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Joh n Brown House Fund
T he undersigned have all contributed to establish a fund

within the Rhode Island Historical Sccierv to he used ex­
elusively for the maintenance , upkeep, and preservation of
the J ohn Brown H ouse and to he known as T he J ohn Brown
I Iouse Fund. Since t he J uhn Brown I louse is one of Rhod e
Island 's most il lustrious historical and architectura l rnonu­
mcn ts, we belie ve that its preservation a nd maintenance
should he safegua rded , irrespective of the fortunes of the
H istor ical Society. W e hope that in time this fun d will
increase to a point where irs income will be sufficient ro
maintain the John Brown l Iouse. T he fund itsel f will be
placed in an agency account with the Rhod e Island H e- pita!
T ru...t Company; so that it will he completel y -egregatcd
from other properry of the H istorical Society , ib pr incipal
pre ..crvcd and the income used for the J ohn Brown H on-e .

T he amount of the fund at which we aim in rhc next few
years is a sum sufficient to provide adequate income to care
for the physical maintenance and rcpai r of the hon-e, upkeep
of the grounds and trees, and payment of insurance pre­
miums. At the present time the-e expenses total approxi­
ma n-ly $J ,OOO a year.

W e belie ve the many mem bers, friends, and organ ­
izations t hat han- had meetings in the house will wish to
add to the fund or make testamentary provision for t hat
purpo..e.

Gifts (0 the ~ietr have III the r:l~t a lway~ been recog-
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T he mat ter has aroused considerable local intere-t, and
a con..iderablc number of boulder.. with d rill hole.. han:
bee n pointed out a.. probable moo ring sto ne. u..ed by the
expedit ion. Som e of the cuttings arc set aside a~ probabl y
dUI: to bla..ring or boys' Fourt h o f J uly celebration.., hut a
..uffic ient numher meet Ylr. I Io lund's criteria to ind icate a
ro ute aer o..s the sta re. Th e background mate rial of halberds
and tircsrcels picked up in th e vicin ity, and possible counce­
t iou s wit h th e :\ landan I nd ians arc treated with rea..enable
rc ..c rve . T he cn-c is frankl v admitted to he a ri-,..ue of
hy potheses in cer tain particulars, but often it ha.. sur pris­
ing plausibility . For instance, the halbe rd heads arc un­
con vincing :1.-. b ackwoods weapons. Hut :\ Ir . l Iola nd
obse r ves that Paul Knutson's com mission from King
:\Jagnus calls for t he expedition to ht: recr uited fro m t he
roya l bodyguard , which i:- believed to han been armed with
halbe rds. .-\ con..idcrnble mass of ot her evidence i.. hand led
in the ..arne acute manner,

W ith regard to Xcwport Tower the result.. ar c nut ;.;0

con vincing, in Illr opinion. 1'hilip Ain ..worth J\k ans he­
lieved that the town was bu ilt as a church, perhaps as a
twelfth -century r!:flectiun uf King Sigurd's fam ous pil ­
grimage to the l Iolv Sepulch re , The account of t hi-, is D ill:

o f th e highl ig hts of :\I r. Xlcans's ,\·t:".....porl To-r-r. It is a
fact that a Xorsc bi..hop, Erik Up-i (or Cnupson I -c r forth
for Yinland in 11 :!1. Xlr. H oland 's work in loca lizing
Vinland in southern Xew E ngla nd ha-, mu ch new material,
u-ed wit h uncanny -kil l. II I,' gi vc-, good reaso ns for bcliev­
ing t hat the Xor-c were at Xcwporr.

I{eland i;.; convinced th at the to wer was built as head ­
qu arters while t he Red River expediti on was in rhc fi eld,
that th e upper ;.; tage of th e tower was a guard hall with
defenses, that th e midd le ..rag e wa.. a sor t of hou ..c church,
and that an nnuul ar aisle was planned for the ground level.
W hen rhu .. com pleted , thl: building would rc..cmble a
mcdseval Scaudiunvian ro und church. T he sto nework has
media-va l Ientu rc-, and even rc..emblances to th e -can tv
rem ain..of Xor..c masonrv work in Greenland . :\ 1r. I i olan~l
believe .. th at the t·d itice ~ould not have been a mill heC:IU"C
of the open ground ...w ry, the fire place in the middl e -torv,
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nized a-, de d uctib le from income fur Federal income tax
pu rposes. To make a contributio n yuu need onl y to make
out your check payable to (he Rhode bland Historical
Societv: lohn Brown H ouse Fund. P ro per acknowledg­
menr 'will be made by the S ociety. Contributions in an}'
amount will be welcome.
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Newport T ower or Mill
by K ES S ET H J. em'AST·

T his is a difficult bibli ographical notice to wr ite, for in it
1 mus t sa}' that two of my friend s haw failed to bring for­
ward conclusive proof in an investigation which has dee ply
inte rested them both. I follow the author ( a fe llow
Badger ) who is a most pat ient and indefatigable investiga­
tor, and th e regretted P hil ip Ainsworth M ean s ( a class ­
mate ) in th eir conviction t hat a N o rse colon}' of some sort
existed in America, but I feci that th eir evidence is sti ll
inadequate to support an}' detailed history.

As I understand it, the runestone discovered in 190 7 at
Kensington, ~I i n nesota, is now quite generally consid ered
to be: genuine , th ough doubt of it t widespread at first ) has
not quite disappeared am ong experts. Acceptance of the
stone is a tribute ro forty years of painstaking investigation
by M r. H oland. H e believes that the stone originated with
an expedition of Goths and Norse authorized by King
M ag nus of Norway, Sweden, and Skanc in IJH, and sent
under the command of Paul Knut son, presumably to seck
a lost and apostate G reenland colony. If M r. H olaud is
rig ht, a rescue party passed by way of th e Red River of the
N ort h in 1362 in the course of their search. The in..criprion
records t he loss of ten men in a skirmish with the Ind ians.

• "' ..nn, tlo J. C"nant i. p."t....... "f at<hi t...,t"." al U....a,d. T io i. i, • Tnurn~ "f
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• unoor 1~1~\ :\D H b T ORY T O WER OR ~lILL s
and the imperfectl y circu lar shape of the upper -rory.

T he argument is inconc lu-ive for the following re3:-011S:

I. T he early E nglish colonial masonry in Xcwport i:­
similar, and, like the wooden ..truct ures of the time , -trongly
remin iscent uf medieval work.

2. T he closes t actual para llel for the general form of
the tower is the so-called T reasury of the Cathedral of
Cant erbury. T he putative annula r aisle at X cwpcrt is
purely a the ory. suggc..red by the offsets above the picrs­
but th ese offsets arc fun ctional in th e statics of th e tower as
acrual lv built . Xo ann ular aisle is needed tu assure the
stabili ty of th e tower, becau..c of the offsets above th e piers.

J . The open lower story wou ld improve the circulation
of wind if the str ucture were built as a wind mill.

-t-. T he middle stage was probab ly reached by a retract­
able ladder, but thi s stage , with its wooden fluor, can not
seriously han been th ought of as capable of resisting a
determined att ack. T he floor was supported on timbers
ar ra nged like a number sign (#) and evidently mortised at
th e intersections. The cutting would so weaken the ti mbers
th at a support (of woodi l wou ld probabl y be requ ired
und er each intersection. This is in fact th e tim bering system
of t he Chesterton observation (Ower bu ilt by Inigo j ones,
and tran sformed into a mill about the year I ion ( .\ Ieans,
N~J:'port To-rer, figure 83, and pages 184., 185 ; sec also
pages 16 1 and 162, where this argumen t is an ticipated in
connec tion with another buildi ng).

5. .\ Jill s actually do han: fireplaces in th em in some
cases ( .\ Ieans , pages 151 , 153 l. I f the tower were built as
a mill which could serve as a lookout and provisional shel ter
in wartime, it would naturall y have a fireplace. Wal l-flues,
opening in th e face of the outside wall \ nut in chi mneys at
the top of the wall) occur in Rornancsquc Europe; th ey also
occur ill more modern mill s (;'\ Iean s, page 153 ) and an: in
fact the only p ractical flues for windmi lls, since the rotating
mechanism at th e rup of a windm ill pre\ "cnt" pro jecting
chim neys there.

6. The window frame" of the middle stage Wen: of
almo-r the same dimensions as th ose which were currentl y

used in -evcn reenth ccntu rv construction at J'l vmourh
( .\ Jeans , figure 2+ J. .

i. T he reet:sscs were moulded against wooden box-like
forms. T he present mortar surface seems T\){) fresh and flat
for 580 years of exposure. O ne of these recesses is proposed
as the au mbr-y for a supposed slab altar formerly set in and
against the: curving wall. Any possible slab would han a
mos t unconvincing shape a" an al tar . .\J ed ix val a ltars were
STUbby rectangl es in pla n as a rule.

8. Stairs led from ncar the fi repl aces to the upper stage.
At th at level the floor was suppo rt ed by two para llel timbers
near th e midd le of the circle. ,\'0 propt'r prO"l:;sif)IJ crns
1JJlldt' [or JUpporli1JK l i l t' ends oj Ir,JnJ'I.'t'rJ,' joins or plll1//..:­
inK. This raises th e que stion as to whether th ere was a full
floor- and part icula rl y a fl oor capable of supporti ng th e
piles of stones which th e upper story woul d contai n if it
were the d ef en"i\"e stage of a media-val fort ified buildi ng.
The piles of stones wou ld he unsafe, except ncar the big
parallel timber" in the middl e.

9. On the other hand , the Chester ton mill has two para l­
lel rimber-, arranged in just this way. T hey support and
star the power mechanism. T he grinding mechanism i.,. at
th e m iddl e -tage, and i.,. supported on ilO-.l:- and timbers as
woul d he the ca-c at X ewport. T he Xewporr structure
actually served a" a mill , and there are no signs indicating
allr change in the scheme of the timbering, which was suit­
ab le for a mi ll. ;\ model made at H arvard Univcr-itv some
years ago clea rly shows the un-media val character 'of the
tim bering svsrem of the tower if it is (0.> he considered as
anything- but a mill. :\ mediaval "fort ified headquarte rs"
woul d he vaulted, or would ha ve the floors laid on para llel
tim bers la id close rogcrh cr and amply supported hr th e wall.
This seems to me decisive in the matter .

I l l. E ven if the tower were built as a mill , th e uppe r
chamber might be a [ouk-out chamber. T he tower is d ocu­
mented by 1677, and it was perhaps used as n leek-our dur ­
illg King Philip 's War. It occupied t he ,,:lI11e posit ion rela­
tive to the town as the block- hon- e at Pl ym ourb-c-above,
and off th e corner uf the settlement. Several fccr of ma­
sonr y han : been removed from the top of the tower. The
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imperfectly circular plan could ht: rectified in that di st an ce,
and in any case a circula r wooden track would be built abo ve
the stone work to carry the power mechanism.

11. T he m:lSO I1 who repaired the top of the tower in 19+6
reported a brick in the th irkm -s-, of the wall, ju st below his
work. If integral , th is brick would indicate a seventeenth­
century date. Another brick, in a window j amb of th e
middle stage, is set in soft mortar, and was probably iurro­
duced during repair work. T here is a recent rumor of a
runic inscription on the tower, previously un oh-crved. T o
be convincing, such an inscriptio n would han: to be all

original hard mortar, for a stone might he reused.

12. ;\ lr. Br ig ham of Xcwport makes the interesting
suggestio n that the tower was probably a \\" . P. A. proj ect -s­
of King P hilip 's War, (june 167 5-August 16 76) . Xew­
port's old windmill blew down on August 23, 1675. Gov­
ernor Arnold, the richest man in the colon,', had a brother
who is said to have been a stone- mason.. T he Governor
could most reasonably employ the Aquidneck refugees of
1675 -76 in carrying stones for the construction of a more
solid windmill suitab le for a look-out, and capable, with in
limits, of providi ng shelter and defense. As remarked
above, the tower is first documented as of Fcbruurv 28 ,
167i.

