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Paintings a t John Brown House

Through Art we gam hl lther glllnp.'>c,<; oj Naturc
Thomas Cole.

Thomas Jefferson in "Hints to Americans Travelling
in Europe, 17RX" expressed w hat was probably the
prevailing sentiment of m ost pragmatic Americans in

the years immediately succeeding the War for
Independence in abbrcvrared remarks on painting
and sta tuary -

Paintin g..Hatuary. Too expensive for th e sta te of
wealth umong U ~ _ 11 would be usetess therefore and
preposterou s ;or us to endeavor to make ourselves
ccnncuseurs In tho\e e ns. Th ey are worth seeing.
bur nor .Hudying. 1

From a man of such obvious intellectual eclec ticism .
jeflerson's ncgauve remarks may come as a surprise.

Nonerhele.." that such an att itude prevailed seems
indrspurable .

Many oi America's leadtnx artist s oi the eighteenth
century consistently belittled the American co nnois
seur and his bck of patronage to the arts, In the 1760s
fohn Singleton Copley blamed his lack of development
on the "disadvantages" of hl'ing a painter in the
colonies, Cha rles W illson Peale rem ar ked to the

expatri ated American artist Ben jamin West in Londo n
th at "the Sta te of the a rts in Ame rica is not very
favo rab le at present." z Like so many of hi s peer s,

Peal e found it difficult to support a fam ily on incom e
derived solely trorn po rt rait co mmissions and was
forced [(J dive rsity his ac ti vities. The situ atio n wa s n o
better over fifty years la ter when T homas Cole
(I8Ul- ltl4tl j lamented -

I am not the rainrer I ,~llOu ld Iwve been had there
been a hixher r<l .,re. Imlcad of workin!': ac cor ding 10 the
dictares of fa lin}: and im axi na tioll, / have painted to

plea.,e Olller, in order to exi, r 1
Insntunona l Ind iffe rence to the fine urrs was not

uncommon Perhaps the must notorious of all slighb

·B ,A. Y,Jl l"UOI H"rSII' . .\1 A wuncnhur Pw/:ram LO Early
Am c nc an Culture Funk II Goods-car, Ir has se rved as
cura tor ul r alnlin/:s at the Rh od e Island Historical SOCIety,
1969-191 1, and cu etcnrlv IScurator ni luhn Brown House.

1 "apr" "I Thl>lll'h '''''''''''" [L!69

by Frank H. Guodyw r, /r,"

was encou ntered by th e nmeteenrh-ccntury an critic
and coll ector lames lackson Iarvcs who lor over ten
years attempted without succ ess to sell to an American

museum - at a price cons iderably below his cost - his
own collccnon oi early Italian paintings assembled
during year s abroad. In 18591;nves approached Charles

Eliot Norton w irh hope that the Boston Athenaeum
wou ld buy th e co llect ion, but the Athenaeum was
unable ro sohcn funds necessary for purchase. Five
years larer with sti ll no buyers larves offe red thc

collect ion 10 th e Ne....'· York H istorical Society. Again he
met w uh no success The Society Solw no reason why it
should acquire a collection of pictu res that had aroused
so lmlc Interes t among the public whi le on vie ..... in
Ne..... Ynrk Finally in 1871 the entire co llec tion of 119

Ital ian paimings w as so ld to Yale College tor S22,(XX).
Today th e larves Collccncn is one of the prized
posse ssion s of Yale University An Callery .

Like other art academics, a the nae ums and his to rical

associations organized in the n ine teenth century , the
Rhode Island Historica l Society was founded by a small

group of cinzcns concerned about genera l public apathy
and subsequent disregard for tangible materi als of
history. ln its constuuucn of 1822, the Society's
raison d'eue was so defi ned :

to procu re and preserve whatever relates to the
topography, lInti'1uitic$, lind civil, religious, literary an d
rla lutlll hislOry of the Stare of Rhode Island ,

To accom plish th ese ends it s activ ities were tu
incl udc col lec tion and preservation of a library of books,
pa m ph lets, m ap s, manuscripts, prints, pa pe rs, and

painrinXs "relati ng m the his to ry of Rh ode Island , .."
It was also to maintain a museum,

W h ile ItS founders recognized value in collecting
painnngs and museum objects, the Society nonetheless
was prima rily conceived of as an in st itution ro

encourage and promote the st udy of h istory. That a
collection of paintin,.;.. and museum " rclics" - lndian

J Charles Coleman Scllcrv. Chtlr/(', WJI/ \(l/I Pf'a/e
(:"'c ... Yu rk I%<)I! H

; F1ail'ara "' ,,\'ak AmalcQn I'tllrHlTlg v I rll" ~Jn"reenlh

(',mur,' R<:<lII\III. /d'·dIJ'm and th., Amarctln
hp"Tlwcr l:'\:cw York , I96'JJ M.
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artifacts, small household implements, and personal

ephemera- was inctderual is bo rne out in the Soc iety 's
records of accessions. lectu res, publications, and
co rresponde nce.

As the Society advanced In to the IS70s , its foun ders'
broad defin ition of institut ion al goal s and activities
reali zed grea ter actuality. It would be w rung however to

conclude that an eq ua l ble nd of act ivity existed; rather
there ex isted a greater d ive rsity. For exa mple, toward
the end of Edwin Stone's term as cabinet keeper 11851
1~80 I , he was able 10 pomt wi th satisfaction 10 a faitly
large collecnnn of "likenessses of Rhode Islanders and

Rhode Island events" as well as to indicate a degree of
aesth etic appreciat ion in noting th at " the pictures .
have been rc-hung with some regard to orde r and 10

fitness."! It is also recorded during this pe riod that the
portrait of Reveren d John Ca llender, painted by Robert
Peke in 1 7~ .'i an d a giit from Henry Bull of Newport in

1 8-l~ , was d utifu lly restored by Mr. D. Chase for S25JX)!
W ith the appointmen t in 1880 of AmD$ Per ry as

Stone's successor, the Sociew acquired the services of

a man wh ose appreciation fo r tangible materia ls of
history - especially pamti ngs - was far greater th an
that of any of hi s predecessors. Perry fully recognized

the val u e of museu m collections to the study of hi sto ry .
In 1.'193 he remarked th at hi storical material s

help the library, ~uprlcl11cnr it. iilusua u: its con ten ts
and often convey more vivid ideas on any give n subicet

than could be obtained lrom any umcun t of written
or primed material»
He hesuanrlv conceded that " l ife-like portraits . . .
may serve the cause of his tory better th an elaborate
essays.''!>

As " han dm aidens of hi sto ry ," museum co llectio ns
were given fulle r a ttention d uring Perry's regime.
Beside s an addi tion in 1891 of a central portrait gallery

to th e Society's Waterman Stree t headquarters where
the pain tin g co llec tio n was on permanent view, the
first pu bli shed cat alog ue of po rt ra its and landscapes in

th e collection was issued in 1895. And, for the first

4 Proc:eedmx> Rhode h land HI,wrlcal Society , 1880-81, 30 .
5 Proaedmy"s RlHS. 1892-93,65.

6 IbId.

t ime, interspe rsed in Society publications were art icles
on an hisruncal subjects, notably George C. M ason's
work on Gi lhert Stuart and Professor Carey Poland's

pion eer research on Robert Feke - first delivered as a
lecture before Society membe rs.

Even though Per ry recognized the value of museum
collect ions, ohiects like paintings were not int erpret ed
or collected as all obj ec ts. It was not that Perry or his
ci rcle lac ked the " h igher tas te " alluded to ea rlier by

Thomas Cole, but ra ther that pn m arv emphasis was on
study oi hi story. Perry expressed such a sentiment
when he remarked th ai whereas in ", an Art Club or
a School of Design, the olrti~t and his wo rk might well

ta ke the first pl acc .:" in an his torical society the
pro mi nen ce of the surer or event as it rela tes to Rhode
Island hi sto ry was of paramou nt im po rta nce. Suc h J

rati ona le has gui de d accession pol icy to the present and
expl ains the cha racter of the collection. As a result the
Society owns today likenesses of Rhod e Island m ili tary
heroes such as Willi am Barton , Oliver H aza rd Perry ,

and Am br ose Burnside ; of statesmen such as Samuel
Ward King, Elisha R. Potte r, Samuel Eddy , lob Durfee,
and lam es Fen ner , and a host of po rt rai ts of pro m inent
educators, in ven tors, an d di vines - Fran cis Wayland,

Hen ry Barnard , John Russell Bartlett, Wilkins U pdi ke ,
Z ac hariah Allen , and Bish op Thomas Cla rk.

While it migh t be expected th at this po licy would
produce in consequen tia l wnr ks, suc h is not the case.
The Society's co llec t ion today includes importan t
paintings o f exceptio nal q uali ty. The exp lanation for

this can hepartially att ributed to the fact that
Rhode Island has been blessed wi th her share of
ta lented art ists an d craftsmen. In the eighteenth
century Newport was the scat of a dyn asty 01cabinet
makers whose unsurpassed ski lls joined and carved

dark planks of mahogany into masterpieces of construe
tion and design , si lve rsm iths who hammer ed and
chase d silve r wi th the bold ass u rance of ma ster
craftsm en , and a rt is ts whose brush strokes ap tured
viv id likenesses of Rhod e Island's cit izen ry . Birthplace

7 PublrctHIOn, Rhode bland HI"wriedl Snclt' ty 3 :2
[lulv 1101951 76,

8 Amonl1: them Samuel Kmg, Gilbert Stunt. an d Edward
Greene Malbone.
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and home of several of these skilled artis ts , Ne wport
and envi rons we re frequentl y visited by outsiders
seeking luc rative port rait commissions among wealthy
resid en ts .

John Smibert - tr ai ned in th e baroque London
school 01 portraiture - visit ed Newport early in its
h istory . O ther artis ts tried their luck, leaving behind a
rich legacy of the ir wor k. Long Islan d-born Robert Peke
tempora rily settled there in 17-12, the yea r of his
marriage to Eleanor COZ4ensof Newport , and is kn own
to have rcvisued in 17-17. Joseph Blackburn ,an English
court painter , resided there c3.175-1-55. Cosmo
Alexand er, ramcus as the ea rly teacher of Gilbert
Stuart, was in Newport in the la te 1760s. Iohn T ru mbull
passed throu gh in the early 179(h on h is " head hunter"
ske tching tr ip h om South Caro lina to New Hampshire.
T he young Romantic Wash ington Allston attended
school in Newport before ente ring Harvard Co llege.

By the end 01 the eighteen th centu ry Ne wport,
ransacked by British troops du ring the war, was no
longer the ccut or power in Rhode Island . While the
picturesque wasrde cirv still retained its appeal fo r
am-as - a myri'ld of well known artists painted in
Newport ar one time or another d ur ing the ni ne tee nth
century: Ioh n Laf-argc. Willi am Morri s Hu nt , Martin
Joh nson H e 'ld ~· , Frederick Ken-cu. Wil ham T rost
Richa rds, Samuel Colma n, Worth ington Whittredgc ,
R Swain Gitiord, Daniel H untington an d Hom er D.
Martin - Providen ce arramed the posi tion of leader
ship in the state.

As a rhnvmg mercantile and industrial city wh ose
leaders built elegant mansions furnished In the latest
styles, Provid ence became a stop on the itinerary of
numerous art ists in sea rch of new com miss ions.
Whereas in th e ei,i;htccnth cen tury the re arc but few
documented visirs to Providence by train ed art ists
an d nn disungu ishcd artis t ma de Providence a pcrmu
nent home - in rhe nineteenth centu ry suc h men as
Thomas Su lly, B ;h S Otis, Hen ry C heever Pratt , Cephas
Giova n ni T hompso n, George P. A. Heal y, and Martin

johnson Hcade sought and rece ived commissions he re.
At the same time local inhabi tants supported a native
school oi ponrauurc centered around such relanvelv
unknown atusts as 'ames Sullivan Lincoln , Thoma s
Young, Sanford M ason and Cornelius T . Hinckley .

The earli est Am erican painting in th e co llec tion is
the portrai t (If AllSli, Updike. daugh ter of Richard and
Ma ry Jenkins of Bristol. It has been tentat ively anrib
u red to the Acratis Sue lim ner of Albany, New York
and was probably painted ca. 1722, the year Anstis
Jenkins married Daniel Updike of Newport and North
Kingstown , when the lim ncr is known to have visi ted
Ne wport on a trip which took him as iar south as
jam estown . Virgin ia. The pain ting descended in the
Upd ike family to Mr. and M rs. Hard ing Up di ke G reene
who hav e recentl y given it to the Society. According to
th c Iarmly genealogy th is pictu re was one of two
belon ging to Wilkins Up d ike G reene and his hro the r
Frank Greene . T he pen da nt po rtrait is now missing.

Even ts su rrounding the lives of ea rly eighteenth
century upper' Hudson patroon painters, especially the
Aetatis Sue lim ncr, are slow ly unfolding through the
d iligent research of Mary Black, and a significant
co rpus of the ir oeuvre has been identified and
att rib uted 10 specific Iirnn ers working mostl y in the
Albany-Kingston area. In th e case of th e A(·!at is Sue
limner , document ati on on h is tr ip to New port and to
jam estown. Virg inia is scarce and th e number of
paintings th at su rvive h om th is br ief period in his life
are extremely (CW. With the discovery of the portrait of
Amti.~ lJpdik(' an important addition has been ma de to
th is artist 's oeuvre outside of Ne w York.

The Aetali\ Sue Iimne r is !>O called because oi his
habi t 01signing his pai n tings "EI'lS Succ" or
" AEta tl.\ Stlll" or some vari ation of the same, followed
by th e age of the sitt er wh en painte d. like the
Canse vonrr, w endell , or Van Epes limn ers li t t he upper
Hudson sch oo l, idc ntlficunon of h is gi ven name at
birth has not been made His associ ation is wit h a group
o f pictures that are dis nnct in sryle yet unmistakabl y
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Ansnc l/enkmlllJpdlke. bllll!' 01 Damel Updike 0/ .1I,'/,wp01 I
dnd NOllh Km;':'l!own ['dlnle,! ill Ncw[>mt, 1722, thl,' 1,1
rhl' l'<1rlJ,:"r AmnJl<llJ P<lWllOX 1lJ rhc SIKldy',1 ,'{ll/cellon,

connected with the Ncw York patroon painters, Since

they were scl t-rrnined musts, it is not surprising that
thcir work is characte rized by linear, hard modeling of
form s, awkward stances and anatomical distortions,
as well as interes t in sma ll decor a tive items often of
iconograph ica l sign ifica nce.

The first profession al art is t known to ha ve worked in
New por t amvcd seven yea rs ai le r th e departure of th e
Ae ta ti.\ Sue ltmner.John Smi hc n 1168H-1751) brought

alulhlcs oj a modestly skilled ;.trtist ton in advance of

anyt hing Iaslunnuhlc Newport had known, He must
have been well received {or numerous paintings dating
i rom thi s vi..it survive. Tw o of these , it ha s always been

presu me d. we re the l;u gl' pOl tl aib of loseph and Mary
w anton given 10 the Sncil'ty in IR9 1 hv Edward Perry
w ar ren In Lid, ..uch h no t rhc case. With publication
in 19(,\) of Smihen's NOICnfNlk Ihat lists 241 American
per iod pai nt ings don e betw een 1729·1 7-l.6 , and with the



dis covery 01 new facts , it CJ Il safely he concluded that
the portrait -, in qu estion arc 01 Afr. and Aln. Sam uel
Browne . lr ol Sah-m , M ;lssachusells, painted by
Smibert in 17J4

Th e mel hod s o j a resear cher arc sim ila r to those of a

dcrecuve In th e C:ISC ut the two portraits. rc-Idcnrifica
lion ot thc sl tll.'rs resulted hom a IOKical comhi nauon
of small dues none o j which alo ne provided eno ugh

evidence to prove any th in g concl usi ve The firsl clue
carne with pubhc anon oi Srrubcrr's NIIlCPook by the
.\1a<,sachuselts Hi storical SOCiety Osten<,ihly com amin g
a cnrnplete list of his pamung in Am er ica except for
lanuary-Apnl 1719, it nowhere record s an en try for the
wanton porrrans But II might heargued that these
were painted dunng four m onths in Ne w port tor which
th ere are no hl>t1ngs. However when it was discovered

that Joseph wamen mamed ,'.,t HV W inthrop in New
l ondon on AURUSt 11 ,1 729. and give n th e Iact that
Smibcn wa s in Boston by May 1729, it then became
evident - it one W.1 S w illinR 10 concede that these
were not prc- mJ rrlaKC porrraus - that the paintings
in que..nun wer e not dune during Srmberr's first winter
in Newport

A succeeding clue h elped in establishing who the

sitters were once rhe Wanton identity had been
challe nged II came in the form of an almost identical

cightccmh -cemury copy of the Society's female Smibcn
ponr.nr , owned by th e Museum of Fine Arts , Boston,

Havi ng descended in the Sarg\.'nt fami ly - the portrai t
is ennucd .\1 ,.~ , Ept' l Sarx.:nt - its provenance was
beyond suspicion. 1I0t how could two pai n tings - one

an original. the other a CtlPY-,Ito by differen t t itles?
It was discovered that M rs. Epcs Sargcm had ma rried
Epcs Sargent of Gloucester in 1 7~~ - two years after
th e death oi her first husband Samuel Rrown,)r. o f

Salem - and tha t she was none other than Katherine
Wint h rop, YOlln~er s ister of M ;lry W inth rop who had
married Joseph Warunn in I7llJ, Somewhere along th e

lin e the idcmitv 01 the sitters of the Socie ty's paintings
had l-ccnmc contused prubahlv JS a resu lt of the sister
rebti()n~h i p III ""\arv Wanmn and Katherine Browne.

Srmbcn', ,'I.,'ok!>ooj.; helped to confi rm rc-idcnnfica
tion In 17.\~ - the Bruwncs were married in J732
he rel:orJed .l 4 length ( ;)(lx 40~J po rtraits of "Samcwel l

IIroun Esqr ." and "Mrs. Hro....-n." These references are

In 174.1 Robnt Fck"I'<lIIlIC.I 01 \""'I t!w'/'ull /<Jl t o f th e
Rever ,'nd Iu/m Clllkllell' /. who /l<l<1 pcsinrmcd Feke'5
Illll lrJ<J~" , .. /t'/I11m v I" Ek"m" ('(J::t'n~ th ree vcars beiore,

unquesnonahlv to the portra rts in the Society 's
etlllenitln

Because 01 the in cumplcn- nature of the Society's
early ,1eeeSsU>I1 hooks It is im posSlhle now to determine

[he tirxt pai n ti 11K .rcqui red , One of the ca rI iest additions
was the h'IIHellKth J<cw",tlli Iotm C<1I1('ndrr pai nted
in 174'> by Rohert Peke lea J 707-<;2) and Kivell to t he
Society in IK~7 by Henry Bull 01 Newport. This is one
of t wo puumngs [the other 01 Reverend TllOmll,
Hiq'ox! commissioned in J74,'; by JIcnry Collies of

Ncwporr to which thc artis t si~ncd his name "Fe uk"
rather than the more usual "Peke." T he portrait of
C.lllellJcr - .1 scnsmvc renJeri nK of the man who in
J 7~1 h.ul pn lormt'd th e ,mi st 's marriage ceremony to

Eleanor Cozz e ns at the First Bapnvt Ch u rch in Newport
- i!o on e III on ly l' lghl known works done by Fcke in
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the period 1701H.5; by 1746 Feke had become a fu11

ti me painter altho ugh his art ist ic caree r did not exte nd
much beyond 1750-5 1 w hen he di sappeared from th e

colonies.
Ca lle nder, graduate of Harva rd Co llege in 1723 and

author of one of the first histories of Rhode Isla n d,
An Hi)torical Drsccurse on the Civil and Religious
Affaj1) o f the Colony of Rhode-Island It 739), is painted
in a half spandrel below which appears " R. Feak pinx

A. D. 1745." Depicted in a ra ther stark Geneva gow n
and white squa re fall in g band, th e cle rgy ma n is radiant
of face with features fin cly modeled and well co mposed,

A recent cleaning ha s exposed two compositional
ch anges originally made to th e pai ntin g by Peke, on e in
rhe lin e of the smer's righ t shoulder, rhc othe r in the

line of hi s upper le ft arm.
The Society also owns the so-called Lare Sdf-

Pcmraii o f Robert Feke and that of his wife Eleanor
Cozzens Fek e painted in Newport ca.175O. left unfin
ished by the artist for reasons u nknown, the paintings

were completed in th e late ni ne tee nth century by Pro vi
dence portraitist Jam es Sull iva n Lin coln , In an att em pt
to de term ine the exte nt of Peke's work, th e Lute SeIf

Portrait has been recently exa mine d under X-ray and
in fra-red light a t the resea rch lab orato ry of th e Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston. The X· ray rad iog raph produced
inconclusive find ings as the painting has at one ti me

been re-lined with wh ite lead. W ithou t X-ray ev idence
it is impossible to determine the condition in which
th e painting was left by the artist . One is un able to

judge wh ether Peke sketched in the prelimina ry
composit ion a<; it exists now or wh crhe r th e com position

wa s conceived by Lin coln w hen he completed the
painting. Infra-red and ultra-violet radiat ion does
substa ntiate th at the tunic of the figure appears to be
of a diff e rent pigment composit ion than th at of face ,

neck an d u pper part of tunic, in dicating th at these areas
we re done at ditferent times.

The provincial quality of American colonial pai nting

is perhaps best seen in portraits of Robert 1enkins and
Betsey [enkin s painted in 1748 by lohn Greenwood

<) Morton C. Bradl ey, [r ill a let ter to Clifford P. Monahun ,
June 1<)61 , 11\>teJ "a vcry ohscure si"na lurc."

10 Isol.l1in..: design , detail , and construction characren suc s
of individual cabinetmakers and regiona l schools ui
cabm eemakmg has provided 01 valuable means of
iJ enu i'; m..: pieces of Ameri can furniture Such an
approach in American painnng is Jl:eneully nor so
advanced bUI could aid Immensely m re-annbudon
of raJnUnK~

(1727-921 and given to the Sociery in 1905 by Mr. and

Mrs. Lewis I. C hace. G ree n wood's ca ree r in America
wa s short- lived; apprenticed to engraver Thomas

Johnston in Bost on , Greenwood did not begin painting
until ca. 17.15 and by 1752 had departed lor Su rinam,
ult imately settling in London in 1762. His Am er ica n
production is small, n umbering not more than seven w
five paintings. Most of his stners were from Boston, as

in the case of the [enkinscs, or Salem.
The po rt rait of Robert fenkins is fain tly signed below

the open ing , " J. Greenwood 17.18." There is no visible

sign ature on th e Betsey fenkins.9 Th e pose G reenwo od
us ed in hi s Rohert [enkins is the same in reverse that
Peke employed in hi s lames Bowdoin II owned by
Bowdo in Co llege. Such a fact is not su rprisi ng as both

artists are known to have used English mezzotints as
prototypes for " proper" poses, but it lea ds one to
speculate if either was influenced by the other's
painting. Both portraits .....ere painted in 1148.

Re-attribution of a pain ting to ano the r anise's oeu vre

can be a d ifficu lt task. In ma king a new att ribu tio n

a series of lea d qu est ion s must be in it ially co nfi rmed
ernst and su rer contact ; p roximity of artist and sitt er
da tes; co n form ity of sfn cr's age with appro xim ate date
of pa in t in g; and rela t ionsh ip of th e pa inting to other

docume nted examples of the artist's oe uv re do ne about
the same nme." In the case of the portrait of Themes
Cran, ron. misannburcd at one time to John Sing leton
Coplev.'! answers to these types of q uestions allowed

for a definite re-arrribunon.
T homa s Cranston, son of Samuellr. and Elizab et h

C ranston , was born in N ew port Oc to ber ,~O, 1710 and

d ied Ma rch IK, 17K5. In J75'; -55 he was residing in
N ewport . During thos e yea rs the Engli sh co u rt painter
Josep h Blackhurn - active in Ameri ca 1754-63
arrived fro m Ber muda . Blackbu rn's co u rt ly .yle won

immediate acceptance by Newporters and for a br ief
period he ....'as Hooded with commissions. Thomas
Cranston no doubt was one of those commissioners.

On the hasis of style, the Cranston ponrai t Hts in to
Blackburn's surviv ing Newport oeuv re. Its har d mod el -

J I Ac(ordlll": IU Iarmlv trmhnon the Thnmav Crans ton was
iound - along with portraits oi his WIle and da ughter
Rhooa p.unted hy Cor k y C<l.17.'>6-:>I:\- ln an abandoned
house in South Kingstown that once hc:lon.i:cd to

Cranstun's son-m-law Edwud Hazard. So doubt because
01 its assocranon with the portraits of wife and daughter ,
that 01Thumas was annbuted also 10 Cop ley.
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lng, choice of pusc and positioning of figu re, range of

col ors - especiall y the hrilliant sharpness of blucs
and subdued brush strokes all suggest Blackburn's

able hand .
The portrait of Dr. bwc Senter (1753-99) - gift of

Mrs. John Cart er Brown in 193(,1l_ can be safely

an rihut ed to Samuel King (l 74!)/9-1819) on the basis of

styl e, hit a document in the Senter papers IRIHS
Lrbrnrvjl cnds additi onal weight to the attribu tio n.
A bill rendered ro th e esta te of the late ductor in 180!
111u 0 0 lv establi sh es th e vcrsauluv of Samuel King

he charged Senter for painting and gilding his chaise,
gliding picture fram es, and painting his miniature

- hut 'lls<l links King with the surviving portrai t of
Senter. Un de r December 4, 1793 the bill records

" To Drnwing his Portrai t ... 11.4,0." Int erest in gly
enough th e final entry records under March IS, 1800
"T o Painting hi s Min iature ... 4.4.-." Th is m us t have

been a posthumous portrait as the good Newport
doctor died December 20, 1799.

The existence in local private and museum collec

tions of a significant number of paintings by Jam es Earl
11761 -961, younger brother of th e more famous
Conn ccucur artist Ralph Earl, suggests that Jam es
might haw worked in Providence or en virons sometime

during the last quarter of th e eigh teenth century. No
documentary evidence supports this hypothesis. nor do
even ts as they are known surrounding James Earl 's

short life suggest a period of residence in Rhode Islan d.
Born in Leicester, Massachusetts May I, 1761, h e sailed

in 171'\4 for london where it is said he remained for the
next ten vcars.U By 1794 he was in Charleston, Sout h
Carolina where he lived until his sudden death tw o
years later.

If the above fac ts of Jam es Earl 's life arc correct,
when would he have painted portraits of Cap fain

T homas Smli ft and his wife MH. Smart given to the
Society by Mrs. A. Utley Wilcox in 19561 Unfortu
nately Earl WJS not in the habit of signing his work

nor do enough of his paintings exist that any can be
positively dated - so it is difficult to da te them on

12 This portrait prnbablv descended to Mrs. Brown through
Senrcr's youngest daughter Elizabeth Senter Crocker,
grcsr-grandmothcr or the donor.

13 Biographical mfcrma no n IS in complete. A future
exhibit ion un thi s rema rkable family of 'I rti,ts spunsrued
by the National Portrait Gallery and the Univ ersity of
Connecncur Museum of An will hopefully bring OUt
additional in forrnanon on lames Earl.

style alone. And in the case of the Smarts, th eir vital

records have not been discovc rcd.t- It seems most
likely that these portraits were done before 1784, the
year Earl departed for England, during his first

Ame rican period. W h ile he would have heen in his
early twenties, undoubtedly he had been exposed from
a young age to th e pain ting profession through his
older brother Ralph

In any collccrlon furmed over a long time, unannb
uted paintings will exist The Society 's eighteenth
century collec tion is not without its share of such

"mystery" pictures. Two of the most puzzling arc
portraits of Samu el Chace 11722-1802 1and General

W i/1i arn Harto n (1748- L8311. The Sam ueI C}llJCC appears
to be an American picture of th e period ca 1735-·+0,
but its attribution to any known early eighteenth 
century artist working in America [Chace was born in

Newport and died in Warwick l is m ost tenuous. The
painting may be the work of a yet unidcnnficd

American artist , The portrait of Barton - hero of the

capture of Ccncrul Prescott, commander uf Brit ish
forces in New England - is equally prohlcmaucal.

Painted ca. I 7t!5, its style is remin iscent of military
portraits painted by Charles W illson Peale of
Philadelphia in the 1780s and 1790s, but it is clearly
not by Peale. Con tinued research on the Barton portrait

should lead to identification of the artist.
Augmenting eighteenth-century portraits is a sma ll

collection of American pastels. T h ree of these 

likenesses of S'lII111el Ch,JCe ll , his wi fe RO\llnclla Angell
ell/ICC, an d Reverend Enos Hitchcock - are at tr ibuted

to W ill iam Blodget [1754-1809) , map maker, organist,
and chaplain in the Revolutionary navy who also
seems to have tried his ha nd as an artist. ls Blodger's

known surviving wurk in pastels is scarce enough so
that stylistic comparisons do not establ ish &lthcntica
t ion, but anrfburinn in all three cases is based on the

ar tist's close connccuon with the sitters. As Samuel
Chace II's brother-in -law - he married Chace's sister

Ann on December II , 1774 - Blodget would have been
the natural choice of the fam ily [I) render such

I~ Th omas Smart 's mrlit.rry career is given in Francis B.
Hellman , 111.lroIlc<ll !{cxi,l[n of t Jrflcen of d ie
CIJIHIIJI'IJ/<1/ Arm y d lll j n<~ the wu r oj rlil' Rn-'o!lIt ion
[Wns bington , D.C" 19141 sot.

I '> Phyllis Kihn, " William HloJget, r.1ap Maker. 17S4
IIl00J ," (.'O /l TH'CtrC lIf HI ,l lOfl Cd / S ()CH' fV HilI/enD 27:2
[Apn l 19621 ,B· 'i{), .
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Tt sumonr t" rhe qua1ltr v i fouign artISts whu worked m
AmerIca ISa 1793 po rtraIt o f Captam Georj(t A HallowrIl
by Frllo", Ludwl1. HltKhmann or Grrmanr.

likenesses. In his capacity as organ ist at St. fohn's
C hu rch in Prov idence and later in his miliury service
Blodget .....c uld hav e crossed paths oi ten wit h Hitchcock,
a native of Springfield. Ma '>sachusetts wh o moved to

Providence as pastor of the First Co ngregational Socie ty.
Besides several anonymou s pastels is a pr istine

example of the work of an obsc ure German pastel-st .
Franz Ludwig Hirschmann , wh o probably visited

America in th e 17905, leaving a small sampling of his
art . T he oval portrait oi Camam George A Hallow ell
is signed in red crayo n on the wood backing
" Hirsch man n Pinxit 1193," th e same year tha t he
executed portra its of CaplcJin Thomas D u ng owned by
the New pon Historica l Soctcw and Captain Daniel
Prior owned hy the New Hampshire Historical Socierv.
Exqui sit e in th eir deta il and coloring, Hirschmann's
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works arc a testimony to the quality of turergn artists
who worked in America but whose contribution 10

American art has been largely rgnored.
Like pastels, rruniarurcs form a sma ll but important

pan of th e portrait collection Numbering close 10 fift y

examples Irom lute eighteemh centu ry to mid-ll~40s

when mtnianrrcs a~ personal effects were slowly
replaced by the photographic image, they include
likenesses 01 Browns and related iamilies, Dexters and

De Wolis, by such recognized miniaturists a" Edward
Green .\ 1.Jlbo ne and leo, known figures like Thomas
Young, lames S Ellsworth , Moses B_ Russell, Thomas
Nixon and William Bache . The Malbo ne mini ature of

[uhrr FranCIS- Philadelphia merchant w ho m arried
Iohn Brown's oldest daughter Ahhy and subsequently

became his t.uhcr-tnIaw's busi ness partner - is th e
earlier of two fohn Francis miniatures by Mal bone and
si~ned "Malbonc 1795," indicating that it was probably
painted in Providence in the Jail of that yea r.

