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Old Rock y Point
by H O RAC E G . B E LCH ER*

F o r ncarl y 3. century Rocky Point was the most popular
shore resort on Xnrragausctt Bay for a day's o uting with
an cxccllenr shore din ncr and a dive r-ltv uf amusements
amid -renes of bcaurv. l r-, populnrirv was wide spread, fur
it drew excursions from all parts of X cw Engla nd. Trains.
often of tell or a dozen cars, d ischarged their pa~:-cngcr:- in
the old railroad yard alung Canal Street be low the Union
D eput on E xchange Pl ace. F ru m here the excursionist s
walk ed to the steamboat wharf on I)rer Street, where they
embarked on boats of the American Steamboat Company,
later the Continenta l Li nc , or ir-, successor . the Provid ence,
F a ll Ri ver &: Xcwport Srenmboar Compunv, for the pleas­
ant sail down the Bav to their destina tion in Wa rwick-r-a
mass of rocks, hills , caves, and greensward with roads wind­
ing pa~ t a score of amusement attractions .

T he t ide of excursions reached its flood between thc
1gin's and the end of the cen tu ry . It began to ebb in the
first decade of th e prc-enr century. an era tha t saw the
beginn ing of the gradual disappearance o f [he great fleet
of excursion steamboats runn ing til th e sh ore resorts w hich
once lined both sides o f upper Xarragan-c t t Bay. Rocky
Puillt ' :- g ulden ern had ended long before th e hurricane uf
September 21, 1()38, leveled the buil din gs o f thl;' resort in
a few hours.

.. :\l r. Hclchcr is J " 'ell-kno"lI l1C W,pJ!Wf nlJn in Provi.Icncc.
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An attempt under ano the r management to rebuild them
failed and for nea rl y a decade the old resort, one of the
first established on the beautiful Bay, was closed . Under
new owners it is proposed to restore Rocky Point , opening
a new era , with automobi les and motor busses rep lacing
the boat ride as its principal means of access.

Throughout its nine decades of activity, Rocky Point
saw a long succession of resorts opcn and close on th e shores
of the Upper Bar , until when the hurricane came, but one
other remained . Smith 's Palace, adverti sed before 184-3;
M ount H ope, advertised in 184.7,but dated earli er ; H orn
Spring; Vue de I' Eau , Nayatt Point; Warwick Ncck;
Portsmouth G row ; Mark Rock; Silver Spring; Golden
Spring; Ocean Cottage, late r Boyden H eig hts ; Fie ld's
Point ; Cherry G rove, later Ca mp W hite ; Oak land Beach ;
Cedar Grove; \\'al nut Grove ; Vanity Fair; Bullock's
Point, later Cre scent Park- all were popular; some, for
long per iods. All served shore dinners, ever a noted
featu re at Rocky Point . Only Rocky Point and Crescent
Park now remain amusement resort s.

Among the se resorts , Rocky Point was unique, for while
it began and ended its first era as a shore resort , it was for
two decades a fash ionable summer resort as well, popular
with guests from Xcw York, Philadel phia, and the \\·est.
The Rockv Point H otel , a three-stan' structure with three
hundred rooms, was built in the I 8'60 's and burned, to­
gethe r with the d ining hall, the boathouse, and other build­
ing", on ~I arch 16, 1883. Its commanding location on a
hill overlooking the steamboat wharf gave it a superb view
up and down the bay. Excursionists were not welcomed on
the hotel grounds, which had its own stable and boathouse.

T he hotel is described by J . R. Cole in History of W ash­
ington an'! Kent Countirs: "1\ conspicuous obj ect as one
nears th e massive rocks which line the shore of the Point,
is th e Rocky Point l Iotcl, an imposing structure, three
stories in heigh t, very commodio us, with a sp lendid pros­
pect from its windows and of sufficient capacity to accom­
modare 300 board ers. It is a first cbs" house in con-t rue­
tion and appointments."
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D uring the late 18i O\ and the early 1880's the hotel
was managed by Louis II. I Iumphrev, manager of the
old (in' H otel and first manager of the H otel Xarraganscrr
in Pro\:idenct:. T he Rocky Point H otel was noted for good.
food , which was supplied from the Rocky Point farm at
the north end of the grounds. T he baseball park later oc­
cupied a par t of the far m. D uring the 1870's and later,
Geo rge W hite was IXl:'S far mer. T he hote l livery stables
on the entrance road were popular with guests who want ed
to spend an afternoon driving in the pleasant country of
Warwick. D riving , boat ing, sea bathi ng , hshing, and en­
joying the view from th e main piazza were the d ivers ions
of hotel gue sts in th ose days at Rocky Point as at Narra ­
gansett Pier and elsewhere along R hode Island shores.
T he old hotel register, heginning in j une, 1878, till Sep­
tember, 1882, is now in the R hode Island Hi storical S\)­
cietv's collections.

Rocky Point had its begi nning as a shore resor t about
184-7 when Captain Will iam Winslow landed his pas­
senger" the re on a Sunda y School outing. lie was master
and par t owner of the :lr1.0' a "mall steamboat brought he re
from Xcw J CN:y and owned by Capt . B. B. Bar ton, :" .
D rown, and Capt. W inslow. It was " a -t ubbv craft , lack­
ing the size, speed and elegance of some of the other ex­
cursion steamers." T he :lr1.o first ran bet ween Providence
and Warren, hut unde r Winslow late r went into the ex­
cursion business for the summer sea"on.

Excursion" down the Bav were even then not new, for
th e Firc'jfy , built in 1812 for H udson River service and
the first steamboat to round Point Jud ith, carried the
"Cherry ExcursionII on J uly 26, 1817, from Providence
to Steep Brook at F311 River. Later, on one of its regular
Providence-Xcwpor t run s, it carr ied a Spr ingfield , M assa­
chusett s, excursion to Rhode Island's first capital city.
Bv 18+8 dai lv stenmlo at connections between the Provi­
dence & \\"orc~~ter Rail road and Smith's Palace were being
adve r tised.

Capt. \\" insluw secured per mission from J asper Lyons,
whose wife with her siste r owned the place, to la nd his
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Sundav School excursion at the Point . T he excursionists
were {erried ashore in small boat" from the :Irgo , lallding
on the rock, ' shore about where the steamboat wharf was
later built. -As there were 520 persons in this first part~·,
putt ing them ashore and then bringing them out to the
:Ir;:o at the end of the dar must have been a lengthy ta-k.
Hut they were enrhusia-ric over the p lace, and a week later
Winslow took the Sunday ~ bool of the FiN Congrega­
tional Church of Providence to the Point for an outing.
In J uly, UUR , they had gone to M ount H ope.

In somewhat simila r fashion excursioni ..ts nlr cad v Were
being la nded from another boat, t he 101m R . I-inion , at
Smith's Palace, probably the first resort established on the
Bay. T hi" resort was located in what is now Edgewood ,
ncar the Cranston-Providence line, at what later was called
Kir win' s Beach. Smith's Palace was advertised as carlv as
IR4-J. H ere passengers were transferred fro m stca mflll:l r
to a shallow d raft schooner. T he 101m R. rintol/ abo ad ­
vcrti-ed Roc kv Point excursions before IR50. Rockv Point
pa~-.cnger:- we"re landed in small boats until Capt. \\"·inslow
built a wharf there.

Realizing its possibilities a" a ..hore resort in connection
with his hoar, the : I rgo, Capt. Wi nslow lost litt le time in
buying Rocky Point. It had long been held by the Stafford
farnilv and was then owned by the two Stafford daughters,
:'\Ir-.. Phebe L yons, whe-e hu-band had permitted its u-e
bv the fi.-..t cxcur..ion, and :'\Irs. M arv H olden, wife of
-(humas If ulden. W inslow bought onc~half of the 89-acre
t ract from :'\ I r~ . H olden in 184-7 for $1200 and a litt le late r
secured the othe r half from M rs. L yons for about the
same price.

lie installed flying ho.-..e.. and swings , built a dam din­
ner hall , and made other improvement .., including the
building of a wharf . H e called it "Winslow's Rocky Point"
and deve loped it so successfully tha t by I RS I it was the
rnost popular shore resort Oil the hay. I Ic continued to add
attractions and to improve it from his yearly profits.

.\r rir-r, Rocky Point landings were confined to the ..I rgo,
which ran twice a day from Providence, with a fare of



Capt. W inslow foun d that ma ny excursionists took the
I lorn Spring boat and the n walked up the beach to get to
Rocky Point. lie figured that unless rbey too k (he .:f rgo,
his own boar, or a boat with whose owners he had a landing
arra nge me nt , they owed him a quarter as his landing fee.
H e therefore built a hig h hoard fence across the beach to
keep them out . he did not care for the H orn Spring class
of patrons.

Rocky Point was described in g lowing terms by J oseph
Banvard in . 1 Guide to Providrnre River and ,Y ar r ag d1JSCOff
B av from Providence to X t"".cport , published in 1858 at
P rovidence by Coggesha ll &.: Stewart , sta tione rs and book­
sellers at 17 W estminster Street. T his was perhaps the first
of a number of pop ular hooklets describing the Bar and its
shore resorts, for sale to excursionists on the R1\-steamboats.

