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Recent Discoveries Amon.!:

Rhode Island Cabinetmakers and Their Work

If is tempt ing tod .1}' to ranonahzc there is little left
tel discover in th e field of original data on Ame rican
antiques and that patien t schola rs have unearthed

all th ere is to find. Happrlv, this is not the CJ <.e'.

In many libraries there ar c quantities of manuscript s

an d books w h ich vhorragcs of tim e and funds have

kept inaccessibl e.
The Rhode Island Hi storical Society is no exception

to this si tuation. although eff orts continue to catJ lo ,!:
completely its vast resources, Recent work in th e

Albert C and Richa rd \V Greene Collection , and
some other sources. ha s revealed spectacular infor
mation, pre ..·ioush· unknown , on Rhode Island cabt 

nermakcrs and their work Among th e tho usands
of bills , receipts . and other rn.muscnpts-c-mosr o f th ese
unopened sinc e their origmal foldin..: and iilin!,: and
still contain ing Hhcml amounts of blotting sand-
w ere found the appa rcnt lv complete recor ds oi th e

pe rsonal an d household expenses of ISJac Sen te r, the
famous Newport phvsician , lor 17H2 to lRflO, and oi

horh Albert C and Richard W. Greene irom about
lH15 to IS70. Similar, thou/o:h incomplete. records
were found fot othe r wealthy East Greenwich and

Providence heads of households for th e years 1750 to

IR40 : Preserved Pearce, W ill iam Arn old . Sam uel

Larned. and manv othe rs. These m en of ten we nt to

New YOlk to buy thei r fur n ish ings. and many in 
vt.mccs nf this trade were found. Their collcrtinn

inclu des much husin cvs, Il'gJI and govcrnmcmal in
Iorruation. Some new biogrnphical material .....'as
also revealed .

T he most intcrcsring results nf this research per 
raining t<l the field nl Rhode Isla nd [umiturc appear

in th e following rar,lgrarh s Apa n from quorcd wnuls

hI' {ll ('/,11 1\ On"

an d rh rasc" rhc Il'XI uvcv nr i).:i na l te rms with modern

"rellin~. T h in v-fou r prevtou slv unlisted cabi netm ake rs
in Ncwport, Providen ce , and East Gr een ..... ich arc
recorded , and new inhumat ion is oucrcd on an addi

uonal nnv-nv c known Rh ude hi an d workers The
l'a rlil's , kn own Pro vidence "jovncr ." Da niel Smi th ,

\\J' also fou nd in deed s o j J7 ~2 and 17.U

T he chronologv 01 Doct or Sen te r's furniture bu ving ,

mcndinl!: . r aln ti ng, e re . ap pears scpara tc lv It is one
01 the tc w such recor ds 10 c xi..t in th e slUdv oi
Am eri can .mnq ucv Not onlv did Senter buv m anv ui

his thi np:s h om prev iuusly unknown workers . hut h e
used seve ral m en wh ose existence w.rs known before

on lv hv .111 cn rrv in J w ill. court record , or slrrul nr
doc umc n r Thus men suc h as Nichol s. Dunham .

G ibt-s , .lIll l v tckarv, w ho ha d uppcnr od onlv J" one
mote u.rrne in a Ih t in .!: , eme rge ;IS rnaiur wmkers
wh ether anv « l rhese, nr others, could chal len ge th e

I!:eniu s 01 th e Townsend- and Goddard.. is unknow n :
there is no documented nunirurc that would illustrate
thei r skill . Anoth er result Ius been the di..covcrv of

m.mv hills th,ll LIn fora period oi ve.nsThus, Senter's
,IC"; lIUnt with :-.Jkho!, . his fnvoritc cubinct mnkcr,

run tmm 17i'\211l llo\O(L The chie f ruavnn Io r this WJS

the shortage oj tht' :ICIll,11 mcans II! pavmcrtt : muncy

or vpcctc W,IS scarce In the luctul Sl·nse. Some hills
were just curkd in thL' honks tor lnng periods. and
others s..:ttled "~I ,\(hustcd 110>111 time to ti me hy the

harrcriru; of goods ;ll1dhn services Senter's ledger book
shows . for invt.mcc, he h;I1.111ced the cost of eight

maho/:;lllv chairs from Nichols a.!:ainst the cost of

..'nriuus rr"kssiolu! v i~il S and prescrip tion s. A few of
th e I"ngl·r ·lcngth hills ,lfe .rctuallv rccapuulauons
o j ru reh:lse, " n 'r th e \"c.u, made lleCeSSJT)' by th e set -

....,r O tt I' the Ju th"r " j 1 III If 1m HI< wn II I LOom
l:Xhll'Hlo/J or Rhodr I lan d Fllrmrure r rn'·IJ encc , 196'>'.
I k j, cu rTl'nth catalol: inl: anu ~ rr anJ;ll1" collections a t
rhe <';'''':Il·I\'', mu .....um and hh rJf\

•
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t1in~ of the es tate's debts at th e lime of Sen ter's death .

Doct or Isaa c Sen ter W;l S horn in l on donder ry , New

Ham pshire, in I75.l ; he m oved 10 Newport at a young
<1 /1:1:, and began th e ~luJy oi medi cine there under
Doctor Thomas Motta! . His anilities led to the eve n ts
in the lourtJdJ for whi ch hc is best kn own today ,'
Senter ret urn ed III Crunsron, Rhude Isla nd, in 1778

and Ih'1I year mar ried Elizaheth Arnold (also called
" Eliza", .md " lk h Y"!, d,m ghtl' f oi Captain Rhodes
Arnold. Accordi ng tu nn cnrlv ledge r he 'came to New 

port' on Ma y 2X, 17XO, and became its leading physi

cian .mdan ac tive cutacn. H..: received MD. deg rees
fro m Brown Univcrsttv in 171'7, Yale in 1792, and
Harvard in 17':J3. lk died Decembe r 10,1799, in New

port, leaving a wile ;1Il.! five child ren . The inventory
of his esta te, taken Feb rua ry J, 18{x), sh o....-ed a total
va luation uf $I S,,'i{)..f .70. M rs. Ellaaheth Senter. his

wife, was named admlnlstrnmr and, as such, entered

Th~ /ournll/ of l~wc ~cnU'r. rh \·IICI..In "nd Sur~eon to thl'
Tmnp< f)c t,,,ht,l fl(Jm the Am <, TI , <l n A rmy Encam I'<,d
a t Camlmdy, M<Iss. on II S<,,,!'t f.xp~dlllun 1lg<IJnSI

ad vertisem ent s rcl anvc to th e set tle m ent of the

esta te in th e Newport ,\lcrClH}' from lan uary H , 1800,

to February 16, 11i0l [fi ttv weeks], for a 101011 bill ing

of $IL'34 . She also advc ruscd the sale of h ousehold
furniture , or that which WJS nor willed, for ele ven

weeks, and othe r maucts. Of their children , pe rhaps
the oldest was the movr in teresting.

HuT'I Ct· G;ltes Senter, horn in 1780, also became a
doctor , and was in London on M ar ch 21, 1800, when

he bought 'I "pair of pistols wi th tw isted ba rrels, and a

pound of th e best powder" for 14·1-1-0, from H. W.
M ort imer, "C Ull makers to h is Ma jesty an d the Hon or

ahlc East India Com panv.' tic also bnugh r surgeon's
supplies while thl'Te from L SJvigny . He was back
in Newport in lsnl, ,IS he mad" an agreement with
David Buffum for the latter 's right to " sow barlcy on
hi s fath er's lot ," and in Iunc th e same year was having

picture and looki ng glas ~ frames gild ed and burn ished

()ur!,{"c lind..., lhl' Command 0; Col. Bendler Arnold. in
,'icptemhe l. J775/l'hJl'ldelphj", J846).
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in Boston. He h'.:IS in Newport in November 1~01 ,

when he bough t a gold wa tch from David Will iams
for 550 and in Ism whe n he p.uronlzcd N ichola s
Geoffr~'Y for the same type of item......'i rs. Senter d ied
September 5, 1!'I02, and on Octohc r 4 HOT.:Ice peti
tioned to he adrninisrrar or of hi, mother 's eS!.lte, .:IS
well as tor his father's.

N ewpo rt was a summer colon... as well as a thriv
in,!; town in the eighteenth century, and among rh osc
who came in the l7r:os h'as loh n Rut ledge , [ r., an d
h is family from South Carolina. The Rutlcdges lived
in the Dennis hou-,c, sull st.lndiJl~ and now St. fohn's
Parish House, ac ross the street and down a hit from
the famous Hunter house. According to xt ason's
Remtmsccn ces (I f ....'nrpCJf t. there began a Iriendship
between Horace and John that culminated in tragedy
in 1804, w hen Rutledge killed Senter in a duel .
probably in Savannah, Georgia,~ One authority sla ted

2 Cco rge Champlin Mason . ReIJJwi ICI'nce.1 of N('wport
(Newport, R, I" 18!141 .

Dr h lac ~l'nle(s ""u rai l hanp in rhe hall of /ohn Brown
H l lU l (' gil:: Jn,l; down 0 0 aU who en ter the frolll "nor, Thi ~

pailll1n~ \\',--1.1 gl\ e n I II rh.' ,~lX r el y bv.\1n. loll n Carter
BroWll , (1/:1,' a l prmdclJlld ollhe famous NC\\'I'DlI physician,

Purumt I,>, G. P. A Healy , courrrvv of Mrs Thom<ls Casey
Gr..enc. Rich ard W<Jrd Greene, 1792·1875.a rrucree of The
Rhu.le Idand HI.l loflcal SOCIl'I \' Irom 1822 to 1832 served
i1S U ..~ dl~tm:t altomcv for Rhode 151,m ,[ and lara as Ch iel
IU~ llce of lhe s!<IIl'.ln con;em fl,i: on him th e Honorary
De"re III Donor of um I in 1&18, Brown UmwrslI)' ch ar 
ac tcrtzcd 111m a' . a rrr ICa l Rhode Islander. ew r "' lIIchful
for rh l' JIlI£'re-S1 of h l ~ nutn-e stcrc , .."

AI/'crt C"llin, Grr,'lIi', 1791-JIl(j,1, ~,'rvcd l/lc ,':i n cit' I V as
t rustee lil22-1824. T il.. G1ct·m'c·olleClinn garlWfcd 1)~' llim

lind hl.1 CIllHlO Rrd w rd WlIr ,1 (;r t'<'nc ha l tumi-bed much
of Ihe lOurce nuncnat iut hj~ aru e/c. As c rtorncv general
0 1 Rh"de ' ~ lll Otl . lJ ':i. S.'oalllf <l o ti m,l/or >:em'wl 01 thl'
fou rth BI/,i:ade o r the Sr,Jfe All/w a, he had a wrJ/.{ounded
und,·" tandJll! of Rhwe I,land', rlau' m hIH<lf)',

he was killed by Ba rnwell Rh ett , a famous duell ist,
but this is prnhahlv no t correct. In any even t, the
"pistols wi th th e twisted ba rrels" fulled thei r
unfortun.uc owncr.

Other chi ldre n of Isaac and Ellaabe th Senter w ere:
Charles Churchill , EJ w ard Gibbon [also a doctor],
Nathaniel Greene, Sarah Ann , and Eliza Antoinette
Senter. There is.l Senter tamilv bill of the period
rcfcrrtng to "Sallv anJ Basheha," but just who the
Jail er is remains unclea r. A granddaughter became
Mrs. John Carter Bmwn 01 Prov idence.

Doctor Isaac Senter's practice " 'J.S an ex tensive one;
he trealed Newport '.. le.ldin..: clnzcns as wc~1 as any
w ho needed help. His medical bills, preserved by the
thousands in th e Greene Collection , cover J va riety of
treatments and operations. He extracted 11,','0 teet h
from Thomas GodJa rd ior 0-3·0 on September 12,
1790, and deli ve red his wife o f J. child on March 2,
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1792, for 1·8-0 [not quite h all th e .Hl{) price for a

mahoeanv u rn stand bought from W al te r Nichols the
same year!. In 171:1(, he del ivered Nc w ton W ilhour's
wile of twin s for 2·8 -0, and th e same am ou nt pur

ch ased six chai rs from Iuscph VickJry. In July 17R8,
he treated lob Tnwnven d, and Ch rtvmpher Townsend

made seve ral visig to his office duri n" 1791·17% for
.1 roml charge of 2-8-C.. Other cnblncr r n.ikcrs ap pear
in the m ed ical ledgers: Con stant Hail ey , Townsen d

and Steven Goddard, Samuel Sa.nford, and Edm und
Townsend. in adduion there were David Mclv ill [sic!

the pew~ rer , and the silversm iths, Samuel Vernon
and william Hooky .

H is fam ily lived a good lif e , with the con ven iences

success could bring. He bought iewelrv, snuf! boxes,
tex nlcs. and assorted su pplies from N ew York, Boston ,

Phll.rdclphia. Provide nce, and othe r places. His sons
ha d da nci ng lessons from lnscph !\1.Htin ; he had hi s

portrait drawn and his miniature painted by Samuel

King lw ho also did some of the paiming on Senter's
horse dr awn chaise].

The Sent er accou n t with th e N ewport s ilve rsmi th,
Da niel Rllgers , ran from 171:1 .' to 1790 and cove rs silve r

"tlured handles Table -pooncs." shoe buckles, spurs,
and a punch straine r among other things From Daniel
an d loscph Rogers in 1790 and 1791 camc stlvc r
thim bles an d sUlo:a r lOngs; fromlames T an ner in 179R
a do:en coffee spoons with engraving "in cvphcr"

iar 3-.'1-0, less a credit of 1-19{) tor "old vilvcr."
Mrs Score r in IROI prefe rre d 'I Nc w York te apot
and SUg'lf dish from lohn Sayre for $ (,(, .

Among the m any others in Newp ort who supplied

the fJrnily with the necessities of life were Stephen
Deblois, I7.lW· j79 1:1 , with brass knoh locks. candle
stic ks, kn ives and Forks. a clo th br ush , und so on;

John Arn ol d, 1 79~ . wit h os trich fea ther s; and lohn F.
Townsen d. IROI, with eob web muslin, Irish linen.

hi~h heel morocco <;hocs, Slick twist. Italian silk,
cambric, "green Bai: e do uble fold." India co tton,

broad cloth , an d white flannel.
,\ \ost of the textiles. a Ia-tc in uting fiel d for explora

tion in itself in the collection, came irom fohn
Hadwe n . In the 17.'17- 11\00period, he supplied all sorts

of th in gs : blac k Bar cel on a h andk erch iefs , lO W cloths,

sani net, velvet. buckram, "kaine greene silk:' co r
duroy, shalloon (a sort of woolen clothl, swanskin,
cop per plat e prin ted Koods, and a hnst of othe r fab rics.
The lists of clothi ng articles arc too V.:ISt to be even
sketched in here,

One of the more int riguing aspects of Doctor
Senter's vaned interes ts wa s his con cern with elcc-
t rlcitv . Elsewhere we h ave no ted Benj amin Pabod ie
su pplied in 171\9a "f rame for an electrical globe' a t
I ,.t-D; a gudgeon for the same; an d a.c:ain the same

year "a th ing to hold a candle a t the clccmcal wheel."
Ncwp oncrs must h ave been familiar wi th th e ph e
no meno n o f elcct richv for , accordi ng to the Clock
C lub, W illiam Claggcn, th e clockmakcr. became
interested in the field prior to 17-U,_1 He construc ted

an electr ica l m ach ine wh ich he cxhibired in Boston
as noted in th e RmlOll EV(,lljll~P(J'i t, 1 7~(' -17.t7 ,

Amusing accounts of experiments were described, as
might he expected by anyone who has felt the effects

ot ~trong sr.ntc electricity. Benjamin Franklin, a frie nd
of Cla gzcn's, inspected thi s m ac hi ne in N ewport in
17.tC., .md i t is thought this may have led to Franklin 's

imemiHcation 01 imcrc-a in the field.
Possiblv for line of the children, Mrs. Sente r bought

"a n elccmcal m achine with apparat us" for SolO from

ls.tac G reen wood in Providence on April 2S, IROO.
Exacrlv w hat these machines were is uncertain, but a

wonderfully preserved machine with much "appa
ra tu s" is on vie w at the foh n Brown HOUM:, head

q ua rte rs of T he Rh od e Island H istor ical Socie ty, This
eq uipme n t was ori~illall)' the property oi Moses Brown,
one of the famous Brown brothers 01 Providence, and

was made by W, and S.lones of London. Various
parts m ade an d stored static electric ity for a variety

of effec ts. M oses Brow n School, in add ition, has scv
c rallatc r machines of the early nine tee nth centu ry

with their huge gbss glohc~ and brass knobs, some
mounted in fine mahogany frames The school, inci

dentally, also owns an cady tran sit instrumen t an d
othe r scientific supplies.

Two anecdotes about .\\r Greenwood cannot be
ignored. While he first came to Providence from

l Alben l. P.1rtridl:e,rrunu tev of C\n<;k Club meeting. old
State House. Boston, Mass November 2, 19J", rp s.t-62
{mimeographed typescript. The Rhode Island Historical
gocrc ryl.

•
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A VI"/101'o".1 ,nilp of popn with <l f.mmU5 Nl'wpon siYl<l ture
rewor,/. rhl" <l n riqul"~ enfbu''','' f In h i ~ search th rough th e
Grecnl' p<lper5.