13. If indeed as is suggested by Wi lliam Wood's ma p of
163+ and Sir E d mund Pl owden's petition fur a grant of
Xew Al bion, there was an "Old Pl ymout h" with a " rownd
stone towrc" at X c wport t pages 35, 36) we might suppo-c
that the windmi ll -building- X erhe rlande rs constructed and
aba ndoned it . T hey ea rly built windmi lls 011 M an hatt an,
and ther had a scrrlcmcnr not far frum Xcwpo rr, just to the
south-cast of Xarraga n-en Hay.

The conside rations above mentioned seem to put a burden
of proof on anyone who would make a media-va l fortress
church out of what the Xcwporters persisten tly call the
"Old Stone :\I ill". ;'\.I y objections represent a care ful con ­
sidera tion of the problem over the period of five years since
the appearance of ;'\.J r. M eans' book. :-':0 one is more COl14

scious of the medirevalisms in the rower than I, because of
my experience with media-val buildings. O n the ot he r hand

the medirevali -m s of earl v Col on ial construct ions are often
vc rj- strong , and will he better understood when :\ Ir.
Forman's admirable wor k on the earliest Virginia archi­
tecture ( now in manuscript) has been publ ished.

In my opinion ;\I r. H oland 's th esis in its gencrnl Iincs
can stand without the support of Xcwport T ower. Perhaps
t he real function of Xcwport T ower has been as a cata lyst,
to excite adventurous students and so build up a body of
knowledge about the Xorsc colonization. :\ Jr . l lolan d
builds up his Xewport background as carefull y as his
M in nesota background, and the most conserva ti ve reader
will learn interesting things fr om his work in both fields.

Book Review
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By Arthur E. W ilson

\ t WeyhoNic t 8r iJ~e there met two of thc underlying forces in Ar ner­
ican development, the anarchic individualism of Roger \\' illiams and the
strong S1Jt<: chu rch s~- Hcm of :\h>&1chusCllS. T he compromise which
was worked out in the churches grouped around the Ilrid/!;e is of an im­
portance which far transcend; the field of chu rch h isto r~" . for the i,;.ues
are those whic h have confronted evcrv stare since the dawn of historv
JnJ now 100m in ;t world-wide crisis. ' Those particularl.," who we re not

brough t up in the faiths of these earl~· chu rches should read this book to
see how the founda tions of the socict\' in wh ich thev live were b id .

Dr. " ' ilson' s the me is an ea.~' one 'to cxaggerate.;s he docs when he
SJ~-s (p. in that the church founded in Prm"iJ cnce in li2 ~ was "the
11m Congregational church in Xew England which tried to .10 all the
things ;t church shaul.:! without benefit of taution and the pn:ftig"
of an ecclesiastical establishment.' 1101' about the First Con,ii: rl'gat ional
Ch urrh of ~e\\'po r t, to t"l le only the m\l$[ obvious cxrcplion : In general,
hO\HHr. h" painu a picture which is restrained rather than over-done
anJ which .urely is one of the b<->t ever writ ten on the subjeCl of Xew
EnglanJ intdknual histnrv, Il l' mUH hare leaJ manv mote .....b than
are lisled in his bibli"graph~', for he is Iulh- aware or' the lon~ del-elop­
nwnt in which the c1.bh l-ctwccn Koger \ \"ill i,llllS ,m J the R,I,' Purirans
was an inci,knt.



:\ Congregationalist himself, Dr. wilson leans over bac kward to be
fair in his discussion of th e conflict between th e forces of unity in th e
Bav Colonv and the forces of Iibertv in Rhod e lslaud . It is nut corre ct
to "J,r that ' '' in IfNI liberty of con~icncc had been granted" in 'l.h S.1­
chnsctts (p . 30), for liherty of consci..,ncc had ne\'er lxcn Je·n icJ. and
freedom of leaching had some year s bdore herll recognized. It d id not
tale !\hss.J.chusctts thrc,," hund red yeaTS to revoke its censure of Roge r
W illiams [ p. 2 11); it was revoked during his own life t ime. T he rcla­
lions between the Bapt ists and the CongrcgJliullalisu in Colton :'\hthc r' s
day were far more cordial than is implied ( I' . 31 ) . An,1 the reason for
incorporating religious societies in Congregat ional churches was not to

giye the tax-pay ing non-church members a mice in t he selection of the
m in ister (I" 208). for these non -churchmembers alwavs had a voice
through the control of tinance, in t he pa rish or town meeting. Hut these
are minnr matters , which do not affect D r. Wilso n' s thesis. T he detail
of his Pr ovid ence history might ha ve been im proved ha d he consulted
D ex ter and Sihley for biographies of Yale and H arvard m en " ho w.,]k
his pages, or ha d he fou nd the material rel ating to the Provid ence mis­
sion among the manuscr ipt s at the :\1a5S-1ehusctu H istorical :;oeiet.I', hut
his own contribution of hithe rto unpublish ed material makes up for
wh at he has missed.

T he most important criticism of th is hook is that it is writt en for the
general reader an d docs not ma ke the ne w material readi ly available for
the use of the scholar, ~o effort is made to iJentify scores of individunls
who cross its pages. For a book which win be an important referen ce
work on the past two centuries, t he index is woefully inade'luate. It
givcs a reference to poison i\'y, which is mentioned in passing, and omits
references to a great number of individuals for whom it will be con ­
sulted. T he failur e to .en'e the source of some of t he ler}' important
Ijlw tat ions is irritat ing, and the failure to observe stlndard practice in
the usc of parentheses and brackets is (confusing. .-\ pparenlly ne ither
D r. \V ilson nor his publishers realized the perm.ment impo rt ance of this
monograph to the IChobrly world.

T he casual reader , however, will enjoy this boo k undisturbed hy such
mechanic al £..ilings. It will not he so popular as the Peep ing T om t:pe
of "hi,lory" which has sold so well of late, for it amid, mere go"ip and
hold s scandal to its proper place. D r. \\' ibon e xerc i,,-'s no ce nsors h il' . hut
with a sympathetic smile tell s of sllch things as th e church rule prociding
that members who turned up drunk at church meet ings were denied th e
right to I'ot e there, T here is indeed a good deal of solid socilll historv
in the hook, including, as well as per sonal conduct, such matt er s as
w.ncrworks J n,1 ot her essentials in th e ,lel'cl0l'lllenl of th e town of
Providence.

It is a long t ime sjnce we h'l\ 'c ;cen a hoo k wh ich so well served th e
gen eral reacler in tn esT<:,-! in the' development of dcrnocrncv, th e Rhod e
I, lander interested in the p~st of his cornmunitj • and t he ,chu].,r search ing
fo r solid case studies. c 1.1 F FOR II .... , I I t r' T O "
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James Brown's Diary (1787 - 17R9)

7'rall.,,-,.jvnl an d a1U.(J/a!t,d by C L,\RKSO:-': A. COLLl~S, JRD

(,,,,, i,, u..J frum ". 6, nn. -1-, r. 1Oi)

IJunel 78 8]
61h

. began tu move in to the ne w house IJ ohn Brown
H ouse I jlh, cimplc rely moved t \VO very hot days

8111
. coo l ~l t. 2\-I a~ n & Susan" in T ow n went to Spring
gn:Cll with }) lXt" M ason," Peck an d J. Francis, who
went to Boston same dav D oct ' ' M ason retur ned ve
101 h. i\ forn ll. · .

121h
. Raised the barr at S. Green

I Jl h, I was at Cumlcrland
I -tI ll , cool. \ \ ' ind :\.1::. 15'h. verv cool
16t h

. l-umil v dine at S. G reen witil l\r·.\-1. Benson. " I jlh.

& 18'h: f ine rairs the weath er some warm er for five
da n . has been cold & chil lv F , F rancis set ou t 181h

,

fu~ PhiIad- .
22(1. at P . Pl easan t se nt to Prov idence J. F ." M arc & Colt

then two weeks old z3d'rain -
2+1h

• ne ws of S . ha mpshircs accession to the new Consrit u­
tiun came to tovn. Bell s instan tly rung & cannon were
tired- be ing the 9'h. StateH-25'h. ram )" &: cold
we dine a large part y
Sh owerv
Fir~t of J uly wnrrn a tine Season

3~ \lr', \hry (:\-' fault ) '\"on ( l i 1 \ · 1- 9 2) "i d"" 'Jf 1J ,·nj . mi n \-I.", 'n ( I - ZS.
1- 75 ) m,reh .nl " I X, ,, por I. <;,,••In \h. " n, hrr d.," lthl . r, " " hapl i" o.!;ll T ri n ity
Ch l.lr<), Ju n, 2-1-. 1766, .nd d i,J i" S'·rl ("ml". r, lS10. \1 " on , .1~~ ~IJ &J 1'r; . il}'
(."J.Jj r,·),. p. 110 ; ,\morJ , I' ild R-.",,", , . In. p. 11-1- ; Rh"J , hl.nd .1~,ai<., ,,, J un .
17, IS 10.

:JUDe. Benj .,mi n '1.,"'n ()762.1801 ) " f :'\cwr' ''1 wa. ll, ~ , rd. q ' '' n "f IknJ"m in
.00.1 .\ l.ur ( ..\y,"01l) \l ..~n . (See :>:',t~ 1S.) II ~ , lud i<d m"d,ci n ~ wit h IJ, . ]. ,,, ,,
S ~nlrr .nd in L"nd"n. II . n""i ,d :'\ "Hn, b~r~, liSS, \ h r,, ",el Ch ,lll1plin, o.! .lUjtht rr
.. f Cltt ;" " r hn . 0 " t IL.· d<"d of Dr. S<nl rr in Ii ')') D r. \1.1< 01' , u<<<e ,j,'d him "'
I) i" ,<l" r , n d l ' ll r V~)· " r ·( ; e " c ", 1 of th , \ I il tl ;" .. 11" ' r il.,1 " f Kh" d. 1.1." .1. \I ", ,, n,
.i ~ ~dl, of r ,i"j,." r:/wr(·h, p. 212 .

Ill \ l"'t;" R.." , ..." (1--1-[ .1\11 ) ,,, ,, ..f W ill i"m .no.! ... . ~ '" . ((' ar ,l;n..,) R(" ~ ,,-, n

.n d hr"lh n " f (; . " , jt, Ren . ~ " l h ~ p '''t n ~r (" :>: ich ,,j ,,, 11 " ", n , w ,", lIO , w pnr l m rr ­
ci""'1 c np,,~o.! in lh < ,'oi" ' :ln l" ,d,', ,\ , "n~ l i m~ h~ W, l< ",," "rr,, '" "I (; ""'~," , "

i, I." ,,1 o ll l h~ Afr;< .,n co", l. Ie m.",i ,·d .,,"nm' Cnd dinj11" n, d;", ...-I 'le, "j l'"rl. J "h n
;.~J \1."" ( W .Ill' "n) C"dd itl;t" ". W. I' . C,,, ,; ,,,,,, rh~ fi", .<& ~ f,,,,,iI,, oj .\'e«'p,,' f
(:>:. Yo , IS~2) p- t s, I'!.

tl TI". l',,,,·i d~n.·e G"' '''h' ,'l,,,,, jtl)' Ft-J e" li,1 in "," hl"k. rer '''l<'d Ju n, 28: "The
J"." "j 'h e l"" rl ~ hn, .' ""II. i k~ • 111.".., c.olch inF I, ..m 11" .", I" I1 r~." I , lill it per­
,·."h·d IIL < " h,, [,· T .." n . ..-'oll he Rell . " rr~ ' ct " ,i" j1i n" . no.! ," nt;", .. ,1 th,· j,, ) f,, 1
I' ...d, " ill. helt , h" Tt I "l",m i ~,,, no lh'''''Fh 'h e I)".' - ..\l T " ..!I · ~ o'('I", k , S..d"te
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lJulr l
5th T he :lCC' of \ 'irginia 's accession to the new consti tution

came to T own &: :'\J'" M ason &: Susan fr om th is t tl

the I (I.h. vcr), hot weat he r. air unusual mol... t &: Foggy
frequen t

IO,h. carne to P ' P leasant with .:\1" " M ason 1i.\1. &: H Bro wn
I l ' h to :'\cwnurr
12 IJ Ii 14 t ~ . at :'\ cwport , very hot , re turned I y h. to l":

Pl easant
16th . (0 Provid ence 18, h

. 19 t
h- &: 211' 1L wind X. E . &: calms

-the ground very dry &: du-ty 2 1" - sma ll showers
22,1 :\ Iorn lf Rain 2Y' went to Xorton with .-\. &: H.

