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Working Women: Images of Women at
Work in Rhode Island, I1l1lO- I925

The haH century before Wo rld Wa r t brought sig
nificant changes for R hod e Isla nd women in the
workplace and in the home, T radit iona l values
and practices interacted wit h the realities of life in
an industrial age and caused t ransformations that
wer e g radual. sometimes uneven, and often con
tradictory.

R hode Isla nd society wa s mar ked ly altered by
the vast influx of E ur opean im migrants. The
sta te's population nea rly doubled between 1890
and 1920. P o pula tio n grow t h wa s ma tched hy eco
nomic e xpansion as industr ial and co m merci a l en 
ter pri se s prospered t h rou g ho ut th e st ate. Mass
consum ption industries like textiles a nd jewelry.
w hich ex panded to m eet an increased consum er
demand, relied on the available pool o f immigrant
labor, especially immigrant women.

M iddle-c lass women who were graduating from
high school in increasing numbers rushed to fill
new o pportunities in the ex panding white collar
sector, prin cipa lly as t ypists a nd stenographers.
Na tive born white women also co nti nued to dom i
na te suc h fie lds as t each in g and nursing, which
were e xpa n di n g and establish in g professional
t ra ini ng and regula tio ns.

Reportin g on Rhode Island wo m en a t work, t he
Providence Board of T rade Journal in 190~

claim ed t hat "the day is evident ly pa ss ed w hen it
ca n be said tha t 'woman has her o wn sphere o f
wo r k' for with the e xception of the building
trades. she has apparently invaded every indusrri
al class in R hode Isla nd ... : ' A lt hou g h this pa r
ticular observer viewed t h e new order somewhat
calmly. perha ps a more com mon response was un
easiness in th e face o f w h a t seemed to be rapid

by Kare D unnigan , H e/e n K ebabian ,
Leurs B. Robert s an d Mau reen Taylor"

and disord erly change - a resul t of t he e nduri ng
t ens io n between woman's work and h er role in
the home and family. Woman 's work outside the
home was a major issue of the day; more than a
matter of individual choice, it was a reason for so
cial concern . Re for m er s more often than not
viewed wo me n 's work as a social proble m ,

W hile mor e women worked outside the home.
co ndit io ns of work a nd low wa g es in the la har
force prompted deman ds by bot h poli tici a ns and
refo rmers fo r legislat ion to prot ect wo rkers , espe
cially women and ch ild ren. Progressivism , a
movem ent tha t gain ed prom inence a round th e
turn o f th e cent ury, was in m a ny ways a rea ct ion
to the excesses of industria l capita lism as it ma
tured in the fina l years of t h e ninet ee n t h century.
Feminists. labor union officials. journalists. a nd
other activists called attention to the plight of
working women who occupied jobs in the lowest
skill and income levels. In t he years be t ween 1900
and World War l. federal. sta t e and private agen
cies across th e country conducted numerous in 
vest igations o f the con di tio n and sta tus o f wom en
in th e wo rk force, Data reported yearly by the
R hode Island Burea u o f Ind ustria l Stat istics and
tbe find ings incl uded in the social invest igations
o f som e reformers co m prise the ma jor portio n of
our inform ation concerning t he experien ces o f
working wo men in the firs t twenty years of t his
century. '

Ordinary women le ft little reco rd of their own
feelings and res ponses - an un fortun at e circum
stance that limits our a bility to reconstruct the
fullness and d iversity of t heir lives . T h e ph oto
gra phs presented in t h ese pa ges help us to recover



4 WORKING WOMEN

a portion of their experiences. Selected from a
la rger exhibit of Rhode Isla nd Histo rica l Soci ety
pho togra phs. they provide us with a un ique way
of understanding the work of women in Rhode Is
la nd, both at home and in the labor force . T h ese
photographs com bine the forms of a lively tradi
t ion o f Ameri can photog raphy, which becam e in
crea sing ly popular in t he late years o f t he
nine teen t h century.

The photog ra phs were taken ove r a ran ge of
more t han forty years , by a wide va rie ty of pho
togr aphers , and fo r many purposes. Major innova
tions in photographic equipment a nd technique.
and differences in each photographer's point of
view, make each image a unique statement: an
awareness of some of the inherent variety can
make the present-day viewer better ah le to "read"
these vis ua l documents. Wh o and what a re t he
subjects o f these photographs ? What de ta ils 
na t ural o r co nt rived - a re included? H ow has the
ph otographer framed th e pict ure - what has he
or she select ed. t hrough t he viewfinder , fro m a
larger whol e? What is th e time element - a long
exposure of a sta tic scene. or a motion-stoppi ng
fract ion of a second? What is t he photographer's
va nt age point ? These are basic questions on e can
ask when lookin g at any pbctcg raph.'

Distincti ons ca n be drawn between the profes
siona l photographers and t he amateurs. and be
tween what photog raphic inventor George
Eastman in 1897 ca lled " t he true amateurs, who
devote time enough to acquire skill in developin g,
printing, toning, etc .." and the thousands of cam
era owners who simply "desire personal pictures
or memoranda of thei r everyday life , objects,
places or people tha t interest them in travel, etc,"
The ph otographers whose work is reproduced
here range from amateur snapshoorers to serious
amateurs as well as local stud io professiona ls and
those employed by business and industry. The
amateu rs took pictures to preserv e a family event
o r a chi ld 's expression. Professionals wer e hired
to make flattering portraits a nd to photograph as
sembled generations at a family reunion or scenes
of domestic tranqu ilit y and taste: th ey made visu
al reco rds o f industrial success, prosperou s busi
nesses. and orderly classroom sce nes. The
photographs incl uded here are no t re ady-m ade oc
cupa tional portraits o r consc ious documentary

photog raphs. T hey ha ve bee n assembled fro m
fa m ily co llections, albums. bus iness records, ph o
tographers' files. and orig ins now unk nown, to
evoke. to am plify. and to help document th e lives
of R hod e Islan d wom en. '

T hese photographs tell us no t only wha t a pe r
son or a workplace looked like. they also reveal
clues abou t a ttitudes toward people and to ward
work . We see women sta nding proudly beside rex 
t ile machines; we do not see t he m ca ug ht in a mo
ment of tiring. re pe ti t ious work - t he man who
commissioned t his ph otogra ph a ppa re ntly wished
to show a successful. modern fact ory. A kind of
ta cit co ns pirac y is often formed between client ,
photographer. and subject to produce the best
possible image. Studio portrait photographers
pos ed their subjects. usually against scenic hack
drops. to show them at their best . Professionals
and a m ateurs alike paid a ttent ion to artistic con
ve nt ions a nd the la t est tech niques .

Photographic technology du ring t his era was
e vo lving ra pidly. Reduct ion in exposure t ime 
a nd t hus in the amount of time t he subject of a
ph otograph had to remain sti ll - m ad e photogra ·
ph y m uch m ore flexible . Mid-nineteenth century
ph oto gr aphic forms. such as th e da guerreotype ,
ambro ry pe , and tin type, required suc h long expo
sure tim es tha t a pe rson pos ing for a port rait had
to sit rigidly so the im ag e would not be blurred ,
Sh orter exposures allowed photographers to ca p
ture fra ctions of seconds - people in natural mo
t ion. Beginning about 1880. th e "d ry pla te " gl ass
negative , which could be mass-produced instead
of meticulously prepared just before taking each
picture, made photography a simpler process and
thus accesssible to mo re people. In 1888 Eastma n
ma rketed t he Kod a k ca m era, a nd the Am erica n
mania for taking pictures hegan . The first Kod a k
was sold already loaded with ro ll film for 100 ex
posures. By the turn of the ce ntu ry. ph oto graphy
wa s accessible enou gh to ha ve become an Ameri
ca n fad . Koda k advertised. "You push t he button .
we do t he rest:' and the 1897 Sea rs. Roebuck and
Co . ca ta log listed twenty camera m odels. The tak 
ing of ph otographs. long t he dom ain of profes
sion als and of amateurs with considera ble leisur e
tim e, was put into t he ha nds o f th e novice .'

Th e co m mo n world was photogra ph ed : t he
ca m era invaded every corn er. Wha t remains is
evidence of what people th ought was im port ant.
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or m emor-able, or ~auti ful, or amusing. A re cord
of every day famil y life was perhaps the mos t uni
ve rsal re sul t of t echnological advances and the
popularization of amate ur photography. For the
fa mily, photogra ph s ca ug ht childre n as th ey
grew, provided memen tos for d istant rela tives, re
corded an d we re pa rt of t he tasteful decora tion of
t he home, and bore witness to a perpetua l rou nd
of event s fro m wed dings. ne w babies, and trave ls
to backyard picnics and clowning exp ressly for
the camera. P ho togra phs provide an extraordi
nary vision o f family life and of woma n's work
wit hin it.

Home and fami ly we re gradua lly transform ed
by t he development of a br oa der market ecomony
and industrialization . In pre-indust rial tim es, t he

family group was a lso t he wor k group. T he goods
require d for th e family - clothing, food, and ca n
dle s, for exa m ple - we re largely prod uced in t he
home. Division of lahar in pre-industri al families
was determined by age a nd se x a nd by tra di tio nal
pr act ices. yet ea ch mem ber 's work was seen as es
sential to the fam ily economy.

In the nineteenth century purchases in the
marketplace inc reasingly replaced home produc
tion . Furthermore, household economy came to
rely more on the co ntribution of members who be
came wage-earners. T he effects of industrial cap
italism on home a nd family life were by no means
instantaneous or uniform. The artisan family liv
ing in to wn, for instance, probahly had a much dif 
ferent experience t han the r ural fan n in g family ,
Nevertheless, the ro le of the fam ily as a se lf-suffi-
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cient producing unit - and woman's role within it
- was changing: For women the cha nge was hath
a liberation and a loss . Wh ile they escaped some
of the co nsta n t chore s of hou sehold lahar. they
also los t t he di gn ity assoc iated with work t ha t
had been essential to family su rv ival .

The transformation of household econom y in
t he nineteenth ce nt ur y wa s co nt inuously rein
forc ed by cult ura l values that attribu ted a differ
ent and more specialized fun ction to the home and
family, Productive lahar. o r work tha t had va lue
as a com modity in the ma rket place, was removed
from family residences . Now va lued as a pr ivate
refuge from the world outsi de. hom e represented
a quiet and orderly environment to wh ich family
members retrea ted from th e public world .'

In Victorian culture, woman was considered
ideally suited to oversee th e home because of the
unique qualit ies th at were assocl a red with her na
ture. Feminine cha rac ter was see n as naturally
un adapi ab le to the demands of publi c life . an are
na reserved for m en. Assumed to be the "wea ke r
sex ," their gentleness and frailty appropriate only
to the serenity of home and hearth. fem inine
streng t h was defined not only by perseverance
a nd devotion . but also by the moral superiority as 
cribed to their sex . Untouch ed by the sordid con
cerns of th e worl d of commerce. women were
va lued. indeed idolized. for their piety a nd purity.
In t he middle class.. the ideal of the lady prescribed
a life absent of toil, and leisure became a symbol
of incr easingly d ivergent life styles between

Dt, ,,,, ,~ o( ,h", dom~fK ......" .. ' I...~I< "" ~/lU"""-V of ,h .. hom..... , .. (U/: ... ,.,...'dO'dO"HI'>v fh.. _ ...... " . rh.. p<"no ..·" h .h..... m"'H" (or
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classes. The home. which had lost its Significance
in the world of productive labor, took on new im
portance as a sanctuary with a woman as its ca re
taker.'

In all classes childca re remained the responsi
biliry of women . Motherhood was considered to be'
woman 's highest calling and childrearing their
most serious responsibility ((J soci ety. In their ro le
as mothers. women could influence the wo rld out
side' of the domestic sphere. Children became the
focus of family life . the home' a center of physical
and spi ritual nurturin g .

In working-class homes. questions of fam ily
and home' remained much close r to the reality and
necessity of earning a living : Caught in a difficult
economic posuion. working -class women used a
variety of strategies to harmonize the demands of
home and family . For example, industrial home
work in a variety of trades enabled wom en ttl ea rn
ext ra income without being awny from their c hil
dren. Wo rk in g -cl ass ramilies. especially im m i
grants who brought pre-industrial va lues and

practices with them to America. had a different
experience from middle-class families . For exam
ple . they lived less frequently In nuclear fam ilies
and sometimes worked together in a factory Dr
family store.

For the poor, immigrant, or black woman. work
was a necessity and often after marriage they
co n tinued to work temporarily, chiefly in factory
work o r domestic service, according to the needs
of family economy. Society frowned on married
women's work outside the home. Progreveve re
formers expressed deep concern over the fate of
the family and believed that working wives and
mothers posed a threat to traditional values con
ce rn in g society's "natural" order and woman 's
role within it. The future of America also seemed
imperiled sin ce mothers who worked had less
time for their children. Progressive reformers he
lieved t hat this crisis of t he home a ffected all
classes of society . T his issue could not he separat
ed from the continuing debate over woman's
proper role.
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Well before the Civil War. some women writers
and educators like Catherine Beecher ca lled for a
renewal of wom en 's functional comribuuon to so
ciety. T heir arguments for the elevation of domes
ticity as "woma n' s vocation" was a react ion to the
inadequacies of th e "Cult of True Woma nhood"
that advocated idleness as an emblem of feminin
ity, a nd to the demands of feminists who insisted
that if women were indeed morally su perior to
men. they should be allowed to extend t hei r role
as mora l guardians to the public sphe re. Beecher
a nd her associates decided that t he a ns wer to the
question of women's role coul d no t he found by
~ivi n~ women power in t he mal e world. bu t by in
cre asing t he cult ural influe nce of t he ho m e an d of
women as wives and mothe rs . The home was to be
ren ewed as woman's workplace, resto ring t he di g
nity of th a t labo r as a m eanin gful cont ribution to
socie ty . Perhaps m ore importa nt wa s the em pha
s is placed on t he m ot he r 's crucial role in ra isin g
future citizens. By the turn of t he century ,
Beecher's ideas were pu t into practice in dom estic
science pro gr ams in high schools across the coun
try and as part of classes in sanitation. nutrition
and home arrangement offered by agencies such
as the YWCA. I

Values glorifying home and motherhood had a
very real impact on working wom en 's exper
iences. Mos t women in facto ries, offices, school
rooms and hos pita ls were young a nd s ingle.
Marria ge and family were still the goals of many
work in g girls both because t hey accept ed ideas
about woman 's m ost fulfilling rol e as wife a nd
mot her an d beca use m arriage m igh t pro vide a re 
lease from demandin g an d unf ul fillin g work .

Wom en. howeve r, cont in ued to enter the work
force in inc reasing numhers between 1890 and
1920. In 1910 a sta t e ce nsus revea led that one out
o f ev e ry 2.9 women ov er th irt ee n yea rs of age was
employed in a gainful occ upation - a greater pro
portion of fema le workers t ha n a ny ar ea except
Massa ch usetts and t he District of Colum bia."

