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The Earliest Prints and Paintings

of New England Indians

by William S. Simmons"

Despit e the Importance of Indians In carl" New Engl an d h istory .md

the co nside rable ..mou nt 0 1 h istone and ant hr opol oarcal research that
has been done n n this region . very few aut he nuc pnnt -, and pam n nz .. 0 1

ea rly New England Indian s arc kno.... n to exist . Th is r uor vis ua l recor d
ca n he ann butcd to several ca uses. Perhap s m ost Im po rtant is the tact

that Rhode Is land. Massachusett s . an d Connec t icut W l'TC colomced pn­

manly by Eng lish men and women who had been st ron alv mtlucnccd

by the values uf seventeenth-centu ry Puntanism. For them, the pur·

pose of earth ly life was to glorify God in a use ful call ing, and pai nting
landscapes , American Indians, or even each other did not rank hrghlv

in the ir estimation o f useful callmgs Sec ond. no prornment arti st [such
a... John White who pa inted the Algonquian people of coas tal North

Caroli na in the late si xteenth cent ury or Louis Chon ... who pam ted the

M ission Indian ... of San Francisco Bav In the ea rlv ni ne teenth centu rv l

happened to vrsrt N ew England and de pic t Ind ian subrcc rs durin g the

mitial years of European settle ment and coexiste nce with Indians. By
the early nmet ccmh cent ur y, when prof ess ional aru... t.. began to rak e

...c rious interest In recording Indian appea ran ce and hfcwa vs. these art ­

ists we re more attracted to the co lor ful and autonomous nations of the

fa r west ern Ironner than th ey we re HI the accultura ted India n su rvivors

(If the heavily settled northeast . Such we ll-known pa inte rs as George

Catlin, Charles Bird King, and Karl Bodmer, for exam ple. focused

mamly on midwestern and we stern Indians, ev en though King w as J

nauve Rhode Islander and Bodmer had travelled through Providence

and elsewhere in New England on hi s w ay to the w est ern pramc.'

It IS unlikely that w e will ev er have a san sfac torv record of the ap­

pearance of thc scv enreenth-ccntu rv Narragansett . warnpanoag. Nau­

set, .....tassachusett . Nipmuck, Niannc . Pequot . and Mnhc~an. Nor IS It

likely th at we will cver know what such prominent hl<,wTlc-pnuk.!

..achems as Massasolt , Philip, Canan icus, Miantonomi , Canonchl,t ,

Sassacus, or Un cas looked hke , Ahhou,gh the harves t of New En ,gland

Indian print s and paint in gs is small in co m parison with th e visu.l \ rl'­

so urces available in most other region s of North Amcrica , it ducs in ­

clude some im portant wo rks as we ll as some interesting ones that arc
nm ..... idely known .

Samuel de C ham plain (1,67-1 6 .\, I was the first Europeoln to pwndc

a pictorial record of his travels aloOlo~ the New En~land coa..t l fi ~. I and

'.\ tI "'lmm"n~ l~ ~ member " I the: Dep..n
mc m 0 1 Amhwr'<)lui/:\ Umvcrvuv "I Coi l
uorma, Bcekclcv

I Excellcn t de~\ rl r tl< '" ' ~nol re r T<>­
ducnon-, " I t he I.. hn Wh nc JIJWmi/:'
e m be tou nd In I'Jul H Hulton and nJ
vrd B. Q Uinn . Th.· Am,'".' ,jn O r,j\\lnJ(\ .. r
'oh n Whll,' , /\?'-/I YO \L" nJ on,m ol
Chapel HIl L N C I Y" JI, v"l~ I JnJ II
Thc Chon, wa tcrcohes haw been rc­
prod uce d In L" UI , Chons, VIJ\ 'oJ ,~ ,' pn
lOu.\qu.. AurJlOlI 1 .tn ,\ !om Jc. ,j1'C"d.'\
rorll,w, d.. "lUl·,j).',', d'Amenque
H'an s. l"lll i. JnJ In v rccm .. SJntJ ,\ 1.111.1,

