The Rhode Island Historical Society

otes and ews

IN THIS ISSUE:
5
HEeARr YE, HEAR YE
2
5
NEw ACQUISITIONS
3

5

MaiN STREET

4
5

REsEARCH & RESTORATION
5
5
Epucarion
6
5
HapPENINGS

INSERT

5




You Can Make a Difference!
Support the RIHS and Be Part of History

YEAR END CAMPAIGN IN PROGRESS!

The RIHS 2009/2010 Year End Campaign is under way and provides funding that is
absolutely essential for day to day operations. The donations are provided by generous
friends like you who have a commitment to Rhode Island history, education and
preservation, and who recognize the crucial role that the Rhode Island Historical
Society performs.

DONATE ONLINE TODAY!
www.rihs.org or call 401.331.8575 ext. 33

HOLIDAY GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP!!

Last year, so many of our members gave the Gift of Membership. Share your
passion for Rhode Island history with a gift that keeps on giving year round.

And with each gift purchased, YOU will receive the Society’s popular note cards
and envelopes featuring a beautiful drawing of the John Brown House.

The cost of an annual gift membership is only $45.00 and includes our two popular
twice-yearly publications; News & Notes newsletter and Rhode Island History Magazine.
Other membership categories are also available. Membership makes a wonderful gift,
and helps the Society fulfill its mission of preserving history so you can enjoy it today.
For further information call 401.331.8575, ext. 33, or www.rihs.org. We will send a

gift acknowledgement to the recipient in your name! &%




% HEAR YE, HEAR YE

Weathering the Recession

By Bernard Fishman, Executive Director

s the Rhode Island Historical Society approaches the

two-year mark in withstanding this brutal recession,

it is worthwhile noting how relatively well we have
weathered this most severe financial battering our economy has
suffered in 60 years. Of course our endowment was staggered
by the fiscal blow, but because our investments were careful and
cautious, and diversified, the loss was only 20%), much less than
that of many comparable institutions and our endowment is now
roaring back. The disappearance of so much of our support from
the State of Rhode Island in 2008 and from the City of Woonsocket
in 2009 was lacerating, but we plugged many of the gaps with
new sources of income, project grants, development grants,
program and sponsorship support, and we were able to keep on
a steady course despite the shaking and tossing. We were, and
are, greatly helped by the reserves we diligently assembled in the
better times, and though these stores are now greatly diminished,
the ant-like diligence which piled them up was effort very well
spent. It is true that there have been some reductions in staff
pay and hours, and a third year of no raises, but we have so far
been able to avoid laying off any full or part-time permanent
staff, or curtailing any of our core activities. Our educational
programs, research activities, collections management, and capital
projects have all been able to continue essentially as planned.
We have not had to close buildings and made only one reduction
in the open hours of one of our facilities.

We note that our membership, overall attendance, and
contributions have risen slightly (1%-2%) in the Fiscal Year
2009, and I am grateful for this evidence of the continuing
loyalty and generosity of our supporters. We clearly have a
very stable and constant group of friends and attendees for our
programs and projects. We have been able to get an increasing
amount of grant support, and virtually every RIHS department

At long last Phase III of the historic John Brown House
restoration has been completed. This part of the work
involved rebuilding the pergola and main gate, and replacing
a great deal of damaged stonework on the outside of the build-

ing. Phase IV, the design and installation of the building’s first
climate-and-humidity control system, is well underway. The
project architect continues to be Cornelis de Boer of Haynes/de
Boer Associates, and the Engineering firm is Landmark Facili-
ties Group, which has worked at such historic places as the Isa-
bella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston and Rhode Island’s
own Redwood Library. We are hoping to install a geothermal

is actively engaged in helping
to raise funds for its projects.
In the past months we have
received several major gifts,
totaling more than $500,000,
from the Champlin Foundations
(for the ongoing John Brown
House restoration), from the
National Endowment for the
Humanities (for the Teachers’
Summer Institute developed by
the RIHS Education Department), and from the Institute for
Museum and Library Services (to sustain the cataloguing of the
RIHS’s vast photo collections, for the first time being substantially
revealed and properly documented). We even won a 2009 Best
of Rhode Island award for out incomparable walking tours.
And I can report that the City of Woonsocket has now restored
some of the reductions it had earlier made, and our Museum

of Work and Culture received its first Community Development
Block Grant, $33,000, for student education, so that part of
our operation is also regaining stability. It may be too early

to believe that the hurricane has actually passed, but we hope
those watching us will notice our strength, resolution, success,
and devotion to our mission, especially in these demanding and
threatening times.