"It is one of the most beauti ful and romantic spots on
the bay. It is now owned by ~I r. Winslow, who seems to
ha ve spared no pains to make it as attractive as possible. Its
numerous trees, its uneven ground, its wild and mas..ive
rocks, piled up in most gro tesque confu... ion, forming cans
and subte rra nean passages of sing ular charac ter , its solitary
wal ks, its bowling alleys , swings , fandangoc s, flying horses
and chariots, with its amp hithea tre , convenient sand y shore
for bat hing, and its extensi ve open shaded saloons furnished
with the various non-intoxica ting refre...hments, sen-e to
render th is a most des irab le summer resort ."

T he Spanish fandang o rc-cmhlcd th e lat er Ferris wheel ,
first seen in Rhode Island at Rocky Point . T he flying
horses are readily ide ntifi ed as the merry-go-roun d or C:1­

ro usel. In one form or another , both hnve remained prime
attractions. A writer recallin g t he Point as it was in th e
1880's mentions hath , as well as a Cam era Obscure and a
tame bear th at dran k sarsapari lla.

Another of the numerous g uides to th y resorts describes
Rocky Point as " a place (I f romantic dales and hill s and
lawn s and groves and rocks and caves," " the love ly Eden
of our bav, " and " a tern :... ria l clvsium." At alater date the
:\merica,~ Steamboat Company said 011 its ad vertising cards
that Rocky Point had " natural scenery unsurpassed in X cw
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twenty-live cents. Hut soon other boats began to land pas­
sengers t here. I n 1852 when the Canonicus, built in 184-9
for the Fa ll River Iron W orks, wished to land excursion­
ists from Fall River and elsewhere , Capt. Winslow charged
t hem a landing fee of twenty- five cents, the same as th e
fare ra te on the : Irgo from P rovidence , . lrgo passengers
had free ad mission to the Point .

This was the beginning of a practice which all ied the
interests of resort owners with those o f certain hoots or
steamboat lines. It later led to acti ve and sometimes dem­
onstrative rivalry between boat s for the privilege of land ­
ing at wharves tied up by agreement to other transporta­
tion inte rests. Rocky Point continued to be owned by
steamboat interests from the time of Winslow to that of
Co l. H arrington in 191 0, and even later the re was a close
understandi ng bet ween the resort and the stea mboat
company.

" M other" Wi nslow took charge of the clamhouse and
the resort while her husband was bri nging in excursionists
on the ,1rgo. Business grew while Rocky Point 's pop ular ity
increased and spread outside Rhode Island . T hroug h the
years it remained as it had begun, a clean resort, as popu lar
with church organizations as with all ot hers . For many
seasons no excursions were run on Sundays and unt il about
the last two decades of the cenrurv, Rockv Point dosed wit h
the departu re of the last boat ~t six if; the afternoon on
Sarurdavs and remained closed on Sundavs.

Anot her resort with di ffe rent standards· was opened just
below Rocky Point, on the shore of Warwick Neck, by
J. A. Littlefield , wh o call ed it H um Spring and brought
Smit h Sha w, a noted bakemaste r, to make t he clambakes.
H orn Spr ing had a large dan ce ha ll , a roule tt e wheel , and
other ga mbling d evices as well as liqu or , evils banned from
Rocky Point. L ittl efield fi rst tried to have his patrons
landed at t he Rocky Point wharf, fr om whence it was an
easy, short walk to 110m Spring. W hen this was denied,
he hui It a wharf of his own and charte red th e steamer
Baroso to ru n direct to I lorn Spring. The l osephine CliftoJl
also landed the re, and the Canonicus ran there regula rly.

OLD ROCKY POI:\T 39
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Eng land. " A:; the stea mboat compan y then owned the
place, it may han: been somewhat pr ejudiced, hut unquc s­
tionahlv Rockv Point was a beaut ifu l spot in its earlie r
davs, when it '~'a :; more heavilv wooded .

Cap tain Wi nslow owned and managed Rocky Point for
eighteen years. a period of sustained development and ~n­

creasing populari ty , whe-e only interruption was a brie f
closing in IS5i. Rock Cottage. a large dormitory for the
park emp loyees, was added , 3.S well as other improvements.
Rock Cottage yet stands on the crest of a hill overlooking
the site of the old d ining balls.

T he Forest Circle, late r called the Forest Casino, a rustic
theatre , said to have been the fi rst at any Atlantic shore
resort , opened in the 1860's with a minstrel show, then
and for many yenrs afterward , the most popu lar form of
Ameri can ..rage entertain ment. T he Circle continued to
present negro minstrels for a number of years. T he open­
ing attraction was D uprcz and Greene's ~Ji n~t rcl ~ , organ­
ized in Providence bv Charles H . D uprez and J . .-\. Greene.

Du prcz was a F~ench-Canadi :l.n from Xew Brunswick.
who came to Providence bv wav of Woonsocket. Greene
was a local theatri cal man, wh~ later had J. A. G reene's
~ I ocking Bird Mi nstrels, a not too successful troupe. D u­
prez began his amusement caree r running the Spanish fan­
dango at the Point and went on to become one of the most
successful minstrel manage rs in America. After forty years
in minstrel sy he ended as he had begun, ru nning a boat
merry-go-round at Crescent Park.

Deprez and Greene's Minstrels went on the road at
the end of each Rockv Point season and developed into
Du prcz and Hened ic t 's'~ ew O r -l eans M instrels, for twenty
years one of the most popular minstrel troupes. Lew Hcnc­
diet , for fifrccn years his p:lrtl1er and one of the best known
of end men, was a native of Pawtucket.

Another carlv attraction at the Forest Circle was a troupe
of female minstrel ." the fi rst seen in Xew E ng land . T his
company was orga nized in Providence by Noah D. Payne.
H e called it T he Forrest Amazo ns, his stage name being
Frank Forrest. T he Amaz ons carried a few men, of course,
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for women are not yet singing bass, but except for the inter­
locutor , t he en tire minstrel circle wa- composed of women.
Payne toured Xcw Eng land with them after Rocky Point
closed its season. H e later published the Providence M orn­
ing /Iend.! and in his last years had a printing officc on
Eddv Street.

" Big Dick" M elvi lle, who n- a IlI'\" in I R58 rail awav
from his home in Providence to j oin a· rent circus minstr~l
sho w, spent his summers in thc early IRill's running the
Forest Circle with a stock female min-trel company before
and after his last engagement in 18i7 with Hucklcv's Sere­
naders. .[er-rv-Cohan and his wife, Xell ie Co-rigan of Fox
Point, played summer engagemen ts regularly at the Forest
Circle. with their I ri-h specialties. " The I l ublin Dancing
v tasrer." " Padd y :'\Iiles the: Irish Hoy." and " T he Dancing
Professor. " Later T he Four Cobans: J erry. Xellie,
George M . with his fiddle, and his sister j osephine, a grace­
ful dance r , were seen there.

In the 1860's Byron Sprague, son of the hrst Governor
W ill iam Sprague ( 1838- 18 ~O) and cousin of Amasa and
C ov. Wil liam Sprague I 1860- 1863 ) with whom he had
been associated in the A. & vv. Sprag ue :'\Ifg. Company,
boug ht Rocky Point from Car t. Winslow fur $60, 000.
Spragu e had retired from the g rea t manufacturing firm
in 1862 . H e Hafted improvements at once and d uri ng his
ownership spent lavishly on the place.

In 1865 he huilt a large, square, three-story dwel ling for
3. summer residence on a water front hill u\"erlooking the
shore drive and the resort and beside the hon-l. A broad
piazza surrounded the lower story. and a large, square
cupola surmounted the cent re of the r-oof, affording a wide
vie w in even' direction. T he house faced th e Bav in the
direc tion of 'j\'ewport and was built with the !:t\:ish dis­
regard of expense characteristi c of the Spragucs. T he doors
were of solid mahogany, and rhc nppoiurments and furn ish­
iugs were in keeping.

T his was known as the ~ lans i ol1 H ouse and in later
years was occupied by the ge ner al manager of the steamboat
line then owning th e Point. When CuI. l Iur rington man-
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aged Rocky Point, he had his office and livin g quarters on
th e second floor, the first floor being a restaurant and cafe.
;\ Iter Sprague's time, th e large refres hmen t ga rden , opened
on th e gro unds ill the rea r , was popular ; it had a capacity
of abo ut 1000. The house burned in 1919 in the second
of the Rockv Point fires.

Myron Sprague also built the tall obser va tory tower so
long a landmark of the Rocky Point sky line. During a
comparative lv brief ownership he is said to ha ve spen t
$.100,0 00 on Rocky Point . T he obse rva tory, set on the
crest of a height overlooking the Hay, had a total height of
two hundred fifrv feet above sea lend. It afforded a mag ­
nificent view formanv miles in everv direction, including
one of Newport . Eacll of its eight s(des had a window on
every floor .

A winding stairway with broad landings on each of the
ten floors led to the top, which was often filled with ~Pl'C­

tat ors on clear days. Age and decay tinally forced irs re­
moval as a safer ,' measure.

