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Re-enfranchisement of Rhode Island Negroes

The Negro in Rhode Island regained the righ t to vot e

in the politica l tu rmoil result ing from a movement 10

expand the suffrage for whites and from the Do n War.
What di scri minati on took aw ay in IH12, th e bla ck

community won bac k in IK4 1· IH42 by having
established itse lf as a body w ith wh ich to he reckon ed

and by hel ping the w inning side in th e s tru~1<~

bet ween co mpeting wh ite for ces,

In th e decade after the War of IH12 m any Sla tes ,
includm g N ew Yor k, Co n necticut , and Massach usetts .
went th rou gh a period of su tf ra,i!;e reform . Ge ne rally

they democratized the fran chi se, Rh ode Isla nd res isted
this t rend, but she sha red another im pulse wh ich aim ed
at disen franchis ing black voters Con necticu t eli mi

nated N egro su ffrage in 1817, an d N e"" York raised
dtscnrmnarory property qualifications in HIlI.
Rhod e Island altered its franchise law in Hill so th at

only white male ad ults were eligible to be " freemen"
In part rhrs action was possi ble because Rhod e Island
N egroe s were few in n umber, disorganized , and
econom ically and poli ti call y impo tent. The develo p

ment 01a community spi rit an d bl ack inst itutions in
the next tw enty yea rs was to be an im port ant factor
when a n ew ch ance for en franc h isement came in

1841-1842. By th e tim e of th e Don Rebellion, N egro es
co ns t ituted a self -con scious body which for ced riva l
polit ical gro u ps to tak e notice. I

Af ro-Am erican s were only a sma ll pa n of Rhode
Island 's popu lat ion , hen ce self-respec t an d art icu lation

were al l the more im port ant if th e dom inan t white
co m m uni ty was 10 lis ten . The U nited States Cens us
co un ted 3,138 bl acks in a total po pu lation of 108,837

°Mr. Lemons IS ASSistant ProfC'S!IOr of Hlsw f)' .11

Rhode Island College. Mr , McKenn.:! is a Rraduale
stu dent at th e University 01Connecucur.

lultan Rammelka mp, "The providence NeRIO Com mu
nity , IIl20.1842," Rhude t.< land HI' wry. v. 1, no. I.
(January 19~IlL 20-.\.1. Irv i n~ f1a n leu . From Slave 10

Cit izen' The Swry 01 the Ne~fO In Rhode bland
[Providence: Urban League of C rearer Providence, 19:>4 1.

by f. Stanle y Lemons and Michael A McKenna-

in Rhode Isla nd in 1840. While N ewport, Cranston ,
Bristol. Sou th Kingstown, an d Wa rwick co nt ained

sil':n ificant n umbers of Negroes, Prov idence h ad th e
larg est concent ra tion , near ly 50 percen t of th e to tal.

T he C ity Ce ns us of 1835 numbered IH.054 whites and
1.223 bla cks . th e 1845 City Census found 30.2 66 wh ites

an d 1,4H I N egroes. Fu rther mo re. s ince only males co uld
vo te, th e potential number of vote rs in the Afr o

Am erican community was relat ively luw. The United
Sta tes Ce nsus recorded 661:\ "c olored men" ove r the age
o f twen ty -four in 18-W an d &30 between the ages oi
twe nty and fifty yea rs old in 1850.2 As one consequence

o f thi s sm all nu mber of potentia l voters, black demands
te nded to be me t wnh expedient action by wh ites.
N evertheless, the creation of a vocal, self -conscious

black commuru tv forced the various wh ite fac tions in
the su tlrage controversy and in th e Dorme tu rm oil to
deal w ith the issue of votes for Negroes .

Rhode Islan d Negroes we re disorganized u ntil the
I820s ; but by th e la te 1830s they had develop ed a viral
com m un ity life in Providen ce. complete wi th ch urches ,
schools, frat ernal societies. bu sin esses, an d reform
orga n iza tions, Th e op en ing of Provid ence 's firsl

all-black church. the Afr ican U n ion M erting House.
in IS20 began the peri od o f sign ifican t develo pm en t.'
T he Negro chu rch was one of th e ea rlies t exam ples of
black co nsc iousn ess and ha s nu rtured Negro protest

from th e tim e of Bishop Rich ard Allen of Phil adelphia
in the late eigh teen th centu ry to Dr. Mdrrin olut her

King. II., an d the Reverend Jesse Jackson in the pr esent
By IH-W Pro viden ce had fou r all- black ch urches, an d
amon g th e ministers w as Alexander C rummdl, a recent

,~5·.s 2, lames T. Adams . "Disfranchisement of Negroes in
New EnRland," A merlctln Hl<fClIlcal Review. XXX
IAl"n l 191.1 \,5-1';''>46.

2 I- D. S. Degow. SILl lJ<IK<J1 VIl.'W 01 the lJnJlrd Std res
IWu hinKlOn: Beverly, Tu ck. 1I'-'W1. 6-3 . Edwm .\1 . Snow.
C('n ~1H ,,{ ' hI' Cil}'o f Pro1'ldence. Tdkr n IIIlulv, 1855
[Pruvrdence Know les, Ant hony &. Co., 11IS61, Apr l" ndix.
9·11. "T able of Popula tion ." broadside, 18-12.
RIHS Library.

,l Rammclkamp, 10,

•
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Prov ldtnce's fir' l dlI ·bJdck church, open td In 1820, be~n
lh e ptrlOd of sl,ltnr fica n l dt\'tlopmtnf of lhe Ne,ltTO
commumry. Thi s pc ruon of an 1823 map of Provldtnce
shows l he loca rion 01 the AITlc<lll Um on MUling
HOUle 1/6L Am(llI,lt roday's Itmdmalks locared on mis
secnon of Ihe map art rhe F,rsr Bapfl.\! Church 141,

•
•
,
•
•

l)o,wll,olll Map 01 th~ Tow" 01 P'O~,d~hOl! f,OlII"''''41 ' ''IV..,. by
D<uud Anth oDy.IU3

rht FHSl Congle~ lIondl Church which is roday's F,lst
UOlWrian Church 151. rhe Episcopal Church {7J,
Ihe COUrl House (3/ and Ihe Markel Hou~ IJ) .
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/'-"dll 'ftJm "\~r ol , he ell" ,,' rfO.,J~nc< ''''''' """"I ,u",., ,,,
Cu .h,n!"nd W" IIIn!, f><.N

"Jjy 18<UJ Providence hllll fou r al/·black cl1Urche~." On lh l'
portion of <I map of liNg l!Je re <Ire llho ir1dic,HCd fWO public
<choule for Nell.Hl ch i/du ll. The church ... are Zion.< /IlL
,\-feelmll. Slreel '.1 11. Chwt Church ,86! . <lnd
S",:ond Freewill ll3J ! T h e .~(· hool.~ <Ill' n 3/ on M l'l' rin li.
.~ treer and 1/J.1! on Pond Snee r
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Richllrd AlJen. founder 11IlJ fin! RBho p of the
Air1Clln MrthodlH EPI'c'Opd l eh lln·h.

110m D"""n~" o....men'.... Po"'~". fv.:...,. , "'"'Ii..... llon ., Jne .. 1961).

amval from th e N ew York st ruggles for equal suffrage ,
The church wok a leading role in ed ucational dev elop
mems in Providence . From its heginning th e African

U nion Meetm !,: House sporadica lly ran a school. In
I~36 thc Reve rend I. W. l ewis est ablished th e N ew
England Union Academy. Another school for N egroes

opened on Pond Srrcct in 18"7, an d th e Ci ty of
Providence voted in Il:lJH to suppo rt two schoo ls for
Negro children . From almost uni versa! ill it era cy in
uno. the illite racy rnte among Provi dence Negroes fell
to half by I~~O . 4 Frmernal socie t ies and ref orm groups
appeared, indicat ing that the black communi ty sha red
the Am er ica n enthusiasm lo r joining volunta ry

organiza tions. T he second oldest chapter for N egroes
of the M asonic lod;:e W.IS begun in Providence in IH26.

T he 1H20s saw the ap pearance 01 the Mutual Rel ief

~ Rammel kamp , 16·21 william I Brown . T he lile o f
W II l1'Jln [, Brown Ilr rmnJence. R I . (Providence
AnKell s- Co. lKKJI, !l..H~

" RdmmdkJmp. ll . 29·\1 Brown. 129-1]1

6 RJmmel kJmp, 13 Brown, .w--~1. Elleanor Eldridge.
,\lemolf\ 01 f /leonor f ldu dxe [Providence: fl . T. Albro,
18-121.70-71

Sociew and the Young Men 's Uniun Fun ds Society .
T he temperance crusade produced the Pro vidence

Tempera nce Society in IK,32 at a meeti ng where Iorw
" too k the pledge ." Negroes we re active in the anti
slavery crusade an d recei ved stimu lation an d

enc ou ragement fro m W ill ia m Lloyd Garrison in ne ar by
Boston after 1829. Altogether Negroes h ad seven
soc ie t ies by the eJ rly Ig~Os . s

Wor king aga in st great nb ...ia cles and without aid,

Negroes slowly buill up modest busi ness and fina ncial
holdings. By Ig·H these included groceries, candy
sto res, shoe repair sh op s, and secondhand clothing
stores. In Itl2l the total worth of black pr operty was

approximately SIO,OCKl By 1&391he estimate ranged
between SJ5,<XXI and SSO,CXXJ. Iohn Hazard, a clothier,
was worth Sl,700; Edward Barnes, a grocer, was w·ort h
S2,9<Xl ; and Elleancr Eldridge, a whnewasher, owned
real estate valued at S~ ,IXXl MOSI amazing, two-thirds
of the Negroes in Providence Iiv-ed in their own homes.'

The economic and social advances prod uced men
who protested aga inst discrimination and pressed for

greater rights . Men li ke the ministers Alexander
Crummell and Jerem iah Asher, William I, Bro wn ,

a shoemaker. Ransom Parker, J teacher, an d lames
Hazard , th e clothier, forcefully advanced th e position
of blacks and made the white community consider
their argu me nts. When Prov idence sought to levv tax es
on Negro propert y, rbc cum mun iry reacted by arguing

that taxation w ithout represe n tat io n was unfai r.
A protes t m eeting at th e Afr ican Union M eet ing
House elec ted George C. W ill is, a laborer, as its

chairman and Alfred Niger, a barber, to be sec retary .
Roth were ac t ive co llaborators of W ill iam Lloy d
G arriso n in the ant i-slav ery movement. W illis, N iger,

Edward Ham es, and Ceorge M cCarthv , a tr ad er ,
peti tioned the Gene ral Assembl y for ei the r th e vote or
relief from taxat ion. A few representatives were favor
ably di sposed , recogn izing the justice of the argument ;

ho we ve r, ot he rs objected stre nuously, " ha ll a N igger
be all ow ed togo to the polls and t ie my vote ? N o,
Mr. Spea ker, it can' t be.:" The legislatu re vot ed to

7 Brown, 116. f1 all lelt ,3K

8 Unued Stales Con gress House. Select Committee,
Repon No. 546, "Rhode Island -c- In te rferencc of the
Executive III [he AffaIrs of," 28lh Com., rse Sess. ,
Jun e 7, I~. rr .2, 11. Chilton WiIliam!KJn . Amer ican
Suff r<JKe From Propl'lly w D ..mocmcy. 17W-J H60
(ptm CelOn Pnnceron Umverstev Press. I%OJ. H5.
Prov idence toumct. •\lJ)' J, 1S41.
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EJle<1nor Eldri d~t'. 11 whlt l.'l""l'h cr , ownl'd tell/ t'.111l11'
valued <II S4.m In /8 39

f,om \lomo". 01 IJiuno r Udndlo (,,,,,,,donce. 18Jl1

exempt them. This episode on the eve of the suffrage
struAAle of IK41 revealed the black community to be
ready to take 3dvant3,!;e oi any divisions among
the w lutes

Great division existed In Rhode Isla nd, being tr aced
along social, economic, religious, and ethnic lines.

Rhode leland was the only stale by IH40 which sn ll
confined the franchise to freeholders . The frame of
government was the colonml charter granted in 166.3,
and the freeholders tenaciously resisted efforts to
expand the suffrage . As Rhode Island became more
industrialized atrcr the war of 1812, il growing

propertyless population agitated ior the vote. Even

9 Marvrn E Cerrlem an and Noel P, Conlon . eds.,
"Respu nscs III the Rhodc Island \'iUlkln,l:men's Reform
A,l:italion oi IlHJ ," Rhodl' hlm,d HI<lfH)'. v 28, no .;
(Augu\t 1%9), 7S·9-1 \1,· llliaml-on . 1-12·2:;O Arthur .\bv
Mowr v. Tht' n",r \'1m or Thl' Consnnnmnat 51mAAIe
In Rhodl' i,fanillPrtI\ldencc Prcvtun t.. Round s. 1901 1.
3-l-4-! . Iacob Encce . concise HI' WH' of the Efiorl~ w
Ob l"m <1n fJC /('" I'on 0' 5u;Uu).'.e In Rhodl' tsland, From
rhl' ¥e" l.< lR1I II) 184211'ru\'lJe ncc :\100re, 11421.21-37

10 Frieze. JO.

worse hom the standpomr of many of the old stock
was the Iacr that the industrial population was

Increasin~ly ImelRn ·horn and Roman Catholic. The
errecr oj the trechold q uahfi cuno n in Providence was 10

reduce the proport ion ot trcemen In the city from
50 percent In \7I)0 10.n percent in IR.H. The

Pw vldenn ' IOUIn<1/ vaid the number of freemen in the
s ta te In I S~() ,",'.Is 11 ,!3IJoUI tJ126,lXXl males. Further.

mor e, because 01malappornonmcnr of the legislature,
.1 OOul one- third 01 th e eligible voters ele cted d mammy
oi the reprcsentdtives.8

Almost cont in uo us aJ:ll<It ion for the vote extended
irom the tat e H12o.. 9 W orkingmen such as Seth Luther,
a huu\ewrlght . and william Tillinghast, a barber, led
workingmen 's c tfo rts; and they were joined by sympa

th et ic tr eeholders th e mnvt fam ous ot whom was
Th oma - Doer. Alt hough Don acnvely supported the
ann-staverv mov em ent an d worked for Negro rights,

he could n ot ove rcom e the "whucs on ly" attitude of
most In th e su HrJJ:~' movem ent. Indeed, when th e
Rhod e Island Su tfraKe Avwciation became a regularly
consnrured orxanizanon in March IS40, il decided to

accept as mcmher , only "rtdnvr- nor n white male

.:mZt'fh ul rht' Unifl·d .\ I<1r('\:· and adopted as its object
" a liberal cxrcns m n 01 suilrage 10 the native wh ile male
cmzens 01 the Unued SI.lt~'S, resident in Rhode
Island "Ill How ever, by autumn a reorganized A\socia.
linn broadened us obie cnvc-, The N ew A,l:c and