Here, however, is the best news of all. We have recently
secured a challenge gift, one that is intended to strengthen our
endowment in a very significant and permanent way. This is
one of the greatest opportunities the Society has ever had in

its long history, and we will need all our members and friends,
all who cherish the indelible value of Rhode Island history, to
help us meet the challenge goals. I'll have more details about
this transformative opportunity in the next newsletter issue, but
in the meantime be certain that we will continue to build and
improve this vital organization, to better serve you and honor

Rhode Island. &%

well as part of the HVAC system. Geothermal wells are an
exciting aspect of new ‘green’ technologies, as they can tap

the earth’s stable underground warmth to assist the heating or
cooling systems of buildings, saving considerable energy costs.
However, such wells are expensive and a little chancy, as they
sometimes have to drill 1500 feet or more to reach the right
conditions. So we are still investigating this possibility. If we
do use a geothermal well, the John Brown House will be one of
the first National Historic Landmark buildings in the country
to do so. I'm sure if John Brown were here, he would be pleased
at that prospect. &%
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RIHS Collections Work
Awarded Grants

MuseuMs FOR AMERICA AWARD

The RIHS recently received
several grants to support
collections work, most s
ignificantly a $99,450

Museums for America award
from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services (IMLS)
for the Graphics Inventory
Project. James DaMico,
Graphics Project Archivist, will
continue to create inventory
and basic catalog records for the
collection, which consists largely
of photographs, maps and plans.
Estimated at 400,000 items or collections, this is the largest
existing assemblage of visual materials documenting Ocean
State history. Thanks to the award, records for a portion of the
Graphics collection will soon be available through NETOP, our
online public catalog. Our ability to provide researchers access to
unique historical materials will increase exponentially based on
the foundation built by this project.

James DaMico, RIHS
Graphics Project Archivist.

AMERICAN HERITAGE

PRESERVATION GRANT

The RIHS also received a $3,000 IMLS American Heritage
Preservation Grant to begin the “Rhode Island Civil War
Restoration Project” to preserve bound records of soldier’s
day-to-day lives. The first artifact selected for conservation by
the Library curators is the Clothing Book of Company A of
the Third Regiment, Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, August
1861 - September 1865. The regiment served at multiple
locations in the Confederate south. The volume will be
professionally conserved by the New England Document
Conservation Center.

INSTITUTE of

Museum...Library
SERVICES

NaTioNAL FiLM PRESERVATION

FounbarioNn GRANT

The National Film Preservation Foundation awarded the Society
a $9,000 grant to preserve Diamonds, a 1915 crime drama by the
Eastern Film Company of Providence that includes a very early
scene of the Narragansett Pier. The work will be done by Cinema
Arts in Pennsylvania where the original nitrate negative is stored.

All Aboard...

The Providence and Worchester Railroad

Some very lucky trustees and senior staff from the Rhode Island
Historical Society had a rare opportunity recently to see the
facilities and travel on the track of the Providence and Worcester
Railroad, one of the oldest Rhode Island business enterprises
still in operation.

This delightful jaunt started with a discussion between
Marlene LeRoy, RIHS Director of Development and PR,
and Todd Turcotte, Vice President of Capital Properties, an
organization affiliated with the railroad, and which has been
a very generous supporter of the Society.

