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Thc Judgl1lcnt of History
on A merican Busine

Con densed fr olll a ta lk hdore th e :\cwcom en Society

by ~·TA :--:1.EY P ARGEL LI S, Librarian
The New berry L ibrary, Ch icago

\ Vhat is the j ud gmcnt of .\merican histo rians today upon
Ameri can business! L et me sta rt (as a histori an sho uld)
with a volume of d ocuments com pi led by H. S. Cornmager
of Columbia niversiry wh ich has bee n used in schoo ls and
colleges for ten year s and is the [avoritc book of its kind
am ong teachers. Called D O(/{II/OII .r in ..lJ11ai"(/JI History,
it purport to g ive lithe fund amental sources" , it is said to
be a "l arger and better-balanced col lectio n th an any prede
ce sor." I t includes the g rea t speec hes , the fam ous papers,
Supreme Court decisions, th e im po rtant political platforms.
F or th e three-qu arters o f a cen tury since th e Ci vil \V ar,
year: whi ch mark th e ph en om en al ind ustria l d evel opment
of thi s country, thi s volume conta ins the Re solution s of the
Nati onal Gra~lge, th e Preambl e of the Constitution of the
Knig h ts of Labor , Henry Geor ge on the Singl e T ax, th e
Platform of th e P opuli st party, Coxey's - of Coxcy's
army - pr ogram, Bryan's Cross uf Gold speech, Theod ore
R uosev elt un the Trusts, the Social Creed uf the Churches,
the platf orms o f th e Socia list and th e Progressive parties in
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1912, excerpts from the 1915 Puj o committee report on
monopoly, Wilson on the I ' ew Freedom, the Preamble of
the Industrial W orker s of the W orld, LaFollette's plat
form of 192+, th e lead ing decisions in ind ustrial or lab or
matters since HU1/1/ vs. I lliuois, th e various Acts of the
New Deal-and not one single document which give th e
attitudes, the arguments, th e economic and poli tica l philos
ophy of busine ss men.

If an uninformed but intelligent stranger, ignora nt of
American or other history, sho uld read th e storv in these
documents al one, he would necessarily have to deduce,
fr om such apparent unan imity of opinion, that the enemy
against which all these different groups were arrayed , i.e.,
corporate wealth, was, in the words of the Springfield
grange of 1873, "detrimental to the public prosperity, cor
rupting in [ its I management, and dangerous tu republican
inst itut ions"; he would have to admit that the various
adjectiv es used to describe thi s "invisible and intolerable
powe r," such a ' "poisonou s," "plundering," "merciless,"
"unprincipled," "extorri onate," "cruel," " greedy," were
j u tified by the noticeable absence of an y defense.

This is the type of document which college stude nts read
to get the flavor of the past. They read text books to ge t a
conn ected story and an interpretation of fact s. For the most
part th e text book ' ag ree upon one general int erpretati on.
This is it : Am eri ca once was a land of promi ses that men
could enj oy the kind of living each wanted and was able to
earn. In the 1870's and 188 0' farmers and laborers pinn ed
th e responsibil ity for th e failure of such promi se on the
new titan s of busines.. In the 1900' s th e progressive ', with
irrefutable proof, laid bare the enemy a ' the trusts. The
Square Deal of Roosevelt I, the ' ew I· reedorn of W ilson
and the New D eal a ll invoked , in increasing rati o, the pow
ers of go vern me nt, an d with the upport of the maj ority of
the population, took necessary steps to crush or restrain
that enemv and to return America to mericans.... That
is the the~1e on which the text books are written.

I don't for a mome nt av that all histories or so-call ed
historical articles are of th is sort. There are some text books,
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especial ly th ose writt en by economic historians, which tel l
th e sobe r ' to ry of technological change and increase in
th ermod ynamic efficiency, of production fi gures, wage
~ales .a.nd th~ internal organiza tion of a modern corpora

non. 1here IS at least one tex t book which recognizes that
a cross section of business men is a cross section of humani tv.
. . . T here are some histories of busi ness, and some studies
o f cer tain phases of business, wh ich arc accura tely and im
part ially do ne ; the re are even some which err in the opposi te
di rection and paint bu siness as fl aw less and above repr oach.

The record of business , as far as sta tistics of output
qual ity, of goods or of performa nce is concerned , is avail
able for anvone who want s it. But it is not enough bv itself·. ,
results are not en ough . .

Th is leads us to th e cent ral point lJ f this pap er : the his
tor y of cor porat ions is not dead and buried.. .. I t is a part,
and a la rg e part, uf th e living present. T he fact tha t the
history of corporation . may be dis torted has nothing to d o
with th e influence it exerts. \\ 'hat men believe about the
pas t influences their actions in the present, One needs no
profound psychologica l kno wledge to see tha t men do not
act on ly up on emotion ' and imp ulses which may be incited
by a d irect and persuasive appea l. T hey act also upon
und er lying and not always apparent assumption ' and con
victions which, ho wever im perfectl y thought ou t and con
trad icrory they may be, are both inherited from the past
and re inforced by men's understand ing and int er preta tions
of th e past .

1 suggest that the 'cores of America n histo rians who
write abo ut the un fulfi l led prom ises of Ame rican life are
crea ting, or hav e already crea ted , a conviction abo ut Am eri
can business in the mind s of those who read th eir boo ks,
or come in some othe r wav withi n the circle of thei r influ
ence . T he historians them"selves o f course possess that con
viction, suppo rt it by docum ents, reinforce it bv logic and
by art. .

Its ingredients might he summ arized as fou r: - Bu si
ness today, as for the last 75 years, is g uided by but one
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motive, which is not , save indirectly, t he pu bli c welfare;
bus iness exercises no w, as it did th en, a d isproporti onate
and sinister influence all cour ts and govern ment officials ;
busi ness is sti ll wasteful, immoral, corr up t, vic ious and
sche ming, and the com mo n m an needs prot ecti on agai ns t it;
bus iness must therefore be com pe l led by polit ical acti on to
cha nge its ways or it will sta nd , as it has al way s stood , in
the path of the plai n peopl e.. ..

These a re hard words; perh aps th ey arc too hard. But
a con vict ion ab out business , if one is being formed in th is
count ry, needs to be blun tl y descr ibed. FOI' by " convict ion"
I mean an at titude of mind wh ich admits of no quest ioning,
wh ich is beyo nd any a rgument except one of rid icul e or of
fist s. That person is moved by convi cti on who, when asked
"\Vhat d o you really th ink ab out big business? ", replied
as a matter of course, ((1 t st inks! " 1 would warrant that
such reacti ons are more com mo n than most of us believe or
would like to believe. Con versat ion s with a ll kinds of
people - newsp aper editors, novelist s, school tea chers,
worki ng men - conversations wh ich a pl ain man may ha ve
but are d e nied th e ex ecutive, con firm me in th is suspicion.

F or Veal'S bu sin ess men have th ou ght th e effective an d
silencing answer to criticism was acco m plis h ment. They
have argued th a t th e fa ct that business tu rn ed out goods
an d sent them prom ptly where they were needed spo ke for
itscl f. Th e achie ve men t of busi ness in this war woul d seem
en ou gh to cli nch :lIlYa rg ument. By itse Jf, it docs no t clinch
it. The myth about business me n ca n be as strong as , if not
stronger th an , bu sin ess' record in th e war. Myth has p roved
ofte n in the past, and will prove ufte n aga in, to he stronger
th an fact j tu be, and t his is no qu ibbl e on words, a fact irse l f .

N ow le t us retur n to th e historians , T hose of them wh o
ha ve paint ed a n unAattcri ng picru re of r\ rnerican h ll~i n e~s

need so me discuss:011. They can no t be d ismissed as ha ving
no influen ce. Th ev hav e eno r mo us influe nce , an d not
merel y ove r col lege' st udents . Thei r hooks are th e basis for
high schoo l and e ven grade school h istories. T heir word s
reach an inca lculably la rge audience .

J'\ur can they he dismissed as intcu t ioua ll v un fa ir, prej u
d iced individ ua Is wh u let emo tion warp scholarly judgment.
For the ir conversa tion , and for the books thc v have written
I have great respect . [ 11 their devotion to th'e stand a rd s of
an exacting profession, ill their allegiance to can ons of ac
curac v and llf fait h fu lness to the record , I d on 't be lieve
that th ey nee d yie ld to anyone .