Bowcn '~ &: :'\1' \ \"ard u

24 th rcturn 'd , 2 5th
. M om " ve ry windy ,"cry hot too

29 th the ace" of X . York 's accession to th e ne w Con st itut ion
arri ved in tow n. Colors hoi-t ed and every D cmon -t ra ­
t ion o f joy

.... ll,rd ~y thc l 'n ilrd Tuin "j .-\rtillny on FE DERAL HILL in H,m""" of thc
SUI ..... hi<h h~d .d"pICd ,h {~"n.litution."

~I i .. "'u..n Lu , .. ,i t... ;n hn nu", "'Thc .. holc '''''n h.. b<nl ,c;"i<in/:. '\"c
p~'I.....k ol lhc ,cncral j",.•nd h.H bc-ooo h..,d" cntc,t~inrd .. p ~I Ih~ C" lIe, e I>y th
p,ool "I .he ",udeolO ,f"'e "llhe;, j"•. Th..,. m.r<~d I"" ".' Ihree I' ""od I~e
" ....n .. ith drum•• d..le. ~nd ,.i,,'io•• u,h "ne <~ffr,n, . he d,lfncnt I>uo<h 1 ~Jo.<,~

.I"di... in tJo. ei, h.nd....'me .. ,th ,I,ob.-.....mc .. " h m.p' .nd oomc ."th I..,e 1"1.,, ••

T he ......1 F".. ,lh oj Jul,· Fe' l i,,1 .. ~. m.dc thc o« ..i"n f", celd....!n~ Ihe .d"p.
ti" n "f Ihc ( ·" n. t; tut i" n ~)- ninc ,utc•• Ihe numbe, ne, ..... .,. 10 put , t ,n l" crf~l.

Atlc , ,cli,fi"u. (e'cn",ni... in th R. pl iot \l ....tin,f II ,,,,.. ~nd • I,iump~.n t p',",c.""n
I" Ihc '"'-cderal 1· I. in" • dioner ,,,,,,illin, .. f " .ncn .nd • mult, lu"e 01 h.n".
"'ith "ioe .nd punch t" ....h Ihcm d""n. " p,ead on • "T.bl" up......d •. " j >
T h..uund . '....t in 1.<'" " h , Ihe .. h"le '''erop,ud i'h. C." " p,· n t C~nu•." .r"e ,,'
•i. Ih""..nd r<,..m' ..e eotim ... d ,,, hH. l>c<-n p,ctcn t, .n >m"int: li,..,e "n<e Ihe
P"Ful .. i" n "Il',,,,idcn'e in 1 ~ '1(l " . , 6.I~O.

R. in d",in, Ihc F'''< .... i"n 'prn.. n"t '" hH. d.mpened thc 'ri ,ito "f th ,cl ..­
hrant •. \I " ' e th ,n t. n in" h""e'",. ,,·at ,hc p, ... en,c "f • I..t:" n"",be, "I ~ '''' '' , I

.nti. Fed...li.'" "h" h.d ,"n'e in Ito", t be c" .. nt,,..i" .. du,inl' ,he nil'h t ."d ...embled
nra, ,he ,,, ..,in, ""'n in'"", "n p'Ol ..ntinl' . n,· cde~,..i"n o ( th .. f cdc..l',"· ."',.....
A <"",mill". " I p,,,,,,i,,enl ,iti"n. Illet "i,h , h. i, I"d.rt .nd . , eerd t" ",:,p the
• nn""n",d , ,,..t "T" the ~ i n .. ..., in fn-h' "I "nc " To thc D. y." .lte, .. I",·h the
fe"i,'i ti" "e« p..,miu..J , ,, ,,,,, t i,,,, 1'" " i,I..,,« C"utU, J ul)" 12. l ~~ ~ ,

l ~ J' ,... i~I~' Atlll . " J Ild .y (t:Jj..~e,h) !l ,," . n , d.ul'n ' .... "f !J, . f. plrr "im ,md
I.r J i. (:'>' . " ned 1l.." ..".

l :l Of , I...... , ..,.1 "'.."' ~.... "I Ill.. W ", J h mil)' "h" nUl' havc bee" in lt·,,, I,·J b~' ,hi.
"fe",,,' .. , tll<' " "..I Iikdy " pp..... ,<> f,;: I lrm )' w,,,,, (I i .12· 1797} ...".h' (; " ,," ~1," ~'

Ri, h",,1 W. rd . I r,· ".tI S..nd."y 0' S,.". '''' Rh"J (" 1, I. nd f,,,,,, 1: 60 t,~ I I I,.

nrher p".. ibil i, i... ,It. hi. c.""in Iti, h.ord W ...d ( li 64.I SO ~) "h" n,... " ..d . :I" "bd lo .
d"u"h'er"l J"'crh 1I, ,," n , h' } ,h" W ." J n -62-IS2J.l " flO m.H,i ..J Ild ' Y fl ,, ~ ,' "

" I ~" '" 42. T h.·" ..,d t l,,"ir ,Ii.tinll'"i,f,.d f" ..th ... C"I . ....m",1 W ..d. "h" h.J .. lI ..J
f", Chi,,. i" rh.. (;" .. ,,,1 1\ '" , lti Nl to N (s...• ~ ," (" 1). " er e the 'h'" "I ( ;" "et n",
S.m"d .",J ,'un. ( It",·) W.. J. J " hn W..d,.f. ,Iln"?,, .!.!-i.·~I ..I.".I••• ,1 .,,,.,,.,1
11'" •./ ..• "itlt" (i••,,,I.,\.j fit,· II' " ..{ fJ ", ih ( ~. , . , l~ ,) p. 16, I .

24- ' 1t, --,
30t h,

3 1

'0 KIIOIH: I~L\~D H b TORY J\:\n::- IH{()W :'\ '~ ll\. \RY I I

3 1 rm- Father taken ill with th e bilious C holick . Soun
I . Osri " "" , I I .<lx' ttc r -nquctrc came. () n)\

[ A ug ust 1
I'" "en' warm 2,1at the T ea pa rry with :'\J '" Binney ~

L e; r and Or siqucrrc C hief of th e O ne id:l l ndian-,•.,
J'I. war m & cal m all day. write to J. & A. Francis
4- ' h. O ct iq ucrte .....ail s for X . York "
5 t h. I set out u n a party to P r udence with some C cnrl emcn

-had a rille time , ve ry hot. Stopt one nigh t at P "
Pl easant & go t hom e yCR,It·

9. 10, I I, 12'h very coo l for the Season Ii " ery d ry -
I J t lt. , 14-, 15'h. sti l l dry & warmer

161h
, rain in plenty wind X . E .

17' h. so me rain . x , E . & coo l
18 Ii 19' h. more rai n. th e ground IS well wet . went to see

:'\1 ' Fl agg with :,\ 1" Binney &: Lear. "ery high wind
2.r l. tu Isic I i, n~ry tine g row ing weather .:'t l ' · Binney &.

Lear sail for :\. York
at P' Pleasant with Col ' Peck
re t urn . ram
a "en' beavv ram
J. & .~ . Fra~ci .. return hom e

(10 be (0111;11111',1)

H O" iqu<1'e " lu\cri,,~ ",mr.ni"" ,,( \Ii" I.'" in the c" ..h f,.. ", R,,, ' ,,n 10
" , ,,, iJ ..,,<e. She " t ~ ..I .um.... h.t di.plu ...d. t hHin~ ,,, ,id .. "i,h ." I ndi. n.
.-\' D<,dh . ", "h..... the pHI)' "'ukf",..d h.. b,,,ke ,10 .. icc b)' c"t ..,t .ininl' llonn "';Ih
",c'c,.II"n... "n hi. Cl ar illcl : ' "'lor "~'n di" .. , .....1 ,h.t he "a', mh.t unc"mlll"n
• " h.,-in" !><-en ed",""'d in . ... " ... h,· l. . f" TIl .. , T h,....~h"u' the j"urn.~· he
." i" ..<1 h" ",mp."ium "ilh .t",;n ", hi, lit< '~'h.d ."J .Ill""~ th,· O ". ,d,..
.nd .1 <,.,10 ,t"p t,c., ..d thcm I" • OI'"n.d<,.

T h., .I 'e,n,,"" , he " 1',;"",'" .. \I i.. I .... , "II, him. c"",. t" dine ., "' i<h" b ,
" , ,,,, n· , . A ",iki", fi~u,,' ill hi. ~"Id "i",,,,..d .,,,1,, ,.".•" he hn<r .I'.in ",.d...
~rc"t imp i"n. A ft ... Ji"" ... . , ,hr rrq'''''' "f \ fr , .I1, ,," n , hc d"'\<rJ • "",Il~h"

"i,h \-j i.. I. ".1 "'rrine,1 ,hr ''''''r.''',· " irh." On .." l. ".or ".."C. I " thc c, ..,,,nl'
,I,.·,· A'h-"d ,-J > d."H.t 'I t. Ii , ifli, h' . , "10,·,, ",I,,· ,,,,,,,, "'I' I'<"y much ",,"d"d ••
'he;' ),." h..",d tbc I' , i" ... "., ,,, helh"e ."d ""·,)'b"J)·"",, "",; "u. ,,, .... hin, hnr."

~ ~, \ Ii" I., ;" ' ell . '"~ Ih ;II " ,I,,· '1',.• 1" " ' )'" "," A "c..k l)· ,tl.,it. " Th.. inh.bi r;", ,;
" f th i. pLo,,-," . Ior ",i tfO, "I< .. "."t " I ",,,,..th i,,,, h..' k ' ....."'hh· h1\« a " ....k at •
\I t. T " ,·..d)", ;,r.-'ut , ",i l... f,,, ,,, '''''''' "I,,·,,· "n .·"",,,.i,,,,,,',,, i. p,,,,iJ"J by ." b.
."i r' ;"" .. pen , ,, ;,11 ,he pc"p l., "f <I..,.,,,,, i" ,h., pl.''''''

<t i In h,·, e" t,,· I". J L1I)' 2 ' fi.. I...", ",id, " II .. 'q".." ,....y ",,,,h th.u hc i. "bli,lt..J
t" I..HC .0 ",,,n. If e ..p h.. ",., ... 'pcnl hi, Ii",,· 'h h.p pily. r"<i....d I .1",,', "hn,~..,
,,,e,I,.. J."i... "f ,Ioi. pl., ...orc.1I in I", .. ,,;,10 hi,,, .".1 at.' ."i,in" "h" ,h.1l p.}' h,m
lhe Ill'''' .u trn ri""."



