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WILLlA,\t C ~1ClOUCHLl:"

The lare \ \ 'llIl.1m ."t;LnuRhhn ...-av a
protessor III hrvrorv at Brown UmVCf',lI\·
Thl~ ,HIICk ",a, prcventcd ava lecture 31

the Rh"de1..land HI'turK;!1 ""lClel\· on
9 lanuarv 19"</

Providence:
The Confident Years, 1890-1920

,.,--" he people who lived in Providence hom HWO to 1910 were confident,
.lI.. opt imistic, and hopefu l. and they had eVCfY reason to hc . In tho...c rhmv
years the population almost doubled, mcrea ...in~ from UO,fXXl to 23!:\ ,OOO, and
the value of the ci ty 's capital m vc... t mcnt... and manufactures, its property val­
ues, and its money in hanks, trust comparucs. and insurance comparuc... avai] .
able for mvestrm-nt more than mplcd. In addit ion , Providence had developed
from a ci ty of wood lO a city tlf concrete and marble; from an ove rgrown town
dominated bv church ..tceplc ... to J modem city dominated by skyscraper...;
from a commun ity fueled hy coa l, <Iperatm~ on steam power, ligh ted by KJ'"
lamps, and cooking on coal stove.. to a city fueled by oil, opera ting on elec t ric
powe r, ligh ted hy elec tr ic lights, and "cooking wi th gas. " In short , between
1890 and 1920 Providen ce moved ou t of the hor se.and -buggv era and in to the
era of th e automobile, fo rever lcavm g bchmd lis cobbles toned streets, i t~

bo rse-dra ..... n s treetcars, and its hor ...c fou rua m.., ius t as it exchanged irs quill
pens for fountain pen... , hand-copy ing lor tvpcwnt ers. carpe t sweepers tor
vac uu m cleaners, cors-et... lo r gi rdles, moun ted pol ice for motorcycle cops, and
live ry stables tor gas st a t ions Some of us may quest ion the benefi ts of these
changes toda y, hu t dun ng th e Confident Years no one doubted that modern
tec hnology .....as rapidl y leadmg the City and the nat ion into th e m illenn iu m .

Like the res t of New England, Provi den ce owed Its growth .md prosperit y to
the foresight and bu sin ess ...kill of its capt.uns ot indus t ry, par t ic ularly th ose
in textile manufacturing. In ! I\ l)() Rhode Island was preparing to cele bra te th e
cen te nnia l oj th e beginning of cott on rnanuiactun ru; in Ame rica, .111 industr y
born at th e old Slater Mill in Paw tucket. Cott on was king in New England, as
it .....as in the South, and th e sh rewd mi llownc rs and managers who had hu ilt
t he textile m ills oi Providen ce ..... e re th e dominant eleme ql. in the ci ty and th e
sta te. Sha rin g their govCfning pow er were those wh o produced mac hi nery,
icwclrv. s ilverware, st eam en~ines, lOllis, an d hundreds of other ma nu fac­
tured goods. It was boa-m-d in tho ..c years that " Prov idence manu factures
everyth ing from a car pet tack 10 alocomou vc," an d the hoast was true.
Providen ce 's tactones were big not only by Rhodl: Island and New England
standards; they included some oi the l a r~est tirms of t hei r ki nd in [he whole
nation . In 1$93 Providen ce ha d the largl..'st conon manufac tu ring plant III

Am er ica, the la rgest worsted and .....oolcn firm . the la rgest steam engme firm,
the largest s te rling silver company, . md the la r.lteo;t manufac turers ot wire, of
files , an d of sc rews .

In 1912 th e BO/lTd 0; T1I1dc 10IJrntJI reported that "R hode Island stands second
in per capita wealth 0 1 all the Uni ted States. "I

What Rhode Islander h.l" nut a ll..'ehn~ ", pnd.' !sald the RIl41Id of Trade
Iou m ol in 1i'\~i'\ 1 upon rcadmg that. in proportmn llJ her area, Rhode lvlandr,
the most important mduvmal State m the Unum and I' the most densely
populated, For manv year.. RhoJe Island hav held th., envrahle povmon and
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Vo'1/l.'/"w "h ul th i ' rhoto /II \-'v'nlmlfl\!['r
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accur dm g ill the rcccm report 01 dll'lh·J"Ta ll Cornnus-roner 01 lnd usrn.rl
Stanxucs, she is fully JllllJll1,i: he r own in tills r;KC and JcttmcJ lor J 11111":
tim" to H' IJll1 her posttion.

T he I'rovtdencc Board of Trade h.nl been fou nded in IX(,I\ and was made up of
the leadi ng crtizcns 01 the city . ,'v1I;mlwr:- p.ud one hundred dollars a yea r to be
ahle to ViSH a Jar /o:l' room in the old Marke l Hou se at rhc foot of College Hill ,

where a clerk rapi dly wrote upon J. Ji"pl.l¥ hoard rhc Iatest facts and figures as
they carne over a spccml tclqtrapn ..c rv tce W the hoard 's office: "quota tum ... of
stocks and oillpnces ] from Nt'W Yurkocotton lrom New York and the SOU lh.
ern market ... and Liverpool, and 01 pro\'iSIlJn:-; from New York and Chicago.

also wea ther from all points " were all .I\'allahle thr .. way , the Rourd otTrude
toumal proudly reported. Tnt' boa rd also had available the la test :-;hipplll~

news, ..tuck quotation.. from ..cvcral exchanges. anJ a variety 0 1 other data ,
placing the city at the vvrv center ot Amcncan and world corn rncrce. Ii th e
population for the whole tit r.n:all:r Providence had been included III the ccn­
sus ngurcs for ISYS, the city would han' ranked a.. t he tenth large..t in the

nation. ' And a<; one of the large..t cine- rn the Unucd States. Providence w a..
also one oj the major cities o j the wurlJ-at least as modern businessmen
measured importance .
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The mcrnhcr... 01 rhe Board (II Trade p.ud onc.cuihrh (II the city 's t:IXt·S, and
their names read like a hst ot ibc old~"'1 and be...1 tarmlic.. 110m the ...neLII reg­
i-ter. The hoard 's president W,I .. '- U, Sratkwc.uhcr utnccr ... included
Frederick Grennetl. Orin WC..icon . and Freeman little . Among the director...
during the...e vear... were name... rh,u ...1111 TIn/;: bells in Provrdcncc-c-Mcrcalt.
Brown, Nicholson. Colt, C hapin, Trowbridge, Lippitt , Goli , Nrahungalc.
Merriman , Rhode... , Pearce, Barton. Hinckley. Banusm. Littlctield, and Knight.
M;lny of rhc ...O': peoplt· could trace IhL'H .mcc... trv hack to the cnv'v founders .
Almost all oi them had an cccror... who wvre here bcturc the kcvolunon . thcv
belonged to rhc Son .. 01 th e Amcncan Rcvolunon . .I ... Ihl'H ..... tvc ... belonged t il

the Daughter... oi th e Arncncan Rcvolutron and rhc Colon ial Dames.

when we speak oi Providence in Ihes.' Con n de m Years . \H' .HL· really refer ­
rin~ to thl!> dominant cia .... 01 old , nauvc-bom tanuhc... . people wh o described
rhemsclvc... .I ... til "gnnd Anglo-Saxon ... tock : and who looked askance-c-ar
ICd...t socially-at those wh o were til dutcrcm ungm But it IS c nlv lair to ...a.y

that even among the la"'I ',grow,"~ muruxrunt group who were tl1lm~ the ciq
and pmvidmg the hard. manual labor th ar kept rhc mill ... and factorn-, hum­
mmg, there wa ... al ...o a ...en ...c ot conndcncc and opnnu..m One reason whv
Providence drew "'0 many 01 rhc poor trum other counrnc... 01 the world wa ..

that it clearly seemed 10 he .I place 01 opponunnv for rhose willing 10 work .
Thi... wa... th e era when the American Drcarn-c-rhc success myth , the concept
01 equal opponunuv lor everyone to rbt· in the world through hard work .
thrift . honesty. and piety- ...ccmcd 10 mak e sense .

Ignoring the advanrages t hat native hirth .md membership in old i;lmihcs pro ·
vidcd, Rhode l-dander.. proudly proclaimed the truth 01 rhe Reverend Horatio
Alger's novels , " We behov e." surd the Board 01 Tradeloumal. " I t rs an
accep ted truth that nun r-, cnurlcd to .111 t har he can rightfully obtain oi rhr ...
world's goods, whether it be in hard ca ... h, socml position or rational cruov­
rru-n t ." " Some oi our most succc...... tul m.mufucturers began their life-work in
the mills when scarcely past the kindcrg.mcn age .:" In Providence the must
important liVIng example uf tlli' truth of this myth W<lS Robert Knight, the
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founder and head III the lar.l(t'~1 cotton products manutncumng firm in the
worl d. This compa ny was known ;l~ H. It an d R. Knig ht , an d its tradema rk
was Fruit o t the Loom . Ac(ordm.l( til the Board of Trade Journal, in IY06 t he
plants owncd ny Robert Knight comamcd II ,UUO looms an d ';00,000 spmdlc...

and c rnplo ved "ful ly one -ha lt of the 2\000 inha bnarnv oi t he Pawt uxc t Val.
ley where [h is] pr incipa l rrull-, [wcrc[ loca ted."

T he so n of a Warwick tarrncr, Knigh t wa" horn in IIU6. Whcn he was ci~h l

years old, he went to ....-o rk a ... a ncr hoy at rbe Cranston Prim Worh , mlxin~

dyes ior calicoes . AI the age 01 ten he was carrung scvcntv-nve cents a week
at a sixty-hour-a. week mh at a couon mill in Covcrnrv . My IS-t6 he was

em ployed a:'> a clerk at lohn H. Clarke's cotton tac torv in Pontiac, receiving
erght dolla rs a month, or IWo dollar-, 01 w cck. plus his hoard. In that vva r he
borrow ed monvv trum hrs uncle. a w ell-to-do grocer in Providence, and he

and his brother w enr Into the rcxnlc hU~iIless lor themselves. My 1900 Robert
Knight w as a rmllionarrc many time... OVCT_ He w a~ the livmg embodiment ot
the Am er ican success myth. for h .... hfc ... tory ...ecmcd to prove that anyone
could nse irom t ie r hoy to corporation prcsidcnr , hom poverty to wealth , III

t h is great nat ion 01 Iree cmcrpn ...1..' and rugged ind ividualism. Kn ight h unsctt
be lieved the myth rmphcr rlv . "T o succeed m lite it I~ on ly necessary lor a
young man to learn how til apply h lmst:h to hi ... wo rk ," he <aid w hen he wa ...
interviewed on his cighnerh bmhdav In IY06. "T here is plenty uf mom ior
every one [10 succeed ] it he makes t he most ot every oppor tuni ty that pre ­
se nts i lself. "~

But the wor ld ot 1906 w as ra ther di ite ren t lro m that o t I"-t6. and tcw w ho
ca me to work in Robert Kni~h t '~ rrulls trorn lraly. Q ucbcc. Ireland, Portugal,
or Poland ever rose to be rrulbon.urcs no matter ho ....· m uc h they applied
th cmsclves . Even if an opponunuy had presented itsel f to an im migran t mi ll
worke r- which it al most never drd -c-tbc lac k of a rich un cl e in Providence
with money to len d fur a l1u~ lncss part ne rsh ip wou ld have been a m ajor

obs tac le to s uccess . NCYl·rt heless, even 111 th e m ill tow ns, irnmigra nts felt

thar they were better off th an they wo uld hav e been L! th ey had stayed at
hom e. Eventuall y thv sc 111..' W non- Anglo-S axon, nun.nutivc-hur n people wo uld
tak e co nt ro l of Providence and t he stat v of Rhude Isla nd away hom the ol d
fam ili es ; hUI thi s wou ld nut ha ppe n before m uc h III t he con fidence had gon v
out of th e bu siness comm urutv .