\\' hat then is the answer : \\'h v are well - trained and
hon est historians so gross ly one-sided in their judgme nt?
T he answer is a r idiculo us ly simp le one . T hese me n have
to ld th eir sto rv as th e" ha ve because th at is the on lv sror v
wh ich th e documen ts ~ \'ailable to th e m let them te li. Th~
papers of h und reds of Farmers' g ranges are ope n to t he
historian; t he arguments of the muck rak ers are spread in
scores 0 f arti cles and boo ks ; the f les of congressiona l com
rn i trees a re hea " Y' wit h infor ma tion j the Cong ressio nal
Record a nd th e debat es in sta te leg islatu res are op en to him ;
he can comb newspap ers and journals fr om all ove r the
coun try. But he cannot ge t in to th e reco rds of a grea t cor
po ra t ion. T hey an: not open for him to use.

I f he sho uld summon his courage to get an appoin tment
with a res po nsib le ofticer of a corpora tion , and ask permis
sio n to exa mine a l l the ex ist ing d ocu ments, th e letters o f
presid ents and treas ure rs , t he hoard minutes, the re po r ts ,
the daybooks, the ledgers, he may con fidently ex pec t one
of seve ra l re pli es. H e may be to ld , as th e kindest answer,
tha t th e com pany sim pl y has IW records as far back as the
pe riod asked for , or that no one know s wh ere th ey are and
in any event th ey wou ld no t he of th e sligh resr usc to him ,
and that if he wa nt s rhe his tory o f t he com pany he shou ld
read th e boo k le t prepared by some emp loyee which cuntai n~

all esse n tia l facts. \\ ' hate ve r t he answer he ge ts , t he his
to r ian is apt to leave with his sus picion con tir~ned th at the
com pany has something to hide.

N ow wh.it, I wond er, has a n ~ ' com pany to h ide , even one
with disrep utable incide nts in its past, tha t can ca ll forth
stronger la ng uag e than hisrorians a ]re ad y use : It sets a Iimit .
Anyth ing less wo u ld he pa ll iati vc, so ft moderat ing word s.
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I d o not believe that every man w ho built or ran a large
business wa s a Dan D re w or a rim Fi ske. For even' D re w
t he re were hundreds of re putable business men wh o ~corned
to foll ow his practices. 1 d o not be lieve that in the fifty
years between the Civil and the \\' o rl d W ars, when the
growth o f corporations dominated the history o f America
a ' th e frontier d ominated the f frv years before the Civil
\\"a r, the ablest men and the keenestminds in th is country,
wh o we re found in busine ss, sho u ld all have been co r r up t ,
unprincipled and ir respons ib le . . . .

Corporations . hould place confidence in historians, not
necessari ly in any man who ca lls himself a hi st orian , b ut in
th ose trained in a rigid school and adhering to the rules a nd
standa rds of their p ro fession. T h is is no t a sug g est io n that
corporations proceed to hire a historian to write up their
histories; the g aud hi storian is not for sa le , and any boo k
written under such condition ' wou ld carry no m ore weig h t
among reputable hi st orians than a sta te m e n t issued by any
org an izat io n believed to be prcj udiccd . Such sta te m e nts are
read and accepted only bv the members o f the org an iza t ion
itself; however accurate, however so u nd they may be, they
issue fr om a so u rce regarded as not di sin terested and the re 
fo re are di scoun ted even before thev are read . A histo r ian
cann ot be hired; if he is interested in' corpo ra t ion docu ments
at a ll, it is because he wants to find o ut ex ac t ly w ha t hap
pened, and to write a ho ok ab out it which will enhance his
own po si tion and sta nd ing among hi s colleagues in the
schola r lv world. Like the reputation of a g ood doctor,
a histor ian 's reputati on depends upon hi s inte llec tual in
tegrity a nd scrupulous im parti a li t y. H e is equally jeal ous
of it.

1 propose , therefore, t ha t co rpora t ion executives consider
se r io us ]y the maki ng a vai lablc to historians 0 f docurnen ts
in their possession which are no longe r alive. That entails,
on a firm's part, the asse mbl ing together uf papers which
are apt to he sca t te red and the depositing u f them in , or the
presenting of them ou t r ig h t , if no lega l barrier preven ts,
to so m e inst itution where scho la r ly re search is ca r r ied on .
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Such sa feg uards as a re cus to ma r y in a l l re spon sible libraries
ca n be imposed, that no unqualified person is permitted
access and that qualifi cation a mong other thing s, mews th e
acceptance by the librarian o r department in cha rg e o f a
comprehensive pl an o f re search. The essent ial point in
suc h an arrungemcnt is that th e m en wh o ha ve the chi ef
responsibility in determ ining qualifi cati on s a re men wh o
will apply the normal and accepted standa rds u f the his
torical profession it self.

M uch has been d one . Professor 1 T. ~ . H. Gras of the
H arvard Business School tel ls me th at he and hi s sta ff have
m ore requests to wr ite hi stories of co m pa nies th an they ca n
hand le. Banks, once th e m ost mvstical o f businesses, hav e
begun to le t scho l a rs into their fil e s. J. P . M organ &. C om
pany is willing to ass ist h ist orians in an ~' way it ca n , 'a \ 'ing
on lv its coutide ntial rela t ions with its cli e n ts . Vari ous firm s
in ' Te w York have cooperated to an unusual degree in put
tin g the ir re cords into sh a pe for scho la r" a nd consu lting
with scho la rs o n w hat shou ld be kept and w hat dest ro yed.
Th e Hu rlington railroad's records fo r t he en ti re pe ri od 'I f
it , independent existe nce - d own to 190 I - so me ni uc
hundred feet o f she lves o f them , hoth ce ntra l-office a nd
land -grant, a re now open to qu alitied scho la rs. Th e g rea t
mass o f IIIinois Ce ntra I rai Iroad pape rs art: availahle u nder
similar term.' , The Del1\'er a nd Ri o G randt: We 'te rn Ra il 
road reco rds , m inute ly ca ta logued, have been opt:n for so me
rime to th e g e ne.: ra l public. Some large co r pora tions , Cen
c ra l M oto rs amon g th em, a rc co ns id e r ing ways a nd mean s
o f making th eir records availab le , o r u f ha ving thei r histo r y
written by hi storians, I n one g rea indust ry, tr aditional ly
as secre t ive as ba nking, the ch e m ica l ind us try, a non - p ro h r
I Iisrory C ommittee has been in corporat ed to hear t he eX
pense s of prt:paring a multi-volumed hi st ory, and practi
call y every com pa n y in the ind us t r y has gi ven th e auth or
unrestricted access to it s records, The N ewcomen Society,
its membersh ip la rgely co m posed o f corpora t io n oflicc rs ,
has recently se t up a Re ' e a rch Po l i c ~ ' Committee to for
ward in whatever way it ca n the stud y o f American eco-
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The Providence Cable Tramway

hy ALB ERT \ V. CLA FLIN

The histor y of th e P rovide nce Cable Tramway is so
interwoven wit h th e gen era l history of th e traction syste m
in P rovidence that no sto ry o f t he cab le car s can be compl et e
with out conside ring th eir relati on to th e horse car s and
la ter th e electric ca rs, and so thi s ar ticle will conside r briefly
all phases of t he traction system f rom its inception until
191 -+ and its relation to the Providence Cable Tramway,

P rior to March, 186-1-, ho rse -drawn omnibus ser vice,
mor e or less dependable, cons titu ted the only means of
publi c tran sportation in the city of P rovidence and there
was no rea l ly d ependable service to P awtucket. Demand
for a horse- car line to Pawtucket cu lminated with the
granting by the C enera l Assembly on March 1-1-, 1861 of
a charter to the Providence , P awt ucket and Central Falls
R ail road Company for a horse rail road between Providence
and P awt ucket , and between Pawtucket and Central Fall s.
M ore th :1I1 two years later, on May 1 I, 1863, the com pany
was formally organized with a capita l stock of $1 00 ,00 0,
with 1--1. H . Th omas as president and Olney Arnold, treas
urer. On M ay 29, 1R6J an act was pas sed granting the
compa ny the right to lay rai ls on the "turnpike" and con
st ructio n took pl ace in the sum mer and fall o f 1863. The
line was opened in March , 186-1-, and the d istance of four
and one- ha lf miles was covered in fortv-tive m inu tes. The
line sta rred at M arker Square and proceeded by Canal,
Smith, Char les, Randall, and North M ain Streets in
P rovidence, " a lon g the P ike, " and then through P ine and
M ai n Stree ts to the Pa wtuckct terrn inus wh ere it connected
with th e hor se ca rs for Central Fall s. H al f-h our time was
maintain ed with fift een-minutt: time during th e more popu
lar travelling hours u f the day. This lin e was profitable
and popu lar fr om th e sta r t and continued irs successful
operation as an indep endent line until abso rbed in to the
L nion Rai 1roa d svstcm in 18 72 .