~ j , mr, ' \ ' ;rlb « ( l~l l.l ~1I11 ~"lrrr,l lhr R", '.rI :-;", y " " n,iJ.h 'plJl,'" in l~"h

an,I "", r "'''''' I(".! l<' li'Hk,," nl in 1- ; , "",I I .. ,,,n,,n.mel,·r in 1~(,~. II ~ l,,,.k «,!JI ­
",and "I I h~ R u ,~ ,n :'>; " "" ,,,h<"l. 17~1, r lr\'J"n IIJ.. nl h. " ttn ,'ll "' " in ~ hi. (.. pt.ril1(}'.
Sllb""I'"'''' I" hi, d,pu I,," It"", Rh..d,· Iol.," d in 1 7 ~(, h~ "" ...- i,," Ih.. ni, .,' ~""

.t,ip Ex!, ,,i ,,,,.,,I . Th~ f"I1.."i,,~ ."~'" 11 ~ " , . k ni ~!" ~d ,,,, ,I in 1' 7 ~ .~... ~d " ilh
1/,," , '••,/",.Ir"" "hidJ f" l1"""d Ih.. .·,~neh ~<I'I r" :'>; ,""p " , " In ...,'p' emh.., 1- - S
W.Jl h. ~ had rho "" ' !MI,,,,, I" ' " " in I" d' E".,in,'. ~'TI"~ ' ,,,.,, ,, ;,h ,,,,.I ".J> ,ar·
l"r..J. f " " n.! h!A rnd t·" h".J (""rl·"'.rtli.JI, h~ " .r> rr""\o 'h'd I .. Ih.. '''n lr,,;rIlJ "llh~

-""" ' u.- h, ;r ,i . h -i"ur ~"" .hip, in \1. IIeh, I- ~II. ,UJ<i I.rr,·, in rh,· .'~;r, I" II,~

It """" . a ",,,",, ,,'·1 ..''', "hieh l,,,,k r"'l ill 1t".I" ... •• ur,",l il'"'' 10 ' !I". W,·" I" J i,' , .
W .> l1•• ~ " , . nuJ~ It~ .rr "\d,,,i,.rI in 1-"4. \ ' i" , .\.I",i ..1 in 1-'/; • .>"d .\Jrni,.] '"

I ~OI. 1""y~.".l>rf,,,.. hi. dt·.lh. lh'-',un,,', "I \."00.1 HJUI",pA,"

l ..:l ' l F riday ;In,l Saturda~· all the cannon hclonging ( 0 Fort lr,'o rge.
CX'-"F( of . were carried to Providence. with the ..h"l, &c. from whence
thc v rna,' h., eJ5ih convevcd into the rountrcv In mcel the Indi ans and
Ca ~ad i a~ s with ,~'hi"h Ihe mlonil"i are Ih r"aicn d .

T h" Torv faction in thi, lown , the N:,I(innin,l( "r 1eI'1 week grinn 'd
horrible J gJ;;\ly smilc m d I'rul'hl·~i,·,l lhere w" uld be hill:h fu" by -"atur­
,b~' night • however 11l".,' hal" I",,,n some how JIl,,,1 5hocLingl~' dis­
.Ippn in lcd. a' "tis hope d lhl')" a l wa~~ will hc.

Yc, tchb .,- the Rose man of war uri"",1 h,·r,·. from ~"II' Lo ndun, .md
andlOrcJ between the nurth l'lhl or (" ~ I I - i ,lJ n .1 an,l thi, island.

her 5, 177-1-, when Captain J ames Wallace" in the R ose, a
frigate of twenty gUllS and ca rrying a crew uf one hundred
thirty men, d ropped anchor in Xcwpcrt harbor. W allace's
initia l visit was not a long o ne. T he X cwport IHermr.\' of
November 1-1- told it.. renders that the R ose was preparin g
to sai l, ..orne ..aid for X cw London, while ot hers main­
tained " for home, with , 'cry afflict ing news to Lord X orth,
viz. T hat the Canad ians will nut join Gen. Gage in the
mini..terial pla n of en-laving or ma--acrcing their Pro tes­
tant Xeig bbors." The following day th e R ose left Xew­
port for a visit to Xew London and :I cruise in Long Island
Sound.

D uring Walluce's absence rumo rs of intended British
action" tilled t he ear- uf Xewport , Patriot and T ory alike.
Chid among these was a purported plan to seize th e guns
of the fort on Goat Island in Xcwport H arbor. Alarmed
at the possibil ity, t he Rh ud e Island authori ties in P rovi­
dence took forceful action. \ 'e~~c1 ~ were despatched to
X ewport, and with the aid of volunteers from t he town the
guns were put on hoard and car ried up the Bay. T he
.\Jermry of Xlcndav, December 12, 1774-, carrie- the fol ­
lowing report of the coup:

The Patrol of Narragansett Bay ( 177+-7 6)
hy II. :'\ 1. S. R ose, Captain j ame-, Wallace

f.tf r"" /fJ J''; trJ'I!<'riJ,,,,{ t}' " ". G. R" U .KtK*
II', ;" "., J''; ",,,,',I.. I,,,{ j,y C I,\KK" " .\ . Cn. ,11", 3.',{

For many rear~ the city of Boston had been in the bad
graces of the l'ar fiamenr. The Boston T ea Party wa- , the
final straw, which bro ug ht about re taliation and puni sh­
ment hy the IKl~":lge of th e Bo...ton Port Act. closing th e
harbo r to commerce and transferring the g overnment to
Salem. T he news reached Ho...ton, :'\lay 10, 1, 7-1- . Vice
Admiral Samuel Grave , ' was already at -ca un his way to
super vise its enforcement and to take com mand of the
Hriti..h naval forces on the Atlantic cca-t ; hi, fl ag- hip
P U JIOll d ropped anchor in the blockaded harbor Oil the
last day of J une.

011 gu ard Crave... found Rear Admiral Monragu with
six ~hip.. and three schoone r- "stationed in ..uch a manner,"
he reported , " that th is Port is efiecrually blocked up. "
Diversion of these vc-sel s to 8 0...(On had left the Xew
Eng land coa-t unwatched. " Rhode Island and Connccti­
cur place... notorious for Smugling arc at present entirely
unguarded," Graves wro te to the Adm iralt y carly in
Augu st. l Ie advised the purchase of "three or four good
~ I a rhle Head Schooners" ro help plug: the leaks through
which supplies were reaching the people of Hoston .

T he entrance to Xarraganserr Bay was left unobserved,
except fur occa...iona l vi ...it~ hy c-ui..iug vesse ls, until Xovcm-

• Fr"", .\dmi ..l '; ,"'''J d 1: r.J\ ~' " r<r,,'h I" tl, ~ .-\J m i, ~ II " . .{ .f,~ i, ~II " , 1, 4~ :; ;

I, ."" ", ir h in the I.; hu , ~' " I l',, !\ ~ ,~... \1" .ll,nl i" " " ,'; .; , lJ,J I" llli. r"',i""' ly
""u.~.! ",,'leti,] h,' ..\I1,·n h ",,, h, ,,,,, b.. , .. i 1'h.. n" 1 1'0' "f ,~, ,i"i<"'~~ R~, ·o lu ·

li,,~ ( It'''I'''') 14 l4 .

15''''''''' 1 (;t ;l\ '" (1 ~ 11. 1 · ~~] b<'<,J "' ~ " " ,·ulen.>'1t in ,h ~ lI, il i. h fl,Il " in 171'1.
It, 1-711 10 ,· h"d ,i"',, I.. 11\0" T""k ,>I l i..··;rJ rninl. ,'\' c" mlll.' flJe,· in..h 'd " " t il<"
:,>;",1 " :\"1<'ri,. ,n . I,'l i"" h~ " ," h,,,nrnt·<! h,' I....k " f ", ,,.-1 i"'l,ml """ .",, 1 .,n
,,,,,d"'l',,'lr' f" ,a . \l.,,j,o • "'"p",,,.,, b,' II\<" ""ilL ' lin~ 1l" " ""' IJ' ~'U . IH" " • • "ilh·
,Jr."" in 1."".,,,. I- ~f" ~" < h ,, , ~ ," ",'r,' br"",h , "Il'"i"" him. h""~I~r, M,d in
l· - ~ h ~ "'." "h',II,,'~J I ....\ dm;, ,,] ,, ! .h~ Ill" .·, .>"J in 1' ~~ n",J,' .-\dmi", I ,,1 Ihr
Wh' Io·. / J,d;. o",,' ~f ,\'"';,,o,d Hi"f,.pl",.

I'.\TRO L O F :" .\RR..\Gt\:"SETr R.-\Y IJ
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If Wal lace had orders to remove the cannon, he had
been forestalled at th e last moment. T he onl v course left
him was to protest ineffective ly to the impotent governor,
j oseph Wanton. T he dar aft er his ar rival , December 12,
1774, he wrote to Grave s reporting on the recen t hap­
pemngs :

Yesterd ay I arr-ived in this port, with llis Ma j esty's ship under my
command, from :" ew London , 011 a cruise, of which I had the honor to
acquaint you, the 11th instant .

Since my absence from this place, [ find the inh abirauts [thcv sa;. here
of Provid ence ] have seized upon the K ing '~ cannon that was upon Fort
Island , consisting uf six twenty-four pounders, eigh teen cigbtccn­
pounders, fourteen li,\-pounders and six tour-pou nders (the latter, thcv
say, forme rly belunged to a pro"ince Iluop the~ had here ), and conveyed
them to Provid ence.

.'\ pn ....eJure so extraordinary, caused me tu wait upun the C ove m or,
[J ' l«C ph Wa nton I t" inquire of him, fur ."our inform .lti"n. wh~' such
a step had been taken . H e \'Cry franklv told me, they had dune it 10

pr"I'"nt their falling into the hands of the King, or my of his ",rI"Jnu;
and that they meant to make usc of them , to defend themselves against
an~' power that shall o ffer 10 molest the m.

I then men tioned, if. in the course of carr~'ing on the King ';; sen' ice
here, I should ask assist.rncc, whether I might expect JIl~' from him. or
Jny others in the government .

li e answered , as to himself, he had no power; Jnd in respect to .lIlY
other pJ rt uf the government I should meet with nuthing but opposition
and difficult.". So much from G overnor w anton.

T hen I en deavored to get the best inforlll:ltion uf whJt ther were at,
fro m all "Il1.trters, an d enclosed I send it to ." Oll • •--\ mong some uf their
votes, rOll w ill find ther intend to procllre powder and ball and rnilirarv
stores uf all kinJ s, whenever they can get them.

Now. Sir. I submi t to your Consicicrarion, as there are three large
and disr.mr Chancls to Provid ence the place the most probable they
will attempt to land them whether the assistance of some smaller \"essels
wuuld not he ne\'es.-'Jr.'· in order to prel'cllI them. \ \ ' hat rnu be dune by
the R csr shall not be neglected.

IJ' W allace

T hat life on his new station was not to be without Its
moments of excitement Wal lace was soon to learn. Xew­
port was tillcd with angry mur mur ings against the presence
of the British frigat e and her men. T hree days after the
retu rn of the R ose the spark of violence burs t into fl ame,
fanned no doubt br liberal amounts of good Rhode Isla nd
rum , Wul luce's report to G raves belitt led the inciden t in

P..\TROL 0 1" K\RRAGA:\SETT HAY

a mann er becoming to a figh ting man, but his letter of
p rotest to Governor Wanton shows that he fully real ized
that matt ers had reached a point where a choice must he
made between "War or Peace."

Rose. Newpor t H arbour, Rhod e
Island l Sth December 1774 .

