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Images of Moses Brown

Nina Zannieri

In 11)81 the Rhode Island Historical Socie ty acquired a portrait 01
Moses Brown tI7\B-1 836) painted by the noted nineteenth -century
artist Martin Johnson Heade. In the port rait Brown is seated In an up
holstered Windsor chair at his wnnng table, against a stvhzcd hack 
ground (fig. I I. A search for the sou rce of this posthumous portrait
disclosed an inte resting connection bet ween this formal likeness and
several of the other known images of Brown . As more images came to

hght the re emerged a seeming contradiction between the very exis
tence of severa l portram. of Moses Brown and the traditionally held no
tion that Brown . In acco rdance with his Quaker beliefs, refused to have
his portrait paint ed .'

Further invesngaucn. however, helped to reco nc ile the cont radic
tion : it became: clea r that the few portrans made du ring Brown's life
time: were: ta ken surrepnnouslv and beca me the sou rces for those do ne
after his dea th. Even th ough man y of the m were created as copies. each
has spec ial quali t ies that are the natural result of changes in mediu m.
creative whim on the part of each different artist , or the wishes of th e
person for whom th e copy was made.

Th e earlies t known imagrcs of Moses Brown arc th ree clos ely related
wate rco lor port raits. One of these wat ercolors (fig. 2) was reccrulv dis

covered in London, at th e Library of th e Religious Socie ty of Friend s,
where it has been smce IH44 . l With the portrait is th e lett er that origi
nally accompanied it , written in 182 .3 by Brown 's daught er-in-law, Dor 
cas Brown , to Thomas Th ompson , a Quaker schular:

it was obta ined withou t his knowledge-or suspic ion, an acquain
tance of mine-took a you ng man th ere-who has a lit tl e sk ill 
and whil e he was engaged in conversation-and probably read
ing- to prolong th e time-sketched th e outlines- and afterward s
saw him twice at meeting-it is a pretty good representati on - but
not perfect-his manner of stru ng is natural but th e co untenance
is not exac tly so-it would not be compatible with the feelings of
my hon our ed father-to have this done-but I think It admissible
to have somet hing of a resemblan ce of the outward form or ap
pea rance-of those we Love when their Bodies may be moulde ring
10 th e dust. '

Her comments confirm the old Qua ke r's desire not to be captured in a
portrait and POlOt out the difficu lties created by his reluctan ce . Unfor
tunately, she did not reveal the na me of the young artis t who had

.\ h Zanmen L ~ ~C I Ln.£ curato r ot the
Rhod e hl~nJ HJ~l tl[l c~1 SOC1e l~' The, am
de IS based upon an ext ubn also er mrlcd
lm.i):es ut ~I OM'"s Brown , ' whi ch w~~

mo unted al the .\ 1u!tCum 01 Rhod e b bnJ
Hrsr orv ~I Aldu,.; h Hou se an d wh ich ran
trom ~1~)' I'I ~ I 10> .\ 1.1\' 1'I ~1_

I .\ 1a( k Th ompson. .\10'0" Brown The
Reluclunf Reformer ICIurc:l HilL:'\: C
19" 11. J" '1

1 Nmm~n Pennev 10 Ravner W KeI'\C \
tun e q , I'I I ~ Archives. _\ toN: ' Bro...-n
'ichool, Providence R I

I· Dorc~s 8m..... n to Thomas Th om pson.
AUIl: 11. lij 1 ' , The ongm al Je UCT L~ In th e
e LMon ....,~nl.hcnrl Ccllecuon, LJ br~T\- 01
the RdL.£lUUS '>o<len-01 Fnend-, London
lelb~on. Vol , I . ~ I I ThL~ marerralrs taken
trum ~ parrra l nanscnpuon 01 rha l 1...11<'1
bv Norman Penn ey Ausrm .\ l SS, II . "Per
soml." Ou~ker Archwes. Rhode [,lanJ
Hrstortcal Socrcev
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Figu re 2 . Watercolor on paper. 4"
x 5", signed "-. l~ " (possibly

tosepb PartridxeJ, ca. 1823.
Pbcnograpb courtesy of th e

Library Com m ittee of the
Religious Society o f Friends.
London .

.;. Barbara Mason , l ibrar y nt the Reh ·
i!:IOUS Soc iety 01 Fne nds, personal corn
mu rucaeron. 1have not exammed the
actual pam lLnll:, and I am grateful IU Bar
bara Mason an d her colleagues lor their
ass istanc e In t hiS mailer

~ Dor cas Brown 10 T hom as Th ompson ,
Au !/; \ 1, 11111, Ausnn MSS. I J, "Per
scnal." RI , HI M S<><;,

6, Rayner W Kelsey. Centennial HIS
tory of M m e l Brown scnoot. 1819 - 1919.
[Providence, R.I., 11)l 9!. H

7_DOlUS Brown to Thomas Tbnmpson ,
Aug . 11, I lll l , Aust in MSS, 13. "Pe r
son.al," R.I. Hm Soc.

IMA GE S O F M O SE S BROW N

painted the portrait, nor did she mention exactly when the event s de
scribed in the let ter took place. The onl y clue to th e ident ity of the art 
ist is the single legibl e initia l "-. P.," printed in th e lower right hand
corner of the portrait .'

The most unusual featu re of this portrait, one that distinguishe s it
from all other known images, is the whi te covering over Brown 's othe r
wise typical black , broad-bnmrncd. Quaker hat . In a postscript to her
lett er, Dor cas Brown called attention to his hat : "Thou will observe his
Hat is covered with wh ite linnen whi ch he wears in warm weather." It

has been suggested that Brown, who suffered from rheumati sm , ver
tigo, insomnia, fevers and fainting spells during mu ch of hi s life, "wore
white lin en on his hat in summer to deflect the sun's rays.'?' This in
turn suggests that the portrait was pain ted during the summer, proba 
bly in 1823.

Possibly the most compelli ng aspect of this particul ar Image is also
revealed in Dorcas Brown's lett er: "I vent ured one day to hold It [the
portrait ] before him- and as ked if he kne ..... who it resembled-he
smiled- and inqu ired 'where l got 11 '- 1 repli ed that ' I was not at lib
ert y to tell '-and it passed off pleasant ly." Given Moses Brown's feel
ings about portraits , it seems likely th at this image was the only like 
ness of himself that he ever saw or whose existence he ever sus pected .



I MAG E.s Of MO~tS BROWN

His reaction seems to haw been that of a rath er kindly elderly man
who, though aware of hi s relati ves ' desire to have a keepsake portrait,
was neither impressed with his own look s nor with th e need to have
them recorded.

Dorcas Brown's letter also contains a reference to a co py of th e pic
ture that she plann ed to keep as a "prec ious mom ento.''' T his reference
hel ps to ex plain the existence of the two othe r watercolor portraits of
Brown . One is the well-known and ofte n-reproduced pamn ng, tradi
tionally at tributed to Joseph Panndge, and now 10 the co llection of the
John Carter Brown Library jfig. 11. The third watercolor portrait, re
cent ly dis covered, shows Moses Brown reading a newspaper and is
signed ''I. Partridge, rxz 1" (fig. .J I .~ In all probability, Joseph Panndge.
who resided m Providence and painted landscapes and rmruarurc por
traits in watercolor from December 1821 until February t82.J , was the
a rt ist responsi ble for all th ree watercolor images of Moses Brown-one
origina l and tWO copies."'

All three of the watercolor portraits show a marked consistency of
sty le. Th e setti ng is the same . Brown is seated in a com b-backed Wind 
sor chai r at his wri ting desk, with his back to the window. He is dressed

77

Figure .j. " aureolor on paper. .t "

x s". att rib uted to Joseph
Partridge (1192-ca. rSH !. ca.

t82 2 -f 8 lj . Photograph ccurresv
of the fohn Carte r Brown Librorv

II, tbid
II, [ would hke to acknowledge the gen .

cru~l ty " I Ar thur Band Sybil B, Kern tor
brmgmg thrs rmpotrant port ran to my
at tcnuon and tor vhanng their mtnrrna
non on lovcph Partndgl; The Kcrn~ hav e
recently com pleted a manU~CTlI-'I tor
pchhcanen on the hte and work~ ui
lcseph Partr..j~l'

TO. The e,uhc~ t rctc rcncc 10 Panndgc
In providence I' an advemcemem thaI ap
peared In The p,,,, Idina Ga zette , Ijcc
1 1' , Illl l It ann ounced rh,lt the ,utl, t
....oulJ be u:achln~ ....at ercolor dra...m~

and ....ould execute "co rrect rrurua eures
taken enher Irom t he h\'In~ or dead
cubiect "
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Figure 4 . Watercolor on paper, 4~

x 5 ~. signed "I. Partridge, 182J, "

Pn vate cotlecncm.

IMAGE S Of MOSE!< IlR OWN

identicall y, wear ing a sim ple, tan , high-colla red frock coat with mat ch 
ing waistcoat . Even th e treatment of th e subjec t 's (ace I S th e same,

right down to the wan on the end of his nose.
A close exam inat io n of the se portrait s, however, docs reveal a few

signi ficant differences. Only in th e Frien ds' Librar y image (fig. 21is th e
whi te lin en hat co ver Included and IS Brown 's hair long and unkempt .
Another notable difference is that he is seated in front of th e desk and
window, instead of be tween th e desk and w ind ow as he is in the o the r

images, and there is no wallpaper border runr ung along the inside of
th e window. The ot he r Partridges (fig. 3 and fig. .t. l more closely resem 
ble each other, although In figure 1, Brown IS read ing an issue of th e
Rhode island Am erican ,

The differen ces that exist in the Friends Library 's w ate rco lor port rait
ttig. 21and th e descnpnon of how It was paint ed suggest that It was the
first one executed by Partridge. It ma y have been a kind of w orking
ske tch that was Improved and alte red in th e subsequent copies . It IS

clear, for in stance, that Brown 's hair was neat ened up, the hat cove r
was removed and a mo re pleasing sh ape was given to the hat brim in
the later versions. It also seems logical that th e location of th e desk ,
under the window where natural light woul d have been available, is in
fact what the young art ist saw whcn hc was brought in to do th e initial
sketch (the desk is crowded with wnnng mat er ial s as if Brown had ac-



IMAGE!> O F M O H S BRO WN

tually been Int errupted at work }and that he moved the desk in the later
versions to balance the picture. Possibly Brown 's relatives regarded the
original watercolor as a less poli shed rendering, whi ch might explain
why Dorcas Brown was will ing to send it to Thomas Thompson while
deciding to reram a "copy" for herself and the other members of
Brown 's family.

