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R hode Island and T he A ustralian Trade,
1792- 1H12

by L t o vn G. ClIl"RCHW.\Rf)*

I t i:- a fact seldom remembe red today tha t the hr:-r spccu­
lnt ive cargo to reach Syd ney, Xcw SlJ urh Wales, wa-, an
American one. This was in Xovember, 1792, 1t:~~ than tive
years after rhc fou nding of the colon}'. Hcforc tha t date
and for -ome years afterwards , the onlv British trad ing
-hips to arri ve at ~ydney were the govcrumcur :-uppl~ -hips.
Hut in the twenty year - foll owing Xovember, 1792. no
1t::-~ t han sixty-four Amer ican ships visited Xew .' uth
\\·a k~ . 1 O f these , sixteen were from Rhode l -Iand . .\ 1­
thoug h other American purt:-- Bo:-ton. :\cw York, Salem,
and Philadclphia-c-sen r :-hip... to ~}'dl1e}' during the years
179 2- 1812, none was as active in (hi.. traffic as was l' rovi­
de uce.

T he trade with Ausrrnlin deve loped dircc rlv out of the
China trade. ;\ ~ early as 1787. several week, before Port
j ackson wa~ -cnled. an .Yrncrican ...hip on the China run
had opened up a new route hy sailing ea-rward in the roar­
in~ fortie-, round the south cape of Van Dieman 's Land
I Ta-mania : and northward pa:-t the ea-t roast of Xcw
H olland l .\ u-.tralial.".: T he existen ce of a convict -ctt lc -
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ment close by this ro ute was a natural attraction to Amer ­
ican shi p". T he d irect run from America to China bv the
way of ="ew I{ol fand was a long run , and ships were iiablc
to ru n short o f water. Furt he rmore. a convict set t lement
was ~)Und t.o take "Orne years to become :-elf"upporting.
Am erican shippcr-, might find a market for the ir fcodsruffs,
rum, and dry E;:ood s in Syd ney as they had already found
a sale for th em III the E uropean colonial settleme nts in Ind ia
and th e In die s. T o acquire a salable ou tward cargo was
always di fficult in this earl y China trade; another mark er
al ong the route would mean less ballast and more protit
on the outward TU II. Again, goods sold in Sydney would
be paid for in bul lion or in notes on the British trcasurv,
both acceptable to the Canton merchants. F ina ll y. in rime
of war the pa....agt: between J ava and Sumatra becam e a
favor ite hunriug g ro und for cr uise rs. Som e Am erican shi ps
were recommend ed to take the eastern route arou nd New
H oll and in order to escape the attentions of hostile cruiser-s."

T wo Americans seem to have conceived the idea of trad ­
ing with Sydneyat abo ut the same time. T he first of these ,
Tho~as Patrick-on of Philadelphia , was lucky enoug h to
get tipped ott by Lie utenant-Governor King. King , who
was the commandant of Norfolk Island , about 9nn miles
east of Syd ney, had been sent by Governor P hill ip to ~e ­

cure supplies fro m the Dutch at Batavia in 1790 . In the
foll owing year he met Pat rickson at the Cape of C ood
H ope :J.~d sugge...te~ to hi,;, the. advantage of taking a
speculative cargo to Syd ney. Patrickson took th e hint . H e
re.tu rn ed to Ph iladc l ph ~a ; loaded hi~ ship, the Phi/ad t'l phi,),
WI th a cargo of American beef, wme , rum oiu tobacco• ' ' eo' , ,
pit ch, tar, and other Items ; and left on Apri l I, 1791, for
t he published destina tion of the Indies," hut act ual lv for
Australia. W hen he ar rived in Svdncv in N overnbcr i 7(1'1. , _,

supplies wen; short , and th~ Governor .was only too happr
to he ab le to increase the ranons by buying from rhe Amer­

a I" " ", ,, i,,,,, '0' C.'r",i " [).<lrt "f Ih. fd~ f "),, May 11, 1 ~ 111I. Will i,on , H
W« d<" , '"brly O,i<", ,01 C"",n,.". in I'ru v id<" c<,"_P, . ,·u, /i~x , " , II". \1 "" ,
l/ i" ", i" ,1 S", i<l,'-' I 'Jn- ,l'lII~. Third Sui~., ", I, pp. ,N lJ,;!O,

~ Kin" I" (;", u n", I' hillip, Kin, '. 1.~t1u Bo..,lr.o, mo., .\ Iilch<ll l.ih,u,-. '", <l ,, ~.
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ican. T he C ovcrn or , wrote D avid Collin-, bought "such
part of t he /'hjlad~lpls jaJs cargo as he thought was im mcdi­
arely wanting in the colony." 559 barrels of American
cured bed and 27 barrel s of pitch and tar. Fur these he
gave Par rickso n a note on the Hr iti...h Trea...urv to th e exten t
of t2~29/11 /-.'" T he re... t of the cargo was pu rchased by
the officer- and ot hers of the ...ettlemcnt . Patrickson then
con tracted with the Governor to carry provision... ttl Xor ­
folk Island . H e eventual ly sold his ship and became a con­
tractor for t he tran...po-tation of convicts to Sydney.

The :>ccond American to reach Sydney in 1792 was Cap-
tain Benj amin Page of Rhod e Island .

" In Decem ber, th " 1I0 f l an Amer-ican ,h ip. "mpl";'l·,1 in c" ll"c ti n/o:
,lim ,lIld carr;.ing them It> th e China marlet, I'lit into th is plln for the
1'1lTj\(''': of wood and wate r, of which ,he was r"pr",,,n te,1 to l-c in gr"at
need. H er 1l1.1sk r, ,'11r. Hcnj .unin l' ag", ha, -ing- inform.·,1 me that he
had on bo.JrJ a 'Itl'llltil;" <If spirits an,II' T<>I'i siom for la].,. [ dire cted the
commissarv to lav before Ill " ,I sr.nc of til l." pro,·i ~itlm in t h" slure ; ~nJ

ha'ing reason I;) fear the crops woulJ fail from t he g- rcat Jroughl
wh ich h.ls lately prel aileJ and to gu~rJ ag~iml the .lela," wh ich have
h"en observed to tal " ~' [.I" e in t he ~ rri \'J 1 of sh ips wit h ,u pr 1i". from
Eng La nd. I ju.lg"J i( mr dut ~, to aI-ail m,nel f o f thi~ 0rpun uni ty. anJ
have th" satisfact i..n "f a':qu ain li ng ;.-ou that by t hi~ purcha..., I di rected
the com missa~- to ma ke I have augme nted t he qu~nli t,I' of rWI-i.imn
in the calon~- to ",I"n llIunth. at rhe e.t~hli.h"J ration.":

T he " qu anriry of provisions" purchased from Page con­
... i... ted of 101) barrel~ of bed. 80 barrels o f pork, 4-4- ba rrels
uf flour and 7,597 gal lons of spirits , for which 12957/6/6
wns paid. There i:. no evidence to suggest t hat Page ur the
Il ope's owne rs, Brown and F rancis, had heard of Patrick­
son\ preparation ... for hi... ~rdner \'oyage. T he l t ope
actua ll y left severa l week s ahead of the Philadt'!phia and
there was not hing in th e preparation of the \'oyage ro ...ug­
gl.'st that i t-, cargo was selected expressly for the Syd ney
marke t. It is p robable tha t Page gave the real reason when
he claime d th at he put int o Syd ney simply for wood and
wat er. I n lat er years [his explanatiun was J;i\'en su oft en
th at it becam e smpecr.

The Il opt> c1 earcd Srdney for (an ton and reac hed its
"C"II i " . , ..f - ,/'_, r· ) ' -,
:; (: " ,. .. , .. I. ..,J 1l" " J • •, J.""'''1 'J, I- 'l l . I/ I ' fD" , ~1 R" ..,.I ./ _"~I- S. ~/,J

II ~/. , ,_ I. r. ~,



100 RHOf)F hL\.\"D IlI~TORY

home port again on October -l-, 1 7 9 .l . ~ For a decade after
this ~ate ~rown ship~, ships owned by the firms Bro wn
and I, ran cts, or hv Brown and Ives II ofte n called at Svdnev. -, . .
011 their war out to China. T hese tw o P rovidence firms
were the firs t [\ Im:rican firm s to have anything like a regu­
lar t rade wit h Xcw South Wales. I n fact, no other Amer­
ican firm built IIp a dehn ite interest in the Au stral ian trade
unti l th e Salem firm of ~. L. Rogers and Bro thers in th e
decade after 1832. Some of the Brow n sh ips came direct
to Sydney. som e ca rne via the Falk land I slands or some
other sealing ground. Thcv almos t a ll cleared for Canton.
T he last of them, the f:·t;;", E. H. Correy, captain, used
Syd ney a" a base from which to work the F ij ian sandal­
wood trade. 1"

Ea rl y in J 79-1- the fl ope, this time under the command
of M art in Page. left P rovidence on a speculative voyage
for Sydney. via the Falkland Island s. Benj amin Page was
at this time a part owner in the ship lIalcyon. Being- at
enmity with his U ncle :'\1artin, he left P rov idence in the
Ll otrvon, ~hortlr after the t i ope, on ly he sai led direct. lie
arrived at Port Jackson on J une 1-1- , th ree weeks ahead of
the l i ope. This swift move d id not bring immediate re ­
ward, since when the II alt-yon arrived , there were no fewer
than tin : Brit ish supply ships in port. H owever , hdllre
th e end of J une Ben jamin Page had sold most of his ca rgo .
H e left Sydney on J uly 8 carrying the Go vernor's des­
patches, whi ch were to be fo rwarded by Bri t ish ship From
Canton. W hen Martin Page ar rived in the ! l ope on J ul y 5,
the market was aIJ__o lute ly sat urated. H e sai led for Canton
some weeks later wit h his entire cargo intact. It

~ I' r 'll' i d " n ,~ r~J',efl, ,,~,I r.q~,,/r,' Jo~,~"I, OCI"b" ; , 17\1 3.
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."d Fr"'" i' ",.,~ ri"n~,." i" Ih Chin" I..d ~. Th~i r . hip I h ~ Go,u,,1 rt""J h; ~g'y " .
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buill ,h,· ,h ip 1"/,,, J." ",'p,"(i,lIy f", Ihi. I,ad~. S h~ \".i h·d .'\u' t,.li" "n 11,., ' hi, J
run in I ~ 1l1 1 .