The U niu n Ra'il road Company was a merger of live

4J
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nomic and techn ological history. :\ Jl thi s begins to assume
the proportions of a movemen t. 1f it continues , and there
is no reason to question it s continuance, the time mar come
wh en we see the past more cand id lv and more syrnparheti
cal Iv than we do now. Such an understanding cannot do
ot h ~ rwi se than influence our opinions and actions as a
people, and prevent us from san ctioning developments
whi ch in the long run are bound to be detrimenta l.

In any bu sine ss history the scho lar wants to learn ( l ')
what good s or services the compan~' offered for sale, (2 )
what the technologica l develop ment of these go ods or se rv
ices were, ( 3) ho w the goods or services were marketed,
( + ) what the Iinancial aspects of the business were, includ
ing data on profits and loss, ( 5) wha t the management was
and wha t special problems it enc oun tered , ( 6) how the com 
pany's act ivi ty stoo d in relati on to the indust ry of wh ich it
was a parr, and ( 7) \.... hat the in terplays were between t he
com pany and the entire econ omic de vel opment of the
counrry. I f the houk does not deal adequate ly wi th these
issue s, and an ~' ut her special problems of the bu sine ss, it
adds lit tle to the scho la r 's sto re of kn owledge.
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separa te horse-car companies and the rights of a sixth ,
cha rt ered but never organized . Two of these were char tered
on March 1+, 1 61 and four on .June .3, 186+ but becau se
the center of the citv was vital to them all they were con
so lid ated into one company hy act of the Gener~1 Assembly
on j anuary 20 ,1 65 with a capi tal "not to exceed $700 ,000,"
The Union R ail road Company held its first meeting on
February 2, 1865, fixed it s capital .tock at $5 I 5,O On and
chose Amasa Sprague president and George 1\'1. D aniel s
secretary and t reasurer. George H. Smith was the first
superin ten dent. T hree weeks la ter t he first of the li nes to
Olncyvil lc was ope ned to the pu bl ic, t he exac t date being
February 22 , 1865, All th e other lines except the South
M ain Street were opened d uri ng that year.

The six companies or ig ina lly cha rte red separately and
th e routes they wen: to cover are I isted he re as a matte r of
record only, as they were merg ed int o the nio n R ail road
Co mpany before they began operatio ns. Charter da te ' arc
also given:

I. Olneyvill« & Provuleuc« Railroad CO JJl pan». M arch
1+,1861.

Teve r organized and under ord inance adopted on 1 TO_

vernber , 186+ the Broad wav & P rov id ence Rail road
Company and the P rovid ence and Cranston R ail road Com
pany received authority to lay its rails.

R oute : P rovid ence to O lnevvi lle via \ Vest rninste r and
H ig h Streets, '

2. Broadscay & PJ"o~...idence R ailroad Company . M arch
1+, 1861.

R Ot/Ie: P r o v id e n ce t o Olne\'vi l lc via Broad \....av ,
( A mend ed .June 3, I 6+, to extend lines into :'\ orrh
P rovid ence ,)

3, Providenre an.! Cranst on R ailrolld COIJI pan y . .June
.1 , 186+.

Fili al R OU!t!: M arket Squa re , \ Vcstminste r Sr., H ig h St.
to H oyle Tavern, at present junction of \\'est rninster
and Cranston Srs., then branching to Olnevvil le on t he
north fork and to Cranston P ri nt \\ 'orks on the south fork.

+. Elnnrood. H orse Railroad Compan y . J une 3, 1 6+.
R otue: P rovid ence to Elmwood via Broad St. and Elm

wo d Avc. ( T h is [inc wa - extended to Roger W ill iam:>
Park in 1 76. )

5. Provulen r« an.l Pasrt ttx et H orse R ailroad Co ill PIiIlY.
J une 3, 186+.

Route : Providence to Pawruxet via Broad Street.

6. SOlfl!J klain Stree t I-If} }'Je R ailroad Com pany . June
3, 186+.

Route: South M ain St. to \ Vickend en Sr. to H ope St.
to D exter Asy lum . (1 Tott.: the dividing of the E ast Side
section into the Brook St . ( to H ope Reservoir ) and the
Governor St. ( to B lackstone P ark ) to ok p lace in 18 76 at
which time tracks 011 H ope St. were re moved. T he cxren
sia n to East Pr ovidence wa also a later deve lopment. ')

Fares were orig inall y established at six cents ea ch, chil
drcn three cents each, with twentv adult tickets so ld for a
dollar. D ouble fare : cha rg ed 0~1 long runs such as to
Cranst on were ten cents ea ch. A combina tion office building
and waiting room about one and one-ha lf sto ries high , if th e
writer-s memory of th e second building is accurate was. ,
erected over the river on th e north sid e o f Market Square,
This was dcstroved bv fire in 1875 but wa s later rebuilt and
used for abo ut" twenty yea rs before beinz permanently
remo ved .

Providence citizens hav e always been con servative and
in d osing th e sto ry of what may he termed the P re-Cable
Tramway period it sho uld be mentioned that there wa s
con siderable oppos ition to th e horse-drawn public cars be 
cause of th e noise thcv made on the tracks and becau se
wheels of other \'eh icies so me times caught in the tracks
and were broken or the vehic le over turned . As the pe ople
learned to drive across the rai ls at a br oad angle-s-grooved
rail s were a much later developmenr-c-rhcsc accidents
dimini shed but in the beginning they were not infreq uen t.
As to the noise of the cars which under todav's cond ition 
would be deem ed quiet , we learn from a letter to th e ed ito r
published in the August 2+, 186 5 edition of the !'ro,:'itl t:'1lt'l'
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Journal th at an elderly fam ily living on one of th e horse
car line s had so compl etely broken dow n nervously due to
the recurrent shocks to th eir nervou s svsrems th at th eir
physician ad vised them to mov e away'. 'Before they took
any action, however, they were a ll down with "l ive r com
plaint" and, I quo te, "it was nothi ng in the world but them
horse cars th at did it."

On th e other hand, l Inion Ra il road officials were eve r on
the ale r t for impro veme nts in their service. In 18 73 th e
Ccneral Assembly passed an act allowing the Union Rail 
road Company to use any motive power it p leased for the
opera tion of its cars, At that time the company was experi
menting , accordi ng to Henry V. A. J oslin, secre tary, with
a car propelled by a 4 h.p. gasol ine eng ine. The power was
transmitted to the wheel s by gears, and while it worked,
it was found no t to be commercially practical as the power
was insufficient and th e cost of ope ration prohi bit ive . In
J une, 189 0, tw o trial e lectric cars run by sto rage batteries
were tried out on th e Elmwood line and their operation
was also found to be un sati sfactory, as they frequently
bro ke do wn and had to be brought back by horses. They
were tin allv returned to their builders, In 1887 the Uni on
Railroad Company petitioned th e City Council for the
right to install poles and wires for a trolley system as we
know it roduv on the E lmwood l ine but a fter several hear
ings and oppos ition both hy indi vid ua ls and th e P rovid ence
Teleph one Company the petition was denied. But improve
ments canno t be indefin itel y postponed and it remained
for th e City of Newport to lead the way wh en on March 5,
1889 they passed an ord inance a llo wing the tr oll ey system
with its poles and wire s to be insta lled in that city. Provi
d ence foll uwed tw o years later when poles a nd wires were
auth orized for th e Broad ' t.- Pawtuxct route on May 20,
J 89 1. The fir ·t electr ic car was operated on the Broad St.
line un J anuary 20, 1892 and thereafter el ectrification was
rap id. H enry V. A. J osl in, secretary of th e Union Railroad
Company, states in his article publish ed in 1897 that he was
specitica lly hired in June, 1890, tu develop "electric pro-
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pul sion" for th e railroad com pa ny and th at the last ho rse
car was withdrawn fr om the stree ts of the City of Provi
de nce on April 2-1- , 189-1- . A Providence l ournal editor ial
of 1'\o vc rnb er 25, 19.\8 gi yes another da te and states that
Amos E. Wilcox "brought his horses to a halt at the foot of
College H ill on April 10, 189-1- for th at was the last H orse
Car trip to be made in Providence and it was th e sig na l
for the beg inn ing of the age of speed ."

