I ndiana l ' " i.'(" n ;t>.
1"';2 1. I'!', .'i-" . 1:tJw... ,l KautJ..Il'h w",,, .-orrllll..rria l .,n d p',lil;(",,1 " Il.'nl of II,..
C,own ..·],0 ",."It- " 'I""I!"d ."tl:Il:,·"io", for tl ... rt"orl!aninl ion of rol" " ;al ad",i" .
i<u" l;on fWI" II,.. Ii"... ,,( h;, fir" ani..,,1 ;n no 'lon in Hil t; unti l hi. d"a,h ill
170:1, Tl ", 1M',t ",,,1- 0" thi, ("o"IIO"""i,,1 fitoi:un' an' ~I kh"d G , Ii ali. I :"d", ,,, ,{
fI(/~"olph ""d Ih.. .1,,,,," ,,,, ,, t:olonirJ. /ti71i·li(1:i ' C hap,.] H ill . :'\on h C.1Ioli"".
1" "11\, ,001.1 Kul"'T\ :'\ . T opl' '' n " " d ;\]f lnl T . S ( ;oodr;,-I, . ,·d". f :d", ,,, d 11",, ­
""Iph: l,,"u d; ,, ~ Ii i, 1.<'I ln . "" d O {fi..;(/I p" pn , 1676 -170:1 . 7 \01. , ( Ho' l" " .
t ll"II.I" O'11 ' 1·1,.. ' 1.1",brcl ,U" ',,, ,nt 0/ Ilw D" minion of :,\("", Enpl ,l" d. i< \ ·i" I"
1-' . H" rn,·' . 'I'hr /) olJl i" ;",, of .\' ,." , },: " ~ I ,,,, d ( :,\,." Ila..,.n, 11j ~ :I I . For l l... n',,,·­
lio" of Rhod,' h 1.l" d ' . C, ' rll·, a l ,\""Illhly t" I]", D" ", i" ioll ( i lld ll d i ,, ~ 'HI ,".,.,,, ''',

" f Ih, hidi ,,~ " f !I" , , !I,Il!.·.. I. .1Il<] l tH" lI·pmd ll'·l i" n of a nLu" I..... ,,/ do, ,,,n, ·,,!,
I .-I"lill~ 10 I<h...d.· 1,1.,,,,1', ,,,I,, ", ilh i,. lh,' L)o,"i " ioll. ". ,. !lI CU . III 17 'i·~ h"

,\ t, ,, 11,,·(,,1 i, Philip I L<1 I','",k ll , "TIll" { :ro"' n a lUi Co]o" i"l C h"'I<' I•. I ti75- 1hlllI ."'
lI'iUi" ", .,,,d .\I"' l (~""d..,ll' . "d 'i n ., X\ ' .1 11 1\ . 1'I.',l'I,. 2"7 · :\11 X \ ' , ( ), I" ,
I" " I"',II', I.·"~" 'h

l%H]

"1I 1.:1.: ,·..lnl provr.un "f, Oltih ill ill l.: RIIl'lk I-. lalld .md ( :" 11 111 '1 tuut wit h
ot he r colonie.. to form Ollt' f" ' ;11 IIl IOll\ pe r-i- ted until w('11 int o the
I'il.: hlt'l'n lh o-nturv . Sudl a pl.m W;I" ;11h';Illn·tI timi ng- " i n~ " ·i lli;lI11 ·"
" ·a f a .. pa n of l ilt" :\1" lhel (:ounl n ·.. g:1'lll'fa l ancm pr to ·"Iil!:h lt·n-Ilp··
IWf mi lila n anti me- rcnntik- po lin. ami it wa" ag-ain -;t1g-gl·..te-d in I i~.l
11\ n homr-g"mTrnnw nl im patie-nt \\ it h Rh' l,k I..!;trul J. ml l.nn nt'( ticu t
Ill"CaIN ' of thr-ir long uu-a-uh-d boundarv di'puw.3

-

.-\nothe r nu-thod r.f al laf kinl!: l ilt" pri \i kL:'·' and pi 1\\ I·P, g:fanled I" ,
lilt' m-arlv a utouonum-, rorporau- chartcr of R ho de lela nd con-i-ted
in d i,rt'g"J.fdin l!: Of o\nr idi nL: o-nain of it-, provi..ion". T h........, inva-ion-,
of pr ivik-o- wert' -tubbomlv f<...i-n-d. For exa m ple. :\la"";II: hll".,tt , ·
roya l g-un- rnor< W illiam Phil" tlurinl::' K ing W illiam '.. \ r a r and

j o-cph D ud ley durint: Queen .\ nllc'" " 'a r we-re- un-ur-rr ......ful in th r-ir
a tte m pt'> In av-umc ;\C'li "t' r untrol O\'I'r t he co lony'" m ilit ia . de-pit­
officia l a uthorization . In 170-1 .0.-, Ilud ft- y en deavored to implem en t
an opinion of the roya l attoruev t:I'!ll' ra l that go \nnop" mie ht he
a ppoin ted by th r- Crown in a rhartrr culonv in ca ......, of prl'" in g danger.
h ilt t h i-, hold maneuve-r al-o (;l il t'(I. ~!l

D ur inc t he im perial f('IlU:;lIlil<llilln (If t he 11190'", report-, of Rhod e
leland 's lark of pa rt icipa t ion in thl' liN pha ......· of tll<' urcat .\ m:ln..
Fren ch confrom arion for empire. rumor- t ha t thr- eololl~ W ;j " counte­
na ncin g pirat ical ani\·itil''', ;lIld rq)t'a ln] H'f ll""I, h\ t ht' clllom' to
rl "co~'lli Je t he ntmllli",i' lIl' " f "" m t' adm iralt \ ('(lIlrt officia l, promplc'd
t he ' trid a nd ('irnlltb lX'tt Bo a rd of T ra(k t o ;l1Ilhor il t' an in \T..lic:a ­
Ijon of R hode I, land '" acl i\·it i(·" ami .c:m (' fllmenl. T ht' inq uiry \ \01 "

n ,ntlunct! in Ili~ I ~ 1 h ~ R i('h;ml {:Ol tIl', Earl of nell , ,m, IIll a nd ,c:ow rnm
of 1'\ew Ym l.; , _\ la"" ~lC h ll "'-· II'" and :'\ c'w Ib m p..hir(' ( lf i99 -170 11.
lk ll" lllellit "ii' in"lru rt ed I" " llla in ""pic'" elf all the coI (ln~ 's 1a\\ S and
ot hn pllhlit· n '('onl " ·"rd a li ll.C: to tl... ;td ll1 illi..lral ion of Iha l g O\'(' I"I1-

~'Limktllann, /"c. ,;1.,1'1' 11-1:1. C'SI' I ti'l 'l, #1" 1,4: 1t>e'7 , #71,1: If /CU. 1\' .
~7",

:''' l.ind''l"a"" . /"c. • II" PI" I \·111 : C.\'I'. II," I. III" Ii i . I ' ;' U. #5<)I : I ({q . #<r"" :
I 71\ I. ,60' 111M;, *' lO ti 7: I 70~. #~\ : 1." ,,;,,' I'h.,II" K,.JI" I!: I(. "' 1II!' .\ "". ..i,',,,, ( :oloni,,1
C h,,, I'" .\ St ud ' of E" l!: l i_h .\dm;lli'lrali"n in K..I" liun T t", n ·w . Ch idh .\r tf'r
11;88 ."' .·1"'lIJ(/1 fI ,.po,1 of I ii .. .·1",olr" " Il i" " , ;, ,,I .,I " """" ' ;" /i I'" Ih,. j""'H I ' IIJ:I
IW",hin .-: ton, 1'1( 1-1 \. 1, 252-5'1, 'n... d,'('i, ;"" of tl ... .\Iton wv " " d Sol ;,.;t ",. (; ,'n­
...a l ("""( ...ni,,~ C.o", ,, appoin l"".,,1 (If , h ,' ~,,\.,.ti""' i, aliLl d.-d I " in AdJ "f 1/;,'
P, iv)' C""" ..il "f F"~ I",,,I . Ce,I",, ;,,1S,.,i... l"I.'I.IiB.'I. o·,t-. W ill i;\IlLL. t ; .."",
aml J allll's ~l llTHO I I", d ort!. 1"IlIl_ I'q~ l, \ ' 1. H7. 111',, ·,,(1'" ,·ilo·d .·1<,/ , "f 1/;,.

1''''' 1 e"",,, d,
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1111'111. ' I'" II,i'l'l llll h,' rllgJi,h ill\ nt iga t< ,r \ i,itnl Rh,,, I.. l-Luul ; '11 .1

thi-n ic-m-d a , ,,a lhilll.: " lI1 l1nar: of con dit ion-, there . The people.
Ill' "aid. had a di-dain for karn ill~ ami were "" hanwflllly iunor.uu ."

H i, r(,port a l..., d i"ll " 'nl a n IIl1ju"t ifinl excrcl-c of the jlldi lia l Ium.
tiou h~ t l... ( ;c'lwral _\""i'mhly, \'inlatiCllh of the' .-\fI" of Trade".
ucurpa t ion of ad miraltv juri-dict ion .t" and the harboring of pir.uc-.
Bdl"'lIon t conc lud r-d hi" Iwc' I1I ~ -five-poiut indictment . \\ hir h li, lt'd
mauv deviation- from tilt' d in'nin '" of the ch arter. I)\ a'...·rting th;ll
"hi- \faje't ~ i-, m-ithcr bonon-d no r -ervcd h~ t ha i gO\e rn mc·:lI.:I" ;,1

p rf'-.c·1l 1 it i" mallagnl." 11

Surpri"i ngly. Ik ll" llIont' " report did not lead to a n....-indine of li lt"

R hode t-land r hartr-r, hut it did Iu rni-h sonu- am munition for a nn .n­
gl'm"r:ll :111:11 k rm ;,11 rorpora te- cor p roprict a rv cha rter- ill II Ie' pniod
liOI·Oi. It wa d urine th t·....· ~t';,!' thai the Board of Trade -m-nu­
"Il,l~ atte-mpted 10 ...-curelrui-l.uion \~ hic h would nullify all corpt ,rale'
an d pmprieta rv r ha rn-r-, aml repla o- them with royal pa u-nt-,. .-\ Ill0Il~

the- leaders Ilf the campai eu :lg:lin't the five rcm aininc uon-rov.rl
111:Ii nl:lIHI rll ionit·,. Ilf which Rhode Island w av avowedlv the 1111,,1

rec-ak-itr.m t, \\t're' Edwa rd Ra ndol ph , L ord Comburv . and j.N·ph
l Iudk-v.

.\ ftn ...-vcral un-m-o-cs ful d f.. rt-, t he movement 10 vacare lilt"
churter-, Inl1 por;tril ~ rol b p'''''d ill I i07 IWCltl"t· of till' Europt'a n
mil i l ;,r ~ di'ruplion". l!w pk;td ill ~' of \ r illiam Penn and s ir Ik il n

.\,hur,,, th t' (It-d im' ill in llw' nn' of Cnrn hllr:- a nd DlIdk y. and \ \ ' h i~

.. pp, ,, ilinn loi lle' ('xpan , iflll of rma1 power. :\ "im ilar thout:"h i'i,b lt'd

'''f1..1I",,,nnl-' "'''''pl.,i''l ,,1,""1 Rh od ,' h Lmd ' , u,urp:nio" of adm;r"II' j"ri,.
tli,',i"" "rum...<1 fro,,, II,.. ,'..10"'" ,-"-,,Iion of i" O W" "d",iralh ,'u"" in It,''4
T h i, 1.,,,- n",hli,hi"l( <l r ol""i ,,1 ;.dmi,-;,I" juri'dini"n wa< "o\;,hlt· in Ihal i, w,,,
i'l\'.,lidal,·d h, till' I' riq C"",... il in ]70-1, h""a",," Ih,' (: o Lm,·il , ,,I,'d ,h:ll IUlOd,'
1. I.",d 1",, 1 "",-,-,-d",! hn 1'''''-'''' " ndn II... d"nlrr. I I...li",-,· 11>", 1hi, i, 1h,' ,,"l>
Rhod,' hI" " ,] ",, 1,,\1' , ' \ " -r di",l!m, ...d h, lilt' I'r in Council. fl n ,,, tI, "llhl j ' ; a ­

_-I,(m;I,,/ll' C"~'I "llIh,,", 1' [II nd. lilli.li,;:!. ,'d,. Dor ol ln S, '1'<> ,, 1.-. ( W ,,_, Io ·
;n .. lOn. l'O:l!;I,l'p 1i1·'IIi. 11lh-,'r:<'1 Did ..."u", .-I lli n i u m (;"[,,,,;,,/ ( : ,, " " " "" " " , ,
!I,'H,·li rjj (='i ,'" Y"r ~ , l " ti2 ), l' P- 2:l:·,·:l h 'Ill<' di <"lIo"an (',· i< pri"l'''' i" .r,/.
of I I,,, /' 1;")' (.''''' 'I(-il, II , , 1.~7 .

l l " R" I" "1 "f II ", ELu l "r »..IlolI 'Oll l , u" II ", Irr t'{:" Llr ili"s nf R Io " ,k I,la " d ,"
;\;' l\ -"mlol'!' ~7 . lh'l'I,II /(: U, I I I, :IR'i.R8, I hi. r' 'I'''''I, H,·11om" n'" "J olll'I\:oI ," and
hi, ('o"""'I'""d,·",',· " ill. Ktoo<k h L", d " tti,-i"l, " ",,,. ,'opi", ! fr"lI! 1h,· " ', '", d , 01
II". SL,I" I''' l' ,'r I IITi...· h) J ohn e ....ln 111'0"- " M,d p"hli<l...d b) f1 "rt l'-lI in 1),,·
t:I e II, 11 f. :1I1~_III(I, 11r" " n" h"mh"ill"u " T " """"iI''' R,·Lo 1i" .. ,,, Rhud,' 1, ];,,,<1
I"k,·" fm ,,, 1''' 1'' '' ' , I,.. Ih ili, to /" ,pn O!ti, -,· in Enl(l.md " ,,,,d hi, (,"pi," of " 1..-11""
f,,,,,, K Io " d ,- I-1., ,,d \ I(" "h" .,,,. ill II" , J ohn Ca,,'" R,ow" 1.ilo , a "

a tte m pt to rr-dure allthe non-roya l col"lli t'" wa" made in 171:l. hUI it
wa" unavailing principally hITa ll"l' of rhr- n-lur-tnncc of the \\' hie: ' to

accept an f'nbrgrnw lll of ro~;1! prnogati\T. and t hei r solicit ude for
vo-ted intcrc-as. c

Thu-. did R h..de l cland-, charter "linin' the rtTurri ng eri-c- of
168.)-1 i:l J. Thou eh th ..wloll~ '.. h;t,ir 1..\\ \\ ;1' threatened thcrca fu-r.
h~ th e Xcwpo rt Tnr~ j unt« in 17/;4 and h~ the Crown on scvr-rnl
occa-ion-. princi p.dlv b-ca '1'1' f ,f I cmln,\ er-ial paper mflnr~- r-mi....ion-,
a nd the (;fJl/'I'I' inridr-nt of 17T!.. rhr- c harter remained intact. it-,

lihcrali l~- undimini-le-d."
Tr- na ciou-, R ho d e I,Lmd'", 'tru1:.1.;11" 10 n-tain her c harter b rouqlu