1<1 F" , .ll """ulll "I ,hi. ,~ntu,~ 0«, W itti 'm R. W« d<n. "1'_ ,it., pp, 262.(,;.

11 T h< ll"I,,'." \\," ,,,\n~J b.,' )"lon I n n j .l"l ' rk , ) "'~r h X'i, hl inl" l." W ill i" ", L
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Benjamin Page cam e out ve t a t hird t ime as captai n of
the . / WI an.I l t ope in 1798. There was no e ffort to t rade
0 11 t his voya ge . T he ship took in wat er at Boranv Bay an d
did no t even enter Port J ackson. In his log book " Pag e
has left an in teres ting account of a skirmis h lcrwccn t wo
native tribes that occurred on O ctober 2 .1 wh ile the "hip
wn- at an chor in Botany Bay.

" J sat down bv one of lh e' nOlin'_, bv the n.irnc of benelong who had an
Iron ,[,i,·IJ ditfen,nt from the oth~n; this nu n in forme,! me he had
hL,,,n 10 Furor e twice an d the shidJ he had 11':1, prescnrcd him b~' lhe
(;' '' crnor "hom ht, ha,l often dined witb , hi, 'lor.,- pleased Ill " \'"ry
much .11111 we tried to di ,slLlde him from rigJlling. wh ich be shoo k his
ht 'ad.11 .1I1el smiled "uy Ironically ."

In the battle that foll owed Henel ong was severely
wounded, hut was car ried in triumph fr om t he held of
battl e. Th is same native was one of the first to take on a
certain veneer of westernizat ion. J le was a fa vorite of
C U\'t:rnur P hill ip 's and i" frequently menti oned in th e
ear-ly writ ings about the colo ny. T he Australian nove list,
Eleanor I rark, has rcccntlv mad e him the cent ral cha racte r
in her novc ] about the fir"t se t t lemen t , T ht' Timrless Len.l.

Be nja min Page made his fourth trip to N ew Sout h
\\'ale" in th e l l ope in J ROJ. Such a famili arity with th e
Au stralian r-un was not paralleled till the days of th e Salem­
Australian trade in thc thirties, when the Rogers' cap tains,
.\ lillet , Driver, and Xlugford, made several runs each.
Some good runs were made in th ese early days T he
St' lJIirtl lll iJ , wh ich arr ived at Sydney on October I, 179H.
mudc th e trip fr om Provide nce to Sydney in three months
a nd nin e days.!" whi ch would have been considered good
time even for a cli pper ship in later day".

The lnst Pro vidence "h ip to make th e Sydney r un was
the Eliza , owned bv Brown and Ive s, in 1807. A few traders
from urher Amt'ri~an purt :-; came after thi s date. but it is
clear that there was a de crease in this trade eve n before the
war of t 8 [2 put an e nd to it. T he reasons for this are not
hard to discover. At first . o wing to the uncertainty of the
Brit ish supply ships a nd the impossibility of growing

I ~ Tb~ 1,,1' ,·f the .-1"" ,m'! lI " p,- i, ,,,,,, in lior .I" ),,, COT la JI , ,,,, ,, Lib, ,,, }" . I'" ,,-j .
d"ncr, Rh" de [' 1<0 " ,1.

1'I (·"l1j",. "t. ,i/ .• r- -1- ; 2.
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enough food in the colony itself American ships had been
welcomed. But, apart from the three and a half years,
1792-1795, during which the colony was directly under
the control of the New South \\'ale~ I the Rum ) Corps
they had not been encouraged. :\0 Governor of a British
colony could run the risk of openly encouraging foreign
interlopers inro the monopoly sphere of the British Fnst
India Company.

Fur thermore, some .Americans had shown scant respect
for Hr i t i ~h law and colonial property rights. D uring 180+
ther-e were severa l clashes over the sealing righ ts to Bass
strait and some Americans had carried off convicts from
Sydney. Others had ente red into illega l trading arra nge­
rncnts with Svdnev merchants, and as late as 1806 the
Gove rnor was still'compbining of the activities of Amer­
ican rum-runners on the coast to the north of Sydney.
Gon :rnor King issued a ser ies of orders aimed at restrict­
ing the activity of American merchants in Australian waters.
Americans wert' forbidden to build ships on the Australian
coast. :"'0 rum could he landed without special permit
frum the Governor, American ship" u"ing Sydney had to
provide a hand of 1:500 as a precaut ion against the removal
of convicts. At the sante time King sometimes bought
from the Ame ricans. T hus when the Brown and Ives ship,
the l olrn Jay, put in in Octobe r, 1800 , King purchased sup­
plies of tobacco, tea , tar, and even some rum. In 1807 the
Ea~t India Company charter was modified to per mit Hrirish
traders to make direct r-uns to Australia. In the same year
most of the American ships were kept in their home porb
as a consequence of the E mbargo. By the time the W ar
uf 18 12 was through the British Governmen t had ordered
a rigid enforcement of the Xavigation Acts in British Cul ­
onies. T his policy uf rigid exclusion of American ships ,
curning as it did at a rime when the American incentive to
trade with Australia was al read y weakening, brought the
trade to a sudden standsti ll. Sydner was not re-opened to
American shipping till 183 I, and in the fol lowing year the
Hugt'r:< ' ~hi p Tvore, former-ly re-opened the trade.H Hut
that is another srorv, and in it Providence had no part.
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by II ERIH:RT Pn .l.·

T he Ol d Stone .\1iI1 nt Xewport, Rhode bland, j;., one
(If the standing mysteries of the L' nircd States. Its his­
tory has in-pircd much intelhgenr though t and a great
deal of wonder.

We can discard the idea that it was built bv l ndiau - as
we do the thought that it was erected by f:tirie~.

T wo different hvporbe-e.. han been seriously main­
tained. T he fir-t , which is the most popular, t''-pt:cially
in Xcwport, is that it was built by Governor Benedict
:\ mold. ..ornctimc in the ..cvcnrecnth renton" as a wind­
mill. This rhccrv is ba-ed on the fact rh3.t the carlicst
written reco rd oc" it is ill the \\' ill of \'O\"LTIlOr Arnold ,
dnt cd the 2+th of Decem ber , jon , which re fers to it as
" Illr stone built windmill." T he belief th at Arn old built
it was ..upported hr tht: fact that at Chesterton, E ng land ,
ncar Arnold's <uppo..cd birth place, there i.. a somewhat
-imilar -r rucr urc which was at one time used a:- a windmif l.

In J67i the ~h()re,;; of Xarragan-etr Bay had been known
ttl European- for over one hundred years, and Xewport
had been permanently inhabited for nearly riftr when
Governor Arnold 's will was written, During the-e tifty
vcars , the re is no record or re ference to the ~ l ill. T his
~tTnb ttl he ta ken as conclusive e vidence 11\" those who
believe that .\ rn old buil t it, but we mu st ah~ rea lize that
no printed reference to it ever appea red until I l\19, when
it wa-, mentioned in the Gezetro, published in I Inrt ford ,
Connecticut. So far as I kno w, the only reference now
known to exist in the one hundred and forty vear-, between
Governor Ar nold ' :- will and the mention in the H artford
(;IIUflt:' is found in the minutes of a Q uarterl y :'\Iceting
held in Xewport en J uly 15th, 1756, nt:arly eightv year:­
after Governor Ar nold 's will.

T he fact that the early chroniclers of the first (urn'
year:- of X cwport made 11:1mention of the xnn, docs n;t
-ccm ~tJ a... toni-hing when we consider that those who fol-

T hl" Old Stone 'd ill, Xewport
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lowe d in th e da r~ of :\ewpurt \ . g reat est c mme ncc al so
omitted to refer to it.

T he earl v -en lers , and ill fact. the highl r culti vated and
ed ucated inh abit ant s of X cwpcrt in the cigh reen rh century ,
apparen tly took no intere ..r in it" origin or in any I.,(';I I
an riquitie... :h a matter uf fan, it was , e ven in Europe,
nearly the end of the eighteenth century before t here W:I"

all r rea l interc..t in ancient -r ruc rure-.
It i.. certain ly of European orig in. T he o ldest pict ure

of the Stone M il l is at tributed to Gilbert Stu art about
1770- 75. sho wing the ..tructu rc, 3" it then was, cun..idcr­
ably higher rbau today. on the to p of a hill ove rlooking
the harbor. It has been ..uggested that rhi .. painting was
nor hy G ilhert 'swart , hut br his daughter at a lat er date ,
The important th ing, however, abo ut thi s picture i.. that
it shows the \ Iill cousidc rablv higher th an it is now.

P hilip A. M ean .., in his hook, A'l"'J.·pOI'/ Toicrr, ( Henry
H ol t & Company, 19-4-2 J, make s a master ly anal p i.. of
(he theory tha t th e .\ I ill wa-, built by Engli sh sc n lers ,
an d annihila tes it com plet el y and foreve r. 1Ie sho ws that
Arn old d id no t come from the neighborhood of Ch ester­
tun and th at t he Cbc..rcr ton structure wa.. not bui lt to he
a mil l. H e points ou t t hat one mi ll was q uite sufficient fo r
a town the size of the Xewport of those days ; that the o ld
mi ll built bv Pet er Ea ..toll wa.. blown down in a hu rricane
at the time of K.ing Phil ip's War . .:'\Io..t of the active me n
were needed for rig htin g and unq ue..t io nably the-e avail­
ahlc wou ld not devote themsel ves to anv ..uch work at
such a tim e. T he ne w mill built th en was ~ wooden struc­
tu re ncar Ea...ron's Pond .