Althou gh more middle eta s.... wom en were en
tering coll ege, t he number of wome n in male
dominated professions rem ained small between
the turn of the century and World Wa r L T each
ing and nu rsing were pro fessions approved by so
ciety as legitimate forms of women's wor k
because they were actually an extension of roles
in t he home an d fami ly. T eaching was an acc e pt -

a ble occupat ion for un m arried single women who
would. when m arried. he res pon sible for t he m ora l
educat ion of t he ir child re n. School departments
d iscour aged a nd in some cases prohibite d married
wom en from teaching . Beca use most people
agreed that women possessed natural mora l supe
riority to m en , a woman 's role as the communica
tor of culture in the classroom and in the home
became vitally important for the future of the na
tion . Likewise, nursing was considered women 's
work because it r equired pat ience. gentleness a nd
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obedience - virt ues t ha t were view ed as naturally
fem inine qualities.

As public school enrollment g rew with the in
crease in Rhode Isla nd 's population, so did the de
mand for teachers. Only young middle-class m en
and women who had completed fou r years of high
school m et t he qualificat ions to tra in as teac he rs.
Workin g-cla ss famili es gene ra lly relied on t he
wages of workin g child ren. whi ch meant th a t
th ey ra rely a tta ined full-ti m e educat ion beyond
th e gra mmer sc hool level. T he Rhod e Isl a nd
State Norm al School's teacher training prog ram.
established in 1854, requi red two years of full time
study at the school and a semester of practice

teach in g to gr adua te . T he major ity of gr ad uat es
were women wh o could expect to ea rn approxi
mately one-half the yearly salary of their m a le
cocmerpan s.w

Nurs in g also attracted female high school
graduates. Throughout the nineteenth cent ury,
nurses were re la tively untrained when measured
against today's stan da rd. T o re medy t his. Rhode
Island Hospital ope ned its T ra inin g Sch ool for
Nurses in 11:11:12 wit h three students enr o lled in a
two-yea r co urse incl uding practical tr a in in g and
lect ures by the hospital's medica l staff. The pro
gram was indeed a rigorous one . Trainees worked
from seven in the morning until eight at night.
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seven days a week, a nd we re pai d ten doll a rs a
mo nt h besides receiving room an d board. T hei r
duties included heavy housework as we ll as the
care of the sick, and in the ea rly years of t he
training prog ram they were a lso responsi ble for
inspecting t he hospital's incinerator. Hos pita ls
hoped to draw educated. young, middle-class
women. Adhering to the tenets of the times, the
institutions encouraged tra inees to put women's
inst inct ive skills to good UM'. As one advocate of
the profession put it. "surely here is a calling for
the ve ry choicest , and in this age when 'spheres'
themselves appear hard to find, and gifted women

are at a los s - here is an ' Inner M ission ' for some
of the best forms of feminine excellence."!'

W hite collar jobs such as typewriting and ste
nography a ttracted young women wit h high
school educations in increasing numbers after
1900. In t he nineteenth century. offices were
mainly staffed by men. hut heginning in the 19aGs
this cha nged drast ically. By 1920. ninety perce nt
of all typists and stenog raphers were fema le. As
business expanded so did the volume of communi
cation and record-keeping . H igh schools respond
ed to the demand for clerical workers with
commercial courses in bookkeeping , typewriting.
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corre spo ndence and even commercial law. Cleri
ca l work was a ppealing because it did not require
study in a professional program after high school,
unlike teac hing and nursing . Throughout this pe
riod the vast majority of women clericals was na
tive white, young and single. Office work was
considered more desirable than work as a sales
girl, another white collar occupation reserved for
na t ive horn white women ."

Women behind t he counters of P ro vidence
stores stood for long hours in drafty, ill-ventilated
build ings and received less pay for their greater
e fforts t han office workers. Saleswork , however,
d id provide attractive employment for those with-

out t he ed ucation to become office workers and
for those who preferred a store's lively atmo
sphere to the more staid routi ne of a n office. 1I

Clerical. sales, and professional jobs were, for
the most part, closed to immig rant women , the
majority of whom worked during this period in
factories. Rhode Island's textile industry excelled
in technological advances and managerial tech
niqu es: the state in 1905 led the country in wor
sted product ion, whi le woolen a nd cotton
ma nufactu re ran ked second a nd fourth in the na
t ion. Wom e n were always an important part of
tex tile production. At the t urn of the century they
comprised approximately half of the state's tex-
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tile workers, earning an average of five dollars for
a fifty-four hour week . Women worked in a vari
ety of textile jobs ranging from speeder tender to
the more hi ghly sk illed joh of running a jacqu a rd
loom; sometimes th ey held minor supervisory p0

sit ion s as Iloorladies. T he ir wages , wh ile genera l
ly lower than men's for similar work , va ried
widely accordin g to t he position t hey held."

T echnologica l ch a nges in ot her im po rt a nt in
dustries o pe ned opportuni ties for women in fac
tory work . T he state's jewel ry ind ust ry, locat ed
chiefly in Providence. was one of the fo ur major
jewelry -maki ng cen ters in the United Stares.
Rhode Island had an im pressive record in the
manufacture of precious jewel ry and silver in the
ISOOs. Althou gh some women were invo lved in
t h is producti on , it was primarily a male-dominat
ed cra ft. In the early tw en tieth cen tu ry. the trend
towa rd mass-produced . less expensive jewel ry and
jewel ry parts accelerated. and whi le some women
performed jobs th at required skills suc h as enam 
ell in g and en graving , most did more routine ta sks
in light assembly work , inspecting, and pack ing.'>

Domestic se rvice in 1905 ranked second to fac
tory work in its reliance on femal e labor. While
employment of the " live-in" ma id declined prior
to 1920. service jo bs were plentifu l fo r immigrant
and bla ck women as laundresses. nursemaids, day
housekeepers and cooks. office clea ners and hotel
ch ambermaid s.

Like most workers in this period women were
unorganized because uni on activity at the time
conc en tra ted on male-dominated trades. In the
I880s , the Knights of Labor - wh o en couraged
participation of women workers - enjoyed a n im 
pressive hut brief su ccess in organizing industrial
workers throughout Rhode Island . But trade un
ions such as the AFL did not see the necessity of
organizing women in unskilled. low-pa ying jobs .
Even if a n effort wa s made to organize women.
their part icipation in union activities was often re
duced by the demands of household and family re
spo nsibilines. Moreover. male trade unionists
agreed that women's place was not in the work
force but in t he home.ts

This ideology placed limits on women's wage 
earning a nd created d ifficult co nt rad ictions in
their indivi dual lives as well as large r social ten
sions. Despite th e persistent power of ideas con-

ceming wom en 's work and famil y roles. we m ust
recognize women's important contribution to
fa m ily suppo rt as well a s their key rol e in the
sta le's econom ic de velopment . For native white
women. beck on ing a ppo rt un ites co nflict ed with
t he pull o f middle-class idea s of domesticity. For
workin g-class.. women. pa id la bo r was a necessa ry
in gredient to fa mil y surviva l.

After Worl d War I, patterns cha nged. Large
scale immigration ended. the textile ind ustry be
gan to decline. the debate over the "Woman Ques
tion" was submerged as the social co ncer n of the
Prog ressive era evaporated. One th in g. however,
did not change - wa ge earnin g women co ntinued
to make a vital co nt rihu tion to the economic well
be ing of Rhod e Island.

I/:I>ocf., b l;ond f1uruu ol ln d..,n;o l !' t'Ulit ln R~pons. 1I1/:l ; 
191J , ;o h ~. 191J .......:I u H~p' >r1 01 CommiosOorJc-. o( L;ohtxrx
AnnlUl R~p''''' o f ~p.o"1m'rn 01 L;ohtx

2 M ;o ...ha P rt ffl and R.rnard M...g.n. H Ootng the Rest ' The
Uws of Pho<ograph ~ in " me"un S,,,d"'5: ' Am~nc<2n Qu.1rt~r

Iy. 29 ( 1977) P~, .... and M rr g~n apply Io"'e " ~lem~n t5 of pho<o
gr;ophic V>Sion" d""".ihpd tty John S~a.koo.nk, In Th~

Phot0Kr;ophn ', Ey~t Ne'" Yrxk . 1966). to the ",,;olys ,s of pho<o
g.aph~;os his ,onul doc:"m~nls

3 fle;o"m onl New h ;o ll. Th~ lI,stOTY of Ph '''OK,ap''-Y 1New York,
1\lt>$1.93·~

4 H:n.....n Taft . " h",og , ;op hy "nd th~ Am e" can s.-en~ ( New
Yo.k. 19311), 23. 9K, 127·121:1. 143. 371. 374. Ma. gar., Hall. r. Col
lre"n/( Old " hm ,,/(r.1p b ( N~w Yor k, 19;81. 136, 221.

J For a ,j,""u"",on 0 1ch"n~" '" home and famd...life m t he
n,n ."rmh <r m ury ,~e A . Gor<l< In. M J Ruhle. N Schrom,
W",,,r ,, '" Amem -"" S.,.-irry, ,.pr'nled I'om R" dlcal A",rr,ca. _~

(19 71), "nd Eli lar.',ky. "C;o p,u lism , lh. Family, and Prrso na l
l.ile." ,,,, ,,·i.• Ii." H o/lJ li"". 3 (1973) E<lu h Aoo" n ', Wom en in
("d,,",,-y: A Stud o( A",..nc.1" 1I".",,-ytN. w Ym k. 1910, 1960})
"I"J pro...,des ",f"rm oll,on on w,,"'en 's-wor k and home hf. in
pr. ·'ndu", ria l A"'. TlCa

b B"'hara W.h~r. "Th~ Cu ll of T rue Womanhood. l K2C1-1!l6()."·
Am "' ICa n QU.1n rr /y. I ~ (19r>6 ); Grrda L.rn. , . "'The Lady an,l
,h~ Mill ""I,"' M,dco", ,,,~,,, Am~rlt" n Stud'M jOlJro.1L 10
(I96QI. W,lham R",l~~• . " F .•n"ly P" nrr '" and So",,1 Valu. s '"
Am~"ca , 1 81~·I ~H."' Am~"tan Qu,,"~,ly. 17 (I 96JL Kirk J . I
fr ~y. '"The Fam,ly ;osUIOI',;on H:~"Ul '" S""odlOgs ( 1972)

7 N , n~,....nt h...,ent ury a t l1lud.... conc~rning childhood ;orr ana ·
Iy;<"dhy Ph , li l'l~ " " ..... Cc-nru,i... of ChIldhood A Social H" ' I>
<yo( Family I-I{~, H;o n. l" t <"d hy H:""""" R..ldlCk ( N~w Yor k.
1% 2)

K Kal hryn K,. h Sktor. C.l"h~"o~ &ft:hc-r. A S,,,dy In Am~nc<2n

llom.....ici'.y( N~w Yrx k. 19b1).ll.a rN.;o E h..n'~Kh ;ond n..lrdT~

English. F rx lI~r Own Good. a o Y~a.. of Ih~ f:"P"'" ', A<JvK-.
.0 W.......n( NIPW Yrx k. 19;8)
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F Inish", ,;:Room. Appn" "",;: Pr,n, Wor.... W..,......... I~ .' bny wmn.." , ....mp~'t'd '" m"'K'u/""s hnlsh,nl: jObs. ..-h...h ...~,..
'hou,;: h, '0 M <uu"" ' 0 ,h.." P"" ,cu '" , ,,,'..m, CI<.. h .. '.., ""..n,, 1'd foe 11 In f"'>nl u( ,h.. """do.... . rnJ1><';.. ..'..... h.i,,<kd for .h,,.-

~"'

..

Q "S'a"., ico 01Wom~n a ' Work. Io/h ,Kt.. hla n<1 . 1~H · I '1()5 , "

T.....nlv·.<'<"ond A" n u.. ' H..port r>( ,h.. Cnmm,,,..,,,,~r "f fnol".".i
..I S, .."",.." (january 1<11191. " S7

10 Thorn... W R,ek nd l. A IIr>tory of ,h ~ Rhod.. 101.",01 N " cm.ol
School ( Provrd..ne... 19111. lI ..." or RK'ha rd C",hon .. ·'Th.. H ..·
10l'Y01 , h ~ R hod.. hl.. nd Nnr m.ol School. l!l4~IQ.'O· · (unpub
lished doctoral d,_...,oon . Unr"rn.tr nl Conn...,''''u' . 19;1 1

II 1I"'<Nic..l Sk~'ch 01 , 1>.. Rhotk b J..nd lIeo1"''' ' TU"''''I:
& ho,,' for N" ........(P,ovrd..nc ~, PH]) Two r><c~n..nl .....I,n 01
Ih .. h,..ory of nUrsl n l( ..,~ Jo An n A. h lry, 11051'" ..1... 1'.. ,.." ...1·
..m . ..nd .h.. Rot .. of I h.. N,,~ ( N ..... York. 19;bL ..nd H..ar rn.., ..
Eh, ..n,~,eh .. nd D~"dr.. F.ngl roh , Wlfch A-f"f.. ,,·.... ..nd
N,,~ A. History of Worn .." II~..I..""( N , Yor k. nd)

11 A M . Edward.. "Corn pa r.." .....Oc eupallonal Su, .. IlCS for lh ..
Unl1 ..d Sta' .... l~io-l~O ..· H.., ><JM on PoptJ'al"'" 0 / ,h .. S"" ..~",h
C~n.u.of,h .. Um ,..d S'a' ..... " (I QW); Mar l(..rv [) ..v,n."W<>-

m",, '. Plac~ IS ;11 ,h ~ Typ~wr,,~ r . Th ~ F~m",,,a,, ,,n Ol lh ~ CI~ri

"" I I.ahur Forc~:' R..d,e••' A",.."ca. ~ II Q74)

Il Su ...,n P01"'~ ' Bt'n ." n . ··T h.. CI~rk"'R Sl.'~r hood Io/A" on..hu
II" n And , h.. Work Cuh u' ~ 01 Am..nc..n Soalnwom..n In o.-p" n "
m..n l S"....,., 1~;o- I9rIO:· HAd":A' Am ... ...... 1](l9:~1

14 T .. ,..nr ,·-mmh An" ....1 H..ro'" of .h~ Comrn--..... of Indu..·
.....15 ... .",,,,,,, l P,ov,d~nc ... 19161

IS "Worn ~n In Whod.. l ~l;ond Ind us.n.... .. w"",..n '. 8 ur...... Pu bll ·
c....on. H..II ...", . l l (W ...hrnR H.... 0 C , 1911). S-(I

16 Su ....n .....v rn · Wom~n ; n Ih ~ Kn r g h.~ ol I... hnr."· pal""l'r ~-

....n'M ..' ,h .. B hll ,,~ Conf~ n~ ~ of Worn..n 11",0" """ 19: 6;
P ..ul Ruh l... · · TII ~ Knr Rhll o f 1 00, ,n Rhod~ h l.. nd:· Hadl e..!
jj"",'Y H~vr~"" 11 (1 9i~l ; Alr~~ K.."'I~r· Harrl~. "W II~r ~ Ar~ ,h~

O'lo:an,,~d Wom.." W",k~rs ' " F~milli.. 5',,01,..... J (I QH )
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Worn ..n ~nd ch,ld,..n of C~pf~JnN B. Church's f~tnJlyon rh .. porrh of rh .." sum",.,.,. hom... N~nfJMlW lt... ROMI.. T,v..non. c~. /9/J·
19/. Phm"I:'.pI, by 0 E INhnts of F.II R",.., . .\h .":'
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--

....