-omc compliance h~ thr- (ololl~ \\ ith the directive- of the \[ot llt'r
Countrv. 0 111' -uc h art of obcdu-m r- was the codificadon of Rhode
Ivland'< law". In lti9H Bdlonnun had ber-n in-rrucn-d to obtain a
complete ....·1 of the rlJl"ll~ " .c:nwr,11 vtatute-, in t Ile' ('OUN' of hi, inv e--.
tiuatiou ..\ t first Rhrx h- l-dand cutupiled 1II('fl' "leave, of paper stitched
indeed toc:rt hn : ' arn)f(lin~ to Ihl" B oard of Trade. II Bellemont him­
....-If reported ~

·~Lind..,n"nn, 1M _ , ir . vp 20. \j, ; "'dlO1I1'. /"r_ ,ir.. pp_ 25~.:1-t1. Edward
fhd.-. \'i"'ounl Cornhun, W... I(",..,,,or 01 ;.;"" y o, k and =",-" J......., , 1102·08 .
J <> "ph D ud l... w.H rm;>1 lI:o",rno, of " \:o..... ,-h,,,,·t .., li02-15. \n ad ..qual"
"'fo"nt 01 D" d l.·) " rau'... i, E'-"rrll "' i",I",II. Thr P~ b /ir Lil" of I "",ph D udl,,)

=""" Yorl . 1"11
>:lJohn Bldm h,u d " lad"n"" "KI".a,- hlaud Bill. of I' ubli,' CH'di t, 1710·

li55:' ( l ' npuhli5hcd donoral di .."'t;,';on, thown l ' uin rsi" , I".'):.! ). pp_ :U I­
181, -17."1-5-1 I. analHr. Ih .. f.md ish n"I>o"'" ' 0 R h, .a r 1.1a nd·, pap'" ",on.." p',IiC) ,
Cnnude "' imlla ll . "~do. 'l'h" c",,,,,pu ,,,frnl" of Ih" Colonio/ (,'o,-nn .. .. "I /{h ..d"
1,land, li,!,'J-lii5 ( BO, IO" ,m,t ="" w YOll, I " () ~ -ln ) , II , -13M. , ..prinl' a leu,"
l ro m John Sl,..'w.....d to f ;onfllor W" " I,,n 1177-1) .. Ioielo a ll"d," 10 Ihe :"orth
,,,ini,"'~", i"lt'ntion to i,,"odu"" " bill ill I' a , hamen! "hi,-h w" " ld ,-",·at<· II...
,'olom', ,-hann. I' n ·"" " "hl ~ Ihi, "'-lio" W'l\ ,,·nl1l111 ... m"'d lM"-""'" of tl,.. G'l<p"
,,11.,i.. I...rel lI o r' ma " d '-Il, d"rinl( hi. i';\-""ill'" tiOl' of , It<' G,,,pa alIair. Ill:Jd,' "
...·rom""'''dali"n to th,' L " I of 1l" " l1l" u, h llo"t R hud,' hl,md ,md (:onnt'rlirUI
1,,- ,-on,ol id,llrd und,'r a 10\.11 ll'onrTlm, /(IC:/{, \' 11. lM_~, TI\O' ="ewp<> rt J U" lo
pm"d a vny sr,io ", ,In,'a, ,,' ll... "h;llin IM'c""", il LHlIldwd an atta.-k fro",
"i lhin II,.. culu,,~- it>,-1f. '1'1... JU"I " nhj'T,,,,I I,, Kh" ,k 1, 1,,, ur , L,ni"",tI )Jol;lic.
,,"'110.... n ',i' lauc,' 10 11\1' S,,\(ar a"d SI,,"'1' .\<'r., S,-,· Walt ,·, F. Mu llen . " Rh"d,·
1_1" " d ,."d lh,' I ' '' pc ri,,} K"" ' _Il' '' ' ' ;' ;ll i,,, , ot 171,:1,1;1<1;:' i l"'I'"hli,l",d d",- Iural
di_w'n,llion. Ford ha lll l l " iH " ; I ~ , l"h5 ), 1'1' 17''i-B5. a"d lb.-itl S , " " w jO},
" h" d,' I , /,m d Po/il io lind 1'h" .~",,,,i,,,m II n '" I" ' ;" ,,, 1760./7if; ( I' rovid" nn ,
IQC,f1 '.1'1'- ·18·.'l1.

""The Bua .-d of I .-ad" I " ,I ... ' ;"' n "", a"d ( :""' 1' ''' '' of Khud ,' " land ."
.\ugu, t II, J(;g~l . flIefl. Il l. :Iio.



711 tt .l , (."lJIllfl 'lIlio llill lJ.·/, r/fI /JI11l" lIi:. J .\"1111"1' .1'

Din ·. _ "r th..it , \I'l~ an d Ia,, _ pa'.... ·d in tlu- (;I 'lllTal ,\'_c·lIIhh.
an' no t madr- and d i~,·,...d inlo a ny I/lOptT fo rm (I I' na-thod. " Illy
Ir.um-d hy \,ay of \'1.1c. and KI' I'I in 1,1/"'1' ...-ripr, " f p.II",·r Ilo t
' ·IIIo·/l ·d into ;11I\' roll, or hoo h : and of! t ime-s not 10 boo found
\\II"n illtlUililll.: i, 1I1;, dc' (or th... 11 at the- (llfi'T. tha t ti ll' 1"'01,1,'
;\11' a t a In" 10 kll<l\\ \\ hat i, 1.1\\ amoue thr-m.n

T hi, rk-plorabk- condit ion \\,1' remed ied b~ the fo lony. howcvr-r, fo r
in 170.') a -';\Ii, f;tt lor~ nMlHN npr d i.c; t"1 wa- , prepared . Then . in 171 !I.
Rhode 1,1;11111', fir--t p llhli, lwd compilation o f her ,l:eller;11 1;1\\,
appeared. I"~

• • •
The Il i!.:,.... t o f 171 ~l fi~urC" prnminentlv in an~ di.... u..... ion IIf t ilt'

imph-mcnt at ion of tfu- lamed t:"uaran tc-r (If rrli~inu ... 1i J-x·rt ~ rmttairu-d
ill th e Charter Ilf Hili:! ..\ h ho u c;h the- royal r hartcr had ~ I)(,'l"ifit'alh

<ra ted thai tl(l pt·.......n "<ha ll be ill an~ wi'l' mole-ted. puni-hcd . d i-.
qui-ted . or r-a lh-d in qut', t jon. fo r ;III~ differences o f opin ion ill 11MII,'"",
o f rd it:"ion:' t he 171~I nltk cutuai ucd t ilt' foll ow in g provision :

,.\11 ~I , ' n r"'/" lJ i ,, ~ C/lIi'liflllily. and of COlllpt'IC'1l! E' t;l!t·, . and
of Civil CIlIl\ n _;ll ioll. "lin ;KKlIo"l..dge. a nd art' Obt'd i..nt to

Iltl' C i\-il ~lag i ,tr ;I ( ' · . Ihou l!,h of dith'H'nt Jltd~nll1 t' in Rd il!io ll'
. \I rai l~ (R um'" 1 Call1Uli,b ()/liy n:n/d"dJ ~lt all 1M' ad Uli tt .·d
FIl...· nll"n..\ud ..!J;.II kl\ " Lill,·t ty 1(1 C bu ... · all d 1M' CIII"" 'n (>!TI'
" H ill Ih(' Co lony II/l lh ~liIilal ~ alld C i\·il. t7 ( I t a l i , ~ luinl

' :''"R''l'nr l " r lh .. LIl I of 1I,·llo lr," " t 0" tIl<' Irrl' lI:: ula riti," of R, h"d,' 1.1.11,,1_
:'\" "",,,h" r 27. Ih"" , Nil:N, H I, :IRR_

":"1."..... , "",I ,\n" ~"'d ,' FlO'" til!" FiBI S" lI ln,[('nl uf li n ~bj"'l i," C"l..,,~
uf Rhod ,' 1.1" ",1 'U1d I' r,,,, i,I,''''''' 1'1" "I ,llio" , " (170,"1 , R, hod,' 1, lanol St.> ",
.\ rd li,',,\..\ r"c. i<n i].. of Ihi, "odi lrc"li"n ",a, puhli,h,'d in IR"h h, Sidn", S
Rid r r, 'h .. nol r " Rhod, ' 1.1"",-, hi"..,.i" " "",I <U"i'luarian, I n 1 8 '!'~ Rid", l',inl ,'<1
" f;u ,illlik of II,.. 171" ll" hli,l ", d ('olllpil"li"n ,,'hich conwi ll' all r"""llt-n l hil ,.
lio f( ral'h ic,,1 :ll1l1 hi'lori(;. 1 ,· ~"",i "",ion of all lh,' fol;o d i ~,",h (ei: _. 17-m, 17 1l,
Iih 7, a ",1 Ihr pa ,tin l 0 ' '\lppkn"' ''',rr~ dign ts of 1732 "nJ 1772 \ of R lo ud,'
1, land ', ('"l ""i,,1 b w,_ 1'1,,''' ' n""l'iLr, iom "f Rhodl' h land ' , !<o w \ ..... il~ h..,. ,·"ft"l

I,,· ,·it,·J '" /) i ,~ rl l ..... i, h ,Il<' "pprnpri;, «' ~ ",1r of pub lica lio n.
' ~ l) i { / , , 1 of /71'1, II :1. UJCII . 11, :Ui.:n. '1It,· J,n l .. ud, of ,h i. "i'l'ul" II,,"

j, Sid",·, S_ Rid..r..1" J" 'f " i , .l' C,"u""i",{ r l<~ O ,,',{ '" o{ / h,' CI,,,, " ill II<, i ,Il !' ,
,,{ /(1I" d, 1, 1"'111 r/7/,'I./7H:J) l) i , ' ''nu h 'Hn .~ /( Olm", C"rh"lin ( ['ro"iJ r'Uc,',
IB8fli. Thi ~ "''' rk i. :-.;." I , 2nd S,·,i,·" "I lh,' Uh" d ,. 1</" "d H i ' I ,,, i, ,,1 r' ''d'
It id...·• tilrd i""t, "Til' .'" q>l"d alld 'ullI ll\"ri"'d ill Joh n Ri, to " rd \ 1"" <1 ,,, " '1'1,,­
Trulh Concn lli,,1.l d,,- Di. l ,."",-hi" ·lll"'ll 0 / C.nholin in Rhod,· 1_1«nd : ' 'J'h~

.~ ,,,,,j(l,,, C Il ,h" lr'r <lul"lo l) UI'I"'''', X IX IJ"'\., IB91 '1, If,fl· 177.

T h i, mt \\,L' a lkC:l'd[~ pa''o('d in t hl" .\tanh It il ; : ~ :'o('"ion o f t ill'
(;t'l l('r al .\''o(·m hh. l t-, r-nru tnu-n t t he-n o r at all\ tinu- prior to 171!)
i.. po"ih lt' h ut hir:hh imnrobn hh-. In th l" oric;ilMI prot t'c'd inc;" of ri ll'
( ; t'llt' ral ' \ ''''''mhl ~ for II ;I ; .~ no 'LIth -tatun- "pP':;II'., nor i, il Iound in
tht' prese-rved pronTdi lll.:" o f an~ -ub-equen t ,.:....ion. F ur ther. it i-. not
r nntauu-d in the m anuv ripr " 1.;1\\' ;In<l Art-" o f 170:1.,-

TIl(' pa"aC;t· o f t hi- n"l ritl in ' "1;1 \\" durinc; lfiti.l i, p artir ula rlv
implau..ibk- in \-it'\\ lOf the ("(1]0"i'I,' vtatutorv rnac rment in \ I ,, ~ .

lfili-1. o f t tl(' rdir:iou' c;uar;HllI' t" .,f t hr- charter. The fact t hat Roger
\ \"illia m ' \\;1' a nu-mber o f the fir- t .\''o(·lllhlil'' re-nder-, the- an',
pa ..-aze at thai time I'\TIl mort' douhlful"~

It call a l'l' be infe rred rhar thc PJn lrun'p'ial"la \\" \\ a ' not ena cted
at am t inw durinz rlu- .... -vcnnx-nt h renturv. 1"" ca IN' Bellonumr
reported in hi, " journal" on Sq u t'lnhc_'r '2'1. lfi9~. th a t the Tc-t .\ C1
\\a' not enforced in the 101011\. H R ho de- l -ln nd had pa-ced t he
;.lIec;t"d law flf l tifl _ ~ in dr-fiame- lIf her c harte-r, it ....-e-m- likelv t ha i , ht'
would have employed -ur h a rr-adv-madc t'Xt'IN' ;1' the- T eet Ar t tIl
jU' lih rhi ... ,iol;ltioll.:·"

Proha hh t he diw riminatorv - t.rtutr- \\ ;1' in-erred in to t he P i/.::r--.t nf
171 q In the compik-r-, o f rhat \ .. lunu- to cater to t llC" \\ h im - of thr­
n'n'"n l ddf'nrlt·..... of Iht' ir t h;lrtn. t il(" En gli, h \\·hic;' . wh l"': anli­
C alhol ic 'o('nt inwnb had 1",·t·1\ " ro ll, t'd h~ t llO' j a cohite" c1 fort ~ in
17F I-Il i 10 re, ton' Iht' C a lholic I' n 'It' lHln 10 t ill' Ell~ l i,h t h ro ne'". In
faft tht· jacob itt' upri ..ifll.:' h;ld pr o mpl n l lilt' pa"ac;t' by Pa ri iamt'1I1
o r pnNripl in'lq:: i ~l al ion ;1.c:ai n"l " Pa pi'I;' in JUIlt'. 1716.'·1

' -Th, ' IIIo,t d"t.,ikd ' IUl,h of culo"i,,1 Rh' MI.. " I""d, S..llIud G ..\ rrlold, II ,, ·
I",) af Ih~ Sr"l~ "/ Uh"b i l land "nd J' , ,, ~, id. nu i' /" n/Ill ;" n' [Hi:lli·li'l(lj. 11h
,-d _ / £',o,-i,k n...., IB'I~I, II , 1'12, ,' roo",·ot"I\, ('L, illl~ lh" t th,' di~...iltlin'L1or~
't;ll"t,· ,"" ind"d....l in tI " , I in" m""u.cril't di~ ..q .

' ''Ri CU. II . ii. Th,' Ro, ,,1 (:omml"i"'''' I', ill Ihh.", oh"·,,,,,,J (O f Rh " ,k
1. I" lld...., lh a t " lh,'\ "II"", l i b<'r t ~ or """",In,"'· ""J ...." " hip (CI ,,11 .... ho Ii,'"
"i,ill>" Jbid" II , 127.