A long period 'of ownership by stea mboa t inte r-ests began
in 1869, when the Am erican Steam boat Company boug ht
the resort . They were th en operating Bay Que't'fI ( 1865­
190-.1- ), W hat Cheer ( 1867- 19 16) , and City of A't-.;:port
( 1867- 19 15). 11 ' luli Cheer ran to M ar k Rock, Cedar
Grove, O cean Cottage , and Field's Point; but th e e t hers
served Rock," Point, the City of S ,,-.i:port continuing on to
he r home port .

D uring its ownership between 1869 and 1876 or I Si!l ­
aut horities differ-when title was tr ansferred ro th e new
orga nization , th e Conti nental Steamboat Company, a re­
organization of the American, spent another $2 00,000 in
improving and promoting the Point. " King" Hiram D .
M axfield, who had nu de it noted for its shore d inners,
moved in 1869 lip and across the Hay to the new Silver
Spring on the east shore just be low Squantum, hut Rocky
Point cont inued to uphold its reputa tion fur clambakes,
served in a big dinin g ha ll , which was featured by a large
foun tain in the centre,

Bullock's Point, which later as C rescent Park was to
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become Rocky Point 's on ly rival, was de ve loped in 1870;
so was Cherry Grove , nca r by. Two years later, in 1872,
Oakl and Beach was opened in opposition. I {ere sha llow
water made stea mboa t landing di fficult , and even the com­
ing of the Wa rwick (\: O ak land Beach Rail road in 1877 did
not save it as a shore resort. T he railroad had a Rocky
P oint sta tion , but passengers d isem bark ing there had a
long walk to get to t he resort. W hen t he line was elec­
rrified ill 1900, a loop was extended into the grounds, and
t he open bloomer cars brou ght t housand s of passengers,
landing them ncar the baseball park .

Rockv Poin t in th e I RIO 's had t he hote l ; th e obse rve­
tory ; a "" mam mot h dining hall; " cemen t walks ; flying
horses; bowling allers; shooting galleri es; a well filled
monkey cage ; Kati e, the bear that drank sarsa pari ll a from
th e bot tle; an incl ined railroad; "passages under rocks of
a th ousand tuns weig ht." and "mounds f lied with cart loads
uf clam she lls enclosed wit h picket fences."

In IS75 the American Steam boat Compan y put the
Crystal tI'<l'::e, a fa-t and popular boat, on t he Rocky Point
and Xewpcrt r un. T hey already had added /) IlY Star
( 1873- 1923) to their fleet, hu t bu-inc...s was -o good , espe­
cial lv to their own resort, th at thev needed th e Crystal
II 'a~-e for he r speed. Rocky Point re~ailled the must popu ­
lar resor t on the 00\' and the fi rst intcre...t of the stea mboa t
lin e. Passengers wh o hel d tickets for other reso rts fre­
quently found themselves carried to Rocky Point because
nearly all of th e Continental boar pas...enge rs were headed
for that spot.

In "Letters to the Editor ," publi shed in the Providence
Sundav T rihune in 1907 and 1908, Frank X . Schc uren and
A lbert \\' . Davis of Pro vidence, who as youths worked
there during summer seaso ns, described Rocky Point as it
was under management of Louis H . H um ph reys in the
late 1870's. Said Schcuren ~

Husines JI Kod~' l' " int hc/Pll on the coming in nf the' tirsl IlOJI be­
tween oS JnJ q o'clock ill the morning, closing JI (, o'clock in thc evening.
_-\t lhi, h"I.lT JI1 .lllll.l...·menl; were c1O!'l"I, afrcr which camv .1 general
c1cJning I.lF of JII amusement places. [len the 'tree!' were ' \\ "'1'1 t>~ the
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waiters \ \ ' i th brooms on their ,houlders ... the waiters \\ould
march up in fro nt of th .., Hulf um :\l.1m i" n. th..,n right about face, they
began to m eel' the street do wn as far a' th e stable, Generall ,l" all IV."
quiet at I (I ,,'dod,

Tho-e weT!: th.., dan when we did have excu rsions. Evcrv dav in the
wee]; old Rocke I'oini would he crmnld with visitors. You 'ean 'im;lgine
the numhcr ~f people coming the re when we had such boars J~ ' the
CryJf"d lI",w" , Richard Dr,,-J"I/, Ctllollil'llJ, Bradford DlIrfa . I must
not forgd the goo,j old f) " .\' $f"r, then a new boat.

~ lmd:I:' Roc ky Point was J holidav. closed al1 ,Ia:', nothing go ing OIl

n cq 't at the ho tel. ;-.io liqu or was allo wed to be sold on the grounds.
You could not gel a drink of liquor unless you brought it with you, unless
you dineri at the hotel , an d t hen :'ou ran the chance of going to the lockup
if you wcrc caught on weak knees.

T he summer seasons at Roc k: ' Point did not hegin in those Ja.n until
the first week in .Jul.,' and closed on the fi rst week in Septe mber. rT hmc
J.l tes marked the closing aud open ing of P rovid ence schooh.- I I .G . lt ]
.-\11 the noted excursions md fraternal organization, wen t to Rockv Poin t.
C row ds upon cro wds of people could he seen d;lil.,· from all partsof Xcw
Eng l.1 nd . The crowds at times would be So great that :\ I r. Humph reys
often ha d to tele g raph to Provid ence to send an extra bOol[ after b ,,'clock
to take th""e home who happene,l to h" left, for the last huat left Rock:"
Point at 6 P. m.

,--\11 the soft drinks and the ice cream were manufactured on the
g rou nds. T he cream and mi lk for the manufa\'\ll re of icc crea m was 'up­
plied by :\1r, R" n G or ton of Providence. It wa s the real ,t u ff, IOU • •--\s
1 bad the handling of it, I knuw what it W:I;;, l ee cream wa' frozen by
hand in thme daj-s, 30 gallons at a t ime. Str awberry , vanilla an d lemon
were t h ~, only kinds made for the public. T he fane.,' ice crea ms were
nnlv orders fu r the hote l. T he:" were seldom made. O ur higge't and
most pror uable days were the ~,:o tdllll a n' s and Alfrcdi an's days ,

Older Providence residen ts will remember the posters
seen in store windows to advertise Scotch Dav at Rcckv
Point. T he" were headed " Dinna Yc H ear It'!" and had
a large pictur e of a Scotch lassie in tartan kilts, shown danc­
ing among crossed claymores on the ground . Scotch Day
continued lat e in the Rocky Point era. T he annual outing
of the Ancient O rd er of H ibern ians was another big event
for many seasons. T heir posters were of green paper.

Hut excurs ions were not the only big da ys, O n the nigh t
of J uly +, 18n, the River Belle, built for the Rocky Point
run as a counter attraction to the newly opened Oakland
Beach, is said to have carried more than 3000 passengers
on her last trip from Rocky Point to Providence,
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A fire started in the hotel on the morning of Satu rd ay,
:\ Jarch 16, 1883, and soon got beyond contro l, even with
the Little Giant , a fire engine kept in th e hote l basement
and operated by the few employees the n on hand. ~l rs .

E. G. Gray, wife of the Rocky Point manager , sent a call
to the Continental Line office in Providence for help. Al­
though the line had at least seven steamboats, not one was
then at her Providence berth. SoA. Li vingston M ason, the
genera l manager, chartered the riva l Canonivus to send
Providence firemen and apparatus to Rocky Point.

When the fireme n, under Chief George A. Steere, tried
to put Engine 10 fro m the Burnside street sta tion on board,
they were prevented by the boat's hog fram e. En gine and
firemen had to wait ar riva l of the line's Cit)' of S c-,x port.
then on her way up the bay. T he X c-.1.·port made a fast ru n,
but reached the Point too late to saxe the big hote l, t he clam
dinner ha ll, the boat house, and severa l othe r buildings.
T he other buildi ngs were rebuilt, but t he hotel was not
replaced. With its passing Rocky Point lost its d ual ide ntity
as a popular resort for summe r gue~ts and for excursionis ts.

The stea mboat war, last ing six years, which followed
the orga nization of the Shore T ransport ation Company by
Capt. George It H ull in 1884-, fr equently made Rocky
Point wharf a scene of turmoil. :\ Iost of the clashes between
boats of th e opposi ng lines were for landi ngs at the nearer
shore places, hut the steamboat owners of Rocky Point fitted
its wharf with heavy timbe rs, tipped with iron spikes and
ran these timbers out when any opposition boar tried to land
pa~:;.cnge rs there. T he tim bers were run our one dar when
an opposition boat was seen approaching the wharf. But
instead of stopping or veering off, the boar passed the wharf
at full speed and so closely that it struck the beams, sheer ing
them off short.

T he Conti nent al owners then built a high fence of
wooden pickets at the end of the wharf. T he big do uble
ga tes in this Fence were opened only for Continenta l Line
passcngers. Bur an opposition boat rammed the wharf and
demoli shed the fence, which was soon replaced in anoth er
location. :\ pictu re of the wharf in 1893 shows the barrier
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located a shor t distance inside the shed that covered half
or more of the water end of the wharf.

