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Students and the Andrews Legend at Brown

EJi~hJ Bcruamm Andrews. presiden t oi Brown

Uni\nsity trum IllljY to IH98, was an ambuiou s and

dvnarmc leader . Despi te meager finan cral resources he

batt led to tr.mstorm Rhode Island's most venerable

college mtc a tull -tlcdgcd umversuy. HIs presidency

" .1' charactenccd by mnovanon and growth : .1 thr ee
told mr.:rCJSC rn en rollment, greatly exp.mdcd course

orlcnngs, the J"embllng OJ J dlsnngurshcd racuhv, the

loundmg oi 01 women's college . the developmen t of J
promisuig graduate program , and J bold cxpe nmen t in

university exte nsion .'
In addition Andrews found time fo r outside interes ts

l ie was an active pub lic spe aker, a p roductive scho la r,

and a social reformer involve d in the ma jo r iss ues of hi s

day '! In llly7 his uucon vemional views on currency

reform conmbutcd to 01 serious con tlicr with the

univervnys trustees The irnmediarc quest ion wa s one
of tree speech , and Andrews became the foc a l point oi

an exciting, nauonallv -dcbated academ ic freedo m

comroversv. '
Elisha Beniamin Andrews was an adaptable m an wh o

deliberately sought OUt a broad range 01 experiences .

·:\1r, Hans en is A~'lsUnt Prof esso r of Hrstorv at
Cnlom do Sta te Umvcrsnv. .

E. Benjamin And re...·~ Ann ual Report a/ the Pre.~ident

ro the COtPOWflOn <Ii Brown Umvumy, IR9().IR%, 1898
(in 1.-;9'" Andre....~ was on vahbancal Ieave and the repo rt
Wa5 wrrncn bv .;IC!l IlJ: presrdcnt Bcruarnm f Clarket
Annual rerort~ arc on file m Umvervnv Hall , Brown
Umvervitv Providence R.I . f or Andrews' mvolvernent
with the' Umvervuv of Chicago and hl~ relauons with
WIlham Ramev Ihtper see Richa rd J Stan, H<ltper 's
Unu·efSltv T he Bcxmmngl A HI ~torvnf the Umvenity of
ChI cago IChlca;.:o. 19661;Thomas Wakefield Goodspeed.
Wl lIwm Ramey H<lIpa [C hicago, 19281.41·,4] ; An drews
"The G ranville Period ," Blb/ieal World, 27 [Ianuarv-lu nc
1906!, 167-7U.

.! fames E. Han sen . [I, "G allan t. Stalw art Bennie
Elisha Benjamin And rews iIR44-1 9171- An Educator' s
Odyssey" [unpublished Ph D. dtssenanon , Un iversity of
Denver, 19691, ,m '·82,

J Hansen . 29:5-357.

hy tames t. tt anscn, /I "

He see me d 10 rhnve on new challenges and en icyed
successful ca reers in reli g ion, teaching and scholarship,

and academic leadership. ' At the sa me time, he ...'eve r,
he adhered to some cons tant values : the Chns ua n
religion , th e respon-ability 0 1 crca n ng a bcner soc ie ty ,

and the task of encouraging the deve lopment oi young

people. Particularly remarkable WJ S his Impact upon

the young. At Brown . both as protesscr and president,

An drews di!>played an un usual sense 01 ded ication

towards s tudents, and few American educators have

ins pi red suc h profound affection and loyalty as did

" Ben n ie" Andrews.!
Andrcws' success with young people is significant

because it was achieved at a time wh en stu dent

relations wi th profes-ors and co lle ge ad m m is rra to rs

were strained Lawrence vevscv ha s no ted that
"betwee n und crgradu. ues and thei r profC~SOIS at the

end of the nineteenth century a gulf yaw ned so deep

that it could appropriately be called th e 'awfu l
chasm." :" Thrv chasm cxrsred because students tended

10 perceive the colleec ;.I.S two dIstinct communities :

one, at the " cu rriculum and the cata log " l and ano the r.

~ G raduauug fro m Rruwn 1Il Hl70, Andrews accepted a
position as principal of the Connec ticut Literary Institute,
,J Baptist-affiliated prcparatory school Two yeats later he
enr olled at th e Ne wton Theological ln seituuon, prepared
lo r the ministr y, and in 187-1- becam e pastor of the
Beverly (_I\ta s~ 1B.lpl1S1 Chu rch. In 187:5 he ltSsumed the
peesrde nc v 0 1 Denison Un iver suv In 11179 he' resigned
and embarked upon .1Il extended pcnod oi teaching and
scholarlv acuvnv 3 professorship at S"ewton , 1879-1<2;
graduate studv In Germany , IS'l2·1'll J prcfessorsbtp at
Bro n, 1 ~1l1·"!l and another at Cornell . 1888·89. In 1889
he as called back 10 Brown to become pre-adem. Leavin g
Blown in 1898, Andrews wcn t to Chicago ....he re he
served a~ supcnntendenr o i that cuv's public school
system He concluded his educational ca reer as chancellor
of the Vni\'e'rsity o i Nebraska , 1900-01'

." "Bennie" is the atlccuona te nickname studen ts gave to

Andrews, In reminiscences it has been spelle d "Bennie"
and "Benny." Th e term er spelling has been used most
frequently.

6 Lawrence R. VC)' s c ~' , ElJl a.~cn cc of tile Am a ic<1tl
UtllVCmly [Chicago. 1965I. 294. Sec also lc hn S.
Bru bachcr and Willis Rudy, flJ gh er fduc<1/1on In

Trcnsmon i~e .... York, 1%81. 122,
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0 1 arhleuc come..t ~ .l raternIlY pames, Y;\\ CA meetings,
and mrcr-cla,.. melees. Moreover, undergraduates fou nd
cxuacurncular acuv IUe~ more real and rc warding than
the classroom . Thi.. uudook reflected the values at d

compennvc . matcnah ..nc soc iety College p rovided
socral con taus and an J ura 0 1 rcspccrahrtuy that were
u..clul In the businc.... \, orld . Prorcs..crs, ho wever, had
w irhdr.iwn trum this world . Th ey tnund iul fillmcm in
..umcwhur cku..tctcd intellec tual co mmitme nts, not in
~truK);:les over "lICi'lll'festigc and money . Pupil and
teacher thus 'lppr".ldll:d the college experience with
dufercn t perspecti ve.., and these ditlerenccs produced
conflicts Because ..rudcnts would not ~Iudy voluntarily,
pmre....or s subjected them to trequenr, mandatory

ex am in at ion'>, undergraduates often rc-ponded by
ch eaung In value.. Interests , and temperament, stu
dent.. anJ InstruClor.. had little in common."

Discord w a.. als o gen erated by th e tr.rditional concept
III In loco I',Hdlll). under which studcnr-,we re
subjected 10 HJ:urous moral . reliJ:ious, and intellectual
supe rvision . T hi s pau- mallvrlc Jpproach 10 higher
cduc.niun feat ured .Luly chapel services, innu me rable
rules governing person al conduct, rigi d ly prescribed
curricula, cumpulsurv class ancnd.mce, an d autho rita r
ian reaching methods Since pr ofcvso rs and co llege
prcvider us were charged with enforcing this wstem.
arnicahie relations with studen ts were often impaired.'
After the Civil War the influence of aca demic paternal
ism was [educed hy increasing secularism , the
relax.men of Puritan moral raboos . widespread accept
ance of the clecuve svsrcm . and rhe example of the
German university However, important vesugev of the
rradmon continued - a iac t which many u nder
~raduatcs resen ted 10

Elisha Benj am in Andrews came to Brown as a tea ch er
in Septe mbe r IRRl following more tha n a year of
graduate st udy ab road Sin ce IRf>.J- th e ch air of history
and poli tica l eco no my which he now ;I ....umed, had
been fille d by one of the most pop u lar and respect ed

7 George E. Pet e rson . Th e _"-'ew En;.:land CoIle;.e in the
A,I!;e 0/ rhe UOII"'r'lly [Amherst. [9(7). ij(,·87.
Brubacbcr and Rudy , 1[9·.)')

K vcvsey, 298·.1Q.\. Brubacher and Rudy. 122.

9 Bruhacher and Rudy , 4-1·44, ~1-57 . Frederick Ru do lph,
The Amellc,m Col/ext' arui fJnJ\"Cr~lty (New York, 19621.
U-I09_

Alrhouxh Prnrd'n1 . \nd,"w was al>k TO l>fl d.lI..i' rhe
lll'l ful ch, m " 1\ , -0,,,, JemIe aod .X Udcu Hlcular

Intant-. Ihere I \ ul,ou Ihllr It dId peT\l r In modi fied
,ol m. A 1909 r r lTd cal allife the tud.·m mc i ercnccs

..... ....----,--
-~~-
~:'~ -,:;~.--.-•...

, rJ ,oU"""",,, 1I/11S til> dl

pIuks~IS In the umv elsll''''s history, I Lew is Diman,
a master insuucuu . idohccd by students lur Ius manly
bcanng. bnlham lcctu rmg. and keen sense 01 humur.
In ad dition, he WJS abs ol utely commi tted IU intellec tual
honesty. Disdai ni ng crit icism, he turcc f ully ex pressed
lumsclt on such contruvc rsia l topics ;Is the benefits uf
tree tr ade and the virtues of Cat hohcrsm. Hi s fairn ess in
treunng all sides II I In issue was widely recogn ized.

10 Brubacher ;LOU Rudy, 122-23. Pet er son , 113-48 ,
v evsev, 299-3UJ.

I [ Walter C. Bronson. Hl,~tory of Brown Univer.~iry

J 764·1914 (providence, 19[ 41,409-11. Caroline Hazard,
comp. MCmUlI \ of [. LeWb Dirnao [Bos ton . 1811l ).
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Prctessor Diman's rcpurancn was such th at, repea ted ly,

leadmg schools otiercd him anracuve professorships.
and rwu un ivcrsmcs even sought him as president.II
This was the man whom Andrews rep laced , and
compa risons between Drman and the new proressor
were inevitable.

An drews met rhis challenge rem arka bly well. From
the begmrnng he firmly established a d ist inc tive
teach ing style ex pressing his own intellec tua l inde
pen dence. His classroom procedures were rarely
inhibi ted by rr.nhnon Studen ts in his tory and politica l
economy received svllubi ....-hich provided a co urse
synopsis and elirrunared the customary need for
memori:mg block.. (Ii material irom di c ta ted lectures. U
He also mmirruzcd many or the resmcnve formali ties
which characrenaed tcachmg oi that era In his classes
the recitation , an oral drill to de termine whcrher or not
..tudcms had correcdv memori:ed vpecrtic asvignmems,
wa-, an occasional in ..read of a constant Instruct ional
method Andrews abo deviated h om esta blished pra c
tice hy perrnimng students ro rai se questions during
class and to disp ute his conclusions. Hi s fore most
objective was to promote a spiri ted excha nge of ideas
between pupil and te;lche r. 13

The students we re h ighly responsive to h is informal
ity an d 10 his Iiheral use of vlang and hu mor to enliven
discussions or vrre..s points. D unng a his tory class
meeting. Andrews described a ce rtain king as lacking
"iavrn." Bewildered , a studen t raised his hand and
asked . " Pro fessor Andrews , what I ' ' jasm'!" " Don 't you
know what iasm is!" rep lied Andrews in a surprised
10m:. "lasm is a buzz-saw ripping through a keg of
tenpen ny nails "I ' Another time, after completing a
d iscuss ion on the tcrrn.. II priori an d Il rovuniori.
Andre ws asked a studen t a question on some historica l
m a tte r. The pu pil ~(lt up, sta m me red, and f inally

confessed th at he h,HI forgotten th e answ er . H e sat
down , and an ot h er was abo u t to take up the q ue st io n
when the fi rvt suddenly begun w aving hi .. hand. Aske d

12 am E. Randall , Brown Rcmmiscences. May 24, 19,35.
The Brown aceuntsccnces. he reafter cited BR, consis t 0/
photocopies " I responses to an lnqUlTy made by
Pro fessor Will iam T. Hasrings and Judge John S.
Murdock durin g IY,I'; and 19.10. These an- supplemente d
by eulogies. and interv iews conducted h~' Hasungs III

19,3S and bv I'ro!cssur Gilbert E. Case In 19S9. Originals
0/ these ma terials arc prese rved hut not systc mancallv
arranged In the Rrown University Arch ives

....-ha r he wanted to say. the young man replied tha t he
nov. remembered the an ..wer pertccrlv The protessor
ga\ e him a I lJn~ good-narured glance and said, " A hale
<-I p O, reI/OIl , ,\ 1r. II ")

To some lit lu..peers, especidlly certai n older m em
hers 01 the racul rv, such intorrnaluv see me d undignified
.md Jt nmcs highly irritating, though III h is students it
W.h H' ry exciung. I iunng a period when th e Brow n
t.rcuhy was donun .ucd by an older genera tion of
instructors. such as Ezekiel G. Robin son , John L.
Lincol n . Albe rt Harkness, and T W hlt inK Bancroft,
men who seldom II ever used slan g and who told no
n.kes unless bused upon the scriptu res or the classics,
Andrews was enormously rc frcshmg.!- Ill' had a knack
lor snmulanng young minds in provocanvc and

entertaining way-
In addition to hi .. impact as a reacher, Andrews

achieved some nut ice tor his involvement in student
cxrracurncu lar activi ties Rarelv did he decli ne an
undergraduate appcnltor assicrancc . When a group of
polit ica l economv pupils formed :10 eco nomics club ,
he encouraged them an d regularly attended their
mccti ngs.!" W hen till' smdc»r deh;l l ill.l: socie ty need ed
a spca kcr in r one of its met' tin,gs, An d rcws ap pea red and
delivered an en):r".,sin,l: address on the importa nce of
extemporaneous ,>pl:akin~and knowledge of pa tl ia
mental)' practice I~ Fur rhcrmn rc on nume rous

occasions I'rofe..sor and \ lr.. Andrew.. opened thei r
home to Brown vtudcntv th us en couraxmg persona l
rclatiflnshlr~ with numerous voung people.19

Andrews' acnvrucs in Providence between lRR~ and
11',,1'\ were no t con fined to the univcr..uv alone As a

former Bap ti'" m tm src r his tnterevr In rdi~ion and
preaching rema ined strung. O n most Sunday mornings
he could be found either ~upplvin.l:some vacant pu lpit
or cond ucting Sund.rv school cl,l"ses,2o As m ight he
t'XllCC ICd, Andrew s' pll"lchi n~ had ,I definite appea l for
mnnv umvcrsttv <mdcurs To \\'a lter C. Bronsnn, clnss
of 's7 , the profes.." r'" f eJ r l e s~ rat ionali sm , combin ed

1.1 A Clinton Crowell. RR . December 7, 19.~5 ,

I ~ Bronson, BR , unpuhlivhed aut olno graphv. 21

I~ James L. Ien ks. lJR. Artil 12, 1 9 ~ ~

10 Randall, BR. May 24, 19.15.
17 Bronson, BR,12,
IX Hru/lonl<ln,!l (IIlK.I·K5), 17-18,
IY /'/UviJena 1011mal, february 12, [885.
!O I'rnviclen ce 1"lImal . October 7, 1........-1 ; November 10, 18110

l



wnh ~u.lII.1: tanh In rhc csscnuals ot C h n -na nu v. m ade
it posoble tor -kcp uc al vo ung men - such a~ Bronson
- to rcrn.nu rn th e church and vet rcram imellccrual
rrue grn v Th r-,kmd 01 rdl~wn rcvpccred b.uh tradmon
and r uncal thll1kln~.md seemed co mple te ly devoid 01
the mealy-mouthed plamudcs thai sometimes passed
lor Chri,lian ilY durmg that pe riod.!1

A, a cl.r-vroom tc.rchcr .md as a dvuarnic figure borh
on .md uti campus. Andrews easily met the chal lenge 01
succeeding I' rofc scor lJrmau. Srudcntv rc..ponded
eruhusiasncallv to the new instructor and , whe n in
IHHS he lett to become pmte..sur 0 1 politica l economy
and finance at Cornell Uruversirv. thq' cxprcs-ed their
di vappointmcrn . An undergraduate newspaper

co m me nte d cduonally
\\' l" would not prC',ullll til qucancn the wisdom o f OUf

much bdm cd tu,d'a III Icuvlnjf, Brown tor fh h new
rid.lm work lind milucnce, O n fhal )ublecl lu alone "
llJmpl II n l III WdXl' \\'c l'<l IlIlOl 110\\ ever kl him dcpurl

wltllOu t <111 l' XI'TC I,J(J1! o f sincere <Il'l'TeclUtioll ui Ilis
wmk <lnd mf1u CIlCC her,'. ~c1J(lltltly !Ind Ilhewl ill 1111 hi s
ill.l!TlICt!OIl, 11(' h'lI IIllfllTcd eVen'lIldll ufldl'I hi lllwillJ

rill arden: whlJ for kar/ling Inll' Il,lcly lIltL're.,ted in
<.'I'crytllln,l( oi I1l1ne,1 to "tile /loy.,," he h'H won Ihl'

pe1\wI!I1 ildmll,llllln ,md J[}\'(~ of every mun in Ihe

" ollc~e II

In rhe same mIK,J a gra dua re of 'RS crinciacd the
school for permuung Andrews to leave and declared
rhur 01 all COUI~l'~ at Brown , Andrews' alone radi ated

an atmosph ere 0 1 intellectual excucmcm T h is
alumnus acknow ledged the scholarly qualificanons oi
Rrown 's tacuhv hut decla red that ie w of rbe,e men
were ..:re;t l teachers nr inspirers of yo ut h. " T o m any of

the ~rad ll;l!e" dUIln~ the pa"t ii,'e vcars, he has bee n the
prorhet an d the ImplIa tion oj a new in td lec mal li fe."D

Andrew s ' J pI'1l11l tmelll at Corn ell was c1cJ r evidence
uf his growing rro i l' ~ s i f) n al reputat illn as scho la r and
te ache r jor he was c;tlled to take the place of the
Tl'now ncd and co ntrove rsia l Henry Caner Adams , T he
vea r at Cornell. hownCf, WJSb ut a tem porJ ry inter ru p-

! I Bronson RR.! I
! ! E1runoIJlI1lJ.!! d l'. " "-8<Jl, ~
2 i /'wIld<'IJl. 10lH/Illl lul y.!. 18S~ ThiS Jlumnu~ ' crit icism

mav not han~ hcc'n lu..nfit:J, AccmJin~ 10 Allred G.
lan~dc\' , '7 (" 1'1l"IJCnt [ : eklc! G Ruhinsun hored th,lt
Andrew ' ml.\:hl nl' hIS successor. He hdll;vcJ Ihat if
A nd r l' w~ kIt ['wI'j,knce lor a lime, Brown woul J n:ahze
liS llls~ and 1.',111 h im h,lCk as r resident 'll the earliest
"I'rmlunll)' "'n /'rul 'l<!nlC,' '''II71WI. August 11, 1l:! 97.