Boston to begin the rnanufacrurc of mathematical

and optical instruments. he later practiced the " tif t

.lental. in all its parts." " O n one occasion a ladv
came to him for a dental operation whose mouth was
unusually large . On heing scaled to pass th e painful
ordeal , she opened it to its full ext ent . when he ex
claimed, 'Madam, you need not open your mou th so

wide ; I shall work ourslde.'" And: "At one time he
was considerably annoyed bv the daily visits of a man

wh o curiously examined the articles for sal e, but
never purchased anything, and h e rewind to rid him 
self of one who so unprofitablv taxed his time. He

accordingly connected hy a wire his electrical rna
chine with an utricle on the coun ter. and having
charged the instrument , awai ted the coming of his
troublesome friend . Pun ctu al to the huur, his visitor
appeared ; and , after, as usual, examining various

obiccrs of interest, pla ced his hand on th e fJtal one,
when . to his consternation, th e electric shock threw

him upon the floor. Upon this, Mr. G. ran ha sti!)'
from the back room in which h e was at wnrk , and
exclaimed with seeming solicitude , -w hat is the mat-

4 Edwin M . Stone .",.ch<lnJn· f e- t l\'<l/ . An Accou nt flf fhe
SCI·e-n tv·{l1\ t Anni l'e r<<ln' of lh e- l'tovidence A<'"c i<l riol/
of Mech,m]c' <lnd ,"l,mufaclllrt'l' [Providence. (f((,(I I. See
section for manufacturers 171'4 ·\ ~X1 under "wooden

ter? Arc you having a lit;' ' I believe I am .' Iecblv

replied rhe half.stunned man . and gathering himself

up, left th e shop. He never returned to tr ouble
the ioker"4

The principal interest in the Senter material is th e
chronologv of furniture purchases. repai rs. and re
finishing. Be~inning in 1782 and ending wi th his dc.nh
in 1799, one hundred and five (hairs of all types were

purchased. Whether the children , the servants, or
hving hahits in general were the reasons, th e repairs

and mending wer e in credible. Over ntnetv-scven
chai rs were mended in this period and tony-three

newly bottomed Other things g OI in the way of
clumsy feet : an urn stand purchased from Nichols in

1792 W,IS repaired in 1795, 1796, and again in 1797.
Of those chairs tluu were "colored and varnished"
and , in the 1790." "painted," we find a total of over

one hundred six . Prohahly th e great maiorlh' of these
wer e windsor chairs an d perhaps bannister hacks,

simple tvpes , but th e list also includes mahogany
chairs and , as Senter I'oJS wealthy , we can assume

he had some rather ROod examples.

warc -c-Chaus " Adduion al hrographical inf rnmanun is
given about some other Providence workers , as Carlile
ami th e Rnwsons, hu t as it j, more pcrsonal than
gerrn.mc to rhcrr work, it is nnuttcd here
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THE H!'JTER. FURNITURE CHRONO LOG Y

fThiI chrunolo?,.y dOl'> not incl ude entries for pictu re
iromes. linen whech. loon! parts, canes, odd rurned
articles . etc. "X" indicatr~ los t iragment of manu
script or unknown dare.)

1782
M ay co lor inJl, an d varn ishi n,lt 11 chai n 0-16.0,

Daniel Dunham.
October I' ma huganv chaus 1J--!.o, W alt er Nic hols.
December I Wuting (r-:itun,lt ~l chai r 0-18.0,

Daniel Dunham

I7RJ
X: mahoganv dr~sm}l, tabl e .~ · I2 .o; 2 square ma hog any

dining tables 7-4.0, James Wall ace.
Ar ril 6 chairs ~·12.o, Darnel Dunham.
.... U,i:USI bot tommg 2 chain 0-.1.0, Daniel Dunham.
September I mahoearw bedstead and I side saddle

8-12.0, lames Ludlow I wrili n,lt desk 0-18.0,
lames Lud lo w.

Nov embe r ] chairs 0- 1"·0, Dan iel Du nham.

1784
Febr uary ' 1 book case 2·1'.0, Fon es Gree ne.
May : coloring I chair 0-1-6, Daniel Du nham .
lune : 1 ma r ie wri li n,lt desk and fram e 2·8.0 ,

w atrer Nichols .
September bottom in g a nd rockers 0-,~-6, Daniel Dunham ,

"mending an d polivhing your dmncr table" 0-18.0,
Waher Ni ch ols.

1785
September bottoming and cnlnnng 6 ch.airs 0-15-0,

Daniel Dunharn, colo ring and mending chairs 0-7-6,
D aniel Dunham.

October : colort ng and mending 0·7-6. Daniel Dunham ;
J " th ree back chenrs" 0· 12·0, Daniel Dunham.

November : a st and for a book 0-12-0, Walter Nichols.

1786
March : set of hcd rails O·J ·O, John Shaw,
April 1 bedstead 1·4·0, lchn Shaw.
May : 6 chairs 2·11·0, loseph vlckary.
Jun e : (; din in!: chairs 4·0·0, Joseph Vickary.
july : mending bedst ead 0·2·0, lnhn Shaw.
Au/:ust . "a new car to your fly I.1blc"D-4-o ,

Waher Nich ols
November : "m ending you r sta nd" 0-3-0, Walter Nichols.

1787
January ' I che ese IU y 0-111-0; I fire screen I ·10·0,

T ow nsend God da rd. I cross legged tab le 0-10-6,
Job G ibbs

Mar ch I bread nough 0-10·6, Job Gibbs.
A Ull:USI bottoming 4 chai rs Q.6.o, Da n iel Dunham .
November - 2 ch ildre n's cha irs 0-1.1.0, losepb Vickary.
December: I wri t i n~ stool 0-6.0 . Darnel Du nham.

1711i1
Ianuarv 6 dinin,lt chai rs H).(I , lose ph vtcka rv .
Februarv - I wash stand 1·16.0 , T ownsend Goddard.
April bed rails o-.~.o. lohn Shaw; bot toming and coloring

6 chauso-llI.o, Dan iel Dunham .
May bottommg and coloring.1 child's chair 0-2-6,

Dan iel Dunham.
June coloring 7 chairs 0-7-6, Daniel Dunh am.
Iulv : mending chair 0-1-6; mending de sk D- 1-6,

Wah ... r N ich o ls
Augusl mending an d pain tin,lt6 dining chairs 1-4.0,

ICKCrh vrckarv
Sep tember : mendin~ ch ecse tr av 0-0-6 : 1 m ahogany

ca rd tables 9-6-5, Townsend Goddard.

1189
Ian uaev: "a frame fur an electrical globe" 1-.1.0,

Ben jamin Pabodie.
X- "a Ihin~ to hold a candle at th e electr ical wheel" X,

Bemam m Pabodre.
April · bo ttom ing 3 cha irs Q.4-6, DA niel Dunham.
lun e : mending 2 cha irs 0-.<'-0, Joseph Yickary.

1790
Febru.arv_repai rin,i: mah ogan y table O-J-O; mending the

end rai ls an d Ie!:" uf a mahogany table 0-9.(1,
Walter Ni ch ols.

X 3 new bannisters and .I new tor rails and 1 new
stretcher I· J.1· 0; mending desk 0-1·6 ; I hat case 0-10-0 ;
mcnJinJ( side board table 0·1·6 , Walter Nichols.

April : purring new legs and menJin,i: 2 old ones 10 pail
of mahuganv tables 0·1'j·0, Waller Nichols.

lune : "mending and polishing your hook case " 0-12-0,
Waller Nichols.

October ' hottnming and mending 9 chairs 0-I J-6 ,
loseph Vickary; a toilet table 0·10·6, Job Cibbs.

1791
lanuarv - I great ch air and mending same 0-13-6, Joseph

Vickary ; !l d av ta ble clock 10·10.0, Th omas Wickham.



9 RECE NT n1 SCO \ ' ERIE S

lone I vidcboard 12-D,"YOlk currency," Of S.'lO ,
Samuel W ard and Ru thcss 1:1.

Seplemh<:r- mahoganv desk and hook case 22-4-0, -stlver
law ful mon ey," lohn Townsend .

October : I bedstead 1-4-0, lohn Shaw,

1792
April' RJinlllg chairs --l-o-D, rowph Yick arv
Mav - painting It'> chairs 1-12·0; mending same O---l-O,
loscph Vrckarv.
X maho!,:am urn ~und H}-o Walter Nichols

P9~

September pamun,l!;and mcndlllj( ~ dining chairs I 10-0,

loseph Vickarv
December mendmg the nom and mending 1.11.10: SI ,21,

Georgc Cornell

IN4
lulv: rcpai r a looking gla~~ frame S1M , Samuel San ford.
Nove mbe r mendmc chairs (J·"t·IJ, loseph v tcka rv,

mending eable and bread trough S I _~O, Ceorge Cornell.
X makinj( candle mold and mendin,l!; table S I.~ ,

George Cornell
py:;;

.... tarch mendmg bedstead (}44i jnb Gibbs, pumn,l!;new
arm on mahogany chair ()-"t-O: mahoganv tt'a caddy
2-R-o, "gnin" W your house 10 I:lue o n beads and
molding" O-.~-O, Walter j\;lchoh

September ]() m,lhng:lny nV:l 11UI' ehair,@ --lO/,md2
same wit h ,llm,@ :;01 al l for 1 ~-O-Oi mcndiug urn
standO·I-", w alter Nichols

No vember: I small chair (}4·0, t'> chairs 2-2-0, lnseph
vickarv mending fly table 0-2-0, w alrer Nech ols.

December bouomillj:: and co loring grea t chair (}:;;-O;

bottoming and mending" chairs 0-9-0, Joseph Vickary.

17%
Janu ary : mend ing a cheese: tr ay 0-.1-0,W alt er Nich ols ;

me ndmg be dstead S.t'>7, Ccorge Cornell,
March : varnishmg 6 chairs o-t'>-O, Joseph Vickary.
April , 8 new mahogany ch.urs $ ,t~ . , at auc uon. Ga rdne r

and Dean au ctioneer>; making and m ending ne w
bcdratls $.1'4, Ceorg(' Cornell.

[ulv ~ charrv lo.()-O, Walter :siichols; 6 fanback chairs
J-ti-O, Bcruarnin and Ichn Hammond.

AU\l:US I - • puttin~ new Tall, 10 vour urn stand and
repairinlt lace loom" 0-7.0, Walter Xichol s

X' mending beds tead and rarlv Sl mending bedstead
S -;0, C em ..:c Cornell.

1797

Februarv framinlt .1 hone Sl Samuel Sanford.
March mending mahnganv stand 0-3-0, Wah er ~ichol s ,

Apnl rCpaill1l~ ,\ chairs 0-7-(,; ho rtom mg and mending
.. chai rsO-12-0,loscph vicka rv.

june: 2 nc w trout pos ts and front rail to a mah ogany
chai r 0-')-0, Wal ler Nicho ls

July: 6 Chairs 1-16-0, Joseph Vickary.
September "curung a bedstead" S 59, George Cornell.

17<)'l

X "pUllin..: up the clock" S _ 2 ~ , Ceorge Cornell.
November pain tinlt and mendmg 9 ch arts ' · 11-D,

Ioseph vickarv
Decembe r mahoganv beds tead 7-1(}{), Walt er Nich ols.

1799
X' mcudmg 1. ch airs (}9 -0; me nd ing a PCC'll chair 0-3-0:

men duu; 2 chai rs (}4 -o; "a d ye Ior a hlac kg.rmmon
table" () (J-<J, Benjam in audlohn Hammond .

AUJ1:uS! "2 tlTJ:ed raws" $2.-;0, George Co rnell.
:'<:ovcmber "putting rockers to chai r" o-,~-D, lohn Sha w.
December "ficksing a SWlllJ1:" (}.t-D; "f astning book

caces" 0- ~-O, lnhn Shaw.
December 2.~ \ ~ davs after Jeathl' mahogany coffin 5-8-D,

Walter Nichols

Ism
M av - mending 2 mahogany ch.rus 0·12-0, w ancr Nich ols.
Iulv : paint ing 16 chairs l·IHl i me nd in" s.nn c {}4·0 :

painting (, .u mch airs 0-11'-0: p.rinring and me nding
J ch airs .1·1'·0, all by Benja min an d Iohn Ha mmon d.

I"" I
x - mending table an d mahoaanv chai r $1 2:;; ,

Cecrgc Cornell.

lune: mcndmg writing desk S 2:;, George Cornel l.

A varie ty of in teresting form s we re orde redr a stand

for a bo nk. cr hat case, a toil et table , ch eese trays. a

c ross-legge d rahlc , and so ou . M :1n y of these came

from W alter Nichols, who see ms to have bee n a ma jor

wo rke r and c rea tor 01soph istica ted form s. Nifhols

su pplied Sen ter's coffin, expensive at 5-8-0, th ree days

after h is dea th . Vick ary , forme rl y just a nam e in a

list, seems 10 have been J m aier cbairmakcr. Parmliar
n ames al so arrear in the records : T ownse nd Goddard ;

a nd John T ownsend, from whom Se n te r bough t h is

-
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rnovt expensive piece, J mahognnv desk an d boo k
case, for 22·-1·0 "silver lawful money."

As was customary, these men did o ther work an d
also se rved ;IS merchants. Thus Da niel Du nha m, in
addition (0 makiug (hairs, turned out a "rouling
pin," knife handles. and "pudding an d co ffee sticks."
loh Gihhs did a lot 01 .....ork by the dav, presumahly
odd jobs and general carpentering, making chai rs and
a lar~e sled, and mending a whee lba rrow.

New names also appear. "ouch JS lames wall ace and
lohn Shaw Shaw is intcrcsring: he is In unlisted
worker in Newport and a man of the same name is
ramous as J cahinctrnakcr in Annapolis, Marvl.an d,
who used chc tnut for drawer linin/-:", la rare practice
in rhe South, hut common in Rhode Island]. Shaw's
wmk for Senter bcxan in 171'2and involved mosrly
beds and their pam He abo sold nails, t im ber, clap
boards and did day work Senter al""l bouelu
furniture at auction.

Some men, like Seth Yeates, .....ho billed Sen ter for
"mnrblcing" woodwork and painting, d id carpentry
work but dn nOI qualifv as makers of furniture.
Yeates has one interesting ent ry in 17fl9 ior painting
and m.lrkin~ a nest (If scventv dra .....ers (prohablv
jor medica l ",upplies).

Cablncrmakers u n fumih ar in exist in,c: reco rds some
times appca r in co llections of old parers and accou nt
hooks, and rcprcscn t me n ...-ho worked in an area
for a [cw years only, and then moved on, either 10

nca rbv sm all tnwnv or In other vtates. It would seem
the vi ral records (If small towns in various sta tes
would vicld us many mo re nam e", an d more infor
ma tion abo ut known workers if lime were available
to sea rch rhcm all.

Cahincunakc rv cxisu-d wh erever people with mon ey
.md nee d for their produ cts cxis tcd, it is not unusual ,
then, [ur us to find new wo rker s in East Greenwich .
where part of the we.rlthv Greene and Arn old fami
lies lived. Of cou rse these wn rkcrs did not ha ve the
sophistication of those wh o lived in th e cities, and
their prod uc ts we re prohahlv marl" the practica l sort;
the y depended more on their activi ties as merch ants
and day wo rkers as well.

:; Almv and Brown Papcrv The Rhode Island Histo rical
Societv.

Furthermore no! all their custome rs were indi
viduals: in dustry W,IS be,c:innin,c: 10 exert its im pact.
In the I790s, for instance, Samuel and Dan iel Prou d
billed Almv and Brown , among w hose va ried mer 
cantile inter~'sls were tex tile fac tories. fur loom parts,
spindles, turned cylinders and so on, in addi tion to
inexpensive chai rs an d tahles.f

How much the Greene Collectio n represents, in th e
'ente r and Greene Iamilv reco rds. a tvpicul pattern
nf wealthv people's acquisitions is unknown However ,
it is interesting to note that not un til 1791 di d Sen ter
buv furnitu re outside the state. a vidcboard from
New York flossihh' comments nn the theory that
Newport ...-ork he,ll:an a downward trend about th is
time. Aher I.'iO:> there iv an acceleration in imported
articles of furniture for the tamillcs. Curiouslv, Boston
or :\lJss3.chu<;cu, is seldom if ever mentioned in
these records. at least re~arding cahlnerma king, and
rhiv also rommcms in part on why Rhode Island
iurniture often has more in common with th at of
New York than ...ith ih immediate neighbors.

The manuscript sources used for this arncle. in
hrin,ll:in~ tn Ii~ht new wo rke rs in Provi dence, also heir
document the thcorv tha t J great deal more fine fur 
ni rure was made in Providence than previously
thought. ~icholas Easton . preViously u nlisted, ch arged
.\-U-fI for a mahn...-:,tny fly t.lh le; the same price was
charged hy John Goddard for a sim ila r piece, and this
fine table is shown in Carpe nter's Art, and Cral ts of
!,,,'c\\'l'fJrt,6 Easton must have been cupahlc o f quality
work. A "Hy table" is generally one with three legs.

In the Senter records therc is one unusual omis-
sion i no re ference tn pur cha sing or repairing ch ests
or h urcuu« ca n be fou nd . As these were impurta nt
items in 'Illy h nuschnld (thi ngs were sto red Hat more
than hu ng), th ere m us t he .111 expla n ation: it seem s
un likely just the hills rol.ui ng to these forms could
ha ve been lost ove r the years. we k now th e famil y had
the m: they arc liste d in th e in ventory of1>cn tcr's
es tate at the en d of this article.