T his pictu re also shows th e cn-t-ircn lion which stood
fastened to a rocky ledge when: the wharf reached the
shore. A chi ld is seated on the lion's hack, as many thou­
sands of other children rode it unti l vandals smashed its
head after the 19.HI hurrica ne. T he belief held by some that
there were two of these lions, one on eithe r side of the head
of the wharf, rises from the fact that the lion origina lly
was on the rig ht as one came up the wharf from the boat,
being removed to the opposite side when the big addi tion
to the older dining hall was huilt.

Another older fixture not so well remembered, was the
steamboat ticket office ncar the head of the wharf. It was
round, like the pilot-hon-e of an early steamboar-c-whicb
is what it had been . For this is said to han: come from the
old Kin~ Philip, which ran between Fall River and Provi­
deuce. T he Ki"" Philip was huilt in ~ew York in 1832 for
the Fall River Iron W orks. It ran on the Hal' until about
1852 and was then sold to Xew York owners." It later wa...
on the Boston-N ahant run , and it ended as a rowboat in
:'\ew York harbor, where it was wrecked in a squal l. Wi th
a 120-foot length, the Ki'/~ Philip's beam was only 19 feet
8 inches.

T he Kin~ Philip is said hy Edwin A. Pan of Harrington,
E xecutive Secretary of the Steamship Historical Society
of Amer ica, to haw had the first steam whistle used on
any boat. It was made hy her engi nee r, Stephen D. Collins ,
in 18+1 or 184-2. Collins copied it from the whistl e used
on one of the ear lv locomoti ves of the Huston &: Providence
Railroad . Pre, 'io'us to this, steamboats had signalled with
th e safety val ve, the escaping stea m sounding over a long
d istance.

Col. Randal l A. I [a rrington took cont rol of Rocky Point
in 1888 and managed it unt il his death 0 11 Octobe r IJ , 19 18.
H e and his first wife ear -ly worked for Simon H enry
G reene in the Clvde Hl cachcrv & Prin t Works. T hrough
:\ Irs. lla rring tonis init iativv, :\ Ir. Greene sublet floor space
in his works fur the H arriugtous to hemstitch the bandau-
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nas (handkerchiefs) printed the re, and made arrangements
between them and his Ne w York conve rter. T he H arring ­
tons rhus became employers in their own right and their
operations being profitable, they were able to obtain capital
for H arringt on's subsequent enrerpri-e-, culminating in
Rockv Point.

Co'!. I Iarrington leased the Point in 1 ~ ~ 8 from the Con ­
rinent al I .ine and twenty-t wo years later , on November In,
19 10, he bough t it from the Providence, Fa ll Rive r S, :'\ew­
port Steamboat Company, successors to the Continental.
T he purchase price was $250,000, H arrington being cred­
ited with 125 ,000 for the big dance hall and other buildings
he had erected as lessee. H e added more new buildi ngs
and many amusements and made the place per haps the
best known shore resort in Xew En gland .

Col. H arr ington adve rtised Rock}" Point all over :" ew
England and drew great crowds on Saturdays and Sun­
davs. T he dinner hall often used one hund red or more
bu~hels of dams in a dav. For a number of vents these
clams were supplied by j ohn II. Xorthup of Apponaug.
Charles E. L yon, who had been ill charge of the bakes at
Field 's Point, was bro ugh t to Rocky Point in the first decade
of the century and a new addition to the dining hall in­
creased its capacity to 2500.

In a 36-page booklet of illustrations of Rocky Point i:-­
sued about 1912, a partial list of attractions there included
a T hompson scenic railway with over two miles of t rack , a
new, larger Fer ris wheel ; M erry-go-rounds of the lute-r
tr pe; a new Roll er Coaster "c ircling among the tree tops. "
the Frol ic; Carou-els , Aerial Swing.., Swinging Boat:- ; the
~I rst ic Hower ; a large ~ l i dw:lY ; a vaudeville : and a
motion picture theatre.

T here was a large hand stand. 011 the Mid way, where
hand concerts were given , feat ured at one time by a 1l0\·e1

prese nta tion of the famous "Anvil Chorus" with the boom
of cannon replacing the clang of the anvil. 'Ian)' of the
larger excursions which came from point s as far di-ran t
as ~Ia i ne , brought their own bra-s bands with them, An­
other ~ l idway attraction was a "Xew Carousel ," just com-

•
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pleted , which had "four rows of jumping horses" and an
18,000 organ, "largest and fine-r in Ameri ca, which re­
produces the effect of a en -piece band." For a number of
seasons the Providence Grays, representing in the Interna­
tional or Ea-tcm Leagues the city which won the first world
championship whi le in the National League, played Sun­
dar home games in the luscbn ll park, which seated one
thousand people in bleachers or in a covered grandstand.

Col. J{ar-rington extended his amusement enterprises
bevond Rockv Point and at one time controlled Crescent
Pa·rk on the kl\· and had the refreshment concessions at
Roger \\"iJliams' Park in Providence and the park in Atrle­
bore. Abo ut the first decade of the century he bro ught the
fl oating thea tre " Columbia" to Providence from New
York , moored it at the lower end of Crawford street bridge
and for several seasons ran it as a vaudeville house"

After his death in 1918, his widow, ~ I rs. .Amelia t ",
H arrington, and his son, Randall A. H arri ngton, Jr.• leased
Rocky Point to Paul and Alfred Cnsriglioni of Providence.
Ab out 1923 this partnership was terminated and Paul Cas­
tiglioui organized the Rock)' Point Amusemen t Company,
which operated the resort until the September hurricane
of 1938 fla ttened mo-t of the buildings, ju-t as the season
was ending.

J--: 'u l}' in the Ca..tiglioni administration Rock}' Point had
its second major lire. T he old Sprague mansion, long
known as the Vlausion H ouse, burned in 1919 soon afte r
the close of the season ; it was a tota l loss, there being no
insurance. On its site was erected a cafe building for offices
and a restaurant serving a varied menu.

Following the hurricane with its wholesale destruction,
Rocky Point was returned to its owners, the 1Iarringtons.
It was leased in 1939 to T homas F. Wilson of Providence
and others, whose organization started a great dining ha ll
to sear 3500 peop le and also restored rhc mechanica l equip­
mcnt of the big, covered swimming pool. Difficult ies arose ,
and rhev retired without completing the re..toration of the
resort. Real estate promotcr-, attracted by the beauty of
the place, showed intere-t in its possibilities as a site for
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James Brown's Diary ( 1787 - 1789)
Transcribed and annotated hy CUR ....SO S A. C OI, L I S S, J RD

( concl u d ~d f.om ". 7, nu, I , p. I I )

2 & Jd. fine weather for Commencemen t-very
[Sept. J

l ot. ram
full

-l'h. & S,b. very hot .
6'h. cooler 7'h. rain. S. Smith H is hurried. & to \.• 12 g rows

cooler .
19'h. .:'\ Jess'··:". H. & H. Otis" come to town
' 0'· T F .. t"' · II di .- . ' rancts arrive , we a me at Spring-green
21 '" we go to the Country
22d to P" Pl easant 23·h. return to Boston Bethune & O tis.

w, to P,
H S.~lIy S....i'h , J~m~ 8.0..·n', fiu' cuu.in, 'Ut Ih.. J.u,h,~. of J ..b .nd Ruth

( Hum) Sm'th. Sh d,.d s..p'~mb.-. 6, 1788, in h. . n in. tant h , • •••.\ ' M ld, 1';/41
Ru • •d., y. I ~, p. 279.

t il J.m... 8 , 0" n'. " ".t" n Iti ..nd. , X . , ".I h u n ~ . nd 11• •ry 0 ,;,. '--. ,h' n'd Re,hun.
.. .. . f~lIow m. mbr. of th. d ... of 178 0 . 1 " ......d. ,\ nolhe . ch ..n,. ,. Eph t~ im
Elliol, , um. up Be,hun. ',lif.. in Ih.. foll" "ing "· ,,.do:"~ .... . 11 nll.J " ho l. ,'- Iurn..d
~ U I di" ipat. d, b.-um. in inT. mpQut. nun - ....~• • " 'bol. ta le l i~uor d• • l...." Ell iot ' ,
Jud, ,,,..nt of J~m... n ",wn "'0" " Ih. tOn of • nty rich m' n in !'" w iJ ..n, • . li n not
b.-..n kno"' 11 in Soci..l, oul of Ih. t lo.... n." P. Mia ti • •,. .f /~~ C.I.~i.1 $.ci,r, .f
M." ..~""tfl , ¥ . 19, p. 29 1.

Siner rh.. lim pOrlion of Ihi, Diol -:r ..... publi,h ..J in (klob.-r, 1 9~·, ~lr. Ft~ n k H~i l

Bro. 'n h.. communiut.d • " . ..~d ~oJ butle r p<><'m .,-id.nt l, "·" ' U-II h Rclhun. O lio
~"d Ch~r1... \' ~u'''~ n on th. occ..ion of Ih.ir p.niOll' , ·it it in f ..t.",u y, ' 1788:
( S« R h J .. l sl...d U u ta . )' , I'. 6, no. ~, 0 <10,," , 1':14·, p. 103.)

..\ di.... ' 10 ..v....,- plu,in, ""."..
To 'h. 0011 plulU.... 0/ Sp.in, G.....n

To pl. inti,,· ronp " plu,in, d~IIc""
T o Abby .. S<>phi~ F•• nc...