Car rail s or igi na ll ~ ' were 16 to 18 lb. weight g irder type
but by 189 7 Mr. J oslin reports "1''' rail s for electric power
of 90, 70 , and 58 lb s. Car speeds were approximately
horse-ca r speed at first but, after elimination of the horses,
increased rapidly. As usual, the public, however, had to get
used to these changed condition s, as a report in the Provi
dence I ournal of March 3, 1895 clearly shows. It states
that the Mavor of Brooklyn, N. Y., called a conference of
presidents of the variou s 'electric roads of that city in the
office of the P ol ice Commissioners and stated that a checkup
revealed that trolley speeds of 12 and 15 miles per hour
were common and in one instance 19y::; miles per hour had
been noted. He further stated "that thi s terrific speed ha s
caused most of the accidents" and ordered maximum speed
reduced at once to 10 miles per hour or he would order the
arrest of the presidents o f the roads,

During the twelve years fr om 1865 to 1877 the Union
Railroad Company had grown and prospered, absorbing
the Providence, Pawtucket, and Central Falls Railroad
Company on February 3, 1872 . Approximately 60,0 00,000
passengers had been carried by the company from February,
1865, to March, 1877, and by 189 3 had reached nearly
J OO,OOO,OO O, The nion Railroad Company report of
1877 sho wed that at that time there were seventeen lines
of horse cars in operat ion and over forty miles o f track.
Equipment and personnel totalled I 10 cars, 60 0 hor ses
and 350 employees. All parts of the city were well se rved
except th e best re sidential section, the East Side, situated
up on and east of College H ill, where al so stood Brown
University. Th is large sect ion was rea ched by the hor se cars

•
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only by th e long , circuitous route of South M ain St . to
\V ickcndcn St. , then d ividing in to Brook St. , north to H ope
Reservoir and Go ve rnor St., wh ich reached B lackstone
P ark ( But ler Ave. at Irving Ave. ) b~' \\'at erman Sr., Cano
Sr., A ngell St. and Butl er .A. ve . E fforts had been made to
hav e th e U nion Railroad Co mpany' givt: a direct line over
Coll ege H ill but t he 1 5 ~t" g ra le was too m uch fur horse:
and th e cost of an eleva to r to ra ise the cars to the lev e l of
P rospect St. and connect by a trcst It: was studied and de
clarcd prohibitive . A veh icul ar tu nn el was also considered
and th e plan d iscarded for the same reason. H owev er, it
becam e a common compla int that th e res idents of the E ast
Sick « had to go down town hv wav of \Varrt:n" and th e
Union ]{ ail roa:i too k t he at tit ude th at th e re was no so lution
to th e pro blem that was finan ciall y pract icabl e.

That the East Side had d irect t ranspor ta t ion ervice fr om
1890 to 191 -1- , wh en th e present troll ey tu nnel was opened,
was due al mos t en ti re ly to the visio n an d energy of W alter
Richmond, wh o firs t put the problem up to the nio n R ail
road Com pany and , upon beco ming convinced th at th ey
woul d du nothing, turned hi · efforts to ward organ iz ing th e
P rovidence Cable Tramway Company. :'\'Ir. Richmond
mad e ma ny rri ps for in [ormation and examined every cable
line from :\ I leg hany Ci ty, Pa., which was th e nearest to
Prov ide nce, to O mah a, X eb. Engineers we re brought into
the pictu re and plan s and spccitica t ions d rawn, with the
tin al res ult that an appl ication was ma de fo r a char te r and
a franchise to buil d the road . T he cha rte r was g ran ted by
the Gene ra l Asscrnbl « on April 25 ,188 -1- , with a cap ita l
stock of $.\() (),o no, and was amended to $-1-00, 000 on Apri l
28 , 1:3 87. I nsofar as the writc r knows , the Provi d ence
Cab le T ramway Company, bu:It at a cost of ,i. 250,1I 00, was
the on ly cable t raction line ever opera ted in N ew England
the major pa rt of wh ich was horizon ta l stree t- leve l opera
tion. 1:; )Jx i)Jcer iJlg Nrc:«, j nnu ar y 12, 1893, p. J I, lists it
a.s the only cab le road operating in ).;ew E ng land at tha t
tune .

T he pet ition for the [ranch ise gave the ro ute fr om :\I ar 
kct Sqll ~ 1 rc over Co llege H i11 to Red Hridg l: via P rospect,



RII ODE ISL:\ . ·\) HI ST OR Y THE I' RtWIDF. CE L .\BLE TRAi\ I\L\Y 49

A ngell, South :\ ngd l and E ast River Streets, ret urn ing by
Warerrnun and Prospect Streets to Coll eg e I Iill a nd M arket
Square. Furtherm ore, it asked th e r ig h t to d raw its cars b~ '

horses from M arket Squ are up \\' estminst er and Ilig h
~ t rcet s tu Olneyvil le ove r t he tracks of th e U nio n Ra ilroad
Company. Naturally th is project was opposed b~ ' the l Tniun
R aiIroad Company, wh ose most prof tabl e Iine ran up
\ Vest minster Stree t. There was a lon g a nd bi trcr st ruggle
and from li rst to last the re were .12 pu bli c hearing s on cable
roa d affa irs . Eventually the city grante d the right re 
quested, after a n ag ree ment was reac hed be tween the Cable
Tramway Company and th e Un ion Rail road Compan y th at
empl oyees and horses of the latter sho uld be used for the
trips fr om Market Square to Olueyvi lle and return ,

The cab le road was built in 1889 acco rd ing to patents
owned bv Harrv Lane of C incinnati, :\ co nd uit exte nd ed
the wh ole length o f the line, 3 .2ll miles, a nd the roadbed
was made up of cas t iron Uvshapcd yoke s, weighing approx i
mar cly 4 00 lbs, each, upon whi ch were mounted an gle bars
to form th e " slot" which presented to th e st ree t surface
a slot of ab out I inch width with bruad smooth tc el bars
each 'id e abo ut 20 inches each in width. Two ra ils were
fastened to the outer edges of the yokes at sta nd ard gauge
fr om each othe r to receive the car wheels. The lon g itudinal
space between th e yokes wh ich formed the ceili ng o f th e
cond uit and suppo r ted the stree t surface was filled with
three-inch creosoted N orth Carolina pine a nd paved on top
of them with cobbles to nes set in sand , thus fill ing the space
between rail s and the stee l bars forming th e s lot a nd creat
ing a durable st ree t su r face. The wh ole st ructure rested
up on a concrete foot ing in w hich the bases of the yoke s
were e m bed d ed , th is concre te forming the bottom of the
cond ui t and con taining a trough to drai n away sur face wat er.
In it were set a t suitable intervuls broad flan ged wheel-like
1'01 lcrs g roove d in th e cen ter and shaped V-Iike towards th e
g ro m'e , to ca r ry th e cable and keep it fr om tou ching th e
sides or th e base o f th e cond uit. Above each ro l le r was a
manh ole cove r se t flush with the st reet surface, for th ese
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rol lcrs had to be greased each day. .\ t corners like P rospect
and Ange ll St-.; and at bends in the road such a. Covernor
and \\' at er man St reets, special eq uip men t wa- instnl led
properly to change the direction of the cable , :\r :\Ia rket
Squa re , where t he cab le changed direction to return up the
hi ll , it passed aro und a 12-fout diameter sheave placed
horizon ta l ly in a la rge stone va ult con nec ting both co rning
an d return ing cond uits . At th e pow er hou se, which .;till
stands a t 169 South Angell St. as Plant N o. 2 uf the A meri
can F rncrv \Yhed \\'orb, th e cable was tu rned in In' a
spec ia l s h~a\'(: to a broad g roove d d rum aroun d wh id; it
passed many tim es befo re bein g returned to the street.
Proper equipment maintained t he ten sion and it was th e
re volving of thi s drum, with its many turns, that g an: t o
th e cabl e th e power to d o its work out on t he road. The
cab le was sp liced , presenting an endless stee l cord about
I ~~ inches in d iamete r and J .20 miles in length, a nd wh en
it broke, as it occasio na l ly did, it had to ha ve th e broken e nds
drawn togeth er and sp liced before it cou ld be used agai n.
The orig ina l speed was 6Y; miles per hour but th is was
success ively inc reased until it was 9 mil es per hour after th e
fir st year. At first, due to inexperienced g ri p men failing to
rel ease the cl utch on the g ri p car at necessary points, th ere
were many inte rruptio ns in se rvice ca use d by bre akage of
th e cab le. In fact, records sho w that the fir st cable, repl aced
af ter six mont hs service , had 17 sp lices in it wh en removed.
Th ere we re few such trou bl es after the fir st three m onths,
but breaks occur red occasiona l ly through out the life of
the syste m .