Cun ' lIt uljo n,11 AdvlIt'u rc, the organ of the Suffrage
Associannn, declared In December that it wanted
" u n iversa l sulfr.lge " and that 011 one should be

excluded It In l.'l~l the SuffraJ.;e Party held a series oi
mass meetings and called an eXtralegal convention to

write J consutuunn tur the stale. Thev held an election
in )uly lur delegates to the Suff rage or People's Conven.
rion, and declared the VOlin;.: 10 he open to all ma le
citizens regardless 01 nativity or race a In fact, few
blacks were permitted m vote ,I.1

Negro lenders tried to unite with the suffjhge

movement and to get it III act on thei r behalf, but
,lIlti ·Nt:J:rll pre judice was too suunK within the

II "!\iI:w A.(t· an d ComrltllllOn"j Advncuil'. December a.
IIWO U, S ConJ.: ress. Rq 'm l .....u.546. IOS·I09.
Mowry, SO-S I

11 Elish ~ R Pott er, Ccmstdctctums oi lhf C)lIf,non< oi tl,l'
A,tO/' IWI/ 01 a Cun'tllurltm and EXlf n' lOn 01 SufH<1ge III

RhoJ.' h/<Jnd IBnston webb, 11'-111. 17,

IJ Pro\',dente kmmal, ",crtt'm hcr I'> and Ill, 1141. Peter J.
Colema n. The TTlln'/ormUlmn ", Rhode "land. 1790
1RhO Il'rondence Brown Uni" crslty Press, 196.l1.17-l
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Sutfra,i:e Party and In the People's Co nvent io n . At a

meeung or th e Su tfra,i!;e Party In September IK·U , the
execunv e commutee presented nominations for
t rea..urer A mamntv report supported Alired Niger,
and a. minority report favor ed Thomas G reen . when
so meone objected sa. yi n,i!; that Niger was a Negro, the

meeting was rhrown Into coniusion and the maioruy
report rejected The very person rcspon ssblc for
nommanng Nige r turned nut to be a well -known

opponent of Negro suNrage , and he expla ine d that he
had done this to ter ce the Party to decide finally upon

th e issue oi N egr o ..utf ra):e. His mtennon was sim ply to

"s moke out" pro-N egro scn nmen t in the Pany .H
The People's Co nvcnuo n con vened in early October,

and on the cru ci al questi on of su tfra.xe it proposed to
liberalize th e Iran chrsc ior all white males, incl uding

the torcign-bom. but exclu ded the Ncgrn. Before thc
provision wa s vot ed upon, Alexander C ru m mell ied a.
comm m ce o f Negro spo kesm en to present a remon
strance 10 the Convention , urging them not to ignore
th e black community . The petition wa s signed by lam es

Hazard, Ransom Parke r, lchabod Northup, a laborer ,
Samuel Rod man , aIabnrcr, and George 1. Smi th, a
coach rna n. I'; They prote..ted that exclusion on aCCOUD!

oi color was unwarranted , ant i-rcpuhlican . an d
de..trucuve in crlcct They decla red , " We have long,
an d ..... ith but li ttle aid, been working our way up to
respecrabihtv and competence." Despite di scrimination
and discntranchr scment . " w 1,' have, nevertheless, been
enabled to possess our..elves o f the means and advan

rages of rel igion , intelligence, and property ... we
unhesitatingly assert th at we ..... iII not sutle r by a.
comparison with our more priv ileged fellow-citizens of
the same rank, in either reli gion , virtue, or in dustry ."

The petition argu ed tha t rhe United States ha d been
founded on the principle th at all m en wert' created free
..nd equal an d tha t exclusion would viola te tha t
princi ple . Fmally. they said that diseniranchisement
begat a sense of mtenuntv an d les..encd the sense of
in d ividual wort h . "S urely, it must sicken the so ul, an d

14 The en tire episode is reponed in the Prov iden ce toumat .
September 27,184 1.

IS Rammeikamp, .lD. U.S. Congress . Report No.S46.l1J .

The Rt\' l' u nd AJu anda Crummtll

laV "Y UlI hom Hn~, " W..,ld y, Apn l 14. 1_

ca t out th e heart of any people." T hey wa rned that
disc rim in ation on the bas is of co lor might be the
wa rrant for future ex clusions on cqually irrelevant

di stincti on s. "ITl he an n als of nation s clearl y tea ch th at
there is alwa ys danger in de pa rti ng from cle arly defi ned
and u nive rsa l t ru ths, an d resorting to untusriflable and
in vidiou s pania. li t ies ." 16

Jo U.S. Congress, Rl'plJrl No. 546.1 11 ·1 13.

17 New A,\:e and ConH ifUfiml<J1 Advowte , Oct. 22, 1l).;1.

18 Williamson. 252·25.\.



The pennon had little ettccr. After limited debate th e

Con venu on voted ~6-lx to retain rhe " .....hue" in
rhe su tl rage clause A tew delegates tel t that a grave
error had been made. Beniamm Arnold of Portsmouth
"aid, " It only hite cit izens .....ere allo ....-cd to vote, the

.....crd Whitt' ou ld become a daAAer in the bosom of ou r
cause." Opponents argued that NeJUu sutfra,i!;e .....ould
reopardize the .....hole project and that II .....as a matte r 01

gernng IS,OX) disenfranchised ..... lutes the vo te aga inst

a te ..... hundred blackst" The People's Co nven tio n
adrou mcd unul November 1.'\ to permit public
considcranon of the proposed constitution, When th ev

reconvened . they attempted to mollify Negro and
abolitionist opposition by including nc ar the en d in
Article XIV, paragrap h 22. a stipula tio n that the

question ot .....h crhcr to retai n the word " whi te" .....ould
be put to a referendum aft er th e constitu tiun .....JS

rarified T hen the Co nven tion approved th e

constit ut ion an d set th e date fo r th e vote for
December 27-29 ,1841.

Negroes objected to the exclusion . "Negroes. wh o
considered themselves more American tha n the

naturalized Ioreign -bo m , protested vigorously to Dorr
and 10 rhe Rhode Island Ann-Slavery Soc iely ." 18 The

abuliuolllsts felt betrayed because they had acnvelv
.....o rked in the sutfrage movement . T h e November
meeun..: of the ghode Island Ann-Slavery Society
denounced the People's Convention decision as
"co....-ardlv and hypocritical." T he Society protes ted

directly to the Convention when II reconvened in
November and went before il In argue againsr N egro

exclusion, but to ln dc avail. Consequcntlv, the
Ann-Slavery Society's executive committee issued a
circu lar ca lling on all abolitionists to .....o rk vigorousl y

:Ig:lln st the proposed co nst itu t ion . Frederick Douglass
and five oth er lead in g ahohnoni st spea ke rs cam e in to
the sta te (0 hold rallies agai ns t th e co ns t itu t ion. Labor
gro ups and the Ne w Age den oun ced them as outside
J/{lt ators, and mob s opposed to "n tgger vo ting" hroke

up meetings in Woonsoc ket an d North Scituate. The

19 Beniamm Quarles. Fredetlck Dl>u,ua~i [Ne.... York
Atheneum, 19691,21-12. Philip S. Poner. ule and
\\'mm,p of Fnderick DOU,l:J'M fdr h· Yem.;. 1817-1849
[N e .... York ' In ternational Puhlishers, 19 <;Q], 1. -\8
Fteden ck Do uglass, tste and Tlm(' ~ oi Frederick Dou/:,Ia \ ,
(Han ford Park Puhhshing Co., 18821.150-1:>1 ,
U .S. Co ngress. Report No. 546. 11-\·116.

..pc;lke rs pe rsls ll'd and at cnrhucra..tic ralhcs rhcv raised

Sl ,o.Xl ttl oppo..... the cnnsntunon The December
mccnng III th e Anti-Slavery Soclely appoin ted
DuuRlass to a committee 10 carry the protest against th e
....... hue " clause before the Sutfra,l:e Con venuo n w he n it

reconvened in January IR~2, to count the vo res.w

Evidently the abolitionist effort had Iinle positive
ertect becau..e the vute coumm January sbow ed the
People's Consn tu n on receiving a sma'ihlllg approval oi
U.9~-I 10 52 , the largest vote ncr cast in any Rhode

Islan d election 10 that ume. Douglass la te r observed,
" T he maitl rily oj the people were evidently with the

new consutution, eve n th e word white in it chi m ed
we ll ..... ith the popula r prej udice against the colored
race , and at firsr helpe d to mak e the movem en t

pop ula r." ·lJJ T he l ies bet .....een th e Su ffragis ts and the
th e N egroes were com ple tely CUt, hut so me tenuous
connections had develo ped between the conserva t ive

freeholders an d the bla ck s. In th ei r oppos it ion to the
Sutf ra/{c Constitution, th e freeh old ers had wel comed
the abolmonisr spe ake rs in late HI"I and contribu ted

money to their campaign.U
In po int nf fact , Rhod e Island's Negroes got little

support from the co nservatives fo r the fran ch ise.

Various articles appeared in the an ti-suffrage
" ruv/(fencc !ourna! in Sep tember and October chiding
the Suth;1ge Party for their hypocrisy on th e issu e of
votes for Negroes.v In November 18-41 , a l egal
[t reeholdersl Convention .....as convened to write a state

cons ueuuon , and like the People 's Constuunon the
drait proposal ex cl uded Negro suffrage . The m ost
crucial difference was the high restr ict ion s on the
ad m ission of foreign -born vo te rs in the l egal Co ns ti tu

t ion , Th e overwhelmi ng approval given the People's
Co ns t itution on ly heighten ed th e alarm in th e minds of
th e freeholders. The Legal Co n ven tion reconvened in
Fehruary 11'42, to complete th e dr afting of its constitu

tion . They revised their su ffrage requi reme n t to perm it
a ll nat ive-born .....h ite males to vote whil e reta ining a
hi gh barrier agarnsr th e foreign -born . It stilfexcluded

20 ()lIu.l:lass. 152 .

21 Ouarles. 22.

22 rlm'ldeo , e IClUmal, September IS, 17,18,27 ;
October I, 1-4 . 25. 18-41

•
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the Negro but leh the matter 01 Negro suffrage to the
discretion of the legi slature .

The exposed nerve in the freeh olders' political body
was the prospect of being ove rw helm ed by lower-class.

fore ign· born, Catholic voters, Fren ch Canadian and
Irish Immigrants began coming to New England in
substa n tia l numbers in th e HI3().;. ; and their presence

cause d growing concern am ong th e old-stoc k.
Proresram population oi all classes The United States
Cens us, recording natinty for the first time in 1850,
reveal ed that 16.2 percent o f Rhode Island's population
was foreig n-born and almost 70 percent of them from
Ireland. Providence C ity Ce ns us in 11iJ5 counted 1,005

iore ign ers . an d lound 5,965 In I IWS, In the early 18-IDs

immigrant families already consnnn ed as much .1S a
thud of th e peo ple in some Cu m be rland mill tow ns•.D

The freeh older s cam paigne d vigorously to win
ap proval 0 1 the u:gal Consti tution in a vo te held
March 2 1·1.\,11\-12.T hey teared that ns rere cnon might
lead someho w to the adoption o f the People's Consutu
lion They upcnlv app ealed to nauvrst fears . !~ One

elecuon broa dsid e declared that foreigner s had no
direc t clai m on any sta te to be ad m itted to the vote.
" By the Peu ple's Constitu tio n; sho uld it go in to
opera tio n, a lar gl; bod y oi foreign er s already in the

State, wo u ld be brnu ght immediately III the polk"
,'\\ort: would be en couraged to come and augment the
num be r " T he reby our native me chanics and working

men would sutle r by the cornpeunon . for labor ; and
th e balance 01political and civil power would
Inevuahlv be pla ced in th e hand, of emigrants from
foreign co un tr ies, wh u would, either drrecrly or
mdrrectlv conu ol the Sta te. Let native American

citizens pause and reflect , and honestly decide, if they
are or arc nut willing to become subject to such
control ; and then act accordingly ." l , More extreme
was a broadside with the dr amatic heading: "Native

American Citizens! Read and Take warning!" It called

!3 Coleman . !l'}·2.\O. ! -t.!·!4fl Sn"'...', K. 10. Kurt B, Maver
Econunllc /)1,\ ·.' I" I,ml'nl ,md POrl/llltllm Grow th In

Rhod" hl<Jnd [Providence Bm.....n Umversnv Press.
19'>,\1. 41 Larrv Amhuny Rand . "The Know-Nothing
Panv In Rhode bland." Rhodt· hltlnd Hivunv, ,. 23. nu. 4
[Oc tober 1%4 1. 102·11(, Caroline- F. ware. '
Em ly N t w En ){/an d Corron ,\f<Jnulodure
(Boston: Houghton Mitllin, 193 11 , ch . 8

14 Williamson,2~·25'i . Chilton WIlliam son . " Rhode Island
Sutlu,ltc- Sm ce th e- Don War ." N tw En )l(lan d QUllrt erh·.
XXVIII IM.lIIch 19':;51,301 . Rand, 106-107
Coltman.27 J ·274

25 "Comparison:' broadSide, 1841, RIHS library

upon all "Ch rist ians" 10 vote tor the Legal Co nst itut ion
on March 11 - 1.~ , warning that It will protect against

J Catholic takeover
Would you be iustnicd 1II rClnlin.l: il . and in

oJopting ,mother which wi/1 p1<1('c yo ur government.

vcur civ/I and pol / rlt'al rn~r/ tu tlOn~. you r pub lic schools,
and pNh<1p.~ your teli~ious privileges. undcr Ih e runt rol

Of the Pope 0/ Rom e, rhlOu,l:1I lIlt, medium ot thousill/d.,
of naturalized torcrgn Cathlllies~ Rhode-Islanders

Are von prepa red to we '" C/llIol1e Hi~llOp. ",r the

head 0/ a poue of Cd/holle Prinl.s. and a b,md of their

\t'Tvile dependerus. hJke Ihe ,idd!O .mp\'C1l your

mvnrunons. under Ih(' ,anCllon of Q .St,Hl"eOlhUlUtJOn

11 net. vcrc ior rhe Con\UtutlOn now pre~('nrt'd to ynu.
which h wcll ealculalt'd uspIOteelyou ,rom such I1buse~,

Ironically the n ame signed at the end w as
"Roger Williams."l'

The ca m paign was waged b)' th e conservanve

ireehold ers o n ther r bes t issue, and they near ly earn ed
th e day lor th eu cons tn unun. The cons urunon lost by
676 VOtes Out of 16,701 cas t. How eve r. the def eat leit
th e con te nding forces at an irnpavse with th e Suffrage

Party holding an extr a legal consnrution ove rw helm 
tnl/;Iy approved by the voters an d th e freeholders

han~inll: on to the 1e,.;;!1government . The Sutfragists
declared their co ns t itu tio n to he in force and sch eduled
general elections under it for April 1 8~1 , Before this
election the legal gov ernment responded with the
Algcnne Law w hi ch levied heavy penalties on anyone

accepnng othcc or exercising power under the People's
Consmunon In addition it got a promisc Irom
Pres idcnt John Tyler (If Federal support in the event 01
disorders. The effect III these efforts sho wed up in the
light vote in the People's election . Only 6,359 voted and

elected Don to he Governor. Still , rhc lcl;al government
did nOI move a~Jinst the People's government. Don
brought thc crisis 10 a head in M;IY when he led an
attempt 10 seize the Prov ide nc e Arsenal. The attack

Y, "Native Ameri can Ci tize ns! Read and Take w arnmg:"
broadside, IIl ,U i also see "Ciuzens of Rhode-Island '
Read ! Mark' Learn !" broad side. 111.\ 2. RIHS Library

!7 Brown. 159

18 Doug lass . 252

Cumn-r<H.,./1ll IIn~. fhl' Chl/Il'h at SS Pctl'l alll' POUIWlll
f\'ld"ncl" (II /he: ,l(WWIll,l( ROffllln C<JrhollC popuJotlon m
Pm'·ld"nct. Thl' hruldinJl, necupil"d a po1110n of rhl' land
wh er.. rhe Corhtdwl srunds now
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fizzled and the Dormev -cauctcd . Mm.1 of the members
ot rhe " People's Legrslarure" and the executive officers
resigned . and Don tled lrorn the stare .