To II•• • llu ........ nu of Ihi. to"n
And 10 Ih.. <h..min" S.It¥ 8 ' 0" "

-r., S. lly Sn,il h .I; S.Il., ' 1' . " .
T o ~lI,o ...hom our joy, H e ""·i,,,

T o X.n" . R..,•• y, h nn,· n" " . n
X" " Ih now .... in ' 0 our noti,.

Ch,t1 \',u jthn, X,I 1l"l h" n" 11>" ., Oti•.

tll .Eil ll<' ,T ., neh Fr." n'i' ( 17.10_1HIIIJ) f.,h .. ,,/ J ohn Fr . nd . (u . X "I, 10), ~
p.o,,:,' n. nl I h:.h~dph.u n,~"h'~'I-" nd ~ rtl "thi... of ,h .. Ilank of X"'lh :\ "' <f i< ~ l
or l h"m~. \ \ ,11 , ,,, h.ne" ( 1.. 6 ,-IH I' 1. T ..n<h'. '''n .nd } ,I,n'. b" ,th••• di."' lo.
of th.. I n .uun,~ Cump. ". , "f S ",th .\n,..,i,••nd "f ,h. R. nk <>1 I'h i l . d rl rh i ~.
T~, 1'...... ,,1.·. ..,.. .'fol' ..., .... af U ,, /••~· oI ..J Ri' I ' oIl'lo ), '. 4':1, no. I, p. 8 2 .~ ;.
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count ry homes, until they found the rock formation was
so widespread that blast ing would be necessary for many
cellars. O il interests tr ied to get it as a site fur oil tanks,
but .:'\I rs. H arrington declined thus to mar the beauty of
that section of Warwick.

T he H nrring tons reopened Rocky Point with restri cted
activitie s in the seasons of 194-0 and 194- I, but these were
its last until th is year. T he Point had been proposed as a
Stat e Park, hut a hill to this effect died in th e General As­
semblv. Aft er fift y-seve n years of H arringt on control by
lease or ownership, Rocky Point passed from the H arring­
tons to the Stud ley La nd Company in 194-5. Two years
later it was sold to its present owners, Rocky Point. lnc.,
headed by Frederick H ilton, a veteran am use ment park
operator of Woodside, Lung bland, with j oseph T rillo of
Provide nce as treasurer, who have announce..-d plans to
restore Rocky Point to its former position as a leading
Rhode Island attraction.

T h••u.ho • •clo; no"l.d,... hi. inJ ..~tr d n ttt ( ' an . " Il . H)·. " ... . "S . rr~/l". n.~ll

Stu mho. " .nd /l ... 'm ..n," I' .o,·id. n, . 1!. ' i~1 R" Il,ti~ , J uly 12·A ujluJt 1, 19 H .
an in,'. l••hl••re" .d of , I..amhoa ' inll and . h" ... '"'0''' on N . rr ',Ir . '''~l' H ' ~' i Oliv ..r
P. }". o" Full.., l1i,N . y .j 1I··"",,·i, k ; J. R. (' 01.., U i,t" Y . f U" ., Jrj~ ,I . " .~J K , ,,t
CuMi,,; F•• nk X. Scheut.n Ind .\ Ib.-n W. Il ..-i •• in " L~,l.t"" In tn. Edito.,"
I' .ovident. S"~J•.v 1·"I>u~ ... 190 ~ ond 1 9 11~ ; ~: d ,,· i n .-\. !, , " , .: ~ ", u ' i ,'" S~c •.-t ..y,
Str.m, hip 11i....r inl Sod et}· 01 .\me.i .., R.rr inl. n" , R . I .; [)•. {:..0',Ir" F. \V hil. ,
C•• n..on, R. I .; \1 ... An,.l i ~ Y. Ih•• in ,lr ,on .nJ Ran d~lI A. Ila tti" /l" ln" , J ' ., P tm·i·
d..nc.., R. I . , \ lr. If..n.~· Gr"" n.. J " k..,n, I' ." , id..nc., R. I I ~nJ " ,h",. ,, ·ho ."' ~"

old Rock, Puinl.

Lecture
W ednesday , .\fa)' 5, / 9-18 - 8 :15 p.m.

D r. P hilip Batchelder
I' . ... id..nl 01 Ih, 1'."..i,lene.. \1..Jiedl ,\ " ", ia, i" n

Exhibit io n
,·1pril 5 - "I,,)' 7
PAPER WEIGHTS

From the collection of .:'\l i ~s Ellen Dexter Sharpe
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26'h, we d ine at Cart Gra mcn'"
27,h, The Fam ily go to p '. P leasant
29'b. we all retu rn

T~ i$ month has been very pl easan t and warm. hut lit tle

"'In
30,b. the wind X . E. cloud y. T he first T ouch of an Equinox

ga le.

[Oct. J
JJI . & 2d. :\.E. weather , chillv & cold
3d. very pleasant +'h. \\' ind S.E. rain
jib. cool 6' h. cloud- up i"b. rain ware house next Ben­

netts burnt in the Xig ht-c-bctwcen 12 & 2 of S'b. Drisly
x. E.

9 & 10'h. nne weather-r-l I'" a :\. E. rain
14'10. T. F . and I left P rovidence on our wa v to Phil ad ' at

+Ock P. :'\1. ro Xewpcrt half past 9 .
15' h. attempted going to 1" . Pl easant the wind being ahead

for X. York re turned in Eve.
16'h. W ind stil l ahead verv fair
t 7'b. ahead fur X. York .
18'h. comes fai r. I go to I": Pleasant wit h :'\ ) < Bet hu ne Ra­

pe lgc :'\bj or Lashal & T . Francis ret urn & sup at
:'\1' · Champlin," leave X ewport half past one, Wi nd
X arrive yr 19 '10. at 9 in Eve op posi te H unt 8 miles
from X . York 1' . E.

20,h. "·Car rived at 9 :\:\1 very hard rain at :'\ . York
x. E.

2 J"· Showery. S.\\' . we leave X . York- P.:'\1. Wind
very high at We~t Stay all nig ht at backinsack

22'" get to Newark at Ock in the mornv-c-leavc it at
~," ('.r'. J am.. ( : , amon' , • F,. n, h •• • car ..i" I,,,,,, Car F,.",oi•• ,,110 .... I.d i"

I' rc,,' id. n<r a"d ,"",ri.d "'h ' r :-.' i,ll"h, i" ,Il" ' ]" d'''JI"h' . r of S.m".l :-.' i" h,i"1 . 1•• J"'" 2,
17K,. P,o.-id. ,,« (.',,<.11•• J""' ''. 1 ~8' .

A ",.n,,,,,ip' ll"<n<.I"II"Y ", ,h. ~ill"hlinll".r. 1.",;1.•, wmpil.d h~· I., ,, i. J . Cha•• in
Ih. Rh"d. [. l. nd ll i" " , i,, 1 S""i. ,...1.,.. Ih., c.,am"nt "., h",,, in B" , d" " I in
17,6 .nd , am. ,,, I' " " -i<l. ,,u .... ith L. f.,}" " ' in 17K". H. di.d r,i", , ,, lKO.l.

~I (:' ''' 11"' Ch.mpli", " n. "~I S . " po, , ' . forrmoH mrr ch. " .. . nd • rwmin.nt
f'r drr . li. , rolitici .n, ...... t!, . '''n ,,/ C" I" " . 1 C"hri"ophrr Ch. mplin. " ..!thy :-.'...
•• ,."or1l l.nd""nrr ."d ,h. bw ,hrr of (' h, i. tor h" (' It. mr li"••1.0. N.....port m..,
d,.n,. I" 1~7, It< ~,.,," L,. elli . " f ,h. 10,. R. , illl<n' of "'I ili, i•. Aflrr ,h. ,.-at
h••rrvrd I" " ...."•. 1~~'·K6,.,. m.mh.. "f ,n. ("(,n' in. nt. 1 C"njt"" , nd .i Il « n
ru" in the Rhod. hl.nd 1.,i ,I.,,,,, . II . "., r".iJrn' of the 1I , ,,k of Rhod . hland.
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II Ock arri ve at P rinceton at 9 1'.:'\1.
23'1. breakf ast at 5, leave bv 6 arrive in P hilad at l Ock of

yC23d
., hav" bee n part of th ree days on our war th rc

the j erse ys
2+'h- i-, warm pleasant weather ill Philad', visited ~\,1 Ladies

this morn11", rind cverv sort of fruit cxcept app les art:
scarce vegetation not more blasted by the frost tha n
when we left home

25 & 26'h. Still very warm rain in the Eve-r-Spent an hour
wit h D oct" F ran klin, who was ve rv sociable

2i lh. tine weath er, stil l warm '
2K'''' a :'\.E . ra in 6: wind 29 &: ~lO ' h. clears to a cold x .w.

the-e two nights there has been a frost which has
deaden 'd vegetation

J l ": is cold-remarkably so for the Season . Icc through
t he day, glad to put on m v thic ke-t waistcoat

1:':0"'1
I" Xovem' " r-, ' ·cry plea-ant-e-changes to warm
-, ,1. we dine at :'\1 ' · Hinghams'" tis very warm
3"1. is warm-4,h.& 5'h arc ver v warm davs we dine with

the windows opeu-c-Ccn' \ Iiffiin L -{te Speaker of the
1l ouse is chosen l're-id ent of t he Statc-c-nem. con