IT o Admir al G ral"Cs]
Sir

I thin k mr Intell igence howe\'er trifling, relat ing to the K ing's Service,
pro pe r fur rour I nformat ion. which is an Apology for the folJowing,­
La st ;"' ighl I was sitting at i1.1r . ROllles;l with some Gentlemen of the
T own of N ew po rt , when a M an carne into the H OUle and said there was
a !\I" b raising with an Intent to tar r and feather the Captain of the '- ta n
of \V ar, and the :\!I n of the H ouse :-I thought it best to he on mv
G uard and order mv Pinnace and C utl er :\I ann'd and Amun 'd to atten:l
me, dctcnnin'd to 'dden,l 1\1yself like an O ffi cer and an Engl i ~ hman ;
About half an H ou r after, We had Intelligence the '- l ob was up, and
had bro ke th" C usturn- H ouse Win dows and en tered two or th ree G en tle­
mens H ouses an d done some da mage; I waited six Hours expecting thei r
Att ack w ith about E ighteen of our People. but in all probability thcj- got
Intell igence, 't was likely they would earn their T r iump h de arer than
they chose, they did not attack Us ; .--\s I d id not mean to he Jlarrned at
trifles or idle Repor ts, this \ t urn ing I w rote a Le{{er to the G overnor
( and incJnscJ is the Cop." ) and sent it by the L ieutenant ; he has ret urn ed
no wr it ten Answer, hut told the L ieutenan t he W .1> well a>lSured they
did mean to insult me, that he would be glad to give any Assistance, hut
WJS af raid of an Att ack H imself fro m the People of Providence, sccm'd
10 think the Town was not safe for th" King's Suhjects; such Sir is the
SitUJtiun of the King 's Ship here, the O /ncers, Boars, and !\-l en likclv to
he seized upon whenever they see a convenient 0 ppnrtun itr ;- I scut
\ l r. Lewis the Purser w ith a Packet dated the 12th ln st wh ich I suppose
you have r<:c"il'ed.

I am
&,
jamcs \\"al1ace

[T he inclosed copy]
H is .\1aj est.' ·'s Shir Rose, X cwpon
H arb our, Rhod e Island the I ; th Dece m" 1ii 4

[To G " l'C rnor \\"antnn I
Upon the fai th of the general Laws of St.... iety, and imagining i1.1:I'l;elf

in the King 's Domin ions, I Ycsu-rdav did " -," >e li the Pleasu re to spend
the F n 'n ing with some G entlemen of ."our T own, when to Illy great
Surprizo I was informed that some of rOllr 1' <'01'1<- intended to attack

3 (;~"r/tr R." nr . a R, it" h nwr,h.mt, elm,' 1<, :-.' '' ' ' p" " in t ';61 a. a/t~nl (", 'hr
I." nd" " iirm "f lI " r~ i " , .l.· tl a ler . ti c •.,,,eeded to the .-xt..n.i" (·.t.ll" ,,( l kn'r
Co ll in. Aher th, · !.lur,', (.1;1." •• And thereAft.r rb.•·'·.J " r",,"rm'nt r,ut in tl,,· bu';·
"""' ."d ,,,,·;.1 I,f,' "f :" "" p"rt .nd :" Arr ,l/t.l n,, ·((.
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anJ insult me; Conscious 10 .\I n d f. I never ll:",ne.am C.aus.;, of O ffence
10 anv Pen o n, and that it must "0., mv OlTice thcv mean to imuh I there­
fore think it m~' JUI~· (0 enquire of You, whe;hcT. it is War or Peace.
or whe ther I can hlle the Counrcmnce and Protection of You ...oJ the:
L:..vs, u mv behaviour anJ Character cnrirlc me to. I h... vc the: Honor
10 be with irc.at rcspcr t .

Your mO~1 humble and musl
O bnl i" 11 1 Scrv.mt

(;lIlles wathcc

Through out the winter Wallace remained at Newport,
receiving a re inforcement of the fou rteen g un sloop SU: 111J

with a crew of one hund red men commanded or Capt .
J ames Ayscough, which reached Xewport, J anuary 18,
1775. Unde r threat of the guns of the men -of-war the
town permitted Christopher Champlin , "Agent Victualler
of his ~hj~ty's ships at Xcwport,:" to supply the vessels
with bed, beer , and the other necessaries of life. The town
in turn was not molested , and Wallace con fi ned his activi­
ties to keeping a careful watch on snipping that ente red and
left the Bay. Some account of his doings can be found ill
t he pages of th e M ercury , In the issue of December 19
we read: "The peopl e of the Rose frigat e, in this harbour,
arc very dili gent in searching every vessel, boat, &c. going
up the river from this town." T he issue of February 13
car ries an account of a Nantucket sloop which was fired on
by one of the Sscan's boats. T he sloop drew alongside of
the S':I:all, and her master " informed Capt, Ayscough of the
behaviour o f his office r, who, according to custom, laid the
blame on his officer, and took no further notice of the
matter,"

As an addition to W allace's forces Craves sent him the
schooner I tote, commanded hy Lt. Dawson. Graves re­
ported to the Ad miralty on February 20, 1775, that she
left Boston I Icccmber 25 with orders to "look into Swansea

.\m" n, I b ~ purl"in~d " 1I"l<hin,,,n L~l1 ~"" .~nl I" ..\ ",~r i.. by th. f ranklin "a'
a 1 ~!lN ",ill~n by R"m~ in " hieb h~ a' heked 10",10 ,h ~ ,,,I,,"i.,, ,t1,d , h ~i r ....I~m
of If,,vcrn menl an d " · ,,,,~d An'erieo, ". I 'Jfbul~"" de" """''' I.., UT\lf,;lldul wn,i~."I . "
Publi, ,, i,,n "I ,hi. letter uhipped up p""i" li, i t,, }, .,,,in'l hint • •"d in O<f"b." , li i ~,

h~ " ". ",r" '.d and b,,,,,,hl bd'lT~ 110. ( :, · ,, ~, .d A..~mblv I" aT\'''''' ,h..,e. b..~d
On Ib ~ Of .lemenU ht haJ n,.d~. L"I~ r R" ",~ ~..." p~d un l>ua,J Ihe R.J< anJ "'l","~d

' " [ n, l. nJ . Wilki,.. t ·pJ ih ••i lIisr.,y .j f~" fpi",.",,1 (:J.~",1t it< "'''''''x''aUIt
(8<>,I"n. I'm", v. 2. p. is.91 ; Loren, ,, Sabi"~. Ni.x,,,pltic.I,' • ..,,II....J 1.• y"lilts
.j rlt~ .foo.... j..a R....·.l.ti." (1\. .. 1,," . IMf>+ J v. ~. p. ~r.

~ \'ol "n,~ J "j Ihe ClI.J",pl;.. 1'''1'<''' i" ,hf' Rhod~ hbnd lI i' lo riu l ......i~,y <on_
I.in. man".ripl mal~r;al ,da';", '0 Ihe ,i,'"allin, .. f Hri,i.h , ...d. al ~~" po"

bri .. cno liM ."J I·· ....

•

.'

in this Province and upon not finding there any illicit
T raders or Vessels with Arms and Ammunition contrary
to Law, to proceed to R hode Is land and put him-e lf under
the Command of Captain Wallace of the Rose who had
my di rections to employ the I lope in guard ing one of th e
Passages to the T own of Providence." L t. Dawson, now­
ever, was d riven off his course by a storm and forced to put
in at Berm uda . O nlv his tende r, a small schooner, reached
Newport; and for the time being Wall ace was deprived
of a much needed reinforcement .

(10 be continued}

X ews - X otes
T he Oc tober iseue of the S r.. Eng/,m' J/ iu 'Jri<Jl .m' Grnrd/ogu#l

Rrg;ut'J' con tains the first installment of " The :\hnchestn hmil~' of
Rhod e Island," bv Alden C. anJ Rit.l C. :\hncheHcr. .-kcorJing to J
~Wcmen! in the fi'ut paragraph the uticle {the pJ rh of which will .lpf'\'a r
in oucceeJing i.,ues ) is the first mempt 10 publish J definitive .\h n­
chester gencJlogy JnJ will cover the first rive gcnerations.

W. Phoenix Belknap, .-\ .1.:\ .• has written in the Art BI,lln ;'I . ~er tcm­
ber , 1<)4.i , L 29. :-':0..1. r. 201 -207 . an in tcrcsling article "Th ... lndcntitv
of Robert Feke."

lion. Jnh n :-':i l'h"las Brown was elected to membership in the Amcri­
can Antiqu arinn NK'iety at its ann ual meet ing in Dc tc ber, l l}~ i .

From the eSlate of the h ie Professor Robert F. C hambers the Society
has rcccived ~ collection of stamped ~nd stampless covers of RhnJ e Island ,
,\ slOr~' of these Co\"crs appeared in the SUfI'J)' } vurnJl Dec ember ; .
"Hi.

In spite of inclement " ..... rher more th~n one hunJreJ fift~· people en ­
jo~ ... J the col<>reJ slide lecture on "K enmore . the home of Fielding and
Betl~· ( W~shinglon) Le wis," b~' :\1r5. Fu ncis B. C rownin -hie ld at the
Suciely', meeting on Xovember 2 ~.

.-\mong the orKJni:r..atiom usin,ll th", fJ... i1ities of John Brown H ouse Jur­
ing the late f~lI ~nJ winter arc Rhod e IsbnJ Soci;t) Studies .\ssoci;ttion.
Contemporuy .\lfJirs Club. Rhod e Island Simmon, College Club, Provi­
denee Lc~guc of WOOlen r ote rs, Beacon Pole H ill C hapter (I>. .-\. R.) •
.\l lJnJ ar .\lorn inK :\lu . ical C lub, J un io r League Prorisiunals. A, usual
the Roger \\' illiams Family Associarion, ~<II:i~t~" of Colonial D~mes .

~on , of the .-\merican Rcrolu rion , Rhode Island ~' K i e t'· of thc C i ll e i nn ~ ti .

;Uh{ Socicly of .\1Jy tllJ\\er DeKcn,lants use the Ho~se for thei r stated
meetings.

T he Director recently .tJJres....,J rh... T homa; Smith Wehb Cha pter.
F . anJ .-\. \1.. at the Wannamoi u Countn' Club. In :'\o"embo.:r he re~J

a raper at ~ ml'Cting of the .-\meri n I' h i l<~,rh ica l Socict~" in l 'h ibJdph i~
on " The l" r~n k l i n -CJ ty {~reene C..rre.,,,,n,lencc." C. I'. ' I.



these cities . through various fraternal, reli gious, and politi­
cal organiza tions , coalesced into a general movement ,
thereby imparting new confidence and strength to the loca l
com munities. In 1829, W il liam Llo yd Garrison settled in
Boston and bega n his agi ta tion fur the cause of the free
Xcgro as wel l as the slnvc. Situated so near P rovidence,
Garrison soon exerted strong intiuen cc within the budding
local society. tiring it with increased self-consciousness and
en th usiasm. T hese two extramural stimulants were supple­
mented by the presence in Providence of a strong humani­
tarian spiri t which long had animated certain white groups,
particularly the O unkcrs. In IIUJ , at the behest of Gar­
rison, this spirit was crystallized into a militant ant i-s lavery
society, which became a staunch supporter of X egro welfare.
Perhaps most siguitican t of all the forces generating the
energy behind the Xeg ro's struggle to wards self-respect .
however , was the growing moveme nt of democratization
which pervaded all regions and elements in the U nit ed
States after 1820 - a movement which in Rhode Islan d
erupted into the Dorr \ \ 'ar and hel ped to raise the lot of a ll
submerged classes. T he crea tion of a P rovid ence colored
comm unit y bet ween 1820 and 184- 2 was simpl y a small
manifestation of a development national in scOpt:.

