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At the beginning of World War II, over 2.5 million black men registered for the draft and  
one million served in all branches of the military, as either volunteers or draftees. The Army 
posted most of these men into segregated combat support groups. The 99th Fighter Squadron, 
known as the Tuskegee Airmen were the most famous of all the black servicemen in the US 
Army Air Force.   

Black women also enlisted to serve the country; in fact 10% of the women recruited for 
the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC) were black, totaling over 6,200.  They also served 
in segregated units, and the issue of racial inequality would soon spark an increased push for 
civil rights.  African American newspapers like The Providence Chronicle promoted what they 
called the Double V Campaign “Democracy: Victory at home, Victory Abroad”. 
 
Standards 
RI K-12 GSEs for Civics & Government and Historical Perspectives/RI History 
GSEs for Grades 7-8 
 
HP 1: History is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature. 
 

HP 1–1Students act as historians, using a variety of tools (e.g., artifacts and primary and secondary 
sources) by… 

a. identifying appropriate sources and using evidence to substantiate specific accounts of human 
activity 

b. drawing inferences from Rhode Island History about the larger context of history 
c. asking and answering historical questions, evaluating sources of information, organizing the 

information, and evaluating information in terms of relevance and comprehensiveness 
HP 1–2: Students interpret history as a series of connected events with multiple cause-effect 
relationships, by 

a. investigating and analyzing historical and visual data in order to draw connections between a 
series of events  

b. developing, expanding, and supporting an historical thesis, based on a series of events 
HP 2– 1:  Students connect the past with the present by 

a. determining the cause(s) and effect(s) of specific historical events that impact RI today 
b. analyzing the impact of RI’s ethnic development on local, state, and national history  
c. analyzing and evaluating how national and world events have impacted RI and how RI has 

impacted world events 
HP 2 – 2:  Students chronicle events and conditions by… 

a. identifying key events and people of a particular historical era or time period  
b. correlating key events to develop an understanding of the historical perspective of the time period 

in which they occurred  
HP 2– 3:  Students show understanding of change over time by… 

a. establishing a chronological order by working backward from some issue, problem, or event to 
explain its origins and its development over time; and to construct an historical narrative  

HP 3–1:   Students demonstrate an understanding of how the past frames the present 
a. and reporting on a social movement from its inception (including historical          causes), its 

impacts on us today, and its implications for the future 
HP 3 – 2  Students make personal connections in an historical context (e.g., source-to-source, source-    to-self, source-to-
world) by… 

a. recognizing and reflecting on how the similarities of human issues across time periods 
influence their own personal histories 

b. comparing and contrasting the cultural influences that shape individuals and historical 
events 
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THE PROVIDENCE CHRONICLE 
November 28, 1942 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Document #1 
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Cartoon Analysis Worksheet 
 

1. List the objects or people you see in the 
cartoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Identify the cartoon caption and/or 
title.  

 

3. Which of the objects on your list are 
symbols?  

 

 

 

 

 

4. List adjectives that describe the 
emotions portrayed in the cartoon.  

5. What do you think each symbol 
means? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. What is the date of the cartoon and 
why is it a key to understanding the 
message? 

A. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon. 

 

B. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.  

 

C. Explain the message of the cartoon. 

 

 

 

Adapted from:  
The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration Worksheet 
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THE PROVIDENCE CHRONICLE 

January 13, 1945 
 

Document #2
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Advertisement Analysis Worksheet 
  

1. What is the purpose of this advertisement?  
 
 
 
 

2. Why are they sending this message?  
 
 
 
 

3. What advertising techniques are used to attract a viewer’s attention and to make the 
advertisement believable?  

 
 
 
 
 

4. Who is the anticipated audience of the advertisement?  
 
 
 
 

5. What does the advertisement say to the viewer? 
 
 
 
 

6. What lifestyles, values, opinions, and points of view are represented? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Is there bias in this advertisement? What has been included or left out of the advertisement?  
 