A d ue ca n he found by examini ng th e valu at ions.
An easy chai r, a marble side hoa rd, and a high case
of drawers fa "highboy" today) arc li sted at rat h er

(, Ralrh E. Catpentcr, Ir.,Thr Au< and Crilfl< of Newporf.
RllOtie Mond. J(>40 1820[Ncwpore, 1954), p. 107,

...
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10..... rriccs; rhis mar indicate th ey were quite old ,
out of stvle, and .....ere brought ...-Irh the tamlly's
furnishings when they moved from C ranston in 17f\O.
As ihcv w ere valued possessions, the..' were treated
carefully The household records prior to 17~2 can
not he found , lnctdcrually , the inveneorv nf furniture
leads one 10 believe thc New ron house , ....hile large .
snll must have been a rather crowdcd one , and the
thinly-furnished look .....e think correct today might
nOI have applied 10 Senter 's house

We do find references to upholste ring : in J\.\ay
17f\fl, Senter pa id 2·2-0 " to Mufi in!: t'aSr chair" to loh n
\\'ilI iams In April 17R9, he paid (,',0·0 " 10 co veri ng 8
ch air bottoms." in ;\olay 17R9, ;)·0 -0 "to s tuffin ~ a
sofn," and in April 17% , I -.t-O"to cnvcnng 2 cha irs;"
" II to Rube rt Steve ns of New port . Sen te r also pur
chased swansdown [bv the yardl from merchants, and
lors of f.lhrics in units of ..fl l:, S' lt , and jl l: ya rds,
hut w hcthc r these wen' for up holstering or c1nlhin~

.md bed purposes is u nknown Ccnainlv things like
chest locks, "escu nons." hr.ts" handles, .md rhc like
were purchased from men like A Carpen ter for hom e
tepairs As in 17l'S Tow nsend Goddard charged 9-fi-S
for a pair of mahoganv card tables . it would seem
upholctcnng. at least bv "s pecial istv." ....·as cnmpata
nvclv expensive and Infrequcnrlv done.

How much Scmers records n:lkct " keeping up with
thc Ionc scs" is another drfncult poim to es tablish .
Prcsurnablv , as with the 10 mahoganv ova l top chairs,
with 2 armchairs. purchased from Nichols in 179:;
for :!:i·D·O, the family decided to install the newest
«vlcs. T hese were prohahly Hcpplcwhi tc designs with
shield h,ICh Thc in creasin g references to " pain ted'
chai rs in the I790s, as oppust'll to th e ea rlie r "colo red
and varnished," makes on e wonder if these co uld he
merel y wlndsnrs and sim ple chai rs or perh.rps the
Sheraton and Hcppl cw h itc-in spircd painted side or
fan cy chairs simila r co the famous Ik rhy tamily
gruu p in Ma ssach usetts. Ono: ro:grets tht' tacitu rn
n ature uf th e accoullI hooks and hills tha t ment ion
on ly the hare esse ntials of the transactions- some
th ing to he expected of Rhode Isla nders, hu t not
help ful to us today,

More helpfu l j .. the occa..tona l hi ll in .... hich
amoun rs arc mentioned in hoth pou nds and do llars.
T h us, in the 1790s in East Greenwich , and prohably
in Providence, and in IROO in Ne w port , we can make
the follo....·ing con version table :

[ 1 - SU 2 And.ol cou rse
1 shillin.e: S 166 £ 1 !Oshillin~

I pence _ S .OI-f 1 _hilhn.e: 12 pence

Old customs die hard , and hi lls ....-c rc Mill totalled
in pounds [and sometimes in units like "9-' shilhngs'']
long after othe r.. had ~.e:un us ing doll nrs.

Illte rt'stin~ also is the use of the te rm "greene
chai rs" in th e pape rs. T hese referr ed to windsors, as
xrvcn was the favo rite color lor suc h ite ms . "Ita n nis ter
backs" al-,o appear frvquctuly rhroughnur the peri od
and these wer e proh;lh ly va rieties of the well-kn ow n
sivlcs of ch,li rs And in Rhode h t llld . it seems, the
original tc rm ....'as "high cnse II I drawers.' not "high
chest 01 d rawe rs," for wha t ....·t· call a high-boy toddY.
Eight eenth and early ninctccnrh cen tu ry ter mi n ology
is an .rppealmg ..ubicct. and sometimes its study
CJn "nh t' (If Iunher complicate mvstcrtes in tumuu re.
research A case in point involves the Je!'>Cription 01
rhc ch am illustrated in Figure .. 1,2, and .I.

Thc inventory of M rs. Ehzabcrh Senter's estate, taken
Iseccmhcr 10, 11'\02, mcludc-, " 2 .\lahu/;;' LoIle Chairs
wirh Copper plate covers." and matchi ng window
curtains in the pa rlor, and was iirst shown by Charles
:-.1 ollt gomery in hi s superlative Alllt'riean Fumnurc.
lire Fcdnal Period. in the chapter on " Man ha Wa sh 
Ingnm. o r 'Lolli ng Ch airs' " .7 A" rhc Senter record s
include the pur cha ses o f this Mrs, Senter {Isaac's
widnw , not Hor ace's . as in Mont~{)mery l th roug h
IH02, an d no such ch ai rs seem to have been hough t,
and also 'I S "2 lolling ch airs" appear in Senter's
in ven tory, it would see m likely the two ch airs had
been in the fam ily fur some time, What were they like?

The re is reason to hcl ic\ 'l' Ihe It'rm "Iollfn~ ch air"
did not co mc into usc un til ahou t the tUrn of the
century and, in deed, rcfeHcd to the type we call
"~1J rtha Wash ingto n" ch ai rs wday , Nowhe re in
Senter's accou nts lor in others' (If the period in Rhode
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FI,I; I ."ILlho",rn\· arm ('hLlil. _"t'\'P n. /77"j·171)5,1111.1'-
trllf,'d a the fron/llpl' ce III Ant/tIU" . Au.(u r. 1956.
F"tfll<"fl\" m the D\\ In.\l. l'r un C I1rdl l/I If l'If"'1I !I,h'
11,1,. l'l,.urdthctr<mrhl:;exp eddJ/lht wuv torhe
,rill UpP{}r/< Helghf ~. COUrlt:'w or till" ~hdbllrnc

\! , r-um. Ill. Em.n-: .\ Itll.l:". ,\I<,lt P,'J f' V"l'hrt

F' .l: , 2 .\1<11"''''111\ mill clldll. N e\\"l'0rr . I 77S 1785. wIth fllle
drill .I, tllc"h,..Itu ,fl"" mt'lllOd of convtruc flOII. found wnh
fig ,J, ,md nnnl.nlv Ifl'fl"h r('red tr. un Ilu />,nk. .\I<1 l' l e
I rdllle <lilt! '>rigl ll<l1 / ' 111(' <'(!l lle r " IrIck" I lcigll I , incJ rJding
(',IIIe'r.'. ,14". C" lIn' llIm , ,( th e 1I1Ith"r.

Fig 2,1. Fad :", hs; 2 ' }WW /Il.1:11m! merk ,.

l'il:, 2b. D,.lm! "I fi~, >. ,howill !:: vrm ""fl<lruCllOll ,

Fl,l; .t ,\f,lho.",UJ} <lfl/l d'<lII. ,...'ewport. /775 171);. wllh
m,1 uph, 1<1<"1,.1 ,!Tm, ,md c1o<ed 'uk,. willi trnnr 01.nm
'1l1'1""f exr",ed .\I"d.. In fht' <lillie hop <1 FII: 2 ,inti
p""',,,I'I~ Fig. I The "htlndill(" ate mil, or rilll}' «'d!

\lel.bm' HeIgh!. mcludml( ':<Hlt'l . .:11 ,. CoHeelion 01
the 'lUlh If.

F,,I; . \3. &Kk 0' FI1.. J. ,ho\\lng buck Of arm 'Url'OIb and
"TllI.lII<1J mdht d 01 urll '!<frrr

•

2b,



Islan d be fore about 17901 do we find th is specific

te rm to m y presen t knowledge, In th e t im e th e chairs
were made, th ey were prubnhly known by different
n am es or , pcrhap -, juvt bill ed th e custome rs as

sim ply "ch ai rs"

It is "till conjec ture that the chairs illustr a ted in
Fi,.:: 2 and 3 were ">enter's; it is possihle, thoug h,
rhcv were similar to wh at Sen ter owned. T he rari ty
of the forms, and Sente r's use of me n !;O unfamiliar

to us !Iltlay mi!i:ht provld... an im.i~h r. Da n id Dun
ha m's bi ll for 3 "three ha ck chairs" in Octoher 1785,
fo r (J·ll-O, is curious; this mi~ht he iu stan odd term ,

or m av rela te ro the term "hac k stools," refer ring to
upholstered back and sea t chai rs. O ne co uld also guess

Du nham referred In some SOTt of simple set tee (for
the doc tor's waitin...: room, or did they have them in
those dJ \'s:). T he price wac lo w, hut one also had to

remember chairs such JS rhosc ill ust ra ted had only
the exposed fu m e m aho gany and fini sh , an d stop
flut ed legs were chea pe r to muke than cab riolc styles.

D un ham also SUPI'l kd 2 arm chair s to Sen te r pri or
to M ay 17S2, as rhc tr an sact ion is mention ed in one

of Scrucrv medical ledgers. bur w ith no derails given.
T he rnahoemv chair in Fi,R I , owned by the Shel

bumc M useu m belonged to Dwight Prourv. a pioneer
collector, when it .... .IS illustrated in .\\or sc 's Furn it ure
of tile Olden Timc.~ T h e front legs were ex posed all

th e W;IY to th e arm supports, ,IS arc those in Fig. 2
and 3, an d th e c.tvtc rs painted nu t in the pic tu re.
The dale is give n qu ire spccifira llv 3S 1 7~~ _ Th e chai r

was sold in the mid·19:2(}<; 1'1\' [uh n W.m 3m ak er's in
New York, and illustra ted in their catalog with
caste r.. appare ntly stnular to th ose in Fig. 2 and ,J,

da red as 17R\ and whh upholste rv dcscnbed as
original (and cxacrly th e same ;IS show n in '\lors <') .

Th e Iromlcgs, nf course, were st ill exposed ior their
whole leng th T he chai r was .llsll pict u red in de rail
as the tron ns piccc of A ll t j'l ll l' ~ (Augus t 1 9.~6 ! , in

which L[ W3S called unique. pmhahly because of the
hird arm terminals It diffcrv Irom the ether two

chairs in the flat crest ra il , the elabora te term in als,
an d a deepe r SC3 t rail. T here i<', u n fortuna tely, no
ph olO,.::rap h ic record of the u udcr tramc be fore it was

R Ff ,I1K CS Cl.r rv M OfSl' , fwmtll f<' of tile Old"n Time
I l\:n~ York, lY01I, I'.102.

acqu ired by Shelhurne in its reupholstered sta te,
Apart from th ese details, the chair is Mriki ngly

sim ila r to those in Fig. 2 and 3; th e originality of
construc t ion and design , th e use of 4 flut es only on

the legs, and the dlmcu slons of the base, a ll point
to the same shop Of m ak er. Both the upholstered

chairs illustra ted were probahlv made at the sa me
time, horh art' mahoganv, wi th maple fra mes, pi ne
cres t ra ils faste ned ..... irh glue an d :2 br,Re n ails , and
m i,.::i nal pi ne tr iang ul ar corner blocks. The notche d

lower hack rail in th e ope n arm ch air is oa k and

probahlv not or iginal.
Annlvsls of the casters is diff icult. as few com

pa ruble exam ples exist. T hey are all the varne, and
made ..... ith bra vs, iro n, an d wood They arc well

placed, wi th no heigh l irregularities, and the bottom
of the legs sho..... fine sa w mar ks, hu t no wcar. T he
height of th e sea t ra ils, I ·F.

M

(includ ing the casters,
wh ich add abo ut l!/.-) is rat her low , bur not unusual

on upholstered arm chairs of the peri od . Casters arc
frequently found on su ch chai rs in th e 179D-IR20
per iod, and perh,lps the best e xpla nation is that th e

legs were cu t down on all .l ch ai rs and casters ad ded
by a cabine tmake r about 2:; years afte r the chairs

were made. The G ree ne Collection had seve ral ref 
erences to such occu rrences. D;ltin~ th e ch airs is
diii icult , also , .InJ a ra nge of ) 7(" 1-1 790 is po<, sihlc ;
h ut 1775·17S5 would see m :1!1O\lt right.

T he open ch.ur in Fig. 1 with its scrolled terminal s
has the arm s dowelled in to the supports (as i1!u,,
t ratcd w irh one arm detached]; whi le the o ther has

its upholste red arm dovetailed into the support. Both
cha irs ....'ere al ways upholste red w ith the nails on rhc
hack of th e frame, proba bl y to give a thi nner sll 
h ou cuc . T he "bandages" Oil the frame arc rolls of

th e original lor ver y earlYI webbings . T he chairs
in F i ~. 2 and 3 have subtle d ifferences in th e shaping
o f the cres t ra il and lowe r pa n of the ar m sup po rts,

T he most un usual featu re of the closeJ ar m ch air
in Fi,R.. "\ is shown in the detail o f the back o f th e

arm support. ArpJ. rently as the chair nea red com 
pletion .md the sup po rts roughed our, th e maker or

fut ur e owner deci ded to up hol ster nor on ly the arms
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th emselves hut to continue the fabric down 10 the

fume. It would then he like an e,I~Y chair, hut with
out " wings" and similar 10 ~ 170 in ;\1ont.\:omenr ;
it had , however. the front part oi the ann supports
exposed, as can he seen bv the ta ck holes along the
sides of the supports. This is quite a unique treatment
in American furniture , The reas ons why two such

mhcrwise similar chairs would have such a diifference
perhaps lies in the theory, offered not emirelv in
iesl by ~1r, Knur Ek, Providence cabinetmaker and
authority on Rhode Isla n d furnitu re, that rhcv were

" his and hers" chairs . The chairs were acquired to
gcrhc r. and show cvcrv evidence [If having been
together since made. T hey descen ded in ,1 Iarnllv with

m any N ewp ort roots; among them th e She ffiel d",
whose co nnections wit h th e work of John T ownsend

,HL' we ll kno wn.
T hese three chairs are the only stnp fluted leg

upholstered hack arm ch airs of Rh ode lelan d ungin
known to exist to the author, Yale 's Oarvan Collec

tion owns ,I more sophistica ted lol ling chai r with
tapered stop Ilured le,g., and arm supportv . illusnnrcd
inside the cover in Anfiq{/c ,~ IO ctoht' r ll}~)oi ' , bu r this

bclon.l:~ to the later pe riod of 1795-11\10. The chairs
al~ illustrate a rare transitional vtvle between Chip

pendale arm chairs of the mld-eightcenth century
and the " .\\a rt h a Wash inp on " designs o t after 1790.

FURStTURE TRAn[ WITH :'I;[W YORK

We hnve noted that Rhode Island furniture often
resembles more that of Ne w Yor k than of .\1J ssa
chuscns and , that at least in the Senter ,1I1d G reene

pap ers, wcal th v buyers went to the forme r 10 b u y

ruther th an the la tte r,

Ven ture ca rgu m oved to N ew York in the ciuh tcernh
an d nine tee n th centuri es .1nd was sold ei the r to mer
chums, ugcrns for in d ividu al buye rs. or at auctio n

Auctions thenra s today. were n ot lirnin-d to the sa le
o f u-cd or dis tress goods, hu t included much ne w
mcrch.mdtsc. T hese nc w Roods m iJ,:ht have been very
sa leable or, as Caleb G reene of Ne wport advised Daniel

Lamson of Hanford on Apri l 0 , It\()l}," . whether it
would not be he..t to select I or 20lX:! dollar.. worth

'J Prol"l df"n<:e Ga:elle , April J, 18 1.1.
10 l'\L· ..... York, 1957.

of Your most un salcablc Roods and rake them 10 New
York and sell them at au ct ion or otherwise and invest

the dmnUnt in ne....· goods . , Lo ok in ,g glasses w ill
sell best in New York. "

Furniture also moved in the rever-e direction.
Thomas Howard of Providence . for one, sold chairs

and mh cr articles imported from Nc .... York and N ew
lcrscv Ill' was sole agent for chairs and settees made
bv T un is and Nurmsn of Newark." Buvcrs went from
Rhode Island 10 exami ne ;1I1d h ring hack things they

liked . Some derailed invoices in rhc trade follow, with
rhc New York se ller's name shown first. M ost of the
entries urc not shown in Ethel Hall BiL'rkoe's Cab
inennakers of Amc rica,](1 but th is m.rv reflect they
were m erch ant s m or e th an m ak ers.

BertinI', lam es. New York, Dean Sweet purchased 15
windsor ch.nrs for 5·5-0 in May 1792. Though Bjcrkoc lists
Bcntnc as in New York from \ 790 ·\ 797, the poviuon and
character of this hill in the Greene rapers seem to indi
cate a posvible Rhode Islandloc atio n on this date.

emma, Nichnla." Xew York. An account book of the
merchant Cecrge Whipple of Nort h Providence. owned
bv rhe Insurure of Earlv American Hrsmrv and Culture
and microfilmed bv Colonial W.lltamsbur .e; . lnc., shows
16 desk s (:\ of which were marie! ami I chair sent to

Carmcr in 1764 and 1765 bv Cartains Chace and Hawkins,
and bv \'lilliam Iones. Three ridin.e; chairs .....ere also
shipped.