T he cars were com pos ed uf a g rip car (see ill us tra tion)
with a sea t facing out on each side to hold tiv e person s each,
and two sea rs on the fr ont and tw o on the back holding two
person ::' eac h , a total of 18. In th e cente r stood the g rip man
opera t ing a long lever to clutch the cab le and a seco nd lever
with a ra tchet that sto pped th e g rip car when de si red by
pressu re o f t he brak es on t he tracks-nut th e wheel s.

\\'h en it became necessa ry to warn traffic of the a pproach
o f the g rip car a nd trai lcr, the ope ra to r sou nded a large gong
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on th e roo f over his head by pulling a round leather str ap
which swung loose in fr ont of him. T he g rip man had no
protect ion whatever from th e weather on th e or igina l g rip
cars . The closed passenger cars were paint ed a crea m white,
ran on four wheel s, had Iive wind ows all a side , and sea ted
/ 6. The open passenger cars, used only in warm weather,
had seven scats holding live passengers each, total 35. If
the writer's memory is correct , then: was also a fi xed running
board on th e open cars on wh ich a number of passengers
could and did stand when the car was crowded during rush
hours. Original running time was e\'ery fifteen minute ',
with extras at rush hours, but for the g rea ter part of the
Iive years of operation cars were operated every Iivc mi nutes
with extras between 5 :30 and 6: /5 P. M.

The grip car, which derived its power by clutching the
cable running in the conduit below street level, pulled the
passenger cars around fr om Iarket oquare to Red Bridge
and back to Market Square, where it crossed over from the
down-hill ( south) track to the up -hill ( no rth) track, leav
ing the passenger car to be taken to Olneyville by horses,
while in tum it coupled on to the car that the hor ses had
just brought from Olneyvi lle to be taken over the hill.
This meant that the grip car "changed ends" every time
it came to Market Square, and it was vital that its apparatus
for clutching the cable be disengaged from that cable and
pulled up int o the bottom of the grip car before the 'witch
over to the north track. The power for the change-over
was obtained by gra\'ity, as both grip and car stopped on
the incline of the hill ju.t before crossing South Main
Street and applied their brakes. They were then uncoupled
and the grip car , sometimes aided by an instant's contact
with the cable, released its brakes and crossed over the
switch to the north track. This switch had two extra raised
rails and they engaged specia l ly installed wheels in the grip
car that lifted the entire car j list sufficient! y to disengage
its track wheels while on the switch. The passenger car had
11 0 such wheel s and as soon as the grip car was out of the way,
the hand brake was released and the incline of the hill fur -
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nished sufficient power to cause it to roll fo rward to wh e re
the horses were wait ing For it. As th e passe nge r car lacke d
th e spec ial wh eel s wit h wh ich th e grip car wa s prov id ed,
it ignored th e special cross-o ver swi tch th e grip car took
and con tin ued forward to th e so uth track on t he horses.

( Io be ( oll / i ll ll c't! )

cw - To tes

One u f th e m ust im porta nt publ icat ion s of 1<lwde bland
interest to appear rece n tl y is "Lettt:rs o f Sull ivan D OlT,"

edited In" H ow ard Corning, in Pro(et'dill ~ J of / li t> J\ I IlJSIl 
t!I/(S('!/ S j I istoriral Society ).X\ '11 ( Ocrol;c.:r , '19+ 1-:\'lav,
194--1- ) , J 7') -36-1- . The material here presented, consis ti ng of
a larg e numbe r o f letters written fr om Can to n in t he ear ly
d avs o f th e Ch ina Trade, will be reviewed in a Futu re issue
.s« /1Ot!e /.r11l1l11 II istory,

The Ne-s : T: lIglalid Historical and Genealogical Rt!giJ/er
for [anuarv, 19-1-6, con ta ins the concl usion of an ar t icle bv
G. AndrewsM oriarty on "The C oggcsha l ls o f H al st ead a nd
Hundon." I t deal s with the English an cestry o f the famil y
from whi ch the C oggcsha lls o f Rh od e i sl and spra ng.

The sa me issue car r ies a note bv \\'alter E. Thaver of
Oxford, Mass., wh ich reveal s that th e fath er of Comn~odon:
Abraham \\' hippl e o f Rhode Isl an d, the Revolut ion ary
\\'ar nav al ofiicer, was N oah \\'h ipple, wh o di ed, probabl y
a t Ashford, C onn., so me time be fo re 6 July 178-1-.

The 'ocie t \· o f C ol on ial \V ars in th e Sta te uf R hod e
Isla nd and Pr~\'idence Plantati on s issued , as a memento of
its December. 19+ 5, meeting, a boo k le t ent itl ed Tl ·ill itlIJJ.i'
. l lls':cer / 0 Eas to n. The J 7th publicat ion of th e Soc ie ty ,
it is a new tra nscripti on u f an im po r ta nt H uger \Villiams
manuscript wh ich was gi ven to th e Rh ud e Island Hist ori cal
Society tw o yea rs ago hy Frederick S. Peck. The tran scrip
tion and the introd uction wen: prepa re d by Rr adford
Full er Swan.
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Ed itor ial , Proci drnr» Ga':;ette, Saturday A p ri l 16 , 179 6.

The Pla n fo r co n nec t ing the Waters o f this St ate w ith t hose o f C on
necticut River, by M eans o f a navigable C an al , docs H onour to the enter
pr isin g and patr i'ot ic Proj ecto rs-and wit h Pl easu re we observe t ha t it is
highly a nd universally approved . T he Advantages th at m ust res ult from
a C omplet ion o f thi s Arduo us U ndertaking w ill certainly be m any and
g reat , an d it is expected th at t he Su bscription for carry in g it into Effect
will be filled in a fe w hours from the Time of o pe n ing, wh ich will be o n
Thu rsday next , a t the State-House in this T own, an d at Worcester,

Extract oj a Letter from a GaJlI,.,nI1JI in Con gre H to hi! Frien d in thi!
'I'ou :n, tla:" d April 6.

"The "cry en te rp r iz ing Proj ec t for connecting th e \V~t e r~ of Con
nect icut Ri ver with those of W evbosset, exc ites the Admiration of all
w ho hear of it. It is trulv th e most arduous and importan t Attempt of the
Kin d wh ich ha s been ~ade in the United States. It will, if succe ssful,
be at l~le same tim e the most usef u l to th e C o untry at large, par ricularly
to Provid cn ce and its Vicinity."

T Ilt' 1' 1" ,r ' i,ft!1l"~ G,,-;:;ell e, Satu rd av Apr il 23 , 17fJ6.

O n T hu rsday, purstl.ln t to N oti ce g i"en a Subsc riptio n was ope ned at
th e St ate-H ou se in thi s T ow n, for t he Pu rpose of cutt in g a na v ig able
Ca nal. to C onnect th e W at ers o f t hi s Stat e with th ose o f C onn ecti cut
R ivc r , bv Wa" of \Vorceste r. It w ill consis t of 4 00 0 Sh ar es, o f 100 Dollars
each , :m'd w~ have t he Ple asure to Lea rn tha t it is rap idl. till ing. One
G ent le ma n of this T ow n IJ oh n Brown I. long dist ingu ished by hi s
Patr io t ism in promo ti ng Pla ns of publ ic Uril irj -, has subsc r ibe d Four
I-Iun d rc d Shares ,

E d it or ial, Columbian Centinel, Satu rd ay Apr il 16, 1796.

