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LHo/onx no rth alonx the Rlu("k, ' /tJm'
Canal .n rh.. lo:t'1II' mill \lie at Old
A~hr"n_ Qumm·/IIc. rh" I'XH
photoll faph ,how, ,h.'m'IIIn"IIX1S
mill and 1/\ IX." "tJn.;' add,rum
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Introduction

""-r h i~ issue ut Rhode Island Ha lon' hH;;U"C!'o on the pcnod of mdu...mal-
11 rzation in the Blacksumc River vall ey . Our pri nc ipa l article ... deal wit h
tw o sigmficaru enterp rise s 01 that per iod . the Blackstone Canal. an impressive
th ough short-lived proicct of ambmou ... local entrepreneurs. and th e carlv

mill village at Old A...hron In Oumn vulc. In many wave a microcosm 0 1

changes tha i the lnd uvmal Revoluuon hmught about .

Ht......idl·" exarrurung these eru crpnses, Ih." Issue has an addmonal purpose: to

show the imcrrcla uonvlup-, amon g the elt on... 01 tho ...c working to make th e
history of the pas t accessible 10

the present . Towa rd rha r end
..... c have also incl uded not es
hy the Rhode Islan d Hisroncal

Sllc il.." ty '" manusc rip t c u rat o r,

a planner for the Rhode Island
Dcpnrt mcru of Environmental
Ma nagem ent , and the cha ir rnun
oj the Blac kstone River Valley
Na uonal Heritage Corrido r
Com mi ...... ron . The latt er t wo

authors represent agenes es
curre ntly involved with pre

se rving the ar nfac t uul ht ... tory
uf t he Black stlllle Valley in

conjunction with the creation
uf ,1 linear park a long the river .

Together with rhe",e agencies,

t he n, we invite you to tour th e
Black... tone River valley, both

In t hto; Issue oi Rhode Is/and
11J.\lorf and in per...on .

lUAtz..r.rUIU: CA! "-U.
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Ship 's Captain, Shop 's Cotton:
Wilber Kelly and Early American
Industrialization

DOUG REYNOLDS
[

n the village of Qumnvillc 10 Lincoln , Rhode leland , across the Blackstone
River from Ashton 10 Cumberland, hes the wilber Kelly house and mill site.

The only rcm.nnmg structure nn the ~lte IS a onc-and-a .halt-storv Greek Re-
vival smglc-Iamilv house. prnh.lbly hurlt 10 IIns as a home for Wilber's son
Christopher, then the manager 01 the Lonsdale Company's factory there. From
the mid -182Ds to IS31 \\ 'illxr Kelly oversaw thi~ factory and It~ mill village
(wh ich still exists nearby! as the com pan y's chrct agent , while at the same ume
maintninmg an involvement in the construcuon and upcratmn oj the Blackstone
Canal, which ran , not comcrdcm al lv, through the middle of the sue. les.-. well
known than some of his husmes-, ae-ociatcs , Kelly nonethdes~ has a place in rhe
history of the Industrial Revolution in Rhode bland: he was nne of the men who
directed the monumen tal economic and ~ocial changes tha i were rransfomung
the face of the state dunng the early decades of the nineteenth cen tury.'

wilber {variously Wilhur or Wilhour! Kelly [Kel ley] was hum in 17K2 in Barn
stable, Massachusett s. Raised an Eprscopaha n like ma ny 10 the Rhode Island di re
to which he aspi red. Kelly move d to

Nort h Providence as a young ma n. r
Little else of his early years is known.'

.-,
I

•

I"tlO\"lDE'II ('l:

--

Kelly went to sea as a youth m rhc
m id to lat e 1790s, when coasta l and
in ternati onal shi pping under the
United Stat es flag reached an all- nmc
high. The success of thi s carrying trade
was a dir ect result of rhc Hnrish navy's
bloc kade of Europe dur ing the French
Revol ut ion and Napoleon ic Wars, a
bloc kade th at left the way dear for
American shippers to fill an mtcrn .r-
tional transporratmn void and help the nat ion pay off its debts from the Amen
can Revolut ion. Whi le this trade resulted in an undeclared naval .....ar with Prance
in 1796-97, it also resul ted in a tremendous demand for naval stores, sh ips, and
sailo rs. The shipping boom lasled until1HD7, when President leffcrson declared
an embargo on all Eu ropean trade to and trom American ports in order 10 avoid
the European confl icts and to punish Britain for 1I~ rcsmcnons on neutral
shipping by w u hholding ra..... man- ria ls. ' Kelly was twent y-five years old at
tha t time and probably had a decade of sea experience bcbmd him.

Doeg Reyn"IJ~ l ~ the ~ull hl~tonan 01
the Blackvnme River Valley ~atlOn;l1

Heruage Corndor Commls~ lUn_

Man y young men were drawn to the sea in the early national pe riod, but Willx"r
Kelly's rise and success we re less common. When he rnamed Abby Eliza
[somet im es Elizabeth}Whipple, the only daughter of d prominent Rhode Is land
family headed by Christopher Whipple, In (KID, he was twenty-eight years
old and a ship's captain for the Providence rncrcham linn of Brow n and lves .
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Ahhy was about twenty-th ree.' Kcllv app\.·ars to have cont inued in the service of
Brown and IVl' S during the W.1f oi 11'11 2, captaining a coastal merchant vesst:l in
those dangerous times.

As captain of the second Ann and Hurt', owned hy Brow n an d Ives lan d nam ed
ior the wives oi partners N icho las Brown and Thomas Povmon lvesl, Kell y sailed
irom the port oi Providence on 14 Augu ..t IXI ,'; hound for the Orient, The sh ip
carried 56,495 tons 01ca rgo and had thrrtv-two men on hoard. Kell y made the
~,64I-mile voyage irom Newport [(J Canton in only twe nty days. setting a s'-ccd
record for that route. The enure ioumev, as recorded by ihc ship's I{)~, covered
12,-«XJ miles in crghtv.tour davs. Kt:lly retu rned with rune hundred tons oi tea
tmm Nanking, Chma. Iron and blocked un wert: used as hallast.~

voyages sometime:'> proved pcnlou... The Ann and Hope once suffered ..cvcre
dam age in a storm and wa.. alrno..t wrecked while ..ailing to Europe under
Captain Kelly's drrecuon. On another occa ..run, whrlc the vevscl ....'us III Canton
pamally loaded w-nh cargo, Kelly roo k the unprecedented acnon ot ordering the
crc w ro stay on hoard ,1Od guard agatn ..t thieves and pillapng, then a common
problem for sh ips III that port Kelly had to quell the ensuing rebellion bv
rhrearcnmg to Stop the wage.. of .my man who dl..obeyed his order.'

Kell y had more than a managerial problem to th mk ul when he laced the sea
men's rebellion . A.. with all mercanti le voyage" 01 the era, the captai n had a
finan cial sta ke in this voyage Mcrcbam s tor factors], like the firm of Brown
and Ives. bou ght goods and consigned the m to ..hip capram.. for dehverv. Th e
captai n th en acted as an age nt in .sd ling th e good.. upon hi s arrival in th e des
ti nation port, finding buyers. dctcrmn una prices. making credit arrangements,
and otherwise oversee ing tra n..acnon ... For thi.. he earned a su bsran nal co m
mission . The captain ,11"0 pu rchased ";OllJS to hl· re turned to his hom e port, or
elsewhere as he saw fit , thereby gainin,.; ,I com mission on those goods as wel l.
A successful voyagv co uld I1ri ng hmh " Ipt'lim and merchant s J. small fortu ne."

In IHl6 Kelly becam e an inv e..tor in cott on man ufac turing when he and several
partners, including fellow Rhode Island manner Sam ue l Young, purchased th e
wcnscutr mill in North Providence. Hut difficult economic times ruled th e
postwar world, and Kelly lust his mvcstmcm in a shcr iff's sale in Septem her
IHl6 . IEdward Carrington, ,I pmmincnt mer chant and lat er a leader in rhc
turmutiun of the Blackstone Canal Company, bou ght the I11MI at auct ion I"
Such bankruptcies were a com mon occurrence at th is time.

In th e earl y to mid IH20s Kdl y captained sr nnll packe t ships, including the sloop
Richard Rush. making regular voya";l·S to Philadelphia and ot he r Atlanti c
scapons. Kell y also ..crvcd as .1 di rec tor of the Un ion Insuran ce Company 01

Providence during Ih is nrnc.wTbc
in surance md ustry had its root s In
shipping, with joint -st ock cornpar ucs
bei ng formed as ta r hack as the early
seven tee nth cen tury in ordcr to share
the bur den of lost ship ... The corporate
model developed lor shipping was easily
transferred to Insuran ce and banki ng and
thence to indust rial acnvruc....uch as
text ile manufact urt ng. Brown and lves
was amo ng the largest and earlu-sr
com mercial firms to follow rlu ..



•

"'\'.1 SH IP'S C APTA IN . SIIOI' SCOTTON

evolut ionary cou rse. an d Wilher Kelly's close nv..oc iation wit h the firm put h un in
a good posit ion (0 bot h understand and follow h is cmploycrstlcad .!'

The effects oi Rhod e Island's shitt from merchan t capita l to manu fact uring capita l
cannot he overes timated. Invest ments undertaken hy Rhode Island capnahsrs led
the na t ion in transforming hoth thl' ..udal relanons of production and corpora te
structure by crca ung rad ical ch;mgl's m standa rds oi hvmg, co nsurnpuon patterns,
the logic behind rcprodur tion, gender and erhmc rclanons. and other area.. of social
and economic life . Yet hu ..me .... pracucvv, including the usc of agents, bookkeeping,
marketi ng. and hilling, changed lillie m the transi tion ,

Kelly 's move mto insu rance and manutact urmj; was prompted hy a number 01 1.11.' ·

tors that would have led him to conclude that hi .. future lay nn land rather than
at sea. First wa.. the declmc of rbc Chma trade and the conunucd rise 01 coastal
shipping, surely J more mundane kind of commerce fur th e world-traveled Kelly
Further, the \\'hipph..· farmlv , 10tH whi ch he hold mamcd. had land holdmg-, along
rhc Blackstone River, holding.. whi ch could he exploucd for canal usc: 10 a rcxnm
rhat was being t ransformed into OIlL' oi th e densest manutactunng areas m the
world.I! Finally, rhc Kdlys had brought lou r children mto the world , and Kelly
wa.. no do ubt motivated hy hi .. tarmlv rc-ponstbrlmcs.!'

-

On lH November IfllJ Kelly purcha...cda com rollmg interest in (he forme r Smuh
field Co tton and woolen Company hom c.cur~c Ol ney lor live thousand dolla rs,
obrair ung fourteen oj t wenty-seven ...hares ,h well <IS the company's land. hUlhh n,t.:... .

an d equ ipment. In add ition, Kelly acqui red the r iKht ~ to U ...c an access mold ern..... ln,t.:

t he ncighbon ng land of Simon Whipple. The Oui nnvrllc snc, a li tt le mor... than ten
acres spli t down the m iddle by the Blackst on e River and a s luiceway for the mill' ...
waterpower, a lso contained J. saw nutl, nul l pnv ilcgc , and four dwellings.

T he Smi thfield Cutton an d w oolen Com pany h,IJ heen for med by Gt:Orgc
Olney and s ix part ne rs in HIO'J. Thei r m ill rcprc....crucd one oi the first efforts.
outside those of the Sla te r fam ily, to bnng mechanized te xti le spin ni ng to

America. Format ion of the co mpany W .IS pan ofa vcruablc hoom of mdustrt
alization along the Blac ksto ne River from IXO\) to lSI I , Du ring th is period
investors founded severa l dozen mill s a long th e river in Pawt ucket , Cumber.
land. Mendon, Uxbridge, and Millbury, as well as in com m ur un cs on an cillary
rivers like the Mill . Bran ch . Peters, West , and Mumford.

Ol ney and his pan ncrs-c-Sunon
w hippl e, George Sm ith , Thuma",
Arnold. loscph Wil kinson (all ol
Smit hfield, wh ich the n included
present -day Lincol n ], and Will iam
and Joseph Whipple (of Cumbcr.
lan dl-c-Ioundcd their firm .1:'>

co mmon tcnams. or on-sue
..ha rcholdcr.., on II Decem ber
1809. O ther agreements on thai
date empowered the Smnhncld
Cotton and Woo len Company to

assume collective co ntrol of the site'., waterpower and stipulated that Simon
Whipple was to bu ild a dam, wh ich W3S to be tested thoroughly ht:iore other
st ructures were erec ted. The owners abo agreed to use su rrounding woodlands
as the ir source of ti mber tor rhc ne w mill , and sho rtly thereafter they erected a
small sawmill for that purpose."
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Between 1810 and IH20 Olney and whipple also erected a gristmill and four
sm all but comtonahlc wor kers ' hom es. The 1.1J~e~t and most ela borate ot
the dwel lings wa s reserved for the agent. or m ill man ager. Local farmer and
mechanic Dexter Ballou was h ired to oversee the development and inst allat ion
oi carding and spmning equipment for the factor)'. Th e investors event ually
erected the mill Itse lf, a rwo-an d-a-half -srorv ",O·hy-f,()- foot structu re, in IBI5,
on ly afte r flood damage to the darn had been repai red . Bal lou huilt five ca rding
mach ines an d spmru ng machi nes , wi th a total of 251 spindles. A fift h home
was added to the srn- by UH9,1

Despite th e rapid creation of the company and agreements to further develop the
site, the m ill failed to produce any Significant amount of cloth goods. This failure
came abo ut large ly because of the economic dep ression that befell American
manufacturers with the end of the War (Ii lH11, Water-flow troubles continued to

plague the mill as wel l. In IH 17 Ballou , who had staved on to manage the factory
ior investors, pulled out all the machmerv and sold it to the new Lyman and
Bartlett mills at Woonsoc ket Fall... At that point the mill temporarily closed. ~

As a result of an unrecorded ioke by local pohncran and landowner Henry Scott,
the mill became known as the Sinkmg Fund ,'\\ 111. "The csrabbshmem I" ..mall
and been m ope ration but a ..hort time," rhc Census of Manufactures repor ted in
Decem ber 1820. The census taker, loscph Mann , not ed tha t the mill operated "'SO
spi ndles, using about three hundred pou nds of cotton per weck.v Thcsc ngu rcs
sUAAest that fewer than a dozen me n, women. and children, including
management. were invo lved in operating the mill .

Olney an d h is partners apparcmlv had ha d no new econom ic or social ideas in
mi nd when they Cleated the ir small fact ory an d commun ity , As their counter.
parts would elsewh ere, they simply imi ta ted the efforts of Samuel and John
Slate r. Th ey bu ilt th e hom es only to hou se worke rs, and they bought their
manufactur ing equipment . including new power looms to weave thread spun
on the srre, trom th e Wilkinson mach ine shill' and lithe r local csrabhs hrncnrs.
Yet the erection of gristmills and sawmills, as well as the conti n uation of suc h
agricultural activities as livestock raisill,g, marked a signi fican t economic nux.
Just how "revolutionary" Smi thfield's tndusmal revolution was remains un
open question. Th e firm 's founders did not ncccssartl v challenge the prevailing
agricultural way of life, as indus
tri ali st s did most runahl y at Lowell ,
Massachusett s. Inst ead , me chan ized
production was ofieJl'd as a com plement
or supplement to agricultur al life and
family-based prod ucn on."