"Riding chairs" probahlv re ferred 10 hand-earned
forms . like sedan chairs, somcnmcs used in Sew York ,
the South, and elsewhere. It i, interesting th.H Henry
Chace lists:! men in I'rovtdence, Nathaniel Frothingham
and Richard Seaver, JS "chaise makers" in 17 70, Roth
worked on the south side of Broad Street an d probably
m ade a varie ty of conveyances. II

Carrn, RollOI. New YOtk. l'\" t in Hir-rkuc. Th"Ol;IS Arno ld
hought Hmahogany chairs for ;n·o·o ill lN7, .md ano ther
Arn old bough t 2 mahugnnv card rahlc ior H·1O·0 in
M .l \ ' 1799.

Carter and Rurlms: , New York. Ricrkoe Ii'ls cml1l 'he well
known Th omas Bur ling. Sleven Arnold boui/:ht 2 looking
gl.I'ies and.I " rough encc" for 1'; · 10·0 in ,\1all ]7\F.

Cha.,., . Charles. New YOlk. Not in Bicrkoc Willi:am Arnold
bought 2 do:cn Fancy gilt chairs" m 17 jllr S'll , 1dozen

II Hcnrv R, Chace, comp. . Houses in providence 1"1'70 in
the compact rail of the Town with their Locauon
Dccuparinn . and Ta xes a',esse,) Ihelr llwners , wilh a
1I1.1r showin", the hiJ;hwan in lise 11\10 ':,1 :\1<; , The
Rhode hlan.l H i ~tor i c al Society .
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green windsor chairs for SII ,2;, and 6 black windsors for
S; .2"i, all in 1f>08, An East Greenwich accoun t book lis ts
"Charles Chass hill for cha i r~-S·H,," under the customer
Abce Arnold , along with a hill of Thomas Howard of
providence.

Drown , FTt.'dt lk Alh.ll'l\' In the Gl:orl:e w hipple accou nt
hook above. a desk was sent to Drown and there are
enmcs for ' freh:ht to 'Alhoney'" as well as IU N ew York
and hack III I U:';

Freda icks. ChllTJes S ew York SOl in Bierkoe. Samuel
larned hou~ht ! dozen tan cv cha irs with cane sea ts for
Sl4 and a dozen wind sor cha irs for Si ti SOin
November 1~ :!7

Hofim<1 n and GIll New York r-:"t in Bierkoe. Albert
Greene houl:ht;ll ch est of drJwers for S9. in May IRI1.

....fl'l'ks losl'ph. Sew York lohn L. Larned bough t for
SamuelLarned I....·ho repaid him on his return to Rhode
Island l I pair Prer tahll's WIth marble piflars and slabs"
for S110, in October 11'27.

Pltll! hllilc L r-:ew York. Sot in Brerkoe. Samuel Larned
bought 2 l:ih framed lnokin~ ~lJ.so;es and "a holt for the
same" for Sil n in O ctobe r 1.'<27. Th ese mirrors , with the
rair of pier tahll's from Meeks refe rred In above , must
have been an unprescrvc en,embll', and beyond any thing
avarlsble in Provid ence at the time . It is interesting In

no te that Greene and larned bought either in i\1ay or
October in :-.lew York : these must ha ve bee n their shop
rin" months there A label of Plan's is illus trated in
AnrltJul's [De cember 19M, p. 776\.

Tabtrle, !uwb r-.:ew York. Not in Bierkoc An unknown
buve r bough t 2 card tables lnr R-1Q..O and 2 ma ts for
O-,~·O in Mav 17W.

Vindc fhill, FrankllO, New YNk. The Ceorge Whipple
acco unt book abov e lists t i d in~ chai rs be ing sen t via
Capt. Chace in Nove mber 17M. It might he noted here
that the accoun t honk lists furniture an d rid ing chairs
onlv in the first fe w yeaTS of rhc period 17(4· 1814;
~cn crJ I merchand ise was cnrnc d throughout the period.
The unlv other references in Whipple's book pertaining
to furnitun- record sale of locks, h in~es , and nails to

Philli r Potter, and (If "chiazjls," a drawin)l;knif e, ctc., to

William Proud . horh l'rovnlcncc cahinctrnakers.

Ward, S<lmueJ, ,HId Rll !IJ1f'S$ (I!. New York . :-.JOI in Bierkoe.
Dr , Isaac Sente r bought a sideboard for " 12·0 York cur
rency, " or SolO and some text iles in luly 1791. The receipt
for pnvment was si~l1eu in Newport.

Rhod e Islan d merchant s als o purchased quanti t ies
of fu rn iture hardware [locks, hi nges, esc u tch eons, etc.]
h om New York. W ith this inter -shlpmen r of cabinet

work, it becomes easier to see how similarities in
des ign ....-ould develop and cr afts me n would copy

pleasing form s and dctailv, developed elsewhe re.
How usefu l the Greene Collection ca n he in the

stu dv of Rhode Isla nd furnit ure can he judge d from
the preceding . cl·rtai n l)' in the case oi the Senter
papers the conmbuuon is appa ren t. T he Society, how

ever, is rich in other sou rces o f in formation Da y
Books, ledge rs, and journals arc another la rgel y un
tapped field for resea rch .

WILU ...'t BARKER 'S ACCOUS T 1100"5

Perhaps some o f the most interesting accoun t books

in the Society's collect ions examined to da te a re th ose
of Wilh am Barke r of Providence. One was fi rs t m en 
tioned in The John Brown Hou se Loan Exhibition of

Rhrnlc Island Furnifllre . l! ~ others have since bee n

located that extend the career of this ac tive worker
from 175(}10 1797. T hr oughout th is period he sold

va rious nec cv-utcs : suga r, po tatoes, salt, veal. shoes,
canes, axe h ;tndlcs, brooms, pew te r spoons , logs 01
wood and eve n arranged for the usc o f a " horse
and sh av" when need ed.

H is fumu u re cust umu rs among Prov idence cabinet
makers represent .m im pressive lis t , m ostl y in the
17Mb : W illia m Brow n , lohn Carlile, Cersb om Car

pent er , loh Danforth , Richard Godfrcv, Recompense
Healy, Thomas Hcalv , Ben jamin Hunt, Joseph Martin,

and Phllflp POUt'T, among othe rs, These men bought
m ai n ly chairs, m ostl y bannister ha cks ; ch a ir parts.

and nssuncd turned .mlclcs and parts for other types
of furniture . One could think a cahlnermaker might

have hou.':ht chairs for his own home usc, but in
som e instances there all' records of so many chairs
bein.': bought [Sen ter's numerous purchases in th is

department to th e con tra ry nntwithstandfngl th ut one
is tempted to beli eve some m en , like Potter, resold
th e articles alonR wit h th eir own production .

Barker m ust have been a good worker; not only
did he supply o the r maker s, but he sold furniture to

12 loseph K. On, The /ohn Brown House Loon Exhibition
01Rhode / ,1and Fum irure [Providence, The Rhode
Island Historica l Society, I96S1.he reafter ei red JBH.

.,
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th e leading citizens of the town as wel l. We can
ide n tify these men at least as some of the most afflu 
en t in the " com pact pan of Town" from their tax
assessments in I 77D.u The four Brown brothers, Joh n ,
Joseph , Nichola s, and Moses. were each assessed, with

Nathan An~e11 and Joseph Ru ssell , at between £ 11 and
£Io! :\11. Ch oice added the notation afte r lenckes'
name : ''-~D vcars in the General Assernhlv." In all fai r
ness it should he nored lenckes was also a merchant
and had other interests which produced his wealth .

An cnnv for Joseph Brown in 1762 reveals Barker
may have been more than a turner and chai rm ake r:
there is a hill " to a o! ~ l. l fe e l llabk o! ] ·6·1l ;" an d "to a
case of drawers untrimmed o! :;-o -o," On th e whole,

ho weve r, Barker ha s few references to table s and non

chai r for ms. M oses Brown bought 2 ch ai rs " for a
ch ild," ,1' well as a luw cha ir. John Brown bought on ly
ordina ry household art icles

Obadiah Brown , the u ncle, h as th e m ost in trigui ng

entry, b uy in~ in 1762 "6 chu tes co lt feet " 5-0-0."
What arc " colt fee t; " It is un likc:ly they were th e hoof
Iypes found in Engl ish fu rn itu re. As the price wa s

higher than for Barker's regul ar ch airs, they must
have been a lmle special. The feet of early "Hudson
Vallev type" chairs resem ble those o f 1 curly m aple
tea tables of Rhode Isla nd nrigi n , ::227 in Co m
stock's A m a in m Furnj ru rcl ~ and another inside the
cover of Antiques [December 19,'1 1. These have

sU3i.i:ht round legs ending in sim ple pad feet ; in the
CdSC o f the tables, especially , the pad is small an d
crude, and ove r a ra th er large hall , the resuh looking

not u nlike a colt's foo t. In OThe r tables of this so rt
the hall may he m ostly worn off. Thi s tvp e of leg

an d Ioor cou ld well he the work o f primarily a turner

as oppose d to a cab in et m ake r, and might he " colt
feet ." They could also refer to Spani sh feet , which arc

no t uncomm on. Some of Bark er 's o ther cu stomers
were lubcz Bowen, N athan Angell , Kni.i:hl Dexter, and

Cha rles Swee t.
T hese accou n t hoo ks ma y n ut he th e com ple te

story, bu t pe rh ap s we ca n infer that in the 17SOs

Bark er sold primarily chai r pa ns and turnings 10 othe r
m ake rs , in the l760s and early 1770s the same items

I .~ Chac e,
14 Helen Comstock. Amoicnn Fumnure. Sel'enrcen th,

fighree nrh. and Nineleenlb Century Slyles [N ew York,
1%2 1_

.IS wel l as finished furnitu re to other makers an d
private huyers; and from 17/iOon w as mor e of a m er
chant than furniture make r. He continued to mend

and bonom ch airs. as in I N o! he repair ed a rocking"
chai r for Welcome Arnold . He was ~ettin.l: older, of

co u rse, an d l imes were changjng.

In th e l'arly pe riod , ther e seem to be .5 categories oi

chairs in the Harke r account hooks-

"Grete charcs" w ere the most expenervc. and alwavs
sold for about 12-o·{), The term "greae ch air" was used
apparcrnlv throughout the last half 01 the eighteenth
ccmu rv in bot h Providence an d Newport , as well as eve n
earher III other part s of New England Some author s
seem to conside r it synunvmous with an "easy chai r"
l"win J.: cha ir" toda v]. "Easy ch airs" abo appear in
Rhode Islan d records of this period. !lut as Rhode Island
easy ch.urs are e xt remely rare toda y, and as the entries
fur Jo: re,n cha irs seem so nu me rous, it seems hk elv the
latt er is a differen t form all " ).:ether, lUH what is unclea r :
pe rhaps the former was a gene ric term for a fine examri c
of, sav, a bannister hack . Th e fact Iha l such chai rs were
l ;;()<"f, more expensive than any other tvpe listed must
mea n mo re work was involved. Th ere arc references to

"mahogany Kretechares" in m ven tr mes of the eighteenth
centu ry to complicarc things further . Even more con
[using is the bill of lohn Williams to Ch rrstopher
Chamr lin of N"elo'ron in 17lW " 10 borroming and STuffing
2 Crcare Chairs" 1.-8-0 . IS As in J7!17 he hill ed Senter

2-2-0 to stuff an easy chair, 16 the difference in price mus t
indicate less work was needed than for an easy chair.

2 "Low chares" averaged about 5-0-0, and prohahlv were
similar to what are calle d "ladles" or "sh pper " chai rs.
rerhars of the type sho ....n as :t! 10 in The 101ln Brown
Hou.\e Loan Exhibit iun flf Rhode h/t1nd Furmuue.
or simpler.

.~ "Li ttle c h ores" ran from 1-1.1-0 to 4 -0 -0 , and may have
been for children , such as tho se Mo~es Brown purchased
from Harker. Small windsor chausa rc found toda y, for
instance, along with other tYrl-~ ,

4 " lldllnislU backs" ran about .1-0-0 to 6-0-0, and ....ere
proh_lbly trad it ional forms.

5 "Cha res." ....nh out furthe r qualification , also ran abou t
4-0-010 :'-0-0, and arc a mystcrv , although perhaps the
same as some of the above types.

I:'> Chnvtopher Champhn r apers, Th e Rhode Island
Hrsronc al SOCIet y.

16 See earlier references 10 upholsrenn g.
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Durin~ the IJ"t week of n.nke r' .. life, D r Pardon

Bov•vcn made dailv vivitv, hut the Ion/: and produc tive
ca reer was over: loh n Carli le suppl ied Ihe eoiiin

on Pchruarv 10 J79S I~

The prices in Barker .. hooks ..hnw the In tl.ned r m

rene) ni thc 17f,Os compared with rhat of h J Je

'enter's time A vcrv rough comparison would indi

cate a chair of Barker's cosnna :'·0-0 would be about

10·12 ..h illin~s in the )7I'iOS nr rcrhar'> I 10th thc

pr tcc jim rhc ~;lmc rvp c Ilt ircrnl
T he /:atherin~ of intnrmanon on Rhode Isla nd

make rs, fro m account honk!'., the Greene Collec uon,
.md o ther ..ourc... " is summnnzcd below. Unlc..s ot her

wise noted. the dara is fro m the G reene Colh-crlo n
~1:ln \' 1)lhe t referc nc cs to furn iture c xivt that arc nut

indud nl he re as the y are III no slwei"ll signi iic;1Ilcc ,

othe r rhan the li sting 01 ccrt.u n forms nt certain pric c..
hy kno wn worker». All rc tc tcnccs m Bjc rk oc , the

Ga recu a~ticks,l' a nd!RH in Ioomotcs indtc.uc in tor

marion addit io n al to that whi ch follo ws

~(J \I\I"R'-- (W ....O TH 0 ....

RHOIlI IH n C"t1 I.... n\\ KIR~

(An <llf,ri,k bciore <1l1drllC rndILdt." he \\"<1, PH'-

I '011,1\- l/lll"t,.f d' <I C<lhllll'tmakl'r, If c!Ii1IHll<Ik..,.1

Allen R Rho<!«~ C \1.1\"4 lJ;.l>< 10 meaking one desk
S7.:;O," for R W G rccne AI"" repairs etc Providence.

· /~l el)I/ . Henrr In ]7"0 livted av chanmakcr. south side of
~ro.IJ Stree t. Pro videnre. Taxed at I · ~ ·O 19

•R<ltaml'. R,'n;,lmin On Oct, 10 , 1792, hilled w ill i,l ln Arnold
fllT ml·n tli n.~;l "fire hoard"': ,l fluted h i,~h r"~t he,bt'·;l. l!s ,
c;Il1,lk ~ l all<ls; ."', ;lnd 4 f"o l cherry u hk s, anJ "pe n·
hwok" tJhle~ In 1796 ;1 meTch.ml 's ;\eeOl11lt ho"k , under
the eUSlOmt' r "lydia GTeen e," JistS" 11"m"au of I',udinc "'
.l- Il-fl; in 1797, un,l cr ' 'I-I''11l1;lh G recnc lcaf." I " i lllled
hnl..tl·ad o f I'ardi ne" 2·2·0, e IC.; in 17')9 , und er "1\l iss
Urdike." 2 "I,:, fouf ehe u y t,loles al ..·4-0, I "Pl"mhrook"
chern' u nle 1· 16-0. and 1candle st;md o-U·O, ;md fhe
".lme \'eaT unde r "Phehe Cooc h,"! 4 fnot l ah lc ~ 4·l(j·O,

alhl,1 ' pcm hTOok" IJhle and eJndlesl.1nd at the rel(ul.u
rrices Othl" r hil ls a~ late as 11.'11.' mdica te Rardine WJS
.KIl\C ,IS a me rch.1ll1 but rerhdps IC' '> .lctn·e JS a maker

I" -\lm\ .m,1 I\T""n r,lrn-
IS Wen.lell [l G.I1Tell rron,knee C3hinl"tmJkers, chaiT

m.lh·t .. \lrhol,tt'Ter~ and albed uaflsmel1 I~X>-I<;t'l."

.4nlll111l'< .Ocwher 196(,1
'The :'\cwrort C""inctnlJkt'l~ a cnrrected

..he ..k list." .4nri'Iun dunc l<JSS!

A hill to Sama n tha Cornell receipted in 114] ma v be Ihat
of this wor ker or one of the nex t gcneranon ~

EJst Grccnwich.

' &Ir.lme , Beniamin and CeOlj.:<'. On an unknown da te, but
rtohahly in the 179(k. billed W,l liam Arnold' to makmg
cherrv hUTO for Lvdia" .l-I!'{). a ll', f'M'1 cherry table
!.!.{). and to finin/: u p old desk fnr Sterhen' j-tl-H.

Ea..tCr....-nwich.