"''' I."rd H,.JI"" ,o" t' < "Journal:' II H,R. Ill. :1'10,
""Th,' , iI(OI'o Ol' ;", Li·C",I,,, li,· na t,,1<' of ",rrh ,·i~ h l" ,· " , h·, "11 1111" En!o(l i,t, Wh il.l ­

I.l ;'!lr i~ ,·" id'· Ilt in ",,- h .... rit illl.l \ '" (.'''1'''$ i ...I/ .. " ,,,,d "l"h ~ l " d" pfl,dfl,1 Wh i~ _

l :r. U", jd L. J "" "h",,,, ,·d .. ·{h,. 1': ,, ~ IIo!r J.ib"' '' I''' ;'''' /ffl ;/a~ ,. ( Ind ja" " poli,.
1'16:; \ , PI'. " ·ii· ,,k ii, S"" al-o 1\;" il Will i" " ,", 'nu II' h,,, S,, !I1,./lIIlC)': / 7/-1 ·{ 7riO,
2nd ,-d, I( hfonl. l 'Ib :!) , 1'1'_ ill·HI. I:IO·~' I. C Io,,, I.., HOI LI" " Hi,/m ;,a/ .\1,.,.,oi"
<If Ih,. b, ~ /;, h . /Ti.!,. II"d Sml/"II (,',11 1", /;« . Si",.,. I lIr 1I,.!" ",,,,t i ,,,,. :lrd ",I.
, 1.01,,10". lil T! I. I t I. Ill:;. Iill, "'>l'l"il" ., "''',\,·ui... ,t " "" ,n" ,} ""d rOll,vib li""
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T o Rhod.. 1"1,lm!",, di-cn-dit Ilw 'llk:.:nl "\;111111" "r 1Iil i l \\,1"

reprinn-d in till' Dit:I·"t-- of 17.10. I iH. and I i lii \\ ith thr- approval nf
th.. C Clln al .\"....-mblv . ~ot un t il I ilU wa" the arbit ra rv di-qunlilic.,­
l i" 11 "f C:al h"l i, ,, n'ITH ,\'l"d.The art which accorn pli- hed Ihi". 111 1\\ 1'\ cr,
nu l onlv fa ik ll 10 n'I 0 L:"lJi/ l' t he "pu rio u" natu re of t ill' di"ahlillt.:
"ctatun-,' it ;11 .... 'IIn.:!I·C\l'd III ddllll' the civil <ratu- of th r....... prof,'""in~
rhe j l'w i"h fai th.~'1

O lh l"r "iL:"lIifil ';l11t hh-mi-ln-, nil Ihe (ha ner'" g-ua ranh'l' of rdit.:iou"
,'quality \\t'r<' tlu- rlr I,u(o freema n-h ip n-etr irtinn impo.....·J at.:ain"l
j l'\\ <i an d t ill' c"lony'" TI'fll"al to naturalize adherent- of the j cwi- h
Iaith . Ah hou uh j l' \\ " "Iljoyed freedom of worship. none, hO\H'nT
qualified or ounp-tcnt. was ('\ r-r mad,' a freeman of the ("Iony "f
Rhode ldand. O n the i""lu' of naturalization. bot h th e Superior Court
and lilt' C;"Iwra l "\ "",,·m hl\ in I i61-1 ill:! denied the na turalization
p"tition.. of .Ya ruu I.opl·l and Isanr- Elizcr bccau-c th ,'y \\l'TI' 11011­

Chri"lian". T he I.O\\l·r Hou-e of the .\".....-mb lv furt her ad rnoni-hed
them tha t adln-n-nt- of t hei r rclioion were "not Liable III be rho....-n
illtn any O IJi. (" in thi" Colony ~or allO\\ed to gin- a \ -0 1" a" a
Frn "ma n in C:h'M'''illJ,: IItlw"... ·;·, ' I'hl' most cardul "tmknt of Rh, ,,k
I"b nd j n \ i"h hi"lo(\ "".....1"1" lhal no e\·idl· nn· exi"I" Iha t ;)n~ol\('

prof,',,~i nt.: till" J l"w i"h n· lic:ion wa~ ('\'IT na tura lized in Ih{' ,01011\ "f
Rh ode Island . BIIl lhl' n'jlTtiuTl in tht' Lo pt' z ca .....'. il "hou ld IM.- notn!'
"ll'Innwd {rom Ih,' IK' titiolw r'" polilit-al a" well a" hi" rdi~ iOlh allili;,­
lion". LOI M. 'Z \\;, ,, d , .....,h a"",,>("ia ll"d with X if hola" Bro'\ II. a ll a lh Iff
(; " \ T rn" f Sh'plll'll Hopkin". Th i" farl 1)I )""ibly pwm pl"d t hl" h illnh
anti- Hopkin" foIlO\\l '" of t'x-g"WrJlor Samud \"a nl ill t ill' .\ ".... ·m hly

"f II,.. ;lrli ;lll".';"'1 R..rll.HI (:"11101;(, p."",'d durin'! lh, · " ';lI'n of (;"u"C'"
1711.:!i ).

:'~h ,I"'old IN' "nkd lh"l Ih,' C"tholic l-'Upu\;llion uf ("ol .. n;a l Rhod,' 1, I.1 nd
w,,, n,·'!lill'ihlo-. S,.,. /{"IN'I" II . LOld . J..hn E. S..."on . and F.d\\ard T l \.l rrilfll' l" '"
lIi'/IHI ,,/ rh, .~,d"Ii",.,,, 0/ fl'''''''' i H" ' lon. I'll:),. I . Io IR, hIl7_hR. I hu' u" ,
r . CHllo·n. '!'h, C,,/h,,/i, ( ,h ,n cl! ill ffhod, Id",,11 (;';o rl h P,,,,id,.,, ...·, l'ntOl, I'll.

'1.'i_'I:\. T h...." ","n' no ( 7" lh"l ... dH"d",. i" Rhod., " 1.1 " d ('(,Ion,. F"'" "" ,,,'''''''''1
of II". "110,11 j ,·,..i, h "" " 11" " ,, ;1' ;n :'\""I'0n SO'" ~"' ~ J Kohk r. "' 1h~ J"''' in
1', ·wjJ01 I.'· /','/,/i"";.. ,,, of II" A ",,,j,,,,, J'·II'i.h lI i' /o , i,,'/ S"..id,l. :'\u, r; I Ill"7 i ,
Iil·flil. II", ",'I of 1711:! i, pri"I",1 i" UfCII. IX , 1;74· 7:),

:" 1[b"i<l t :. _\ ddll"UI. "S h"UI{"I" C i" il Ri ll;lll , of j" ,,, in II,.. t :OI!l11' of
R ho,j,. 1,1.",d : ' In,,,l, I lI"" d 1/ iJ/"')'. XI II Ijuly, 19.'i-l). o'>-n. T h,' 'luok i,
r....m II". (; ,·,,,·..,,1 '\''''1,,1,1\.', d",'i,i"" Oil Ih,' IWli,io" of LUI»"' and El i" " which
i, r"l",udun'd i" lliid. ,!,. 7'1. 1'1,,' .. ,io:i",,1 i, in Ih .. Rhod,· " b nd Sial" .\,d,j,·,·,

I
I

;111I1 uu tlu- Ikl\l II I" f'''\\11 up" n hi" l iti/l' lI"hip '1 I'plil;tti"II.;"
Althou uh j ew" "uHl"n·d evclu-ion, no forma l ba rrier-, wen- erected
I" the fo lony ;!L:"ai n"l the na lura li/,ltioll "f Catholir-; On thr- ul!ln
ba nd. there i.. no dcfiniu- n-cord ()f t ill" lla lur;dil; lIioll ()f an a\'l1\'l'd
nu-mber of tha t rdil.:ion.~"

Dt....pit r- rhr- af"rnnl"ntiOlwd di\'l·"ioll" from the r-harn-r, thr­

rditdou" liht"rt\ l·njo\l·\I by 1"I,Iollia i Rh ' l(lr Iclandcrs ....-e-m-, to have
(wen broader t han that po".....·,....-d h~ an\ of H i" \bjt"'ly'" -ubjcct-,
inrludint.: t hu.....· within t ilt' realm of En L:" la nd il~df. Though civi l
n'''lriltion'' we rt- imp"....-d on .... lI1W IM"I'a ll.....· of their rdigioll" ntfilia­
tiou-, freedom of «or-hip wa.. tu-ve-r- impaired in IIIl' R hode l-Iand
r-olonv.

.\ fina l inva-ion In Rh "J I' I ~ttlld(' rs of lilt' civil libcrtie-, of ;I

l\\il1oril~ ('on"i"tl"d in tlu- fo lony'" 1'''I)llllS;11 of Xn:ro -l.o crv. R hode
ldand in rolonial timev 1101 onh rnndunvd "I;i\f"ry a" did tilt' OIhlT
northern colonil-s. it I-al.:nly l'mhr;Hl'l1 it. T hl" clavr- trade plavcd a
major roh- in Rho d e l-dand'v com mercial devclopnu-nt. and the in-ti­
union of involunrar- Xegro wrvitudr- \\ ;1" firmly entrenched in till"
"x arraga n.....·U COllntry" "f "" lIlhern Rh, >(k I"tllld \\ hl'l"(' a combina·
lion (If Ih .. hylaw" of Soulh Killl..TO"IOWn and th l' .l::l"nt" ra l );1\\" of tht"
colony prodlll'f"d a "Ian- I"IM"lt- r!"""'ly rt·....·mhlim: th;lt Ilf t"i .e:hleenlh­
n'llIury \'in.: in ia. O n ti ll" I'H' of th.. RI'\'(lluli oll t lw proponinn I,f
~('grot·s in Rh Otk I"lan d \\ ;1" ,g rc·;t!a t ll;lll Ihat of an~ olhn ;'\n,
En c:bnd ,01111\\.,,01

:'·.\ddm:m,loc. £il.. pp, 7--1-ih ; .\("oM, <II'. ';1 " II . 1'11_"1;; j ,lI " '" B. 1I,"cll{' ·' .
'rh, H,o:.,~ . ,' I PI<J , 'id~ "a " /" '1, ,,/i,, '1' : (.""I""i,,1 r,,,,. ' C" ", I' riJ II:' ·. ~fa" ..
1'1'.2 )... I..... , 1.'i1_.'>2: Lo ,.,. jo ~ , "I'. £;1.. 1'1',7", 2lH Lo....j",·~ ,l"d, "o",~im an
,·~,·~l1,·n l. d" I,',ikd ;Irrou"t .. f Ill<" lafllo", \\' ",u ·J1opl in. ron lto"..r... .

'-':'.\",old. 01'. £il., II . IllS, ~Q~.' lti. o:ivr' a' '''' undn",,,,,,· nl ..d ~"'''''I-Jl .. of C'1Ih·
olir "aturali;alion. S lq.h,·" D....:lIur. ttr~"dL'lh" r of 1Ill' f"mo", (oo"mou"rt·.
who wa, n" lur"liL"d in 175:\, U/ CJ(. \ ' , :lh7 . L " , rf"1u'I' 1.,.1;,,,<1 l.o" lh,·r. " Rhod, ·
1, land Colo"i,,1 Cov,·rn""."r. li:I:!.·· (ulIl, ,,I,li, lwd dorlor.,l d;,,,'rl,, lion. Lni""r­
..ily of \\-"" sh inO: lo" . l'lh·II,I'I', :!:!-2:I, "fin "ol"uhinlt an "''''Iy hiol(ral'h,' of II,,·
,·""""odoo'". ''''It.I{I''(; lhal D'·.·.l lur rn,,)· '0<,1 han ' b,',·" ., t ;,·"'.......· {:" Iholir ,"
.\lnoIJ '1"11", 1,"1 w.1., IHoh" hh a 11 " 10( ' '' '1\<>1 . Ir i, 1",,,il ,I,·. h"",,',',·r. Ihal Fr" n..i,
Fn l .1 r;. " for"'", ,,,hj,'n of ( ;"ll" " , nalura li,,· t1;n 17.'i1. ,,,,.1 j ,unn 1."'''' 1\'' , whu
..!a i", ,·J lU I"." forn",r " (: hri' lian" ."I,j'·r! "f II ... Kin io( o f 1'" rt ull'.11. lla l,nal;,,·d
i" 171i[, "" " '(' Car h"l i", /{J(:U , \" , :\4ll, \ ' 1. 2h2. 21.7: ,\d,·lm"n. '(J" ,.;/ . 1'- 72

:,O: On Ih,' ,·ol.. "ial <I"".. tra d,' M'" .\I ill .. " 1."" ttl1o"' , "Th,' R i,, ' of II", ~ 1 <"l'd"' '' 1

Cia" in R hod~ Isla nd: ' I ""I'"l ,[j.t...d ,j'''' IUl,,1 di''''II'' li"", U"i"I't';I" of Wi,­
.·"n,i". I'I:IIi:, , 1'1'. 11·7:1. ll "d l{" ' , "p, fil .. 1'1', 7!l·R.'i, U" R hotl,' 1-1.",<1 d"",.... li.
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It nru-t Ill' .ulmitu-d that lhl" royal cha l ln \\ ;tS tIlH!l- r"CLlH!<thh
mute Illl the sllhjel1 of s1a\'l'ry. hUI lilt" slan' sySIl'rn whir-h prevailed
ill l'ig llt"(' lll h-(Clltu ry Rh( uk l-daud Wi'S at ...harp \'ari; ln, 't' \\ itll ti ll"

lihn al -pirir nf rh.u d.aunu-ru.

• * •

.\ ' u l1l 111 a ry «f -cvr-rnl dt-vclopnu-ut -, ill the iniph-uu-nt.uion of the
n,~al cha rln\ adminictrativr provision-, is lHTI'"sary for a pnlp.T
lllHkrsland ing of till" "tate\ ronstitutiona l hist ory. T he most impor­
tant of the-e- drvr-lopnu-ur-, rt'LIII' to legisla ti\c, judicial. and t'xenllin'
affain-. freeman-hip a nd sulfrage',:"

The most si,gnifiea nl feature of Rhude l vl nn d'< colonial zov cnuncut
wa s th e "u premacy (If the Legislat ure , T he Genna! :\ ,,"emh l ~ imple­
rnr-ntcd and expanded thr- man~ ufon-memioned pnTogalin's ("(111­

k-tn-d upo n it h~ the charter unt il it- a r tivities extended into ('\el"\
facet of Rhndc Isla nd life, TIlt" Legi... latun- wa s th e Ioral point of
gon Tlllllcllta l power - the cxet-utivc. the judiciarv , and even lire
to\\ ns:" were sub-e-rvicnt 10 it.