T hough ap pa ren tly preg nan t w it h disadvantage to B OJ/ O:; , her .c it ize ~s

have too much magnan irn itv not to acco rd in any e n te rp ll e wi n ch will
even tua llv benefi t the C ommonwe:dt h , or ou r co m mo n co u n t ry . T hey
t he refor ';, hear w ith pleasu re of th e p ro j ect ed C anal f rom JVorce-,~er to
Procidcn c«, t he subscript ion for w h ich, at 100 d oll ar s a share, will be
open ed at ]f 't;renter and Prooid en c«, on Thursda: ·,. an d will bc. c.lase d ,on
Satu rclav next. Five per rrnt on eac h sh a re to be paid on subscribing, To
accommodat e those .11 a dis tnnce who w ish to inter est themselves in t he
un d ertaki ng. subscr ip t ions w ill be recei ved, by wr it tcn p ro xies. addressed
to am ' of t he ge nt lemen wh ose na mes han : been m en t ion ed in th e adver
ti sell1'ents, w h ich have ap pea re d in th e CEXTINEL. O n the terms
pr oposed, th e suhscr ipt ion m ar not all he pa id in under five ;"ear;;.

B\' \\' I L LI A.\ \ GREE~ E H OE L K ER

(Co ndutletl jr(;1IJ RHODE ISLAXD 11ISTORr , Vol. v. p. 2 5.)

1··\dl·e niscmen tJ

TIle Prot -id eur» (; ,r:.etl" . Satur d ay A p ril 2; ( ' n i ft' ,j Sf .;I,·", Clnr.nirl«,
:\pril 7, 1796 .

SU BSCR I PT/ O S FOR .\ c.~ ;\'.~ L

In C o nseq uen ce of a Resolu t io n of C omm iu ccs of C o n fe ren ce f rom
the C iti zens of t h e St ate o f R hod e Island , and of t he Countv of \\'or ce s t ~r ,

in th e C ommonwealth of M nssar irusett , a Su bscr iption w iil be ope ne d in
th e State H o use in Provid e nee o n the 21 st Day of . \ pri l next. and to
con tinue ope n u n t il Si x o 'C lock o n t he 23rd, fo r i he rurpose o f m aki ng
a navigable C anal, from t he navigable \\' .lt ers near th e T ow n of l' rovi
deuce , to t he m ost e lig ib le an d conven ien t Part o f sa id Coun rv, ncar the
Town of W orc cstc r ; un de r th e Author itv o f an Act of In corpo rati on,
passed b.,' the L egi slat ure of th e Sta te of R hod e-I sla nd , in Favour o f cer
tai n Pe rso ns th e re in nam ed, and t he ir Assoc iates, fo r th e Purpose of
m aking a nd extendi ng said C anal in t he D ir ect ion aforesa id . to the L ine
o f the said Sta te o f Rh od e-I sla nd .

Sa id Su bscript ion to be op en ed for +on o Shares, of 10 0 D olla rs each,
on the following co ndition s, v iz.

To be paid, Fi ve pe r C e n t. on the Amo un t subscribed :11 sign ing ;
Fi ve pe r C en t. a t the Ex p irat io n of si x M onth s; an d Fi ve per C ent. at
th e Expi ration of el 'e rr Q ua rt er t hen ce follo w ing t he aforesaid term of
six Months,

.\nd in case more than +00 0 Sha res sha ll be subscr ibed , all Subscript ion s
over Two Shares to be red uce d in Proportion to th e Am ount subsc r ibe d
so as to leave in th e whol e Amo unt a Subscription of +000 Shares . A
Subscript ion has been agree d to be ope ned at Worceste r. at t he same T im e,
an d on the same C on dition s.

I t was also ag reed up on an d reso lvc.], tha t .1 l\- Ieet in g should be hel d at
th e State-H ou se in P rov id e nce , of such as m al' become Su bscr ibe r, o n
W ed n esd ay the l l rh of 1\Iar next, at Two o' Oclcck , P. l11. fo r the P urpose
o f organizi ng th e A ssoc iat ion, and ap po int ing its O ffic ers, in o rde r that the
necessa ry M easures m a.'· be adopted to c.1Ir." th e W ork into Ex ecut io n,
without u11 11ccessar:" D ela y.

I' ro l' iLlence, M nrc h 2 (), 1796 .
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C.~,YA I. to WORCESTER

T hc' L ni le'! States CIJl'Oniclc-, T h ur lla~' ::\b~" 12, I i 9CJ .

T IJr. Ull il"d SIdle; Chronicle, M arch I t . I i 96 .
lewporr Tower'ew J,ight on

13, F. S,

1 Vol. X VII!, :\ n .~ . rr. 501 -511(" " \ \'.lS T he X ewccr t T ower 5I , ,,di,,!! i" 1632 : "

Frederick J. P ohl, writing in the De cember, 19+5, N(~..('
T:IIg/all ti Quarterly, I gi ves th ose wh o puzz lc over the
my srerv o f the 1 ' ewpu rt tower some thing mor e to think
about. .-\ It er di scussing cert ain architect ura l features of th e
st ructure which make it well fitted-if not pu rp osefully
de signed-for defense against the savages , Mr. P ohl pre
sents excerpts fr om a document found am ong th e paper~

concerning ~ i r Edmund P lowd en's P rovince of New
Albion, a huge tract uf land which took in the southern
coast of New England, L ong Isla nd, and parts uf :\ew
[ersev and the middle Atlantic rates as far south as
M aryiand and Delaware.

I n a paper da ted 1632 and entitled "Till: Commodities
of the Island cal led Manari or L ong Is le within the Conti 
nent of Virginia, " there is a proposal that 30 sold iers be
garri soned " in a rownd stone towre" to trade with the
savages and keep watch on them. M r. P ohl points out that
no other such tower has ever been found in the New Albion
territory, and he properly emphasize ' the fact that the
mention is of a "rownd sto ne towre" -which is, he avs,
" a peculiar specification when unaccompan ied by an y det;;iIs
a ' to its construction."

:\ lr. P ohl concludes, after re viewing evidence which
makes it lllll ikeh' that the backers or set tl ers o f 1'\ew Albion
had built the tower, that they had found it stand ing .

Thus is produced another item of evidence in suppo rt of
the theory that the enigmatic stru ctu re a t Newport was a
fortified church o f :\orse origin.
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As t he In fer io r Court of the Coun tv of Worcester is to mccr .u W o rccs
t cr , on Tucsdav the Twen t\' -S<:con :1 of M arch insta nt , wh ich wi ll oj
Cou rse br ing togeth er a Nu~ber of the respecta ble l nh abitan te of that
gre.lt County, it has heen proposed th.lt a meeti ng of all those who wish
to promo te the g rea t De sign of di gging a navigable C an al from th is 1'1)\\'1 )

to Conn ect icut Ri ver , th rough W or ccstcr : sho uld meet .u the Cou rt
H ouse in thi s T own, ::\101'O.\Y nex t, at 2 o 'Oclock, 1'.1\1. in O rd er to

consult and advi se on the most prop"r M ethod to begi n the said Busin ess
acco rdi ng to th e C harter of Inco rpora t ion g ranted by t he H onor able the
G en eral Asscm blv of t hi s State at th eir last Session in thi '1'011'11, ,111 1 to
appoint a COll1n;itt ee to meet Committee at W o rceste r, wh ich will he
appoin ted to meet at said T ime and" Place , to con fer jo intly on the 1I10st
su itab le T'imc and Manner to open th e Subscription to c ur:- on said Wo rk.
I' rovid cn cc, M arch 16, I i 96,

[Tha t the Adv.nu agcs wh ich m ay be ex pec ted from the p ropo,ell C an al
Iro m th is T ow n to W orcester , may be pr opcrl v ap preciated he re . perhap s
the rep ub lication of the follo wing E xt ract s from :l Roston Pap er of Tues
da~' last [ 1\by 10 J wil l he uscful i -e-- and altho' we do not w ith those
\\"r ite rs suppose, that the C anal will "rui n Bosto n," or " reduce it to a
Fish ing T ow n, " ~ ' et we are of O pin ion, that no Eve nt can take Place
w h ich would so mu ch increase the Prospcritv of that Im port ant
Busincss.j -c--