The freeholders , now calhng themselves the Law an d

O rde r Party . moved to calm the snuanon . In early lune
the legislatu re called a new consti tu tio nal conven tion
to be assembled in September. T hey schedu led the
ele ction ot delegates for August and threw open th e
voting to all na Ul'l' male cinzens who could meet
a three-veer residence requirement. The black

co m mumtv, which had gravnated rov...ard the censerv a
live freeholder s after being rejected by rhc Surf ragrsts,
gladly grasped the opportunity i and they voted in spi te

of threats lrom the DorrilesIJ Fredcnck Douglass
later said, " We cared nothing lor the Don Parry on the

one hand . nor the ·1,1 .... and order' party on rhe other.
What we wanted . an d whar we labored to obtain . was <I

consti tu tion tree from the narrow. self..h, and sensele....
limita tion 01 the word wJlHt· ." l~ Forced to expend the
fra nchise, th e conservanvc freehol ders sough t allies
against the dre aded tide of the foreig n -bo rn Ind eed,
this concern caused them to extend su ffrage to all

nauve Ame rican males, The freeholders were more
prejudiced against thc foreign-born than Ihey were
against Negroes. For rherr part, the blacks rese nted t he
Suffrage Panv's concern for the foreign -born vot er

•
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while excluding native Americans only on the basis 01

color Negro leaders like Brown, Hazard, an d Par ker
otiered rhc black communi ty as a re liable all}' to the
tree holders The first proof ot the all iance was the right
to vote for delegates to the new constitutional cunven

non The next test came when Dorr returned to the

state in late lune to head an armed terce In an attempt
In serze the government

Se~rn ..urirage got a bencr hcanng In rhe LdW and
Order consnturional convention in September because
the partv had a debt 10 pav Nemec... The legislatu re in

lunc had on lv b.irclv called lo r a new conveouon when
1JOlt appea red in Chcpachcr wuh an .nrncd force.
RUl11m.. le,l(hin~ Covernor S;IOlUd \V,Hd King tol d of

,I rebel t<lICC numbe ring upward- to 1,IOll men an d
r.mnon. n-ndv to march Oil Providence .1I1d ho m hard

tlu- (lIV II It did not sur render Kin!: c.illcd nut the
llldtlLI and declured martl;,l!;lw Pro\'idence's black
comruuuuv uttered tll raise two comr,lnles anti nearly
!UI own vulunrccrcd mr them. Thc-,c men became pan

"I the Prnvrdcucc Horne Guard and helped to parro]
rhc ..trvcr- In one incidcm. Nchcrruah Knight. a
black..muh. "'a.. arrc-acd tor threJtenin":;1 law and
Order man and "as "marched rhrough the streets oi
Pro\ rdcncc to the armorv by a !:anK or ....·hite men and

lIt'X" v armcd. [mamlv ncgrocs.l and wav guarded by

ne~nll's

A.. a n-suh 01 Sc~IO support III the Donne disrup
non.., the La..... and Order Panv incurred an ohligarion
to the black commumrv which wa, repaid with the
iranchi..e. In return Negroes accepted an obligation ({J

support the LdW and Order Pan y and program in
subsequent elections. T he delegates a t the convention

In ~eptember were well aw are 01 the to uchy issue of
N egro sutirnge. It came up repe atedly an d no! un til the

29 U S Congress. Report :';0. 546, 79. .\IR·319.
.\0 Rhode bland, House: of Representatives. TournaI of the

Convenuon A'lembled to Frame a Con.ctrtutmn lor thl'
Statt of Rhodr Id<1nd, al Nrwpoll, .~tpr. 12, J842
lProvide:nce: Knowlc:o;, Ant hony 6. Co., 18591.
22, J6.37, 45, 48, 51,57.

3 1 Brown, 172.
32 "Governor Kinlfs Extra Dedie.lled to HIS Excellent}"

wuhour Perm ission : ' broadside, 1842, RIHS libu .ry.
.1.1 Brown, 159 , 161.
14 Brown, 171·173.

end of the co nvention was th e word " wh ite" finally
st ric ke n. The convention vo ted -15·15 to drop " w hite"

h om the su ffrage clausew ThIS cc nsuruucn wa s
ap proved in N ovem be r HW1, by a vo te of 7,ON-51,
an d N egroe s voted almost u na nimously for it,JI

Gaining th e vote as they did in an atmosphere
cha rged with rebelli on and nativ ism , th e bl ack
community suffered the bme mess of th e former
Suff ra,i;eParty peop le. A la rge broad..ide put OU I by th e

Domtes ancr th e final defea t in lu ne had a se ries of
cartoon.. rid iculi ng th e oppusmon O ne cn urled
"The Providen ce City Guards celebra ting th e Victory

over the Dorrttcs" had u"ly ste reo typed Negroes sh ow n
in d runke n glun ony, eating with do gs at th eir elbows.
The bl ack faces had big mouths with sha rp, cannibal 

lik e tl'elh u Some Suffrage people held the Negroes
rcspnnsible fnr Dorr's defeat, and th rea te ned 10 moh
any Negro wh o dared to vote on th e l aw and Order
cunsri tu non lJ Wi ll iam Brown recalled an un plea sant
encou nter wit h a Dorrite. T he man asked Brown if he

h ad voted. "Do yo u sup pose you a rc eve r "oin~ 10 vote
again! Your woo l wi ll grnw dll'>et ttl vou r sk ull
than it does now before you \"O tC aKam"u

T he Sulfr3Re proponent Wrlham Goodell reflected
rhrs bitterness when he charged

Up 10 May /a.~l. a., WI'know, thc ~uffray'<' part}' were
hooted at, for wbhing to <IJmit 'the low Irish and the
niggers' W Ihe polh 8m rhe tunc ha\ turned now
When the comcst carne Iau/y, to the ,word, the city
amtocltl<·y we re willmg to han' the help of Ihe mloh'd
pl'ople, the most oi w hom were rhelr dependents, thei r
labOIeH, their coachmen and Ih cir domestics. The}'
l'nwlled them as firemen, and admittedlOm(' of them
mro the military ... the Ildminio/l of rhc dependen t
cohned pcop le 10 VOle, as wcit (/1 /CJ fight. and rhe

.\5 William Goodell. The Rlym and \\"ron~ of Rhode
hl"nJ [Whitesboro. N .Y OneiJ.1 lnvntute, 1!421, 6.

.'6 Benramin Quarles. B/<1ck AhollflUnJ't.~ [:"le.... York.
Oxford Unin'lsH\' Pte's, 19691. 170-175

Thi,' /'rick buiJdjn~ <11 24 .'l.ft'l'Im~ Struf nnCl' hou"'d th..
tint public ,lchlJol lor NC,i;HJ chI/dun m PllJvid..nce.
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boast of their support, answers rheir selfi~h purposes
and is impudently rrumpetcd w their praise . ·l~

Ho w.ever true this charge ml~ht have bee n , it ignored
the fact that the black commun ity had tried 10 side
wit h the Suffrage Part y and had been turned aw ay an d
that they wtlhngly cas t their 101 with th e party which
prormsed the greatest gam . Nor did it ex plai n th e
action oi mdependent black men like William Brown ,
la mes Hazard, and Ransom Parker who supported th e
Law and Order forces.

The fact Ihat Negroes gained the vote in Rhode Island
in 18·n was actually rather remarkable when con
trasted with the trends elsewhere. In Ne w York

repeated efforts to overcome discriminatory voting
req ui rements failed from 1837 to 1860. Auempts to
win the vote In New Iersev and Connecticut were
completely without success in that per iod . Worse,
Pen nsylvania adopted a ne w constitution in Oc tobe r
1&38, whi ch d isen franc hise d black vote rs..J6 The
partic ular situa tio n in Rhode Island was un like that in
;Iny other st;l l e Here rhc real sn uggle was ove r th e
ques tio n of uni versal whirt' manhood su tfrage, an issue
essentially settled elsewhere. The re-en franch isem em
of blacks was a by-p roduct, but it would not have
occurred withou t an active, alert effon by Negroes
themselves.

n.,ch by WllIIm"" &:lilry Iroll1 lh. '''>'tid.ncc M.~ozin• . Th. Bo.rd
I>f Tr.d.I"..,n.1. ,4prrl/9/5 .

I

-,
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HOfuct .\1<1nn·~ burhpJacl' In Franklrn. M<ls'achll~eft_'_
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O ratory and Learni ng: Horace Mann at Brow n

Brown University in 1816 had an enrollment of abo ut
one hundred students and many of them, like Horace
Mann 01 Franklin , Massachusetts. came from Iiu le
farm towns ncar Provid en ce. T hese yo u ng scho lars

faced a stre nuous, broad, classical curricul um The
La ws 01the College lor IK23, fur example, show that
the freshman class rev iewed " a pa n of Vir,itil . Cicero,

and the Gree k Testame nt ," and the n stud ied "Craec a
M inora, Xenophon's Cyropoedia , Sall US! . Cicero de
Arrucma and de SCneCIUtl:, Horace, Roman Antiquities,
Sheridan 's Lectures. Aruhmenc and English
Grammar "I The stu den ts found a serious weakness in

this CUrricu lum, des pite its breadth and depth . As th ey
look pan In rote recitations, memorizing and reproduc
in g the textbook contents and the protesvors' lectures,

th ey cha fed at the Lick of up pn rt urritv lor ori ginal
rhm kin g ! O n ly in Engl i' h cotnposmon an d in
undergraduate debating sociencs could they learn to

express their own ideas T he ora l and wrrncn expres

'IOn o f ideas we re 10 plav .I vual role in Horace M a n n 's

career as a lawvcr, legislator and secretary of the
,\ \a ssach U">(' lt s Board Ilt Educanon 1I&37-IK-IRI, and
m any of his classmates also pursued ca reers dem anding

much speaking and writ ing What th en was th e natu re
oi thei r rhcmncal pr epar ati on for th is work at
Brown U ni versity, 1816· 1H191

Brow n University took its na me from Ni cholas
Brown, wh ose donation of S5,0Cl0 endowed a Professo r.

ship of Orawry and Belles Len rcs. Trtsram Burges held
rhrs professorsh ip w hen M ann was at Bro....-n. The

"Mrs. Kendall is acting chairman, Department of Rhetoric
and Pu blic Address. State Umversiev of New York at
Albany. Professor Messerli is dean of th e School of
Edu cati on, Hofstra Unive rsity.

walter C. Bronson. HUf01Y01 BlOwn Un;vtuuy
[Providence, 191.11, p. 167.

1 Alv.llh Hovey, Barn.:ls SuJts [New York, 19011, pp. 13- 14,

by Kathl een Edgerton Ken dall
and lon .:lthan C. M esserli"

required course of study gave a maier emphasis 10

rhetorical theory . provid ing that the students must
read Cicero 's Select Oratjon ~ an d De Oratore. Thomas

Sherida n's Lectures on Elocution. Hugh Blair's Lectu res
on Rhe toric and Belles Letrrcs . and Geo rge Ca m pbell's
I'/Jilo.mphy of Rhetoric;l All cl assical works had to be

read in the original Greek or latin , but that posed no
problem ior M ann. H is roommate said he h ad nev er
heard " a st uden t tr an sla te th e G reek and Roman
classics with greater facility , accuracy, and elegance.v
and M an n remained at Brown for two yea rs after
graduation .IS a tutor of Greek and Latin .

Mann rejoiced th at he studied oratory wh en th e
Iargon. ru les and precept s o f an earlier period were on
the wane . lie noted that ora tors were no lo nge r

"manufac tur ed .. . wholl y on the principles of
mechanism and handv-cran.:" He read Sheridan's
ad vice on speec h delivery, which stressed naturalness
rather than the ca regorced geslUn~s lJught in earlier
wo rks . Campbell advocated carefully reasoned
arguments, and the students worked diligently on their

logic. But Trisram Burges drilled his srudcms in
rh et oric al style above all , both w ritten and oral. H is
stu de nts ' ora lion s seemed ro aim especially for the
Cicero nean "g rand" sty le, bes t su ited to " de al with
men's mi nd s," to impla nt " ne w opinion s in men ," and

to eradicate othe r o pin ions " whi ch ha ve been long
establi shed "I> Mann, the best stu de nt in h is class and
va led ictorian hi s sen ior year. tho ug ht oratory the
supreme art: " ... the po wer of the o rator verges

3 Bronson.

4 ludgc Burtun, in a lett er til Mary Peabody Mann, quoted
in ufe 0 / Horace M lII1/l. by Mary Peabody Mann ,
cent enn ial edit ion (W;lIshi nRlOn, D ,c., 19.17). pp. 16-17 .

:'i Horace Mann, " lecture Delivered before the United
Brothers Society." March 10, 1819, Horace Man n Papers.
M;lIss.;lIChusctl s Historical Society, Boston [h erea fter
referred to as MHSI.