l~ Woltam.ln T !-inn·lt, (."0111<'11 Ulliv ,'IIIlY: A IILIIDry,l\'
\t"cw Ynrk 1'X) ~ 1 , 2. , ].i2·:H AJam' ~ul'r"r1cd the ideal
Ihat <>eholars ~hl,uld cml'lo~ ' their knowkdl(e (Q remedy

lion . In September ISK9 he re rumed 10 Providence to

avsumc the rcspcnvibihnes 01 the Brown prcsidem.u
In the years 0 1 his presidency Andrews won iro m his

stude nts a hl~ alt v suc h ,1'. no predecessor had eve r
auamcd. Fur. dcspuc hi-, ambrnons tor Brown as an
in vtitution . hi s numerous admi n istra tive burdens, and
hI, rel igious and scholarly involvements. he sul l held
lumvclt to a tundarncnral du ty of th e old urne co llege
pre~ident : he cunvcrously tried to lntlucncc as many
srudcms a, r , ,, ~i h l e in 'I personal an d ind ividual way .
Con tinuing a pr.icncc he had followed while pre sident
of Denison Uruvc rvuv. J small denominational college,
Andre", conducted a course in practical ethics.L~ In

rhc old time college this class served J~ the culminat ion
u! the acadcnuc experience. Offered dunng the senior
vc.rr , and rradmunallv conducted by the school
pre-adem, It cncnmpac-cd a variety oi fields , including
many that later emerged as specialized "social
scien ces" pvvchologv . ;,ociolllK)' , and pchncal science.
t~wnt ially it wav de~igned to provide .1 proper Chnsuan
and mora l oncmanon for young men ..:uing OUt in to th e
\\(,rld2 6 Needless to ,ay rhi s objective with its em phasis
upon person al nwr;llity and cha racter bu ild ing appealed
strungly W Andrews' mintsrcrial outlook. Il l.' taugh t
the course with panicul.n cnrhusia..m and, since it was
otic red during the senior year, caused many studen ts to

leave Brown with a vrvrd irnpn-svion oi his ideas and
personal \-itJlity ,n

Throughout hi ' prc srdcncv Andre.....s maintained
'peelal omcc hours so rhar young persons experiencing
duuculnes might meet with him and, occasionally, he
even opened hi-, home lor this purpose. when cases 01
student rrusconducr occurred, it wa~ An d rews who

aCtcd 10 gU'lratll~'e th;u certain qandanls of behavior
..... l're maintJ.ined In shon, like the old ti me coll ege
president, Anu rl' \n displa yed a ~ tron,l; in te res t in the
pe rson al 'Illd mo ra l 'ISwell as the irltl, lkctua l growth of
the reople who ,mended BIOwn2~ T h h approach 10

l'ducation W<1~ cle'Hlr IIJllitional , ~tre~'l n&the indivis i·
bilitv oj leami nl': and an ordc rly Chri~tian l:nvironmen t;

the c'·ils o i SOCle,,' In IH88 he w~~ dlsml~~d for
dclh'erjn~.l I'[(..lahor ~I'l'ech th ,:I.I annoyed a powerful
heneiaetnr oi the unl\'er~lIy He wa_ lmmt:dlatdy ca.lled
10 Ihe UlllveT~HY 0 1 ,'-l iehi!;an and enioyed J long .lnd
dislinl:"uished <:a leer .:I t Ann Arbur . Vey~ey , 76-77 .
Rlch.:lrd Hoi'I,ldlt:r and Walter I' Mel::I(er, Development
of Acadcrmc F1,...oJ(lTIJ m rho: Umled SMItS INcw York,
19551, ~ 1 9

15 Al Dt:nislln this cour"e was t:l1lltled "mulal philosophy."
O~man C. Huul'Cl, Ik n ison Rl'mllliscl:nccs, January
1')18. The Denl"'" RCOllllisccncesconsIst 01 mat er ials in
the Denisun Unj\'tr~lty library, eUIUI(Il:S, .lnd I WO or



79 Tin "''\I()''IW~ r scr vn

but it wa-, cm ploycd « u h such ~kll1 that many students
\ rewed th e ple~ldent ' ~ dne(( uu luence a-, a highly
~ lgl1l ti e a nt ract ur m their lOul collegIate expe rie nce.
In an age 01 dbcurdant ..tudcru-t.rculry relat ions and 0 1

....-Idcsprc.id undcrgr.ulu.nc uppovmon to academic
l'.llefllali;.m, Andrew, w,,~ dearly an cxccpuunal
ligun:.!Y

Among the bcneflcrunc, ul Andrews' unusual inte rest
III srudem, w a» lames H 111~lns , class ot '9!S, later
go ve rn or 01 Rh ode Island Itom 1907lO 1m. Higgins
appeared in the president'.. uttrcc one d.ly hupmg to

secure a schola r..hlp A poor buy, but dctemuned to

uh tam all educat ion, h e had worked long hou rs
financing mghr ..chool cla-oc.. in o rde r to quahfv ior

college admi-viun Untortunatclv. by the n mc he was
able to come til Providence ,111\1 meet with Andrew"
all tinancialaul I<H rhc cunung school yea r heldbee n
alloc.ncd Hi~lns was bitterly disappointed, but
apparently there W;!'> mnhrng that could be done.
Andrews however, recognmng the young man 's acute
unhappmc...., told him to come back the next dAY.

when HIAAJns returned. he wa-, amazed to discover
that 10.111 money had been made aYililablc ; he ....-ould be
pe rmitted to enroll ior the com in g term Thus J ames
Hi~ill;' \\01' able to obtain hb education and move on
toa distinguished career in public service. Several year s
after his gradll.l!ion. l lil;,l:im returned [<J Brow n to pa y
otf hi, debt Going to the financia l orfice, he asked how
m uch he owed . _\ 1 y ~ ter iomly, no one seemed to kn ow ;
there were no records III any financial a rrangements
in volving Hl~lIls . Andrewv, im pressed by the yo ung
man 's story , had put up the m oney himscli. W1

A number 01 studcnrv, like Higgins, achieved promi
nence in la te r luc af te r being influenced by An d rews.
One was Alexander Meiklelohn , c lass of '9.~, who, as
presiden t of Amherst College an d dean of the
Experi menta l College a t the University of W isconsin,
played a key role in reinvigorating th e twentieth

century liberal arts college , .\1elklejohn believed that,

thr ee mqumcs ny PIIltessot William T. lIaslin~s
conccrrung Andrews' acnvrues there IOrllo: lIlals of the
latter arc In Brown Untvcrvnv Archives),

16 Ceorge I' xchrmdr. Th .· Old TlIlIt, Collcl".c I'rnidenr
[Ne w YUTk, IY.lOl, 108·111

17 Henr y D, Sharpe, Notebook of E, Benjamin Andrews
course III Practical EthICS, lauunrv-Iune 1894, Brown
Uruvcrvny Archives Also Charles Dana, Apri l 4, 1935;
George S, EIILs, Arril9, IY,~ "> . Henry F. Hu,><:: , April 10.
1935; hank Gum Lewis. lunc 17, 193">; and Mary E.
wocllev, December 31. 19 ~"> . all BR.

111 Brown Dml y Ht'f a/d. Dunner 1.1 , 1892, Schmidt, .">2-S.l

I<lmes H Hljl.'(lm . cI<I\5 01 '98. uW<lrdcd Andrew~' ial lh In

hun ThIS pmtrmt oi Rhode II/a nd·s Govnnor JlIUlm,
1907·1909. h,mg.\ In Ihe ~liIl.' H OlH C.

ideally, higher learning should foster liberal culture and
absolutes 01 in te lligence and morality which w ould
equip st udents tur a l ite ot ..clt-disciplmcd freedom."
He part icul urlv held tha t true ed ucation should emb race
the whole nun an d not he lim ited to the promotiun of
eff ic ie ncy or to social sl' rviel'. T he purpose of th e
Amenc.ur college. he said,
i-; not pr inuuiiv to u'dch lilt, terms of hl·mg. not

29 f or obscrv auons on the chan.c;inJ:cbar.tcn-r vi the colleJ:e
.lrld universttv presidency see Peterson , UH·-W;
vcvscv, I S'.! .

.u James N Axhton. lJK A pr il 1.~ . 19J5. " Hllo:lo:lIlS, James
Henrv." N<ltiOll<IJ Cyclrlp,-dia of Amai..,111 IJIO);WpJ1Y.
16 (19171,401.

.\1 Charles [asper Cooper , "Alexander Merklc jnhn
Absolute..otlnrelhgence In Pohncal and Con..nrunonnl
Theor y." DI"" eIf<lllOn AIHu<lc!> .!9 IKnv~mhcr 196~ 1 ,

1:;76·A Seen Abbot t. "Phrlosopher and Dean
Alexander .\1clkleiohn.1t B''''''n, 1901-1912." [unpub
hshed maste r's thesis, Umversuy of Denver, 19661.
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prUllllfl/Y to gn·/.' llrad/~-/.' !O the ,Ht (1/ Jiving, bUI rath er

to broad.'n ,Ifld deepen !lIt? Hl.\it::h r IflIO life It,di, to

oprn up till' f1clln of human experience. ct liuaaiu re.
0/ naltuc. 0' an 0' rdJt::wn. 0/ phl1(J\orhy. of human
tciaucms, ,ol/al, u{)/WIllJC, po/akal. to arouse an
undenlanilmg <lnda/'1'r, ua/lfm Of mese. .m tha t life
may he lull. r and ncher m cuntcm • in a wo rd, the

tmmatv 'und/un lit IlIe AIllCflcall college is the
llfClu,mg of mldC,,, l

In lY12 :'-1eiklcioh n became pres ide nt of Amherst
where he W ;! s htghlv succcssru l in promunng his
pamcular educational ph iloso phy - a phi losophy
which he felt had been ~reatly influenced by the
reaching 01 And rews M crklc iohn idolized Andrews
,lOd li ken ed his reaching abihucs to those oi Socrates.
He noted tb.n the prcstdcm "seemed to give an answer
to rh.n que..non in ....-hicb <111 other questions are
summed up What shall I be!" M oreover, he sa w·
An drews as a u ue champion 0 1 liber al cult u re: " It s
lcarnmg and ItS an . n-, literature and thought,
ItS science and rehgion hold th eir way wn h h im. He
dr eamed 01 making men 0 1 cuhure.v-'

Anothe r st udent deeply irnprcsccd by h is contacts
wirh Elisha Bcnia mm Andrews was fohn Hope, the
renowned Negro educator, I--t Son 01 a w h ire fat her an d

a ~CI~ro mot he r, Hope came to Brow n in 1890 aft er
graduunng trom w orce..tc r Academy in M assachusen s
He had been rai sed in Gcor~i;1 .mud drthc uh soc ial
prvvsu res caused by h is paTl:ms' raci allv mixed union
an d povcnv Sec u ring 'I 'l;hnl.1rsh ip to w orcest er
Acad em y, he Icrv em lv wishl'J to nhtain a college
ed uc.n ion Hope succeeded In this am hinon largely
beca use And rew s m ad e sOllle gen erous financial
arrangements wh ich cnahlcd rh e you ng Negro to meet
expenses and remain ill Provid en ce .'v; Hope h eld a deep

'Idm ita t ion fot Andrew s hoth as an inspiring example

32 Veysey.l l().11
.B Alexander Meiklelohn , Fu('dO/ll <lila 111(' r.Ol/i"){C

INew York, 192.11, r,o·~2. Antil ews cellaln ly valued
liheral culturt'. hu t he tended to "ICW this conce pt more
pragma tlcalh tha ll ,\ \elklcloh n [n stressing the
impor tance ui unUlIl hetween m(llal and IIlteilectu al
c1emellts in an edue'llion .illd ill asserting that
"an educallon wn hhl'"ral. ill prupurtlun as It rendered
liS p()S'il'"~~or at hume In tht' world oi the mind," he
otferw ide:.'> which .\\clklelohn could utili :e ill develop
inl: his own t'due.Ulon.ll ph ilosoph\" .\ lore tha ll
.\lelkk,ohn, h"wt'\er, Andre ws helle\'ed tha t mental
.ICll\·it,· re'lUlred ,,'me r.ltLonal alld "islh[e ellJ, The
indl\"1Ju.11 schular had to be practical. the man of
klters cuulJ not mnpc and dream" This was. perh aps.
an Important dltfercllce III emrhasls. hut II did not

and as a "libe ral" on the racial issu e. I(, Many ye ars
alter leaving Bro....'n. Il upe wrot e a k ite r to Andrews
wh ich vividly exp ressed th is adm irati on.

WillI/ever Iw, been my .,un·('~~, mncr rather than
outer. I' .IUt lcltgclr to }·I)U. nor ollly to you r reachrngs
hut 10 VOUI 10.· No J!,lI/herillg of old Brown men
occnr, wHllollf lTlellUOIl vi you .. and 110mall ever
IllClllJOIJ' you WU}WUI tl quiver III the eye. You not only

!aUXhl men. but made /hem .."
Ho pc's impression 01 the presiden t's raclal hbcralism

.....as fixed on ly a ie ....· weeks af te r the you ng stude n t
arrived At tha t time the promi nent N egro educator and
pohncran, lohn ,\ 1. La ngston , paid a visi t to Prov idence.
He was entertained bv 10~·.l1 Republic ans and h on ored
with a lavish rcccpuon bv the city's N egro co m m u ni ty.
loh n Hope was a me mbe r oi the arrangements
commmee lor rhr- reception . when Presid ent Andre .....s
learned 01 Lan )o:sto n 's presence, he invited the disnn
gui~hed \ Isner 10 J,dJ res~ lhe stu dents at a morning
chapel sen ICC To fohn Hop e lh is inv ita tio n ....-as a
gesture 01 sin,; ular im por tance : "Jo hn M langston wa s
up to tharn mc the tir..t co lored m an 10occupy a seat in
the pu lpit o r Brow n Unive rvuv " W rth a definite trace
oi cmonon. Hop e prou dly recalled the moment of
Lan gston's a ppea ran ce :

I )!Jall f1t'\'('r 10r.\:<,1 the Ilnpre"lOll made on m e that
1IJornlllg./\ I ,<1\\ thn", rwn teamed and doquen/ men
.,itlJ/ll{ lfl th .. flulpit of our hi\lOric old ch apel. There
wh,.rt· \\'d~·ltll1d dnd Lincoln and RobilT.~on had sat.
cdllcalOr, WhlhC imple~\ on the coun try's cul ture
calJnot perish with thc }'em.~. ~{l/ 10hn,\1, Iengsron .
II lit rcprl',elllll rin' of my pcople. 1lI

In addinon to lames H. f1i~i ns , Alexander

.\ 1eikk john, and John Hope. President Andrews also
influenced Mol ry E, Woollt'y , one of the first women to

,l!;raduate from Brown and for thirty-six years pr esident

dt'lra ct lrom Andrews' enormous persona! impact upon
the Y"UllJo:c r man. Andrews. "Idea of a Collegiate
Education; ' B'lpliq QUlITlerly Review. 12 (1890). 433·35,

J4 Hupe served as pll'~ s id eot of Atlanta Baptis! Colle"e from
1906·1929and the n heeame president of Allama
Uni\·crsilv. the firsr Ncpo graduate school.

.~" Rid.l:ely Torrencl'" . Story (1llohn Hope INew York . 19481.
9J.lOl

.16 Torrence. 9.'
17 To rrence. 9-1

~H lohll Hope was not cntirely eonee! III hiSImpression of
Andre.....s· pOSl tlun on rhe race issue. which retle cted .-.n
mcon~Lsrellq- qUlle rypicai of many 19th -century whHe
Amellcam On the one h,m d he cou ld hel p Hope to
ohtam a colle.l:e t'ducat ion; he could mvite Import ant



,\l<.lrv f Wuo llev one fJ1 Ih eMIl<' lund nll II Iliu rrrouv
:;(r,hlU<.Iln would h,!\1' :::iv/'n I'cml""h' C, l/r'l.e till' name
And" w for the man to wh m II owe If h. In'l.

01 Moum Holvo ke College A~ a person wh o devoted
he r lrtc to female higher education, J\h~s Woolley
decplv appreciated And rews' role in evrablivhi ng th e
w omen's College .11 Provid ence : " If eWI an individ ua l
founded an msu runon . D r Andre....·v w as the foun de r of
th i!> college. and the one cnucism rhar l haw o f my
Alma M al er , '0 dear 10 me, is that it fails to bear th e
n ame of the m an to w hom it lIWC~ it' heinl':" w Sh e
also gtc a t!v admired h is qualiucv ns an educator: " Il l.'
posse,wd to an extrnurdma rv degree the pow er of

" " " • A'

tn~pllin:o:: 'IUJenl~ One cou ld not he k~" th an h is best
cel t III hi' ptcscnce, JnJ alway, len that presence with
the tcclmg rh.u a beucr ,el i w J, r'''~lble " .I.'

DI r.netul rmporrancc for Brown Umvcrsuv was the
cxpcncnce or Iohn D . Rockcrellc r Ir W hcn looking 101
J college to anend Rockctcllcr WJ' anracu-d [0 Brown
prim.mlv because 0 1 Andrews' repurauon as an
educator. Eamrlv trtcnd-, vucb av Wilh am Raincv Harper
.md wuh.rm He rbert Pcrrv Fa un ce w id him that the
»pponunuv 10 vtudv under Andrew " .. ou ld he an
experience III incom paruhlc value.' ! For hi s pan
And re.. ' wa-, cenOlinly aW;l(e IhJI;t close associ auun
between the untvc r-arv and America's .. -cal thiesr
Ilaptist fJnlily rmgh r bene fit rhc school He acrivclv
rec ruited you ng Rockefell er , writing r crson31lclters
whi ch de 'c:r ihcd th e ;H.lvant;]gcs 01 an ed ucarion ar
Pro vid ence Ollll' Rockefeller decided to .n tend Brown ,
Andrew s W ;IS un us ua lly snllc it uu-, III helping the new
-audc u t to find sunab lc hnuving JnJ get co m fon nblv
sttu.ucd -1 2 Th eir rclarionvhlp dee pened d ur in g j ohn's
vcar-, J' .10 undcrgruduntc. In adduion 10 occasional
,oci;ll cootOlCh vounx Rockefel le r ancndcd ch urc h
-crvrcc-, and J Sundav Bibl e class conducted bv th e
rre~iJenlH Unronuna relv he mis..cd Andrews' semor
level pructical ethic.. enur-e, which manv vrudems
regarded a, the highlight oi thei r srudrcv .11 Brown .
became rhc rre,idem .... .1, on leave dUrtnK Rockefeller's
vcruur Yl,ar-l--<

At one pomt an unpleasan t incident th reatened 10

mar cordia l rclaricns between Andre w, and voung
Rockcreller T rou ble developed when Hammond

Lamont . reccmlv appointed prn ie""01 01 rhe ronc and
or.lIIHV di"covl' rcd rhat .1 n um ber of hi, <rudc nc, ha d
sccmiuklv plagiaticcd wnucn compo..itinnv. Some ha d
incorpora ted rnar crial from hoob wuhnut u..in>: qu ot a
nun marks, a t leas t one had copied rrnm another's

:-':c~",es to \"lsit Brown Yel on the other hand he viewed
members ", the hlack race AS mtenor hu man bemgv.
During .1 "lsit abroad, ior example. Andrews compared
the xeeroes ot E~vrt 10 those 01 the U.5 by SJ.yin~.

, thcv Arc IU~ ( thc vame c- our JI'.1t ~ej:wt"S.1t home,
1.1'::" j:<JOd·natured creAtures of 10..... m telhj:cnce.'
RC"icwlnj: Wdham A Dunmnlt's RC'lm'frl.ll:rlfln.
Polall.11<Iud hnnoml, he critlclud Ihc author for
ia lhn>: (0 ,(Ie" Ihc 'lTu~le oi Southern Saxofilsm
Jl:almt :-':eglO harhaT1sm Amell.:an HI /( ",<11 Revlt~w.

190'.();, ,P l -.P .t In rr.l.CIlCe Andre..·s c"uld treat
memhers oi anOlhl'I race wn h cOldlJhn' and respect
BUI h l~ leelm:o::s wele hound In' lhl' prcvaknl hlslorieal
oowm (Ii TI'UfOnle surro:m.Jq Andrews In hand W
ll h s~ , fenrUJrY 12, hiY7 C{lr~' , Brown Uon'erslly
A rc h l v e~

W Mary E w oollcy. HR. December 11. 19.1:; Grace E_Hawk.
Pemlnuke Cullege m lImwll UnnenHy [Providence.
19611 16-21\.

-l-O 'Alu mnae Department." .~cr l ild Brown Women's
C"llc~1' student magacrncl. 1):( .Dccember 1917), 21S-2')

-II R.l.)mond B fosdick, ,ulm D . Rnd <l"eIJer, {T A ['mullll
l\:ew York, 19.'i6\. -16--11.