A few weeks later, RIHS President Emeritus Roger Begin,
Secretary Robert Flanders, Executive Director Bernard Fishman,
and Marlene LeRoy were on their way to the Worcester repair
facilities, one of the most advanced in the nation. Many of us
have little-boy railroad excitement still locked inside us, and
this was a chance to let some of it out as we saw massive diesel
engines being repaired up close and personal. One of the high
points of the trip was riding in SUV’s specially adapted to be
able to drive on railroad tracks, and it was a signal pleasure

to note the shocked expressions on the faces of other nearby
drivers as our vehicles drove normally onto railroad crossings
and then casually turned onto those ribbons of steel and took
off down the track. From our perch as we rattled along, we
saw the remains of the Blackstone Canal hiding in the woods
below. Originally suggested by Providence’s own John Brown,
the canal between Providence and Worcester was finally built at
vast expense and with gargantuan difficulty, only to be put out
of business within a few short years by the new P&W Railroad
in 1844,

Back at P&W headquarters, we were regaled during lunch by
fascinating stories of business bravery and boldness told by
Bob Eder, P&W’s Chairman since 1965, who wrestled the
railroad out of the dying clutches of the old Penn Central system
and proudly boasts that the mighty P&W, with over 500 miles
of track, is the only presently existing American railroad that
has never fallen into bankruptcy.

For those of us who like the crackle of old maps, plans and
paper, the crowning glory of the day might have been seeing

the railroad archives. From the mid 1840’ until today, even

the tiniest changes affecting the railroad’s property holdings
and rights-of-way are all still recorded with the diligence of
medieval scribes on close to a thousand hand-drawn maps on
imperishable antique linen, and are also reflected by rank upon
rank of ancient deeds. It is a model archive and a profound in-
spiration to those who love both order and historical preservation.

The Rhode Island Historical Society is deeply grateful to
Bob Eder, Todd Turcotte, and the staff of the Providence and
Worcester Railroad for this great opportunity to ride into history.



% ResearcH & REsTORATION

Sizzling Summer Sounds

Thanks to our sponsors and enthusiastic attendees, our 2009
Concerts Under the Elms summer series was a smashing success!

Despite the rainiest July ever, we welcomed over a thousand
concert-goers and new members this summer. Friends and
families relaxed on lawn chairs and blankets while savoring
delicious food, and enjoying superb music week after week.

Humbled by History
By Karen Ebehart
Special Collections Curator

s the Special Collections Curator at the RIHS, I

have the rare privilege to meet and become acquainted

with Rhode Islanders who lead both ordinary and
extraordinary lives. Most often I meet them through their
documents and photographs and will never speak with them
in person as they have already died. I am often quite humbled
that people are willing to allow the rest of the world into their
lives and grateful for the universal impulse to be remembered.
Researchers of all types are the beneficiaries of generous donors
who open their lives and their families and become part of the
historical record. People like Guiseppe Zambarano, an Italian
immigrant raising a family on Federal Hill in Providence at
the turn of the 20th century. His diary records the birth of his
daughter, Theresa, in 1909. His 6-year old son Enrico, ponders
the baby for a minute and asks the central question for so many
immigrants: “Ma, questa ¢ Italiana o Inglese?” - “But, is she
Italian or American?” The RIHS would love to preserve your
uniquely Rhode Island story. We are currently collecting the
stories of 20th and 21st century immigrants to RI from every
part of the globe. To discuss potential donations simply write
to or call the RIHS Library, 121 Hope Street, Providence, RI
02906; reference@rihs.org; 401-273-8107 x10.




Museum oF Work & CULTURE
News

GRANT AWARDED

The City of Woonsocket awarded the Museum
a $33,000 Community Development Block
Grant for the 2009-2010 fiscal year. This
successful application resulted from a fruitful
collaboration of the museum staff with the
RIHS Education Department. This CDBG
grant will make it possible for all 5th and 11
grade Woonsocket students to participate in
curriculum-related programs at the Museum,
and will include transportation for the students
and professional development days for the
teachers involved. The grant is above and
beyond the $15,000 contribution that the
City makes annually to support the museum’s
operation, and its very valuable in-kind
assistance for the building’s operating systems.

ExHIBITS

In May the Museum Gallery featured a
collection of photos from the Northern
Rhode Island Camera Club. The exhibit
featured creative and professional portraits,
seascapes and nature images.