6 Cicero 's Oraror, f rom Orau ons of .\1arcu.~ Tullius Cicero .
translated by C. D. Younge , IV (London , 18511, pp. 409-410.
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T IlHam Bl.lr"t s. PlO' t 5S0f 0 / Or<lwry and Belles UlfUS.

towards the aunburc oi Omnipotence. The spi ri t of

man is in his hands and he leadeth him whithersoever
he will ." •

Mann learned 10 write by ....·rit ing and to speak by

..peaking But 10 each case he co ncentra ted upon the
logic and th e li te rary sty le of his argu men ts, ra ther th an
on resear ch to suppo rt them T hus. he co uld writ e over
thi rty short (under one rhousa nd wordsl English essay s,

eac h on a ditfcrcru to pic. and receive plus m ark s from
his ins truc to r, with li tt le nr no reference 10 statistics or
specific examples." Late r, during h is eleven years as
sec re tary of the Massachusetts Board of Educat ion ,

7 M.ann, " Lecture.

8 M.ann's college composi tions, 1816-1819. MHS,

he learned to use sta tis tics most pe rsuasively. H e

compiled statistical abstracts oi school conditions in
each town and pu blished " graduated tables" showing
the compa rat ive ranking of each town, a project so

successful in inducing local school reform that he
calle d it "the only stro ke of gen ius tha t chu rucrcrized
the administrat ion of h is otlicc."? He did nor learn th is
inventive ap proach at Brown . There, he wrot e wit h

ass umed aurhumv on subiec rs such as the establish
mem of a national umve r-urv, the separauon o f church
and state, and immigration , with scarcely a reference to
real evidence. The Iac t that bo th his peers and
professors smgfed him OUI for special honors in oratory

indica tes th at Mann rep resen ted an exemplary
product 0/ Brown 's rh etorical tra in ing. Appa rently
no one challenged his swee ping generalizations or la ck
0/ pe rtinen t evidence.

T ris tarn Burges encouraged hi s studen ts to give

declama tions in the college chapel, criticizing their
dellverv as we ll as their logic and style. M an n's chapel
address on " Th e American Navy" contain ed numerous
1I0wervexpressions and a mood of chest -thumping

chauvinism, with the lack o f h isto rical accuracy more
than compensated for byan abundance of star-spangled
prose. H is frien ds rem in isced most fon dly abour his
ch apel address on "The Aut hors of the Decla rat ion of
Independe nce ," when he defied a college ruling against
ho lding a Fou rt h of July celebration and led a proces
sion of student s from the college yard into the ch apel,
to deliver the oration "am idst grea t applause." For this
breach 01 rules. the college charged h im " a trifling

fine ," but " h e lust no credit with either the studen ts or
the govcrnmem.vw H is cla ssmates invited him 10

speak at the senior class d inner, whe re he advised them
that " O n e's Educ ation is Never Completed " For th e
valedictory ad dress he spoke sanguinely 0 1 " Th e
G radual Adva ncement of the Hu man Species in
Dign ity and H appin ess."

The students' bes t opportunity 10 develop ideas of
thei r own came in th e di scu ssions oi current, ce ntro

versral topics by the extracurricular de but ing socicties,

9 !\\ar y Peabody Mann. "Ar r end ill" to ufr and Work! 01
Horcce Mann . 11 [Boston. 1891 1, p. S6.l

JO Judge Barten .

-
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lud)l,1' I rd MOlJu ll<HllJll who Wd.' Al,wn'" roummale dUTln~

Ihell lunlfl r and S",n,,' r \'('<1r, <II Rrnwn Lrmvcrorv. hd'
dnuihed "pi~I"le' o f M<lIlTl ' \ 'Wdt'll! J<lV,\

10 ..,,,",b).' " H llJ,h,~. ",om H,.ton,~ 1 Colln.. on.!r. Holm~.
Imm"lo ...o '" ,......olum~._ .. 1 ' ....e'" 1'0•• lA ' '',

th e Philc rrncn ian-, an d the Un ited Brother.. Soci ety,

Po lit ical Il \'a[s , the Phrlcrmcrnan s favored th e
Fede r.alists, and the United Brorhcrs suppo rted the
lc tfcrsomans. The grou ps m et twi ce a month on

Satu rday aucmoon- . althuugh a t nme.. they had proh
[ern s find In" pla cc-, to meet, smcc the admin istration
gave them no SUP Pi lr! , They co nducted meetings
accordi ng to pa rliamentary pro cedu re, fined their
members for absence or no ise, and gumcd electioneer
mg experience compcnng for the many society offices.
An elected committee selected the debate topics, and

membe rs d rew the topic s and the sides they woul d
debate alphabcucal ly. Each person debated an equal
number of affirmative and negative positions annually .
Aher each debate the members co uld comment upon

II Records of the Unued Brothers Socie ty .
Brown UllI\'erMIYArchives

12 Mann 'scoll t'Rt' srccchn . IlU6·1819. MHS

H'JI<JCt· M<Jml

£".lr~ nJ: ,,, I ...."n'o ""m l ..-nr .1 'u 01 'h r De",rnd.nt> oi
R«h.,d .\1... "C~ "".. ~ .\""",, B""",, I.......

tho: arguments presen ted, an d th en the group decided
on tho: winne r.'! Suc h pr oced ures ser ved to counter

balance th o: cu rnc ulur cm ph asrs on nuc m cm onzariun.
T he debates also helped arouse stu de nt Interest in

nat ional politics. Mann, a m ember of the United
Brothers Socicl Y, argued success fully JI one meeting

rhar it wa s polinc for rhc rcpubhc ot th e U n ited Stales
10 establish military schools; al another, he won ,HgU·

inl: the negative side of th e question, "Can a republic
make war more ctlccnvely than a monarchy!"!' The
debate ~ocil'ly hhmncs provided another benefit of
membe rship, for rhcy cornaincd large collections of
current materia] . ln IIQ 1 the United BrothfIs Society
Library had fourt een hund red volumes!' and the

Philermcnians had almost sixtee n hundred vclumes.!'

U CoMlogu r of rhl.' Rook, til lh r llhrory or rhl':
Unltl'd Bro lhn ' SIICll'ty. Togrlhrr Wl lh thl': Names
0 / lIS ,\ Ir m bt'n [Pro vidence Brown Umvcrsu v, 18111.
Brown Uruv ersuv Archi ves

1-1 Brunson. p. ItlCl

-
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their tota l holdings almost equall ing the n um ber of
books in the college library .

Although the debate socreues gave the students
confidence in spe aking before groups and exposure 10

con tem po ra ry issues, they retlecred in many ways the
w eaknesses of the curricular training in rhetoric .
Sophistry and euphony pre-empted careful research and
analysis as the means of !>enlinl!: issues. Mann won his
debate on the value of military schools, for example,

bUI his essay on the same topic sho.....s a pai nful
unawareness of the topic 's complex ity . In thei r
en thusiasm over the ch an ce for free ex press ion , the
deb ate rs overlooked the necessity for careful examina
tion of data , Facu lty members gave no aid , and peer

criticism thuug h shrewd, co uld also he shallow on th e
wide variety of national issues debated each ye ar.

T he highest honor the Uni ted Brothers Society could
confe r u pon a member was to choose him as t heir

otficialleetu rer. T hey chose Man o for this pos ition at
the end of his jun ior year, giving him six mo n ths [0

prepare tor his important address to rhc group. T he
spee ch he gave migh t serve as a prototype of stu dent
speeches in I!H9.15 He selected a clear thesis, th at

eloquence is necessary to deiend freedom against
despo tism, a subject .....ell- suited to hi s audience of
college debaters He developed his idea through care
fully organized steps, first shew ing the enormous power

of oratory, then arguing that oratory was one of tWO
ways to exercise control over society (the other way
was coercion ], and finally leading 10 the idea tha t
" eloq uence is th e soul of libert y." The ornate style 01
the speech reflected contem porary tastes. T he best
orator in the U nit ed Brothers Society produced passag es
lik e th e following:

To rai.,e ou ne/ve" irom the earth Oil wh ich we seem
desnned 10 move, and traverse the rexions of ether:
to manaxe the bark on billowy wastes . when d riven by
careening tempests that deform the face of ocea n and
wake the "blue monsters of the deep" [rom their

15 All quotat ions In tollo wmg drscussron of Mann's
speech are from "Lectu re

16 lames S, Holmes 10 Horace Mann , April 7, IR2 1, MHS.

17 Mann, "Lecture . .."

$/lJrmy ,ed' pmvided an ap r me riJphOf /01 Brow n , m denr.s0' 1819. lu\t four yeaH f,eIOfe. the C n'a r Calt ha d bw u1-:h r
rhn scene 10 rhe fOOl of Collef(e HIli

/

0«.."1,,, A 1t~P I~""'U"on ot ,h~ G, u , S,,, nn . ' p'uw,d",« Scp ' . J.P"I
131S rnxu'wrd I>~ 1 K1aa"

umcied ,L'LU rJl y, and to rake th e n"d bo/r., 0 1 vengeance
trom th e han d of Deny. are ecbrevemenrs of

.,urpri.,ing magnitude.
M an n proved his arguments more wi th hvporhencal

cases, overst atements. rhetorical question s, and name
ca lhng. than with specific exam ples. Tyrants we re all
cruel, feudal lord s, or "vile wor m s," and orutory wa s a

sub iect which " co ncen tr a tes all th e ad va nt ages of the
useful, and is ad orn ed with all th e graces of th e
elegant." He exaggerate d the power uf the orator wh o
used emotional proof, saying th a t if he "dese nbes the

Univthiry Hall , when HOMee Mann WllS II u ude-nl al
Brown , dom inllle-d rhe- hill. Th is view is II derail fmm
Alvlln Fishe-r·.~ pamring of the Providence- Cove In 1818
The- o rlgin <l l han.l:.I in fohn BlOwn HOll.' e- a r 52 Power Sueer.
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suffe rings o f in ju red in nocence, our lips cannot refrain
Irum imprecating vengeance on the perpet rator of the
shameless deed" Brietly surveying th e power of
rhe toric fro m G reece to America , he did stop fo r one
specific, vivid exa mple : the case of Rich ard Brinsl ey
She rida n's speeches ajtainst Warrcn Hast ings. And h is
concl uding example of Patrick Hen ry's speaking had
specia l significance lor this 1819 audience, who had
hea rd first-hand accoun ts of the Am eri can Revolution.

Mann 's tru st in th e "o mni potence" of skillful
ura tury met its test crgh reen years aft er hi" graduation
h om Brown , in 1K37. As secre tary of the Massachusetts
Hoa rd of Education. he relied he avily on eloquen ce to
reach the public , for ma ny years Kivinjt annual speeches
in every county in the Slate. These speeches, u nlike the
debate society orations of his college days, con tained a
tirm grounding in fact , for he spent ele-ven years
\'Im ing and 'IUJyin/i: Ihe ...chools and kn ew his su bject
thoroughly . T hey contai ned some of the same srylisuc
excesses found in his co llege speec hes, but his pra ct ical
exper ience wit h ed uca tio n gave h im a good sense of

realuv missing in those collegia te exe rcises. He also
complemented his oral per suasion with annual reports
of school conditions and a jou rn al fo r teachers.

The srudems at Brown in the early nineteenth
centu ry realized that the college cu rriculum alo ne
simply did nOI meet thei r needs. lam es Holm es com 
plamcd about thi s problem to h is ctassmare Mann :
" The fact is, . . . I have never had a conception of my
own ; no , nor so far as I can ascertain, I hav e never had
so much as a peep at the gcnhals of originuliry, and
cannot tell th eref ore with what instruments ideas are
begotten withall. " 16 The debate soctencs and English
compositions gave Horace Mann a nJ his cobons this
"peep at the genuals of o riginali ty ." Deba nng one
another and wnring theme.. on dozens of issues , th ey
strengthened thei r tools of orgaruzanon, logic, and
style . Al the same time, however, no one tram ed th em
to do ca reful research in to the facts beh ind an issue
before reaching a decision. An d no one disa bus ed them
of the ir naive belief that through speech alone, the
orator cou ld lead men " w huhcrsoever he w m."17
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:10 .JI" t1-S1arrry .flmunur. [h ..ati
boy. in Utica , :-;. Y. and 110.. g irls in P rovidence , fl . J. a nd in eem c
olhe r 1,I.cu, have fnrllletlth..m ....ln·. into Ant i .~ I. ' rry ~itlil'l. and
I.nc don e 1IOmt"llling for the .la1"l'I . In Pecvidenee, tho.' gi rl. wo rked
with t he ir !>l-clll..., lind In\d.- ""a lcll-l,! l1,,,.d ~, be ad loa,.. and In,oJ

:,.,thf'r l'n'tt) " and use(uI3rtiek ~ . Th..y 1"11 "" 101' hult'R'D wncl" l.boul
the .!:an! . ;nl.) the ulin", the v lIu d.·, .... thai thoso who bou ght l!Jt'm I
mil!hl be ofl .' n ,.ut in n:i nd of Ihl'tM who :ar.. Iwld in bond.C'"

Oil!' ec me nc...UK"d by t h" "1 .... ~ this : " ~1 ~y the u....• of our ncedl.,.
!,riclr. the co n...., ieD"... of .Iu,··hold.,u." I once II. " " n'Uy watch
gu:u d mid.. b.v them , in whieh th.-y had ,,",orll...d 110.. ...n tenee,

.. U ",.onsof freedom, f'"qudi~ your IIWI;
fko a ll conais""nt, (,In d l ilt' nrrro'. eauee."

W I.e n they had 10101 t he thin!!". tI y 10.01 I".de- , tlH'y had thi rty
ol"lIaf1l 10 eeml to the tr..:UUfN "f th...,\ rie.n ,\nti.Slu..ry S....,iet,· .
T h i. i ~ eMuzh lo flY for 3l~)U eo!'i.., of th.. paper ulkd 1I1Im. n

• Il igh" , or l l ~. ) e0 l'lt'1 of the !:H",.. '. Fri.·nd , I d,ink it ",ill be 10

I
u..-d •• to .. pril'k the eon....,i..n....~ " of m~ny ,Iue-h oldt"nt If rou
....11 tum to ,,",oZ" I::, JOu will 1;<',' t hat II.... A mNie&l1 Soe lt't)' It"j'tlle l'1
in the filfln .lion of .Juvr-nile A "ti-:-,I;,.' ·l'I, Socidin, .lul l'.m t y ole-
. ir('l th.t they m,l,' be fon...ed in 11 11 l'"rltofLl... eounlry , W I n Ihe
Alm. llllC: i.print.'d for n.. u ~''',H , I hope I .hall br ahle 10 tell of .tllIny
lOCirti .... of d. ildre n. who ar.' . h",,·ing tl'l'ir thallkf.. ln .... for t h.. blel. _
inr Ihey elljo~' , loy tI'ling som ..Lll ing (or the 'It'~lellt'd . Iu e children ,

wm:nF: I:; T II Y 11I101'111:.1[1

" W lllll mean }"c thai yC! I>....t "'~- 1""01'1.. to pi.....", lind g rind the
(aeca of t ho poor ' lI3.ith the Lord God of hosts." 1141." .