~ T n apprec iat e wh at Provi dence became JlInng I t~ Conudcn t Year s, we should
rem ember wha t it ha J 11 1..·I..·n cnrbc r, when its skylmc w.rs dom in ated bv

church stl'epll's beca use there were no clcva turs 10 carrv people to the to ps nf

h igher buildings. w hen ther e were no telephone linn or elec t ric tr oll ey Wlfl.''';

when morc of the buildmg-, were Ili wood than oj conc rete, when the harbor
had mor e ~ailing s hips t ha n stc.lmsh ll's ; ..... hen chi ldre n could pld)' m the
Strn'l~ w it hout tear of hl..'ing h it l1y .:a u to l11 ol1il e~ ; whcn homes ha d hi rch ing
pos ts in front of tht'm and no ga rage" or car pOrts hc~idc them ; whcn open.al r
mdrh·ts, streel pt.'ddler.", and "md ll ~h(lp~ h.ld not given way to dq'artment
~tores and shoppmg mall~; when an open tidal cove provided ."wimmmg and
h"hing in t he vcry center 01 the city; ..... hen women wore l1u... tln, long ,ki rts,
dnd flo .....ered hats ..... htlt· men carried cane... dnd sportl..·d :-.idehurns. long ....,hl~­
kers , and howle rs_

By the da.....n oi t hl..· Conlldent Year.", I'f\l\ Ilk-nCt· had hecome a suh"tanlial

modem city. In Ix!'!') it ... "lft·I..·" wert'li,clitt'd hv ~a .. nr hv nJrhtha and ga'oIIne;
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u had rhmy-onc banks. 1lU in ..urancc cumpamcv, and t .....o hundred ic.....dr)
fums, it had ninety Pwtc!'>t<lnt churches and touncen Roman Catholic
churches. with Bapti"ts, MClhodl!'>t", and Eprscopahans-c-in that order-s-the
most numerous denomination". ' No tcwcr than tour Jady newspapers nnd
twenty-six w...ekltes and monrhhcs WcH: puhhshcd in th c city.

Most of I'rovrdcncc '" ncb, governing clu-,-, lived on the
East Side , where the sharp 16 percent indinc ni College
Hill prevent vJ the ca"y sprcud III factories, mills, ;1011 city
"UITt". I lc rc were d'lnllr.llt: Victorian, QU...en Anne. Rc­
n;li"!'>,lT1t:t:, Corhic. .md Nrocoloninl homes, wi th ncut front
lawns, fonn.rl aardcns. wrought-iron fences, iaucv GHri,\gl'
house,,_ and c.uctullv enclosed bockv.ird-, where nurse­
ruaids rcndcd the cluldrcn Elsewhere m the city were
ncighborhood-, IIt;\ dutcrcnt kind, with crowded succt-,
and two- and threc-farruly houses with no iron! lawn ... , no
gardens, .md no nursemaids.

Yet l'ruvidcncc was not a crowded or an ugly city , "To one
accustomed to such dense nus"cs lIf population as art' to
hI..' found in New York and Chicago," wrote an out"iJt: uh ­
server a" 1<111..' as 1\)10, " l'rovrdcncc does not seem particu­
larly crowded . Lrrgc p.uts 01 the city md ...cd han' more the
appearance of .1 populous town than of a busy manutarrur­
ing community 01 1.00,000" " Large part" 01 Providence
todav clo..clv tcvcmhle some old-world cnv," '>did the

president oi Brown Umver cuv m 11JlN, "and with their .....allcd gardens. their
shaded walks, and then quamt colonial archuccrurc, breathe the au and at
ume... reproduce rhe manners ut Bishop HI..·rkdcy and the Marquis de
Lafaveue ." But rhcrc .....ere nonccahlc chances taking place even on rhc Eavt
Side (known polmcallv .n rhc Eir-t Ward l:
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The iir~t ward mcludcs not only the [ar):l:s! number 01 the most attracttvc
and co-ulv rcslJem:cs, man,"01 them vet In laT/{c Kroun.!", hUI on us we-rem
and southern irJn.l:l' '1u,Lrlers which, alu:aJy povcny-vmcken and urnnvmng.
not nnly tend til become le.....n!r.ICtI\'c )'I:JT hy vcar hUI whrch arc als"
mcrca..mglv crowded anJ rcrrc....ed One secs In all ran.. ni rhrs ward the
,.,uhJIV\SIlJn oi CSlJlcs, the <,tca,.h' JrrrorTlJUon "f vacant lot,>, the crccuon oi
duuble·houses and small Jrl.lrtmcnt resrdcncc-,

Even in a citv spread out over IX b ..quare mile.., progres.. meant mcreasmg
population and mcrcasrng land values, dod therefore mcrca..in~ sales oi land
to make room iOT new home.. or tenement ... Nevertheless. C\Tn In )IJOO,
)..I.,:; 12. (or almost f,{) percent ]of rhc 1S,204 dwellmgs In Ptovrdcncc were one­
tarmly homes, H,611 w ere I wn-famrly homes. and 1,31J were three-family
homes, of the remammg dwelhngs. there were only ss tenement houses hold ­
In/; six Iamilres, 1 w nh ten tarmlic.., and 7 wnh eleven farrnlies or more .

Providence 's mlddlc cia .... cnioyed a remarkable improve­
men I In It....randard ollivll1~during these years, an im­
provvmcnt brought about borh by incrcasmg wealth and hv
technological advancement . wherca... wealthier horne, had
livc-m maids and burlcrs who took call' oi the household
chon:.., tarmhc-, 01 more moderate mean .. were now obram.
ing new household appl iances that increased the case and
cornfon of their lives: the coal stove and gas range
replaced the old fireplace and wood-burrung stove, thc
vacuu m cleaner I"air clcarn ng"] replaced the broom and the
carpet sweeper; ~a.. lamp.. ,l;av~' way to electric lights; and
phunogruph reco rd.., ..rcrcopucon.., and magic lanterns
supplemented the piano and the home organ. New sewmg

mac hi nes, ncw clorhcs-wa..lung devices. new hut -air furn aces, and new hot ­
wa ter boilers all added to the comfort!'> 01 nuddlc-ctnss homes in the ...c year ...
The manufact ur e of convenience.. for the mid dle -class, hou ..cwife was a major
source of rhc pros perity of the city's mi ll.., factories. ... hop.., and department

•
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"torl'S. Th ~~e comfort s carne mo re xluwlv to low er-rnidd lc-clavs tam ih cs, hut

gruduullv they begun r nakmg thei r way in to the ir homes as well .

In IKK9 the Beatd of Tradetoumat \lite fed it" read ers this glo l.:ing des cnp­
t inn of Provid ence:

The cuv 01 Provrdc ncc, sllu.lIl,d .n the head 01 Narraganscn Bav, en tered
Ihm UJ:h a harbor not excelled bv .Jny on the Atlanlle Seaboa rd, with railru' ld
rcrrrunal racrhue-, attordmg close and duccr conru-ctmn with all pans 01 the
world, with lb healthy sed brccac-, and caluhnouc chrnatc, it<, wd l.ft.·J:u lat l·J
vannarv laws, clean SUet'ls, an abundant suppl y ot pu rl' water, It:'> low dedlh
rate-s-a cnv well.governed and dmpl)' protected bv the most cttrcrcru ure .JnJ
pohce depanmenr-; Its l/:reat number "I churches, II!> educauonal opporrum­
lies, con<'I!>!JnJ: 01 puhhc and pnvatc schuuls, 3 IrCI' puhhc hhrarv Brow n

Umvcrsuv and Fru:nJs "chuul, Ih J:1l'at hankln!/: capnal and many ch.mr.rhie
msntunons-c-wnh allthc-,c comhmcd, we shalltrv \(I prove Ih," th.:!> elt\ I ..

more dcsuable 101 a place "I resrdcncc and inr husme-,-, rurl'(j~C~ than Jny
other.

~

.
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"Providence hd... the trncst climate north of Cape Charles." said the lot/mal
in IKYO. " No city on the coa..t has boner facihties lor ..ummvr rccrcauon and

no city ha .... a better average 01 comtort ot hfe. " Five year... later the toumal
summarized (he city 's benem ... in another panegvnc:

Pnwrdencc, hutlt like Rome upon 11 .... seven hill .... tanned hy gcntlc breeze ....
irom the ocean, wuh it ... trecdom from ....cnous epsdcmu- .... , II .... grc,lt wealth.
large hnnktng t.rcrlmcs large and vaned mdusrnes, u-, ncarnc to other gn'al
C0111Il1eICi,11 ce'n(re's. it ... socicrv .....choul ... , churches, bcuuutul urroundmg...
and ... plcndid t rcct«, I'" nut excelled hy any other city In the U,S, 1m rest-
dunce and hu [l1I: ....... purpo...c ..... "

Rhode Island businessmen .....ere Iond oi referring to Providence a.., "the
Queen City of New England" or "the Center of Northern Industr y " or "the
Southern Catcwav lit New England ." Their nvalrv with B!l... tun WJS inrcn....e
10 these years, and they' frequently in-a ... ted that Providence could and ..hould
outstrip that city a ... the huh 01 the universe. One rca-on why they felt conn-
dent that Providence could overtake Bo... ron as a commercial and hu me ....
center was that Providence had ,I bcncr harbor, a hundred rmles c1o cr til the
cotton and COJI centers to the ..outh, a hundred miles closer tu New York and

the Panama Canal, less trcacherou ... and better pnucctcd, MId not rcqumng ,I

dangerous roumcy around Capt' Cod for access. (Even the dlAAing 01 tht'
wetland Canul m 1'J14, which m.ulv that journey unnccc...sur y for much of

Blf~ton"" stupputg, did not convince them that Boston was hound 10 remain
on top.) "Why doe cotton lrom New Orleans and Cnlvc ... ton come to provi -
donee only- Viol B!l ton." a-ked one hu ... mcs...man in IYCK). "when it could
come dirccrlv into our port at a greater saving m .,hirrln,.:: costs," Further ­
more, said the Board 01 Trade , " It ...hould he the dutv 01 cvcrv citizen III I'rovi.
donee to aid in turrunx all ot the inland freight oi Nc w England dcsnncd tor
the South or Southwc... t to our Jocks and here tran..tcrrcd to the vc-,....cl-," that
would rake It ...outhward.