There was, in fact , cons iderable dcharc
as to what role the factory should play in
American life. OPPOSition to the growth
of factories was fanned by the example of
England; Ameri can travelers the re saw
firstha nd the squalor, pove rty , and slums
associated with the earlier English mdusrnalizanon and often concluded tha t
suc h ills were the direct result of the ne w capnahsm. The deba te subsided on ly
when Rhode Islanders saw the comi ng uf the factory as bot h imrmnent and
necessary, a realization precipitat ed by the Em bargo of IH07 and the War of
1811, which prevent ed the tmportatinn 01goods from abroad.
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In strong and purposeful contra.., III En~b ..h manutact unng practices. there
emerged in this country two sepa rate an d <lIM in e! mo dels oi factory develop
nu -nt and management , both based In large PM! on moral considerat ions. The
mns visible model was the Walth am system . which was fully developed 31

Lowell. T hi s sys tem was characterized by large urban facron cs, iomt lv ow ned
by mos tly abse ntee stoc kholder... which earned out all m a nufacturing ope ration..
In the mass production of goods. The..c huge f a CW TII..·S employed hu nd red.., even
thousands, 0 1 unskilled }'oun,it female hands from rural farms. Strict control oj
both leisure and work nme a....urcd concerned parent ... oi their daughters '
continued moral punr v."

The Rhode bland svstem. on the: other hand, w as charactenzcd by smaller mills
performing only certain manutacrunng opcranons and gcncrallv emplovmg tew er
than a hundred .....orkers. These mills often hired several members ot a farmlv , or
even entire families . Millow ncr .. hou ..cd ..orne employees and their tarmhes m
small mdivrdual horne..- not In la rge, closely managed boardmghou ...cs. as at
Lowell-.....hilc also dra w m,li; on nearhy Iarm tami lies, ior labor.v Thc hcusmg
ow ned by Kelly consr ...ted 01 sepa rate ...tructurcs w uh small yards, erected ..... ithin
a hundred yards oi the mill . Cood.. and services were provided through a local
store opera ted by Charles Whipple, w ho apparently workcd clo ely with Kellv.
C iVIC msurunons such a.. churchc.. and temperance socrenc, 'ere founded and
overseen by the millo.....nc rs." Likt· most ot he r Rhode Island m ills , Kel ly's mill
w as owned (as sh ippmg businesses were! by a small crrch- oi Investors who
closely held a lim ited Issue oi stock. Ow ner ... m. nnramcd cont inui ng contact
wit h viflage life, factory work, and the wor ld ot mvcstrn cm.

The mill may seem li ke a far lc amfuuous cntcrpnsc than It act ually was.
Kelly had purcha ..cd perhap .. the mallc.. t m ill vi llage ever found ed in Rhode
Island; little had been added rot hc Smithfield Cotton an d Woo len Company
since I H19, and the ..ire ..till consisted 01 one iactory burldmg. five dwelling
hou ses, a stone saw m ill, and small outbuildin gs. Th e enure village occupied
seve nteen acres of land , much of it pas tu re. Kell y lived at the si te bet ween
I KB and 11331 on ly sporadically whi le also mum t.nr ung a residence in No rth
Providen ce . Ahuut I HJO he sett led on afflUl·nt Benefit Street in Provid en ce,
where he would live th e remainder 01 his life.

•

A writer record ed his impression of th e sue dur in>; the first boat voyage on
th e Black stone Canal (then stillunder con... tr uerion] on 4 lulv IS27:"At Kelly's
factory. J rem arkably nea t esrabli ...hmcnt di rect ly up on the ca na l, we wen
greet ed by th e snulmg faces of ...cores of nc.nlv dressed females who thronged
the window s of the lactory. T he hanks for some dista nce here arc lined with

good stone wall, and it IS
perhaps the pret ti est section
of the rou te up to Albion ." 11

Those workers living In m ill
housm g at the s ite , probab ly no
more than thirty, paid rem
thro ugh deductions from their
earn ings, as was the practi ce oi
the era." An account book from
the canal company records the
mam n cms delivered to the mill
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~ it(· irom December 1829 to May 1&30. These incl uded 20 hu ndreds (casbl 0 1

rnola .....e.., JXfl bushels of corn, small amounts of flour an d butter, more than a
rhoucand bus hels of salt , l ,lf~H pounds of ha y, and M ,IBH pound... of pla ...rcr ."
The importation of tood stuffs in late winter and carl .... sprmg, for human and
beas t alike, bespeaks the duncuh Iarmmg of the region . Many of these goods
were di recrl .... distributed to mill worke rs through credit at the compan ....... tore .
The large amount 0 1 plaster delivered indicat es that the ... to re supplied other
individuals In th e regmn h4:s ides mill workers, a ... there W3'" no s.ignificam
building program at the site at this ti me.

Two year.. lat er a ccnsu.. III manufactures recorded mo re det ail abou t the sue.
dcscnhmg it as a 1,200-spmd le cotton mil l whose sole source of power was water.
The ... tructure hou sed rlun v-Icu r looms. To ta l capn al mv c... tmcnt was rcpurtcdat
$.'W,{XXJ , Twel ve men , ;\7 wom en. and 11 childre n were employed, but th ere W ,I...

no Iisting of wage s hy sex or age. Th e average annual wagl' was S2S0, with a wor k
week of six l j-ho ur day... . T hese figures were com parable to those of other rrull ...
in the Black smnc Valley, although there were larger nu lls in the area. In Rhode
Island some 11 9 cotton mills existed in 1832 . T hese employed 1,7-1-1 men, 3,,'01
wome n, and 3,:'\:;0child ren and paid an aggregate wagv of $1,2 1-1,:;15; the IOt.11
value oi their prod uction was SI ,fl27,U-1_ ~ ;

A com parison 01 surname... on the few survi .... ing ca rlv payroll records ami on map ...
...hewing land ow ne rsh ip wnhm a mill' or ...0 0 1 the m ill otter... a picture oi where
some oi Kelly· labor torce came from . Ahour -10 percent 01 the workers li ... ted
on the payroll had sumamc-, that appear on local maps . sugge~t1n~ that Kdlv'."
....-orkers came from small ncarbv farms T he names Whlppk, Ttllmghast . and
Angell 10 these document." probably represent the poore r, dl ..rant rela tions of
some prominent Rhode Island families. Names 01 mall- adults are not common
to both payroll ... and map...-c-Phrhp Ti llinghast i... the sole excepuon-c-mdicanng
that men probab ly stayed on the farm while young wo me n turned to the rrullm
...upplcmcnt fami ly income. Male." list ed on the pa.... roll.. most likely lived with
their fam ilies in one 01 the lour m ill ho uses (no record ." of tena nt ... has bee n tou ndl.
Th ese ho me s were probably reserved for art i ...en s. mechanic s and supcrvi...nrs.:~

Th e mill sin - con tamcd nut on ly th e factory hut SU h... ranualclcmcrns of prcm 
dusttiul and mercantile culture as well. Kelly in fac t nucrut cd ,1 farm at the mil l.
~rowin,l.: hay and keepi ng live... roc k. includ ing hor ses fur the cana l to w barges.
and he apparently put valued factory operative.. to agricultural work in orde r to

re tai n the ir skills whe n demand ior texti le ... became slack. Th is practice became
com mon at each of the Lon..dale Company 's later tac turv sue." as wel l. The grist .
m ill seems to have been shut down before Kell y acqui red the site, hut the S.JW

mil l remained ope rauonal. Also on the site were hams lor ca ttle, horses, and
hay , a hug shed, an ICC house. an d a two-story co mpany sto re where worker ...
could buy toodsruffs and dry goods on credit.

Kelly probably bought the mill because of irs proxnnuy to the propo...cd Hlack-
... tone Ca nal. Like Nichola... Brown and T homas I'ovmon lves, he was closely
assoc iated wi th the Blackstone Canal Company, ...c rvrng on its hoard of director-,,
an d he had no obiccuon to allowing th e cana l to he cur through the m iddle of hi !>
lru le vill age in 1827 and IH2H. To the cont rary, Kelly bou ght the m ill s ite while
the preliminary planning for the canal wa... being car ried on , and it is likely that
his purchase was more than mere specu lat ion, his access to ins ide informa tio n
and his serv ice as a from im th e inves to rs sugges t that It wa ... more of a sure het.
Th e canal would lower freight and production cos t... at hi ... mill and create an
opportunity to expand both his com mercial and hi s rnen ufactunng tnt ere... t....
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In Septem ber linc, Kelly sold tll the Black stone Canal Company. iur tine dolla r.
the "f ree right an d prtvc lcgc 1~ll'llll rnnkca nav igable canal, towing paths. loc ks,
and bridges " through his tactorv vue . The panres agreed rhat the eXIstm~ mill
tre nch would he widened to thrrt v-trve teet and deepened to six feet (0 meet
canal spccmcauons. In order to make the route nav igable and "g in: greater
-ccumv to the ...a id dam and ab ut ments In tunc.. ot tlo od and frost ." Kell y d!..ll
agreed to extend the en-rem abu tment oj hi .. darn ru create .1 pond fur as far a..
his la nd extended above the darn .

A second agreement extended th e canal southward through Kellv's land at a level
consrsrcnr ....-nh the wat er k·..cl at ln-, darn . The ugrccmcrn stipulated that rock
walls would he Installed un both "'Ides ot the canal. Below the factory the canal
would he w ulcncd to fonv.tour teet dt the top and twcruv.tour tee t at the bonom
and deepened to "'IX feet . The canal companv w ould build t ....-o bridgc-, uvcr the
canal . one near thc s.lw m111 at rhc dam "suu able tor teams III pa-s" and another
near the tactorv ior toot pa-vcnxcrs • Kd ly rct.amcd all hshm~ ri~hts and w.I.s
allowed to take w atc r trum the canal ro po ....'\.·r hi- milt so long a-, the w utcr level
did not drop more than a ioot below hrs darn and "a mean vclocnv \IT current oi
not more tha n one mile per hour . be rn.umamcd." Kelly .I.Krt.....d III keep the
dam in good repair at his own expense. ~

In addition 1O scrvmg on the board 01 drrcctur-, 01 the Blacks tone Canal Company,
Kelly also sat on the hoard of the Lonsdale Wal CT Power Companv, an unchartered
corporanon fou nded hy Brown and lvcs wuh Ed....'a rd Camngton an d mhcr-, In 11'11:- .
A majority nt that buard's members. mcludmg Camngton, dlsn served on the canal
company's board. ln an dKfl·\.·ment SlKned on lx !\-1.J.y 11-11(" Kelly turned over di rect
co ntrol of h i" mill and vi ll.1Kl· to the Lonsdale Wan-r Power Co mpany uhcv are
listed among the company's first ,Issetsl In exc ha nge tor rune hundred dolla r... ,
Mock, and a pos it ion lor IIVl' hundred doll ars ,1 year as the co mp.mv v head agvru .
A ", agent. Kd ly was ~Iven tul l ChilfKl' 01 pu rch a-ang raw stock. coordmauna thc
sale of finished ~oods, an d mnint mrung the rrnll suc'c structures and mach mcrv.

Unde r Kell y's gu idance th e l'Ol11 p,1I1y bought addni onal ....... rates an d wat er nghr s
along th e Blackstone River in Srnnh ucl d and Cu mhcrland . Hy IH3:'i Lonsdale
officials had extended cont rol to about ·U:'i acre... from Scott "... Pond northward
Th e idea behind th e compan y's formal ion and land acq uisitions was to usc the
Blackst on e River bcuh as ,I source 01 pow er and ,I'" .m inexpen sive mc,lns 01
transportatlon . T(l~ .... thef thl' callal ;llld Lumd,tle cOllllul1les 'fl'present ....d th e
hes t interests of shippill,i; an d man uf;lCt urinKin Am .... ric.1I1 economic c han~e ,

intnest s that mclu J ed .1

contin ued Jependen ce on
d~ncul lu ral acti vity."

,,'

~

r,



S"'lITHFIELO

H SH l r'S CA PTA IN , SHOP 'S COTTON

Rhode Island 's tr ansit ion to mdust nahzauon, physically and socia lly less

drastic than w hat occurred at Lowell, proved to he both pragmat ic and idy llic .
T he m ill vi llage , no r the city or the farm , came to he seen as the most efficien t
and aes thetically agreea ble loca le for industrial development. Rura l m ills could
be located close to avai lable labor, as well as to ports and urban areas; they of
fered a mean s of su rvival to desperate fa rm fam ilies; and they were rcla uvelv
inexpensive to establish .

The evo lunon of factory management allowed time for considering the terms ui
industrial development . Rural values and ideals came to be mixed with the new

capitalist ideology 10 a persuasive argument tor both the moral and the matenal
salvanon of yeoman farm families , an argument rcflccung a recipe for nullown
ers ' parernahsm." Proponents of the Rhode Island system ot manufactunng argued
that wo rkers sought the mills nut 01 desperauon. and that mill work, mill housing,
and company stores were jar better than perpetual dcpnvauon. rural starvanon.
or urban slum hvmg." Moreover, mill villages Improved the crvtlrtv and morality
of their inhabitants, who otherwise would be among th e meanest and lowest class
of people. The system was commended not merely by an economy of scale but
by a moral eco nomy of ..calc. Wilhcr Kelly reflected th e nature and extent oj rhrs
pa ternalism, for example, when he responded to concerns ahout a buy sent to

work in the Lonsdale milk Kelly's emphasis on wage labo r rather than chanty,
an emphasis reflecting the subsmuuon of indu..rrial time discipline for the task
disciplmc of subsiste nce farmi ng, .. is sign ifica nt here a lso :

in answer to your mqumc-, re"J'Ct:lIn..: y"un..: Gnl';ln, I have to obscr-..e that he I"
In one of our mill" and I!> ..:elllnl'; lin very well. He apJ'COl T!> to be VCr)· well "Oltl~ ileJ

anJ harpy . I cunvcr..cd wuh hun ye"lerJa)' at the mill.ik <;.lIJ he should write vou
In a dav OTtwo. Our "upcnOlenJeOl ar rhc mill.. lake.. an mterest In his wcltarc and
willgive hun !':(Jod advice and will warch over hiS moral ...-c- trom pre..ern appeara nce
the youn..: man will !:cl on \'l'TV we ll. Should he ... rand In need oi money or any nthc r
a""i"tance we will "ec Ihat he b supphcd JKreeahly to YOUTrequest s. Ii he ha ... hi"
hcah h, his wages will supply hrrn wu h all the necessities he mav need"

Like paternal ism in the use of child lab or , sexu al divis ums of labor alo ng pat rtar
chal li ncs a lso made th e leap from farm to factory work . In pre industrial house,
hol ds the assignment of dav-ro-dav lash was dctcrrnin cd not only hy gender tra it s
such as strength hU I al so hv male cult ural dominance in matters of rel igion, poh
tics, and trade. Sign ifica ntly, wo me n typicall y perform ed the "hidden" work of
food , clothing, and other household produc no n, wh ile men were expec ted to

perform more vis ible pu hlic wor k. Wit h increas ing indust rtalizution. how ever,

women found th em sel ves even mort.' isola ted in the home or fact ory , while males.
wh o were more ap t 10 become agents, mobil e rvparrmcn. or ot he r " public worker","
often eniovcd in creased vis ibility, ...