Although th e auth o rit y of thr- .-\"'« ' rnb l ~ wa s substant ial, it wa" hv
lIO means unlimited . The Kin g, his Pri\'y Coun cil. and Pa rliamen t

,Iaw'ry s",· W ill i'lIll Da"i, ~f in,. r , "T h,' ;'; ar r ar;:'lns,'U Pl;lntn . : ' Prru ""d in l!s 01
Ih~ A III O io lll A n/ ; q lw , ;an S06,,1)', II,S" XLIII ( 19H I , 49-11.'i : \ .... D, Jo h n, to ll,
" SI.1\l'fy ill Rhod,. 1,l and , l i $5-1 7,1; ," Uhod" I J I,, ~ d }/ i ,lurical So£ifl)' P,,- b1i~ a _

li" rI.<, II,s, II , 118<) 4) , 10'l_ lti,I: Edw ard C hann ill!!, " T Ill' ;'; "na!('anwli Pla n l l'!" :
_\ Study of C'lm~,:' in "1'h ~ Joh ns Hop~ i ll ' Un ;l' " , i l )' S l lu{;a ;n P" lil ;rtll "'Id
S"ritl/Sri"ll(r I Ball illlOrl' , 11l8til, 1\'. 10:' ·[ 2 7,

:" In th" ful1u,, ·in!(' d i" 'l,,, ion th,.. n' (urn'll t lI 11 ,.,liun " f ddill in !(' thl' [" ", " d"ri",
", ta hli,hl'd by l lw char t.... "'Id tb ,' ;1I1l"rpho", jll'ohlt'lll of lo cal guv ....n lll...H
h'I\" no l b' T II 'HI'll}L..d , TIlt' fOflll.... p la \ , a rl,l" in Rhod, ' I"I" nd ' , c" "'li lll liuna[
hi'lnn- when p<'r,i, t"lIt ho " nd aq· d is!-,ul", Cau"" Ih ,' ,'xa'I>l"l'a l ,'d ~Iolh l'l' Cou n ln ·
10 r<,,"o lllllwnd dlt" " b ,u rp tion o f Rh od " l cluud hy:. la r!!", l·olu ny ~,,, .. Ih,' d;'pul '
wi th C"t> ll<"C't;l"\l t in 172:1, Rf CH, I \" , 27,'i , :lO:I_08: "',. ,,1,0 j o h n lI u td lill' Ca dy,
/I""d~ f ,I"rl d lI",, ~ dtl , in 16.'16_/'1.'11) ( Pro " id ,' nn ', 1'1:Hil ,

"'- I·h,' \:harh' f uf lh t>:l df,-n, 'd far-rl'a(' hi n« a mJ impu rt a ll t .- h, rn~\ · , ;n dl<'
rh;lrOlft,'r ,md ' I"Upl' o f localll;o,·,'rnllll'n i a n d h",u!(' hl "!>Ollt a 'I!hst<l ll t i.'i1 dimill'"
lion of l,...al a"lonmn}, I'. [JI·ri" lly in II" , jud i('ial 'Iu d adminisrrnri .." ;"";", 0 111'

o f th, - ""rli"H al " o f t Ill' n ~w colonial !!O\...ulI III'nt ;IIlIlullt- d IIH' 1<H'a l n, fl'r!'nd.ml
'l.~I"tt' 1fil e U. II , 27 I, V nd" r til(' 10\-;11 cha r ter till' 1(" 'lI' ,al 1/:0 ' -1" lIlllC' ll l l,..r " lIlt·
·'In;.']h . and ", 'ry ,oon ,f. fuel", lh., ~lJ J"""I<' l",,;;,1;<1 ;"" "',,"I~l h ly "ud tIll" !'il(lLh
10 lora l r,;o,·,'rnrnnll wh i,·h th, ' 10w "s I'~I ' r r i M' d ,,,'n' dniv",J wh oU,· fro m it.
xo f" ' lh' :r rhart.-rs Wt',." i"",'d t" Il ll' to " ll' dL ll'ill1( Ill!" ("ulo lli,,1 p",i-ud, ,\ 11 of
dlt' ~OVI'IIlIlI<'nt.,1 ,;.~ h l' W" t'<' ltl'Mlt...J lu d Ll'1lI in ll Ll" forn, "I "'p,ll'"tl' , Idlllll"

wer e ext ern a l if seldom u-cd ch cc ks. an d the cha rte r's pro viso th at
rolonial statun-s lx- not "repuenant" to th e law... of Engla nd was
another legal r-urb. The 1110...1 pow erful barrier- 10 legisla ti\-e omnipo­
rent-e, however. we-rt'Lhr- Ircemcn th em s(·]",', . The fn'q ul'I1('y of r-k-r­
ti"I1", ut k a"t -cminnnuallv for dcpurie, a nd a nnually for tnt' go\Tf11 0[,
dt'pUl y governor. and as."i"tanh, kept the ;\s"I'mhly. and ('speciall y t he
1,,\\1'1' house, rl os,' to the th inking a nd desire " of the electorate.

In a const it ut iona l surn 'y suc h a... this . the mani fold functions of
th e L('.c; i "lallln~ ca n not he enumerated . but certa in procedural a nd
<tructurul irmovationv mu-t he mentioned. :\ mo ng t l1('s(' wen' t he
r-stablis hmcut o r a Gellt'ral Council and till' adoption of a hir-anu-ral
svstcm.

Soon after the n-o-ption of rh c charter. the gOHrnor. dr-pu tv
go\Tf11 0 r, and assistant-, ('om hint'd to form an exe cut ive body known
a" the (;I'n('l"al Coun cil. Tbe on lv n-Iercnrc ill the charter 10 suc h all
agellc~ was the a ut ho rizat ion for the gO\Trllor . or dep ut y ,L:"0H' rTlIlr,
and a majority o r a'<'<i"tanb 10 provide for the defense o f the colon y
\\ he ll th e As.sl'1l1bl y wa '" no t in sc-sion . The cha rte r dl' l's not elT1pl l J~

thr term "r-uunr- il" in referrin g to tht''«' o fficia lx. The counci l device
l1l a ~ han' com e into IN' IWCatN' th e cha rter modeled the gm TrnllH"llt
o f Rhode Island a fter that of a trading cor ll pan~ or co rpo ra tion ,
\\ h"se I'XlTutin' hod y was a council. :\1;t'<'<ilchuscIIS pra ct ice ma y a].;o
havr -ervcd a" a precedent. For \\ h.ncvcr rea son , the Genera l Cou nc il
was c reau-d to "ulwn i"e cl)l() n~ affairs. when the :\ss('mhly was not
sitti ng, Its dl' cisions \\('IT u-uall y of an interim nature a nd Ihe y well'

).,I ml "f ,w'h ""lUll" "TI(' pn lll i" in ' and ",~tlI 10 havr I".,'n l'na"l..d Ci t II" ,
''''1 Lu',1 uf til<' 10 wn , h OlI a 'lJ ffici~ o lly I"r l(" IlLUllh", W" r!' lII"ndalOly amI ,'v i_
d ,'nn'd dw fu ll ' O""f,', «nl\- of a l'~n lral !!On 'rlIIIU'I1I." Slok,'" "p, 6t .. I'p. h:! -6 :,
' I·lw ' I' H'Slio n "f ho rnl' l'ulo' i, nol ll'..an-d in lh i, , cudy ; il d Ol-' nOll,..co'1I1 ' a rnajol
,d"lm i" ,"' "mil ti ll' 1"11' ni lw!<','nt h C"' IlI"l')', C f. ,-\ma,a M , Ea lon, C,,~.<lilll/;"'"

.\f,,~j,,!! in R h ol/; f.,I/1 n d ( i' ro v id ..nn', 18~:11. [J[J, 3 4-67, Eat o u "a, a p;on""f in
th.. hUll II" rllk rlIOVl'llll'nl , lI is statcment tha t tIl(' C ha rt l"T of l !ih :1 "UI'ld.. ,w
dl"nl,(I" it> th,.. relation of thr tn wns to the n,lony··' (lb;d .. p , 64 1 d Ol" not accord
Wil h la w nor ,'xlH'ri"n1-"', hu t Jl<,i lh ..r tlid 111I' char ter mal" th,' lown' lI)1'n' "('I('a­
tur "," uf IIw ,tal ,' and d"lIy I h~1l1 "Ily i" lll'rl'n t ri ~ h l "f 101"'11 ",If I.;:o,-,'rlllll"ni a '
II II' Kho([,' 1<latl d SlIl',,' nw COllrt 'l"..,lionahh ""...11 ' <1 ill Cily of X ",q iO,1 '-,
!fo rlOlI, 22 R _ 1. I'Hi 11'100 1 anti Cil )' vl l' rot' idn ,, (" " , ,11.",II"n . ,'i2 R _ t 2:lh
1(1):12I . T he unt ,Iudi,'s of tow n ""'-f"rll llH"nt ;n co lonial Rh ode b l,lnd <lfl '
l .o"I I I ~ ', loc, ril"I'I' _I,'l-127: SlOk,.." op, (;1,. 1'1', 1- 1:30, "nd \ \ ' illia nr E, Fo , t....
" Tuwn COV"I IW,,'n! ill Rhud" "I .",d ,'" in T h" 1" I(1H /f " pAi" , L'"i, ·~"it J SI,,,lu ,
m P" li l ;cdl ",,,I S o,.i,,1 Sciola ( Ba lzimo f<', t llllh \ , 1\ ' , til)-IIH_
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«In-n labeled t ("lnporar~ ami subjec t to con firm a tion or rt'jed ion at
lilt' ne-x t -.('"iol\ lIf th(" fllll .\ ......-mbb."

T he .... -cond maj or 't ruflu ra l change in the le~i,lat in' hram h
rx r-urn-d in 1fl! I/;. In t hal ~('a r t he ....·nh of bicam crali-m impla nn'd in
the tol"I1\ ', ha-n- 1;1\\ n-arhcd mat ur irv w irh the formal 'talutor\
divi-inu of th(" Gnlt' rill .-h ....-mhlv into an up per hou-c , ornIXN'd of th;'
ten a"i,tant ..ek-ctedon an ilt-Iar/.:t· ba ..i, and a lower hon-e ('fm"i' linc:
(If deputil" r-lcct rd [nun the towns accordi ng to the ng:id six. four , {\\o
ra t io t" lahl i, lwd h~ t he r hartcr.?"

.\ I1 I1II\('r importa nt a'lx'f! IIf t ill' t'olnlly'~ govcm mcn tal machincrv
wa-, her judicial ,\,klll . The ch arter h~ i l~ general chare- to t ill'
1.cJ::" i, la turt· "10 a ppoint, order and di n'( t , e rect and ~·ttk. suo h plan',
and rourt-, IIf juri.... lin ioll. for the hearine and de-terrn in ing IIf ;1 11
anion', 'a....·". ma ucr-, and I hin~ . .. a" thcv -h all think fit" did not

fundame-nta llv al te-rt he judie ia l -r ruc lure of 164 7. ' )'he General Court
flf Trial \ \ ;l' n-iairu-d. an d in I f)/l-} the :h-.elllhh ordered tha t it,
....·" ioll, be held ....-miann ua llj with the gfl\'cmnr or dt'put y ~on·rnor .

and OI l lea,t <ix ""i't;lIlt' pn --idine. St'\,c ral infe rior rou rt-, wen- from
tinw til t illl(' t'[t";lll·d .

Ik ra l.....· thl' kc:i"l;l1i\C' ;lIlll jud it-i<t l funn ion, \\l· rt· ('olllhilll·d ill t hl'
·,anw hod~ of 1111"1\. na l1ld~. Ihe _gO\l' rJlOr. l!t'"put~ .c:on Tllor. allt l
a", i,t an l'. tht' ( ;(·IItTal .\ ' .....· lI1 hl~ oftt'll ('xert i-.ed fun nion" \\h it h art·
nn w ("flll,idnl'd !Ill" (·xcl..,i\ 1' dOIll<tin of the ju d icia l br am h of g"O\'t'rIl­
1111"111. For l·xampk. il Iwanl allt l nftt' ll ren ' f"l'd <\ ppt'<\ I" and pt'li linn"

:·'·I.owl hn. I"c.. (;1.• p . i.
'"'II I CU . I II . :1 1:1. " o r , · .u l ~ a w 'm l'hat hi~am.ralism s,',' I(lCR . II . 12-l. lSi.

till . U" rin ll" , h,' ..ill"ht ....n th ....nlu r} th••• W,·.. · two ,i .mi h""nl irnll"uLoriti,'< in
Ih. ' d,·siltn. oc i"" ". ,..I,·n;oo ..f ,,,, i, ta" t,. I " 1722 ,,1,,"0 " ing. town wa, d i, 'id ,-<!
illlo ;>;'>rth Ki" lt".t n.." n a"d S"ulh Ki" O{ " own. ra;';"O{ thl" ""mo.·r of mu .. irip"li .
,i", , .. !l-n. II,," 'WO 'l<"W t(Jwn. w,·.. · 'lU,,, ,, ,,t,'.d b\ Slal u' " ,hal th,', , hou ld h,,,',·
01,.. a"i",I!I! """h, /l /CR. I V. :116. T hi! I" iv ih-g ~ Ilf'c"nu' ;nc n'",i ",!,h un"'ir '"
mon° tow". wn,· "1<.,, \,.<1 . :\ \.0 . wh, 'u .1 n a"i" ant's [>Osition W:H unfil h-<l . II,..
(;,· ,,,·.,,1 .\",·uohl .. on,..i"",dl~' d,.,- ,,.d a ",:m , ,, fill,h .. v" ca ""y Th i, pr iln in ' " ""
a", hori"'d hy a ! htd . ta tu ,," (I{/ CU . II . fn·R'I \. How,·w , . II ". l'ha!' l"r sli p,, ·
blo'd ,ha l ,',,,·an,'i... ill ,Il<" ' Mlh nf ,1)(" ,,,';, ,,, n" I,.. lil1<-<1 ],y tl". I(,wnnor. d"JlLln
<:OSTl'lIOr. ""i' ta llt. ""rI cn"' I"' '')' IUICU . II . II ) ;'nd lhi, pn ,,,i<ion ",,,,10- .., '"
10-"" 'l LlO"<Iio l\"l.lo- tlH' d "n i"n o ( ,,,.i, l,,n" rx d", iv..l" by ,IH' :\ ,w ' nhl ~ "1<'1, '"
'I(nHI~U Oil " "11",,0 '" o...::"i"m. t.,l!. • /l IC R . III . 5 2j · 2-l. \ ' . 65_ I n 17:111 til<'
1.'·l<: i, I" , ,, ,, d!Ttnl " d" I" II" I(O" " !,"'" 10 fill :l ":lca ne< c:ll1 ,, ·d h, 11". d"" lh "I
•1Il illn " "I ...", _ fl U:I( . 1\ ' , _H 'i,

f l UlI 1 tlu- j lld ~lI Wl1l of III<" (;<'IlO' ra l ( :"1 111 " f T rial, . am! ..lmu-t 0111\ '

pan of the iudicia l pn>t('" wa-, "1"'11 t" it.. in-pcction and pt'l",ihk
t'orrn lioll. The na t ure of it, involvement ill j ll(li,-ial a tlnir-, a ppeared
to L,.rd Bt'lI, '111011 1 and 111.. 11\ " IN T\Tr'" , illn' I to han' lx-eu a u"lIr p"­
lio n of po\\n not ju- tifird h~ tilt" \-h" r1 t·r."1

To trao- in det ail t ill' rmu ple-x a nd -omctinu- , in....-rutable evolu tion
of Rhodr- leland ", I"I ,lnnial court -v-u-m wou ld req uire a leu et hv
vnlume-. l'erhap- ir \ \01' th i, ' ·"Ill pkxil~ \\ hi, h prom pted J ohn R u-e-ell
Hank-n 10 r-xclude mo-t IIf Ihe cuurt prot cTliing" from hi" publi-hcd
R eco rd s IIf the Colon~ of Rh odc' 1 ,la lld . "~ In th e ("flmp.l'" of thi..
,t lld~ nlll~ the -truct ural landma rk.. nf tha t dt-ve-k.pme nt ran be men­
tinned. O f primary importauo- in thi-, re"pt·, t wa' the rea rran gement
IIf th t' court -v-tcm in 1 72~1. throug h the u .....· of th ree roumic......