Although the hu ...me .... and commcrcrallcadcrs oi l'rovrdcncc trencd ovvr the
declining tratnc into and out of tbc harbor, this traffic wa-, hy no mean ......null

in these years. According to ii~urc... reported hy the HOi/rd of Trade IOllrl1I1J. m
I HI.JO the state imported 20.~.0{)O hales ot COlton, 1l'J,()(lO balc-, oi wool,

1,0 , 0.000 ton... of CO,II, 6:i.000 ton... of iron end su-cl. KU,OOO feet of lumhcr,
I74,:i6Y harrcls of lubrtcanng nil for m.rchincry, and 200 tons 01 crude ruhhcr.
Much ot [hi .. carne to [he city hy r.ril, hut a good deal am cd via the dock....
While most ot the ships that went in and out oi the h.trbur were eng.reed in
rhc American coa ..t a] trade rJther th<ln fOICi/o:1l trJde, tht' numher oi ,lTri\·al...
and departures wa.., ...urprismg. In !HKY I'wviuence hJrhnr n:ceived ~xl ve ... ·
....0.:1 .... includin/o: ll.~ ..teamers. 4f, ..team tugs. I stt'am yacht. 117 ~al1m~ ....choo­

ncrs . 6 !>loop... ."1 h.lr~es . I torelgn hn~, and 6 forei).,'11 "'choont'rs. It I ....

..Igmiicant that ..tc.1m·po.....ered \'e .....eb outnllmhert:d "'lIlmg shIp.... hv nnlv 170
to UO in Ii\Kl,l; m ..uh equent yot',lI'> tht' proportitlll 01 ... tt·,ll1l1:rs to ...ailin~ ..hlp"

would !>teJudy incre'l e. The kind.. lit goods th.1t ProVidence impont'd, how ·
t'Vl'r, did not ch'll1ge. Coa l iut ht'at ,1lld power rem.llned the 1.lrgt'st impflrt
during this pt'riod, followed hy colton ,ml! wool, Illllllwr, ,lilt! iron ;1I1d ... (t'L'1.

But hefort· tht, ConfidL'nt Years wcre tlVt·r. oil imporls r,lridly Il1St' to e4ual
thost' oi coal as the diesel cngtnc ferlact'd the coal·ht·,lled ..,tcam en,t::Jne .

While tht' h.lrhnr h,ld no oceJn lmeh 'lrnvin,t:: on a rc~ular ha..t.... unnl alter
1l,l1O, it h;ld a 1.IIKe numh('r uf pa ...o;en~er ...hir~ dotn1': local ;tnd coa"(.1l hu ..i·
nes.,. 1\1.0...1 ot the~t: wert' ~ide-wheeleI~powered hy Cll.ll·heatt:d .;tt',lm en ·
~Jnes . thou,t::h t ..... m·prope!lt·I vc .....eb ~Iadually Ierlact·J the .... Ide·wheelers
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after 1910. In the f1r~t decade (Ii rhc t wcnncth century , no les~ th an seven
steamsh ip lme-, had vessels leaving the city d.n lv UJ carrv rassen~ers up and
down the Ea... t Coast : t he Providcncc-S romngron Lin e, rhc Nar ragansett Bay
li ne, the Joy li ne, an d rhc Entc rpn-c li nt' a ll took pa ...se ngc rs to New York

C ity for tar es as Iovv h 5150; the Bust un ·P hiladeiph la Lmc stoppe d regularly

--- - . -~ - ~ _ . .c..~ ~ ._ _

- --. . --
•

•

in Pro vide-nce; t he Provrdcncc-Nonol k-Balu mor c line carried mostly freigh t
10 Ma ry lan d an d Virg in i.1; .1Od t he Clyde Line went as tar so ut h as

Wil mi ngton, Nort h Caruhna In addiuon . rhcr c we re t hree loca l ste amshi p
lin es ca rryi ng over l ,l:iO,(X)() pas..cngvrs a year 10 various spots around

Narraga nsett Ray: t he Providence-Pal l River -New por t Steamboa t Company,
the Seaconnet Stea rn..hip line, and i hc Ne w Shoreham line, which ran 10

Block Island. It wa ... on these three lmcs that most people iro m Pro vidence
took advantage 01 the grow109 numbe r 01 veactdc rc ..ons. amusement parks,
and beaches tor their summer rcc rcanon

Busmess leader.. were con... tantlv tT)'m~ UJ induce the city, the state, and the
federal government 10 help improve (he harbor's facilities. Propo...ul-, included
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the widening, srrarghrening and dredging of the twenty-nve-foot channel. the
installation of beuer harbor IiRhls , the purchase 01 nrcboa ts . and, espcciallv,
the construction of brgger and more effirrenr freight -handling docks and
wha rves. The hopes for a large r harbor traffic, however, were not marched by
the reahues ove r the year:'>.

Th ree reason s were usuall y xrvcn for the inabtlnv ( If the port of Provi dence to

co mpete cffccnvclv with Boston: first , not en ough money wa s spen t on har­
hor improvem ent. seco nd, ra il con nec t ions between Providence and th e wes t­
e rn hinte rlan ds were ina dequate; th ird , and most important, th e New Ymk ,
New Haven an d Han ford Railroad seemed to ha ve a suu nglchold on the
tr ansport ation sys tem of the ci ty . Not on ly did rhc New Ha ven Raitroad con ­
tr ol a ll rail t raffic III N~w York, hu t it a lso owned two of the largest stea m ­
ship lines and controlled Providence's trolley syste m , The New Haven did

not want the competition of a western railroad or of another freigh t or p<l"­
scngcr line to New York or elsewhere along the coast. In part the suanale­
hold oi rbc rai lroad can he laid 10 rhc political machmauons of bankers and
polit icians a llied wit h Rhode Islan d senator Nelson \\'. Aldrich an d the
Republican poli ti ca l machine tha t ran the ci ty and the ..tate." In part ,
however, it was si mply tas te r, more effic ient. an d therefore cheaper to ..hip
goods (except for suc h bulky product s as coal, iron, and t imber! hy rail t ha n
hy water. It was also che aper for most co tt on sellers til send cotton in hul k
to Hus ton an d th en hy rail hack down to Providen ce tha n to urrunge sepa rate
w ho lesale contrac ts for Providen ce alone . Massach uscn ..., New Hampshi re.
Maine, and Vermont had better ra il connec t ions wit h Bo..ton tha n w n h
Providen ce, and most of the texti le mills using raw wool and cotton in New
Engla nd were north of Rhode Island.

The rail road had come to Providence in the firsr half of the nineteenth cen ­
tury, hut the mrcrcst of the rai lroad 10 local transport wuhm the city did
not bcgm un til the advent of the electric trolley ca r 10 1H92. The fir:;t tr olley
tr ack s had bee n la id in Providence in th e lR60s, and the tir... t tr olleys we re
pulled by hor ..cs. Alt hough they earned some freigh t from the ra ilroad and
th e dock s to th e vario us fac tories an d hac k, th ey were mos tly used to carry
10c;11 passenger to and from work. Hut horsccars were s low, and hy 11-:90 th e

trolley companies we re bcgtnning to experimen t with cable cars. Then carne

the elect ric power revol ut ion, an d th e great era of th e e lc tr ic t roll ey ca me
wi th it . In 1H9J th e Board of Trade toumal not ed rh nr

the electric railm;u.l ll .e., noll ...)" car ll" no longer an expcnmcnt. It ha-, pasced
its crud... condmons and a" an cslahll~heu , if but n........ . facto In public
service, lis IUIUll' development I" among the cenamne-, that anncrpatc
history. It I" threading; the streerv ..... uh steel. and cuh-.....ebhmg the au
wnh Wile" . It IS adding suburban towns 10 the cuv centers and ,,1I:IIalln.l: th e
arrcnes 01 rapid transit lrom cnn,ll:l""led drsmcrs, beyond rhc mngcs ni "moh­
and norse to rural sce ne.., where, In purer au and vwv... t ...r vurroundingv ou r
thnU"-dnd~ III nul... ,!> can enlo}' home and healrh Ikon' i t !> marvelous
e xpanvmn ,m J II" rrmsequcru auracnvcness to capnal and cnt erprtxe .•

This lyrica l pac.m to the clcct ric trolley igno red some nf it s less plea sa nt lea­
rurcs-c-rhe din of iron wheel s on iron r'lil s; the danger to pedestrians, wagons.
and carriages; the inconvenience of st raphang ing a t rus h hours; and the prob­
lc m of tr ans fer tick et s and the six-cent fare .

T he Ioumal also did nut rncnnon that nne of the aspl'Cts of rhe trol ley husi.
ne!>s which made it so a ttract ive to capna l and cnterpnsc was that it ran on
a public franch ise granted tbrough the goodwill 1'1 a pliant city council and

•
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st at c legis latu re. wh ich showed more concern tor the pro fits of the investors
than lor the int e rests of the ci ty , In fact . the slate took the power of streetcar
fran chises from Providence and ban ded them out as a monopoly to a com­
pany tha t woul d he bo ught out hy rhc New Haven Rai lroa d in 1902. T he Iran .
cluses were granted lor twenty years at a sbocktnalv low rate oi payment to

the cny . Investors ' profits were hig h. hut it was generally agreed that the trol­
leys were effic ient ." In I xx") Prov iden ce had one ho rsecar line, one cable ca r
line , and 6J mik-, of track ; by 1912 it ha d 1011.51'> miles of tr ack and ~.l:; elec ­
tric trolley cars carry ing 15 1.672 passenge rs a day ,

T he trolley lines not only crissewss\.·J the central city hut rapidly moved Out
to the neighbori ng towns. By 1900 the interurhan trolley had reached Fall
River, T aunton, and Narraganscn . Ten years later one could travel hv trolley
to woonsocket. Worcester, Chepachet, Pascoag, and the Attleboros. If the
railroad connec ted Providence to Boston and Wash ingto n. the trolley con ­
nected it to the smaller towns and cines within a fifty -mile radius . By 1910
there were 960 miles of trolley tracks III Rhode Island.

It is mrcrcsnna that the man who comrollcd the rrolk-v car cornpanv.
Mar,>tk n I. Perry , also cnnt rollcd borh rhc elccrnc company that provided the
trolleys power and the g.:JS company rh,u brought light and cooking facihnc-,
to the growing ...uhu rb- . Muckrakers of the dav in fact called Perry "the man
who owned Rhode Isla nd," lor he .llso ran the Uruun Trust Company, which
supplied much of rhe capital tor thc-,c cnrcrpnvcv. Perry might he called " the
man who burh Rhode Island " a!'! well, for ;IS the st ree tcar hn e-, expa nded, they
ma de pos-able the development of new horru-s and neighborhood.... Th is devel .
op ment meant prospe rous li mes lor co nrrncuus, bricklayers, carpen ters, elec -
t ricians, paint ers, and gardene rs, ;IS wcll a-, lor loca l storekeepe rs and the
provide rs of various local se rvices. It wa ... a prosperity that offe red ma ny
young men the opport unity to r.nsc thei r !'! t,HUIIl in the world .

Then as now. iobs, cons truc tio n. and, ot course. prof rrs and wages were th e
real measure of prospcnt v. M.tr!'!dl'n I'vrrv unfon una rely had s utficic nr poli t i.

cal pow er to prevent th e stree tcar conducto rs from gaining a decent wage, and
in 1902 he ma naged to U S l: th e police and th e ci ty counc il to break a major

st rike hy th e st rccrc.u workers ' union . whi ch was seek ing a ten-hour day."
Hut th e am ount of builduu; rha r went 0 11 Juring th ese years pro vided more
robs than the nnrnt granr s could fil l. Th e imnugrarn s hurle rhc railroads, the
rrol lcv lines, an d the ma ny new pub lic and o!fin : building-, of the tim e. mak­
ing this th e greatest ccnst ruc tron era in Providence history. It was during
these yea rs ton tha t some irn migrant contractors, through the ir control oi the
imm igrant lahor supply , hegan to make their way up the ladder oi tree enter ­
prise, eventually becomi ng al most .IS ric h a.. the textil e magna te ... The ir
names, now well known, we re not Ang lo-Saxon. and they and their Ianuhcs
did not at n rst helong to the clubs 0 1 t he gO\'l'rnmg class.