" I am :1 Ir iend to the p rog ress of useful expc r imcnts ; but I am '1 frie nd
to 111\ ' nat ive T OII'n ..\ Canal bet ween \Vo rceste r and Provid en ce has bee n
projected: .11hl the Town of W orceste r has chosen a G entl eman for its
Representat ive t his .I·ear, purposely to gil'<' dfect to the Rill fo r inco r
porati ng that C.lIul Com pan v, in its progre,s through the H ou se . lIe is
a Lawv er, .1 111.111 of e loq uence . science , .md well versed in the ne('essar~'

art, to carr,l' a poi nt.-I f that C an .rl is not cou nte racted h:- some simi lar
en terprise in this T own ( wh ich I .1111 tol l is in co nte mpl.nion ) Bosto n
wi ll h,· in :1 few ~-cars red uced to .1 Fi;hing Tr;~/'II. "

" ,\ Subsc ription h.h hee ll rilled to un it" the tow n of Provid ence with
Con n ecticut Ri"er . If this is e xccutcd , it w ill be the ruin of Boston ;
1110re tha n Idf the trade t hat we "njoy. will be carried to .mothcr ljua rter.
T he >llhiect will be brought hcfore the G cn er.i] Cou rt .11 their fi rst session ,
and the'\\-e, cr n cou nt ies will be almost entirc lv in favo r of the plan."



over Ill ustratio nore on theA
.J ust wh y a jail should need a trade sign is not qu ite clear;

perhaps it was merely some decorat ive sen se which inspired
those wh o placed the H andcuffed Man, depicted on the
front cover of thi s issue, above th e door of the Kent Coun rv
Jail. · .

. At any rate the wood -carving was hardly designed to
popularize the services of the j ail. I t seems rath er th at the
little statue had a moral purpose, for it i::. ex t re mel y rea listic
in its depiction of what th e fel on looks like by th e time th e
law has caught up with him. H is hair is long and shagg y,
his clothes tattered-s-nore th e ragged holes in the knees o f
his trousers-and his expression haggard.

Technical ly one of the most interesting thing: abou t th e
figure is that th e handcuffs, too, arc carved fr om wood , and
not wrought iro n. The paint is in rcasonahly good cond ition,
con sidering the ag e of th e sig n. B. r. s.

For Sale
C o rr espon dence o f l. sc k H o pkins .. . transcr ibed f rom th e o rig inJI

manusc ript . . . ;t com panion vo lume to th e Lett er Boo k of F , e k l lopk ins.
101 Fl' . Providence. R.I.II. :-: .. 19 .13. '- .

T he Let ter Boo k oi b 'ek H opkin. . . . t rJ llScr ihccl [ro m the o ri~in ;tl

. .. 15 5 1'1'. l' ruvidcucc. IU .H .~ . , 193 2. ~ :; .

T he Let t cr Boo k oj 1.II 11 es Brow ne o f Prov ide nce. :'\lc rc h.m t , 1 i 35
1i .' .. . [rom tht: origin.11 man uscr ipt .. . xiv, (,r, 1'1'. P rovi.h-ncc,
R .l.II.S.. 1')29. ~::. .

T he Lcttcr Boo k of 1'<'leg ~.l nfo rJ o i ;'\ e\\T 0rt , \l c rc hJn l .. , 1(,(,( ,
16 (,:-: . . . ( rom tlt e orig in.,] m .mu-c r ip t . . . I i. . ' ~ PI'. I'rm i,lence. R.I.H .S..
192:-: . i-5.

:\ I' w I' i,le ncL' 1':1';" ,,1<: in Ihe Irish Liternrv R l' I];I i , ; ;1I1CC·. h." ! ! O L1("c'

Rcvuolds. 3') 1'1'. l' rovidcncc, St lh i,l' II ill Club, J92'1, s-.
Rhode [sl.1 l1 ,l Lan. I !-: I'i ,klK e' , I . I . I"~ S- J (,'Jr,. ,\h, lLK , . 2+(,. XXI IT .

I' rovi icnrc, R.I .II.S.• 192 1. i-::' •
RIIOJ L' Island I'ri....tccrs in King G eo rgc' s \\ ·.tr . 1; 3')-1 i +' , h."

H o w.i rd :'\1. L' hJ p in . 22 5 1'1'. Provide nce, R.I.II. S., I '12(, . ~ ::..

Sachem s o j t he :'\ Jr Ll g .1I1' l · ts, hy I !()In r,1 :'\1. Chap in, II ; PI' . Provi
de nce, R.I.II. S.• 19 .' I . n .

Th eodore F", ter", \I inures of the COl1'. cnt iun H el d .H South King<
town , Rho.lc lslaud . in :'\l.1 rch , 1;()(l . . . t r.m -c r ibcd .. . vi . 99 PI' .
Provide nce. R.I.II .S.. !92(). ~ 5 .
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The no minatio n . we re sub mi tted bv a com mi ttee consist
ing of Cl aude R. Branch, chai r man ; l\lir . H enry F. L ip pitt,
Mrs. G. Pierce M etcalf, Dr. Bru ce M, Bigel ow, and R obert
H. I. G odd ard.

L. N ewton I I ayes, repor ti ng as chairman o f t he M ember
ship Committee, anno unced t hat there had been an apprc
ciable gai n in th e number o f members for the third successive
year, with the re sult that a new (th igh" was reache d and,
with 1192 members a ' of that date, the ociety 's member
ship was th e largest in its hi st ory. Mr. H aves said 113 new
me 111 ber . had been enrolled during the year, that 2+ were
lost by death, 10 resigned, and 10 more were dropped for
vari ou s rea sons. The resul t was a net gain of 69 members.

As evidence of the healthy sta te of the member hip,
Mr. Hayes pointed out that on ly eight mem be rs had failed
to pay their dues for 19+5 .

He thanked Mrs. Colt Anrhonv Mrs. Bradford H.
Kenyon , Mrs. Lewis A. M eader, Albro N. Dana, Chri sto
pher Del Scst o, and H arry B. Sherman for th eir se rvices
on th e com mi ttee : seve ra l of them a re reti r ing thi s year.

Outstanding in the report of Charl es C. Remington,
chai r man of the L ibrary Committee, was th e anno uncemen t
of the ad di tio n of CJ ifford P . M on ah on to the sta ff, as
assista n t l ibrarian, with th e resultant changes in the e l l o f
th e buildi ng , wh ere Mr. M onahon and his family have bee n
ins ta l led in a n ap artment and a star t has been made on th e
transformati on of the old kitch en and othe r first flour rooms
into museum space. The two large exhibiti on cases have
been mov ed fr om the d ining room to the ro om whi ch was
the kitchen , a nd tw o ot he r sma ller cases have been se t up
in a room far ther back in the hou se . Th is has not ou lv
provided exh ibiti on fac ilities in the museum rooms but has
im pro ved th e appea rance uf the dining room.

Catal oguing and rearrangement o f th e library was pro
ceed ing sati sfactori ly, 1\'11'. Rem ing ton reported . The
outs tand ing accession o f the year, he sa id , was th e \ Vard
P apers, purchased with funds rai sed especially for th at
pu rp ose. Three exhibi tions , of P rovid ence sketches by

The 12+th Annual Mcctinu
'-

T he 12+ th ann ua l meer in c of the R hod e Is land H is
torical Socicrv was hel d [an uary 2 1, 19+6. T he foll ow ing
officers we re 'e lected: ' .

H enry D, Sharpe, presiden t ; Rich a rd Le B. Bowen a nd
\ \' csrcore 1-1. C he .ebroug h , vice-prcsid cnts ; :\1. Randol ph
F l.uhe r , secrerarv ; H oward \\'. \Vil son, treasure r , and
H anlld H. Kelly, assist ant treasurer.

Membe rship Committee: Mrs, j am es C. Ca rrn ark,
chairman j A lbro N . Dana, Mrs, Colt A nth ony , Mrs,
Willi am Grosvenor, R oy \ V. H owa rd, Chest er A. F ile s.