In a collccnon 01 close In -!(XJ paintings, o..·er sixty

percent ni ncteunrh-cerrtury portraits of ordinary
quality, collected because 01 association value as

portrait' ot prominent Rhode Isla nders and not for
Intrinsic amsttc mcnt. it should not be surprising that

,,' many arc uuuuributcd or hy obscure secondary
<!rtb!s who wo rked in or visited Rhode Isla nd . Many of

these second-hue figures-like Francis A lexander ,
Santord Mason. C T. Hinckley, Hubba rd L. Fordham
and Thomas Young. whose works are included - are
known today onl)" by tcw vurviving paintings w hich

tend to be scattered about , newspaper advertisements
that invanahlv announced the recent arnval and

eminent abrluies 01 said arust. and rcmunsccnces or
obuuanes \Vit hout a larger corpus of doc u me nt ary
material available to the researcher and because o f the
~l'nc ral1y ordina ry qualit y (If the oe u vre, lives of these

fi~urcs an d analysis of th ei r work will remain
incomplete,

Represen ted on a hi gher level of aestheti c achieve
ment arc such as lames Frothingham (1786 88·111641.
ardent admirer of Gilbert Stuart's wor k - Samuel

Lovett Waldo II 783·IS6J1 and Will iam Jewett
1171'i9 9O-IK741, ....-hosc lcn~thy partnership in New
York produced standard portrJi ts of that city's e1 ite
Henry Cheever Prun (IKm-IMKOI,pupil of Sam uel F. B.

Mor sc and compatriot of Thomas Cole - George P. A_

Healy 118 U -l tl941, whose Visits to Providen ce in 1846
and 18.59 produced a sizeable nu mber oi portraits 

and M art in lohnson Headc (1819·I904j. esteemed today
as land scap e an d still-l ife amst but as well a com pete n t
portraitist, a genre which he practiced in Pro viden ce
probably to a greate r deg ree than in any other place

du ring a visi t in th e late 1850s . Besides th ese is a large
collection of James Sullivan Lincoln (1811-18881, wh ose
production over a fifrv-yca r period as Pro vidence's

premier portrai tist is docu m ented by a m an uscript lis t
of paintings - mcludmg in mos t ins tances the artist's

cha rges - kept by him self.
A bust s ize portrait 01 William Goddard (1740- 18 I7),

pa inted towar d the end of hi s life, is attr ibu ted to

James Fro thingham at th e begi nning of his career when
he see med to be mo st influen ced by the highly

accla imed G ilbe rt Stu art In a ch arac te ris t ically candid
analysis of his pupil, Stua rt remarked, " There is no man
in Bos to n, but myself, can paint so good a he ad."
Fro th ingh am 's Goddard captured the zeal an d

compassion oi.a man whose life had been distinguished
by public services not least of w hich was the founding
in 1761 o f the Providence Cazcne. th e to wn's first

n ewspap er
As in th e case of Frothingham, it is nOI kn own if

Sam uel L. Waldo ever visi ted Prov id en ce. T he fact that

a handful of doc u mented Wal do paintings exis ts in
both local public and pr ivat e collections suggests th at
he made it to Providen ce at some poi nt. Two such

paintings in possession of the Socie ty, however, were
not pain ted here. The ea rlier is a po rt rai t on wood panel
of Mrs, Nicholas Brown signed on the back " Waldo

New York HIlJ ." T he date indicat es that th e portrait
of Mrs. Brown (1800· 1812) - daugh ter o f Joh n Brow n 's

youngest ch ild Alice who hnd ma rried Jam es Brown
Mason - was pa inted posthumously, perhaps from a
miniatu re su pplie d by th e fam ily . Suc h a miniature

exis ts -. se lf·port rai t of M rs. N ich olas Brow n . ~ift to

her h usband whom she married in 1810 - but
probably did not se rve as th e prototype for the larger
Waldo oil.

The later portrai t of DaVId Cwwley is signed on the
back "pa inted by Waldo &. lewen N. York 18:;2,"
th ree years heforc th e partner sh ip dissolved . It is
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always said of these joint productions that Wa ldo was
responsible for face and hands and Will iam Jewett for
dress and background. but in the Cro wley it is difficult
to differentiate between two styles. The story goes th at

David Cro....·ley was one of four survivors from the
steamer l£xinxwn that burned at sea in Janua ry 1840.

His portrait - which depicts the Lexrngron incident
in the background - is of a more conventional type
than the Waldo painnng of Mrs. Brown ,

Henry Cheever Pratt was on e of many artists who
visited Providence in the IR20s but like his peers did
not Stay for any length of time. He did advertise in the

I RH Providence Dm!cwry "Pratt, H . C , portrait and
IJndscape painler,.17 weeunmlsrer]," indicating that
he had set himself up in a downtown studio, but by

1!l26 his name no longer appears. The portraits of
RUHcll werren . Providence's foremost architect in
earlv Greek Revival style, and MI.~ , w arren we re
probably painted during his 1!l2.1 stay . Pratt, who was

in C h ar leston, South Carol m a in 11119 and again in
1!l22, may have known the Warrens - who themselves
spent a considerable amount of time there during those
years - before he came to Providence ) this woul d

explain their choice of .utist .
By 1!l.t6 when George P_A. Healy came to

Providence " to pamt a portrait of l evi Wheat on M , D,
which he presented 10 Mr & Mrs Henry W h eaton," h e
was an established arrist with an in ternational reputa
tion, having pa inted the roya l families of England and

France as well a.. presidents [And rew Jackson ] and
prominent sta tesmen (Joh n C. Calhoun]. Healy had
me l Hen ry Wheaton in Paris and subseque ntl y sta yed

with rela ti ves of Wheaton in Prov idence in 1843 , so
th at during his Is.t6 visi t he was not a tota l st ranger to
the ci ty . W h ile no paintings are k nown to date from his

earlier visit , an u npublishe d " Port rai ts taken in
Provi dence hy George Pet er Alex ander Healy,"
compiled in IK59hy An n All en lvcs, records that h e

painted twenty-five po rt rai ts during his second visit."
No doubt the artist remembered h is earlier triumph s

w hen twelve years later he again re tu rned - the lves
list records that Healy was in Pro vidence fro m
Septembe r IS5R through January 1859. During this

16 This manuscript account wa.. recemlv given 10 RIHS
by ,'\-\r Frank MauTan III 01 Providence .

17 ~O! only dots the lves list document over fifty paintings
don e 10 Providence, hut \I aIM> estabhahes Healy's

" Henry Whl'<l wn for [Own hal1ll"lt 1<·n:;: th $400'· "nisI
Ge(J/)!", p, A. H.'aly wrOle 1,( h l~ ;lIIpr"" /I·e pu rtra il of lhal
renowned lu rl'1.

five-month stay h is income from portrait commissions
reached $7J50.00! 11

A sizeable numher of Hea ly' s portraits arc still own ed
privately in fam ilies of original sitters whi le a handf ul

have found their wav into local inst itut ions, not abl y
Brown University . An important Healy por trait of
Henry H,'hca/Oll ( 1 7 ~ 5· I H4R I. painted in 1846, is

recorded in the lvcs list as " Henr y Wh eaton for town
hal l half length $.1IXl ," Purported ly it was com rms
stoned hy Benjamin Hoppin and given to the City of

Providence wh ich in turn gave it to the Society in the
late 1950s. It is nne of six recorded portraits of Whea to n
done enhe r dunng his life or closely follow ing hi s

dea th - four 0/ w h ich were painted by Healy - one is

standa rd prices FI'r a tull lcngrh portrait SI(llJ, for a
halt lengt h S~l() - he ..lid char.':\: as mu ch as S6Cll in a
few in'13n ces - and fnr bust size betw een ')leO-Jill
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and the other a copv of the Society's lar ge portrait made
in 1857 by Martin Johnson Heade.

Common bonds 01 art must have brought Hcad c, s till

relanv elv young and impressionable, and the mature
H eal y togeth er in 1168. Head e, whose dr umaticallv lit
ma rsh landscapes we re st ill several years ahead, n o

doubt considered the cha nces of success as a portrait
pain te r on Healy's level. for during this time in
Providence he produced more portrai ts tha n it! an y
other period of his lite. Tho..e which su rvive reveal the

impnnt of Healy's influence bo th in sty le an d scale.
One is the pcmrau of Bl,hlJp Thom<l~ March Clark
painted ca.IRS7·5/l and given 10 the Soc iety by Bishop

Clark in 11;;90. The bishop - who officiated at Heade's
wedding - IS shown in billowy cle rical robes painted

rather tlarlv and badly in comtast to the more success
iul modelmg of the face, one w hich rev eals the artist's
dependence on the daguerreotype. M or e of a portrait
copyist than an original painter - it is known th at he
copied prints, miniatures and ot her paintings - H ead e

fou nd the dague rreotype m uch to his liking in render

ing po rt raits. "
Prov iden ce was nor without ItS own small band of

n ative artis ts who by and large filled the need" of th e
populace, but whose accomplishments were limited.
James Sullivan Lincoln (11l 11·jRRRI moved he re fro m
his birthplace, Ta unton, Maseach usens, .'II age fourteen
to lea rn the engraving trade from Wil liam D . Terry.

By 1&32, ap paren tly dissunsfied wit h oppo rtu nities
afforde d a young engrave r. Lincoln ha d cast his 101 as a
portrait pain ter. Fot fifty years (l1l.37-HH~7l he managed

10 virt ually m on opolize portrait co m m issions in the
city, producing a mo n umental number of pa intings
documented in a man uscript accoun t book kepr by

himself. The Soc iety has the dub ious di sti nction of
owning the la rgest James Sullivan Lin coln colle ction in
exi stence, rangrng in yeats h om th e 184 1 port rait of
W ill iam }cwc lIl'u[JoJII: 10 th e 18SS painting or Colond
Charles Dumd filJ..;on 10 full d ress mi lita ry uniform,
an d in clud ing lik en esses of such Rhode Island
lum in aries as fohn D. HowlunJ - a founde r of the

Socicev- ZuchlJri<lh AlIl'n. Henry B<lrnard. Wilkins

III One oj Heade'v he~t p(lrlr~HS - Ri!'e<:Cil Clilrk.
Museum ot Fine Art~, R(l~ttln - ..... .l~ almost certa inly
taken hom life

Updike an d Thomas I'oynwn rves. as well as a beautiful
portrau of the urnst's d uughter Ellen D. Lincoln.
don e in I S~3

Provid ence merch an ts were among th e first in the

ne w Ame rican rep u blic 10 dev elo p a viable tra de with
the Orien t. Not only di d such tra de produce fab ulous
wealth ior mcrcham.pnnces but res u lted in the
importation of exotic Ch inese hou seh old wares into
fashionable Provide nce homes. Among these goods

w ere por traits ot m any a sh ip capram, supercargo or
yo u ng cabin boy pam ted du ring a visit to C anton c-.

principal cily in Ch in a tor ...-esrem trade - and used as
decoranon on board sh ip o r at home.

Five Ch inese po rt raits Col. I !ID5·IR20 are pan of the
Society's collection. All but one are of men wit h strong
Rhod e Island connecuons. The por trai t or George
Washingfun -originally owned by Edw ard Carrington,
United Sta les co nsul 10 Canton in th e ea rly ni neteen th
century and a prtncipal move r in the Ch ina trade c-.

is one nf many Washi ngto n lik en esses taken by

Cantonese anists from ethe r pain tings or pri nts.
Carrington alone recorded in his "China Jo urnal B"
(1R04-D6) purchases of s ix "Apotheosis 01 Wash ington"

- probably painted on glass - and ten "Po rrrans of
Wash ingw n "- probably oil on canvas; paintings on
,l;lass were slightly more expensive - for wllllam F.
Mcgee If one merchant at one ti me req ui red so large a

sup ply, Imagine how ma ny we re orde red during rh c
wurst.' of t rade with China by all par ti cipants .

In the same iou m al Carri ngto n no ted that in 1805 he
" Paid Pniqua for a Wa shington Print" which is not

desc ribed, Law rence Park in his definitive work on
Gilbert Stua rt sta tes that " an'Aihenaeum' type portrait

of Wa shingt on was owned in Ch ina," but he does not
say wh er e or how earl y it was there. In any case there
were ample likenesses available 10 C h in ese artists as

models, most com mon of which were Stuart 's so-called
Athena eum type. Such a mod el served as prototype for
th e Socie ty' s C hi nese George W a.'ih in gton . painted
ca IHOS·I Oby an unkno wn artist .19

Besid es the WlJ"hHlglUn portrait and th ose of Stephen
De xter. Comdiu.'i Sowle. and George W. Ted - all
pai nted before [IUD - th e most inter esting of th e

19 The moce complete liM of Chmese artists working in
Canton in the 19th Ce:ntUIV can be found in M. V. and
Do rorhv Ru:wanglOn. Mllrll'le P/lJnril'l~~ cl Drawmg,5 an
rhe: Pe:aboJv Mu<eum [Sale:m. 19681.
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Ch inese po rtraits is that of William H Townsend
[HI02 -1880l, painted in Canton, November 1818. Then
a cabin boy aboard the Ca rring to n sh ip Lion . captai ned

by h is fat her , Townsen d from an early age kept an
account - three volu mes int erl eaved spo radic ally with
fascinating pencil dr awings of sh ips, natives, and

places h e obse rved in h is tr avels - ti tled " M y Life and
Reminiscences from my infancy." In its first volume
the yo ung aut hor described the circumstances of his
Chinese portrait but un fortunat ely did not name the

pamter :
Seen arrer ,hI;,> dinner party 1 wa.~ taken sick with the

bilIOUS fever of the Country a' was reduced very low .
.\0 thm father thought my recove ry doubtful- but itW

bdorl' I wa.1 taken sick: I had bl'cn 10an "Arti.\t" tVsits
for Illy "Pkrurc"- which wo.\ not completed when
I wsx taken srck - fathe r, however had it "finished"
up . as co rrecrly a.... possible to rake home should I not
recover.w

To..... nscnd did recover in deed, 10 live an incredibly

adventuresome life which included participation in the
lil~<) gold rush .

As builders, in te rnational me rch ants , sa ilors,

commercial tlshcrmen , and yachtsmen, Rhod e Islande rs
have al ways been close to their vessels. Th ey cele brate d

the bea ut ies of these by co mm issioning portraits, many
of wh ich were dr awn by forciRn artists wh o as naval
draitsmen we re capable o f detailed and accurate
hkenessev The Society owns a ha ndsome collect ion o f

such m arine". Earliest IS a wate rcolor drawing of th e
lan son 01 Providence painted by a Dutc h artis t Jan
M ooy 1 1 776 - 1 8~ 7) in 1819, less than a year before th e
ill-fated ship- bu ilt at Dighton, Massachuset ts in 1815

- was struc k by dnft ice off the coast o f Holland wh ere
ship and cargo uj co ffee an d lice were IOSI .11 Mooy ,
wh ose work is not un com m un in Am erican col lec tions

but ab out wh om ltnle is known, created through
co m posi tional devices an d dominance of sub ject a

convincing a nd colorful liken ess o f the Ian son .
Equally brief biographical information h as been

published on two northern European ma rine painters,

20 MS , RIHS library.
21 plate 984 in Brewington illustrates Moov's version of the

Frc tu tin AlIlttKdn p<lil llm~ or pnnr. a Chm r \r <l rlll! copu'J
uns portr.:! ll of fhr firs t PU \ l drn t Of fhr Unl tcd S l<.l tc~ .

C. Cl ausen of Denmark and B. H. Ha nsen oi Hamburg,

Ge rmany. In rhe case 01 the iormer - wh ose work is
held in nume rous public collections - neither
su rname nor dales are available, w hile oi the lauer

virtually not hing is kn own and h is work is rare.
The Socll:ty ow ns tw o Clausen watercolor s of th e

Cllret! (If I'n >vldcncc - buil t ,I I I ruxbury , Massachuset ts

in I H3~-both signed al ong th e lower right "c. Cla usen
Elsin ore 1&39." The m or e typ ical of the rwn sho ws th e
Corea sailing in cal m wat ers, wi th the fortiAild to wn

of Elsinor e in the di sta nt background.P The seco nd
vhows her without topsails in rough sea s, rollmR on

sinkin~ f<l n,,,n A similar dr;awin.e by Joseph Parmdge is
rllustrated In M oor Island IIIHol lcal S'J<."lefyColfeCfw m
lU lIuly 1918! 90.
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port side to reveal the structure of the deck. The
treatment oi the latter is rather bizarre in composincnal
effect and stylization as well as coloration. Both ale
nonetheless effective portraits.

The watercolor &rr Tr en ton signed '·B. H . Hansen ,
Hamburg" along the lower right was not painted in the

tradition o f a portrait but depicts a dramatic rescue at
sea. Its inscription in hold call igrJ phy along the lower
border explains the rescue - perhaps as wi messed by
arnst Hansen who might have been servmg as a crew
member aboard the Trenton -"the Ban Trenton,

Capt , O livet Repamg to take the C rew from the wract
a Brig Casimir Capt William W inslo....· of Waren Rhode
lslund. on the 3d of February 1H44," The Casimir can he

seen floundering at the le ft while two Idehl);l ts flving
distress flags in choppy seas arc uwain ng the rescue

cttons 01' the Trenton
Marine watercolors of rhc French school of th e

nineteenth century dominated by Antoine Roux 11765
18.3.')1an d his three sons- Antoi ne, Ir.( 1799-18721

Frederic 11805· 1870) - Fran cois (1811·18821- and
such disc iples as Honore Pellegr in lC3,1800-ca. 18721
have received thorough attention for their production

wasof unequaled quality. It has been said that many an
American captain detoured to ,\ l a!'>eille s to avail
himself of the talents of the Roux and their peers.
Many of these pictures were brought back to America

where thev still serve as graphic rermndcrs of bygone
days of sailing ships. One such is of the Tropic - built
in Bath , Maine in 1&31 and owned in Providence by a
syndicate of businessmen - sig ned " Frederic Roux,

au Havre 1&38" on the face and inscnbcd on back with
amvr's address and signature. It is in te rest in g to ncr e

that Roux used the same background for the Tropic as
for severa l watercolors illu strated Plat es 121fl·1218 in
Brewington. Suc h co nve nt ions we re not at all unusu al
among marin e painters wh o were primarily co nce rne d

wuh the sh ip portrait .

T wu wa te rcolors given to the Sudety by Mrs. Harriet

C. Edmonds in 1952 ap pear to be the work of Hon ore
Pellegrin. a contemporary of the Roux dynasty an d

22 See Plates I.H-136 m Brewington Inr a vrmilar
hackground treatment.

clearly influenced by their attention to correc t detail
and crisp, ligh t drawing The ba rque Beaver leaving
Marsl;illt:s is ..igncd "H's Pellegrin a M arseill es 1842. "

The btl); A r kama.<; . anribured to Pellegnn on the basis
(II «vlc. was probably completed ca. 1&37·38 when

lohn Edmonds. ancestor of the donor, was master an d
part owner of the Providence-built brig.

American shipowners and maste rs ..hd not rely
exclusively on amsts In foreign ports for likenesses of

rherr shIps. In America artists like English-born T homas
Birch and lames Bunerswonh , the Neapolitan Mi chcl
Felice Corne, Enghsh -rraincd Rohen Salmo n as we ll as
native ;lrli~ts like Fitz Hugh Lane and William Bradford
were capable of fine wo rk.!J Howev er . most of th ese
wnrkcd pri marilv in oils. not in the trad ition of th e

French school uf marine watercol ors . and more ofte n

rhnn no t di d not limit th eir work exclusive ly to ship
portrai ts. Shi ps did play an importa nt pan in their
painungs but we re included for reasons othe r than

portraiture.
Two oi the most appealing marine painte rs we re th e

twin brothers James 11815·18971 and loh n Bard (1815
IK561, born in Chelsea. New York. Wor king as partners
and individually, these self-trai ned, " prim it ive" artists

produced a sizeable number of colorful portraits, mostly
side paddlewheel steamboats viewed broadside. Lim ited
in knowledge o r such things as perspective, the Bar ds

nonetheless steadfastly produced accurate dra w-ings of
many ..hips which frequen ted New York harbor and
plied the Hudson Rive r. Conscious of co rrect color
deta il, with each portion o f the boat m easured an d

d rawn to scale - in mO'>I cases. being friendly with
many boat owne rs, thcy probably ha d access to boat

plans; in at least one case they actu ally m easured an
extant hoar - th ey provide documentary evidence in

their su rviv ing work for th e mulurude of boats that
o nce cruised the waterways of America. One of these
surv ivals, a la rge wa tercolor n! the SIt.'<llIlboar

1'rovidence. is signed " I &. J Bard Pain ters, York " an d
was probably painted between IKlK an d 18·.1-3 when
thc l'w\'IdcllcC was owned in Ne w York. alt h ough it

1.\ Fur.l Rood drscusvion SCl; [ohn Wilmcl J inR, Histo ry of
AmcTlcan !\1,Hiw: J'<lllllJnlt (Boston , 1% 8).
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may huvc been don e in IK32 when she was huih there ,

It pa inted in lii3 2, it represents one of the earhcsr
p ictures by the brother s,

As longnrnc res ident art is ts in N ew York, the Bard s
proba bly wo uld han " kno wn 0 1 th e Engli sh arti st

T homa s Chambers wh o ca rne to Am erica in (&n ,
in itia lly sc nled in New York fro m when ce he w ok up
successive rcsrdcncics In Roston and Albany, rcruming
in I1\S1'i to Nc.... York wh ere he hvcd unti l 1):(66 . By HUH
Chambers, a vcrvanlc art ist and ornamental paint er
whose .... nrk In ol b ISsrrmlar to Bard waterc olors only
in its ...o-called primitive sty le, wo rked pnmanlv as a
marine pai nt er . Someume alter IS3S he painted th e
new lIt the George \\'a,hlll,l:lOn sailing from a vet -to

be-idenufied pml As a work ot an the pic ture is

importan t III the oeuvre 01 Chambers and lli adduional
importance to the Socrcev In tha t the subject w as a shi p

Af<1"O<' <lr!J~!, u"m, {"/lin ,JIId John Bard, pam led th!s
l<lulul purr''''}'<l1 0/ t'"rI~' \U<l1II lrdn.~p(ln

huih in 1793 at Providence for lohn Brown . Last and
,mallest o f three shi ps bcanng th e na me of Wa shington
owne d by th e tirm 01 Brown an d Fran cis, rbc GCOTKl'

\\'t1 ,h IllKlon was dcsr gncd lor th e Indi a tra de and

ult imately sold to th e Unncd Sta les gove rn ment wh ich
fill ed her out as a cruiser ,

One 01 the Soc ie ty's masterpieces, th e Siexc ufTripoli,
dcpicnng Co m modore Edward Preble's naval bombard
m ent 01 Tripolnan tomficanons in ISO-J , is 3 large oil
canvas pa in led hy Mi chel Felice Co rn e ca. IXOS- IO. One

of three finished versio ns ot the Sle~e by Corne, the first
0 1 wh ich was com m usumcd by Preble and which is
signed " M. Co rne pmx u in 11'05," It was deem ed by
Pre ble - who must have ha d an acnv e hand in

dcscnbing the event 10 the a rtis t - as 3 " tol erably
co rrect vie w uj the Tow n &. srtu arion oi th e

squa dron t>. enemies naval force " Preb le also
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provided a key to the action and fortifications, making

it possible to identity participants, The Society's ve rsion
- considerably smaller than the signed 1805 pai nting
now owned by the unncd States Naval Academy -
is virtually a copy of the original .2A

In that the Socicrv's paintings have been assembled
to celebrate men and women . ships and events land to
a lesser degree arustsl that have been a pan of

Rhode Island 's hlslOry ,lt should not besurprising that
its landscape collection is comprised primarily of town
views , natural scenery, and distinctive architectural
monuments. Several 01 these includc eighteenth
century topographical vrc.... s such as the small pen and

10k ....ash dra .... 10~ of the ..'it'<lf 0/ Henry Marchant in
South KingslOwn . hUI the hulk 01 them can be dated in

the nineteenth century .... hen landscape painting came
into vogue

There arc some remark;thly fine panorama views as
well as innmare vrgncncs 01 street and harbor scenes
01 Providence and environs An outstanding example of

the panorama tradrnon IS the Sociery's huge theatre
cunain hanging at the Museum of Art, Rhode Isla nd
School of Design - the Old Dwp Scene of th e

Providence Theatre, painted h~' lo hn Worrall of Boston
between IW.s and 1812, dcpicung a portion of
Providence's east side development during expansive
years. Two ..mailer panorama views are the famous
pan,l'w\·,denn' trom ocros» Ih e Cow' - taken hom

diffe ren t postuon-, on the wes t hank of th e Pro vidence
Riycr- panned by Alvan Fisher in 1818 an d 1819.

lm po rran r as edrly examples of the work of Fisher, they

arc also key documents of how the city looked.

01 equal impo rtance as documents and as works of

an arc four pain nngs of sites ami b uild ings. The view of
the FiN COllgreKatirmal Church in Providence
painted someti me betwee n I RC)(i and 1814 by an
unknown Am cncnn " primitive"- gains added signifi

cance in that it in cludes rhc only kn own co nt em porary
view of lnh n Brown House and its wh itew ash ed board

outh uildlngs. In the event of unure res tora tion of these
outbui ldings, th is painting wo uld serve as a ke y

document.

24 Tho: third \'O:I~ion - which rhe author has nOI seen
is owned hy the M<IIlnc H rsronca l Society

25 PlOvldence Gaultt' , Arril27, Itl22_

A charming vignette of a city scene is the water
co lor Vinv of Prc,\Hlcnt Sl ree!. The Bapfl.'iI Mccting

H(Jli.'/~ and Advnrnng HlIrJdmg\ paint ed by lmle-know n
artist Ioseph Partridge In 11:\22. Parmdgc, who arr ived in
Providence lrom Nova Scoria In December 1821 and

seems 10 have remained in Rhode Island lor no more
than tWO years, was an accomplished <li nd versa u lc
artist who seems to have bee n well received . He
advcmscd a school for ladies and gentlemen w here

" the vanouv bran chef> of water Color D rawmg, &.c " "
[and lcarnin/:! I(J sketch Irom nature" would be taught.
He al"'.) noted that " Views of gentlemen's country seats,
facUlries , stores, ..... c. t-..c , will be taken when requested;

as also, Anatomjcal Pamnngs. In all cases of decease.v'!
Fe.... 01 Panrid/.:e 's works survive - he doesn't appear

In have SIgned movt uf his pictures - and perhaps his
greatest p.nnung is rhrs watercolor duly praised and
tho: artist him-elt encouraged by an unknown admirer
in the Prm ·,d.-nec Gaulle. May 8,1822 :

This aH1S1 has res'tled In town but a shoTllime. and
hi~ unobIW.li\·e mannen have 1101 been calculated ro

usher him mm Ihlll nonce. nor procure him Ihar
pllrruna,l:e. which his ments richly deserve Many
.~pecimen , of hi \ saiems in ,Ikelch ing and painting rural

scenery [h e spent a summer sketching in Bristol and
Newport] ha~·~ been examined and admir~dby .skillful
iudges . and lhe IWIl inh'reltinx public lee tures which he
hds grven. l11uHfallve of Ihe all of painung. furnish
abullllanl proofs of his tJhiluy at designing and execu
lion, and e\rllhli.lh 'us tcputanon cs a Kientific and
praclical painlct, His view of Presidenl-slreet, the
Bapthr Ml'l'llIlx·Hou.se I/fHt adioining budding.s. wi th a
part of the cuve and di.~tanl hi11 on the West. has been
iu.\tly [lfllJsed asan admirably exact picture.

Th e write r fun her not ed rhut th e artist had recently
co m ple ted view s of th e First Co ngregat iona l M eeting
House and " the in te rior of ou r M arket-House, with

correct hkenesses of many ot rh e occupants," both 01
wh ich view s arc now lost.

The Socie ty possesses numerous land scape vie ws and

an eve n grea te r nu m ber of pri nt ed views of pla ces
outside Provide nce. A w.ne rculor Pawtucket Bridge and
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Falls - signed "D. B. I HI ·" for an un iden tified painter

- i ~ 01considerable topogra phical in te rest as it rev eal s
the large whuc Old! ot Samuel Sla te r and Sons bu ill on
the falls of th e Paw rucker River. This dr aw ing was

taken from an aquatint of the Sdme ut le hy fo hn
Rubens Smith 01 Boston , pubhshed in the magazine
Polyantho\. December IHJ2. The practice of copying
pnms verbanrn in anothe r media was not unusua l

among " pnrm nv e" artists nor was it uncommon among
more accomplished landscapbts to " lift" smaller
vrgnenes or backgrounds

The most recent addition to the Society's collection is

a superb landscape view 01 ClayVIlle, Rhode Island
again parmcd bv an urudcnuticd arusr. probably an

itinerant w ho stayed around on ly so long as there was
demand tor hrs talents The painting. .....hieh ide ntifies
Josiah \VhHakn's More as w ell as a mill and other
bUildings , is ditliculr to date preci~ly-it ..... as probably

produced bet w ecn Col IS~:; and lilSS -but can be
placed within a twenty-year period by reason oi
biographical information about W h itaker as wcll as

documeruanon on construction ot a mill in Clayville

··/o."ah Whilak <"l - Cla\ VIII, Slott' >lp-J on lhe blllldmg
In the cen ter. ,den t/Ii" rh l' ren>rd VIa Rh(uEc h /<lnd
milt nllag, _

at the pond SHC . For an acc urate image oi a typical

small Rh od e Island mi ll and agricult ural com mun ity in
the early n in e teen th centu ry - in terms of mill
ar chi tect ure and m ill buildings, dom est ic archi tecture,

fencing an d ....-allv, mod es of tra nsportation, and even
ho w the housewi fe hung out her wash - this painting
has few peers.

A special co llec t ion - includ ing a sketchbook of
sepia draWings - n umerous pen , pencil and watercol or
drawi ngs - and ove r five h undred botanical studies in
watercolor oi lima indigen ou s to Rhod e Isbnd

comprises rhe Society's ho ldings of the work of Edw ar d
Lewis Peckham IUII2-ISSY ! given by his descendants.
A native of Providence where he lived the majori ty of

his life , Peckham began work as a cle rk and accountant
for the Me rchants Bank, an occupa tion he pursued
reluctantly f(lf the COUf~ oi his business li fe, but which

did not appear 10 limit his artistic producnon . By about
Ifl~O he begun the ,enes {Ii Intimate vrgncues oi streets
and docks In Fox PUIOI \'ICWS on Ndrral/;an~tt Bay and
the Seekonk River . and picturesque iarm views thaI he
continued JCII\'dy III turn OUI through the Hlr.os. At

•
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As fresh and btlgh r as lhe Oowers Edward Ltwu Peckham
oh~e rvtd tinlhand In hI ' ueuve Rhodt h/and I ~ lhu
example of h/.I botam<:al drilwHl~ .

,
c:.; !:7 .rr

• ---;t' -..:. r~- eL ."

L ..I. . _ L".._ .......