"C ivic improvement ," or "publ ic se rvice," became the watchword of t'rovr­
donee busrru-ssmcn at the end 01 the nmcrccmh century . One oj the nrcr .ICt!'!

01 civic Improvement WdS the deer-ron to till III the Cove Basin at the center
01 the ci tvso that a new railroad te rminal could be built there to replace the
old Uniun Depot , which .... rood iuvt to rh.....ouih III Exchange Place. The cnv
began the difficult and cxpcnovc rob III 1~90. The Hoard of Trud e tou mal
supported the proil·ct- "The Cove Ha..in , uncc ' a rhmg 0 1 beauty and a lOy for ­
ever,' hut 01 late years a useless and expens ive tract 01 mud and dirty water



5 1 PROVIDEN C E. T i lE C D N F I Il EN T YlAR~ , rsvn -r vzo

flnr uH'd /'1' rna, hent rlmh·" ,md Ihal
bv rh,' , <l111O<lJ " .\1<111<"1 \'IU<lU' b..carne
the /r,m'p" llu/Jun center 01 I'IUI "It'n, "
and H' W,II.."mnt l>U\tIt-J wnh ,I, 1/\ HV

\h " w "r 11<'I~hl I'uld <11"nx Canal '/ren.
{/,<"<I /lNO, I,h."" I" I' A \\ tllcmm, RIII\
Collec·wm IRill Xl (.bON Head 01 lIul"/­

X<luun. C,<lwtoIJ \1,....., HlldK,('. (/1<tJ 11'1'0.

<lnom'mvu\ pholoX1<1ph.., Rill' C"Il... lwn
(RHI XJ 11NO! /)<1\ Illpp<'I' W<ll/tnK, '"

emtrark en rh.. 'l<"<Jma .\\nunl H"J'C, 19Of>.
anonl mou~ phu'uK,l<lphcr lUI" Colie, tum
'R HI)(J6W2

exhal ing offens ive odors , is fa... ' becoming a Ih ing Ilf the past ," it observed
after the work had begu n-c-bur II cou ld also wax no... ralg ic over a disappeari ng
city landmark:

Its vas r area IS he Ill): rapullv IilkJ In :.00 Inn,!:t:r can .....e ..u on ItS mov-v
banks. or han): our leel over the suj ruundmg walls and tempt th e Irlsky
shiner ..... irh rhe lu..crouc caster wnrm , nevc r ag-nn can we refre-sh our !l red
bodies bv a sw im In " SanJy Btlltom " l w... rumcd awav wuh rears In our eves
as we leu the scenes tit our vouthtul davv We had the vat rsfactro n oi know .
In~ rha r the lonl: and vex ...d ...ucctmn "I lmrrm'cd rarlruad terminal tacrlme-,
IS raprdlv dprrnd<.:hlnl;. cul m malton.
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Expla ini ng progress in such romantic terms seems typical of the businessmen
of the period. A la ter observe r, lohn Hutchins Cady, took a very diffe rent
view of the matte r:

In perrmmng th e railroad.. ltJ run thcrr tracks OIl grad e lor a distance or seven
miles through the CIt)', the e ll )' Cou nc il nOI unly created a new impediment
to hrghwav circulanon, hut sun cnoned a dev elopment which led , mevrtahlv,
to a widespread area oi slums . In apprtlVIO~ the terminal development plan .
by which a viaduct wac erected and hei~t yards evrabhshed ncar the civic
Center[oi the ClI)'] the Council cuecuvel v blocked dn)' plan tor mtegranng the
State House approaches with Exchange rlacl;: .)-

As Cady noted, the city was also remiss in another area dunng this period :
It failed to control the pollution of us ri ....ers and harbor. The Board of Trade
finally acknowledged this price of progress 10 1910, but on ly when it became:
e.... idem that the harbor was fast IO~IO,I1; its supply of edible fresh oysters."

The Cove Basin was finally HUed In by 1/'1%, the year the old railroad termi­
nal burned down, but 11 wok two more years to build the new terminal.
During these years a number of iron bridges were consrrucrcd across the
Woo nasquatucket, Mosbassuck . and Providence rivers to accommodate rrol ­
lev ca rs and rail roads, and in IXI}:i the cit y also built the Red Bridge ovcr the
Seekonk River. The brid,l1;cs over the Providence Rive r at the center of the
city were connected 10 su ch a way as to enable thc Chamber of Commerce to
cla im that they were all one bndge. 1,1-1 7 feet wide . Guidebooks described it
as " the widest bridge in the world. "!h

But it was. not the rai lroads, the trolleys, or th e bridges that provided the im ­

age for Providence's civic pride an d growth in these years . That image came.
rather, irom the many costly new buudmgs tha t went up year after yea r­
schools. chu rches. offices , an d ciVIC buildings. The accompany ing list includes
only some 01 the more no tab le produc ts of this tr emendou s build ing boom.
Of these, the crowning symbol of the cr.I'!. confi dence and pride was. the new

State H Oll SC, designed hy the renow ned archi tectural ii rm of McKim , Mead,
.lOJ White an d huilt on the crest ot Smi th Hill overlooking the center of the
city . T opp ing this huge edifice is a fifty -foot unsupported marhl e do me that is
said to he the second la rgest in th e worl d,

1890

IS9 l

IHY2

I RI}.~

1895~19O-I

1896
I S'J(i-I}~

IS'J ?

18'JS

Churc h of the Messiah

Home for Aged Men

Wat erman Building, Rhude Island School of Design

St. Marin's Home for working girls
Centra l Co ngrcganonal Church

St. loscph's Hospit al

Police stanon
Sta te Normal Sehool lRhode Island College ot Educauon l
]\'\;llhewson Street Methodist Chu rch
School tor rhc Deaf

Sta le House

Banigan [no w Arn ica ! BUilding

Union Stat ion

Classical HI,I1;h School

Hope HiM School
Butler Hospual
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1900

1901

1901-3

1905

190'
1910

1911

1913

Providence I'uhlic Library
Rhode Island Hn...pnal

Fire srauon
Union Trust Ruildln~

YWCA tor workmg; ,l;:irl"
Federal Building

Chri ...uan Science C hurch

Charlo... V, C hapin Ho...pual
John Hay Library , Brown Umvcrcn v

Temple Beth El

YMCA
Turk 's Head BUilding
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Where did the money lor .111 these new buildmgs cnrnc from! It came from
the profits of enterprise, from the willingness of the Votl'ls to pay taxes, from
the willingness of banks to make the necessary luans For churches . the
YMCA /YWCA , private schools and charitable institutions, it ca rne trum pri ­
vate subscriptions. For public schools, the police -aanon . the fire station, and
rhc Stale House, II ca me h um public tax es . Busincv-rnen themselves pard tor
office buildings. But 001.' way or another, rhc mon ey ulumatclv carne from
business enterpri se and the labor oi the workingman . Economical ly, ProVI ­
dcnce wav booming, in the words of th e 80'Jrd of Trade toumal. these w ere
years of " u nparalleled pru'ipcrity ."!"In 1901 Providence's 1,933 firrn-, had a
combined capital investment of S83 million ." In 19m the city produced
S100 million in manufactured goods, including S"'O million in w oolen .. and
worsteds, S26 million in cot ton goods. S1.:; million in silk, S17 million III
jewelry and silver, SIJ million in machm ex, S IUmilium in rubber good'i ,
And 55 million in electrical supplies .>

Ry IYIl Providence had tour high schools, seventeen gramm.rr schools, ,\0,371
students, UN'" teachers, 36Y policemen, 31 S firemen . nnda population of
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130,000. what did the cuv '... residents do with their leisure time; T hl'Ywent to
theaters, t hey went to muvics, they went to bcachc..; they went to amusement
parks. they wen! to public parks. Alt hough there were beaches even wnlun the
ci ty limits of Providence in those days. the main swimming areas were the
beaches nf Newport and Narraganset t. While the rich vacauoncd in watch Hill
and Newport and cruised In vachr-, made by the; Hcrrcshottv, [he poor went to

the new amusement park... -c-Rockv Point, Crescent Park. Royden Height ... .
Vanity Fair-that wen' giving the bay a rcpuratum as "the Coney hl.md oi
New England. " Most 01 these place... could be reached b)' trolley ior ten cents.

For a nickel ,I Providence residen t cou ld rakea trolley to one of the public

parks within the ci ty it ...elf. The Public Pa rk A ...sociar iun h.id been termed In
ISH3 by a group of two hundred civic-minded ci tizens, and by dim 01 con­
stant effort it had gradually made the city park -con...ciou... . By the turn 01 the
century there wa~ much interest in beautifying Providence hv parke. malls,

and boulevard... lined wnh trees, shrubs. and flowers . u ... uallv with a ... rarue or
a fountam ;1"; a centerpiece. In 1901 the city formed the Roard oi Park Com­
m i...stoners . and In lY04 the state cstabhsbed the Metropoli tan Pa rk Distr ic t
Commission. Through these efforts Roger Wi ll iam s Park W,IS Increased from
us ori gin a l 100 ac res in IHs 6 to 462 ac res by IYJO. and Dav is Park wa .. ere­
aced in 1891, Tockwonon Park in IHY6, and Ncuraconkanut Park 111 IlJQ..4.

Between 1900 and 1910 the city added 90 acres of parks. oy 1910 there were
ihmv-onc park!'> covenng a total of 640 acres. II

The Board of Trade was ;1.. enthusiasuc about this beaunncanon of the cnv
as it was about t he c ity's industrial progress:

Tht: <:()n~rt:,l~a ling 01 p,;opl,; in erne.. at a much f'l~t,;r ra te them ever hcfun­
knuwn 10 Ihl' world-s hl~tnry, hav hruugh r about new condiuons which
demand rchcf from over-crowding. . Parks arc nil lonj<:cr con-adcrcd
luxune-, hv any well -mtormed per ..on. hUI art: rccogmzed a-, nece....me.. tor
the health and moral well-being III every community anJ c....ennal to the
property nl <I modem ClIY If a cny b not anracnve It Will nor aCI.jUIlC [the]
wealth .1I1U populauon Ihal would nt herwr ..t: come to it. Th~· plea ..ant
..ccncsot n,Hure and th e plavground... of the p~'nT'lc . will pn-..cntlv h~·

destroved and forever nhluerated except ior puhlic <action In pre ...ervc them.

The busi nessmen supported a proposal to raise S200,OOO fo r parks in a city
refe rendu m in the spri ng 0/1906, and t hey favored approving a 52:i0.000
budget for the Mctrupoluan Park Drsmct in a vta tcwrde reecrcndum that tall.
"C o m pared wuh tho..e Ilt rhc averJ~t: city," vaul the Boord o f Trade tournai.

rhc po ..... lhilllleo;art: superb iOT a pdrk ..vstem [10 Providence] wundcrtullv
vaned and nne .