Th.. F/f'/ ~p<lnl,h torn In w 5<1n Fr<ln
O ,(U B<lI. P~\ col lohn CJlnn I" J n
Fran cisco, I ,,p l t Fur a nchlv rC\CJrchcd
JnJ aut bor uauve uvervrc....01 the cJ.rllc'l
European rU:lurC\ "I North and South
Amcncan Indians \C'C William C. Sunre­
vam. .,fH~1 VI~ ual Im J /tes 01 NJIl \'e
Amenca.~ In Fred, Ch lap l'dh er u/ . eds.,
FUll ImaJ(('\ III Am<'lKJ IBcl kc:lc)',
l os Anj:c1cs.lonJ on. 1916), I. J I7 -J q
Hugh Honour, The New Go/den ulIId
Furopeun 1ma;;w' of Ame"'u hum rhe
lJI.,cnvCflt',\ ro th., f" "."' n1 Tlm ,. INew
York, 1<)7 ';), ..ISO CllmJlnS mu ch valuable
maecrral on carly plln t' and palntln):' uj
Amcncan lndranv

2, Reu ben Culd Th.,a nc:s, ed., Eafh'
W.. -eem Tra ...·I. 1?.. Ii~lS.. ~ lC ln 'c,
land, 1<)Ol'o!, XXII. 17-,1> , He rm an I V, ­
ola The tnaian LI"j(un ' 01 Churf/" \ Bird
Kmg I.....achmgton . DC , and I"e w YOl k.
t 1/7" 1. Km): raml.'J orw Ne:w England tn ­
dian, Ioseph I\>r\h (UI J'nh~ l, a Penobscot
01 \ \.amc, and one Sro c kb rrdgc. ..... I' c" n ·
~m . Ind 'an 01 Ne:w End dnd ancc'>u\'. luhn
Oumnc~' V" ,b , In dl oJlJ LI"}1un , 110-111
Catlin a l ~o r;unled th., two WI,c" n, m
<;1(lt:k bn J /tc pnn lan,. fohn Q u m ne)' an J
Both Sldc~ "j th., R,ver
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\ Sam ue l Ehm ~1om.on ·s Samuel Dt
Cbamplam. Father of ....·e'IA France (BoslOn

nlJ Toronto , 1971 11S the most au thoma­
live conveni ent sou rce on Chamr la.1n's
Ne ..' England VOyilj?;CS , Cbarnplarns manv
d u ns an d skerches are well reprod uced
In Ihn volume. Marshall H Saville.
"Cbamplam and H I S LanJJnlts .II Cape­
Ann. 1M " 1b06," Am encan An ll'luilflan
Soc ll:ty. Proceedm8~. XLIII, 119H1. 1'1 1,
J4 ' - ,s/'l9. I;On U LnS much mformarron o n

rhe I ftO ~ and 1606 \'\s!ts
" Monson, Sam uel De Cnamptam. M

Figure 2 . Ch amplain 's cban of

Mall ebarre (Nauset) . 16° 5. from
Les Voyages (16I jJ. Photog raph

cour tesy of the fohn Car ter

Brown Ubr ary.

P R IN T ~ A r-O PAIN T IN GS OF NE W I N(;lAN U \:"' OIAN"

fig. 21. He was not , however . the first European to visi t New England:
Giovanni dol verrazano had explored Na rragansett Ba.... in the spnng of
1524, and tWO Engh sb voyagers, Banbolornew Gosnold and Mamn
Pring, had reached th e Massachusetts coast by I h 02 and IhO" respcc­
nvely. In th e summe r of 1(,0 5 and again In th e late summer and fall 0 1

1606, Champ lam sailed trom New Bru ns...... rck to Cape Cod in sea rch 0 1

a suitable har bor for Fren ch sen lerncnt. Du nne these exploratory tou r­
neys , he drew cha rts of a number of prospecnv e sues from Maine ttl