•

Somco<"I<' w...,.r "" III.. Il.Jd.. of rll .. PhoOO/(f3ph. , ..1< .." In IIrq ·-.\ I.•rv j ,>h""">fl. .1/<:N; 4 for 49 ...... '" ..nd su"" lilllhlil l ""'........nr In ,h ..
l"m ,Il·"t Mr C N rol lh. " ~
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•

Wom rn 'If machm~ for ~rm wmdmg; .ill< warpmg machines Me tv rhr sides. Ho_yal Wra ying Company. Pawt ucJ< r ,. ca. 19Jj · 191/1
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~Sk;IIN War"'''' M. nu(M"fun ng Jr~lry. ProVldrllCr. R I "
H. 1f01. s,rrrogr.ph puhli5hN c., 1915 ' 1920 br KrYSloo r V,r ... ComlMny. f"'Ob.-bJy.as ~n 01 . S<'"I tOl ~hool chlldrr1l rhr .u ,011
.hr bMk 01 Ihr s,rrto c,;ud no,.... Ih. , ..'ht'....,,-k in ,h'" indusfry ISdont' ~lly by h.nd, I f folio.... ' ht'n ,h., il must b<l" c.rn'N 00
....hcrr .hr pop<JI.,ion is dr1lM'. , Skill. c...... • nd p.I.jr1l<"r {ur.1Ir<'quirN 01 ,h....". buoy "","kt''''. You ....ill~rvt' 011 fhr f.bl.... •ht'
f'XlI~ of .hr ludr. On jf' u .rr nrNN ro hUI .lIr mt'•• 11, . nd bo ...!s of .... ,tt lor ..pid cooling. Htt t'. l<J... • rr ham m t'ni. Forc:rpa. .......,
I.........rrrs. .. Wom t'1I comprjU'd an jllc....as;ng proponion 01 ' ht labor Forer '" jr....dry mall u/.ct ur r illlht yt'.". IIlSO.o 1925.
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Mrnnar lor rh O' C/urlft W........n Lppfrt IvniJy.~fI('", 16W "'Sar.h McV.ic.u with Gorton, ld. DodJq ....Ih cUr",.. AJ",,.;;Mod
J_t.. Bill McElmy·. doC. In ,h.. bIc.,.....nd;' Fran" Burna. H

l
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Photographs in the Exhibit

Susan Slocum Chase, Constant W. Ch ase, th eir
children and grandchildren at Bowler F ar m, Wap
ping Road. Ponsmouth, ca. 188,S.-1 890. RHi (X3)
2180.

A ru ra l family. possibly tenant farmers. John B.
Allen Fa mily Collection, ca. 1880· 1890. RHi (X3)
2170.

Woman and child in the ga rden of Capt . N. B.
Ch urch's sum m er ho me, Nannaqu aket Road, Ti
verton. P hotograph by O. E . Dubo is of F all R iver,
Mass., ca . 1913 ·1914. RHi (X3) 2181.

Women and children of the Church fam ily on
their porch, Tiverton. P hotogr aph by O. E . Du
bois. ca. 1913 - 1914. RHi (X3) 2177.

" Beth and her mother." Nellie Brownell Potter
Collection, ca. 1895 - 1905. RHi (X 3) 2182.

Two women and a child. Cady Family Collection,
ca . 1890·1900. RHi (X3) 2183.

Woman crocheting, ca . 1890. RHi (X3) 2184.

F amily group with women embroide rin g. sewing,
and knitting. John B. Allen Family Co llection, ca.
1880 · 1890. RHi (X 3) 2185.

P arl or. ca . 1890 - 1900. RHi (X 3) 2174.

Bed room, ca. 1890 ·1900. RHi (X 3) 2186.

T wo women at tea . P hotograph by Frank Warren
Marshall. ca. 1893. RHi (X3) 2187.

Woman at he r writin g table on the porch o f the
Wilkinson home, River Roa d. Lincoln. Wilkinson
Family Collection. ca. 1895. R Hi (X3) 2179.

A picnic. E thel Colt Ritch ie Collection. ca . 1917·
1918. RHi (X3) 2167.

T he Gallery at the John Brown House
52 Power Street
Providence, R. I .
Through August 20. 1979

Outdoor cookin g. Ethel Colt Ritchie Collection.
ca. 1917 - 1918. R H i (X3) 2168.

Mother and chi ld. Maria T horpe Collection. ca.
1915 - 1920. RHi (X3) 2178.

Immigrant woman gathering firewood at the re
fuse dump, West Exch ange St reet., Provide nce,
1903. RHi (X 3) 2176.

Pitching hay. Photograph by Frank Warren Mar 
shall, ca. 1904 · 1908. RHi (X3) 2169.

Picking turnips. Ethel Colt Ritchie Collection. ca .
191 7·1918. RHi (X3) 2 J9J .

In the apple orchard. Photograph by Avery Lord.
ca . 1915 - 1918. RHi (L86.S).

Sorting apples. P hotogr aph by Avery Lord. ca .
1915·1918. RHi (L86.S).

Adelia Merry Ba rney, her son Charles Wesley
Barney, j r., and an unidentified servant. 1888.
RHi (X3) 2188.

Clementine Rh od es and Maggie Ca rey. her nu rse.
Mau ran Family Collection, ca . 1870·1875. RHi
I X3) 2189.

"Sa rah McVicar wit h Gorton: Ida Dudley with
Charley, Alex; and Jack. Bill McE lroy's dog . In
the background is F rank Burns." Lippitt Family
Collection, 1899. RHi (L 764) 63.

"Mary Johnson. aged 74, for 49 years & still a
faithful servant in the fami ly of Mr. C. N. T albot: '
1879. RHi (X3) 2J72.
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"Grey Room." Apponaug P rint Works. Warw ick.
1900. RHi (X 3) 2J92.

" F inishing Room (Sect ion I)." Apponaug Print
Wor ks. Warwi ck. 1900. RHi (X3) 2J73.

Work~rs and silk warping machines. Royal W~av

ing Company. Pawtucket. RWC Collecti on. ca.
1915 - 1918. RHi (X3) 875.

Skein windi ng and silk warping. Royal w eavin g
Company. Pawtucket. RWC Collection. ca. 1915·
1918. RH i (X 3) 487.

Work~rs with machines for the thread twist ing
opera tion. Roya l Weavin g Company. P awt uck et .
RWC Collect ion. ca. 1915 - 191 8. RHi (X 3) J J92.

Women tendi ng machinery. Sayles Fin ishin~

Plants. Saylesville or P hillipsdale . SF P Collec
tion. ca. 1920 - 1928. RHi (S275) 460.

Operators a t pant ograph machines. Glenl yon
Pri nt Wor ks (P lant C). Phillipsdale. SFP Coll ec
tio n, ca . 1921. RHi (S275) 520.

"Skilled Workers Manufacturin ~ Jewelry . Provi
de nce . R. I." Keystone View Company stereo
gra ph . ca. 1915. RHi (X 3) J80.

" P riva te Office. The Consolidat ed Car Fender
Co.• Providence. R. I. ." 1898. RHi (X3) 2175.

Uniden tified business office with woman at type
write r. ca . 1890 - 1900. RHi (X 3) 2J9 7.

Office workers. mana gers. and owner a t Royal
Weaving Co mpa ny. Pawtucket. Clockwise. (rom
foreground: Grace Kaye. Jennie Kaye. M. Soule.
Earl Donnelly, Joseph Ott. Norbert Donnelly,
Thomas West . RWC Collection . ca. 1912. RHi
tx» 2198.

T ypist . Mari a Thorpe Collection, 1904. RHi (X 3)
2J 99.

Kit che n of a restaurant. Providence. William
He nry Heath Col lecti on. ca . 1899- 1905. RHi (X 3)
2J93.

Wait ing table in a restaurant. P rovide nce. William
Henry Heath Collection. ca . 1899 - 1905. RHi ( X3)
2J94.

Gr oce ry store. probably in Woonsocket. Photo
graph by Albe rt L. Pease. ca. 1896. RHi (X 3) 2J95.

Frederick J. Mueller 's Cigar Store. 78 North Main
St reet. Providence. ca. 1899 - 1905. RHi (X 3) 2J 66.

Mrs. Youn g's Gift Shop. An gell Str eet . Provi
den ce. ca. 1905. RHi ( X3) 2J96.

Rhod e Island Hospita l. Providence. ca. 1915 
1920. RHi (X 3) 2200.

Children's ward. Rhode Island Hospital. Provi
dence. ca. 1915· 1920. RHi (X 3) 2171.

" Mrs. Miller 's Lon gfelJow Class. English and
Classica l High School. 49 Snow St reet. P rovi 
de nce. R. I.. " ca. 1880. RHi (X 3) 220J.

Beth in he r class room. Ne llie Brownell Potter
Collection. 1900. RHi (X3) 2202.

Teacher and her class outdoors at Slater Avenue
Sch ool. Providence. Photograph by Frank War
ren Marshall. ca. 1900 - 1905. RHi (X3) JI65.
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'The Rhode Island Historical Society

On~ Hundred Fifty-sevenrh Annual Meeting

On Janl&oll'}' 28, 1979at 3:30 p.m . OIl Aldrich Houae. PTeaidenl Den
y E . Stark wled toOI'd." the one hundre'd fiky-...venlh ann......]
rnN'tin&: of the Society

A momftll of sil~e wu obw T'....d in memory of NeL.on Al
drich RockefeUfl",

The minvtft of the prl!'Viau. opecial buooin_ mc«inc to IotU
propeTty on G«lI'le SU~wen approved. .. WUe the minlllft of
the opecial mft'tinl_ StpIftIlt- 6 to ...n the GIIapft' HOUIoe. The
minutN of the I.- "",,1,LIl m-nnl of Jan....ry 29.197' were ap.
proved u puwnud in R1to<kWand H..rory. 37:1 (Ft'bruary 1971).
~ trea.lft'r,~tion ....,...101". m.-wn aualor. lilrarian. di

f«'tOf. and presHHnl UoI:h prnoemed .. repon primed ~Iow Seer...
t&rY Richard Suph.. rnd the repon of the nominaUne committe<!! ,
Of6cen, uu.tH&. and committe<!!mtmbrn Wen elected ... nomi-

M'"Steven &:.cilrmo of the Battle of Rhode laIand comm~
ti.... committe<!!pr~,",d. meda.lID the s.:.:wty for its efforu on
brtwf of th e AlIl\* e..lebration.

l...NtIy. the Society honored Dr. Mar p eriur Appl~on for h,.,.
many yean of wrvice in Ihe cause of ltachinl Rhode bland hist~

'Y
The mHUnll: adjoumffllt S:ISp.m.

RftpecdullYSllbmin.d,
RICHARD F. STAPLES--
Mjnur~ ofa SpKiaJ M~tjng. September 6. 1978

Th~ mefline ..... coovmed ..1 .s:LS p.m,
,.. requiTed by Ih~ Socifty'. chanf'l". trn. mH'line wu gJI~ to

obtain the m.mben.hip', approval of Ih~ ..I~ 01Gupo:e HOlmeon
WillianqS~ 10 Sl~phm G. I.,.indf'l"," Providmc:~"'wyf'l". Th~
1a.I~, ....hich had bHnpr~yappruv~ by the Society'. tnDt"'"w. mad~ undf'l" Ih~ condition th.a.lth~buildine·.oririn.al pan~line
be preIeT'V~ and tMt th~ building', forrn~r t'IlItodima be allowed
to rem..in Ih~r~. Of thc.e m~mbenprl!HTlt at this m~tine, lWen·
ty~ghl voted in faVOl" ollhe s.a.le: fOlll" were opp»ed. The ewe
lhirds m..jority VOlenH'ded for approval of th~ ..Ie w.I.IlhUl
.achieved. Ninet een memben conatitute a quorum. The rnolution
W .l.f, approved .accordini to Ih e notice mailed 10 the memben in ad
vence.

RftPKtfully...,bmilled.
RICHARD F . STAPLES--
Minutes ofa Specisl M~ting, January 28,1979

Th~ mH'Iine ..... coovmed at 3:l.S p.rn..at Aldrich H<;Age.
Th~ mefline ..gJled for th~ putllORoI rKe'iving r«om

m~t>on.01 the tnlf;l_ punuanl to pron.ionI of Ihe Charter
conceminglhe Mle of property. A motion wu made and l«Onded
incorpon.tinc the IanfUl.ge of a r-::>lution mailed to Ih e member·
Mip. to wit:

R ESOL VE D. Th.t~'aPl4t 13. Lor 19S,. 3.1lJ .cjUiln
foot. unimproved parcel of land on GeoTie Sl,,", bt'C Wffn Coolre
and Co ve-roor8 tmr. in Ih~ Cilyof Provid'mce t¥ I01d for .lICh

o;on.ider..tion••nd on .lICh tenno and ronditml all lhe E",,,,,utivr
ComtmrtH ,h.1I detennine, and th.t th .. Ptesid~nt .iining ,ingly.
CK Ih.. TI?...unr and 8f!'CT01.vy .igning pm/y, t¥ authorizt"d to
ma.... execere. ....1. ac.nowledg.. and deli~r in th~ nam.. • nd on
belWfof Ih .. Society a dud Ih..,....,(and any oth ..r docum..nts, to
im".-....:h t..nns and condilions .a.ndto t.1re any and all oth..r ....
Iioo as in hia CK IIwir jud,m..nt~ n«t'aU)' CK desirabl.. 10 carry
flUlsuch. M1~ and Ih~ coo~Ml«' of".jd n.J ,....t~.

A quonambonne pr-nt. the lIKXion .... adopted unanimwaly ,
Th~ m~e .d,ioumed at 3:20 p.m.

Rspeclfully subnull...d.
ALBERT T. KL YBERG
Du«uw

Annual Repon of the President

Th~ president of Ih.. Society began hi, remarln with .. review of
th .. t e:aaona why he had en;oyed hil fint year , H .. upresH<l ..ppr ....
ciation for the IUppon of the membenhip, ...peciaUy thoae who
had r...ponded eo een~rouaIy to the Fri..nds Campa.ign. He
Ih:anlr.ed his fellow olficen:and trust_ for th~ir lnter...t. counael.
and auppon. H .. aJ.o indic ..ted how cootributiv~ Ih~ luff h.aa bun.
n.pecially Mr. Klybete, th~ direc1ot".

Mr . SUB levi.....ed Ih~ aignifieanl mil ...tonH of 1978, Th~ ren
ov..1i.on.to Ald.iich HOI.IW wer~ rompl"~.and worlr. ia well alooe
on 1he fin! uhibitmn. He ...prnaed. upon behalf of aUthe mem·
ben oIthe Society. hia ..ppreci.ation 10 th~ Ald.iich Family. the
Roclr.efell..,. Brothen.:and many othn foundali.on..and donon for
the fin:ancW...,ppon Wt h.ad m.ade ~b!e Ih .. nation of Ihe
M.-um of Rhode bland Hiaorr al Ald.iich H<;Age.