There art: acuve men Yl'r living who remember when pnwrdcnce wa .. ,I \"IlLig,;
and CllW ... reamed over the ..t uhhv meadow .. from Srcwurd St. tnPawt uxct
interrupted only hv J tcw stonewall...md raiI fence s , Evcn when Ber-cv
William.. gave her larm 10 the people about , ~ o vcar .. or ..o JK". they hccn.ued
In it s acceptance becau..t: It wav " ';I ' 1.1l bcvond anv pO..... lhle U..t.·

Withoullrt.·..h air dml hJPPY sUfTounum,,". tht.· two greart:..r IJClm~ lilT
c!llclcncy 01 !ahor dnJ J eonlentt:u people. th t: mJuo;trll:" "j Prm IJcn<:c
....ould mevna"ly Jedrne

The M et ropo lit a n Pa rk CommiSSIOn n:commended that thl' p,lrks hl· hnkcd

lll~cther hy :.paeious hllulL'va rds:

The gCOl'rJI plan propo..ed provlJC... j"r a SCllC" 1,1 ....idc h"ulcvarJ....... ell
plantl'J tree:. and hJrdv ..hmb\>. extenJrn,l!; !rom Ihl' cemre "I I'ronJcnn' 10
rhl." cnL.:lTdtnl( nnlt oi Ihe prul"''''t.·u park wstem
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IThe pla n ] provides 0PP0T!UflltlCS for cnroymcn r to rbc labonng man and his
family unsurpassed hy any that t he riches ollhe rmlhouarre can SCl:UfL'. It
would attract rrum v vrsrmrs. II would draw a lcivurc class of acstbcuc tastes
that raises th e ch aracter of the community hy its presence . " Experience
ever ywh ere gocs to show that well-s elected parks art' almost invariablv a
good fman c i.al mv cxtrnen t

ITIH' eighteen miles of planned boulevards] would develop much renlest.tte
and pruvidc many mi lcs Ilf splendid sites lor the bui lding of fine residences.

[Thc people of Providence have I the chote c of a ClIY gr,uhllr hcuut iful and
picturesque. IlT on e shock mgly ugly and ill.arrangcd.!'

One of the most important improvements brought about hy the City Bcauri­
ful movement was the rearrangement of Exchange Place, then considered the
civic center of Prov idence. When the old Union De-put was replaced by the
new railroad station in LR9R, the city covered the area with cobblestone and
granite, but otherwise the only adommcnr there was the Soldiers and Sailors
Monument [erected in IS7l) and the General Burnside statue (erect ed in
ISR71. Beginning in 1900, however, the Public Park Association began to urge
that the center of " t he city beautiful " be given a more parklike atmosphere.
In that year both tb c Soldiers and Sailors Monument and the Burnside statue
were moved, the latter to join the Hajnnt t i Fountain ill the new park south of
th e railroad station . Two years late r a series of circular gardens was added to

an extended mall in front of City Ha ll , and a comfort station and trolley tcr.
minal were erected in 1l,l14. "

An enormous number of private clubs, beneficial societies, lodges, athletic
clubs. and country c luhs flourished in Providence during these years. " Sec ret
Beneficial Societies abound in sufficient numbe rs to suit the demands of all,"
said the Board of Trade loum at in IH95. The iourna! referred specifically to
the Masonic Te m ple (40 lodges], the odd Fellows 133 lodges] , the Knights of

I'yrhias, the Knights Tcrnplar. the Elks, and the Foresters; in all, reported t he
Journ al. there were 282 fraternal societies in the city. T here were also exclu­
sive clubs for the wealthy, including, in t he mctropoliran area, the Union
Cluh, the Hope Club, the West Side Cluh, the Providence Coun try Club, t he
Agawam Hum Cluh, the Squant um Cluh, the Pornbam Club, and the Provi­
deuce At hlctrc C luh. There were hoat and yacht clubs; there were the Provi­
dence Art Cluh, the Telma Dramatic Cluh, the Arion Choral Society , the
Players Cluh, the Calumet Club. and there were the patrjotic organizations­
the Daughters of the American Revolution, th e Sons of the American Revolu­
lion , the Colonial Dames. th e Mayflower Descendants, the Society of

Colonial Wars, the Society oi Pun rnns . Bro wn University had its fraternities.
In 1909 the Catholic Cluh was formed. and titer came the many lodges oi the
Knights of Columhu.... There were al ...u a variety oi Hibernian societies and
other immigrant organizations. When businessmen supplemented yachti ng
with golf after 1910, many of the country cluhs added goli courses . Monc y
and leisure abounded in the Confident Years.

One development of m ate r proportions at the turn oi the ce nt ury was the
advent of the tel ephon e. In 11\91 the city council granted a monopoly of the
telephone business to the Providence Telephone Compan y, with the under­

standing that It would lay all its inner-city telephone wire underground .
There were (lilly five thousand telephone subscribers in 1Hl,l5, but hy !Y03
the hundred women employed as switchboard operators were handling
.ll,l,SOO ca lls 'l da y,
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The city's depart ment :-'lnre~ , whi ch gradually repla ced rhe small spccralt y
shops during these yea rs, were the prim e movers bchmd th e annua l OIJ
Home WCt'k celebration that took pla ce eve ry spring. Erecting elahorJtl:"
a rches and other festive decorat ions. the sponsors ot Old Horne Week ar ­

ranged pa rades, balloon ascensions, and a week . long -chcdule 01 sporti ng
events-s-crew ruccs on the nvcr. auto races , hicycle races , motor boat race...­
all to bring shopper" to downtown Providence .

Meanwhile the harbor called lor renew ed att ent ion as steamsh ip... becam e

larger and larger and the cu v'v commercialleaders sough t the kind ot docking
facilities that would attract the hurgconmg ocean .liner bu siness . Th e nr ... t
step in this process W.1S taken when Senator Nelson Aldnch got the tcdcr ul
River and Harbor Commission to come til Pruvrdcn ce In IlJO-t to loo k over rhc

1'1ol'Jd..n.-.' f<l rrrt,d "w d \'/X"Hm' j'lIdX'"
J;uJJdlnx pWXl<l m h.'I \>'~t'n /fN2 lind /flY?
Thl' phorOX1<lph, f<lk .'n jw <Ill umaennnca
pho/flX'<lpha In JlN.l ,h"\>'1 rhe It'um
I rru,.,ioll ,d/h" ,,'rolllJllJX w<llI, <l1'mg fhl'

l'nwidcnce R/I'r'f oj! If' convereence ",uh
Ih.. W''''lw " !u<l ru,,kcr nnd M",h<l'.\uck
nvrrv R 11/,,> Cfl!ll', 110 m (R tns X,l MN.J),

facil iti es an d mak e rccommcndnnon s.\" T he state itself voted a hal f millum
dolla rs as its shan: tow ard finnn cing ha rbor irnprovcmcnrs . With Ald rjch's

he lp, the city recciv ed a l.uge grant to dredge the ha rbor to a depth of thirty
feet, to make it six hundred feet wide , and til vtraighren t~l' channel hv Cut ­

ti ng off pan of Fiel d 's Point and S,lssalr,l'" Point . Then the city was persuaded
to improve its municipa l wharf; and in ["112 rhc state began construcnng a
state pier, wh ich it completed in 1"1I ·L Partlv ,1 ... a result of these improve­
ments , harbor tonnage reached ,I «nal of three million tons in IlJ12, and in

1911 the Fabre Line inaugurated till:" flr"t tra nsoceanic servi ce between l'rovi .
dcnce and the Azores, Portugal , and l\1.u"ellles. In 191H and 1919 the line
landed fourteen thousa nd pa"senger" in Providence . At last , it -ccrucd . the
city might really become " rhe C atcwav to New England" ! In 1910 th e three­
smokestack luxury liner SS l'ml'it!elln' made n s maid en vovagc to th e cuv.

One dream that failed to rnatcna hzc In rhc sc year" was the creation ut a rail.
TO.1d that would link Providenc e to nort he rn New Engla nd an d xt om rcal. A

proposal to bring rhc Vermont Cent ra l Rarlr oad down through Wch... ter, Ma".
sachusens, and into Providence trom th e west ""'.1" aar ced to hv the Grand
Trunk Line of C anada. which con t ro lled the Verm ont C en tral. and the laymg
of the track began in 191 1. ' Hut IU"t wh en the new rout e seem ed to be nca r.
mg completion, the otiiccrs of th e Grand Trunk Line rnadc a deal WIth th e
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rapher capturcd the nu,\ scene UI rh,­
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New Haven Railroad. which tell th reatened bv the pro ..pt"CI 01 compctmon
with it s transport monopolv. and the Provrdcnce -to-Momrcal Ime wa .. never
completed.

8y 1916 Provid ence had ..ixrccn theater... Some of th e '>e housed repertory
drama co m paruv..... orne presented npcrns or musicals. MIme had vaudevi lle .
an d ..ome offered burlesq ue. Bu t the old-fashioned ..tilgl" presenta tions ,11

Kei th's. th e Erup rrv, th e Im peri al. t he Provid en ce Op era Hou..e. and the
Showboat were fa..t being displaced by motion pic tures . Aft er th e Nick el
Th eater became till" city's first full -time mov ie bou..c in 190 n" 1 number ot
othe r suc h theater.. we re erected .1" w ell: the Scenic Temple 1190fll. t he BljOU
1190HI. th e Casmo 11"' 101, the Emery 1 1 9 1 ~ 1 . Fay':. (1"'161. the .\ \ale'; (IC (or
Schubert! P9 161. rhc Strand 119161. and the Modern (I"'171. The Alhel' 0'" 1"'\

..... a.. huilt irnmcdtatelv after the war . In the..c carl v dJ\" one could ..ee the
Key..tone Cup.. or Charlic Chaplin lor a nickel. lnrcrc ... nnalv. the new
monon-pictu re houses we re buih even more lavi ..hlv than the old rcpcrrorv
drama and opera hou..c...""

Bu t th e most unpon.uu event til the prewa r vcar.. wa.. t he com ma ot rhc
au to mobi le. Th e IIT..t automobile ever ...ccn in Prov idence appeared In IKI,IH;
huilt and ow ned hy A. T . Cro .... , th i.....tcam-dn vcn vehic le create d a sen-anon
a.. its four-hor ..vpowvr engine prop elled it through the stre ets a t ten m iles an
hour. But autos were st ill a cunos u v In 1900, wh en the fir ... t car .. were pur­
chase d in the cnv bv R. L. Lippitt .md C. 1'. Knight In th.u year W. 1'. ,\ 1.1Ihl' r
founded rhc Rhode Islan d Automobile Club and starred nrgam::ml: race ... . Hv
11,110 Fou rni er'.. " Red Devi! " and Wint on 's " Bullet" reac hed speeds m exec...s
ot a m ile a rnmutc. covering one mill' in :l.lA second .. and ten miles in 'J rnm­
urc-, and 13 second.. rcspecnvelv.

