
IMPACT
Educational

  3,519
10,000
130,000
        22
        25
  1,205
25,000

RIHS IN 2014

RIHS program visitors 
under age 18

hours of history education 
to RI children

users of RIHS
 free, online resources

permanent & temporary 
exhibits

lectures

tours given

students inspired by TAH 
grant-trained teachers

For the past 12 years, the RIHS has been the organizational 
partner on all Teaching American History (TAH) grants 
obtained for over 150 K-12 teachers in RI, which means 
we have developed over $3.1 million in professional 
development programming (1,500+ hours) of training for 
our history teachers.

Those teachers share their new knowledge with more than 
25,000 students each year. In 2014 we received $160,000 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities to offer a 
2-week institute for community-college faculty from across the 
country to set best practices for students’ engagement with 
historical materials. The RIHS also produced 50 lesson plans 
and hundreds of digitized primary sources, and has given 
tours to 41,000+ students at its museums in the past ten years.

EQUIPPING TEACHERS, SUPPORTING RI STUDENTS

RIHS is the leader in providing cultural tours of Providence - more than 1,200 tours!
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PHOTO: Teachers at Tuskagee Institute.

[Training for history 
educators at the RIHS 
was] a deep and rigorous 
academic experience that 
invigorated my teaching.  

– RI Teacher

VALUE OF HISTORY EDUCATION

At the RIHS, we provide Rhode Island 
students with programs and resources 
that encourage them to develop empathy, 
instill in them a sense of pride in RI, and 
hone critical 21st-century skills: 

PHOTO: Students learn from a interactive exhibit at the Museum of Work & Culture. 

    • critical thinking
    • communication
    • research skills

• improved writing
• collaboration
• improved test scores
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Did you know that RI has the largest concentration of 
historic landmarks in the nation?

History & heritage organizations are valuable economic 
assets than can unify communities and instill civic pride 
and engagement. Rhode Island tourism contributes 66,000 
jobs and $5.8 billion to the economy, and 31% of historic site 
visitors come to RI from out of state. 

By reinforcing and building new connections between 
schools and local historic sites, we can grow the sector AND 
offer solutions to help solvedthe crisis in history education. 

In 2012, we received $160,000 from the Mellon 
Foundation to perform the first ever mapping of 
the history and heritage sector in RI called The 
RHODI Project. Through the RHODI Project, 
we’ve connected with over 200 historic & heritage 
organizations, 352 properties representing each of 
Rhode Island’s 39 cities and towns. 

INVESTING IN THE HISTORY & HERITAGE SECTOR

RIHS AS CONNECTOR & CONVENER

Concerts Under the Elms Summer Series @ John Brown House Museum draws 2, 713 people annually
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PHOTO: Clouds Hill Victorian House Museum

PHOTO: New England Wireless and Steam Museum
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NATIONAL IMPACT OF MUSEUMS
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