-",__ # ~J.. /.

the same time, with a group of Rhode Island bot anists
like Stephen Olney an d George Th urber , Peckham
studied the flora of his native state, produ cing a
collect ion of botani cal drawings which rem ain today
as fresh an d br ight as the flowers th e artis t observed
firsthand.

A desc riptive article of this sort cannot hope to mor e
than touch on h igh poi n ts of a co llection that n umbers
approximately four hundred paintings. Taken as a
whole, it contains some remar kably fine examples of
colonial and nineteenth-century American painting,
and rnanv paintings of his torical importance. But it

~-~
.4_ "-";" ~'-7 ""' .

would be wrong to ~u~e~1 tha t the overall level oi
quuluv is consiste ntly high

When Thomas k tfer~lln rem arked on the p repos ter
ousness ami expense of co llec tin g and ~tudy i ng

"painting" in 17KK, li ttle did he rea lize the extent to
wh ich institutions and pr ivat e collectors woulf vie for
the spoils oi art. That his rem arks late r pro ved to be
fallacious is nOI surprising. At different points in
nme and in their ow n history, institutions have come
to recognize the value 0/ paintings as historical
documents and as works of art.





53

" Fo rtunes to be Acquired" -
Textiles in 18th-Century Rhode Island

In the Joh n Brown House, headquarters of th e Rhode
Island Historica l Societ y, a remarkable collectio n of

family text iles is preserved Rcpresentanve of im ported
tu rmshmg fabri cs an: stout wo rsteds. handsome
co ppe rpla te prmn-d cot to ns, and br ill iant Indi an and
Chinese painted tabrtcs wh ich th e Brown family and
other successful eighteent h -centu ry Rhode Island

m erchants brought, along with a wide va riety of other
me rchandise, to Providen ce. I Here we shall examine
the manner in which trade was conducted and how

Roods were mercha ndised . Str ange textile terms will be
define d and some indication of their use suggested.
Since bed cu rta ins among these textiles were probably
fash ioned by pro fessional upholsterers or at least by
skillful seams tresses . th e craft of th e eighteenth
cent ury up holsterer will he exa mi ned with evidence
gleaned largely trom newspaper advertis emen ts.

Surviving corres pon dence 01 Providen ce and
Newport merchan ts can be divided into two parts
len crs to an d from shopkeepers and merchants in other
co astal cities and ncighbonng inlan d towns and letters
fro m English agents to Rhode Islan d merchants.
In terwoven among these papers are threads of hi story
recounted h om a very personal vie wpoint. Writing from
Bristol , England , on March I , 1766 , Heory C ruger l r.

informed Aaron Lopez, Newport merchant, of the
repeal of th e Stamp Act " which never wou 'd ha v·e come
to pass had it not heen for the Merchan ts and
Ma nufactu rers o f England," O f condit ions in Bristol
pri or 10 repeal he added : " T rade here was totally
stagnated : not one American Merchant gav e out a
single Order for Goods, o n purpose to compell all

" Red and whit t', lind hlul' ,mil wi llte iurmturc cahcu e l,
wuh [arm hou,\e'" w ere oftt'rell HI 1774m HI1/',~ Reddy
Monev Vllrlc tv \ rore rn KinK Str.'t" mow .'1t1r1h M aw ),
Provide nce Thr, panvm ,·tl/led "Country V,lIage" i ... pari 01
a set 0' bed han,(mJ:~. The tex tile Wtl, cop papltltc, prJnted
In blue a t Btomlc}' HtlIl, 17R(J.90

by Florence M . Montgomery·

Man ufa ct urers to engage with us in pet itioning
Par lia men t for a Repea l of the Stamp Act , by wh ich
thousands were OUI of employ, and in a sta rving
conditio n ,''1

Patterns of trade were first established at Newport.
Unlike merch ants in larger cities of Boston , New York,
and Phi ladelph ia trading directly with agents in
London, Rhode Island me rchants foun d it necessary to
n avel more circu itous rou tes, frequently calling at
several ports to exchange ca rgoes, To ob ta in cash to
purch ase English manufactured hardware and
dry good s, they sough t to supply the West Ind ies w-ith
lum ber , food sm ffs, Surinam horses, candl es, and much
else, T hey also shipped to pons all along the Eastern
seabo ard ,

From a su rvey of Brow n papers at th e loh n Carte r
Brown Library an d the Rhod e Island Historical Society,
an d from seco ndary sources like Gertrude Selwyn
Kim ball 's Pro vidence in Co lon ial Timt'Sand the more
recent BlClwm of Providence Plantations by lames B,
Hedges, one gains the very strong impression that the
Brow ns .....ere excelle nt bu sin essmen, T hey turned their
attention 10 large enterp rises bu t did no t overlook small
ones . Perhaps newspaper advemsemen ts mos t cle arly
pi ct ure their dive rse shi pping, sho pkeeping, and manu
fact unng act ivities.

Thei r ships sailed for th e mos t part 10 th e West
Indies and along th e Atl anti c coast from Newfoundland
10 Nantucket and south to Cha rleston. On April 27 ,

1765, they an nounced in the Providence Gazette:
T he sloup Four Broth ers [N icholas, Joseph , fohn.

Moses] is now fitting for Philadelphia. and will sail by

' Fotrncrlv J ~, i S [ Jnt curator of Icni!cs a t th e Hc nrv Francis
du Pon t \ ....mtcr thur vt useu m . .\lIs ,"Ionl l:"m"f\ ha s
W[inl'n numl'r"u' afl idl' , I", Anll(jllC, and other
r l' !Int!icab shc IS th e ;lutl1<'1 " f /' rrn[ed Tnllh', En,dJ,h
<1/1/1 Amcrlc',I /l C"U" T!.' oI n d /.i/ll'/I ' 17()()· /R:i(l
[N ew York, 19701.

Th ese n-xnlcs .ne discussed in the aut hor 's " Furn i, h in/:
tt:X ti lc, J t thc john Brow n II 11 U' ''', Providence. Rhode
lvland " Anl/"Ut" 101 3 1 ~1a rch 197.'.) 4% ·501 Except :I S

noted. thn, c rllu-arared here are J:iit~ 01 ~1r Norman
Herresho tf to Th e Rhode leland Hrstcmcal ScxICI)',

1 Commerce or Rhudi' IIJtlnd, v 1, 17.'.6· 171.\ IColltl'tinn.'
.\ Iu\"rchtl\(f/.\ HI.\[(lTIcal Svt.lI'IY, SCT.7, V, 9. 19 1.\1 14"
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the 15th of May next withoul fail . . . All Person s who
may want to freigh t in said Sloo p, are desired to appl y
ro N ich olas Brown cJ Co.. bein g the Own ers o f said
Sloo p . . . and they may agree on reasonable T erms.

In 1769 th e Four Brorheu lay at the wharf of
Nicholas Brown & Co. loaded with "Choice Virgin ia
Sweet Potatoes" to be sold on board "c heap for Cash."
On June 16, 1770, they offered "T ar, Turpentine , Pitch,
Rozm, Oil 01 Turpentine, Carolina Pork , Hogs, Lard,
Duck, Ticklenburgh , Wool and Co tton Cards, Cod and
Mackerel Lines." At the end of that year th ey "Wanted
Imm ediately a Quantity of good square-edg'd
Oak Boards,"

That the Browns establis hed Hope Furnace for the
manufacture of pig iro n and were highly successfu l in
the manufacture of spermaceti candles, two commodi
ties much in demand for expo rt, is well kn own. During
the Revolution they bu ilt and manned privateers to
sail against th e ene my. But some of th eir small enter
prises, covenng a wide vari ety of skills, are also of
in terest. On Decemb er 2, 1769, they sought nailmakers
for an an cillary manufacture to th eir ironworks :
Wanted - A number 01 expert Nail Makeu . to work
on Hne, or on the Lry. COdI to be found gm/ is, an d th e
RaJ.... lO be ~upplJed. and pO/d 101 tn Nails. T here bemg
a great quanm y ofCoal ~ui lable for I I Nail ManuiaclOry
at the Furnace Hnpe. Ilhout 12 M iles from Providence,
a number of W orkm en might be u~efu/ly and cd vcn
tageou~ ly employed. Ap ply 10 N ic:holas Brown ol Co.
in Provid ence, or Ruius Hopkins at Said Furnace in
Sci tua te.

Late in th e century when American textile manufac
tures were in their infan cy, the Browns were among the
nrst to und ertake weaving on a commercial basis.
On May 7,1791 , they advertised in the Gazette, hopi ng
to "encourage the Manufactures of the ir Country"
Co tton Manufll t:/()r y. T o be ,o ld hy Almy and Brown al
their SlOre, a Variety of Culto n Goods. manuiacnued in
this Town. among which are Cm d$ o f Variou s Sort$,
rib and plain T hirksr:tb, Stockinet. rib and plain
Denim . leans. Leanets, Fustians, e tc. ole. Also . Cotton
Yarn of venous Sizes. spun by Water .

On June 25, 1791, noti ce was given that the
"Rope-walk Conce rn" in wh ich the Browns had an

Interest would be "ditlcrcntlv arr anged" This referred
to the long sheds or open-ai r enclosure, oft en 9fX) feet or
more in length , where rope was twisted . Brown and
Francis had an In terest in a glassworks for wh ich in
January 1796 th ey sought a forema n ,

Following esta blishment of th e Providence Gaze tte
in 1762, mer chants and shopkeepers were qu ick to
advertise in th is four-page weekly and from their
advert isements additional facts arc learned abou t
Providen ce trad ing. On November 6 lames Green
offered for sale tWOcategories of manufactured goods of
great est rmponance to the colony of Rhode Island and,
indeed, to all th e Amenc.an colonies - drygoods and
hardware :
A large and complete A\sonmenr 0; Biaziery and
Cutlery WaTf~\. with every other kind of Goods made in
Bra\s. Sted. Iron , Pewte r. ezc. AI.so. a very large
Assorrmem of EngJj~h Plece Good~ at every kind that
can be made use of.

M OM oi these goods, sh ipped tw ice a year from the
largest British po ns, London and Bristol, gene rally
arriv ed in Apn l and October. Wealthier mer chants
wit h larger int erests like th e Browns sold smaller lots of
good s to shopkeepers at an advance of 60 per cent on
E.nglish piece goods; 66 ¥.J on stationers' wares ; and
73 Y2 on hardware.J On March 2~, 176-1, Capt. Aborn
arrived on the Elizdbf!t h from Liverpool and Capt. FeU
on the Newhope from London . Peleg Thurston & Sons,
at their store on Thurston 's wharf in Newport , offered
me rchandise from th ese ships "wholesale, cheap for
cash ." The fnllowing week Daniel Marsh advertised
goods from these vessels in Providence .

In April 1772 competit ion among shopkeeper s ran
high . John Brown imported spring assonmcms of goods
on the ship Providen ce and on the snow Tristram which
also carried merchandise for his bro the rs, Nicholas
Brown &. Co, Th urber &. Cahoon, Thompson & Arn old,
Joseph &. William Russell , and Iabca Bowen, all lead ing
shopkeepe rs, also received goods on these ships or
bought some of the cargo for resale.

Two grou ps of cu stomers were solicited by shop
keepers - townspeople who wou ld pu rchase household
linens, doth in,!; material s, and groceries, or COUntry
merchants in "neighboring towns of Rhode-Island

J Leiter trom :-..l icholas Brow" ~ Co. to Cart, Solomon
Owens. Nov 9, 1771. John Cuter Brown Library,
Provid ence.
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Colony, Cn nnecncu t, and the Massachuset ts Bay."
James Brown and Benoni Pear ce advertised together on
May 23, 1707, th at " th eir Customers comi ng fro m th e
Westward , may save both Time and Shoe-Leather by

calli ng at th eir afores aid Sho ps; and those on the othe r
Side ..... ill be well paid ior crossing the Pavements, and

be kindly received and w ell u sed ," Nicholas Brow n &
Co. (O ctobe r 19, 17711 assured bo th " Town an d
Coun try Shop-Keepers" that they co uld " depe nd on
bei ng su pplied on as Advantageous Terms as by any
other Im porte rs in New Englan d and may depe nd upon

their Orders being executed in th e best Manner." On
Octobe r 21 , 1791 , Brow n & Francis (John Bro w n and his
son-i n- law john Francis) descri bed the msel ves as being

the "ungmalIrnporters" an d wish ed "to encou rage the
Inhabitants of th is Stolte, an d th eir Neighbo urs of
Massach usett s , Connecticu t and Vermont, to freq uent

th e TIlw n 01 Providence so much near er an d [more]
convenient than N e..... -York or Bost on."

Follo wing centu ries-o ld cus to m that started wh en
m any peop le co u ld not read , Provi den ce sho ps were

dcsignan-d by signboa rds. James Green's shop was at
the sign of the Eleph an t an d Will iam Ch ace had a
desi rable location " n ext door to the Sign of Sha ke

speare's Head : ' the printing othce. O ther shops were
n amed the Golden Eagle , th e G reyhou nd, the Brazen
lion, the Ar m an d Bee-Hi ve, the Fish and fry ing Pan,

th e Padl ock , the Sp inni ng Wheel , an d th e Go lde n Reel.
A succession of ow ners occ upied the sh ops kn ow n as
the Bun ch o f G rapes and the Su lta n's Head.

In keeping with their shop signs . some storekeepers
included eye-catch ing cuts in thei r ne wspaper advcr
uscmerus such as H ill 's big elephant of March 26, 1774 .

O mamcmal bo rders an d a varie ty of type sizes lent
emphasis. It would he interes ting to kn ow ho..... the
prin ter fixed h is cha rges ; often th e same adv erti sement
of a q uarte r page or fu ll co lumn ran in three or fou r
consecutive Issues and then ap peared for ano the r .....eek

or two in much shortened for m. O ne of the fe..... full
page advertisemen ts noted was rha r of Joseph &.

Will iam Russell, November I ~ , 1767, w h en th ey

informed "T ow n and Co untry that William Russell is
iust arrived fro m London , and ha s brought ove r with

hi m a larg e, ne at and compleat Assortment of English,



56 n XTlUS

India, and Hard-Ware Goods, suited to this Place,
which he purchased from the first Hands in England."

On December 3 of that year, no less than ten shop
owners advertised gen eral assortments of " English
Hard-Ware and Piece Goods," Typical is Ebenezer
Thompson's claim that he had " just imported in the
very last Vessels frum England, a most elegant,
Compleat and Universal Assortment of European and
East -India Goods."

Extravagant claims were ma de by adv ertisers who
described their goods as " n ecessary, useful and orna 
mental, " " fresh and neat," "large and curious," or " n ot
usually imported into this town." Since goods arrived
at least tw ice a year, th ey wer e " suitable for all Seasons,
hut more particularly for th e Summer," or the
"approach ing Seasons."

The Russells described how the trade was conducted
when they stated April 18, 1772 , that their goods " were
purchased for them at the different Manufactories in
England at th e very lowest Pr ices by th e best
Merchants in London ."

Ch aracteristic of such n egotiation s is th e correspond
encc between Nicholas Brown & Co . and a Lond on
textil e printing firm , Engli sh merchants took pride ill
sh ipping good qu al ity merchandise to their American
customers and, especially with new clients, were careful
to explain th e necessity of placing orders for the next
season long in advance. The terms agreed upon were
for a generous twelv e months' credit with bills of
exchange di scounted at five per cent for earlier
payment.

In the fall of 1770 Thomas Ch arles Williams, " con
ne cted with the House of Messrs. Thomas Williams
and Company of Annapolis in Maryland and with the
House of Messrs. Williams, Bellamy, and Williams of
London in the printed Calltco Manufacture way ,"
called on the Browns in Providence bearing a letter
from Henry lloyd, their chief agent in Boston .
Williams submitted patterns of printed textiles
available from the parent firm , and the brothers
selected a long list .

The following February, Williams and Bellamy
acknowledged the "Order for Sundry Prints which we
expect to forward per the first Ship that sails next
Month," despite the fact that they had " sh ipped in the

Fall all th e Printed Callicoes we then had , and hav e
been lately Printing large quantities of Calico es we
bough t at th e East India Sale in November last , but
they ar c not yet finished. " They added : " We ar c
extremely obliged to you fo r maki ng a tr ial with our
House and sh all send you such Patterns and Cloths as
we hope wiH induce you to favor us with a more
considerable Orde r in the Summer. " O n April 16 , 1771,
they explained that
not k,s than Six Months is absol ulely necessary for us
to have your orde rs before rhey are to be ship·d. a.1 th e
India Sales are bill twice a year, at which times we m ust
bu y the CiIJicoes. and it takes seve ral Mon ths to print
th em afterwards, Goods thm yo u expecr to be ship"d
he re in February. tis absohuelv necessa ry (or us to have
the Orders for by lvnc at ianrieu, as we can scarce do
anythin.l( in the W in ter, L1nIe." you leave the I'lltterns
to our choice. and which in many respects would be
better, A.s you have the PMtern, {samples! there. you
will be capable of giVIng good di rections 11\ to the ,mrt
of work and fhe kmd of ['alt ern ,s tho ugh no r contined
exactly to the same,

Wr iting from New York un July 25 Thomas Williams
urg ed t he Browns to reorder an d explain ed why their
printed textiles would be of superior quality: " Wou ld
further Observe that the goods now expected are all
fast Colours. Most of the single and tw o colour that was
ship'd to Boston this year have been nothing more than
a Logwood Die and will come Clean OUt with on e or
tWO washings." Perhaps not cntirely sur e of these new
customers' tastes, nor of what they were prepared to

pay , he added ; " But shou ld you in future prefer the
Logwood Dies on account of their coming tw o or three
sh ill ings cheaper, please to Distinguish it on your
Order and th ey will conic, as shall print an Assortment
of that Vile Work this Summer. "

ln February 1772, the London firm , disappuinted at
not recei ving an order, again defended their goods,
th eir pri ces, and th e promptness of their shipments. By
th is time they earnestly hoped that they would be
entrusted with th e selection of new patterns for the
Hrowns, a plan wh ich had given "entire satisfaction" to
" several very Con siderable Houses" ;
W hat we meant lind expressed alJOu t sen ding Orders in

tu ne was. If you con fined us to punicular Pattern s, as in
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ca,,' we had nor them by us, we mU.H waif seve ral
months for printing them oeicre they could be shipped

But Ii you m iunue mention the ,\01t5 of work you
want and leave the Choice or Patterns to us we shall be
able Of the flhf opportuniry to forward vour Good.~.and

wlJ1.~cnd you new PatleIll.~and good Cloth and Work.
0, the large quanti ty of eighty-one pieces of printed

texti les in their initi al order, most were printed in tWO
co lors, or shades, such as red or purple, for wh ich the
strength of the mordant was increased to produce a
second deeper shade in the madder bat h , All were
orde red by number, apparently following the sam ples
brough t by Th omas Williams. Intrigui ng descri ptions,
tun bnc f for ide ntification. include " D amask Groun d
Chinn," " French Chi nrs." and "T h ree Collours Fan cy
Groun d," Copperplate printed textiles in rhc cus tomary
co lors of blu e, red, and purple were specified as
" Fu rn itu res," and there were also "2 pieces Copperp late
Blues on Linen 2/4 # 1929, Two Co lours Furniture,
a Large Full Pattern" Like many other merchants'
orde rs, this one called for an am az ing quanrity of
ha ndkerchiefs; th e total order amou n ted 10 41 dozen,
.t nu m ber pe rha ps partially explai ned by the fac t that
nine dozen of them were list ed as "Table" h and ker
chiefs, possi bly indicati ng that they were in te nde d to
be sold for iableclmhs.'

As nuthned by lames Hedges. sharp changes in trade
were caused by the Revolution ary War and the
blockade o f Ne wport ha rbo r. D u ring this period when
the Browns were co nducting m uch o f their business
fro m Nantucket Island, they attem pted to estab lish
trade wuh Pran ce, Holland, Ireland, Sweden, Germany,
Russia . and othe r n ations. However, for many reasons
th e new relationships wer e unsati sfactory . Edwa rd
Forbes in Dublin, although desirous of receiving orders
and p repared to supply " Goods ma de as in Mu nc hes
tcr,' includi ng morccns an d wo rsted and silk goods,
"Li nnens ... riva l'd by none," checks, cott on goods,
blanket s, coatings, erc., cou ld not grant rhe favorable
credit terms to which Christopher C ham plin, a
Newport merchant, had been accu stomed . Forbes
wrote on April 10, 1784 :
One great & Il to our enlargeing our T rade wilh you.
is ou r Poverty in nor being able to give the long C redits
tbe AI<Jnur<Jcturcrs do in England. Here, howevc r. lhe

~ Ccnespundence between :-';lch01.:l~ Brown &. Co, and
Wilham~. Betlamv and wdliams. L ondon . and T ho mas
Willi ams. New York. John Carter Brown Lihrary.

.5 Cmnllll.'TCt' of Rhode tstand. 19ft

pric~ are p roporrio nateIy low, and for lC1:ldy money
there i.\ a discount for 2. 4 and 6 months give n af the
rate of 6 per Ct. pet annum ."s

In france much the same sto ry was true r Ale xander
Keith , "an old es tablished Mer chant" in Nantes,
sought Ch am plin's orders in 1784:

I conrine myself entirely to the co mmission branch and
have made it an invariable rule to ship no goods for any
quarter unlcH with Fun ds m hands enher in Ccnogn
menes. good bills. or a confi rmed cl edi, On one of the
principa l ctnes in Europe . The considerable co ncern
I hold in one of th e prin cipal CaWco an d Ch intz
Marlufactures of th is City en ables m e to serve you with
th at esser uial article for you r market in a manner
re,~pecting pa tt erns, tast e. stu ff and price much superior
to most O!h er,~ . being intimately acquainted with what
is su itab le for your Consumption ,6

From Hamburg Caspa r Voght & Co. offered
C ham plin " choice Chintz and Calicoes" o f which they
said: " we ch ange our patterns here every six months,

and great pains are taken allways 10 bring them 10

greate r per fecuon ... We shall be very happy to see you
become a large C ustomer for th is co m mod ity, as ou r
Manu fact ures do exceedi ngly well and are the cheapest
in Euro pe . bu t even for that same reason they [th e
text ile printers] ca n not and do not give long Credits
and m ust be pa id ready M oney ur in 4 weeks nme."

For eign languages .....ere tr oublesome ; Jonathan
Williams found the French
not on ly ignorant of the Taue in pa tte rns. and the
qualifY of the Goodsthal5uits ou r Countrymen. but all
the Dictionaries in the World cou ld not lram late th e
na mes of the goods orde red. Order a French M crch ant
to sh ip a piece of Book Muslin and he would endeavor
to find <J piece of M ouse/in e de Livre. bu t no Manufac
tu ter in Europe would be able to fU tIJ i,~ h him . and he
would wn te in answer lhat it was nor /0 be found.
unle.H some Americllll were to tcllllim lh at a piece o f
Good,1called mugan di answers to Book MuslJ1l . except
in the folding it .s

As soo n as " th e late unnatural War" was over and
" the Intercourse between G reat Brita in and America
bei ng now qu ill' open" English merch ants again made
ove rt u res for American merchants' favo rs. Agreeable
though il w as for Americans to deal once again with

b Commerce vi Rhod,. Idand. l.H.
7 COIIJmnre of Rhode /lJ.md. 256,
R lames B, Hedges, Brown.~ of Providence t'tosuouons:

Colomal Ye<ln [Cambridge, Mass., 19521ill.

•
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famili ar people alo ng well-established lines, it was

tr ade with the Orien t which must have been excit ing.
The Empress of Ch ina, tirst Uni ted States sh ip to sail 10

Canton , emba rked from New York ; th ree years la te r,

January 13, 178(;, John Brown dispatched the General
Wa.\h in ,;!Un on an eighteen-mon th voyage to Canton,

with cargoes exchanged at seve ral po rts en rou te .
Recom mendations for future trading by Colonel Ward ,
the superca rgo, were explicit and help ful :
Ar Madra~ Ih ey may contract fo r Book Mu slin . at
Coringo for lon g Ciorh s. at Calcurta for Mildins,

CaJ1ict:>e\. 8engaul s, Romah. &IndannOt's, ezc.. at
Pondicherry for blue Clo ths, coa rse Handkerchiefs and
.,"",'lca nees . .. VeHe1.~ arriv in,; late, nOI on ly have a bad
m arKf" r in which 10 ~eII, bu t mu st buy goods. which are
th e leavings of th e Ea.H India Com pan y.9

Details for trade with "Marseilles. Barcelona, Canton ,

Manilla , India in General, Bengal , leghorn, Triest e,
Rio de laneiro, th e Rive r Plate, Salv ador, and
Pernambuco" arc given in a remarkable Trader's Book,

ke pt hen..-een 1797 and IHQ<), whose au thor desc ribes
types 0/ goods pre/erred in each m arke t and lists

articles wh ich will sell profitably at hom e. " With
rega rd to the various exports irorn Canton to th e
Un ited Sta tes" he notes :

O f "ilK good~, the bes t are, Ssrrms o f J8 yds in a peice
do of 3D ..

LUlsrin gs of 18 ..
an d the Colou u oughllO be Black. While, Cinnomon.
Brown do\'e, Drabs, Silver ,;rey , fawn , 0 ) light Blue,
tor th e Sauin.~ ; 8U1lhe greatest Black.
Of Lu ,~rrin~ Black , Cinnamons. Browns. Dove. Drabs .
Sil ver Grey, Faw n , Alulberty. Plumb, Flea jpucej. 0 )

other Dark co lou rs. with but lillIe \Vh ite, oJ a large
prorortion of Black.

The author recommends the purchase of teas,
umbrellas. [anv , sewing silks which " will do bes t in

small ske llls." and blue Nankeen which "ough t to be
fine , and (II a navy blue ." He lis ts prices cu rrent at
Canton , speci fics Ices ex acted by me rchants and
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governmen t ofl iciab, and details th e co'>t 01 renting
Iumnure for the trading season. More im porr aru th an
the very complete dcscnpuons of goods. however, arc
ove r thirty small s.....arches ot various French and
italian tex ti les pasred into the hook where they han
remained to t his Jay bright and cle an.'?

Ne.....spapcr advcmvcmcrns qu ickly reflected Eastern
ir.idc wn h list in gs III ~()oJs. On M ay II, 17'JO, " A Large
Vendue - at Hoppi n and Sno w's Au ction-office ,"
Providence, included :
A hlTge qucnnty of Indian Gooth ,ji rcc!ly f rom

C(llculta /the Capif<J/IJ( Bengl11) comi.~fing of as great tl

Variet.v a, has ever been ,old at any Vendue in New

Enx/and, among whll"h ate - primed Calicoes and
Chintzes, 01 every Kmd. ,\lu.'i1im und j\1uslin Handk er

chlei~ or all Scns . long Cloths, of diffe ren t Q uali ties.
atul many other Cotton Clmhs which from their
J)urabJlity have been found very profitable for family

Use, either in Shuung or Sheering Also, Bandana

and Pulicat SIlk Handkercbiets. Persians, Taffetas.
Gl1IYlUm.~, Dor('IlS, Baitas with many other NEW
GOO[)$ whICh wuuld nOI be generally known by th eir

Na mes.
Elias Hasker Derby, one of the rich est merchants in

Am er ica , advertised in the l'rovidence Ccacne.
February 20, 1791, hi s " India Sales at Sale m." Th e long
list includes comment on the usc for which some of the
arrange-sounding texti les were sui table. From Bengal
came "Banav, Sannas. and Cassas - w b ue Cloths
proper for Shi rnng and Sheeting; Du ress. or striped
Muslins; Du rca Chintz. or painted. striped D itto;
Chin tz, a great Variety; Stri ped Cottons .." From
Madras ca me "G inghams. Blue Co u on H andkerchiefs ;
Lon g Cloths of a supe rior Qualit y. su itable for Shining ;
Madras Pa tch es, beautifully figured , Ca m bovs. or bl ue
and white striped Cottons; Moreas, or plain wh ite
C loths; Madras Cam bricks . , ."

Brown , Benson and lves (successors to N icholas
Brown & Co.) im ported in the Rising Sun in 1793 a
representative cargo of the exotic wares avail able from
China, mcludmg tea, porcelain, lacquer, suga r, spices,
and silk tex tiles such as satnns, lures trings, pcrsi ans,
and taffetas. Cargo aboard th e lohn /cJY 117961 included
"Bohea Tea China Ware, consisting of Din ing Sets,
TeJ Sets, Cups and Saucers, sec. An Asso rtment of

Brlxhl .~wl1 lche.\ o f French IlIld ItlllulJJ texlllt'.~ i/lll.,ua le
the lmpilrt lind export recommendatIOn!; of a T rI1Jer·.1 Book.
kept hetween 1797 and /809.

eema mOllf 0; an indian p<lllludand re,jlt·d\'c,1 cotton
p<lI<lmpore brou~t to Provldenc" pWNbly HI the /<151 hall
"t the 18th century.

•

•

Lacquer ed Ware , Nankeen s. wid e an d narrow, of th e
best Kind , an d a ie w Boxes of well assorted Silks"

The pnwerlul uni on of merch ants at Ca n to n called
the Cohodng. exac ted exorbit ant and nu merous tees
wh ich were grea tly resented by Amencan me rcha nts
who constantly loo ked ior othe r po rts al which to trade.
An editorial in the Providence Cezcrre. September 13,
179-$. discussed the
ADVANTAGES of Opening a TRADE 10 lAPAN
No Trait of the Ame rican character ha.~ been more

conspicuous than the spHi t o( Advl.'nture which has
appeared in our mc rchcnts and mc rmrrv xmcc the
e~ta/Jlish men r of our Independen ce. Of Ihll, besides the
numerous V(JYllge.~ 10 India and C hina, by the common

rou te. the Trac k of die Alliance roun d lh e -ou them
ext remity of New HoI/and , and thar of the (kllumbia
round rhe globe. lIre incon te.~tibIe demOnstraliom.
Ilerhap~no ~p('cie~ of traffic has promi~eJ more
Iuc nnrve advantcJgc~ than the iur-uade from the

n01lh·we.~terncoast of 1\"ollh-Aml.'fICa and the adiaceru
i.dand~. aclOS~ the IJacific Ocean to China.

'J william B. w ccdcn . " Early Drienta l Com merce in
providence." Procc('dJll,1:1 M<lssachull' fB HI.ltol iclll
.\I!ci<·ly. ser. 3, v. 1 IJ<}(J7-1908l B 7.

10 RIHS Library.
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The ch arac ter of the Bro n family, and perhaps

especiall y that of lohn Bro n , is sum med up in th is
editorial, for it has been suggested that th e reason he
wer ninto busin ess for hi m self in 177 1 wa~ because th e

risks he was will ing to take and the en terprises of w hlch
he dr eam ed were greate r an d more da ring th an his
th ree brothers coul d allo..... But bo ldness brought
success. and several times lohn Brow n .....as first .....ith a
vent ur e w hich later became standard for com merce
or manufacture .

As a result of trade with Euro pe and later with the
East . m illions of ya rds of textiles wer e bro ug ht to
Am erica each year. M any of th em were used for to....-els,
and bed and table linen ; in th is group fall Ir ish

Holl and s, oz nabrigs, tie kle nburgs , thickseu s. fustian,
sheet in g, do wlas , shi ning checks, Russia di apers, bed

ticks. e tc . Th ere is scarcely an end to the men's and
women 's clo th ing ma ter ials in wool, COIlOn , silk, and

mixed fabrics w hich came to Prov iden ce and ot he r
po rts. As a single exam ple of the varie ty , in June 1771
"an Assortment of pla in, f1ow cred. net ted , sprigged ,
st riped. spo rted, and open-work Lawn for Ap rons" was

imported . lust .....hat percentage of textiles was used for
these purp oses is not kn ow n . but it was probably m uch

larger than the amoun t used lor bed and window
cu rtains. slip-cove rs, and upholstery . Neverthe less,
these fu rnishi ng fabrics, so rarely found today, are of
grea t intere st to anyo n e concerned w it h h istoric houses

and museum period roo m s. From th e fe..... sets and
parti al SCtS of curt ains which survi ve, one can see th at
many we re professionally made , and the same is true of
mos t o riginal upholstery found on anti que furn itu re .