In 190 1 rhe .\ 11Ih·aukn · Aurornolulc Surrey, powered hv ..ream. wa ... de..cubed
In t he Board 0; Trade Journal as "the tdcal carnage tor ..ummer resortcr­
doing hu~ine,>,> m th e City ." By IIJO~ the lam es Brown Machine Compa ny was
rna kma a gnsolmc-dnven motorcar called th e Cameron. which ha d J ... mglc­
cy linder, air -cooled engi ne wit h th e power oi si x horst's," In 1907 the Noc k
Au to Comp.m v erec ted th e ci ty',> fir"I).:.lrilgl' ior rt'pairing automubilc... Th e
fir.:,t Prov iden ce aut o sh ow took pl.rcc that sam e yea r. Dccln riru; tha t .1 revo­
lution in t ransport was un de r wav. in June 1901' the Hotlrd IIi Trade Jout/l<ll

devoted an enure i.....ue to the motorcar . A-,oi that da te rlic rc were 1,:lO(} ca r
owners in Rhode Island. with . ~ ,;OO vchnle-, rej1,i..tc rcd [a.. req uired hv ..tate
law in 1904 }. Thmv-nv c ca r dealerv w ere doing buvmc in Providence. AI·
though ga..ohne-propcllcd autos w ould pro ve to be the ave oi rbe tut urc,
Stanley steamers and electric car .. we re "'(111 gtvm;: them "ni i competition .
"T here art' more Sranlcv ..reamcr-, In u..e todil)· In Rhode IslJnd Ihan an\" om'
nlakl.' ot ,!;ilsnli nl' car ... .. the Juurna l repIlTll·d.-

Soo n tht'rl' W.I .. ,t demdnd ior an eil... ier way to get up ColIl',!;1.' H ill hy auto,
.tIld plans ",Trt· devist'd in r the hu ilding of vlild uct .. tll uea tt ' ,I Ie..... prl'l"lpl '
tou .... grad e. ()llt' Vi .ldllct Wi}S lk,> ignt'd to go up \'\/at efllun Strl'Ct .1lHI imotht'r
lip Rl'nevoknt St reet, hut nei ther wa .. ever built ." T ltt·.... t· Vl.ldllCt ... Wt'rl' 1.1'
VOTed more hy the trolley Clllllp,llly th an hy dUlO ownl' r....mJ the pu hlic W.I"
gen erally nrr0:'l·d to the m. T he trolll'v proh k m W.h IInilll\· ...o!n·d ..... hl·n the
[a..1 Side T unnd , runn in).: from Sou th Milin to T haver Street . wa'" com ·
pleted In 19 J.t . T he r,nlroild, me.m ..... hill·. hJd ,",olved the ...ame pwhlt'm m
IIJOH by di~ing the " EaSt SIde Hllu: ," a :l.O:-'O-loot tunnel h\" whIch tram ...
could procel.'d throu).:h thl.' htll trom dO..... n1own til J !'Ind;:e 1I\'l.'r thl' St'ekonk
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River, from whe re the)' could ~tJ north to Boston, east to Fall River, or south
to Bristol.

By 1911 downtown traffic wa .. so congested that policemen had to he placed
on duty to unsnarl it. To cope with the problem. new methods of traffic con.

trol were developed. mcludmg the replacement of mounted police hy motor­
cycle police." By IIJ.!O the automobile had revolutionized Providence . In 1900
there had been eighrv .rhrec livery stables and three hundred private stables or
carriage houses; hy !IJ.!O home!'> were hein~ huilt with garages instead oi car ­
nagc houses. and the livery ..table had heen replaced by the gas station.
Between IIJII and IIJ.!O the lire companies converted all their horse-drawn
fire engines mr o gasoline-powered trucks. and the hospitals, alter some hesi­
tation, decided to change from horse-drawn to gas-powered ambulances.

Having driven out the horse, the automobile then proceeded to dnvc out the
electric trolley . In !1J14 there were fleet ... of nmcvs uaxu, and aurobuses l
which could go places trolleys did nor go, dcbvenng you right from your dour
to your desnnarion. The trolley company complained. and for a time political
pressure drove the nmcvs out tit bu ..me's But private ownership 01 cars
could not be stopped, and hv IIJ!IJ the rrolle.... car cumpanv wcnt bankrupt."
Although it lingered on until the II}.lOs . It wa .. never healthy again .

~ World War I had hulc impact on Providence at flr!'>t ; m 1914 it all seemed
very tar a .....ay . In 1916 , however, a l'lig I'rcparcdncs... DdY ceremony was staged
on the City Hall steps hy those who believed that the nation would ...ooner or
loiter be drawn into the conflict . When the Untied States declared war on Ocr ­
many in April II} 17, the cny rnohihzcdtor ,H.:t10n with great speed and patri ­
otic fervor . Duri ng that year Providence rnluxht S6H million in Lihcrt v hond...
anJ gave another S2 million to war n-lict via the R~d Cross, the YMCA, and
rhc Boston Amhu lance Fund, A boiler shop was established hy the gove rn­

mcnt at Field's Poi nt . rhc Lonl Steamship Comp.mv received a contract to

construc t a fleet of twenty ships; 1oc,1I ruhhc r companies hegan making tires
for army trucks. With thousands of Rhode Is land nu-n volunteering or bcing
drafted into the army, ins urance companies in the city offered special low
rates to soldiers .

The war boom created ;1 great housing shortage III Providence as ten thousand
new workers en tered the city , German U·hoats were sported off the Rhode
Island coast and vigilance mounted." Everyone was encouraged to save food
and to plant vegetable gardem wherever land was available, to conserve food
for the WdT effon , the Providence police corn missioner ordered all saloons to
stop serving free lunches. " In 19jH Teddy Roosevelt came to the ctrv and
joined Rilly Sunday, who WdS conducnna a great revival crusade downtown,
in raisinx moncv for bends to " Lick the Hun. "•• In one of the sorrier episodes
of the war years, some of the city 's superpatriots concluded that Karl Muck,
the conductor oi the Boston Symphony Orchestra, was a German and there­

fore -,hould not he allowed to perform in Providence . The managers oi the
BSO insisted that Muck was SWiss, hut the supcrparnorv were unconvmccd .
The Hoardof Trade toumat recommended that Herr Muck and his orchestra
stay in Boston and pracncc playin~ the nauonal anthem."

Such xenophobia did not end with the war. Providence's immigrants-ccspe­
ciallv those who belonged to labor uruons-c-werc subrecred to considerable
suspicion and hostility . Speakinx in Providence in 19.!0 during hIS campaign

ior rhc Republican presrdcnnal norrunanon . General Leonard ''''DOd attacked



hi I'IUlVILJEN C £ THE. C O N F l l H N r YLAI~ <'; t s v n 1'1 ! U

H, 19J1Jlh,> ,ue""ol Iht' l 'u />lI , I'lirk
A "U< luI IOn /'<'uul/(,«1I I<m ,'Ih"', l"u/J
hI' ,I', 11 //I the ,1IIIu<11\"o:'1'",kl '111.1 Imu/e~

vard-; Ihmuxhotll Ih, (/1 ' Leander Hakt'f
U'cnrJ,·J a 1't'<lf,'lu/ "11"H,,..m III R"x",
I\ JI/JUnJ' Park. cma IINS, RIHS C"I/I'< I"'"
IRH1.'<3 ,,9<}IIo/ A \1,'" a/ollX Hm,ldl'u' "d'
mdudeJ In u '",;,11, I'"rl ,'r,," or Im"klt I'
('nrlflt'd Pruvrdence Illuvrrat cd p,' 11 R
/'ax" <In.1 Lflmp"llI UNI RIII\ CoJln'u m
,RlI, Xl t>9'N1 Reccm Je-Illn ,h<1m~"

<11'1'''<lr In <In ,mom rnrnrv I'h"I".~r<1I'h"

1901/. photu 01 f.n'h<lIlX,·I'/u, ( RllI\
Cnll, , lum RHI Xll'>tolJl



(,! PROV)D E"\J CE. THF CONFIDENT YEA RS , IS')O 1')10

the Lea~ue of Nat ions and "tressed the danger of Bolshev ism and anarchism
among the foruigncrv in Ameri ca . The toumal summarized Wood's speech in
a headline: "There i~ Room for but One Language in Am erica-that of w ash ­
ington, Lincoln, and Rcosevch.c-Loosc-Hbred Intcm an on ah sr n Means
Dcuth .c-S tand for Law and Order, 'Shoen or Ship ,' rhc 5.0,5. When Applied to
Dange rous Aliens." "T here is no room here for the red flag [of Bolshevism ]."
Wood ueda rt'd .""

The Chambe r 01 Commerce, which hnd organized a " War Council " in 191R,
decided it should interview all tnurugrants settling in th e cit y [() St'C if they
were willing to assimilate to 100 percent Americanism. Th e nu-m bers o j the
self -appointed commi ttee did not speak the language of the immigrants and
often intimida ted and harassed them. To cope with this sit uat ion, residents
of Fox POint formed an orgar uaauo n ca lled The Sons of Portugal. which
offer ed to assist Portuguese unmtgrarus wh o were f.H.:ing rhc commiucc's
III terrllgat ions.

World War I did nothing to weaken the eity\ confidence and opnmisuu in
fact , the successful war effort scorned to con firm the conviction that Provi .
deu ce was the greatest center ut industry in the nation and I hat its resources
were vital to the n.rtion's future . Yet there were changes taking place , some
of which would reshape the city 's future significimtly . Certain changes
received due notice at the urnc : in IY20 women gained the right to vote; "
th e electri fied railroad repla ced the old steam locomotive. the airplane, sn
useful in the W,lT , showed signs ut being about to ch ange the face of trnnspor­
t.mon yet another timt.';" ! and petroleum companies developed the first hig
tank farms around the edge of the harbor .

Most hu"i nessmen greeted the arrival of the oil tankers ,IS.1 sign ut the POTt 's
impruvemrru . Hut something had happened to the Ci ty Beauuful movcmcnr,
and the establishment of oil storage tanks along some of the last scenic
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Cdd",Hi"m <!nd !,<lr<ld(.',~ oIl/II km.t-;
were r"I1lI1WIl dunll>; thl' cit.\'\ COil/ideM
r<,ar.~, I'<lmr,'" and w<llll'<lf't'l-h,m>;n_'
lii\f'/ar thcIr /I"<lt m the lo,l/t> l.lI /' '' ' /)</ 1'

p<ltoJde, vnlt irame tmm Labor [l ay Par ade,
{'",dun'd /'1' C:ororl<'t "11ml, "r/)\'I<I",1<"',
/0,I/{" RI H5 Collt'(lJotl lIall X3 7/1(J()!
,~"ho<J/rh lld'l'n form 'I "human 11<1>;-- oil
rhl' ~rer~ of CIII' HlIll 'Ill I'rel'<luodm'"
Dcv. J IUIlI' /0,1/1>. ,m"Il\'m()tI~ photo>;
r,who R/H~ Cul/nllwi II<H/ Xl,l~'i1

shon-lmc ncar the city was allow ed to develop without complaint . The cit v
needed oil for powvr and heat, and th e LlI1k farm s seem ed to give Narra ­
gansett BaY '1I1 edge over l\o~tlln harbor at LIst. "Dcspuc W,H Drnwhnc ks."
proclaimed a Bnatd of Trade tou mal headline in !Y!S, " Murc Than 3,lOO,UOO
To ns of Freight Arri ved Here hy w.u cr In T welve Mont hs ,-l'wvidenee w.u
Soon he the Most lmporturu () i1 -n l ~tr i hllti ng Port on the North Arl.mnc
Cease.": Alt er 1920 nil i J1l port~ rep lace d coa l as th e ma tor tonnage lor the
port of Prov iden ce.