.1' Andrew .. to lohn D, Rockciellcr ]r ,'-\nch 27. April II,
June .l.I1'i'H,lllhn D. Ru<:kcleller. [r.l'arers. Roc:keieller
Arch"'c, , Rockefeller Center . Nc'" Y",k CiI~

H Rockl'teller to his mother , :\"u\'l'mhcr 12, 1119-1;
~o"ember 19, 1l:i'J6. lohn 0 Rocketeller. Ir rarers,

H R"... kdel1er's lnograrher mi,takenl)' J~~umed ~hat

fuhn , II. took thl' course un.le, And rews irom
lanu Ary-June H197. FosdICk, 79.
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pape r. T hi rteen members 01 the junior class were
accused. aruuug them John U. Rockefeller . Ir ! > He and
tin: othe rs we rt: u l nrnurclv exone ra ted and received a
public a po lo~y trom Protcsso r Lamoni President
Andrews, however. WJ~ charged wit h d isc iplining
guilty students and his tirst Impulse was to impose a
severe pcnahv: suvpvn-uin un ril rhc ioll owm g year.
This decisio n . nrractcd conside rable publ ic ity, produced
some pubhc crmc rvm 01 Andrews, and provoked a
vigorous iormal prctc-t tro m the entire junio r c1ass -
a protest led by loh n D. Rockefelle r. Jr.;;' Atrer seve ral
weeks ut u npleasant cnn rrovc rsy, the president drasti
cally ruodincd hrs poviuon and substituted a milder
pumshmem: a promise by the students involved " (0

abstain Irom dishoncsty In all written wOIk"4~ This
step should have ended the Incident but, uruonunare lv,
ugtv ru mor s ccnccrnmg young Rockefeller per sist ed.
Andrews there fo re round-n necessary to write John a
personal lcncr, add rcvccd "To wbcm It M,dy Concern,"
attesting HI the young man's in tegruv and proclaiming
h im gudrlesv"

Despite the l amont inc ident. John D. Rocke feller , Jr.
developed 01 stro ng sense 01 artccnon tor President
Andrew s and in la te r years claimed that the ed uca to r

had been a moldmg terce in h is lu e:
DI Andr"h"' Wd.\ rill! only lCuchcr or professor wit h

WllOlI1 1 hud <(//'/dCIIIl ,ell(HI! or co/leg/! who made a
deep "11.1 la.,unK Illlptn"i(J/l upun me. 1 wen r to Brown
Unl\ c "if)' l,uKdy l'eC<l\bC hc WII> there. Hi .~ splendid,
\'Ink. !elltl... ,\, UPtrK'lfCOU' IIlc WdS II constant ins pi re
non to me lfl co/h'Xc d<lr', .I.S lIllll~' bern since. 49

Rock efeller dem on str.ucd h is regard by con tributing
m a buil dm ga t the U ni ve rsity of N ebraska during
Andrews' cha nce llo rship th er e and by personally
supple me nting his mend's retirement Income.w He did
not , how ever, sh.rrc Andrews' ambition to transform
Brown hom ,I college into ,1 major university and was
rcluct.mr III bestow lar~e benefactions upon his a lma

-1-; Fnwsdcncc '\"'"'' h'hru.Hy l.~ . 111% G uild Scrap book,
grow n Umvcrvuv Archi ,'c, Reuben A G uild, librarian
at Brown compiled '<'\'el;ll scrnphooks of newspaper
chppl11l!:s pefl,llnmj! 1<> e\,C1US trom 1i'>,'\9·11\9!1 -'\any 01
the dlppllll!:' are annmated and au thors o j un signed
.u tide, trequent!v uk-nnfied In an annot.nion to rh
above arnclc. GUIld Indlc.lll'S th;1I luhn D Rockefeller . II
was one oj the rhn rcen accused Th i, IS undoubtedly
CUHen sance all 01 the names were made puhlic .H the
lime Untonun.rrelv marcrmls examined lor this vtudv
do not peovrde .1 complete h,t ot thO'><: names

-l6 PWI'IJenc'e .....el.·' f el'lruarl ' U 11'>% Prm'lde/lce loumal.
f d 'lruan 1-1 J' 1'( I'J .20,1 1\%

lohrl [)<1V1lOn Rm'kt'idler, II, da", of '97, chow
Brown {}nzvcrllly /ur)1."ly hl.'~'IUH· of Andr~\n' presence
rh ere. The ! W Q men remamed sf<lun~h frIend.s In .spile of
the Lamon! 11lcldell'

(; ul! B" f1lll"~'''1' Arch ..

mater . Rockefelle r's tondcst reco llect ions of Brow n
were o f an old nm c colle ge where, as a rathe r shy young
man caught in the public spo t ligh t, he was able 10 find
inde pe nde nce and warm com radeship. Understandably
he WJ ~ anxiou s to preserve this happy memory .f

Cl early Elhh,! Bcniarnin An drews was an educator
wi th an unu ..u.iltulcnt fur stimubting the minds and
insriril1~ th e dcvonon IJf stll dcn ts - a talent parricu
Ltrly i cm.ukablc ~IVl'll the prevailing relations between

-mdcnrs a nd .uad cmi eiun s. \Vh<ll qualnics did he

.p Provl,J.-nce juumal, AI'lT il I, 1896 i also "l arch S, IS, 1896.
Jl:\ An drew s. to To Whom It Mav Concern. April IS, 1896,

lohn n Ruckeklln. 1r Papers.

·N Rockcteller to Ella Andrews, December IS, 1917,
lohn D, Rockefeller . IT Papers,

:;0 Rockefeller 10 E Bcniarrun Andr ews, Ianuar v 27, 190.\
Charle~ Hevd t tn Rubert W lumbcl, lanu arv 16, 19 16.
Rockefeller to Ella Andrews, December 15. 1917,
lohn D gocke tcllee, [r r aptlS.

:'>1 Harol d E Van Horn, "Hu manist as Educator : The Publie
Lilt' of Henrv Merrill Wncton" (unpublished PhD,
dl,Se ft.llmn Unl \'eISLty ot Denvel, 1%!l1,l;hs 9, 12.
Ge"r~e l. -"ltlel , BR lune -1 .1 935.



pos,e" which enabled h im to m tlu cncc yo ung people
so proroundlv! Foremost were h is natural gms .I S a
reacher \\ hrch bv the tune he had become presi de nt 01

Brown. were sharpened by yeJr~ oi experience. Also
irnpunam wa-, his very genui ne des ire to know an d ,

II ncccvsarv to help young people .IS in dividuals.
Equallv sigmticant howeve r, were the dramatic flair
which his ucuviucs seemed to reflect and the hv elv
tntc rest that he IIMlk m all new th m gs, w hcrhcr

Important ideas or current tad -,
The dramatic ap peal 0 1 Andrews' beh avior was

snmethinj; that many st udents io u nd irresist ible . M an y,
tot example, adminnglv recalled his ph ysical magmfi 
renee in lucaking u p class riot, thil t periodically
er up ted aruung undcrgrndu.ncs. On e regu lar cause o f
suc h disturbances was a cus tom known a, the
frcshrn ansophomorc cane ru sh , wh ereby die rival
( Lt"es engilj.;ed in cornhur lor Poss(ssion lli a cane.
The pr csiJ ... nr's in volvemcnt in on e such cl.rsh was
dcscnb...d as follow s :

(J/l /he d"y 0/ our tradit ional but flltbidden

fre-hmlm-,~ophomoreClme ru~II, alter /h,' la,t rceiw·
non, III rllt' utlcmoon_ on the buck c.rmpuv. <I cone
'JPPt<lIl'.1 ,md <l nCur [I' r 'It miituig ne-hmen <I/ld

,op/IOIm u:» hrokt: our Almo~llInmt:d"'tdy.Iknny.
101Il1ll:-: tnsm Ins oiiicc IhTUIl~h lJ.n lJlllvenHy Hd//J.
p,n"n/lr"t 'or ,10 lIHlcI11! (Ill the ltollll ...a I 'ft'I" 01

U H tlltll 'l<:!ru:don" run 1m Ihe: <.umhll,'lll, \\/10"_

nudelh \\d' fU,1 hack 01 .\Ianlltn;: lit made hi.', way

r<lpltlly I,m <lId I1ri.'lcnlcr oi tIlt, 'l111.~/eby ~ei.:ill):: du'
eoml'dt,mh /'\' the c01lm. r:i"t wuh olle 1I1IIHJ and Ihcll

\l'1/l! the olhcr. JIll'I<llh' thw\\'lll):: thelll "Iterna/ely to

Oil(' ,<did "IC! dlld tlull to t1le othel. lll<Jklll5( hi- O\\'/l

p<lth l/c ;':11\'" me tile l1JlI'II'"io/l 0; ,lgl<lnl <1,\ Ile lOre

i11111l.~ /lhr 1',,{oTc II,> rnlChed rllt ' ;o,'ill poi ll! (Ii t1l e
I'iclllre. <l ,uddeJlllu,h kl/ Oil til e ,,,,,-'ml ,]y 11Ildall til e

rig!u lflg " topped, 'Ill ,] r1l ell IV,i> til<' flld of tlle rull!
Ill-mil' nn'''! ' did /I word , pcrlr<lPI he W<l 110 O ll t of

A \ l\",d dl><;(riplion oi hnw Rockddkr felt 300m his
YC:3r~ 31 Brown h3~ been preo;cneJ 10 hiS hluJ:raph)"

.~rCJkJn;: at rhe 50th Jnm\'cnaril 01 rile cla, ..vi '97
he r'-lld til" mhufC to hi' loJ/e;:e dJyl "f thmk I
apPIt'dart' r ll e~e rellmon. a, much a . pelhJpl mOIf
Ihan any man hrre On/... hllC on fIJI' c<lmpul did I
elllOr J completely IIIJ,'pC"J'1Il p,r'tJn<llJry. With you
iellnw,. Il\'a~ haded a5 '/ohml}' Rock: ruH one of (J
hundred Olhen. hur al le(J~1 on/, who ~tood on hiS own
I(.'e l ... Thne has heen nOlhm;: m my I,;e .Imee then
qUlle lIke rillS kllld of comr<Jdc,h,p. ThaI's why I like to

/,tt:dI/L 1l~ couldn't, He tum....1,'!>uut .11I.1 II ,lIked ,/owly
IJI"O /U IJh hUll" <It !I!l IOI'"r llle IldI. <111.1 If,' /l,-,VCI

ht:dld .lnr <111'''1011 10 111<. I1I,Jltd uum Inm, nut ,-,\,'/t

1Il C/It/Pt:
The Pf~',idLnt\magncu-m wa~ al~u \ 1\ idlv demon

strated dUllng the ~rnng \'1 I"'Y1', ~hotlly atter the
outbreak 0 1the SpamshAmcncan \\'ar Onc e\ cmng
the rumor rcach~d Brown that the "pan-,h deet wa~ url
th e cva~ 1 ur :-":C\, pur t. Rhode Island Thrs nL\~S spread
trom dorm itory to dormuorv unnl pr,I<;l i<: .llly rhc enure
vrudcm bl,dy ha d been awakened I he IU-.\lmorning in
chapel Presiden t Andrews too k the iucrdcrn as the ha~h

for a mov in!,: p.miotic speec h. l ie dc-c nhcd his own
ex pcncuc ...~ in the Ci vil War , mcnncuuig th at h e lost
an eye in the service 01 hi s couuuy.Hc then urged that
Brown students cnhsr III a college regiment and
11l'1~()IUJJy volunteered to serve ,IS it-, colon el. A~ a
direc t rccuh 0 1 this speech , ,I l<lTgl' n um be r joined a
un it ol g ,l n j ::~d by the uni\l: r ~lty' s dcpan mcm of
miln.ny racucs.v

111 adduion to the hemic un .igc tha i he cast, Andrews
_t PPt:Jlcd st ronglv to st udcmv because he ofte n
sy m pathl:ed wi th their CUTIcnt mu-rcsrs. This WJS

clearl v evident with rega rd to college athletics.
During th e boOs an d Ik'JUs intc rccllcgtatc at h letic

curupcnnon. especially 111 tootball, began to command
tremendou s populanry with Am cncan col lege students.
A n um ber ot America's leading cducators, however,
oppo-cd such acuvnv because 01 the lime and money

wavtcd Cornell pr esident AnJT<:\" D W hite, in
respunw to a challenge trom Ihi rty UI1l\" ...r~ity of
,\ \ichigJn iOOlhalle h who w,llltcd to arra nge .1 game in
C!cwIJn J wir h h i ~ school, tele~r ,l phed " I will not
permit thlllY m en to (fJ\ d lour hundrcd mi les m erely
to agit ,\te a hJ,~ 0 1 wind ." I'residelll C harles W. Eliot of
Il H v<lr ,l relk et ed J ~jmiLlT Ir.11ll\: of m imi when h e
dec1<1rctl · "At . . , lInivl'rsjli l' ~ th,'re must h... l:onstant
cconomy and inadequ,lc}' in expenditure for intellectual

cnmr '>tick 10 the eauWII< Imm time ro !Jllle and
pJuKu/arly to lhe'/' reUIII"" whe,... \H' all meer nil tit
uld orne fuolln;.: <l"d where (J~rn. ro yuu 1 m only
lohn"y Rock. ..
FosdIck, Ii.!; see al<,o Ston, 2:70-72.

';2. Alh("1f H. Dunham. ApTlI" I\n:;, lIenr\" H Hall ,
Delemhcr n, 1900, both RR

:;.\ IInw3Td A Swallow. April I'> , 1 9 ~ :; ; Eln<.'~r r . em,
April S, 19,\ ". both BR. Blown Omly /lew/d. April 2.
Ma y 17. 11191'.

1
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objects: how rep ulsive, the n, m ust be foolis h and
pe rnicious expc ndu ures on spo rts ," ""

Andrews d id n ot share the se views. He was aware of
rhe expens es associated with ccllegrare athletics but
belie ved that their costs could be me l by a sys tem of
ca refu lly arra nged vo lum arv co ntribu t ions. He
ackno wledged the phY~l(:;llml uries and loss of lime
co nnected w n h college ~pt>ns but felt tha t suc h prob
lem s were cont rollable and lusll lla hle wh en measured
agamst rhe ad\anta~l's to be de rived trom athle t ic
pa rncipa non Andre w s approved 01 a rhlcu cs for a

vaneev 01 rea..on", l UI on e thinK he believed th at th ey
pro moted character burldmg " the restraint and self
de nial req ui red in the athlete and ma de natural by
absorpnon m phvsrcalt rurmng greatly inure to th e
moral improvement ul many voung men.:"

T he pracucal Iessoo-, to be dcnved h om ph ysical
competition ....ere m any. T sa rmng In team work and th e
ability to ha ndle dc tcat Andr ews consi dered especially
worthwhile On the la t te r subject he remarked : "S uch
buriets Ior m J good cducanon for lu e. They tram the
will .h nuth mg else, shon 01 real hf c, can. and w ill 
naming is the ncm in which modern cducanon I S even
no ....' most deficient." Thc Brow n presiden t particu larly
valued the game 0 1 toorball because 01 the risks
associ ated ....-nh it.

Severe and h,l;:ardflll.<; CXCrCl\6 arc not only \'aIuable
IhcnnelH". bUI Ihey arc necessary to tIle IiII.'una
conunu.rncc 07 thos(' mitdct plays which all co m mend,
A measure oj' nsk. If! rldyrn.~ the g.Jme nurses cou rage
and add, 10 me moMI ,"tllul.' or the xcme. i\ lo reovt't , it i5

r Icci-ely thc,1.' su'rn '1'011' In willch young men engage
unly at Ihl'1I bl'\ t uuu do malt to tep tcss vices in those
pUrl icip ant in 11I em >6

At the age of sev enteen Elisha Benjamin Andrews
had faced the perilous re-t of mi li tary co mbat. He began
this test ' I S a hoy ; he eme rged from it a man. Possibly
the mcm ory o f that expe rie nce in fl uenced the

54 Rudolph. .l7.1.74..190 v evsev. 276,
55 Andrews, Annual RepOlt of the Prnidenr to the

Corpe ranun of Brown Vniver~lty. Icn e 1895,36·37.
56 IbId.. ,19_

57 Blown Daily Herald , November 4,1893 ; January 21,
1895; January 21, 1896.

58 Henr y f. Hall, BR, December 21, 1935.
59 See entir e- file of BR.
60 Daily Nebra.kan IUm\·ersLly of Nebraska student

newspaper), November 1.1901 Thrs I S a letter trom an
unidennfied Rrown professor to Haven Metcalf ,
Brown '96, a teachmg fello ..... In th e botany department

"This 1.1 ,I »i.m .. Tile It'i>:/'ntl'lfy unpact of Andrews upon
Brown ~!ll1h'nt\ was a r"l1wrkal'fr Iluman ccbrevement.

edUC.lIOI 'S outlook with regard to rigor ous and
cornbanve .n hlc nc co mpetitio n,

Andrews believed in the va lue 0 1 .Ithletics ph ilo
soph ica lly and support ed them pracnc al ly. T ime an d
.Igain he nude speec he s urg i n~ support of Brown 's
va no us tcarn s and jus t as t rcqucn rlv don ated his ow n
mon ey ru keep them ~ni nK ~ ' He was also an avi d
spectator a t mo st uf the sc hoo l's sport co m petit ions
a fact grea tly apprcciared by members of the
stu den t bod y :

COIllIII X oif !IJe foo/I" lll field one day ill t1l(' fall of
1R91 , dl ,hc\'l'1ed and ~rimy. I <l1'plOllclJed Rennie on tll e
side unc. Ill' "lOud, <I_ usual ,II .'!lcll <I ptnce and rime ,

at r-.: ehr3~kJ See also Ernest P. Carr, April S, 1935;
Arthur I . A nd rew~, Arnl II , 19,15; William H_Kenn erson ,
April 22, 1959, all BR.

In 1899 Brown UniveTluy's new athletIC field abou t a mile
from Ihe campus wa_, named Andrews Field III honor of
\porr, enrhusu:m "Ben me" And rews, /t wa~ the scene of
lhe Brown-CarlISle same of /910.
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with trouser s turned up , ov ercoat buttoned to the chin
wJth uptu med collar. His " tall hilI " WIlS set well back
on hIS heud . As I cume nea t he grinned and as 1 trotted
by he said. "Good work, Hall. good work: '

What dJd I care for raugue and bump5 /ss

If Elisha Bnjarmn And rews had never accompli sh ed
anyrhmg else, the im pact that he exerted upon stude n ts
at Brown wo uld be wo rt h noting. Ra rely h as an
American educator bee n so gifted in stim u lating the
m ind s and winning the lcyalnes 01yo u ng people 
loyal ties w hich would rekindle during the crisis of 1897
and lor many years thereafter. M or eover , th is in fluence
was not li m ited to students of special talent such as
lames H, Hi ggins, Alexander Meiklejohn, John Hop e,
o r Mar)" Woo lley It was felt by practically every
undergraduate who had an opportunity to know him .S9

Andrews was determined to upgrade Brown's academic
quality and to move the school towards true university
status, but he was equally de ter mined to re main an old
time college preadem , in the best sense, to h is stu dents.
To them, an d even to those who ca me to Brown after
1H9B, Andrews was remem be red as an in spiring model
of ma nhood, an in te llectual gadfly, a gen erous benefac
to r, and a sym pathe tic friend. Hi s success with young
people was singul ar because it was ac hieved at a time
when most students and academicians h ad Iiu le
in common.

In 190 1 Andrews retu rned to h is alma m ater for a
visit. The last class to remember him as president h ad
graduated the preceding J une. Yet the reception

accorded him W<lS one befitting the most revered of
campus heroes. The scene is descnbed by an unidenu
fied Brown professor :

\\'1.' ha ve been giVing " Benny" <l warm recepnon ,
ne ver smce I h<l \'c been <J proressor he rc h<JSany ma n
received such un ovanon 110m )tudenls and lacu lty and
chnmu. It was pre-ammgcd ttun th e iaculty should
meet and enterunntunv on TllUrsd<JY evening at the
GellJlan seminar. Tile susdems, however, to whom his
fame Illl,\ descended, added extra features to the
progrnrn. Theytirst tang the Umversuy bell for about
an hour , then with dnun lind tile, red lire and Roman
can dles, went down to Inf<Jnfry Hall where he wcs
speak lllg. and IUS! alter 9 P.,\1. escorted him with
Im mense enr hustasm an d cheering back up the h ill 10
the Uni l'e rslfY. There they forced open the gates and
lo rming in double col um ns escor ted hi m and Presldelll
Faunce to lh e nom SlepS of Sayles Hall , Th ere he
turned and addressed the sea of young cilger [aces who
hung upon 111.~ every word . Comments all around were.
"Thr s IS a nwn .. Thl'n while the f<J cu/ty were entert ern 
irrg Andrcwv. the boy) adioumed to Lmcoln Field
where they built several big bonfi re,1 and cheered an d
..,mg "For BenJ1Y' ,~ <1 lolly Good Fellow!" Aiter our
faculty entertil inm enl they crowded iruo the chllpel
and yelled " \-'1'1.' W<Jnt Benny" until he cam e in and
addres.~ed them from th e gallery. 6IJ

All this for a man known ani)" b)" his reputation. The
legendary impact of " Benn ie" Andrews upon Brow n

students was surely a remarkable human achievement.

rh",,,gt,,ph COU tlr.y 1I.<>wn Alumn, .\-Iont h l, "nJ ,'.1, W f Sp'a(klmg
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When h,' Wd.\ .\1.\1<'<"0. Thnm,J.\ Chn'alin de Vlllc/"esl1ll'
lOwed Ih., mou squ craucs. the hor_~c l:ul1rds of the kmg',

houwh"i<1
Mili lJ ircs

A <ill,hlll;: e:xmnplc 1.\ IIwwn In Uruforrnes
/lY ,stelll dc' Monllxnr II'<JrlS, 1772}.
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The French Fleet at Newport, 1780-1781

For a gre a t va nc tv or rea~,m~ tho: French genumclv
vym pathrzcd ..•..nh rhc Arncncans dunng rherr war oi
independence uorn Engla nd Louis XVI and his
minister v crgcnne, "a ..... th o: ch an ce to revenge th e
seizure uJ Can ada in 176.3 .md , even mute im por tant.
to open North Amcri(J to French rrudc. On the other
hand the intcllcctu.r!s. mtlucnced by the ideas of
Vultaire and Rousseau , cha mpioned what they ccnstd
e red to be the su uggfe agaInst teudalism and privilege
and .1 consequ ent return til the sim ple hfe .