On August I , 18H , th e first In a series of advert isements for "LIKE
NESSES" rendered by Wilh am Henry Brown appea red in th e ProVJ

dence Daily lournal. The art ist invncd the citizens of Providence to
call at his room to "exam ine the l ikenesses of several gentlemen of
this City, wbrch he has tak en from memory, after a casual glance at th e
original." !' One of the images on view In his room might well have
been th e silho uette of Moses Brown {fig. 5.1, now in th e collecti on of th e
Rhode Island Hrstoncal Society. Th e silhouett e, though un signed, con
tams many of th e stylis tic and technical dev ices tor wluch Wilham
Henr y Brow n IS noted: the figure faces right, it is embellished with
shadmg and an india ink ground, and the image is finely cut and of high
quality. In fact , this art ist is know n for his silhouettes of men, particu
larly elderly men."

As the onl y full -length image of Moses Brow n, this silhouett e adds
dimension to ou r und erstanding of how he might have looked towards
the end of hIS hfe. He appea rs as a rather pon ly gentleman of rn ncry

five years , stooped with age and rheumat ism, yet still ou t and about,
seemingly un willing to neglect his various socia l, religious, and politi 
cal du ties . The image aptly il lustrates the follow ing observat ion made
by Stephen Gould in a lett er to Thomas Thompson : "Brown attended
all the sittings of the [Friends] Meeting and came to committees tho ' so
much un well with th e Rheu matism as to render a cru tch necessary for
him to walk ." I ' No dou bt on one of th ese occasions- a trip to th e
Friends Meeting or a trudge up Co llege Hill -William Henr y Brown
was able to catch th e necessary "casual glance at th e origina l" from
wh ich he later cut the silhouette .

In luly of IB,fi , anothe r att empt was m ade to capt ure Moses Brown's
likeness in a portrait . Family traditi on cred its William lenkins Harris,
step-grandson of Moses Brown , with ske tch ing th e elderly man {rom a
hiding spo t III the bushes outside Brown 's library window." The best
recount ing of th is story comes from a letter wri tten in 1887 by lames
Greene, William J. Harris's cousi n :

Moses Brown's anti pathy to leaving a portrait of himself was well
know n, and one day, so my recollect ion of the story is, whe n my
cousin Wm was at hIS house, the subject came up and the venera
ble old gentleman became a litt le an noyed at the persis tent urging
of hrs famil y to lay aside his objec tions to having his port rait
pamted. and fled away from them to his library and seated himself
before a window. My cousing accide ntally observed the favorab le
position he had unwntmglv assumed, and concealing himself
among the shrubbery, made th e ske tch ."
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FIgure 5. Cut black paper
silhoue tte with india mk: wasn
on ligh t paper ground. I 2 1j.,w x
7Y,t . A t tr ibuted to William

Henr y Brown ( I 808-r882J. ca.
r8 JJ . Courtesy of Rhode Island
Historical Society (RHr xJ 4060 ).

II f'rovlJenn' Villi}' toumet. Aug ,
1- 1'1. 10 , 1~ 1 ' . A shoncr advcr trsemcnr
announcing Mr. Brown 's relocanon to the
second floor of the burldmg on Main and
Collq :c streets appea red In the Pro-
vIJ..nee Diulv IOUIIJ,;f , Aug. 11, '1, 1\ ,
t il. 11,11\ 33_

11 Alice Van l en C amck . comment
Inlo( on William Henry PlTOwn's srlhouctres
01 men. noted that "Brown's men are un
surpassed " She abo believed that , In her
opunon, "Brown wa~ at his best wh en
he cut "h.lde~ uf kindly old men " Ali ce
V.ln leer Camck, Shadn vi Ou r Ance.l
IOf.\ (BoMon. 19111), 1, 0 , I'll

I \ Stephe n Gould 10 Thoma" Thump
so n.fune 10. 11'11 1, Ausun MSS. 10, "Gen 
era l," Qu aker Archl'·cs, R.I Hlst Soc,

l ,l Wilham lenkms Harris. son 01 Ebe
nezer Bates Hatrts and Sarah lockwood
Harns . was the grandso n of Phebe:Water 
man loc kwood Bro..,,". .\toses Brown 's
thud wi le , Harri s Cha rt , Rhode Island
HISlUuul Sue le l}" Cenealogscal Charts.
Vol Land Ge nealo,;)' oi th e Wilham Har
m fami ly. R 1 H,SI Sue .

r \ lames Greene to AUF;U~une jones
Sepl 11, 1~ ~7 . Austin MSS. "Gene ral."
QU.lke r Archives. R I. HI ~I Soc



80

16. Chffurd Monahan noted the SImi '

lant y between the Hams sketch and the
William Henr y Brown silho uett e in "Srl
houettc Exhibition," Rh ode Is/an d His
too', IX (1949), 27.

Figure 6. Watercolor and pen cil
sk etch on paper, 4Vi' x J J!./' ,
William ienkins Harri s
(1808- 1893). ca. 1816 . Bequest

of Julia D. and Franklin R.

Cu shman. Courtesy oi Rhode
Island Historical Society (RHi X]

4059J.

IMAG E'i OF MOSES BROWN

It is evident from his sketch (fig. 6) tha t Will iam J. Harris relied upo n
the earlier likenesses of his step-grandfather by Joseph Partridge and
William Henr y Brown. Even if luck had provided him wit h an oppo r
tunity to begin his sketch, he had to borrow from the work of more
skilled artists in order to complete his likeness of Brown. The simi
larity in the setting [the subject at his desk by the window] makes the
sketch seem like a clumsy copy of one of the Part ridge watercolor like

nesses done in profile . The william Henry Brown silhouette of Moses
Brown in tu rn seems to have in fluenced Harris's t reatment of th e face,
result ing in the almost caricaturish quality of the nose and chin in the
finished drawing."

Although an amateur effort , the Harr is sketch became the source for
a very pop ular engraving of Moses Brown IRK 7l which was used fre
quently as an illustration in books and magazine articles . The steel
plate was engraved between IS 36 and 183 9 by T homas Pollock, who
was em ployed for a short time by H. A. Hidden & Com pany, the Provi-

•

I.
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dence printing and engraving firm." Pollock 's engraving was in turn
the source for the formal oil portrait of Moses Brown painted by Martin
Johnson Heade (fig. I l. Whil e the Harri s ske tch is gene rally cited as the
source for th e portrait," it is obv iou s that the engraving (fig. 7) and the
oil portrait share cert ain details that do not appear in th e ske tch. They
both show Brown, almost in a full figure pose, seated in a drap ed Wind
sor chair, again st dcrailed-c-though different-backgrounds.

Martin lohnson Heade, painting in Providence from 1856 to 1858,
was commissioned by John Russell Bartl ett to paint five port raits, all of
prominent Rhod e Islanders, of whi ch four were to be presented to

Brown University. Th e set of four paintings included likenesses of Esck
Hopkins, Abraham Whipple, and Henry wheaton, as well as th e por-

R'

Figure 7. Steel plate engraving.

12" X 9", Thomas Pollock

(engraver), ca . 1 83 6 - 1 8 ~ 9 . Gift

of George W. Davis. Courtesy of

Rhode Island His torical Society.

17 A steel plate. thought to be the <ln~

mal Pollock pla te, l~ m the Archrves oi
t he Muses Brown School, Providence r
am grateful to Frank E. Fu ller , Arrhrvrst.
Muses Brown School. for bnngmg It 10

my artcn uon .
Ill, Theodore E: , Srcbbms. II , The Life

and Worle, of Martin {ohnson Hem//'
(Ne w Haven. Conn., I97'i 1, IS, 217.
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Figure 8. Comb-backed windsor
chair. Philadelphia. ca. 1765.
This photograph from the
exhibition " Images of .\fo.~es

Brown " recreates the setting that
appears In many of the portrai ts .
Bequest of tulsa D. and

Franklin R. Cushman. Cou rtesy
Rhode Island Historical Society.

1\1. Ibid .• I II
10, The mscrrpuon on the hack oj the

HaULS sketch st a le~ th at It was the source
for a pourall by lohn Good, To date no ad
dmonal mforma uon ha' hccn discovered
10 confir m thrs st atement, The InSCrl P 

non probably dates trom 1944, when the
image was given to the Rhode Island HI S

toncal Socll.'ty

11. Eleanore B Monahon, "Cau l"..: ui
the Rhude Island Hrstcrrcal Society Furru
rure Collection, # 1>1 WUllhm Chair" RI.
Jln/ory, XIX i l l/flol. 11>-1?

1:1.. IbId
IJ . Nancy Goyne Evans . Regrst rar ,

Henry francl ~ du Pam Wmterthur Mu·
seum. pcrwnaJ commurucarron.