Text ile manufacturing provi ded a good
example of this process. ThL' u ansit ional
period of tndustnahzanon. from 179.\ 10
about 1820, was ma rked by the "putt ing
out " or co tt age sys tem of textil e pro 

du ction, under which mal t.' merchant s
provided women wit h raw co tton or wool
for sp inning into thread or weaving into
cloth in thei r ho mes. " By uno, after the
introduc t ion of the power loom in Rhode
Island, both weav ing and spmrung began



4~ ~HIPS CA PTAIN, ~ H() r"S COTTON

to occur un der the facto ry roof. '" With the rise of the large-scale factory in the
]X30s and IS40s , product ion rasks began to he consistently joined, and sexual ly
defined , as standard management pracuc c."

A~ Gary Ku lik hOI." po inted out , man y of the men and wom en who came 10 rhc
mills carr ied a percept ron of facto ry wor k that de fied the enc roac hing wor ld of
indust rial producuon. 1 0011ln~ the facto ry work force otre n proved a severe hlow
to individual egos and econom ic expecta t ions [as well .1:0> 10 fam ilial pat ria rchal
aut ho rity I because wo rkers trequen rlv came to the factory afte r having tailed at
more traditional means oj survival. Factonc-, were .1 divrupuve force fur farmers
as well . Farmers had to accept a los-, of control over production and individual
decision maki ng, hut they did not like it , publicly they resisted the flood ing oi
lands hy new mill ponds, "unfair" raxat ron, road building. political divisions.
and the usurpation of water for mill power. The Widely dive rgent worlds of
mdusuv and agriculture were separated by social, econormc, and pohncal
tensions, tensions exernplmed by the Pawtucket weavers' strike oj IX24' "

Millowners capuahzcd un such threats til survr val as drought , flood, and mdebr 
edncss to draw labor to the mill, and they used th reats of expulsion to control
wage-earning farmhcs once they came, Evicuon could occur lor alcohol abuse.
adultery, or orhcr acts oj social deviance. The close contact that mill ma nagers
and lower-level m ill officia ls had wit h wo rker.. a llowed them 10 enforce disc i
pline not only on th e shop Hom hut also In the home and community .

n~IBl:HL \ '\D

--~- .. .-.. :
·:i:
.'

Wom en were encouraged to send ch ildre n to mil l iobs by necessi ty. As in farm
labor . large families were see n by borh In ...h and French Canadian imm igrant
workers as a way to supplement farr ulv mcornc. Ca tholic ism , rbc predom mant
religious afftl iarion not only of these xroups hut d[SO of lat er Polish, Italian, and
ot her immigrants, did lit tle 10 discou rage rhc prac tice of havi ng large fam ilie... or
(he widespread usc of child Iabor."

Th e Blackston e Valley 's ind usrna l revolution adop ted exisnng preind ustria l so
cial patterns, such as division'" of labor hasc d on age, gen der, and even rr hn icit y.
and applied them to the ne w wor ld of the factory. Slavery too conmbuted to th e
valley's indu stria l development by Iumi sh inza rapidly incr easing demand for
cot ton. The spread and stre ngthen ing of slavery in the l X:~[)s and ]S40s fuel ed th e
increasingly vocal and arti culat e abnli no msr mov ement in Rhode Island and else
where . Yet Kelly believed. like other paternalists, tha r th e instituuon of slavery
was beneficial not on ly to th e rcxnlc industry hut to Afncan -Am encans ,IS well.
In IIBS, in fact . Kelly joined d Rhode Island ant iaholi t ion isl moveme nt wh ich
sponsored large rall ies in Providence, Pawt uck et , Lime Rock, and Woon socket.
The organizers of these rall ie:- inc luded Kell y, exec ut ives from the fu m 01 Brow n
and Ives, Edward Carr ingt on. foh n Slater , and other tex tile magna tes." Alt hough
these men were sha ping a ne w set (If indust rial and soc ial structur es, thei r work

was firm ly roon-d in exisn ng
Institut ions, incl uding sla very ,
and thus their collective reac
tion to abol inonism was also a
defense of their lives and wor k.

Kelly's role m the Blackstone
Ca na l Company expa nded in the
IS20s, hut the cana l did not pros 
per. Alth ough it rema ined a vital
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link to both interior and exterior trade, it never blossomed in profi ts or trade as
had been opeirmsncallv predicted. Total tonnage leaving the Kclly site rose
dramatically in the canal's first years of operation, peaking at 29R tons in IK~I,

hut thereafter it appears to have leveled off at around 2.10 tons. Goods arriving at
the site dropped precipitously from a high oi 275 tons in IK3I to under so tons
du ring the remaining years of rhc canal's life, Most of this latter tonnage W,lS

probably cotton."

Prosperi ty and grow th gave Lonsdale Water Power Company officials the op
portunity to define and create a vernacu lar mill village in Lonsdale. one that
preconceived ideological and prac t ical needs. In 1831 wilber Kelly and the com
pany began building Lonsdale Mill No. I and the village of Lonsdale several miles
south oi the Quinnvi lle site. A small army of carpenters, masons, and laborers
burtt the mill, houses, a school, a church, ,I store, offices, and other buildings.
People were also hired to staff the village's institutions and provide other services
in the community. In the iollowing year spinning and weaving operations began
at the new village, ,IS did construction of Lonsdale Mill No.2. A good overland
road for year-round transport was also huih.':'

Included at Lonsdale were the central features and institutions of New Englund
village life: an Episcopal church, a school, an orderly town layout, and open areas,
all situated on a peninsula next to the river. But to the northwest, where the canal
separated from the river to cut the community off as an island of indust nahsm,
lay the huge factory complex of Rhode Island's second generation of mills. The
three a-story mill buildings dominated the physical landscape. The village, con 
structed for 565,000 between 1H31 and IKB, was one oi the lamest arul most
modern mill complexes in New England.

Kelly's role as chid agent placed him at the head of much oi the company's
growth. Lonsdale became the second largest textile finn in New England under
his direction, and Kelly himself became a major player in the nation's budding
industrial economy. Like other head agents, he was dependent upon a number of
people for his own success. He hired wholesalers and brokers, for example, ro sell
goods outside of Rhode Island. (In competitive or economically depressed limes,
such agents sometimes unknowingly sold produc ts at ,I loss, even undercutting
prices among themselves. I" Kelly 's success was affected too hy national events,
like President lackson's discontinuing the second national Bank of the United
States in 1832. The ensuing depression forced Kelly to suspend the production
of hea vy cloth and yarn III December 1:S,~4, continuing only the manufacture of
lighter cloth. He even tem porarily stopped shipping goods ru brokers and sold
only irom the mill as a way to raise demand and prices for finished cloth in ur
ban areas. Kelly saw these measures as "good managcrnem," by way of which he
could "con trol the market for several years"';;' He apparently put his mos t skilled
or valued workers to farm work in order to retain thei r talents; less-skilled work
ers were SImply sent away. Unemployed laborers probably returned to Iarm work
elsewhere, as other mill employment was generally unavailable.

When Kell y's dunes took him farther and farther from h is sma ll mtlltnow called
the Upper Mill) in Quinnville, he put his son Chr istopher in charge oi the SIte, and
Lonsdale Company directors agreed to erect a new cnc-and-a.half-storv dwelling
for him. T he com pany also agreed to build a home for Wilher in Lonsdale, but
he seems never to have left h is Benefit Stree t home in Providence for it. As the
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company matured and recovered [rom the dcprcsvum 01 the IH30-", its villages wok
on a more defimuvc and prosperous appearance . Farming operations were connn
Ut:J at each ot thcse vill3~cs even while rhc company huilt large r and larger mills ."

Kl'lIy helped the Lon...dale Company grow mto a truly national firm by cauuous lv
pushing both forward and outward . In IiU~ a group of mvestors-cmclu dmg Kellv.-;
who had created both ihc Blackstone Ca nal Company and the Lonsdale Company
joined together to create the Providence and Worcester Railroad. The Providence
and Worcester lunlt track (somet imes on the canal 's towpath ], bought engines and
cars, and began operation.. In 1841'1 . The new railroad would serve all th c Lon..dall,.'
Company's cornmunuics longer and more regularly than rbc canal ever had."

In IS·Ei the Lonsdale Company huih a .t-l·hy -.Vdo(J( stone addition to the corn

pany's first factory at Ouinnvtllc. nearly doubling the mill 10 size. and added .1

nc w turbine wheel . New textile equtpmcru was also Installed and the old muchm.
cry ..old to the Albion Mill . On .t June I loW} the Lonsdale directors raid S.B:) to
the Blackstone Canal Companv for land along the river and two canal locks near
Seon 's Pond, thereby con ..ohdanng that company's rem.nrnng land and water
rower in the hand-, 01 the Lonsdale Company."

By the t ime Wilber Kelly died 10 IX-l£" hi-, work as Lonsdale'< head agent had
helped propel the firm into a leadership positIOn dS nne of New England 's J.lr~l.'SI

texnle manufacturing compamcs. J\krehanls all along the East CO<lSt earned
Lonsdale Company cloth, which haJ a sohJ reputat ion as a w ell-made and
consistent produc t. The company had contacts with most of the m<l IOr brokers
anJ large reta il firms in the nanon. anJ it W;\ .. prui itm~ [00 from the country's
westward grow th , which he lped create new markets for n-rail sales <lS we ll as <I

continui ng expansion oj cotton-growi ng districts in nld and new slave states."

I \In llbl . !:

I
•

wil ber Kelly died a successfu l and prosperous man . He had both seen and overseen
the tu nda mental cccno nuc and social rransruons oi his era, from internatio nal
shipp ing to manutac tunng, and he h;IJ ... hoped new cultura l constructs. His influ 
ence can he seen today In Ouin nvillc. where his son 's home, the last remain ing
struc ture at the mil l site, sti ll st.mds. Ncar the house lie visible ele me nts 01bo th

hi s life an d the formida ble story of nin ctccruh -ccruu ry ind us trializat ion: pas tu re.... ,
the canal. a mill dam, facto ry hous ing, an d the facto ry s ite itsel f. Acro ss th e rive r
sta nds th e cu lmi na tio n of wha t Kelly had begun: the Lon sda le Company's hu ge
Iactorv ar Ash ton, surroundi ng the Providen ce and Worcester Railroad an d almost
under a modern highway bridge . Thi ... site represents the first an d last ~eneratintlS

of mills and mill life, the growt h of tr ansportation from dirt roads to can als to

rail roads to highways, and the
t ransru on s h om gns unills to

dcindusma hzanon. The site
hrin~s the intersecting clemcnr,
of Arncncan economic and social
hlswry toerher. t ransponaucn.
rnccharuzatmn, factory diSCI'
pl ine , and poli t ical and economic
power are represent ed here, all
.1.. Kelly's legacy .

-
-:~.... (
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The Wither Kcllv house and mill sue
ha~ been acquired h)' the Rhode leland
Depa rtment nl Envrrunmcnral
ManaKemem I"r mtcrpn-nvc .md
recreanonal pulJ"l_'~ Th ... Rhude
bland Parb A~"'lClallon IS hclpmg III

rC~lnf<: rh ... huu...... And the Blackst one
RI~'l;I vallcv Nallon,llknta.(l:
Cumdur ClImmlssmn ha~ a"l~tl:d 10
hlst"ne,1 n- .....a rch Thc presc m e~'o.l)'

l~ rr uendcd nnl d~ a uetmmve wurk
on the 'n · ~ '>IlClal "I tran~J"l,nall(ln

hl~IOI)' . th Loncdale Compsnv or
Kellv . hut rarh c, a~ an mrroducmm
and as a vumuluv 10 tunh... r
trucrpn..-rauon and rc.....arch

2 Th ...Kcllv obnuarv un he tound 10 Ii'll:
mmutl:S ot rh ... annual m\~tmJ: ui the
Lonsdale Comr.lO)'. 2<,1 {'I(:I 1i'l.If"
Lonsdale Cumpanv g ccord-, ..\1"" "'.
~UOJl:rtlUP 2. Sl:ncs B. .\ ' mu t\', .It
thc Rhnd\' Island HI, tun ca l "'-)(;ICI\'
IRIH"l The ohnuarv was al,o
pubhshcd in -c vcral RhuJc leland
ne ....spdrcr' nn Ihat date Hmh
mlurmauun IS Irnm .... an I'umt
Cemele", RecutJ~, Rill"

l)ou.l:la~~C Nt'nh. Thl' Enmoml<
Gm\\1h 0/ Ih.' flm led .~ l " re-.