What mean ),1' that ye bru ise an ti bind
:'t ly people, saith the Lord,

And .tar ~e your cr.vi ng broth ..r'. mi nd ,
Tha t Ilsk. to hear my wortl ~

'''·h n.1 mun ye thn.t ye mllae 'l'lLem to il
T hr ou gh lon g lind dr ..uy _feu. ,

And shed Hill' rain u pon YOllr .oil
T iIc;r blood lind bitter tl,'lIrl f

''''hat mean ve that ye dllfe to reud
1' 10 ... Il"lld"i ",,,th.-r ' . ht'll.rt i

Beothees from siHtl'r . , friend from frie nd,
H ow dar e y ou bid them pn.r'"

' Vlttlt m..an ye, when God '. bcunteou a han d
T o J Ou 80 mu ch ho.I giv en,

Thllt fro m the .lue who ti ll. y on r Iend
Y011 keep both ear th alld I,ca v..n ~

W hen at the judgment G O<! Mlll.n eall,
WIH.R~ n T" .. BROTIIER ~ illY.

'''' h at mt'"ll.n P " to the Judge of all
T o o.RK"'·l' r 011 t hlll day ? E. L . F,

1l7'All . r licl ... designed fur ilUf'rtioR in tile Alm.nlle fvr I ~:r. , lIluat I
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Ant islavery Agents in Rhode Island, 1835·1837

Between the appearance of William Lloyd Garrison 's
LIberator in !1U1 and October IlBJ, only a few
an tislavery societ ies we re founded in the nation

Almos t from the beginning, aboli tion leaders per
cetvcd tju- necessity of employing paid lecturi ng agents

to spread the gospel of their doctrine. Rhod e Island had
received so me of th is agency attention hy the su m me r
of [ 1'35, It had t WO pa rticu la rly zealous auxiliary
societies in Paw tu cket and Prov iden ce, its people

apathetic to OT in sympathy with the insti tutio n of
s\;l\'cry had hecn forced to listen to the . mrislavery
'Itfirma liom, and many of its citizens had become
convinced that co mplicity wuh the in stit uti on wa s
cmtul tcr the individual and barba rous and incend iary
ior the nanon. Yet while six ntherv had organized at the

~t;lte level . Rhode Island had not yet received th e effort
0 1 Iecturmg that would establish an active state anti
~ t.l\l'ry soc iety md create auxiliary units 10 manage th e
vuvr.nncd development of the cause

The Providence Anti-SIJ\"CI)' Soctctv leaders had

-ought the aid of the American Ann-Slavery Socicev
during the early m onths oi nus In obtain a lecturing
agent . but the demands upon the na t ional society's
embrvomc organizunnn and frequen tly timorous

leadership had le ft the appeal unanswered Th e
Provid ence society then had employed Sam uel L. Go uld
for a rnnnth , he had deli vered more antislavery

;IUU re~ses over the sta te than a ny othe r man had done.
The uauonal society also encouraged abolition leaders
[0 swp In Rh ode Island co mmun it ies en ro ute to and

· ,"-i f. ,"-h en IS Professor oi Hrsr crv . Slale Umversnv
Colle..:e oi Ans and Science . Platrsburgh, Sew York.

The Amencan Ann-Slav erv Almanac oj /B.16 !>t'tHICd Of Ih t'

,1C!lVlIU', 0' ProVIdence'.' tuvemie Feowl... An ll ·SllIvcry
SOC/t'IY, On <1lll llhn p"."e of Ih"' ''IIIlC 1',Hlt' ,~" 1"h .\ 1il/e1
\\'lI\ "' let! ,I.. pn."denl ,md Alrnltll B"II," lI' secretatv.
,\I ,·ml>n .•lu r nnmnerc-d .l.l.

by fohn L. Myers'

h um humanitarian and rdorm co nvennon meetings in
other Milles . This cont inued d unng the sum me r. In

la te lune lR.35 the Rev . Charles Simmons of Arrleboru,
a loca l agent, lectu red twice in Paw tuck et, w hile on
lul y 4 anucl avcry addresses in the suite were delivered
hy the English visitor, George T homp son , in the

afternoon at th e H igh Stree t meeting hou se an d by
Henry II, Sta nton in th e eve ning at the Richmond
Strel' t meet ing house in Providen ce, bv Stanton in th e
muruing arrhc Bap nsr church and by the Rev. I. O .
Choulcs ui New Bedford in the afternoon in Pawtucket,
and by the Rev. John Blain in w achmgton. T hom pson

spoke again on July 5 and Sta nton on July 5 in the
Bapnst mcenng ho use in Woonsocket and on Ju ly 6 in
Paw tucker . In addition, the executive com mittee oi the
Amcncan Ann-Slavery SUCil'IY at its luly 10, IlU5
rncvung appointed Blain and another Providence

clergyman to 10<:<11 agen c ie s. Blam accepted, but
the othe r did not answer. Unnl rhe assignment of
Stanton to the state, however, the leal force behind the
Rhode Island antislavery growth was the Providence
socrctv, and th at was not enough I

Stanton u ndoubtedly we nt cas t in the sp ring 01 IS.l:'!
with the knowledge th at he would be appointed to an
age ncy . In lune the executive com rmnce received his
accept ance of a commission an d, in answ er 10 a req uest

from W ill iam M . Ch ace of the Pro vide nce Anti-Slavery
Society tor hi~ services, assign ed Stanton [0 Rhode
bland. The ne w representat ive of the Am erican Anti
Slave ry Socie ty was born in Griswold. Co n nectic ut,

,'e,-oll ,1 An ntl<ll R,'poll of th c AmU lfdll Anfl- Sla\·...ry
Socll'rr [Ne.... York, HB~1. -11 . Am encan Ann-Slavery
SOo.:Let~ Lxeccuve Commnree Mm utes , lulv 10, IIBS
meeting (Roston Puhlic Llhuryl Amencan Anri-Slaverv
S"'cier~ Al:ency Commmee Minutes mectmgs of
fc..hTUdTY2" , March 15. April s. liB'> [Boston Pubhc
Lrhrarv ]. Repo rt llnd Pma e,lrn." . 01 rhl' Flh TAnnual
....i t·crm..: o f the Prllv/dell ct' Am/·S/m...-rv SOClelr
Wrovldence . 18331. paH m l. EmdllclpllfOF, tune 2. IIU, ;
AptilllB6. LII'eull oT, Iulv -t and Ill, J8.~5 Pnwidcncc
Iml/ nlli. Iulv I , lB.l=; . Paw /uckel Ch ronlc1~, lune 26,
July 10, I R.V; . Rhod~ Idand Co untry lutllndl, lulv J, 1fl.3=;
WO"II'" cket P<1triOl , lulv ,l , IR.'S

•
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Henry B Srunron .

Jun e 27, l lID5. Conv en ed to Ch arles G rand ison Finney's
brand o f Calvinism in the evangelist 's New York
revivals, Stanto n worked for Thurlow Weed's Monroe
Te1egUlph and th en enrolled at Lane Seminary in

Cin ci nn ati, which developed into a breeder of
an tislav ery leaders. Caugh t up in th e Lane Sem in ary
deba tes about th e sin fu lness of slavery and the effic acy

of colunizariun, Stanton withdrew from the in stitution
du ring th e ens u ing con troversy over acad emic freedom
and the rights of the students to establish an ant islavery
soc iety and to work with the blacks of the ci ty . He
repre sented hi s fellow stu dents at the annual con ven 

tion of th e Ame rican Anti-Slavery Society in May 1834

2 Executive Committee ~1inutn, lune ''', lin.."> meetmg.
FIn' Annual Rtpon A mtflctJn Ann ..~ /a Vt'ry '\ociely
IS ew York , 183-11,31-32 , J:'>. Thurlow W . Barnes. Lift of
Thurlnw Wttd [Bos ton. 18141. I, 1"'9. Gtnn al Catalog
Pu,hpn rdn Th eolOgical Stmmary . Ch lCdKn. l.<!nt
Semm<ll ~' Affllialt'd [Ch icago, 1 9.~91 , ,l7. LrlvralOr.
May 12, 1&.J7, quotmg {rom Lvnn Rtcard x ew York
f\ldnKe/i'I . March 22. 1 8.~ , Ia nuatv 10, 183 5, He nry B.
Sta nton . Random Rtt1eclIon,<. 3d ed. (New York, 1fl.'l71 , 49
ProUt'dmK< Ohio Anli·Slavery Convennon (Cincinnati.

and .....as selected as a m anager o f th e nattonal organi ze
non. Although he lec tu red in the EaSt a mo nth

the reafte r, he did not speak in Rhode Isla nd . In the
sp ring of 1835 he became a fou nder of the Ohio
An n-Slavery Society and one of its dcleaares to th e

1835 na tion al meet ings. H is w ife's desc ription o f hi m
as " the most eloquent and impassioned or ato r on the
antisla ve ry platform" .....as not as in accurate as the

sou rce might lead one to expect. lohn Prentice of
Provid en ce cla imed he had " few superio rs" as 3 speaker.
Stanton rose eo beco me "seco nd to nunc but [Theod ore]
Weld, in th is cou n try. for eloquen ce an d power as a

lecturer ." His cam paign in Rhode Islan d was soon to be
ci ted as the m od el for oth er agent s to follow . By 1837
he had become one of the corresponding secretaries of

the national orga nization and one of those .....hu
speci fied an tislavery direc tion.I

Unfortunately for hi story, many of the lecturing
age nts followed the example of their leader Wel d or the
appeal of thei r own modesty and seldo m co m m unicated

wit h th e nation al society's offices . In th ose insta nces in
wh ich th eir in it ial incl inations wer e favora ble to
reports, the printing of their letters in antis lave ry
publica lion s so irritated many 01 them th ai fut ure
communicanons .....e re limited. Thb .....a~ tr ue of Sta nton
in his earl y endeavors Therefore, all too Iurle record
exists by his account of h is auainm ents in Rhod e
Island . To complicate th e study further, Rh od e Island
editors w ere far mor e skillful than those in most sta res

..... ho oppose d the principles of abo lit ion . With th e
exceptio n of th e Pawtucket Chronicle in the early
l !oo:; , ne .....spapers seldo m reported abolit ion acnvmes.
T he y ei the r followed the po licy of th e Providence
TournaI in print ing notices of an tislavery meetin gs in
the ad vert isemen t section of th e paper and om itted
subseque n t ne w s repor ts of local uboluion ev ents ur
simply ignored antisla very acti vities enti rel y, The

editor of the toum ot. wh o had apparen d y been cr iri 
cized for pr inting th e notice of th e call for the
organizat ional meet ing of the Rhod e Island An ti-

1&.l::.I, 2..10. ApplelOn 's CycllJpdedla of Amalean
BioKraphy 'New Yo rk, Ulllfl·lllfl91, V, M9-6:.D .
lohn Prentice 10 w eave r, September 21, 1&35,
511,15 weaver Papers (RIHS Library].

3 William Lloyd C.nrison tc Phelps. December 16, 1835,
Amos A Phelps Pap ers [Bosto n Public Library ].
Provldtnce kmmal, Octobe r ,11, ISJ S; Febru ary 4, 1S36;
et pa Hlm 18.U -I&M>. lohn L. Myers, "Be,i:innm~ of
Ant i·Slaver y Agencies in Vermon t, 1 &.12-I &.~: '

VcrlJlonI1li~lrJry. XXXVI (Summer 19681. 136-140
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Slavery Soc iety , claimed he foll owed this policy because
he regarded an tislavery objectives as im practical but
did not intend to m ake m artyrs of t he lead ers of the
movement. He asse rted this had been partly res ponsi ble

fur the slow growth of the movemen t in the city _He
may have been right. but this pol icy certainly leaves

the historian without necessary in form atio n about
major events transpirmg in the state.

Knowing that Sta nton was chronicled to h ave
accomplish ed so much , I wondered at th e begin n in g of
th is s tu dy it the lack of evidence co ncern ing hi s

acuviues meant that this credit to him was no more
than an effective propaganda device of the abolitionists.
Soon, however , the occasional references to h is attain

ments in antislavery letters and newspapers began to be
supported by enough political and neutral sources to

confirm his success. T he stillness about his se rvices is
especi.1l1y remarkable when one remembers th at th e

sum m er and autumn o i 1835 was perhaps the mos t
ditfi cult time jar the fledgling antislavery movement.
George Thompson was virruallv driven ou t of the
co un try an d even mi ld speakers like Sam ue l J. May or
the pocr loh n Greenleaf Wh itt ier were subjected to

pe rsonal violence in Vermont an d Massach usetts,
states in .....h ich the antislavery message h ad been pro
cla imed jar jour years From mid-June 1&35to feb ruary

L<l1H' "'m in,lrY 111 Cinu ll llari, '"/I! ' '' ',-<l", " I 'UltI-'!<lYt' ry
It'mI,' r~.''

-. -

I ~J(; Stanton labor ed , generally alone, to convert the

people of Rhode Island to aboli tion principles an d to
crea te a state antisl avery society . Antislavery letters
and newspape rs mark Rhode Island an d New York as
th e major objec ts of the year's ex ert ions. Employing th e
same ta ct ics wh ich Theod ore weld wa s unlicing in the

V'le!>!, Stanton began " at th e outskirts" and worked
" h ,~ way as quiet lv as possible to the ce ntre."ln doi ng
that, he avoided Providence and Ne wpo rt .!

Stan IOn's initial appea rances were w ith James G.
Birney, for mer Alabama sla vehold er and subsequently
Liberty Party candidate for the pres idency ; Will iam

Goodell , temperance and anuslavcry editor and lecrur
mg agent ; and Theodore S. Wright , Negro cle rgyman of
New York Cily , ill Providence on Ma y 21 an d in

Pawtucke t on M ay 22. He also lect ured in the Phe ni x
mecnng house in Wa rwick. H e spoke on Ju ne 30 and
July 4 in Pawtucket, th e latter a morning address in th e
Bapust church. In the evening he lectured at the
Richmond Street meeting home in Pro..odcnce, and on
the Srh in the Baptist meeting house in Wou nsocket .
By somewh at over a month later he had organized five
new societies , a me n 's, a ladies ', an d a young men 's in

Natick, and comrnunny groups of 220 m em bers in
North Scitua te and ot seven ty members in V3.11ey f alls.
He Aroused so much turmoil in Woumocket th at a

f,om fh'1<",ul Coll«uon. o j OhIO bv I/~n,,' Ho ..~ /C,ncmndll. IIlh9I
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pu blic meet ing on August 22 passed resolu tio ns
op posing imm edi at e em ancipa tion, op pos ing activities
by clergy " in the pohncal arena," expressing sympathy
with th e SOUlh, and suggesting aboli tio n lec turers go
50Ulh to speak .!