J.ihra rv C ommittee: Al bert E. J.ow ne s, cha irma n :
\V. F.:1st~n L outrit , Jr., R oger T. Clapp, xl rs. Henry C.
Hart, Mrs. C. K. R a th bone .

Lecture Committee : William Davi s M il lcr, chai rman ;
.1\'Jr s. Charles D. Cook, J ames H. H an ley, Dr. Dudley :\.
\\Tillia lll5, J. Walter Wilson.

Publi cati on Committee : P aul C. Ni ch ol son, chai r man ;
.J. J. Bodell, Dr. Madela ine R. Brown, Bayard Ewing,
Mrs. I Iug h F . M:1cC ol1.

Committee on Grounds and Bui ldings: A. L iving ston
Kelley, chairman ; Arthur B. Li sle, H enry .B. Cross,
R. Lindley Murray, Charles B. M cG ow an.

Committee on Necrol ogy: J oseph G. H en sh aw, chair
man; Mrs, Wil liam H. Eddy, M iss Gl ori a . ' . .:\l cAuslan,
Mrs. .T. P. Thorndike, G. Andrew M ori arty.

Finan ce Co rnm it tce : A lhe rt H. P oland, chai r ma n , Foste r
B. D av is, C harl es B. R ockwell, S. Foster Hu nt , Eve rett ~ .

H artwell.

Audit Committee: Charl es .T. I l ill , cha ir man ; C;odfrey
B. Simo nds , J. Cunliffe Bull ock.

Execut ive Committee: The officers, cha ir me n of com
mittees, Ch nrles B. Mackinncy and Addison J'. Mun roe as
members-at -l arge . a nd M iss Crace l\ I. Sherwoo d , Sta te
Li brarian, a nd \Vill iam G . R oelker, ex-oJ]it·io.
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Edward 1.. Peckham, Sandwi ch glass fr om the Zoe Wil bour
Collection, and rarities in the Society's possession for the
inspection of the Walpole Society, were held during th e
~·ear.

Mr. Remington recommended as most urgent an im 
provement in the lighting of the stacks and the work-room s.
The report of the Lecture Committee, Prof. Theod ore
Collier, chairman, sho wed th at 668 person s attended th e
nine meetings of the Society, 79 0 attended 30 meetings held
in the build ing by patriotic societies , and 93 attended four
meetings of a miscellaneous nature . The director-librarian,
Mr. Roelker, spoke at seven places in the State during
the year.

The report of the Publication Committee, Paul C.
Ni cholson, chairman, pointed once more to the need for
indexing th e f rst five vol LImes of Rhode Islarul J-I istory,

The need for more funds to pay for repairs and painting
of the fen ce around th e property was outstanding in the
report of the Committee on G rounds and Buildings,
A. Livingston Kelley, Jr., chairman. A sum has already
been subscribed , but it is not en ough, and it is imperative
that th e painting and repair -work be done th is year.

J oseph G. Henshaw submitt ed the report of the Com 
mittel: on Necrology and Charles J. H ill gave.; th e Audit
Committee' s re po rt.

William G. R oelker, mak ing his fifth rep ort as d irector
and librarian, remarked up on th e sp lendid ser vice rendered
by th e Membership Committee under the leadership of
Mr. H ayes and expressed his g rati ficat ion th at Mrs, James
C. Carrnark had conse nted to take over the work. H e
suggested th at an e ffo r t be made to inte res t returned service
me n in becoming mem bers, pointing out that "it i log ical
to expec t th at some of the veteran s of \V orld \Var IT will
want to help perpetuate the one Rh od e Island institution
devoted to the preservati on of military' records."

The re t ire men t of 1VII". Remington, Professor Collier,
Ch arles B. M ackinncy, th e president, and Ge orge L. M iner,
th e treasurer, were al l noted by Mr. R oe lker and he
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extended thanks to th em for their ser vices th rough the
years. I n remarking on Mr. 1'\'1 iner's final rep ort as treas
urer, Mr. R oelker said the sta te me nt ( which is printed
el sewhere in thi s issue ) " speaks for itse lf ."

"For 19+5," 1\11'. Roe lker said , "we had planned a
budgetary deficit of $1650 j our actua l defi cit was less th an
$) 000 , after meeting ext raord inary expenses in mainte
nance of the grounds."

IVIr. R oe lker said that an expansion of th e sta ff wa s
desirable, the need being for someo ne wh o can devote his
or her entire time to the work of cata loguing and ar ra ng ing
manuscripts, books, et c. There is also a need for more space,
Mr. Roe lkcr said , ca ll ing attention to the proposed addition
which was discussed at the previous annual meeting.

Among the bequests and gifts received during the year
and rep orted by Mr. Roelker were a $90 00 bequest from
the estate of G eorge T. Paine j a gi ft of $1 5,00 nto be kn own
as the Charles Wilbour and Marv Soul e Wil bour Fund,
the income only to be used for general purposes; and a
bequest of $25,0 00 fr om Miss Anna H. Chace, in memory
of her fathe r, J onathan Chace, th e income to be used for th e
purcha se and care of books dealing with th e Society of
Friends.

The plan to interest busine ss concerns in taking out cor
pOl'ate membership in the Society has resul ted, the director
said , in 12 firm s contributing $1025 and a number have
begun to deposit inactive records with the Society and to
send us certain publicati ons of value as historical source
material.

Resolution s thanking Mr. Mackinney and Mrs. Charles
D. Cook, chairman of the entertainment committ ee, for
the ir servi ces were passed.

In a brief talk up on his assumption of the offi ce of presi
dent, Mr. Sharpe pointed out th at the Society's record of
accomplishment in the past, as shown by the reports just
heard, was obviously based on a cooperative effort which
fun ctioned mainly through the commit tees. He expressed
the hope that a simila r cooperat ive effort would continue
to furth er the interests of the Society during the year.

H. F. S.
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ew Members of the

R hade I land Historical Society
Since J,11ll""}' I, 1946

Mr. H ecto r Assel in
Wa r rcn , R. l.

Xlr. D.w id H . Atwater, Jr.
:\1r. Edgar E. Bak<:r
Mr. Ge orge H . Baldwin

Bristol, R. I.
1\1r. Alfred S, Brownell
:\Ir. C. War ren Bubier
f rancis H. Chafee, ~1. 11.

l\1r. John S. H . Chafcc
J\Ir. 'Franklin R. Cushman
J'\Ir. Chester A. Files
Mrs. J\I. Ranclolph Flat hcr
1\ 1r. W illiam C . Frv

Boston, l\ lass.'
:\Ir. Horace l\l. Grant
l\ lr s. H azel A. Greenlc;d

Cranston, R. I.
l\1r. Andrew S. H amilton

E,1 t Greenwich. R. I.
Mr s, Ralph S. Ham ilton

Mrs, Xathanacl G. l Ierrcshoff
Bristol, R. I.

1'\lr. Robert L. Lincoln
M rs. Augu tus M, Lord
:\Irs. W. Ogden l\! cCagg
M iss Hope T. Nicholson
Mr. \Villialll G. Richards
M r. H enry W. Rigby

East Greenwi ch , R. I.
Lt. (jg ) H enry D. Sharpe, Jr.

U.S . ~ . R .

1\1 iss Katharin e hedd
East Greenwich , R. I.

Dr. Joseph A. Strcker
:\1r. Earl C. T anner
M r. Richard T hornd ike

Cowcsctt , R. I.
M rs. W illiam B. T hurber

M ilton, Mas .
Xlr. John T urnbull, [r.
xr .. George F. WhaJ ~n

This brings t lt« Society": IJI tJiJlbtJrship 10 1,t!()7

Wanted
Allli'll/U , ,-.29, .Ianuar.\·, 19.H" through \". 46, December, 194 ·l,

R .I.II. S. Collecti ons: \' . 12, no. 4, Octobe r 191 9.
I". 13, no. I, January 192 0 ; no. 3, .luI:. 19 20 ;

no. 4, October 1920.
v, 15, no. 2, April 1922; no. 3, j uly 19 22;

no. 4, October 1922.
v. I (" no. 2, Apri l 1923.
v, I7, no. 4, October 1924 .
v, 19, no. I, J anuar:' 19 2(,.

R!Jo.l~ 1'</,111.1 11i JI(; ,-y : v. 2, no. 1, January 194 3 ; no. 3, .r uly 1943 .
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