P \IO- IHbOI Ncw Y"rk. II}Ml, ~)_5 1

.t, RhuJ.. 1-1'10'/ Am.-r luJn. 2" .....pt Ix 10

5, S...e lames It Ilcd..:es. rh,' flrnlVus "I
f'rovl<l<'nn' f'l'lIllulmn, . Th.·
NWt'/<'l'nth C.'lHur\·IPr"vllknt: ....
IWlSI.I.l"··H ,

6, [01 ..1. ; ",hlp's Lo..: uJ Ih~' Ann ami
H"rt'," RltlS; 'urv... y oi h'dn'll
Arch i vc ~ . Dlvlsl"n 01Comm unit },
Scrv lce I'r"gram s, WoTk, ['r()l:r~'s ,

Adm inIStraTion , " Sh ip, HCj;lStl:r, an J
Enroll men t' 01 1' r<>viI!L-nc.... RhoJ...
hlanJ. 177.~ ·II},N," I :N. t:llPV 'It Rill S

7, Hed/:es, Flwwns. l .ls ..tO

ll, Pet ... r 1 Coleman . The Tt'm~((J'm<lli"n

of Rhude hillml. 1JW).lk...OIW..... tJ"l'n,
Conn" IW'I..J!. ill

9 [k ed lrom ..hnl tl's sale. 2" O ... t. I !lIt>.
Edw ald Carnn..:"m Papn s. I'I<Hl2-U1.
RIH S K... lly may have be... n the
mill's a..:em , Th... 'Ill'" cun'l..t ...J III a
t h re~· ..tury mTIl . a "nrc, thrce hUlI'es.
and a dye hOlls", Thl' mill .Ipr<:ars 10
have been heaVily capitalized ,!Od
thereiore mure "lI0I<.'Cl to cconum lc
prohlems t han latn mIlls cunslructed
under Ihe Rhodc I..bod s)'stem

10. ProVlJence ,\ flC/Ocm m. 15 lune ]1'27.

11 Brown and Ives ...old Ihclr 1.I,t vessel.
the Han ovtr, 10 III.~ as they and
OIh~r I.l.mlltes used theIr tradlO"
wcahh to beRin manul.iClurm"
opcullons ut:hanah "'lIcn and

.IX s u n- S C APTA IN. SHOP'S COTTON

los hua Maurm were two other
prorruncm rcxule manulauurn,.
among many, who also TCCl'IVl·d rh...
palnma"l: or had the cunract s and
wealth neec""al)· to sut:ce"lulh
make the rranvmon trum ,hlppm"
O,h... r p rorruncm Rhtllk ! ..lanJ
mercantile iamlh...s 10 makc ,hiS
reancmon mclude the Nl"hlln.l:aks.
DeWohs. Olncv... "'mold,. .and
lJrpllts Between ]x 10 and IlsJO Rhode
Island's econormc lanJ cventuallv II,

social and cultural! lueblood "raduallv
changed trum arnercannle rn a manu
tacrunng b,asl.. See EJward Fldd.
cd .. Stale oi Rhode Island lind
l'rovtdence PI<J nl<Jtw m <JI the EnJ n /

th e Cemurv [Bocton, I 'Xl2f, 2 'J >!f,

12. A number oi .l:cnea],,,,,cs lur ~'.arl<lUs

branches 01 Rhode Island 's Whipple
iamlly have been comprled and .ITt.'
available .IT rhe Rhude Isl.JnJ
Hrstnn cal Socserv Ljhrarv Sun...,
however, ItSI the -occu.c branch
hum which Ahhy wac born Aohy
and WllbeT were maTllcd If, Au,;ust
1i«Jf> 10 Prllvld nce . Am/lld '~ \ 'Hul
Rel'orJs jPruvIJ nee , l'XlOl, 1:;:177

I.\. Thc chlldTe n wer... Ahhy Wh lpple
Kelly . Chnswphn Wh lppl... Kelh' .
G ...m );:e K... lly . and Rohe n L. ,wlS K... lly
Oau);:hlt:r Abhy 1I'I<lIn In ]Slll m,IIT1 ...d
into thc promlOent seA":OIn..: M.lur lO
iamlly. ChTl"1l>ph~·r and Gcur..:l.'
followed thcn lather 10 a m.lnulae ·
tu rlOgca rccr. RUN:rt w...nt d"wn un a
U,S. Na vy Vl'sscl dunn);: th~' CIvil War
Rhod... Isla nd OCllanm...m "i Ilcalrh.
[)IVISlllO 01 Vital Slall 'tlCs. Rhotll!
Island [)eath ln dl!x. 26 F ~o . IS7,t
COpy al RIHS. " Est,n ... 01 Wil h<.:r
K... lI y , "l'rn\' id~'n {;l· M UOl ~lpal CUlIt!
Record" I'nw idl:nct.' Wills. vol ... I.I·IS
II!06-4SI. on Ollcro iilm .It lUllS,
lunher j;cne alo.I:Y CBUlll'SY 01 k 1t
Kclly, a deseenJ ... n t 01 WHh,: t Kelly

l.t SmLlhlieid Tu wn lJ l:cds 1l:I}"'· IOJ ,
CHy c1crk's oilit:e, Cenllal Fall, C lly
HalL Th t: tenant~ ...... r... nm l'qual; th... y
plOpn nionally d l v l d ~·d sha r~'s hy t h...
am oum oi lan d or mon... y th.u ea~h

t:unt nbuted or m vcs tcd 01 th.·.'O
sharc\>,Simon Wh Ipple had 10;
Georgc Olncy. K; loseph Wllkm s" n. 5,
Wilham Wh Ipple. 2; Joseph Whipple,
2; Gcor~e Smi th, 2; and Thumas
Arnuld. I. Simon Wh ,ppl...wa .. a l !ca't
pamally oou"hl uut hy Olney shurt l)'
ai lc r the comrany wa \> jounded

I,. " Wilbe r Kelly A~cemem 10
Man ufact uTe al Ceor"c Olnc)'
Factory ." IS Ma~' unt>oCa rrlO.l:tnn
Paper s, oo lllJL The m illIS vanuu..ly
rcie rrcd to 10 pnmary sources as Ihe

Olnl'y nr Smuhneld Cotton and Wtll,l... n
Mtllfca . IIl IO· IIlIXI. SmklOJ: Fund M ill
lca lill6-lillOl, Kcllv f-,hll [ca . ISll
ISUI. and Uppct. Ashton. or lonsdale
MIll No. I rtrom (;3 , \Jl..UI.

It> Richard Raylc" , ed , 1115wn' vI I'WI"/
dcnce Coun/I' INl:" Yor k. 11:11}1 l, 2..'02

I' "United \tate~ Cl'n,uS 01 M.lnul.lclurm/:
h'l Massachllsells and Rhnde Island,"
]il20. on nucrohlrn at RIH... \ "N

rrnllowncrc, mcludrng those otrhc
Srmthncld Corr on and woolen Com
pan)'. rctuscd 10 provrde mformauon III

the ccncuv . census raker l(J<,Cph ...t an n
drd nO! actuallv \ '1'11 the tacrorv hut
recordcd hcarsa~' mtormauon

I" Ail..on Wheeler, " The Iorccs ot Indus-
t nahzauon and the Blackvronc .\ ' dn ui.IC·
turtng Company" tunpubhchcd honnr'
tht:,I". 8mwn UOI~·eT<I1)· . I'XII! '> , "'>'

]1} Th oma.. Dubhn, WomclI li t I, 'urk
'rh f' rrarl'll"rm<Jl",n ot Wo,k and
Communn v <1/ w we1l. 182t>·j 8f,()
jNew York , 197t.l1; Hannah loscphson.
Thl! G"ldl'lI Thr eudy New Enl(lund MJ11
{ . If" und .\ I"" lIuU ' l ~CW York . 1I}.II}1.

20. P... ,hap, Ih ... be", overvlc" oi t he Rho,ok
1, l.and 101 'Iaterl ..ystem OIl manuia~tuTm);:
I" lon.llhan Pru d... ·s "T h... St>Clal "~'sl~m

"I Early New En):I,m J Text ile .\till, ."
10 Thl' Nc..-l:nglunJ \\'''rkllll( CIa"
und lh., '''"'e..... L'II"" HI'/nfr. cd H... rber t
emman and nunalJ & 11 (UrhanJ . Ill.,
ly"Jt 'XJ-I27, Prud ... ·.. The Conung "I
Indll\lrlal Otdn ICamhri d..-:~ . ,\1'1" .•
Iy~nl eX.lmm...s Ih ... r:mergenc c and
prohlcms oi t hl' Rhode bland sy stem
10 t h... Wehst ~r. M,I~"T ehu sctt s . area

21 Fm t he work " f lemperan n · 'Iot:ietles.
, ......, "',g., "ClTcuIar III thl' T ...mpnan e...
S"': IC! I"" 10 Rholk Isla nd " lea Onoht:T
I"UI. Provld... ncit' ASSI >c ia tion oj Me·
ch"n lCsand Man uia ct urn s Cnlkctl<1O.
snlcs ,~ . 'lVcr..iz... I'I<J ll 7. RIHS, Th IS
cLTcular, whIch read .. Ilk... .I who's whn
01 Rh",.k Island 'S ma nUI;l{;\Unn);: dite,
nolest hal in Sla tc rs\'ilk " an adJres>
w~s l: lv en hy Mr . Arnnld Builum . an d
a consmut ion proJ"lysed. on t h ~ pnnclple
0 1 Tota l AO'lln ... nce , to whlch.I" rer
sons. oj ro th "C'lll:S. at ont:e slIhsc nhed
IhelT na mn Tht' Wile of nn... oi Ihe
prmCipal manli laeturc rs was thc lIf';t to

set an exampl...10 th... fem ales to Jo:lve
, heIr countcn~nce to Ih ls ~ureSl s.1ic·
.l:uaTd lor Ih ... ,r husha.nob . -.ons and
orothcr~ . a~mst thc b tal mHuence
nl Ihe "lelal gla"s, so dl'StruCIl~'e 10
domesllc happm~ss. "

22 . ProvIJenct' MJCTOCmm. .5 july lit2~.

,!.l. Sec:da"I'I<1(lk, and lOumal, 10 lonstiale
Cumpam' R...cords, .\ 'SS 9. "UOJl:TOUP 2.



Sef1t:~ R All ut Ih., volumes In thIs
senes varlousl)' list such ace .. untc ,
burrhcv ..I"nOI drctmgur-h Ihe Upper
Mdl vue trom the cnmrJn)", other
manutac runng locamms Chnstophcr
Whlrrk Kdlv I~ hvrcd as pavme IW"
doJli1f~ a ..-cck tor board and eamm1/:
CIl:hl dollars a ....-ck lor ...a"es as
supervisor ot ibc Ii.dh Sill' th rough
1"''-' In m l, 101. rr 110,1""

2.1 e ccoum !>u..k "I Amhony Chace.
Rlackswne ComJI Companv
Collecnon . AmeneJn Anuquanan
Soocrv, ....."n:estO:I . \1.a"

15 "Documcnr, Relatlv( til the
\lJnuIJClUre~ In th e U S" j I i'l121,
rcpnmcd In Gan Kulik el al ,The
S ew i nJ{/,m.! ,\ !lJI \'I l/u,'{t' ICamhnd"e,
.\t.Jss" 1<;Ii'l2 1. 11/1 Lar...:er rmllv were
the l"'Jllck \tlll~ com pk x In
Wa{V;lck , wllh 2"00.0(10 splnJ1cs.
and AIm,·, 8ro... n..md stun al
Slalcr~vlll( , wnh 2-10 ,lXXJspindles
Further ....a..:( data drawn irnm
Lonsdale Cornpanv Recnrds. MSS 9,
~UhKIIlUP 2, "'<:rles f\. v.. l-, »j and 101

y, Lonsdale Comp.lnv Records . M'i.S
'l . vubgroup 1, -.o:ncs II, v"ls i'l2 and
101.; " Sm lthhe ld." Ii'I~O Unlled
Sta tes Census. M;h s.leh u, e lh ;lnd
Rhode Is land, un mlf,:r"hlm .It Ril lS

21. Smuhileld To ... n Deed, 11:1">1),::; I

1!'! , lh ld , The revns.· ' ''c' urred , Thl'
f.1l'tory was hUlll "n tnp " i Ihe canal
wall w hn l' the towp.ll h would have
/:one , maklnlo; hor se pa~s;ll(e Inr ha r..:c·
mw mg Impo,slhk

2'J Ihll.!. , 2.1'l

,~O. IhIJ ., 2::;0·::;1; " Kdly AKr l'.'m c·nt In

Man ula ClUT<' 'u Ol n,,)' F;K tnry"

,ll " LanJ Ownl'J hy the Lon'dak
Company at Uprcr Mill ." Lon'dilll'
Oay & xlk , LllnsJ; lk Company
Rl'COlds, M SS 'l . suh"roup 2, S<:TlC'S 8,
vol. liS; Smllhilcld Tow n lJeeds
17:1.'>0·:',] Conllnu<:d land aC4uISI'
uons h<:tw<:cn ums,Jal<: and Ashllln m
l i'I....~ "'ouIJ kaJ w <: har..:cs Ihal Ihe
company \oo'as allempttn..: ttl mnnnr"·
liz~ la nd and wa lcr rt,l:hlS See Ed...ard
, H" ,·dc·n. eJ . C um pcr /a nd, Hhwt'
hland,hd ~d . IC um h<:r1anJ. 197"'1.

,l ! '>cc. C,I:,. Rlch.ud E. Grc"n"'''od,
" Za chan ;lh Allen .Ind Ihe Archll''ClUre
ot InJuslnal Palemdhsffi ," Hhode
h lund Hl'/<>n' -I'" ( l 'l i'l7·1\1I1: 117· IYi.

3J Brooke Hindle and Steven luhar,
EnXIne" VI Chan1/:e' The Amt'rTfan
IndustrJlJl Hevolu/ /f>n IWdshln ,l:lnn,
DC. 191\1\1, 1'l7; Gdr)' Kulik , ..Pol ... ·
IUcket Vllld~e anJ the SllIke- ot 1i'l2-l
The OT1,i:Ln~01 Class Conll" l In

.rv SH IP'S CAPTAIN. SHO P'S cot-row

Rhode lsl.and. " RadJctlllll.lf"'.I·
R t'\'leW 17 (Spfl n,l: I'l7!'!1: I t

J-I See , e.g., Hn he..n Gutman. Work
C ulture and 5 '1(' 1<'1\' In lndu'U l<l It:: In.~

Amnlfu (l\'e... Yurk ,I'l7] !, I\I ·I\ .~

.'1 '> Kdly til joseph Hatch, I...: Apr II\H,
Lonsdale Compdn~' Record- MCiCi 'l ,
subgroup 2, <;cries D. vol. \ Hatc h
"'as the parent or guanhan 01 rhc
hoy In quesuon.

36, Iacquclvn Dowd Hall et OIL , LIke tI

f umJlr The .\ lu klnXuf tI Sou th ern
CO/IOn .\ 1111 wmld IC hdpd HIll , x .c
I'l1\7 1. 1.:;!-."". A con curren t ar"um"n!
lor males sU~."Sh less uolatnm ,il

work hUI /treal"r I...-Jlallon In Ih e corn
mumty. comrrhuung III prohkms
such dS ma le alcohohsm .

37 See . <: .1:., Records 01 the BI.achwn.·
."'anulaClunn,i: Companv . RUle;.

,1ii Power looms carne lU Rhude leland
In 1111 :;' xc l..ul 1'<",lcl ,'1" hanl\,
..All Othe-r lnvcrmons w ere Thrown
mto the Shade- Development 01 the
Powe r loom m Rhude IS];InJ. 11\10·
18.30, " m DouJl:las .\1. Revnoldv and
""dOOI')' Mvcr s. eds., WmklnX In Ih e'
HllJckslonc RH·..., ~'al/t'\- Expl",mx
rhf' 1/erJltlXc oi Indu,lt lalu c1t llm
(J'ru "'l dcnc~ . IW l l, N-1I1.

.N. HtnJI ~ anJ Luhar, 1:nXII1'" of Ch'JIlX" ,
IY"'.

-tu. Gary Kulik , " Paw tu c k~ t V llla~.· . "

III-I'l .