A lt hou gh th e sit uat ion at the h l p of t he hill i~ guod
fur a windmill , the cOlbtruct ioJl i" (w t. T he arche.. are
too sma ll for wag oll.. luad ed with grain to pa ~, through,

Arches arc che3pe r to hu ild th an so lid wall s-. T hey
cwnumize materia l and can he huilt hy alnw ... t any ma~OIl

m uch murc rapidly, and if properly made ca ll hcar any
weig ht which can concei \'ah ly h.: put un them qu ite as well
:t, can a ,o lid wall. An arch, hu we\'cr, will nu t ~ta nd th e
tw ist ing. sidt:wi~e pu...h wh ich wuuld come frum a windmill.

T he w:tll ", o f an ordinary ..rune or hric k hu u..c will sup-
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por t m uch greater load, than will a wood en or even steel
f rame , but they will 1I0t ..rand up a.. well ngaiu-t the
twi...ring fo rce of an earthquake , the charge uf a mo to r
truck, the impact of a bomb ur the tor..ion of a windmi l l.
I n l ral v when: earthquake.. are frequent , and wood i..
expensive . the wnl l.. uf ..tone or bric k huu..e.. are alway",
nude verv much thicker than in other countries. In Portu ­
pi w here there arc many ..ton e windmi lls , they art: always
built a......olid a... if for tht: ...upport o f huge towers.

O rdinarv com mon -.t:lbe would sugge...t that a com­
munirv which wn-, ..an ... tied with wood en dwell ing ho uses
a nd ch urcht:s , would uor go to t he trouble of buildi ng
stone windmill s. I f C ovc rncr Arn old, o r anyo ne else,
had had the t ime an d moncv need ed to build such a ...t rue ­
t urc , he would at JIU greater cost ha ve buil t him-elf a
stone house, or if he were u... ing public muncy, a sto ne
church , town ha ll or fort,

I r see ms inconcei vable that a poo r a nd ex tremely prac­
tical ...ocietv, such a... rhar uf X cwport ill the ti rst forty yea rs
of -errlement, would have selected a windmill, situate d
in the hel d , out of town, a... its o n ly expe rimen t in ..{One
bui lding. They were not mi llionaires, spending the wea lth
of the coun try Oil the ir own plca-u re-, They were ex ­
t re mely practica l men who needed for their immediate
... upport, the rc ... ult uf every bit o f effort they could expend.

l 'nque-tionablv there i.. no similar ..rrucrure in A mer­
ica, ;InJ a... far a.,. I know in nu part of the world has anyone
ever hui lt ..uch a thin~ fo r U":'C a.. a windm il l.

l lial mar l lol and, in a book• . Imt"ri(tl / 3:5:5-/364
f J) u~· II. :-'Ioa n and PearCl' 19-4-61 , sugge...ts th:tt the builders
uf tht: tower were mt:mher~ uf a n l'x peditiull ..em hy the
King of :\' urw ay ttl ..l'arch for the .,.un'in)r~ of a :\orw cg ia.n
Colol1\ in G reen land which had hee n attacked :tnd anlll­
hi latel1 h\' the Esk im o.... 1Iula nd bc1ie\'es t hat whe n thi s
expediti u;\ arrin'd at (; rn'nhnd, it found t he culony
urt erh' (lcs t ron·d and ...ai led wc~t and sDuth ..ear ch ing for
~ ll n'i \:urs . 1(l\'ing hea rd of :\'cwpurr, rher Wl'nt thither,
and Wht' ll the\ - found t hat th e refugees had nut Cu lllC there,
det ached an ~x peditiun f rom rht: mai n fur(c allll st:nt it
lIurt h a lu ng thc wa,t to search fur them. Thi ~ t:xpcdi tio n
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ra n up th e coa- t as far as H ud son RIY which it eu rere d
and t he n wen t up the X e l....m Ri ver to M innesota wh ere it
t ried to swing en... r and return ove r land to the main furcc
at X ewport. H ol nnd certain ly p roves tha t a Xorwcg iun
expedition did ~o up the Xclson River and did fina lly
disappear in :\ I innc-'O{;l.

His inference... in most cases have been iu... tifi ed bv dis-
covery of remain and he makes no at tempt to g'l be yond
what can he rca onabl v p ro ved. lie ha-, discovered all
these rel ic- demonstrati ng the ha...tr ra....age of a sma ll
group of men who had no mean" wh at soe ver of replacing
anything: which they lo-r, and therefore would han: taken
part icular care to lo-c as little a... possible. T hey obviou...lr
t ravelled as fa-t as thev could for which re ason we lind no
wa ll s or t ra ces o f anything like a set t lemen t, hut - ril l a ll
the-e casual d roppings have been fo und in a country which
has nu t been one-tenth a" much dug over as ha, the sire o f
X ewport, which he be lieves to have been the semi-pe nna­
ncnt ram p of the main e xpedition fro m which these ex­
plorcrs we re detached . It seems obvious that this main
body would have left, and would han: left in a cump:tra­
t ivel y sma ll area , a great dea l more than a q uick march ing
expedi tion would ha ve scat te red in Canada and in :\l inn e ­
so ra.

T here i:- not a place in Eu rope where well disci plined
Rom an so ld iers encamped even for a sing le nigh t that
so me relics have no t been discovered . a fte r having b in in
the ground since n tho usand years or more befor e th ese
Norsemen arc supposed to have been in X ewp ort.

l Ioland suggests also that the tower was buil t inci ­
denrallv for defen se . O f course fortified churches we re
very frequent in th o:;e parts o f Eu rope expo sed to ht'at he n
attack, ;\:lturally he r uns into th e \"t;~ry difficu lt pruhlcm
of th e :u'ched gro llnd fluor whi ch of co urse w,)u ld haw
bet'll uttl..'rly impossihle in E uro pt' as the suppo rt uf a
st r uctu re inte nde d for defense_ Ameri can sa vages , huw ~

en~ r, d id nor h:l\' C hatte ring ram" 0 1' any siege equipment,
but th ey were q uire ah le to make tire a nd , getting unde r
rhe ar che:-., euu ld han: hurn t our the defenders :1bo\'e wit h
g rea t ea:-e. Ilob nd gets oYer thi" difficulty by th e h~"pu~

thesis of a vcrv heavv cement and stone domed roof unde r
t he lowe-r flo;lr. It -is almo-t inconceivable that a pnc­
t icnll y m onolit hic block of rhnt size Could have disappeared
tot al lv wit hout trace. There i~ no indication on t he walls
of t h~ building that anv large bib of ma terial were torn
out wh ich would und oubtedl y have happened had this
dome col la p-cd , no r i... there any record o f any fragmen ts
discovered. :\-. a matt er o f fact, ma-ons able to build such
a struct u re would have almo-t ncce:-:-'1.ri l~" made it in such
a way t hat it wo uld have been quite a-, permanent as :tny
part of the bui lding.

If ..cern" . however, obvious that if defense had been a
...eriou.. object in planning the to wer. there would have
been no arche-, at al l. It wou ld ha ve been better to have
built it a:- a round wa ll, the lowest :-tory of which could
have been readily rillcd with earth or -rcne-, ma king a
solid and impregnable foundation fur rhe other part".

T hir tee llth cenrurv Scandinavian architects or soldiers
would he unlike ly to take the chance that it would never
occur to the Ind ians ro pick up a fa llen tree and u-e it :1:­
a batter-ing ram ugnin-r one of the supporting columns.
.-\ soldier uf rho-e dab would certainlv have insisted on
an adeq uate number o f ...ma ll openings our of which arrows
could he ..ho t ill a ll direction ... . and not have made the-e
o pe nings :-'0 large a.. to admi t the m issiles o f bc-icgcrs .

Ruth .\ Iean:- a nd H oland helie\"e that the to wer was
de-igned to be part o f :1 churc h and make muc h of the
[art that in nor thern Europe there were man y round
ch urcbe.., wh ich o f ro ur-c i:- truc : hu t rhcv do no t men tio n
th at -uch ch urches arc found all over f':urope - o ne at
least, almost exactl y the -umc in d esig n at T omar, t he
mo:-t im pu rta nt headq uarters lIf the T em plars. and later
o f th e Order uf Chri:;t, in Port uga l. There arc of cou rse
many in It a ly and in e\'t'ry uthe r E uro pean country_ T he..e
round churche:-. wen: uf te n hu ilt hy th e Knig ht:; T emplar
and ca n he fuund where\"er th en.: were :lny large com­
m:1llderies o f that Order.

T he T emplars were suppre ...sed in th e re~t of Europe,
hut in Portugal rhey wa c rellrgani zt'd a:- t he Order lIf
Christ, a lnlO... t t he un ly cha nge Ilt"i ng that they we re put
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under the authority of the King of Portuga l ra ther than
that of the Pope. T hey wen: maintained a.. a righ ting
order to drive out the :'\ l ()o~ and afterward... to protect
the country frum M oorish at tacks.

Prince H en r y the Xavignr or , whe-e ... lud ic... and intc rc... t
in naviga tion nu de pc ......iblc the g reat era of Portuguese
explora tion , was Grand M aster of t hi.. O rder and used its
fund s to finance var ious exped itions. :\l ost of t he Portu­
gue...e ships Oil e xplo ring expedi t ions bore the ( 1"0 ...... o f the
Order 0 11 thei r mainsails. It was qu ite certain t hat the
leaders of th e mari time interes t in Por tuga l knew t he
church at Tomar, the headquarters of the O rder of Chri... t ,
of which .\ Iigud Cortc rca l W;! :<. a me mber.