Oth~ evmtaof 1978 thai Mr . Surlr. rxxed were the cre.tion 01
• Lone R:an,~ Planninc Commitlf'e unMr th .. direction of Mr. p
...-ph K nIM. the pnntine of Volwn~ II of the Gr~ne Pape-n..lhe
eIection of ML Anloinett.. Downine u .. F ..llow of th~ Socie-ly.th..
increased financialauppon from the SUIl~ of Rhod.. lIl_d "",d
Fe<l~al Govemment, and th e complelion of th .. evaluation of th~
Socie-ly by Mr . Frank Spinney:and M" Pamela FOil.

During 1979, Mr . Surlr. ,Ult'd that th e mOIl important even l
wou.ld be the openlne of the litll u h ibit ..tth~ M uuum, "The Lay
of th .. Land" H~ mdrcated th..1 th e hOUK will be dc-dicale<land th~

uhibil will open on lh~ we1!lr.end of M..y 18th , A1lthoae who con
tributed 10 th.. Soci~ty'l 1979 Fri~nds Camp"ien wIl be invited 10
_ the uhihit Utat eve-nine lrom 8 10 10 p.m.• .and the emeral
membenhip will be inviled toallm<! Sunday .f1em<:lOn. May 20th.

The PTeaidmt moourleed.all mflnben to IUppor1 the Friends
Campaicn in 1979, both by h~lplne Mr . Lynch (on .. of th .. Society'.
'rice presidmts, who q,chairinelh~ driv~ .ae.&in thia y~.a.r) to taiH
th.. money.and by rivine eeneTOUlly. Mr . Stark "led Wtlhe
nHod is (Tut and thatlhe UlIIH is very wurth..hile

Ala;) in 1979, Ih~ report oflhe Lone Rane.. Plannine Commit·
t e1! will be ~leued. Thia document will be ea.pecialIy IIHfuI with
~eard 10 futur~pI:aN for 1h~ library ,

In aunmary, Ih .. prNidenl indio:at~ that th~ Socifty it -alive
and ......11 and cootinuinc to fuJfilllhe purpoaealot"which i1 Wall cr e
..ted. H.. dOled hit rernaru by aalring Ih~ m..mbenhip for lheir
I;OI"\tin~IUpporI.

DENNIS E. STARK

1
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RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Stat~mt'ntofSupport and Revenue Receipts and Disbursements
Years Ended June 30,1978 and 1977

eu"..nr Fun d. F;;ud 04""1 En dowm..m TOla l All Fund.
P UBLIC SUPPORT AND R EVENUE RECEIPTS, Unr"5Iri~ l ..d R....rkt ..d Fund Fund /978 / 977

Public . uppon:
Conl ribution. 49.044.87 34.033,86 Sl.99l1. 66 136.077.3 9 268.420,45
Compr ..h..n.iv.. E mployment

T'ai ninlt ACI F und. 21.923 .79 21.923.79 7,010. 68
Le ltacin and bequnll 40.000.00 40.000,00 50,000 ,00
Grant. 51,000,00 132,871~ - 18J,871,~ 148.854 a 7

Total pu blic .uppon 121,96lI66 l Mo,906 70 52,998 66 40,000 ,00 ].81,87402 414,295,60

R..v ,,"u .. ·

M..m bf' rship dun 43.075.00 43.075 00 42,937.00
In ynlm..n l incom.. 1,742 47 87,5066. &8 89.lO9 35 92.1 78.64
R.....bzlf'd Itain (10M) on ...1.. of inyn lm..nll (8.71167) (8.711.67) ( 8.973 78)
R..nta l incom.. 3.4 :W.ll 3.4]4,1l S,462.36
Program and ...ty", ,, fen 9 .941.94 13,15.8,66 23,101,60 19.088 07
Lou on ...1.. 0 1 filled .....1 000 {4,000,OOI

Tota l r ..ven ue 56,452 ,16 14,901 13 78,8S5.21 150 lOa .SO 146.692 .29
Total pu blic .uppon and r..ve nue 178.420,82 181.807,83 ~ 118.855 21 532.081.51 620,987.89----

DISBURSEMENTS:
Prni:nm .ervicn:

Library pr ogram 86.312.0lI M,S2 8.53 3.843.27 150,683 88 142,304.45
M u...um pr0i:ram 70.161 ,97 43.596.74 1.77 8.13 11 6.S36.~ 127,104 .57
Publicat ion. progra m 61,092 ,68 39.677.34 n.S9 100 .795,61 97.83S.96
Educa tion pr0ll:,a m 6,33 7,82 2,43S37 ---- 8,77319 1471 8 00

Total program ... ty.cn 233.'104 5S 146,137 ,98 ~ 376.789 51 38 2.06 298

S upponin g ...ryKn;
Manalt ..m..n l and I ..n ..... l 61.562 .13 lS,057 .S2 444 82 87.064 H 3·4.894.21
F und ra ili ng 15.646. 48 3,651 89 ..2!!1! 19,410.58 25.177 .57

T Ola' . upport,n e ... tyicn 77,208,61 28.710, 41 ~ 106.475.0S 60,071.79

Total d i.bu....m ..m. 3OLlI3.16 174,948,39 ~ 483.264 ,57 442,134.77

Ell c....(d ..fic'..ncy ) of public .uppo n
and r..v..nue r.c ..ipll ov..r di, bur ...m..nll (122.692.34) 6,859 ,44 45.795.6-4 118,855 .21 48.817 ,9S 17S.853,1 2

=

Annual Report of the Treasurer

The annual financ:iaI npor1 of Ih.. Socie-ty pointll out a tr.. nd thai
11M continued ov... th .. puI ...y....al y....n -Ihat ia, Ih.. n-omon of
our e-ndowmflIt and an at.olul.. tac.. of ........iD, capital. W.. ha ....
invaded our f'Tldowmf'Tlt f1¥ .... th .. y....n to fun d op...-al inl dtoficits
and 10 rna.... n~ , ..~ and im prov tmf'Tltll lO our umine
lacilitiN. w..bf lif'Y" lhat out pI'Opf'ft:in ar .. ptfHfltly in re_
ably lPOd axKhtim and ... Ire now on a ply.....you- eo bud. R....
tflItly ..... Dd th .. c.a..p....H~ and conKqUmtly plid off S6' .000
iD Ioana, with Ih e~e brine aIJocated for oompll'tion of th e re
quirll'd improvnnf'Tl1JI 10 Ih .. AldriI::hH~.

For fiIuIl979 aaop...-atinll: 01'1. ba1.Inced budll:lI't. T o
.chif'Y" thit budgt'l. mual Uplnd our public IUppon durine th ..
auTf'Tlt m..mb...-ahip Or1Y" and th e sprine Ftimdl Campaien.

The SociftY' in addition. h.. becorn.. incre uingly d..pe-ndf'Tlt on
lov..mm..nt gran... With ta>lpay ..r ptetaur on led ..ra l. • tat e and
local budg..ta, we must 1<lO" to ...ayllO incr pl.Iblic eupport for
the Sociny'. program. .. a hfdg.. againn the 10M01 govemment

wppon. It it ..ncumbfnt on Ulan to ta.... an actiye rol .. in the Sod
tty through both volunt .............. and financialwppon.

R"Pf'C'IfuUy IUbmilted.
KARL F, ERICSON

Annual Rt'port of the Director

Th.. pn-man.... t .... of me:mory can .... a Wlttrin,~ eaper
ie-nc..; there is hardly any .ay to nplain the lnef and.t>oc.. of be
iDe CIltofllrom one'. 0"'Tl put. It it lill .. lming on..·• eyni,ht or
h....-inl. Communiti... can !Nfler a_ 01 m..mory. 100. Th.. COflIoI!

qu..nc ... Ire no I.... dilniptiv.. and disquietinJ; Ihlr)' can h.ve eeo
nomic as .....11 .. pl)'choloeica1 efftcU.

The so lution 10 thit probl..m of oommunilY memory-lOlll i. to
hav.. a hi.tOl'icallOcif'ly ...hich preHTY'" and mall ... ICcf'llible
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.-fW informll:icG about the ~t. The Rhode 1&Iand Hmorical So
cifty prrfomw IlKh a task for the PfOPle of OW atate It coIIeeu.
IWI"IN and provides the facu Rhode lalanden require in order tu
ropr with the world around them. It ie the tcmrnunity'a memory
bank; it ie an information maf;hllle.

Jotem«)' enabln III to avoMlmalonl roatIy nuau.k" oyer and
OY.... alain; memory permi~ua to o;ombine m.piration with per
~ 10 IOIw probIemL II calla up facu and data that can be
applied in the funare lOautiona llimiw 10 lhme which were c0n

front ed in th e put. Familiar information can be rearranged and
adIopled 10 new aituationL A tradition of O'rffCCm.inc problems can
offer conllden« and -.r&fKe .. a Ndder in Ronny wu ther .

Indi viduala aeek thia.....-arlo« and 10 doo;ommunitiN. Elrery
lroup of PfOPle from th e eave men to th e ci..-imationa of Egypt.
Gree« and Rome auted an oo.-ed po.iuon for the aory-Ieller
who If&nanitted the ahared ellpeOenc"of the people from one
leneration 10 another. Q,-at then written, lJ"adJlions became the
foun da tion of OW C'1J.lture. H iatori cal llOciet in and OIher education
al inatitutiona perform thill....,..,,;ce today , We can learn in a few
yun what it took eenerationa 10 diacover by t ria l and el'TOr; we
can Rand on the inlellectualahoulde.. of our prede.:eAOr'L

l e norance of the past, OIl the other hand, can be a let of plIy'
choloCical an d e<:ooomic handcuff&. Such haa been the cale in
Rh ode h and for th e l....t fifty yea... A wid"pread app reciation
don not eIiat . bout the m.ac nit ude of ai_ t hat pr elrious ce nera·
lions faced or how th~ aL>CCeeded in oy ercoming Ih ..... problema.
Thill lack of undentandine h.u ....noua!y limited Rhode Wand'a
ability to IIOIpout of the doldruma cauaed by Ihe deay and dec line
of th e teatile ind..-try'.

With few eaceptiona. this IJwnp haa now Laated a half cent\ll'}' .
The ma ny eu m pln of Rhode Wanden fil;h lllll the odda and win
nine in c:ountle. cri8n OYer' thrn-<enNtY hIStory "weely un
known to th e aate'a population today. Economic laaitude ia
compounded by a aerioua infmonty o;ompln that can only be c....
llified .. haYinC epidemic proportioN throuehout every _ata of
the Rhode lUnd ~tion.Rhode blanden eapre. enonnoo.l1I

douba about thlrir own ability and.n alrT'IWI plItalyrine unwilling
_ to try' to do lOmedtine. ReluctanCe and neeatilrilm halre
IoChievedthe atat..of a way of life ,

Wha. today. Rhode hlanden do no< aeem 10 .ppreciate ie the
m.- hundred yur tradition of oyen;ominC aeeminCly cru&hine
ot.tKl_ Durine Ih e aeventeenth cenlury, in Ihe time of RoCer
WI1liuN,. vi~t communiti" were formed. by the......" inoonerv
... M't of individ ualiRs and out...... Then nearly every buildinll:
on the mainland _ burned 10 the ground by Indian warfare. 1m
,...x.bly, t he cokJny SW'Vlyed and ",en de fea ted Ihe effoou of ita
nei l hhon to.'-orb it. while bl ..ffinC and htu.\ ,.nnc ita ..... y ";thin
th.. halJa of ParliamenL In the out Cenl\uy. th e littl e c:ornrnon
wealth lilred by its wits. orch_nline • e lobal .... ·eoing com
meeee on' Kale that compared f....or.bly with th.- beet t £foru of
weU_ u bliahed na tiona.. In the foll""";nC century, in c enui ty and
ahf'et" wiU-power pione..red in producin ll: one of the great induetrial
aywIemi t he world h.d elrer aeen . Steam power . nd manae en.1
ima(ination ellre credence to the feiaty.ymbol uf th e cnnfiden t
bantam. Stall:CerinC problema of akimpy r_c" were OVercome
ICain and I gain. £lIpenmenution . inlrention and . apin t that re
fuIed 10 quit ....ere the key 10 IRK1:IN&. The ";11 10 It n.lCCle . lI:ainat
iOlUpenble od<k of poveny . nd llU"ane .. l. ncuae.- and cu.lomt

marked the ellperience of the many way" of newcomera who
blended thlrir lritali ty and vin lity 10 th e -.nin. In other fielde.. th ia
.pr;t w.. bnl; u pr...-d in Ih e penonality and performance of
Rhode Ia1anden like N.thanael Gr eene who dlNCribed h. ap
Jln*:h. M we fieht, eer beat, rill:' an d fie ht llain.M or the eumple of
()li.,.,. Huard PerT)' who u arwponed hie Rhoo. Ialand aaiIon 10
the....&od thorea of Lake Eri.-. c.arnd a 0Ht 0Ul of the for est,
and. u.iled fanh to amuh the Bn tiah .......erane who had humbled
Napoleon.

Eire". len....tion has a ncht 10 hllr" Kte. to ill pal- Eyery
penon needa 10 know ru. identity that. ahaped by familia and
ne1l;bt.x-hoo<k Societi" like th e Rhode bland H iI1oric:a1Socie-oy
provide thellinlr.~ the eener.liona. Hi8toriea1l1Ocietin can
taoafy that curiDIity. History it ed\lQItiona!. too, in the at.tract
aenee: it ~",en be entertainine and amusinc .. 0C*al(ia. but ita
main~ .10 provKIe .....fW information and perapectiw ...
human tool to enable \1110deal ..;th loday and torno!TO'W.

Thia ia the taU the Rhode hland Hiatoncal Soc.ety has _ ,t
Iel! to do for the people of our IUItt.

Today the Rhode lUnd H..torical Sonely has achiClred an
other mil_one in ,ta ellona to impt'Olre and eltpand ,ta histone.. l
aervKea to the Rhode Island o;ommunlly Wt now .... lre .. function
mc meflinl center in the form of Aldnch HOUle. For the moment.
our accompliahment iI weely the preplltation of the leaure hall
the adjoininc re.:eption room.and the kitchen. On the seceed floor
we han lIIm e offsee apace in oper.tion, By May II of this year ow
ahowcue callenn in the front of the '-will he ready. At that
lune we ahall open our new Muaeum of Rhode ,....nd Hiatory a\
A.kIrich House , Our fin! nhibit will be entitled the ~Lay of the
Land.~ It ia lbouo how Rhode laLand.... halre fuhioned the land
....pe throuChout our ru.tory.