-II 8 ... 1i'l20 u"'n 50 p.'rcent 'I t thc
ope rat1"es m a n~',L: I\T n HLIl'b tllne
Valley leHl1e lae wry werl' lu ..."nllcs.
Thc' po:rC l'nt 'l~c d"l' 1ined wlIh tl'ch ·
nlllo)/;ICallmpmVenlClltS m Ihe ne XI
d...ca de, hut ch ild wllrk n s !<'nlillllc'c!
IIlt C/:;r.11 tu factory pwd U<:u " n III thc'
va lle y. Th cl r ch id ta sks tn ...o l...<:d m"v·
In!,: rdW ' Ioc k through th~ pm J uClllln
proce~ s or dSSIS ttnl: aduh "1',.. rJ ILV <:s In
Ihelr inhs , They wmked thc' ,aml' I" n..:
huur~;I ~ adulls hut suikrcd mo rc Ion..:·
ler m ctlel"l~. tndudtn!,: ea rlv Jealh h om
hrown-Iun" JIs~as~s S<:" HhoJj' hla1td
Facton' fn~peu(Jr Anmwl Rq'<>"s.
hN4-1'l1 1. must uf which Indude
mfunnallon nn Ihe condnwns ul
child lahol. The IH9-1 repun nn lc·d
Iha t Ihe lrue cundLllons 'II yuun~
worker~ we re dl tflcult 10 delermme
fu lly and accura lely hoc'cause Ih<:le
we re no penailles .a~.unsl empl'>\'<:Is
and no accurate r~cord·h'eptn~

~y~tem~. anJ becau"",, parcnts as
wcll as f'mplo)'ers and ",hooh nllen
Ilcdahoul a chlld '~ .I..:e .ln 1119-1
the tnspcclOr was r~sl'<m~lhl~ lo r
accurate ln~pccllons01 I "i'lI;lctnrte~
m ",-,"en monlh~ ChIld lahor po:rsISled

rn Rhude leland urmlthc p;l~,al(e

or the fair Labor Standards An In 19,'1H

.t1 Iohn G Ilkeson. .\!Iddlt·-Clil'"
/ 'rr>\' ld,'nfC . 1 ~20- 1 1,}.JO lPrm cew n.
:-.01. 1'l""'L W .

H Tonnage InJcx h)' -uc [IH.lEI, Black 
-ronc Canal Com pan,' CollecllClo. hox I

-1-1 Sec ,"1 LnU l e~. 14 Fd' , 7 lun<: , 22 Au.o:
IK~-I and 1" Feh . W.\1a" lid::;,
l<lOsd.ale Companv Records ." 5S 'l.
suh~roul' 2, ""TIes A. vel . 1

~ :, sec Kclh 10 I .\ 1 Btuwn .InJ .\ 1. L ll'l<oh,
(, Mal IK~-I , Lonsdale Company RccnrJs ,
\ le;s 'l . vubgroup ,l, ~ene~ D, "01 I

4(, Kelh 10 --- Porsvrh . 22 Dec. IK\..\.
L on-dale Companv Records. ."'S\ 'l .
vuhgr oup 2, "-'TIl'S D. "'01.1

-1 7 Lonsdale warcr P"W<:l Companv
otncralv changed Ih" name 01 the linn
fU Lonsdale Cumpan" rn II",l-l The
Incorpnrators were Nrcholav BTUwn.
lohn Carter Brown. Thomas Povmon
I... cs , :-'lO'ioCS Brown lve- . Robert HJI~
lvcv [all pa rtner' III the nrm 01 BWI<o'n
and lvcsl, Edward Cammnon. and Wllhoc'r
g cllv l"'umcruus dCC"UnI books In .....ncs
B uf the- Lonsdale Companv Records list
Uppo:r M ill weekly proUucuon h~' dolla r
,'alue x'TlC'S 8 aC<:Clunt hc.x,ks lor IK~,

Indlcale that ChTlswphcr I'd '" was sull
Ihe " n·Slle mi ll mana~f;f; -.:e, e .)/; "'01.4,
p l L'i G eorJl:e Kl"I ly wa s tu lh- m ..."I ...ed
In Ihc cuml'any at Lnnsd.lI l'; .;n· vol KI,

p ,N. "I Ihc' ,amc collecuem. Rohf;fl
Kelly, t hc yuun..:est 'em. would Ieavc
Rho,k IsI.lOd for N~w Ynrk; Sl'e Ielln
lrom H A. Sm vl he lLl Wd her Kellv,-I
Apr IH45, Wil ber Kelly File . RIllS

·111. Richard E. Gr eenw nod , " H i ~llll)' "i
Ih" 81.1c·kslOne Candl" lunpuhlishc d
m,lllu sn ipt in rllsse ~~ion oi Ih.· a\llhurl.
'l2 . Th e trJnsic r ," canal co m pany a"'c"
to the I'mvld" nce an J Worecstcr RJ II
roaJ IS iu rth" r de la lled in M ln ules, 11
Nu\' . IM/i. 'l Ma r. 11"-17, and 2YOn .
IH-I'l, LCJn~dale Comrany Record,.
MSS 9, , uh,L:flIup 2. se ne... A. \'01 I

4'l Kd ly, wllh other mW~lOrs , a,h'd Ihe
Rhude Island Iepsl.llUre- In d"'snl"e the
canal comrany III 1...-11 anJ s uccc<'dln~

yea rs. hut mlllnwn<: rs i ...;IreJ that .IresuIt 
In~ lack " f dam, ednal , ;Ind rc..... rvellr
malnlenJn<:e would he de~trueuvc to

t he l.lc ln n l's the)' h;ld bUIlt .Ind dda,·.'d
dls,"olutlon unlIII8-1i1 , lonsdale Com
pany A nnu.l] Ciulement. lI'.1~, Lu nsdale
Comp.an,· Rccnrd~ , M S5 9, ~u~oup 2,
1if;ne~ A. "'01 I , M ln utes ,lanu.l ry IR'>O.

<;0 Th e comp.any·s ext...nSlve husmcss
correspondence ha~ been :'>a"ed In !cHCf
hook~ , Ser wnwle Comp.any R~cOfd.s,

M5S 'l , suhl:t0up 2. !ioCrtc"s D.
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RICHARD E. GREEN WOO D

Richard G reenwood I' the PHljCl'I
review coordinator oj tbc Rhode bland
Hrsrorical Prcscrvauon Corumivsion

Natural Run and Artificial Falls:
Waterpower and the Blackstone Canal

(1)\ n 7 October IK2H the LId)' Caniraum arrived in Worcester, Ma-sachusetts,
\\J} the tirst vessel to complete the fortv-tivc-nulc trip trom Providence on rb...
Blackstonc Canal. The iVorcl's ter st». which proudly reported the event under
"SHIP NEWS For Port of worcester." dcscribcda cclcbranon worthy of the Fourth
of Iuly, marked hy "incessant cheers, thunders ot cannon and peals 01 hells ." \Vith
Governor Lincoln at th ... ir head. a host of digmtartcs board...d the vcsscl-,.a hand
some white packet boat with red curtains and cushioned and carpvn-d interHlr 
edified the crowd with a series of speechcs. and concluded the aifair with ,I

celebratory h,J11LIUl.'t .1

The fervor 01 this reception (.....-hich echoed a similar response to the Ladv Cu

t ington'v maiden voyage in Rhode Island several months earhcncxcmphficd the
great expectations that the canal excited through the Blackstone River valley .
The canal's chid promoters, the merchants and husincssrncn of Providence and
worcester. had begun in ]H2'2 to make grand predictions ior the success of the
venture and the hcucficml effects it would have on the surrounding countryside .
With iv. dramatic irnprovem... nt over the I'xisting means of overland transponanon,
the canal promised to forge a mutually beneficial economic link between farmers ,
artisans, manufacturers, and merchants. from rhc fertile expanses of Worcester
County , where commercial production was hampered by the 1.1Ck of ntfordahlc
markets, through the burgeoning industrial corridor along the Blackstone River ,
to the busy wharves 01 Providence, where the owners uf coastal traders and tar
ranging EaS! lndiamcn assembled diverse cargoes for export and dispersed their
equally varied imports tor local retail.

Despite this enthusiastic beginning. the Blackstone Canal proved 10 be a major
disappointment to its hackers. By IR49, when tbe canal company officially drs
solved, the project had absorbed 57;';0,000 in costs while paylng hack In dividends
the grand total of $2.7S per share . As Welcome Arnold Greene noted ill his Provi 
dence l']llnliltiom for Two Hundred and Fiitv Yem'i, the canal was a commercial
"failure, the most disastrous one that, up to t hat time, Providence capitahsts had
ever been engaged in " 1

But as Greene also pointed out, the full
measure of the canal's eHeet on the Black -
stone Valley cannot be found in the com
pany ledgers that now repose in the Rhode
Island Historical Society Library. As early
as ]837 William Lincoln observed that the
canal was of greater benefit to the public
than to the owners. The canal may in fact
he said to have benefited the valley as
a whole, and particularly the town of
Worcester, where it proved to he a
powerful catalyst in stimulating growth
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in commerce, industry, and population. Between 1825 and 18J5 Worcester's
population swelled from 3,600 to 6,600, a greater increase in one decade than
had occurred in the previous six decades combined.'

This stimulating effect on the Blackstone Valley demonstrated the fundamental
accuracy of the canal promoters' economic analysis. Technical limitations and,
finally, obsolescence kept the canal from realizing its full potential. Yet at the
same time that its inadequacies as a transportation system were hampering its
commercial success, the Blackstone Canal acted as a great hydraulic engineering
system, a malar force in th e industrial development of the Blackstone River as
the "hardest-working river in America ." In Iact , long after the canal company
ceased operations, elements of the canal remained in productive industrial usc ,
exploited for both power and water.

Th e story of the canal's failures and successes provides an illununaung per
spective on the interplay between transportation , industry, engineering, and
economic development at a time when th e Blackstone Valley was at the fore
front of America's Industrial Revolution . Like much Rhode Island history, it
is also a story rich in irony and contradiction .

The Blackstone River rises in the eastern uplands of Worcester County, Massa
chusetts, and makes its way south over rocky upland to the head of Narragansett
Bay at Providence, draining an area of SolOsquare miles, one-th ird of which is In

Rhode Island. Though not a large river, the Blackstone is an active cmc, descend
ing 438 feet in a rapid 4S-mile course. As early as 1672 the energy of the river 's
tall was being harnessed by settlers at the Pawtucket Falls ; hy the t ime of its
peak industrial usc in the twentieth century, there were th irty -four dams along
the river, eleven of them in Rhode Island, utilizing 409 feet of th e river's fall.

While the river itself was not readily usable for travel, the Blackstone Valley did
serve as a natural transportation corridor for north-south travel. Indian trails were
adapted for colonial roads, and by the early nineteenth century turnpikes ran
from Providence to northern Rhode Island and central Massachusetts along th e
ridges above the river. The Idea of a canal up the H1ackstone River to Worcester
and beyond was first proposed by [ohn Brown, of Providence's leading merchant
family , in the I790s . The source of Brown 's inspiration was the extensive sys-
tem of artificial waterways, built by private companies, that he had observed in
England.' A company was chartered in Rhode Island to construct rhc canal, hut
the merchants of Boston, fearful of Rhode Island's engrossing the products of their
hinterland, succeeded in blocking passage of a Massachusetts charter, thereby
frustrating the plan.

.'
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The building of the Eric Canal [begun in 1/\III served to reawaken interest in a
Blackstone Valley canal in the early Is20s. Arguments that lohn Brown had made
for the canal in 1796 still held true . Overland transportation remained slow , labo
rious, and costly; it could take up 10 two davs to travel only thirty-five miles in
a light coach , while heavily laden wagons rook even longer, with a freighting
cost-e-eight dollars per tun-that was exorbitant . As Brown had noted, "A great
number of valuable articles such a:. Timber, Wond, Stone. Ore, Coal es.c. at a
greater distance than twenty Miles from any Market cannot hear the Expcncc 01
Land Carriage with profn to the Proprietor &. consequently must either lie
useless, or he sold m the neighbourhood at very low prices.,,'

This country produce was an csccrmal mgrcdrent for manumc and domestic com
merce. Ii It could be brought to market more cheaply and efficiently, It would
stimulate both production and commerce. thus benefiting both rhc countryman
and the city merchant .

The argument was further bolsrcrcd hy the recent emergence of a nc w economic
force-c-rexrile manutactunng-cwhrch had spread up the Blackstone Valley irom
ItS point of origin In Pawtucker . New textile factones. whrch had to locate w here
.....aterpower wa~ available. etten In remote locations, bad considerable transpor
tation needs both In obtammg r.1W rnarcnals and equipment and in supplvmg
finished goods to market . Moreover, the villages associated wuh rhese iaeturit's
represented significant new markets for domest ic traders.

In 1!'I22 meetings were held In Providence and Worcester, committees were
formed, and Beniamin Wright, chief engineer of the middle section ui rhc Eric
Canal , was hued by the canal promoters to undertake .1 topographical survey
of the proposed route. Holmes Hutchinson. another veteran oi the Eric Canal,
conducted the survey under wnghr's supervision. The engineers' report was a
favorable one and called for a fon y-Iivc mile canal, partially in a dug trench and
partially by slackwater navigauon in the Blackstone and Moshassuck rivers.
Wright proposed sixty-two wooden locks on the canal, though th is proposal
would later be amended to Ionv-ciglu stone locks and one of wood.

As in 1796, the principal support for the canal protect carne from the merchants
of Providence, Investment capital was relatively plentiful in Providence in
thc early IS20s. Over the preceding decades the town's merchants had pros
pcrcd in trade in the Orient, the Haluc Sea, and the South Seas, and large and
small merchants alike were searching for places to invest their profits. Textile
manufactu ring had already anractcd much of their capital and would continue
to do so. However, for a generation of businessmen who had served their
apprenticeships on merchantmen and in coununghouscs from Providence to

Canton, the commercial orientation remained strong, and the Pruvrdcnce-to
Worcester canal, which promised to enrich the town through domestic
commerce, became an anracnve pmposrttnn .

:~~':::l:i!;;;;;;=:------:::::-~ The major promoters were

"li~'OC==~~~t:l~ Nicholas Brown, a nephew of
... John Brown; his brother-in-law

and partner, Thomas Povmon lvcs.
and Edward Carrington. Between
them these three men owned
one-seventh of Providence's total
wealth . As was traditionally the
case in a society of mannme
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traders. the launching of a vent urc hy major capu ahs rs attracted the support of

other investors. both IJrge and small.

The canal proposal was cnrhu ..msucallv greeted m Worcester . where hu ...me ......
and political leaders took th e uuuauvc in promonnx it. Chief proponents
mcluded Iohn Davis. who wa... to become Ma......achu...cu ... governor in 1034;

'Md, /nIOIl" C,mil/ · Or! P<l1/l I Illf;: bv
uri uWIfl \·m"u., lIrllll, u n a 11'21'·I I1· jl'
Ril l." Col/ ,' , II1ln (RIfI :O JJII7/

Levi Lincoln, who preceded him a... governor; and Stephen Sali...bury , a merchant
and capitalist who wa... a rnaior ... pun ...or of Worce ... rcr 's industrial growth. The wor.

enter promoters placed their pennon before the Gene ral Court of Mas ...acbuscus
in Jan uary 1813. T his pcut ion met with none oi the Oh...mclc ... that had hindered
it ... predecessors. a success which pruhnhly reflected the increased strength uf
Worcester's legislunve dclcganou The Ccncral Court issued a charter for the
Blackstone Canal Company In the ...a rne ...cs ... ion.