:'\('\\ port . Providence. and King', ) a unit- uf judki,11 ad mini-rra-
ti(]n . ~Ll The 10\\c" 1 tr ib unal in thi" fOIlIlI\-IM....-d -rru, ture wac the
kx-al court r.f t ill' j ll,tin' o f the pt·M(·. Thi-, "g('T\("~. which wac in
ouuinuoue ....-c-ion. had or igina l juri-dicrion in minor matte r- and
bound mer morv ....·rioll' (,fTc,lltkr'" In the highl'r rourt hayin~ juri,­
din ion. O n Ih(' nl'xt Il·\ ,d \\t"re· !tll' Court.. of G l'nt'ral Sc'",ion" of tht"
Pea tT and till' Court... of COlllllllln 1)lt·a". T ht' f" rlllt'r . (·' ta hli,hed ill
l';reh nUllity. \\ c'rt' \ omlll< tn l h\ all th,' ItNal jU'lit ("; of t ill' pt'an' or
a ll~ fin' I,f th(·Ill. and \\ ,'rc' l'm lll,\\ c'n'd ltl t r~ <t Il , rim inal ' ;r.....". , apil..1
, 'rillle" ('xn ·plt'd . ·I·h,·ir ...."it,..... \\l' n' "nnia nnual and thl·ir dt'('i"illll'
,fluId lit- aplxakd 10 Ihc' hit:III·..t ("our l. Thn iu turn (·xt'f(,i.......d
:lppd lat t" jur i..;{l in illu lI\'t'r a ll p''' I1 ~ " lft'TN '" tl ric: iTl a ll~ tria blc' b~ ..
j ll"t in' of the ill·an'.

' I'he COll rl ~ of ( :" Ill Ill ' 1!1 Pit-a" \\l' n ' , i\-il ("('li n" n,ndll("Wd h~

.. j lldi l'illu..·· P"NlIl" , ho....·1\ Ii ~ tht' '\"t'mhly frolll Iht' ir n '''pefl in '
l llu nlic·... T h.·,, · apl11,illlc'.·, . 1I 1N 1ll tllt" ir .... ·I.·f1inll. \HTt' l"l t' \';\ln ! 10 a
jU' lin,..hip flf tlU' pt·an ·. T h,' jur i,ditti"l\ of t tU',,· n lllrt". whit 'h W ;l"

hol ll or igina l and apI,,·lIal.·. t·xlt·lldn! to lilt' t rial or fU'a rh all ri\-il

'Lltlo-]]O,,,O,,r". " R"I''''' : ' IIICII . Ill. :I/\ti
' L~ .\ "onl par i"'l1 01 ll.u l!.·, l", ,e" 1",l>li, I" 'd \'o l""w' "i tlo tI ... lll:l"",ni pt n 'cnod,

ill Ih, · R hod ,· h l 'lI\ u St 'lI< ' .h ..h i" ,.. 1'<""''''], """" ., ,,,, , nn d" ;",,, o f ,'oul'! l' m ...·,·d­
i,,'l:' , ("' I" "' i" lI~ lho,, ' of ,Il<" , ·i ~ I " ",·u 'h ,·,·u tu r}..\ nllml ...r 0 / I) " ,,, · " "-"1'<.1 , 10 :", ..

1>.... " ",1>"·4"..nlh Iw llli, lwd. huwn -,·r. { :f. L lndl .i" c. (;/ .. I X. li5·I'l ;. fo r a '·0"·
""";",, , li" illO{.

"'Ili IC /? I\' . -l27·211 ' ['1,,' uri~in,, 1 ,."unli ,·,. I' ro\'i,j,-" co ' and :"O ,·wl't" l . " T rI '

""';'Io'd in t711:\ :lnd h.ul juJi,'i.,1 /"".-liO"'W;lhi" , Il<' "Id . ....1..," , fl I CR. l l L ~77 .
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a,ti"ns a ri"illt:" in till' ("llUl ltl. Tln-ir IHI"illl'"" 11;1" "" lld lll !l',1 ",' 1111­

a n n llall ~ tourthr-r wit h the Courts of (;t'ntTal Se""i()ns."l
.\ t t he apex of the cOllllty <v - tr-m wa - thr- Supc rior Cour t. lh-ld at

Xt'\\ port. it consi"ted of the .goHTn()r , ck-put y gOITrnllr, and assi-tant ".
T he Supe-ri or Court 1}/ I""e'N'd origina l jurisdiction in ce rtai n m a jnr
ca...'s . hut its prima ry [unction consisted in rn'i,-wing appeals from the
Ikr jsi' lllSI ,f tht- Court-, " f Oc ncrat Session s and tilt' ( :n tl rt ~ " f ( :fIl11 lllfl:1
I' lt · a ~ . l'etition-, from thr- dcr-is iun-, of the Sup'Tior Court . howr-ver .
were often ent ert ained and acted upon b~ the ubiquitous ( ;clH"r;11
.\"-;,,·mhh an d ()Ci'<lsiona lly aplwals from rlu- court's vcrdir-t 'H'l" C'

accepted by tlu- King in Coullcil.' :·-'
I n 17-1- I , a so-ca]led Court of Er]lJity was erected to hear ami

dvn-rrnine all appcal-, in personal actions from the judC;lllt'nts of tlu­
Superior Court . T he act const it ut ing this tr ihunal declared that "the
judgement an d deu-rmination of said court shal l lu- final, sa l ing an
appea l to H is ;"faj("~ty in council in those cases wherein the law hath
already pr ovided." This court was sho rt-lived, however. for in 17..1-:)

it wa~ aholishccl.?'
Anothe-r notr-wnnhv devclnpuu-ut in colonia l ju dicial a dmini-ar-a­

t ion came in Fr-lu-uarv , 17,\fi. when the gOHTlHlr and a"sistan ts we re
rcmnved from the bench of the Super ior Court and replaced hy om­
rhk'f just ice and four a-sociatev, Leg- islatil e influence was not si,!!: llifi­
candy d imin ished bv thi s alt erat ion . howcvr-r, for the Supe-rior COlirt
just ices were 10 lx- appointed annuallv hy tilt' .-\ sscmhly: :7

;\ final important as pect uf colonia l Rh od e ldand's b-gal svstcm
was the process of appeal to the Pri, 'y Cnunt-il. The absence' in till'

"l T h" ...· wa.' l'ons jd",ahlp o\'nlappit(~ " f 1"'''0''''' '1 in Ihe 1,,1"'"' ,",w,ts. Ft"
, ' ~atllJll ,·. tl ... j"d~,'s of l h,' Couns of Common I'lpa , p"",i dnl in j " ' l i", ' uf tl,,·
p,."" . CUllllS fo r niminal r-a....' a",) in C " n",," S,'ssion, of tIlt" I',' a u ' C o u,ls a,
wi'll as in 11". Courl' of C"mlllon PI..as. S,·.' Ill.. dial(""''' "f Rh ock I ,b " " r ,
rounly-ha,,'d """n ,}·,t" lll ill Low lhn. loc . ril ., Jlp. 181. I~l::! .

':;' /o' ICII, I\', -t27·28: D i ~ " , of Ii.'/O,I-'I" 188'::10.'> : I.owt l"" , /''''. C1 1.. PI'. tH­
I lJ 2 : Sl i,,,"ss, loc. c;I .. pp, 10:' -0.'>. Th.. f,,1l1il], ' of 11,,· SUI-" ',iur Court wa' II".
S\lp,..i", Coml " f j ud ir a l " "'·. Cou, t o f ..\ " i7" and ( ;'·n....al (; aol Dd i~..n . T h is
nan\<." wa, dlalll!:,·d in 17'18 to th" Supn'lllt" j udi r ia l Cou ,t.

''';lI/(;U. \ ' , 22. If;: ..leri of lhe I' riu)' e"''''c;l. I\" , 10: Il,m ·lt i", ', /"". cit.
p. :'1 27.

t;; Di!!fSI of 17';2 . PI' . 27':10. Sli,,,"ss, 1oc. c ;/ . . PI" 10·1-0'>. " rtS in I-'tariZlg II...
d,",' "f this rha" .-:,· al 17h7 , t n 17·17 Ih ... fO\l, th R hod ,' Isla nd ('o"nly, !h i, lo!.
was IT,·,,t,,,l and it wa, ,'naclt·J tI,al th,- Supnior Court ,110\11<1 I". twld twi ...· a
yf'a r ill ,'wry c""" ly. I lIeU. V, 208. RhoJ ,' " "' od ', fifth and filia l '·UU "l\' . K,., Il,
w,,, j'll 'urp"'"t"d in l r ,n , fU ell . \ ' , :1I11 _IH .

rova l charter of a provi sion for private appeal from the der-ision of
the colony's courts was remedied hy thr- Mother Count ry in 1699
wlu-n all Order in Counci l commanded that suc h appeals he allowed.
T herea fter , Rh ode Isla nd Ix-t-amc tl1l" most prolific SOU flT of appeals
til th e Pr i \' ~ Council not on l~ bernu-e of the low mi nimu m appea lahle
amount rstahlislwd hy the G eneral ..\ ssemhly for civi l anions, hut al -o
I.cTa uSl· of the "liriziousncss of the inhabitan t-.' an d the a ppa rent
dd iriell(·it·s in the qu ality and ,-a pacit~ of the colony's courts."

Ah huuuh Rh ode Island was a fru itful sou rce of ap peals.'" its a tt i­
tude toward the Orders ill Council issued pursllant 10 th ose a ppea ls
was often defia nt. I n fan , the an ion of Rh ode Island's Superior Cou rt
in the draw n-out appeal ( l i 56-17i 4) of Frcebodv z-. Brenton was
"probablv tilt' mo-t notable exa mple of colonia l judici a l rcrak-i­
trance." During thi s IOllg ,'ontro\,r rsy arising' out of a mortgage ca lise.
th e colonia l court evaded the diret'ti \'l's of a l 7l-;q Order in Counc-il
for ncarlv fin' years lx-Iure rcluctarulv rapitul.uing.":

The developmen t of execut ive pow er under the C harter of J(il; :~

was compa ra ble III the growth of jud icia l au tonomy - both we n­
rcpn-va-d hy the powerful kgj"la ti\'l~ hranch. Apart from making- th e
gmtTTlor tln- pre siding offirer of the General ..\ s.sl"lllbly and gran ting
him the right to CO Tl H'Tlt' -pccial sessions of that body. th e charter
conferre d no exclusive powers of signi ficance upon the gO\Trrwr. He
was linlc more than tln- r-xerutivr- agent of the '-\"st"mhly.

"lln- most important effort by a colo nia l gO\T rno r of Rhode Isla nd
tn e--t a hlis h an n:cntlin' prerogat in' at the ."\",,( · Ill b l ~ · s expt·n...· m et
with rejection. This rebuff came in 1732 when Covernor Josep h
j.·llrkn r-ndcavon-d to assert the pow er to veto arts of the legislat ure .
..\ p;l]}('r IllflliCy erni-e-ion enact ed by the Gene ral :\ "-Sl' mhly in I i31
Ilwt with Jenckes'" a ttem pted vr-to thcrr-bv pr('(" ipitat ing' a major

':-Smi lh . up. ..i l. . PI), 140-'.2, 2oth-IR, ~nO - 7 1 , hS'! : Ha rol d J) Ha z,.]l i",·,
", \ p l-','a l< from C olo oia l Cou ns to Ih,' Ki ng in Coun,il. Wilh Especial R.,ft-rt' IH" '·
10 R hod ,' Is la nd ," A" " "a lll f por l of 11<, Amo;ean H ;s!" r;, ol A.I.«I,.- i" I;O" for Ih,
}",,,, /894 . pp. 2~I'j-:i50.

li"Two dos,' s lud~nts o f tllt" appellate pro...'" 1",, '1' Hneo\"',,,,l "";<fly 70 aptlO'al ,
fro", R huJ ,' I, b nd 10 lh.. K i n .~ ill COlll",il. T Ilt' '''.· ma y ha,,, I..., 'n ,,,,,,,, apIll':!!>
,h"1 ,,"T<' n" t r< '('ordf'd , Il a , d l i" ,', '''e. ,;1., p . :1 :17: Low ll ", r , I"e. e il .. 1'. lilli ,
t .o wlh ,·r Ji,rtl\'"rnl nint· al-'1',·"ls lu Ih" Pr i\'} C o unc il Juring lil t· p,.,.iod 172.)· :1,'>
of whid, Ha / " lt i,... wa s ""awan·. 1I0w."vrr . !. owl l,..r ....rolh·o"s ly sl'""s tha t t hl"
'0".1 ",,,"Io,·, lOr "1'1,,-.01. 1'0'" I.o" " k t, l.md ,'0"' [, I" II,,· K jll); ill ( :" ,,, ... iI w."
""all "hen '''I"all~ it was higher lh,,,, in an} "tlw, cu lon y.

;"S",ilh, op . c;l .. PI'. :J:l.'l.'11. "un t"ins" de ta ilpd <1i"'o<,;on of thc' ,·a,,, .
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quarn-l ml"r Ihe n ,lon~'" moncrarv pnlir ~ in ~eTHTa l ami ovr-r t hl"
\TI n pnwn of the gun'mnr ill particular. Whel1 the .\ ,,"C·m h h n ' j'T tl'd
tlu- \'('t o , jr-nrkr-c. roccrhcr with thr- I{m :ll Collector o f CU"I Ollh a nd
"C"('llh'('11 merchant-. appealed to tilt" Kin g and the B oard "f Tr;u lt' .
TIle" pct iuon-, were referred ttl tfu- .\Ilorn("~ Ocncral ;11)(1 S"li, ilur
(;('IIC'r;,1 '" ho delivered thi" unusual (kfi"ion :

In lhi, charter. no II.-,::al i\"l ' Hl il<' i, i!in'n 10 the (:" ' -'-1110". nor
;IIlY IKl\H'r reserved tn Ill<' elm, n of approving" "r d i"'ll'l'r",'ill)..:
Ilw 1;1\" 10 IK' made in lhi, colonv.... The p"f''' 'l1'"(' of III!" C el\"_
' · I H0 I' . or in hi, ahc-nrr-, of IIII' l it-put\" Go\"ernor. i, nlTI '"al\ to
tilt' Iq:::a l holding of tju- ( ;" lltTa l .\ ' '' ' lllbly : yet . wlu-n IU' i, tlu-rr-.
III" is a p,lrt (If till' , \ " " llIh ly. and included by thr- majority : ,Old
n'Il"'II'll'ntly, that ,Ill. l'a""'d hy tilt" Illajol'ity of such '\""llIhly.
;111' va lid in l;lw. lIo!"ith,t,lIlding tln- ( ~O \T rno l'\ " l\lnilig hi,
di' '''n t at till' time- or p,l"ing tlwl'·"r. ... T he (:10\\ 11 hath no
divn-tionnrv 1'1°\\1'1' of n 'lwalinl-: I.I\\S lll,H[,' in rhic prn\in(l ' : hut
tilt' \'alidit~ th.rcof. d"lll'lId, upon tln-ir tint I )(' i ll~ r-ont rurv . hilt
,I' m-ar as IIla~· I)(' . ;lgn'l'; llo lo- to t ilt' law _of E ngla m l. "'I::;lnl l)('il1g
had 10 lilt' nature aud ronvriuuiou of till" place. and till" 1"'opl" ,; 1