For the 8th consecutive year, the Museum
hosted the Holocaust exhibit created by
Mount Saint Charles Academy students.
The class project consisted of students who
researched individual Holocaust victims and
provided appropriate artifacts. The artifacts
were placed in old suitcases reminiscent of
those carried by Holocaust victims during
World War I1.

From June 28 through Labor Day the Gallery
highlighted the works of Madeleine O. Robinson
of the Attleboro Arts Museum. Her show,
“Happenstance: Women at Work,” consisted
of photographs of women at their worksites.

Lasor Day Open Housk

Labor Day 2009 was celebrated by an Open
House at the Museum of Work and Culture.
The day’s activities commemorated the 75th
anniversary of the 1934 national textile strike.
The Museum presented a play titled “The I'TU
Meeting,” which included eleven volunteer
actors re-creating a meeting taking place a
week after the Woonsocket strike and riot

of September 11 and 12, 1934. The Rhode
Island Labor History Society donated $500 to
support the day’s activities and offered a power
point presentation depicting the dramatic
events of 1934.

Epucartion

Preserving and Conserving

Your Family Heirlooms
A new hbrary resource through the IMLS

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) has awarded the
Rhode Island Historical Society a grant to provide new resources for the
Library to assist patrons to learn about preserving and conserving their

own family heirlooms. Through the “Connecting to Collection Bookshelf”
project, our reference staff can provide you with sources to learn about
digital photography, documenting conservation treatments, caring for family
treasures, and developing botanic gardens. Ask when you're next in the
Reading Room!
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SummerWalks Receives Best of Rhode Island 2009 Award

By Barbara Barnes, RIHS Tour Services Manager

It’s nice to be rewarded for work you enjoy. In July, the Rhode
Island Historical Society’s walking tour program, its enthusiastic
staft and dedicated guides received two honors.

The first recognition came for special Benefit Street and Downcity
walking tours and city-wide motor coach tours prepared for the
national convention of the Garden Club of America (GCA) last

May. The goal of each tour was to celebrate the urban landscape.

An unexpected $1500 donation from GCA on behalf of “those
individuals who worked tirelessly so that (conference) attendees
could experience all that Providence and Rhode Island have to
offer” was gratefully received.

Then on July 23, the Rhode Island Historical Society received
Rhode Island Monthly’s 2009 Editors’ Poll Award for Providence
Walking Tours. The July issue of Rhode Island Monthly noted,
“The Rhode Island Historical Society’s stellar lineup of Providence
walking tours reaches beyond the typical tourist trappings to
present sides of our fair capital that we've never even considered
before.”

We walk and talk with pride and enthusiasm. Recognition for
our work is the icing on the cake.

.l-$\ I Rhode Island Monthly’s l

OF RHODE ISLAND %




Fall/Winter Returns: 2009-2010 Calendar

GALLERY ExHIBIT
“NEw Eves oN WooNSOCKET”

Now THROUGH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
Museum orF Work & CULTURE

This photography exhibit by local
artist Christina Lauzon offers a new
viewpoint on buildings in Woonsocket
in terms of architecture, texture,
character and history.

For more information: Ray Bacon

(401) 769-9675 or rbacon@rihs.org

SavE YOUR COLLECTION, SHARE YOUR
SToRry, SusTAIN YOUR Mission:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 & 17
AvrpricH Houske

A Primer for Small Museums and
Historical Societies: New England
Museum Association

With Kirsten Hammerstrom,
Deputy Director for Collections &
C. Morgan Grefe, Ph.D., Director for
Education and Public Programs, of the
RIHS. $35 for two workshops, lunch
included.
To register: www.nemanet.org/
workshops/PrimerRI.htm.

GALLERY NIGHT

Ir THESE WaLLs CouLp TALK....

A Look aT GRAVESTONES AND BURYING

GROUNDS
THURsDAY, OCTOBER 15, 6:30 P.M.
Joun Brown House Museum
Robert P. Emlen, Senior Lecturer in the
Department of American Civilization
and curator at Brown University, studies
issues of historical representations of
place, including the burial grounds of
18th and 19th century America.
Free Admission.