Cape Cod. Several of th ese include sketches of Indian villa ges, hom es,
and gard ens, Thc charts of Port Samt Louis (Plymouth Harbor] and Pen
Mallebarre (Nauset Harbor], both of which appear In his Le.s Vo yage.,

du SieUT de Champlain Xaintongecns . , . (Pa ris, 1(,1 , !. were dra wn in
July I (,O ll, a season ..... hen th e wampanoag and Nauset Indian popu la­
tions of southeastern Mas sachusetts were concentrated ncar the shore­
line, where they grew corn, beans, squash. and tobacco, fished and
gathered shellfish,' Figure I depicts a dispersed wampanoag village
with hemispheri cal bark or mat-covered wigwams and nearby co rn ­
fields . Figure 2 , th e Nauset community, sho ws th e two most co mmo n
types of houses 10 use amo ng the southe rn New Englan d Indians, th e
hemispherical ..... igwam and the longer , rectang ular. extended-fam ily
longhouse. In the upper right of figure 2 IS an eel trap placed in the
mouth of a brook, "where one takes a lor of fish .r" Some twelve to four -
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teen years later, the dense Indian populauon of the I'Ivmour h area wa ..

destroyed bv dr..ca ..c. anJ v..'hen the Pilanms landed there III rfllO, they

iound the co unt rvs rdc to be eerily de ..erred . Champlain also depict ed

Indian communincs at Sacc Bay, G louces ter. and Sta~e Harbor (Cape

Codl.
Although the Pilgrims wrote extensively about their experiences in

Ame rica, they left no pictures (If lndmns that are known to have sur­

vivcd . For the next extant illu ..tr.mnn , WI..' must rump ahead to the I'u ­

nran settlement of Massachusetts B;)~'. The Seal 01 the Governor and
Com pany oi ,\ 1as..achuscns Bay wa .. prepared In duplicate by the Lon ­

dun ... ilvcrsmuh. Richard Trott , III 11'02 \1. It hears the figure of an Indian

boldmg a st raigh t-bac k bow III h is or her lett hand and an arrow In th e

right . speaking th e motto, "Corne over and help us ." which appears In J

pennant alongside the head . This motto rctlccts Puman missionary

thinking and not Indian Wishes . A ..ccond seal known a.. the "Leverett

seal " replaced the original sometime between 11'07\ and Ifl7fl and rc­
mamed in use unnl about 1M-if. The Leverett sea l shows the figure uf J

male Ind ian \v I..·;ning a girdle of leaves with an Enghsh -stylc rever se­

curve how in his left hand an d .m arrnw in the right ami speaking the

familiar mono. In 1(,72 an Impression oi the seal appeared which had

been prepared lor u..e in pnnunz. Thi.. impression depicts the figure 01

a hcavily-burh tcmalc Indian holdmg a reverse-curve how JnJ an arrow

and wcaring J. ",hon pleated skm. This printer's CUI , although used hv

th e Cam bndgc pr inter Samuel C rec n. was probablv made In England .

In 1676, th e Unit ed Puntan Colorncs prepared an engraved meJJI lor

those friendly Indians who had supported the Enghsb III KlI1g Philip's

War. This medal bears the figure 01 an Indian woman 111 a tcathcr skm

holding a reverse-curve how In her left hand and '1Il ar ro w In her nght .
One such medal has survived and ..mcc r\)(-,o has been III the collcc ­

uons of the Museum uj the Amcncan Iridian. Hcvc Foundanon. The

Ind ian engraving on nus early pence medal is proba bly dc nved trom the

SCJI of the Governor and Company 01 Massachusetts Bay and mos t

clo..ely resemble.. rhc r672 primer's cut which .....a.. made 111 London. A

second prim er 's cut of the colony sea l appea red 111 11'07 , {fig, 11. Thrs
woodcut was engraved on the tlat Side of a board by the Boston punter.

lohn Foster, and portrays a male Indian dressed with a girdle of leaves.