Norwnhcr andmg all thi s enthusiasm , concrete
suppo rt trom th e Fren ch go vem m em was slow in

com ing. The fiht di rect aid. a t1o.:CI under Adm iral
Cornu: d'Evtamg, a rr ived in rbe new world in the

summer ot 17713. Alter so me ineffectual maneuve rs off
the northeust cuast, it wnhdrcw to th e West Indies. It
was only a! rcr La!avcttc visncd Versailles d uring the
winter ot 177y-SO that France decided to make a
substantial military ctton a~J i n s t the British . An
exped iti onary terce o t 6.OtXJ men under ,\ \a rsha l Comte
de Roc ham bcau occupied N ewport the following
sum m er An o rnccr oi that expe dit ion, Thomas
Chevalier de Vill ebresm e, recounts in hi s m emoirs! the
dennl-, oi the French vtay in Rhode Isla nd , His report is
translated and presented bel ow.

Vrllehrcsme WJSborn in 1755 into a family of so l
diers, At the .I.l:e o f sixteen Ill' joined the IJ!OlISt/uetaires.

horse guards of the king's household, which served as a

mi litary school for the nobilnv . Pressure for reforms at
th e bcgmnmg ot the reign oi louis XVI resu lted in the
disbanding of the muusquetzn rcs in the fall of 1775,

Tw o years later villcbrcsm e met Chadcau de 1a
Clochcrene, capta in of the Relic Pou le, and served as

one of hi s orficc rs during a variety of skirmishes against

"Mr . Yeager is a member of the department of foreign
languages in Rutgcr5 University, the ,tMe umversnv of
Xew lerse' al Newark.

\"Illehr esme Thomas Iacques de Coislard. Chevalier de
Suun:mt- <111 Chel<lll('r dl.' VIIJ"bll',ml.'. mflU~<lU(faZtl.' de
la gardt <Iu rOl. J 772·1~16lPar is Berger-lew.:lulr & Cit:,
1897).

by Henry ' . )'l.' llgcr "

rhe English in European waters, When Clochererie was
given comma nd ot one of the ships of the squadron that
wa s to accompany Rochambcau's army, villebresmc
....·.15 invited to IN along. He arrived in Bres t on
Aprill~, 17KO !O prepare tor embarknnon

(Matenal in brackets has bee n added by the transl at or
to clcruv obscu re ideas or references. W hen necessary ,
tbe : pt:llin !>: li t proper names in the or igindl has been
altered to conform to cu rre nt American usage. l

O u r "Juddrun 11<1\ lIlTnprl\l.'J 0; seven )hlpS 0 1 the
linl.'. I\\'O IIZ;':.st.!.', ,mother .,lllp 0; the Ime armed III u

IIdlhporr. lind IIn'nt} -nmc lran'porl',llll unda the
Olden 01 th., Che,·ull. t de T CHill}'. ,qul/dron
commander 2

T h e ill'UllCllon\ .1:1\"("/1 by th e minister to ;\lon~I"lH

de Ternay ,/,eci lied lhal lJc I\'(IS to proceed 10 Rhode
I,la/]d an.l. if It \\"11 .' llrJl o("d 1l' inl by tlw English , to

d..b,lfk uic !rPtiPS ,m.! to l' utlJ im \..1iell tile ,hspo,i tlOn
01 the AlllaH'1Il ,l:"0\'cmmult. Allhe same time he w,,,
to he 'rn' 10 Hun .lU\\"ll11ny proro'ol1 whICh arre,Hed
Ilkd\' to COTlll'nJnll\C Ill(' ,<HCly 0/ I", squadron in (',IW'

he roun d hm"d , uutnumbered or po\\"cr1c~\. he \\"a,~

olutborized to a,k for tciniorcemems 'rum our 5quadron
in tht" W eH Ind ies,

On Ma y 2, 1780, at , ix c.m . we set sail under
nottlled,' winds.

[T he c rm~ing was rel a tively u neventful Several
English "esscls were taken , hut others wer e allowed to

escape because of th e extrem e timidity o f Mon~ieur de
Tcmnv wh o seemed reluctan t to enter any b.mle in
wh ich he d id n OI have ove rw helmi ng su re riority.]

!'.'OlIIHI.I: wo rrh rem llrk in ,'? b,IppeDI'd IInfll fbI' 9th of
luly wllt'n fn:;.: ohli:;.:cd til to dnrhor tlJrc't lea7:Ue~

[seven .10..1 a. halt miles] off Rinck hland The n ext day

2 Alrhou" h he had commanded ;I squ.rdr on during the
mvacron 0 1 :'\ewlound land in IUi2 , the Chevalie r de
TeTOa\ .Irpear~ not to ha ve been drawn 10 a military
career He revrgned hom rhc ser vice in ]7 72, At th e: nmc
of heJn~ chosen 10 head the present squadron he was
gover nor ui Reunion and adjace nt island s In the
Intha n Occ an
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we set ,stJ!I only 10 drop anctun tJgaw off Martha's
VmqtJrd FmtJllyon the 11th tlle.convoy and squadrcri
amved tit Rhudc Island, where wc l~tned thtlt the saih
which had cau:>ed MUn5leUI de TetndY so much 1ught-\

WCIC ~Imr/y u smull Engll.'ih convoy. escorted by the
Romulus f.J.J cannon/ and two tngatcs, brmgmg back to
New York ralt of the army whICh h<1d taken Charle.s·
town ~ Commodore Gayton h<1d \en! thc twO frigates m

order to smstead us. And he cet unnly succeeded thanks

ro the exa~eratedprudence 0/ Afotl\leur de Tcrnay.
In ,\'e w pllft Bdy we knmd the frjgurc Hermione,

cfJmmunded by Momlcur de La Touche,S which had
l710ughl fiver the AfarquH de Latayelte two month.s
before..Smcc Jl:. arnvai 11 had made several S01lleS

dUllng rill,' 01 IV}lH.:h It had encoun tered the Isis, an
Enghlll fllgute of the some grade. Tiley were bo th

cquul1y dl"I/Jlr:d und tile <JlIIWlIlC rem ained un decided.
Mon'leur de lu Touche IVU,I ruther seriously in jured .

TWIJ ddYS alter our arrivdlthe 'HillY connngents wen t
",I1Ore dnd camped near !\/ewporf On the 215t an
£ngl/.\h squadron 0/ twelve vesset, oppeured at the
mouth 01 the bay and dunng the 22nd and 23 rd

appc,;red to be preparing 10 utruck us as we lay at
anchor At the .~ame ume we heard that General
Clinton, commander of thc Englhh totces. wcs
pup,lTmg to come With 10.000 men to enga~e lhe
Comh de Rochambeau on Rhode Island before the
laUd had a chance to icnn up with the American.s.

OUt own rroop.s and the American militia set about
ImmedIately resroring the lines which had been raised
tucurui Newport by General Prescott when he had been
auadH'd by General Sullivan and the Marquis de
La/ayctte 6 For our part, the squadron formed a battle
linc, mooring tore and aft, and .~c t up bal/erie.1 on land ,
all of which made our position rar lle r rf','ipcctable.

This wor k wore ou r th e soldie rs and ,'im /oH. cllhird of

W/l01ll wcre already sick irom th e ri.~or'i of th e Atlantic
crm.'iing. To defend ourselves from l h i ~ do uhle att ack
we had no morc than 4,000 men in cnmbur condi tion.
Fortunately lor us ou r adversa rie.l wnsred time in
attcJcking, so that General Wa.~hington WQ.l able to put
him\elf in a posi tion to help us by appearin.~ to menace

,"'lew York. This diversion obliged General Clinton to

,\ On lhe lOth of June the squadron had siRhted six English
\'cs<;c!s It would have heen eas)' to lake several of them
hUI Tcrn~)' prderred 10{urn away

-l Cha"c~lOn was taken by {he f1 nush In MOl Y 1780 by
ior.;c\ scnt down Irom Sew York by General Clinton .

se-land the troops which he had a/ready embarke d at

H unungum, Long bland,
Thc general suuenon or the Americans. wh!ch had

been quue depressing at the time of OUtarrrvai. be gan
to !mpro\'c The American people. tiled 0; the wa r
whICh they were wagmg III a \lovenly /a.~hion. had k ept
gomg only through pride. Now they were ready to put
out the/1 wnsts for new bonds and sign a dIShonorable
pcu':" Our presence gave them courage. \\'a_~hington's

army augmented by ou r troops took the offemive and
was able to .stand up to the Enl(lish.

Although the campaign of J780 was neuh er active
nor brillian t for our squadron, it Iwd importa nt conse
quences. The Eng1i.~h we re ohliged to galher togetbe r
all their naval ic nces in order ro blockade us in
HllOde /.~Iand. Thus eve ry where else in America
navil(a/ioIJ was unrestri ct ed ; we kept tied down a force
twice as larK£' as w e we re.

Ncwpon BdY where we were anchored is in the form
Of a lon~ rcctangle indented into the state of Rhode
Islund Its direction is north-south. th e same as
Conanicut Island and Rhode Island These tWO islands

form three narrows: to the ea.st. Sckonnet. in the
m iddle, the one on which Newport ts located; and
the one to the west. Narragansett.

OUf batteric.s were set up on Point Brenton. at the
sourh end of Rhode Island, as well a.~ on the tip of
ConaniCUl Island, We were thm sheltered {rom a
frontal auack by ,he enemy. but he could hcve .It ill
ROlle tlllOUKh Ihe narrows to the west and without
{1{mg('! de<cended the middle narrows and taken us
tmm the rear. Fortunately he did nor dare to try it.

Newporl capital of Rhode " land and tlle Provi dence
Plantations, is si tuated in the sou /hwes r part of th e
il/,m,1 It is a town of secondtJry im po rtance but its

I'mt is one of the safC,~ 1 and mox t /Jemu iflll in America
Rrfor!' the war it was a rich co m mc rcia! center but.
havins: hl'en taken successively hy the America ns and
rbcn lhl' Enl(lilh and having bee n pilldKi'i1by the la1ter,
it hnv Im t a great deal o f irs beauty,

Newport Ray recetvcs the waten 0/ ,e\'eral nvers
uron which are located the towns of Rri,\lol. \Varren .
Warwick Newton. and Providence. etc. T lIis last town.

5 [.eV;ISWT de la Tou~he·TTcville WOI Sin charge of setti ng up
the defe nsc:s of Rhod e Islan d in 1780,

6 Upun rl5uplUre b}' rhe EnglIsh In 1776, Rhode Isla.nd
WJS rla~ed under the commOind of Gene rOil Presco!l
The American ,Huck <lROI inst him In Au!:usl 1778. led by
GeneJal Sull i\'an, would probably have succeeded if Ihe
French <quadlOn under D'Eslaing had coopeu led.
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Tins Fren ch mar or 178 / sho ws the l'o.mlDfil of the f01Ce_~

as <Ir ~n j I->r<l by VmdlI~, me. hill th e wfto.l!,wpIJe!
InI.'!<lbrl eJ th e hl<lnd 01 Cununrc ut "Con nrcucur."

.. . ..,

on the right bunk or tile river of th e same 1l<1IlW, J~

richer than N ewport. Its mtand locatioll .11J d tered

Providence fwm some of the revolutioll<1ry bauIes
which had damaged Newport . and so its commerce
suffered les~.

Rhode Island and Conanicut Island e re rather fertil e.
but the air which Olle breathes there lJas the reputation
of being the most unhealthy in New England. Formerly

these islands had been covered with w()odl and
orchards which the English destroyed. Bivouacking
there was ext remely unplea,ant beC<111 Se of rhe ciiun.
dance of snakes. scorpions, ruosquir ocs. and especially
tile legions of homble cennpedes which wake up
sleepers with their toomscmc touch ill the few homes
whiclJ remained almasi intact we ~tlll were not
protected from all tllat vermin which pelletrated the
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smallest: Clacks. It W<lS enough to dt/ve one crazy.
At the time oi our amvol the heat was unbearable

du rmg the day but as soon as the sun went Jown there
was a pene!llltmg dampness. Pesulential \'<lpors carne
out of the ground and we fell ourselves chilled by the
ievet of that rcgrcn . whIch IS 50 difficult to cure. My
robust good health manll~ed to resi, t <III these «n ecks.
bu t the army was .\et/OlHly affected <llld every dllY we
had num erous dead !O bu ry in th is cur,sed lan d,
M OIl\ /Cur de T ern ay alw soo n felt ttv e ef fec l-' Df tile
cl im ate and he die;! of the ievei in the bexinllin g of
December He wa~ buried on the 15th with aJl pD.Hible
ceremony and. to preserve hi.s memory, a ~mal1

mausoleum was put up neal the main ch urch of
Newport, He W<lS not very much mourned for he had
very lew of Ihe qualities wnrch a leader should possess,
He knew lil!le cbour navigarion or the military arts;
hiS character was weak and IIlesDlute. and, most
rmpcrtanr. he h<ld caused us to mis, out on some su re
v.crones. The Chevalier des Touche\/ \ince he had the
movt .seniollty in the squadron, wok command. we
,<;(lOO saw th tH we hm f in him a leader cupable of
com m anding UI in tile di fficult ci rCllllJ,ltanCn in which
we found ourselves.

W e were very much su rprised when we hilll the
chance to iudge the American !lOOpS , Up until then
we had considered them as sacrificing themselves fo r
the cause oi,ireeJom We had though t tha t they would
show rhe same energy as the Dutch when they bro ke
the chains 0; Spanish oppressrcn. Unfortunatel y it was
not at all like that Discord reigned among the
Americam . wch province's, each "tate's ",i.~h to keep
its soldiers and its money fDIIt.s own deiense hindered
the plans of the Congress and tile commander-in -chief.
Love of money was more importan t than love o f
coun try. no one want ed to enll,' t wi r/lOu r receiv in g a
com iderable sum o f money nor to ,furni,1I HlppJies
un less an excessive profit wa" a.s.lured , TIl(' troop.c.
d ressed in rags or C<lnval huntin g i'lC kas, we re n ot
dl.\Ciplined nor trainl'd in the m ost elementd ry
maneuvers. T hey we re con tinually In revo lt. T he
soldiers we re alm ost all vagabonds tha t poverty and bad

7 On the \'oya"e III Ncwpurt. T ou ches had com ma nded the
Nl'l'rtmc , a copper-lined shrp or the lmc with 74 cannon
secon d in fire POWl'! unlv to the f1ag- ~lllp , the
IJIK-dl'·ll()lJr,~,,:<n,'.

~ perous e's ll!1.!: lIul comma nd ha d been lh" Am'llonc.
an u nlmed tll .!:a t" o t ,~.! Ll nnon,

cundUd lIad lor..eJ to luke urm~. For eXl1111ple, at the
beginning 011781 Congre,,~ordered ale\'y 01 37,000
men. Unly 8,000 l1ppefJred llnd they h<ld ncuhcs
dothlng nor arms. In february It was even worse, rhe
I'ennsylvanw troops revolted. ma~~aned tlleir officers.
and ma rched on l'h lJadeiphia In orde r to force the
Congle."" 10 increase tlteir pay. It was Willi come
difJicuhy th at th ese b",w democrats were made to

refilm to rheir regim efll
Lil'erty for tile Am eri ulll peopl e lVa .1 m ore a mbicct

fo r lpecu la tion ratlleI than en thusiasm T iley would
cllIlngc accordin g til d ie t·irC llm.sta IlCe.~. becuming \Vll ig
or Tory dependsng upon which \\'as more IlJvdnfageOU\

at the moment. In general the rich were TOTIes and the
poor were Whigs. The latter lIoped under cOI'e, of Ihe
un rest to seize the properly of the Tlch The mono 01
democrats is the same in all countries. lind thl' resull,
ale the some. ThD5e who saw whatlzbern. l'<luality.
and fraternity we ll' in France dunns; the Rn olunon
will not conuadlct me.

Alt hough tar lrum Enl'!,/and and mPl'lIlIed bv
powerful allies, the Americans \\"ere 11iIrd/y obt e to hold
o ff their enem y. Th e A me rican tro ujl , \\"er t' n or ve ry
numerous undo wirlwtH the supporr of Fran ce, they
would not huve been able to resist 11I e EngJr,h (o r very
long. A large num ber of Americans, /lOweve r. call ed
loyalist.l. we re partiwm of the BlItish, served them as
SpJC\ or gUide" and even fough t in their rank.-. witb

milch more devotion than their compatrio!.s ~howed In

ddendml/: llbt,rty In france we are serwuI!y mi';/ilken
about rhe pal/iotis", of this people who ,:t''',jinly do nor

menr the sympathy which certain fren,'h 'cit and still
fecI for them. If \\"1' had not had a diree! and personal
inle rest in sup porting them. our interven tion m their
behal f wou ld have been the iesuu of folly and trick ery.

Th e Eng1i.sIl soldie rs were quite difft'rent. Com
mended by capable leaders. sub;ccr 10 stric t discipline ,
tlley fou:;.:ht bravely for th ose wh o paid them. Indeed,
Eng/and . findin g it impOlsible on he r own to maintain a
fron t in the West indies and in America a~ lvell as in
the M edilcm llleclIl dod fndia. had bought 17,000 m en
'rom the Duke of Brun,wiek and the Latulgrave of

9 Comte de C uichcn co mma nded a Fren ch squad ron based
in M.1Tll n iquc: whi ch had several mconc lusrc e encou n ters
wrt h th e Enghsh unde r Rodney. H aving f.uled to

acco m plis h an Ylh inJo: concrete due tu the dlf'ficulty of
workmg wnh hIS Spamsb allies, curchcn decided to

return to France.

to Vice-Admiral Arburhnm was the chid Bnnsh naval
com m ande r to Nort h America whose coo perano n with
Ch n tr m resulted in the sei:ure oi C harlesto n.
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Hesse. Tln\ ~l runlo(c It<.l(l,aCliWL ,ig1Jedhy Lord Nort h .
.~ l i p u/illcd lIlI11 <.II lhe end 1I111O.,tilui.:\ Iheldle r" w uu ld
lak e lJ<lck theIT ,mldicn III :,:ood condlllOll; the dedd

wuu/d be l'iJld lur al Ihe lare 0' WIl pou nd., ,'lerllllg,

lor every lhlee C1Jllplcd 1/,(' bnvcs W,H 10 pay Ihe prICc

of one JeiJd man.
Whll., 'I'C<1kllllo: "lXJUI the ,halh of Ihe Chevalier de

Ternay. / gut a bit iJllca.l 01 mvseli. / want to go /Jack 10

rhe month ul (JclUbcr JTHO Ou rIll' 28rh of Iha t month.

raking ad\'''1II'''.l:C 01 II ,quail nhlCh 11lId di,per.H'd rhe
EngIHh rmda" Ihe IrIg<.lre Her mi o ne. •-ommandcd by
Alon~u'uf de III P~mu" left 1m Ef<lnU' with the
dlSparcll' ~ 01 ,\Ion-It ur de Tcrnar and Mom/cur de
RochllmJ,.'<1u ulIOllllll1( rh. x II{ mmenr 01 the hdple"
curuuuon rn "huJ, we tound ourselves .