If a leu er book or account book of a Rhod e Island

upholsterer .....ere to be found . much could be learned
ahou t the business. In the absence o f such doc u m en tary
inform ati on , I read the ProVIdence Ccz crtc from 1762 ,
first year oi its publication, through 18()(l in the hope of

fin din g upholst er ers' ad vertisements and Ilf learning
about th e craft and the mat erial s used Although this
sea rch was di sappoint ing. from up ho lste re rs' advertise

m en ts in othe r co astal cities one can lea rn the sty les of
bed and window curtains which th ey wer e prep ar ed to

execu te. O ne sees immedi ately that fu rnishing fab rics
o ffered by upholsterers corresponded to the imports of
m erchants. H yns, or Hynm er , T aylor , Ph iladelphia

I I All Philadelphia newspapers cued hom Alfred Coxe
Pnme. Ar ts and Cral l'> 10 Ph Iladelph ia, M<lry/.:md. and
South Carolma, Gleani ngs from Newspapers (To psfield.
Ma» .•set. I, 1721-1 785, 1929; ser. 2, 17S6-I800, 19.121.

12 John Williams and Robert Stevens, both of Newport.

upholst erer . adve rtising in the Penn.,yh'.mid Journal.
Jan uary 19, 17W, offered fOTsale:
A [c w prcces of the most elegant chintz, both fO l firm
ne~, anll Ilchnc~ uf pattern, thai has been rm po Hed

mro tim t'UunfIY, a mperfinc blue and whue cotton
cuppa rlah' lurniru re panem .'1'1 of bed curtcms. wit h
every arucie compleat, to fit a larKe _'IZl:' lour pos t

bed.Head; 1w0 large Window curtain_~, to draw In
draray o( the ,arne pauem, a piJInled tou r post
bcd.ste<"l. wnh calico furnitu re fringed. and made !O

Jraw in drapery, with cornices: a white colton
Mancho/cr co unrcrpc n. 10 good condition. ll

On the handsome furni ture m ade by the Godd ards
an d To .....nsends lor m em bers of the Brown famil y, one

can be ce rtai n th at there was tas hiunublc, fine quality
up ho lstery work. Perhaps thi s was do ne in th e cabinet
m aker's shop by an em ployee , for few names of

u pho lstere rs arc rccorded.u O nl y one ad vertisement
was Iuu nd , dating from th e close of th e Rev olutionary
W ar , M ay H , 1783 .

Calen Gardner. Upholsterer. be~~ kuVl' to m form the
Public. Ihut he carries on hrs busine,~" 10 all irs
Branches, at the House 0/ Paul Tew, Esq., oppos ite Mr.
Samuel Young's. The Favors of the Public wrll be
grulefully ack nowle dged, and those who may please to

employ him may depend on having their O rders
executed in the best M ann er, and after the newe-s t
Fashiom . l l

There may be more than a lill ie sign ifican ce in the
fact tha t Jos iah Bumstead, an upholsterer and paper
stainer at 5.~ M arl borough St ree t , Bosto n , ad ve rt ised in
the Providen ce pa per of Apr il II , 1795 , 1~ The ques tio n

arises whether Providence customers we re ob liged at

this da te to rely on Boston shops for u pholstery work,
wall paper, and looking gla sses. From h is advert isem en t
wc learn of th e gen eral nature of h is bu siness,

com pa rable to that of an interi or decorator today.
He offered " a very exte ns ive Assortm ent of Paper
Han gmgs, both Fren ch and American M anufacture,
amon g w hich are some suitable lor Wainscot in g,

C h im ney Boards, Entries, &c ., wi th so me very elegant
Borders" In fu rn iture he h ad "a great Variety of gi lt

and mahogany framed Looking-Glass es," bedsteads ,
" Parlo u r and Chamber Chai rs, caw C ha irs, loll in g
Ditto, Ca rd-Tables, Dinin g-Tables, &.c." He ca rried

billed Isaac Senter for uphols tc tv work In 17R6 and 1796.
losl"l'h K O n. "R ecen t D iscovencs amODj; Rhode Isla nd
Cabmetma kers and The ir Work." Rhodl' Is/dnd HIs tory
zs I (Februa ry 19(9) II

13 Caleb Gardner billed a client "To making a Easy Ch air
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E..I,v chan with embrOJdered t1<1mt'-.~lJIch ccvennx. The
back II deco r<lltJ wrth <In/mak hud-s. and a pa.'tOlLlI scene
uf a .,htphtrd wHh hl~ flock. Benroth the uphohtery the
wooden frame I.' mscnbed ··Gardner, tunr. Ne...... r'(lff 1758' ·
recallmg the nulla 0/ C<lleb G,uJner, Vphohterer, m the
Oazen e, 1783.

COlIllUY M~lmpoJ".... .\-I ......lIm 01 All Am~",.... \\ In;c
VI, 1)1 -"l " I I,,"~~' II""

almost all "a rt icles in the Upholsterers Line," including

"Bedricks, Fea thers, Feather-Beds, Matue~~es, Fringes,
and Tassels." At the end of the advertisement he added:
" O rders for any Kind of Cabinet o r Hom e-Fu rn itu re

w ill be executed by the best Workmen and faithfu lly
attended to ,"

From th ese exam ples it ca n be see n that the business
of upholsterer alone could not su ppo rt th ese men of

varied talents nor fulfill therr ambition s As ....-e kn ow ,
th e most pr osperous colo n ials were merch an ts. and the

more enterprising upholsterers apparently desired a
shar e of th e profits which trade would bring

and Case 1-lfi-O" OIt, "Still ,'-l"le Not es on Rhode Island
Cubineunakers and AIIi<:d Crausmen." Rhode "'und
HI., ror}· 28 4 INo\·ember 1%91 117

14 Listed at rhrs address in Bm/fln Duutory. 1796.
1<; Benne . M Form an, "Urhan Aspt:'(:ls oi Mas~chusetls

One rea son for the lack of upholsterers ' adverusc

mems is found in Ebenezer Thompson 's n otice in the
Pro viden ce Gazelle, December 18, 1762, in which h e
lists London-made bed hangmgs :

8-4,9-4. and 10-4 ready made Ch in a and Lin cey Bed ,

double and th reeble Val1ens , made in London by the

best workmen : green and crim son Ha rrjteen .~ and
Chinas : Manche ster blue , yel low and green dleckt and
bed Furniture .

China, also spelled cheyney, wa s related 10 worsted

morccns and haratecns , some with moireed or watered
6nish and others stamped with a pattern by means of a
ho r metal roller. How these differed from " em bossed
se rge," listed in Providen ce in 1764 and 1786 , is not

clea r except that serge was generally a pan worsted,
twilled materia l. Hara tcc n, far sturd ier and less cos tly

than silk, was used for window curt ains in the
Presbyterian Meeting House in Providence wh ich in
March 17713, " was broken open. and robbed 01 a la rge
green h.uratccn curtain, belonging to the pulput
window ; also oi one green tammy and five red
barrateen cu rtai ns." Strong hri ght colors of red , blue,

yellow, an d gre en were fav or ed in these w orsrcds with

occasional refe rences DOled of crim son, scarlet and

pu rple .

ln Boston, the nea res t large city, at least 17
upholsterers ure known to ha ve worked before 1725,15
and as ea rly as 1713 Rupert Lo rd named hi mself
upholsterer in the Jan uary 4 issue of tho: Boxron N ews

Leuc r. Prior to th e Revolunon upholsterer s' advertise

m ent.. arc infrequent. but one in the Boston Gaurte.
dated Jun e 17, 1765, is typical:
/11\1 imported fwm London. and 10 be sold by John
Slmpkm.s" cnmson. green and yellow Hanateen s,
Cll<1llcys. Li nL'e }',\, Trimm ings of all 5011.<; , Qu ihs.

Cn unt erpiOl, Co vcrJid., and Hed/icks . Ruckrnm .

W!Jere m ay he hnd all Sort.1 of Curtains , Feath ers , Ea,<;y

Ctiai t». Cu-ducm-; or an y .IOTt of U pholste rers Work. l ~

For rhe mo st pan imported goods we re offered " at
PubJi ck Ven du e," o r auction, and a su rpris ing ly rich

an d va ried -clccuon wa s available. In 1715 a " Silk Bed
an d Cu shum -,"we re "lately arr ived from England ."
in J7J! "a nne ne w Silk Damask Quilt and Quilted

C us htons tlf the sa me," and in IHR " a Sar tin Coverled .
cu rio usly embroidered with gold Linccv for Curtains."

Fu rni tute in th e Late Sevent eenth Century," CtltlnlTy
Cal>mt"/work lind Simple Cuy Furmture. Wintenhllr
ClIni<'ren,( Rl'porf. 1969 ICh arlol1e5ville, YJ" 197014.

lfi All Boston nc..... spar ers cued from George Francis Dow ,
A rts and Craf t} In .\ Iew England , J704·1775. GJe<Jnmp
from &>.uon Nf ......spapeu [Topsfield. Mass., 1927).

c
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Del<1ll 01pink C<1!IIl l<lnClI 'Il/Hled pelll ~'o,Jl winch. wrth an
lidded border 0 ' ptam 1Il<./lnidl .l111"1 .Ietwd 11.\ <l covelle!.
Englllnd , 18tll a nru ry,

"iilks. ;11"' 3\'''' e xpensive. 31e rarclv mentioned but
sturdier woolen m.ncn.ils arc found in grc. n varictv.
Also in Bmwn th ere were " a Handsome Bedstead wi th
Calemtnco Cun.un.... Vallen ... , Tester &. Win dow
Curtains" in 1729 ; " a fashionable yellow Carnblc r Bcd
hn'd wnh Sancn , a great l'JW Ch ai r .md Window
Cunams, ... unable tor a Rnom , 3 FIeld Bed... read and Bed,
the covcnna J Blew Harra tccn " in 1735; and in th e
same vear " a Coach-head Bed ;IOU Bedstead wi th its
Cunuin ... and vallcnrs, &c . as it sta nds, being J hlew
China ." ln 17.U ";I yellow Moh air Bed lined with a
Persian (thi n silk ] of the same Colour, and six Ch airs of
the same M uh air, little th e worse for wea r" were to

he sold.
Str iped, checke red, tlnw crcd , ~ l 11 U plain cnlimancos

woven in a wide r;lnl:e of co lors arc known from
merch nnrs ' s.unple hooks, and Norwic h was the chief
town in England for then manu facture." Because they
were h igh ly I:la::ed thl'y were Ircqucn tlv u sed as
su bsti tutes ior shiny silk sat ins and brocades in ladies'

petticoats, and remnan ts were so ld for women 's shoes.
T hey were otfered in Providence as late as 1789 in

\7 SIX merchants' sample boob comarmng Norwich
wntsteds are in the [oseph Downs ManU!;CTi rt and
Microfilm Collecuoa. Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur
Museum . wmeerthur, Delaware.

black, Saxon green, d rub, claret, an d blue which,
however, may have been intended for dress goods.

Camblcrs. fine worsteds in tabby weave, finished
wit hout glaze, we re prod uced in so lid co lors or in
changeable weaves produced with warp threads oi one
color and weit of another Fine, plain, striped. an d
cross-barred ramblers came to Prov idence in 1762.

Handsome wors ted damasks, kno wn from a few
remaining examples and advcrused in Providence in
1762 and 1767, a re called "bed satuns" in several
pattern boo ks. SLOce they were woven on a comple x
dr aw loom, they were ptobablv more expensive than
sramped wools

More costly was "silk and worsted damask," a
combination fabric advertised by John Taylor of Ne w
York in I 76R, and Richard Kip of the same city in 17~

when he noted " rich yellow silk and worsted damask"
and " a soia, twelve chairs, and three window curtai ns
of sky-blue silk and worsted damask, stuffed. garnished
and iringed " l~ Remnants of a set of yellow silk and
wOhted hangings woven in a large fohare pattern are
round in the Morfan -Ladd House, Portsmouth , Ne w
Ham psh ire, and may bepa rt of the " Yellow Damask
Bed" lis teu in lame, M ulla n 's inventory oi 17611. 19

William Franklin, son of Deborah and Benja min ,
ordered from Lo ndon in 1765 "T h ree cu rtains o f Yellow
Silk an d w ors ted Da m ask. ' He specified " Each Curtain
tc be Three yards and a quarter long - to contain

Four brea dths of the Da mask - &. to be hu ng festoo n
fash ion .w Timothy Gold ing, a London uph olsterer ,
was tn make these curtains .....h ich were intended fo r
Frankl in 's dininl: room.

Among the course r wuols used for upholstery
purposes was baize, listed in Provi dence in 177S in a
varie ty oi hright co lors - red , hlu e, yellow , scarle t,
crirnsnn, and green " Irrapcrv and Co lche ster Baizes"
wer e sold by John W;Hd in 1790, al ong with an
unusually la rge va riety uf oth er wools : broadcloth,
For est cloths, coat ings, ...halhmnv, durants, morcens,
cah rnancocs, lasungs . and cam blc ts .

Toward the en d of the eigh tee n th century an
inc reasingly wide variety of washable materials is
no ticeable. Furn iture check." carne from Manchester in
lancash ire wh ich by mid-cent u ry had become the

III All ~el<' York nel<'~r.lrcr~ cued irom R Ita Suwwein
cone-man . At! , and Cl llfr., '" NI'W YOlk. Adwrtise·
mellh <./nd Ne....' 1r.' III \ 'rom Nf'l<' YfJTk Cuy ,-':( wspapers
(N ew York , v. I, 1726·\776, PHS ,,,' 1, 1777-1799, 19~1.
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Chml z , /l/nck-prm l,>J In mtlddrr color" pm/>tlb/y til fhe
Leven l'lmtrield In ' cotland ll/>nUI 1795. A trame mark wilh
the lell<'T.' P Y C.l <lnd numru-r 1 i\ vl.Ilhlc. Oil th., reverse
LlppedT til.' word, British Manufactory 37 <Jndlhe crowned

center of the cotton goods ind ustry in England.
In Boston " I Mohogony jour Post Bcdsted with Red
and white Furniture Check and 3 Window Curtains"
was sold in 1770.

Dimity, a white cotton material not unlike modem

seersucker. was widely used for simple bed han~ings;

nne would have found it especially suitable for summer.
" N arrow and wide striped Dimities" were otlercd by

Samuel Young In January 179-l.
Both India painted and resist-dyed cottons, ami

English block and copperplatcd printed fabrics were
imported in grent quantities and varieties. T o Pro vi
dence in 1773 on lohn Brown's ship Charlotte came

" Calicos, chintzes, and parches. best copperpl.nc
Curtain Furniture: ' and at Hill 's Ready Money Variety
Store " red and white, and hlue and white furniture

calicoes with farm houses" were offered in 1774 " M OM
bcaunful dark chintzes," a fashion olthe 1790s, were
lbted on November 23, 179,\, along with "a very

handsome Assortment of best Quality bright coloured

19 Ahhot! Lowell Cummings Bed HOIII/.IflJl.-' IBosrtln, 1%1l
Fi,i: 11.

cv pher 0 ' Gem;;!:.' //1. By ,,,w , ueh m,lrks were 't<lmp"d
III Ihe end n;<I pit'c,' 0; chmtz ,];;"IIIH'd for export 11 (I

drtlw/>ack was to ".' duimcd

Copperplate, or Furniture. of Excellent Figure s," At the
New Ch eap Shop, in December of that vear . one could
purchase " a beaut iful vanetv of red and white, and

purple and white Copperplate Fumtturc for Curtains."
In I N7 "dark Stripe Chuuzcs of the newest F,lshion,
light Jilin" came from London.

ThU'. the merchants conducted their buvincs..,

buvinx irom London and selli n g wholesale ru shop
keepers or at retail in their own shops. Despite great

risks , men like rhc Browns of Providence were
succc ....ful and were among those who undertook the
town '.. rcsponsibi Iities as it gn-w.

Ever-changing fa..hions brought the latest novelties

10 America, includmg nc w furn itu re srvles . Materials
for scaring furniture, beds. ....·indow curtains arrtl slip
cover.. were supplied bv upholsterer.. Fir..t apprenticed

and trained in london , here III America they a..sumed
more and more the wle oi interior decorators as their
clien ts prospered.

20 Pn m w l\ ·Ollltl ,\ IO,l:<I Zml' (" H I ' IOTI.' and RioXTllphy 35 ,4
IOu nher 1911 1.w{).

a
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De rlJjJ {ram 1Il1'IIlheuhip ,truncale- o f the Providence
A~_mCJallOn of MechQmc~ and Mllnll fa(l liren shows a stone
cuuer 01 wOIk and md,o;ales cr<ltL\ rcpre.<enl cd in the
organlzalJon,

\
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Rhode Island Housewrights, Shipwrights,
and Related Craftsmen

These listings were compiled for two reaso ns : first, as a
cross reference to vahd.ne the host oi new Rhode Island
cabinermaker-, who have recently come to light ; an d,
second, to indicate some 01 the men wh o bui lt an d
decorated th e houses dod ships we study today as part
ot our heritage , Fortunately very iew , if an y, of the
tcllowmg hou..cwrigh ls, carpenters, shipwrig hts and
other workers coincide with men previously co nsidered
Iumuure makers. They are , ho wever, important in

then own right and deserve more attention than th ey
have received in the past.

In the va rious crall descnpriuns use d in this art icle
there may be deviations trcm Ih05C given in such
sources as the Ox /ord EnglIsh DIctionary and the

English Dictionary of N Bailey [Lon don, 17591. While
first ge ne ration an d well-educated me n would probably
usc the " pro per" terminology in the Ne ..... Wor ld . th e
same ca nnot nccess.mlv be said for th eir descen dants,
proba te clerks, executors, tax assessors. me rchan ts, and
c rhe rs w hose records prov ide the so u rces for th ese
names. T he re were also regiona l diff eren ces in term
usage, and some men wo rked at more than on e trade
at a nme.

It is also diff icult to he sure, in Rhode Island, of the
met hod s by whi ch crnfta rucn were trained . T he guild
sys te m an d tr ade customs of rhei r own country were
cert ai nly in th e min ds ot first gene ration workers, but
one develops the feel ing th at later genera tions we re
cons ide ra bly mor e pragmn uc in their ap pro ach. T he
te rm or app rcn tlces h rp is usually the standard seve n
yea rs when forma l inde nt u res have been fou nd.

Housewrrgh ts bui lt houses an d ot her buildings. They
wor ked ..... ith their ha nds, but co u ld make plans , direct
and u rgunizc other worke rs, and bring to co mpletion a
concept or design previously chosen by patron or
owne r. The des ign co u ld be o riginated by th e h ouse
wrigh t, or worked our bet ween contracting pan ics, an d

"The Rhode Island HISlOriC.:l1 Sodel)"s president since
lanuary 1971 , ,\1r Dtt has researched and wriuen
exrensivelj- in thrs field Some of his published papers
are hsred at the end ot IhlS survey

by Joseph K. 011 °

would be draw n fro m printed sources, oral description s,
or copied or adapted from ex isti ng buildings, nearby or
far awa y. Hou sew nghrs ranged from men ca pable of
bui lding great chu rches and mansions 10 those wh ose
talents wer e limned 10 sim ple dwellings and
outbuildings.

The term " house carpenter" is less freque ntly
encountered. but seems to have been u sed synony
mously with "housewnghr " in most instances. Richar d
M unda y described hi mself as " house ca rpenter,"
ce rtai n ly an unders tatement 10 th ose who feci such a
craft merely meant a carpenter wh o worked on houses.

Carpenters ...-ere " workers in ...-ood." They made and
repaired sash , doo rs, hearths , sim ple fu rni ture and aU
sons o f odd Ihi ngs suc h as sho wer stalls, farm tmple
menrs and boo k shelves. Not only were they employed
to keep bu ildings in proper condinon, but they wou ld
wo rk un n ew buildings un der direction of a house
wrigh t, an d on ships und er direction or a shipwr igh t.
A distinction co uld be made between the ru ra l
ca rpenter, whose skills wer e used mor e broadly in a
wider range of protect s (as a wr igh t, lor instance) and
th e urban carpente r, whose work was mor e speci ali zed.

In a sense every workin g man was a ca rpenter; odd
jobs wer e part o f h is chores around house or farm.
This was particularly rhe case in th e seventeenth and
early eightee n th centuries. Ge ne rally speak ing, th ough,
a carpent er was more fam ilia r with tuol s than a day
laborer or ordina ry citizen, but far less soph isticated
both in techn ica l skill and ab ili ty 10 transform an idea
or design into an ac tual ob ject than a hou sewright ,
sh ipw righ t, or cabi n etmaker.

A com plica ting facto r in describing a carpen te r's
sta tus or skill leve l was th e n eed an d desire of me n to

kee p busy and employed. Thus specialists freq uen tly
di d qu ite o rdinary wor k when their talents were not in
usc for a speci fic house, sh ip, or piece of furniture.



Whil e lohn Banni ster had many ships built, and
regularly used th e same men fOT each phase of their
construc tion and outfimng. th ere was still a great deal
of time for these men to seek additional work as
carpenters or day laborers .

The term " joiner" is often encountered and its use
should be clarifi ed . Previous au tho rs have used it
synonymously with "cabinetmaker," and in Rhode
Island at least . thi s seems qu ite justified. Wh en a joiner
worked primarily on items othe r than furniture, the
term is usually qualified ; hen ce we see a few references
to "s hip joine r" and "house joiner,' instead of the
more normal "ship....-nght" and "housewright." The
term was becoming archaic in the eighteenth century,
bu t it perststed longer when used for cab ine tma kers.
"Shop joine r" was also used for those who made
furni ture , but this was rat her rare.

There arc some crafts that do not fit easily int o
categories. Thus, a "turne r" who tu rned wooden parts
on a lathe and a "carver" who carved woode n parts
decoratively served men who built houses, ships and
furniture as subcontractors. These specialists are not
included here <IS they have been treated in reference
books and standard sou rces as primari ly related to
cabinetmaking.

Three articles in the 1969 issues of Rhode Is/and
History and a fourth study in preparation list several
men among the cabinetmakers with the notation :
"... may be mo re of a carpenter than a ma ker." Th ese
men are not included here unl ess a reference has been
found that identifies their work with more exactness.

It has been stated that there were only twa brick
buildings in Newport in 1750, and only six at the
beginning of the Revolutionary War (Downing, 31 , 6 11_
The reasons arc somewhat unclear, but perhaps include
the preva lence of rather easily workable stone and a
sho rtage of clay, There was also a popular feeling that
brick buildings held moistu re an d, in a seaside town,
would be unhealthful as residences. It was probably
lack of experience with th is building material on a
broad scale that led John Stevens [very likely a mason,
as this family was famous in the field ) in 1760 to writ e
to lohn Frothingham of Charlestown, Massach usetts,
concerning fine points of masons' prieing policies.

Frothingham replied with a deta iled account of
"Masons' Rules of Work ," [page 781 that gives us
commo n pricing practices or "union rate s" in a craft
hitherto undocumented . It sho uld be noted thai
mason s' work included brick and stone as raw ma teri als,
and labo r on houses, walls, hearths, chimneys, even
including larhing and plastering. The jobs of a mason,
then, could ove rlap those of a bricklayer an d simila r
craftsmen. It would appear that at least some masons
were capable of building a house of brick and or stone
and could function as house wnghts. I would assume
they would require the services of the latter, or at least
carpenters, for th e needed wooden parts 01 the building.

Detailed as th e masons' rules are , they do not
app roach the elaboration of Rules for Hou~e·Carpemers
Work in the Town of Providence, printcd in 17% by
Carter and Wilkinson as a revision of the original rules
drawn up in 1750, and now in the collection of the
John Carter Brown library at Bro.....n University .
A similar copy, formerly in th e Society's lib rary , carried
the notauon " Property of Philip Allen bought of Abel
Allen 1813," and "Abel Allen .. Book." Allen's
act iviti es arc given in part in Ott 3 :116, beginning as
ea rly as 1792.

It is interesting to note in passing , these rules were
begun in 1750, a Providence cabinetmakers' price
agreement was made in 1756 IOn 2:49). a nd the
Charlestown masons' rules were in exis tence in 1760 .
In addition, an agreement to regu late the price of
spermaceti [Rhode Islanders were famous for their
candle trade] was signed by important Providence and
Newport merchants in 1761 [The xrcwns fJf Providence
Plantations . Colon ia.l Years, lam es B. Hedg es,
Cambridge, Mass., 1952, 95 Hi Richardson, 7RI. All
these agreements are within a twelve-year per iod. and
may represent a relatively sudden awareness of the
advantages of regulated ma rkets.

It is not the pur pose of th is account to ana lyze the se
trade practices in the seve ral colonies, but it is e mus tng
to not e that despit e the detailed work descriptions
disagreements could still occur, and the expenses of
extra work needed to rem ove a hill when paving a
street, for instance - the masons' rules - would still
have to go befo re the committee. Arguments pro an d
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con would probabl y sound very fam ilia r to anyone
today wh o has to deal wit h un ion practi ces, con tr act
build ing wo rk, and like projects.

Stone cutlers cut an d carved stone for bu ild ings and
orna mental use. Perhaps the most sigr nfican t item of
local interest in the following lists is the entry for
Gabriel Allen , who wo rked on the John Brown House
fireplaces.

The pa inters included are mosrlv hou se and sh ip
pamters. although several ornamental pai n te rs and one
possrble "limmer" IWil liam Allen] have been noted
who arc not found in standard sources. No attempt has
been made in this article to list well known or
recognized artists, even though they may have worked
occasionally on prosaic projects, for the simple reason
they are treated fully in other refe rences. Two excep
tions to this are William Bache and T Nixon, with [he
juvnfi can on of giving new informa tion.

The Society o..... m severa l charming profile portraits
by these men They are well colored with water colo rs,
on paper, and arc oval in shape , about five to six inches
high . Bache and Nixon worked in Providence and
Newport in part of 1809 and IRIO, and their notice in
the S cwporl Mercury, given in deta il in their listing,
gives rise to mi ld spcc ulanon they may be among those
artists who went n om (Own to tow n painting the
thousands of larger u nsigned portrai ts th at exist tod ay.
This, however, seems u nlikely, as th eir small likenesses
were signed . the time req uited lor a sitt ing was sho rt,
a nd their rates low [close to that tor Samuel King's
stlhoucues] . O ther priv ate arrangeme nts betw een
painter an d sit ter were possible of cou rse.

Shipwrigh ts b ui lt ships. They fu nc tio ned in th eir
field as hou scwr rgh ts did in theirs, but with this
differe nce : building, outfirn ng. and finishing a ship
required many more specialized cra ftsmen . The require
mcnts of th e merchant owne r and captain forced a
highl y organized effort that involved many men over a
lon g per iod of time. "Ship Carpen ter" is a term
sometimes encountered, and was probably used
an alogou sly with "house carpen te r"; many eighteen th 
and ninet eenth -centu ry wri te rs used th e ter ms synony
mo usly. In the iollow ing lis ts, on ly the princip al
su bsidia ry wor ke rs in wood employed in sh ipbuil ding

are mentioned. Among these arc bloc kmakers, wh o
ma de the blocks th rough which ropes pass.

From certain sou rces, an d pa rticu larly from John
Bannister's recapit ulat ions of the ex penses of furn ish
ing hulls ior his trading voyages, a " sh ipwrigh t" seems
q uite diffe rent from a " boat builder. " For eac h sh ip the
ex penses of building th e h ull are lis ted first, with
seve ral shipwrights involv ed . Furt her down the list,
among the spec ialized craftsmen, usually only one o f
wh ich was employed, boat builde rs are named along
with carve rs. bric klayers, sailmakers , blcckmakers.
riggers, etc. The obvious concl us ion wou ld be th at
boat bu ilders made sma ll crait, as dories, to be ca rried
on the luger ones . They probably built small fishing
sloops and shallops also.

Although M . V. Brewington in 5hip carven oi North
Amellca (Barre, Mass., 1%2,431states " . .. as early as
1781 one development tn the mechanics of shi p
decoration, purely local and apparently cho n live d , was
to be found in 8o'>IOn," John Bannis te r was emp loying
Alexander Williams much earlier in 17~7 and 1748 in
Newport in the arcane position of " head builde r," th e
developmen t 10 which Brewington refers. As in the
case of "boat builder," It seems a specialized craft.

Although it cannot be said with complete ce rtai nty,
for Rhode Island it appears a head builder, as
Brewington [nd tcatcs, ..... as a man who applied and
in tegrated the figurehead and subsidiary carved dec ora
nons to the h ull . He was versed in aes the tics and
pra ctical consu ucncn, but not a carver in the accepted
sense. Joh n Brown, in descr ibing h is larg e ship George
WashlnXlfln (John Brow n Papers D, RIH S Librnrv ], says
in a letter dat ed DcI,'. 21,1 797: " We have taken off her
head being very large and heavy and have put on a new
light on e of 7 feet long." Again, wh ether or not a
vessel had a head was one of th e vital po ints con tained
in th e official Cert ificates of Measurement issued by
port authorities together wit h length, breadth , depth,
tonnage, and number of ma sts an d decks. As ~ight be
expected, th e larger the craft, the more likel y it wa s to
have a head : sloo ps and sc hoo ne rs, and even brtgan
ti nes. hold the m infreq uen tly, whil e shi ps (in the
specific sense] pract ica lly al ways did . A 1793 certificate
lor a ship bu ilt by Benja min Tallman carried the
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notauon it had a " man head," while another by
Benfamin Comstock th e same year had J " wo man
head " In 1795 Tallman put a "se rpen t head" on the
Polly [Customs].

Charscmakers, obvious ly, have ltnle to do with
houses, ships or turnuure. They arc included here as
crafrsrnen who were specia lized and highly competent
wood workers . able as th e orbers 10 bring an idea or
design to fruition . There are few detailed contemporary
illustrations of cightccnrh-cenrury carriages or working
vehicles. However , from bills of sale, repair bills , and
descriptions, it is apparent the chaises of wealthy
owners we re olten brightly and elaborately painted and
gilded, had carved decorations, and, of cou rse, were
soundly made to with stand rapid movement over
cobblesto ne and dm road s. Further, the experien ce of
th ese skill ed workcrs with the strength and versatility
0 1 nauve Am erican hardwoods gave them an advantage
in design that wa s 10 be d ramatically demonstrated
lat er in the nineteenth century when coachbutlders
suc h as Brewster won international awards ("Builders
for the Carriage Trade ," Paul H. Downing and H arrison
Kinney, American Hcri!<l!:c, v. VII, No.6, Oct. 1956, 90).

Far too little has been written about all these cr afts
men as such ; they arc usually discussed casually by an
historian on his ....ay to establishing the more important
issues of politica l trends and the like. Yet th ey are
important : to paraphrase Carl Bridenbaugh in h is
Co!onJlll Cm tt-mlln [Ne w York, 1950, l ti51,they
worked long and hard hou rs, and rherr ambition and
dcsrre to do better w as one ot the great driving forces in
the democratization and growth of American sociew.
In their day, they were usually what we would call
" middle class." T hey became active in politics, ed uca
ti on , civic affairs, and a host of other areas,

With a good family backgro un d, a fortu nate marriage,
a pa rticula r eminence in h is field land me n such as
ailversmt rhs, cabinetmake rs, and the hig he r for ms of
houscwnghts had the edge]. or some such im petus, a
craftsman might attain th e highest levels of society.
" w ha teve r the soc ial status of a colonial cra fts man
came to be, however. it is certain that such American
co nd itio ns as freed om from guild restraints, labili ty to

earn] higher wag es, and th e greater dignity of labor

guaranteed th e artisan a better social position than be
ever enjoyed in old England," (Bridenbaugh, 163).