6' h. much pleased with the :'\ I u~ i c of the d utch Concert
i"b. n'ry warm dine at Capt Duncann-," rain the after­

noon
~l' h. clear and g:ruw~ colder rho no frost ride with J. Liv
9' h. a charming dar I walk with .\ 1' F. to H elper- and

I to Kensington, dine at :'\1' · T . \\' ill ing,,'-"- JII'h dine
with .\1'- Preist hear the Rival s in the E ve & the
Hand .\ 1r. 1n'h & I I' ll. a severe Sto rm of wind 8.. Rain

~·~ W i l l i,,,,. Bi,, ~l'.m (1·;2·1~ II~ l "n" of th, ,,,,'. '.m.Jin, "" .i " m." " f the
period , " . , • f"""d,., ." ,1 .Ii.."." " I th. Il." ,k "I s "tlh ,\n ..·,i n.J ,h. o" nrr
" I- hOI'l" ' r l"c" I_ " i.. l;llld i" ,-."""·,,, . ,,, "u ,,,1 lli" " It. '" I" " . :-.'. 1"., .", d 'It \1 "in• .
Wit" " I.'n"·' B,o" n ,Ii,,,·d "ilh him in l -~~. I,. " ...., ", ..",II,", "f ,I., C,,,,,i n.n' .11
C,,"I''':'' . n..I\""<"" 1-'111 .,,,d l~q; h,' "." ,..1 ill ,I,,· 1',·" n. I'I\'"" i., ,-\''''mhj" .,,, .1
h,"""" " ,h. I.,",., ,-,.;" ,,,,.I I~ill ill tl,,· 1'" i,, ·,1 ~ .." ,.• ~,.",,, ,. . ·f) .•I,H . .

r,:lC.r'.i" J.In"" [lun,-.",. " h" h." i n,,,,,,..d \l i.. ~""'" I., .., .I "" ' I ~- "It ... I,..
re, ,, ,,, ,,' 1' l.i1.ld.-lr hi.. f, ,,m I' , ,,, id,·,,. ,·.

,, ' T lto"' ." Will i" " { ] " l l. l ~ 21 l ".1' "",. "r ,I.,. ,,<.1,1,,('" 11\", <1\.1,, " i" ,h,. Vni,,.<1
S,.,,·. :Illd r,,.,i.J .."1 " t ' h. B. " k "f :-;"tlh .\ ,.... ic.,. HI. 1".-«,......" " ulld • ",i lli ,on
d"I I." •• " •• i""""",, i", II.. , i" ,," i" .... hi.h It,· li,,· J. f}, .I.H.
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5, E, clea rs awav warm about 12 Ock of the 11t h.
after a very high t'idc

12t h
. is cold, I write to mv sister Francis

)J'h· my lett er goes by C~pl. huntington rode with .\1" ,
Hinnev tis verv warm for the Season

14.' 10. rainy &. Showers go tu tea }Ienry 4.' 10. with .\1'" Bing-
ham" &: .\I iss Francis

15' 10. very pleasant , 16 'b. raw, chilly
17'h. rain and chillv wind N. E.
I Wh

. rain and chi ll ~ ' wind X. F.
19'h- &: 20t h

, at .\ J': ' H aver & Hingham the wind is still
:'\ .E, &. Rainy very had walk ing

')") .1. clears up. and th e fir-t time in , days I sec the Sun
dine with .\ 1' Bond th e Hh Consul

y~ 23 wind again :'\ .E, and rain
24.' h. very warm , d ine with .\1. Fisher' " then .\1' Paoris [ :]

on Venison Sup with :\1' Hinncv-c-writc to J. Page by
Cap" Xlnge e an' to J uhn \ ' ining

25'h. Snow, hail & rain , sun shine :",E.
26'h, d ined at home. Rain 27'h' rain spcnt th e eve with

Doer' Fran klin
2R,h. T he sloop arrives see San{ Em linr

,7 & the concert
29 ' 10. rain .lUlh. (;u to I. M orris" with T . W ill ing line

clear da y bad riding
I llec. I

I'" at .\ l orr i..'s '),[ ret urn , clear and cold gu to the Rie-
negle-, concer t

3'1. at :\ 1" .\J urri ..
jlh, at .\1' Eml in.. .\J ". Hill s & .\J '" Binnvs, vcrv culd
6 'h. \'cry cold d ille at t he gun:rnors' .
:.", \ !r•. , \nn~ ( Willin~ 1 Rin" h m, d.u~h '., oj T h,.n,•• \\"i ll i n ~ .nJ "i l...I

W ill i. m Rin" h, n. c•• ~ ," ,' I~ ,1 .h.,,~), "h" ... conn ••t i" n" ",><i.l. ruli"",l .nJ
tinan,ial. ".rr ..n.u'r....d in 110 . nali"", ,".. 110. >< kn' ,, 1 ~d"" J Iud.. 'I! I h ~ b,il ·
li,n l Feder, Ii, t '''''al lik "~I I·hiladr! r hia. Ihen ,h••ra ' ..j " " n,,,i,,,,.1 ~""rrnnl<" nt,',I' \l ,e" Fi, h... ( 1: ~ ~ - I ~ I 'J) l' h ,ladd r hi" I.... ~,<r >" i,·< in l·enn. )·1\·,,,, ;., r ,d ,lic, 1
"".I hu,i, \<...,ll.,i " . II<, ,-.. " di,~"", "I Ihr It, ,,k ,of ," " rl h ,\ ,,, ,', i,'" . " d "r ,h e
t", ,,, ,,,,o ' l ''' mr .,ny " I I',·nn" ·h a" i., , Th , ,, u ~ h hi. m.1 rr i ,,~,' I" S,,, .,h, d., ,,~h 'rr 01
W ill i. ", Red" ""J . h~ " '" '''nn~, h'd " ill. 1I, ~ R"d" " " J f,,,,, ih· "r rtf ",,],· l . b nJ .
_\."p~tf lI;, I~"... : .1I'J: ..,i~~, '. l, p. l ~ , ( ; .,, ' ~ . C .\ Ia .o~. R , ' ~" ~" " , · ~ " ,, .f
.\'"..p"1 ( ~'"p''''' I SH I p. ~ ~ .

'" .\ " ~m'n.nl I' hit. dd r l, ia Qu. kr , rrr... hrr.
..' · I·.... i~I'· 1.<-"j, \ fon i. ( 1-16·'Jsl"l ," e" " " , k•••i...,,~r of lhe Ih.·<!a..,i"n "I

I " dq'~ n d~n, ~ .nd . n "IJ~. b",rI.~r ,,' the 'I,".. m,n I ;..u"'n...." \1 rri •.

.1 :\:\ 11-:5 RRO"":\ 'S DI.\RY (1 7117-17119) ;;

, 'h.Take Leave 8'bin the .\ Iorn' leave Philad" lodge
at \ vcodbridge

9' 1<· arrive at X. York
1Olh. vcr-v cold- I Ilk. Chil lv
12'h· we ·Ieavc :\. York in Cap' Watson at 5 P..\1. S."·,

wind
t Jlh. in the morn" opposite i'\. I Liven becalmed all of a

most charming day-wind fair sprung up at 6 P.l\L
and in the M orning at Sunrise we were opposite P"
J ud ith pass'd by Xewport and gut home in the Eve.

15'h. I d ine with III Sister for the first time
161h

• we all din e at Uncle Xicb
17t h

. it snows. Cl uh at W. :\rnold~'

18'h. go sleig hing the first time not very good
19, 20 & 21 '" very cold . The Ship fall s down to Spri ng­

Green
22,1. still ver y cold , Snow
2.1.1· T he Ship Warren Sails for the East Indies Cap"

Sheldon T . \\'. Fraacis'" Supercargo, -now th e
ground not good sleighing

24. ' 10. Club at Bournes" is sti ll extreme cold. The water in
my chambe r freezes these scv'' nigh ts.

25·h
. is Christmas Still cold the rive r is skimmed over

but breaks up by night I dine with .\ Ir. J, Russell ' "
cat M orsels l mussels I at my Grandmothers" I sup
in companyat Benj. Pages. 26' h. J . Francis gins the
fir-st d inner in his big room. Smoaky

~Y \\·d~"...., Atn" ld (1~~ ;·9sl. pro", ;n. nl rfO , id~ lK~ ....,"b .nl . nJ f",.J~..li' l
""lili,i.n. II ~ " • • a n....nk.- " I Iht' C...n....1 .\ .....nbl~ . lmool ~"n lin...... ol.. /r"m
I ··~ '0 1:'<1> . f", Iht' ~r"',,, p>tl 01 Ihi. Ii...., OC',,·inll" •• S pt'.k~, 01 Ih~ ll ou....
h m 1 :- ~, un lil hi. d..,h lot' ...... lr u.. .... (.r ft,o" n l ·ni, ·...",... /l i . "" lti ....1 C,._
<1.~Ji...J R. / .• p. I l O.