Th e ce nsus ui 1920 revealed somet hmg rhar the people 01 l'rovrd cncc could
scarcely believe, "Somcrhmg wro ng ..omcwhcre." comrncr ncd the Hoold 0/

Trade Journal abun the sransncc. • Wh;1I the ccn..u.. showed wa.. that Provt ­
dence was losin~ popul.mon 10 rhc ..ub urbs. T he city's growth had peaked III

IY!S with a figur e 01 HS,OOO; III IY20, according III rhc census, onlv 2 \S.lKXl
people lived m the Cit ...-. Cnn"ldcrmK the ovcrcru w ding 01 the war years, rhe,
decline seemed ha rd to believe. But the rvn-uv map clcarlv ..hewed w h,n w,b

happening: the populauon (I I the city was dccluung while the popular ron ot rhc
surroundmz ..uburhs W3" groWlllg, It provcd to he ,I .. I,e.n 01 thin,e.s to come

Somc thmg else changed drdstlcally III Providence during the Conndcm Year..
and th is change would m ru rn producetunbcr rmnur changes ancr 1920
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Between 1K90 and 1'J10 the nanvc.bom wen- slowly twing outnumbered hy

the foreign-born and their children. wlncb 111l'Jnt too that the Protestants
were being oumurnhcrcd hv the Roman Carholrcs Throughout these }'l',lrS

the Rcpubhcan machine, bv hook or bv crook , had kept control of the pohu­
cal system safely in the hands 01 the native-horn I'rorcsranrs-c-rhc rmddh­
c1ass-hoth in rhc city and In the ... talc. Alter IY20 tlus became mcrca-mglv
difficult, and early In rhc 19JO.. it became imposslhle. Dunng the Confident
Years no one toresaw how radically the ethnic change... would airel rhc nature
of the state, hut the unrmarune, wen: hc,.;inmn..: to make their presence felt
The turning point in rhc erhruc makeup ot the city was revealed av carlvas
(90S , .....hen a rdi~lOu", ccn...uv ...ho w cd that w hile the I'r(J[esrant~had el~ty ­

nine churches and the Roman Catholics onlv [w entv , there .....ere 101, ~~8
baptized Catholics and only xX"mJ I'rotcsranrs. 01 whom rust 2A,167 were
church members ,

One slgn 01 the cuv's connnued opurmvm ancr the war ..... J..; the construcnon
ot the ne w Hospnal Trust Building 10 IIJ(X; another WJ" the plan tor J million .
dollar veterans Memorial Audnonum, ... till another \'-J!'o the dccivinn to erect .1

nineteen-srorv downtown hotel. the Rihmore, at a co"t 01 live million dollars
Yet, although the people 01 Providcncc did not know it , the era wa... In come
to an end in the IIJ10~. While that decade W3!'o a nmc 01 prospcrttv lor most
Americans, it w a" rhc time w hen Rhode bland ce3"'l'd 10 be a center ct rhc tex ­
tile induvtrv. and with the failure 01 the textile industry carne the ecnnonuc
failure oj the state. Throughout the Confident Years the state's economy hold
appeared to he ...utucrenrlv dtvcrsmcd til weather nnv storm. but rhc appear­
ancc was dcccpnve . In the IoJ1U~ Rhode lsland paid the price for its ovcrm­
vcvtrncm in a single industry .

The failure of tcxtilc production in Rhode Island WJ~ part ot the industry's
general d...c1ine throughout N ... w England. Why thd thi~ dccl mc occur; Mo ... t
economic histori.ms argu ... that it h;IJ simply become ch ...apcr to producc rex­
tiles in t h... South, for New Enuland had to hcar higher c nergv costs. the "'XU,l

experts... oi irnporting colton from the Suut h, and an increasing cost uf labor.
Millowners claimed rh.u New Englund's rcxtilc mills had ceased to he cum­
pctitive because labor unions had forced the workers' W31-\es IOn high. The
southern textile mills, Oil the other h'lIHI. were not unionized.

Evidence seems 10 indicate that the balance of lex tile preducnon actually
shined irom the North to the South bcfnrc rho Confident Years had ended. It
is ironic that much nt thc capital that enabled the South to huild its new and
more modern mills ttl compete with New England's came trom New England
investors. As the nonhem nulls prospered. northern investors looked tor
places to 1O\·eSI their dividends .md pmtns, and the South seemed 10 provide
the answer. In IRHO the South produced unly onc-sixrccmh oi the nation's
couon goods; by 1910 it~ sh.ue 11;Id n ...en til almo~t une·third, and hy 1'11.~ to

nearly hali. \Vhile ex~ndJture... l'xn'edl'd e;lTnin~~ in Rhode Island 's tcxlik
mills from 1916 to 1933, thl,.' ..,uuthern Imll~ continued to gro ..... and prospl·r,
c\'en after the Great Crash olloJ19.

Although thi .. dramatic ... hlit c;lU~ht ,"oml' Rhode Islander.. by surpnse, the
slate had not been complcldy hllnd to the threat liS mdustne.., IJced lrom the
South. As early J.., IHYO the ROllrd of Trade Juurnal hJd nmel! that "sinCl­
ISH3 nm kss than one hundrl·d million dollar" ot Northern money ha~ bCl'n
'COl intu onl' Southan State alone lor mve... tml'nt ." Three year!'o later thl'

..,
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Tournai not ed that "I t i~ not necessary to ;Isk why the port 01 Providence has
dropp ed from th e bead 01 the lis t .1<; rega rds us vhrppmg. . A la rge percent­
age 01 the money made he re in Rhode b lan d has been scm abroad to the Wnt

dod Sou th.... This cons tant dram upon uu r fina nces [has bro ught usj tar
dow n the hs t. " " In 1/'l'lK, under a headh nc announcin g "The Cotton C risp; In

New England," the tournvl bla med the mcrca... ing competit ion from southern
mill s upon such lac tors ,IS "the longer dav hg ht ho urs," the "lower COSt ti t

wages," the lower CO<'[ 01 Irvin g. and the "absence of labor u nions and the
freedom of pol itics from labor agita t ion" in the Sout h. All oi these urgu­
rncn rs were to be repeated endlessly a lter 1',120.

•

Induntwl ffU\/ CUIIIl'dJil' employees
enuw u .J<ll· "i Jldllll'\ ulI.lIl'1/"..nhJI' U/

Ih,'lf annual l"IJllJr,JnI OUIWJlIIl /V2U

f tnuten tIIlnl rhfJIoxt<lph.., JlIH~

Collt'll/otl IR H / XJ ?(J(JI )

" Is the bustncssltt c 01 New Engla nd nt sra kct" as ked the toumat in 1',104

Doc v the sword ll t Da moclc- h,m): over Its heaJ, These qucvuons arc not IJ!.:
thoughts.

For years ....c have laced Ilhel rvlanvv dccbnc IIlI h'xliles], .... e- have "een
Southern consumpnon increase In ten vears trnm £'00,000 hales to I:X.lo.oon
hale">, w hrlc Nc .... England ha" crood "till [nt .2 mrlhnn hales . the "arne a" In

IS91J we have vccn the Dw lght, rhc .\ 1elnmac, the .\1a""achusells Cornp.mv
and other great corporauon-, tur a gencranon Of more rhc pride ut Nc w

En~LInJ, huild ~reJI nlllb In Alaham,I, C.CUf;':1<l, and orher Southern ..tntc-,
and no .... ....e race a nc .... ((1"1" grt'alt'r than anv «t the Pd~1

"Ne....' England can SJ\"C Ihclt 111 .....e w ill] J ....-akcn to nur danger: ' said the
IOUIn111 in 1904. " We muvr he prepared to re-equip with modern machmcrv
every mill that is not up til dare. Wl' must , II nccvssarv. toreeo drvrdcnd-,

for a w hile and thus "WI" ihc Southward trend ul COlt Oil manufacturing" Hut
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who in New England was prepared to "forego dividends" during those ye;\fs;
And so, along with others in the region, the textile magnates of Providence
cnioved the Confident Years hy Ignormg all the signs of the era's impending
demise. Rut, after all, what had they to lose; Why forego dividend.. in Rhode
Island when they could earn heifer ones in Alabama and Georgia; Those with
money were confident that one way or another the tree enterprise system
would work for them-and It did .

Still. Rhode Islanders can look hack with some gratitude upon those who led
the state and the cit)' through those Confident Years . To them we owe many
of our finest public butldmgs. boulevard.., parks, and monuments. Their gvn ­

cranon was the iust to rccogmzc the importance ot Providence '... colonial
heritage and the value 01 historical preservation . In no other era wa .. the
middle class so prosperous and the cnv so tree 01 crime. Never bdore---or
since-were there so many good hotels, theaters, restaurants, and amusement
parks. For all the faults oi the erol , It wa.. not a hold time in which to live. It
is doubtful that even more iure"l.itht by the governing class could have saved
the state from economic decline, a decline shared by all the states of New
England. The years from lK':Xl to 11J20 saw Providence and Rhode Island at
the peak of their industrial .....ealth and power, and there was nowhere to go
from there but down . But it wav fun while it la..ted .
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HourJ 01 Trade lnarnal 1912, r '>02
rhc reaner crted as HTfl Thl~ penodrcal.
al"l vanouslv know n a, rbc 1'(O\'Idl'nn:
lournat 01 Common,., the I'rovrdena'
HO,l rd o( Trade /"urnul, and rhc /'"lVl­
denee M <lj( <.l z lIl c . IS.1n mvaluablc
,"UTeI.' u! inform.mon ,111Ilut rh ... e ra
Th ... lournal Jr r l';lTcJ mornhlv hcgm­
rung I n [ HiN, [t , 1';1.1:/" ar c numbered
conscc uuvelv I", cd<:h y...ar

2, 1fT/. l!:Wt\, 1'_ U2

8TI. tsvs. p ·P::'

4 RTf. 1~1I'J. r I

::, 8Tl. ices r 2"'"

I. RTf. 1'XN r If,

"1 T ht; HfIIlrJ of Tredc /.,utnll/. I II'}::', p_
.t "' ~ , presented t h." followm g StAll , tl l.:l ]

b rea kdow n 01 churc hes bv denonuna ­
linn Roman Catholic, In; Raptist , It'>;
Mctho..hst , 14; [rIM:"rJ1 , U ; COnlo;rl',l:J ­
tu-nal, '}; "Colored Mcthudist," 7; Pn' s ­
hvn nan . 4, Free H,ll'llS!, -l ; Unuanan.
-.l , UniH,r~.Ih ,t. I, M I~""llancnus . 25.
Th" toumat-; rabul.mon In 191..1 II'
""7) sho wed 20 Ruma n Carhohc
cburchc-, wnh 102, l;~ mem bers an d ~ <,I