(ietUnc thia fIT has been both. lnal and a tr'iwnph. Plana for
the renCJ\rationof Aldnch HOUle bee.n over three yea .. ago, Our
oricinal budee1 of nearly $8j .OOll h.d 10 be IOCTe....ed to nearly
S I SO,OOll in order to do the job. All alone the way Ih,ng. we wanted
to do were ellher puatponed or dropped. The tranlformation of ..
private retidence into a public building that confunnt with build
inc and fire eodn i. a very n pen. ive .nd fruatrating assignment-
I truly hope it will he th e Jaat auch undtrtaking for us With new
ateel heama, two mil" of new elect ric. l wiring, a relramped hea t
inc and tlectrical lyatem, we are finally ready to go. Behind th e
boeue.nd IOmewh.t billious temporary blue doora in the hallway,
our lil'll exhibit will take ahape in a few weekI-

The financine of a renov ation aLlth II thit w.... only pan of the
problem. Beea ..... of th e nalure of the job, we were unable 10 get a
c eneral conUlC1or to undenake it at the price we could afford. We.
meaning the lUff. became the eeneral conUlC1or. Calline the sub
conUIIC1On during th e haJf-time of New £nCland Patriots' gamn
ao that worken would.novo up on Monday morn;nC. correnine
Iapllft of insill:ht by th e an:hiteeu. and dealing ";th a myriad of
daily problems 100ll an enonnoua amowtt of time. Thanks Co 10 Ed
Grel;ory of ow aalf who desiened pan of Ihe job and worked OUt
_ of the colon. but the lion'l ahare of the a-edit for.-ine the
proj«t throul'h belonCa to Cliff Cone. our auperin.endetlt of build
inp and (J'1II.Inda. Clif f ala<> desicned key elemnlta of the job IlKh
.. Ibe IUtchen .

While ....e all had our har\dII Nl1 hen- ..~C IJ"Kk of Ihinl'''
the library conducted;lI.."k .....th ill familiar eoodchf'et" and effi
ciency. th.- new muHwn Riff '"""'Cl;led ';Ih the tatll of mountinl'
I major show. th e Greene Papen and publiuoont people goo: uaed
to pa-er dUll in thlrir typewr'il ...... and myoffict support Rlff
Helen Hodde, Carolyn B~ and H elen Gower _ and the build
in p and. Crouoda naffwo:wked around. throul'h and over chaoa.
S~ than... ar e due! 10 our foreman Carl P. pino and hia_.
tants. Jeff Qo>aranuo. Alfred P apino and St ephen Monell. NOIonly
did the recWar pt'OCrlm c et acc:ompliahed, bullelreral new initia
lilr . were hel'\Ul;ll well .
K~ atllff like Ann Leveqoe. Cliff Con e. and Kale Wate rm an

amply did not find time for Iraeationa thia year. Other .taff ILlCh II

La ura Roberta, t he CUtator for OUr ed uc.tion.l prog rama, ran
elrenine an d weekend pro gTllm. wit hout. hitch,

On top of the aheer volum e of work, th ere ....er e tim ... when we
couldn't _ m 10 win for loting. At the opening of our special rom
mem oratilre ahow on the Battle of Rhode IlJand I leamed Ihat
lOme two doz en im portant Ale u nde r Hamilton let~ ha d been
atolen from our library. Fortunately, th ey were recovered in Han ·
ford. Connecticut. On another occuion Ielrer.1 amall OrienLl.i tu ga
_ere diIcovered misaing from john Brown House; and during the
coune ol al l t he o;omings and coi nl'allt Aldrich Houae. lelrera.!
unalI thinCa disa ppeared u well . On tapof it all. no Ie. than four
aall had their cara Irtolen and a few othe.. had Y.IUlIbl" removed
from thlrir can durine Ihe year . Th. explaina why tome of the joy
... drained OUt of the u peri ence and why we ar e in a Iref)' a('itat
ed £Tame of mind when it C'lm" to IKurity me.....".t Aldrich
H_ . the libnry. and John B~ Howe WMtever our bulIeet
~OUt10 he when we get 10 it in April I do no< aee how we can
awotclu.a-IIinl; OWprooectiort at alllocationL I aee thil proap«t
in t ent'lll of full-time aecurity naff .. opp<»ed10 pan·time and
~Klme1ime ~ IlT&nl'ementawe now halre.

On the brighter side. I can re~ that llelrer hue 10 many
6orte.., much for the Society .. dun n c th e 1lItt year . Our commit
t-. compriting oy er 125 YOiunteert, met freq ..ently and at leneth.
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W, had th, rn<:* "","~fu1 Fnfl>da Campaign """'. r.....eov '"
$oIO.OOl1 Th, Ift1tUIof Ih, ehallm c , C....1I1 were IM't; our Coal_
Khino«l. W, appl~ for II cr.II1S frcm a v.rifty of ftdftal. SUit.
and ,,"v.It foundatioN.. W, Wfff IUtttMhII in aU bul 00'. W,
raiMd OVIII' $4U .OOO las! year.

Beca.- of Ih e laC in th, tim , whm Ih I!Wfundi amve .M Ih ,
n«~ly to ktep th, procr~roliinC . we «lIliinUOl.lloly nut behind
in <;Mh fk>w, In order to Rand Ihe ",pen of Aldric h H",,"," rm-
ovationa. fex insunce.;1 wu n«ewary to llthe Gupte HOUle to
rtt" ....e OW" inve-Im m l and pul il inlO Ihill buildinC' Even.o. w,
eouId and Mould "Iablish a fund .. wor kinC capital . To do 10. w,
mIlY u k, a loolr;at 10m, of the ac rea g ' that w, own around Ih,
Qunna Fon ajtt in Ell"", If w, ...U.w, will be ca r,hil to lu v,
,nOllgh proI«tion for the aitt illel£.

DurinC lh e COI1I'H ollhe ynr. we oom miMioned a Il udy about
ounelv,"" from a g...anllrom Ih , National En dowmen l for Ih, H u
manill,"", Fran" Spinney. I rn ired prof~ of muHum lIudl" at
Cooperslown. and Pam FOil. fonn",ly of our suff. COfIdllCttd it
Wh ile thf'ir re port 11M flClt yn been Ruditd in d,pt h by our t l'llSlteS
and cammiltfft, a numbe'! of C,n"aI r«OlTUTleOd.itiona haY, been
pul into effect, MKh u tstablishinC oeparal ' line dtpanme-nlSof
educatIOn and pubUc.auon

Th , Ian",. I am happY 10 report. iii CWTmtJy IUff"'- by GI,nn
L.aFanlMi' GlftUl. who _ formerly dir«lor of pubhcalJOnl W11h
Ih, BKeruftlllial Commi.ion. ia Ih, tditor of OW' quanerly. Rhode
1aJand H i.lory. andhu rec,ndy been mClced 10 campl"e Brad
S wan's ediuon of Ihe I"unof RoCer William&. Man y 01 our pul)h.
cationa have finally begun to ""II R T racey . .. pan of hia cranl
U mllOoC\l.lTl coordina lor . h.. opc-ntd In COfIUctl wilh over thiny
booIIlJtor,"" in th, R hod, Illand area. Th, Nal hanael GrHn, Pa·
pen compl" ed Volum, U. which is now n lhe pre-. Noe l Conlon
rented, and Joy ce Bouhnd ldt. Liz St , v,ns and Marca re! Cobb
each work half tim , .

AI we look lorward to lhe com ing yea r, my hop" for rhe Sod
tty include a lucceuful optnin, of our new Mllleum of Rhode b
lind HiI;tory - bot h beel...... of the inhere nt val ue of this luchin,
medium. bul also beea...... I beh eve illl visibi lily " alhowciIICfor
lhe Socie-tywill COfIlributc 10 Ih e lrowlh and npansion of al l our
prolrarm.. Dir cetl y tied 10 lhi .. I o.ee oppor1uni li,"" for Iddit ional
Nodln,lrom incr eao.ed memt.er.hipand ,reaur roopIration in
lhe Fncndl CampaicTL We're pleased to be a pan Ollhe Uniled
Aru Fund which .alicililUppon from R hod e Uland corporatioN..
lalloo ...... mel.~ for. a corwolidaoon of OW' effona, a workin ,
OUI 01our four main pro, rama 01mlllC\UTL library. pubUcationa
and ed uc:atior:L We need 10 ,n used 10 aU oIlhem and refine them
before we tak e on anythinc new To doa betler ,job in runninc
th lP'llC deparunenlll 1 would hope lhole 01UI in lh e suppon sull or
adminiltration could move 10 Ihe pavilion acTl:* the IJU'fft from
Aldrich H",,"," . Our tun-enl off'C,"" a. john Brown H........ ar c both
re-molleand ineffiClO'nL Slran,,,,, comin, thl'O\l,h Ihe HOUle10
Cet to our buain~ offien pale one of the ,real su ains on our con
IlOl of oecwity.

We loolr; lorwar d. 100. to Ih e rn ulu of OU r thorOll,h and ima gi·
native LonC Raen, e P lanning Comm ilt H. Their pen!>"'tive can do
a 101 10 give lIiI a balanced program. Pan of their wor" sh ortly will
be lO focllil on Ihe problems of tramped quarte ... a l OIlr library .

In aurnJnary Ih en . we ..... Ih e challcn gCllhcad ill ( I) gttting
our finane" 10 IIHp pace wilh OIlr programs and lruslH obli , a·
tiona to peeeerve our ooll«tiona. (2) , ellln , a balanced daY'I~y

IJl&If conu-ol.ov er the pol icy impl ementation oIU'1J1'teS' dcciliona,
(3) ,e'ttin" ruler an ention within th e c:ommunlly 10.." our re
IOW'C. and relpOlld to thlP'llC oHCk of oun which ar c lNiy the.....
~

W,thoul your pa llcnce and suppon.~"'. and W>lhoul lhe
leaderWli p 01UUa creat C-UI 01trultHll;and ccmmlltcc membcn,
our ach.icvem enu -.:Ju1d flClt be ~b1.e We haY, come a lon,
wa r..;th your help and the help of oUl"" who you \2Il reac h for
.... we are Coin, to make it aUwork.

ALB£RTT. KLYBERG

Annual Repon on the Education Ckpanmem

Thia month marb allnlt in the poIItJOn 01. the education .wpan
mmt in th e ItniCtIIre oIlhe Soricty. For the las! filtHfl mon lha
we have work"'- WIth Ann l.eVequ.t in th e mw.cum dcpanmmt.
conducunllhe procr..... reponed on h",e. II halobeen a fruitful
Ind happy pannerihip. and Ih e aeparation 01 the education depart
mmt ia by no me&nl a divon;e , Ralh",. we are IooIrinC forw-anI to
wor ..in t wilh ""'ry Socie-tydep.an:men t - m~ library. publi
cation&. membenhip - in the 101m, way. Whi le pro£T&mrltin,lt
lhe new M........", 01 R hode Illand H ;'IOI')' al Aldrich HOUle wi.II
conswn e alar l e pan of our time Ih ;' year , we ar c a110 Ioolrin,lor
ward to acrving the r,""t of the Soci ety .

T he education departmenl torlIista of Laura Roberta, curator
for cd L>Cation. and SUI&nEdelman. head lOW' cuide and edL>Cation
aaaistanL Our work . how...."" would be im~ble withoul th e for
ty- IWO voIunlee ... who have WOl'IIed with 11I1h.. yur nalfinC th e
John Brown Houo.e. They've been the pub!ic face 01 th, Socie-ty ..
they conducted toun 01. Ihe hOUle for achool. childr m and oenioor
euee...... lami li'"" and louriau. Thil; year we have more h.i,h IChooi
and oollece swde-n1S worlUn, with \& SIUdcnIll from Brown Uni
verUty. Providence Coile ce. Rhode bland ColIeCe. Rhode IaIand
Juruor ColIece. Racer WilliamI ColIe ce. and the Rhode IaIand
School of DeaiCn h.1ve been amon, OW' voIunleen, .. ."O.. hi,h
achool. stOOenlS from SL Mary' l Acadamy·Ba";-,lhe Kern Hill
School and SL Durwan'1 Oay School.

To train theo.e new houo.e tour (IIides. we have reviaed the
(Uldeboolo prcpar"'- by Marne RcynoIdI ...."'a1 yean a,o. The
new eui deboolr. and a su pplem m t lor school tour cwd- he lp.QUl'
voIunleen lcam lboo.lllhe john Brown HOUle. Alao.the trainin,
oounc for voluntcen. offered sill tim" thia year. hu been refined
inlO lour l«tur n su pplem enlcd by outaide readin, .

This year the Sotitt y wu offer ed the opportunity to pllI'ticipa te
in I nalion a.l pilot. pro,ram on vohmlC erWn in tullural inltit u
lions, As a rClUII of a National E ndowm,nl for Ihe H umanities
I ra ni ro Ih e Nn ional Cenler for Volunury Action, W. citie- ar e
acrYln, as sil n for Ihe 1"lin, of new Itrlleclft for involvinr a
lar , er portion of Ih e com muniI)' in mUW'lUTl&, libcarica, and h.iatorio
ca llOcietiiP'll. Wit h Ihe ProvMlelKe Vo!UnlHn in Action....-vine"
local roonIina lor . we I n workin, with the Bl.Kk Hmuc e Society
and Ihe Ch ildrell's MUICUm to attract new typeI 01 volla/ItHn to
our inatirutioN.. WNew F aCIO. in Pu blic P l.Kftw will uy to involve
r«m tly reti red peopl e. and tnc.c facin C rctiremelll." _ell u pee
plelivin, OIllllide of Provodcno:e and PawtIXII"" in our __k. We
hope thai OW' expeneeee. coupl ed with the -..orI< bene done in five
OIh", citica, will oIfer other cullW'a1 instirutiona 10m, ClAdclinea
for the effccrive invol vemenl of Ih cu communiti_

In the .....c of 1971. th e lounh gnde tour procram. lonncrly
COfIdlXt cd by Providence PrClCro'ation SocW1y voIuntHn, Will

l umtd oYer to lhe Hislori ca l SociC!}'."';1h Suaan Edelman actinc
.. coontina lor. 8«a.." bot h volunl ll'Cl' chai rmen moved OUI 01
sUIe wilhin lWO monl hs of each otber. Ih ;'lhi!tinc of rcsp::wlaibil·
ity ..... med Ihe on ly wa y 10 ;naur e Ihe continuation of Ih e pecgrem.
And with the help and sopport of th e Colonial Darn" and Mar , l 
ret T hibidea u of the Providence School Dep.an:m enl. we have ece
tinued 10 provide 10IIn for 1.000 Providenn school childr en. Thia
is a !ar , e pro,ram and OW' len IChooitOW' euid,"" ha ve .........ed
va')' hard Ihia year. Ideally. we wou.Id lille to have e1lOU,h ruidcI
to offer loun of Ihe Slephen HopI<inI and john Brown HOUIClI to
founh , raden oulllide 01 Providence.

In ~tion. 108ll:udelllS al aU levels tQUl'ed the john Brown
H~ thia year for a total ofl.J08 lChooi viaite:Jn, Other 1(t"OUp.
brouCht SIS viailOl"land there wer e l.O97 individual viait:&. We esti
mate th at 1.37Speopl, vi_ "'- the houoe durinC apl'cia.I cvenll, re
n ptiona. and mcetin,l- Total viaitation to the jonn Brooo-n HOUle.
Ihen. was S,.S')S.