carr ying a straight -back bow. srandmg above three pine trees. and

speaking the co nvcnuonal motto, "Corn e over and help us ." This IS rhc

carlicst New Em~/and depiction 01 In Indian in punt. The cnpy shown

In figure ., IS hom paxc I" ot Inc rease Mather's A thief Historv 0 1 the
~Va(1 with the Indian.~ . , . (Boston , Ifl71'>1. puhhsheJ hy loh n Foster. AI·

though Foste r was ce nai nly familiM with the ar pl..,.lTa llCe of Boswn·

arl'3 Indians, h is cut rdll'ets Englis h stereotypes uf Ind ians as do all ear·

her ve rsions of thl..' seal. Ahhou,l;;:h tht' straight how and arrow ;1111.1

pl'rhaps the hair rl'scmhle Ind ian prototypes, l'arly deScFlptlllns oi In ·

dian c1othin~ by \\'illiam Wood, Rogl'r Williams, D,lmel Gookin, Ed­

ward Winslow, and others do not ml'ntton Il'a£ or l'ven feathl'r girdles.

, O"'ldll B tk,uh cd A loumoJ/vl
lho' Ptlgnm c oJI rJI/lWUlh .\lOUll\ Rd<1
lIOn Il"c... YOl k l'l"ll ;;J S F Conk.
Tho' tndum /'orU/<1/1tm of X,'I' E/lJ;:1oJnd In

Iho' ~f'I'f'mt·,'mh Ct'lIIu rr. IBcrkdc\". 1.<1'
Anl:dt: ~, London. 11l'l'f1I. ly-olo,

" ,
C O U N CI L

Figure J. Male Indian from fohn
FOSler 's 1675 I'rinter·.~ CUI of the
MaHachusetrs ·Bay colony ,~eaJ,

from Increa:-.;e Ala/her. A Brid
History ( 16 76). Photograph
courte.~y of rhe fohn Carter
BrO\vn LJbrar y.
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Figure 4. A tt ack on the Peq uot
Stocka de at .\ l yq ic. 16p. from

John UnderhilJ . N C;Wl'5 from
Amcnca (16 )8J . Photo~raph
cou rtesv of the John Carter

Brown lsbrarv.

to joh n D Cu~hml:. 'A Not<: C"m,:nn­
mit t he ."1a"Olchu'''l: II~ ,M;l\' Colonv Seal .'
Amer, Anll'l , So.;., PT!)(:I .. LXXVI 11',17 1>1.
PI 1, 171 - 17' . ...tatl R I<ln c ~ . "The' Earlv
Ma" achusett s RJ~' Colonv Seal, With
Bibhugraphrca] Nu tc' R.hed Upon Their
U'CS In Pnnnng," Ihd XUV 111,> \ 41. PI
t , Il - U . T he Au thor" !':T,Ilc!U[ to Wil ­
liam C. Stu rteva nt ot the Snuthsorn an In­
sneuuon and wrlham A. Tu rnbaug h " I
the S"l; IO[OJ(Y .1I1J Anth"' I'"I (),,~, l ll' p<lft ­

me nr at th e Umvc rvuy 01 Rhode Island
lor mf ormauon rCj(a rdmio: t he 1671' peace
medal at th e ~1uscum of th e Amene3" ln .
dian . Hcve Poundanon SCI: wilha m A.
Turnbaugh and w ilnam S. Simmons,
"An lndran Peace Medal h om Km ,i: Phi ­
lip 's Wal, ]f>7" ," M an In Ihl' !\;nr/h ..a~l
(!olthcomm,i:1

7· Ch nvnan f. FCl"M , "Nonh Carohna
Al .l:o",.jU l an~, H In willum C. Srurtevaru,
gen. ed , Bruce G . T Tljl"ii:e l , vol ed , Hand­
t>ook o ( !\,'nuh Amrrlcan tndranc Volume
1 \ NOr/hea sl IWa~hln,i:wn, [) C . 1 1I 7 ~ I ,