•1!.1fdmf, Comfort Billed labec Whirrle un March I" [76 7

10 fOle fOTC flMlt rablcs. cast up" 1SO.fl.O. to IWO th ree
fout and half case up" Itahlesl RO{).(), and one wnung
.lcsk at !O{).(), but this last sale was arr.Hentl\, can
celled.'! The phrase "cast up" arrears in other hill>
there is no ccnain meanin" to my knowle dge at presen t.
In 1770 livtcd asavshup .ovnc r." SI .l mrer~ Hilltold na me
for Con sti tu tio n lIi1l ncar rtunvr III Bcncftt and :<.10. Main
St.,l, l' rtlvi,kncc, taxed at 0-11·0,22 111 177! he al1<l his
wife l 'hI"" sold a 101 " I land III Whip ple 2,1

Rldkc./Il'/,on. On ju lv ! 9, HH9, hilled R. W Gree ne for a
mah"l:;lI1\' hureau $14 , ,Inti in P.,!,; for n small rin" rahlc
,It $ 1 '>0; in l "l O, for a bed-read with fuul hO.l1.I" $11
in !Slilm venous articles, and in 1....! 4 for a "small de ..k
ior ut iicc" 5l ."iOand ot her work In I ~ !! brllcd Tr mothv
Crccn for one' Grecian Sopha $6 '> . ~~ l'mvrdcncc. Ex
tends d.ncs 111 nrerkoe and Carr>:tl

lJr.t,UorJ. N. and L On Feb 4, 11\40, hi lled R W Greene for
a cane -ea t rocking chair for $-I -"i, and a similar item
later In lulv . lI~Il.'J III rr( 'I.lCIlCl" Dlu< run with the no
Idfltln ch.ur.. and woodun w.u e but \<0 hctber 3' maker

nr merchant rs uncertant

Rr,," n. j) II r.f On \t.uch 16, 11'146. n-paucd a desk .and
heJste.,d for R W Greene Liste d as "cabine tmaker" in
l'rIJ' 1.1, nrr- /lJT,'n(>f~' to 1.'< q, Extends date in Ri" rkoe
'1Il,1G.HTel{

111'11\ rr W,I/"'Il!. In 1770 listeJ as "~h(lr jo\ner," east side
(If Main Sr., Providence, "a sma ll sntlli:house and
h.lTn," t;lx"d at 0-(,-0.1\ Extend~ ,till' in C..Hlett,

' Ilrll C,. , /" hn S. 17R4-1800, pf<>vhkIKl" d u irma kCT. 2 ~

Illllll<lrd,// RilkJ A. C. Grccl1l'!IlII' ;,intinl: I! ch ;lirs
"('urll',1marle" 59 ;lnd "h ron:ing 1.l mp ~ l;lnJs" in "".Heh
HPt4 l isteJ a" "p.1inter" in /'ron'/t'II<"C PJTcAorv, ..u
unl,kelv;l m;lhr.

flurr. /ohn. llilied A. C Gr eene for (,chaiTs in 1l'lJI for s-J
L,. ted in rrOl·i<lence DiH"('ln1\' .IS ',luctioneer." ~n

unlikely .1 m.lke r.

ThC"l- arc the m~t Tecent and accurJ tc listin/:, 10 d.lI e
un Ihe subkct.

I" Ch.ll·e
~() RIIIII""rencer Parn' Th,' Rh,,,lc hlaod Ills!<lflc.l1

<;"CKt\'
~l Whirrle r "l r cr s, The Rhotlt' IsI.I11 J Historlcal Societ'·
>1 ChKe
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-
·Curron, \\ ilham On 'W,.'rl. If< 1';.'...1, hilled A C C'......ne

for' I cherr~ coffm inT child box to end"..... same In'

S" in 181, iOT mendmg 2 uhlc and ~IcJ In l~.'o inr

du .... ln);: a sideboard and clock rase. ffi.lkm" J coke hoard.
and mending wInd" .... , In 11'>1(, tor mJk,n~ a _rit box

s l1,a beJS!C.lJ S.!.. .mJ.1 cotun lor Mrs. A C. Gr ...erie 59.,
and vanous repairs ln J~'O hilled c-a.nc of l hnsropher

Crccne iOT a cherry cottm Sl2.l'rohahlv E'lst Creenwich.

Carillc, 101m. An a<:~"\lIlt hook ut william ,\\..-gn' shows he
sold John Pr. mcis un ocr. l.~. 179] "one vrnall pl.nn Sid...
Board made bv Mr. Carlile cost ,.'.0,," tor"·(l·n [actuallv
Jl 'OSl\. Billed william r Mq;cc nn Feb. ]Ii, l!'lll! fur nne

~ 10m .linin!,: table t-tx-n, on April.! lor a br.\:l' chcrrv

pembroke rsble :!AH)- on Ocr 191m.l rnahoganv chair
l.Q-O and on Ian 11' 1"0! for a cabnole '01.1 10-10-0 "

Whil~ there are verv few references to rhe C;lII,\c,.Is cabi
nermakers. there arc manv instances of then bulk lumber

,ales in rhc rnanuvcrrptv (OO'ult..oJ. rro\·llknce!'

Cllfl't'IIlI'1, Gt'nhnn In 1110hMed as shop rovner . west

MJe ot \\' arer St Providence," a snug house anJ store.

11<,""" wharf a work ,hnr, , taxed at o-I~-n"~

CIII, N. ,mJen, On Oct.1~, 1~"4, billed R \\' Greene for

a "marble hack R",lId on Wash st and" $'> .7'i ; in IR'i7 and
1R'ill hilleJ Greene fll r house un d furunure r.'p;lir'

Providence Extend.. d.nc in Garrett.

. eMY, lohn In 17"'0 li' ll,J as chairm.lker, snlllh sl<le "f
\\'es'h"sset St . Providence 'Il [n .....owmhcr 17RI hilled

kremiah BUllin)l:ame "to 6 three t>ack ch,m, 1-16-0.

Church <lnd 5I\1'('t flilkJ R. W Gleenc on Arli110 1"11,

for making a file hoarJ Sl on Jan. 1'i, IR1.J, f'lr work on

shower hath" Sl V, on Ian. .".R, IS1.1 for makin)l: a srool

S;o on June 10 11'1~ im runin,l.: ur ..ho ..... er hath" $,"0,

in lune 18.".5, fo r "fixin..: shower h,uh" S.SO, on April "7,

1l'i26,for makin)l:.1 ,Ioo[ S 'iO, in 1~2R for hUIIJm..: and

rerairin).: a honk CIS.· ,lnJ a stool, and thr"tl!:hout rerinJ
di d carpentering ,md odJ jnhs, Bv IR.tfl hec,lm\· "Sw.'CI

.1ml CJfrenter:' and .lid ~amc wor k, Prnh ahl\' nOl l a

ca hi ne tm:lker, hut intcn;'ling for all the work on "shown

halhs:' whate\'er thn' mi,l:ht have heen, Ll'l Greenwich.

Burdon and C/<lrke, BilleJ Timorhy Green tin lulv 11, II'l21,

fo r.1 pai r of cald ta"lcs with ca ..ters S.t; ,a maho"Jn\'

hureau S1O" .1 "Grecian "'eakfa..t t<rble with casters" S10.,
anJ IWO wash stands lor S.t 'i(J .1nd SJ, on <i.cpt ." I ~11,

for a maho).:anv work uhle wi th east~rs S9., and a mahelS'·

an\' .limn!,: tahle $I~, Thi, ilrm e\'iJenth, srllt ur within

1J W h irple Parers

l.t IkniJmin H.H r i s l' a pcr~ , The Rhode IsLllld H is tor ic .11
Society,

2'i C h:lCe,

16 Stone

27 :--Ji..:htin.l:alc and Icnch's l';lrer~ , The Rhode IsianJ
ll islOll ca l Societ....

2 \l:,H~ with each man in husincss i"r hlm'iCli nom then

(Ill Providence jl Extends dates In Bjerkoc anJ Garrett

'CI",\d,md, G and D. A partnership of Ceorgc and David

Iormcd about 11'.'2. Were making and t~r.1Hin.l: furniture

inr :\l.rs.Ionl:s .1nJ R_ \\' Greene III IK~1' and IK.tO.ln

11'.10chanl'cd n.unc tn Cleveland ,10..1 Brother and

rnmmucd in thrv lIJ,ll" until at least 1~10, in latcr vc.rr s

quitl' acnvclc 1'",\'i,I.·n\l:. I'

Cunk, Cl]C/J C, Ian. 17, IN! 7, "I C rccian rahlc S2.~."; I cherry

hook case SI7,;(), round u hlc 57,; 0 , and in 182K a "mu

h"I'aIW warJlnhe S.lO ." all to R \\' Greene. In 1~1\) name

.rpp.ncmlv chanl:e,l « Cnok and Greene. 1 ,,,LJ S"O,~O;

I mahoaanv he,lste,I,1S1') videboanl S ~K 1l.irJ:e J:1J'~

CoI_c'SICX) I chcrr-, uhll: S;" rogcrhcr wuh mending

m.urresses etc.. all to Samuel Larned in 1"..0 Providence
Extends ..late, in Ihcrkoe and Carrcn

nneli Gc r;.:e Errmc-, irnm 17M through 1~OJ w account

"I Ilr. Isaac S<;ntcr :m,1 hIs I:state arc J(·l.1lll'J under
s..'OlCI Furmture Chronologv" and COVel mcndmg

t.shlev. heJs, and chaus, dav work, .:InJ general r'''P.,irs

Itl'c<.'lrteJ bv C(·"I!:C Curndl in lulv IIlO!. In 1"Ii.1 re-
cei ved of Senter ,~,O,() in pan pavmen t o f ,1 ' nest oi

medicine drawers" which m.tv hI' those pnuucd bv Seth

Yeates an d ment ion ed above. Ne wport. A, working dares

.uul scnlemcnr d.nc couflict w ith C:lrrett's <"':ewl"'lt

check list, U he nuv he J diffe rent worker from Ceorge T

Cornell, or date In Carren m.1Y he misrrinteJ

c: ,rlU,II, (;cor,<{C T In 1
'0;

hilleJ Chrisrnrher Charnrlm

1m m;aking a firehoard .1-0-0. onc t\'litc" (ttlliel ~\ tdble

;;,0,0· nne chilJ'~ l-hJir 6-0-0 one kitchen taMe ID-O-O a

'llW<, harne, menJm..: Jnd s·ariou' uther Hems such as

\'i candle bo:>\e, for ;2-0--0 loul \.l Emric~ hum l~,'.! 10

1'90 10 aeCl'llnl ot Dr [saac Senll:t's C'late meluJ., a rapl:

lourn, hoot lack, "a srout fur the sink," wheclhJHow,

ctc ,and ra\'.Ihle to the estJte of George T. C()rn~ll,

l1ecea~.',L" Recclrll,J in :sJewpon. Oct. 1.1 I"im , h\'

"Cl·orge Curnell," and another man, r,,<sihlv admin

I'lr,llors of hIS e~l:1te,

CUIlV, ALJFOIl II, <ltld~()n" By 11'';7 W,I ~ iurni lllre Je'lkr ,md

c;lmed wide hne, <;0[.1 In It W , Greene then 'IllJ l.nef

fIrm loiter beLlme l'UrI\' an d RicharJ, thl'fl t:;-rrI\',

RICharJs and Anthon\' l'runJence ExtenJs dates in

G.llrett

D<lnlorlh lol> On luh 13 17'1, hilled lawrence Calle\' 10

a d'lut>le heaJeJ desk,ca't" 3-0-0 and on Au~u~t 1.1 I ~7.".,

for 1 beJsteaJs 1,10-0 On AUi:. II' 1".1 bllleJ Reuban

!S llieikoe, G.lTfCIl,

!Y Chan·, Cantt!, 11t/l
,«'1 eh.ICe,

,ll Benja min IL ll fi s !';II'l:JS.

H Carr."tt.

.11 Carrett.

.'.t ChrislOrhl'r Ch.1I11rllll ['apers
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Potter tor a seachest Q·l.i·oand a four Iooe table 1-10-0.
and on De' :; Fora " plain desk cast" .\-0-0. In I fIO:' billed
Wilham Brown for bottoming, a cherry table and a pc m

broke [dole , and hom ]7<}(, to lX02 billed Samuel and
Daniel Proud fur (hair frames and bottoms. I> Providence.
Extends dales in Garrett.

•Dcvenpon. P<1rJ"n On OC!. 7, 1794, hilled Captain
;.oathanicl BriAAs for making a hoe handle ()-(}-5 an d bor
tommg nne chair 0-1-2. ,\ l av be a turner and chatrmaker.

Tiverton 16

•Dunham. [)<101eI. Entries trom 11/!2 through 17f1,9 10 ac 
cou nt of Dr . Isaac Senter of :-':ewp0I! are detailed under

Senter Furmture Chronoloav" and cover wnnng stools ,
ch airs, l threeback chairs." spools , knife handles,

roulin" pin." distait and arm. squash squeezers. and
mending ( uilltin,( and \'arnishin.\: chairs, etc. Newport.

Sec grerkoe and Garren for men ...-i th similar names, hut
wuh car her dales , contuvion mav have arisen which the
manuscript corrects on the other hand rhis man may

he an entuclv different worker. and an active one at that ,

•E.J tun :\hcho!<l ' On Feb 9. r·ss billed Stephen Ha rris

for a ~1.lhoJl:aO\· jly table H l-O, xterch I , a rnahoganv
pembroke table .\. 0-0, .10.1 a IdllllJl:handle tor another
pu-ce . ()ct.l.1 ,a marie tea ubleo-II-o, and on Nov. B ,
a "mahoganv stand turned top " 1-4-0 an d a "seu
cradle rocker " In 17<}7 supplied a cotun for Harr is'
dauah tcr , nnd in 1799 mended a tahle and a stand lo r th e
same customer Providence .\7

Enp , (;"(l/l" ' . "Received payment tor my father," \\' iIl iam
En~ ~ , from ~1rs EIi:::.lheth Semc r, for H L hin ges, chest
hinges. wooden howls, wf i t i Jl~ desk lock , etc. in April
and September o j 1"0 1, prnhablv in Newpor t. William
Eng~ advcruscd m rhc All", 1", 17,';(, !,,'cwl'of! ,Il.krcury

rclauvc 10 th.· 'ettIm" or lnhn Coddnrd's est a te. C eon; c

EI1 I:' sold uhIe ~r()OJ1', ,.Iwlluws,,~ "g im blc rs." ctc., in
Nov . UIl:; to sh ip Cnmmcnknc /'erry Ilff o wne d by
w illi.lm Arn nl.1I In IK10 si" rll.' d ,I receipl in Newport
wllh "~ urvi\' in" p.lt lll,· r nf rhe firm of WilliJlO Eng, and
S"n," <t fter h is n,lm,', '" George is pr oh'lhly Ihc En,ll:s of
"G"dd,n d ;II1 J En,ll:s" ment ioned in Bjcrkoc and GarrCll.

°Gi!'!>I,/,,!>, En tr ies fr"m 17f\S lh rOlI,ll:h INS In aeCIlUIll of
Or, Is.u c Sellle r or Newport .He <1 etJ iled undcr "Selllcr
Furnitu re Chronolul:v" an d cover a "cross Icgcd tahlc,"
c\l rta in r<t ils, w""d hOfSC , l<t rge slcd, hnot iJc ks, brc;ld
tru u.ro:h . a "toilet table: ' day work , mend 109 an d orhcf

~; c.ltlt:t ·l)Jnlurth I'Jpcr<;, The Rhode IslJ nd Hi~tor i, a l

Stx:ietv .
\b Dll rree rol pe r ~ , The Rhode Island Histo rical Society.

.\7 Benramm HarriS Papers
\1< Durfee Parers

ucms Newport. Th IS may be the loh n G ihbs men tion ed in
Bletkue and Garrett, bu t m ore likely is a different maker ,

Godddrd, Town.ltnd. Ian, 12, 17f17, a cheese nay 0-18-0;
Jan, 17. 17'l7, a fire screen 1-\0·0; Feb , 1788, a wash stand
1· 16·0 . May 9, 17'l'l mendul/: a caster 0-5-0. ~epl. 16,
17!1/!, 2 mahogany cud tabl es 9·6-:', an d mend ing a par

unon on ... cheese trav 0-0-6, all to the account or Or.
Isaac Senler 0/ Newport. The bill was receipted bv
Susannah Goddard and Richard Stanton on the last dale
given {prcsu mahlv in Townsend's absencel. 10 :--;ewpOlt. l9

'COil /d . BeOlllffilll. In 1176 billed Preserved pearce or East
Greenwich for bottommg o chairs tl J!J for <}·12-o and
meudmg 1 chair for 0- 10-0, "old tenor." Probablv EJ~l

Gr een w tch .

"(;,ee n t' , Funes In Peb 17SJ billed Dr. Isaac Senter uf New
port 'To makmg ho<>kcase 2·S·0" and lor I'; dan labor.

:Io\a\' be: mote Ili;l carpenter rhan cabinetmaker Newport.

C nn netl Pela "nd .~ ()n On OCI 6. l!!OJ. Green and Searle
hilled Grill nell and Tnvlor [prevu mahlv a predecessor
cornpanv (0 pamlin.\: an ima"e in Colours SO." On
March 2(,. 1"01, Cap tain lames Sw eel billed Grinnell an,1
T avlor "10 !:,la:inJl: pain!in~ and ,ll:i1dinl': a Fanl igh t sash
~,20 " Peter Gnnnell and Sun sold wm. Amold n keg
of white lead in nil in ISI5, R. W Greene a tire fender
iamb hooks a bras~ .10m lock. ctc., in l'l28 : and Samuel
Larned nails. serew s. erc., in UWO. prov tdcncc m

H'lITlIflO/TII. Bcniamin (lnd /"hn. Entries h om 119'; through
I ~)(J In account III l rr lvaac Senter and hi~ estate oi New·
port arc detailed under "Sen te r Furniture Chronologv"

anJ co ver Linback chaus ntccn chai rs, a dve for a "blac k
garrnnnn table," paintin/: an d mend ing ch ai rs, and other
items :'-Je wpo n I' roh.l lliv took ove r Ben jam in pabodte's
husincss 1,/. \' .1 a~ si"ned receipt for h is es tate in 11'00 .1l,,1
rheir fif'll'ntry for Sen ter occ urred onlv a few month,
ancr [';lhod ie's List Sl'CBjerkoc and Garrel l for llcnja rnin
Ha rnmnnd onlv joh n is unhstcd.