T he Xegro popu lation of Providence exhibi ted a number
of peculi ar characteristics which at the outse t were to shape
its course, T houg h in Xew E ng land its size was second on ly
to Boston's. fewer th an one th ousand lived in th e town in
1820. M oreove r, its rat e of increase was negligible, as only
thirteen hundred called Providence home in 18-1-0. A sec­
ond characteristic was the homogeneit y of its origins. ~ I ol't

X egroes were desceuduu ts of slaves brought to Rhod e
Island in th e colonia l period . T hu s, names prominent in
white society, such as Hrow» , Fenner , I Iaznrd , Congdon,
and El d ridge also ap pear frcq ucnrly as Xcgro surn ames .
App arently because Roston in N ew Engl and was th e mag net
attracting the escaping Southern slave , ccm puratively few
fugitives settled in Provid ence. In 1860 only three hun­
dred of a tota l of fifreeu hu nd red were Southern horn.
A third vira l peculiarity was th e d istribution of the popu la­
tion wit hin th e town. I n 1821l :t majority lived as ser-vant-

The Providence Negro Community ,
1820- 18+2

by j l ' I.I .\ S R ,\\I \ I E L K .... ,IP*

G radual abolition of cha tt el slaverv was secured bv law
in Rhod e Island in 178-1-. Fortv vears later onlv four
eld erly slaves remai ned in P rovidence-c-vestiges of 'an age
dcsrroved in the hen' cr ucible of Revoluticnarv idealism. '
Hut the dest ruction of lega l bondage had in P~o\ ' ide nce as
elsewhere, succeeded only in crea ting a free X cgrc popula­
tion sti l l living in the deep shado ws of slaveday ignorance,
po verty, and dependence. Utterly devoid of economic
opportunity and social self -respect, the Providence Xegrc
eked out a precarious existence as a servan t or as a ma nual
laborer at work di-daincd bv the white ma n. Scattered in
the homes of white people and oppressed by the weig ht of
white prej ud ice, the Xegro possessed no community struc­
ture or insti tutions which could provide hi m with oppor­
tu nity, recreation, or self-expression.

I n 1820, however , a sel f-emancipation movement was
set in mot ion when the African U nion M eeti ng H ouse, the
first al l-Xcgro church in P rovidence, was opened on :\Jcct ­
ing Street. Twen ty years later, on the eve of the Dorr W ar,
th ere existed in the city a thri ving, self-respecting colored
comm unit y possessed of churches, schools, and fraternal
societies, a comm unity wherein a X egro not only could
breat he an atmosphere of free dom, but also could exe rt a
common pressu re of protest agai nst a white world de nyi ng
him t he fru its of civili zation .

T he prc- Dorr War history of th e N egroes of Provid ence
para llel s contem poraneous X egro movements occurring ill
such othe r cities as Huston, N ew York , and P hiladel phia,
:\ free Negro movement was coming to life ever ywhere in
the N or theast. For a num ber of vears th e P ruvidcncc stir­
riug-, were independe nt of th ose taking place elsewhere ,
and , because of n smullc r population, the P rovidence move ­
mcnt developed more slowly than, for example, Xcw
York's. Bur preseu tlv, the burgeoning societies in each of

• Jul;.", R,"''' ''''l k,,,"p i, ., ,,· .,d, i n ~ f<lI"" .11 H "", ." ,! .

I ~: . \ 1. " " "'" ( : , ~ , ~ , "j II" 1.'",' 0.1 1" . ",.1"",-<, f" k" , ill 1~h. 1.\'.\';; (I ' r " , i , k ,,,' ~,
l~'h ) p. 7~,
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in white homes. X ucle ii for a -eparare community growth ,
howeve r, exi-ted on -'I eeting Street east of the Providen ce
Rive r, the Sp ring Street area west of the rive r, t he O lney
'street -Gaspee St reet dis trict , and along the water front near
Fox Poi n t . ~

T he sma ll and scatte red cha racte ristic of t he popula tion
was at f irst , of cou rse , a de te rrent factor in th e g rowth of a
community. Hut wit hin a few yea~, as economic oppcr­
tuni rics and wea lth pe rmitted more and more colored people
to migra te to districts inhabi ted by their own kind , -,tabiliry
in pop ula tion and similarity of origin proved to be bencfi ­
ciaI. Gains in social organization , economic wea lt h and op­
port unit y. ed ucation , and social consciousness were not con ­
ti nua lly jeopardized by an influx of illite rate , impecunious
fugi tives, unlik e othe r cities. social in tegration assumed the
characte r of stead y and sure prog ress after th e ear liest years.
M oreover, t he Providence :-':eg ro 's ene rgies were di rected
primaril y at the problems of his own self-i mprove ment ,
precious strengt h was not wasted on Abol it ioni-r agi tation.

Xeed less to say , the gro wth of a colored communi ty was
based upon a gradua ll y rising curve of economic wealt h and
opport un ity. I n 1820 almost all Xegroes were servants or
laborcrs , the aristocra ts of th e Xcgro worl d were the few
barbe rs, carpente rs , and bl acksmiths. A gro up of transien t
N egro sailors lived 011 th e water front. Col ored folk thus
we re continuing ill the humb le pur suits they had followed
as slaves. Aft e r 1820 a slow amelioration of t his oppressed
condi tion took place. T hough unable ( 0 find employment
in the rising textile industries, colored men took up the
occupation of draymen , carting raw cotton frum the d ocks
to the mills. T he older arts of cooking and far ming became
more specialized as grocers, bakers, and confectione rs began
plying their trades in the rap id ly growi ng city. I n the
I S.1 0's trades which requ ired a sma ll outlay of capi ta l began
to appear. Laborers like E noch Freem an, who establ ished
th e first :":eg ro shoe repair shop , inve sted tiny savings in
sel f-owned businesses. Freem an operated on a shoestr ing
ill more than one sense, for " he could bardlv take care of
himse lf hy his trad e." Wi lfiam Brown, however, bought

2 S Ol " " . Op. Cu .• r. - 1 . - ~ , t: , \1 . SOl"" , II i...'1 'T, c.~,~, _I ,~. '.'if\·.' P, ••';J",...
I~W.

Freeman's equipment and in a few yea~ was d oing a bu..i­
ness which "promised to he a great success."J I n th is pre­
car-ious manner ma ny ~hop!' and trades had sprung up by
IS·H, inc!ud ing g roceries , con fectioueries , shoe repair
sho ps, and two second-hand clothing stores.'

I n ti me , a few Xegrocs succeeded in amassing enough
wealth to invest in prope rty. O ne of them was El eanor
El d ridge, who had saved enough from work as a laundress,
whirewasber, and nurse to purchase two house lots . Hy IS.+O
her holdings were valued at H ,OOO. George ~IcCart h y ,

operator of a refreshment stand, advertised in 18.15 his
will ingn ess to sel l severa l lots on .\I eeting Street 0 11 which
stood subst antial d wel lings. "All t he above propert y," he
announced , "is free fro m enc umbrances. " ,\ Alt oget her, th e
N egro popu lat ion a lread y was possessed of $10, 000 worth
of prope rt y in 1822. By 18.1 0 colored persons owned about
$1 8,000, and in 1839 esti ma tes ran from $.1 5,000 to
$50,000. By this rime a few other individua ls possessed a
sufficiencv of wealth to deserve notice. T he wealt hiest of
the newcomers were J ames H azard, clothier, worth $2,700,
and Edward Bar nes, grocer, who owned $2,900.'

T he rising scale of wealt h gradua ll y permitted more and
more X egrc fam ilies to live separately fro m the whites,
and th e colored settleme nts within the to wn g rew and too k
on more of th e ways of a maturing societ y. By 18.1 0 ha lf
the population lived in their uwn homes. Nine yea r~ lat er
t he propo rtio n had increased to two-thi rds.'

X cvc rt beless, it should be said tha t the growing scale of
wea lth did nu t incl ude cvcrvone. O ne-third remained
near-slaves in white homes, a,~d of the o thers, man v were
"enga ged in what arc called menial employment~,l i~ which
the}"I do such things as white people arc unwilling to do.

3 Wi Jt i~m }l' o", n, T~ , I.i !••, wnt,..... J. B,~" q _I P,n iJ, ...-" R.I .• (l' r", i , l~ " { ~,

lM~ J ) F. I 07_lU~ .

'll,,,,,,". Op. Cit. , r , 1'1, .;.1; TI" p , . , ·i ,I, ...., !Ji" " "'l. I~!~, I~~ n. ! ~~II , 1~~1 ;

W. D. J"htW"", "SI ... ",y in IU,,,,j, j ' l.' nJ , 17,Cj776," R. I. // i " " ,i ,·,,1 ,1" " ;"' .1'
1'"Mi,Mi••" ,. ,,1. !, J" l)·, l~q~, r , I !Y.

:. T /u 1.lb""f~ ', (lI"d,," ) \In -1- •.\ " , . 2'1, I ~ H .

' ; . :I, . no. '1 , 11"",.11• .I1, ,,,. i'J of FIJ..,nI" £1,I ,i ,I, •• CI·, ... i,l~n,~. l~ -I-!I r. ~- l J .

-O . ~ ~ ; Keto.. ". tip, f.'if .• r. "_M', 1111, 1- ; ; 1', •• ,J,~" /l i " , fo", I ~ ~I, 1." , . /
p" _.., T..."J iq ,~. '.', f, T... . I S : ~, l ~lll, [ S-I-ll. f .,I.., ..,o•. Od . 1~, Iq".

~ l". 10. W,~ , h " . f ' " .,".,.. //,..1.1 ,......,.'" i~ I\W. ( Wnhi",.". 192 ; )
p. lil_ I '-l-, 1I, ,,,,,n . fj p . C,,.• r.l1.11~, f.,~o..f., .("kt.l s, I~I".
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.. . Some live very comfortable and happy, hut the larger
part are much straightened in their circumstances, and rnanv
live miserably.?" Notwit hstandin g , the economic gain's
registered between 182fl and 18+2, though they benefi ted
only a minority in a ma terial sense , provided the economic
foundations on which was built a community which spread
its bene fits far beyond the comparative few who possessed
wealth.

T he first outward manifestation of the rise of a Neg ro
communi ty took place in the sphere of re ligion. Because
"the slavish and gross state of ignorance of the people of
colour, has of late years excited the commisera tion of those
who profess I them..elves 1... the active friends of human­
ity ," a group of white philanthropists decided in 18 19 to
help the Negro members of their churches form a religious
society of their own." T hey requested a number of what
they considered to he pious and upstan ding colored men to
meet with them at the First Baptist Ch urch . " After solemn
praye r for divine direction ," plans were laid , and a com­
mittee of twelve Negroes was designated to solicit interest
and funds from the colored population. T he Quaker hu ­
manitarian, M oses Brown, donated land on :\ lee ting Street
for the erection of a meeting house and the colored people ,
poor as they were, contributed eight hundred dollars. In
J une, 1820, the church was opened officially with a gala
cclebration. IU

Perhaps one of the reasons the whites had interested
themselves in the formation of a colored church was that
not a "congrepariou ill town ... desi red their nttcnd.tncc." 1l

I n e\'L'1"~' white church Negroes were "obliged to sit in a
certain part of the galle ry separated from the whites." l ~

This accounts for the small number of church -going i\e ­
grocs before 1820, and abo [ur- the rapid exodus of all hut a

" .i ShO'f lfiJ ' .,,' of Ih, .-1/,;"." [' "i" " ,1f"di "l "",I s,''' " " /_II . " ,,., F , ,'a d i"
/" . ",-,1"' '-'. (R .I. ). (l"""j d,'''cc, IS ~l ) p. ~,

IO/b/d ., p. +.7 .

II \\" . 'ld)n n.oI d, II i" " ,..\' "f -1ld l""li"", i" P" " " J ,-.,,-,. RI"" f,· I _' /" o.f , (1l" " " OI ,
1!iIt S ) p. O .

l~ J. S. ll ", k'"~ b;",,. ,-1 ", ,., /.-.1 " '-'1".;.-.11 . St,IfIJl ;, • •w ,/ ]) ", ,,,,pl i,,,. (L " nJ"n,
lH l ) \'. 1, p. +'11.
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few elderlv servants from white balconies when the Union
M eeting \\:as organized."