 
 
 

8. Would someone be likely to believe this advertisement? Why or why not?  
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          THE PROVIDENCE CHRONICLE 
     March 3, 1945 

 
   Document #3
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Newspaper Article Analysis Questions 
 
Date of the document: Who is the subject of this article? 

 
 
 

 
1. Briefly explain why this person is worthy of a news article. 

a. Who is she and what has she done? 
b. What will she be doing? 
c. What role did the war play in her life 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Does the author’s word choice or spelling reflect the historical period? Give specific 
examples from the document. 

 
 
 
 

3. Why do you think the editors of this newspaper chose to publish this article? 
Give specific reasons for this answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What does this article teach you about the time in which the article was written? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What generalization(s) can you make about life in the United States during this time 
period from reading this article? 



Grades 7-8 

THE PROVIDENCE CHRONICLE 
September 23, 1944 

Document #4



Grades 7-8 

A Better World 
 
Flight Officer William P. Armstrong was killed during a battle over Austria on April 1, 1945.  
According to military records, Armstrong was awarded a Purple Heart.  He is buried at the Grace 
Cemetery in Providence, R.I. 
 
 

 

 

 

FL O William P. Armstrong  
ID: T-066139  

Branch of Service: U.S. Army  
Hometown: Providence County, RI  

Status: KIA 

 

 
NATIONAL WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL REGISTRY 

 
Document #5

 
 
Write an obituary for William P. Armstrong that would complete this memorial.  Use the 
information from documents #4 and #5.  The author of document #4, the newspaper article, used 
words that reflected the historical period.  You will need to update some words to current usage. 
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BROWN Alumni Magazine  September / October 205 
 

An Officer and a Gentleman    
By Justin Elliott '07      

 Courtesy George Lima 
 
April 1945, as a member of the U.S. Army’s 477th Bombardment Group, George S. Lima 
was one of sixty black Air Corps officers arrested for trying to enter a white officer’s club 
at Freeman Field, in Indiana. Lima, now eighty-six, described the incident during an 
interview at his home in East Providence this summer.  
 
 “When you’re a commissioned officer you get a notice from the president that you’re an 
officer and a gentleman, and you think that, presumably, you’re entitled to everything an 
officer is entitled to,” he recalled. “And we go to the club and try to get a Coca-Cola—
they tell you they can’t serve you—then you react, you know.” As a result of the incident 
at Freeman Field—an embarrassing name, under the circumstances—the army ordered 
the base to integrate its clubs and replaced the unit’s commanding officer. Three years 
later Harry Truman ordered all the armed forces integrated.  
 
A lifelong political and labor activist, Lima, the son of immigrants from Cape Verde, 
moved to Fall River, Massachusetts, after the war with his new wife and daughter. From 
there, Lima commuted to Brown—except during football training, when he lived in 
Hegeman Hall. He helped found the University’s chapter of Omega Psi Phi, a black 
fraternity, and he studied sociology partly “to get my head straight about this business 
about segregation and discrimination,” he says. 
 

Document #6 
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Base your answers on Document #6 
 
 
Briefly summarize the content of the article. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The article is based on an interview. 
Did the person interviewed experience the 
events as a participant or a spectator? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What was the purpose of the interview? How 
do you know?  

 

What affects the way the person being 
interviewed remembers the event? Cite 
specific evidence from the source to 
support your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the most important historical 
information this source provides? Be sure to 
cite specific evidence from the source. 
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Base your answers on Document #6 
 
 

Study the photograph, what is your overall impression of the photograph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Based on what you have observed from the photograph, list three things that you 
have inferred from the photograph. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did the author entitle the article An Officer and a Gentlemen? 
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DBQ Question 
 
The title of this unit is based on the caption from the first document:  
 
 “ I’M GOING TO SEE THAT YOU GROW UP IN A BETTER WORLD YOUNG FELLOW!” 
 
 
The statement is not as simple as it may seem; for the African-American father and the other 
individuals portrayed in the documents, it had multiple meanings.  Using prior knowledge and 
the documents found in this unit, construct an argument about the battle for freedom on the home 
front. 
 
 
 