"', T hom.. W ill ;n, .. ..n,i •• h," lhu 01 }..hn, S.... ~"t.. ~9 . b,,, ..,

01 ' R,·nj . m;n Rout" r (l1q·I ~(J~ ) • ,o: , . J"' I~ ul Ih,u.d jn l : ~; .".1 ..n, in.n t
P"H i d~ n ,~ I ' '' .'..r, II . ,,~. lhe tin' ' ~r. ro.n l ,.lj ,~ oJnleJ t o C"n" ,~.. " ,,"' Rhude
1. 1. 01 .1 . f" " t he . I :"~ .,d" pled Ihe .·~d ~ , . l ("""Ii""i"n .lIJ " .. I" i,'r t .t'lt"I~d. T h..
<lub nwnli un ed !lr J.m•• lI, o... n " " " jlh" ul J ..u!lt • Fed..,,, li,, pulil i,,, l ,,,'up,
I ' pel"' r , .\' J"Jg" ~ "'11 (.'A",, ·h. " , J. p. J(,I' .

.I~ I' t<,b. bl)" II"" . 1' ''.ph Ruu ell (1·.IJ .<j2) " "Ithy n,e"h."I, Ifu " .... uf Ih..
<ull.,. an d m.mb<, " j lhe IIJle Iq,i,l.,u,~. ~... J ohn Ru" ..11 B.rl lrll . G<~",l.t.l

.1 .. . tA~ R"" . 11 1"...., ;I~, (I ' to,·jd. ncr , U · <j) p. 1 ~ ,

1>3 ll " p<" ( l',,"~r I Rr" " n. " ,...h.. of Ih~ I.m,,,.. I"", b...lh~... S.... " .. "i,hty..i,
r.... ..ld . , , h.. ,i",~ . Clt ,J B,"<l.~ .11,.., ..;..1, p. 16 .
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27'h. a little moderated for two days, has been an appearance
of snow. This day I weig h'd my Fathers plate make
about -1-00. o uuces-e-snu w on the ground, nut good
Sleighing in the country but about town.

I Xote at top of page 1
for a Roasting Machine at P hil ad' <-. 0/

28 , h
. T he River is open it snows, and hails then turns to

rain, hares the ground four vessels, 2 ships, 2 brigs
go down the Creek

29'h. J. Page and myself come to P': Pleasant. Clear S; warm
rains in the night and in the morning of the 30 t h

.

Still warm. Cap t. Whipple lays here in Schooner
Ranger bound to :\l ississipi-

J I". very warm, foggy weather return to P rovidence.
Frost mostly out of the ground. T he river all clear
of ice T he Cold meat Club at Doct. W. Howens'"
The first day of J Ul Y. 89 iii clear, cold weather Cap':
Casy in Brig Providence sails for Cape Francoise a
tine North Wind I later addition I he returns in April
following No good sleighing as yet-

l End of D iary for 1188. T he following note s are
written on the remaining pages of the hook. J

8t h
, Xovem" Saw the play of king Lear- and the Irish
Lady- 6/

9'h. T he Rivals written by ~1' Sheridan-and J
10 T he Handi tti .
12t h

, T he School for wives or the Irish Lad y 6/ and the
Poor Soldier

I-I- t h
. H enry -I- 'h-and T he Guardian 1-1- /

15, h
. T he School for Scandal, and The Xlan & Wife &: T he

Pageant, Sha kespeares Characters-

Articles J. B. sent for to the E. Indies, by Ship Ccn'' Wash­
ington, Sailed fro m Spring-green 22 .1 Decem': 178 7, viz­
1n P ieces best Nankeens

, : ~ Dr. W illi .", n " " <!l. born \\." h ~ , 17-l. 7, O,S., dir<l j.m LJ"y 1'1, IKl! . II .
"., th,· '0" of Dr. Eph .. i", .,,,<1 Ll"<l ia (\l" " " r ,· j I\" " r n. FIr m.rrir<l S h,
<I.uZhlr< "j Cdpt. ( ~ r" ,~ r C,.rli ... W ill i., m W . Ch.;pi" . ( ; ,· ,, ~ . lo 'n "f O nr Li,," f
thr D.." " ,1. " u .. f Ri<h,,,d II" " ",,•• 1 ~ F"'" ,i l! " " m.'''LJ.cripl in In . Rh" de I.l . nd
Hietori..1 S u" i rt ~" .

RICIL\RIJ HACHE'~ I.FT I'ER

6 fine muslin Waistcoast Patt erns- -
a Serv ice best blue & white China for Dining Table
a Service Tea China every P iece with th e Cypher J B­
alsa a large Bowel with J. B-

The Whale cast on Narraganset Shore in March 1787 is
62 feet long- 19 wide or through-a good one- Penis II
feet long 1-1- I nch rhro-c-Suppos'd to yield -1-5 Bands of oil
the utmost I walked to see it about 6 Miles out-c-cross'd
conauicut Fcrrys fo r the first T ime.

End

Richard Bache's letter to his wife describing
the inaug uration of Washington

OJ- depicted in the 101m Broten H ouse scenic 7J..'all paper.

Visitors to John Brown H ouse are impressed by the
scenic wall paper in the dining room. T he paper, des igned
by Nancy V. :\lcClcl land, is one of six sets reprod uced with
stenci ls and colored by hand. The panels of brilliantly
colored wallpaper depict the inauguration at New York
of George Washington , the first President of the United
States, April JO, 1789. On the east wall is shown the
f edera l Barge arriving at Murray's \Vharf at the foot of
W all Street, followed by a view of the reception commit­
tee as it stands under a canopy awaiting the arrival of the
Commander-in-chief, and on through a series of scenes to
the actual inauguration ceremonies at Federal H all .

Among the visitors who viewed the procession that day
was R ichard Bache, son- in- la w of Benjamin F rankli n.
T he following letter, now in the li lu-ar j- of Yale University
and published with their permission, was wr itten to his
wife Sally by R ichard Bache :



AX XLT..H . ~tF.F.TI:'\G

Xe wj-ork, ~tay I, 178 9
Dear Sally.

Just as the sun set, on the da,l' I lef t J'<)u. I arril' eJ hue. Our journey
was so rapid and expeditious tlw I could S('arcely heficvc that I was in
Xewyork , hut so it was, and I met with a I'e ry Kind reception .

I was jll,t in time to see the inauguration of the President General ;
which alfecting solemnity was performed vesterdav at one o'clock, in
the front gallery of the State House, in ,-iew of thousand s of admi ring
specutors: After he was sworn in, he was declared from the gallery, by
Chancellor Livingston, President of the United State~; upon which the
admiring crowd ga"e three cheers, which the President returned with
J. most gracious bow. H e the n entered into the Senate Cha mber, and
delivered 10 the Senate and House of Repres.cntati\'C. an elegant speech,
for which I refe r yuu to the newspapers. H e then proceede d to St. Paul's
C hurch, whe re divine service was performed by the Bishop in his pon­
tificalibus [? I, to a very crowded congregat ion. But I must not forget
to tell you, that , on his way 10 the Ch urch, through a numerous collection
of specta tors, I caught his eye, and had the honur of a very gracious bow
from him : this from so great a man in so high a sUtion, I thought myself
highly honored by. In the evening we had fire-works, trallSpHent
scenery, and illuminations. I intend t.. wait on his H ighness this morn­
ing, for there was no doing so yester day, I esteem myself very fortuna te
in ha"ing arrived in time to SCI' this novel cere mony performed : I only
wish it had been in Philadelph ia, that ~'ou and our child ren might have
seen it, and for a few other selfish reasons.

'This dnv I devote to visits of ceremouv, which vou know I like cl­
ceedingly ":"-but it must be dune. ~ lr most atfcctio~atc duty wait! upon
my father, Kiss the children, and accept yourself the continued and
continual atfections of your husband

Rich Bache
T he familv is well and desire
10 be rem~mbereJ 10 you all-

C. P.M.

T he 126th Annual Meet ing
L ack of a quorum because of the stormy weather caused

the 126t h ann ual meeting of the Rhode Island H istor ical
Society to he adj ourn ed to J anuary 28.

M r. J ohns H . Congd on, 2nd, Cha irman, reported for
the Membership Committee a tota l membership of 1300,
the highest on record . T here were 10-1- new members en­
rolled ; 3 I lust by dea th i 22 by resignation ; and 15 dropped
for var ious causes, making a net gain of 36,



Submitting his second annual report , :'\Jr , Clifford P.
\ Jonahon, Librarian, said" Perseverance and vision have
been the characteristics of t hose who ha ve guided the course
of this Socictv for its manv vcars of existence . In 1R21 ' :1

committee co;lsi~ting of th~ -'- President IJ ames Fenner I,
:'\Ir. Foster & .\ Ir. H owland appointed to 011 on the mem­
bcr-, of the W aterman, Dexter & Sarle families & procure
from th em any old papers which the)' may contribute to the
socit.:t y, ill ustrat ing t he history of the state-c- Mr. J. L ippitt
ap pointed to call on the Chase Family for the same pur­
po-e. ' At the same meeting committee were appointed to
procure old Xcwspapcrs that had been publ ished in the
various Rh ode l -lund towns." T his past year, be said , we
have been able to add to our cxt raordi nar v collection of the
Provid ence Gazette, the issue of :'\ 0 \ ", 15: J i66, one of ten
lacking to complete- the run. Among the thousands of items
added to t he Library the following dese rve special mention:
a map of Providence drawn in 1790 by a Brown studen t,
john Fitch ; the genealog ical coll ections of the late Xell ie
Brown Potter and Clarence Irving Brown, the latter con­
taining much materia l relating to the early history of J ohn­
son; additional papers of the H azard family; and a remark­
able collec tion of sramplcss and sta mped Rhod e b land cov­
crs collected bv the late Robert F. Chambers.