W e can ta ke it as absolutely certain that an expedition
settling in Xewpo rr, and large enough to de tach a party
of thirty or more to go on an exploring expedition. would
ha ve left a considerable number of artifacts. It is of no
pa rticular importance that there are no records of early
ea rth wor ks, or even uf wa lk Such thi ngs would not
at t ract t hc at ten tion of the carly settle rs, hut such an ex­
pedi tion would certai nly have left a certai n amount of
broken eart hen ware , and prohab ly at least as man y metallic
ob jects as did the e xpedi tion goi ng up the X cl son River.
~othi ng wh at soe ve r has l-ccn found.

I pass over completel y the M eans theor y of a colony
remai ning in Rhude b la nd for a couple of ccntune... Such
a settlement would unquestionably haw left plcnty of re­
mains which would have been discovered.

T his tota l lack of any artifacts in Xcwpcrt or it .. neigh­
borhood is cue of the most re markable parts of the mystery
which we arc considering. E w ry camp ..itc of any arm~',

and the -hurrc..t and lea..t ..ucce..sful attempt.. at pe rma­
nen t set t lemen ts ul l O'Tr the worl d have left thei r trace .
Ever y abaudoued barn , and every deserted far m house long
a fte r the last ti mber has rutted into the earth , is surrulllldcd
by link ubjeds, whi ch whcn dug up pro\e that it wa.. once
a place of huma n m:cupancy.

T o aCCuullt for t he Old Stune :\ol ill, we mu ..r :1ccept the
hyputhesi.. that it W:lS hu ilt hy E uropea ns, :Inti :1lso that
although they had the huilding skill to ercct it , they h3d

few tool .. and almost no baggage. I t mu ..t have been built
hy a group uf men who were on the i..land long enough
to build it. who had a reason for building it and who were
practically without the equipment and article.. of comfort
and luxury which would normal ly be brought hy a group
ur communirv sufficient,," civilized tu erect it. :-':0 expcdi­
non ur peopfe in that stage uf culture could po~:,>-iblr land
in a ..rrangc countr-y wit huut bri nging with them earthen­
ware dishes, possibly some g la..s, sil ver or pe wtcr mugs,
knives, forb , buck les , grindstones, etc. T hat none of these
thin~ haw been found in a district as much dug ove r as
Xe wpc rt suggests 'Try strong ly that the people building
the Old Stone :'o li ll had none or verv few of these things.
O f cour-c , evcrv shard of earthenware would not be
dug up, and t:~"ery shard dug up would not neces­
..arily he recognized . but that no relics whatsoever of the
builder" of the O ld Stone :'ol ill , bevond the xun itsdf,
..hou ld remain, indicates very strongiy that rher had very
link impedimenta.

T his inevimhlv force .. us to the conc lu..ion that the
hui lders of the hid Stone Mil l were a gro up of ship­
wrecked sailors. T here seems to he nu other renublc hypo­
the..is. Such men would he ab le ro build such a stone ..t rue­
rure , wou ld have a reason to do so, as I sha ll ..how later,
and would have with thcm verv fe w artifact .. to lose . It
remains to ..uggt· ..t who were the-e sai lors.

The \'oY:lge of Columbus proved that there were i-Iands
in rhe western ocean. Other \"{)y:tb->t::'>- proved that there was
land we..t of these islands. The l 'crt ug uc..c navigator
Cortcreal -ccm.. to have been rhe first to -u-pccr the exist­
enre of a great rontinen t, but there was always the possi­
bilitv that somewhat: along the coa..t this supposed con­
rine nt might have 3 strait run ning across it to the Pacific
O cean. A.. they explored the con..t and ra n up the g reat
est uaries rhvy cou ld a lways hu pe that th e nex t turn wou ld
hring th em ill sigh t of t he wat ers of the g rea t So ut h Sea.
I magi nc the feel ings of \ "erraz ano sailing up the sa lt an d
tidal wat t:rs of tht: long inle t which we call the Hudson
!{i' "er with thi .. hupe at the e nd of C\'ery reach. :" ar r:t­
g:II1'-t:tt Ha ~" , too , might be thi .. sought-for pa ..sage.
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I n the year 1500 , King Eman uel of Portugal gave a
commission to C aspar Ccrtcreal , a llo wing him rc explore
at his own expen-..c and ri-k the i..lands and continen t.. which
he migh t discover in the we..t , and guaranteeing him t he
r ossc..sion of what he found. T his i.. an important point
which has nor heen sufficientl y con..idered. E ven thoug h in
many GbCS expediti on.. had been ..upporrcd hy rnerchnnt,
and ..peculat ors, and in alrno..t eve ry case the leade r.. and
members of the exped ition received a part of the propert y
discovered , the case of Curt crea l is the first and almost
onl y expedi tion of th at time , ..ent to unkn own countries,
which was entirely a matter of private en terprise.

In the course of the summer of 150() Cortercal di ..~
covered a country at 50 d egr ee.. Latitude, of which he
thought the climate cold and which he called T er ra Verde
IGreen land I because of the tree... T his unl ucky choice of
a name made for confu..ion in the minds of a good man y
st udents and gave them the idea that he had actuall y
reached Crcculand , the so uthc nuno..t point of which is
60 degrees and cer tainly was never wooded at any time in
recorded hi..tory . T he 50th degree goes th rough the nort h­
ern part of Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. Lawrence"

When he came back fr om his voyage, Gaspar organized
anot her expedition with the financia l assistan ce of his
brother, Mi guel , who took a half intcrc..t in the ent erprise.

It is un fortunate that all Portug uese records were kept
in Lisbon and were almost all des tr oyed in the earth­
quake and tire of 1755, and it i.. for this r-eason that I am
ob liged to refer to t he corre..pond ence of the Venet ian
Amba-sador-. It i.. di fficult frum the description "em by
t he..e d iplomats to get an accura te idea of the route fol ­
lowed by Cor te-cal .

It is probabl e that he went directly we..t, and in the
course of his two voyage.. he arri ved about at t he mouth
of the Delaware and t hen weI}( north . T he next r ear, I SOI ,
he wellt fu rth er nur th and ..ellt hack two uf hi.. Clra \"c!s to

Pon ugal, while he continued on rhc Aml·r ican coast for a
littlc while by him..elf , intendi ng to return later. lie newr
re turned.

~ I iguc! Corh.:real , in hi:- de ..ire to hdp hi~ brut her . go t

I

an authorizat ion from King: Emanuel and ccnducred an ­
other expedition. lie had three well equipped ship.. bui lt
at hi.. own cxpeu-e. W hen they arrived in America. the y
explored the mouth .. of variou.. rivers in the hope of find­
ing (;a..par. T he..e three ..hip.. arranged a rcndczvou.. on
the 12th of Aug u..t , and a~ the ..hip of Miguel Cortcrea l
never arrived at t he meeti ng place, the two othe r ship..
rcrurued to Port ugal . T here was no more news of ei the r
Corr erc ul.

Assonue r 11;1 ' ", in :'\la s..achusctt s, is a small , ver v ..hallo w
inlet on the e;\'ot hank of the T aunton Ri\"cr ,' opposi te
Dighton. It i.. about half war bet ween Fall River and
T aunton. Xenr high water mark there is a large boulder
covered with various inscriptions which has been known
since early colonia l days.

During ncarlv three ccnturic.. there have been a great
man v reference.. It) this Rock and man v t becric.. on irs
origin have been ad vanced . T here can ~ no question that
the inscription.. were there at the time of t he ar-riva l of
t he Eng li..h, and var ious drawi ngs made of them at odd
tim es in the ln..t th ree hundred ycnrs , beg inning with t hat
of the Rev. j ohn Dan fort h, she w that t hey huvc remained
..ub..tantiall y unchanged and without later additi ons of any
impor tance.

T he lat e P rofcs..or Ed mund Burke Dclabarre, of Brown
Universit y, made by far the most serious ..rud y of the
Dighton Rock." H e observed t he Rock it-elf wit h the
utmo..t at tention. H e made a scric .. of pho tographs, man y
by flashlight . ..u that he cou ld carefu lly compare pictures
taken wit h the lig ht coming: frum variou.. directions, T he
..hndo ws falling in di fferen t directions in differe nt photo­
¥rap~.. gave him the he..r po-...iblc way of studying t he-e
In..crtpnon...

Profes..or Dclnbarre studied his phot ographs with a
microscope and ..uys : " The fi r-, t inde pende nt d iscO\"ery
that I mad e for Ilw self , hy aid of this new hatt en" uf
phutogra ph .., was t h~ da rc '"15 11.' ..\ l rnu..t e\ 'errl)lle ~· be ,
neg-lecting the lowcr cur ve of the 5 and add ing the circle s

...... Edmu nd 1\. 1l..1~t."" .., I.",,,,' ,· f ~ f, ' , II~ Oi l ht~ ~ R o.-k " l' ubl" ' I; 'n ...1 Ih..
I:,f.~i..l S••--id, . / II .. ..,h.lf. \ ", 1. I ' 11 " 1, n, 1'11-, .nJ lJ' r~ t~ ~ R • • ~, -.;""
Y" rk, t" 2 ~ "
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rese mbli ng sun -symbols just abo ve and below the 5 1, had
~CJl t his :l'; a smal l human f igure. O nce see n a" a dare ,
with Ind ian pictographs d rawn ove r and around it, it i..
unmistakable."

Furt her study sho wed him th e name of :\ Iiguel Cor­
rcrca l and the letters \ " D E I hie DUX 1.:"1>, and beneath
the word D U X n rough outli ne of t he arms of Portugal.
T he re ca n be nu doubt th at rhis inscrip tion has been on
the rock from the begi nni ng, al though it was un recognized
and con fused with superimpo...ed lines.

I be lie ve we may take this inscri p tion as bein g certain
in its inten tion. Its existe nce has bee n prove d as fa r back
as 1680. Its mean ing is obvio us. \ " DE I obviously means
volunratc dci -h\' God's will -and DUX I:"D - t he
leader or chief of rht: I ndiuns ; I :" I) being an nblu-cviation
for "indorum."