T he whites who engineered the establi shment of the
African Union M eeting vainly hoped the Negroes could
"be induced to forego their own opinions on religious mat ­
ters ... Ibut they I were soon disappointed, for the same
causes which produced sects and dissonant creeds through­
out Christendom, operated to divide and subdivide the
colored people of P rovidence." H H owever , it was not unti l
1835, when a fi ery Xegro evangelist, Rev. J . \V . Lewis,
conducted several livel y rev ivals in the Union M eeting
H ouse, that religious unity was destroyed. T he exhorta­
tions of Rev. Lewis resulted in the secession of those who
favored religion in strong doses ; and a F ree Wil l Baptist
Church , the only colored one in New E ngland, was formed .
It became the largest of the Negro religio us groups. I n
18.]. 0 it built its own meeti ng house on Pond Street-Is

Two national colored rel igious organiza tions ap peared
next in Providence. T he African M et hodist Episcopal Zion
Church in 1837 and the African M et hod ist E piscopal
Church a year lat er establ ished instit utions in the city. Per­
manent religious links with the nationa l Negro world were
thus forged. T he fourth and sma llest of the P rovidence
churches founded prior to the Dorr War was Christ Church,
an Episcopal body. Christ Church was chiefly notable for
its young pastor, Alexander Crummell , an educated , spir­
ited lead er who la ter became famous in Liberia and P hila­
del phia as a wise and an inspiring minister of the gospel."

In twen ty years four churches, basic elements of society
ill that day, had been spawned , offering colored men and
women opportunities for self -expression and leadership,
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It w. k . Stapl• •••i ~ ~itl, .. T he T. 'n, of 1" 0" ;,1...,,.. f'.'" iI, f ;,." S.·,rI" ", ,,,,, :.
11r, O'g.",'-"" ;.,, of Ik. C;f} ' G~ " e"'"!f '' ' i" lrm , . f S,' l, ( P,,,, iden ••• lst~ ) p. 489 ­
+'111.

1··'lhid. , p. 641 ; It, o"" , 01>. C;f., p. It~; h" -" " ''''' . f f ir.. (' !,,,,,-k, , of RI,.d.
(, l.m.l , 9 .'I>' ;, ls, (l'r" d J ."c<. 1'1';1 I p. 1M,.

1'; SL,plc•• Op . C'f.• p. 6';1 ; J. J. \ 1""", lIi ,' o, v of f l" .L lf ,F'. 7./0" (, hu" h,;..
.i"" ,j,,~ . (York. P.l., US';) p. 56 ; .USS. /),,,,. ,,,,.,,,, of Ck';" Ch ,,'k (Cnl,,'cd)
1', O)\' i<l,n«. K. I. . lIi'I"" ,,;,1 Soc,ety, lkn jan,i" IlT""I<,\', Ead, S ' g"• .i ·,,,"-,,,,,,
1I";f" ' . ( ' h;rp..l mu. I'H'1 p. ~'j<j .



KIIODE I ~ r..-\ =' D IIlSTORY 27

solace and enrertainmc nr neve r before possessed . As a re­
sult, thoug h in 1820 onl y one- twel ft h o f the populati on
could be induced to join whi te churches " because they said
ther were opposed to churches and sitting in pigeon holes,"
one-sixth Were members of colored churches ill 1839 and
many more att ended frequently."

In th is per iod . too, the P rovidence Xeg ro created ed u­
cationa l oppor t unities where none had existed before. P rior
to 1820 colored child ren could re ly upon only well ­
intentioned but sporad icefforts of Q uakers and other white,
for the rudiments of knowledge , and it was nut until the
African Union :'\Ieeting was conceived that a permanent
school was establi-bed. T he :'\Ieeting H ouse, built to ac­
com modate a cla-srcom, opened in 1819. E ven th is schoo l
opera ted under difficul ties. T he greatest problem was se­
curing: a teacher. colored ones were hard to find , and whites
considered it a disgrace to teach Neg roes. One white teacher
who was hired threatened severe punishment to any of his
charges who had the temerity to gree r him in public. Con ­
sequently, the school was closed much of the time."

At last, as a resu lt of human itarian pressure and a Xegro
petition, a pub lic sehoul for colored children was established
in a :'\Jecting Street build ing which once housed Brown
University. In 1837 a second X egro school was opened a ll

Pond Stree t. T end er white feeli ngs pr evented mat ricula­
tion of X egrocs in white schools unt il after the Civi l W ar.
I Iowevcr, because public -chools for colored child ren were
larger t han those fur whi te children , the}" were allocated
more funds. III

U nfortunatel y. t he teachers, always white, were paid
k ss than their coll eagues teaching white pupils. Th is fact,
in add ition to prejudice, resulted in the em ployment of
instruc tors of low caliber. Hy 18+0 colored attendance had

I, Ih ov.o. {Jr. Cil .• p. -4 6 ; !.,hOJI" •• n' l_ l ~ , I ~ _~<j .

I_ :\l d J" n,i1 d. vp. Ci/., p. q ; lI,ov." , fl p. co., r- + ll-+~ . 3.! ,i.-" " t:"i"" .1 1"'li~t,
p.9.
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dropped so sharp ly, because of frequent punishment, that
the Pond Street school was closed...\n investigation found
that " an unhappy prej udice of th e colored peop le agai nst
I the school master I, alt houg h ge nerally unfounded, . . .

d hi f I - ..~~,goes to estroy IS usc U ness.
T he growing communi ty was not satisfied with this situa­

tion , nor with the lack of public provisio n for ed ucation
bevond the common level. Colored pastors taug ht nig ht
classes for adults, and in 1836 the Rev. J . \\·.I.e wis founded
the ~ew E ng land U nion Academy. With one assistant
Lewis taught history, geograph y, botany, grn mrnar, sing le
and double en try bookkeeping , natural r hil~)phy, and
astronomy. T uit ion was three dol lars a quart er."

ll lite racv which in 1820 had been well-nigh universal,
" , .

as a result of these efforts had d ropped by 18'+1 to n fty
per cent . T he taste of this once forbidden fru it gave to the
communi ty youn g men who supp lied the Negroes with
intel ligent and aggressive lead ership. M en like Alexander
Crummell , educated in a :\Jas:;achusctt s theological semi­
n:try, J eremiah Asher, an educated Baptist minister , and
Wi lliam Brown, ed ucated ill P rovidence public.and pr ivate
schools, were symbols of a new age."

T he churches founded after Ul2 0 provided the meeting
centers for all sorts of rel igious and secular societies a.. well
a.. plat form s from which rising: leaders of the colored race
could orga nize and exhort their Fol lowers. Two fraternal
grou ps, howe ver , antedated the dynamic Xcgro move men t.
I n 1799 the colored :'\.JaSOI1 Sof Boston issued to nine l' rovi­
dence M aster ;\lasons a warrant auth orizi ng them to form
H iram Lodge Number Three. T his was the second oldest
X egro chapter in masonic history. :\ second lodge was
formed in 1826. H ig h sound ing tit les and responsibilities
of office allev iated the menial d rudgery of da ily living .
T he othe r early frate rn al group doubrl es.. stemme d from
the colored unit which fought so valiantly in the Revolu­
tion T he Af rican Grcvs, a smartlv un iformed outfit ,

" " .
~" Ch at l .., Carr o ll , l'uMi o: f.·'{." -Jl i. " i" Rh~.I, I , I,," J , ( I',,,,-id<'n,~, I 'JIM ) p. 1,71
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bead ed the parade which marched th rough the streets of
P;{~\' idence i.n celebration of the opening of the A frican
L ilion :\ teetlllg- H ouse. On that occasion th eir commande r
was " d.res...ed up to repre.~ent an Af rican chief , having on a
red I~~lnted cap and earned an ele phant 's tu sk in his hand.
. :. I he other uffice~ Iwere I carrying emblems. decked
WIth lemons and oranges. repre:,ent l ing 1 the fruits of
Af rica." T hc Quaker phil ant hropists who aided in the
founding of the ~~ urch r~ fu~d to allo w the compan y to
enter the new edifice until it had stacked its gun s in the
church \ ·ard. :!~

The .most popular society grew out of the nation-wide
tempe ra nce movement of the day. At a mas... mee ting in
~ 8 .~2 . t he :'eg nx:... organized the Providence T emperance
~)CH:ty. I ' ort~: .charter members took the pledge rc U"'C

liquor for medicinal pu rposes only. In the event that mvm­
lers transgressed, t he constit ution provide d "thcv shall be
convcr...ed with and shewn the errors of their ' wnvs ; if
thc.} ~ l~tJ no~. ~~e ~{~rm. '.' they sha l ~ be e~Ilt: lled from this
sooety. . . . . I he soocty moved Into hig h gear when the
Rev. :'\Jr. LeWISc~ ~le to tow~ , expanding to a membe rsh ip
of two hUlldred . I he grandiose Reverend then -ct about
making Provid ence the capital of a X ew En gland temper ­
alice movement, calling a con vention in 1 8 36 . ~~'

Other group~ formed after 1820 were dedicated to en­
de:t\'or~ mu; e pr;~ ct i cal : Two ~utu:tl aid so cierie.... d e... ig ned
to pro\"ld~ finan cial assistance In sea..on..of emergency, were
founded 111 the late I lJ211's. D ues were twentv-tivc cents a
~on.t~. These car -lie... t attempts at mutua l insurance were
<igmbcant of a gruwing communi ty consciousness and ...e lf­
reli ance. Traces uf a lit erar y and debat ing socie ty ou the
eve of the Dorr \ \'ar marked the faint beg innings uf a
c ll l. t ~l r:d. dev~J lJpnH: nt. indeed an indication of g rowt h."

.' he I ~k'a unplanted by slavery, that Neg roes were in­
fcrio r hl·1I1g S, clung til the whi tes long after the abolition of

~:I llf " "'" 0 1'. co., r. ~l ; w. 11. C'; Ill,h"". Olliei,,1 lI i" "" , oj Frt , · ", ~ ., o ~ . v
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l pI"", I. ~t"",,~, I' of ,It~ ,11"'0"' " F~iw~l d""'~g 'ltr X ,·g,or , of .-/" " , i 'd (Cit,, ·
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that institut ion. Colored people long were hedged III bv
discriminatory publ ic laws and oppressed hy acts of private
prejudice. From the viewpoint of citizenship, the most
gall ing was. the explicit denial of an already dubious rig ht
of suff rage III 1822. Rhode bland thus joined Connecticut
in being the only X ew En gl and states to d isfranchise
Xegrces as such."

X ot content with legal proscript ion, lower cln...s whites
often amused themselves by tormenting Xegroc s. "It was
a common th ing for colored people to be d isturbed on the
street. . . On the north side of M arket Square . . . were
generally found, .. a row of Iwhite I men stre tched along
the doorways of the stores, .. . knocking off Icolored I men's
hats, pulling ott Icolored I lad ies' shawls. , , . The corner
bore the name of 'Scamps' Corner. ' n 2~

On wry few occasions did Negroes become so embittered
as to strike back. In the settlement known as " Hard ­
scrabble," located north of the town, a race riot broke out
in 1826. and in 1830 a violent riot broke out in that " sink
of mora l corruption" around Olney Street, a di... turbance
which was not quelled for three days and then onlv bv the
state militia.:!$ . .

L ike his brothers in all northern cities who faced simila r
circumstances, the Providence Neg ro had the alt ernatives
of flight, submission, or aggressive protc..r. H aving become
conscious of his lot after 1820, the Negro more and more
empha tical ly rejected submission. At first flight seemed
preferable. Following the " Hardscrabble" riot. a large
group emigrated to Liber ia. Since, however, Providence
was as much home to the Neg ro as to the white , the Xegro
comm unity turned from flight to protest. After 1830 a
series of meetings, prompted by Garri son, were held to
prote~t again ...t the Liberian project and its sponsoring
organization , the Ameri can Colonization S ocictv. A 1H;:W

note of de fiance was voiced in a resolution drawn up in
18J2 , which asserted that though " .. . we arc trulv sensible

~7 J. T . ..\ d.m" " ])i ..."f•• " ,hi ....",, ·"' "I N ,·~ ,nr. ill ~r" t: n ~Lo n d ," .'1m,";" '"
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that we are in this country a degraded and ignoran t people;
... our ignorance and degradation arc not [0 be nrtribured
to the in feriority of our natural abilities, but to the opp rev­
sin: treatment we han: experienced fr om the whires in
general. . _ . \\' e will nut leave our home-, nor the gran: !'>
of our fathers, and this boasted land of libertv and Chri-tian
philanthropy."?" .