Dunng Ihe '<lllle pcw",l, Ad,mtal Rodney ann cd

tnsm rhe \\. t todics th" llmu~t the EnglIsh
'itlU<.l.JWIl III New York up to t\\ -ntv 1\\0 \'n,ds. He
uud lIl/<lckul ,\Iun'I'ur til- Gurcllf~n rhree n mes when
the Jaltt'T W,b on hIs way to Europe,? Rodney th en

VlIlehl' fil. 10,", </' IJIr II or rh. Amellc In <O/dlC1 W,I'
fil<l lched by the l:Irw h VI,'" or rhc • ncte French,

------

~cize" ,I cOIn'oy COtllllJ,I: twm fl<JIlLe' ,md W eb headed
fowl1rd .~'cw Etllo(ltllld III rll" 111I['e' or dCsrlOylllg th e
Rlu!dl 1,1'lIlti "lua'/wll rt lie' .I,d Iwt CllcOUllln

\ll!ll""l/t Jc Guulhfl lI,-':'</If1

'1 tn-; dddlfi[Jll.rl .I,m!'."1 IIlddc 1" mcrea.e uic bauerie,
defl'lldlll;': rile Il,H10\\, ,/Ill! 1I:(IlICr! ou r tmc o f ,hip"

Rodllc \ team; d (lJ tilt'" {'I. {'lIldllm" tJr!d rcnsmcd 10

the \\'e\l Jndln Iilkrng wltll tum two 01 th e .,hi p.' of
AdnH1al AI/>U/hIlOl IU

A, ~o()n <I, ,\lon'leur dn Touches took comman d.
he d"plarcd an aU.!dclOu Il." whICh gcve nse to
(omraTl,on, whICh wen- not wry 11"ltering to the

memory or hh pfl·,Je<eWJf lie .J1\pJ/chcJ two w'aHhips
i rom Newpon 8Jy to pro/eel A merican vessets which
tiad taken on provi.< jo ll5 for the arm y. But th e English .
anchored III Gardner'.~ &y at th e ecs tem tip o f Long

Island , learned abou t il end sen t th ree waHhlp5 to

atrack th em . T he Eng li5h were caugh l up in a ,quail
and one of them , the Culloden , wa l wrecked on
Monrauck POint T he two others, th e America and the

lnxr~v n lJb r~'y 'C"nxr~
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Bedford, were able fa survive rhe el'lnger bur wiLh
.,>erlUus d<lmage. Our war~hlp~and the convoy remmed
\\,lthout aCCIdent ro Rhode h/and,

The IlJ~' oi the Culloden made the two squadrons a
bn mure evenly balanced, and ,\Ion~Jt·ur des Touchcs
decided to benefit from It by dOing somelhlng useful for
the United Statcs.

General Clinton. havlnggn'en up Ihe Idea of auack
109 u~ In Rhodc Island. had sent to Vugmia In lanuary
17tH a Ilcet loaded with troops, They were commanded
by General Arnold who in September 1780 had
betrayed his country when he wu. commander at West
Pomt. an impotlant post on the North River!' and key
10 the northern provin(.'cs. niscomcmed wi th Congress.
which liad relw;cd him the money 10 fortify his flanks.
A mold opened negotiations wi tll Clin ton. the English

V,lleI>resme atld~ another tJCCOlJllt 10 I1hlll}' oi the rupture of
Muror Andre. The lnstonc mudenr 1\ rdebr<Jrt'd 10 an
clIgrtJ\lm,\( frum a pamtm,\( by A,h., H Durand

general, to hand over the rust under hi, command.
Clmton sent him an aide-de-camp, Ml1;or Andre, 10

arrange the details of the treason. BUI Andre was
arrested by the Americans while he was disguised as a
reddler. In the .,0Iesof his shoes ther found proof of the
1'101. and he wzrc condemned 10 he hanged-
the puni~hment tor spies.

Clinton tried allrhe means in hIs power to save him.
but Wa.\hmgwn remained imkxible bt'ctJuse several
Amellcan officers had suffered the ,"me puni~hment at
the h<lmh of the En~li sh who refu\ed to consider them
£1\ helllgnents, Maior Andre underwen t his punish
ment \vith great courage and hi~ Iupplicmions for
r{'fmis,~ion to die the death of a sn!dwr brouglll lears to

the eyes of all those who we re prese nt at me exec u tion
He wen t to his death witl lOut an escon, accom panied

!n)l.,,,vm&. Am~"C4n All Un,on, fi&ut~. />y AII'~ /on ••.
t<lnd,Il<lr_ by Smtih_ ", Hln.lldwood,
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only by two Amdh:<J1I ONlLO, \\ ho dId mn wish to

remam unuJthe la~1 moment bccauH' he hlld
unpressed them so much.

T he Englgh were ,H "mit orlg rnally In trcallug their
AmetlcanI1Jvel_~atlCS(1,\ ubc/, atui, ,IlKI' chIS wd event.
they hcve modiiied thelt mhuman procedure. Tllh n
whul General \Vushrngton 1\ unfed 10 bring tlhO UI by
caw;mg me del1th 01 <.I bfaH' ottwct 101whom lJe h<1J

the hJghesl esteem.
Arnold was able !D escape In lime utui obramed the

ran k of general in the English <lr1l1y, The E.nglish
OfflCCH !O their ,i:rear credit \clvcd widl repugnance

umlC l rhH wretch who did nOI/H',lIllIe 10 gn'c up the
1110,1 hcaufl/ul province 0/ tu, country

Tll,' Chevalla des TOllcJlC.\ . 1l11ving, lel/med of the

dCI'/l1luble SJIU 'J/io ll of rhe illllCTlCl1 llS 111 Virginia ,

Ie,m[ved ItI rem edy i!. COll\ct/uen tly he detm;JlCd fw m

IJlII'lluddron the Evcillc, ccnunanded by Alonsic lll de
Tdly, under whose ordeH he Illw placed the
Survcillarue, the Cenrille, and lhe cutter Cuepc whfc.'h
wa.lltHl some days later a r Cape Char/cs. 12

Monsieu r de Tilly left Ncwport on February 12th and
on the 16th arrived in Chesapetlke Hay whae he seized
fiftn'n English transport, The ncad of the COlH'O}' and
the escort, a \'csw!l 01 forty. tour cannon. c-caped by
goinx up the EIi=Jbelh RI\ ct to Purl,moulh. occupied
by Gcneral Arnold. The mOUlh of the raw was too
,hallow lor the Evctllc 10 pa." and 100 wdl defended for
,he fugat.:, to torce an entry. Ccm,equemly ,\lonsieur
de Tilly , not bcmg able to do an}' more, Wi.b .!::oing to

return /0 Rhode hland when he learned fhat the
Romulu s , a wllnhij:' of ionv.iour cannon, allha t
momen t a l sea, WIl " due to crnvc "cry ,mon Indeed lwo

day" I.I/er ,she IIppeared. enten'd tile /'dY wilhoUl IIny
,'ll.\picjon. lind \\IllS {'n.!::(Ii(nl /l}' th e Fu ndI un it" /0

wIll/ill "Iu yielded /le r !1a,": .
MOfJ.\iclJ r Gardeur de Ti lly II illllon g lhow officers

who ~i'rvcd with great dh flllCliOll during th is w ar, He
hccrJlIlc vicr-d(/mira/ in 179 1. H i, ,\OIl an d four at hi s

rdll!JvI's I.an ,\I'rvcd Wilh dil li nC/Jon in th e navy ,
AlfL'r fht' ,Ci=UfC of lh e Rom ulus, Monsi eur de T il/ y

refurned /0 Rhode Island whe re he dro pped anchor on

11 The DUIChcalled lhe Hud'On the :-':onh Ri,'er , th e nAme
perSI\ts Hlday for the dock .ue.1 from the Battery to.
say, ,91h Sueel

II Belore iOlnJn!': Roch.1mheau's expedit ion ary force Tilly
had been .1 maior "eneul wllh the HOOps In r.bn inique,

IJ Th e while !la" is, of eoutse, the Bnur hon standard With
the !leur-de-Iis on a white field The only British naval

dIe 27th ll/ February, One lall IIllllglflC tlwt the arrival
of our old enemy wifh a french cn-w and lhe while t1aF,
OWI/ng above the lioll) 1\'11' grecr.:d with <1 t1JU!l,and
cncs of " v ive le Roi! " n

.'\-Ionsieur de Rochambcau and ,\ [Ofhicur des Touches.
again be ..ceched to come lu the Illd or Vugmia. dcci,lcd
to aCI /OwllrJ that end. If wa, agrccd thllt our )'1uadwll.
t/.'mfoll.-cd by the Romulus , a.'wcd by ,he \lliloIS '10m
the Ccnnlle and commanded br ,\loll'Oieur de
Villebrune. would embark 1,2()()men under the orders
of Mom/cu r de Viomemil, widl Porwnouth as their
de\llnalioll. 14

On the 711J 0/ March, the lidY /lefore our departure
(rom Ncwport, Gencr<ll Wd,lJin,l:tIJn came to con (a
with ou r g(,lleral~ about lhe propo \l'd expedItion 1 11<1 ,1
lIlCgood (OflU ne 10 sec thi s tanuvus m an wh oso l'cluing,
IIJove/1lcllt,<:, anti tcawre, were in dcconl with the
or1nil'n whicn Ihad already tanned. Natu re hl1\ giv en
tum IIphy~iclll cou vru unon w/llell .mit.~ per/ecll y Ins
Or/II'I XrCIH cllpllrities

The more one examine<: Ihe /imlled co u rage and
en erg}' of fhis nalion w ho ' t' army he comman ded. the
more orlt' is astonished by Ihe great talent~ of this
1I1u,lriou5 man. \ \ ' j l h ~'err\mal1 mean, he was able 10

1I0ld powerful enemies in check anJ he a/one. one can
~ay, wa.~ Ihe mainstay oillberry In this co untry.

The muston which was cont/del/ rooul squcdron wa~

exn'~~l\'dy diiiicutt bcccuse of the poor condi tio n of
~e"'cral 01 the wan h lp\ The finl requisite ;01 our
succe« was conceelmg our depallure from th e Englhll
(riXilte~ which Well' WQfc" jn~ us do~e1)' We hlld to ge t
enough of a head s ta r! so av not to be cau.l1;h t before w e
.l:0t to Clle,~apeake Bay .

ITh e result of this comergence of forces in Virgin ia
was , of cou rse , the haule of Yorkto wn T he French fleet
,1~~ured the defeat of Cornwallis hy prevent ing rescue
or escape by sea. Villeh re~me then ~ ,\w action in the
West Indies bef ore returning to his home. At the
heginn ing of th e French Revolution he ~e rved in the
States Gl'neral and then joined nther fanner
mnll~quet,li rc, to form an armv in n ile. De~pi te hi s
de t ion· fille d life he Ih 'ed til th e age o f ninety-four.]

1131': wilh hom was the royal sundard, bu t no rmally il is
tlown only when the '>O,'erel..-:n himself is on board

14 AntnlOe: Ch.1rl~ Ju Houx . Baron de Viom~n il. heAd of
Ih e: French art ille rv, sa:ond m commAnd 10 Rochamhcau
pl.1~·ed a prom ment role at the: ~c:i Re of YorklOwn_
Villebrune seems to be remembered onl y as the capl.1in
of the Romulu$ on th is vOy .1 l:e W Virgmia
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lud~1: Davrd Howell cOIlUJhurcd to Ihl.' rmpncr of the
Tnv f ll ·\\'",t'Jen (,1'1: /'r hJ~ dffian t rep1r 10 lht Assembl y's
demand rh<1! fhl' lud~c show cause lor then decisIOn .

, ,m.lI.( M I~",e 511 J'V<l" Lm >112 "rte, " PO"'"'' bv Tru m bull.
ph" ~'dP" .""",,n' 6, .. " 1 II WI ltv
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Rhode Island's Paper Money Issue
and Trevett v. Weeden' 17861

Trevell v \\ ccden I:. among the best known cases ever
to be tried bctorc .111 Amcnc.m st.uc COUrt. Paradoxi
cally, It IS a (.1'( th . n ha, seldom been properly
understood l ega l hl~tLJnJn~ auem pung to tra ce t h e

origins 01 the docmnc 01 judicial review retcr to several
stare decicron-, anledJ.UIlK ,\lar/JulY \ ,\l<.ldlsol1 JS

evidence 01 the acceptance 01 that cardinal principle 01
Amcncan con-utuuonal 13\<0 hy many 01 ou r early
tu nvt-, 11l H II \ \\ "«lUI I' uvuallv cited in such a

luanv a' a matoe precedent iUI j udicia ] review, and
movr .J(COUnh ul t h e cave, \, hcrhcr in monographic or

text hoo k torm. cnhcr crroncou-Iv as-crt that

. AS,,'H.:Lall· Prnkssm ,,/ Hrvmrv .11 Providence College.
:\1r, Cunlcv would hke to thank Cranston (R II attotncv
Paul [ P I ~.l no whoav-rstcd him in locating the lon g-lo st
cour t n-rord (If T" \ ell Y WI eden

Am"ll~ till' CUrrl'lll sl.md,uJ A mer ican luvrorv t e x t books

which Clrtlll\:tlU'!V con tend that the COUrt rend ered a

dccrstuu "I unconsurunun.ilnv ,lie - T. llarrv William;
n <II .. A 1/1,I"rI' 0' 1/)1' United .'iratl", .trd cd. [Ne w York,
19(,9!, I 177, luhn A Carr,I IY The ArnellC<1II ,'\'mirln
IN~w Yo rk, J\.I(,(,I, J. l ~·~" I"thi~ W ,I ~ the fip;l case in which
'Ill Amcric.an coun dl'll.lI nl .1 1c~b1.\l i ,,~ all void on
l on , li l lll llln, 11 gIOLl!Hk'l Rnh.ml H, ,1\1" TlIS, ed.
blcvdpl'c,{i" HI AlJll'Ill'<lrJ Ihq"TV, rev. cd. [New York.
1')(,;1, II" lti eh .u d II M"ni, and Wilhnm C rccnleo t,
LJ .\,1\ 111<' Illqul;, "f <I N"rmn iC h lcago, 1%91, 1.309.
[uhn D. 1Iick v ('I ,II. A ttiwnv or AIIH'r!L'Wl Dl'l!lol'/<"-T
liI"' lllll, 19(,(,I,]().,I

Rl'l~!H m"rll1gt,lphs mukinj; the same mistake includ e
-lrWlIl H 1'"II,h""k "Trevett vs Weeden and Ihl' Cas~

nl lh., luJg~', '\"WI""t 1I"rUT\' ~ K IAprtl ]<)(,,"1. ~" .('\.I .

Will iam A ~ 1I1LlI1 "I I<'\CH \' \\'adt'!! Its r Ll<.'c in Ou r
]llswn' .. Rhude 1_lolJd ll'IT AllIllwl J lOCI 19('(,1, 22':!S.
';n' ,lIs" Ron<:H K C.ur Tilt ~urr~lIJ,-" Cour! und ludiciul
Rn Il W l~ew YOlk I<)J)1 J I·JJ Charles Warren ,
"E<trll<:s, Ca'ol.'~ "I ILhhual Rn'lc\\ "I Sla lC le"isla lion h~

! ~J~ ra l Cnun, \.11< LI\\ J lIrn,,1 \! l:-in". 1<)22), 1;·11<
Thoma,.\1 Co"I~\ TI' "I, t , n tIT. C II IIrt1lUmal L1/1I1
r,!tllm, "Ii (/1 R, I'll' 11 : t, L, I .!tll.' P 'W/'f 11/ Ihi'
\1,Un' f lhl A'll, I", II Ull '11 ",h <:.1 llu~lUn, 1r.&31, 19J
BHnton ~ oxc b'<l\ , II !tI<IILldll' • r ilnd fJn~on r"u
t101W/ Lq:1 I t/On ,I'hIIJ [1\9l 1(,7 <Ind ch, 1i P<lIIIIIJ.
John WIIl, J" ", Tr ,I' " lIlt RI d /' lid luJ~,-",

An EpI od/' Tc IIdllnl( ( IHI, n \ ulld ( "II mUllvn<l1 WI\"
,Brook l) n. IMI7l,

by I'alrick T Conll'Y'

Rhode 1s1and\ hlJ; hesl rnbun al de cla red J paper m un cy
statute unconsmuucnal in the TIel en decision 01 else
th e)" arc vague and mcxJ.ct in thei r summary 01 the
cour t , action.'

E\ en those few accoum, 01 the d('C1~inn which arc
gcncrallv accurate a re not tullv acce ptahlc; firs t,
because Ihey arc not b.iccd upon the court record .md
rhu-, Lick prvcr-ron. and secondly. because rhcy [ail
eith<:1 ro cxarrunc or tn undcrvr.md the paper muncy
progr.rrn which J:.IH nsc to the lc~al disputc.! Con 
vc r-ctv. 01 the rhrcc ,.ui<;iJctoq 'lIla I Y~e<; o i the grcadv

misunde rstood pa per emission. two Ignore Tlen'/t v

Exam plcv of \ ague a nd imprecise accounts of the case
bv m.uur authorvare - Andrew C I\IcLJuJ:hlin,
TIll' Conled,'r,won (lnd th e Convnrunon (New York,
19071, 100H J9 Homer Can Hockett. Cons/Hllrional
HI ~ ror \, f) f the Urmcd \l<lIn [New Yor k, 19J 91, 176-77 .
Alfr l"d H. Kcllv and Winfred A Harbis on . T he Am er ican
CO/)\UlIHl<lII, -tth ed. INe w York , 19701,9'9· Samuel G
Arnold . HlIfm y oi rill' Sta le of Rhode /.~Ia nd [N ew York ,
11''19·(>01, 2 '525.

1 "C cn crall v .rccur arc" accounts of th e CJS~ are _. Frank
Gr eene iI,lte~ , Rhu t!c 1" land and rile Fonncnon 0 / the
Unum [Ne w York . IH9H! , L11·.W Charles Carroll ,
Rhode Island : Th ree CenfU nc< ,,/ /)cPIlrJCI,lCy [N e w Yor k,
19311, 1,\H7·<)7, Edward C. Snn ess. "The Struggle for
ludici.rl Sup remacy," III Edward Field, cd , \ta te 0/
Rhude I.,llmd mlCI I'ro v" k nr e I'l1Inr" tllinl JI flll> End of
the n'nrlHy A I/llr"ly ll'rovidcnce, 1901 1, J 107-110,
Sidncv S Rider, "1 he Rl'al Pcm t Decided in the Tr evett
y, \Vad"11 CI_<:" Rook ,""urn 11 1I 89~1. 61 -6,l i 22 119051,
(,1·(,1 ("lurln GlOve IlJ lI1 cs , AmerICan Dourine of
ludlC/al \ul'r,'Uuh ;', 2nd eJ IBcrkeley, Ca l" 19311, IU5-112,
W Ill i.lm W Cro_skev, Po1Jl/{"\ <lnd lile COIJ.I/IlU!IOfI m tile
iiI lurr 01 till' Ihlll<:cI SIIIIe' IChlCa/.:o, 195,Jl. 1 965-611
Edw<lrd S Cur" Ill, /)1l(;/rHli' "I 'udl"I<I/ Rn'iew I l~ LeF-al
,md H, rollt a l Bthrl <lnd Other E-"<ly,1 IG!ooce~te r, :\lass.,
IW...1 71·"J <Inti "Prolo:les~ 0 1 Con~IItUlLonal Theory
b<,t"n'l) Iht' De<:lau lll ,n "I InJerenticnl.:~ and Ihe
,\kCllllJ: of lhe r hilaJ clphlJ Con ,,·cnlion," Ameflcan
HI,rurlelll Rcvl(''W lO IArnl [925), 'i!J

ComlltUlltlna! hl~lOrI<ln~Ha llles, CIO~~kr)', and Co rwlIl
.10 n,,1 e\.Jmllle Ihe pJpcr monq- conIlO"CISy, Clnd loc al
hhlUrl<tn~ Bates. Canoll, Sline~, Jlld Rldu b ll to
undl'lSI.lIIJ Ihe Illlelll and dfec t of Rhode Isl.mJ's papeI
money ISSUC.

....
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\Veedcn and the other incorrec tly states the iudgmcnr
ot the Coun.' This hivronogra phical melange indicates
the need for a re-exammanon of thi s complex case an d
the much maligned paper money program h om wh ich
It srcrnmed

Rh ode Isla nd '\ infamous pape r money plan wa s th e
othp rin;: ot itv Revnlunonary dehr. By 178.1 the sta te
ha d put ih Hnancfal house in orde r by "sc ulmg" at

;ld iu\t ing irs war dcbrv The fin a l figures revealed that
th e state govcrn m cm owcd about £ 96,000 to priva te
creditor". Of this tota l £50,(X){) w as he ld by approx i
matclv 250 Individuals in the form of si x percent notes ,

and the ba lance hy about 2.300 individuals (ove r h all
the voters in the sta le! In the form o f four pe rcent notes.