T he name of Cort erea l was for cen turies unkn own , ex ­
cept to se rio us student:', and almos t certai n ly had neve r
been heard of in Xcw England at the time when we ha ve
th e tirst defin ite proof of the existence of some of the
markings which indicate his na me . There is every reason
to accept Professor Delabarrc 's conclusio ns th at Cort creal
inscribed his name Oil th is rock and al -,o that he was not
eq uipped with European tools with which to make deeper
markings on the stone.

Professor Del nbarrc believes that th e first inscription
011 the ruck was that of Ccrrereal and th at th e superimposed
doodles were th e work of id le Ind ia ns.

It see ms to me that we ha ve here th e mo-t tenable hyp" ­
thesis abo ut th e O ld Stone :'\Jill. Co rn -real , while anxiou..
to make d iscoveries of unknown lan d s, rea lized onlv too
well tha t unless the products of such lands were \'al~ahlc
and easily transport ed. his discoveries wou ld be worth ' "cry
lit tle . Cortercal hop ed , like every ot her exp lore r , ro tind a
passagt· thro ugh to th e Pacific. I t is obvi ous that if he came
to th e mouth of Xarraganscrr Hay, he would go up it,
full of hope, and it is quite pos sible that caug ht in a swi ft
tide, especially if he came dow n the E ast Pus-age, his ship
was dri ven with great force against a rock and sa nk imme­
d iatel y. Ship-, c f those day s Were hea ly and would till

ra pid ly. In such a ca-c there would not he time to collect
many too ls o r mu ch equi pment. T he cre w woul d scramble
for th e boat and get ashore a" best thcv could.

Oncc ashore th e question of esca l~e would be the first
cousidc rar iou. I Ltd ther pnsses"ed ad eq uate tool s they
could probahly have buil t a ship with which to go north
or sout h in th e ho pes (If meeting some European vessel .
W ithout too ls, howeve r, rhev would he obliged to stay
where [he}" were, ho ping for resc ue.

A stone structure such as the one under consideration
wou ld not requi re as many tool s as would a wooden towe r.
It is part icul arly important to realize that a wooden struc­
ture would have required almost exact lv th e tool s that
would he needed for mak ing a boat. .

T he stones that were used in the N ewport tower <how
littl e iudicnt ion of h;l\"ing been shaped or particularly
worked over, T he cement is made of lime from shel ls.
T here a re no sto nes hig e noug h to req uire ev en a block
and fall s to get them into position.

The fact that this rowe r is th e onl v mon ument erected
In ib builders sho ws vvr v clearlv that rhcv had no idea of
~tti nJ; up a perma nent , or even semi-pe rmanen t estab­
lishment. ;\ g ro up of scrrler-, able to construct such a build­
ing, adequa tely equipped with tool s and expecting to he in
i':ewpo1"t for a long time, would have huilt themselves
ccm for rahle house s and a fort long before ther started a
stone towe r.

T he on ly pos"ihle rea -en for a g ro up of civi lized people
to begi n a nd e nd thei r bu ildi ng operarion-, with a thin g like
this is th at they wanted as soon as possihle to erect a struc­
t ure which wou ld at t ract the attent ion of possible rescuers
~l i li ng a long th e coast. The ti rst th ing that the trad it ional
ship-wrec ked sa ilor docs is to put a shi rt or a fbg on the
tallest tree he can reach.

An inte ll ige nt man in Cortereal's posit ion would have
se lected the highest point he could find with a guod view
of the sea and, if possibl e, erect some sort of a beacon or
look -out from whence passing vcs-cl s could be -ig na led .

The Port uguese han: always been good masons. Even
today their- fa vori te war of con..t ruction is ttl u-e smal l
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stone- thickl v embedded in cement , which i-, the method
u-ed in the ( )Id Stone ;\li l l.

O nce we accept the idea of u-ing arche-, a-, a :-upport for
a round str uct ure , eight archc.. i:- the mo-t obvicu-, number.
It take.. no calculation to by out the plan. ;\ -mallcr nu m­
her would not ..upport a round building. The ..hip -wrecked
..ail ors, or wh oeve r it was who built the O ld :-itone .\ l ill,
a rra nged it wi th windows looking o ur to ..ca . E \'cr y p" ,,­
siblc ap proach hy water h.r.. an op ening in the Xlill . T here
is one locking over E a..ron' .. Hay, one hn.. n view of rhe
open ..ca and the third command.. the harbor. There are
none on the north or land ward -idc, alt hough thi .. i.. the
di rection [rum which ..avage encmie.. woul d he mo-t likely
tu come.

The-e openings are all window... T here arc no smal l
aperture.. through which gun:-. or ar-r-ows could Ill: tired in
..ume securi rv and which would nut admit mi:-.:-.ile:-. from the
our-ide. Su~h openinp have alwav.. been widel y known
a nd wid c!v u-..cd in all ..trucr urc- built for defense. Where
the wall " nrc th ick, t he upt' ning i" broad on the in ner ..ide,
narrowing to the ..rnall c..t po-cihle o utlet that will allow
adequate view. T he broader opening in t he rear make.. it
pll"..ih 1<.: for t he marksman to ..wing hi.. weapon . X evert hc­
Ie.... the X cwp ort builder.. made window...

Arches can be built m uch more rapidly than wall s. if
there i.. a fairly good rna-on to su perintend thc work. In
the GN,' of thc X cwport to wer, the ..tone-, had to he brought
bv hand. a" did the "hell, carried up from the beach to
h: burnt for lime and the sand with which tnt: cement wa..
made. I f the to wer wa .. to he completed ill time for the
hoped-For expedition of the yen following. a cour..e uf
arches at t he bot tom would be the obviou-, thoug ht of
any con..t rurtor in a hu rry.

T he Ia\'i"h u"'e lIf cement i.. characteri:-tic o f a great dl:al
I)f Porr ug ue..t: h ui ld illg tn the prl::-.en t d ay. :\ n}'tllle who
has e\' er ..t:en It a lian ur ..kill cd nvrth E uropl:<I n ma..on..
bui ldi ng a wa ll with :-. tune:-. carefu lly tined loge thcr :J. nd
unl v the in ter.-tice .. rili ed with ce ment , wi II ~ee the di ffere nce
wh~n he ta ke:-. hi:-. rirst g lance al the ( )Id ~tone :'0 iii I, which
was built in the Port ug ue'C wa~' , alrhough at the time

cement mu-t have been appreciably harder to come by
t ha n ..tone.

T he Fact that the -toncs them-elves are nlmo...t all un­
dre-, ..ed , "ugge:-.t... that the constructors were practical ly
withou t tool s.

T he ..t ru ctu rc was al rno...t ccrtnin lv ap preciably higher
than it i.. nnw. T his is shown ill the picture hy Stuart, I tis
generall y belie ved that fur some reason a to p ..rory wa..
kn ocked off bv the British at the t ime of t he Revolu tion ,
a lthough there i" no record of this dest ruction. In allY
en..e there wou ld han: bee n a plat form on the tup where
lookout" could he stationed and probahly where a beacon
tire cou ld Ill: maintained at night.

Afte r the wreck. one o f the problem ... which wou ld pre­
sent itself to the commander of such an expedition would
have been the ta-k of keeping hi" men occupied and hope­
fu l. H e wo uld not want them wandering along the coast
in ..mall group", grousing, complaini ng and possible cook­
ing up a mu tin y. T he erection o f a building like the O ld
Stone ..\I ill woul d gi \'e hi m the perfect answe r to this
problem.

T he building W:lS orig ina ll y faced with pl aster a" ar c
most of the stunt' buildi ngs vf Po rt ugal. Before the i..lami
wa -, cove red with tree.., e very ship cruising with in sighr of
X ewport wo uld have seen this to wer and would probably
haw entered It) investigate.

A not her que-rion which must he considered i,:, wh~ this
civi lized group with ..orne knowl edge of rna..onry dc\'uted
it-elf entirely ro building a tower rather than a fort or :I

d welling. T he firep lace in the tower suggest:-. that at lea-r
one o f the purpo-e.. of erection wa.. to p rovide a place o f
habitation. I r- size -hows that rbcv m u-r ha\'e heen \'en'
few. T hat they (milt a tower con~picullu~l y \i,ihle f ro ,;'
t hc "ea rather th an mure com fortahle and Illwer d we lling
p l acc~, ..ugge..ts ~trllngl y en ou gh to he neces..arily acccpted
that ther were hui lding a heaclln to att rac t the atren tio!l
o f passing- \'e""e!s.

Of cour...e a ll this discu"sion i:-. nu thillg but tht: we ig hing
o f p robabil it ie... .-\ COndtbioli reached br thl: elimination
uf a ll impo:-."ihle hypothe"'C:-. flt;\'Cr :-.tJnd~ a'" :-.o lid ly a~ one
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which i~ -upporrcd hy tangible proof; but in this question,
a:- in :-0 rn.tuv of the problems of Iife, we mu-r rclv on
prnhahi litr, \\'e mu-r usc the met hod s uf the arc heologist
rather than of t hc historian.

It would of course have been pu:-~ihle for Corterea l to
h:I\"C been wrecked in some other part of the country, per­
hap... further north and to have worked his wav rc the
P rovidence River, and in hi:- despair of rescue have become
thc leader of an Indian communitv.

I f We accept this, we rind our-e lves back where wc
..tarred , luoking for another group of shipwrecked sailors
able to build ...uch a monument and having a rca-on to do
~. T he leader of the partr mu-r have been a man who
firml y expected that an expedition would he ~1It to tind
him and who believed that thc be-t thing he could do would
he to -cr up a beacon which could be observed from the t-ea .

An explorer without a livelr hope of rescuing friend-,
would have been much more likclv to drive northward
where he would run a chance of meeting fishermen. or
even to attempt the \"l'rr long and di fficult journey south
in the hope of hnding Spanish explorers. T he hypothetical
expedition must abo han: been suddenlv wrecked to ac­
count for thc complete lack of di~lJ,"ered' artifacts.