Stanton was lecrun ng in Slatersville as ea rly as the

first week 01 Sep tember. The editor of the \Voonsocket
Piltriot. who ha d expressed himself as opposed to
slavery but convinced that Northerners should be
silent about it , was sufficiendy impressed to sty le
Stanton as " a young man of considerable ta len ts." By
October a new antislavery society of 200 members,
identified as the Smithfield and Vicinity Society, was
established. Another m Cumberland. where he had

spoken five times, was M>On to be found In late
September the agent W;l.S served a warrant by a

constable at his lodgmgs with Iudge Brown in East
Greenwich He was charged with being a vagrant

without vrsrble means 01 support and was ordered out
of town , A public meeting W,1S called on Sep tember 24

to devise means for supp ressing Stanton's activities.
Given ba il by the Iudge, he held his meeting, and at its

conclusion acquired the constable's signatu re as one of
the first additions to th e antislavery rolJ.S

By the end oi Octobe r the editor of th e Providence

lourn,,1 was co ncerned , Noting that The Emancipiltor ,
weekly pub lication oi the American Anti-Slavery
Society, had ma de It S firs t public annou nce me nt about
Sranron's acuv tues in the st ate , the Prov idence editor
printed a letter. signed " U n ion," co nce ding th a t

Stanton was making progress and that abol it ionists in
the city were prudrcnng that the ansmcmcv oi the state
woul d be astonis hed at the ch ange of senti ment

towa rds slavery in the cou ntry to wns , The wr iter urged
those wh o were an n-aboliuon to aw ak en and save the

nati on and called lor a tte ndance at an anti-abo lit ion
meeting th e next week .6

T he AntJ-SJdwry AllluJn/le repor ted an attempt to
di sperse a ladies ' soci e ty m eeting on November 26,

4 John W. Alvo rd , Willi<1ffi T. Albn , L H. Parker, and
Theodore Weld to Man us Rohmson , November 1835
[O berh n College lih"'Iyl. Barnes and Dumond , eds .,
UlIeH of Theodore DWI"hr Weld . An,l:elma Grimke
Weld. and Sarah Gnmke, 1822-11l44 , 1v. 'New York, 19341,
1, 232-2.\ \ , 141, 25S·2.""-, Dumond. N ., UlreH of lames
Gllle~ple Birney , UI.U ·IR'>7, lv. (New York, 19381.
I, 189-290. Execu uv e Comm ittee Minutes, meenngs of
Joi}' 31 and November 3. llloJ5. Human RIghts , I
[September 18.\51, .\. EmanclpalOr. June 2. 1&..'\5. Liberator .
Iuly -I and 18, 18.\.'), PawlUclttf Chromcle . May 21 and 19 .
June 26, HBS. ProVIden ce louTn<lI , lull' I, 1SJ5,

1&35; Stanton pro bably was present. A week lat er on

Decem ber 4 Stanton was joined hy Goodell. J. M .
Blakesly, and Blain a t a session of the Prov iden ce
Juvenile Society . He la te r recor ded th at he had been
"o utr ageously trea ted while attempting to speak in a

M ethodist church in Providence." but the leader of
th a t mob was by 18J6 the chief ma rsh al a t anothe r
meeting in the ci ty and led the chec nng for him.

Sta nton accom pa nied C. C. Bu rleigh from Prov iden ce
to Newport on December 8 and ap parcrnlv worked
the re with Blakesly lor a time. He served from July to
February 2, the date of th e state convention. In each

community he usually delivered at least five or six
lectures, more if necessary, engaged in numerous
personal co nvervanons, and distributed publications.

Goodell reported Stanton's lecture sites as Providence,
Nonh Providence. Cumberland. Burrillville, Smithfield ,
SCIIUJte , Warwi ck, Coventry, East Greenwich, South
Kingstown, Cha rlestown, Richm on d, Hopkin to n ,

Westerly. Bar rmgron , Portsmou th , M iddleto wn ,
T iverton , and Little Compton w ith other work in
Foster, G loceste r, Johnston , North Kingstown, and
Newpon. He estima ted that Stamon delivered between
150 an d I(,() addresses, usually five or six a week.

Unable to ascertain the number of societies established,
Goodell mention ed only a fema le society in Little

Co m pton an d an aux iliary o f 4{X) me m be rs in pan s o f
Wa rw ick and Coventry. He poi nted out th at the object
was not to cre a te new otga niaanons but to propaga te
th e aboli t ion ist doctrin e, In add it ion , in a cons ti tuenc y
so sma ll, em phasis was pla ced up on a st rong sta te

soc iety wh ich would make the local un its less
im po rtant."

The J, M . Blakesly me nt io ne d above aid ed Stanton
cons ide rably. Jam es Manning Blnkesly of York,
New York, wa s a stude n t at Brown U niversi ty from

1834 10 1&17. He addressed th e Providen ce Juvenile
Anti-Slavery Society, Decem ber 4, accompanied
Stan ton to N ewport in Dece mbe r IR35, an d a~ended

RhOife Idond Cou nt ry 100llnd! . lulv III, 18.\ '> .
w oon eock er Pdlri ot . lulv .l, Au,l!:us! 21 .md 29. 1835.

<; Stanton. p. 50, Eman fJpulot , Dcmbcr 20, 1&\5.
Woon~ockel Pillrml , AUl'Ust 19, September -". l&l5_ COPI'
of <1 notice in Sil.ts Weaver Papers. lohn Prentice 10
weaver . Scplemhet 21, 1&\5, Silas Weawr Papers

6 PWl'idence Journal, OCtober ,\ 1, 1&35.

7 Ameru'an Anli · .~lal'ery Almanac, 1 1l83 71, 26 Stanton.
PI'. 51·52. Li/>t1<1lor. December 26, 1 8.~.'i . Emancrpator .
Apn l l8.Mi. C. C. Burleigh to Carnson . December 29, 183; ,
WilIi" m Lloyd Camson Papers lBo!;. ton Puhlic lihraryl.
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the state convention . Goodell reported that Blakesly
se rved as a temporary assistant for three or four weeks
sometime prior to the sta te convernion.t

By December Stanton was attempting to collect 750
signatures for a formal call of a Slate convention. He
wrote Amos Phelps, holding out the hope that the
" sta te may stagger slavery by ItS action," if the correct

effo rts could yet be made. Consequently, he urged
Phelps to join him for a month prior to the convention
for , in Stanton's opinion, only a Congregational

clergyman could convince many of that denomina tion's
ministers in the state. Phelps had been the most
effective of the early agents of the antislavery crusade,

but he had seldom spoken in Rhode Island. Born in

Alvord et al. 10 Mar ius Robin son , November 18..\5.
Barnes end Durnnnd, I. 2.U·2..1~,155·256. Executive
Comminee Minu tes, Novem ber .l, 1S-'5 meeung.
Providence iou mal, Janu ary 9, HU6.

S Emancipalur, Arril IS-lb , Liberator, Decem ber 26 , 1&35.
C. C. Burl ei~h 10 Ganimn, Decem ber 29, 1835, Garri son
Pape rs. Prrxee,lm,., 0/ Rhode I,dand Anu·S/avery
Convenuon [Provide nce, 1R.~1. 4, HI,wrical CaM/ogue 0;
Brown UnlH'r'lIy 1764-1904 (Providence, 19051,61 0.

9 llheratm. i\1ay 11., IIB7, quoung h om Lynn Reco rd.
New York han,.tI"" October 16, IIno. Ceoree w.
Campbell to Phelps. April 6, 1819 , co m mit tee of th e

Farmington , Con necticut, (JO November I I , 1804 , he
had attended Yale asan undergraduate and the

Andover and Yale Theological Seminaries. After
service at Hopkinton , Massachusetts, he was pastor of

the Pine Street Church in Boston , ISJ2-ISJ4 , .....hen he ,
a former supporter of the American Colonization

Society to send free blacks to Africa and ,1 member of
what Americans today would call " th e establishment,"
associated himself in a dramatic step with the New
England Anti-Slavery Society . Accepting an agency

hom the American Ann-Slavery Socrew in April 18J.t ,
he helped lay the foundation s for the development of
state ab olition auxiliaries in Maine, New Hampshire,
and N ew York.9

Phelps w·as caring for hi s ill wife during most of
November and December ISJ5. Nevertheless, he

answ ere d Sta nton's ca ll and assist ed him for bet .....een
four and five ....-eeks. Hi s reponed activities included
speeches with Stanton on January 13 in Providence,

on January 15 about tw elv e miles from Providence, and
on January 16 again in Provid en ce. He then served in
th e sou thern part of th e sta te, incl uding at least so me

ti me in East Greenw ich, before returning to the capital
on January 28. Stanton , in a letter of introduction,
informed an annslaverv acquaintance that Phelps

"visns. . for the purpose of be ing heard on the sub ject
of freedom of speec h &. the liberty of the press &. the
inalienable rights 01 man." Phelps leit for Connecticut
following the convennonw

Som e addiricnal last-rmnute lecturing assistance was
also rendered by C harles C. Burleigh . Born in

Plainfield , Conn ect icut, November 10, 18 H l, to a family
of marked mental gifts, Burleigh studied law, was
admitted to the har, but became involved in the

unuslavcrv movement through his concern about
anti-Negro attacks against Pru den ce Crandall's
admission 01 colored girls to her Connecticut school.

Samuel J. May selected him to edit his Brooklyn,
Connecticut Unionist . Burleigh quickly moved into the

Pine Sneer Chu rch to Phelps, AUJ:uS{ 18, 18J2, and
Stanton to Phelp s. December 18, 18,1.i, Phelps Papers
,""'ational Cydorae,fia of Aml.'ri~'an B/(}~tJphy (New York,
1895· 195S). II, .\21. General Cawlo~lJe of the Theolo~ical

Semmar~' AndovC1. ,\ IJH. 1880 [Ando ve r, 188J I, 79.

10 Phelr~ to Tappa n, March S, IIB S, lewis Tappan Papers
[Lihra rv IIi CnnRre<osl. l'roc:udm1.-< Rhode I'land Antl
~Iavar Convrnrion. -l Sl.1nlOn to weaver, Janua ry 9,
HB6 , Wean '! r apers Phelps 10 hIS wife, January 16 and
19, IS-V. and Garr ison to Phelps, December 16, 1&35,
Phelps Paper•. PmvlJence journal. January 9, 18.36.
Emannpator. Apn l IS-lb.
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Garrison ian faction of th e abo li tion crusade. He was
em ployed as an agent by the M iddl esex Co u nty,

Ma ssach usetts. and Ame rican Anti-Slav ery societ ies.
Descr ibed frequent ly as an eloq uen t spe ake r, with great
abilit y to ex te mporize , co nscientious, self-sacrific ing,

an d logical in mmd , his manner of ad d ress an d ammu
nit ion 0 1 facts had to overcome a ca reless and
inditIerent ap pearance in body and dress. He was a ta ll
ma n , 01 ob v-ious ph ysical endu rance, but who wore long
hair In nnglc rs an d possessed a famous bear d. Sta n to n

recorded, " He dressed like a tramp." Yet an ed itor
asserted that " he can hold an audience in br eathless
silence lo r several hours ; , he is instructi ve,
persuasive, and an argumemanve debate r."!'

Burleigh had been wu rkmg In Boston in the an ri
slavery otfices, occasionally emerging for speeches. He

lcir M.assach usett s at the en treaty oi Stanton on
December 7,lecturing at Foxboro en route. He
conferred lor a day December 8 w ith Stanton in
Providence and the two then proceeded to N ewport.
Burle igh co ntin ued to Bloc k Island. Addressing groups

as large as he could co llec t in private homes, since th e
meeti ng house was not heat ed in w in ter, he spoke
usually about slavery , but twice lor tempera n ce.

Weather del aye d his departure until De ce mbe r 13;
he returned to his Connec ticut home on the mainland
by wa y oi N ew London.U

Stan IOn had remarkable success m obilizing a note
worthy lis t of K50 cit izens. abo ut th irty 01whom we re

minis te rs, who were will in~ to Issue th e call for th e
state convention, Wit h the exccpnon of tWO, every
to wn in th e sta te con tri bu ted sign a tures. Am ong them

were an ex-Governor and five ex -Chief Justices. Over
400 delegates, ap proxima tely 350 from Rhode Island,
part ic ipated in th e Providen ce n rgunizatlon al meeting

of th e new socie ty, Fehruary 2, 3, and 4,1836. Stanton
had prepar ed well. S. S. Jocely n of H artford, Phelps, and
Stanto n represented th e pa rent unit ; May, Garrison.
Burl eigh, and Charles Stu art also attended from out of

state. Letters were received from abolitionists all ove r

II Seth Hunt , "C harles C. Burl eigh," HI.<tory of Fl{)rf'nc~ .

Ma~ ..achll~t'm , ed hy Charl~ A Sheffield [Florence,
IR95), 211·2 14. EmanCipator, Much 9. 1837. quot ing
fro m H,mlord Chronlclt . Parker Pilbhury, ACIs of
AmI'S/alta)' ApO.'itlts [Concord, N. H., 18831. 479-480.
App/t' lOn ' ~ Cyclopaedia, I, 4 '\'\ , Stanton , p. 71.
Lrbt ralOr. May 12, l lil7, qcoune h om Lynn Recurd.
Sam uel ]. ~by , Some R~w/ltl'f i lms 01 Ou r Anrj ·5Iavn}'
Con/liCf [Boston, 1869), 0 1--66, Thumas W. Higgmson.
Comemporanes (BoSTOn. lR961, .lJ l.