We have mIlde aluniled number 01 viailS toc............ 1hia
year . We cannot off", UUa .......nee to schools 00 . rel(\llar basi&. bur
Ihe lew vililll we have made will he lp ..~lop a lormaIachooi
viai lin , procrarn . In cell" ai. we beh....e it iI far more inatNct:ive
for a cia. to com, 10 Ihe Hi slorical Society;. a viIol by a Raff mem
ber or volun tll'Cl' 10 a cla. room ia I poor aut:.tilute. BUI for thole
c1i11M'1 thai Unnol come 10 Providence. or ill a pre-viai l or follaw
up KUion, Ihi. acmce shOllld, in the future. be part of our educa·
tionalacrvicCi.
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Ani.... affiliJ,tion with the Rhode laland SocialStWies AaIoci
aOon baa Iwm achi ....ed thia y..... be(innini: with a pntly 1JPOIl
-.dwwkahopon Local Hiatory in th.C~ Iut February.
Tbit fall, LauraRoberta w.. appointed to th e E ucutiv. Board of
the RI SSA and more coopentiv.~ are planned. Laura c0n

ducted~ on teacbinc mot. and Ioc.aI hiatory at a.ioUtl
meoetine of RJSSA and the N ..... Eael&nd Hiatory Teach.... A-o
a.tion in Septembel" and at the Naticnal Education "-xi.ation in
Rhodot1aIand', Teacb....· tnmtut. in 0ct0biIt". Thew fonnal con
ucta with leach..s. .. wen .. infonnal m..unp with reac hen
who are currently oIferine Rhode 1aIand hiatory rounea.. MV'
bem invalubl... w. plan our procramminc and....-ricea. Re
IIpCIQd:inc to the auCC.oon. Qicited from teacb..s. an educator',
......J.mer _ M"*ory Updat.M_ will bIIinaU(urlled thiI yur,
W. hope that thia will bIIa fonam lor aharine fftOIlR:ltS, teachine
... and poobIlmII.

Th. intemahip procram 01the Sooriety ... f'IIduc-IId aharpIy
tm..-mer whiI. th. Raff dI-foIed i_If to plannine th. finI .a
kibt lor ttl. M-.m 01 RhodII1aIand Hiatory. T"'O int..... weee
pIao;ed al th lt South County MIIM'WJI under th. joint~ of
AI Ktybitre and WIlliarrl Meu. Th. inlltl'n procram will r....
thia~, with twmty full tim. or part-time intem.hipa avail
aIlH lor coIlite• ...wn1lL Althoueh we are unabl . 1:0off... .ttJ'lt'll'da
to-..ditnm, _ be~ that IhmII who can __ with III. int .....
on a "'llluntltoet' bMia Cain n1ubl. prxtic.aInpnienC'll in eunltorio
aLllducationallibrary. an:hinL editorial and adminiRrati...e _
_ rnmenq,. AJ.l. of C'OUI'M . their COI"ltribution of tim. mables 11I10
o;olmplftlt additicnal pro~o..inC the .....unIt" month-.

Ourconornitnwnt 1:0..NIt ~tionbaa COI"ltinued un.Iba ted
thia year . Itp1_ mit that wh.illt m..-um educaton are bllcin
niDI 10m.e- Mlileble lumin,- - th lt topic 01 Educaun Day
at the Annual Mltftin e of the Amlrian "-xi.ation of Muaewna
and th.lUbject ofa n.... 1OItrieII of national M'IJIinan- I QJI in tum
report on our 142nd lenure lIIl"ia and our Fourth Annual Forum
GIl. Rhode bland. Hiacory.
~ by GI«m LaFanlMie and Paul Campbitll, Sydnlt)'

Jam-, Paul Deudan. and Antain«l, Doominl w.... h. 1dthia
r-,with :170 poopleanendinl_ PTof_ J- and 101.... Dawn
int:....,.e indu,n;d .. F,lIoon of the Society. a ACOenition of thlrir
__pluy K holuIJIip in Rhodl t.land tu.Iory. Th. Forum, 'Cain
~.:Iwith th, ProridIrKe Pr-rvation Society. «lnCltl'ned
the Gilded Acl from 1&60 10 11190. Sut:.:ripcionl 8UJ1lUloeC1 all pre
'riouI tataiI, with 101~ne and 61 moenine IIIl"i Itl ticll_1O!d.
With linCk Wltl, total Forwn . n lndance ... <Wft 200. Sprin g
and llI.Il~"'I'" off",1d in wall ~encillinl. chair anini:,
g.neaM>o. r1I&h lilt w. ....ing. Chin_ e.port p::>Kllain, Oriental
NC' and N_ En e land arc hitectwe. AJ.l. w. C01pOnI<X"ed, with
the RISD M.-wn 01 Art. . COLInIt in f..him tallght by Elnnor
F.y_Nth",. In 1971. III~le tool< OW' COW'Ift.

Sulan and Laur. ~llI1horedan .rticle on th .landlcape paint
inll eahibiled Iut wime r foe th e pt'(llram ollh. Junior Le. gue
an tiqllitl ahow. With Sally EcI..... rda, on. 01our voIuntee.... SllUn
r_ arc hed Victorian Chriltmu tr ees an d coord ina led the produc
tion 01 omam. nta an d the tri mminl of I trti! in the Zach.riah Al
len Room. Laura prewnled a brief IUmmuy of the Forum
pt'(l(l'"1m In a rou.nd table on adull edllf;lltion al th e New England
MIIII'IIIn A.ocia tion an nual meeti ng in Newport lui 0ct0beT. Su
loan an. nded th.t conference... ....ell .. 1 worluhop 011 ••hibition
plannini: and prod~ in April I! th e Peabody MUIeUJtI in Sa
lem.. Ma-..chUlolttl.

Th. yur hu Iwm on . 01 great activity for th . lUff an d voIun
teen 01 the edllClltionditpartment. Wit M Yit bIIen Ibl. 1:0••pand
OW' prolRffil. ....hil. COI"ltinuinl the prolrammine of OW' predecea
..... We hav e enjoyed worlting c1c.ely with th e Pr......... tion Soci
ety and the MUIIt'Ilffi of Art. and IoolI forward to mace cooperative
provanunine in the fulure. The openinC 01th e 101..-.= of Rhode
IaIand Hillory will attr'aCt lrlCln ....ton, erpecially IChooI chilo
c1ren.to th e Society. and ..... k><X forward to o......loping proeratnI
for thil eapmded audience.

LA URA B. ROBERTS

AnnuaJReport of the Librarian
In previoID yean. the Librlrian hu had the advantage of present
inC the annual rep:ll"llt thllibr.ry ....her. you .....re a uptiv. :ludi·
enee , lUrTOLUIded by boolu and other library marerial&. N you ... t

in the rudine room you could IooIl around and imagine Ih.:ICti
vila delCribed in the annual r.p:.wt. Thil y.u ..... are in the gr:l·
ao... IUrTOI.llldinpof Alclrich Houae with nary. boolIl:o bit seen ,
Rath", than carryine all the boolIl oYer here . J am bringlng the Ii
brary 10you through l1id....

In my report lut yeu, I fOCUIed 011 three prc«'IIeI for han
dline information -.,;quirine malerial&, oeg.niring them for UIoI,

and pr'O'I'tding information. Thia y.... , I would Iik. to eap:ond CII'I

that theme andlhow- you the people bithind the proc_ - the 1j-.
brvy_ff.

The peoce. "e call acquisitionl-..a.lly bIIgm. in my office. I
order r- and out of print iteml - budget penn;nini: - and 00&
it giEu.. W. pw"ChaMd 120 prinled itltmllut y.... ancl p:lt.fulIy re
c-ei"ed 398 gilta. AJ. gift. and pwdw.... are rec'lived. thlt)':II"lt
lCCeaIioned -lilted in our ICCItIaion boolI and donor fil • . W.......d
I letter of ac~ledgement to each donor . DoriI Sher. th.librar
ian 'l MCt'1t&I1". handln acc..ionine.

From IrI)' ofm!hll materiaL &rpmding on type. e<lel to OW'

teehnKal ........... gnphicl. oe manwcriptl ditpartmenq,. Sally
Grucan. our lechniUl ......nce. bbnrian oe cataloger. joined thlt
moff in Seplember replacine T...... Kimball who I." in July. Sally
hM bem reCJl"ganU:ing Ill. lechnial MO'icn d.epan:ment. tryine 10
make r-ly acquired materia1l mac.ICCeIIib!e.

M", sany hM cataloged each boolI and (i-n it IILibruy of
Conrr-call numbel", Pany Albnlht typeI th . cataloe carda. Plt
ty bIIgan -moe with III in October. She ia I librarian and aI8ll
aarrenUy alfaduatit ItUdent in Brown Uni'werwity'. American
cmlization pl"O(tart\. The.nd rltlUlt of the technical....-...icn pro
c_ it entine the materi&l on th.Ih.lvs and makinl it .Vlilabl.
1:0IlHR. Georgeanne Lima handla th. part of the proce..

OurcataJocing effcrllhia y.... w. bolIIered by 10m. addition
111 help. A COI"ltinung Comprehmsi". Emplgym.nt and Trainini:
Act (CETA) eranl from the City 01Providenc. paid salaria foe
Florenc. Manni and Bellada Tlyloc thl"Ollgh June. 101;' T.ylor
IU~with ... until Octobn-, when budeeury reatralnll forced III
10reduce h", fun time ~tion .. cl",lI-typilt 10hal l tim• . P i ny
Albril h l replac ed her o.t I hllll time buia.

B.t-Hn Jll1yand September wlt ....ere fonunate in h.vinl OW'

form er librarian, Nancy P.ace.....lIlual. our cawalini: practicltl
and update OW' Iibrlt)' cataloling manual. Shit evltn h:ld tim. 10
cataloe I f,..,., book-.

Amonl our voIunleen in c. ta loging were one profellionalli
brlrian an d twO Iibrarianl in tra-ininl. Kay K. Moor., retired h••d
catalog'" II Brown, continlled hil prodi(ioul c.tI1oglng r.te on
OW' e enealolin. H. h.. now recataloged 1111 family namn
th l"Ollgh Ih.l",. r C. At the OIh.. end ol tbe alphabet. Lucille
Rou. a plduat. library IChoolllud.nt.t Ih. UniVenity of Rhod e
l l1and, com pl.ted recatala lin l l en•• login from T through Z.
Thallu "ltI ... only 16 mor.letten/ Anoth. r graduate libr.ry
IChoolllud.nt. Judilh p..eer from SimmOOl Colleg.,:olao helped
in th . clltalolinl dltpartm .nt.

Our twO curatOl"l_ He len K. hahian in Iraphica and Nathaniltl
Shipton in manUlCTipuo _ Ihar. with m. the I'ftJ:qllihility af iIC'

quirin l and acclllionini m.reriab lor th .ir departi'lle nll. Of the
many acquiaitionl in Ir.phicalaat yeu wltr. photDgraphi af th e
Appona ug Print Wor n in Warwicll lind of Loew'1 Statlt Theater ,
now th e renov lted Octan Stat lt. W. alto r«eived imporunt archi
tectur.al drawing..

In addition to acquirine .nd .cclllionini: mallria!a, 00th CUrl·
IOn aiIo handle oeeaniution and arranl.m.nt 01 thm colIectionI.
In her fim ~u u rnphicaror.tor, Helm bIIean reorlaniution
of many fila lind indeas.

Whill tryine 10 acquir., .CCIlllCJll. ancl Drlanu. malerilll. both
Hltlen an d N. t apenl much 01 thm tim. h.lping rewan;b........
the oallectionl. DiImandI for graphic maleriall ina.aaed <Wft SO'jl'~

1aal year.Our materiall wltn wid.ly UIed for eabiba. and in Q'Ir'"

fifty pub&ltionI. M.aureerl Taylor apendr; momine' in gnphia
helpinl Hel en keep u.p wittl th e demandl. Our Itfloru to rlOrg.
nin th e rnpbia oallecticml were ... bolIIered by . Ificient ~u
doent help- Abby Cohen lind john Golf from Brown and Debra
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Stepbm. and~_ H.rna fTom Rhode bland School of Dnign.
N in lTaphial. OUT rnanuKnpt divdioa "'u especially busy Int

yur - in fact. bul;jft" than "'elihd. u you.nu _l.aln. Like H..
len. Nat Shipton handles all thn~ of the library prot"",""

Sinn our limited bud,et permiu us 10 purchase few rnan<IKript
collKtion.. we an ,raleful for the many man <IKripu donated lu t
year by individu&la and ildtitutiona. Nit called 1978 th e "Yea r 01
th e Woman.- for amon, our (im we received recorda 01 the Wom
en', LibeT,tion Union. the American HomemaIr..... the Grand
Annyof lb e Repu blic Auxi liary. and additima to the Ptovideoce
Female CharitAble Society and Wonwt', ChriRian Temperance
Uniorto;dlectionL

Nat. like SaUy and Helen. it tryine to noreanize a t-k1oc of
156 yean whil e keepinC up with recent acquiaitiont. Man UlClipu
come to us in a variety of ~ditions. Anxwte th e Brad ford F. Swan
poIpen w.. a boI g filled ..nIh bill and pieeHof rnanUlcriptt. Wh ile
we ~not daim to have put the bitt and pieces back together, we
did complele protesting of the collection. In bet ween th e before
and after. Wft"e dlY' of r...arch, .arting. identifyine. arran gin g. b ·
beling. boxine. and typing . David WilJi.-..... a BnM'JIgraduale Itu
.s.nt. arranged th e Swan collection for \& Drew Caywn. anothft"
Brown &radWlte RUdent. arranged recorda of the Wonwt', Chria
!ian Temperance Union and the Roo-.oo Fountain Sorie1y.

We have a panieul&tly loyal (t'OUpof Y'Olunteen who help out
in manuacripu yur aher year. Theee include Dora Vauehn. lrene
Eddy. Raben Trim. 8e-vft"1yMalin and Karen Frilch.

A generout erant from the National Endowmenllor the Hu
manities hu allowed us to or,anize Iaree quantities of our buti
nest recordt. Haro ld Kem ble. our buaine. archivist. ' pen t m llth of
1978 or ganizing the ric h Blackatone Manufact uring Company r..
corda. Kate Dunnigan. who replaced Michae l Zuck erman in Febru
ary, tompleted aeveraillTl&LJer collKtiona.

N I mentioned earlier, we had one viaitor 100 many in 1978.
Durine the twnmer.lIOTt'I«Jne removed oyer tttirty-wven dotu
men", includine Ifttera from Ale~Hamilton to Jeremi.-.h Ol
ney. Fonunately IJlOIl of the documenu were T'O'COVered and "'e
hope to have them t-II 1ft the libnty lOOn.

The theh relTetfuily callM'd III to emulate other r"'aKh li
braries by implementine new wcurity me.....es inc:ludine a more
thOlVlJgh re(ian,tion qstern. J am ea Brien. our part-time wcurity
~rd. it pnmded by Ihe Mnior Communi ty Service Employmenl
Program .