To R.S.V.P.: Dalila Goulart

(401) 331-8575 x45 or programs@rihs.org

Jewisa GENEALOGY WORKSHOP
WEeDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 21 & 28,
6:30-8:30 PM
RIHS LiBrary
This two-part genealogy workshop is
offered in collaboration with the Rhode
Island Jewish Historical Association.
Presenters include Barbara Carroll and
Dr. George M. Goodwin.

Fee: $20 per session, $15 for members.

To register: (401) 273-8107 x12

RIHS PRESENTS

HomEe Movie Day 2009!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1:00 — 4:00 P.M.
AvrpricH House
Do you have home movies on film you
haven't seen in years? Don’t throw them
away -bring them to Home Movie Day.
Films will be screened on a first-come,
first-serve basis.

For more information and drop-off days:

Karen Eberhart(401) 273-8107 x20

or keberhart@rihs.org

GALLERY ExHIBIT

RuobE IsLanD 1n THE TIME oF LiNncoLN
SunpAys, NOVEMBER 1 & FEBRUARY 14
Museum oF Work & CULTURE
Continue celebrating the bicentennial
of President Abraham Lincoln’s birth
with an exhibit that takes a look at
life in Rhode Island during the 1860s.
Sponsored by the RI Foundation and
the RI Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission.

For more information: Ray Bacon

(401) 769-9675 or rbacon@rihs.org

Save THE DATE!

NEw BEGINNINGS:

188TH ANNUAL MEETING OF

THE RuoDE IsLaND HisToricaL SocieTy
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 5:30 P.M.
Avrpricu House
You are cordially invited to attend the
2009 Annual Meeting of the Rhode
Island Historical Society for a review of
the past year.

To R.S.V.P.: Mary Lou Upham

(401) 331-8575 x33 or mlupham@rihs.org

CaRrING FOR YOUR FamiLy PapPERrs

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7

10:00 A.M. -12:30 P.M.

RIHS Lisrary

You can take steps to ensure that your
family’s papers last well into the future.
Join us for the first session of a two-part
series in which you will learn techniques
to care for your family records. $35, $30
for members.

To register: (401) 273-8107 x12

WoLrves aND OysTERS: HisTORICAL

SocieTiEs IN THE EArRLY UNITED

STATES
THuRrsDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 6:30 P.M.
RIHS LiBrary
Between the American Revolution
and the Civil War, historical societies
created a tradition of historic preserva-
tion in the United States. Come hear
Alea Henle, a New England Regional
Fellowship Consortium award recipient,
speak about our country’s first historical
societies. Free Admission.

To R.S.V.P:: Lee Teverow

(401) 273-8107 x10 or lteverow@rihs.org

GALLERY NIGHT
Ir THESE WaLLs CouLp TALK....
RI Reps Hockey: I'ts Past AND PRESENT

THURsDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 6:30 P.M.
Joun Brown House Museum

The Rhode Island Reds haven't played
a hockey game in 32 years, but there’s
still a group of fans cheering for them:
the Rhode Island Reds Heritage
Society. Buster Clegg, a former Reds
general manager and the group’s current
president, will share the history and the
growth of the Heritage Society today.

Free Admission.

To R.S.V.P:: Dalila Goulart
(401) 331-8575 x45 or programs@rihs.org

Hovripay Opex House!

SunpAY, DECEMBER 6, 2:00 — 5:00PM
AvrpricH House

The Aldrich House will open its doors
with joyous entertainment for one and
all. First, transport yourself over three
centuries of Christmases-past with a
lecture on Christmas celebrations in
New England. Sit back and enjoy local
actor Robb Dimmick’s dramatic reading
of A Christmas Carol. Then, be dazzled
with a live performance by the Con-
cert Handbell Ringers of the Wheeler
School. Invitations to follow.

To. R.S.V.P:: Dalila Goulart
(401) 331-8575 x45 or programs@rihs.org