The Rhode Islan d prutnotcrs, headed hy Edward Carrington, petitioned the General
Assembly in January as well, hut considcranon was po... tponcd uruil the lunc ",cs
sion . The legislarurc's delay wa ... a sigmficam one that marked the presence of

seriou ... concerns abou t the canal arnung a powerful mtcrcst group. the manufac
turers along the lower Blackstone River ,

The contiguous village... oi Valley Fall~ . Ccmrn! Falls , and Pawtucket consur urcd
one of rhe oldest and den...e<,t conccm ramms oj water-powered manufacrunng in
the region and the country . Manutacturmg W ;IS already a long-established presence
at the Pawtucket Fall... when Samuel Slater arrived there in 1790. iron working was
the village's best-known activity at that nmc. though slupbuildmg and a variety
01 crafts flourished a... well . The prmcrpul n onworkers were the Ienks family , who
esrabli ...hcd the fir... t Iorge here in 1671, and the Wilkmsons, who arrived after the
Revolution . These men cmovcd con....dcrable reputations for their enterprise and
their inventiveness. Slater's establishment of the count ry's first successful textil e
factory , an undertaking largely dependent on rhrs community of artisans. began
to change the character of Pawruckcr indu... try almost immcdratclv, and it had
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consi derable impact on the vrl lagc." Over the nex t three decades la rge cotton mil l-,
bega n to appea r a longside the small .....or ksbops that had tradiuonallv hou sed 100:J I
indu st ry as Slater, h is assocran-s, and his competitors took full advantage 0 1 the
.....atcrpo.....er uf the upper and lower Pawtu cket Falls as well as the Centra l Falls

an d Vall ey Falls .1 short dis tance upstream . In a succession of court cases begin 
nin,!: 10 the eighteenth century, t hese nullo..... nc rs demonst rated their abllu}' to

cs rabhsh and defend legal ri,:,hts rn the river 's wa ter (and the power It rcpn-scntcd l
in disputes among themselves and wnh other mtercsr... By 181.3 the general tcnc rs
of la w rcgulatmg mill pnvilcgcs and wa ter right .. provided st rong pro rccnon lor
the nghrs of millowner-, to vruoy the " natural run," or flow, of the river .' It
was thei r rights to the natu ral run tha t ....·01 .. at the heart oi the manutacturcr-, '
oh1l'ctlons to the canal.

In the projected plan lor the southern end ot the canal . the cngmccrs had laid out
a route that ran north trum Providence harbor up the .\ 10sha!'>suck RI\Tr vallcv,
then passed through a pair ot landlockcd pond...md entered the Blackstone River
valley. \\'h ile thi.. (Clute hold the virtue oi iappmg the I WO ponds as feeder rever 
VOltS and sending name drrecrlv to the Providence wharves. it abo served to
channel all the water that entered the canal irom the Blackstone River mto the
Moshassuck Rive r. With each lockmg-through rep resenting nvc thousand cubic
feet of water, an active c.mal ·...-ould consntute d maier diver-eon oi water Out 01

t he Black sto ne before the fiver reached the mill whcel-, of Valley Fal ls and the
villages downstream.

At a meeting oi "persons Int er ested In the water 01 the Blackstone River" hel d
In Pawtucket on 10 lunc 11'123 , t he manufacturers of the lower Blackstone termed
a committee to confer wit h the canal urgaruzcrs. " wit h a view to int roduce suc h
prov isions or hnutuuons in th e chuncr ot incorporanon applied tor a~ would prv
se rve a sufficie ncy of th e waters for the ow ne r!'> oi mill privileges." After meeting
wi th the rmllowncrs, the can al pcuuoncr» realized that they would have to

demon strate tha t the cana l wou ld not reduce th e Blackston e's nat ura l fluw or

infringe on the mt llown crs ' prim right s. To tha t end Edward Carri ng to n had
Holmes Hutchinson prepa re test imony assc mug th at th e reservoir s and feede rs
tn he built by th e canal company woul d create a :-urr lus 01 wa ter tha t cou ld be
use d tn replace any wat er divert ed from till' river hy the canal. Although thi s
testimony fore stalled an outright di sm i...sa l of the canal pet ition, it did not
prevent the chancr-e-finally gmnr cd in June I R2,\ -trUlll hell~ drawn in a W ,I V

that would seri ou sly imp ede th e canal' .. operation.

Section s J throu gh (> of the Rhode Isla nd c,m;11company's charter introduced a
senes of m easures designed to regula te water diver sion and to provide means nf

redress if the man ufac turers suffered an v
los s of th e na tura l run . SccuonsJ and -t
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established a comrmssion for fixing monuments on rhc sources of the Blackstone
to mark the mean low-water level and prohibited the canal company irom draw 
109 the ponds down below these marks. Sccuun -" required the company w replace
any river water taken off dunng locking with an equal amount uf water [rom J

canal reservoir wuhm one hour, at the nsk of a nnv-dollar penalty . Section (,
established the canal company's basic responsibility for ensuring that the mill 
owners on the Blackstone emovcd the natural run ut the river: and to entorce the
rule, it provided for nncs of three hundred dollars fur evCTY t .....cmv-four-hour
period that the run ....'as impeded.

Despite the encou tagnu; compromises, the grannng 0 1 the canal charters did not
immediately lead to the bcginmng of construcnun. over a year passed hefore the
petitioners wok steps to form their companies. In the meannmc the Providence
newspa pers voiced doubts about the canal's viabiluv . "The scheme for cumru; a
canal hom th is town to Worcest er seems about to he exploded," observed the
Providence Heacollon I(i October IH24. " In consequence oj the numerous
restrictions wit h wh ich the Legislature of Rhode-b-land has loaded the charter
granted to the prop rietors of the enterprise, nothing has been effected."

Whi le little was heing said in public about the canal, the canal promoters in ProVI 

dence, far from being macnve, were negodaung with the concerned mtllo..... ncrs ,
trying to reach a comproml~e on their differences. One agreement they apparently
came to was to increase the number of rcscrvmrs . The main rcscrvmrv, all hut
t ....·o of which were in Massachuscrrs, were natural ponds, enlarged by damming,
which fed the Blackstone River through tnbutancs such a.. the Mumford and
Branch rivers. There were nine ponds, ranging from 150 to 1,.'00 acres in size .
represennng a total of 5, \00 acres. From north to south. these .....ere North Pond ,
Worcestcr (300 acres), Long Pond, or Lake Oumsraamond. Worcester 11.] 00 acres],
Donrv Pond , Millbury (150 acres'; Manchaug Pond , Douglas (" 00 acresf Rams .
horn Pond. Millbu ry 1100 acres l; Mendon Pond, Mendon 1150 acrcsl, Badluck
Pond, Douglas (200 acresf Herring Pond, Bumllvtllc 1100 acres], and Allum Pond ,
Rurrillville 1I,100 acrcstIn addit ion, the smaller Scott 's and Cranbcrrv ponds In

Lincoln were to serve as feeder reservoirs as well ,lS alack water canal sccuons.

While the idea of the mi ll storage pond was not new, the concept 01 ,I system
atic series of reservoirs in a river watershed to retain the wi nter floodwate r lor
allviaung summer drought was relatively novel. Only a year before, Zachariah
Allen and fellow millowners received a state cha rte r for building on the nearby
w oo nasquatuckct River what is generally considered to he the first such system
in New England. In rhc case of the Blackstone River , with us greater watershed
and numerous mbutancs covermg a two-state area . the system would necess.Jrily
be more complex both politically and technologically, though the benetns would
be propomonatelv greater as well. The reservoir proposal suffrc iernlv allayed the
manufacturers' fears , and the canal company proceeded to sell its stuck 10 April
HUS and began construction two months later,

The greater pan of the construction work was the excavation and embankment
of the trench that would carry the canal where it did not run 10 the river. The
trench was designed as a prism, averaging widths 01 thirty-four teet at the top
and eighteen feet at the bottom and containing four to SiX feet of water. The row.
pat h running the length of the canal was generally ten feet wide and no more than
five feet higher tha n the surface of the water , In some locat ions the towpath was
carried ove r the water hy wooden bridges. Large gangs of unskilled workmen,
armed with sho vels, pic ks, wheelharrows, and black powder where necessary,
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carried out dns rob under the duccuon ot md ivrdual contractors. These
contractors included local fa rmers and bu ilder s and men who had worked on
canals in New York or Ne"'" England or on other lar~e const ruc tion pn uccrs.'

One disnncn vc feature oj the wurk teams wax th e pamcipauon of Irish im rru.

~rant~, many of whom well' crnplovcd by the ir fello w count rymen Patrick
O 'Connor and Tob ias Boland . Boland , who was til playa rna tor roil' In the
devel opment of w orces ter . had a~enr~ in Ro~ton and New York w ho dir ected
Im mig rants in sea rch of work to the can al protect In WnrCl·SICr. These lnshmc n
an d thei r fam ilies we re thc n rsr rcpre- cm au vc- 01 the several waves o j Immi
grants that were to come 10 rhc Rlack~tnne vallcv in the runcrcenth and early
tw ent ieth centu ries. "

Construcnon of the fony·elght gra nite loeb tha t would enable the canal hoat~
to ma nage the ·Ux- foot dnte rcnce In elevauon bet .....ccn w orcest er and Providence
required the services of quarrymen, stone ..d w vcrs, and ..killed ma .....mv, J" well a ..
ironworkers and carpenter.. to manu facture the lock g;)te:-- and the nccc.....arv
ha rdwa re. Building the canal .....a.. a mator unde rtaking lor rhc time, and It had
major manpowe r requuemcm..; m the 11'\27 season a thousand men were at wor k
on the Ma ssachusetts section alone. ' It IIMlk rhc bcucr part of four construction
seasons before the ca na l ....·,hopened ior operatum In the iall oi IS2S.

Th e canal", fir..t full opcra n ru; cason wus bligh ted hva generaleconomic depre~ ·

..IOn and fall floods. The ne xt tc · veasuns, however, ..a ....· ..low hut steady increases
In tr af fic and revenue.... In 1102 11111:-- peaked at SIX ,YO?, an d the co mpany paid out
its first div idend, .1 ret urn of 2 percen t. or SI per share . I T hen, in the dry sum me r..
oi IKB and 183... . the unca..y compromise with th e manutacturcrs on rhc lo ..... cr
Blac ks tone came undone .

Durin g the drou gh ts in Septem ber !KU and the tol low mg year, millo ....·lll·rs tin
th e lower Black stone hired an observer to record the n umber of lockings .11 Sco tt's
Pon d. They als o cons ulted with Dame] w ch-r cr, whose lega l reputat ion W.IS

already well es tablished. Then th ey subnu n cd wnu , to the court. claiming that

th e canal compan y had exceed ed it , '11l0 11lll'n1 of river water. Om' hundred and
forty -rune of these clai ms lrom Septem ber and October 11'\.\3 and Ou ohn Il'U"' ,
eac h car rying a pcnnlty of fifty doll ar ... , were iudacd in fJVIlT of the pla int iffs m a
state Su preme Court de cisio n. Th is UUH decision se t t led uigh r sui ts and lS8
speci fic insta nces of locking. Subsequen t appeal s hy the canal compa ny failed
to reverse the deci sion . I !

The nullowners ' suit hinged on die amount oi surplus water contained in th e
canal's reservoirs. The compan y had ..cr lip low- water monumen ts as required hy

n s char ter, hut it had fa iled 10

erect gau):cs IU measur e seasonal
flow above those low -wa ter marks.
Conseq uen tly th e company co uld
no t provide proof of its cla im tha t
it had a sufficien t su rplus of -a tcr
abnvc th e nat ural flow of th river
10 operate according to the term..
oi It .. cha rte r. The court ca ...c...

'I OIITU IlR I lK; F brought to ligh t th... crucia l fact

that th e rescrvturv disc ha rged
m uch less wat er tha n th e canal
co mmissioners had evurnarcd.
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Ins tead of the 691-1 million culuc feet reported hy Edward Ca rrington, the court
appointed commissioner found that the live pnncipal reservoi rs provided on ly
264 million cubic tee t annually ,

A'fo a resu lt of the suits, the rnillowncrs and the canal company came to a new
agreement on water usc . As 01 February I H.~7 the rml lowners relinquished rhetr
nghr 10 claim a discharge of rc..crvcd water wnhm an hour 01every lockage at
Seen's Pond , a right that everyone ../oireed wa.. impractical . Instead, If a millowner
at any of the Rhode Island mill dam .. on the Blackstone tailed to receive enough
water 10 run at full speed . he w as In ..end a letter In the canal commissioners in
Providence. If after three days the condmon-, stili persisted, the comnussroncr
were 10 close rhc lock at Scott ' .. Pond , which would effccuvelv stop transporta
tion between Providence and the nonhcm torty miles of the canal.

The 1f'37 agreemcnt and assnciated court ca..es largely rc..olvcd controversy over
the natural run on the lower Blackstone River. Ironically, however. settling th ...
issue did not end the company '.. problems with other manufacturers. when the
company repeatedly sought to d.....olve Itself III the II-I-IOs, rnanutacturcrs on
the upper Blackstone argued against the legIslature'.. grarumg its pennon.. iur
dissolution . In the twenty year .. smcc the can.a1was chartered, mdusrrv along
rhe Blackstone River had pa......ed lrom an era lit expcnrnentaucn into one 01 ex-
pan...«m .vThc capacity and power requirement ... ot rhe factories had gro.....'n, and
their reliance nn the canal '.. sy ... tern of reservoirs, dams, and associated watcrwuv-,
for regu lat ing the river 's flo...., had mcrca..cd proportionately. The manufacturers'
claims that they would sutter il the canal company ....-as allowed to abandon this
system helped delay the legal dcrni..c of the Blackstone Canal until loS-I').

,
."\

\
\

\

Apart from the iss ue of water rights, the canal was troubled by a host 01other
prob lems that limited i lS ..uccc .... and it.. life. One problem. seasona l closures
due to icc, was incvrrahle, but it was mtcnsmcd hy the new industrial economy.
Whereas the farmera' productive cycle wa.. tied 10 the seasons. manufacturers had
yea r-round transportation needs. and mnny acquired their own horse team.. tor

winter hauling and then continued
W u..c rhcrn. rather than the canal.
du rmg the rest of the year.

A second problem W,IS the en
nal's susccpnbilirv to flood and
drough t. Th f!; was a problem that
cou ld largely have been avoided if
the canal's slackwmer sections In

the rivers had been eliminated.