]4 Pamtmgs m oil and ....atrr rolo urs
by ~arly and modern pamters. colJ« u d
by Ru\h C. Ha....km~ . ca fa log~d by C. 11.
Collms Baker. and deposited at the Ann
mary Brown MemorJalot Provldl'n t;e
[London, 191) 1. n-14

]~ . Theodore Bolton and Gcor,;e C.
Croce, Ir., " Iohn Wesley laf'u An Ac·
coum of HI~ t ue and FUM CaulO1: ot HIS
Wock.H All QlJall~,ly.l lt9\!\), \ 07 - \09.
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trait of Moses Brown. Portrait s make up only a small proport ion of th e
total works painted by Heade, who IS known primaril y for his land 
scape s. The port raits he did were for the mos t part uninspired; in most
in stances, he merely copied other artist s' renderings. Heade's portrait
of Moses Brow n, however, IS considered by Theodore Stebbins to be the
"most successful" of th ose com missio ned for Brown Un iversity be
cause "Heade had no formal pam nng to duplica te ... wh ich gave him
th e freedom to work on hi s own." 19

A copy of the Heade oi l portrait of Brown, by an unkno wn ernst. cu r.
remlv hangs in the from lobby of the Moses Brown School." Composi
tionally it is rdenncal to the Heade pamung. the artis t 's inferior abil
ities, ho wever, are evident In his treatment of the subject's hands and
hi s poor use of color.

In the Heade port rait , as m many of the other Images , Moses Brown
is shown sitti ng in wha t has been tradin onally ca lled his favorite Wmd
sor chai r Iflg. S]." In the Partridge watercolors, the chai r is not covered,
wh ile in th e Harris ske tch , the Pollock engraving, and th e Heade por
trait, th e same chai r appears upholste red with a padded cloth. Brown 's
more advanced age at the time of th e late r images m ight account for
this difference. An exa mination of the Windsor chair once owned by
Moses Brown , and now in the co llec tio n of the Rhode Island Historica l
Society, reveal s th at at some point he "had the legs cut down, the sad
dle removed, and the whole frame upholseercd- v Ia senes of tack holes
run along th e underside of each arm of th e chair where th e drape was at
on e time attached ]. These changes would have made th e chair more
comfortable and warmer. Apparently this kind of alt erati on of Windsor
chairs was not uncommon in th e nin eteenth century."

Another group of images of Moses Brown has been ident ified, and
while th ey form a distinctly different group from th ose already dis
cussed, they arc th em selves closely related . The first , an oil painting,
now in the coll ection of th e Annmary Brown Memorial, dates from
about 1824, and it is th e earlies t formal portrait of Moses Brown [fig 9].

The catalogue of paintings for th e Annmary Brown Memorial attributes
this portrait to John Wesley Jarvis, a New York art ist , but it is not a
particularly strong ann bun on." For one th ing, Jarvis's lack of stylis tic
con sistency makes it difficult to identif y his work; for another, th e an
ist was not known to have wor ked In Rhode Island." The sole basis for
the attribut ion appears to be informati on provided by the painting's
previous owners , Colonel and Mrs. Rush C. Hawk ins, and since Mrs.
Hawkins was a relat ive of Moses Brown , she might well have been
pass ing on information wh ich had come down thro ugh th e fam ily."

What is clear, th ough, is th at the port rait att ribu ted to Jarvis was th e
source for a late nin eteent h-cent ur y steel plate engrav ing of Moses
Brown by John Angel lames Wilcox, a Boston engrave r (fig. 101.'" The
new engrav ing was cons ide red a better like ness tha n the earlie r engrav 
ing by Pollock. It was more appropriate to the tas tes of the ti me and
was applauded for its less severe treatment of Brown's nose and chin,
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which threatened " to meet " 10 the Pollock engraving [fig. 71.J O In fact ,
August ine 'ones, who often lectured on the life of Moses Brown, be

heved that the Moses Brown School should have a copy of the image,
and in 1904 he presented a large framed photograph of the engraving to

the school ."
The last portrait of Moses Brown [fig. J 1 J, comrmssroned In 1907 by

Obadiah Brown Hadwen. was painted by Henr y E. Kinney of w orces
ter, Massachuse tts! " Hadwen recalled th at the port rait was done "from
an engraving I think emcnatmg from the Friends School." l1 He was
probably referring to a version of the Wilcox engravi ng, either the large
photograph given to the school by Jones or a sma ller pnnt. In any event ,
th e resem blance betw een the engraving (fig. 10) and th e Kinney portra it
(fig. II ) is clear, though Kinney's treatment of th e subject's facia l ex
press ion has alte red it somewhat, giving it a warm th n OI evide nt in th e
engraving. Obad iah Hadwen. who was also related to Brown. clai med
that his recollection of Moses Brown was qu ite clea r: "I was about
twelve years of age when he died . very often saw him in my boyhood,
and regard the paint ing as very good indeed." 11

In the final analysis. one might be tempted to ask which of all the
Images most closely resembles Moses Brown . It wou ld seem that the
ones done during his hfe. though created Without the benefit of a sit ·

"
11, P<lmllng~ . Annmarv BrO\..n .\ lemo ·
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1:' A ~I ecl pbtc. Ihou"hl 10 be the e ng
mal Wilcox plat e. I~ In th e Archives 01 t he
....1 O'>t: ~ Brown SchUll!. Provid ence I am
gratetul to ....tr Fulle r lor bnngm g It 10 m v
auenuon.

HI. Au"u~lIm: tones to Rayn er \V Kcl
scv, June 10 . II/Ill . Austin .\1SS. 20, "Ccn .
eral." Ocakcr Archives, R.I HI~I Soc

19, IbId.
10 Obadiah Bro..... n Hadwcn to Claro

en cc l' Hngham, Sepwrnber 17, I I,I O! , 11... [
HI~I Soc. ~1u,<:um . Colle r nons FIle
!1\jO! h , I I.

11 IbId
11 fbld

Figure 9. Oil on can vas, 26 11..~ x
21 Ij.,w. attributed to lohn l\'esle .v
latvis (17 80- r 840) . ca. 1824.

Photograph courtes y of the

A nnm ar y Brown M em or i al .

Brown Un ive rsity.

q
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33. Stephen Gould to Thomas Thomp
sun , April 14, rill ', Aust in MSS, 20,
"General," Quaker Archives. R,t HI~t.

Soc
34. Th ompson, Moses Brown , 281.
35 Kelsey, Ceme nmat Hj;;lOry, ,I,

Figure 10. Steel plate engraving,
93f4" x 6 W'. fohn Angel [ames

Wilcox (engraver) , ca. 1856 

1890 . Photograph courtesy of the
Rhode Island Historical Society
(RHi X] 27 65) .

IMAGES OF MOSES BROWN

ting by the subject, wou ld be the most accurate likenesses, particularly
given the propensity for relatives to encourage the use of artistic li

cense in posthumous portraits. But the only obvious alteration which
is evident in all the posthumous portraits is their failure to record the
wart on the end of his nose.

This particular feature , described as being red and "as large as a small
cherry," apparently troubled Brown, not out of vanity but because it
ached ..l.l However, when he was advised to have it removed, Brown de

cided it would be best to leave it alone. " The wart appears clearly in the
Partridge watercolors and in the Jarvis portrait . In the Harris sketch and
the sketch taken from it, the wart is hinted at as Brown seems to be

wearing some sort of nose protector, possibly to keep his spectacles
from irritating it . Only in the William Henry Brown silhouette is the
wart missing (yet the hawk-like nose given to the subject is certainly
no more becoming).

The wart, "happily obliterated in the standard portraits, " does not ap
pear in any of the later portraits." In fact , examination of the Heade
portrait under an ultraviolet light revealed that the nose was originally
longer, similar to the way it was presented in the silhouette. Possib ly
someone thought that Brown deserved to be more attractive in such a
formal portrait and had the nose bobbed.

J
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It was probably just th e sort of fuss that Moses Brown had hoped to
avoid by refusing to sit for a portrait . It seems, though , that Brown 's
great popularity du ring his long, full life, and his place in th e history of
Rhode Islan d as a Quake r leader, busin essman, and reformer and phi
lant hropist, almost dict ated thai some where along th e line an image

wou ld be created. wh eth er he approve d of it or not . In fact from th e
number of por traits that survive. it appears thai th e mgenuuv 01 his
adm irers often triu mphed ove r his reticen ce.

Figure 11 . Oil on can vas, 3 1 111~ X

26 '/}~. Hem}' E. Rmnev

(1866/7- 19:;4J. 1907. Cnt of

Obadmb BIOwn Hadwen.
Cou rtesy of Rh ode Island

Historical Sccretv (RHi XI .lI28}.
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Impoverished Politics: The New Deal 's

Impact on City Government in

Providence, Rhode Island

David L. Davie s

Before th e Great Dep ressio n, th e last hope of the destitu te, disabled,
and unemployed in Providence was eithe r the compassio n of the City
Counci l or private cha rity. Life-sustaining food, tuel . clothing, and
she lter were local govern mental respo ns ibil ities. Poor relief was a sc
rious cha rge in ordinary ti mes and an awesome burden as the Grea t
Depression deepened. That burden wou ld have surely tested the re
siliency and responsiveness of murucipal msmunons. the level at gov
ernment closest to taxpayers ' daily lives . The Dep ression dramatically
alte red many msmuuons of American lite, and Providence city govern
ment might have evolved into something very different if local officials
had directed social welfare efforts. Thl" New Dt:al, by emphastaing the
federa l role in welfare, prevented such a test. A'i> it happened, the Simi

larities between th e conduct and ethics of Providence governme nt In

1929 and 19.19 arc more striking than the differences.
The Grea t De pression did not force maior change in the city 's gover

nan ce, in large part because Slate and federal programs min im ized the
policyma kmg role of local officials in relie f th e mater issue of the dec 
ade . City-appointed officials became J. rclau vcly unimportant exten
sion of a larger ad mi nist rative apparatus . Local officials returned, wit h
the onse t of New Dea l programs, to perennial ptititical preocc upa
tions- ethnic and personal rivalries.