Il Burleigh to Gunson, Decembe r 29. 1835. Garrison
Papers. Em " n Clptl f01 , April 1836.

the North . The mee tin g raised S2,000 for the new yea r 's
ope rat ions an d est ablished an office in Pro vidence for

the dis tribution of abo li t ion pamphlcts.U
Foll owing the co nven rio n, the sta te society's

exec utive co m m ittee req uested that Stanton continue

his efforts an d appar ently also aske d for Phelps'
services. Phelps argued that Stanton should now joi n
h im In Co nnecticut . Since th e agency co m mi ttee of the
national soc iety had em ployed William Goodell for
th ree mon ths on Fehruary 10, IR..'M>, to dev o re part of
his t ime to wrmng and pan to lecturing , Stanto n
reco m m en ded th at Goodell be assi gned to Rh od e Island

and that co ntrol ove r him he relinquished to the sta te
soc iety. Goodell, h owever. accepted the edito rshi p of
th e proiececd ne wspape r of the N ew York Sta te Ant i

S!J v'ery Socie ty , the Friend of .\ 1<2 n. The Rh od e Island

abolitionists requested in M arch th at some othe r man
be design ated , bu t the age ncy co mmittee postpone d a

decision by referring th e m atter to th e exec u n ....e
committee. Subsequen tly at its April 5 me enng, th e
agency commi ttee di rec ted Burleigh to shift hi s field of
operation.. for th ree month s lrom Co nnecticut to
Rhode Island , bu t he woul d not u nd ertak e th e assign 

meru until alter the na tional convention in M ay an d

then he declined en tirely . This failu re to ob tain th e
sen' ices of Goodell , Sta nton , or Burleigh see med to
thwart funh cr dev elo pme nt . All th e record sho ws is an
ap pearance hy Sta nton an d O rso n M urray of Vermont
in Pawt ucket on Ma y 20 and ano the r by Stanto n befor e
the Prov iden ce Lad ies A nn-Slav ery Socie ty la ter in the
sum me r. Rhode bland w as not being as n eglected as it

mlghr ap pear) th e dem ands upo n th e nat ional soc iety
wer e too ~reat for its meager finan cial resources and
personnel ava ilable to it . Rh ode Islan d had its state

nrgunizutiun and tw enty auxi liaries. a la rge n um ber for
a stat e with five counties. Thereafter , its abolitionists
would have to be prlrnarilv responsible for the
program.':'

Unt il th e a utu m n of 11:\.36 the only signi fica nt

coru nbuncn oj any of the employees of the national

13 N,'w York Ev"nl!.di,' . January 2J . 18.lb. EmanCIpator.
Fehruary and AprilI R.16. P' (KeedlO ,'{.< Rhod .. 1< land
Anri-Sla\'l'ry Convenuon . 4'0. RhoJe l<land Country
lou mal. lan uary 29. Fehruary 19. UBo.
Providence Tournai . JanUaT)' 13. IS-\(,

1-1 Elizur Wflght .lr., to Phelps. March J . 18.16 and Stanton
to Phelps. Fehru.1l}' 24 and March 5. 1836. Phelps Papers.
ARent;y Committee Minutt'S, meenngs of february 10
and 24, March 15, Apli l '\, lune 5, and luly 6. l B.-\(,.
Pawtucket Cbr onrcle . May 20,1836. Emancipator ,
December I, 1836
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orgaruzanon was the preparation of the abolitionist

ca se lor presemarion before a comminee of the state
legrslature. A set of resolutions from an anti
abolitionist meeting in September 1&35, combined ..... ith

others passed and forwarded by Southern legislatures,
.....hi ch denounced antislavery leaders, .....ere referred by

the legisla tu re to a committee for study. The committee
draned a bill, but party leaders deferred con sidera t ion
until the next session. When th e abolitionists
presented memorials asking to be heard, the commiuee
set Wednesday, June 22, in Ne w port to hear the argu
ments, then subsequently. by a 3-2 vote, decided that

the interested parties should first furnish their
arguments, remarks, and evidences in ..... riting. Ray
Potter, a stare abolition leader, hastened to Troy,

New York, to plead for assistance from Theodore Weld,
rhc Ame rican Anti-Slavery Society's most successful
lecturer, but Weld was then hauling mobs ro cstublish
the right of freedom of speech in that community and
co uld nut be convinced rhat hi s services were needed
more m Rhode Island . The agen cy committee delegated

Se m on and Phelps to prepare th e case. When Stanton
became ill and had to remain under tr eatment in

Providence, C. C. Burleigh and David L. Chi ld aided
Phelps. Aft er seei ng th e material which the petitioner..
proposed 10 present, th e Assembly preferred to postpone
the mv esuganon Indefinnely. When the disappointed

abolmerusts asked for permission 10 use a room in the
State House to present their position to the public, the
Assembly by a 36-28 vote laid the request on the table.
Unable to obtain a hearing in Newport, the Rhode
Island Anti-Slavery Society called a meeting in Provt
dence, listened to addresses by Burleigh , Phelps, and
Ch ild, and issued an otficial statement which it sent to
the assemblymen , accompanied hy the latest annual
report of the American Anti-Slavery Society.IS

The attempts to procu re agents for the snne
conunued virtually unsuccessfully. The agency

committee on June 5, l836, recommissioned Burleigh
and in July appoi nted Blain, but both men declined.

I~ Hc:r<l/dnf Freedo m . lulv 9. I IH i>. Lll>n<lwr, lulv 1. IIB i>
EmonC/p<lwr. lune .\0. lulv 21. IIBi> RhoJ.. hlanJ
Country Ioumal, Iune 17, III.V,. G;l,rnson to Samuel I.
M av. lu ne 17, IftV,. Garrison Parers gam es .and
Du mond, I. JOIkl lO. All:ency Co mmnree .\ \ inutes,
lune -", IIBb meenng Willum Goodell, RIYJI.I and
Wrong.., 01 Rhode Island IWh i t~horo. NY., 1841.1. 16, 35 .

16 Friend of Mon .luly 14. 1ll.V, Ptlwldence soumot.
lulv 4 , IRolb. Paw tuckel Ch rom cle, July I and 8, 1836
Al(ency Committee Minutes, meenngs 01 June 5, Iuly 6.
and August 2, I!B6. Garrison to George Benson,

They did agree to addre..s meetings on July 4, Burleigh
III Pawtucket, Blain at the Baptist Pine Street meeting
house in Providence. The state soc iety .....as no more

successfu l in its efforts to employ Orange Seen,
a Methodist clergyman from Massachusetts. As a result,
lecrurmg dunng the summer was limited to several

addresses delivered by George Benson , Garrison's
brother-to-le ....', and William Chace. Iii

Probably somew hat embarrassed by the absence of
effort in Rhode Island since the previous winter, the

agency committee on September 20 deputed William H.
Burleigh , Henry C. Wright, Gould, Henry Beldon, and

Stanton to ass!s t Potter until the November state
anniversary meeting. The national society had now
entered the year of "The Seventy," a time during which

it attempted to employ seventy agents. toflowing the
Biblica l example, in a massive campaign to convert the
North to <inti-slavery principles. In Pennsylvania the
effort spawned a stare society ; in populous New York,
Massachusetts, and Ohio a host of lecturing agents

established new auxiliaries and garnered hund reds of
new ann-slavery members, but Rhode bland seems
never to have become a sign ificant pan 01this best

organized a~enq- campaign . Although Burleigh and
Beldon were both appointed to agencies in August,
no reco rd has been di scovered 10 im ply thar they
performed serv ice anywhere before the agents ' training

con ve nnon in November and December of 1836 in
New York City . Since the reports of the state meeting
indicate they did nut attend . th ey evrdcnrlv did nor
bcgm their employment until late November.'?

Henry C. Wril;ht was born in 17'17, supported himself

as a hancr, and attended Andover Theological Semi
nary lor two years Although he was licensed ro preach,
he wa-, employed almost cxcln-ivc lv in agencies for the

bcnevulcm and reform movements of the day. Wrighr
was J hiler uddinon to the abolition crusade; his first
appearance at antislavery conclaves was in May 183 5,

My September he was delivering one of rh. main

addresses at rhe quarterly rnccungs of the Massachu·

AUI:U" IK, 1&:16. Garrison P.aper~ lucius C. ,\ I: atlack,
II!'!"'\" ()f American Slal'erv and .\felhodJ~m 1780· J849
(l"e.... York . HU91, 119. '

17 B,nne<; JnJ D umond . I, .HJ. EmanCIpator. November 1~_

1!ilV, Herald of Freedom . N ovember 19, 18.:16, ProVIdence
'ourna/, November I ~. 18.V, Pawtucke l Chromcle.
Ouohcr I ~. 1836. Juhn L .'\hers. "Otgamzation of
'The Severuv': To Arouse the Nort h A~in~1 Slavery,"
Mld·A m erica, Xl VIII (January 19661. 29-46. Ali:enC)'
Com muree Minures, meetings of AUli:ust 1. and 17,
September 10 , October 5, 1836.
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ser ts Anti-Slav ery Society . Thereaft er, while employed
by other o rgan iza tions, he freq u ently played an
important role at abolition gatherings. In June 1836 the

agency committee comrmsstoned him for one year at a
salary of $600 plus expenses as its age nt for western

Massachusett s, but .11 its July 6 meeti ng il took not e of
h is declination , Wright instead accepted an agency
with the Amencan Peace Society, but was soon in
di sagreement wuh its directors and was replaced . The

agency ccmmtnee then renewed it s offer, assigning him
10 .\ lame, but dirccung him 10 serve in Rhode Isla nd
lor three weeks unul that state 's annive rsary.18

W right arr ived in the sta te on October Hi and
presented h iS first address m Bristol on October 20,
followed hy oehers on October 21 and 23. He had been
apprehensive about what might occur in a to wn so

closely assoc iated in the past with slavery. His lec tu res
brought alm ost no attendan ce In spite of his lack oi
progress . so me anu-abohuomsr posted a handbill in
different parts 01 th e town endeavoring to aro use the
people to protest aga in st his scheduled meeting on

October 2-l A group 0 1 prominent cit izens, determined
10 prevent violence, ancnded lus lecture , lis tened
poluelv, and sa fely escorted Wrigh t to his lodgings at

the conclusion. An abolition editor repo rted now only
Warren an d Newport had not he ard antis lavery
lecturers W n ght proce eded to w ar ren on October 25
and spoke twice . One church was closed to him , but he

was able to ob ram use oi the Methud ist m eeting house ,
Ait er his thu d address on Oc tobe r J I, th at hall was
also denied tor his usc , limiti ng his act ivit ies
d uring th e succeeding wee k to the dist ribution of
antislave ry papers. 19

Go uld was in Crawfo rd Co unty in west ern
Penn sylvania on September 2..3 . It one ta kes into

accou nt th e tim e to cross the mou ntai ns and organize
his ope rations in a ne w loca tion, he cou ld not have
se rved more th an a few week s at m ost be fore th e state
meeting. Stanton retu rned fro m n ort he rn New England

ior an address in Potter' s church in Pawtucket on

HI A/i:cnC\· Com mu ree ,\ \l nul0::5. meenncs of lune 'i , Iulv 6,
OClOt-oer 'i , I"V> B,nnes and Dumond. I. .119n. Gl'neral
C"wlo/i:u,:. And"ln, .\ 1"", 1880, .11. Camcon 10
Henrv E. Benson , Decem ber :;, lin:;. G.nriSoOn Papers .
Wf>er<llnr. ;\l .a y ~, IRl :;. Melle E Curti . "Non-Resistance
In Ne"'· En/i:l.and." Nt'w En/i:/and QUI1r1erly. II [Ian uarv

Hen ry Clarke Wrlxh t .

Sunday, Septembe r 4, bu t he immed iately withdrew
agai n. Since h is acuvines are unaccounted for between
September 27 and Octobe r 7, he might have been in

Rhode Island . In add it ion, aft er th e sta te anni ve rsaries
in Maine an d Vermont, he m igh t have returned again
by approxi ma te ly Novem ber I. He did attend th e
an n ive rsa ry on Nov ember 9.10

In addition to those already m en tion ed , Nathaniel
Sout h ard, ano ther member of th e band of Sev enty and
a close associat e o f G arr ison , crossed the border from
hi s assigne d field in Massach usetts to Chepache t on

Mon da y evening, October 17, in order to schedule a
lect u re in th e 1Il ..»n's only meeti ng house. The only

IYl9 , .F., Pnllldllt·nr Temperance Document, ui Ihe
Amen c" n Temp.'r,nK" \ ot:lcn· IBmton , 18~.i 1. 1 . :'i27·;:;:!8,
Wilham F. Ca lpm. P/um,.·rmj{ 1m PedCI'.a 5IUdy u/
AmCflcan PC<I('C' ENuU ' 10 llW6 (Syucu'>C, 19.:1.:11. 107.

II/ Lrl'<'rt/ror. October 2'll , IRV. EmanCIpat or . November 10,
December I, l!'tV.. Fn end ot Man . November 3, 18..l6.
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abolitionist in the co m m u nity, a mer ch ant and
president of the bank . was in ch arge 01 the hou se and
readily opened it to Southa rd. T he agent departed for
Bumllv ille to schedule meetings ther e, ret urning to

Chepachet ior a single add ress to about fiftY people
on October 19,21

Ray Potter, the only member of the Seven ty
pe rmanently assigned to Rhode Island, between the
date of his appoinrmenr to a six-months agency in late

September of 1836. and Oc tober 26, lectu red in fifteen
commun ities, trying to arouse interest in th e sta te

mccune. collec t subscription payments. and circu la te
petitions. He assisted Wright in Bristol. After participat 
Ing in the sta te anniversary from November 9 to II ,

Potier proceeded to N ew York City for the agents' train 
in,l1; conve ntion. H e withdrew hom the m eeting early,
however, and resigned his com m ission sho rtl y there

auc r. Acco rdi ng to ne wspapers. he co nfessed in a letter
to hiS Clln,l1; regation that he had en gaged in illi cit
imercou rsc with a church sis ter wh o wou ld soon bear
his ch ild Th is naturally ended Potter's effecti veness in
annslaverv ci rcles, Nevertheless , the co m m itt ee did

appoint him to a local agency and authorized 513 25 for
h rs October lec turing expcnsesll

The Rhode Island An n-Slave ry Society 's first
anniversary convened in the Richmond Street meeting
house In Providence from November 9 10 II Over 130
delegates trom twenty towns listened 10 addresses by

Stan ton , W right, Gould , C. C. Burleigh , Blain , lam es T.
Woodbury, LeWISTappan . Cecrge Benson, and R, G.
W ill iams. Potte r, Southard , and W ill iam Chace wer e

also present. D ifferences bet ween th e office rs of th e
national society an d the aboli tionists of th e state were

open The form er emphasized its obligations to support
the activi t ies nation -wid e an d the resources which it
had expen ded in Rhod e lslund in th e past ; th e la tt er
accentuated th e d rain by the American Ami-Slavery

Soc iety upon local finan cial resources and the national
socie ty's present la ck 01su ppo rt with personnel ,
T appan chided the sta te aboliucmsrs for having

20 f mlln c,plll or . October" and 1.\ , November ,l. 10. 17
and 24. IIB6,

21 ElIllln cJplll(JI. Xovember 10. 1K.V,

21 EIIIllrJClp<Jlur. November 10, I II.V" Friend 0 ' Mlln .
October 1.1, 18.\6. U nn<JlOr . November 25, 18.37.
PaI"'rucker Chronicle. Septembe r .W, 18.36 , February ,l,

.rccorn plrshed so Imle smce the tormanon of th eir
SOCLety the previous winter While J ,SOO abolitionis ts

hved wi thin the stare's borders. they had forwarded
le..s than hali 01 the SI,(XX) they had subscribed to th e
naucnal organiaanon Stanton, WIth Potter agreeing,

explain...d that no a/tent had been employed because
neither the state nor national societies could obtain

one. Yet arihe same nme he defended the nanonal
oth cers by asserting that " Rhode Island has been better
supplied with agems than any State in the U nion.
EiJ;hl agents have been sent here 10 labor for a
..cason ," During the prev ious fifteen months, the

American Ant i-Sla very Socie ty had spent ne arly S2,500
upon a/tents and publicat ion s for the state. Obviously.
thi s was pn ma rily pri or to th e lJr,l1;aniza tLOn of the sta te
society, What co ncerned Rhode Island abolitionists.
however, was not the past , s ixty na tion al agents were
then in th e field, but Rhode Island had vi rtually n on e.>'

Aut hori zati on for th e creation of a committee to hrre
an d direct an agent ior rh... state W.1S one 01 the
principal acti ons of the an n iversary meet ing . Voting to
appoint an agent was easy ; findmg one and fina ncing

hrs ope rations was not The state exccunve com mittee
even advertised in annsfavcry newspapers, an uncom

mon procedure. The American Anti-Slavery Society ,
forced to accept Pouer's resignation, assigned
C. C. Burleigh in Decembe r 1&36to Rhode Island as

won as he completed his labors 10 Pennsylvania, but
the comrmnee in February reversed itself even befo re
Burleigh's other wo rk was complete. Ins tead, it
instructed Stanton and Amos Dresser 10 transfer to

Rhode Island . Stanton m ay have complied tem porartlv,
for rep ort s of hi s activities during Febru ary ....-ere
ske tchy, but he was spe aking in M assach usetts by the

first week in M ar ch . Amus Dresser w as w idely kn own
in the nation While on a uip to visit a relat iv e in
Missb sipp i, Dresser had been seized in Nashville and

found ,.;uil ty by a kanga roo court of being .1 member of
an aboli tion society and 01 sell ing anti-slcnry hteta
tu re He had been tarred and feathered and ousted iro m

11\.17 AlI:cncy Cnmrmnee MmutC<o. meenngs of
November 17, December ft and 10 1&V,.