The remaining computed debt was much larger. bu t it
was charged against the national gove rnment . T h is
Included claims of the state government for uncom pe n
snrcd expendnures on behalf of Congresv. and claim s of
individuals for ~oods and supplies furn ishe d to

prosecu te the wa r, These de mands rcralcd E1,178,()(X)

hu t the bulk of th is sum would nev er be forthcoming 4

There W;tS an oth er cla im aga in st the national

Co ngress, however . whieh was quite sign ifican t. Th is
debt took th e form of Co ntine n ta l Loan Office cerrifi
ca tes am ou n ting to £ 157 ,200 or $5H ,()(Xl Two-thirds 01
these secu rities were owned by Pro vidence cit izens,
mostlv merch an ts , and more th an half by twelve m en
in th.n city Among the twelve me rchant princes wer e
lohn and Nicholas Brown , Zachariah an d Ph ilip Allen ,
labe;: (M' ....'en, Welcom e Arnold , and the po w erful firm
of Clarke and Nigh ling.1le. When final setrlernenr
ccruflcares and other federa l obligauons we re added to
the loa n office sec uri t ies rhcv produced a state total o f
~:;9R,9-l1 held hy .111 in dividuals Ci tizen~ of

Providence a nd Newport ow ne d $-l25,122 o r 71 percent
of this to taLS

The enlighten ed self- in terest of Rhode leland was so
strong that it volunt ari ly assu me d a portion of th e
connncn rul debt hur den bv attem pting to support the
mtcrcsr on those co ntinental sec u rit ies own ed in the
Matl' ;\krcanl ilc mtluence in the Assembly pr ior to

., Fo rr': ~I ."h:Don ,lI ,1 Wr rIll' People .' The Economic O ri,o;:i n.'
"r 111<' C"n-tIlIIII01! [Chicago. 19.'iH I, .I.!J-.I-l(, and Hillman
1\-1 ell:alf Bishop, \\,111' Rhwlc hldlld Ol'l'med th e Feda dl
O>II, tJlu tlOJI [Providence . 19:'01, 1:;·.16 , do 11" ( examine
the 'rrcvcu e,lSl" , while trwrn H. Pchshock . Rh(J(k hlillld
<t lld rlJ<'{]lHlltl 1774./195 (Evan ston 111 ,,1 %91, 1l!. ·I 8lJ,
mcrurecrlv tlltelJ'H't~ the COUt1'~ dccsvron.

171:\6 no doubt produced dus fisc<l1 concern. In tact,
while the merchants controlled th e state government.
vigorous crions were made to collect those taxes which

had bee n levied 10 meet the interest nn the connnemal
debt. Prior to 17s6, Rhod e Island 's recor d 01 compliance

wuh congress ional requisitions W<l~ one 01 the best in
the Union , Also, com rurv 10 popula r o pin ion,
Rh ode Island wa s not d isposed to rep ud iat e its sta te
dcbr, largely becau se of the widespr cJd divuibunnn 01

It S notes ,
At first , th e state's import duties alone (2 % ad

valorem in 17.'13 and 21/2 % in 17tl-l ) we re ne arly
sufficient 10 service the debt ; but soon, as the interest
ob ligation increased, heavier di rec t taxes (10 leal
pro perty became necessary T hese levies steadily
inc reased until they became op pressi ve . By 17/1.6, many
Rhod e Island taxpayers. especially rhose in the agrarian
country tow ns. had been caught 10 an absu rd d ilem ma
- they were 10..10,11; their rea lty bccau..e of nonpay me nt
of taxes levied on il tor the pu rpose 01 ..upporting
interes t paym ent s on their ow n state ..ccu rtucs and th e
merchants' cont in ent a l cert ific ate ...

It was at this cri t ica l juncture th at an aggrieved and

resourceful polit ician , lon athan I Haz ard, advanced an
ingen ious paper mon ey plan. Hazard, a deputy from the
coastal but agrarian and noncom me rcia l co m m unity oi
C harlestc ....-n an d that tow n's ha rried tax collector,
gathered about him a force fu l group nf ru ral poli t ician'>
These men ..rudrcd intently the records o f the state's
la..1 pre-Revolutionary I~ ..ue of paper money in 1750

and then decided to Jdopl a similar program 10solve
Rhode Island 's contemporary financia l ills.

T he paper mnnev pl an was 10 ope rate in the follo ..... 
ing manner : pap er money, in an amount ap proxima tely
equa l ro Rh ode leland's wa r debt 01£96,000, was 10 he
printed and made lc,ll;al te nder for all public obligations
and taxes. T he rarer would rhen he len I to those
borr owers who co uld furnish good secu rity, namely ,
rea l es tate. l and , in fact, .....as the most d~irable

co llatera l both eco no m ica lly and pobucal lv. because
the right to vote wa.. dependent u po n its o .....ncrship.

·1 :'I.l y suru rnurv "I the paper m oney issue: is based largely
upon the pcrvuavive m tcrpreranun of MdJonald ,
We ttu- l'c0l'k HJ·-l6. This econo mic historian has
n-vc.rlcd the com plexmes of Rhode Island's frenzied
finance dunng the "cnuca! era" by closely examining the
pertinent documents III the Rhode Island State Archives.

,
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Thrll~ COllrJnCnlilJ LOlIll -O!iICf':ccrll/icatel were claims
alWm, t Ihe 1l<1llona/Congiew. li n e , Toutn c rs. TOUh
nones. a, IIldrcared had a la/III." orrweruy ccnl, each.
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Provi s ions would be made to prevent depreciation of
th e pap er , for if it mainramcd u s fa ce value, the interest
to be coll ected on it would be TOughly equivalent to the

m tcrcs t owed by the state on its s ix ,IOU fou r percen t

ccrufic nrcs. If taxes were continued itt cxisung levels,
they wo uld then be eas ier tel PilY b('C;1U~ of the

increased mone y in circ ulauon. These taxes wo uld be
sufficient to re t ire the st. ncdebt at par in about seven

old. wnh an ant i-paper animus bu t ~ull usefu l is Ehsha
R Port er , Jr_ a nd Srdne v S_ Rrdcr !){Jllle Account 01 rhe
Bllh (Jf CreJH. or Paper :\Inncr. 01 R/ trom 1710-1786
IPrO\'IJenn:. 18801.

:; More mon ev had been subsc ribed III rhe R,I 10Jn office
dunng the k evolunon III proposuon to th e state 's

popul.mon t han in any other , t.lle except Pennsylvania
"I shop, 19, Fur Rhode Isla nd 's pubhc dent h oldings sec
E. James Ferguson . Power 0' lh l' I'UI'/' A HIstor y 0/
AmcTlcdn Pubhc Fman n "I77(,·17Y() (Chapel Hill , " c.,
IW, l l, 1110-111.



yea rs Ii, ho wever, the paper depreciated. It co uld be
supported by mcrcasmg raxc, fa- t enough to absorb th e
dep reciation. If the tax revenues paid in thIs infla ted
money we re used (o r debt service, the stare would reti re
us deb ts in a much vhom- r t im e W he ther or not the
paper depreci ated. il<, issuance would relieve the
cu rrent tax burd en , and il would m ak e the state , wh ich
wa-, a de btor payi ng Imcrcsr on ne arly £ 100 ,000 , also a
cred ito r collect in g in te rest on app ro xImately the
sa me am oun t

By lat e 1785 Hazar d .m d h is associates had worked
nut the details 01 th i.. well conceived and im agi n at ive
-chcmc , during 1786 thcv set out to secu re its imple
ment a tion , In Febr uary they caused the A..scmhlv 10

request the towns tomst tuct their deputies ( ~ tJte

rcprewntanvcst regJrdmg the dcsrrnhihrv of a pa per
money icsuc. In March they made a feeler mo tion 10

i....uc paper, hut it wav defeated m th e low er house by a
vote of Iony-rh rcc to eighteen."

Undau nted hy Ihh temporary ..ctback, th e pap er
muncy mcn stumped the sta te expla ini ng th e
intri cacies of th e plan to di sgruntled Rhode Island
t.rxpuvers. This npprunc h was most success ful. In the
April town met:til1g~ onl y th e mer chant-controlled
cnmmunmcs oi I' rovrdcncc, N ewport , a nd th e island
to .... n 01 Pon smouth tnsrrucrcd their delega tes to

oppn..e the 1~"Ut: . T hese meeti ngs etfcc rcd an ove rt urn
m the lo we r huu-,c by sclectmg thi rty·c:ight new
dcpuncs to rhe Cennal A~~embly In the general
clccnon lohn C(>IJIIl~, an advocarc of rapl'r money, won
the aovemnrch ip hy a Wide margin . as did a paper party
dcpu rv governor and ti\ c new a..~i~t;lllh [scnaro rvl.
These spring 17'1\(, electrons marked the com ing to

power oi the pro-paper "Cou nt ry" or " l an dholde rs"
Pafty and the temporary ecl ipse llf m ercantile con trol
111 the Rh odclslund \'l'lll.'ral Ass crnblv ."

The victor s wa~t cJ littl e time when the Asscmhlv
convened. th eir pla ns h .rd been well la id. Within days
they passed a law •iurhorizmg the issua nce of a hundred

thousand pou ndv til pape r mo ney accordmg to the

(, At t h l ~ nmc even some 01 the debr.nddcn tuwn~ recoiled
Irom the rro~reo:t <>1 rarter. South 1i: IIl",' t" wn tor
example the communH\" with thc ",rcatl'St tilX ddin
<juerKV. declarcd a""llmt emission III 1';11'1.'1 currency
"wn huul a di~'l'11l 1l1l1 " III !Uwn meering " 11 FebrualY 20
anJ rcaffirmed lh i ~ rO'llion at a ,pe ci;11mn·till g on e week
later . By luly 1 7~(, h" ,,",'c\"er they wcrl' \"ignrnusly
~ upro rl ing it , South Klng,tow n Tuwn ~leetin" Records
1776· \836, 218 Tnwn meeting recurds ;lte in offices of
cler ks of resrec ti\·c municipalities unless otherwise

general ou rhnc- III the Hazard plan The aCI established
in crfecr a land bank. where govcrnmcnt .aurhonzcd
paper bills. .... Inch had the capacity olll.'gJI tender,

would be lent at the rate 01 lour percent These loans
we re to be secured by mortgages on real r ropl.' rty worth
twice the nommal valu e 01 th e cu rre ncy len t. T he
do rat ion of the loan was to be fou rteen ve nts with
interes t du e tor th e fi r~ t seven an d the pr inci pa l repay 
able in equ al annual installments durin g the secon d
seve n-year period.

T he law co ntaine d n ume rou s devices desi gned to
m ain ta in the par va lue of the pa per . The most im po r
tant and the most controversial were th e provi..ion
making pap er the legal tender for all debt'> public an d
pri vat e, and the in famous "lodge money " or " know vc"
clause The latte r provided that if a private creditor
should renee to receive the paper, the dehtor could
discharge the debt bv " lod ging" or dcpcsmng the paper
money with one of the iud~es of the COUnty co u ns o f
cu mmon pleas If the creditor declined to accept th e
lodg e money after citunun by the cou rt, thc {udge w as

to issue pu bl ic notice I"Knuw yc"] that the tend er had
been made. Sho uld till' creditor rem ain .rdamam, th e
debt was declared cance led aft er a rh rcc-monrh waiting
pe riod and th e mon ey wa s forf eited to the sta te.~

T hi s plan encounte red the inve te rate oppos ition o f
the merchants. some of whum set out to discredit the
issue and undermine t. nrh in il through a pa lpably
false propaJotJnda campaign. T he merchants inaccu
ra tclv charged that the emission W;lS th e ....-ork Ili radical
axrannu debror-, \, ho wished \II defraud creditors of
their iusr com-en-anon . an d some of these me rchants
we re so bold a~ 10 bo rrow la rge sums of rhe new pa pe r
10 usc as a fun d lor ma nipula t ing its value dow nwa rd
on th e open market."

The source I1f 11'1 1.' mcr chamv dts cout cn t stemmed
basicall y from th e fact thar the pape r pl an neglected
the con tinen tal cred itors, m ost 01 whom were rnc m hcrs
of th e pow er ful mercantile esrablivh mcn t The lead ers

of th e "Cou ntr y Party" we re den-r rnm cd 10 pay th e

indicurcd F U I m-uucuons ~i\'en In the rcprcscnrauve.. of
se\"eral othcr R.' t"wns In Fchlu .1T \· \71i(, on emission uj
r" rer mune~'. ~n' 1',l r crs Relating 10 the Adop tion of the
C"llstilUriol1 0 1 thl' United Slates, .'01. herea fter ci leo.!
rA C, It L St.l tc Aldllves, Ironicall y, Ch,"lc~town 's town
meeting in fch ru'll y 17A(, a]<;o voted ;lJ(ilinst instructing
ItSderutles to ~upr"rt em ission. PAC, .19. Prcserved
inslructions oj \Valwil·k. Cra nmm. Cumherland,
Gloces ter, Smithfield, Covenny , Richmond, Ti\·crton , and
Middletown md leate that they approvcd, PAC, -10-6.3.
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..ta te debt, but they abandoned all respons ibility for
redeeming continental ob ligations. T heir suppo rters
in the rural in land towns believed that th is expense
sh ould be borne excl usively by Congress, while a
majonty in the eastern shore and isla nd towns
[Providence, Newport, Bnstol, and Warren excepted !
regarded It 3S untust that they were taxed 10 su pport
these secu riti es wh en th ey wer e receivi ng no money
from either the sUh: or Congrc.... tor war losses. The
tao that many III the con uncm al -ecunues had passed
from the hands III their ongmal owne rs, often far m ers,
into the hands III mcrcharn-spcculatorv , usuall y at a
traction of rherr face value. made drrcct ta x..t ion to
vupport Interest payments un these certificates even
mor e obiecnonablc I

An other typical complaint w.1S that contained in the
town 01 Smithfield's m ..rrucuons to her deputies in
April 17S(,_The town leader.. co nt ended that " th ere

have been many examples where one year 's interest
ha th been paid in ..ilver . that was worth more th an the
principal ....'as when loaned "II This incongruous

si tuarion , whereby the annual interest on the conti
nental sec uri t ies (raised by taxunon and paid in specie]
exceeded in value the dep reciated certificates
rhern sel ves, was not to be tolera ted by those w ho
ow ned none.

Manv merchants, however, and a sizable num ber of
the freemen of Provid ence held comi ne n tal loan office
certificate s. In fac t, a dozen powe rful an d in fluen tial
merchan t-..peculators in th at town owned about hali of
the 5524.000 in loa n office secu ri ties held in the srate.U
No pla n wh ich igno red this de bt cou ld meet wi th th e
approval of Providence, nor could one whic h CUt off the
coveted specie merchan ts needed to satis fy thei r
unre!c nti n~ forei gn credito rs. A principal source of this
specie, of co urse, had been th e inter est paid in silver
on the me rch ants' con ti ne ntal ce rti ficates.

Op positio n to the pap er pl an in Newport was also
form idab le hu t less st ren uo us than th at m an ifeste d by
Prov idence. The port to wns of Bristo l an d Warren

7 We the People, ,H I· H I In March 1786 the merchant
controlled Asscmblv had l/:ranted a limited concession to
the debtor mtcfCsh hv pa~smJ:: "An act for making real and
ccnarn enumerated artic les oi personal estates . liable
under cen.nn tcstrtcuuns [or the payment of debts upon
execution." John R Bartlett . ed .. Records of th e Colony a t
RhoJ~ hland an d P"w/de/lce Planta l/(Im In S ew
England. 10\' [Providence 1856·651. 10 182, hereafter
cited RICR . This act fell shan 01debto rs' dema nds and
was repealed III Junc 17116 RICR 10'205

tl Records C>I R I General A"embly J3 162.g,. R I State
Archives. hereaner (lied RIGA Records.

A l'ul1lrt Ilolh.<' or "kll!J\\- )c' pul1/nh ctl In liJe Providence
Gazette a t Fd >r ui.lIY 3. 17117.

Su te of RMOOl.hLA~D Ind P&OV ID1.Cl PL"JOT"~

TIONS .

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

KNO',V YE, T hlt Willilm Chlrcrlio. aod Mat·
SU f t ., i. Wife. once Mug:rct Drew. of New.

port, in the CO\Ir.ll o( Newport. Ind Stlte aEordlid,
Adm in illrauir to t he Goo.:h and enaueh. Righu Ind
Crcdit~, oEC.pt. J3mu Drew. laI c of Newport, Mn.
chin!. Jeceafed. on th e z9th 011 of Decem ber. 1;86,
at my Dwdlin l -Hou(e•• t Newport, lodged with me
rh e Su m of O ne Huodled an d F'ifreen Poun ds Si:r
Shilli n&s an d Si:r?Cnce. L aw ful M oney. it being io
f:lll (or the Prb cipal and Jnlerell 01 • J od g men t o(
COU:1., D~b.t and cen,obt~ i n e c!: ~gl in n Henry Hunter
ao.d. Ine fl !d Mlr:~,. t, In Ihetl Clpacities u Ad.
m ln lllraton to Ihe Goods end ( hlueh. R iShtJ and
Credit!. of the aforeilid J.m es Drew. deeeafed, by
John l. u mmon d. of 1he City &bJ S:lfe of New.
\ ' :1' . , Mercha nt. by Hen ry MI,c}n nl. Hq; hi s Af.
tor ney. u pc:.n Reccrd : T hat the (.id W illiam ted
M.rgllet h.lh in .11 Refpetls complied w ith the
L~", u fred ing the Pa per Curtncy; lad that the
(aid He nry March . nl, Erq; u Attoln:" upon Re
cord, 10 the (aid John Cnmm on d, hu h been lelal ly
tr.d cl uly not ified Ihereof.

~' \ 'l," itne fl. P. Mt.'lol rou, C.]. s. C.
n-e"T °Tt, Jln . 13.1 ; 87.

h'Hbored h.ucl Illonq scnumcms .1" well but the
rem.under 01 the vt.nc , ~"rl'l:l;ll h the uncnor mwnx,
was firmly in the grip (JI the r ,lr er ites as the ~1Jy 17:-\6

session d rew to a c1 \l s~H

It ha.. bern mcnuoncd that the mc rch.mt-, i"..ucd
vociferous dcnuncl.nions of the paper money ..chcrnc.
They alle ged. w ithout toun d.uion.fh .u since th e pap er
would not he ncccprc d out side the sr.uc. it would
de..tr oy Rhude l vlnnd's com merce. Th eir favo rite
tacti c, however, wa-, to J L'pi ct advocoics o~arer m otley
as an unsc rupulous b.m d " I dixhnncst debtors

9 The rnampulatmn scheme is alluded to in Forrest
,\\cDonaIJ , E PlllrJ/lII' {Jil l/ill' T h e FOlllla llon o f lh e
Amellean RepuN Je. 1776·1790 (Bosto n, 19651, 125·26.

to We th e Peop!('. 330..1H·.~ . There was less speculanon III
the public deb t In R,J than 10 most other states "Rate of
transfer" was a relanvelv low 52 percent. Ferguson.
280-81.

II The Smithfield petit ion is III PAC ,,~ ,

12 W e rh e Pl·VPIe. t~

B Bales. 12.~·19

•
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seeking 10 detrnud their creditors. Because the ami
paper mc rchaurs controlled the principal means of
communication, including the local press, th is latter
charge was often repeated .111J accepted 3S accurate
both hy cun tcruporarics in other stutcs and by
suhsequcut hbtorians.j~

A man in large measure responsible for the disscmi
nation of ann-paper propagnndn was journalist Peter
Edcs. This spokesman for the mcrc.mrilc interest
published .1 remarkable sc ncs of articles in his Ne\\-poT!

Her/lid reponing on the proceedings tlf the Rhode Island
General Assembly between the spring of 17R7 and
lanuarv 179U, when the legisLnllre acted to convene a

convention tu ratify the Fedeul Constitution, Edcs's
reports still provld ..· the best existing description of the
deba tes in the Rhode l-eland legisblllre during the
closing vcars of the confederation, hut they displava
strong ann-paper and prn- Pcdcra list bias . Nonetheless,
they were frequently reprinted in ncwspnper« through
out the United States without proper caution that
Ede v'< indictment nf the Coururv P;Hty might he partial

and distorted, Some Federalist editors even embellished

Ides's untlancrlng appraisal of the paper money men.
Francis Childs, publisher of the New York /Judy
Advertiser, for example, reproduced one of Edcs's
reports under the heading "Quintessence of Villainy, "1,

Contrary to the Newport editor 's allegations, how

eve r, th e three most careful historians of contedcrauon
Rhode Island and its paper issue persuasively maintain
that the cuncetlnnnn oi priva te debts was only a
relatively insignificant by-product of the scheme, not
its essential purpose, 16 Forrest Mcliunald and Hillman
Bishop support this conclusion by alluding to the
published announcements of lodge money depnsits.
Such deposits, which represented all private debts
canceled by paper against the wishes of the creditor,
amounted 10 I ]7,000 out of J rural emission of £%/108
in paper bills, Actually. fewer rhu n 300 different
individuals, about tWO percent of the adult male popu
lation, were involved in lodge-money transactions in
any capaci ty. Mcfjnnuld furthe r demonst\ates that
" there is no fou ndation in Iact for the commonly
acceptcd gcncralizanon that the paper-money move
ment in Rhode lslaud represented the ncttons of large

14 Bates. for example, in his gcncrallv sound study gives the
following ,lrpr,lisal of the money plan "Conceived in
ignorance. and supported hv tully and dishonesty, it had
brought discord, repudiation and misery." 141'.