The city 's officials did not protes t this subordinat ion. They drd not
dema nd primary rcsponsibihnes in looking after their poor and unem
ployed, or, for that matte r, any new rcsponsibilnv at all . Councilmen
reac ted to the emergency of the first years of th e Dep ression w uh Im 

passioned rheto ric and a willingness to tack le difficult economic and
political issues. After the 1932 election that brought Franklin D. Roo
seve lt and Governor Theodore Francis Green to power , however, local
officials quickly disappeared from public deba te and officia l correspon·
dcnce on welfare issues (at least the)' arc silent in the surviving public
records). City taxpayers retained a large and increasing respons ibil ity
for underwrit ing the local share of welfare COStS th roughout the 19 lOs.
Their local elected officials, however, did not direct expenditu re of
those local dollars. State and federal officials assu med the respon sibil -
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ity for direcnng welfare expenditu res . Local officials, mor eover, de
layed poli tica l accountabil ity for relief costs by using th e exped ient of
long-term borrowing. The poor benefi ted from new standards for social
work admi nistration int roduced by sta te and federal burea ucrats and by
sizable federal relief expe nditu res. But if every benefi t has a cos t, the
poor family 's gam was Provide nce's loss: the city governme nt missed
the opportunity uf a centu ry to rise above "business as usual."

Providence in J9'\O was the second largest city in New England wu h
a popu lation ot 2,1,000 mhabna nts. The capita l city of the: smallest
and most densely populated state, Providence contamed almost 40 per
cent of Rhode Island 's population. The city 's popula tion was far irom
homogeneous . Abou t 70 percent were either foreign-bo rn or of foreign 
born parents, 2t' percent of whom originated in England or Ireland and
21 percent m Italy. Other ethnic groups included Armenians. French
Canadians. Germans, Greeks, Lith uania ns, Poles, Portuguese. Rus
sians, Swedes . and Svn ans . wh ile blacks comp rised 2 percent of the
cit izenry.

On the eve of the Depression. Providence's government was, by all
appearances, already a weak and unstable ins titutio n, ill-prepared for a
major cnsrs. A weak ma yor and stro ng counci l form 01 govcm meru
confined th e mayor [0 presiding over council meetings and wield ing
occasional tic-breakin g votes. A bicameral council of th irt een a lder
men and thmv- ninc co uncilmen controlled the city adrrumstranon .
Department heads reponed [0 this legislat ive body of fifty-two mcm 
bers, oat to a single mdwidual. INo other American cny of 200,000 to

,00,000 resident s had a larger council. Minneapoli s was rhe second
largest with twent v-si x.l An absence of discipline .....-uhin the pohti cal
parti es dod ever-present ethnic rivalri es compounded th e diffusion of
authorit y. Th e mayor was a Democrat; the governor and General As
sem blv were solidly Republi can. The city 's an uquared accounting sys
tem provided little con trol over expenditures. Th e cit y's economy
relied on icwclry metalworking. and textil es. lewelrv firms did nOI
prosper in hard time s, and textile m ills had been migrating south for
man y years. In Il,l29, Providence seem ed poised for disaster.

Most of Providence 's councilmen were nominal Democrats, Amend
ment XXto th e state's cons ti tution, adopted on November 6, 192 1'1 , had
finall y elim inated property qualifications for city voters, and Demo
crane strength III poorer and mor e ethnic wards assert ed Itself at th e
next opport unity-the electio n held in Novem ber 1930. In th at elec
tion, Democrats gained a ma jority for the first time in both th e Boa rd of
Aldermen and th e Co mmo n Council.

As in man y other northeastern cines. the Irish dominat ed city poli
tics. Once Democrat s control led patr onage, th e rost er of cho ice city
jobs beca me a co llcc uon of In sh surn ames. Italo-Amencans. however,
were a more vocal and aggresstve polit ical force in Providence than III

other cities rn th e region . Italia ns were act ive in both parties, wit h

8,
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power co ncent rated in only two of the city 's thirteen ward s. In Ward s
I l and 4, ltalo-Amcn cuns controlled all offices an d ward com mittees.

With a cumbersome gove m me m , ethnic divisions, mature economy,
and unstable politi cal parties, Provid en ce entered th e Great Dep res
sion . Almost from th e beginning, city officials and private agencie s
spoke freely of "crisis." In September 19 10, Alderman C. Walt er Pabo
die, chairman of th e Special Comm itt ee on Condmons at Dexter Asy
lum, wa rned that a large number of "iakcy" cases taxed the cny's poo r
fun d to th e limn. H bc limit in this case was $ 10,000 owed to the state
for insti tutional care of derelic ts fon d of Jamaican ginger spirits .] As

months went by, however. the unp recedented seriousness of th e crisis
beca me appa rent .

The Co mm unity Fun d and Fam ily Welfare Society received the first
flood of victi ms; the latt er dehvered se rvices to 4 ,000 families in 19 } I

as opposed to 500 to 600 10 " normal t imes ." ! Civ ic leaders and pnvate
agencies formed the Prov idence Emergency Unemp loyment Comm it
tee to coordinate efforts and provide reh cf With robs . funded by private
subs crip tions , th at paid fifteen dollars a week . It was not until July

19 } 1, how ever, tha t the committee 's head publicly acknowledged th e
limits of privat e responsibilit y for rehef. By that t ime, the total nu mber
of "out door relief " recipients had increased almost threefo ld from the
} ,6 IO recipients of Nove mbe r t 919.

Reacting to th e growi ng unem ploy me nt , the Cu y Counc il reflect ed
traditi onal approach es to chan ty In December 19 }0 , the counci l reo
quested that all city em ployees donate 1 percent of th eir wages to the
Milk and Fuel Fund from wh ich the director of pu blic aid was to pur
chase milk, bread, an d coal for needy families.' Along with volunteer 
ism, residency requirement s also reveal ed rhe City's traditional ap
proach to charity. The city sought to tak e care of its own, but only its
ow n. The council found that a recent ord inan ce requiring al l cit y work
ers to be quali fied electors had thrown 100 mun icipa l em ployees out of

wor k. It st rugg led to retain curre nt cit y em ployees while imposing
some sort of residency requ irement . Councilman William Lovett ex
pressed concern that outs iders m ight ha ve jobs wh ile citi zens were
bei ng thrown onto relief. '

City politi cian s also ioined in othe r volunt ary sche mes to provide for
unfortunates. The Cit}, Co unc il form ed a special Milk Fund Foot ball
Com mitt ee to oversee a benefit game bel ween Providen ce College and
Rhode Island Stat e College at Brown Stad iu m. Reporting that t ick et s
were sell ing rapidly, Sol Bromson, a Republican a lde rm an from affluent
Ward 2 , encouraged fans to "att end th e gam e-Root for you r favonrcc
and thus make sure that th e needy and un employed of Providence will
have food and fuel dunng the dark days of Wint er." Coo peranve effon s
and charitable impulses see med adequate remedies to some. An alyst s
at the Brown Uruversuy Bureau of BUSiness Research recognized in

. 19 3 1, however. the growing severity of condit ions : "Relief has ob
viously been merely suppleme nta ry; famil ies of five do no t live on Si ft
a monr h.v -
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As busi ness did not revive , the City Council struggled with the rea l
rues of the dee pening depression. The number of poor, dependent, or
jobless assisted by the city almos t m pled between IIno and 1911, frum
'45 to 1 , ~90.ln I\H l th e number more th an tripl ed again. thi s time to

)",). ' Providen ce 's goal was to provide for relief nee ds until suc h tim e
as th e state could supply addmoua l assistance. Proclaiming a "keep
your self-respect poli cy." Mayor lames E. Dunne implied that th e prob 
lem was sti ll manageable at the locallevel : "we are ~()in~ to atte mpt by
close supervis ion and th rough usc of any add it iona l appropriati ons th e
finance committee can make out of the reserve fund to care for ou r
problem until mo re money IS made avail able by the srate."" By the fall
of 19)1 , both the cny and sta te were reassessing their respective roles .
Having spent '07 ,000 for outdoor aid In fiscal rc t o. the chairman of
the ci ty 's Finan ce Comrmnee. Pete r F. Reilly, hoped to provide for In.

creas ing reli ef rolls th rough th e conse rvative exped ient of de partmcn
tal fun d transfers (shift ing hne nem s m th e regular opc ran ng budget].
In any event. Reilly did "not mtcnd to let an yone ~(l hungry in Provi
den ce," but "i t It IS given out th at a huge sum has been appropriated
for publi c aid , th ere wi ll be crowds of people ask ing for help who per
hap s do not reall y need it. The problems must be handled in [a] scien

tific manner.':"
As in other sta tes , mun icipal officia ls waited for leade rshi p from the

State House m the ior m of ou mght grants oi mtcrcst-tree loans . That
kind of rehet was no t fo rthcorru ng m Rhode Island under Republican
Go vernor No rman S. Case . Providence Dem ocrats and Republicans.
therefore, called a truce and una mmcuslv passed a resolutio n for un
precedented rax-anncipau on loans. Democrat Frank Duffy introduced
th e necessary resolution and Republican Sol Bromson moved passage.
When the object was locally fund ed relief, the counc il's resolve was
bipartisan.