The American Colonizat ion Society pe-ed such a grave
th reat tu free Xcg rocs throughout the X orth with it -, plnn-,
ttl encourage emigration t hat it was the catalytic agent
prod ucing the free Xcgro COll\"l:nrion movemen t which mc t

tir:-r at P hiladel phia in I IU O ( 0 Imp a nationwide pro tect.
T u it, as de legates from Providence, went George Will is
and Alfrcd X igcr , Garri son's col laborator. T he: IDCl! move ­
mcut now be cam e a part uf a nat ional protest, infusing t he
Pro vidence: comm unity with IIe: W strength."

l uteresring ly enough , with the excep tion of a g ro up of
militant fugitives, the abolition of Southe rn slnvcry prob­
ab ly was of only secondary importance to Providence
:'\ egroes. R hod e Is land horn , and with the memory of the ir
own legal bondage fast fading , local Xeg roe s were pre­
occupied with their own problems. E vidence of th is attitude
exists chie fly for the period subsequent to the Dor r War
and om: example must suffice. L' pon receiving enfranchise­
ment in 184-3 , because their benefactors in Rhode I"land
were W higs, Xegroes became " 'higs, in spite of the fact
that the Garrisonian- labeled the national \V hig Party as
pro-slavery. In 184-8, Providence colored men decided tu
vote for the \V hig Za chary T aylor for P resid ent, slave­
holder th ough he wa-."

T his is not to say t hat the Providence Xcg ro was indif­
fcrcur to the pl ight of his Southern brother. Ant i-slaw ry
papers wer e: "patroni zed with great avidit y br the: blacks, "
part icularly Freedom's jO/ll' lltll and (;arr ison\./,iIJl'rtJ!III'.:I:1
T he meet ings of the local white: anti-s lave ry grDU p were
attended hy 1'\egroes, and when Garrison founded the New

;lUW, I.. (,,, ,, i,nn, T~".lM, .~ ,-tf,;"m 1.'./."""""'" l Rn'I"'\' 1 ~12) " HI 2,
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E ngland Anti-Sl avery Society several P rovidence leaders
became members."

T he even ts lead ing to and resulting from the Don- W ar
were th e dearest evidence that a colored community had
been crea ted in P rov idence. A majority of the whites ,
whether of the Land holder or Suffragist panics, continued
to oppose enfranchi-ement of X eg roes. Consequently, if
the D orr W ar had not occurred to di vide white society into
two factions, colored en franchise me nt might haw been long
delayed . But t hough white men of a ll classes re mained
unaware of its existence , the agi ta tion OW l' broade ning th e
franchise soon brought to light evidence that a self-re liant
colored com munity had g rown up in th eir midst, a com­
munity which demanded political eq ua lity in recog nition of
its growth. At first th e Landholder ari stocrat s chose to
ignore the colored demand , and in thei r proposed ccnstit u­
non of 18-1-1 they not only denied th e N egro the vote, but
al so denied completely the loudly proclaim ed pri ncip le of
poli tical equal ity voiced by the Dorrites. A maj or ity of the
D orrites, too, did not believe in their own principl es to the
extent of abo lishing racial ineq uali ty at t he polls. A strong
anti-sla very minorit y thr ew th e Suffragist convention into
an uproar in th e aut umn of 18-1- 1 by proposing to stri ke the
word " white" from an ot he rwise manhood suffrage clause
in the Dorrite constitutio n, bu t the mot ion was defeated by
a large maj ority."

The colored community itse lf demanded its rights be­
fore the Suffrage convention. A committee of six, led by
the Rev. Ale xander Crummell, presented a pet ition wh ich
not on ly called upon th e delegates to sta nd by th eir prin­
ciples, but announ ced in clear tones th at the Negro com­
munity could no longer be ignored. "It is evid en t,' said
th e petition , "that , repelled and disf ranchised as we han
been, we have, nevertheless been enabled to possess our­
selves of the means and advan tages of rvligion, intel ligence ,
and property. . , . Is a justification of our disfranchisement

3~ FN~J~m'J h ••~ ~ t, (:-;~" York) ..\ pt . II, 1827 ; I.ibn~/.., 1_n, ;;, ISII, \ 1.,
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" ...,."', Ih, ..\m"iun ..\ nl i.SI" " 1 <'"" i<l, .

~' .-\ , \1, \ 1" " .., TAu D... ll'~" ( l',,»id, nu, l'lllil p. 126 , J;o ; 1',_o-j.J,,,,~

l .......t, o«. 2;;, l M ~ 1.



RH ODE I :, I ~-\ ~D HI ~TORY

sought in ou r want of Christian character ? \ Ve point to our
churches as refutation. In o ur want of inte ll igence: \V e
refer not merely to the schools supported by the state. but
to the private schools . .. taught by com pe tent tea chers of
our own people. Is our industry questi oned ? This day,
were there no complcxionable hindrance , we could pn:~ent

a more tha n proportionate number of our people, whu
might immediatel y, according to Ipresen t J •.. quali fica­
rions, beco me voters. " T he petit ion ended with a warning
which the Dorr itcs migh t well have heeded . " It is the
wa rra nt of histor y . . . tha t thus stri king off from us the
... precious birt h rig ht of fr eem en , .. . the poisoned chalice
may be re turned to t he lips o f t hose wh o de parted from
t heir pr inciples." :"

T o placate an ti -sla ver}" dissiden ts an d perhap s to ca lm
uneasy consciences , the Su ffragi~b thereu pon provided for
an eventua l p lebiscite to dete r mine whet her the people of
the state desired to e lim inate "white" from the f ranchise
cla use. But the concess ion wa ... too little and too late. Aboli­
rionists sent such ora tors as F rederick D o ug lass throughout
R hod e b la nd in a vain attempt to defeat the Suffragist

- . 31cun...n runon.
T hL' l Jor -r W ar broke out in the "pring of 18 ~2 . .-\~ part

o f their preparations to de-trey the D on-i re governmen t,
the aristocrats proceeded to grant tacit recognit ion to the
colored comm unity by endowing it with the publ ic respon ­
sihil it }" of helping to keep law and order in the city whil e
Landholders sa llied forth to do battle. Colored men were
en listed in uni ts to pa trol the -rreer-."

After the rebel lion was cr ushed , the aristocrat s, real izing
that sub- ran tia l concessions must he made to prevent a rv­
currvncc of viol ence , presen ted a third cons tinniou, T hey
rewar ded th eir a lly, the colored comm uni ty, by at last abe l­
ishing th e colo r lin e at the po lls ; hut th ey e ticc t ivvly pre­
ve nted m all }" fo reign horn whites, wh o had been D orri te

:", 8M""', Con,,,·,,io n~1 R'·I'" .t, II. rl . ~". i-l-~, ij",,,. ,,( II. cr' " ~ Sdl L'O!\pc,".
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.rdhcrcnt- , from \ ut ill,," h~ dt·ma mling a high I'r0l'ert~

q unliticnion for alien .... Colored me n fo r 1011,," after am l'l~

re warded the ir hencf;l(t llr'" h~ con ... i... reurlv \ ot ing \\·hig-.""
Yicrim-, o f their own prejudice, the I}, 'rn tt·...-ill ur hcr

rc -pcc t-, the truly democratic pa rtv-r-ful min .n cd again... r rhc
.\"eg rot..... ' fr iend... hip for the Land holdcr- , ... nccri ng rh.rt t ht'
L"I"red peu ple we re "their depende nt ... . their- laborcr- . their
occhmcn, and their dome... t ic~_"' " Hut occb mcn an~i

...t·r\ an t ... d id not nl"li, ate the :"C/;r u-J.:llld h" lder al lia nce ;
it wn ... independent ~ hoe lll :tke r \\" ilJi:lln Brown, preacher
Vk-candcr l"rullllllel1, ... tore proprietor J Ul1t·... 11:1I;lrd . and
reac her Ransom Parker- wh o led their fello \\"-. illl') the
.n-i rocr.u ic camp. lhc ~uffr a/-..--isrs rcfu...ni tl ) rt·cugIIi Il· Ihe
l·xi renee of :1 -'q :rl) L'lJllllll Ulli lY in Pro vid ence, ;1 cnn -
Illunit) !lUlunger clllllpl/"'ed of ub...eq uiuus outer... ~ ... , hut .'If
\It"1" ... ''I1''' Ill/W thurllugh ly awake ro the " Tllng '" whlL"h white
""t id ) had heaped upou it. l-unda meutally , .though [or
l"t·:l"lIrb o f expnlienq , the l .amlhulder... re(uglll/nl, :1'" the
xuff ruui... t- did Hilt, He \ .l"rummell ' ... :b ...crr iou In the Suf­
frage ~l""ll\e ll tion , that "we have long , and with hut
litrlc aid . heel1 working our way up to rc... I'\,:(t:l"i li l ~ and
t' ' llti ~lcnn__ . " .1

• \1 "n. "r-I ,_. r. I-II,
." l. "r. Uf.' t., r. ".
11/:_' R r-".r. 111-111.

lhc :--'ociet~ ' ... nu-mber... hip ba .. n-a ch..:d au ;11 I t ime hig h
"f 1 . ~ ( 1 1 1 member... . Lac k uf ...pace in rh i... i...... ul· ounpc l... u-, tll
'''11i : rhc nnmc-, lIf nvw member... e nr"ll l·,i ... iucc ( )ct'lh ..T .
1')~ ";' .



RHO( JE 1'1..\:'-:1> ( II STO Rle \1. ,OUETY

-

1.r llk.\R \

vlon. through Fri.
Tuc-day evening
.....undn \ a ftl'rll' HIII

lio n "..
9 :110 to 5 :00

7 :0 0 to 9 :0 11

J:O(I t o 5:1111

Leet II re Pro gra 111

II ' ,>,III" " ,l lIy , /- >/1)'/1 111".1' -I , /'/ Is - ,\:I.~ p.lII.
T he Reverend \ rt hur F . Wil ..on

\I i t. I ,I, 1\, ,-n"-,,, C .n.", "i, d \ ",

'1 ·f.YBO.... ET BR IDGE

• • •
11 ....[ nr s,{' I\· , H ,m h /II ,/IJ ),\-,\ :15 p.W.

. l lcnrv -erlomon, Jr.
• ,,,,,, 1.'- ' ,,,,n''''''. l · ....... It

THE SL:BMARI:"E \l'AR OFF SEW 1:1"<,1.,,:0>;0
f ro ,," I~\ "~,/~ ',Mr,'.'

• • •
[ I ',>""" .• ,(ay, . 1pril 1-1 , I (j -18 - S.:l.i p.lJI.

(, e ' lrgc I .. vlincr
\,,' " I .· t: ,

,o,l' ( ;[L['\ 1.,0,:\[ ("lho"'." Strr.' . )

Exhibitions
J: lll ua r~ I - .W

PASTE jl:\l'HRY

from rhc colle ction of \ lr~. Philip \\'l"IlTwo r t h

Fchru:ll"\ 2-27
HI ST O RI C G LASS

:\ Ii.... 1,:1 11:1 F. \Y. T aft '.., collection pre ..cured to R. I.I I.S.

• • •
:\!:trr h l- .\pnl

I ~ K \II·ELlS

l-rom rhc collection of :\I r~ . Philip Batchelder
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