It ...ccm-, to me that the hypothesis of a wel l-eq uipped
expedition and even more of a long-continued settlement,
leaving 110 other monu ments, no sha rds of ea rthenware
and nu mcral . i:-:-o improbable a-, to amount to impossibili ty,
and therefore, we mus t a......umc ship -wrecked sailors.

\\'c know that Corterea l wa... in the neighborhood . l i is
imcriprioll nil the I>ig hton Rock i~ recognized hy all whll
ha\T gi\TIl allY :-tudy tll that 1ll1l11U l11ellT. H e wuuld ha\"!':
had c\"err illtt're... t in building :- uch a tower which wa~ mani ~

f t: ~ tl y huilt fur oh~cr\";\ti()n ra ther than dt:ft:n~e ,

" ' hiit- , uf CtJ ur:-c . nothing can be d etinirely pru\"cd, it
~t:cn'" hI me that hy far the rn u~t tenable of all thc hypu­
the~e~ that ha\'l: hccn uffcl"cd i ~ the a';~ lIm ption that t he
O ld Stunl' .\ Iill wa ~ huilt hy the POrt Ug LlC:-C under ClJr­
tt'rc: t1.

.\1\, ("Of1[cnrillll i~ hrie fl y thi:>.: that .\ka n~ ha:- fnn:HT
di"crl:ditni thc:hd id that the .\ Iill wa~ hui lt hy the Fng l i ~ h .

T he Scandinavian theory ill anrthing like thc for m in which
it has been expres...cd by Vlcan s or I Iolnnd i, also untenable.
It i ... q uite obviou-, that a permanent scrt lemenr such as
.vlcans ~ugge... ts could not have existed on the site of Xew­
port, which has been dug over to such all extent , withou t
leaving relics which would han: been discovered. Even
the temporary expedition sugge... red hr l loland would have
left some thing. T he tota l absence of prc-Engf...h. non­
I nd ian relics discovered at Xcwporr or in the neighbor­
hood in all the various plowings and excavations that have
taken place there, .;uggc-,;.b to me that the builders of the
Old Stone .\ Iill rnu...t have been shipwrecked sailors landing
with very little more than their clothes. T he" were
obviously civilized men knowing how to build arche.. and
make cement; they also m ust have had a motive for build­
ing: manife... rJy the .\ l iJl was not built for defense. ='0
fortified tower in Europe or any where else has ever been
built with an open ground floor , T he usual method wou ld
be to build eight or ten feet of solid wall , cntirelv til led
with earth and stone, an outside and p(J:-~ibly det~chable
staircase to the tirst floor which wou ld he pierced with small
openings out of which arrows could be shot , and which
would be difficult to hit from the ou tside. T he opt:nings
in the .\ Iill are long and easy targets facing the sea and not
the land side , from which enemies would be rnosr likclv
to come" It is obvious that it was designed a~ a heaco~
or signal tower.

T he ordinary indivi d ua l explore r with one ~hi p would
scarcely have been so hopeful of rescue as to wait for it in
Xewport - he wuu ld haw made an c ffort eirher tu gu
nort h wher c hl: could hope for some Eurupean ti... hing
ves~d , ur t'l risk the lung march toward Cuba. E \"en if
hc wcrc accompanied hy a ~qu:ldroll , he would have waited
oll l ~' a couple of mont h:- to Ill: sure th at hc wa ~ gi\"Cll up br
hi~ companions . .\ Iiglld Curten:a l wa~ in a di ffert' llt posi­
tion: he had cumc out himsclf ...carching for hi~ hro th er,
and woul d ha\"e expected his urhc r hrllther to lunk for him ;
therd'lre he thoug ht it wnrth while ttl wait where he was,

Even if rou di ...card the heli ef that thl: .\ Iill wa~ huilt br
the Por tug uesc, yOll h:l\'e to go hack to the problem of
find ing anuther group of ~hi pwreckcd sailor~,
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GntllHRI ' " F ,R I T ARY

A Hlockfrou t Scc reta rv

P R ESC .:\L\ Il L Y \L\UE FOR JOSEP H BROW;':

/I.v :'\l.\HEI. :'\ IL-:"so:" Sw ..\I\*

1\0 more appropriat e ~ettil1 g can be imag ined fur the
magnifi cent Goddard hlock fr onr - secre tary shown in the
illustration than J o hn Bro wn H ouse , one o f th e most richly
decorated bll i ld i l1g~ of its time , now occupied by th e R hode
Islan d Il i ~tur ica l Sccier v. This is the house which lo hn
O uincv Adams on his vi~it to P ro vidence des cribed as'''the
most magni f cent and elegant private mansion" hc had seen
on rhis con rin eut. It was designcd in 1786 by J u~ep h Bro wn,
one of the four brothers: "Xick and lo, fo hn and :\ )0," wh o
under the firm's name of ~ i c h u l a~· Brown and Company,
became me rchant pr inces accumulating great wealth in
trade. A Ithough th is house was one of many orher e laborarc
ones in P ro v idence , it deservedly won the local reputation
o f heing the finest.

I h ;,re in the office, j osep h Brown's secretary dominates
the room. I t has been cal led the finest of all the hlockfront
secre tary group, a nd reputedly was mad e hy j e hu Goddard
fur j o-epb Brown at about the t ime of his marriage in 1759.
I t i-, listed in his inventory as " [ ;\ lahogany I Jc-k & Hook­
case in the Xorrh Par lou r" o f his house on South M ain
Sn-eer and was valued at £12,

I t is a most dignified piece with great beauty (If line and
proporticn ; and though it is a tall piece, in the j ohn Brown
H ouse it gives no impression of excessive height. O f e ve nl y
matched and richly colored mah ogany, it is ty pical of G od ­
dard's l-est work , and is indeed, t he most clnbcrate and
highly developed (If all th e known blockfro»t secre taries.

Although the interior of the bookcase i-, n:r~ ' plain, the
ex terior full) com pensates for all} lack of ornament with
nine carved shc]ls to pping the full } blocked frunr. F urther
decoration is effected hy the extension of the lines between
the blocking carried through the top p.mc !s un the d oors,
the un ly known instance o f thi s t reat ment.

• \1 " . S" .m II ." ",itkn "'-'n.' ." lid ,·, "I hi"" ,i, i" " ,,,·'t . m .m" " I " hid, h,,, ,'
.'Pr<·.lreJ i" ."I>«i '" ,, '., Il, .,p,j" c.
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Other interesting points to notice are: t he unusua l placing
of carved shell s on the desk l id ; the Rat blocking cut from
the solid wood of the drawer [r nnts ; the three doors of th e
book case all blocked wit h she lls at th e top; the high sweep
of the broken arch top: the car ved rosettes which term inate
the moulded scrolls of tne ped iment ; al l unusual and most
decorat ive features.

T he sma ll spiral th at curves outward on the bracket foor ,
whi ch is a characte rist ic of the Townsend-Goddard pieces,
is a closed spiral on this secretary. T his spiral . th e dcli cutc
urn shaped finials, and th e moulding around the broken
a rch are typical G oddard characteristic".

In 1759 when j ohn Goddard is thought to have made
this secretary, hiscabinetmaker's shop was on the waterfront
in th e north west part of Newpo rt on what was then known
a~ Easton's P oint and which i" no w Washin g ton Street.
H ere hi" three son- , T ownsend , T homas, and Stephen, his
" boys" as he called them , worked with him learning their
father 's trade . .lob T ownsend , his father -in -law, -undcr
whom J ohn Goddard served his apprenticeshi p, had his
cabinetmaker 's "hop close hy.

T he Coddards a nd Townsends were Quakers, a nd
Ea~ton \ Point was a Quaker communitv which had [jccn
left to the Society of Friends. D uring the Revol ution these
Q uake rs fell under deep suspicion because of their religious
principles against carrying arms" J ohn Goddard's name was
placed un the lis t of ~lIspect~ as early as J uly 10, 17i6, and
when r-umors of his leavin g Xewporr with the Br i t i ~ h be­
came widespread, he and his friend T hom as Hobi ll ~o J1 were
confined to their own vards until the cnemv had sailed awav
carrying Daniel G od dard , J ohn's brorher.wirh them. .

F or many years authen ticated Xewport tradit ion steadily
maintained that [u hn Cuddard was the maker of the sev­
era l blockfrOlH ~ecretaries t hat had turned up in R hude
h land, all wit h the ~ame characteri~t i cs: the fl at blockfront,
the large ca rw el ~he lls , the scroll un the ogee hracket f!Jot,
the mould ing un the pediment , and the ~Ielldel" urn ~haped

finial~ "

Some letters in the Rhod t.: b land Il i ~ t ur i ca l Sucien"CUll ­

firmed the tradition that G uddard had made fllrniw"re fl)r

the Browns a-, well a~ for j abcz Howell and Governor
Stephen H opkins :

X cwporr .' "e Jnrh of;-e 6th mo I 76"l
Fr-iend Brow n

I send herewith the T l'J T Jblc 6.: com mon C hJ irs w hich thou spoke
for with th e Hill the other \\"o rk is in gooJ forw.irdness hope to co m­
pleat in .1 short rime" I reed a few lines [rom ja bcz Bow en Wh0111 I
Sllpp"se this furniture is for Request ing m e to make a pre. C ase of
Drawers. plcsc In inform hi m I shall gIJJI.I" serve him if he I'm w.HC
t ill som e ti me in the fall w hich will be as soon as I can finnish them JS
I hJH' hut litt le help if he inclines to wat c for me I would know
w het her he m" M1S to have the m .l itf erL'nt [ rom wh at is co mmon, as
t he n, is J sort wh ich is called a C hest on C hest of D rawe rs & ~wcl '.l

front w h ich .rrc costlv as well JS ornimcutal . rhou'Il please to let me
know friend Howc n's minJ that m.,.,· conduct ;lCcording ly t ill th" n
am th.'" fricud