... .. The third and greatest problem,""i ....... was the advent of the railroad.
Jealous of Providence's incursion

uuu worcester County, go..ton fir'" contemplated ItS own western cana1bUI
then decided that the newly matured technology of the steam-powered railroad
offe red a more promising alternative. Begun in 1831 and completed In 1835, the
Boston and Worcester Railroad served to redirect much 01 worcc..tcr·s trade from
Providence hack to Boston . In 11-\.\6 revenue trom the canal 's tolls dropped by
20 percent, and the canal company 's dividend... rrummul though they were.
disappeared completely. From that pouu on . the canal 's demise was mevnable.
though the facility lingered on in limned usc through 18-18. ......hen ItS role was
taken over by the Providence and worcester Railroad .
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Plagued though it was by thl'~e problems. the canal proved remarkably valu able
to one small group 01 i n vl· ~tor~ lor reasons other rbun Il~ revenues. Nichnla-,
Hrnwn, T homas P. lvcs. and Edward Camneron. ac nna through an m tcrruediary
agcru. wilber Kelly, had succeeded in ,1 maim rea l estate coup In IH2S-26 by
acqu iring control over the lands and waterpow er nght~ .llong a tou r-and-a
hal f-mil e stre tch 01 the Blackstone rust north tit Valley Palls The men had
purchased a rclar rvelv small iexulc tactorv called rhc Srnnhfield Cotton and
Woo len Company ( a l ~o know n .h Smkin,!.; Fund i and ~everal adioimng farm, on
both sides of the river in Srnuhncld and Cumberland. Not at all comcrdcmallv.
the route of the Blackstone Canal had been pnucc tcd to P""'s through these land..
on the ....-esr side lit the rivet. In the agreement that he made w nh the Black-acne
Canal Company, Kellv-c-rhc tltular owncr 01 the textile firm and the pa..t and
future agen t ot Brc.....n, I\·t·~ , and Carrington-received the n~1 to tap the canal
ior waterpower in return ior 3110WlO,I; II to p'l~'" through hrs land Kd ly and hl~

silent partners chll~O: to exerctsv thl.. nglu at the ..ourhem terminus oi the canal '..
pd~ ..age through rhc land, ihcrcbv provrdmg the Providence investors wnh .:a

power canal that captured mu only rhc watcrtall at Sinking Fund but also rhc
addmonal fall of the river over rhc next tour and a hali mrlc-, With rhc .nd ot the
canal, rhc single dam at Sinking Fund no lonzcr powered only a sawrrull and a
cotton mill w ith J couple 0 1 thousand -pmdlc..; II nn w harnessed t .....cnt y.thrcc
teet oi head and enough power [(J dnve I w cruv-uve thou..and spindle.._

In I!'HI Brown, tvcs , Ca rrington , .101.1 Kelly. together wuh a han dful oi other..,
formed the Lon..dale Company and hegan con ..t rucuon oj the firs t ot three la rge
m ill.. on the canal iu..t north (II Scott 's Pond. The..e rmlls and the a~~ocia (ed vii.
lage of Lonsdale became th.: centc rprccc 01one of rhc largest rcxnle iirm.. in New
England. In 183~ the h rm oln ained a cha rter tor mcorpomnon, wh ich was sull a
novehv for Rhode lvl.md busmc....cs_ T he Lonsdale Compa nv's mural ..ucce.... W,h

followed bv th e co nst ruction III a ..ccon d mill v ill a~e;It A..h ron, aero.... the river
from rhc ongmal wilber Kelly tac tury, in IK6? These two mill complexes used
all th e waterpow er available on tlu:.... t rcrch ot the river , hut the Lonsdale Com
pany cont inued to expan d it_.. land holdmgs. build ing the steam-powered Berkel ey
mill and village in C umberla nd (IK711 and the "new villag e" of Lonsdale tbcaun
in l l:\f, I I and its imrm-n vc Ann and Hope ..te,lm m ill (1HS61, .11'00 in Cumherland.

C learl y the con struction 01 thc Bl;ickstone
e mJI provided th e nu ior im pctus to thl'
development oj Rhodl' IsLmd.... lir..t ,l;r':;1\
tt'xt ilc corporation, ,lO d the ..ut·ce.... at

Lon sdal e compensated it s investors ior the
loss they too k on th l' can al. It IS Ie.... d c.n,
howevt:r, ho w clo ..ely thi .. indu ..trial
de .... e1op ment and the Initial plan .. lor th.:
cana l were intert wined an d whl·ther th.: )"
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took root simultaneously. Certain ly Carrington and lvcs, as canal company
commissioners, were ideally positioned to anticipate and capitalize on the new
opportunities that the cana l would create. To the suspicious mind. the develop
ment of Lonsdale seems to he a striking illustration of that conspiracy of the
moneyed and privileged few, seeking private gain under the guise of public
improvements, that played such a maier pan in the political rhetoric oj the
Jacksonian era.v However, if Carrington and Ivcs typified one political concern
of the time, a few miles upstream from Lonsdale another canal-inspired devel 
upmcnt illustrated a very different theme in con temporary po litical discourse,
th at of the self-made man

Darius an d Welcome Farnum, hrothers from the Uxbridge. Massachuset ts, area ,
began their careers as mi ll hands and eventually acquired enough capital to set up
their own operation in rented quarters in a Woonsocket mill. In lR24 Wl:!co1l1e
purchased a l Su-acre parcel on the west hank of the Blackstone iust north of the
Rhode Island line, where he built a woolen factory. When contractors began dig
ging the canal trench along the east bank of the river opposite his mill in 11:0:26,
Welcome Farnum (with his brother as coplaintiff protested. claiming that the
excavated earth being dumped in the river was causing backwater in his tai lrace .
Rather than press charges, he offered the canal commissioners an alternative:
if they shifted the canal to the west stdc of the river , he would conmbure five
hundred dollars tow ard building ,1 towpath bridge across the river above his dam
and release the company from responsibility for any flowage damages and from
ob ligations to huild knees or bridges on his land.

T he canal com pany accepted the pro posa l and granted tbe Famurns the same ri.dn
it granted Wilber Kclly, the right to perforate the canal at any point on land they
owned and to usc its water, provided that they maintained an acccptahlc water level
in the canal. With this agreement in hand, the Farnums proceeded to purchase the
property imm ediately south of the irs from Stephen Smith, one (If the canal commis
sioners, who had just bought the property on the hrorhcrs' advice. With the canal
providing an improved hcad mcc, rhc Farnums then extended their tailrace to the
sou th, which enab led them to captu re more of the river's fall. The result was an
inc rease in waterpower that enabled them to erect a second factory in H1l7.

T his factory had barely begun production when the canal company began to raise
the Woonsocket dam tWO feet. The Farn ums immediately protested that the extra
water would flow hack into their lower mill and impede its operat ion . The canal
commissioners argued that because the re had been no viable mill pri vilege on the
southern portion of the Farn um land wh en the canal rou te was laid OUl, the Far
nums' claim was faulty . However, as in Pawtucket, the manufacturer's rights took
precedence over those of the canal, and the Pam ums' claim was upheld in court.
Wit h their mill privilege assured, the Famu ms wen t on to replace the 11\27 mill
wi th the far bigger hrick Mammot h M ill , the centerpiece of the village of Waterford
in the I!UOs. If the development of Lonsdale was evidence of a conspiracy of money
and privilege, the Farn ums' accomplishments demonstrated that these self-made
men, though less priv ileged, were no less canny in their ability to take advantage
of the op por tun it ies created hy the canal."

The Black stone Canal's mixed legacy of fai lure and success mirrored the powerful
changes that were affecting society as a who le in the Blackstone Valley in the first
half of the nineteenth century. The canal's story also illustra tes the rapid and often
abrup t cou rse of what economic historian George Rogers Taylor has termed the
tran sportat ion revo lution.
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Though the canal may he Iu",dy termed a tatlurc for It!' In\T.. tor.. lor J.I !C;I.. t the rna
iontv of tbeml, It did cucccs..fully dcmon"tratc the value 01 an Improved uan-por
iauon sy..rem through the Blackstone Valley In worcc..tcr there WJ,<, a ",.YlnJ.:" 01

S,l~O. or nearly so percent, per ton on ~nnJs sh ipped from Providence hy canal OVCT

t ho ..c carried bv wad from Boston . It even became cheaper to transport good.. from
Boston 10 WOH:t·..tc r hy shippmc them on ..loop and canal hoar via Prov idence rather
tha n carrying them the shorte r dist anc e ove rland." Even atn-r the cana l'.. <uccc .."c..
h,HI spurred Boston tn build the Bllsto n and worcc..t cr Rmlro.td, the canal T1'1ll;UneJ

in use, a lbeit ata reduced level, un t il the Providence nnd w orcest er Rnilrond began
providing the same service more cffic rcndy . Significant ly, when the t'rovrdcnce
til-Wo rces ter ra il line was proposed, .1 large number 0 1ca na l investors were able
to overlook the losses lhey had already sustained and supported the new venture.

The canal did much 10 foster new patterns of growth and development dunnz the
period of us opctauon. In most cases rhcse wen: sustained rather than disrupted hv
the railroad, which followed csscnnally rhc same route that the canal did . Ttl a
large extent the canal promoted dicl;ts on the valley tha i <l Providence newspaper
writer ha d predicted In IH26:

T he re IS, no JOUhl , hu t at eve ry sue 101 ,1 I,lcwry UJ'I'" the whole length 01 rhc gl.rr k .
stone Canal, there WIll be Iacnmcs ,,'n'(lcd and o ther works, with Ilourishmg nll,l)I;es
10 thc lTnum. and l.'fC long of me rchants and uadcrs, Ihl]<;I.', Ins tead ot hCln)l; loc.ucd In
the cnunt ry towns, remot e trom huslnCss, as he retofore, t h c ~' willlocat e themsdh's
In the vill agc... on the (a nal, thai country prod uce hmught to them may )1;0 duwn rhc
Can al in a che ap. sJie and cxpcdiuou, way to market, as well .1'" hnng up then mer
chamhzc wnh .-..alety III thei r stores . with nne quarter oi the cxpcn ..... thdt "\ltJJl:e co...t
rhcm now 11 I'" a Ia n conclusron that there Will he Vllld)l;l' ncarlv ddlOJnJn)l;
\'llIa"e . (In the whole dIs tance. anJ W pds.....ngcr... pa"InJl: In the boarv nn the

canal, the burldmg-, on the shoruv W,II represent J thick SI.·u\cJ cuv OT tow n.

Alt hough the ...cnlcmerns in the Blackstone Valley grew more like mdrvrdunl ...
heads on the necklace of rhc river than like the continuous hand the write r cnvr

sto ned , they did indeed gro .....
from isolat ed ham lets into pro ... ·
poro us components of a thnvmg
rcgion ulcconomv. th e SOCi.11

and econom ic cent ers of th e
su rro un ding countryside.

Th is new ,jtn.fu· th represent ed
not IU:-t a physical change in
scnlcmcrn patterns but a
transformation of the valley's
agrarian culture. In the new
villages such as Lonsdale, the

factory supp la nted the household farm a... the center 01 cconorruc life, and the
factory owners, as employers an d landlords, became to a large degree the arbnc rs
of community life bot h inside and OUtside the factory . In this rcorgar uzanon and
reo rie ntat ion ot a rrudutonal wor ld, th e peop le of the Black stone Valky were
in th e vangua rd of th e country 's movement mtoa fundam entall y new society,
nne that we ter m mo dern. The Black stone Canal was one 01 many agents In this
t ransforrnanon. and like many of those agents It was n sclf overta ke n by the pro
cess of change. Toda y it su rvives in fragments. with plac id waters moving sluw ly
between qu iet, rrcc- lined han ks, summoning up ima ge!'> (If le isurely t ravel In

»mpler days. Yet, wh ile such images arc pleasant to consider. we will do well to

remember that the canal was. in its hrid life, a powerful force for modcrmzanon.

•
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:"0:0v. 1792, Peck Cullculnn. IX. " .
RillS. Ford ..h-.cu",un "llh", In..:h,h
turnpike S'i"lem ', mrlucnc'" 10 Ih",
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Observations

l.olI,dlll.. Mil/., <'OIlJI' h'. \ , IX.s/. IJmJa Wlib,'r 10:"'11'" dlrt'nJOn lh,. Lonsdale
Cmnl',Jnr guY>-' IIl/1' on,' "I /\hudt' hl'Jnd"· I",.~.·,r 1,·XIlIt· m'lIlu,f"trurmg firm.,
CllrtrllJche from 1/ F Wrlllwg ·, "."1<1f' ,,' !'rlJl'Jd"/H'e ( :"1111I1-', 1I'i5 J N111,\
CIJl/ co io/) fRHI XJ l S2<J)

Rhode I..la nd ' .. Bla ck..tone

River Stal l" Park

Th o: rd...a lor.l lin ear p.1rk alon/: th c Black
-aon e Rrv... r. cnm blm n/: teet...auonal and
hrcroncal tcarurcs. ha-, be...n In rhc Im.ijO'
nanon-, u l Rhode 1~land · arca rcvuh-m.. and
park pl.mncr-, lor over t .....n d...cadc-,

The Rhod... Island Dcpanmcnt ot
[n\'m,"mo:nlal ,'\hna):o:mo:nI IRIDl ,'\.t l
acquired L1~ In..t land .don): th o: Black
vumc In the carlv 1'170.., .....hen atarmlv
that on e... hcadcd up a rcxnlc emprrc In

rbc vallev donalcd land In th e Lon..dal ...,
vallev Falb ar e;1 Thl~ H -olcre donanon
01 land In rhree murucrpalmc.......as ol
prvvt cw 01 th e natural .md hl'ltJflC.i1
park vv..rem or rhe tuturc. It comhm cd
con cidc ra blc olcre;l~l' m rhe hlololo:lt:JlIv
cmieallnnsJ"lc/VJlky FJIl .. Mar ..h. the
IJf,l:C"" Ire"hwatCf ""clbnd In Providence
Cnuntv anda wddilic haven 10 .I vo:ry
den~cly populated arca, wnh ,ll-oltrc
pared cont.nmng the fa"(In,mnl-: rums
nl the V"llcy Palls mil l complex . d,llJni/;
from I!llO, 1\10 ..1 of the m.rr..h IS no w
prorccrcd, and the tuwn 01 Curnbcrl.md
hn.. not only o..lul-:hl .rdduronal property
there bur has also slaftl'\! ,levelopmi/; what
prunu ..es 10 he nne Ilf the nvcrs mo..t
mtfll-:Ullli/; hr..nmcal pinks at the srn- 01
the old nHII'-. rum..,

The park sy ..tern W.I"I-:Ivcn another
nno~t in I'1K,~ when RIDEM rcc.vivcd a
unique i/;i h 01 land and watvr 'I three 
mile ..cgmcnr III rlu- l!ll K RLH:k ..tone
Canal ,lOU cana l mwparh Th ... la~1

remalnln,l: watl'red ..e,l:m...nl oi Ih ... cana l
m Rhnd... hI and , Ih l.. "C(lIon "uTVI\'L'd
hecau....· the lnn..dalc Company uSl'd n
ior walo:rpo er and in... rrol ...CUIln wd l
Into Ihl' t nuelh ccnlury , PLmninj;; for
a stale pdrk ~t"prcd up wnh tho: j;;111 , and
In I'1K6 a mdster p lan fur Ih ... p.irk W.i ..
c realed Thl" plan Idl-ntlhl·J nalUral .md
hi ..lOfic !o1le.. m Ihc "Ill Rhode Island
clUes ,md IOwn.. thfoUl:h whl(h the rivcr
flo\o,·" . th ... r..hy pruvldin~ d hlu...pnm fm
land ae\luI"ltion, park dl·vdnpmenl .
\·...1Ior ccm crs. •md a Clfculalion ~y..tem
oi " rl\·cn.· ay.."-ro u te.. lof CdnUClnR.
hlklnR. hlklnR. .inJ drJ\'m~ Com n hulo rs
10 Ihc m.i..l er pl.an Ineluded hl ..lOn.in..,
pLmners. tllwn and ..laIC IIIIIoa] .., and
local emun..