/I(,<lln' /{"l"UJI1/lI'/J"'. In Ino Iisled as "s ho r jnyner:' e"sl
silk " f 1I,·bi n St., l'wvitlen ce, in "a sm,,11 1 store y hOll, e
alld lot " !axetl.ll 0·!l ·0 ,41 This is probah ly lh e s;]me
I lc;llcv lisletl in lIietk ne a nd Ga rrett;lS .....or ki ng in
:---Jewrnrl in In.i.

!/npklJ1I, /lIhl1 G. In IKIDwas repairing a nd pUll in" hrass
,.1sters 011 furni tu re of R. \V. Greene; in 1834 and 1'l.lS
W;IS reP;lIf1l1,11: an .1 \'armsh IllJo: turn it u re, scllin~ a rine
book case ,10.1 desk f<IT SU ., " r u tt ing down carpet of

W Rlelk"c , C.Hrett .
.10 Blelkoe . GJrren
.1 1 chace.
.12 Bietkuc:, Garrell ,
.1.1 1711-11b-l , ,\ \5., The Rho.1e Isl.md HlslOlIea l Socletv
-l-4 Chace.
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painted cloth." a "Butler's horse and trav" tor U:.o, and a
........ 1 of chairs lor SO.. all for A. C. Greene was repanin;::
furniture for R W. Greene in 1~7 and I!'WS, Providence
Extends dates in Bjerkce and Ganen.

Howard. Georse A. In 1162 wid "I child's hm (SIC] h igh
chair" for S1.7; In A C. Greene. Providence. Extends
d~te in Garren

/Iow<lrd, TbomaI, In lunc IIl15 sold a che rry cra d le for S10,

to A. C. Gre ene and in May 1~16, 1 mah,,~a n y hun-au
fm SID, to R, W , Greene. Pro...Idcnce.o

Hunt. Benjamin Iehn An);d l"sacco un t hnok41con tain~

en tries in Sept, 17"0 for a case of d rawer s ·m-O-O, a n ov a]

table I~ --O-O, a squa re uhle h--O-O. and a desk .-m.DO, ma de
by H Un! for An!,ell. In 1770 listed av "shup iovncr." east
side of ....bin St.. "a l on ~ low snu!' house: an d garden."

Providcnce.s-s Extends dates in Brerkoe, Garren, and IBH

Huntington, David. 00 Nov. II, 11(,(,billed lames Card for
a mahogany table 6:;--0-0and a maple table 19--0-0 ; on
Feb 1'1, 1767 for a mahoRany desk 20:">--0-0, on So\" 1; for
a maple table 22·0-0, and on Sept ,2h, 176X for a ma ple
table 10-0-0. all in old ICnor.4; Ne wport. Est ab lisq es da tes
in Bjerknc and C arrcn. Bv pr icc comparisons wi th rh e

work of th e Town scnd s and Cod dards. 1I11 Ilt in~lOn 's tur 
nnure must ha ve bccu of h igh <juality.

"/llvahdnJ, Imcpll. In 1170 listed as "icvncr.' Pl.mct St..
Providcnce, "a double house," taxed at O·9·0.4~

" LmId. Caleb. On ~<lV 10, ifil l , bi lled Hem v ArnolJ for I
chest 011 s-t and 1 cupboard 011 S:i On Ian II, 1:'l 16, billed
esta te of Will iam Arnnld for a cherry (Ullin J I S I ~ .

East Creenwrch

"Ludlo\\". lame. Sert I:;. 171\.\. 1 side saddle anJ 1 mahog
anv bedstead "'·11-0; I w ritinR desk 0-1.;-0. billed tn Dr.
" ,l ac Senter ....ewpon

"M<Il .ha/l. Beniamin. Consntuuon Hill, Provtdence, chai r
maker, 17S-l· I"OO,~·

Almflll, loscph, Hilled labcz Whipple on Sept . 2, 176~ fOT
" tWOJesks cast '" a t IM'· D·OanJ an other J e- k at 1'1,, -0-0,
"l d tenur.48 Even ror lhe inflated cu rre ncy of thc times.
these arc suh st ant ial pnces. ln 1770 listeJ as ",ho I'
jO~'ne r:' e<lS I siJe of r-:nrth End . Prov idence, (axed at
1 ·0-0, 4~ Some timcs spe lled "Martin,i!:" ExtenJ s da lCS in
Ga rren and IBH

" ,\ Iaso n . Timothv. In 1770 hst ed as " joyner," C.lSt slJe of
North End , Prondence, 'a two stnrq' house and 101."
taxed at 0-10-0.10

~ ; Rouse Family P.lpcrS, The Rhode Island Hi' \(Hieal
Society.

.10 Chace.
•41 SlOne.
~ ~ Whir ple Pape rs
~<) Chace.

"Map. Samuel SuM a 101 oi land to Ambrose Page in I'rov
idence in AUll;usl 116'> and is descnbed as "ehup iovncr"
in deed, William 8a rker's account book 11750-11721 has
errmes in 1761 lo r sets of legs. tur ru ng bed pos rs. erc., to
Mavs' account. Pro...rdence.

MIl/ad and Lee. 10 l~O wid a music stoo l lo r SIO., a pm e
wash sta nd lor S.t .SO, and ~ rowel stand, for S2.SO LO R.W
Greene, Nam e apparent ly chan ged IU W. C. ,\ l illerJ &.

Co, and in IH·IS·I S:'1 were sellin): and mending furni tu re
III R. W, Greene. Provid en ce. Exten ds J ;1Ie, in Cuneu.

,\lillod, Sq Ulfl", In 17YO receipted a hi ll III the evra rc of
Christop her Spencer tor rncndmg a watch in PHS lor
0-3·6, an d for ma klll): hrass doo r latch es, sleigh hells, and
ke~s in 171'9. East C reen wich.s! Thts is undouhredlv the
dockmaker, but the records RI\'e no clues as to who ma de
the cases. The author has seen one or two tall case docks
wnh his name in'>\:uhcJ on the dials

" ,\-1um I01d. Samutl B. Nnv.J, Ism. 1 small chair SI'iOand
un Nov. :i, I la rge rockmg chair s:z .:;o, both 10 A. C.
Creenc.Providcncc.

N('\tl'11, Ctnistian, On Apr il .l. US17, hi lleJ R. W. Green e
for vamishmg a bureau and rerairinl: and pa intinl( a
loltl:e wash rablc , ' 0 perh aps was mote than " mere
merchan t. I'ro\" ldcncc,' l

NJdIOJ." \VlIitcr. Ent nc s from \ 7,')2 t hrough 17Y') to account
of Dr , Isaac Senter arc derailed under "Senter Furruture
C hronologv" and include mahoganv chairs, Jcsk a nd
frame, a "slanJ for a book." tables. urn stands, ted C.lJJy.
cheese nan. hat case. mending, rep.li rmJ:. pnhshlll:<:;. and
manv other ucrn-, such as.l handle for a silver tea pot

Scwrnn....1 :-':Ichnls. formerly known hy name onh·.
emerges hom hIS mvorce tn Senter a, a maier worker
and creator 01a vallct~' oi forms and the manuscrirt as
nne of the most rmport.m e Items in rhc Greene Collccnon
in this fi eld

Norton, E, tl. <lnd(;0, In I R4~ solJ a "Fre nch ..... ash stand"
and 2 comer tables to Samuel Larncd anJ in lH~:)· l R4"

,old man }' kinds of furnitur e "lun); with ma tl resses, pil
10 ..... " tassels. CIC., to lhc sa me buv er. I' ro\" idcllce, Extends
Jatc In Garr ell .

"O,lI/ey. Nicho/.~ K 8 illed jason Wi lliams on OCI. 16, 1832,
for I h igh pos l beJslcJd S9.; RdJ.lk cha irs 0-3-6. o r S.\.67; I
lancy servinll; chair 0-9·0 or S1.50; and a WJsh sland
0-11--0, or S2.00, Prohably more merchant than actual
maker. r ro\·idence <...s

::,0 Ch ace.
.~ l Rufus Spencer Parcrs.
51 Djerkoe; Catlett.
:'J Bierk ue ; Gar rell
:,.; 1,lsun Wilbam s I'aper s, T he Rhode Isla nd Histo rica l

Societ....
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Pil/'Oail',lknilllllin (a~ in !\1SS; titer spelle d "Peabod y"l.
171111. cil-anin;: a gun and m nking a rod 0-3-0, Ian . 19,
17!olQ, "to a frame fnr an electrica l ,l:loht·.. 1-4-0, Ar ril
1 7~'J , a "gudgeon" for the glnbc and "a thi n" to hold a
candle at the clecmcst wheel ," also r nhcr va rious turn
inR". all 10 account of Dr 1;;, .1.11'Senter. Newport
1'3no.!IC'" lull ..... a<;, r.1id to hi;;, ~Iale on !\1arch I. II'l(() so

he had died bv then. H is last ener v for Sen ter w as Ma rch
n, 1794,Sec "Hammond, B.and I.," abo ve.w

POllet. PhiJIip. In 1770 listed as "shop iovner," WC-Slminst.:r
St Providence. an excellent a srorcv house. a good
\ ard a lar,l!:e 'Iore, cb arse house, and stable with wharf "

PO'i t OffIce here no ...... ' Chace's comment'. taxed al
0-6-0 ~

"Po r!u , Rof>tott 17!'4 I table leaf 0-5-0, I [wtrt rer desk 34
window frames 5-2-0, and I bedstead 0-1=;-0, all 10
William Arnold Prohahlv E3~t Greenwich.

· Pro ud. fohn. In 1""11'; and ]777 w a. bo ttoming and mend
in..:ch:lirs andturning 'er~ of legs and o ther items for
Preserved Pearce Also- 10 rnckenng and mending I
chair" for Pearce, EaSI Green..... reb. A lohn Prou d was
bottommg ch3irs for A C. Greene in UQO, IR!4, IIQ.7,

and IR21l m [a<;,1 Green ..... rch and mav be the same man.

PrOlI<I. fO!il"rh. On lune 1\ 176=;, hilled Chris topher Champ
lin for 6 chai rs a t 42-0·0 eac h. Acti ve in 1766 also.57
Newport . Extends da te in Carren.

Prowl, S"muel. D ied Jan. 7, IR\ =; , aged 8258 On July 14,
17116, hilled Stephen Har rts. for a ..:re,1I chair 0- 10-0and on
,":lreh 10, ]7~7, fulled Harris fur various turnings, in
c1udinR·n hann i'Hers. Harris paid 0-12-0 for bo uomtng
6 chaus in M:1V1791, to Samuel and Da nie l r'roud.ss
I'rnvidcncc.Tn 1"07 Proud .i":lleJ a receipt with "War
wick," and may ha ve moved there in later years.eo
Cor rects an d extends ,Liles ill Bierkoc and G arr ell.

Proud, WiJli<1l1l, From his acco unt book , died in 1779.
Reco rds wer e cnntiuucd in same hook by his sons Samu el
and l);ll1il'l Ptoud J'rovi.k nce ,COr rt~e ts IBH and Garrett.

R,m'/(ll1,C}Wrll'l. Oc t. I6, l~ 16, :l bellows, :l looking gL1 ss
$1.20, an d.) hanni, te r llack chairs SI.:W jfrom an un idcn 
li fied ;\eCllUnr hooki. I'rn vidence. Extend s d:lre in Bier koc
an d G arrell.

Raw on, GTln<iall. In 1770 listc J as "shop iovner," sour h
~ide of Broad St., I'rovidenee, tax ed al 0·6·0.61

R.Jwson, Geo rge B. Maki ng and repair ing various k inds o f

=;S Bjerkoc: Ga rrell.
S(} Chace: Bjcrkue ; Ca lrell, fBll.
57 Ch ristopher Champlin (laper s, {RH.
.'i8 Stone,
~ Benjamin Harr is I'arel~

60 Hem )' B. Drown AUIORraphCollecllon, The Rhode
Island HI51tlrieal <;oclety.

fu rmturc in IRf,R, IRCi9, an d HaD. Providence. Extends
dJle in Galfell,

Ittll"'"n, I. G. [proba blv loscph Rawson, Ir.l O n AUR. 21,
IIn7, hilled R. " ' , G reene for ;\ dressing glass and for tak 
ing down an d ~eltinR ur bedsteads. Pruvidcnce.er

Rdl< (on, 1(lleI'II and Son 1\'0\'. I'>, 181;, one "3 Il ! feel che rry
tree rablc $7." and Feb . 11'16, a bed key, both 10 A. C.
Cr"rne Providcncc.e!

R<lwon S. <lnd I. ISamuel and loscj-hl. !\1Jrch , 18..1,0, I rna
hu~anv wor k table $17 IRW, rep:lirinR fu rniture; 1~2
I lar..:emahoganv bookcase and d rayage S-:=; , and fining
ca,tels on <;,<, fa $! .: 11'-19, repa iring and polis hing I ser
r"nline table marble top SoW , all to account of R. W ,
Greene Providence. Extends da les in Bierkoe and Garrett.

\tlckcl dlUl Bl,mch. In ll'll.-t hilled A. C. G reene for 3

rrrut.itnm maple wash stands' S ~ . SO. r rovidence.e-

.~tln(OId. Samuel. lulv J?'94, "10 framing mahogany bo rder
around parlour he.mh" Sot 10 repai ring a loo king glass
frame SI.f>6: Feb. 1797, 'to Irarning a hone" SI.; 011 110
.ICLUlln! uf Dr Isaac "enter Newport. Senter n eared San
mrd In the 171l6. 171'1<)1 period. Extends da tes in Brerkoe
an d Garren. ~1a v he lew of a cabmcrmakcr rhan a
carpenter.

.\CIIII, Chtlrln. In 1'1 19 A C. Creen S20. for 1caw chai r,
and another at SIS. in IR20 through wm. Arn old .
t'rovidence.ev

• ~<'t1rl(', .\"lnm",1. In 1770 lis ted :lSch.airm ake r, sout h side
01 Bmad "I 1.I~ed ae O·(,{).M

· SlhI\\', loh/1. Entries trom 171'l2 th ro ugh 171:\!lto the acco un t
of Dr, [,.I.le Senter arc det aile d under "Sente r Furniture
Chronulogv" and include mo stly beds and par ts. There
I, aIs" one cmrv for;l chair, an d many fnr nails, t imber,
clnpbuurds, ere. New port ,

· Smilh , J)anicl. AJeed dated Mar ch 27, 1732, describes
Smi th :1, ;1"jovnc r," who bought l.uul from Thomas
n lnev. lie is ;IIslI dcscrihed as a ioy nef in anolher deed
cl:lt l'd [H 4 10 lohn Whippl e, In 1731 Smilh bought a lot
of la nd in Pro vidence, hlll no occ upali on is J:iven. A bill
dJ ll'd 1760 shl '"" a Da niel Smi th ,cll in* gener al mer 
d unJi'l· to l;llw: Wh ipple : th is is proh ahl y the sam c
m:1l1.61 I'ruvi,lel1ce, Smil h is the c.nliest know n Provi·
denee "ju~'ner," or c.l hinetmaker, an d it is siRnific:lnt
Ihe small town cou ld ~upp"rt such a specialized cra fts
man at such an earh' date.

61 Chace; Ilc jerkoc , Ga nell, fBH.
62 Bierkoe; Ga rrell.
6J Bierkoe; Garrett.
64 GJrrell.
6~ Bjerkoe; Garrell
M Chace.
67 Whlpplc Papers
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lO pr nc er, Dan iel , In [ulv 1777 . bill ed Stephen Harr is for
repairs ro desk ami tables and on rune 7, 1791. hilled
Harris for a pine coffin 1-7-0, a pembroke table 1·10-0 ,
on lulv 9, for a cherrv Lise of drawers 1'·11-0 an d a candle
stand G-l"-o.~~ Receipted u hill 10 estate nf Chnetophcr
Scencer in 1792 th3t included a maple desk bought in
1789 at 3-0-0.69 Providence. Extends dates in Brerkoe
and Garrett.

Spoona, Th/)ma.~. In lrmathnn Easton Haznrds account
book there is an entry in 1!l25, "Thomas Spooner, chair
m 3ker" 70:-Oewrnu.

Slal1, Will iam . In 17S4 mended Christopher Champlin's
chaise and in 1787 cont eac ted to build a new OIlC fnr Dr .
Isaac Senter. In old manuvcripts "chaise" and "chair"
look very similar rhis man mav he the "Stall" refe rred
to in Bierkoe and G H ret!. Newport."!

"SlOne, /tl beze. According 10 an carlv medical ledger, Dr.
Isa'ICSenter bought 6 ch.nrs "of ,1 dif ferent construction"
in April \7f!O (before he moved 10 Newport] from Stone
35 an offse tting h ill lor previous medical ad vice. The
am ount is bl u rred. but m ay be 06,5 -0, although this
seems high C rans to n.

"Sfrm f' ,/(J.~erh . On Dec . 19, l7SR, hilled Christopher
Spencer for 6 windsor chai rs ar ~. I2-o.n In 1790 and 1793
was supplying 100m parts. hoe handles, a "wh irl for
Quilwheel ," 7 \ q uarts of m ilk (for 0-17·9), and ather
turnings a, weil as mending and houomtng chairs for
Wilh.rm Arnold. In 1796 a merchant's account nook
shows an enrrv unJer the customer Lvdia G reen e for " ,/ !
dozen greene chares of Iosepb Stone" E.l~t Greenwich.