Jno G odd .u J

M oses Brown replied on October 10,
\-I r" G oJ.Hd Sr

I reed ~ "o urs of ~'e -!- t h inst in Regar d to wh . n \l r Rowen w rote you
I hal l no Knolidgc of, hut from my acquaintance wit h hi lll I ~111

in duc'd to believe h" would usc no m.m w ith more Scvc ritv than Ihel­
deserve hut it is possible he may be m istaken as to ~·c r ani"cuLl r Til11'~

rhcv Were to be Delivered , but this vou IV a, 10 do, that is, Finish vc
\\" ,; rk [ W ro te for ' "C firs t HIU d id .Iiter mv Brother, \\"i f~ s furnit u'r~

wer e ..10 11<', hut Ins;cad of ;his ~-ou have m~de work for G ov H op kins
h m ilr spoke for in \-b~" and d elivered it bdore ou r> and we have yc
greate st Reason to t hin k ~"ou once sold p.ut of th a t ma de on purpose for
us as I'C boa tman C udgo once told rue th e \\"o rk was ReaJ ,· hu t J, it
was S(;meth ing D r islr ~() I.l d id not Care to sen d it. an J at ye same T im e
sent wo rd for lIS to Rel inqu ish J T able w hich ~'o u could have £20 run -e
for , hut we Rifus'J no twi thstanding which it d id not come ill Som e
Tunc . I should he 'err so rry to th ink yo u hn'e l1" t acred agreeable to

your lngag cmc nt In m e if ~"oU RC;llly ha d Jone it , but ( m ust he free to

Tell ~'ou I ca n not thi nk ;.-ou have when I was at .H'ur ~hop w ith our
Fr iends T " R"hinson and \V " Richardson aht.le 2,rh " f .\ pril Y"ll told
me .'·ou had gO! all ~'<lur \Vo rk in good Forwardness .\e \ \ ·o rJ , a' neJr
.1. C~ n Rem em her ~lt1 ~ of " hi ch r ou t hc'n ,howeJ me and I hcli,,\"e
hothe' rn G cnt would be l10t a litt le ·~urp r iscd wcr \.· th~r tol.1 th.n re
\\'o rk then in Fot\ \J rJ ness was 110t all dcli" e reJ ulllil aht ; m onth s after.
T hc Chn n "T .lhk 5; Lcat her Chair s I ",nt Ie monel" for;lS I " "ro tc .1IlJ
.hould {;Ia:ll ~" ha,,: ' l"n ! it for .I"e mh"rs wer"c r hc~ Re" .l ~ .

T u this .Iuhn Goddard repl ied at once expressing his sur­
p r i ~e that :'\.I llses Brown sho uld even suspect him of not
treating him fa ir ly;
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[or m:-' rH! I cannot Conccil'c how it Could E nter thv Ifean In ~Ur!'O>oC

such a Ihing. l ·nk r..' lhou ha,'c been \l i ~l ll formd as J .1111 readv In think
thuu hasl ken :h Itl my ~nJillg to kll"'" if thou l\()ulJ K..·I..·", lhe
T anle it was 'JIllr to salisf.'· Collector " 'anton' , DJughll'T a' ,he wnut.1
not he rut olf without, I "as "" hr from ~llillg her or an.,'hoJ., else the
T ank tltH f l O or i :;ll "uul,1 have bec·n 110 tcmptatjon at all L'nl .....
thou haJ Conce..J ..·J 10 il which I diJ not expect or J"'sir,,-for I lhink I
can T rul: ' !.1.,. I never did any such thin!,: in m~' lifc-c-tbc onl:' Reasn ll
thou ha,j not lh .. T at-Ie ",un"'r was because C udgo chose to wale for the
C hair, anJ not h,.'Cau'C I haJ it to make or could ha'e i20 more for it
snd th ..· Ituru T aMe IUs done five or six """h hefmc the other Chain
which thou might ha'e had if called for . . . . Wd ! aC("l>rding 10 rh.. bo..~t

of m~' Car asityc \\ ith rq:uJ 10 m~' work for Gm " "r kins Fam i l ~' is
t ruc, an, l thou mUH ha" .. "'X('l.'CtLJ I should Fngag 'J wurk to ke"r my
Buys Imr luycJ if it should alittle RcIJ. rJ th~' "ork, [or Ill' must dOiOor
lie ShoulJ he out of l mploj-m..n l So hore thou will excuse and think
better of

t h ~' friend
John G ..JJ J.lJ

The-e [etters establish the fact that fohn Goddard was
making" furniture in 1763 for M o-cs Brown, for t he wife
of one of his brot hers, for j abcz Bowen, and for Go vernor
H opkins. T he " swcl 'd front" which he menti oned in his
letter as being o ",t1r as wel l as ornamenta l was with out
doubt the block front , fur what is now known as a swd led
front was not known in th is counrrv at that rime,

T here are te ll or more of these hlt~kfmJlt secrcrarv hook­
ca...es known of thi-, ty pe. T he one made fur ~ icholas
Brown is now owned br his great great gra ndson, J uhn
Nicholas Hro wu ; anothe r made for J ohn Brown is in the
GIrvan Co llect ion at Yale U niversity; severa l arc in the
Rhod e bland School uf Design. O ne purchased hr .\ rt hur
It I .isle [ rom a g randson uf El isha R. Porter of Kingston,
R hode leland , bears t he inscript ion 011 the back of one lJ f
the imi de dra wers, " M ade hv fohn Goddard in l i 6 1 and
repair ed by Thomas Goddar~i in 181.1 ," T he color uf t he
mah ogany in thi s secretary is somewhat dark er, and t he
she lls 011 the top drawer and the boxes Oil the ped iment are
lacking. Another blockfront secretary in rile Karolik Col­
lcctiurl in the Bostun ~ luseu m (}f F ine Ar rs resmhle s the
L isle sccrc ran ',

J ohn Godd'ard is cred ited with h:1\-ing mad t: nunr typ t:s
of furn iture, hut rhe picce of fur niture by wh ich he is knuwn

t he best is the block frunt ...ccrernry. Alt houg h I t ongm
was do ubtless European, 11 0 exact mode l of it exi rs as it
was de vel oped in Rhude Island and Conu ccticut. T he
blockfronr doe s nor exi...t in E ng land although a... 11' llIowa\­
...avs in his " Practical Hook of ..Ymcrican F urn iture and
I )~corat ion " if the curves of the D utch cabinet wer-e
st raig htened our we should have a close approximat ion of
t he American blockfront. l Icwever, olle name stand- out
in connection with the deve lop ment of the blockfronr in
this country, and that is J ohn Coddard.

At the d ose of the Revol ut ion, Xcwport wa -, in a de­
plorable condition. T rade wn ... completel y de... t rcved ,
then: was no work fur the cra ft-men, no orde rs from
wealth}' citizens. manr of whom had left Xewport. T hose
who had been obliged to ... tar there had d ifficulty in even
support ing thei r own families. J ohn Godda rd died -ocn
a jtc r the d ose of the \\'ar, leaving an esta te in'ufficic !lt ro
pa}' his debt s.

T he brief period of the mak ing" of the-e magniricenr
-ecrc raries was over, bur sluwly with rhc pa'sing vear...
recog nition and full ap preciation has come of the work of
t he q uiet , soft spoken Q uaker, J ohn Goddard , the master
cra ft -man who made our tinc-t pieces of American fu rn i­
ture,

In m.' - arti cle ··:"e wport T ower lOT \ I il]," rrinte.! in Rn,,,/~ 1,I.m ,/
!f ist ' ,n ' , y. ; , no. I (jan u.l r~· . ! 9" ll) the bSI line " f the parag raph nll1ll'
bcred 13 OIl r age (, should rc.rd J',"'n~UJt "j '\" ""iJJ!,iJ'I-' ~1f !I.1\, . T his
places the scttlcnrc nr, the ~iJJtr,",,"" >11 Of/It'n J~l/ln,u'lt , J fel\ m'i1es west
of :"arra!!all<e ll R.I\'.

T he ~rg lll\le n t f;>r the l Iurch i. iN 'I', ,..I' ~ a re r., ,lrun~ one. \I r. l'ohl's
Ic-clm J le f""t. hm\ el'Cr, Joes nOI " xdu,l,' the l Juu-h, T he old ( 00 1 o f
I.c.lJ CI1 m easured .11.1 "' ''+ millimct rcs to .11.1 for t he lcclcn dic foot
used h.,' :'II, r. I'ohl. Fflrty- , ix onc-h un,ln',l th , or .1 l11 illimclre Pvt f'~ >l

produ ces djHcrcnccs of .If,.'U! h"lf .HI indl in nvcntv -scvcu fn·l . I l enec.
wilh .Hl al1" w;1I1'''' uf les, than lu lr ;l1l ineh in Ihe I.lf~ ,· , t Jimen, ions. "II of
\ I r. Poh!', :If!!Ume nIS for the k el.tn,lero lIi ll , uppon .m l· U,cr, of thc
I>lltd \ f{ ~>1. I knoll' fro m rud ul e,\ pL·ri,·n,"· in 111 1' wurk ' '' l C1ul1\ · IIt.ll
the,c 01 .1 ,.nlem. of men<uf.n i" n girl.· l11 ur h trouble : .11IJ c" t1c1u; i",,~ mu,t
I,,, h.l>eJ with greJI caulion un sud, r,·"tlt,.