It sho uld be noted tha t the following lists arc by no
mean s exhausnvc, they were developed as a benefit in
th e search for new da ta on known or undiscovered
cabinetmakers. Alexander B. Hawes, who is studying
seven teen th-cen tu ry ma ritime history, kin d ly prov ided
many names of early shipwrights from the Rho de Island
Land Records. In an ea rlier time, George H. Rich ar dson,
local h isto rian of Newport, list ed hu ndreds 01 men in

va rious occupations, from ho rse jockeys to town criers,
with much additional data. Though largel y without
references, spot checks over the yea rs have seldom ii
ever shown his work to be in error and his con tribu
tions are given here with confidence. Standard
reference works, such as Bjerkoe, use hi s names
without question ,

It is hoped ot her stu dents of Rhode island's past
will note similar craitsmen and their sou rces and give
their names to the Rhode Island H istorical Socie ty 's
library sta ff so eventually a much more complete ros te r
can be made .

In the followin g, a man is listed unde r the cra ft by
which he was described in a deed or othe r recorded
document, an account hook or ledger, or tax list. Th e
name is follo wed by the source, the page numbe r, and
the year mentioned in that source. Unless ot herwise
indicated . the dates arc presumed to be wo rking dates.
No urgantzed effort was made to list men aft er about
1R15. For conv en ience, sou rces arc simplified in most
entries ; those so abbreviated are given in full on
page 79 .

I,OUSE\VRIGHTS
AI/ r n , n"riu.I. Mech.mics, Jan U. 1 79~ ; Provideacc.
An;.:dl. "<lac. .... techa nic s Feh 1I( 1790 , Providence.
Arnold , [ames. Richauh nn 17.!<; ; :"CWroH

Arnold. Nichol",. ArnolJ Papers. R1HS Lihrarv, 1791
11\10; Crans ton

Avery. Richardson , 17!"; l'cwr<>n

-



69 CRAFTSMEN

Bailli':,/olt'l'h, Rtr hardson , I77S, New por t
RlJrhfr, Rt'yuollh, OnJ 111, 1110, Exet er
Bare, fuhn_ Richard-on . 11()H·11 10, N ew pon.

B,'va/v. SI,·"h,'n. I'r,wult:fJt:" Diff<'l"r}' a nd joseph I,
Fenner l'apcrv. Rit tS L l hra r ~' , IIn o , Prov ide nce.

Bi«cll.FrancI' Rrch a rd ...in: 1726·11l7; Newport .
8/1«./ohn Dowmng 6J: I7W, "le wpmt worked o n

Culonv Ho use
Brown. Wtlllam. Town Tax . ]11\)·1181 Prov idence.
80dlonl{, lob Town Tax IN".-I~ Providence.
Burk. Rlchllrd Town Tax ]1l}:;·jllO.!, providence.

Burr. Hand ,\ It'\:hamcs Feb I:;. 1790, Provide nce.
Bu,h, Aaron Brown.W lIiI 1, pro vidence
Corpemer, Oliver. Tuwn T.lJl, 1101}·11,,1 Prov idence.
Chapman, Ralph. Richard....-n. 109.H 718 , Newport.

Church. Ruiu\. Downing ~MI 1150; N ewport.

Coil', Cllpla!n [ame, Rlehud<;on. 1713; :\'e""'pon.
Cole. /0 eph. Brown 11:;, 1!!2l}-I!lJ1. Providence.

Cook,Georl{t'. Richardson . 1118, Newport.
Cramton, \\'Il/ram. Rtch u dso n ; 172:;, N ewport

Drurev. Town T ax ; 1175 , Providence.
Earl, fohn. Brown 168, 1810-1812, Providence.

Eanon. lames, Richardson , 1 7 1 ~ , Ne w po rt.

Edm an , T h om a, s enoru w aterman Account Rook 11.
RIH S Lrbra rv . 11'"'-; , probablv W.H wlck

Elkr}', Rich ardson ; 1127; New po rt

Fmch. WIlliam . Downms J90; 1170 ; Newport. List ed as

"house iumer."
Franklw, A~rh Blo wn 2J; 116~- 1764; Providence
Fre,'man. __ _ Tow n Tax , 118·H 7!11; Providen ce .

Glhb,I,/onath,w. Downing .';().1; bc tore 1117; Newport.

GIn""', Rol'e r! Rich ;lTIhon ; 1704; N ew pon.

Goddll rd, Ddmd !I.'ewp0rl Me rcury dea th notice, May 18,
17M [quoted III Bierkne l , father o f John Goddard , famous

cahinerm aker. and prohahlv same m an as the shipwnght

1'-I.v.L Newport.
Grct'Tlt'. S"rn ll':/. I )(lwn ill l: 6.;, HI; with \\'inl\ Spooner huilt

Redwood Library. 1747. worked Oil Malhone house,
c. 1760; Benoni Watcr rnan Account Book , 176:;·1764;

Newport.
Hommcu, EdwlJrd, Downing 510; 18(8) Newport. Son of

Nathan Ham mett .
H<l m mt'll. Nl1t1WIl, [)ownin..: SIO; ISOH; Newport.

Hummctt. Narlwn. Ir, Downing 510; 1808; Newpo rt.
H,lmlllomf (or HdIllIJlOlI!. /on ,Hhllfl . Isham 4; described as

"iuyn ct" in 17JJ deed . and " house ca rpen te r" in 1762,

wo rked on f irst BaJ1t1st Meenng House. 1775; Providence.

HI/dlon , Thomas. ])owninl\ 508; IIlO8 ; Newport.

Knowiev. ElfwlJtd. Isham 28, worked on First Baptist

Mect in ..: House, 177:;. One of m an y wh o subscr ibed and

whose com n hu non wo u ld he paid III labor. Note :
These ot he r rnen are no t listed here as thi s is nor a
deflr unve crau dC'-.crir ti nn , On ]; 118; 179 1; Almy and

grown P"per,. Land Records, deed to Mose s Brown,
RIHS LL braf), 1810 ; Providence.

Lambar.Damel. Rich.ardson 1717 ; Newport.
L.rthrnp Sa/h. Mech an ics ; Ian n . 119J ; Providence.
Lrwmn fontlth,m Onwmn..: Jl}:;; 17JJ New port
Lmdley. 'o\hol1, Bro wn 192 . 17.'19-1790 ; M echanics ,

l uly 2'>, 1796, Mise. Writs. 1711 1-1199, for Prov iden ce.
Smrebfield. etc RIU S Llhrny ; 1791, Providence.

Lin'n·. ChrrslOphtr. Rrch ard son ; 1713; Newport.

MllIu.lamt'. Tm•-n Tn; 1.'112 ; Providence .
Mundll}', RIChard Dowmne 51, 1121-17JO. Newport.

Thoul!:h he descri bed hi mself as "house ca rpen ter" it is
uncenam wh et her the lerm had the same meaning as it

does when apphed to otherslisted here. Ce n ain ly he was
Newport's firs t archt tect-butlder and his career is neared
in standard so urces

.....orman. Grory,l", Downi ng 488; 1822; N ewport.
,\i",ron,lkll/mmn. Rich ard son , 1705 ; New port.
Orm,I"./,. Cale/>. Mech an ics July 2.'1, 1196; Providence.

f',f('k,ud. ,\-ld'zaT ."11S(: Wri ts 179S; provid ence.
l'ca lC/'. \anlucJ T ow n Tax , HleXl·HI().;; Providence .

Pnkhalll. Hcn rv llnwn inl!: 61i. 17:iJ; Ne..... ron . \"hth wing
Spoone r 'I/:nl"ti a~reCT11en t to hu ild rhe house of John
Town send , famous cabmetrnaker. A copy of the original
ma nuscnpe ISin th e ;..Iewrurt Hrst rmcal Society.

Pdhalll. Ctlp lam Edw arJ . Richardson ; 17th century;

Newport .
['Nu<.ln,,'p/!. Brown 101'>; 11M · 11K7; Town Tax ; 1785·

1787; Providence .
l'irrrwlI .lkniIllJJJI! , Dowllln..: 109. 4S6; UID6 ; Newport.

Potier, iet e. Mise. wnrs ; 17111 ·1799 ; Providence.

Rider , fOM'I'Il . Richardson , 17S2· 1754 ; Newport.
511<1w, Lemu el. Beri,lh flrown Papers. Rlli S Librar y;

Aug 22, 1154, South Kmgstuwn.
SlIef/it'ld, lames, Richardson , no date; Newport.

SmIth . NClk/Jrah , Mcchamca, Feb. 15, 1190, Providence,
cnow, Thomas lIud /o.l jtlh , Sessions Papers, RIHS lihrary ,

AUI!:. 21, 1!i09; Providen ce.

SpoOTl cr . Ch'lri el . Bclhuus e II , 13; 1171 , Ne wport.
Spoo ner,/o.,hutl. Cooke Pap ('Is, v. I , RIHS library;

Feb I L 1162; Providence.
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~roont'l Win,\: . Do ....ning h\, 08, RI , .....orked on Redwood
Lihrarv l7.p , wuh Henrv Peckham on house III cab inet

maker [ohn Townsend 17S4, and no Mall-one house
c. 1700; Ne .....port,

.Stnple ... Town T<I' ; 17R7 , Providence.
"np/el, ~1Il11d. Town Tax , 1794·1797 ; Providence ,

May be same m an as above
Stone. To....n TOll, 1787 Prov idence .
Sum ner. lame, Isham I I ; 1775; Boston , Variously

descnbcd av "master workman ," "en gm eer." eIC., he was
brought 1<1 Provid en ce 10 he in ch ;l ' ~e of the erection 01
rhe building and/or steeple of the First Haprist Meeting
House Whether he con tin ued 10 work in Providence as
did some of his gosron carpenters IS nOI certain. The
vanetv of hi s tides, all co rrec t contemporary terminology

in one W;lVor another , shows th e danger in suicr
..dherence !O dict ion ary descnpuons of crain,

Swmvu rne. Th omas. Richardson , 17L\ , Newport.
Taylor, Ronrtl , Richardson ; 1711 ; Newport.
Trffl , David. Misc . wrns . , 1799, C ran s ton.

Thurner, S'IUlre . Mechanics; Feb. I,'i, [790; Providence
Tiffany , {onathan. Almy and Brown Papers, Box Jl , [805,

Pmvrdence .
To wncend, Ch rl~ wphtr. Do..... ninlo: 6.\ 7:;; " was signed on as

a houseroiner" dUlInR hU l ld in~ of th e Col ony House
I7.W, ..nd described as "sh ipjoiner" 10 a deed tJkin~ pan
of the Quaker lands o n Easton's 1'0101 1715; Newport.

HIS reputation ISchtelly established, however, hy his
work as a rahinctmaker. From sill:ned examples it is
evident he was capahlc of sophisncarcd work, and his

production of pieces such as desks for ell pan CMRo is
documented in standa rd sources

Wan ron, W,/htl rn. Richardson , 1704 , Newport.

W ,n d"' rIl, Srt phtn. Slone 117; 1;. 1771·1775; Providence.
Possibly served o nly as aprrentice .

When lon, C"m;ott. Cooke Papers. v I , Feb. II. P02;
Ish am 4 ; born P2.3, acnve 176,\, worked on First Ib ptis!
Meelinll: House I77S ; Providence.

WhealOn ,/,mH'.\. [sham IJ; worked on First Baptist

MeetinR House 1775 , providence
WilbIJlU.lmh lla. Downing III ; c. IflOO.lllO!; Newport.

WiIlitlm s. lohn. Bell ah Bro.....n Papers . ,' 13\' 24, 1740;
probably Sout h Kingstown

WllrnaTl h ,lohn , Brown ,\1; I763·I76H ; Providence

WJh on , lohn . Beriah Brown Papers; 1774; South Kin!:slOwn
wyeu. Rt'nlal/l!IJ Autoll:raph BIIOk, 91 , RIUS Libsarv ,
Downin~6,\,68; Bolhousc c. 10, II ; 17.\5, P,W, Newport.

--
CARPENTERS
Alvenon . RKhard. Rhode Island ~bnuserirt~, RUtS

Librarv, died June 14, 1789; Smithfield ,
Al1en . Hrlllllmm. Town Tall ; 1757; Providence. After this

fear is described as a "lovner" 17<;11· 1760,

Arnold, Cd leh. Richardson , 17<;7 ; Newport.
sccon . E/i lah , Stone .\ \; active bef ore 1790, dred lKOI ;

Prov idence.
Balle r. Paul. Downin...: 'iOCI ; 1809, lil16 , New ron.
Bankl. StImurI. Richardson ; 1708 ; Newport.

Barber , ,ohn L Downing 511 ; I8.W, Newport.
Boone, lam e\ . Richardson ; [78'i , Newport.
Bowers, Hen/amin. Richardsnn , 1743; Ne wport
\'ahoone,/ohn . Richnrdson , I7SS; Newport.

Cane.sotin Richardson ; 1795; Newprm.

Chapmnn, h rlJeI. Downing 63 , 81 ; 1739-17·H ; Newport.

Worked o n Colonv H" u"" and Redwood Librarv
Child. Ohver. Rich ardson . 17.u Newport

Ch urch, Ed"'ard, Rich ard so n ; 1741 ; Newport.
Chu rch and Sweet On I 19; Greene ; I8l2·11l2I1, 8m

Greenwich A vancrv of de tailed hills exist

Clarke, We,llan 1'1 Richardson; 1772; Newport.
Cn k jnlllcl, Tnwn Tax. 1'97-1791\ , Providence.
Coo k . Ndl hllOli'l. Town Tall ; 1791\·1~12 , Providen ce

In 1791\listed as " house car pen te r"
Cornell. Gl."mJ(c Rich ard son ; 179<; , N ewport.

Cram _ _ . u le and RtCol1tc I I O" ~ of totm How land

hy Edwin M. 510ne [Pro vid ence. 111:;71 17; I77 'i 10 c:nly
I7SOlo , Providence. With Stevens. was one of the many
masons and carpen ters from Boston whu .....orkcd nn the

First Bapnst Meclin...: House. Aftn its completion he
vraycd in Providence and worked for Clark and

Sixhtln~ale.

CranddU , Samuel, Richardson . 177<; :"JewI'OII

Glhh<. E/r. hd RichardS<lll ; \71; ; :\IewI'Orl
Glbv\,lamn Richardson . 1779, N ewport.

Could./ume< Town T all ; 179,~-1797 ; Providence .
(;n' en{', /ohn Ho ldt' " Stone I It, ; hom 1777; died IRSO;

Providence, Though described hv Stone 3S "by tr ade a
ca rpcnur." he was nn .rrchitect-huilder of the first rank,

and h is lue and huildings are lrealed in standard sources
Hlim m rt l./k nia mm Rich ardson , 177.\. Newpor
Ham m el! . Etlwar d, Rir hardson , \7 :;2 Newport.

Ham met l. W alden . Rich ard son , 182" , Newport.
Ha m mond In<eph. Rich ardson , 17M; Ne w port .
Jltlnn ah . V, FI Richardson ; 1727, Newport.
Ilatimwav, Samuel. Bolhouse If-I ; 1766; Newport.
HOXie. l.odowick. g.mmsrer ,371 ; 174M; Newport .
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Hnddv 1/1. Rirha rdsun , 17';,l ; Ne wport.
Hndum, Rol't'r!. Brown 204 , 17lif,,1791l Pro vidence.

Many hills arc detailed

Kmj(hr. RlCh<lrd Ri<.:h,mb.,n . In79-loM ; Ne wpo rt.

Ladd Iohn , Benoni Walerman ....ccount Rook I; 1763 ,
probahlv Warwick

Ltm j(/l'Y. \VII/ w m . Richa rdson , 1774 ; Ne wport .
l.lIwrun . 1<<11J(. Richa rdson , 175f>,176.l; Newport.

Lewton . /fmOlh <1 n . Richardson , 1785; Greene ; lSOI;
Ne wpor t

Ludlow, Henr y Town Tax , 1794; Provid ence.
.\faHholl, Samuel. Richardson . 1775·1797 ; Newport.
.\f<1rtlndalt.lohn. grchardsc n . 1730; Newport.

Ma'Olm . lamt-~ . To wn Tn ; 178J...1784 , Providen ce.
Mdnl. Thomas Duwmng 63, 81 ; 1739·1747 ; Richardson ,

177:;; Newport. Worked on Colony House and Redwood
llhrary ,

M oodv. l<1 me, Richardson 177:; Newport .

,'1:evomtln.lohn 'tone II ~ ; horn 1'71 , died 1831 , Provi-
den ce Al'l'arenth vpcciahzed in building stairs.

Palm er, f d .... llrd Rrch ardson . 1'4~ ; Newport
Peckhtllll.lknrr RicharJs"n ; 1705
Perrv, kma sbon. Rl";hard,,,n ; IH 1; N e.....port.

Pt'lft'r Fl. _ Town T,llI: . 17/U . Providence.

PhI/III'" Ion. Rich.Hd'<On . 17<-2 . Sewport .

Piunatt .Laniev Rich3rds"n ; 1'7(" New port .
Portel , /mrph Town Ta x . 1749; Providence.
RO$!,CF' Th omes Richardson 174 1, N ewport .

Rngen . \VII/ram . Rich ardson . 1718 . Newport.
Rude. Wd/Jam , Rnl hnuse 16 , 17M , New port.

Saniotd. b/!dnd Fl. Rich,lTd Stlll ; 17.U ; Newpon
~h"w, Anlhonv Rich ar dvon , l77fo ; New po rt

Shcrmllll , Samnci, Rn hardsun , 177S; Newport.
~ht'r<1rd, ~VIO.I:, Richardsun , 17S4; Newport ,
~ml!h , Daniel, Rtchnrdson , 17M ; Newport.

,~ mltli ,/<l1ne ~ . RlC h ,tnt son , 17fl:'i; Newport.

,~lJlllh, \Vil/ i<ll fl, nown in ~ I I .~. 49~ : 11127,1870: Newport.
,\1('\'1'1).1. , 1. ,k ' Illd Recollr£:lion, of fohn Howlantl

171 177S In early I7H()s ; Providence. like Crain [q.v.]
he ca rne from Rm lnn and wotked on First Baptist Meet
ing House, then stav ed in Providence several years,

.~tll/wel1, Richardson ; 17S4; Newport.
Swee t. .~ Ieph('n O tt I :2J; IRIS: East Greenwich .

Prohablv the SWel" l o f Ch urch and Sweet.

Thnr"wll, William Rich3rdsoll ; 17.'i6; Newport.
Tompkln'. Sall111rl. Rich a rdso n , I77S; Newport.
Town , r nd . Th olfl!l' . Rich;l t llsnn ; 177S; Newport.

W1Hkhom . ,~'Imud . ~r Rich arJ son ; 1714 ; New port.

Wa Inman, Town Tax : 17H"; Providenc e.
Weilthelhv , _ Richardso n : [753; New port.

\Vht'a!fm ./amn Tnw n Tax , 1770 , Pro vidence
\Vl//lour.lo"h llil Rrch ardson , IflOl. Ne wport,

Wil/llH""lohn Tnw n T ,l X 17i'W· 17R5, Provrdence.

MA SO I\'S

Andrew~ . lohn . Tow n Tax; 17"7· 17fo l , Pro viden ce .
Andrew ,. ZCl'lllllli<1h, Isha m 11 ; Stone 11.1; horn 17.\9 ,

died 111 16; Pro vidence Cred ited wrth the work o n John

Brown 's and loscph Russclls houses and Uruversi rv Hall
See .liso standa rd Sl IUr(Cl' for local l>uildin!:5

Blis.s , fohn . Do wning fo.~ , 17,\9 ; Ne wport. Worked all.
Colonv House.

Bosworrh .lch<l/>od Town Tal! 1784 , Providen ce.
Brown, E/hhtl . Tow n Tax ; Brown 69 : 17&l-1 798;

Providence

Brown,I(l~ph . Richard'lOn , i7 .'iO-17'>9 , Newport .
IIrow n. Ph ilip Richardson ; 179S, Ne wport .

Brown . ~"'l l1l11m Richardson , 1772-17IB ; Newport.
CaHle ~ . foh n Rlchard<oon , 1779; Ne wport

(':a'\'o'cl/ lo ,< ph . Rlch3 rdson , 17fo.'\ ; Newport,
Center. ~oJomlm RIChardson ; 17Jl-17SII ; N ew port.

Ch ad wlCk. fohn . Rich;lrJ_on . died (;J 171" , Newport .
C/mk.I<l mn Richardo;on 17lH Scwport,

Drown Town Tax ; 17!U, Pro vidence.
heebom. Henry. Rrchard-on , 179'> , Newport.
HIIIl'- ./o.'l'ph. T ow n Tax. 17911 ; Providence

I/drr.horn . Sr,·ph"n . Alm y an d Bro wn Papers. Bible Soci ety
and Musc-, Bmwn Dccdv , 171.2 . Providence

,"'fcC"'.l(flr , AI..,wndt'l. [)nwnin~ 110; before 182J to 1860 ,
N ewport . Did the IR24 pcrnon of Fort Ad ams' walls ,

.'\'tchoh.l/nl",rr. R l c ha rJ ~nn ; 1 7.~ .'i ; New po rt ,
Nichol_, Kl:n,J,IJl. DOWning (i'~i 1739 ; Newport. w orked on

Colony House

N ich ols. Samuel, Richard son , 17.'iO--1761 ; Newport.

Pcckhflttl./m lliuJ. Richardson . 1772 : Newport.
Pl'ckhmll , Ph illip. Richardson , 177o, Newport.
1'1Jilh[l,~ . , Town Tux , 1791-17\112: Providence.

Puumn, Rf'nidmln . Richardson ; 1785; Newport.
Pitman, Sllm lwl. Richunlson , 17,w·1762 , 1795; Newport.
Rode.' , Samuel . Rrchurd son , 17';,, ; Newport.

Smirli , l fJhn Warner Papers 2, RIHS Libr ary , Tuly I I , 1652;
Providence .

,~lIIi lh, l()~l'ph. Rich ardson , 171l2·1 776; Newport ,

.~I.'W'n." Ge(Jf!-:" . Town Tax , 17."7; Prov idence.

Sr,.vem. Iotm, Bannister '\l>; Downi ng 494 etc., [includi ng
descendan ts] 1705 ((1 ea rlv 20th centu rv. N ewport .
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,\1.ASONS - conunued

WALL BUILDER
/lolme_. Dick. Richa rdson ; 1749; Newport . " Ne gro."

PLUMBER
Chamber l . PaUlck Banruster Se. lOR, 120, etc., 1741;

Newport. Recor ded as ....mkinJ: on Bannis ter's shi ps.

01'10,1 010 monument (fes i ~n from Ih e Imcph [ , Fenner
I'llper". Rhode Idand HlStum:al ,~ucle[y LIbrary. On the base
column helo\'\-' fhl s detaIl , Ihe n one cu rre r nolt'J rhr ovtrall
hr,glll "6 II. 10 10 ." and price $190.

STONE C UlTERS
Allen. Gdfmd. Mechan ics ; Iulv H , 17% ; Stone ,8; O tt ,

lohn flmwn Howe Exhd' ltion xxi ; horn 1749. died
[824; Seekonk . Ma's. and Providence. Emigrated from
Englnn d to B OSt Dll abou t 1770, m oved to Seekonk and
th en I" Providence. He was a stone cut ter in Seeko nk
and W,l ~ described as sto ne CUller in Mechanic s. 1796,
He became a member of tha t Assoc latirm in [7~, Allen
is ch tctly mtcresung as the ma n In whom [oh n Brown
presu mably referr ed in 17118 when he wrote lnhn Fran cis
in Philadclphi.r ... ....'r All in , the Stone Cutter hea r have
no ....t arvet huv h im ..." This leiter was concerned ....nb

Richardson ; 1764 ; Newport .
PAVER
Iones . _

BRICKLAYERS
M amn, wntmm. Town Tax , Il'lOl'l : Providence.
....'lchok Kendall . Richardson ; 17I" · 17!'; ; Ne wport.

Probahlv rhe same man as the mason
PlO"n. /rJ\CI,11. Richardson ; 17Y>; New port,
Round,. Gem:_.e, Richardson ; 1727; Nl'Wp0l!.

Smnh , C!Wrll'\, Richardson, 172(,; Newpor t.

RR[CKMAKERS
Clark ,', Ldw/,'nCl' , DcwrungSI; Richardvon . [691 ;

Newport. "Gran ted the libe rty to ui~ cla y an d ma ke
brick "

Clm tnn. Wwun ce. Richardson ; Apr il 27, 10111 ; New port.
" Vot ed that Lawrence Chnton and loseph ."'urry ha ve
ltbenv 10 fence 10 a Piece of land ncar the A~h ponds for
the purpose oj making, an d also h.1\'O,~ the hhertv 10 CU I

....ood In the ne ck ....her e they di~ their clav for the

hurnlO Ji: oi their bricks.'
Kna r r . Nch rm lah gro....n 138; 17"'>-176.'1 . Providence.
,\ lurry.ln eph, Richardson ; April 27. 16111. ~e""ron.

See Lawrence Clinton above.
~hor.._. Ze pha Olah. On, , ohn Bmwn HOIl<e u l<I n Exhihuion

Rh ode " 'and Furn iture [Providence. 1%'>1 XXl ; 1786;
East providence. S;lid to have made the hrick for
lohn Brown House

Srev..n e, '01m. an d others. Bann ister 'i>; Dow ning 49-t;
Richa rdson ; Ne wport. Worked on many oj Bann ister's
ships, presum ably on cooking ovens. etc . See Iohn
Steve ns. th e mas on .

Thi~ first Stevens set up his shop in 1705 an d it has been
10 connnuous operanon since bv various members of
the family These well known cratrsmen were .1150 marble
workers. stone cutters , brtckmakers . Jl:lazien, painters.
SUrVe\<lTS and map makers

Turn er . W Wlt'nce, Rir hardson , 1"1.3 , Ne ....port.
Wrl~h! , Henry Richardson ; 1728, DowninJl:6.~ , 17.19;

:-..;e....port Worked on Colony House.
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th e firepl ac es in Brow n 's new house and il seems safe 10
assume Cebnel Allen was the local stone cutter invol ved

Ame~. Richardson ; no dare , Newport .
&~/ev I()~eph. Town Tax ; 1806-1808; Prov idence .

Bull. John. Ri r h ardson , 1175; N ew port.

Penner. Imeph 1 Joseph I. Penner Pare"; 18IJ6-carly 18.:10s;
prov ide nce. Although he began hIS ca ree r as a merchant,
he became a stone cutter in 1806 and worked on
..:raV~lnncs, fireplace mant els Jour sills. steps, monu 

mcnts. ere Penner w id bo th wholesal e and tetail in the
no rt heasl stat es, impo rte d s to ne from ot her sta tes as well
as ab roa d, and in general ran a very ac ti ve business.
Manv uf hIS tombsto ne inscnpuons in manuscrip t form
exist In his papers, giVing import ant gen ealogical

Informat ion , and his sketch es of monuments and mantels
arc useful also. His papers attest 10 the fact that he was
capabl e o f quite elaborate wo rkmanship and had the
patrlln;lgc of rhe leading ci tizens of the to wn.

H,Uh/WrIl , .~ r {'p h {' n , Alm y and Brown Pape rs; 1781;
Providence. Although described as a mason in 1772, a
lat er deed lists h im as a stone CU U l:!.

~ levl.'n\. fohn. und ot he rs. 170510 early 20th cen tu ry;

Newpurt . See enrrv under MASO:-.lS.

I'A I~TERS

AldfJeh Thom<Js. Town Tax ; 1799·1&1'2 ; Providen ce.
Alkn IlIm.-\ Ir. Richardson, Bannister 326; 17-t3·17"'8;

S ew port
AI/en totm. Rich ard so n 17H·17W, :-.lewpou. Pain ted

Tr in n ) Church
A/len, \ \h/lllllll O tt3:11 -t; 177-t·1791 T own T ax , 1184

1791; Providen ce. In some vea rs described as a "hmmcr"
m tax records. though in forma nun m O tt.1 makes the
term uncen. nn in hi s case Cerram lv he was a n orn am en 

tal painter, and hi s account hook co vers many entries
for c h aises and shop signs.

&Il"ht'. \Vi}/iilln . Groce, Ceorge C. and Wall ace, David H. ,

Dict IOnary of Art i.\1.1 in AmeflCO{New Haven, 1957) 18;
horn 1171, died 1S-t5; Richardson; IRIO; Bristol an d

Newpor t . During his 1809· 1810 stay in Providence
associated with T . Nixon [q.v.]. The ,...1t'wporr M a cu ry
of Arril 28 ;InJ May 5. 181U carr ied the fnllnwmg notice :

S lrl k lO,~ Likenn ses - W. Bache ,y T Nixon . Have th e
ho no r III inform the UJdi e ~ and Gentlt'lnen 0 1 New potl
"f lh .-lr arnvol rn Town. lind rClpectl ully otter their
,avlCn m rhe line a/lhen /,'O/('\\/On - Thev en :,:<I,l:l.'

In ,1:.1 \'" II speakm:-: liken.-" and handmm.- pamrm.":

r" li lly per mn thaI will iavor th em wllh <I n half·houu ·
~Illm.l:, lot th e sm<J1I sum of Two dol/au . - They alSQ cut
profiles lind execu te likenesses 10 a n ew and tumdsome
'lYle o f h/lIek, on 0 fine vellum pap"'. for tifry cen ts.