Thi-, «pinion a r km ,\\ le'dgc'd not (ln l~ the q ua.si-p;lrl i;lIlwlltan
nOli tin' o f tht" r olo n y' , i!O'l"rIl lllc'nt , it .11"'1rern,gni/l'd tlMt tlH' Rhode
Isla nd (;elll"ral c\'''t'mhl~ wa , amon g: Ihe mO'ot nl"i1rl ~ allloll "IllOU ~

In.:i,,l;lliw horlie" in the' Brili,h Elllpin'. ; ~

. \ final "i~n i fi ':l nt impknwntali"n o f the' c· ha rte r. anti tilt' "Ill'

\\hi.h 1''\.I'r1(,d Ih. ~reatf"'>1 impart on tilt' lIim'tITnth-n'l1lllr~ lll'O\T­

menl fo r ('on'titutional rdorm . 'OIU'TIWt! the r[('<llion o f fn "'IlU'n
antllheir co n"t'q ul'n t pel\\n 10 '0((' , Contra~ In \\idd~ hdd o pi n ion
IIIC' 1M,i. b\\ of Ifl(i3 did !lol n l;lhli,h a '!X'cifir "utI ra !::( ' n ·qllin'lIlcl1l.
It silll pl ~ "lllpe"sT rl"d the Gen('fal .\,,,,'mhl~ 10 ..( hlKl.....·. nominale and
a rl" ,int " Iht' fn't'mc'!l o f the n,lo ny. H O\\( ' , 'e r. hoth Ihl' fr ;II11I"1"' and

nuu:u . 1\' . -l56-ti l : esp. 17:12, # 1'11 : K,.lIo!!!!, lor. r it .. I>, 27.~. I.ow lh n ,
/", (It .. , a lh,.r 'lU<·,ti "nahty mal,·, Ihi, d" ci, ion th ,. foc:a l po i"l for hi, ,·"',,110- ,, ,
' 1" 1.1\ of Rhod,· Island <:o\, ,·n,m,'nt . -[ h,' 1"'1" '1 mOtll"} C"lll t O\" 'B, wMrh h"""
Ih ,' h;"kttr.."nd ror Ihi, d..(·i,ion i, h... t ( " ' ''' '' d in ~ladnnp, . I,,,. . ,·il .. l'p. l'll_
'.!oo. Kh"d, ' Isla nd.. lil..-r.,l dIann tt;,\,c I,n " ....." ("','d"llllO "",il 1"'1"-' ",,,,,,.,,
Ih,,, " ,,.,,rin,, f<or hn ,·,·""or"i,· ;,,1\·""';11('" U\I 'r tH'i<:hl'''rintt ,·"I"n i,·; , I/ml ..
PI> 54 7. 71l.

; ~ I n 1775 II..· .\"('",hh' , nipl)t'd (;",n"", Ju.q,h \Va ,, 'O" "f hi, 1"""'1 'HI (I
" ·f" .,,,1 I" " iv,' him Ih,' u.' l h of , ,110...• I. Ll "" ,·io l.•lin!( th ,. ,·harl,·. ) I"·,·." ,,,' o( II,,·
ttovn".. r·' 1.0, ali5t I ~ a " i " ". , D,, ·]) II...~ d,·,-Iarrd 11<.· ul!ln ' ,·;" ·;tnl ;lIlt! n" u...d
tl... d"i''' l ~ "'OH rnor 10 "" ,~,·d him. I..., ..joy "p, ,it.. PI'. 17'1.1-11 .

nvipieut-, o f till" I h.ut r-r ;lp p,lI(' nt h our-idcred the frail' hi", ' a pnn­
It-ge III lx- e'\.('f. i",'d (ln h 1)\ Ih, ......, \\ hn had bcvn l'I"' \ ;IIt'd to the -ra tu­
of In-eman . and iudrrd. 'u, h \\ ,1' the pr;lClin' in bot h t he tIm 11" ami
ill till' ('(,Iony p rio r In Iii li.l.a Thu-. under the rm ;l! , haru-r In-cm.m­
-hip n-maim-d a pn-n-qui-iu- (or Hlting.;1 and t he n, lon ia l l t'{~i~ Lt t ll n'

in Ili fi4 dcclared " t h,\1 n"I1I' pn"IIIlIl' to HIll', . , h UI curh wh..me this
(;I'l lt'rall .\ ' ...-mblv c· '\. I l1'C·" I~ 11\ their \,ritin t.: , h;11I admin a '
fl'< ·I'nwn.··; "

In I(ili :~, the \ ;,ilill )..: R , , ~ <I I { :, uum i....iunel", inf .nucd Rhodr 1,1;111 <1 ­
IT" that il \\a" " h i, \Iaj, ·'t ~.· , wi ll a nti ph-n-ure -" t hat an oath of
OI l1" gi;l1H" lx- I;lk(,11 h~ ,'\n~ hou-r-holder in till' ( o lon \ and tha t " all
IIU' ll of ("f !ll!J)t'tallh' ('''Iall"s and of civil l nl1l\I""';lti,m, \\ h'l ackuowl­
..d .~(' a nd a re oll\'dia lll" 10 li lt' rivil l l11ag:i,tratc. thoug- h o f dit lc ring
ju dgefllenl", tIIa y II\' ad mi tt ed to he [rr-r-uu-u. and ha ve lilx-r tv 10
( II(H!"-' a nd to 1>1" chosl'n ollin'lS bot h r-ivill and mili ta ry.";" The
' \"' · I l l h l ~ pnllllptl y n'''I~ llull'l l t" t hr- Commi-aiom-r-, ' sugg:e'tion" h~

("nart ing a -taum- \\ hi, h r-nnhlcd tho-e o f · 't om pc·tl'lll e-tate-," to

lx-ronu- [ret-nu-n of tfu- colOll\ after taki ng" a pn-vrib-d oath. T ho....·
not ad mitted to r ..lon ~ In-cm.m-hip could n" t " 0 1\' for "publi.-kr­
.. Hile r," i.('" 1111" Ku\t'Tnor. dc'pllt y go\'('rnor, and ;I""i, ta n h o r dqm­
li(",. nor ('oll id th," hold culo n ia l nllin' thnll",·ht",.H

~lall\ hi'lori;lI\" h ;I\(' faikd to r('ali/l" that a di,tintt illll exi,ted
1""I\H1.'I; fn'(,IlWll (If lilt' 10WI1" a nd frl"c'mcn of Ih(' ('ololl~ _ Ix.·,au.....'

;:t{{IC R, I, 1'.!5, '.!Ii Ed...i" ~I .I " ' · " ...Sutf n...... E" h' n. ion in Rhod .. I, l.' nd
Uo ..." 10 184'.!"· .~ m"i'4" I..,,, U,,·i..,,·. 1'lO8 '. 5-l 1·-lR: St,,!..., 0'. ( il . • pp, '.! fi-tj

; "nilialh- Ih,·r.. " ';l' !I01Il" douh, a< 10 ",h"lhn Ih,' "ro\,,11 i"I ,'nti"n , ,'on-
nrnin ... Ih.. pt"r...". in .. hom ti l!" J'O",.. r ...rnt·dia 1l"I!· 10 ...I..n doth n's l, or rrma~ nr .

..·h,",h~ r in lh ,' " ho i.· 1...><1, of f" ",,, ,,·n . " r in Iheir r"'p"·,,·nl,, li,·.., Ih... G" nnal

.\"'·mhl!·..· TI ,,· do"lo t ,,,t<o of (0.. .....·, 1"<·".I,·,·d in fo ll'or .. f Ih.. I",,, ,,·t. UICU .
II , '.!8,

;'-'UU:U. II , .'i8. TI ll' ""h I imporlant ans n·lali"... 10 f, p"man ,hip and th"
(.. ,,,d,i,.. in II,,· Ix-riod lhh:I·1 775 an' ~ilh~r rq>rud", ...tl 01 TI·lt-rr"d 10 in th ,·
file/{ as f,,!low ,: I I, 211·2'1 ( l hh4 1, 58 1 1 ~ i t i -l 1, 11:1 (1titi~ 'I , 1(>0 I tlifi7 ) ; 1\' .
:I:HI ( I n 1 1, .'i50 ([;:lEi) : V, .~ 7 ( I H '.! j, 7:1 1174:1). 2 1:1 (I i-Ill): V I, 2,'ih-'i;­
( 171;ll). '.!70 (17 6 11, :I:n ( 17h:!) , :l·t:l {l7ti2 1: \' 11, 2-1. 11771>\.

~O:/{/( :R. 1( , 110

;~flICfl . II , Ei. 11:1. TI ...rr i•.,t 1" "<1 om' in<I"''''~ of II\!" "k ", i" n of a ",an to
I" " olfi,~ ,, 110 ...." nut " {"Til""" Rul,..n Curn . a ''' 'n ·f,,·... ,,;''' . w.H (" how n
ru n ,, 'rtt "anl in 17 18. 1" O<'il/"" ,, 1-:". /). R"m "/ ,. XIII , 1 \
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1l1"~ 1 [n-cuu-n had d ll ~ tl ~l;tlu~." T he 10\\11 fnTIll<l1l \\", 1'1l1p,I\\tTn[
10 "oil' for 101'alolTirial, <uch a-, Ihe ruwn council. "lTg-cant. con, ta hk.
and Irc';t'urn. The 'lIfTra t:c' ,lailltc' /If Ifill.', wirhhcld [nrm him IIH'
riuht 10 ....-h-e t tllC' dr-putir-, from hi, town In the colonial .\ ' .... -mblv.
Thi" rt"lrietioll wa- not pl:nnanc'ntly remO\cd until 1723. '" In ;uldi­
lion , a man wh o wa " nu-nlv a town freem a n could 110t votr- for
t.:c'IltTaJ 1I11in'l"'< /If the cololl\ ..\ n an of I It-iO clearlv -tated thai ' 11< h
\'l ,lt" \\nc' invalid and "<halll»- rejccn-d and thrown 0111."""

.\rf flrdi llt: Inlhl' vtnt ute of lfifi;l;1 pC:""1Il became a fn'I'I1Mn of Ihl'
col"l1\ r-itln-r 11\ direct application In the . \~"t'mhl y /II' throuc:h I)('int.:
pmpo.....d h~ IllI' I h id office-r of rhc tuwn in which hI' live-d. ()(If'n
IhCN:' who p -ritiom-d the .\ "-e·mhh direnh were not town [rrcme-n .

Soml' \\I 'n' inhahiLlIlI" Il( unincorporated tcrritor~ <urh a" the BI'l( L
l -Jand pl'tiliolwl"'< of Ilifi:>, while .... um- held their land ,·I....-whr-n- in
thr rol"Tl~ than Ihc' lown in which Ihc'~ re--idcd...\ pc·r....-'n \\ho wa-,
nnh a freeman of IllI' l'nlHny wa , prohibited ,,~ statute (rom ' ·(,Iin t.:
for 101'al o lJif ia J..."

In the mmnnl (1I11I'C' o ( c·\'f·nl'. howeve r, Rhode l dander-, !'-I'rurnl
dual Iree-rnanship. TIIl' ~ t:.linnllhe rit:ht of inhahitanc~ and a rquirt'd
a " n ,m l:M'lI'n! c"lalC' '' in the !'I"II \\'Iwre Ihey had fhn....·u to rt'"id, ' ;
1I}I'll tll(' ~ applic'd Mid W('fe admilled In to\\'n freeman'hip h\ thc'ir
fdln\\' [11\\ INm'n o( Iha! '!;llu". and final!\- their lIal1l,'" \H'n ' Prol:Ml'>(·t!
o r "pml:M )tlIulnl" 10 till' (;t',wra[ .'\"",,'mhly fo r ad mitlancf' a.. fn'l'll1l'lI
of 11](' (·lIlony hy Ihl' to\\lI\ l h il'( o lTil'n or t h.· town cler L. \\' hc'lI .,
tlm n fn·t'lIli1ll \\';1' prnl:Ml'>('d (0 Ihe .·\ ' .....·mbly in t hi" ma lilw r. hi,
auc·pta nCt· a, ;1 fnTlII;lfI of till' fl,lon~ Wa" Il,ua lly 'h,ur('d . ()!lll'
apprnn'd. hi, na lll(' \\;1" 1'l}(I'n'd inlo th .. ft'conl" o( Ih,· ("olollv.'~

In 172:1 a ,tal II II' W3' p,I""('d h~ ! h c~ n,louial '-"'-'<'Inbly whirh "..IIIH"
fir' t spl.Tifil· landnl ft'qu in'l1lc'nl for 10\\11 frl.'clTlan~ hi p an d. "illl l'
Ih;ll ,Ialtl' wa, Ihl' u,ual and n('a rly automatic prelude 10 (o["lli;,1

,"1 I... nOlal,h- ,·"",·plion. an ' 1.""'11"', ,10". cil .. pp. 12-'H ; ;\ II ~ 'n E. :\h Ki"J,. \ .
"l'h .. S"U,n.c,. "-"'"fhi".;" Ih,. Thi,'"" f:" cl;,h C"lo,,;,., i" A",,.,;,·,, , l' lo il.,d..\_
1,!I;a, 1'105\ , ell"I"'" X IV ; ami 110",a ,d K . Slo","S. np. cil .. pl'. ~h _ '\'l

'''NfUI. [I , Ill : [ \ ' . :1:18,
'''NlCN. \' 1. 2.17,

' 1It I CU. II , 51. 'i1J . 11:1, H 7 : IJi C" ,1 ,,/ 17,10, II, 2, ·I h i, di~ ...., w,,, I"illkd ito
:\""'1'01' hy J an .... F. :lII11i" .

'~Sw~"" ap. ( il.. pl', 2.1· 21> a " d 1,,"'lll<"r, loe. f;t., Pl'. 12· ·I·l" ·ollt.,i,, a" i" l,.]·
li~""l tInn i!,lio" of II", f" ·,'r"",,,hi l' pro,.,' "

Iro-manship.fhc aft i~ worlh\ «f citat ion . Thi- ];1\\ <ripul.ucd that til
attain Irecman-hip a I)(·r....-m 1ll11~1 II(' a " free ho lder of lands. n-m-,
men!". or hr-rcditunu-n t-, in curh tCI"'11 whnf.· IIf.' shall hi· admit led frrc.
of the value lIf 0111' hundred pounds. or In the "ren tal] value of Iortv
,hilling'" per annum. or rhe dde't .... m of suc h a (n:Tholder.'·~~

In 17:!~1 the real estate requirement was im rea .....-d to C~OO. in 17,lIi
the valuation wa- rni-cd 10 t ·wn. hilt h~ 1760 it had la-cn reduced to
C40 ( C(I . SLH.rKl ). The....· dra~l il· and erratic changl'" wr-re m ore the
n-cult of inflarionarv and ddlationary trend" than rhe 'Irin.c:,·nfy or
fit klene..." I)f the (;1'1U'ral .\~",, ·m hh .,t

The ch:m t:t" in land valuat ion requirement- wen- often accom­
panicd by provi-ion- de...i"'lll'd to eliminate fraud and election ahu.....".
since man~ people co nt inued to n llt· after thcv had di-po-e-d of the
propeny upon whir h th r-~ had bee-n admitted. k-.ci-dation of the 1740's
wa" enacted 10 ~pecifica ll~ hall Ihi" practice.....