Pro lcS tanl churchcv wrrh s~ , .'\O.~ rnem­
ber~ [Including 27 fI.I l' lI ~t churches
w u h 1!'l,776 m cm bcrv, 1<,I.\\elhodl~t

churches wit h 9.I,(H me mbe rs, 1-1 El' ls ,
c"I'.l1 churchc- wuh 11'I,"2!\ me mbe rs.
U Co ngrcganonal churches wit h 11,292
mem he rs. -I r re , h)'I\·rJ.ln church es wuh
2,-101 members. and 12 rru-ccllaneuu-,
ch urc he s wllh 7,1'>. \0 memN.'rs l. Abo
rndudcJ In thc' tahulJtl<lO were 9 He·
hn:w con/:re1'.luoms With 7,9 74 mem o
h,'l s and 1,.190 m t'rnbl"r' Irno,t!y
Arlllenianl " I Gr ct·k O nhoJ o )l;
chuTches Th e r"uTn<JI c"m mc nll:d on
Ihe ian lhal Catholic' nnw oUlllum­
hen'd PWl eS!.lnt s " The re I~ m I'TOVI '
dene c a kmd n! .IIn'sl ed ' pln t u.1
d" \'cl"prnent-rdl~I"n ....:erns ham ·
p<:n:d h\' Ihe 1'.1'1 Th"rc I' unJouln
eJlv I:r\:al m"rall\:...,T\ \:; hUI Ih t'le IS
alloO a gre3.t muu! rn\:rtla Th e I'n'-
...allin~ Impuls\: " tu do sl m plv wh at IS
nece,~ar;' and leave the tut ur .. to !o"k
n lll 1m lIs eli II IS th .· C.luw,u,ness " I
(On~e tll a l l ,m, J nJ \'<;1 11 may abo te·
'Ull tmm .I 1.1t1ure to rc.lhze Ihe V.1,1

ch.ln/:..s now /:'>lI1/:<'n In .I community
which hJS In the pa't hn'n Lu/(dy ho ·
m0,t;en ..ous anu thorou,t;h[y Aml'rlcan "
(I'..'lOUl, otwiuu ,lv 'I'<;aklfl,t; a, a Prot ·
.·, tant to I'rnte ~t.lnt' , Ihe edltur il(lw n:J
thc I:Tea t dIVet..ll \ ' th ai had eXIsled III

thc (l ly lor mJn ~' d.·(.l u\".. rTior to 1<,1 1-1
f "r.ln mterc"lln/: J Tlld c In Ihls ' .Ime
\'C1ll. -..:e Wll h dm Kirk , cd., A .\ IooeTn

Cnv I'TO\ Idem c. Rho.]e lsland. and
It, ACllvltle' leh lc.l!':o, 1909' 1,19·-1 1-

1'1 Kilk , A Jlm lo n CJt\ ·U

9, Ilud ., 0

10, lbid., U~ .

II Ihld , 4.J OI I'mltW, looked at III 'I dll
tcrcnt wa v. the-e ngurcs reveal thJI oj
W,2Jo tarruhcs hving III Pro viden ce m
1900, nnlv 1-1 ,"1 2 lrved III nnc- tarr ul v
dwelhngv. 17,2·U live d III t wo.tarmlv
houses, .InJ ~,<,I.N lived in t hree. tarm lv
hous..s

12. RTf. I"~<,I. 1'. 2.

II, RTf. 1;;90,1'. I-tO

I.t RTf. 1 ~9", I' .J7"
I S BTf. 1900, 1' "2 11, 11l9.I"p. 0" .

10. It I.. worth nnlln~ thd l the C" rli" En­
gmc Company W.l~ rn akinj; dl\"'c,1 Cll ·

1'IO<'S III l'rovuk-nc.. as early a, 1<,102.
RT/. I<,J02 , I' P O.

17. For th c r olltlcJ I r nach manons 01

Aldnch and Ch.lr lc , 11. , " fk>.,," RU H"n.
hIS po ll llc .ll hench ma n. .II the turn '"
the (Col urv. we lcr om.. L Seem-ter n,
· ....d~"n \\ Aldnch" (ph. D. JI' ....·r l.l·
non, Bro...-n U\llVCT,II\', 19t> ~1, and Lin
culn Sterkn', "Rhode 1..land: A 'UIC
tor Sale. " .\lrCIUT'-'·~ .\loJ.~<l '::Jn(·* 2-1
119051:,BI-·'>1,

I;; BTl. 11'91,.1',\<,1

19 Sec Kirk , A Moda l! Cur, .'.OO

20 , Thc hc·,t , tlld\' "I Perry ', CIITec r I, Roh ·
ert F. Falh , " M ar ' .!cn r. Pcrrv : Th <; M'lll
Whn OwneJ Rh"de [,land " (hon" r,
Ihesl' , Rmwn Unlwrsll y, I <,Jo41

21 The ho:s l accounl " l lh.s la mou, 'mk<;
antllhe .....1\ . II .....1' h tu k..n I~ '>c,,1t
:\1" lIu\" . " Rhntle Island CummUllIlI., ..
.lnd Ih e 1902 Cll rme n' , Sl n ke." R<ld"tJI
lhHo" R...\'JCW no . 1 7 11 <,1"'~ 1 ..,,,.<,1"

22. An excdlent J I, cu s,w n 01 t hc C"v·c
fI.I,in, ....lIh mal" . c.ln he io und III John
llutChlO' C.ltlv. Th,' en 1.- unci An·hl·
teclUMI /)t' I 't'10 I'III,·nt III l'wl'ldcm,'
1636 ·1950 II'T<WIJ..ne e, 19."7). II S, 110.
117,12.1" U o.I-l7,loJ , 10.",1 7 <,1

.'..1 . BTf, I~90 , 1', 12.

1 -1. Cady. Cil' ic ,wd Ar.-h ilt'ctur<lllh' I',.j
opmen/. 1<,J 7.

2; RT/. I<,J IO, 1', .J7n, 191 1, 1'1'..W, lin

20, Thcr\' I' an ucdlcm md r (.i {he Im dRe
III Cadv Cn"/<" und A,chltt'c!t1rtJl D,'
Ie!uplllen/ I -IS

F. BTl I'X)O I' 220.

2S BTl 190 1 I' 109,

29. BTl. 19U-I , p . -I ~ l, .

.l,n, II W;l' III rh csc Y" ar, that C ha rlr I. n
Loon .u-lucvcd .I nauonal rcput.mun lor
carving rncrry -go.ruund JI11111,d, In hIS

shop III E;lSt Pmvrdencc. For .1 /:"od
,II'cOUnt " i that town's amuscrtwru
r J rb dunng Ihl' era. wc I' ''erh
Co ntor n. Our H"tltus" A 1/"'''TI 01
full I'TOIld,"n(",'I Wh H<: I'l am ' '\I Y
197,,) 12"'·1'>

q In addruon to lh park.. the Cll \ .II""
b.:,t;dn d,'v'dnl'ln,.; plavgroundc lOT "hli
dn-n J I{.·, 1\Xl(,

.1,2. BTl I 'X)(,. I' zI "

,n Ibrd ., 210.]7

,U lbrd., 211'

.1" Th .. Weyh,,,,,·t Srrcct comtun ,t.ltl'lll
.... erie up lo r dm'dl . vmcc It W;I, under­
aroundtm 19 U

1,(;. BTl 19U-l, I' ~07

r Bf! I<,II S, I' P

~1' HTI 1<,111 I' 1,()O

W The ,·nmp.l!l\ cvtahlrshcd tll burhl the
Gr.lnd Trunk Lm c Into l'rovuk-nce wa ,
called rbc SnUl h"tn ","e... [ n.t: l.lnd RAil
road, Complcnoe " I {he nc.... 11m' ·a'
cxpcct cd 111 19U Late 10 1912. h" ··
ever. the ROll/d Of lr<Jdl' f..umnl rc­
ported Ih,1I l'r esldent C h,l m h..,la ll1 01
th., Cr'lml Trunk Lllle ,.1lU th ., r J.l1l had
hn'n ,u'I'.'nded hecau~e oj " , t n n/:.'lll" Y
III thl' Eurorc'an ffiOIlCV m;Hh,t . " hut
thaI 1\ .....1' III la(\ dl,covered {h,ll "a
lr;llhc , ,~ r\"'nl lll'l l he t.... "e n Ihc ","" ...
Yor k. :"ojc ... Il aw n .Inti Hartl nrtl Ratl ­
rodd anJ Ihc G und Trunk Lm,' Ihad
ht·..n re.l( h,·d l ...·h .ch ....oultl "hn.lt,· Ih.
n..ce~~lI" Inr .l , en m d hnc toll' rro \" ­
d..nc " 191.'., I' -If, I

-1 0. Sec 11." 1:'" I\rclI . T"lIIpl" "r I//u,um
IPW\'IJc' nn', 1',1701, a \"Ahu.hle hl'UIT\"
"I {hc Ih.'a t,·r to Rh"de 1,,1.InJ B\ 11I2n
I'",\,. denn ' had fW.'nt" ·Sl'n- n th", I1"",
m" ,t "I th<;m ..ho .... in/: mn\'I'"

-II HT/. 1<)(11 , I' 11'1'1 ; I<,JO-l , 1', ](1(,

.Jl. RTf . I<)(11'1 , I' 227.

.J , ~ . Sec C ady. en'le alld ArthU'Tluf,ll fk
"dorlne"lIt. ll -t lll,cu"wn, " I .ln
"c.lw-,.;u dc" \·IJduct. wil h Illu, t r",
III,"" , ar pt'ar to BTl 1911. 1'1' 10I·f>.1,
21(; I'roT"".I I, 1m J. ~uh... .lv "" I<;rn III

rwnd"nc<' "".·r.. dlscu~",J to Ihe /"ur·
11<1/ to 191-1lrr HI -HI



-.I ; In 11,1 11< rhc H"urd ,,' Tr.ulck.umal
noted that the rrollcv companv had
,u'talncd.l dcncu "t $-.110, ..0\ toe th e
ti l" eleven momh-, "I th,· r,,~ccJml:
H'.:ar If' 2,,1. and rt called upon 11'1.- Clt\
10 ta k... u'ntr,,1 "tl"L;!1 mol It.ln'lI
lmc-, L.un th.> <arne thm/: 1,1 hap,
pen with the rarlro.. ,,1- w h n rh ... pnu-
lis "em "UI ,,1.1 pnt'.l IC ...nl"rrn~
hu,mc..vmcn .."men".. C_~(;IcJ lito
be OJoI!cJ (Jut to, th,- [nr.l)'-["

-16 In December Ivl" the " War Counc e]"
..... I.lhh ..h.J h the Chamber " I Com­
mcrcc demanded Ihdt Brn.... n UnI \T !'
..1\\ rCJ:h lcr all "lll'lurcl,RO -tudcnt s

•md make -ure th,u mm,' ut them .. ere
cam.mol!:.:nt, BTl 1<,1111 r 17

-.1"1' Ihrd 1;

-.I , "c·... the cu noon ul "unJ.•\ and
R"" .....vch In the I'm\ idcnce [)ulh
/<>urnul IS{kt ]'1]11
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.t <,l , BTl. ]',1111, r 21'>.

='O. HTI.1910, r I ..

.. I , lhrd , .'i\.'i

';1. Ilud , --1 11,

..... BTl. 1<,1 t 1'1 , r , 9,

';--1 BTl. 1910, r --I I '>

:,.; lb ed., --I~" .

=;6...... 0: Kir k . A .\lodan CHI r r H --I·1<;,

<;'7 For il JIM:U"IOn "l lh~ dcchm ng 10: \1110:
mdccrrv and t he fl "<: o l le ,,"l.· umon-,
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