!J Provi dence lourna l. November 14, 111\6, f manClpllfOl.
November 17 and 1.$ , HIV,. Hettlld oi Ftudom .
xovcmber 1!JI. 18.36 Rhode '_land Counr ry tournai ,
'covember a. 18...'16, Oliver Johnson 10 Tappan Ma rch 22 .
IIn7 . Lewis Tappan Papers,
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th e city, Ap pointed to an age ncy in December 1836, he
served th e ne xt five mon ths primarily in Massachu
se tts, often wu h Stanton . Nevertheless, reports do ex ist

to in dicate appearances in Litt le Compton in ea rly
April, at the meeting of the Providence An ti-Slavery
Society at the Richmond Street Chu rch April 21 and at

the First Baptist meeting house in Pawtucket
on Apr il 28.2-t

Antislavery in Rhod e Island also benefited h om the
short employment of an agent by the state society.

Oliver Johnson was a native of Peacham, ve rmont.
who left his farm home in 1825 to beg in wor k as a
writer and printer for a number of puh hcanons. W hi le
editor of the Boston Christian Soldier in 1831, he h eard

Garrison speak and soo n bec ame one of the strongest
suppn ners of th e Massachu setts Anti -Slavery Socie ty.

Du ring the 1820s h e seve ral t imes re linqui sh ed hi s
pub lish in g ac tivities to serve as lecturmg agent of state
or th e national annslave ry societies. In the w inter o f
IR16· 1837 h e had been .....o rkmg in Pennsylva n ia 10 help
organ ize a sta te so ciety. The agency committee in itially

reassigned Johnson 10 Vermont. Perhaps he d id not
approve of the transfer or perhaps the pressure from
Rhode Island demanded a response. In any case,
johnson resigned his national commission to accept a

financial agency for the Rhode Island Anti-Slavery
Society, certainly with drrecnons to obtain uniulfilled
pledges of money made to the nanonal o rganization
He may have been employed at the same time by the

American Ann-Slavery Society, for the age ncy
commiuee pa id his expenses of S-I 1.89 to

September 20, 183 7.°
Alter a short digression to Bost on to vis it his Wife ,

Johnson tu rne d to Rhod e Islan d for add resses befo re the
ladies' society and two publ ic m eeting s in the Union
Hall in Providence, heginni ng March 4. In addition,
he deli ver ed three lectures in eac h of th e villages of

Chepachet. Harmon y, and Greenville. He found

l-! Emd nc lpar ur , January 12, Apnl 27 , IIU7. ProVidence
1vuma/. November 1..\ , JR,'ti . P<1w l uc ke r Chrunrck.
Aprilltl , 18,'ti. Rhode ldand Counrry /c>umdl , April 21,
l8,l7 , L,/Jerulor, March.!..\ and .11, Apnl 7 and 211,
Mav 5, lune 9, 1!lJ7. Amasa Walke r, Mernon o f
Rev . Arno.' Dressel (no title pagel, 1m.
A/:ency Comm irree Minut es, mee nngs of December 6,
1&16, February 8 and May 17, l8,l 7.

Oliver /ohn'on./ecrurer, wnter llnd edno r.

f rom Oft',ll••• lJoJd Gunoon .. . I I,"" Y . I8&SJ

audiences were small. prejudice w as deep. In the latter
two communities he also addressed the children in
school. He characterized the abolit ion ists of rhe sta te

as cold and macnve. By the third .....eek of M arch he felt
free to retu rn to M assachuse tts , reporting th at

ditfe rcnccs betw een the Amer ican an d Rh od e Isla nd
An n-Sla very soci e ties were sufficiently placated. He
spe nt the re ma inde r of the year in Massachusetts u ntil

hi s retu rn as ge ne ral agent of the Slate society in the
winter ,16

W ill iam L. C ha p lin may also ha ve se rve d in Rhode

Island when he fina lly wa s able to en ter th e em ploy of

15 A..:eno· Committee Minutes, meelln"s oi February 8
and 1..\ , November 2. UU7. Oliver johnson, WJlliam
Llo yd G"m~(Jn and lI i<Trmes [Boston, 1!!!lOT, 251
es pa",m . johnson to Tappan. March 22, HH7. leWIS
Tappan r apers . Ernest L BO~l1 PelJch<1m, Ih e Story of
<1 Vermont 111/1 Tnwn (Mont pelier, 19..\111,119. Ioh n L
M ~' e r s , "Earlv Antislavery A.l:cncy System in
Penn sylvan ia . 18JJ-I 8,l 7," Penmylv<1fl1<1 Htvrory. XXI
lIanuary 196..\1, 81·81.
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the Am erican Ann-Slavery Society . In lu ne 1836
Chaplin was first appointed agent and dir ected to

eastern Pen n sylvaru a Illness m ust have ke pt hi m from
hi s assignment. By March 14, 1837, according to the
minutes of rhe agencv committee, he was rea dy to

beg in. H is expenses of )32.77 we re paid fro m
Febru ary 10 to the close of his agency, probably abo ut
lu ne 3D. Antisla very sou rces seldo m m entioned any
ncuvmes. Willi am Chace wrote tha t only C hapli n and

Sta nt on aided th eir mee ti ngs during the last week of
lunc an d that C haplin, because of illness, h ad not
achieved m uch . The Uberator repor ted that Cha plin

was one of two speakers at the meetings of the sta te
society in Sou th Kingsto wn and East G ree n wich on
lunc 10 and 11 , respect ively . C haplin furwarde d SJO to

the national society's treasury.J"
The crest of antislavery agency acti vity w as rea ch ed

in Rhod e Island a vcar earlier than in m any sta tes.
Because of its small size and popula tion, the sta te had
offered an unusual opponuniry to dem onstrate what a
concen trated campaign of one man - in this case
Henry B. Sta n to n - co uld ac complish in engendering
an us lavcrv sent ime nt. Us ing the te chniques already

fami liar from other h uman itarian and reform
m ovement s. alr ea dy refine d by 1835 for antislavery
applicubihty , an d building upon th e foundati on s

esta blished by earlier lecturers fro m the summe r of
I&U un til he began and the ex istence of inceptive
soctenes in Pawruckcr an d Providence, Stanton,
accompanied III the final drive by a number of other
annvlavery agents. had kindled such thought an d

enthusiasm that public se ntimcnt was changed and a
sta re antislavery Of/:anization fo rmed in Febru ary 1836 .
Thereafter, th e need of the resou rces of the Am erica n

Am i-Slav ery Society else whe re and the confi de nce of
its leaders th a t Rhod e Islanders them selv es co uld
cont inue the crusade caused Rh ud e leland to fall
hehind other sta tes in its anti·slavery progre ss. The

16 joh nson 10 Tappan , March 22. I8..H , LeWISTappan
Papers PW\"J ,I ..nee lOllmal. March -I. IfB 7 Emancipator,
Apr il l 7, liB7. LII'('T(1 rnr, Novem ber .1, Un7 , William
Bnncv. 1<1/111'\ C. /ilnl<'~' and H1S Tunes [New York,
IR90I, l 90.

1.7 EOulnClI'<IlOr, lunc 19, IH.J7. Ll!'CflHot, lun e .1.0. 111.17.
Friend o r ,\1'111 . lulv 19, llH7. Dumond, I, .\04. Will iam
Chace 10 Phelps, [ulv D , 18..17. Phelps Pape rs ,\1yefS,
Penmy/v</nla H1SI(lIy , XXI, 76-77. A~ency Commin ee

number o i auxthanes in the nancn almost doubled

trom :"27 to 1,0Cl6 between ,\by 1836 and M ay 183 7.
National membership was es timated .11 over ICKl,(XXl

Yet if the promise oi early 1836 ..,..as nor to tally
iu lfilled , Rhode Isla nd ha d made its imnal movement
into th e su pport oi the im mediate aboli non cause.
By la te 1!U6 an ant islavery scctcrv h ad even bee n
foun ded in N ewport . On August I , 1&17, the stat e
ur guniza tinn spo nsored m eetings com me morating th e

frccing of slaves in the Britis h Em pire with ga the rin gs
J t Providence, Hns rol , an d New port. Few would hav e
predic ted two yeats before th at th e August sta te
mcctmg could he held at the State House in New port as
It was on August 11 and 11 , 1837. Pol lowmg the

example in vermont and M assachu setls, loc al
abolmomsrs bega n to qui: candidates for political office
concerning then thoughts about slavery in the Dis tric t
til Columbia , the righ t o f pet it ion , and the admission of
sla ve-holding Texas to the American un ion. As th e

Ame rican Ann-Slavery Society 's AnnU<ll Report
decl ared in 11\.17, " W here last year aboliti onism was
bra n ded as treason , thi s year it ha s been open ly av ow ed .
M en wh o last yea r hoped to rise to pow er by abusing

Aholi t ion ists, a rc th is year humbl y aski ng abo lit ion
vo tes." lames G. Birn ey, corresponding sec retary of th e
national otgamzauon . repo ned in IIt3fl in a sta te-by
sta le analysis of the stre ng th of alllislave ry sentiment

that Rh ode Island .....as the only vrate into wh ich
abolition had been fully in troduced and in which a
mob had never gamed an upper hand. Antislavery
lecturing activity ....· a ~ not ended in the state. N ever
theless, the financia l s tr inge ncies produced by the

Pan ic 01 1837 and d issen sion wu hm the anrislavery
mc vem en t uscl! shi fte d the me thods an d di rec tion of
aboli tio n lab or s after I R37. Wh at is important is that
the agents hy rh.u date had gen erat ed aru lslavery

senti me nt th rougho ut th e state and oraa ulacd it so rhar
gruw th could co ntinue and pu blic pol icy be effecred.v

Mm utes, meeunes o f June 5, [ulv 6, 1ll.'.6, Fehrua r ~' ll,

March P . May 17, [ulv R, IIB7 .

l R Fourth Anlllwi Rl'POIl AmericalJ Allll ·Sll1vcry .\"nclcly
[Ne w York , 110 71, .~ I, 4.t Wilh el m 1\1 . Chace IU Th omas
W, Don , lulv III, nn7, Rider Collection [Iohn Hay
Library. Brown Universityl. Hl'fdlJ of Frt'cdoITJ,
November 26, IItl,6, Rhode I.dand COUOlrY lourn<//.
July 21. AUKust III. 1837. Liberlltor. AU~USI4 . 18J7.
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Director's New sletter

In April of this yea r we shall en te r our one hundred
and fiftieth year of acuvitv as a Society. In thc li ves of
histo rical agencies in th is cou ntry it represents a
milestone of no sma ll proportio ns; only a handful of
our sis ter institutions have cele brated a sesq uicenten
nial ann iversa ry. In the life of our own organization it
provides a convenient n me to assess acco mp lishments
ove r a century and a half and a chance to conside r what
remains 10 be done to fulfill the hopes of our founders.

The Rhode Island Historical Society was formed
because of a "cry real concern about the gradual
destruction and dissipancn of the records and relics of
the colonial past . Tradition tells us that Iohn Howland,
a vete ran ot the Revolu tion and holder of dozens of
civic ofhces, once rescued a packet of Roger \'Vill iam s
letters from the cobblestones of a Providence street
where the)' had been tossed on d heap of rubbish.

Over rhc years the vaned interest and enrhusrasm of
the members, the off icers , and the Sociery's curators has
led to the development of a great historica l co llection
of books, docu ments, and museum objects comprised
of several individually great collectio ns. Wh ile the
emphasis has shifted from time to lim e the general goal
has remained u nchanged: to collect, to prese rve, and
10 interpret th e ma teria ls of ou r Sta re's h istory.

The recent drqUl.\ilwn of lour hundred and filly /ettl'TS
and documl'nu prrtmOln,!: III lohn /nnl'I Clark and tns
family tnovrdes on lmPllIlanllO.i,lth, 10 0 maior personal'ly
amnn,!: Ihe ltleol merchanl pnnces uf fohn Brown'I day.
Herelofore almo,' IOlolly ol>,culed, Clark emerges a\ a
cornmetctal equai 0; lohn Brown , Th, .' IOvenwry of
carpenttv work for Ihe CJl.lerior of hi.• ,!:reot houIe, located
at Benent and fohn SUetl." appeared in Ihe paper\. The
house. ·;hown in IhH drawlO,IC, Wa ,\ destroyed by tire in 1849.

In th e rcrnaimng decades o f thi s century it would
seem that our origin al purpose can be best pursued by
cnnnnuing to collect for the Ioh n Brown House and
Museu m and hy ever enrichi ng th e holdings of our
library ; by co mpleung as wel l as is physically and
financially poss ib le the wo rk of restoring Iohn Brown
House , an d by expa nding our ca pacity 10 in te rp ret thi s
hernage through ou r lect u res and our magazine, but
mOSI imponan tly through the facility of a lectu re hall
which can also serve to exhibit Rhode Island objects
and through the medium of a new Slate hi sto ry whi ch
will translate Rhode Island's expe rience to ne w
generations oi Rhode Islanders.

The officers and sta ff have already bee n at work
soning OUI prtonues and making plans and prepara
tions. To a la rge extent the ;I\"3ilability of fu nds wi ll
determine ou r speed though not ou r di rection. As in
the past, the membership will receive appeals for both
par ticular and gene ral projects. We hope they will
respond wuh the same gene rosity and determination as
our iounders; the concern is every bn as u rgem roday
as it was in 1822. T h is Socie ry has nOIonly su rv ived a
century an d a half, ic has p revailed - due in large part
to generous bequests by individ uals wh o hon ored not
only their fore fathe rs and rbc past, bUI the msel ves and
th e futu re ;IS well .

LJe\l,!:neJ l>r l\-f<1lcu/m Grear Designers, Inc. 1969
Type , .. I bv TrpC'fltlll,lt Sen'iet Cc .
PTlnledl>y ForemOSI Lllhograph Co.
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