The final reform and revision o( the colonial framhi ..... law-, in 1 76~

attacked ruhcr irrq:-lIlaritin h~ tknyil1l: the n llc' to tho-e who (l\' ned
nnl~ hon-e or tencnu-nt-. hUI 1101 1111' titlc' in Ice simple to the land
upon \\hi{"h Ihe 'lrul tun'" ,loud. It al .... , lit'nied the franc hi....· in tht'
ridl! of;1 \\ife '" do"t'r." ;

' ,'Dic.'" of 17:m . p. l :.I t B....a" h.. arl o f l i2.l ",a. th.. fir" .-olon;al " .. tul..
10 conn,'CI j paifto.I1)" 1.1nd a nd rr ma nsh;p , m..n ' Ilhod.. I. [and hi.lorian. ha" "
in lrr ,,'d that lo,",'n ir ..,.nl<"n w"r" nOI r..."uin·d co hold I;Uld bd ort' lhal l in.... Th i.
i, a lal 5(' itn pr... , ;on . Howard SIO~'" " ltn a lhoroutt'h ..-an h throuo:h th .. Pro,·j­
d.·"c,· ,o,",n pap'·r . a"",I' Ihal " T h.· t..("<I.d. 01 I-' ro, ·id,·n,·.. ,'onldi n many in·
" 'm.·... of Ih.. nan,... of 1"' .tt' .. landh"ld..u ", ho "',·n· nOI fl"f'em ..n : Ih..,· contain
lIIan~' r,.{..... nc..~ 10 Ih.· admi. ,jun of h ....m..n who wrr.. fr', hold hut so fa, a,
I ~ no ,", nOI an ill, la nl'!' of .1... ddm;..ioll " I a I.",dl,·o. 1lI;1O 10 Ih i'!"hls uf fran·
,·hi"'·... Swkt·•. 01'. f;' .. p . :H.

"/)j~n l ,,/ I7Jn, p. 20": Diu, ., 0/ /75:!. 1'1'.12·10 ; H/C/{ , \'1. 2.'17. S.... :\I.IC­
I""",. /'U. fi t ., PI' ..'H2·7 0, for Itl<" fi"and,,1 HUl'IIIatio", . TtL., tc200 r~quiT("nw"l

iml'm ,·d in 172'l w,,, ,li!lhll) r~,trini\',· ill iI, iut'·111 a"tI dT..('( hrcau,.. ch.. inH".
liun of Ih .. lal'· 1720'~ ",·,ur'lIll, ·d MI inn..",,· hilI no' a ,j"uhlinl{ of lh., fr",."lu.lt!
rr'l"iu·nwn!. Lo ,, [h,' r ; la€, (ir .. I'll. 2fj· Tl : ll uwMd K. Stok... , "Public a nd
Pri,·"t, · I' ;nan« ·... in Fi"It.I. " I'. ,il ,. III , 2lll·20'1.

"' Di!,(" ,,/ /7-11. PI' . 2'i:.!· .i:l (. \ l\ "f 17-12 1. /Ji~n t " f /7:i"!. PI" 12·]li (. \ , '
of I HI; 1.

' ''S ,·h,·d" l.... (.\ ('1 , and R,·" ,l" ... 1 ,,/111, /:,·",·"d . I, ,,'mill)' / '" Iii,' J·'"1 /7/,:! .
J' . 1"2 . V i!" ', r ,,/ / 7/j 7. pp . i8·8'I. .\Ilhnul{h II,.. d"lIln ''''lui,,,<1 Ih;l! Ih.. 1ol:"1ll',,,1
ulfK"'s 1)(" " "" ", Iy ("hl."' ·1\ for tt.... \"'ar ""'f",inl[, 11) ."..1, !lH''ll.·[ J-'"rt uf th~ 5;\\d
( :Olfll' '' '' } "" ,h"lllw,' Iii.." "nd ,Iwn' 1"""'111 [at ;';"""1'011]"' (RI C H, II. 11 ),
,I,.. (;,·"",,,1 '\ ' '' ' [IIb l ~ igIlOl..t1 Ih i. f>lo\'i,i"" 1"",1" " , p( Ih.. dith,."hi ... ;n"oh·..d
in I",,· ..ling to :-':"""pU,1 and ]);<" .. d ;," ,,..1 ill lhhl .111,,,,·i,,101 P'O'" \,olillg for
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'1'111' In-s-hold rcq uin-ment-, and ..ufTrat:e -tipul.uion-, whic h \\tTl'
r-uact ed h~ the Iq~i ,lal llrc' " f colonial Rhode Island could ('au'o,(' t ill'
uncritical read er to ""';Imw that thl' Iranchi-c \\a.; a privilce- l'n jo \ n l
I" a 'o,('kn minoritv. SIK h a ll infr-retu r- would he crruncou-. The n-a]

n titt<· n-q uirr-mr-nt for Ireemnn..h ip wa.. not a nu-avur r- of ll ppn'....ion
or re"lri(,tion in a rural. a.t:rarian 'o,(l(in~ like colonial Rhode I-l.m d
\\ lu-re land tenure wa" widel y di -p-r-ed. The "uff ra1::(' ..tat utr of I i·Hi
de clared that the manner of admininc freemen Wit .; " lax:' a nd th e
rrnl o.tarc qualifica t ion wa-, "n' r~ 10\\ .....r Authorit .uivc- ..rudcnt.. o (
Rlnxh- ldand's colonia l hi..t"fy r-..tima n- that 7:1 pa (I 'llt fI ( th l'
(ololl~ \ whitr- adult m a lt' populat ion \\ITC' abh- tn 1111'rt till' "pc'r ifie
fro-hold requirement.. from thr rime of the-ir imp«..itio n ill 17:!.l to
t ill' ourhn-ak of t hr " 'ar (or Imh-pemh-nre.:"

C k a rly there wa .; no pTOpnt~k .... and di.;fralld li"I'd lll a jo r il ~ III

t'ighln'lllh-,('lIIlJfy Rhode lelan d . 7\(1[' did Iq~ i ..l.u ive "1'[l0rtiollllWllt
fa\"llr tilt' an-as along: t he ",-·al'oa..t at the ('XIWIN' of th e mun- r('("nltl~

-ct th-d in land ag r icultura l a n-as. III I77·t, tht ' five la nd-lot ked \\ rvn-rn
In \\ II " or Glofl'.;t('f. Sc itua n-. ( :O\TlIt ry, Exete-r, a nd Hopkin ton \\ ith
;1 l om lJiTwd po pula lion of 1·1.00 .-1 , logl'lht'f .",-·TH tell dqJIII it-.. to t hl'

0:"0" ',,] "ffiCl·n. tU e U , II , :1'1. 141, 1>2. SUi'll ,I protTdur.. h"d h..•." ill n i. I... ,n '
....d ..r Ih, ' l ' n ion o( 1647, Ibid .. II , 11",217 . In 1,60 pru,,' '0(;"0:, tI,... , 'I"ilt'
.--Olnmon. " a. m"d.. nLand<tt< ,r}' (or "II IIon.;,;, ·"port ... n ,,·ho ...·.·n· nol Ill.. ml"·,,
of Ih .. (;"""''11 .\ ....tnlol~ ht-CIU.,. or Ih.. ,,,,·..lIi,,,,, whi.-h or.."rrrd ill ;';""1"''' ,"
1·1'·' ·li"" limr "wino:; 10 (h.. inllu" or fr ....mrn rrom d".·...-h..... ;n Ih. · '1 ;0(" , S"fh
,,,,,'r!; t .. a. lOIoid al ... , ... "h,..j "in a ~'.-r ~ I(,,'a l 10" of P"oplrs' lim.." <I ur ;no:; Ih.
I'\'.nl;nl( ... a<o" . t bid.. \"1, 251>. In ,h.. polili.-al jaf\l:'"n of R hod .. !<la ndn , a pro"
0' p'o", "'-'1' a part'· (if"'" on ...·hil ·h t"ilOdidal". lor l(t"nnal .. fti. ·.....·" r.. I;, h·d ,
Th.. rr.... I1\ .... of ,h.. ..,,10m ' u,, -d Ih.......Iip.... hallot, and, aft ... r ,il(ninl( th .. '''''' 'r,,'
.it!, ·. ' ", nr d Ih"m in 10 th .. mod",a"'r 'I I Ihr ir lown ",,,"'Iin\f' on Ih.. Iltil d
\\",·d" ...d ,,,' ;n .\pril. .\ h r r ht-inll' n·l!i, t..,l'd h, ,I,.. 1O...·n d.'r" lit.· pr ... ;'" ",;,."
(or....,d"d 10 Xr",'pu, 1 ...·h..rr Ihq "'1'1<' d,,·.-l, ·d and ,-o"" ,.·d . TI ,.. '·;I\ldi da ,.·,
wilh Ih. ' h il(h,'" \,01 ... (or I]".;r H" I,,'ni,'" U!li'T' " " ' H' dn 'lar..d ..k rt,·d :11 ,II\'
l-wo:; innintl of tI", ~b,' ,,.,,ion .. r th .. ( ;'-("' 1' ,,1 ' \',,·m!>l\' . 5"1' lI o-, ;ord ~ l Ch:'J,i n.
" Eillhl,..."lh ( ;"II!" r~ R hOlh- h land Prin lr·d Pro" i,·.•:· ·l'h~ .~",nir"" (.',,1/"" 0.,
1 11"2 5 ), 54. ,'1 4.

" /)il"II,,( 1752,p.12 .

" ],.. ,.,'jo-', of!. ril., PI'. 1:l·III, Il,,,k.', hi, "' l ima lt' fo, tl l>' p" ri,,01 171.11·177 h:
l."wlhn , I ,, ~ . ,'il" pp. 24· 4{1. fm II", p,·,iml np to l i ,'I ·l In 1'"umu-lri ,,J ~' ·"""I ."rt

tl,.. p",,""n l'''H' uf (,I"l'man to whi t,· "d LlI , ",a]", w" s do,,,, to 51l p!'t n'll [ du rinl(
II... " u[il't' "il(h\l"'nlh (""" h"~. "ud ," l' ro,'id" BlT ' Llr ncd i"'· ..."" illl{ h \U n'm·
",."'1'1 ' " t ",id -fr'nt"" it; 1'••1;" 1("O(lu,,][)' ,h-d in...1. I t> [I", utl",r IUw"" :,1 1 1'011,,1
,,,,d "..-ri."II,,,,.I, II", ",Ii" r;ln\f"<! r,om 11U1.. ' I.'; p' " n·"t , [ ," " I], ,., , I,,~ . ~il.,

PI' :17·40.

10\\1'T hou.....·o( t 1\1' ( ;"' 11'1';11 . \ , 1lI hh a" did till' ha \ 1"\' II" Ilf X I'\~ pili t

and Provid en ce w hir h P"......·.; cd a ~omhi ned population o( J:\5:.!9.'"
'1'111" II1Il g prvvak-nt rb.;,.nlllflin interprrtatiou Ilf t he .\ me rica l!
Revulution i-, -harpl-, r-untradir ted h~ Ihr Rhode 1..l.md ('xpnil"nce .'M'

In the evr-, «f rhr- H. \OIl\·" co nservative critic-, the la nd of Rot:1"T
\\" illi a ll1 ~ . cvr-n 011 rhr- (' H' ·nf revolt . wa.; "Jant:I'TO,,, ly democratic. '
Chid j u, t iel' ll,tlIic,l lI o!'mandl'n of X('w York , in ;1 I i7 :\ rq lo lrt to
lilt" Ea rl of Dart mouth during the Gmll•-c iTl\c·,tig-<ttion, d i",-Ia inf ulh
dl"'lTihrd RlllIdl' l-Jand ae a "downright dl'IllOIT;l< \ " "ho...., g()\('nl­

uu-ntal official -, Wt' IT "cntin-l v conirolled by till' popU!a(,I" ." ill
Ik-ra u....· lOf -uc'h "de-mocratic" r-ondit ion-, lin pn ,II' ';h WlTI' m mh­

nor reform uu-a-u n-s attempted, in thr ,L:"ennat ion prior tn th e \\'a r
for Illdepl'm ll'nn '. ind ica t ing t1 issa ri..{act ion with t he su ITrage
n-quirenu-ut v o r with till' cha n er-impo e-d .;~ ..It '11l of kC;i..lativr -

, ..',a P/)( .Tt](1Il rm- II t. .•

Rhode r-lander- t ,( t he Revol ut ionary generalilIII a nd their individ­
uali-ric ror('\x:a f" w!'ft' cver-m ind tul tba t thc'y en jt.~n l uea r-amouomv
within t he Em pire ami broad pow('~ of ....'H-.t:O\Trnn WIlt wi t hin t heir
colonv. Thev we- n- al-o keen lv aware t hat tln-ir ....·H-tktl-rminalion
l\oWt'~1 in Ia ~ge Il\('a.;ure; (Will t he munificl'n t r haftl'r o f Cha rlt-.. II.
Tim.... the\' hilrhofe; tl a pa",.;ionalt' a ttac hm ent (or Ihe dOOllllelll and
ddc·mlt.'d it again.;1 a ll comeT".The\" a llowl'd it to \\('a t hcr t he R('\'o­
l u t illn a~ llphea\·al. a nd rt"tained il'as th e h:l';ic l:\\~' (.f t hl' "Iatr until

·"c, ....., o//A, Idnbitmlts "f t h, Col ..",. "1 Rh "d, 1,1",," II"d P,,,lid,,,u
l'I" " t ,., i..". . 177-1, ,\rr..n\f..d In J ohn R. BU II"n P,,,, id. 'nn , 18';8 ,p. 2Y~

\n ;mpon,m' (..nor ...h;rh miliuI".-t "\1:',,;"'1 m..lapporlionm..nl ...". Ih .. p...iodi,
rrl"al i"n of n..... I.."n' h.· ,,,hdi\'itlin'l: Ih....xi,';nl! on ... Thi. "polil ;r al ("..II.
d i\·i.;on" for ..,I"lkd d; on l(""1 oW'r th .. fi " ..d ."t'·11\ of "pporlio"m.."c

\~ 'Th,' b.,,;(" pr ..mi of , h.. \O<·;o.t"(Conomi.. in ''' I1m'I'' lion o( Ih .. R.n 'oluli.. " ,
, i7. an untl"mo,na lll" .." lon;•• 1 \0<';"'" and ",,,bpportionn..-n( fa\'orinl{ Ih.. '·.Hi.·
100·;" l i.......ahoard I,,"'''', i••"mlll~ri,..d in Rol-w-rt E. Brown, .\/id ,f /, ·C l" "
D"",oolU)' " .. d Ih, If", ,,l ..t;,,,, in .\I"H",h""I'" lIi'1/·1781l ( lt l,ac . , :""" YOlk.
1"551. PI', ,-.ii.

\>1 /{/C /{, \ ''' , 182.6'1. 1" '10- , Or b ndo lI ut rli i,, 'on, ("Olllp., Th~ Di" , j' "'It! t, ~n ,' "

"f /{ i, f'- .I"aJl~nq' T h" "" " 1f" lr hi' I""'. Esq. I BO, lOn, 11lIH ), l. 172. ]..'ooa td
Wo"ch l. an,1f"" , <:","OV(/I;"" ill f:" ,/y A m" ;r(/" /l i, /", y I ~n, Yo rk, 11I ·IB >.
pp. 21.-27, r On[..".!. Ih,ll "11..- pu]ilica l " qualita ria ni,m ,. f Rh",k [,bud 't·,,·,:, I ~

'·Illl'ha,i,,· III<" adqonalir a mJ <'Ol",·r\''' li\'<· l<'II (II·" ..i", uf ;,11 II... ull",r ..o]o n,,·,
On 1110' (;{1jP~~ inrid"nl ,,',. Willt,m , R. L.., li", "T h., ( ; '''1''-1' .\IT.,i..: \ Sl,,,h' uf
II. Consli[u[io!>,,] 5il{nifit'""n': ' .Hini";,,,,; Ji,lIn' lI i(/,,, i,.,,1 J,' ~ I ' i~ ,, ' . XXXIX
(S" pl"m/),'r, 1~1::.2 1. 21:l·2 ,'Iti.