· .~\\"ee t . .Sterhe n. On :'obr . 211 , 1111:'>, billed A. C. Greene for
" I Book case hracin" ncek" SS.50, Also worked on ca r
riage~ for others. t' robablv not a true cabinetmaker. Sec
entry above for "Ch u rch and Sweet ." East G reenwich.

SI\"tt'lmg, fme rh. In 1770 hsred as "jovner", west side of
\ \-' Ol ler Sr., Providence, a good house, 2 stores wharf and
shed," taxed 0·6 -0.7.l

T <1y lor, 10lephen and Co, Billed Jason Williams on OCt. 3,
183..1, for " I.! square seat chairs 1m ilm iration ,) maple,"
$10. providence.te Extends da tes in Bjerkoe and Garrell .

"Tilylor, rbcmos. On Dec. 1.\ 180!l, hilled W ill iam Greene
for painting II chairs $2.66 2/3 and for "mending same"
S\(; 1/3.Prahably East Greenwich . On Nov . 21, 11117,
hilled Henry Arn old [or a set of windsor chairs at $14.

M Ben jamin Harris I'are t ~

(,'1 Ruf us Spenc er Par crs.
70 ChIlstorher Chamrlin P.1rers ; Bjerkue ; Garret!.
71 Christopher Champlin Papers,
71 Rufus Srencer Parl;rS.
73 Chace; Blerkoc: , Garrell ; IIIH.
74 Jason Will iams Parers .

Tow nsen d , [ ,lmunJ On Oct. 22, I760hilled Cart. James
Cud for a mah oaanv desk 20.1-0-0, and on Feb 2, 1761
for a " tea hoard" -I-o-o_n Newport .

TO\\'l1 w nd, /oh n. On Sept. 27, 1711 11rossihly I7Rl , 1791, or
17921hilled Dr , Ivaac Senter for a mahog.mv desk and
boo kcase 22·-1 -0, "s ilver lawful money." Th e highest
priced item in Senter ch ro nolog v and the onl y one by
this maker The pie ce was either quite irnpresvive or he
commanded J premium because of his vt.uu rc as a lead
in,l: craftsman. Billed Mrs Jane Wilson un June I , 1791
lor a "maple coffin sta in ed and polished and hung w ith
hrJss h inges lor vour mother" 2.2-0:6 Newp ort .

TO\\'llwnd . Thames. Billed Capt lames Card on Sept. II,
]767, for a milh"",mv square table 9S-0·0, on Oct. 2" fur
a m,lho !!:anv tea tahle .H·G-O; on Feb. 3 176!l, for a co ffin

1m vour nepo girl" 20-0-0 · and on Oct . I for a marie
cable a rn.rhozanv '5U!!:U table" and a rnahoganv tea
!;lhle , all ,11 unknown rrie('sn Newport, Est ahhshcs
dates in Bjerkoc .rnd Carrett.

" \'ea ~ Il", B.-mamm. Cha trmakcr, 17'4-I"Il1, providence.te
O n 7'Jm' 1(;, 1799, billed Stephen H arris. for botto ming 12
chairs 1·0 ·0, bonoming one little chair 0·1·6 , fur rutting
a mp on a hannistcr back , plH!ing in a sl.rt and nrher
work .~

Vlck<lrV,losl'l'n Entries from 17~ ehrouah F9'lto the
account of Dr. Is,1.1CSenter at e det ailed under th e "Sent er
l umitnre Ch IOllol0E:Y" and inclade small, dining, chil o
drcu's and grcntchairs , and mending, botmmirur. paint 
in.':and \ .:l rn ish in.i: the same. Newport vtcka rv
emerges a~ a princrpal charrmaker h om his pre vious
povmcn 3S mer e listin".0(1

•'Vall'lCl'./amc.,. In 17~J hilled Dr, Isaac Senter for a m ao
hOlo:any dtc"inl: table 1.1·12-0 .InJ 2 square mahoganv
Jllllrtl: rablcv 7-1·0. Newport.

W" rnrr. Iamov. On Oct S, I!lOS, billed Earl D. Pearce for
rcpamri nu (i chans for st and npairtng one at S.12 Provi
dence. Unlisted, hu t may not be a real chairmakcr.at

\V('~·"rt and ,\ fON' In Oct . I "~ hi lled A C Gre en e for 1
Crccran rcblc S20 , I ma ple be dstead SIO. an I bureau
S!2 . In I~,W Samuel larned bought many items of Iurni
run- Inn let terheads en.\:r.lvcd with pictures of furniture]
and , in Ill-lO, " I rclri,l:eraror" S2J . This firm is listed as .I

Iur ruture «ore in rhc elly Direc to ry and ISnot likely a
manutact urer . Providence.

75 Rouse Earrulv PJpers Bjcr koe , G,uret!
76 Rouse Family PaJ'Crs; Bjerk oe , Garrett.
77 Rouse Family Papcrs.
71> Slolle.
79 Beniamin Harris I'apns.
so Bletkoe , Garrett.
SI Earl D. Pearce P.:lpen, The Rhode Island Historical

Socie ty.
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24 RECEl'r DISCOVERIES

' Whirmllrsh, Micah. ~hrried Anne Arn old 01N, Kings ·
tow n. lune 12, 1774 In 178f. and 1787 was mend ing a
linen wheel , windows, etc. On :\i n ch III, 1791, bille d
Will iam Arnold for I table of cherry .WI feet 1-4-6,
I "Penbrooke table" 1-4.(1, I candles rand 0-9.(1; I "bed
stead high posts flu ted" 1-10-0. I "lo w pos t bedstead'
0-1'>-0; and 50on. In 1793he hilled the same Customer,
a merc han t, for a high post bedstead with rails and rods
for 1·1.(1. and day work. In 179-1 the re were bills fOT beds.
wind ow shune rs. mending. ere. In 11101 he billed Arn old
for a coHin for his fathe r at 2·11·0, and was active in 1803
also, A hill for odd jobs and carpentering in 1817and
11119 was paid in 1821 to his esta te, so he died between
ISI9and Ircz. East C reenwich

Wickham . Thomas. On lan . 14,1791 , hilled Dr , Isaac Senter
for "g-dav Table Clock" 10·10·0, deducting 0-12·0 for the
"amount paid Christopher Townsend for repairing ami
cleanin g." Townsend . a wat chmaker, was the son of
Christopher the cabin etmaker. Newport. There is no th 
in !,: to indicate Wickham mad e the case, nor whether he
was a woodworker at all. In th e 1788·1790 period he
supplied na ils, Hl h inges. ,ltlass. screws. e tc., to Captain
Nathaniel Briggs of Tiverton.er

'wrckes. Oliver. Sold lumber 10 Christopher Spencer in
1790. On May 8, 1799, billed wuuam Arnold for I
fluted pC'St bedstead 7-0-0; 2 kit chen tabl es 5-0-0; 2 hread
nays 2-66-0; an d, t ....o months la ter, 2 benches 0-50-0,
and 1.1.1 )' work. On Dec. 9, 1801, billed Will iam Green e
for a meat tray at 0-50-0, and a warming pan handle at
0-16.0. Probably East Greenwich.

WiYJrmlln, S. W.ln Nov. 1817, hill ed A, C. Greene for a
cherrv wash stand at 52.50. According to Garrett in Paw
tucket, but from position in Green e papers may be in
EaH Greenwich at this time . A signature on a receipt is
dated 1836, but with no other lnlormauon.e- Extends
date in Garrett .

!lo2 Durfee Papers.
llJ Rufus Spencer Papers.

o rnu Tll"Ss"cnONS

Auction SaleS. Dr . Isaac Senter "Bot at " end ue" (auction)
!lo new mahogany chairs for 5,35. h om Gard ner and
Dean, Newport, on April b, 1796.

Stephen Arnold bou!,:hl at vendue oyer 100 lots at a ute
10 1818, probably in East Green wich. Among the items
6 -Creene chai rs" 51.25; I looking lt1Jss5450 : I pair
ca rd tables 58.50; 2 "old arm chairs and cushions" $ 50:
I "toilet table and drapery " 5.50, and bedst eads. both
narr ow and wide , with "cord upper and under Read
bolsters and Pillers " for pric es h om 58, 10515.50 each.
Articl es out of fashion seem cheap indeed.

Chelley, Samuel. No.8, Exchange St., Boston, Mass. In
Oct. 1!lo15, 3 Mr. Greene bought a desk for S5., a low
price and probably a simple form. Unlisted, but may
he merchant.

Conxmn nne. Thom as (lnd Co, In March 1817, Marcus
lacobs bought "2 Grecian Sofas" for $230., and boxes
for them for $10. Locati on unkno wn, hut probably New
York. Not in Bjerkoe, bUI may be mercha nt . Jacohs
mav have been an agent fo r C reene.

HodYJlOn. Thomes. In 1831 and 18.l2 Samuel Larn ed .
while 10 the diplomatic service, bought 3 bedroom tables
for 520. ami 3 wash stands fOT5! 5..w. Lima, Peru .

Wabh. William, Willi.am Arn old bough t a plain mahog
any bureau on Feb. 25, 1817, for 5! 0 Loca tion unknown,
but probably :\:ew York , as bot h Ihis ami the Constantine
bIll cany a norauon "104 Pearl St.," and the Creenes
bought there frequ ently. Unli sted , bur may be merchant.

\',' l llr l ll ~, Thomas. In 18-11 Samuel Larned bought furnitur e
hum 'Whiti ng, also in Lima. Peru . Some repairs were
dune by T. Crievie and Co.

84 Hen ry B. Drown Autograph Coll ection.
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ISVENTOR Y Of nil HT...re

Of DOCTOR T~""C sE~nR~\

(Pu rnu urc ucms only. Feh..'\, I~)

Easy Chai r
Roundabout
Electrical M ach ine
[much da maged!

ROO
2,00
ISO

8fodltcad ~ . Redsand Furrnture

) ~1aho~any Bedstead , Bed, Bolster
and prllows with Curtains and
furniture $::.0.00

1 ditto "" 00
1 ditto without Curtains 2"00
1 dina 19,00
1 d ino 1"00
2 old dmo '\0 00

dino )':;00

duro 1800
.l ditto 1200
) sm all dino 2 :;0

.l.OO

:;00
100
100

":;00
1200
500
.l .OO
100
500
600
'00
200

'00
1(,00
1100

.um

Tdh1cs
I Pair ,\1ahagany 4 foot

Tables $20 00
I'atr ditto 1<;00
Pair Card Tables 24,00

I small dina 400
.! Com mon diuo "00
.! ,\ l ahogan y Stands 600
I .\1ar1e Stand and 2 wtnd t : 1.2<;
I Table and Carpet ..lD
2 Toilet Tables and C 200
.. Kitchen T ables 5 00
) ;\1aho.ll;any side Board 25.00

iCon ta in ing, incidentally, II pr .
decanters, glasses. table mats, etc l
~bhogany Desk and
Book Case
M ahogan y Desk
Port able ditto
Pine wrinng desk
dina
Case of D rawers
H i):h Case of Drawers
.\1ahogJny Chese
Washing Stand
1m 3v not be fu rniture ]
Wine Cooler
(may not be furniture)
Fire Screen
Knife case and 1. dozen
knives a nd fork s
C lock
Tea U rn an d Stand
(probably no t furn itu re)

I Marble side BOJrJ
2 l\-l.1ho~any Te a Ca ddies
1 T ea Waiter

[mav not he furniture)
2 Sets of Drawers

[contam ing m edical supplies
- these not included)

5200
100
ISO

H.OO
600

16,OC'
1000
2.50

$ ~ oo

ROO
.100

16.00
2000
2H XJ
es.oo
1.100

Lookmo,: Gl11He ~

Small Iooking ,.;1.1"
dina
ditto
rair 1 .IT~e dum
MJ.ho~J.ny frame ditto
ran rain ted ditto
ditto
Flamed dino

One Trunk [co ntam mg c1othin.ll;l

1 Chece Conrammg 2 Suns Cu rtains,
I.! Chair Bottoms, 2 [as... Chair Cases,

Bl:I.I;k Trunk Conl;\inin~ Ihlan kets,
sheers. and vimilar items]

Chairs
.:; Sets Creen Chai rs fI in a see
I Set Roundabout dittos
48 chai rs @' $ 7.'> (lOu ll
I ditto of map le
.~ ehain
I Set of Cane Chain
I di tto Mah ogany
I ditto
1 di tto and 2 lolltng Cha irs
1 Sofa

85 On Me OIt th e Probate Court, Newport. R. I.
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Patience Borde n and the Ste rrys

In these day s of accent on im provin g the Negro's lot it

m ay be iruercsring to note that in IKII one member
of that race set as ide from her slender resources a fund
for the aid o f th e poor Negro members of her church .

In the ancient pan of Nonh Burial Ground, Provi 
dence , there stands a gruvcstonc with this lnscriprlon :

"Patience Rordl.'rl . com monly called Sterry , a free
woman of c% m lind humble di sciple of Chri5t. She

ga\"c 10 th e Fint B<1pt i.H Chu rch in Ihi_~ town . of wh icl!

she wa, Ll memhn. 210 dol/ars ,n a fund for the rdief
of the poor of colour of tha t chu rch. She died April 1.
I B11. in the 5Jrd year of her cgc"

N ext to her stone is that of Vi1el Burden , w ifc of
Prime Burden , wh o died lune 5, 17S6, 3RCd about
70 years.

The writer had become aware of Pati ence Borden in

doing research on the Sterry families of Providence.
She was a member of the household of Robert Sterry,
Providence merchant. who died Ap ril 29, 1789, at 76
years and is buried in North Bur!al Ground a few
rows away from the graveston e for Patience. Rohert

married first Rosabella Angell and second , Lydia
Angell . Robert 's h ouse was on th e west side of North
.\ h in Street, abo u t a block away from the

First Baptist Church .
Robert left a will , it is sta ted in Providence Town

Council re cords, but it is n ot on file in the Providence
probate office. No do ubt he made provi sion for

Patience Borden as his faithful servant.
A lengthy study results in the conclusion that

Robert Stcrry had a son, Capt. Samuel Sterry, who

married Sarah , d'lughter of Col Thomas and M ercy
[Rhodc s] Angell, Capt Samuel's death was reported
in the !'wvidcllcl' (;ll;;e w : of 5 Sept. 1772. Robc n'v

North Main Str eet property must have descended to
Capt. Samuel's so n, Capt. Samuel An,.;e11 Sterry. The

death of th e latter in his 26th yea r from ,1 tall while
on passage h ome from Savannah , Ga , was noted in
the Provi dence Gll;;c trl.'of 3 O ct 179.:; Ca pt Sam uel

Angell Sterry had married Elizabeth Packard, dau,l;htcr

By Cha rles W. Farnham , F.A .S.G ., e.G. "

of Nathaniel and Abigail Packard of Providence. In

rh e 1790 Providence census Patience Borden was listed
as household head, obviously .1t the Robert Sterry
residence .

After the death of Capt. Samuel Angel l Sterr)', his
wife , Elizaheth, appa rently moved into the Robert
Sterry house , for in subsequent deeds she disposed of
pa rt of the property to her daughter , lulls Ann

Valentine , widow of Capt. lam es valennnc . Late r
Julia Va lentine transferred the property to her

daughter, lulia. who had married first Robert Taylor
and second lames A. Fox. The Sterry homestead

passed out of fam ily hands in 1871 when Charles B.
T aylor ;10..1 lam es V. Taylor , sons of lulia Taylor-Fox

sold their hold in.!:s to Israel B. Ma son of Providence,
The de scr iption of the North ,\ 1ain Str eet property

in the various deeds tallies with that of Roben
Sterry 's home.

The writer found a will for Patience Borden, "single
woman of colour," ma de 19 M arc h 1811. She left to

Comfort Ephraims all her household furniture' an d
wearing ap parel " for he r kindness to me in my pre s

em sickness: ' with the rest and residue [Including one

share in ROKer Williams Bank] as a fund , the interest
of w hich was UJ he applied for th e relief of indigent
persons (of colour! who shall be m em bers of the First
Baptist Church. Nathan Waterman lr. was named '

executor with po wcr to appoint a successor, or in case
of his failure to do so, the First Baptist Church was

to appoint one. The inventory of her estate totalled
5586.75,

That Prime Burden , whose wife is burled heside

Patience, w as the fat her of Patience is shown by the
will of Prim e made 25 Dec. 17l'il:l.ln it he divided his
propeny he tween his wife, Vilet , and his daugh ter ,

Patience Ste rry . A bequest of his " best " Io~ bodycd
waistcoat and best hat" was made to Robert Sterry " to

make him satisfac tion for being sick in his house."
He named hi s friend , Knight Dexter , as execu to r, but
wh en the latter refused Robert Sterry w as named
execu to r,

Mr. Charles W, Farnham is a member of the Society's
lihrarv comnuucc and has been engaged 'IS a professional
genealogi cal researcher since his rctircmcnI from the
['mvidt' llce lou rn"l.
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Di rector' s Ne ws lette r

It is with great pleasure that I write this Newsletter

for the first Society quarterly to be published in this
format . The Publication Committee authorized
Malcolm Grear to redesign the publication , to create
a periodical that would be more presentable aestheti
cally and at the same time increase the amount of
printed words without increasing the cost. This diffi
cult task has been achieved The new design keeps in
mind the nature of the publication ; that is, it realizes
that it is an historical society journal and therefore
has the necessary design qualifications, and it nearly
doubles the amount of tex! while maintaining the

cost at virtually the same level. The ability to increase
the text without skyrocketing the cost was made pos
slblc by introducing a "grid format" that allows great
flexihility within a set pattern. This format allows the
staff to think in terms of the grid when typing the
material for the printers, and makes it possible to
have the pages set in page proof rather than in galleys.
eliminating a costly step.