Local polit icians did disagree on th e specifics of som e reliel issues,
but th ey com promised as co nditio ns worse ned. In March 19} I , city of
ficials split on whe the r municipal depa rt me nts wou ld cooperate with
efforts of private citizens to prov ide relief and hi re the Providen ce
Eme rgency Unemployment Commmee's workers ....·ho ....'ere ea m mg
fifteen do lla rs per week . T he comrn mee had money for more th an
1,000 short- te rm jobs, but It lacked the necessary emp loyers. Th e com
mutee asked th e city to create temporary positi ons In munici pa l de
partments. After consult ing With uni on represent ati ves, a m ino rit y III

th e Board of Aldermen and a majority in the Common Co uncil decid ed
to approve lobs that paid prevai ling wages, even If that meant fewer
hours for each work er. Republican s and a few Democ rats, including the
mayor, wanted to provide lobs at th e lower rate paid to those on private
reli ef. They Ins ist ed th at halt a loaf was better th an non e. The maionty
Democrats , how ever. were sens itive to rumors of a plot to reduce wage..
everywhe re. wa h cny depart me nts 111 the vanguard. T hey cont inued to
msist on prevarh ng wages, and , as J, result , blocked the funding of any
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iobs. Counci l President Lovett explained his msrstcnce on preva iling
wages : "We are 100 percent In favor of puttmg them to work , but under
American hou rs 01 labor and American condiuons . 0 • is it fair to tell
men they must work 44 hours for S I Ii; Th is is a progressive country.
Are we going back to the days oi slavery!" ' Yet one year later , in Apnl
19)2, these same councilmen, anncipaung a $ 1,000,000 budget deficit .
Joined in a unanimous vote to reduce city wages by 10 percent . I

By November 1 ')1 1 , the City Council approved us own plan for em
ploying ) 50 men on public works. Rush Sturges, the Republican alder
man from affluent Ward 1, insisted that the men should receive the pre
varlmg wage-fifty-two cerus per hour-tor common labor. Sturges
also pointed Out: "These figures arc not important, but the pnncrple IS.
These men should not be made to feel they are working as city wards.
It IS the only way they can keep their sell-respect . They should not be
made to work with slave dnvers standing over them and paving them
about 2 0 cents an hour." ll

Within a few months of each other, a labor Democrat and a staunch
Republi can had stood up for highe r rehct .....ages, both having invoked

the image of wage slavery. The ~ ,0·Job plan. financed enurc ly by city
appropnanons. passed both chambers unanimously. The counci l's evo
lution mto a gove rning enn tv that created and Imp lemented soci al pol 
icy the reby reached ItS zemth. Almost as II the council it self recog
nized tha t th is level of responsibilit y was J. littl e tngh remng. th e relief
deba te-as expressed in the public record-c-qurckl y evaporated. Th e
council routi nely approved funding ove r the next few years, wi thout
cont roversy and vir tually wit hou t comment in the official proceedings
or in the loca l press.

Gradual state and federal advan ces into soc ial program ming prompted
the ci ty's retreat. A bipart isan conse nsus on rel ief obicc n vcs also existed
at the state level. I. Howard McGrath , st ate chairma n uf th e Dem o
crati c party, supported Repuhlican Gove rn or e lse's program of 1 per
cent state relief loans, "rese rving th e right to mak e constr uctive crit i
cism." I l Despite some bick ering, th e Gene ral Asse mbly unanimously

approved Case's program . In OhIO, a state whe re ur ban -rural conflict
and ent renc hed conse rvat ism hmdcrcd relie f, a Cleveland new spa per
commen ded Rhode Islan d: "T he expeditious act ion evidently was
made possible by politica l harm on y and agreement as to methods.
Though it m ight be crit icized as giving th e executive too muc h con
trol of legts lanon. It cenam lv represents the quick wor k befi tt ing
emergenc ies." 1<

Not all of Rhode Islan d 's local governments, however, appreciated
th e opport unity to borro w money from the state at , percent Interest .
The Providen ce Ci ty Council resolved to spu rn such aid and to rely in
stead on the city 's resources. Alde rman Burke pointed ou t that .....hereas

Providen ce, up to December t911 , had app ropnated $620,000 tor rel ief
work , the sta te had appropn atcd nothing." Frederick Peck, the State Fi
na nce Commissioner and a Republica n. mdrcated in March 19)2 that
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only ten cities and towns had taken advan tagc 0 1 the program and that
only two more had indicated thei r intention to do so: "Tlu s would
see m to indicate that ma ny 0 1 the towns ha ve no se rious unemploy
ment prob lem and are perfectly able to fina nce th eir own requirem ents
..... itho ut assistan ce from th e state." I ~ [Providence eventu ally borrowed
$ 1,000,000 from th e state in 19 11, a year in which the city's unern 
ploved climbed to over one -th ird 01 th e work forcc.],-

Theodore Francis Green , run ning ahead of Roosevelt , un seated Case
in 19 ,2 . G reen promptly proposed a $6,000,000 aid plan for cities
and towns to meet relief needs. T he plan wou ld ca ncel $ 2 , ,00,000 m
relief loam al ready extended to localities an d provide an addit ional
$l ,OOO,OOO out 0 1 sta te fun ds. Th e program ran counte r to Repu blican
doc trine that state aid sho uld be busmess-Iike and well wuhm ce nser
van ve debt hmnanons. Doctrine or no, Rep ublicans lined up In sup
port of the csscnua ls of Green 's plan . The secreta ry 0 1 the Republican
C ity Co m mit tee in Providencc expressed support lor the plan at the
first public hcanng. After some minor compromisi ng. th e bill sped
through th e Gene ral Assembly without a disscmiug vot e.

Econom ic condit ions alone did not bring about these consensus, bi
partisan positions, either at the state or loca l level. Other sec t ions of
th e count ry had tar more seri ous eco no mic problem s accompanied hy
bitter ideological and pohncal divisions. Industrial product ion and em
plo .... mc m m Rhode Island and Providen ce followed natio nal tren ds,
bottoming ou t ca rhc r and deeper III IY32. The largest manutactunng
decline was m textil es. and the greatest difficulucs were outside of
Prov idence in the Blackstone valley ami in Bnstol COUnty, which had
une m ployment rates over ,0 percent III I Yp .·· Stausncs irom a ll Sl'C·

tors of Providen ce 's eco no my sbo w th e Depression '.. impact , hu t rela 

t ive to other maior cmcs th e decli ne was more manageable . Th e sta te
and the city ha d some bright spots. No local governmen t in Rhod e b 
land, for ins tanc e, went into default . Bank failure IS a standard yard 
st ick for rneasunng on e aspect oi the Depression 's impact, hut Rhod e
Island 's banks generally weathered the sto rm. Th e sta le began and
fini sh ed th e decade of the th irt ies with sixty-e ight msntun ons. By th e
beginning of 19, 1, Rhode Island banks had the larges t cash rese rves
since I91~. ' ~ The mood in Rhode Island seemed to he conce rne d with
retre nc hment , not panic . Subsrannal propert y wealt h, especially in
Providen ce, hel ped cushion th e shocks for m sut uuons. although indi 
vidual an d fami ly hardship were real and per vasive.

Ne vert heless, pnor to Christ ma... 19,1 , businessmen sponsored Prov

rdcnce Day discounts to attra ct shoppers, an d all sales volume records
were "sm ashe d." l" Th,,' somewha t desperate enthusia sm of IY, ' reo
ceded, however, as the Depression gut worse. Une mployment climbed

from abou t 7 percent in 1929 to arou nd l 2 percent in 1932 lor about
35,000 workers]." By 19 H , net retol d sales til Provid ence were half
those of 1929, and soc fewer sto res e xis ted lout of -l ,o V -' in 1929V' Tex 
ul e profit s In some produc ts recovered ear ly. In 19''' , Martha Ge llho rn ,
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a roammg federal mvesngator, report ed to Ha nv Hopkins : "T he mill
owners I sa w d idn 't seem a.. cbcc rlc..li as their Massacbuscns col 
leagues thou gh it has no w become a ritual lor mil l o wners to weep
about their impossible lives and how no man can make a decent IIvm g
an y more. One of them, however. III a bur..t 0 1 candor. adrru ncd that
th e who le group had cleaned up in 1911 in a way which resem bled wa r
profi tee rin g and th at any text ile m.mut.tc turcr who hadn' t was such a
mutt that he deserv ed bank ruprcv""

The ci ty government adrusrcd til the De pression; it did not confron t
a real fisc al crisis at an y specific nmc. Real property values supported
city tax reve n ues , and valu ation losses were far less in Providen ce than
in most othe r cities . A l'ro v/tlellce !ol1t1lo1 cduonul In October I ~ \l
reponed a -1.. 1 percent decli ne in rea l es ta te valuations III the city smcc
the 193 1 peak, and concluded th at "the showing is an excelle nt one
aft er four years of economic Ji sturh'lIlcc ," " Between 19\2 and 1'}17,
assessed valuations felll-l. .,} percent nauonwidc. 1 'i .X percent III nearby
Massach uscns. and as much as \-1..7 percent III Ohio. Rhode Island
valuations dec reased only fl ,2 percen t III the same penod.

Despi te this firm foundation lor mccung relief costs out of current
rax reven ues, Pro vidence avoided the im mediate tax hikes and voter
un rest that accompany pav-as-you-gn pOIIl':Il' S, Unlike man}' Cities.
Providence could ~et cr cdn . when .\ \ a \'01 Dunne called for tax
anticipation notes In November 19 \ I tt l rat..1,' $\00,000 tor rehcf. he cs
tabhsbed Providence's lena-range financing program. Between 1'} 12
and 19,8, Providence borrowed some $ 9 .000.000 tor rchcf. Other cines
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In th e region finan ced rchcf out of cu rrent revenues. So whi le Provi·
dcncc paid $2 .14 per capua from current revenues in 19 H , Bo..ton pard
$ 18.2" Worcest er SIO,'-l-, and Hartford SI2.01 , 1~ In many states,
stric tly enforced deb t lim n s and overspending in prosperou s years
forced cities to rely on cu rrent revenues. Borr owing rel ief funds, on the
other han d, de layed poli tical acco unt ability for higher tax bills for :1

few years. With out the pam of immediate higher mxes. poor relief did
not requi re difficult choices and polit ical controve rsy,

Local reli ef costs d id no t figure prom inent ly in the review of city fi 
nances prepared in ' 9 1n by the Providence Gove rn me nta l Resear ch Bu
reau (the predecessor of the Rhude Islan d Public Expenditu re Councill:
"Providence see ms to have weathered the usual difficulties occasioned
by th e depression 10 a manner m uch more sat isfactory tha n have most
other cit ies . MUnicipa l services have been rende red wit hout upprccr a
hie cu rta ilment ; Interest and pn ncipal payme nts on the public debt
have been man uamcd. all essentia l relief has been provided; and mum
cipa l reve nues have been ..u..ta med so th at no very serious problems
have been created by tax deli nquency or accumu lated defic it..." l'

The City Council en thusiastically accepted federal relief money, even
when the federal contr ibution was only one-third of total co..ts under
Federal Emergency Relief Admmistration jFERAl and Publi c works
Adrmms trauon IP\VAI programs, The first inflow of federal dolla rs un 

der the New Deal was through FERA. channeled through the State Un
employment Relict Program.