K. .I . Conant.



The Design of the Joh n Brown Hou se,
I lcJ,lquJrh,nof the I{lwJ " lvland l Hstorical :-=.. ....i~,t~

by lIlt' latr :'\ OR \l1\!'\" ;\ I O RR ISOS IS H A'I, F.A.I.A.
ediud by J O II S H V T C H IS S C A DY ·

T rad ition !':lYS rhar J ohn Brown's house was designed by
his brother J oseph and that E ng lish craftsmen wor ked upon
it. \," hilc there can be litt le doubt that the design was made,
or was at least strongly influenced by j o-cph Brown, we
have no records to prove that foreig n craftsmen were ern­
1'10w d in it:- construction.

j O'.'Cph Hrown had been chairman .of a co":lmittcc ~p­
pointed to " make a draught" of the FIN Bapt ist ;\Jct:t l~g

H ouse and had designed his own dwelling (50 South :\1a1l1
Street I and the ;\J;ukct Build ing. H e is known to have
po-se...sed a copy of Gihl~' Book of 0 " rctntraure, from _whic~

the Baptist steeple was taken, and. a copy of Abra.ham Sw~n s
J)C'Ji XtIJ of .irchitrcturr whe rein arc found illustrations
which may have provided inspiration fur J ohn Brow n's
house.

O n a stone in the inside cel lar wall near the so uthwest cor­
ner i~ the inscription " Founded 17R6 by J ohn Brown," :~s

J o"l'ph Brown dicd 1receml 'e r 3d. 17RS. he. had n~ part In
it- construction and probably made no detail drawings for
the interior woodwork.

T he Reverend Edwin M . Sto ne. in a biography of Zepha­
niah Andrews, ' the mason , recorded that .:\ Ir. And rews buil t
l "nivc r..itv 11:1 11 and lobn Brown's house. T he probabilit y
is that some mas ter carpenter of P rovidence did the greate r
part of the work ; it is only in pa:ts of the ~ct~il that.a~lY ;;us­
picion of a foreign hand ~n arise and this I.~ :-0 m1l1lm1 7:cd
lw a carefu l analv ..is tha t, 111 the end , t he di fference which
:'tri kes unc at fir ..t comes til he largely a matter of scale wit h
some outside influe nce in the verv fi ne car ving:of t he deta il.

In his will made in I HO:! j ohn Brown described his house
a.." 54- by 50 [ccr squa re, three sto ries hig h, with a dee p eel-

• .\Ir . C~d\" rcccnrlv !l.u h<:<:11 clI!:a!:ed in arranging .1tId incl<:xing 1\1r .
!-ham's Jrchi'tcelural ~lrJ\\'in!:s, paper> and olhn documents. T his de­
scripticn of II." J"h'l Hrowu H ouse is J digl'Sl of certain rn"llusrri pu Jnd
note s {"un,! in till' ( o l1er t iun .

' Edwin \ 1. Slum", /'n-.,d Jr ll a A/!f),·i" I;',,, (,j J/u-h" 'Jir-s ,1".1 .ll.m ufoJ(.
turrrs [Providence, 11l( 0 ) , pro Il "\ -~ .
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la r under the whole." T he ell at the rear was not built unt il
later and the kitchen and bath ing facil ities were located in
outhouses. The pl an , while conforming in genera l to that
of ot her large P rovidence houses, had certain unusua l fea­
tures for th e period . T he "C herne of a centra l stnirwav ha ll
extending through the hou.;c was the same as ill the Ru..sel l
house (1 18 Xorth Ylnin Street) and the j oseph Hrown
house , erected 1772 and 1774-. respecti vely, except [hat the
hall partitions of the J uhn Hrown house were built of ma­
sonry. At some time, po....ihly originally, a narrower hall
extended through a pan of [he present north west room to a
side entrance, now do..cd, in the cente r of [he west wall of
the house. In contrast to me..t cuntemporary hou-,e.. of the
central-hall type, where the fireplaces were pu t in .pai"" in
two chimneys. which stood between th e room s, each fireplace
of the J ohn Brown hou ..c has a chi mney of its own , an ar­
rangeme nt which set a precedent for many later Provid ence
hou..e~.

O riginally the bou-c ..toed in the midd le of the lot. facing
on the steep grade of " Power's Lane," with a g-a rden on th e
cast and a "green yard" on the west. The garden is now
owned by th e E piscopal Diocese of Rh ode b land and is a
part of the esta te on which the Bishop's H ouse at 10 Brown
Street is located.

:\ disti nctive featu re of the facade, which followed Eng ­
lish precede nt but was new to Providence, is the sligh t pro­
jection in th e center, cro wned by a pedi ment. '-\ 11 open
entrance porch is set in the proj ection, with brownstone
columns crowned bv a woode n entablat ure and a bal ustrad e
with twisted balu sters, and ove r th e porch is a Pall ad ian or
Venetian window, retkcti ng a depar ture from Engli sh tra ­
dit ion previously adopted in th e First Baptist ;\It:eti ng
I l ouse and on the stair landi ng of th e Russel l ho use. T he
wall s have belt courses ro mar k the stories and art: crowned
by a very fine cornice, excelle ntl y proportioned to the ir
height.

T he effect of d ignity and rep ose which th e outside gives
repeats itsel f with in the house. T he stairway h:1 II, of course,
has th e New Eng land proportion as against the southern ,
but it is ,"Cr}' spacious for a norther n house and must have
been even more charming before the north window on the



stair land ing was closed hy t he cons truction of the el l. T he
d oers which open fr om th e hall to the rooms arc vc rv fi ue lv
trea ted with well detailed cntablat ures and broken -curved
pediments and some uf the best carving in the hou-c i:- found
in the friezes. T he great sraircn-c of mahogany with its
tw isted balusters and irs beautiful scroll at the fOllt of the
rail has a new device in the curved string at the landing
inst ead of th e usual square turn with two posts. Otherwise
this sta irway is a reli ned cop~' of the one in J oseph Brow n' s
house, even to the line ve rt ical scro ll , which see ms to exist
only in these two example.... with which the cap of rhc stair
wainscot is tinisbed.

T he rooms gin: a __ plendid impression of space , especial ly
the d rawing roo m on th e righ r of the ha ll. T he mantel and
over- ma nte l, incl udi ng the Fren ch marble firep lace fram e,
though compara tively modern . mar hare been remodeled
along the lines of the origina l; ther e wa ... probab ly no prece­
dent for the ceiling decoration added early in the present
cen rurv. T he room is wainscoted about to the window level,
bur the wainsco t cap stops against the window architraves
w hich go dow n to the scats with which each opening is pro­
vided . T he sea ts were not, appa rent ly, as popular in the old
worl d ;\.; ther were wit h us where we went our of ou r way
to pin the space for them. An arched doorwa v wit h rich
carving fl anked hr pedestals and busts opens fron'-t the draw­
ing room into the former dining room at the north; this
doorway is fra med in the latter room hr fl uted Ionic pilas­
ters and entablat ure .... The south west roo m h:IS a decorative
arrangement of two arched windows with an e labora te
architectu ral chi rnne v breast wh ich mav have been reb uilt
in the nineteenth centurv ; certainlv t he 'F rench ma rb le fire-
place i.. nor original.' .

In general the detai ls are refinement- of th o"C in the
R u-,...el l and JU~l'ph Hrown hou:-c~, It is not nccc....nrv to
think of importa tions or eve n of ElIg l i ~h workmen though
th e rrudit ion mav he accurate.

I n pla n and i;l -e tring, ill scale and prop or tion, and in
inte rior treatment the J uhn Brow n house i... among the \ 'er}'
best products of the Early Repuhlican petiod,

C, ,\ . C . .lJW
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The Portrait o f Thomas Cran ston
The S"cierr has lwen fortunate in the recent acqui-itiou ,

thr.ough the ~e,nerositr uf ;\ Irs, Wa lte r I l idde ll, !If a Jlor­
tra it of l Ion . l huma-, Crun-ron by J uhn Singlcton CupItT.
no other example of whose work i... included in our collcc­
rion . It is reproduced Oil rhe cover of this i.....ue of Rhode"
Islt/lI,l l l istory,

Thomas Cranston l 17 1II - Jill5 I, ...on of Samuel and
El iZ:,l lx:th ( Co rne ll) Cranston. Iollowcd in the fuut ... reps
of his fam ous grandfather and great-grandfather, (;0\'­

eruors Sa muel and J ohn Cranston, From 17~6 to 17i'~ he
-crved almc... t ccutinuou... ly in the Ccncral .\ssemhh a... a
deputy from Xewpcrt and was ...peaker of the Hu~"e in
175+ when the town uf Crau... ron was incorporate...[ and
na med in honer of his fa mily,

T he por trait h.r-, an in teresting hi...torr , T oget he r with
Copley 's portraits of T homas Crnustcn 's wife, M arv
t Coggc...hall) Cranston. and his daugh ter Rhoda, it wa's
de-erred in a decaying house in South Kine.... town, once the
property uf Edward I Iaza rd, Cranston's ~;n-in-b.w, \fter
being neglected and mistreated hy later occupant... of the
house, the portrait s were rescued from oblivion bv Wilkins
Updik e, the hi-roriau of the Xurmgansett C hu rch.

Caroline E. Robin son in Till' /lazar.! FaJl/i/y of Rho,lt!
/;Ian.! ( H"...ton 1~95) gives rhe following account of the
~anm:r in which the portraits carne into L'pdike's P"..-cs­
-ton. " :\ lallY veers afterward.... a:- Doctor J ohn...on. of
f\. i ngs ro ~l. was retu.rn ing from an ear lr visit, in passill~ the
house hiS horse shied , . , he wa.,. star tled al most a... much
as his horse had been , to sec a srarcly da me gazi ng at him
fro ~n a canvas. T he family had set the portrait our ... ide
their door to be washed utt by the rain . a" there had been
a slight summer shower. It was commonlv used for a tire­
board. Doc tor J ohnson. on hi.,. return home, went [IJ :-ee his
old f rie n~i, Wilkins U~ike , to recount the experience of
the ~or lll~lg, M r. Ur"'~lke, who knew that such portraits
were III existence , sent h IS daug hter .\Jary to exa mine the-e,
and pro r e their identity... ,"

From \\·ilkin l 'pdike thl' purtrait of T homa.; CrallSton
descended to hi grandson , rhe bte ;\I r. Walrer Il idden
!If I' rO\ idellce.
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