The new ~urity m ea,urea have caund.ome inconveni ence 10
library UHn, eapecially 10 Iong·time m embe-e uaed to more cas>aI
times. Unfonunauly timea have changed. We no longer lean our
houtes 01"(an unIotlled. We alIlmow lIOTt'I«Jne whoM car 01 home
llu~ blarCIarized. N)"OIo aeve~ to talce greater me.....es to
pmte<:t younelvea and yow- pn-tonaI proper-ty. we ltan had 10 do
th e .....elor the property in our can &I the libnty. We are C'OTl'

tinuing to re_our new protedurea to maximize wcurity and
minimize incoovenience. Pie_let us llnow il you It.ave any
thouehu about thit.

In addi tion to our wt wekomed viaitor, ....e had many welcome
viaiton. Althouch almOilt all auff mem N " he lp nu t &I the re fer
ence deak from time to ti me, our re ference librarian, Chari"
McNeil, it nsponaible lor ruder servic_ Maureen T aylor apends
afternoorw cIown.tai" hel pin g Charlie uaisI research... and an
_leuen and 1~lephone r:alla. To hel p e eneak>gicaI researche"
_ OUI"r~ more fully, Charlie llu initiated a weekly mini
t:OUne. Charlie and Ma Ill'H1t &lao beean a hitcorit bWdine indu
to _ citaritlnt 01. information about notable Rhode Ialand build....

Stall member'llaat year continued to be active in profe.ional
OIeaniAtima and oulre.ch procrama. We cave papen and 1«
Itlres, and chaired and wrved on commiueea and ea eceu ve board&.

We han tried to I hare our profestional knowl edge and ideaa
with ot h er libra riea and hiatori cal lOCietin by pnmding comulting
wrvita. Nat Sh ipt on. Sally Grucan. and 1 viaited aeveral librariea
to adviM on car e an d oreaniution of rnanUKripu. and prinled ma
,,",,

With Be........Univ ersty'. }obn Hay Library ......hoIted a conaer·
_ t>on Rminar oonducted by ..U of the N_ England Dotwnent
c:or---t>on Center. The library dOled thnoe dlya in Noy ember to
aIkJw &taft to attend the Rminar. While we learned lIOTt'Ie buic: in
ho::uoe tec:tuUcr- lor conMTY&t>onand repair, we &lao realiJed

more dearly the oyerwhelming pn>blftl"l& 01 conae.-v&lion lor a
Jaree collection IUChaa~ The a.t of repairing dotvmenta is
high. The.tor- of a valuable Simeon Thayer journalaJ.o donated
the $ 216 needed to res tor e it. but we ha ve many other manuacripu.
an d graphica. and h undre<b of boolu. that .-..quire expe rt con aerva·
tion attention. Even in· houae progra~ for m inor re pain requir e
an inv_ment in IlIppi in and equipmenl, and eapeci&lly auff time

Conaervation ila problem that the H islOric&l Society mUlt face
in the yea" 10 t;ome . Man y of our valuable libnty ma teriala are lit ·
eraJIy dtlinteeratine on the abelvea; we mllll find money and
means to seve them before the information they contain diaa~

peanlor_er.
My annual report would not be compl"'e if I did not remind you

of th e nit>cal spate Ihoruge at the library. The lJUKe problem llu
not le.ened nor will it: our .tacll areU grow incr easi ngly a-owded.
We ar e ellpenin g confirmation thortly for a erant lrom the City of
P rovidence providin g lundt to hire a library con,u1tant to evalu,ue
our futll re apac e require me nu. Nu t year I hope 10 upan mor e
pamtive movement toward aolving the tpace problem .

I rontluded last year', repan with an irnpreaai.on - an irnprea
Ilionthat thote who used the library _lIy found what they nH<!
ed. 1derided Ilhould prove my impreuion Wlth acme hard data.
Since Iibrariana love questionnaires, we diatributed a Ample q..-.
tionn&ire to OW' Iibnty lIMn 101 one month. Of thote who r..
sponded, 8S~ indicated that the IUlff ..... a1"',Y' helpfW. Another
12% found the atafl-..ally helpful No on e answered lIOTt'Ietimes
or never . MOlt lTati{yute lor III. 78% IllU&J1y lound ...hat they
needed. while another 12% alwaY' did - a tot.aIof 90% . I can't
th ink of a more poaitive not e on which 10 concl ude.

NANCY F . CHUD ACOFF

Annual R eport on the
Museum Staff and Aetjviti~

Before I begin my report of museum ,uff activities in 1978 1 ho pe
you will indvlge me for just a moment wh ile 1 brag a bit. One of
my very fiMitdutiea when Illaned .. ewator of the Society on e
year ago in Mptember wu to hire an aaaiaum ewator for edlaCa--
lion. AI Klyberg and 1 ru d th roug h many rKlimea and inter
viewed .evet'a1 fine applicanu. Then during the laat week of
interviews ...hen th~ final .election w.. to be made AI waa called
out of town wte~edIyand left the choic:e wholJy in my lands
La vra Roberu had IitITM tOUCh competition. but 1 waa certain that
it Wat Laura I Wanted. and when she acc:epted t 1m.. the would do
a eood job. I think it it proof of my "gacity. but per ha pa mer ely 01
my good h>("II, that La ur a it here todIy II a fvll ewator and head
of her own de partment . H er ener(y. integri ty ••harp wit&, wisdom
an d ini tiat ive have im preued us all. Congra tulation.. La ura, on a
fine job. and tha nk you for all t he he lp, advic e and cooperation you
have (iven me here in our fin t year together.

People often'" me jutt wlt.at it it thai a turator ck>ea, an d that
it a hard queation to anl"'er because it it apt to vary~ one inati
tution to another depmdine on .ue. and from one tura!OI to an
other doependine acmewhat on indiY\dual intereau and talent&. In
e enen.! a turator', dutift are IUCCnted by what a muteWO it. A
muaewn it lIIU&1Iy acc:epted .. brine an inRitlition thai _ a c0l
lection, eapanda it. C&TeIIor it an d &howl it off to the public:. Moat
turaton, how""er. want to do more than JIIIt &howof l their coIIec
lion-. T hey wan t to t each about them. The 'MOrd our profeaaion
...... to d...mbe this activity it interpretation. and in doing thit cu 
raton work clotely with th e edu cation departmenl.lnurpretation
usua lly inVQlv" doing r...an:h. wri ting and puttinC on informa..
tivenhibi tiorta (and 1 have purpoKly underIax-ed the word-in
formative,.

M.-..m..ff anivitift thill year haYe aKlDm~ aImoat all
the joba that turatOR lIIU&ily do. The fin! prilrity of m\lMWtt
staffs it th e can of the coIIect:ic:nI already in th eir ~lII'tlO .. 1or
these ob;ec:u ar e the leeK)' of emeratioona yet tD<:ome.1n the real
WOI'Id, how""et'. colIect:ic:nlacmetimet...u...pr_ mount to
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attract public attentiOfl..-d dolb.B with ntravalan'eIlhibnions
and oth~. Il&mboyant funcHm.;nlt aetlonti" We hav~.1 think.
maintained our commitment to p<"fKr\I~.~~ and stor~ 0\Il"

collectioN acrootinl to the hilh"t profnlion.ll standard!.. Thi.
ylt....... th,. inR..a1I:atian of air cond,tioninl in Ihe ~nung star
.C,. ..,... which will h,.lp to~th~ y""! hot lWnmer umper.
NT" lhat can d:am:ag,. ........ of an. Th.. ",,1I be of bruit avail.
howltVft . unlna _ can contral. Ihe h,.at ,n Ih~ Wlntft' and r~l.tiYe

humidity thraultboutth,. y,... in th~ starace and exhibition are..
in th~ john Brown HOUM. I speak for the mUKUJl\ cornm,tt~ .nd
the entin .....1f in eIlp<"eMinC th~ UJCent nm for~ ctiman
controla in the~'. bui1dmCL I Can ann<IWKe with p1,...un
that the inmasion and fire.1atm systltm a1.~ady in.t.al11Od in Al·
drich HOUM i. an ~"c ltllent on~ and ,hat lh,. syst,.ms at}ol'tn
BrownH~ arlt being updaU'd 10 malch ,t

In the put. our ~dfrabl~ tnule and cwtum~ collection hu
bftn .torlOd (carefully ....,.apped in acid·fr~ pilpltn and hWlI on
conon-paddlOd hang~B) in inaccKloibl~ cubbyholes and ac:atte.1Od
comen throulhout the john Brown HOUR _ in cudboard bolt~

in cloMt.a. under anic eYK and even in an Wluaed bathroom. Now a
«-tum,. I lorale and study area il being p.~parlOd at Aldrich
House 100 th.1 all of our rexere mat~rial may be brought toge ther
and .torlOd in l uch a way as to mak,. it readily available We would
hke ,0 m ak e every ltorage .rea a I tud y lpilC~ ea l ily .ccessible to
student&.rolleeton or ICholaB, and to visiton ...·ilh special inter
est&. Wh ile il is nO!: pcuibl~ 10 put eY~ry object on di.play. an ob
j«1 in storall:~ Ihould not mean it is forbiddlOn 10 the public or Ic"n
from IiCht lor deeadlt'$. We hOJ>'" th.. the study...torall:~ ana lor
tutil" and cc.lumes will be an ~lIIOtTIplar for fUlure storage ar
rancem,.nts..

To improv~ th,. vW:bihly of Ihe protelain .nd pottery collec
tion. a major rKlfll:aniultion tool< place lUI Wlnl,.. , During. h.r
rowinc thrH-day per10d ill of the Chinlrle eIlport pon:~lainS1orlOd
IfI the pantry at john Brown Ho..e .... r"""",~and st.llc"lOd on
Ihe CaJIeT)' Ronr.The .eclstrar, Tom Brennan. noclOd lor hIS eIlcru
ti.ltinCly c:aTelul.ttention to Ihe I«UI"iI)' and e••~fu1 handling of
m.-wnob~ nood guard "a!chinC .. pee" of poI'Celain """e
movlOdinto and out 01 o:tnr.g,. baliit'$. All of th,. eur.torill.nd 1Odu
cauon ...1f tu.ulOd out 10 h.lp .......ullihe tIiIplay in th~ pilntry
Man y duplicatn p<"evKlusIy l'lorlOd the'~ in the g~J<:,.,.d
sh el"es . ,.,.e pul a••y in ord,.,. to ma"e room 10at..-.t I,...t one
eumpl~ of ltV""! type of pcnt~ry .nd pnrc,.lain in th,. SociIOty'acol
lection.

At p<"lrIenl. n......obje<:t indn in Ihe form of a card file, ..miIi.r
to a ...bjK1 indn to boob in a library, is t..ing tfeallOd for th~ col
10'Cti0ns. Our prnenl M au bjK1 Mindn is dnignlOd for ...,. by decora
tive-ani IChol.n and rollecton. It hataobjectl in th~ broad
tr.d,tiona.l enagOOfl oIlilv,.,., pewt,.,. . fumitu.,., plUnting:and the
like. The n......indn. which "";11be in addition 10 the old, is baK<l
on .... eeenl1y publilhlOd syslem 01 nomencl.ture de YelOJ""'d by Rob
ert G . Ch ,.nhall of the S,rong M...,.um; it il npecially dnignlOd for
...,. with hil tory museum ceuecncee. It williiat objeeta by funct ion
.1 ca ,,.gory luch ... "Tools and Equipment." '·Communic.tion
Art ilacta : ' " Person.l Artif. ct l " (w her e our c..tumK will be
found) and " Househo ld AccflllOri es" (whe r,. many 01 ou r tntH"
wi ll t..li'IIOd). T his Iystem will be u~ful lo hiltorians .nd pcoopl,.
pr eparing eJlhibill of a non-an na tu re, It i, hOJ""'d th~ Chenh.U
,yst,.m wi ll provide a common l.nguag,.lor museum rolleetions
throughoot th e country .nd will m.ke it potaible for a n.tional
computerizlOd inlorm.tion ban" of mUKUJl\ collectionl 10 become a
nalit}',

Al though th~m~ r,.malna Wllhout ...n a.quis.ilion. budgft.
th ,. coIlectiont continue to crow .. pItOpi,. d"po.l l then p<"ecious
lam.iy m~mor.bilia with .... A h<>me-ma.d,. canridg~ caw IlIf'd by
Rhod~ Island Civil War voluntHl", Se1-ceant Charln Pel'icint
(..hOM Iftten are in our library): ...delichllul collection of bonnell
from th e 1190&; . beautifully conatr\lt1ed and hand-wwn Qua"er
cloa" togfth~r with. photograph of the bLat: ..·C~~ lady .ho
probt;b1y wor e it_.nthew (.nd OIhen) Um,. 10 th~ SociIOty this
ye... Of tpeciaI int,.,._ islhe Cift Ciyen by Mr. and MI'$.Br.dley
Rand.a.lI of VnTnOl'tt _ ...pair of poruaita by an un"nown artist of
Rh<:ldIO laland cO"emor William }ott" and bis .,..;f,..Jon" Ift"YIOd
th ,. ..... i e from 1111 to 1817. MB. Phil'p onn"er of N......H.mp
sh i.e acIdIOd:an importanl mm...tun port.an of C~ha G.H'n",
dauChtft' of another Rhode Islan d 10"......... William Gr H'ne. j r.

C,.lla w... born in 1762..nd from th,. appurance of th,. f.ce 10 the
portralt ..e miCht fU'""" the pamting ..... don e about the tim~ of
Ceha', marri.!i:e 10 h,.,. COUSIn ,n 1;86

The Soci"1)' and the Gorlum DiVIsion of Tutron worklOd
~.m.hand to rf'ICU~. f.ll~n angel olfft lOd to us by M,,- P.u1,ne
1..Achurch of Pompaoo BIOach. FIond:a The :angel. erectlOd by
Mrs. Achurch-.I.ther-in-la..... a m~monal to his .,..;Ic in 1904. had
been yand:alizlOd and knoc"lOd clownlrom 'II~h in Oa..land Ce
mftary. Mr . Achurch ..u one of ten children who O'lTIigr.tlOd from
EnCland tothll roulllry wnh the,r pilrenll m 16lI8 He ..as eleven
ynnold ..h~n he Went to wor" al Gorh..m.nd h. alayed on thfte
for Iiltty~iCht years. eventually becominr head oflh~ now defunct
eeclNiuticai dIOparunenl. Th,..,..n ItK.IO.t Gorh.m who fondly
.,.mlOtTlbe-r the <inigner .nd ,.nrr.yer, Wilham Achur ch ,Wh~n ..~
approat:hlOd Gorlum 10 h~lp III restore the d.maged .nd wealh,.,·
encrustlOd angel. th~ .,..dily .g.Hd to h,.lp, The work of restor.
tion .... done.t the Gorham factory and. wh.n complfl..t. il re
ynllOd many fine d,.tailt hidden by Ihe encrtlStation.