Since the plan WJ.. pubhshcd ~I~ndl(,lnt

pro~fC~S has been made hy thl" l:\lmplcx
con..rrtucncv toward.. the creation II I
a hnca r park ..vstem ,llon,l: the rivet
RIDE M ha" focu ..cd us land',1C,-!uI"lllon
efforts in Lincoln and Cumberland. and
It nuw own.. appmxrmatclv 1~O 'Ierc-,
helw...en Ihe m ill vi llage .. (II Alhlon and
Lon ..Ja1c. Additionally. RIDEM h,l"
aC\lu lred In North Smilhhcld K4 aer .....
of Ihe la ..t rCmJIOIn,l:n.itural ..[fe lch
of rlver.i t the rem.irkJh lL' B]"ck"ulOe
Cor,l:C_T hiS slIe slraddle.. lhl' horder 01
Ma"<;.d(huscw. and i.. nl'lng dl'vdtlrcJ
10 panner..hlp wnh Ihal "lall'_

The fn ..t ph.i ..e of Rl.ichlOnc r.nk
dC\'e!opmem ha.. IU..I been cnmpkll'd
Thi.. has 101."0101 sitc impro\·cm ...nh.it
Ihe hC.id of the candl "<'Cllon In Ih ... Old
AshlOn Hlston c DI ..trICI In QUlnnvllIc.
llnculn. IndudlO~ r"'pdU" to 16().~·l·ar ·<1ld

h.md·lald stone w.ill~....nhanced canol:
pUI-inS and J'llrtages, a n........ rcde~t[lan
hnu,l:e, impwvem...ms to thL' road and

p;Hkln~ '11"';IS. and 1and"c;l pln~. The heart
01 the cffun I.. hrvmnc pre ..crvanon ot Ihl"
Ke lly 1I0u..... , nuLl t,n lIU~ fur the super
VI"l1l oi Ihl' 01u A..hron mill T hesu e
a ruund rho hnu..e. fo rm erly a iunkvard.
was cleaned up dUring massive volunll'cr
Earth Day eHor!" in 1990 anu [9<.)1

Onl' ni Ihe most e.igerly Awall ed ,hJ'l.'CtS
of lhe d."vd oplnj;; linea r park IS Ihe
Rlacbtone Rlk ......·.iy. which "",II link
dll;:.en.. oj lOCAl parb. cnn..... rva lion Idlld.
m ill Vllldl:C'" anu h, ..IOfK·ln t... rprel.ltlon
an"d", The hlk ........ .i\" hom t ht,; Kdl\"
Hou..... nonh to Woon ....x:kel ..huuld
tw compll.'led h\· IW5. llk... thc fI\"er.
the p.lth Will ulum.ltcly connect Iht,;
eOlu... Rlac kslOllL' Rn'Cf V.ilky N.itlondl
Her ll Agc Cnfnuof !rom Worcester tll

Pflwldcncc

CIN",Y LESLIE.

/'J,mf/("f

Rh".k 1,1,,"d Dcp..nmeO!
'" E.1l"'1r<lllml."llU] .\ \ .. Il;lll:<:mClll
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Pre....erving lIi..tn ry in th e
Black ..to ne RivN Valle ~'

T he BI.lcbwnc River valley w'i' rel:o ,io: '
mzed hy elln.\:rl·.... 10 I9~6 a.. nne ot the
nauon's hI"1 rcptl"lInf\e, otland..c.lpe ..,
~ Itc~ . an d ' lrul:lUre~ leealll nKthe <in·d·
opmcm 01 American IOdu'I~' Complex
pauvms oi e rghtccnrh- and nmerccnrh
ccmurv peoducnun and ...ocra l structure
rcm.nn \'I"lllle there toJa,' Pc .... plat: ..... 10

the nanon CXI .. t .....he ll: ..uch a (t1O(entra
li on ot mt cgratcd hrvrenc, r uhural , and
natural re 'ulce.. ha .. -urvrved and ca n he
made accc rblc IU a t'lft)Jd general puhllc .

1{1'lOrKalh, thc vallcv ,.. "'I~mltcant
bccau-c \I ....-a, rbc in...t ''''J:l0n ot rhc
Nc .... World dev eloped bv and lo r th ...
lnduvmal Rcvulutum It .... nne..-cd rh....
bmh nl modem mduvt rv a, Slater ,\1111 .
rhc 111..1 .... Ide..prcad u-,c ot .... aleTf'Ow cr .
and Ihe e..lahh ..hmcnt III u an..ptlTlalllln
and pt'....-cr ..\ ..t m ... uuclallu Ihc d... \·c!·
opmenl 011':1· E. nldaod '.....:cond· and
thud·larKc"l C1tte' Th.... vaUey .....a.. al .... l
Ihe h I "" Hhmcalh- and rell~ou..ly
dlvn~l' fl'~II>111O Nl·..... EnKland ,

Thc re...pt>11"lhlh l~· lo r It"cogOl;:IO,i: and
mallllJ.lOln,i: the vall ...y·... hl"IlII)' .lOd
rl:'otluru'" I~ hl:lOg IJk...n up hy twenty
communlllt· ... IWO ~lale~ . and Ih ... II'd ·
e ral governml'n1 , al:ll n,i: Ih rough Ihl'
Hlat:htnne RIW I Valll'\' Nauona l
H etlt a,i:l' Corndllr Cllmml....lOn, The
cnmml....lOn,.1O ali ihall; oj Ihc Na l ional
Par k SnvIl·t·, I' ChM'\:I·d with I'fO\'lliing a
managelllt: nt Ir'lllle ....o rk lor II.. pdTlner~
an d wllh " Iintn.\: It·t:h nl l:al ,1.....I~l 'tn t:l· lO
"ul:h J rea~ ,1" ~pel:lallzl'd land u..e ,mJ
hi"'lllflCa l l' re~l' rV'IIH,n .

Th l' Rhod l' I..land [k l"l rt m eOl 01 Env i'
n 1ll1T1 ent ;11 M;Ill;I'\:l·tl1l·nt ', Ilb ek ..tll11 e
River SI,l le Park 111 Rhod l: h Lltld I" unl:
oj "1'veral I'TIl11'"'' hemg dl'veloped umk r
the aU"'r ll l'" ui the Corn do r COlll ml ..·
~H m, O ther' 10elude .1 M,I....al:hu ...t: It~
"late I'ark alon,i: Ihl' lIlacbwnl: Rivcr
and Can.d, a "grl·l·n ..... ay" Ill I'WIt:Ct
wa ter ;IllJ oren ~pace, a Pw vlde nl:e ·
lo- Worl:e~!cr hlkc way. ;1nl' w
illrly,page (.lOne ,io:uldl: W Ihe
rlVCI. a "l' nl'~ 01 wa lklOj{
{Our, . and a "Curc o lllthl' l
100t:rr retl\'e d lo lt ... Wc
illC plea ..ed w 1\>10 the
HI..IlITl(al StIC IC!\' m Ihl'
tlnJo:O lO,i: wnrk 01 remem·
hcrmR dnd JdmlOg Ihe
hl~tIIT\' oi Rhode 1...land
anti the Blacb w ne Valle"

[DWAIUJ F "A~lllR"'O""

Ch""m.m
IIIAt:k ..wn,· R......·, Vdlle\' :-':Au"nAI HCTHAI(C
C"mJlI' Cnmm" ..,,,n

A Look at the Sou rce..: whv Cll lIl'c t?

The Rhode bland Hrvto nc a l Socrctv
I' tonunate 10 ha ve nch coll ccuon..
tJeta ihng carlv mdu..mahz.mon In rhc
Unncd Sta res. Slime ot rhc cartv m em o
her .. of the Socicrv, enher (lut nl a de ...uc
to p rese rve their pas t or tt o m a Il'ClmKIII
self -rrnportance, deposucd rhcr r hu ..me"o
and ergamzanon record...and per"lInal
rape r!!< at rhc 5I:w.:1<; I" tor l>dld:'l'Cl'mK
little did Ihey kno.... th,u then rarl:r
legacv w nuld later be uccd to develop
m rcrprcuvc Sl~n.. for houcc-, anJ PJrlt....
anJ rmerprenvc 13lk... lor tour.......here
then mills once ..tonJ, Ih.1I II woulJ be
u..eJ to encourage chrtdrcn to learn ahout
the worker.. In rhc old mill.. and to ..rudv
the landscape and the man-made
en\'lfonmem otmdu..mali ..m

Two elftranrdmiln; collccnon.. th,lI ..... ell
Jemon..uale the u'ot; 01ar(hl\·e.. anJ
KIal'hl(S colll:{:lIun ... d l thl' \Mw.:ll·l\· arc
the Ed....ard CarnnKtIln Papt·r ... and Ihl'
lon..Jalc Comrany Record.. Thl' Ed.....ard
CarnnKwn I'Jrl:r~. hr"l de'oCnhcd m thl:
'anua~' 19M I~ ..ue 1,1 Rh".ll·/d tJntl
HI\wrv. came iro m the ilUI( \Ii Ihe
Ca rnn.;ton Hou 'ot; lO Providence , T ....u
pam .. helped m~amze Ihc malerlalw
Imrm,,'e acce~Mhlli IY . Th e COIlI:t:llllO
.....a.. noted at iir st rnmanly h, r II"

....ealth oi in iormaliun on Ihe ChlOJ
trade, hut hcca u"I' {ItCarnn,l.:ton' ...
Im er c..t In OIht'r e merr Tl ..e~, II ;11..0

(ontain.. Il:dKer... hi lb, .lOd ray h"uk..
h o m Ihe H amkt Mill ... lO Wou n...lI(1t.t:1
and thl' BLlcb tone C an al COml';lOY.

Pre..t·n tl y Ih e C arnnglOn P'lper .. ;Ire helO.\:
u ..ed to re ..ear (h th e te ~1 oj ,m c xl-llhllun
u n Ihe C h m a trade ..... hi l:h I.. 10 I'll' hl'ld.1t
Ihe Rhodc Island Sl:honl ul Ut:' I,l.:ll .Thl"
exhlhn wtll hc ..1;lged wit h the hl'lr 01 ;1
NallOnal [ndowllll' nt i<lt Ihl· llumalllt le..
,i:ranl awarded to the SlICil'IV tor " \Vh,1I ,I

Dllkr...nec.l Bay Makc..," an l'dllI:J lIlm,ll

..efll:~ lor pubhc hbranc-c. The Camngmn
1';llll'r"la....... el l a ~ rbc Socrc w .. Srcphen
Allen Icncke.. Legal Paper and G reen
l l' ,io:J I Paper..1were abo u etul In Ric k
Cret:n.... ond' ~ eX.lmlnallOn oi BIJck ..tunc
Canal hl"lll~' Rcccndv rhc C.urlO~wn

rec ord.. have been u...cd bv the Rhod l:
I, land HrvrnncalPre-crvatum Com .
rmv-ton tu Jevdol' a rchenhlKil:al
vurvev-, tor P!aI:IOR rhc canal on the
N,umnJI Re~l...te l 01 H I..lOnc I'IJ ce..

The Lonsdale Cnmpanv Record.. were
gl\en HI the \MlClel\ bv rhc John Carter
Brown Ltbrarv m It,l~~ and the Cram
Cal'ltal ~t.Jna !,:l:mcnt Cnrpotatum 01
Providenc e 10 1'J7i'l. These record...
cvrdcnrlv ,al lor manv year, 10 rhc
ha...crm-nt 1'1~ \Mlulh \\a m SUCCI . a
providence hU"1Oe'.. omce. The record
arl: acrualjv included m a larger col.
lccnon, rhe rccotd.. or rhc Bmwn and h·e..
\1dnulallunn~ Compa1l\', 01 .....hil:h Ihl'
Lon..Ja lc Compa.ny .....a.. a ran Thl'
lon..dall· H."CorJ.. [d1 u.. 0 1 rCdl e!-lalC
nan"'dl:llon... dalh' accounts !Tom 11'11.'
mill ... . IOdudlO~ 1'.1\' dnd Cll'o l" 01 cotton ,
a.nd lranl>d(llon.. al the l:umrJny ..tore
Doug Rcvnnld.. drew on Ihl:~e Il:cord..
t:l(tcn,,]\'dv In de\'elop inlo: h .... hiMOT" nl
the \\'llber Ke lly ..Ill' lO LlOco ln

"-uch colkct Ion" a.. Ihe~1: coml' ;11I \'e nnl\·
wht:n lhl'\" are u ke n oli Ihe ,heh'e~ ,lOd
u~"d \tl In'dllp hl ..lOtlcal contl'XI lo r Ihe
ruhltc, whelher in tr,]Jiuonal ..choldrly
,lrtJc le.., ,i:1·lll:a logle... tn archclllnglC'11
rt· f't ,n ~ . T ht' \-1anU"flp! DI\'i slon oj
Ihl: Socil' ly I" Ilpen W Ihc I'uhlic. hy
Jl' l"ltnlmenl, Wl,J ne...d'IY thrllugh
S,Hu rd,IY . J(UXk"JlO, lrom l ahm n,I\'
w Mem llri,,] Day, SlilTI lTIl'! hour.. 'HI'
Tue, d'ly, 12:1Kl- S:00. and WeJne,J'lv
IhnHJgh Frid'I}', 10 :00 -'; :00 .

CY NTHI A 11LN (HU 'l'r H

M,lIJlI ' ''' lpl , ClImrm
Rhude r, lanJ H"ICII IC al SUCI"\\

\.~ .-\ ,.

En1(ranrJ}{ v f f he 11l<1."kqone C<1n<11 /rum <1n <1d\ O'flJwmt'm fo r fh.· Pr,w IJI'n Ct'
and Wont'5tt'f Hoat Comptlm '. 111.29 Rill.' Col1ed um jR HI XJ 2 7.1111
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