The Committee first thought that it should con
tinue with the outer dimensions of the former publi
canon so that the shelved appearance would be
similar. But, since so much more text could be
achieved in the new stzc the change was permitted.

On September 21st the Society held its first Lawn
Festival. This new activity was created as a gran d patt y
for members and at the same time to inc rease the
Involvement of the community in the activities of the
Society. \'.'hat was sought ....-as a delightful party on
the marvelous lawn of John Brown House with various
programs and objects of inte rest for both adults and
children. It was decided to have only genuine authen
tic experiences and objects from the past, eliminating
any pseudo-historic activity. Many members labored

to bring this party into being and fortunately the
newness of the idea combined with fine weal her made
it a success. Instead of the approximately 300 people
expected , nearly l,(XXl attended Those who came
found , while: having a delightful lime with punch ,
cookies, cider, sandwiches and doughnuts, that every
thing presented was authentic in nature an d not
invented for a carnival. like experience. As the pictures
included show, the party began with the Kemish
Guards Fife and Drum Corps and throughout the
following two and one half hours various happenings
were presented at approximately half hour intervals.
There was a working cider press; johnny cakes were
cooked, and eaten; a marionette show attracted great
artcnnon , an early working He rrcshoif steam engine
whistled , and all fortunately wcm smoothly. These
events played against a continuous background display
of antique automobiles and other exhibits. During the
part)' John Brown House was open to visitors. At first
tours of the Hou se wcre scheduled for every twenty
minutes but the crush to see the House was so insis
tent that the scheduling ....-as changed and a flow of
visitors poured through the House in a steady stream.

Last year many members contributed to the Society
in addition to their membership dues. As announced,
th is contribution was for the purchase of rugs, and re
cctuly three new rugs were acquired with these funds
by the Museum Committee for John Brown House.
Because of this support the House is now a step nearer
a true restoration.

A new membership secretary has been appointed
and Mrs. Raymond Horman is now the one that mem
be rs should contact if they have any questions about
their membership, and they should direct any
poten tial new members to her.

-
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Li.~t of events.

IIfr. Raymond Turco wJlh one of rhe poste rs that
ennonnced the events.

Mr. Henry Brown pre~.~t.S elderon his own pre~Si rhirHr
Vle\\,,'(S kepf hIm bus}' tlll afternoon.

All'« Elizabeth JkUlli,' mallonetle.' rxcite children and
,HIIl/r,.

,\11.'. lo.,eph M. P. 011. Ch"urnl<Jn. ;\I". S, Brad/o,d Tin~e}'

and thl' Dl1ec/Orpm" lor" mom cnr.

Alr<. WJ1li<lm Slarer Allen, and Olhers. supply people wirh
illo.! and drmk.



Notes and Documents

Toh:l Ilrown and tIll' Pcmiiicaticm of tIl.' Water
ArJ1ro(/dlC,~ to l'rovit!rllcc, AlIflImn, 177S

With the cl()sin~ of th e Port of Roston in 1774 th e
cu rren ts drihin~ toward wa r q uickened . Brit ish sh ips
appeared off Newport in Novembe r of th a i year to
overs wc the growing patriotic sentiment and support

for the people of Boston Captain lames W all ace of the
man-of-war xosc w as the principal British oificer

involved in th e pa trol o t Narragansett Bav which en
sued for the next two years. Wallace proceeded to
bully N ewpor t and inte rfere with ~hippin~, O n April
2(" 177 S, he seized Joh n Brown o f Prov idence with tWII

car~nes of flou r an d sent him to General T hom as
Cage, commander of British forces in N orth Am erica ,

at hts headquarters in Boston. Bro....n WaS soon re
leased hut re turn ed to Rhode Isla n d more hosti le th an
ever. hrin,::in,!:;: suit a~ainst Wall ace. w allace stepped
up his harrJ,>smcnt. and on the 7th of November, 177~,

he executed a br ief homha rdme nt on the to w n of

Bristo l . T wo davs Lite r loh n Brown wro te th e le tt er
below, warni ng th e patriot s a t Pawtux cu [mode rn day
C rans to n I th.u \....tnlloce's fleet might pa y them a visit ,

He su ggested variou s fort ificati on procedures. Similar
precaut ions had already been taken in Providen ce
with the fortification of Fox Poinr.!

T he Society is vcrv J:r.1tefu l to ~1 r Bayard Ewing for
recently enriching our collections with this fine
[ohn Brown leiter.

Inforrnanon amrlihin.l: this document can be found
in W G Roelker and Clarkson A. Collins III "The Patrol
01 l\;arr.a~ans.:n Ba\· I177ol·"'''1:' Rho"'/' 1<1,10.1 Hl~tor\'"

YII 12-IY 90·9:;; \'11I ~;·6J, "'"'·83; IX \I-2.l, :'2-:;1'\. See

To

.\\e~s". Saml. or lames Aborn or
Rhodes Arn old together with all
the Friends to th e America n Cause at
or ncar r'a wr o xen -

Provide' , OcwbT, 9,h, 1775
Gentlemen

As it's \'ery likely tha t w allace will come
Up as Fan ;ls Commicun wrth His Fleet a'S
Soon as the wind Comes to the Sou th ward, and
perhaps Send the armed Bri~ ~ Tenders up
Further in order to Sound the Channell &tc.
NtC. This I' Theirfore 10 Desire. Ihat you w ill
Forth w ith muster together with Spades. Shovels.
&tc. and proceed 10 Flin,ltinRup a Sufficient
Breast work On Paw tux et t Neck to cover any
Number III men whi ch you mav Su ppose can
he Nessescrv. s.. also a good and Sufficien t Breast
work Directly Opp isit e the End of Sabin's Point
for 4 oro Field pieces whi eh you may depend will
'::;0 from Hef t' as <;"'m as the Enc rnv arc come
ing tow ards l'a wtuxett. The 9 pounders wich
are mounted on Field CIfIia..:es will plav OVCI
a breast work of Jl'! Feel from the ground But
I advise vour making th e Breast work or Battery
ol". or:; Feet Hiah, &. of Sufficient thickness
to Stop anv 9 round Shott, and what Ever p.lft
the Field pieces are placed at the top of the
hreas t work may he,Should off So as to rnake a
prope r place for th e Gun to plav, This under
lakg. may See m COllsiderahle,;11 First tj1uII,::;ht .
hilt If you only ,::;ive o ut to ;1 11 you r Neighboura ,
thnr H the Breast work is built you may Rely
On our !\oinll: to your assis tance wit h as many
HeIJ pieces a~ may he :'Jessesary at the First
No nce rhe v will Not be backward in the ir
Assisrance, in about I". dav's Time we Flun,l:J;
up a Sufficient Breast work on ~1r. \\,m neta-,
land 10 cover 15OC1or l(O) men wh ich ~1'. field
Cheerfully Consen ted to and gave us his best
Assistance. I Bore: their will no r he a man
amoung you bu t that ....tll Lend their best
assis tance.

I am Gentlemen
Your Hu rnht. Serv-.

foh n Brown

also Ed..... ard Field. RevolunonllfY nerences in Rhode
Island [Providence. 18961,pp- 55--61 and Pseld's Slate of
Rho<le hland and Pr(WIJence PlanfoJllOns al fbe End of
lbe Cemurv: A Hi.storr [Boston, 19(2), 1:227-2.'\1 .
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Officers and Committee M embers
elecred ar the 1471h Annual Met'ting 10 SC"(
unnl rhe Annual Me et ing in 1970

-

Bradford F. Swan. I'tt.'lideDI
Baya rd Ewin g. \ Kr I'n,q<!ell l
Mrs, Ccotge E.Downing,
\'ICC I' lnidclll
frank L. Hincklev, lr., \{'CH' r,lry
Mr~ Norman T. 1I1l1I<-,.
<ll,j, t.m t 'CCUI<ln'

T ownes "t. Ha rris, It . trl'<1surrr
lohn I-f. \ \'(' 11 <. . d"hr.mr IH!d\U rer

FI:"l A NCE

Bavard Ewin g chrnrmun
F"~ler R. Dan s, Ir
.... tichael P. Metcalf
luhn Sim me n
Wi ll iam W W h ite

CROUNDS A :-.In Il UlLOINCS

Wil liam M. Davis, ctsairman
H Cush m an Amhonv
C lifford S. Cust.rfson
I I.Hold Ingrah am, IT.
Th omas ....1. Sneddon

10110,; 1I110\\" :-'- ItOU'~

.\ irs Ceorgc E. , Dnwn inJ:. chairman
Winslo ...· Amcv
Mrs. lohn A Owvnne
!\:urman Herreshott
Frank .\\.lUfJ n . III

r rc ruar
loscph K. On, ch.nrm.m
I'a trick T . Co n ley
Rkh ald H arri ngtnn
Roger \V. Shatt uck
MI S l'hmcav Sprauuc

\l (\\ln~S lll r

W alte r R. !\.1drt ll1 , clldi rmllo
M rs. lohn Cady
Mr s. Dixwcll Golf
Mi ss Renh'l C recnouuh
Mr s, S. Bradford Thrgfcy

M I ! SEU .\ t

I\1 r ~ . Charles Robinson, lr I:ht/i rmdn
\Vmslow Ames
Havard Ewing
Xurm.m Herreshoff
'''''erh K. On

rl'lllICATIO"'~

'co nn a n T. Hull!."s cht/lrnJao
GJHl'f! D. Byrnes
franc is H. Ch afcc .\ t n.
Ho ugh lOn P .\k lea!f, tr.
lames F. Rei lly

1 . I~ RA RY

Thomas R, Adams, cll<l irmll/l
Malcolm C . Chace, III
lod Cohen
Ch.rrles W. Farnham
Alh" rt E Lowncv

"'llnlr
lohn H . Drurv ChdHlIl<lO

f .\ turns Cochran
Rnhe n H. Goff

The Execu tiv e Board is composed 01
rhc ofncers chairmen of the stan d
ln~ comrmuce, members at large:
Genrg..- C DJ \"is, Duncan Hunter
.\l;l ur,m, Swa n C. Sherman, the di
r",cln r; and Elliott E. Andrews, stale
ll],r,"i,m, ex oific:io ,
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The Rh ode hland HislOJiu l Society

Nccrolol>n' Li st 1968

MJ F Emm ons Alexander
Mrs. wm.H Buffum
OJ Paull; Bur~ess

Dr .....t adelatne R Brown , :-'1.0.
Mr . Elijah E. Brownell
~tr Fred erick C. Bryant
~tr Frands Chia vertm
~1r Elisha C Durfee
Mrs L PIerce Emers on
MIss Addie .\ \ GaRe
Mrs, How.ard lnhnson Greene
.\ 1r.loo;e ph wa rren Greene , IT.
'h~ Frederi ck R. Haza rd
~\rs Frank A Heffernan
~1r Alexander T Hmdmareh
Mr . Frederic I. Hunt
Mrs . Hamson R. Huntoon
:\1r \ \"ashmgwn I rving
Mr Sidnev A Kane
.\\ I ~S Gert rude S Keefe
,\ \ r Roben L Kn i..:ht.lr
Hon. Ben jamin F Lindemuth
,\ l rs Harold L hbdison
,\Ir Dudlcv C. Mufidd
.\ \ r tes ter F " 'or'\('
a ev. Herman Gran
Mr, Thomas I, Pickeri ng. h .
MISS,\ lary T Ouinn
Mr. lloyd A Rnbsnn
Dr . William B. R0J:",rs
.\Ir , Lawrence R Rnmaine
,\ h s Rober t Saher. 1r
:\1rs, Ke nne th Shaw Safe
:\1rs Cla rence E. Sherman
M rs lose ph S Sinclair
xtr. George E. Smkt nson
M r. Brockholst M . Smi th
Prof w tlt S Ta ylor
Mr. Max well Turner
M rs. Charles S. Wood
Mrs. M . Dav is Viray
Mrs, Edwin 1'. YounJ:
M r. L Douglas YOUrl.!:

The Rho de leland His ionca l Societ y

One Hundred anti Forty-xevcnth Annual Alecting

The one hund red and Io rtv-sevcnrh An n ual Meet ing o f
Th e Rhode leland His torical Socle tv was held Sunday,
lanuarv loJ, 1969 at! ' '10 p.m in the libra ry.

President Brad ford F. Swan called the meeting to o rde r
with .lpprnxlm.ltclv nne h undred and rweruv-tive memo
hers present and su~e"ed that ,:ls copies of all Committee
Reports were avntablc rn the room to members. the read 
101: of them he omitted.

Th e I'rcvid cnr urJ!:ed everv member 10 make the Soden'
more euccuve h)' individual effort. bv making known to
people the need- o f J..hn Bru....n Hou5-C' and the library
Jcc el'ol'oiool'o and funds . and volunteers. A new lecture hall
and exhihil ....·i n~ .l re need ed .\lone\" is the life blood of
any 1lI.i::lni;:al inn and !lSIOJ!: cost must mean increased in
co me 10 carrv n n with success p rogress in man v fields

The repnn of the :-<'"minarinR Com m itt ee was read lin
th e abse nce 01~1u Phineas SpraRl!e, Chairman1by Mr s
Ch arles C. Horton Iisling rbe of ficers and com m itt ee memo
he rs to serv e unnlthc nut Annual xteeun s Copies of
th i ~ repon hOld been m ... ilcd 10 each member. Upon morion
dulv made .lnd seconded u was unamrnouslv voted that
th e slate of c fficerv and cnmrtu ttcc members he elected by
th e Sccrerarv e~~ ll n .l: one ballot. T hcv ....ere so elected

:\l r. Swan then introduced Mr. Kirk, the Di rC(lOT. with
praise for his accomplishments durin~ the past vca r. Mr.
Kirk told o f plans, elaborate and vi ta l, for the futu re of
lohn Brown House and the Lrbrarv, and of the prob lems
aml :ls'Cts of a museum house and of an old societv th at ,
.IS It approaches. Its one hundred an d fift iet h annive rsary,
has acqui red rare trea~lIIes alon!,: With aruclcs not of grea t
value. With the hell" of manv worke rs. volu n teers and sta ff,
it is hoped rha t Ioh n Bto....-n House may he returned to its
actual con dmon of Il'H11O J few wars and th at the catalog
ing 01all itcms ma v he connn ucd to cnmplcuon. Ne w edu
canonal prugr.r ms heRun dunn): th e r J H vea r we re ou tli ned .

Mr. Klvhl·r..:, rhe Lihrannn, emphasized the needs of th e
Lihr arv, addinonal su fi and volunteers to so rt an d catalog
and preserve li terally thousa nds of manuvcnprs th at are
untouched .111,J neglected. He would lik e to h ave 0 111 in vnl
uublc collections nude eas ily available to att rac t in large r
numbers f:l111011S scholars to " \11 Librnrv which is more
than wort h y uf thei r .rucnuon.

T hc mCCllllJ: ndkuuncd at .Ll,() 1'.111 .
Respectfully submit ted,
~tAR Y H EBERT BOU IS
A,~j~l<ln! Sccrciorv

I
I

-



The Rhode Island HiswriCloI Sociely StlIl("m("nf ot General FunJ
Un<Illocated Re~irlSand Expenditures
frat ended tune 30, J968

.l, 57.U 7 S4,6Ot 92

ucu.n '
Dun
Conrubunons
Su"te of Rhode Island
State of Rhode Island-

mu:rohlm
CIlY of Providence
Patriotic socrenes
Library vales
Furniture exhibition
recei pts

Ourstde services
Special lectu res
""1 1~cellaneous

Tr ansfe rs from othe r
Innd for curre nt
opc tanons ,

Spl"cial use reser ve
fun ded [refu rbis h
John Brown Housel S 5,6:'9.52

Consolida ted endow
mcnt Inco me

Restricted fund
Income

S1.JM9.00
6.9lot6.60

21,0Xl.00

1,200 ,00
2,OOJ,OO

23<;00
1.01.1,07

,l6".'J4
I ,JIl2.6"

207.0 1
624.">(i

113.1J69.75

u,r I';OITU~H '

Salarln
r'ensron
S"clal 5«UTIt\' taxes
Di reclors' disc retionary

fund
Supplies
Telephone
Mem bersh ip
Librar y
Quaker material

pu rchases
M use um
Lectu res
Puhlicatlons
Heal , light, and
h"lI~e kcerin"

C ruundv
lIuiIJ in" ,
Insu rance
Group insurance and

Blue Crnss
Special Insu rance
....ticrotrlm

State
Other

l' rofes~ l una l fees
.\ 1Iscellaneous
Equipment
Rcfurbrshmg expenses
-c-Iohn Brown House

TOTAL UI'l ,"DITURH

lXCHS OF

lXl'l~[)I TU~h

OVER

~EV1~U1S

11-'-100
.U,P J l

51.]71 J(j

J ,I66M

12"1 ""

U ,U,l
1';:.0:;2

9J2A;
1.6;7 M
::i,H70.77

1,921 2;
9,OJJl\

<,1<)0,;6
7 .HK' I II

.1,-1 26 ,<; 7

.1,7.1 1.9.1
1,1'J2 HJ
1,707"Q

I .Hn7:;

"moo

.1 ,5-17,.12
60000

J.oU.lO
2,.161'.1.3

5.65952

120,770.19

IS 7.700.74)
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