The state relief program was part of the adnumstranvc apparatus ..ct
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up to supervise local welfare and reli ef programs. It conditioned Pro vi
dence officials, and welfare directors In other towns. to centralize con
trol. Federal sta tte r Robert Lansdale reported to Aubrey williams in a
field report : "All mvesuganon for need is controlled by a State soc ial
work mvc..ugauon force headed in the State office in Providence . This
is the t ightes t arrangement I have discovered . It of course permits
no argument . The State dete rmi nes the budgetary needs and the tow ns
must acc ep t them (likewise all expenditures by localities arc con 
trolled in advancc l." l" While Martha Ge llh orn reponed to Harry
Hopkins that In Ma ssachusetts "adm m ist rauvc Incompetence had be
come a menace" to poor rebet . the su uan on In Rhud e Island wa s dif 

ferent: "The un employed themselves are gem ng pret ty good service, as
these dungs go." :'>

State relief aid was not absolutely crucial to Providence 's ab rhtv to

finance lob programs, but it was more generous than 10 m ost o the r

s tates . Of th e $1 1,000,000 expende d m Provi dence for relief bel ween
July 1913 and December 191" only $5 ,000,000 was contribut ed by
FERA (18 Ii pcr ccn t l. The state program provided $1,200,000 1 2 .p~ per
ce nt ], leavin g Providence with th e balance of $4 ,Hoo,000 (16.0 percent ].
(Cont ribu t ion averages for th e ent ire count ry were 71.8 percent federal,
10 .1 percent state . and 18.1 perc ent local .I III Rhode bland cont ributed J

greater percentage' of s ta te an d loca l funds than any othe r sta te . It is
important to note that despite Providence's dim in ished respon..ibihty
for program content and adm in istrati on, the local conrribunon m tax 
suppor ted dollar s matched th e federal effort and exceeded the state's
generosit y.

This state and local selt-rchancc did not resu lt in lo.....er benefit.. for
the poor : in I l,Il) , Rhod e Island ranked eighth among all s tates III

monthly relief benefits per Ianulv. Providence in I () 14-1 9 H provided
ave rage relief benefits per fami ly of $35.'H per month. " [The ave rage
for eighty-nine cit ies ove r 100,0 00 population was $ ;0.60, Boston It'J
all with S , o .l,I1 .l 'l By wa y of co m pari son, the average monthly wage for

ma nufacnmng ....-orke rs In Providence was $75. , 8 10 1915."
Condmon ed to state supervis ion. Providence officials .....orked rcla 

uvelv smoothly ..... nh WPA ad rrums trato rs. m ost of whom were former
state bureaucrat s. when problems arose, metficien cv or red ta pe .....as
generally at ISSUC, as in the .....holcsal e transfer 01 .....orke rs to WPA pm
jeers. Democratic party leader !'> ce ns ured WPA adrrumst rator l. Burleigh
Cheney for "lack of cooperation ." Cheney replied. " You can 't play poh
t ics w ith empt y sto m achs. There ar e no po litics III WPA an d the re
won 't be any." "

"Polit ics " in fact per meated upper echelons of s tate and federal pro 
grams . Ci ty officials seeking tu usc federal programs for political advan
tage had to ..k ilt statewide supervisors well-schooled in po lit ical ex pe
diency. The first s tate adrrumst raror, George S. Cod y, .....as forced out
by FERA-\\ 'PA field representative R. C. Branion. with Harry Hopkins 's
approval. because of alleged payroll and expen se account abuses. Codv
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had a protector III Governor Green , however. who res ist ed finng Cody

for fear tha t recent ly ousted budge t direc to r and polmcal foe T ho mas

McCoy would use the inlor mauon m h is pu bl ic ca m paign agains t the

govern or. Cody qur erlv resigned to become .1 sta te pa role office r. Roo

sevel t Democrats qui ck ly tagged he, successor, l. Burleigh Cheney as
poh ncallv dangerous. As Ho pkins counseled Branum ove r the tele

pho ne : "T h iS tbmg in Rhode Island IS getting vcrv ho t . Here th is ~y

Gerry [Senator Peter Gerry] walked out on us and on the President .

This fellow C h eney I~ Gerry's henchman . and eve rv other Democrat IS

rarsmg hell because we keep .1 man who IS tied up with Gerry." They

resolved to tor ce Cheney's resign ation . which occ u rred months later.

[C et rv was an incorr igible ma verick Democrat. l Cheney's successor

was Farr ell D. Coy le. who appa rently had hi s pohucal loyal nc s 111 or

de r. O n reli ef Issues, virt ually all po litica l m an eu verin g was at the state
and fede ra l levels . Evid ence is lac ki ng that politics guided ac tua l d is tri

bution ot dollars and lobs , Unpredic table and complex nvalnes wnhm

both parti es created a kmd 01political stalemate rh at allowed state and

federal social workers ttl main tain pro tessional s tandards.

A prec anous polincal ba lance at the cuv level owed much to Demo

cratic in figh ting and ethmc nval ncs. Republicans remained compcn

nve because of th e d issens ion In Dcmocranc ranks and the Sim ila r

ity of part y platforms on soc io-econom ic Issu es. In (916, Co lonel
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Patr ick H. Quinn, former state Democratic chairman, warned lames
Farley, a presidential aide , of upcoming Democratic se tbacks In Prov
idence municipal elections: "We are hoping that there may be such a
change in the personnel! of norrunauons for city offices in Providence
that our municipal ticket will look like a 'new deal ' and attract back
the Support of the (in my opimonl thousands 01 10)'.11 Democrats who
certainly Will nut support the present munic ipal officers an d who
might remam av..:ay irom th e polls altogether." Quinn held that Mayor
Dunne was a "fine fellow" but had been tarred not onl y by polmcal
sins of the past ten years "but with those of some of th e most asuune
members of the Common Council who ever acted in public ." " He con
cluded that Dunne would not be renominated. Dunne led th e Demo
crat ic ticket , but was returned to office by a mere 79 1 votes. In 19\2

Dunne had prevailed by 1 ] ,7 61 votes, in 1 9 3 ~ by q ,1H). (The presI 
dent 's aides were not ord inanlv int erested In local elections, but Rhod e
Island attracted th err attention after a Republ ican . Charles Risk. was
elected to Congress In a 193, spec ial election, an election with im
plications for the New Deal 's cc nn nui ng appeal .' As the New Deal pro 
gressed. the Providen ce Republican part y and independe nt movements
grew in strength .

Ethnic rivalries al so prevented tormanon of a unified Democratic
mac hine that cou ld ti lt relief favors to loyal ist s. The anoma lies of
Providence ct hr uc politi cs stood out In ward 13, the Federal Hill sec 
tion of the city. Predominantly Itali an and contauung more relief cases
than any othe r ward in Providence. Ward 13 displayed an independent
Democracy and its own brand of competitive Repub licanism. The red
flag for both m ovement s was the symbol of "Tam many Hall," opposi 

tion to which drove Italian Democrats into alliances with Republicans
and crea ted Italian Republicans . Reli ef was on ly one of many issues .
Ward polit icians gave it on ly passi ng not ice in their elect ion campaigns.
Ethnic pride was a far greater concern ,

By th e 19W5 the Ita lians of Provide nce had secured a durable politi 
cal base in city and state poluics. [The Itali an s of Boston had much
more difficulty gaining poliucal influence proportionate to their num
bers.l Italo -Americans took over ward comnuttecs of both parties In

wards 4 an d I] in Providence, beginning in the 1 91050 and consolidating

in the 19JOS. General political disunuv provided opportunities to ex
pand h alo-American power. The Iacnons and close votes in the Cnv
Council gave elected halo-Ame ricans much more inf luence than they
might have held 10 a government dominated by a powerful mayor or a
cohesive party.

Italian Democrats cont rolled wards ~ and 13, but were not subser
vient to Irish Democratic leaders. Democratic aldermen Ventrone, Pa
rente, and Luongo often voted with Republicans against "Tammany."

Alderman Parente and Counci lman D'Agncruca eventuall y broke with
the party to build Independent factions . In th e election of 1914, the
first since the New Deal programs had begun , termer Representative
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Torelli , a Democrat, urged Federal HIli vote rs to break th e back of Tam
man y and vote straight Republican ," An independent sta nce was also
importa nt for Ita lian Repu blicans. The best showing of Republican s on
th e "Hi ll" occurred afte r part y ins urgents took nomi natio ns away from
regulars. '.

Providence 's Itali an newspaper, The Italian Echo, SUI kingly reveals
the complexity of political attitudes within the halo-American commu
ni ty. Ethmcny, unemployment, and the Ne w Deal did not neccs..arily
add up to Democratic votes . Although the Echo honored Al Smith, rt
waged vnriohc war fare against Tam ma ny, Rooscvel t. and Italian Dem
ocrats. {"pagnott isti" or hirelings]. Prior [0 the New Deal It warne d:
"Bot h nationally and locally the Democrat ic party IS con trolled by ele
ments host ile to the imrrugrant groups.... No amount of distortion
and hokum can obscu re the fact that only at th e hands of a Republican
Adm inistratio n can the so-ca lled foreign grou ps receive lair -play and an
equa l opportunity." '" The Echo was not unconscious of the sutrenng
within the community, but its suggested rem edies ..tressed action of a
European vanerv: "An Emergency Dic ta torship that could interpret re
lief m terms of the country as a whole, with th e dis passionate ou tlook
of a gene ral m war, should be estab lished. Somebody with the forceful
ness of-the comparison seems inevnablec-Mussoli m . . . . America
ma y yet find that it needs a bit of fascist tonic to revive her sleepy and
loose liberalism,'''''' After th e New Deal had established a track record,
a new editor was no kinder to Roosevelt :

The purpose of the Ne w Deal. both national and local, is to keep
the masses down, to keep them under COntrol.The device has been
effective as w e see hu ndreds 01 citizens of h ah an birth or ext rac
ti on actua lly te rror -stricken because 01 the threat held over th em
by the Ne w Deal feudal lord s who administer rel ief. ... Roosevelt
him self rep resent s a group that is congenitally opposed to eve ry
thing Ita lian . He cooperated WIth thc League of Nat ions agains t
Italy and today he clandestinely cooperates with th e Spanish Sovie t
against the Ge rman and Ital ian fascist s. Why! BECAUSE AMONG
HIS ADVISORS ARE REDS WHO WANT TO SEE FASCISM
DESTROYED."