HlIvw1. pain ted durm1. th e wm ltr In Provrdcnce and
BnswJ wuh l.rC(lf success. they t7<J lttt themselvl!S th ty
<Ire a/teddy known 05 aruSL~ . In Newport . and deem II

unneCt'.l..><1ry to ·\<IY rhat th ey c.an wauanl to 1.Jve u mver'Wl/
'lItlsfllCl/fln In Ihose who may fa vou r rhe m Wlrh then
I'lItwnllxe As then stay In town w ,lI be shorl, perSQns
w,.~hln1. 10 em ploy thtm ate invlle d to ClJIl soon al
M " , CmueJ/"s . .".;" , 128. Th<Jmt~ · Slreer,

Newporl . April 27,1 810

The Rhode Island Historical Sodety owns pa inted

srlhcuctres of Gabriel Allen and h is wife , N ancy West

Allen , and Nancy Allen Lippitt , all done hy Bache in

IRIO T he Society also has profiles painted in col ors by
T Nixon in IROO of Captain Hobart Rhodes and his wif e
Phoebe Smi th Rhodes, and General Chtistoph er Rhodes
and hi s wife Elizabet h Allen Rhodes. Attrihuted 10 Nixon

on the h'l~is of style an: painted profiles of Josia h
WhLl.1hr and of an unknown gentleman and his wife,

r n....ih1y Cap ta in John GladdinR and spouse. All these
....ere rre..u mablv painted in Providence, as the si tters
w ere fro m the area See the introd uctory text for
Jdditinnal comment

1Ir(1\\11 \<lII/IId. On ~' II.l. 1199· IR2-t, Provid ence.
AI.." a .l:llder

c"hofmt' lamt'·. Usuallv fou n d 10 the followi ng partner-

..hip ' brr u."d Man' Ye.nes on Dec 10. p .p. and an other
or the same James Cahoo ne m arr ied in 1163 . " lames
Ca hoonc and Son" bi lled t he hriR Bavonne on lulv 10,
119-t "To .' b rkin.i: n ame Bri.":. '''To palnl in)l: head ," and
" '1.lrk i o~ 2 Boat s" all for 0-7-6; Sheplev Parers 90,
RIH" lihrary ; Newpnre

r"h"vne, / (1/ 111' .1 lind Yeill t 'i, Sl'lh Bannister 'in , 226, erc.,
Downing S07, '>08 ; Ott I ,10, Greene , 17-t7· 1189; Newport.

w orked on ships, houses. did "ma rhlcmg." etc .
c:aml'h..II, . Richardson . 11(,7, Newport.
Catv, Richardson ; 1761; Newport
CJ<lT k,Sa lllud. Town Tax ; 1HCO· 1RO(, ; Newport
Cook, Richardson . 17011 ; Newport.
Flerdll r,/olln. Richardson , Downing ,N: 1718·1719 ;

Newport . Worked o n Godfrey Malbone's house.
Glh/". Wil/Jaln. Downing -t5J , Rkhard'>Oo ; befo re P08·

1115, ....e....por t

-
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PAINT ERS- conunued

Gilt" Richa rd",n ; PO x; Newport .

r.rrn nelJ, Perer. Of C nnnell and Ta ylor , Pet er Grinnell an d
Son ; 0 11 1 20, .\ I U, Brerkoe and o ther sran da rd sources ;
178Y·18-lO; prov ide nce Well known o rna men tal painters
and KJ lders who work ed nn rm rtors, proha blv of thei r
own or loc all y subcont rac ted man ufa ctu re, picture
Irames, ch aise s. fire buckets. etc In at It.-asl tWO insta nc es
1011 1201 they subcomracred o rna me n tal painnng
as well

Hunt . Edward, Richa rdson 1726, .....ewpon.
lame.'. John Town Tax ; 11lOCl; Prov idence,
Kin,!!:. \dmuel. Rlchard~n. IR07 New port. The notat io n

"] co pies for 25 cts. Neally painted on ,!!:la ...s. I do llar."
refers III his ac tt vrnes as a Silhouette cu tter.

KJpp. Tow n Ta x, 177.1. Provi dence
wWlOn./ertmwh. Greene, 1792-1799; New port.
Lo~nt. WIlIwm. Jacoh Whll man Account Book L';() etc .•

RIHS Lrhr arv , 1761-17IU , Providence Probably an orna
menial pain ter as he d id work on chaises.

Lugden. GeOff-c. O tt.1 1U, 1798; Providence. Also a
gilde- r.

MelvIlle. D, Richa rdson ; 1R07; Newp ort . Stlhouerre cu tter.
Ni xon. T,.DlCllondry rn Arth!.• m AmeTlCQ 473 ;

Richardson ; 1810. DUrLO,I!: his IH09·I XIOslay in Providence.
gnsrol. and New port, assoc rared with Will iam Bache .
See Bache for more detarls.

Pearce or PIt' rce.John. To wn Tax ; I7fU·1786; Providen ce.
Pe/sue, W IllIam , Bannister 488 , 1749; Newport .
Pifmdn. Mm es Richa rdson , 1776; Newp ort .
Prtmnn. Peleg. Richardson ; 1776; Newport
Suvens. Ph illip. Oownilll: 494 1 1816; Newport. Sec entry

for John Stevens, mas on.
Taylor. W illiam . Tow n TaXI 17911 , Provid en ce , Probably

the man associated with Peter Gunnell [q.v.l from 1789
toahoutll\07 .

Tyla , W ill iam . Town Tax , 177.1-1777, Provid ence.
Possibly same man as above.

Vau,II;hn ,lohn, Richardson : 17M; Newport .
Wal/corr. . Town Tax ; 1798, Providence.
weeden. WllIilllJ1. Richardscn , 1742-1762; Bannister 3551

1748; Newport.

wesrcon, Town Tax ; IlY61 Provid ence.

T . Nixon plllrllell fh l,' """'<lkJll,l( IlkfnCH" o f Elizabeth
Ai/en Rhode. , Wife vi C,'nt'wl CJ11l.,tophel Rhode,~ in /809 .
The tinted I'm ntl/l,l( on p,lra " 4 '1{" x 3~ inche,~

Probably same man .I S wallcon abov e.
Y£lIfS or Y('£lIe~ . Samuel. Downing 507, 5081 1763, 1789;

Newport.

Yectcs. S.·th. Ott I :10, lohn Bannister's Account Book;
174(d747; Greene , [747-I7R9; Newport . Usually worked
with Cahoone (' I.v.l, hut many bills IU Isaac Senter in the
Greene Papns show he worked alone IOU, possihly as the
more skilled and active Ilf rhc (lair.

YeMe.1 or ¥ 'IIt' s. !irt'l'hcn, Downing 507, 1763-1777:.
Newport. Probably same man as Seth , above.
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SHIPWRIGHTS ..... ND BOAT BUILDERS
In the list that follows "88" will be used to denote a

hoar builder.
Aml'l. Town T all ; 1787, Providence

Anrhon r . RI/:h'l1d . Customs. 1794; Providence Buill the
hngannne Do lph m.

Armmxron . /miah . Custo ms; 1794·1795 ; Nonh Providence.
Pawtucket. Built the ship Chartnue and the hnganrine
Flying Kite.

BalJolJ. David. Customs, 1795) Pawtucket. Huilr the snow
.~IJ.~dn .

!Ulrlnw . MU\e.~ dnd SO IJ.~. Richardson ; 1807; Newport B8
Bdmiu. fethm. Town Tax ; 1776 ; Providence. BS

!Ulr.,lOw. Cule b. Customs; 1795, Providence . Buill the ship
lsberl y.

&1I1'.l . .~htrman Oliver Spink Papers, RIHS Library , 1818;
Nonh Kin~stown

Bu"'./ohn. RILR 2 -W9 and 3 :234 : 1707·171(; , Newpcn
Belchn. Be11l0m m, Richardson ; 170l'>; Newport.
Btlcher. Edwa rd. Richardson , 1770; Newport.
Bllwen hooe. Bannister 120; 1747; Newport .
Hll w ,'n . Nt/rhi/11Ie1. Cusiom s, 1793·1795 , wanen . Built the

schoon er Cnmmctce and the sloop Gl'nr~l'.

/iowa,. Charl e" . CUsh'T1\S ; 1793-1795 , North Providence.
Buill th e b rigantine M,nia ", and the pl'lCC In which
she belongs is painted un her stern agreeable to 1.1W:'
also the schooner Friendstnp, and the sloop IHut' Bml.

Brlwer.,, /fJlJa l/l<l ll. Banniste r 355 ; 1747-1748 : Richardson ;
1775, Newport. BB

&,w''I:>.Sylvl'\totr. field . E.d .... .ITtI. ed . Sla le oj RIJOde /.dan d

and Providence Pla nt Mlo ns 'If thl' End ot lhe Ce ntury

[Bosmn, 19011v.1 :.uxJ: Records of the Co mmi tt ee to

Build the Ships ProVIden ce and W aul'll . MS . RIHS
LIbr ary ; from about 1750 to at least 1776 ; Pawtucket.

T ho ugh com m issioned to make a draft of the larger
W arr '·IJ. actually he was the master shipwright for the
/'ml'lde nce while Tallman built the Warren . The

Com m itt ee' s records provide many details of ships'
materials. construcuoo. and ntgaruzational plans, in
addinon to nuting the vote - after the lau nchtngs c-

10 spend ~:;o for "providmg an En tertain ment for the

Ca rpen ters that worked on the Ships. "
RWltle. Ronl'rt . Do....niOl: 508 ; 1773 ; Newport. BB

Brook. Peln RILR 2 14<;, 1701 ; Newport .

Brooke or Bmoke r. /ohn. RILR 3 :359 ; died before 1715;
plOhably N ew port.

Rrown. Clarke. Bannister 56, 120,200 etc. 1747: Newport...
Brown, Natbomet. Field . v. 2. 399 ; 171J. Providence;

ea rlier at Bullock 's Co ve.
Brown. Wi lliam , Richardson , 1752-175.\ , Newport , BB
/lllll . ,aJJJ e.~ . Newpon COUrt of General Trials. Superior

Court.llook B; 1741: Newport.
Uullock,labez. Customs) 1787; Prov idence.

/lu''''w., . Th umm , RIchardson ; 1715; Prudence Island. RB
Rut lcr . /vh lJ. Bannister 216; p.p ; Newport ,
Carr, Cald,. Customs , 1795; warren RUlli the sloop Hope .
Carver. RIchardson ; no date given Newport. BR
Chapman,/>aDC. Legal Pa pe rs; 1737; Newport
Chal'ffian. Ralph . RILR I ·B4 and 2 :.107 ; 1693·1704 ,

Le,i:<IIl Papers , 1737; Ne ....port
ChIld. OlIver. Bannister 120; 1747.
Cole. lames. RILR ,\. 109; 17U; Newport .
C(Jm~fOck, 8I'maml/l . Customs ; 1793, Providence . Built

rhc sloop iurur.
Co vell. w iiham, Downin,i:494 , 1829; Newport . BB
Cram ton. Pe1eg, Bannister 1011;1746; Newport .
(",IIl,jUIl. WilJuHlI. 1l:111nisterJ55; 1748; Newpo rt.

/l1J rl i ll.~. Bemcnun. Bridenbaugh. Carl, P('!a Hllrrlson. Fint

Amc nccn A n'hltec ! [C hapel Hill. l946l 11; 1740;
Providence.

£,nlon. fume.,. Banlll~ter 56, 17-16 . Newport

E,!J~'. Ed....t1rd. Cuseoms, 179-1- ; Warren .
Eddy. [crcmiah Cus romv. 179.\-1795. Provid ence Buill rhc

\Illnp\ Sully. Prelldellt. and LJI>r rtr

(;01\'111 Fl. A ndrew Banmvter 385, 174~ : N/' w port. BB
Gll>n~. Robl'rI. R1LR 2 \4 .!, 1704 ; :--;ewfl0lt.
Goddard. /)<1l11d. Banru vrcr .~ 71. erc.. 17411 , Newport. Buill

hulls tor Bannister and I ~ listed also as "c a rpen ter" when
workmg ..... uh other shrpwnghts in furrushmg <II hull built
in Warren. SomClLnH·S listed in standa rd sources as a

"huusewrrghr" 1'1,\, .1 .
GIlll/d. Darnel. kicha rdson , 1709-1714; Newport.
Gu yk~ (Jf Gvies. W illiam . Bannister 61, 216; 17-1-6· 1747;

Ne wport.

l/a."'lrJ. Robert . RILR 1 9 ; 1671; Portsmouth.
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SH IPWRIGHTS _ cont inued

Hayv.md,lo.I l'ph , Downing SIO; 1796, UllO; Newport,
Hicks , GI'01!<:I'. R[lR ,l: I.'i9, 1099; Newport .

Hicks , /ohn . Richardson , 1677· 1695/ Newport .
Hoockey, Steph"/I, Bannister 226, 275; 1747; Newport.

Sumenmes listed as "catper ucr" U IfI Goddard 's case, and
in Richardson as "s pa r m aker " in 1724

/ll me5. Wl lI w m. Duwnifll: Sm ; 1711; Bannister 120,1747;
Newport

lenklfls, , Town Tax ; 1764 , Providence.
fon e5, Dm/ld. Bannister 120; 17-17 , N ewport
10ne5,/ohn. Town Tax , IIlCD- ISm; Provid en ce.
KellY,lohn. Custom s, 179S; Providen ce. Built the ship

l..J~ny

Ken Ie, I~ph. Ban msrer 226; 1747; Newport.
x rn nrc ue. Roger. Kim hall , Gertr ude 5., Providence 1fI Colo-

m al T im e5 18o5lOn, 19121249) about 1740, Providence.
Lant,ley, Nathan , Rich ardson ; 1750, N ewport.
Lowden RIC:hard. Richardson, 1750-1752; Newport. BB
M IlIa . .va!han Bannister 371, 1748; Warren.
Milwaid. /lJrnes Do....m n.( -I1!9; 1711:H795 , N ewport.

M IX . lohn. Richard son , 1695; Ne ....pon. "G rant ed about an
acre ot land o n GU.:I t Isla nd lor sh ip ya rd and same to he
connnued 10 bun for rweru v vear s."

.,,"'orron. Beman"n RllR 237t1: 1705 ; Newport.
Pell'rwn , /o\eph Banruster 120; 1747; N ewport.
Pot tet. Abl/nh . Cus to ms. 179-\; Nonh Providence. Built

the bngannne 1.ou"a,
POller , Reuben. To....n T ax , 1772·17R">: Providence,
Rogers, lohn . Banrust er 120; 1747; Newport
Salsbur y, /olloHh on . Custo ms, 1795; Providence. Built the

ship MlHY·
Sayer and Helm e. Bannister [OR , 200: 17-17 ; Newport. BB
Sayel , {o.Ih ua. Richardson ; 17.11 ·[750; Banmster 56 ; 17-17 ;

Newport. BB
Show, Sylvamu . Richardson , [77,"> ; Newport. BB

Sheffield,lamt'I , RILR 3:167: 1715; Newport,

Slidfie/d , Ndth.m . Richardson. 1775; Newport. Descrthed
as ship carpenter.

Shneve. Richardson , 1772; Newport. BB

Simpson , fohn Bannister [20, 275; 1747; Newport.
Someumeshsred as "carpenter."

Simpson, Samuel . Bannister 120,275 ; 1747; Newport.
Sometimes recorded as "c arpen te r" as in Goddard 's rase.

Smith , Norhllfl/el. Richardson ; 176.~·1777 ; Newport ,
Sourhwick. /ona thdn. Richa rdson ; 17'JS; Newport. BB
·~ U1 fford, Imwh RILR 2:S11) 1697; prohabh' Newpor t.
Stevens, Thomes. RILR ,\'2.1">; 171-1·171 5, Swansea, Mass.
Tallrn nn . Beninmlfl. Slone 68; born 1741, died 18-.'\6, active

and nationally fam ous in h is field IhrOU,l:hOOI his life;
Providence. Built th e fri~te W anen . John Brown's
Geor,i:e Wajhlfl,i:lOn , Ann and Hope, and many more.
totalling about a hundred vessels. The Geor ge Wa, hlflg wn
is well kn own for k inKth e ship Brown foisted on the
federal government as a man-of-war. In a recently
discovered Certificate of Measurement, Tallman in 1793
gives her len gth as lOti feet, bea m ,nIh feel , depth 21 feel .
and a bu rden. "c ar penter's measure," of 6CXJ tons The
official Provid en ce surveyor , William Barton , gives her
length as no feet 9 inc hes [the survevcr'slength is
usually I!:reate r than the builder's and ma y be an overall
or deck figure , while the Iauer's IS at the water line or ,
in some mstances at least , a t the keel], about the Slime
beam and drall . and with a 62-1'lOn burden based on the
longer length (Cusw ms!.

In an other newly discovered document dated Decem
ber 21, 1797.lohn Brown apparenely first offered her for
sale as an Indiaman , "sh e is 115 feel by the keel."
.1.\'12 tee t hy the beam and 1-1 '/2 o r 1-1 11. feet in the hold
[he is not quite sure], " a very fast sailing ship by and
large." He also credus her with "about 820 tons bUI she
wil l stow 1100 IOns of china or other light ROods by
measuremen t" [Iohn Brow n Papers].

Nothing ca me of thts evidently, because in t he su mme r

•

,
. t'"
,~
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oi 1798 Brown orlered her to rhe government as "fitted in
all respects for A Ship-of-War." She was now represented

as "one oi the he<;t sailors in America." anli Brown

convenienrtv neglected to give any dimensions. In terest
in the ship was then generated. an mspecnon ma de on
John Bro....n's home ground of Provid ence, a hili!:h ly
favorable repo n given, an d the Secreta ry of the Navy
purchased the (,"eoQ;t' Wa,\lllnglOn fon hw n h. This heamy
merchan tma n eventually develo ped, of co urse, as a
"d ull vessel:' \101 ,11 a]llas! a nd in poor phy sical condition
.I S well . Hedges, James B" Browns of Providence Planw 
nons: The l..'mell:enlh Century [Providence, 1968) 72-74.

T<llp.loho. To....n Tax , 17IlJ-1784; Customs; 1795;
Providence. Built the snow Rebecca.

Thur/"'-r. fohn. Town T ax 1801-1806; Providence.
Thurber, Samuel. Obadiah Brown Pape rs; 1759; Tow n T ax ;

17~9-179.l. 18(X}-1~; Providence. Buih for the m erchan t
Brown a ....hue o.:rk "square stern'd sloop .47' by the
keel,. IS' hy the beam with a 7 foot ho ld,"

Thurcton. GrlOJa/l. Banmarer 108 , 120; 1747; Ne wpo rt.
Someti mes hstcd as "ca rpen ter."

Thurston, Samuel. Bannister 120; 1747; Newport. Some
times listed as "carpenter" as in Co ddard's case.

Thurston, William. Bannister 120; [747; Newport.
Tuwnvend. CbrJ,\ lopbn, Downi ng 75; 172S; Ne wpo rt. Alsu

descr ibed as "house joiner" [q.v. fur derails]. whil e
kno wn todav for fine cabinet makmg lt wou ld appea r he
was productng Iumuure whi le descnhmg him self at
nrnes as a house or ship joine r.

vuit. fohn. Richardson; 1724; Ne wport. SB
w.mron, Tohn. RILR 2'Jll; 1705; Ne wpo rt.
\Van IOn. William. RllR 2 126 ; RllR 3.179, 1700-1702;

Providence.
\\'J/kJ.., ,....ll/hamel. Town Tax; 1783-1784, Providence.
\Villlam.,. Alexander. Banmsrer 120, 355; 1747-1748;

Ne....pon. Also lured as "head builder," (q.v.).
\VlnsJow.GwrJl:e. Rtchnrdson, 1757; Newport. BB

SPAR MAKER
Ho{)(;key. Stephen. Rich nrdson , 1724; Ne wport. Also listed

.I S a shipw!l!<hr a t a la rer date.

O AR MAKER
M lllcr, Willillm. Richardson ; 177S; Newport.

BlOCKJ,\AKERS

AI/en. Isaac. Banmster 56; Richardson; 1725-1747; Newport .
Allen. \Vj}/i<lm, Rlch,udson; 1755-1768 ; Newpu n .
&mt!, Rogtr. Richardson; 1671; Ne wpo rt.
BUJl:e, Henry. Rrchardson, 1709; Newport .

.~kJ1J,1 of Rh od l' hhwd l"r<lfbml'n are 1<' l' r<: l e ll l,' 1I m th e sh ip.,
lind structures o f tllil J7\1~ ProVIdence w<lta/runt scene.

f"x",.,n!i hI' W,lI'dm IIdml,n 110m.,huh hy T r, U"!! O<ld,I",
r",,,d..,,,,c .\Id""" ' ..n .." ", ..",,,,, ..1>,1' ('<lI""'dr..

Hull,/ueh. Richardson, 1704; :\e....pon

Champney. Town Tax , 17lSO; Providence.
Cb<lnfrdI.lo!>eph RllR 2 J6b, 17(X), Xewpon.
Chll~ney.Bemamm. Town Tax; 1772, Provulence.
Coleman, John. Thomas Wrlhng FranCI~ Papers, RIBS

Library, Dec. 19, 17HJ:l; Providence. w orked lo r sh ip
Warren bo und lo r Calcutta .

Downs.john. Haruuster 58, 76, 11 3, 120, 259, etc.
Richardson ; 1747-1751; Newport.

Har ewuod. EdwllrJ . Tuw n Tax; 1791); Providence.
Hews or Huges. ThuUlUs. Richard son; l76.'·I77fi; Newpon.
fuhmon, Thomes. Rich ardson . 1741; Ne wpo rt.
ulOtbeIl. fohn. Rich ardson; 1741·1753 ; New pon.
Martin, fosepb. Rrchardson, no date grven; probably

Newport at one ti me . In G reene, ~ Joseph Maruu oi
Prov idence billed the schoone r M<lry lor ~ block
"9 inches, 0-2-8;" a lignum Vitae truck anJ one sheave ior
0-1·3; and also lor a pump box, all on Sept. 20, 1799. Thrs
Martin IS probably the same as the cabmeunaker
m en uoncd In On 1,2 1 and other sources. uSing b rs ski lls
In another field,

Monroe, Richardson; 1795; Newport.
Mum fur d. llenoni. RIchardson ; Igm) Ne wpun.
Norman. Mm e- , Richardson; 179:;; New po rt .
Not!on. T heJllt<l s. Richa rdso n, 1711; Newport,
Peckham. hadc. Downing 113 ; 11ID7 ; Newpor t.
Robmson. Henry. Rich ardson, I8O'J; Newport.
Tuell, fames. Richardson, no da te given, Ne wport.
whne, ' RlchOi ldson ; 1775; Ne wport.
Zeno 111. Perer. Richardson, I77S; Ne wpon

HEAD BUILDER
\VlIbams. AleJI.<lnda, Bannister 120. 355; 1747-1748.

Somenmes listed as a shipwright

CB AISE.'I-1A KERS

RllIley. Stephen. Greene; 1824; Providence,
Cannon. ChdrlC\ and fohn. Do n inJl: 498; 1810, Ne wpor t.
Da!1.Jl:c l!. RU,I,IC/l. AIm}'and Bro n Papers; 18m ; Providence.
Frnlh iTlg,bam. Nathnmel. O tt I :15, J 117; 177()·1787;

Providen ce.

Lewilancl Reed. ' ","eph J. Fen ne r Pape rs; IRI I-18 12,
Providence,

Ntwmllfl.D<rvrd Alm y and Brown Papers ; 11111; Moses
Brown Papel~. !--1Lsc, Real Estate. RIHS libra",'; 1809,
Rehoboth, ;\1ass

Pucher. lames and Lemuel. Providence C.l:eue. Jan 6,
17911, notice that the "ccparmerslup' w~s dissolved by
the dea th of Lemuel.
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MASO....S RULES OF WORK IN LAWFULL MONEY 1761

time wt me 1 put it in My De,k with Some other
Par CH and for~OI it till this winter Over Haling Some
Letters it came to Hand as 10 what you wrote abou t
wether Arche,~ in A Brick House are Paid for Over an d
Above we in the Rules of Work usd to Say to Setting
wmdows etc So much per window when we did
No More than Turn a Common Arch WI Common
Brick the Turn in~ the Arch and Setting the Window
were Both Included (tho / th in k it was not So well
Expressedi and Ha.~ Alade Some mimndeHtanding
among Workmen Some I believe has Had i t for Both
and Some not but n rs Belter EXp1C.st in the Last Artic1s
or Rules of work which I Shall Herewith Sen d you
tU W Rubd and griged PI Work Such as Straight Arches
Over Window Pilaslers iacioes and Mou /dim Cu t tV
Rubbed they are Commonly Cha rged by the lime it
Take.s A Common Sl1aight A rch a.~ Charged Last Sum
mer W,H ahout 1-6-R £qui1 to £lOour Old Tennor ---

0-16-00
0- 0- 9

0- 2- 4
0- 3- 4
0- 0- 3~

0- 0- 5
0- 3- 4
J- 1- 8

0- 0- 10

0·16· 0
J-04- 0

0- 0- 9

Lawful Mo ney
0- 5- 4

1- 0- 0
0-16- 0
0 -16- 0

0-00-10

Stone Wo:Il/ per Plrch be
Loyinjt Brick~ per Thotl~and Lorjte SOrl he
Smo:lll Ditto
TurnlrJjt Ar~'hcs over Blnt Summers be
Th<ll Rnck Calli per I,J{" he
Thol Mflkl njt new OVI'n~ Excl usive of

Loyin1- Brick he
That til/mg walh per yd Ilj'
Thar Selli n1- Window" Turnin1- Arcbes

tll rouxb nver n urc
9 Thor CU lfjn.~ e}l/nim per fOO l he

10 That Layinx Wa IN lahle ond Cover per foot
be

I I T lw r ulyil1X Common /-It' /Hlll s

12 That M'l kll1 .1: l il lie ChimneY,1 he
1.1 ThaI M akll1x }lnck icnce per /001 he
14 Tlli/ l PerXHlIl. of funnel, he per funne l
15 TII<II MClkin1- Common CohholJ.~.~ebe
16 That LI'Olhin1, lind P}t'II.l ta in jt be per yard
17 Tha t l eal hlll1- and Plea.' ll'r ing be per yd

flndinjt Mauria'-I
/8 That finilhJn1, PleaHellnjt be per yard
19 Thor SewI/X DU lch Tile be per Tile

7,

I

2
J
4
5,

CHAISEMAKERS - connnued
RICf', Nt1l!ldn Ik nnn i w.ncmuu Accounr Rook 19,89 ;

1750-17.'> 1; East Greenwich Billed Wat er ma n "by the
Ma kin.!: one Chan: SO-O-O," an amount co nsiderably in
excess 01 the cost of an expensive chair at that time.
l at er billed him for painting the "chare' and "Seve ral
articles" for same Another enr rv for making .1 saddle and
harness lor a "chare," and other entries else where
indicate "Chare' was used for "chaise" in manv cases,
co mplicaerng the work (If e.altv researchers 00

"cbarrmakeas."
Richardmn. Harman, le/!;.JI Parers 1';9; 1768,1771;

Providence.
Sea\-er, Richard Ott I'IS, 1770; Providence.
Smith, ,\'oob. John Caner's ledger, RIHS l ibrary, 310;

1774-1775; Almy and Brown Pape rs, Box 35; 1790;
Providence. See also account book of wtlltam Allen,
painter. 1714-1790, RUIS library, for more transactions
wrthm these dates and Mechan ics, 1791, for general tr ade
III tillS field.

Smuh, Samuel Town T.1x, IA((); Provi dence.
Slall_ William, Legal Papers. 159; 1711; O u 1:23; 1784

1787; Newport Also see entry for John Stra tton belo w.
stone. Samud. Joseph I· Fenner Papers , 1820; Provi dence.
Strctron. lohn. O n, Carr ia/!;C'S and Their Problems,"

The Bulb Horn. v. '\0, no. 2:30, 31; 1790-1801; Greene;
1790-1RO I, Newport

Sua/Inn and Wo:IUI'. Richa rdso n; 1789; New port .
To:Iylor. Edwo:lrd. Sto ne 110; late 18th century; Providence.
Thorp. Reuben. Stone 110 , late 18th cen tury; Provi dence.
WilIlo:Im.~, Henry. loseph J Fenner Papers; 1811 -1 812,

Prov idence.

MASON S' " ART ICLE-tin

On february 8, 1762, John Frothingham of Charles
town, Massachusetts, wrote this letter to John Stevens
of Newport. Found in a desk owned for generations by
the Sheffield-Townsend familie s, transcribed by
permission of Samuel S. Sheffield, the letter is located
at the Newport Historical Society. The desk is now in
the co llection of th e Newport Restoration Foundation.

Sr 1 Received your Lette r from Newport Sepr 76th
1760 and Shou ld have ben glad to have t., Rd l'e [sic]
Served you bUI it was at th at time an Excedin g Busie
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20 Thill Whl!fwa,hlng Cummon Rovm' be 0- 6- 0
21 Th<Jf~/"ckmt( vi Llml' per H/).~~head be 0- 2- 8
22 Thill SI/rmg of Lime per Ho~~head be O· J. 4
23 ThaI Screenm.'l: of Sand per ullld be O· 0- 8
24 ThaI Seltmg Sllll< pn Hundred Gallon be o-J3· 4
25 Thill Makm.'l: of .~(llfff)1d~ he Cha rged Accor dm x ro

Ihe Ti me il Takes

you perceive by the forego ing AIli cJes th ey all' all put
in wwfull m oney (the firs! rime il has bin so, A Doller
0:1 fixed by Lrw in Old Tinnor is 45/ in Ltlwfu ll M on ey
6/ Seven and Half for one as we Call it o u r Acromps

are Mosrly Made OUi in Old Tennor T h at always
Haveing rh e Same Rela tio n to L:JwfuJ Money
one Shilling Ltlwfull Money bei ng Sev en an d Six pen ce
in Old Termor is Ea.~iet understood an d Saves a great
many iracuons one Shilling Sterling being just T en
ShilJin~ in Ou r old Tennor and being So fixed we can
the Easier Reccon when we are at a Los the value By
the Prices of work at Hom e ------
I Learn from Doctor Danforrb A young Gentleman
Lalely Come from New Port that you are paveing your

Sueet and as I am uppon the Ma uer it may be no

Drservrce to you ro Let you Know How Paveing is done
Here the Price u~d to he 7 6 old Tenner pe l ya rd
Common Paveinx [vless" o r "unless" ind istin ct;
attempted e ras u re 1] when it wcs done wt very Small
Stone_~ and f1ower ,~ a.~ Some Time in yards it is Cha rgd
in proportiDn 10 th e Ext ra Ti me Mr T hornton aJ
Forsdick undertook the Roston Louery pavement
th ey Had ior i l /9 per yd Lawfull Mon ey . I underrook
th e Chark~Ton Lottery Pavement / Had for it / 10 per
yard the Lmd being more un even So Inmore Labour to
/'repar the ground RUI where A Hill or Noll.' was to be
Removed Some Rods it was Removed in Carls ct the
Expence of rile Com m itte - _

Sr I am Q uile willing to Serve yon in any thing th o
we are Stranxe r.\ to Each oasbe r / have thought many
~ [sic] TI m es wh ile / have bin writing to you

A mong w h tll Sort of M('n ttl Reckon you bUI Hope you
may be One Ihat is walking tn th e Na rrow way Ihal
Leads 10 Liie among the fiew that fin d i t Our Blessed
Lord ha~ lOughl thal jf a M an Should mine the wh ole
world and l.om hi\ own Soule he wou ld be a great

l.OOSl'r - Don't Let us Loose our Sou ls for A Th m g of

Noughl Bur SI'ek tiBI the Kingdom of Heaven and the
RlgluiOlHne.n thereof lhen arc we Safe for Roth Wur1d.~

b I t nor Rea,onabe to Make th e grea tes provis ion
where we are l.lIngc\tlO Tarry to Choose the good Par!
that Cannot be Tuken from us fh at when the Earthly
House of thi' Tdht'In"de be di,olved we Oldy have
A Ruddinx of God an House not .\:Iade with Han d
Eternal in the Hcevcns _

The,e from your [nend and Hu m ble Sert - --_

lohn Froth ingham

Ch arlesTown Febr Srh 1762

KEY TO ABBREVIATED SOURCES
Ban nister , John, Acco un t Book 1746·17-19. RIHS Library .
Brerkoe, Ethel Hall . Cabmermakeu of AmeIlca INe... York.

19571-
Bofhcuse, Gladys E" " Itlth Century Building Agreem ents: '

Newporl H15tory 4,~ I IWinter 19701.
Brown, Moses, Ledgee 176.~, RIHS Library .
Cus to ms. U. S Cus toms House Papers, pa rtic ula rly

Ce mficares of Measureme nl, RIHS Libra ry.
Do wning, Am omeue F. and S<:ully, Vincent J., lr.,

A,chHeclural HerJla!r Of Newpon Rhode hla nd 1640·
1915. 2nd ed. rev. (Ne w Yor k. 19671.

Gr eene, Alben C. and Richard W. Col lecuon incorpor at ing
the Isaac Senter Papers, RIHS Library.