15 Edcs's accounts hJVC been collected by Irwin H
I'olishonk. cd., "Peter Edes's Report uf the Proceedings
ul the Rhode Island General Assembly, 171'7-1790,"
RhoJe hl<!lHl HJ>toty 151April19661. JJ-41; [Iuly 1966).
1:\7-97 ; [October 19661. 117-129; 26 (January 19671,15-31.

16 We the Peuple, 332-33. Polishook, R./. and till'; Uruon.
IOJ-17J. Bishop, L5-15.

17 W e the People. J.lJ . Bishop, 2.3-25, states tha t "many
paper money supporters reprobated the action of those
who lodged paper currency With the judges. Many whu
approved the use of paper money to liquidate the state
debt drd nut approve the tendering of paper for debts
originally incurred in gold." These moderates made
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bands 01 dchror-tarmcrs who were usin...: depreciated
paper currency to pav ohhgauon.. due to merchan t
creditors. " Buth farmers .1Od me rchants in volved
them sel ves In Icla tively Il' \', lod ge.m on ey ua nsacuun s,
bo th availed themselves oj th is method of deb t
reduction.!" T he real mnnvcs behi nd the issua nce 01

pap e r, tu r all bu t the muvt radical 0 1 the Count ry
Party...... e re ta x relic t and reduc tio n li t the ..t.uc de bt.
The princi pal obiecuon.. III the paper money program .
as ....'e have seen . stemmed from abandonmen t by the
Country I'.lrty of all t s:..pon ..ibility for conunemal ohli
gation.. and the plan '.. mdncct currailmcnr of specie

Propagan da of the mercha nts and their private
m ampulunons helped to unde rmi ne po pul ar fait h in
th e new cu rrency and it depreci a ted rapi d ly. Th irt y
m onths fllllow ing- its is..uun rc it had declined in wo rt h
at a steady rate until it .. mark et va lue was les, than
eigh t ce nts on rhe dolla r. For tWO yea rs it remain ed at
this low level, then 11 row to six for line. a va lue it held
unti l all hu t a fraction o i it was retired in I I'I(X) . I ~

Depreciation , however. did not scrtouslv Impair the
paper moncv Iacuon'c plan In reti re state debt..;
in fact . it ha ..tened the procc....

In December 1 7~(, the program of debt service begun
when the A....cmblv au thorized pa yment in pap e r of th e
first q ua rte r of the Sla te' .... i x per cent ohhg.mnn ..
A March In 'r? s ta t u te penalized rhosc who refused tu

comply wit h rhiv vy-tcm hy providing fur pn rrla l

for feitu re of their sec unuc-, an d inrc rcvt thereon to th e
crate Hlhey failed to present their ccmficarev tn th e

General T reasurer as di rected
Th e second quunetlv payment on thi, debt was

authori:ed in J une 1 7 ~ 7 the third in Fch ruarv 17s l(
an d the n na l portion in March 1789. Mean while . in
O ctober an d December 17Fl I( au thoriznrion ac ts we re
passed allrr win g holde rs of fou r per cent notes to receive
their co r npe nsatinn from th e sta te. Thu-, hy mid ·17R9

Rh ode leland's enti re dchr h ad been llquldnrcd and the
an nua l expenses of th e dch t-free governmen t were
red u ced to less th an £ 10.000 . Forty percen t of th ese
expcnses could he met hv interest payment.. on paper
loan ed and the remainder supplied by im ron duties.

pap~r mon ey legal tend er for private deht s because they
helicved thi s stcp ncccssary to maintai n the valu e of
the emlSSlOn.

18 We lh. , People 3.3';-36

19 Ibid .,chedulc 01 debt retirement t:an he lUt ed in
RIGA Record.. lJ '-H. 1';9, ,W 7, -l29·30 , -l~1. .t78, 5·H , ;';69,
5S6-~" TallC$lnied dUtlllR thiS petiod .....ere · i!O.lXlJ
I' une 17M l ; 110.lXlJ l,\ \ ,u ch 17871, i lO,lXlJ (Sept 17871,
£30 .(0) !lune 17881; £10,(0) IMareh 171\9). RIGA

To the dchght and relict lit aU, e,pecial1y the landhold
ing farm populnnon , rhc dnect tax IOJd had been
abolished

In retrospect , the pa pct plan must he termed a
success J IllI sumdard cuucto»s of the prog r.rru

adjudged ina ccurat e and undeserved. Stat e governmen t
be nefi ted by re tir ing its press ing debt ; t.rx puvcrs .rlso

gained relid ; so d id the many ho lders o f ..rate sccunncv
beca use the de preciated p'lper rhcv received w .a.. worth
more than the depreciated securities tht'y had owned.
The prmctpal aims 01 the Country Part" had been
effecti vely achieved. In addrnon , Rhode Island 's
inrersrarc an d foreign trade en joyed an an nual lnc rca-,c
throughout th e per iod of agita uo n, despit e m erchants'
appreh en sion s.'?

But th e con rroversinl emi ssion of 'R6 was far fro m an
unmi xed blc svlng. Forrest McDonald in h is perce ptive
defense nf the paper plan lists tw o detr im ental and
unfonun.ne by-prod ucts o i the scheme. T he worst
effect nf the paper. ~J.\'S he , was th e Rre3t damage it di d
(0 the rcput anon of Rhode bland among ..tster sta tes.
The dubIOUS credit for this achievemen t must be
sha red bv Providen ce merchant princes and ira scible
Pete r Edcs for. in the ir effo f(s to d iscredi t the Co untry
Part y, they furthe r ta rn ish ed the alrcudv questio na ble
reputat ion of th ei r st.1Ic 'IS we ll. " Rogue's Island ,"
home of the dishonest debto r, wa s th e Im age they
present ed to 'I condes ce nding nation .

A ..ccond bad effect . as-e n .. ,\1 cOonald, was that
some priva te creditors curlered bec ause £ 17,(X)() in
depreciated bills were used 10 <;atisfy personal debts.
Thew lov-e ... of course . ....'ere Iar less sip;nifica nr than
prcviou..lv vupposed , hut this is li tt le consolation 10

those creditors who were force d either to 3CCCp' lodged
paper o r forfei t it to the s ta te;~

Several o the r undesirable bv -ptoducte nr cnnse
quvnccs of I he pa per cnntrnvcr-,v. however. M cljnnald
neg lected III ide nnfv. FiN . me n tion should be made (If
the hardsh ip. privat ion. an d subsequent feRris;lls wh ich
Ji,putant' in th e affair visited upon one anot he r dnd
the lon.l:·q:mdinp; bitterne..s which «ueh actions
enc:endered. For example . in the firq weeks follo wing

Record, 13 :287-90 . 3-19-62,4 04 . 407-08. 410. 12, 527, S:n '35,
589·92 .\ \eDun.lId errs when he st.Hes thai " Ill 17li8 Ihe
debt) were rellrro III four quanerly LIlstall ments."
We the PefJpk 336 .\lcllonald (3351 and Polishook ,
R.I . "nd rhe Vown. 168·70 . agree reRa rdLllg the increase
In lrade

10 \·....e rhe Pwp/e, 336.
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the emission, me rcha nts in the towns closed thei r
stores rather tha n se ll then goods for paper wh ile
farm ers, who had mongagcd their lands ttl sec ure
paper , sought to compel townspeople to accept the
money by wuh holding produce trom the market, Reb ·
uons bet ween town and country during th IScritical
penod were mcreastnxlv marked hy suspi cion and

resenrmer u."
The debit side at th e paper money ledger mUSI also

include some notice ot the bold , agpesl>ive, and o ncn
unjust mea ns employed by rhe Cou ntr y Party to
implement and prote!;:t lis program. A consrderanon ot
those involves us wuh seve ral issues rela nng directly

to Rhode leland con stit u tional development.
Among the most tlagram attempts made by paper

money men to dctcar, coe rce, or punish opponents
were: III pa ssJJ::e oi a forcing act in lun e 17S6
providing a heavy fin e tor non -acceptance of the paper
or ior comnbuung to its dcprccranon , (21 addition of
an amendment to thrs act 1Il August 171:\6 providmg for
mal without jury Of appeal io r viclarors lth ls amend 
ment was the law challe nged in Trc W'1I v. Weeden );
and [31 an unsuccessful attempt to req ui re a tes t oath
binding the raker to make every enort to uphold the
val ue of paper and barrmg ucm public o tiicc all wh o

refused 10 sweat
Those maneu vers of a des pe rate tact ion exhibited an

unfortun a te JisregJrd tor the nghts o f the mi nurity
opposition . It was, per haps, th ese me asur es em ployed

in coni u nction wuh pJper emission th a t prompted
man y de nu nci ations uf the Cnunuv Party by the

mercnnrllc community ,
T he forcing ac t of lunc 171'\6 W<lS designed to ch eck

rapid dcprccinnon of pap er bilb , T his sta tute pTO\' iJeJ
that any per son who refused III take these bill s a t par in
exchange for an y arucles he offered for sale, or should
make any difference in pnccs between silver and paper
money in any sa le or exchange, or sh ou lJ attempt to

depreciate or di scourage pas sing of th ese bills, would be

21 Rales, 1!(i·1H

2! RIGA Rec",J~ I ~ 27'! ·!'>(J We tht' ['<'orlr ,l~! gives the
erroneous imprcwion Ih.L1 this supple mcnt.ary act was
ra n of rhe tllll:Lllal paper rnoncv statute.

2J RIGA Records I.U97.9') RICR 10 211-U, Those who
passed thrs bold measure also approved a law at this
scssion making the raper menev .I tender in pavmenr of
contmenral tJ:l(es RICR 10 n l -I! ,

!~ Iniormatlon on Ihl s ca"", and mal oi rhe iudgt:s which
fol1o""cd can he found III Par<'1< Relatlll/i: 10 rhe Tre\'ett
\"ersus w eeden Ca-e . 17t\(i. MIl.<;. ,\\SS , :s.Iewrort
HI' tolieal Soclet\,· Ro~ ,n. ioldel 11 whi ch c(lnuins
three Olher Wilts summoning to coun \" iolatoTs of the

filled one hun dred pounds for th e first o tfen se. For the
sec ond violation , he would be fin ed the same amo u nt
and be rende red mehgiblc to vote or hold office in

the sta le U

This penallaw apparently fai led to ac h ieve its

mtendcd die..:t bec ause o f del ays in m cnng ou t
penalti es 10 VIolators, so a specia l Au gu st session o f the
legisla ture was co nvened which modified it w ith an
ill- advised amendment. T he Augu st act lessened the
mo netary penal ty on those refusin g paper, but it pro
vided for immediate trial of vio la to rs by .~ pcc l/J I cou rt.

Th is supplementa ry statute staled that if any person
refused to receive pa per acc ording to the requ ire ments
III the prcvious la ws. the mdrvidual tendering m oney
should apply tor relic t to a iusuce of the Superior COUrt
or to .I judge ul the COUll ul Common Plea s in the
county where the otlcnsc was commi tte d. Th e judge
handling the compl.nm WJS thereupon d irec ted to

summon the rcfu-mg pJrty to appear before a , pa ial
court w uhm three Jays to stand trial, without benefi t
oi turv The judgment of this special court was to be
tinul an d conclc-rvc , nu appeal from its decision was
allow ed II the accused was tound guihv, he w as to pay
th e Js,:>esseJ fine plus ..:osh or be com mitted to the
COUnty ja il " t ill sentence he pcn ormcd.v-'

N eed less to ':>Jy , thIS law provoked an u proa r because
of us disda in for procedural d ue process. and it wa s
immediately defied. In :"lew port , where ann-paper
fo rces held a majurnv, lohn Weeden , a butch er , refused
to accept paper te nder of lohn T revett offe red in
pavmcnt tor me at The latter th ereupon en te red a
co rnpluin r .Igains t the rec alcitrant butc her with th e
chi d jus tice III the Su pe rior Cou rt, Paul Mumford, thus
precipitJting th e case 01Trevett v. Wel:'den !~

Two of the stat e 's abl est lawyers sprang to Weeden's
def ense - Henry M,HCh,l11t, former attorney general
and ex-dclcg.nc 10 th e Contmc ntnl Congress. and
Ccncml Iam cs M itchell Varnum , member of Congress
from Rhude Island . Th e trial wa s conducted , despite

au, lames M vnnum, TIl<' CI'C, Trc\"crt "',I:...io~r

lVuden IPw \,idc'IICC, 17S71 l'rol'IJerlCc GuZCHC

~ert ,\0 and o« 7 , 17H(,. "'cwrml .\ l a L"lIFY occi. 1786.
RICR 101 1'> ,2111 ·19 I\IGA Records lJ ~1~-17 , T he mus t
cun vcnrcnt .rud accessible compila tion of relevant
marcrml IS lohn LJ Lawson . ed. Am CTlCIlrl Sr<llc 'Fna ts
iSt lOUIS, 19Ih~(, 1, ~ ; ~ ll · ;'J9. !;l ut this collccnon
ronramc numerous IlI.1CCUr;lClCS

! .; The AUl:u'I penallaw .....hich Weeden wa~ accused of
violanng specified th ar <rural (UUtf\ rrvall cases ansmg
under II Th e ch ic! IUSlICC summoned a specral court to
11\ the C,lse It convened un Ser t. 10 !;lut "adiourned m'e T
m lo Supcnnr Cuurt sltt inli: 3t lt~ Sertemher term. The
case therel<>re. iUI rCOl .....nS not fully kno .....n. W;lS tn ed
hefore Superior Coun. In the words of Varnu m , mOSt
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Hen ry M<Jrd 1<l1l 1, wah Vl/nllll1l."r ran,l1,!O the defense
pt Wt'l.'dl'rl

II.IH' Lb'dll

provisions of the pe nal Jaw, a t a special "CUlOn of the
Superior Court ru ludicnrur c , Rh ode Island 's highest
tribunal,25 held in Newpo rt on Sep tembe r 22, 1786 with

Chief Justi ce M umford prcs ldmg. T he case was hi gh
lighted hy M r Varn um 's speech for the defe nse, a brief
wh ich the most thorough student of the dev elopment
of judicia l supremacy has called one "which in di cates
pe rhaps bet ter than ,my other document pri or to th e
feder al Conve nt ion, snmc of the ide as on which
reli ance was placed in accepting the principle of
judicial review or legislati ve cn ectmcn rs.">

At th e ou tse t Varn u m , a ma n of eloq ue nce and
im posing appear ance, pravcd th at th e Court would not

accurate source. " Mumford caused a Special Court to
he convened But ,IS the mformanon was gsven du ring the
[September] term of the [Superiorl Court , it was referred
mtu the term tur cnn srdcr.mon and final determination ,"
vamum . I- ~ MalH hrst nn.ms have tailed to grasp the
cxrsrcnc c and 'lj( nltiC,mCe o i thrs sub tle drsnncnon .
mcludmg the must rece n t schol.u ly accounts 
Poh shook "T revet t vs Weeden and the Case ot the
ludj(e' , 'i(J-"I, and Curran Trn'ell v Haden
h, Place m Our Hl'tor~' , . .!~ 1\0 prcvtnus historian,
H seems has consulted the cou rt record , narnelv Superior
Court u t Iudrcatu te ="'cwr0!t C c u n tv, Record F (177.!
179,~ \ [Seprernbee term 17!)61,180-8.!, Newport County
Court Hou se. Othce of the Clerk ot Superior Court

take cognizance nt Trevett'< compl.nm bec ause of th ree
rn.nor ob.ccucu-, III rhc JU under which the ch..rrge was
bruu~htn F l r~ t , dctcnw \:tlllnsel contended that the

AUll:u~t au unde r which wccdcn stood accused had
expired ten days alter the ri~in~ of the A~~embly

Pauhv dransmanvhip ni the penal st.uute by the lcgisla
ture ~a\-e this technica l allcganon much mer i l-:~

Varnum ho wever informed the judges, " we do not
place our pnncipal reliance upon this objection ." He
then embarked upon a more formidable avenue of
attack. namely that hy the vmrute " specia l rnals arc
instituted, incont rollable by the Supreme ludic iury
Court 01 the State." This w a' d gross violation of the
long-srandmg pnneiple that " the highest COUTt ot law
hath power to reverse erroneous iudgmems given
by inrcnor COUrts and the duty to command, prohibit .
and resrram all interior jurisdictions, whenever they
attempt to exceed their authority ur refuse to exercise it
for the public ,1;0011 "29

The final aspect 01 the penal act to be attacked by
Varnum wa~ its failure 10 provide accused wi th iury
mal Hb argument s on this pomt were most effect ive,
He made several allusions 10 the chaner of Charles II,
sul l thc stare's basic la ....'. and listed two principal
ca uses of co lonial drscomenr un the en' 01 the
Revol u uon in the procevs 01 developing hie position ,

"T ria l by rurv," acscncd Varnum , " was ever
esteemed a first , a tundnmcmal, and a most cs-cnua l
pnncr ple III rhc Engli sh constitution " This " sac red
right " was transfe rred frum England tn Ame rica by
numerous royal gra nts, in cl udin g Rhode Island's
charte r of I (,(',3. The chuner provision giving co lon ists
the ri,l;ht lo "have an d cntov all Iibernes and immuni 
ties of irl,:e an d natu ral subjects" 01 England wa s then
ci te d in prunf III th i~ contcn tiun. The-e priv ilege s an d
im m uni t ies were ,lhrid /:l'd by the Sm rn p Act lev y and
by England ' , u-,c of .uhmruhy jurbdiction , ln tact ,
attempts of PMliaml'llt to de prive colo nis ts of trial by
iurv " we re among the pri n cipal ca uses that united th e

Y, Haines 10" , Bcmarmn Bourne , who later became
Rhude Island's fir,t U S Represemanve. also invoked
the doctrmc of lud IC i,11 IC\'ll'W III ]7kl> In a farcical case
(a rLSlO jt out nt the paper money dispurel which was
never adnnhcared See the cursorv allusion to Bourne 's
rule hy crvrc leader John Huwland 10 his Lde and
Rccu lJeo::l lfl", edited by Edwrn 1\.1 , Stone Ir w vidcnce,
1""7 1. 101~

.!7 RICR 10220 RIG,"" Records 1.1.116.
2" Varnum, :;-7,
29 Varnum , 7-9.

-
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colon ies in a defensive wa r," contended the learned
Revolutionary gcneral.v

Now, that long-cherished right of trial by jury was
being den ied by the Rhode Island General Assembly ,
claimed Varnum . This was a clear usurpation, for the
charier prohibited the legislature from making laws
" contr ary and repugnant " 10 the general system of laws
which governed the realm of England at the time of the
grant. The Revolunon . said he, had made " n o change"
in this limitation of lcgrslanve power. Trial by iury,
he contended, " is . fundamental fight , a part of our
legal consrinmcn ." and one with whi ch the Assembly
cannot tamper

Then, after references to Coke and other legal
authonties, Varnum espoused the doctrine of judicial
review in hi s learned and for ceful summation:

We have anettuned 10show, tha i the act, upon which
th e info rmation IS founded,has expired: That by the act
special jurisdictions are erec ted, inconltolll1ble by rhe
Supr eme Iudicsatv Co urt of the Stale: And tbat . by the
act . this court is not aurhcnzed or empowered to

impannd a jury to Ify the facts contained in the
informa tion: That the Ilial by jury is a iundamema l,
a cons tlt utional right - ewr claimed as such - ever
rati fied a~ such - ever held most dear end sl1Cled :
Th at th e Le.l':i.dature dellvcs all its l1uthority from the
cu nsrrt unon - ha~ no power of making laws but in
subordination to It - can nOI infringe o r violate it :
That therefore the act is uncon .Hltutional and void.
ThaI th h COUll ha~ power 10 iudge and determine what
acts of the Gen eral AHemb/y are agreeable to the
consu runon , and. on the cont rary. that this Court is
under the most solem n ohliF.t1tion~ to execu te the laws
o f the land , and therefore ccn not. will nor. cons ider
this act a, a law of the lan d.31

Con trary to generally accepted bel ief, th e Rhode
Islan d Superio r COUrt di d not, on the basis of Varnum's

30 Varnum 's cc m enuon that English deprivation in certa in
inslances of nial by tury for American colonials was a
"principal" cause of the Revolution has been examined
by David 5 Lovejoy. "Equal RighlS Imply Equality :
The Case a/ii:alnSI Admiralty lunsdrcnon In America ,
1764-1766 ," W i/l w m and Mary QUllmrly 16 1Ckt_ 19591.
H9·~ ,

Sir EclwmJ CUk".l:'lIl1IU'n! 1C:?,<11 aUI/w rl ly quoted by Varnum.

f.n,'~"n, r",,,, Gene... 01 the U"".d St~le', .d,,~d by Aln<>nd., lIro"-lI
,8c>IIfU".I~'

appeal, declare the penal s ta tute unconvumuonal and
void It did, however, accede 10 hi s plea by denying
junsdicunn ove r Trevett 's complaint, for the Court
unanimously decided " th ai the sa id complaint docs not
come under th e cogn izance of rhc Justices here presen t.
and ... i t is hereby dismissed " 31 Presumably
cognizance was denied because the ju stices heard th e
case in specia l session of the regular te rm an d not as a
special co u rt as directed by the force act.