But , as th e Echo observed a week later, citizens of Itali an extract ion
in fact voted for Roosevelt in large numbers, and vote rs in wards 4 and
11 cons istently return ed Democrat ic candida tes. Yet th e sm dcnr posi
tions of th e Echo sugges t attitudes and beliefs within the Ita lian com
mu nity th at vote to tals do not explain. Man y Italians consistently sup
port ed Republicans and independe nts . and man y eth nic voters had
ambiva lent opinions abou t Roosevelt.

h alo-American Republicans like Benianun Cianciarulo, depu ty
speaker of the House, rose to prominence in the sta te Republican party,
but Cianc iaru lo m ust have found that his her itage was a liabili ty m scal
ing th e Yankee-domi nated party hierarchy. Yet th e Republican party
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act ively sough t Italian votes, and in close city and sta te elections a
Democratic major ity in Italian wards mi ght not be as im portant as the
size of that majority in dete rmini ng the ou tco me in an elec tio n. In the

191-1- mayoral race, Democrat Dunne beat Republican Co llins in Ward
I) wi th 74 percent of the vote , and in Ward 4 with 6fo percent . In 1918,
th e same two ca ndidates competed for Itali an votes, hu t Dunne came
away wit h only 58 percent in Ward 13 and 5 I percent in Ward 4 . Repub
lican Coll ins, however, was the election winn er with a plurali ty of
4,9'i I. In the two Italian wards, 7,47 I vote rs su pported the Republican ,
more than enough to put him over th e top .

Despit e the inde pende nce of Ital ian politicians, many did not see k to

change the syste m tha t allowed mach ine control of party caucuses.
Rather, they sought to take over the existing sys tem. "G ood govern
mcnt " refor ms were suspec t. In November 19"15, Providen ce played
host to th e National Munici pal League, which held it s forty-fi rst an

nu al con fere nce at the Biltmore Hot el. In the heady company of fudge
Sam uel Seabury ("the scourge of Tam many") and municipal expert
Dr. T homas Reed, Democratic Councilman Peter Reilly called the
Providence form of governme nt nut-of-date : "Provide nce city govern
me nt is cumbersome, antiquated, was teful , and ... there is no cent ral
responsibili ty anywhere.... Pat ronage is rifc; there is pract ica lly no
control over expendi tures; defici ts arc crea ted without anyo ne know
ing about it and no one is responsi ble. And in the background is a cau
cus se t-up perfectl y adapted to perpe tua ting ma chine contro!."·l The
conference concluded that Providen ce needed a city manager and pro
portional representat ion , an d over th e next few years, th e Providence

loumai, th e League of Wom en Voters, Repu blican Mayor John F. Col
lins and others pushed for an appropriate cha rte r ch ange. The city man

ager was seen as a nonpol iti cal . strong execut ive, and proport iona l rep
resentat ion promised an end to mach ine control (If cauc uses. But othe r
voices encouraged Itali an Dem ocrats to see the proposed ch arte r as a
means to exclu de "racia l groups" from represent ati on . In Februa ry

19.19, John O. Pastor e called the char ter "a suga r-coated pill ," forced
on the people of th e cit y by "the swa nky East Side crowd,''' ' Italo
Am ericans were su fficien tly represented wit hin the exis ti ng system to

tol erate if not assist in its perpetuation . Th e bipartis an Italian cam
paign again st "Tammany" did not result m a uni fied Italian effort to

brea k th e machine 's control of nom inat ions.
Although incumbent politicians could avoid changes in th e politic al

syste m. th ey could no longer avoid the repercussion s of those years of
easy borr owing at the beginning of th e Depression . The long-deferr ed
tax hikes came back to haunt officials in th e late H)lOs. As taxes inev
itably inc reased, pat ronage and cor ruptio n becam e mater polit ical is
sue s, no t so mu ch becau se of glaring abuses but because debt-service

costs made the usual wast e more visible. Occasiona l st ories appeared
in the press that encouraged citize ns to ques tio n whether city officials
were profit ing from relief app ropriat ions. Com missione r of Publi c

.,
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Works Charles A. Maguire's attempt to reta in his POst while und err ak
mg lucrative PWA consuhancics was one example. A for me r Demo
cratic alderman from Ward ~ , Angelo Parente, urged vot ers at a Republi
can rally [0 "turn out th e crooked politi cian s" by voti ng a st raigh t t icket.
"Mr. Maguire has been a decided asset to the Dunne-Carner ma chine,"
he added. "

Republ icans and independent s prevailed 10 key IlH 1'l sta te and city
contests , an d voters rejected a proposed 527,000,000 state bond Issu e to

fina nce PWA prorccrs. John F. Collins, 10 the Republican, Indepen dent
C in zens. and Good Cove mmcnt column, defeated Du nne . Th e Dem o
crats los t a cuvwide office tor the first t im e since the suffrage was

extended to non-propc rucd cmzens 10 10)28. Fusion candidates for the
City Counc rl m the low-income wards I I and 12 defeated Dem oc rats ,
includi ng Raymo nd Shawc ross. presi dent of the aldermen , Dcmocrauc
incumbents were not benefi u ng from all those year... 0 1 drspcn smg
rehet. '

In cont ras t, Pawtucket voters reelec ted Democratic .\ \aynr T homas
McCoy with a 09 percent plura lit y, A close r Inok at :I.\cCny's adrmn
istrauon m ight reveal how a strung city boss cou ld make rehct and pat 
ronage work to hrs advantage despit e sta te and national trend s [0 the
cont rary, Perh aps th e ethnic differences betwee n Provid en ce and Paw
ruck er provide an answer . Yet in large heterogeneous cities like Puts
burgh , local Democrats effecnve lv used rel ict do llars [0 expand th e in
fluence of th eir pohucal organizations. Provid enc e Dem ocrat s missed
thi s opporturntv.

Forces from Witho ut and withm directed or acquiesced in the im 
poverishment of Providence polit ics, Relief admirustranon played J

cent ra l role . Th e federal government extended the carrot , and th e state
applied th e stic k. The easy-going anarchy of Providence polnical life
ensur ed that no IOCil1 official co uld amass power by finding loopholes
in job programs. Million" 01dollars spent 011 iobs and public work s pro
iects provided risks and opportunities. Providence took and got neither.

Provid enc e had not been found wanting in its init ial response to th e
econom ic calam ity of th e cent ury. City official s gene rally said and did
th e right th ings, while th e rcsponsibilnv was theirs alone . Had th e
New Dea l been delayed two or three years, Providenc e might have d IS 
play ed vision and capacit ies far beyond expectations . ThiS experience
might hav e provided a base on wh ich to develop local approaches to th e
welfare and revnaliaauon probl ems of later decad es . M lst"kL,s would
have occurred. but th ey .....c uld ha ve been loca l m ista kes, J.1T~c1y tundcd
with local do llar s. As it happened and has cont in ued to happen , local
govern ment kept th e onus 01a disproport ionate share of the cos t whil e
higher levels of gove m rnent set th e priurines and took the credn. en hc r
fOT program result s or for th e grudging enlightenme nt of loca l offici als .
It is only fair to add that if the iobless of Provid en ce had had a choice,
they would have been loath to gam ble on local com petence and profes
sionalis m . Unde r state-federal direct ion , th e poor of Rhode Island rc-
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<oons Kiernan to fJ.r1C\'. Ku\' ,0. I 'H~

IbId Dunn... claimed tha t the amount ur
m"Ot:\ spent bv thc Republi cans In the
p.iM eighteen mcnthc ","'3\ unpreced ented
and Ih.il the nc,", vonng machmcc •....... rc to

Marne r" r hi' own dc tcar. Du nne 10 Fai
le)' Dec 19. 1\1 \ .' Preerd ... nt ·s Ottiu.il File
,00.11,,:\ 90. Roose velt Lrbrarv
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ceived rela tively fair and uni form ass ista nce . But Providence govern
ment , de nied issues of substance , focused instead on the msuhstant ial
personal and eth nic rivalries .

The conventio nal vicw of th e Great Depression has fiscal necessity
forcing the federal govern ment and th e nation 's cities int o a new
partnership. Certainly many Cities across the cou ntry had nei the r th e
mean s nor the will to provide for the Depression 's victims. For these
cities the New Deal was a godsend . In the specific case of Providence.
however. the Ne w Dea l was less of a partnership and mo re of a buy -out ,
less a rescue from calamity and more a restructun ng of federalism on
term s favorable to and dictated by federal and sta te agencies.



Book Review

The Providence loumal: I JO Years. ByG .... RRETT D. BVRl\;ES and CHARLES

H. SPIl~1A!" .lProvidence : Providence Journal Company, 1980.465 pp.
lllustrario ns, appendices, bibliography and index. SH .50.1

The Providence lcumal first appeared as a daily ne wspaper on lulv
11, Ilh9. and since that date, It has seen the coming and gOing of more

than one hundred other Providence papers, over fort y of which were
daily publica tions. It has survived near-bankruptcy, fire, hurricanes,
parti san politics, and cut -throa t compet itio n to become the dominant
newspa per In Rhode Island and, according to Time magazine, " the
Consc ie nce oi New Engla nd ." Here is an institution that dese rves a
substantial histor y, but this r yoth annive rsary book by Gar rett Byrnes
and Charles Spilman fai ls to meet that need . While this may be a cof
fee-table book, it is not one to place on the she lf beside the likes of
Meyer Berger's and Harrison Salisbury's books on th e New York Times,
Chalmers Roberts 's work on th e Wa.~hmg t on Post, or Louis Lyons's
his tory of the Boston Globe .