Ish am, Norman M., Hh lor y of lhe Fabric (Providence. 1925).
A study of the Meeung Ho use of the First Baptist Church
in Prov iden ce .

Mecha nics, Providen ce Associa tion of Mechani cs and
Manufacturers PapCIS, RIHS Library.

On I, O n, loscph K.. " Recent Discoveri es Am oog Rhode
Island Cabine tmake rs and Th eir Work." Rh ode tstond
Hlwlry28 I 119691.

Oil 2, "MOll' NOles on Rhode Island Cabinetm akers and
Their Work ," Rh ude Islan d Hislory 28 :2 (19691.

011 ,l, "St ill Mor e NOIcs Oil Rhode Island Cabinetmakers
.md Allied C ra ftsme n:' Rhode Island History 28:4 (19691.

Il.lLR, Rhode Island Land Record s, State Archives.
grchardson . Ce orge H. {lIU/i·19 161,Occupations

lin Newp on], Scraphook 9112, Newport Histrihcal Society,
co py rn RIHS Lihra ry.

Standard sources, best known refere nce wurks on sub ject
un der disc ussion.

Stone. Edwin M , Meehan;" Fe.' IH'a l. An Accounr of lhe
.~evenry·tilll Anlllv<'l~ary of the Pmvidence Alsociatiun
01 Ml'l'hani" and Manu/acturns [Providence. 18601.

Tuwn T.I~, Providence Tow n Tax Records. RIHS Library.
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AIIl.'r rh l' Rt'~'oluIJOna,y Wilt, l' rovldcnce I'ma){l'd ,11 Ih l"
("Ommercldl hea n of ~()lI lhf'tll Neve En)l./and. In [hi.~ dl'lllil
0111 IJrhopaph ~h(lwrn,l( the Grear Brid)l.e aI/dr. an d th e
wnt ,Iidr across fhl' COIt/.", ,<hlp_ and buildrn,l(s In dicate th e
activIIY deV/"/IJprn1. m Ifill Danforth', day. HI.< pwperty lay
a l the _'muh .\1<11' of rhe em'I", In rhl,' psc ture Jl would be
arrfUximlluly <It 'he up 0' th(' whul" .ail. sliy,lHly righ t
01 center,

U,hox.aph lrom _,k."·,, hv ' .,qur, C".,d M"I>rt ' ,. 1~2,1.

"PlOvidrnrr f ,,,m lh. N""h ."

.....
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Earning a Living 1788-1818 :
Job Danforth, Cabinetmaker

The cahi ne tmaki ng trade In Providence during the late
eigh teenth and early nmcrccnrh centuries has begun to
eme rge on ly recently trom obscuntv.' The fame of the
Townsend -Godda rd clan in eighteenth-century

Newport I Ol many year s overshadowed interest in
Providenee cabme rmakers and their furniture , and on ly
w ith thc rev 1\ 31 oi In terest In Federal period lurniturc

has tha t 01 Providence begu n to receive the attention
..... hrch its dc.,i~n an d wor kmansh ip mer it Newport
never recover ed lrom British occupauon which resulted
In con siderable property damage and a radical drop In

population Providence, which was not occupied by th e
British , repla ced Newport as the rradmg center of
Rhode Island. and in th e postwar business expansion
the city emerged as th e co m merci a l heart of sou rhc m
Ncw England . New weah h and an increase in popula
tion resulted in th e buil di ng of numerous h ouses
in cludin g som e o f th e m ost elegan t lat e eighteenth- and

ea rly nmerccmh -ccntury examples in America .
One of rhc cabincrmakin g shops responsible tor

[urnixhing Providence houses belonged to [nb Danforth
117.t.')-1K3Kl whose account " Boock No 2" is in th e
Rhode Island Historical Society Library. Because h is

fi r~ t account book is mi ssing Danforth's bu siness
records begin on ly in 1 7H~ and end in 1818 after several
year s of nearly inactive accounts, The possible exi st 

cn ce of now missing day or minute books furt h er
hinders an accurate account of the total production and
income lrnm Danforth 's shop, although the one

e xivting hook probably reco rds a reason ably accura te
view of the product s made by Danforth an d the types of
ser\ ices which he render ed These exi sting accounts
also give so me in sight mr o the organ ization of the

cabin etmaker's sho p, a lthough en tnes which indicate
appren tices and jo urne y me n workers are probably

. Mr. Pdlsburv IS scmor O:;UIJlnr. Dccoranve and Fmc Arts,
New York Stale H,slOry Collcc uon. Schenectady. Ill s
article is th e resuh of research conducted as a Felluw of
th e Winterthur t'rcerarn in Early Amcrican Culture.

by '.Vil/i 'Ull M . PiIIsbury '

Incomplete. The economy of the period as indicated in
Danforth is a mix tu re of ba rte r and specie, and credit
appears 10 have been extended lU cust om ers for seve ral
yea rs as a matter o f co urse, Business an d per sonal
rel at ions h ips between Danforth and othe r Providence

craftsmen may he de tcr rmned, in part. from his
accounts.

This article is limited , necessarily , to the organiza

tion, economics and fumiru re of Job Danfcrrh's shop as
h is " Boock No.2" indicates each of these facet s. The
greatest proportion of this paper is devoted to a
sta tistical exam inat ion lIf furni ture mentioned in
Danforth . ln order to produce th is, Danforth needed
assistance in the running of his sho p.

SHO P ORGA~IZATlON

During th e ergh rccn th and early nineteenth centuries
the usual work cycle of the cabinetmaker sta rted at
abour fourt een 10 sixteen years of age with apprentice

sh ip to a master cabinetmaker. At the end of the
ap prc nncesh lp, age twenty-one or younger, rhc

appren tice became a journeyman paid wages . on piece
.....ork . or a com bi nation of both, The ioumeyman might

have mov ed and worked in several towns for m ore
cabinetmakers until he had accumulated enough

capital to establish hi s ow n shop. At this stage the cycle
was renewed when the new proprietor took on an
app rentice to help him.2

The only mention of an apprentice in Danforth

appears in the accoun t of George Armington
(or Arnington as spe lled in the book] who is lislctt in the
Providence Directory IR2B as a cabinetmaker on

Benevolent St reet. Between 1798 and 18£XJ, Arm inl':lOn
ran up a bill for £4 .4.3 worth of "a par e of shoes, stuff
for t .....o tea tables," a few feet of maple and cherry

Largelv rhrough etfOTlSof Wendell D. G,u reu , Eleanore
B Munahon , Charlec F Montgomery , Ioseph K Ott.
and ot hers,

2 Charlcv F, M{1nt~nmcry . American Furninuc : F,',kra/
PerIOd (New York. IY661 U.
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boards and 01" cash pede" out to hi m. His accou nt was
credited " by what I was to find you wh ile you was

a primes to me."! Dan forth 's son William also worked
for him during this period, for in 1798 , in Amos

Throop's account two entries mention " W ill iam Work
Repai ring a Gate - 2 6" and "George [Armington]
Work on Your Barn - 4 6-"l William 's account wit h

his falher from 1802 to 1806 enumerates ahour
one thouvand feet of maple, chestnut, cypress and pine
boa rds ~ Th is quannrv may mdt care that William
worked in his father 's shop on hi s own accou nt and was

cha rged for the wood he used .
Another possible worker in Danforth 's shop was

Nathan W ater m an lr., son 01 Richard wa ter ma n of
Coventry and nephew of Nathan W ater ma n of Provi

den ce. Natha n Jr. hoarded wit h Da nfort h from 1795 to
I KO I. ~ A Nat ha n Wat erma n who was a shop joiner is
mentioned in Walte r R. Danfo rth 's re miniscences of
Providence 1 Walter was one 01 Job Dan fort h's sons.

For five months in 1789 to (790, Amos C hase paid
£. 1.5.0 lor the rent of Dan fort h's sho p which may
indicate that he was a ioumcvman ca binetmaker
rennng space in the Da nfort h shop.s Du ring the

summer of IKII , Hold ey Arnold carne 10 live and work
for Danforth for sixteen weeks. H IS expenses for room

and board we re 2 6 per week and Danfonh paid him
the same amount for hi .. wo rk , M) the account was
settled nearly 9 These accounts indicate that Danforth
had at least one apprentice, if not tv..-u, a iourneyman
and possrhlv some assistance tr om hrs sons. Danforth's

income indicates that he could nOI have had much
morc help.

SHOP f co:"nMIC'i

Job Danforth's annual in come m ay not he com plete
because oth er accou nt, da y, or mi nute boo ks may have
existed which recor ded further trans.tcuons. Amounts

given in the accounts are not la rge by tod a y's sta ndards,
and equal on ly £ 1,949.12.10 fro m 17HH th rough 1805
an d $722.42 irom 1806 th rough 1818, o r S6,62 1.AO for

th e th irty· year pcnod. w T h is averages to $220.72 per

l Danunth 201 Subsequent ref erences III Danforth's
'"Boock -..:" 2" are noted hy ['a l(e numbers unlv.

~ [' 1<J9
" [' 2 .~~ . 2:;9.
(i [' 1(,7

7 Cla rb un A. Cu lli ns .trd.ed "Prctutcv III Psovrd ...nee in the
Pas t. 17YO-li\20: Remimsccnccs 01 Waltcr R Danforth,"
Rhod tO " 'ii/II/UNlIT)" 10:3 lIuly 19'> 11 90

year , in cl ud ing very lean years hom 1&17 to 1818, and
is obviously less than the one dolla r pe r day lstx
shillingsl earned by iourneymen in Philadelphia and
Ne..... York cabinetmak ing shops around the year 1800. 11

Danforth appears to have been able to earn a higher

average income if he had been lust an ordinary
journeyman, but it is quite probable that his fu ll
income does not appear in this one su rviving book.

The po~slbililY exists that he may have had income
from real estate rent al or other sources which he ne ver
bothered to en te r in his shop book.

U nt il I~09, between srxtv and cighw- rhree percent of

the an nual total ca me hom furn iture sales an d th e
bala nce w as de ri ved fro m the miscellaneous goods an d
ser vices which D anforth ren dered to his custome rs.
After IK09 , the pe rce ntages of in come mad e up by
fu rniture, labor ..... ages, repairs, wood sa les and

miscellaneous goods and services varied unpredicta b ly
because 01 ,1 severe decline in Danfo rth's entire
business. The year 179H was his most prosperous; h is
cha rges to customers amounted 10 £ 188 .15.7. Overhead
wa-, probabl ... quite sm all because Danforth owned h is

buildings [two houses and harns!, 12 his too ls and
probably made the greater proportion of his furni tu re

hrmsclt
USIO!: th e formula outlined by Charles F. Montgom

ery ha.....d on lallor charges and masters ' retail prices lor
iurniture In the IN6 C<-lbjnl'lm<lkt"r~' Ph l1udt' /rh lu and
London Book 0 ; Pn ces. it appears that Danforth easily

could have made his tumuure in the pea k yea r 1798.
In the Ph iladel phia price hoo k M()nt~omery no tes that
costs an d profit
increl1'l'd tbe tetail price to an aVrruK(' of three and

IIr!C half lilll(,.~ rllt' labor cn~ l Hence it follow., lhat if

o ne know, tlJe teiuil price of (] ricer of fllWltllH' illst
/l('iou' or aftel 1800 he can Ilpprnxillwrc the rim e

re(juiu·d fm milking ir by COIl Vt'rtin}: rh e retmtprice to

dollar, ,1Ild dividill1!. by three 1I1ld one IlUU,u
Thus, the fu rniture th at Da n fort h solJ for ~ 152.8 ,4

in 1 798 1 ~t'e T able II took him jus t over forty-one days
to make ii the for mula is correc t in th is case . Da n fort h's

" r l.~
9 r 1M9.

10 "ee T3hlc 1
II ,\1"n t~"mt r y, l.l.
12 H enrv R C hac e. Owne r, and O'.l"Up,ml ' 01 rhe Lob .

/fou l'\ .m J .\ hor~ In the Town oj / 'runJl'na, Rhod..
1,llIflJ In /79K [Pruvrd ence, 191~ 1 u .
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margin of profit and overhead may have been les s, but

he st ill could have ma de h is furni tu re and performed
h is ot he r services in 179Mwith liu le assistance provided
tha t the account hook indicated the en ti re ou tp ut of

the shop. Aiter making his Iumnure an d pe rforming
miscellaneous services for h is cus tomers Danfort h then
had to have the paucncc to await payment.

PAn I E:-.IH TO THE l.:A81~H.'VdtER

Payments look many forms depending upon the tr ad e

and positron of the debtor Onen Da n forth too k on
account Items which he could euher use hi mself or

re-sell to his customers, and the possibility ex ists that
he may have asked certain debtors to repay in goods
needed in his family or requested by cus tomers.

Prormncrn customers su ch as [abez Bowen often paid
for their furniture and m iscellaneous services with
cash, although Danforth someumes had to extend
credit to them for several years before he received his

money Andrew Dexter ordered £10.11U worth of
purchases bet ween 17i19and 1798 when he finally
settled his account I ~ The finn of M ason and Lan nard

owed £.37.16.21(2 lor goods pu rchased bet ween 1789
and 1793. T hey paid m 1794.15

More numerous than cash payments wer e not es and
orders payable either hy th e debtor to D anforth or by
some th ird part y in dcbr m Da n forth's cus tomer.
Co mbin auons of cash , no tes , orders and goods some
times wen t in to the settling of an account. Ha rd mo ne y

or specie: was not alw ays the most convenient or eve n
possible mea n s of paying a ddn because (If its scarci ty.
Exam ples 01 these vary ing tvp cs of payment ab ound in

loh Danforth's "boock." In 1796 Lew is Bosworth paid
for hi s consi de rable order of fu rn iture (h igh post

bedste ad. eig ht m ahoga ny chairs, window and bed
cumiccs an d two t;lhles l with cash and a " note of hand "
tota ling L I7.17.0. I~ [nh n W;JTIl er in the next yea r

sett led hi s account "by an orde r un Joseph Peck,"!" and
Danfort h crc dnedIona rha n Coy's account " by a
discoun t o f nnot with Mary Coy - LO.13 .I." lR Three
"cheu rs at 5 - @" nnd "a due bll un Kingl ey Carpenter"

balan ced David Bacon's account." but a far more

complica ted arrangement appears in that ot John
W aterman , a ckuhrer, in 1790 . Dan forth delivered a
beaver hat til Asa Fran klin , cashed an " order upon
....'iason an d Lm nard" for Waterm an and sold h im

"2 Qua rts wts.nae r Rum" in retu rn for which Danforth
accepted six teen h undr ed weights " o f he ay by the han d
oi M r, Boyd " in full sculemer nof Wa terman's £ 1 13.7

accounr .w These seemingly cnmphca red ern nes are far
hom un ique an d illust rate the extent to which
individuals went eo avoid th e usc of cas h.

Nathan Isckson . a shopkeeper, in 1798 reimbursed
Danforth lor iurniture " by Sund reys Out ni [his] shop,"
and in lilO4, atter lackson became register ot de eds ,

paid up his account by allowing Dan forth 10 register a
deed." h en the Benevolent Congregational Society's
Deacon Samuel Nigh tingale paid Job Danforth in kind
fur th ree boxes and a communion ta ble " by a Discom pt
in paying for my puc 10 thc mcrcmg house - £ 1,9.0: 'u
Provisions supplied Juhn W ill iam s with the means to

pay Dantonh for his maple desk and two tables in 1797.

Mutton, trcsh po rk , COTO, beef and "cash recei ved of
lohn Barton ," evrdcnrly a debtor ot W illiam s, sett led
rhe £6 ..1.0 accuunt.l.I The most mrcrcs ung ot the

prov isio n paym ents can be found in David Hill 's
account 10 wh ich Da n io nh ag reed to be paid in the
turure wah CUTO al a specified pnce, 01, in ot her wor ds,
w ith corn " fut u res":

17~9 To a lea lo/ld wicb 1am to
OU(J/>er 6 h/1YC 5 hu .,heh of com (or £0.150

17 To tub!!_,! IJcliverd your order - £U.1 5 ,U

rov('padc ill (,'Ofll llt:l l - £ 1.10.0
On Janu ary 14, 17Yn, Hil l pai d Danforth "9 Bushel uf
co m and 2 1lus hcl of poiatees," which indicates that

one bu sh cl ot co rn eq ua led tw o of porutoes.c'
Speci alized servi ces ei ther from the h ome or educa

tional front s ben efited lob Danforth in exchange for

his work , On Decemb er ii , 1790, Ann Medb ur y of
Scituate paid for her thtce-and -one-half-fo or ~bll.' " by
weaving 18 yards of clo th," a coverlet an d so me mor e
unspecified clo t h I ~ W idow Tallman spun 5 6 worth

,. r 101.

Ll .\Innt .l:,.mery !l " 10 r .1').">0

" r ;~ 11 r IIp·lS.
Ll r 11 zz r 1(,; ·6.
J(, p. 167.~ L1 r 1ll-,1·-I
p p. III') " I' .11·1

" r Ll 1. ; r -I<}- .;o
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of yarn III exchange for Danforth's services in "s tai ni ng
and polish ing a Larg tabel" in 1789.21\ As lob Danforth 's
spelh ng m drcates , the educanona l standa rds of his

ge ne tauon [a t least for spelhng and handwri tingl were
less than those imposed upon his chi ld ren at the end of
the eighteenth century Darnel Box's account III 17')2
is credited "bv your schooling accompr - £ 10.4., -1 " in

pavmenr ior turmrure, wood and repalrs !7 Five years
later John Lawton paid for rumuure and sundries,
includmg " fraim ing a ;Lne," "by amount o f his Bill for
Schooling up to Seprcm r 22m! . 1797 - £ IO.18.6. " l~

Both these men evidently tau,l:h t Dan to rrh's sons well
because a number o r enmcs In his hook ap pear

fau ltless by mode rn standards in both spelling an d
hand wnnng

Possibl y the most import.mr for m of pav me ru to

those interested in furnitu re was th e wood that
Dan forth received fro m va rious cus tomers. He co uld
no r have received all of his wllod as pay ment because

there are nunccable shona,l:c!> o t m aho,l:Jny ami cherry
un the custome rs' credit Side which may in dicate that
Dantenh purchased these pnrnarv woods nutright
trum a lumber merchant or cuu rurv woo dcutt er. M any
01 the Danlonh customers who supplied wood lived

ou tside of Providence in loh nvton , Scituate, Cranston
and Glocester where secondary cabinet woods such J.S

chestnut, maple, pine and oak came from. Cherry,
"srpros" [cvprcss], ash . birch, black walnut and

mahn,l:any appear less frequently , The appearance of
q'press in the accounts is unusual because it is a
sou the rn wood which can grow no farther no rt h than
sou rhem Del awar e and was used ex te nsively , it is

thought . in Carolina fu muure. T wo possi ble ex plana
tions tor rhrs wood a re eithe r co avtwtsc Im portat ion

becau se of its res istance to da mp ness an d insects or the
mi stak en identity of a loca l wood of th e sam e fam ily .

fUIlNITtJU FROM THl SHllP

Furn iture sales appear to have accounted for between

sIXty and eigh ty-fi ve percen t of Dan forth's ann ual
inc ome J uri n/; the m ost prod uctive decade 1795 to 1805

(sec Table I I. Da nfonh en umera tes fiftv-crght d ifferent

.!(, r 1.\.-1

.!7 p, 9· to.

.!li p. IS'I-60.
2'1 p. 1(,1

fu rnit ure forms and vari a t ions of these in hi s account
book, The possi bili ty exists that rtus figure is slightly
inaccu rate because in some en tries Da n forth did not

speci tv the type of form ma de, but rath er he wrote only
"table" ur " chair" (see Table 21 . Tables and stands,
desks, chests of dra wers and bu reaux, bedste ads,

sideboa rds , sofas, bookcases, a fire screen, clo th es
hOl~S . sea chese, coffins and ch ai rs were all made
by Danforth

Tdbln ana Stand_so Ninetee n differen t types or

vananons of tables exist in Da nforth 's accou n ts. The
most n ume rous type is the "thrce-and -one-half-foor

rahle" whose desc ri ption nev er beco mes more exact.
Other d ime nsions are so me tim es not ed , particularly
th ose of four Icet and fou r and on e-half feet, These

tables may have been simple drop-leaf dining tables
w ith eithe r sq ua re taper ed legs, or les s likely, with
(;;lhriole legs and pad fee t, two Il'gs swing-ing to suppo rt
the leaves. T he top s of these tables are n early always

approximately square when th e leaves ar e ope n ed, so
tha r a four- foo t table would have longer , deeper leav es
than a th ree-and-o ne-half-foot table Ma h ogany , che rry

and maple co nstitu ted the wood s used, dependi ng upon
whether the customer wished to pay on ly nin e sh ill ings

per toot for a m aple table or exacdv double tha t figure,
ei,l:htccn shillings, for the rich show an d durabili ty of

a maho/;:any table. An even more expensive varianon
was a mahogany table with cia w' feet wh ich cos t
twen ty-tour vhillings pe r foo t. Thom as Jack son ,

J wealt hy Providence mercha n t, orde red four such
ubles of th ree and one-half fee t eac h from Danforth in
I 79S . 2~ Possihly ma de 10 fit end- to-end in the dining

mom , these tables m ust h ave mad e an im pressive sight
lined up in a row .

Stan ds of all typ es were ,Jlso popular. MJplt:

c.mdlcs tnnds cost from seven sh il lin,l;s six pe nce and
Illahogany on es cost th iny . Th e entries in Danfonh 's
accoun t hook indicate th at "s ta nd" may m ean a small

tahlc on a sing le cen tr al pillar w ith thr ee legs. Candle
stands h ad eithe r " turned tops" or tops wh ich were

unspecified and m ay have been either round , sq uare or
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elli ptic . T ho ..c candlcsrands listed wi th "turned lOPS"

COSt nearl y twice what J .. tand with an unspecified top
cost. " T urn ed tops" may have referred to " d ished" tops
and th e unsperrticd ones m ay have h ad a flat to p

surface. Entries which dcsignarcd stands w ithout any
adrccuv c may refer to urn, basin or ke ttle 'lands.
These un dcsrgnatcd stands ranged in price , as stated

above, from seven shillings SIX pence to thirty shillings .
T he pnce oi a cherry stand ranged equidistant
between pnces of maple and mahogany stands. This
price iormula appea rs valid for must other forms of

rurnuure as well. A cherry stand cost eighteen shillings
while d cherry stand with a turned top COSI twenty-four
shillings which WdS a considerable sum for a stand.

W hen the entries do not specny ihc wood , the wood
used was pmhably maple Numerous instances occur
where the price was the same for a table: of unspecified
....·ood as lor another more explictrly Slated m aple.

Cherry and maholo:an}' appear 10 be cxpcnsrve or
unusual enough 10 warran t careful men tion in
Dantonh's cnme,

Pembroke tables of maple. cherry and ma hogany

played an important ro le in Providence ho use furnish -

F,y.u/I' I. M<lhoJ{lmy nil lOp tea lil/>/I' a lft/ bu tcd 10 rhe ,\ho p
0/ /01> V <1n /mth o f r'/f/ Vldl'/KC. c. 1790. Thu <1nd the pieces
dlu' IT," ed III FlIf,Urn 2.;1 dnd 4 arc pft, 10 th e SociI' I}' fr om
I. D,mfurlh Edwdrd, . d dncl'ndmll of the Cab in l' lm a ker.

ing because of rhcr r versatility for dining, tea serv ing
and general usc . The cheapest m aple tables cost one
pound ~ev'e n shillin~~ and the ma hogany Pembroke
cost up to lo u r rounds four shilhngs

Tea tables appear in Da n forth's entries at a low er
price than Pembroke tables poss ibly because th ey

contained noleaves T he only clue to their shape is one
entry which mcnuon« a square tea table of unspecified
wood . probably che rry , which cost one pound eight
shillin~s Other rea tables of uns pecified sha pe an d

wood CO~l as low as thirteen shi lli ngs six pence. but
these tea tables generally emt between fifteen shillings
and one pound MahoRany tables cost from one pound
sixteen shillinJ;'> to two pounds From the one entry

descnbmg a square tea table, the form of the other tea
tables may be inferred as either square or rectangular
....-lrh , possihlv, square tapered, molded square or
cabn n]e IeIo:S

Only on e entry in Dantorrh mentions a " rou nd
table " His round table was made oi maple and cos t one
pound t ....-elve shi llinlo:l> ....-h ich indicates that it m ust

have been simila r to a Pembroke table in extent of
wo rkmanship. A unique lorm in the accounts is a

Phor"){'~l'h . '"~ 'h" <In" F,~u,r. 2 .l and ~
h (;"I, man Jur"nr d" d r"ul (,lIrmn

,
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" crossed-leg table" which m ay have been a top on tWO
sets of crossed legs similar to t he m od ern folding -tray
table. This simple table sold for only eight sh illi ngs

six pence and was made of an unspecified wood.
Danforth also m ade twelve kitchen tables the prices of
which average one pound seven shillings. Th is price

must have provided a good-sized table of one of th e
cheape r woods.

A " frame for a marble slab" appea rs once at fifteen

shillings and was probably the frame for a side or

mixing table . In ISO! rob Danforth ma de two " leaf
ends to a mahogany table with a la rge leaf to each" for
labez J{owen. '>O These table ends may have been semi

circula r w ith the leaf attached to the flat side. T he cost
of these table ends was four pounds fou r shillings each

which was a considerable sum for only part of a dining
table. In 1796 Danforth made a "communion tabel" for
Deacon Samuel Nightingale of the Beneficent
Congregational Society .'l] Being a member of th is

meeting house, Danforth de ducted seventeen sh illings,
the cos t of the table, from the ann ual rental of his pe w.

Chai rs. One hundred rwentv-flve chairs appear in
Danforth's book. Banister-back chairs, ch ild re n's

chairs, close-stools armed and unarme d, th ree-back
chairs, armchairs, ioincrs' chairs an d one lolling chai r

we re all sold in Danforth's shop from 4/0 for a " three
back" chair in 1793 to £3.0.0 for a lollin g chair in lR01.
The next most expensive were m ahogany armchairs
which sold for £2.2.0 Ma hogany side ch ai rs sol d for
[Ll30 and a black walnut side chair so ld for three

shillings less in 1792. A ch erry chair COSt 18/ 0, w hile an
ordinary close-stool could be bough t for 12/0. Danforth

sold only one set of six banis te r-back chairs lin 1794 )
at 6/0 each and for [I 1,0 he sold what h e calle d a

"ioyncr's ch air." A " ch ild 's chai r" in L79-1 sold for 7/ 6.
T he ch air and cabinetmaking tra de accounted for

between sixty and eighty-th ree perce n t of Job

Danforth 's income do ring h is more pro ductive yea ts
from l7R8 to 1809 . In all probabi lity Da nforth Walked

for the most pan in the Queen Anne and Chippen dale
styles. T h e tea table or stand (Figure 11attributed to

30 p. 2J 7.
31 p. 165.

FIx-urI' 2. On e of 11 set of kyJlx ha ck ll1ahog<lllY SIde chm r.\
anntnned 10 ' oj, Daniur!h . c. INO, This Ityk ot choir wa$
/l0! uncommon III New Enxlarld. Th l \ set. ho wevcr, can he
<lllnhuled w the ProviJt'nce cdh IJlt' IJJ1 a ke r by lhc Jill!' of
(iJlJuly dl' "ceIIL

Dan forth is made in the earlier Queen Anne sty le . T h e
chai rs illustrated in Figu res 2, 3 and 4 wh ich are also

attributed to Danforth we re made by a cra ftsma n who
was familiar with the neo-classical fu rn iture sty les.
These chairs and the table exhibit no veneers or inlay.
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fi)l.U r1" 1, SIIIIII", to Fl,'>: lIrt>2 !/1 It- IHe o f Ihe kylix and sw a,l(
molll in rhe ,'rim. Ihl< ,/lIe/;11'<lCk maho~my ,lld e chair,
al.Wl Ihouxhr to he rhe wmk "110" Omlfurrh, i< /lahap.,
tnou: ,un'l"<iul rhan F')l.urt' 2 In terms or de, i:.:;n . Roth
chm t., fclmll rhe lrmlwtJnal 'trerdlt,t,~ of on earuer pl'rJOd,

The accounts make no mention of stringing or inlay
of any kind, or even of veneers, although it hardly
seems possible that Dunfonh did not use them on
occasion for sideboards and chests. In sideboards,
chests and other lurniture Danforth may have used

fl)!.ure <1 Urn b'll'k chmrs IlkI' rh/, ~eem to have han made
mo"lIy In CVnnl'C1Il'UI dl ld Rhude ls/an,1 W hile ~jmlla t 1Il
nnsn Ih.,y l'lCk wany 01 Ill<' ple'I,'lnX der,ull .,een In fIgure,
2 and 1. Ofr nl IIldtk 0 ; /0(,1/ woods, ctunrs of thJ.l Iyp l" are
,'\ ocltJled with th,' nalttr-I ot .\fvna/l'mVldl"nce cabllll' r
IIwke" mdudmJ{ lJ<mfotlh's. The hl.\fOry 01 ownershrp ul
rh" ctvan can j", Itdet',j l"ICk /II lop Danfntlh's son.
W,llur Rdh'lXh Danforrh. Mayor of Prnvulence 1853·54.

chestnut, cypress and pine as "secondary" wood for
drawer linings, hack ing, and other unseen pans, Only
these three woods appear in the accounts in quantities
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over a tho usand board fee t which seems to in dicate
that Danforth ma de frequent use of the m . " Primary"
woods , which showed most prominentl y on fu rniture,
are me ntioned as including maple , cherry , black
walnut and mahogany,

Desk s. These appea r in Da nforth 's accounts as th e
thud mO~1 numerous form , Seventy-six desks in fou r
vananons [see Table 21are Hsred The least ex pensive
Danforth designated the " writing desk" wh ich he so ld
from 1\'I'e1\'e shillings up to IWO pounds eight shillings
depending upon the wood used or whether a frame was
mcludcd because at the basic price this was a lap desk.
The most co m mon desk is listed as just a "desk" w hich
probably wa~ th e usual ~Iant top with three or four
dra wers beneath . These in maple were sold from two
pounds five shrlhngs to three pounds twelve shillings
" wit hou t rnmrmngsv-c- without pulls, locks and
escutcheons which were gem'rally lett for the purchaser
to buy separately The higher pnce. three pounds
twelve shillings, incl uded ogee bracket ieet. The
addit ion of this more stylish featu re COSt the purch aser
twelve sh illings ext ra, but may have been included on
the more expensive cherry and mahogany desks, the
former selling between £5.8 ,0 to £7.16.0 and th e latter
lor as muc h as £11.3 ,0. Another variety is listed as a
"dobal tdouble] headed " des k the pr ice of which
ap proximates three pounds like that of Danfo rt h's
regu lar desk . Only one desk-a nd-bookcase ap pears in
Dan forth's boo k, and he so ld this in 1799 for £6. 12.0.
In all pro babilit y th is was made of maple bec ause th e
price for suc h a com plex piece of fu rn it ure appears low .
Ha rdwar e or " tr im mings" was not in cluded gene ra lly
in the pri ce 01Da nfo rth's desks. "T rim mi ngs" cost
from 2/ 10 in 1795 for lock , h in ges and knobs (not pulls)
fat a £3.12.0 desk and in I ~OO, for a £4.4.0 desk the
" tri m mings" cos t 17/4, an unusually high pr ice which
must hav e included locks for all the drawers.