In the commotion which followed the tr ial, kn owl
edge of the specific decision was somehow distort ed,
for the infu riated Assembl y in speci al session issued a
su mmons requi ring im me dia te attendance of th e
judges to render thei r rea son s for adjudging " an act of

3 1 Varnum , lQ.36, especially 35.

32 RICR 10215. RIGA Records 13:316.
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the su preme legisla ture o f th is sta te to be un constitu
tional, and so absolu tely vcid.vv T hi s may ha ve been
th e jus tic es ' persona l view, bu t it w as not th eir formal
decis ion

(U nquestionably the Asse m bly's m isstatement is th e
so urce 01 the erro neous noncn enter ta ined by numerous
histori ans wh ich th is essay seeks to co rrec t.]

In early October, at tc r a tw o-w eck del ay, J udges
David Howell , Joseph H a:a rd , and Thomas T ill inghast
appea red to de tvnd their course 01 acnon. Chief Just ice
Paul M um to rd and Associate Justice Gilbe rt Devol
w ere conver ncndv ill.

Both Tllhngha.,t and Ha: a rd , the la tter a pa per
money supporter, stoutly defended th e iudgmenr they
had rendered Ho well drd hkew rsc in a speech much
lengthier and mo re lully preserved. He asse rted that the
justices ....-crc accountable unly to God and th ei r ow n
consciences to r their deCISIOn. It ....-as beyond the

po wcr of the General Assembly 10 judge the propriety of
the COUrt'S ruh ng. the angry Ho w ell co ntinued. for by
such an act " the Lcgtslatur e wo uld become th e supre me
judicia ry - a perversion 01 po w er totally subve rsi ve
of crvil Iibcrtv " Huwe11then contended lor an
in dependent judid.H}' so that judges would n ot be
answerable lor rhcu opinion u nless cha rged with
criminality . In ..upport of hi .. posi t ion he made
im pressive cnauon-, fru m M ontesqu icu . Blackstone,
Serjea n t w tlham Hawkins , an d Bacon

Sho wi ng little remor se or cont ri tion for his act,
Howell bold ly informed the lawmak ers that the legis
la tur e had assumed a tac t, in the ir su mmons to th e
judges, wh ich wa\ not iusuficd or wa rranted by th e
records The plea of Weed en , he poi n ted out, mentions
the act of the Gene ral Assembly ns unconstitu t io na l,
an d so void, but judgm ent of the Cou rt s im ply is th at
th e informat ion is not cog nizable before them. H ence
it appears, ch ided Howell , that th e plea has been

,l. \ R/CR JO 115. Since Varnum prayed that the court refuse
cogruzance of TI(n' II's compl ain t for th ree reasons
one oi whrch was the alleged unconsmunonahry of tha t
po ruon 01 the I'I:n31 act dl:n)"In.l: accuse d trial by lury
and th,,· IUlh~e~ m dl<.d;l imin.l: cozmcance did accede to
Yarnurn's reques t. it could he tenuously maintained that
the court h\· unphcanon regarded the statu te
uncorrstrruuonal RICR 10 llD Howeve r. the cou rt was
not SHlin.l: as a special mbun..l ..ccording to the

ChICI IUHH:e o f the ~IJl'nio r Cou rt. Paul Mu mford.

mistaken for the judgment, H is per sonal opinion

howev er wa s th a t the act was in deed unconstituti onal,
had nut the te rce o f law , an d cou ld not be execut ed ..J-.l

T he response ul the judges, especia lly that of Howell,
did li ttl e to ende ar them to the Gene ral Assem bly,
T hus the !l'gisl,ltu rc decl a red its di ssatls facnon wit h
the judges' retorts an d a mntinn was ma de to dism iss

them fro m offi ce , Be fore t he vote on th is imprude nt
sugges t ion \,' ,\ S taken . a memo rial signed by the th ree
judges wa s introdu ced and read Th ey ha d anticipate d

ptuvivro nv of the 'In and th is, assu redl y, was the ground
un wh ich it refused cogruaa nce Pohsbook ["Treven 'I S ,

w ecden." 6.\1 is onlv the most recent 01 ma ny historia ns
who have erroneously asserted tha t the coun made a
specific declarauon 01 unccnsruuuo naluv Th e or tgrnal
COUIt record clearly sho ws that the acnon was dismissed

.~ Varnu m. ,U ·-l \. summanzes the arguments of the judges
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the plan to remove them and they demande d as
freemen and orhcers of th e slate the righ t oi due
process - "a hearing by counsel before some proper
and legal tribunal, and an opportunity to answ er to
certain and specific charges before any sentence or
judgment be passed, injurious to any of their aforesaid
rights and privileges" After the memorial, Genera l
Varnum addressed the House In defense of the Cou rt .

This determined show of res istance caused th e
Assembly 10 waver. A motion was passed di recting thai
the opinion of the att o rn ey gene ral and other lea rned
lawyers be obtained on th e questi on o f "whether
constitutionally, and agreeably by law, th e General
Assembly could sus pe nd, 0 1 remove from offi ce the

lud gcs of the Supreme ludi crarv COUrt, without a
pr evious charge and stateme nt of c rim inali ty, due
process, tr ial , and conviction thereon."

Atto rney General W ill iam Chann ing [father of th e
famed Un ita rian mi nis ter) and others co ns u lted
ans w cred in the negative. Thus it was reso lved by a
large ma jorit y of the leg islature that " as the judges of
said superior COUrt . etc.. ate not charged with
criminality in giving judgment upon th e in formation ,
lohn Trewlf agai nst John w eeden . they are therefore
discharged from any fu rther attendance upon th is
Assembly on tha t account ." and arc allowed to resu m e
their func tions.J S

The forcing statute which sparked the dispute wa s
repealed in Deccmber.w but the Assembly gai ned some
measu re o f sa tisfaction from the independent·min ded

,l~ RIGA Records l L1I 7. RICR 10:220 Varnum, 44·53,
con tains a summary of the As ~e l1l hh· proceedings which
followed tcs timonv of the judges,

.'0 RIGA Records 13:.Q5, R!CR IO:lJ(HI , 141, The June
forcing act was also repealed at thrs nme, hut the May
emission act .....as amended to allow debtors to lodge
money wnh any iusnce uf any of the courts of common
pleas The ~1:ty act had specified tha t the debtor lodge
mone y m the count y .....herein he revrdcd RICR 10:226.
In addition the December sesvron passed a sta tu te
providmg [hal most personal acnons for deb t payment
had to be commenced hv crednors withm t.....o years
aher the debt .....as mad e or else the debt as not
recoverable A forcing act oi !>(>1IS. this drc such slill
cnucrsm that it was repealed 10 the March J7RR sesston.
RIGA Records I3 ..W --1';, -l66, -1H·7-1

J 7 RICR 10241-$1.
JII On the general course of Rhode Island judicial history

irom Tre vetr \-. W/'cd/'n to Taylor v Pide/, see the
10110wlOl:.. Snness, 107-119, C. Peter Ma~rath , "Samuel
Ames : The Crear Chief Justice 01 Rhode Island,"
Rhode Idand History H (July 196<; ). 65·76. Peter I.
Coleman, Transformation of Rhode tstond. 1790-1860

Cou rt when it decl ined to re-ele c t Ho w e1L Hazard,
T ill ingh ast , and Devol upon the expiration oi the ir
ter ms in ~\ay 17t<,7. Chiel Justice .\1 u m to rJ . .... ho ha d
failed 10 tesury either because of illness or discretion,
was surprisingly retained . Congressional delegate
Varnum and Attorney General Channing w ere also
ousted because ot the ir defiant stand . ...he reas Henry
Good w in , sta te 's counsel in the proceedings, was
elevated by the Coun try Pa rty to the posmon vacated
by Channing.J1

As the foregoing ana lys is reveals, the decisio n of the
Rhode Island Superio r Court in Tr evell v. Weeden was
not an authentic or technical prece de n t in th e develop
ment of judicial review. Nor did th e ac tio n of the Court
pr even t impleme n ta tio n of th e p.rpcr m oney pr ogram .
Furthe r, the effect of th e ca se up on Rh od e Island's
long-runge jud icial dev elop m en t was sligh t , T revett v.
Weeden wa s a cause celeb re wh ich pro duce d great
temporary excitement but made lin k permane n t
impa ct upon the operations of Rhode: Island's govern
m enta l system. Alter 1786 th e legislature continued to

exert as m uch co ntr ol over the state's COUTtS as before .
ludgcs continued to he elected annually by the
domm.mr parry -c-despne pe riodic pro teus of reformers
- until es tablishment of a written State constitution in
l'l-H The Assembly continued to entertain petitions
from individuals adversely affected by legal decisions
and oucn honored such pennons by overturning the
iudcrnenr of the supreme cou rt in cases of insolvency
and hv au rhorizmg new tria ls in civil suiIS . These

[I'rovidencc, 19631, 15 1·55, 111'; . Patrick T. Con ley,
"Rhode Island Constitut iona l Development. 1636· 18<11 .
Prologue to the Dorr Rebellion" [unpublished doctoral
disserrariun, University of :sJotre Dame , 1970). pa.\.\Jnt .

,W Edward S. Corwin lists TTCI'ftl v. W eeden among the
"alleged precedents for judicial review an tcda tmg the
Convention of 17117" Corwin . although awa re that the
Court did not declare the r enal act unconstitutional.
makes the Interes ting pomt that the statute was "sel f
conlT:ld ictorr and impowiblc 10 be performed. since It
required tha t thos e violating it he tried wllh ou! a jury
hut III accnrdlmce WIth the 'Law of the Land ' " Doctrine
0 ' lud JC lal Revrew. 71·74 On the si~nLfieance of
Varnum's argument in the development of judicial
review Corwin makes the observation:

"Of the so-called 'precedents' fnr judicial review
antecedent to the Convention 011787. the one w hich

called ionh the most elahora re atgumcnt on theoretical
grounds and which produced the most evide nt impres
sron upon the membership of the convention, was the
Rhode Islan d case of Trel'etl v. Weeden . The feature
of the case which IS of imrnedrate penmcnce is the
argument which it evoked against the act on the pan of
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~ Tum, 1785.
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The Cafe of the J odges of r. id Couer.
1l"1, ,,( tht H~n . GEN~R "L A SC;EM.

II L Y, If P,.....,J""'. D:loA., Stili"" , 1; 85. <fa
(; i ;ui J~ . r.., <l,(md!in. f~id (;o n';!<l" t.

W h" ' e;n III. Rl,ha <>, Iht r.opl. I" ;",J J, 7"7'
~l . " ' . JI"td . ad ", .. ",.,nt.! , ..d In. I.'C,llt 
riot . J" .l,t ,.., t nd E.,nll .t i'.. .. t .. <>l c;..,......
f"<al uur" ""d .",t d.'nt<l

B)' J A MES M. V" ,"". Er~;
M.j _' t; . nt "l lOf Ih: <.... 01 ~ 1 ..J. · l ·"''''' L"o ,

c:.; ,, ~ , . f. 11 , " r . .... t nd :,l, mbu "I "' "t,S":'
I ~, ,.,,1Sl. l t.

T h l IldverIJ<.'/IIt'nt m lhe Providence Cacene W<H tollow~d

/'Y <111111111 om' rn IIJe I'h l /(I<fd ph lll PIC< dlllln~ Apntand
;\ ldY 1787 wltc11 ,fde;:<llt'< IH'''' enta mg tlt"l CIf}' ;01 the
COfl .~r lmlJ(!fI <l 1 C{'11Vt' f1!lOfl.

practices were not terminated unlitl8S6 when the

state supreme court fina lly asserted its independence of

the Asse mbly in the la ndmark case o f Taylor v. Place.
Until the Taylur decision - scventy years afte r

Trevett - no state court dared challenge th e Assembly ;

no Rhode Island justice gave off icial endorsement to

the doctrine of judicial rcview .v
The real significance of the Trevett v. Weeden

episode lies not in the formal action of the Court
{wh ich ducked the Issue) bUI III the utterances of

defense co unsclIarncs M nch cll Varn um and, to a

much lesser degree , in the personal observ a tions of

Just ice David Howell Gene ral Varn um's state men t of

the doctrine of judiel.!1 revie w was one of the most

forceful and extensive arguments on that subject
developed during this tormanvc period ,J9 Assuredly h is

position was known to the framers of the federal

consnturiorr 'v and to such state supporters of that
document as lames Iredell and lohn Ma rshall. Varnum

furnished his cu n rcmporarics an d pos te rity wi th a full
statem ent of hi s views by publishing th em in pamph let

fo rm together wi th an account of the tr ia ls o f both

Weeden and the judges. Varnum 's work W;lS widely

disseminated and even adveni-cd fo r sale in the
Philadelphia prevs during Apnl and .\1a~' 1787 as the

delegates were entering th a i city 10 participate in
the Grand Convention." To th is eloquent attorney

and harbinger of judicial review our courts and
our legal his torians owe a duty of deferen ce
and ac knowledgment."

the attorney 101 the defendant, lames Varnu m " Varnum
developed "the theory of a law supe rior to legisla tive
enar rments." Hi, argument. in the tradi tion of Coke and
Locke. "kept ahve. even after the fires of revolu tion had
couled . the notion tha t the claim of law to obedience
co ns ts tvm its intrinsic excellence rather than its or igin .
A,l:aLO . It made rational the nunun oi a hierarchy of laws
In ....hrch the will oi merely human legis lators might on
OCCJ\ lOn be required 10 assume a subordinate place
Last h ' , bv the carne token , It mad e rational the nonon of
iud..:es pining knowledge a~mSI sheer legrslanve self
asscrnon" (" Progress 01 Consntuucnal Theory," 523).

A guod general discussion III the his tonography of
ju dicra l rcvr cw l' AI:!n F Westin. "Charles Beard and
the Americ an Deba te over [udrcial Review. 1790-1961 ,"
which is the introduction 10 Westin 's edmon of Charles
A Beard. The Supreme Court end the Cons rmmon
lE.n /{le....ood Clilh,:"'1-. 19621. 1·34

.to Raoul Berger, Cong res.< v Supreme Cour! ICambrid,l:e,
....bss . 1%91, J9· .tO. -1 5-16, clarms that several state cases
bet ....e.,n 177/H 7M7 [m clu dm g Trevett v. Weeden } "were
thnu,l;hl to exemphtv rudic tal review" by the Founding
Fath ... rs and III this "ranonahsuc" sense tht'se were
"precedents" III the developmen t ui that dourine.

.1 1 Pm nWIVanld I''' c'kel Whila .) Arfl115, May 2. 9. 16. 2J,
17K7 See also Varnum to Ceorge Washi noon . lune 18,
17H7 m Max Farrand , cd.• Record.~ of the Federal
Cllm·t'rJll{!f1 o f 17M7. rev ed 'New Haven. 19371.3-11·48 ,
and [ames :\1aJlwn 's remarks on the Rhode Island
iud lcia ry on lull' 17, 1787 dunng a debate on "judicial
negative" o t sta le laws. r/' Id .. 27·18,

41 Shortlv after the Assembly rermma ted his membe rsh ip
in the Confeder.mon Congress, Varnu m. a directo r 01
the newly formed Ohio Com pany, WJ S appointed
United Stares jud,.;e for the North wes t Terntorv. He
assumed his dut ies at Mariet ta. Ohio in Iune 1788 and
gave Important assistance in framing a code of territorial
la.... s Although of po....erful burld and a physical
cui tunst , he failed In health in the frontier environment
and did not survive the first Winter, On lanuary 10. 1789
Varnum's death at the age 01 forty cut short h is h igh ly
promismg caree r. See lames M. Varnu m. A Ske tch of
lhe lste lind PublIC Srrvlces ol/ame, MIlchI'll Varn um
o f Rhode I.I/alld ... [Bosto n, 19061.JI ..H .
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TO IILIl'. Till bn T I I " .,I. •.... . .

1l1 'IZ CILLZIIC'I'

JOli N CuLL IN SI Et"q;,
G o, ..

TII. - H O W O L.

DA NI BL O W E N, El"q,
O •• • , .. . G O .. I"'. O I .

I. 'OH~ ". tTr!-I!WSO~. £loI, AIIi'tn<:
I . JO~E l"tt STA~ TO :'\l, j_. E'q. A....a.-..
J . JOH ~ WILUAMS. EIq. Aril...
.... ICICH"RO n " R. l.2. , Eoq, AU-.
5- J "'oI ES ARNOLD. II,,!, II':' ' '""
6. "'IU.IA~ H ",M:lolO ,<; D. E'li A!Ltnt:
, GIDEOS CLAR rE. E't. AI!!a...
t , T rl O"' IIS G. H .\ T- A. D, Etc; ; AJ5.l.oo:"; '

" JO H N COOl'£. a''1' AIU_.
10 OU VEI( OtlICFE .l>,liJq, A..l uc,

t lE NMT WIlRO, E'I's.c",uy.
W ILU A)C CH tNSI!' G, E"I. ,,~...:
J OSEI'll CLAk~ t. 'I . Go_DoT..~",...

DrUr~. "...,...".,d . !I .u ;.~

!toco... ' AM£; M. 'J A!l !' U"". t.tq, It .
N"'T H AN Ml1.U..R,!::fq, .d
G I'O ItGE CHA MI Ll:-! , E"I> i ' .
e.c.ec ,o\k:I01.o. ~ 4 ',,"

Thrs J,' Ill. WIIlIlHl.l: 1'''':>; (II ticker 0/ th e sprin!o: 1786
d~d)( II' ",111<,11 j,rnll~ht rp power the /!trJ-pdpcr "Country"
!JI "LmdlJ"ld..n " l',mr 'Illd acllle"'t.'d th e rem porary eclipse
u' maC<lUlIIt· (WIt"'/ Cnlll rII>U !Jn,l( 10 !Ill: paper perry's
,11(,(. ,'" wvrc _'11(.11 "'lIllm,'m, ,I' lllo,~ oppmi re. penned by an
"lltIIlN</,tlc pllrentl: Oil the /" lck of <l Count ry Party ptox .

Df~IPlfd "r \1,,/co/m Gll'af /)c<I;.:.na, Inc.
Tvpr q·t Ill' T\·p, 'flllll\: ~,t\ (. . Co
Pnrncd h\· F, 1,-"1lI I LJfho.~I,lr11 Cn

on rite pro scdsng of y" 19 da y

0' Aptll 1766

The 19 day of Aprll a" til,,}" 'a)"
[ reedcm» ~un~ B"gall !Ile way
The da y we ever ulherH' w/tl} admuauon
Re.'>cmblmg <llm(J\1 a 1l" \I"C C rcanon
01 Numerou~ Gcmlc j\!cn to l HCW ' n!

the to tal we ... t U/ _ estates that: H a/mo\r spe n t

By Spendttmits who hctfu/orc 111.1""'1' Ruled rhe Ros t
and of neeoom much they made thelt boas t.
But now olas the do IJppear.-.
Lrke Breathlc~ ... Couw tha t none do lear
Now we see them induitruu,ly mclined
!O those Occupanons tit By ~\'ature designed
W hlle freedom ... ~om are lnduslrou.s/y englJged
Ihe Im pending dCi/tuctivn to eswcge
to MlJke and c\t<lbllsh new 0' RlghtlOUS Laws
to preserve lhe lllure~ t of those who bled in

iredom-; cause
th at thoM! lngro ,e \~t l1ug/ll no t from their

Intere't Tore
IJS th e hcrmiess Lam is trom the "heel' Torn by th e

Ra vin ous Bare
Iheoriginal vi tho.,e Gentlemell (IS iam e does Tell
Like Lucife r from T heir Heaven they 'ell
alt ho a n ume rous hos t th ey did proswade
the Rili:h tiOlI '" Law (If Liberty to mvode
Now they arc f()f~aken By rhe nu-n on whom they did

depend
them ill tll eir mo,t Crud Aet ,...tP- for too De fen d
But nru dll of ,110>" who office did sU5tai n
did mP'o elldclll'ou r ,11 0 , <' C ruel de ts lo r too Alain rain

tll m e Ne ver IJll,dn ro be inrn /ed with the Rest
But by frcdlJ/lll son, ever ou,'sh t for to Be bles t.
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