We ••,. grat,",ulto .11 th.- who think ollh~ Society as a finmg
repolitOl")' for 'uch v.ried and ptecioul objeell. ey.n Ihe mOliOt
modO'St 01 which may hay,. an impon.nIIfCretto reve.l to oom.
luture r,.,.,..rch,.r. But bIOt.USlO of I.ck of stora~e space, e.ch prof
feted gill il carefully considerlOd hy the mu~um commiltee helor.
be in g lake n into th e collection., and some giltl may ha ve to be re
luct ...ntly lumed do wn bIOt.USC' Ihere il no pl"ce to put Ih em. Thil
kind of rollecting il rather hit and mi... It lUYfllarge g.ps in the
Soci~I)'" rollections - g.P'l which are not nee~rily upenS;Ye to
lill but which rlOtTl.in bIOt.~ th e m .....um. unlike ,h.bbr.ry. has
no aquiaitiont budgft. The .taff .nd the mUSlOum eemmmee will be
wor"inc tog-flh,.r 10 soly~ th . problema 01 IimitO'dstor.g••nd ac
quisition funm.1oO th.t con,rolllOd collecting. whIch will be neees-
...ry 10 IUpport OUr ""pilndlOd ,."hibition procram. will noc be
brouCh'lo a .andstill.

Curaton. . her they h.ye don,. ..h.t Ihey un to P<"~" and
add 10 the.. collection.. ofIen go on to iO*UlI ,."h,bitionL but
IoOmwmes they are intnTUpted In the... tas'" by un~Jlpected.nd

un........u ltVents.. ~t wmm... IUCh.n ,.y.... t ... the filming of.
movie for public television al the jonn Brown Houae. The cur.tori
aI and buiJ<linc. and gl"t>lU>d. ,uff tpo"flt a ..~.. pr"pilring the
house for th,. hoilrds of electricians. c.m,.,.amen. _ndm,.n, diree-
101"1.d.~ teehnicia.nl nd acton ..ho ........Id occupy th,. prem-
ian fOl" .Imon three wee Rug, .....e roIllOd up. sm.lI ob)f<U.nd
pilimingl put .way .nd th~ rnoft fr.gil~ p1een put in .Ior.r., It.
litt of ruin w.. p<"eparedfor th. mcoming movie cre .., ..ho "~,e

instfUCtlOd tb.at thil hOUl4': w.. not. home but a m......m.nd tlu,
ltVerything in il was preeiouLI••gll,. and not to be touchlOd,
T hrou l hou t th. filming, mUM'Um objKta ..,.re moylOdby m ......um
staff m emhenonly. We g.ye a ..,.Icom,ng b«. pany for the Crew
the fiBt day th~ arri ylOd in order 10 I. bhlll friendly working re-
1... lion l .nd 10 ,iz. th .m up, Th. pany ~. SUCC0'58lul beginnmg
to our und. naking. and th e museum Italf and the movie crew
wor klOd h.rmonioolly t0li:,.th • • th .oui:h difficull hot Summer
weck , lilled with long ten and twelYe hou t d.ys. Our cur alOri.1
'taff an d I h~ bui ldini:1 .nd i:round ,taff arc to he commendlOd for
th. ir diligence, pati .nce and Mamma. and for th ,.,. ea gle-.yed ..t
t ention to delail. Wh.n the glamorou, moy,e pcoople d,.panlOd .nd
we pu t j ohn Brown H ou"" back together .lain. not one ohject had
bftn damaglOd or misplaclOd.

MOlt ollhe e n~r gi" of the mUMUm ,taff Ihll y,.ar h.ye been
pu t into rlrlearch .nd p<"ep.1lr.tion 01 the 'pnnr'l opening uhibi
tion in the Muse um 01 Rhode IsI. nd H .l tory al Aldrich HOUSoI'
N",en heleM, . n uhibition w... also ,nl... 1l1Od 10 Ihe jonn Brown
Ho..e G. U,.ry .~t Augusl "'. Iheopminr of MTh. Baltle of
Rhud,.ltl.nd," ..hich featu.1Od nine imporunt British maP'll.nt
by Ihe CllOtTlenta Library .llhe UnlY...Slty 01 M IC higan. AI Kly
t...1t IIIppl1lOd ,h,. rflu.ch.nd t,."t mat~rial for the uhlbit_ ..hich
.... paru.ally lunck<I by the R.thfUI Corporarion. Susan Ed,.lman
helped AI put it all toge1.he••nd a_t.nl cur.tor Ed Gregory .....
rnponsible for the design .nd lO....llauo... Ed. who c.n be oounled
on to produce handaom,. d.... lna..lso p<"epil'lOd a ......11 ,."h,bit
abnut th~ Socifty tlul bIOt.me piln oflh~ Prov>denc,. Public L
brary', binhday e,.l,.br ...... d,tplays. And Ihe Society rushlOdlOW
fill an embarTauing vacuum ,n the Stale House uh,bit case when
It w" p1underlOdof ita cortt~ntlllll'l WUl.ft'. Ed dIPSIlnlOd th,.lint
of ..hat .... to haye bftn a wrln of dISplays on Ih~ ltat,. houses of
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R hode II4nd. ~ellln\llgW1th the K. nt County Coun H~. The
rt'tllm 01 th e lilyer tuuu.res 10 their KCUStomed plac. "",yeral
months a fter th .1r uncerl!mon~ de~n ....e uunUted our amb;·
tiour. plans-

Betw,..,n d"" emng and installing nh,bnions, Ed h....~.n s....
JH'rvi lling Ih. rnlOYiIlt ion s at Aldrich H~ tha. ar e no w jus r about
rompleted, T h..... 0/ us who bav e been wor kin g in th. hOUH dur
ing rhe lu t year view Ih••nd 0 / .h. work wit h immen se plea sur• .
H.aving 0010 . 10 work ea ch morninK to lac. some n.w ot-ud. in
the h.alls, such as pil... 01 lumber or coils of .IKrric cahl. oy er
which to climb. haVIng wor k..! t hrou gh the Tack.t 01 hammumg.
lICree<:h;ng table sa~ and .Iectric sanden. having been wil hour
elKtricity. havinC tended the lel ephon... fOl" the carpenlO'n, the
plumbers. the eleorioamo and Ihe pl....,eren; having br.athed rhe
paml fumes.and n;lhtly toru.hed Ihe plUler dusl from OUrcloches
_ haVIng rome thl'e-Jgh all of Ih,s w. now go about W1 lh blC cnns
on our 10K... enJOYIng rhe soh urpelllIg. Ih . frn.hly ~\lIU'd.and

~pe...d wlllll.. the buuliluJ deosIgnof th e rec .ptlon room and ~ll·

room and even t he jazzy ~throorns thai Ed h.... provided \IS, Wirh
th e work moally done. we bid coodbye to Ed Gr egory. who will be
puning his arch;'ecIur.a1 .and d...,gn skills to use as h. gon into
huIliness for himself.

HaYm g been .... /ortuna' . w1lh u ura I have tri ed my han d
a gain in seek ing OU I a new a"""", ;a'. curator. I beli.ye thaI I hav e
don e as well as belor . by bring in ll: to th e Society Rohe rt P , Emlen.
wh o com ... to us lrom t h. Boo,on Mll"",um of Fin. Art s wh.r . h.
was working on a lperial project m lhe American Deceeauve Aru
D-ep;a n me nt Rob hu.an MA In Am erK.an Cultur.al H,"tory from
Ihe Un,yeRlly of Vermont and lrom his eXpt'nenu work.ng In

.....er.al museuml(,nclud,ng Ih. Sh elburne M~o.un ) he has builr
up a fine knowledll:. of Amenca.n derour;ye arts, "penally IIlm'·
1\". He not only~I" and IKIUr" ahoullurnllure. but build. and
rntOl"" il as well He haf, a -.enonal ~ard which com.. ,n the
W1nrel" and ron.n the summ..... and h. k,..,ps us all in good s.pirin
wilh hilow him oical wnw al humor We welcome Rob and h,s wife
Ju lt..... a nU".,. IO PKlYldence and ....sh Ih.m well m th eir n,....ad
yenrur• .

T houg h il may ""em th at th . m any actiy;, i" 1haye dncnbed
would ha ye occ up ied "'s lull tim•. Ihe fact is that th e hulk o f the
m useum Stafr. lim e a nd en. rg in have bee n devoted t his yur to
t he pt' rparat ion of Ih. Opt'n,nll n h,hlt for rh. Muse um of Rhode
1. land H ill ory , Som. \10 pall" 0 1 grant proposal. haye bee n writ·
Un 10 the Nat ion al Endowm.nt for Ih. Huma nlU... lor lundmc of
t he exhibition..... hlCh wor ks out to about 5673a page On. t.an
h.ardly begrudle tbe .ed1OU5 houn benl oYer the ' ypewT!' er wh.n
IlKh a ra te of re lurn is Ihe rnult Ooc:e the uhibilion was funded.
however. the real work _ which iIoou. fun - bell:an, The lundI.al
low ed us to bong In flOe consultant. to work wit h us in Ihe prep-
aration and r .arch for th. e"h,bot And we ar e m\ICh ,nd ebt ed 10
Dr Richard Ral ,QW1u. formerly dlfector of ed ucatlon .at Old
S ru.rbridge Villa lle. who h.lped us lormulau OUranginal plan. lor
an exhibit ion abou t the land of Rhode b land and how Ihe peo ple
who liyed h... ha ve w.ed ir. chanlled n.and built upo n n, creatinll
Ihe Rhode b land "'. kn ow today , We o",e mort t han w~ can .x-
pr to Nancy Gr.y <Alerud. OUr r~sea.rc h consultan t. ",h()l;f b"t ·
tom l w. lI of knowledge about th,. "lat • . mddillllahle ~ n~rll '''''

and cr eatiye ral.nt . have shaped thIS exhibit , And we want to
l ha nk Anne Sh.lander. our ",mme' ,ntern from Ihe CO"f><'rsIOWn
Graduate MuK\Im T raining Pro gra m . and Ihe.wo Im e Brow n stu
dents Abby Conen ;lnd Colett e Hyman who did so much of Ihe ha
llie r.......arc h Ilnd fOOl wor k to bring Ih . n hibit togeth.... Our Ilran l
has ena bled us 10 brinc 01"1 to Ihe "aff M_ Candac. Heald a. cu r.a
tOri.Il assislant for th e ex hibition. Her Itrm hand k,..,~ US on
lIChed uJ. and all of our m;oreri.J,1 we ll d....ed, and h.... cr eanve
'ma gtnauon 1'1.. don e much 10 no Ihia ex hibo.,

t.-r 1~toy t he pleasanl t . 0 1 ;lnticip;ati«> 1 hope you ar e
all becinn,nc to IHI by d..d ....nc "'" m\loth abou t "T he Lay of , h.
Land, ~ I aIlall d.....nbe" no funher . but in"'t. you all to the M......
urn 01 R hode IaJ..ond H ,. tory al Ald n ch Houu 10 VI .W and enJOY it
for younelY", whe n it opt' ns 10 the ren.ral m.mbe... hip on May
zo

ANN LeVEQUE

Presentation to Margu~rit~ Appl~ton

We would li ke 10 conclud e our 151th annllol.! mH'tl nl: by reeoc-niz ·
inc and paying tn but . to""e of our m embers who ronuihuted
widely to the un de ... unding o f Rhode Ithn<l hmory - Dr. M....•
guerite Appleton. Dr . Appl non haa bHn writing.nd lecturing
aboul Rhod. loJand for lhe lu, lorty yea.... Amonl her many arti 
d .. a nd pub!intion l i. h• • lal..t work brou gh l fanh under our u
g;s _ Rhod.. rsJand Port,ai~_ biog raphic.al.k.tehn 01 ROKel"
Will;am ... St .phen Hopkin... John Howland, and Ehube.h Buffum
C hac e The work was made~ble by a grant lrom t he Nauon.ai
Society of Colonial Dames; Dr. App llt'lon enjoyed the diatinctian of
be in g rh..... national P'"nidetlt lOme yean ag o.

One al lh e «Immon .hem.. Ih..t eonnens t he liy..of the four
,"dlY,duals depicted in Dr Appllt'I""·. Il udy is th at of unwlfish gi"..
tnC to ben.fir the «Immun ity of RhocH bland.: a _ of abbC'"
110001 .0 rontnbute to Ih. g.........&1 commonw. al t h. Th:ot th ...r
rontnhutions were wonhy .. tnti fied to by the end"';nc.nd flour.
iallinC of our .ta'e. OUr libertin., our public eduution. Vtd our m.u
ru tionalized «Impassion lor thm.f I... fonun.ot e rhan w.

Dr . Applelon has bHn simi l.arly genrroua and chHrlul in all....•
,n g her ta l..n.. w1fh us an d generatlona 01audiencn who lellnled
abour Rhod . b land t hrou gh her transmitting 0 1our people'. hist~

'Y, We are d.hgh,ed to be her publi.her; we ....e privileg ed to have
her as on e of ou r comp;any

AL BERT T KLY BERG

Officers and Committee M embfors
erected at t he 157th Annual :\If'fl ing to serv e
until th e Annual Mf'fl ing in 1980

Dennis E . Stark , pr ....,dem
Robert J- McKenna. VIce p,~id..m
Roben B, Lynch . vic~ pr~sid~nt

Richard F. Sta ples. sK,.. tary
Rachel Cun ha . ,fMislanl S<"C"ur,fry
Karl F , Eric....,. Ir ' er
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Cora Lee Git>t.
Carol Ha u lund
Richard B. Harri nl lon
William G, McLool hlin
WiliiamM~

Valerie Quinney
William H. RobinlOn. Jr.
F lorenc e P. Simi'ler
Rowen a St ewan
Sr. Lesl ie Ellen Stra ub
Ell ico[l Wrigh t

LIBR ARY
David W. Dum .... ch..irm..n
Mn. jam" A Bur
Mar garel Farre ll
j ..m" F indlay
j OM'ph Fogany
Mn . Rufus C. Fullrr
Vietoriil Led ..rbeql:
Philip B. Simonda
Mra. C. Richard SleNm.an
Samu..1A. Sunl
T racy G. Thurber
Mra. Sydnf')' Wric ht

LONG RANGE PL ANNI NG AND
DEVELOPMENT
I. J....ph K~. ch.uman
\i'incem J.Buoru.nno
Mf$.Jam" N 8y..... 1II
Kar l F. Erinon
Mn.. Rot..n E Gn,m
Frank Licht
J.-phW Re.
M... Dennis J-R~ II
Mn.. Brw.. G, Sund lun
H....-y F. TinClry . Jr

MEM BE RSH IP='l~~~"1Ii.cMimun

Marev" ~cnan
I..oui:5 1- DiCar lo
Sa1Iy Edwudl
Marian Hay"
Georcina MacOonaI d
Mno.DwiCht H , Ow ....
T. lbol Ran toul
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Anhur S. RobbiN

MUSEUM
M n.. EdWU'lG Fito:h... . clwmwl
Carol Bland.
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NOffTUln HnT fthoff
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Willillm P........
BRICe Rceenooc
Fr ank O. Spinnf')'
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PUBLICATI ON S
E , Andrew Mowbray. ch..irm..n
Henry L. P. BKkwich, J r.
Francit H Chafee
P at rick T . Conley
Wendell D. G..rreet
~eben 1- GoIdowsky. M,D.
Roben Allen Gree ne
Char i" P . O' Donnell
Normiln W. Smid t

Th e Boar d of T ruaten ia ro mpow-d of the officers.
chilirmen of th e .u.ndinll: rommitteee, mem ben at
lare ", and th.. direaor .
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