Chcs r~ of Drawers . [oh Da nforth made at least seven
variet ies of chests of d rawe rs the mos t popular of which
was the "high -low case of draws," th e others bein g a
" low case ," a " high case," a chest upon chest, a single

"nest" oi dra wers and a chest listed only as a " case of
dr aws." " Chest of d raws " appears only onec, in 1797, in
th e account book. Danforth ev idently preferred the
word "case" to "chest."

All 01 rhc "high.low" chests wer e made of maple
and were sold h om £2.8 ,0 to £4 .5.0 de pending upon
extras. Twenty-seve n 0/ these chests or " cases" appear
in the accounts and they .....ere probably about five feet
high . Danforth made the " low case" of draw crs only in
maple which sold for £3 _6.0 and was not nearly so
popular as the "high-lew" fo rm . Only one " h igh case ,"
in cherry wood , is mentioned and cost ten pounds.
In 179s the .....ord " bu rea u" appears and seems to
indicate a standard or low chest of drawers. The bureau
had a price range from three pounds for maple to nine
pounds for mahogany. The most elaborate but not [he
most expensive bureau described is nne with five
drawers. a mahogany " swelled front" and cherry top
and ends which cos t £7 .10.0 in l!ID3 . This m ust have
presented an unusual appearance unless the cherry was
stained to match the mahogany as was probably the
case . Another vanery of chest mentioned is th e " n est
oi d raws" which cost £3 .12.0 in maple, the only wood
in w h ich this form appears,

Bt'd.\read.\. Daniorrh lis ts entries for six types of beds,

the mos t nume rous of w hich was a sim ple low post
vanety pnced between IS - and £1.0.0 each , and th e
cheapest of which was the camp bedstead for 13/ 6.
T he mos t expensive was a bed w hich he made for his
son lob lr., a pewtere r, in 1 79~ . 32 It cost I 13.10.0, or
nearl y as much as a mahogany sideboa rd l£l5.4.0).
Bitch, ma ple, che rry and ma hogany were used in high
post bedstead s for which Danforth ch arged from £1.4.0
to U .4.0. A se t oftlu ted bed posts of birch COSt £2.2.0
and the side rails an ex tr a 3/6. In 1793 Danforth sold an
ordin ary high pos t bed, sta ined and poli sh ed , for
I 1.1O.{LlDd he charged 416 extr a for a set of rail s with
keys III turn the screws wh ich he ld the bed ~gether.

Some entries list high post beds wit h "pins" to hold the
rope mattress supports. In 1811 Dan forth made a
"chc rcr rc cancpe to p bedstead" for Joseph Fen n er
for twelve dollars.U This ent ry is the only mention of a

31 p.211
,\ 1 p.28.3.

J4 p.2 57.
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f rob/t ro 01 Ihe Providence Au oc l<Hion 01 M t cha n in and
Man u!<I clUrt r5 as II appt<lrtd In an announcement of a
mceu ns,. Oc tober J2. J822. in the Providence G azc tlc.
lob D<lnf£Jt!h w.u <In e<lrly member o f lh ,. o rgam z<l lion.

bed canopy , bur the price is nearly th e same for this bed
as for other che rry h igh post beds which a re not so
explicitly descnbed . so probably most of the h igh pos t
beds h-eed did have canopies. Because many bed rooms
in small houses or the late eighteenth and early
ni ne teenth cen runes had to be used during the day for
other purposes. the "nrrn- up bedstead " solved the
problem of what to do wit h the bed in th e daytime.
T he " tu rn ' up " COSt £1 .9.0 which was 9/- more th an
th e tru ndl e. Small ch ildren , too , had th ei r cra dles an d
cribs cost ing from 18/ - for a maple cradle to £2.8.0
for o che rrv crib which could be con sidered an
ex rruvuguncc .

.~ j dehoards , So fas. Book ca.les and C/oc!<cll.,es. Only a
few of the really expensive forms o f furnitu re appear in
Danf orth's accounts. A mahogany sideboard was the
most expensive art icle of fu rni tu re and COSt up to
£I SA.O. Mahogany clockcases we re pnced from £7 .10 ,0
to £12.0.0 possibly depending upon size and elabora-

non, and a cherry case cou ld be had for a little over
£6 ,0.0. Da nfo rth sold bookcases of maple and che rry
for about L10.0, although in 1808 he made " a che retre
Boock case with mahogany sash doo rs" for '.vil li.am Lee
at fifteen dollars, or about U W.O. '" Danforth made
exposed legs and stre tchers of his sofas either in che rry
or mahogany, the mahogany model costing £4 .4.0 and
the che rry LJ,16.6 or only 7 6 diffe rence. Most of th e
cost o f sofas was du e to fram ing o f th e u pho lstered
section . These sofas wer e possibly th e late Chi ppendale
style so-called camel-back vari ety .

,M j.\cel1aneou s Sm all Fumnurc. Small pieces of
iurn iture rarel y turn up in Danforth . Only one fire
sc reen , o f che rry, wh ich sold for S:\.SO lor slightly over
£ 1.0.0) is recorded, and eleven clothes hor ses arc listed ,
on e of wh ich is described as huv tng " four pins" and
priced at £1.0 6. Th e less explicitly described horses
generally CO~t 12/- to 15, -. Danforth made a number
of va rious kinds of specialized chests and box es such as
sea and house chests, kn ife boxes an d mea l chests ,
large and small In 1803, he records a large cypress box
which he sold for 18 -. T h is box is the on ly mention o f
cypress used in a piece of fu rniture in Danforth's
accounts, but its use cou ld have been included as a
seco ndary wood in much of h is iurniture because he
accept ed several thousand board feet 01cypress in
payment of h is accounts. Chestn ut was pop ular because
he ofte n accepted thi s wood also as payment for goods
bought fro m him .

Coffl1l~. Furnitu re ior eternity appea red 10 have been a
Danforth specialty, He made ninety of the m. A child's
cotJin began at 5 9, wh ich mu st have been baby-sized,
becau se the price of coffins of ordinary unspecified
wood for adults starte d at 15/ - and went as high as
£4 .16.0 for a mahogany one . Black walnut, used
compara tively lit tle by Rhode Island cabi netmakers,
was used infrequently in coffin s and cost £2,8,0, whil e
th e cherry model went as high J. S £3.0.0. Prrce structu re
on co ffins was variable becau se o f individual size
requir em ents. They were ma de to orde r at the time of
dea th as in the case of cabinetma ker Jonatha n W. Coy 's

...
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wife who died in 1803 . On Ju ly 22 of that year Coy
supplied Danforth with 1'...-entv -eight feet of "chc rit rv"
boards with which Danforth made Mary Coy 's coffin
for £.30.0 and credited Coy's account 4 0 for the
cherry wood ls

Fumuure ,\ lending. Repairing cabinetwork and ch ai rs
rep resented on ly a small percen tage o f Danforth 's

income. Between one an d five pe rcen t of shop in com e
derived from mending furnit urc, putting rockers to

cha irs, staini ng and polishing tab les. and orher sim ila r

repairs , Danforth also ma de repa irs on shop counters
and fixed Ge rshom Jones' cart wh ich con tin ually broke

dow n app urcn t tv un der th e weight of to o much pewter.
In ISO,\ for [abcz Bowen, Da n fort h altered a regular
bedstead so th at it wo uld turn up aga in st th e wall. T he
price of the work was seven shi ll ings Stephen Jack son
had Da nfort h conve n a case of drawers in to two
"bcaurows" in HlOI, for ......hich he paid £2 .18.2.
including 10 2 for rhe hardwa re " tr im m ings" on the
new bureaux. In 11'\U3 Danfonh CUI and pur casters tool

chan for Jackson at one shilling. Occasionally when
tables and chairs came into the shop for repair they
.....ere to be: stained and polished for about six pe nce.

Putting rockers to chairs commuted anothcrrepair or
alte ration w hich Danforth performed for about two
shillings.

SlIl \ICt\ TO C USTO.\tERS

Cabmer make rs o f th e lat e eigh teenth and early

ninceccnrh ce nturies co uld not depend on fluc tu ati ng
dem an ds for furniture from their custome rs in order to

make a cornfortablc living. In consequence these
cransmcn pcrf or med m any ot he r ki nds of services and
sold oth er kinds o f merchandise. Appra ising of estates

W, IS.I job wel l suited to the talents of a man who knew
household furnishings and their value. Job Da n fort h
appraised the esta te of Arch ibald Stua rt on M ar ch 12,

11'\05, to r 12 0 aft er h aving m ade the co ffin for £3.1 2.0.
Fro m 171'\9 to 1806 ' am es Burrill kep t Danforth busy

.\':; fI, 249-50.
36 Ch~r1e~ F Hummel, With Hammer In Hand Dominy

Crattsmen 01 E.nt Hampton . New York (Charlottesville,
19681235.

.37 Hum mel,218·9.

mending the hog pen, wheuing saws and Hxmg signs in
addition m Iumuurc-relarcd .....ork Nathan W aterm an

employed labor irom Danforth for raking hay, harvest
in.l: corn and other m iscellaneous w ork . Danforth also

supplied him with dung, lime and fence boa rds. In his
shop and on h is sloop Richard jackson found work for
Danforth and his helpers. Shelves were mended and th e
store received five ca ndle boxes at one shilling each

117"9). From 1798 to 1002 Dan forth supplied Bennet t
Wheeler with nu me rous pieces of " fu rn itu re" (cloth for
hed hangmgs. erc.l, besi des "boxing u p th e tr ees" in th e

house and ma king two tubs. Dan fort h sol d th e
"f urniture" by th e foot and by the pi ece. Phillip
Arnold's accou nt shows that Dan fort h bought sundries

for him at " M r. Dext er 's sho p," while Arn old gave him
cypre'~ and chestnu t boards in rerum for "s undries,"
rum, salt , lea and 4% yards of gree n baize [1789-93).
In rhc year' 17'-}('-7, Da nforth worked on the roads for

the cily <It Pro vidence for several d.lys for which he
charged 7 (, pe r day. Seven sh ill ings six pence is also

what the Dormnv fam ily of craftsmen .11 East H am pton ,
Long Island, charged for their labor by the day during
this period . so rharlabor wages appear to have been
standardized .16

Da nfonh seems to have taken as paymcnt on account
items w hich he knew could be resold to orher
customers H is shop acted as a clca n ng house for sm all
qua ntities 01 many diffe ren t articles, He mig ht eve n

have asked his debtors for spec ific goods which others
of his customers wanted, th us enabling Danforth to

make ,I ..ma ll addi t ional pro fit in collecting hi s debt.

Danforth co llec ted over fifty casks utlirn c in 1801 from
his clients and resold for ty to Jam es Ahom and
Christophe r W illiams wh o, in turn , may have reso ld
them, u-ed them on thei r farms o r as a mortar

co nst itue n t Dan forth may even have m ade small
cscav inn, the ventu re ca rgo game wit h the me rch ants
M aso n an d Lan na rd wh en , on Mar ch 111, 1791, he
noted " 2 tables at what they fetc hed £:\.90." These
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tables could have been carried aboard the firm 's sloop
on which Danforth himself wor ked for several days

after rhc cnrrv iust noted Dolnfonh further supple
mcmed his income by rcntmg rooms 10 people and
board ing them He also rented space in h is shop

between 17~9 and 1790 to Amos Chase for f 1.5.0, and
ren ted h is hatter's shop in 1797-t) 10 Alpheus Billings at
$7.50 pe r quarte r Littlc inlormation trom the hook can

be discerned about this extra activity other than th e
existence 01 the vhop trom which Danforth sold several
castor, or beaver. hat.. to supplement his income.

Cash income in a barter economy was less important
circa I t«Xlthan III tnJa\"'s cash economy Danforth's
account hook mdrcarcs that the local Providence
economy was more oriented toward a customer-to

cu-tomcr rather than a producer-to-consumer relation 
ship. l a rge sums oi cash were not necessa ry 10 pu rchase
the necessities or luxu ncs oi town li ie so long as rhe
craftsman was paid wit h household ROod.s, food,
business supplies and se rvices in re turn for hi s produc t
and services Duntonh may never have becom e
wealthy, but the evidence ind ica tes th a t he led a

com forta ble life with all the es..ennals and some of the
luxu ries wh ich d id nu t have m uc h cash va lue, but di d
carry .a hi Rh li\"ing va lue. 17

"Boock No.1" contai ns enough evidence to parti al ly
reconst ruct the business practices of cabi ne tmaker lob
Danfon h an d, in deed, the ....-cvs o f earning a living of

the typi c'l1cab inetmaker nr other craftsman of late
eigh teen th- a nd ea rly n in et eenth-century Providence.
Danfort h 's ty pe (If sho p dis appea red hy th e second

qu arte r of th e nin eteenth cen tu ry because of the
transit ion from th e c ran traditi on to factory production.
Hi s ho ok ha s g tvcn us a little better view into th e
wor kings o f a cabinetmaking shop, its product, the

econom y in which it fun ction ed , and it s master.

PAr.r ~1 OF Jon Il.'lNfORTII ~ ACCOUNT ROOK
ILLUSTRATlM; A TYPICAL ~LC(lUNT

1671
P'J! Ccrshom tones Dr

£ S d
(To tUlU 01 accompt hror from P.1"c: ~l 29 s 11'1.

M.Hch r to h.lIlJ:mJ: a Duor 0 I 4
II til mendrn".:l Hread-rrough 0 2 0

Aplil II tu rw" kit h.lts@61 o 12 0
II to,one-I)" Delivd. Howland Clark 0 6 0
I' to mendrnJ:;'I wheelbarrow I) 2 6
2, lu mendrng three Ilasks I) J I)

M.:IY II In.1 bedstead I 0 I)
11 Ul mendme ;l Can 0 I) ,

lune ,
I<l Flit\' Fcel hall inch boards 0 I 0

2' to Rnard fOI .I Level 0 I 2
Ul;l Rocker tO.1 Chair 0 I 0

July 7 to puung RWlds toa Cnt 0 I
Our 2 to whelln.( a S,1W 0 I 3
;';OVl. , to mendmJl:.1 hOI: pen 0 I 0
DI.'1:r 7 tu repJltln" Rellows 0 I 2

ro whemng .I s.1W 0 0 II)

" 10 rUllln.!: hlJl:h rusts In and rerJirinR a
hcdstead 014 6
to mmrmng two Desks and repamng
Drawers 0 s 6
In a Kitchen table I 6

16 to pUllin.!: up Clock .1nd GIJsses 0 J 6
101 mcedmg ,1 Chimney hoard and
Ik lJow s I) 3 0

179.\
Ia nv. II (U alter in.(;1 Chi mney board 0 4 0
Febv. 9 10 Repairing a Eire Boar d 0 I 4
March II til Making a l .Hge Ch imney Board I) , 0

10 Frame 101.:1 Grinds tone I) II 0

" to mending a Cradle &. whet tin g a S;IW 0 I 6
M;IY u ttl a 41/) Ieee Table 2 I) I)

17 10 makin·j.: a Swift I) I 6

" to m"kinl; J ladder I) .J 6
[uly 9 ro Four l'leees uf Mapei tn set up

'1 worm 0 I 6
17 to Whettin g 'I Saw I) I 4

\0;1 board fur Casting houselend s I) I) 8

Carried to l'a J:e 6H /...3 1', 14 'J'I.
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Tablr J

rOB DANfORTH'S ANNUAL INCOME AND ITS SOURCF-S
AS INDICATED IN HIS ACCO UNT Jl(X)J( SUMIlEk TWO

Labor
Yen Fumilu~ Rrpain Chargr5/ Day Wood Salts Mi scellaneous Total

1788 £ 24 1,~ 6 10/4 2. 19.0 1/ 0 2.12.10 .'\O. 16 S·
17"" 6 1 19 0 4,16,6 1.193 1619 IJ .14.7 83.6.1
1790 'i6,106 2. 19.9 .1..HI 1.12.6 29. 1.10 93 . 8.3
1191 79, 7.9 2.18.2 2. 5.6 " 3 24 10.11 109 . 6.7
1792 bE> 2 0 4.17.9 ," 7" 48. -I I I 119.16 .8
179 \ " ' 0 I. 6.4 S{O 1016 ,\2. 5.6 95.13.4
1794 .u;. l -ln I. 54 2. 5.0 1.15.9 ,V., 15,0 86.15.7
Ji'95 1 2~ 22 3. 5.8 ]6{O 1'0 26.I·U 158.19.1
17% II ~ 1<,18 6 46 1.0.6 1. 5\1 sr.uo 146. 4,7
1797 112.16.9 2. 2.1 -1,0.9 1.142 46 18.11 167.128
179~ 152. " ,4 Ll2.1 12/- 218 .'14. 0.5 18815-7
1799 72.111/; 2.142 .l. O..1 18/6 as. i7 11U3.0
1800 5.1. 17.10 3. 34 0 .1/4 14 178 72. 2.2
1801 119 0.5 .3. 0.6 1.16.0 14/11 5-t 19,7 179.11.5
1802 69 "d 5. 19. 11 0 I 19.5 II . 0.1 89. 4.9
I"'" 19,YIO 6 .)4.0 1. -l,8 L1U IU07 J()2.10.4

''''' 471 8.1 r.u.a Jf8 I lll l 9. 9.5 61- 3.0
I"" .12. 15.0 3. 9.2 2. 8.' 6. 0'- s. II 49.13.1
ISO; 19, \.,\,," 1.13.0 i . 6~ 0 7.1610 $166.88 ""

+ SJ1.31
1807 IU2.2 719 0 0 6.3.9 $50.71

+ S1.I 9
180R 6.6,0 S .65 0 0 S 3.24 $S2.93

+ S27.
18O'J 4. 160 $1.06 S .42 0 1f9 S9298

+ SM. + $41. 17
18 10 '" 0 S1.15 0 S51.54 $102.79
1811 I uo 510 $1.75 0 SS545 5 90.77

+ S16,SO - I .73
18 11 \4 1.00 S .M $1,41 0 S 5.7 1 5 -l8.79
18 13 $.12.00 S .16 0 0 S .t 59 S 55.75
1814 0 s. 9IJ S .82 0 S 2.19 S 4.01
18 [$ s 6.00 0 0 S1.26 S .91 S 8.17
IS I6 0 S .38 0 0 S .40 S .78
18 17 0 s .20 0 0 S 2.77 S 2.97
IS I8 $J6.2S $3.50 U U $ $, 14 $44 ,S9

• M~ I "ri" " I t r" n n ,.~tll ,-" pou.lld...ethns " ..hI I_
•• M~lon" " I tllmn l Milll 11106 10 1818 p""" ,"dollan,

S... olulullt:l CII .... I .... t dol la r .
OIlt ptllU CII"ab I .• tcI1ta.
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Table 2

FURNrnJkl fORMS "ND Q_ UA:-rTITY PRODUCEP aY 1011 nA'<l U>'~.,OJ '" Hlj,l; 1 81~

8edHtad., 93
Camp
Hllth POSt
t o.... POS!

Tru ndle
Turn -up
Llns pecrfied

B..okco\t'\ - 5

llU fCdUl( - 5

Case» or Chl'l /.< of Druwerx - JR
Case
Ch est
Chest upon Chest
H iRh CISI.'
High -Low CJ,e
Low Case
Nest

Cha IT' - 119
Arm
Bamster Back
Ch ild's
CIO$('-sIOOls
JOiner's
Lolling
Three Back
Unspecified

18
II

1
6
2..

,1
1
1
1

27,
I

II
6
1
2
6
1

12
80

ChI's!:> 39
House
Meal
Sco
Unspecified

Clockedl!!S - 10

C/o lhe . Horst' , - 11

Coffms-90
Children's
Adults'

Cradles - B

Cnbl-2

Cupboard.• - 2

De\k.. - 76
"Dohal Heade d"
Wit h Bookcases
Writ ing
Unspeci fied

Scree ns - I

Sideboa rds - 5

,
I

10

"

'"59

6
I
9

60

.~ola,< - 5

Tab/r.-2 IS
3'I2· f()(l!
.l· tout, -I·fuot, .\ 11,·1001
Candlestands
Cud
Carving
Commun ion
Crossed kit
fly
Frame tor Marble Sla b
t-:'.JIf.Rou nd Dining En ds
Kitchen
Light
Pem broke
Round
Stands
TO'
Tea Server
Toile t
Unspecified

Trunks - I

67
13

"I
I
1
I
I
1
2

12
2

28
I

13
26
2
2

27



I'hotocupvmg fncthtics and longer library hours on
Saturday also provide greater ,lCCCSS, By w,ly oi accessions
i\-liss Peace noted that fittv-ninc m anuscript groups have
been added in 1971 and th.u Mr . Na thaniel N. Shipton,
curator ot m.muscnprs, h.rd processed J tnta! of lorty
couccuons for the year. pnmed mnrenals accounted for 4.:14
Jccessions Volunteers like .\11, Ioscph K. Ott, Miss Irene
Eddy . and Mr,. Christine D, Hathaway continued to provide
high qunhtv auxiliary service 10 the efforts o i the staff.

Mr Frank H. Coodvcar. [r. CUrator ct Iohn Bruwn House,
reported on the Spciety's conscrvanon program. particularly
in the arva "I pilmtlngs, and discussed the application to

the American Assuciurion of Museums ior accreditation.
,\-11 , Bradford F, Swan gave the scsquicentennial Iecturc

which traced highli.\:hts uf the Society's century and a half
of collecting and publishing.

Tbc meeting was adjourned at S IS p.m. A collation
toll owed.
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The Rhode Island Historical Societ y

One Hundred and Fiftieth Annual Mecliog

Tho: une hundred and fiftie th annual meeting was held
Sunday, Lmu.rrv 1.:1, [\Ill at 3 :30 p.m. in the Lihrarv,
111 Hope Street, Providence, Rhude Island 02906.

The meeung was called lU order by Mr. los cph K Ott,
president. Minutes of the previous annual mccung, printed
In Rhode 1.\1,mrJ Hl.\f()ry 30,2 (May 19711. were received as
published . Mr. Townes M , Harris, lr., treasurer, read the
financial sr.nemem fur the year ending June .su. 1971 which
showed a 101al deficit u! $17 ,-lR4,19. Mr. Hatris cxplamed
that income budgeted \'>',IS Sll ,JeO less than expected and
expenses were SI -'I,7oo more than budgeted with the
grcalest amounts in the are.rs of publications, investment .
and audit , His report W,I~ received .md placed on file.
Mr Leonard I. P'lI1a~1O read the report or the nonunaung
comm tue c. it was accepted and its nominees were duly
elected. Members then ruse and stood in silence as 1\1r. Ott
read the necrology for 1971.

In his president', report Mr. Ott took note of the
successful cumplenun uf the David Patten Manuscript
Readmg Ruum, the announcement of the grant to begin
puhhcanon of Nathanael Greene's papers. the well staged
producuon ul uur second Lawn Festival. and plans for our
.\:ala anniversary ball. Mr. Ott then ou tlined trustees'
activities in the area uf fund raising, discussing the survey
which had been conducted. He stressed the Society's
importance to the Sr.ue -wide community and particularly
our relations with the hU!;i1\~sSCS of Rhode Island, He
concluded by rhankmg the statl for its services and the
members lor responding to the appeal tor conservation
tunds tor the Society's collections.

Mr. Albert T Klvbcrg, dirccmr, reported next on the
importance of a professional staff and explained the extern
oi unfinished work confrounng them. At the same umc he
stressed the conunumg need fur active member parricipa
non as volunteers and as scouts tor historical materials to

be added to the collections, Mr. Klyherg noted the pioneer
work of th e Rhode Island Film Archive and the recognition
11 was receiving 111 the historical profession. He then called
attention to the weakness of the upcraring budget while
summarizing the grants tor new special projects in 1971
which totaled SllO,OOCJ. He outlined four areas lor future
activity to improve the financial strength of the Society~
increased State appropriations~ increased number uf
members - increased awareness of members tor the need
of special gifts, bequests, and endowment - and an
increased parucrpunon of businesses and corpor.nrons.
He concluded hy noting the growing shortage of shell space
in the Library .

MISS Nancy E. Peace, the Society's librarian, reported on
the growth of the Library's collection and explained the
need to curtail circulation oi books to members. By having
all Library holdings III the building. everything becomes
available 10 any and every reader. Alsu the cost of adrninis
renng circulancn ISreduced, giving the staff more time to

catalog the collection. Wear and tear is cut down,

Necrology 1971
Mrs. Francis 0 . Allen
Mr. W. Russell Burwell
i\liss Harriet M. Capron
Mrs. Peter Pineo Chase
Mr. Charles F. Cottam
Mr.john Yale Cromer
.\ 11. Raymond Curtis
Prof. Samuel Foster Damon
Mr Alexander I Dimeo
Mr Herbert E, Easton
Miss Helen Fitts
Mrs. Wa,hington Frazer
CariR. Gross, MD.
Mr. Harold A. Crout
Mr. Thomas Hcth cringtou
Mrs. Holton W Horton
Miss Ada P. Huxford
Mr. fohn E. Line,
.\1r. Edmund H. Keiter
Mrs. C. Prescott Knight. [r
Mrs, Albert E. Leach
Wilham L. Leet. MD.

Rcspcct iullv suhmiucd.
A. T. KLYBERG.
per ,'iecrewr}"

Mrs, Austin T. Levy
Mrs. Frank n Lisle
Mr Kenneth D. MacColl
Mr [uhn S, Mahoney
Mr. Charles C. Marshal!
Mo,t aev. Russell J. Mr Vinncy
M.lrcills H , Merchant, M.D.
Mrs. E. Bruce Mernman
,\ 1Is , Randolph T. Ode
Mr Charles H. Philbrick
Mr. Romeo S Pie-erne , Sf.
.'vIr, Karl L. F. Peyton
Miss Gladys Prior
Mrs. Winfield Scott
Mr. Harold E.Staples
Mr. Frederick B. Thurber
Miss Ruth E. Tripp
-"1Is. F. A. Wallace, [t.
Rev . George D Wilcox
Mr. Ceorge E. Wilson
Mr. Ralph W. Wood
Mrs. Norman E. wnghr
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Swumellt "f GI'm'r,11 Fum! - HI'WlllIt" end Expenses
Yedr f'nJ",j l une ,"l(J, /97/

l'i,UXJ
200.00

REVENUES

Dues
Conmbunons

General
Corporate

Stare 01 RhnJ(' leland
eU) ul Providence
ratnotlc socrenes
Admi,",siun income
Outside services
Special lecture.
\h'>Cellanl"tlU'
Transfers irom other

funds ior current
operauons

Consolrdated endow-
ment income :;O,MI..J7

Restncted funds .1,59117
General fund-

allocated surplus YII,6!.; 97

TOTAL REnNUE~

S 17,.117.00

J"'UlJ

n.ococo
2In1OO

.UOOO
U:I').1I'i
2/,60.117

9'>450
.B.46

153,l'i8.51

S2OH,821A9

EXl'f:-.l~E~

\;llancs
Pension
Soc ial wcuntv I.1X('S

Duccrors di"Crl·tiun;lr\· lund
Supplies
Tele phone
Promonon
Mcmhershlr
Librarv
Quaker marcnal purchases
."u5eum
Lectures
PuhllUl1on5
Heal, lilitht, and

housekeeplllJl:
Grounds
Buildings
Insurance
Group tnsur.ancc and

Blue Cross
....ucrotilm
OutsiJe Krvices
Professronal fees
,"'iscellaneous
Equipment
Special rrOI«ts-

General fund
allocated su rplus

TOTAL EXPENSES

EXCm Of
EXPEN~ES

OVlR REVENU1$

:>9.24:;.27
8..U9.07
,J,811 IAO

wz.ro
2,162.U
1.627.IIJ
.1,!...\.l,·HI
.U50.lR
.1,195.89
VI 1.00
2,'\21.26
3.Ol8. IS

15,352.98

U5,HJ9
·1.100.15
2.768.0Il
2,851.15

2,135.52
1,(0).00
J,08110--!
J,350.00

56538
2,262.92

'J1I,615.97

1)0,:105,68

rs 27,48J. 191
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Officers and Co m mt uee Members
ele ct ed al the 150th Annual Meelin li: to serve
umil rh e An nual Meelinli: in 1973

1

I

Joseph K, On, pre,~ldtnr

George C. Davis, vi ce pr l!"Sidenl
Duncan Hunter Maoran.
Vice prt~ ldl"nl

Budford F. Swan, secmmv
Mrs . Norman T Bolles,
u s..o. l~wnl secre ta t y

Townes M. Harris, lr .. rrea.,urel
Lawrence Lanpher,
uJ..\utonr urasuter

fINANCE

Bayard Ewmg, chai rman
Foster B. Davis. lr .
Michael A Gammino, If
Clarke SImonds
Charles C. Honon

GROUND<> A~n BUILDINGS

Clifford S Gustafson, chdlr man
H Cushman Anthony
Harold Inl::ram. lr ,
Thomas M, Sneddon
Mrs Henry D, Sharre

IOH~ BROWN 1I00S[

Mrs. Ceorge E. Downmg, chairman
Winslow Ames
Mrs. John A, Gwynne
Norman Herresbc tt
Frank Mauran, III
John Nicholas Brown. ex·offlcio

LECTURE

Pat rick T. Conley, chairman
Dr. Marguenee Appleton
Rich ard B. Harrington
M rs. Clifford P. Monahon
l eonard J. Panaggio

De,~l.l:ned by Mu/co/m Crtar De,'I,ItTJen.lnc.
T)'pe .'e l l,y Type,ellln.l: SerVICe Co.
Prmted hy Fmem ml urhoy,raph Co.

MEMBERSHIP

E. And rew Mo whuy, chairman
Henry A, L Brown
M rs, S. Budford Tinli:ley
Walter R. Ma rtin
Theodore F. low

MUSEU ...,

Mrs , Pete r I weeterveh, chdJrmdn
Winslow Ames
Paul C. Nicholson, Jr.
Norman Herreshoff
Joseph K. On

PUBliCAnONS

Swan C. Shennan, chaHman
Henry L P. Beckwuh.jr.
Mrs Philip Davis
Wendell Garren
Norman W. Smith
Joel A. Cohen. ex offICio

LIBRARY

Malcolm G. Chace, III, chau man
M rs. Robert M. Sherman
Albert E. lownes
Franklin S. Coyle
Ma tthew J. Smith

AUDIT

Donald W. Nelson, chairman
Bancroft littlefield
Robert H. Goff

The Execu tive Board is composed of
the officers; chairmen of the sta nd
in~ commi ttees; members atla rge:
No rman T. Bolles, Walter R, Marti n)
the director; and Elliott E.. Andrew s,
state lib raria n, ex offICIO.



Providence• .lilly 5, 1822.

SIR,

The Honourable General Assembl y at their lat e J une

sesv ion h:ning incorporated TUE HnoDl·;.I sI.Axo HI STORI

c u . SOrll':TY, J now have th e plea sure of i Hform i n~ you,

that YOU have been elected a member th ereof, The oI,·

j cc ts of th e Society being " to procure and preserve what.

eve)' re la tes to the Topography, Antiquities and N atural ,

Civil and Ecclesiastical Hi st ory of this State," it is cunfi

dently hoped you will cheerfully co-opera te with us.

A meeting of the Society, for th e plll'pose of llllol'ting u

Constitution and bj-c.laws, and elec ting officers, will he

holden at the )[anufaclul'ers' lIotel , in thi s tOWIl, 011 Fri .

day th e 19th in st, at 3 o'clock , P. )1. where YOUl" attend

ance is requested, Should it he inconvenient to attend

personally, a written answer to this communication is

desi red,

I am, Sir, ) 'OUI'S, &c.
. ....... - --.j;;/Iu /·, . 1 ./0':........

•
, .... ...
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