''''1.o..,. jo.'."p ';1.1'1' 1·1- 1'.



11\1 :\ ;1 poiut [ru' 11l"~ "1I(1 its u-cful Iih-.
T 1H' HTI excellence o f the ~t'\t'llteenth-n'ntllry colonial charter

[In un pu-r! Rlu I(k I~la ndcr~ I( I prl'~lT\T and cu-hrine, (II' ShtHll( I II (. ~; l~

embalm it. until thr- puu-nt lx-camc, ill the ('~cs of Thoma- \\ ' ilso ll
n OIT and other polit ica l n-Iortru-rc, a de-pi-ed and react ionary rel ic <of
a hygolle aac. Thi-, i~ the (Tu( ·1 irony and the .grea t tragnly o f Rh" de
1..land ron-titutional histl ,n.

LIBR;\RY IIOL~RS

H.I . C'nlli/;luli01W{ /) 1'1',.(11111/11'11/: . 1 ,\·Un'I' .l"

BlTS ,\,"\ 1> I'[I:( :I-: s F RO.\ I TilE SOC I ETY'S COLLECT IO:'JS

h) JOSf. l ·lI K . OTT

~"', nl ,p r . Mu.,,·um C,,,,, ,, ,ill<'"

P A RT 1

SO~t E OF Til E ~10S'l I,\TRI(;L't,,(; O B.Jf.CTS owned IJ\ T he Rhude
l-Jand H islo ril'a l Socic{\ have never been scen bv tilt" current genn ;l­
tiun of nH'mhrr~. primarily beca use of insli ITir i~·ttt exh ihi tiOl; span'.

;\ project ha .. h(TII under w ay fur some time now to exhume from
"torage all the Suciety 's bdonginw and to rc-cataloa them acr-urdiug
to current mu-eum pra ct ices. In t h is way a ll index of the St)('iet y's
ohj{'n~ will 1)(' assembled t ha t wi ll m ak e t hem more available to

sc-holars in various fields of resea rch . So far it has ber-n a fa"r inating:
jill, for tlu- writer and will con tin ue to he so. a~ t he work gtWS lin in
t hr- fu ture.

;\ ~ ~ Oll m ight exper-t. the im porta n t furniture. china, silve-r, gla,...
a nd so on, owned hv the Sock-tv is 011 view to visi tors. The (,bjnts in
~tora,ge arc not J1('("~s",arily o f g;eat monetary value. hilt t hey remind
11~ «f other da~ s a nd serve a \Try real need for a n o r.ga n il a ti(ln such a~

nurc. .-\nd 'I'. while it is wonderfu l to \1(' gi\T1l a superb eighteenth­
renton R hode b land c hai r, for instance, it is also rewa rd in ,1:: tn 1)('
gi" en t'he mnrr- prosaic items of the pa~t. .\[emher" havr- lu-t-n ,c:etl(TOIJ~
in the past rr-nturv as well as in t he presen t 0111' and it is ho ped th at
nell 1110re material will be Iort hrorning.

W ho wou ld th ink t he Soc iety owns;

I ) Some ra ther sensi ble walking splin ts used I)~ Solomon ]) n ,\\ nl'.
a sur,gl'otl in the Rcvolution a rv \\ 'ar. and a tourniq uet of the
saUl<" period .

.! ) The harpooll that "truc k the first whak- capnuvd in the
"Orhot-k Sea: ' fro m the ship SOllth Bo ston o f Fairhaven.
•\ Ia"",arhll~('th, It was donated in 1389 hy thr- stC!TIT of the

whaleboat .

.1 ) .\ pairnf m.ukr-d pe"tn ~a~h \\Ti .!.:hh lr-un thc lIanirl .\1;I1\t, >n
I IOIN ' . buih in I in:),

'1 ) .\ finelv tu rned woodrn ('u p made from pa rt of Commandet'
Oliv er 'H a l a n l Pe1T ~ -, /' 1/1/'r% ', sunk in tIl(" baub- o f Lake-

'l:'J

l.Jline

.\ Ionda y-F rida y 9 a.m. \0 .~) p.m,

( :l> ,scd Satl1nlal

.\ I »nda ~ . I p. m . to:> p .lII.

' lllrsday- Frida~ ~l a.m. to:> p .m.

Saturday . . 9 a.lll. 10 l :l noon

JU:-'; E thr u
SEPT.

O C I'()BER

th ro ugh

.\1:\Y

C losed on Sunday and the followi ng ho lidays :

J l11 . I . Fch . '21? .\ lay 10, J lIly..] . .\ lIg. q . Lubor
lb ~ , ()( 1, II? , Xov. I I. Tha nks,gi\ ' ing . ( :hr i ~t rn ; l s



Erit' in I BU ; pa rt (If the su-m post o f the lxuu that c-onvevr-d
Perry Irom the Lau-rence to the X i ll .!!. lI ra d ur ing the bmtk­
(a nd a po ignant letter r!'t ur n ing a sm a ll piece to th e Society
Irom some one who had " bo rro wed" a chi p from it many ~ea r~

lx-forc l : and. finall y. a letter 0pe nlT m a de fro m a spi kr (If th e
N iagara. Othn marine relics a rc from th e (,' IHjJl ' f' , Con grl' H,
liar/ ford , Constitution, slcrrimuc . .\lailll', a nd ot he r Iamuu­
shi ps of the past.

:.) ) Two of the first wooden r-lotho.pin , rnade in P rm ·idcn rt" in
IROO 1)\ Cleveland Brot hers.

I; ) A n eightcen tIH'('lHlIry appk-wood da rning hall.

7 ) ,\ "1""'''''' board used in tbc 1BIlIl" '0 p''' '' ;cc """,1;,,"
erect . a s an y proper lad y sho uld.

II ) c\ « oudcr fullv sm a ll por-kr-t sundial .

9 ) Som e wood and hin ges from A ndcr- onvilh- l' ri-on.

Ill ) In : net'!xTs IN 'd in 17Hn to st ra p O il the sh()('s on sl i pp('f~ davs.

I I ) "A dagge r brouuht fmm China hy an adin' mr-mlx-r f,f t hr
SocicIY," g in'll in IW17 . and rntai n l~ an item to n r ite <l nl"s
illla gi llat ion .

I :.! ) T \n , viul-, o f jcm-k-, Ydlm, l-ever .\ k dici lH'.

1 1) T wo r ha rnois " " '" ",,.,1 '0rarrv "old ,I,,,,;,, C alifurn iain 111 19.
T he wr ite r ex am ined the comcnt-, and fo und . m uc-h to our
Tn-asun-r'< chagrin , tha t th ey wt-n- filled with -and.

I '~ ) Toot h- pullers u-s-d in rhr- ninru-rnt h r r- ntu rv.

);") ) ..\ wooden t rr-nrhrr- , or plate. used befo re pewtn o r china
ta blewa re were hou seh old objl'(·ts in sonu- Lunilics.

Iii ) ..\ castor and a sander u-a-d 1)\ Hct-v \ \"illiam s.

:\ Iost of th ese thin.t.:'s. a m i ma ny more. are doc umented with their
or igina l nwru-rv' na mes and od d bit~ of histur~ . .\t the time t h l' ~ W ('fC

,gi\ 't'n , th t' y were prohah l~ not r-onvirh-n-d too im port a n t. but m ,w w('
t ,1I1 heg in ( 0 a ppn'('iatc th eir pre~('nn' a nd their ~i,l!; n irir aIl(T ..\Is" in
st" ra g(' are ()thrr ra lT itellls \\h i,h will lw de_snibnl ill la tn ani, les.

~ I : \\' :\ IE .\IBER S ( co n tin ued )

. 11I},:U,t :W , 1967 to .-ljniI 15. 1968

!!b Bits li nd /'l l'In from/ hI' SOl/dr',1 Cotl l'( l/I! lI\

:\ lts. FL\lIk.J. Lowrey
l'""" t,,d,,·!, K I.

:\It'. I It' r!WII .v. Lu ther
E", t ( ; ro'l 'nwirh . R. t .

\l i" Yobnd ,' Lvnn
\ 1" . J ohn W, L~ '(ln s

Eas! f'1'O\' id ("n" r , R . I.

Mr. W..\bsdai r B. M ar-phui l
xr .- .J. Ha rry :\lagnuson

Ibni"illr , R . -I

:\ Ii,,, Elizabeth Mintz
:\11', R ichard n. :\l oe1ll'1, j r.

W."I Barring ton. R . I.
:\11', Gna ld F. M oran
:\11', Jolm J. Mot h-v
:\h".'J ohn' p. :\ ln lg'an

f "H I (; n·,'nwi<' h. R . t .
.\ I t . Pa ul F. cr .\ fal1l'\'
\Ir<, G, 'o rg-t' w, O 'K;lt' d
:\t r. W illia m T. Pnclu-o
:\11'. [nuu-s Bowt'n Pa tr ick

- W" rwi r k. R. I.

:\Ir , . .Iohn W. Plan ', Jr.
Swml" 'a, ~b" .

.\ 11. Howard Pn " " ]

.\11, . R obe-rt Spr-no-r Prr-xton
R llJ1l f" rd , R I.

:\I r J. Richard Rafn-r
W",I Ih rr iTl !'( lo 11 , R . I.

:\[ rs. ,I. Richa rd Rafter
W",I Ij;, rr i n ~ ton , R. I.

Miss jam- P. Ra na llo
Cr"n'1011, R . I.

.\fr. K"!lneth .v. Ravmo nd
Sir". Ken neth A. R~\' lJlond
:\hs. Robert J. Rt-e-d..

S",'k onk , ~I ,,,_, .

:.\ Irs. r hnttlas :\1. Rh ine

.\11'. Ib nid Rohhiu,
~ l lS . I lall i.,1 Robbins
~ I! , j.um-s Rob!"!"ls
.\ I ts. C la rk., .-\ Rr xhu.m

Ri "n sid l' , R _I.
~ I t s . Hr-nrou II . I{' N 'II

r a wlllckn , K I

:\11'. Sa ttuwl S. Ro-cu
EdL(,'wno, 1. R. I.

Mr. ( ;fTa ld H. Ro-a-nrhal
~I rs . Gerald II. l{oSl ·nt ha l
.\fr. Ha d E. R)',kr. .Ir.
.\ Ii" J ost'ph ilH' S,hwartz
M r. In ing' C , Shvldou

:'\nn h King, to wn. R , I

.\ Ir. F. R n reda Sln-r m.m
xtm V" II", . Califo rnia

.\11'. Stuart SitlllllOnS

.\I rs. Arth ur P. Sisson
W,,,-wid , , K 1.

R,,\ '. I' r-n-r L. Spl'nn 'l"
~O rl h I-; in«SlO\\" . R.

.\ Iiss J a w' St t'H'INlIl
Clamlull, R_ I

.\1I'. rra ni t- 1E. Stoddard

.\ lts_ lr.miel E. Stoddard

.\ fr . Erwin E. Strasmich
Mrs. J oh n "ln Htl
.\lts. Richmond I I. Swee-t
.\Ir. J Ulll'S E. T a ll!!ta n

\\'a r ro 'u, O lti"

.\ fr..\l ilton .l- T ..mu-tt
Cr'll"ton, I{ . I.

:\11'. David W. T ha\,('l'
.\l rs. S. Hr,lIlford -r"ing-h' \

R., l,t illg lull, R , 1 . ,

xtrs. Ckll ll'lll w. Willia tmo tt
\1 1''', .I '!ll It'SWyptT. .I 1".
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~ II'. Louis I. Alhhuln
Boston, M ass.

.\l rs. F. Rr-minqton Ba llou

.\ Iiss Dorothv A. Hi-llman

.\Ir's, Kl ' nll i s~n T . Bosquet
R;versid, ', R . 1.

.\ 11 , . .J. I{obn t Bowen

.\ Ir. T homas A. Bown ,
S..iu.an-, R. 1.

.\ Ir. Ru....cll]. Bray
i'a"'luck"I, R. I.

.\ 11'. Ed wa rd J Blltin

.\ Ii.... Hope But k-r

.\ Il'. EllwnHd B. Carter. J r.

.\ Il'. M akolm C. C h ace II I

.\ Irs. Thomas C. Chadwick
Warwick. R . I.

.\fr. Willia m Y. Chaika

..\fr . .J m '·ph .\ 1. CiarH'io!o
Warwick. R , I.

xt rs. Bonjnmin L. Cook. .Jr.
.\ tiss Wcndv Ann CHOpl'r
.\ Ir. Onu-r E. Cote. J r.
xt r. .\ Iorton D. Cross
.\ 11". Louis (; . !k r ra ncl's

I\"onh I'rovidrnn', R. I

Mr. Ric-hard Foster
Cranston, R. I.

.\ Ir . j oe-ph Fre-dman
D,·tro;t, :\Iichig.,n

.\ Iiss E laine Frirh-n
J u h nslo n, R , I.

M rs. Fu-dr-ruk H. Culcrd
LISI G reenwich, R , I.

.\ I l'. Stu.nr D. Go ulding
Larchmonl, 1\". Y.:

M rs. ,\braham ( ;n ,bl" l
:\ I rs. Caln'rt C. C rotoll
:\ ll"s. \\' illia lll J. Il aelso 'n

~orth l'rovid-nr.., R. 1.
.\ I rs. .\ f lrlni,· H allq u ist

P"wt",'hl, R. r.
M r. Brian R. lI ard ing
.\11" (;('o rg,' L. H ard ing

B"rhl"}', C,d ifornia

.\Ir'i. Roh,' rt w. I i:Jtha\\av. Jr.
lJ" r r ;ll l(lOn , R. I.

.\ I iss 1Iorothv E. Hilb-r
1'"wt",.( ..I, R. I

.\ t iss lb rha ra n. Hohson

.\t r. LOllis H. C. ll unronn
Warwick, R . [

.\ [ rs, Lo ui" II . C. H unt oon
\Varwkk, R. I

,\Irs. .JilllWS F. Jad , son
Warwick, R . I

.\fr-. Dovnrd C. J acksoll
Fall R in r. ~fa ss ,

.\1I' Albe-rt T . K ld ll'l'g

.\fr, . Rirhard J Kraemer. Sr.
Wa rwick, R. I.

Mr. Arthur II . Lans
Mrs. Arthur II . Lam
M rs. J ohn C. La throp

Ib rr in p;to n , R. I.

Mrs. Rolll'rt Lr-r-son
East G n ' l" nWil·h . R. I.

.\11'. J. .\ f irh al'l Lenihan
E",t (; 1'O" ' l1 wic lo , R. I.

.\ I rs. A rt hur J. Levy

.\fr. T lwod of(' C. L it tler

(,'unt inur d on insid .. hal"k cO"tT l
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