:'\Jr. :'\ I onah~)ll emphasized agai n the need for a full time
cata loger to keep pace with the Row of accessions and to re­
bui ld the Library catalog.

.\I r. Wi ll iam Greene Rce lker making hi~ seventh report
as Director , called attention to the g rea tly increased fi nan ­
cial support the Society is now receiving from the com­
munitv. At the time of removal to J uhn Hro wn H ouse pos­
sible income was estimated at $9,nOO., but in 19-4- i it
amounted to $22,000. Ex penses han likewise increased,
but not in keep ing with the rising cost of living , and far less
t han in manv inst itu tions and businesses.

I Ie comme nted also on the new flood of gift-, and he­
ques ts already received and those which the : "iet}' has
been informed will soon come to hand, These include a
bequest of $ 16,3.n .J 2 from the estate of Albert 1.. Ca lder,

flO RHOD E I:,L\ :\D IIIST ORY

:'\1r. Albert E. Lownes. Chairman, reported for the
Librarv Committee. H e called attention to t he need for
a cataloger in the library as soon as funds arc avai lable. T o
make room and to obtain revenue M r. J.ownes suggested
weed ing the she lves of obsolescent and duplicate material.
H e touched upun the need for an adequate museum in the
State to display items uf historical intere-t and in c!using
expressed his regret that M rs. H enry C. H art , a fait hful
membe r of the committee for many vears, rinds it impos­
sible tu contin ue her services.

:'\Jr. Will iam Davis Mil ler , Chairman of the Lectu re
Committee, reported that 620 persons attended nine meet­
ings of the Society; 7J 7 at tended eight meetings of patrio~ ic

societies and fam ily a-sociatious ; and 907 attended 27 m rs­
ccllanccus meetings , Vlr. Rce lkcr spoke at fi ve outside
meetings ant: of which was the meeting of the American
Philosophical .- xlet}" in Philadelphia.

:\I r. Paul C. Xic bolson, Chairman, repor ted for the Pub­
lication Commi ttee that current issues of R11Otlt' lsland II is­
lory were being indexed as well as the Proceedings, Collec­
I;O;IS, and S e--.cs Letters of the past beginning with I R9J.
W hen comp leted there will be an index of all of the: So­
ciety 's publications.

M r. Kenneth Shaw Safe , Chai rman , reported for the
Co mmittee on Grounds and Buildi ngs that expendi tures for
194-7 had been within the budget, but warned that the ex­
treme weather would he re flected in increased co-r of heat­
ing and snow removal. H e fu rt her stated that the work
on new lighting was comple ted , a gas water heater was in­
sta lled , the ma~onry uf th e house was poin ted , and the trim
and blinds had received two coats of paint. T his prac tically
completed the major alterations to J ohn Brown H ouse
made necessary by ir-, occupation as the Society'-- home, H e
cautioned t hat in a building 16 1years old unforeseen repairs
might he necessary at an}' time,

:\ Ir. J oseph ro. H enshaw, Chairman, made the report of
the Committee on Xccrologv; .\ IT. Bayard Ewing reported
for the Finance Commirtcc ; and .\ Ir . J. Cunliffe Bullock,
Chairman , for the Audit Committee.

.-\:\ :'-T.\L ~n:ETI :\G 6'
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Znd , for the genera l purrm.e~ of th e Society j from the es­
tare uf Victor Wilbour $:W,OOO. to he added to the Charles
Wilbour and Sarah Soule Wilbour Fund, income only to be
used fur general purpo~t':-; and one-twent ieth of the resi­
duarv estate of Ed ward K. :\ ldri ch, [r. , a form er treas ure r
of th"c Society, which it has been estimated mav amount to
$25 ,()()O; an~l the receipt of $1,500. fur the j ohn Brown
H ouse Fund for the maintenance of the: house and g rounds
and payment of insurance premiums.

M r. Clark son A. Coll ins, J rd , has been appointed Re­
search Associate. H e will work for the Society on a part
time basis, but he will be fr ee to do research, fur a fcc . for
any inquirer. H e is well qualified for th e position , and the
arra ngement should be mutually advantageous.

:'\Jr. Roclker expressed his thanks to Ylr. Sharpe, re ­
tiring president, for his wise counsel and devoted services,
which have made the past two years so successful.

M r. Sharpe expressed his pleasure at the continued prog­
ress of the Society and his enjoyment of his te rm of office.

N omin at ions fo r officers Were submitt ed by a com mittee
consisting of H arr is H . Bucklin, Chairman ; M rs. H . An ­
thonv D vcr, ;\1rs. M aurice K. Washburn, Art hur :\1. Alien ,
and ile ,~ry G. Clark. :\ l r. H enr y D . Sharpe was proposed
as chairman of the Lect ure Committee as :\J r. William
D avis :\J iller decl ined a ren omination , because of his fre ­
quent ab-ences from the State. The foll owing officer-, were
elected :

\ I F~lnI'R "1l11' C OM\ll'l"I'Et

Ch~rks B. 'leGon-,m. C/Millf/.m
\lr,;, Bruce ,I. Higctow
:Io lr s. C urt is n. HruuLs
M rs. RonJIJ C. (""; rccn, J r.
I>"I' ;J R. (..,I·cll, J r. W .G.R.

Execut ive Committee i, composed of rhe officcn, chairmen of comminces,
Charles B. \lacl innc.\· and .-\ddison I' . :\! unroc, members at brgc; .\ li.,
Gracc!'l l. ~h erwoo..l and \\'ill i~m G, Koell cr, ex officio.

C OM Mlrn : t 0 ... ~ t:C kO I .()(.,·

.IOkph G . H enshaw. Ch,.;rmJ'l
\I rs. Will i~m H. EdJ,-
\lrs...h el A. Chrillcn'scn
\ Irs.). 1'. Thorndik e
("";. AnJ rcws \lori Jr/ ~- , J r.

F I ", "' N (" ~: COMMITTEE-

.\ Ihc rl II . Poland, Ch.,; ' f/lJ"
Foster R. D~I' i s

Ch~r k., R. Roc kwell
~ . Foster H un t
RJ~ JfJ Ewing

, \\' n iT C OIoHIITT£ £

J. C unl ilfe Bullock, ChJirmJ'I
H arold J. Field
EJ wJfJ C. Palmer

T aking IIp new business, the Society considered amend­
ments to the Constitution, which had been approved at a
special meeting of the Society held j anuary 12th . T he
purpose of these amendments was ( I ) to change the Annual
.\-Ieeting from j anuary to the th ird W ed nesday in Sep ­
tember; ( 2) to permit pla cing j ohn Brown H ouse Fund
in an agency account with the Rhode Island H ospital Trust
Company or an)' o ther suitable trust company. The-e
amend ments were unanimously passed.

Resolutions thanking :\I r. Sh arpe and M rs. Ch arles D.
Cook , Chairman of the Entertainment Committee , fur their
services were passed,

M r. Bowen in a brief talk , upon his assumption of the of­
fi ce of presiden t, pledged himse lf to carr~' on rhe pol icies
of his predecessors, saying, "Cooperative efforts have made
possible great strides in the pasr; I am sure they will bring
success in the future."

L l flRn \ ' COMMITT••

.-\lben E. Lownes, ChJirm,m
RO!'lcr T . Ch r p
:loI n . C . 1\. R~ l h h:mc

HrJd ford F. Swan
Paul c. ~ ichoJ" ll\ , J r.

L l c" rt' R t C O\lMITlt.t

Il enr~ D. ~harpc , Ch.lim/Jn
' Irs. Cha rles D. C"ol
)Jlne§ H . H anlcj-
Dr. DuJ le\' :\ . W illiJllIS
C. TrJce~:HJrnci

I'l 'IlLICAno"" CO\I ~IITn:t

I'J ul c. :\" ichohon, Ch",i"'l.)'l
J. J.. BoJd l
Dr. \lJdch inc R. Brown
'lri. Hugh F. \l JcColl
Dr. Lawrence C. \\·rOl h

(llh 'I ' ... I1> ~ ''l l Hr-u.ruvcs

Frederick 1'. Austin, J r. , ChJ;, mJ!l
:\I r>, .-\;hhd T. w,n
"'l.lnk~' Livingston , J r.
Francis II . ~tonc, J r.
\ Ir~ . Ko!>eull . Whillfin sh

Rich~ rd Le R. Rowcn
Wcsrcutc H . Chcsc t. rou~~ , Kenneth ~hdW "':>{e

:\1. Randolp h Flathc r

H oward W. Wilson

H arold II . Kelly

/'u , iJr 'l l .

r ia /' r", iJ r 'If J

SrrrrlJr)" .

1'rrJm , r r .

A U ;, ! J1If T rr.ourrr
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