27~ ; Bert Salwen, "Iml lans ot Southern
New End anJ and Long bland uri}' pe­
nod," In IbId 1M , Charles C. Willou~,

by. "H ouse s aml Gardens o j the New
En,i:land Indians." Aml"T1c<1n Anrhrop% ·
,i:l\f. VIII I I\lOf>I, In-l1~

rR INT S A Nll I'AJI\T INl;" or r'001:V.· lNl; lAI\ I) 1I\IlIA :-';"

According, to a nineteenth-centu ry Nantuck et legend. the mod el for
th e Mas sachusetts Bay co lony sea l was <In Indian sachem from that is­
land. Sinc e th e first sea l was mad e III London, an d later versions, both

ma le and fema le, seem tu he denved trom th e original. the historica l
truth of this traditi on is questionable ."

O ne of the most remarkable and often reprint ed illustrations of a
New Englan d Indian community is that of the palisaded Pequot vi llage
at Mystic, Connec ticut . which appea red in John Underhill 's account of
th e Pequot War, Newes from America , nr. A New and ExpenmentaJl
Discoverie of New Etl~J(/nd , . (London, It1Vi l, published by J. 0 , for
Peter Col e (fig, .;l, On the mornmg of Fnday May 16,~ 617, a sma ll En­

ghsh army under the command of Captai ns Underhil l and John Maso n,
and a large body of Narraganscu. Niantic, and Mohegan allies, sur­
rounded and destroyed th e fort ified Pequot vi llage shown in figure 4,
The circu lar walls of upright posts enclosed at leas t two acres of ground

and conta ined sixty or seventy wigw ams and about too ro aoo peop le.
As in the case of th e pahsaded North Carolina Algonquian village of

Pomeiock painted in wat ercolor by lohn \\'h ite in 1585. the Pequot
stronghold also had t wo entrances shown at the top and bottom of the
drawing. The arti st, whose initia ls "RH" appear in the lower left cor­
ner, has not been identifi ed. nor is it known if th e illustration is based
upon firsthand know ledge or written acco unts of th e event. '

In 16'; 5. Roger Williams publish ed a short religiou s tra ct enu tled
Christenings !Hake Not Cimsuans. or a Brieie Discourse concerning
that n am e Heathen. commonly given to the Indians . . . [London,
16';51. The titl e page of this tract bea rs a sma ll inse t figure of an Indian



rR IN T s AN O r A I l" T I Nc...;s O F SEW EN l ;l AN D IN DI AN S

woman holding a double-curve bow and an arrow, wcarmg a tiara and
standing nex t to a sheep {fig. 51. Tempting as It is to view the woman as
a Narragansett and the sheep as symbolic of the early Rhode Island
eco nomy. a more likely interpretation is that the illustra tion was don e
by an English artist who was unacqua inted with Ameri ca, and that it is
an Ame ncaruzed im age of the godd ess Diana. sym bol of the hunt ."

Kin,'t Philip, or Meeacorn ct , son of the kindly Ma ssaso it and sachem
of th e wampanoag, was kille d near his home at Mount Hope In Bnsrol

on Augu st 12, 16 76 . alte r more th an a year of warfare ,,'..ith th e Engli sh .
King Philip 's War, as It .....as call ed by the Engh sh , resulted In the de­
str uct ion and enslavement of most of the Narragansett , wampanoag.
and Nrpmuck , and also weakened the Christian Indian "Praying
Tow n " set tle ments aro und Mass achuse tts Bay. Alt hough PU TU an his­
to rians perceived Philip to be a scheming and bloodt hi rs ty opponent of

English civilization, lohn Ca lle nder sugges ts another Side to the story
in his An Hntoncat DIscourse, on the Civil and Religious A ffairs of
the Colony of Rhode- Island and Providence Plant ations . . , [Boston,

173 91:

All of the histories from Mr. Hubbard and Dr. Mather, make Phi­

lip to be the spring and mover of the war ; bu t there is a constant
tradit ion among the posteri ty of the peopl e, who lived next to him,
and were familiarly conve rsant with him , as also with the Indians
who su rvived the war, th at both Ph ilip and his chief old me n were

utterly averse to the war, and th ey shew the spot IKikem uit spring,
in a farm belonging to Stephen Pame, Esq., in Bristol ] where Philip
received the news of the first Englishmen that were killed, with

grief and sorrow, and .....ept at the ne w!> , and that a day or t wo before
the firs t outrages. he had protected an Englishman the Indians had
cap tiva ted, rescued him from them, and privately sent him home
safe."