Th e Providen ce Ioumal grew from th e older, semi-wee kly Manuia c
tu rers ' (}) Farmers' Ioumat when one of its competitors became a da ily
publicat ion . In its ea rly years th e loum al prom ot ed busi ness and indus
tr y in th e city and sought to advan ce Henr y Clay's "America n System ."
This devonon to Whig part y principles led to the newspaper 's evolvi ng
into a Repu blican part y organ under th e leadership of Henr y Bowen
Anthon y. From th e beginning. however, the ioumal was "a faithful Re
port er of th e PASSING N EWS," and the pract ice of sepa rating ne ws
from parusan opi nion attrac ted readers over the years and was a factor
In Its success .

Probably more Important in those vita l, early years were the acumen
and politica l connec tions of Henr y B. Amhon y, who beca me editor in
1838 and then pnncipal ow ne r unt il hi s death in 188.... . Byrnes and Spil
man do not make this POint: bu t had the polit ically ambi tious Am ho ny
been edi tor of a competing Republican paper, that paper might have
been th e survivor. not th e loumal. Anthony beca me a power III the
growing Repubhcan party of th e 1850Sand was sent to the Unite d States

Senate by the General Assem bly III 1858 an d served unuI 188.... . By then
the lcumal was Large and secure enough to tly without Republican su p-
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port; and under the editorshi p of Alfred M. Williams it adopted an inde
pendent line, wh ile gene rally endorsing Republican candidates. This
independence led the Rhode Island Republican party at its 1888 con
vention formally to excommunicate the newspaper, and never again
has the Ioumal been so close to any party. In 1906 th e grea t chiefta ins
of the Republican party, Senator Nelson W. Aldrich, wou ld-be senator
Samuel P. Colt , Ma rsden J. Perry, and former Ioumal edito r Richard S.
Howland. attempted to capture the newspaper to advance their politi
cal interests; but they were defeated by toumat stockholders and direc
tors Stephen O. Metcalf. Henry D. Sharpe, and William A. Hoppin .

The Providence toumat gamed national prominence under the edi 
torship of Iohn R. Rathom during World War I. Danng and flamboyant .
Rathom brought national attention to the toumal with hIS sensational
report s of German spying, espionage. and sabotage. Thr: finest section
of the present hook deals .....uh th e erugmanc, but colorful Rathom.
Byrnes and Spilman seck [0 uncover the mystery of Rathom 's origins.
ma rriages (he probably .....as never mamcd [Q lus Providence wife l. and
counter-espionage activities [some were Iabncatedl, They confess that
the tru th may never be knu..... n , but dunng the .....ar years , all over Amer
ica important ne .....spapers rep rinted stories that began , "T he Provr
dence Journal wi ll say this morning. . . . "

Anyone coming after Rathom .....ould appear grey by companson. but
the integrity and perspective of the loumal were restored by Sevelion
Brown. who became ma naging editor in 191 3. Brown led the news
pape r for the nex t th ree decades. He, David Patt en, and James B. Suck
ley made the Providence loumal a sta tewide newspap er by es tablish
ing new s bureaus throughout Rhode Island and nearby Mass achusetts.
Brown in sist ed that these offices be no mo re than twenty minut es from
any news event.

Over th e decades the Providence loum al Com pany grcw wit h the
city and stale. It adopt ed a ll the various services and features that char
acteri zed cit y newspap ers, and it branched into radio, gravure print ing,
and convent ional and cable television . While it is di fficu lt to judge
wh ether the loumal's polit ical end orsements cou nt for much at th e
poll s, its inves tigative report ing frequently has vis ible im pact. As th e
state's maier newspaper, when the loumal speaks, people listen.

Even if th e Providence toumal were not th e pnncipal newspaper in
Rhode Islan d, its age would demand a good history. But this book fails .
Appare ntly wri tten in haste and rus hed into pnm to meet the I 50th
anniversa ry deadline, what this book needed .....as a good editor. ThiS is
surprising since th e loumal prides usclf on good edmng an d the au
thors were th emselves former ed uors.

The authors diligently compi led their notes and used everyone of
them. Nothing seems to have been discarded, even If it meant concoct
ing an odds- and-ends chapter to accommodate unused items. Many
chapte rs are scissors-and- paste work , cum posed of as much as ~o per
cern quotations, endless quotations. Later chapters about newspaper
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columns, comics, art and authors degenerate into littl e more than lists
and disjointed comments . No elton was made to blend the work of the
two authors, with the result that the book abounds with redundancies.
The same stories and even the same quotations arc repeated In dif
ferem chapters. One reads the MOlY of the newspaper 's founding sev
eral times, the story of the Do n War twice, the deaths of George W.
Danielson and Henry Anthony th ree times, the rmprovmg of the Mer
gamhalcr linotype machmc twice, th at Mar y Barum's diary for 1888
was studded with references to cheques from the Providence Ioumal
twice, <lOU on and on. The G reat Gale of I HI <; is pic tu red twice because
It is dlSC USSt'd in tw o places. Th e same picture of the silver tray given
to Henry Anthon y by Providence ci tizens appears tw ice, They even
print a picture all egedly sho wing Ahraham Lincoln at Hanover Junc
tion , Pennsylvan ia, cn rou tc to deli ver his C ertsvburg Address. T he fact
that it is not a pictu re of Lincol n ha s been known since I ~ 'i 2 Another
pictu re captio n reduces Thomas Doy le's terms as Ma yor of Providen ce
from mnet een to th ree. It appea rs th at the wnters could not dec ide
what so rt oi approach to take, so th ey treat some thmas chro nologi
cally, others to pically, and many th ings repeatedly.

The book lacks an interpreta tive theme except to assert that the
newspaper succeeded because of Its high principles and outstanding
o....-ners. editors, and staff. A cnucal reader rccogmzcs that such a view
IS essentially ancestor wo rship. This is a history oi a successful enter
pose, so the au thors ' eyes are on that success. w hat is rrussmg is most
of the history of Providence and Rhode Island . You w ill not lea rn
much, if any thing, about urban growth, industr ial izat ion, im mi gra 
t ion , sta te politics, the labor movement, or workers. One docs not
lea rn mu ch about the state or city in whi ch th e newspaper grew or

lives, nor even. oddl y, wha t th e fourIJl1l thn ugh t abou t that state , ci ty,
or its peopl e. That would rak e a whol e different hook .

,

Rhode Island College I. STANl l Y LEMON S



IT'S HERE
PROVIDENCE
A PIODRIAL HISfORY
Patrick T.Conley one Paul Campbell

After almost one hundred years I' rm idence has a new hi-tory. Providence:
A PII"I"'1tI1 J/i Hofl" \\.II! ta ke you on a ca ptivating ..icual and narrauve
journey through the panorama of Providence hisrorv. Four hundred illustrations.
many pre\iou\ly unpublished. and an info rmative one hundred thousand word
text trace the gro wth and development of Rhod e lela nd 's "lively experiment"
fro m the ex ploration, of verrazva no to the futu ri..t ic Capi tal Center Project.
Discover Rhod e lvland 's capual cuy ,
O rd er Providence: A Pil'lo r /a/ Hivtorv ,,,,IIJI"

I hI' lilTgc l' I :!" II inch handsomely bo und 232 page book .s available from the Rhode Isla nd
Pubhca uonv Society 150 Benefit St. Providence, HI 0290J 1272·177fo)
" arne

A dd re-, -,

Send Copy (ie~) o f PrOl'idenn>: A P' l fOfW! lin to n at $ 19.95 each plu-, $ 1.50
pCh tailc and handhng \1\ check o r moncy o rde r ., enclosed .

A Gift for the Future

The Board of Trustees of the Rhode Island Historical Society would like you to
cons ider making the Society a beneficiary when you are preparing your will.
Such a bequest would help insure the Society's continuing efforts to collect, pre
serve, and int erpret Rhode Island's rich heritage. A bequest to the Society is
truly a gift to future generations of Rhode Islanders so that they may share in
the Societ y's services and programs.

Should you desire to include the Society as a beneficiary of an unrestricted
bequest when preparing your will , the following wording is suggested:

t give and bequeath to The Rhode Island Historical Society in Providence
in the Stat e of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations dollars
IS , for its general uses and purposes.

The Director of the Society will be happy to discuss this matter with you.
Gifts to the Society are deductible from federal estate and income taxes.

...,

The Rhode Island Histori cal Society
51 Power Street, Providence. Rhode Island 01')06
140 11 H I - 8PS
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Introducing
100Westminster Street

A new place to hank - and a ne w wa~' to bank-s
tha t ca n help ...uccc......ful people tak e co n trol of th eir

fi nancial affair....

100 \\'c...tmin ...ter Street i... a place where ucce......rul
people can lind virtually t·\"l''fY financial -c rvi -e they need .
delivered hy a talented g-roup of financial prott· ...... ionak.

Ir.... :J place where teller... and long line... have been
bani ...bed. a place where you deal with your own Clinll
Sn -;·i((, (Yli(('1"-an individual \\ hose job i... t i l he ...envitive
to your per...onal need... and pre ference ... - in a quiet,
comtortahlc. unhurried atmosphere.

;\ Io... t of all, 100 \\'c...tm in ...te r Street i... a place
where we've crea ted a new ':.:...(~\' to bank-a com pletelv
integrated financial rncchani ...m de...igncd to help
succev...(ul peop le take control of their fi nancial atiair ....

To lind out how 100 \\'e...tminste r Street em
helpyou, please call E Gregory Ahern at 401-1 1S-66")<).

..,.
~ IO((;'\\Cstminster Street

\I~mbo= r H > I c
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