As Philip .....as mi srepresen ted in history, so he was misrepresent ed in
art , The ea rliest picture of Phi lip is an engraving made by Paul Revere
for the sec ond edmon of Beruarnm Church 's The Eruertainmg Huiot v
of King Philip 's War , , . [Newport. I77l!, printed by Solomon South­
wick [fig. 61. Bradford Swan has argued persuasively that Revere 's Philip

is in fact a composite based upon mezzotints of two Mohawk sachems
who visited London in 171 0 , an d thus is not a liken ess of Phili p or even
of a New Englan d Algonq uian . Mos t subseque nt pictures of Philip,
which appear in later edi t ions of Church's History and el sewhere, can
be traced to the Revere o riginal. No authent ic portrayal of Phi lip is
known to exist." Furt he rmore, no co ntemp ora ry pic ture of any event
in King Philip 's War is known to have been made. Figure 7 shows one
of the earliest woodcuts of the Great Swamp Fight of December 19,

1675, where Massachusetts, Plymouth, and Connecticut forces over­
whelmed the palisaded Na rraganse tt retreat dee p in the G reat Swa mp
in South Kingstown , This wood cut, taken from page 235 of John Bar­
ber 's His tory and Antiquities of New Englan d , . . [Worces te r, 1841 ),

77

A Briefe Difcourfe concerni ng that
name Healltn. ,commonly given to

the I NDIAN s .

AI "ljtl 'DN_'''~ 'v, rr-' pc.-.. , til 'Ns t'
CONVERSION.

Figure c Female figure from the
title page of Roger william s.
Christenings Make Not
Chn sn ans (1643). Photograph
courtesy of the John Carter
BTO\'m isbtatv.

Pl . Wilhams's ChTl51r'1lmgs.\Iukt NOI

Ch'UUllns ....a ~ repnmed by Sidney S
Ride, as Rhode Island H15101Ica/ Trael
No. t4 [Provid ence. IIi!h l. The author
.... rshes 10 {hank Ronald ]. O no rato uJ the
Department uJ Art at {he Umvcrsnv oj
Rhode Island lur 5U/1Jo:eSl mjol th e sumlantv
bet....een fig. s ami the goddess Diana

9. Romeo Elton, ed ., Callendcr's lIulOr­
/Cal DIscour se. Rhode Island Hrstoncal
SocICty, Collecflons. IVl 18Jlll. 116 -111

10. Bradford F. S....an. An Indian's an In ·
dian Of. m e seve ral Sou rces 0' Paul g e­
vere's Engraved Po'traH of Kmg PhIlIp
[Prc vrde nce, 19591; " Pnnrs of the Amen .
can Indian, 16 7 (,)- 11 7S ," in Wallc t MUir
whllchlll , ed .. BoH on Prmts and Prml '
mokets 1670- 177$I&)5Ion, 1913 1,
169 -1 71.
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Figu re 6, Fictitious engraving of
King Philip by Paul Revere from

Beniarmn Church, T he
Entertaining Hist or y of King
Philip 's War (177 2). Photograph
courtesy of the fohn Carter
Brown t.ibrorv.

Figure 7. Nme teemh-centurv
woodcut of the Great Swamp
Fight. 16 75 . from fohn Barber.
History and Anuqu incs of New
England (184 I). Photogwph
co urtesy of the Rhode Island
Historical Socie ty Library (RW

X3 2035),

---~- --

F ~:.=_=='=
--

11 Later dcscnpnons of the Crear
Swamp Figh t can he seen In Willia m C
Bryant and Sydney II, Cay. A l'opulor lls s­
rorv of !he Umced Sw!e.\ INew Yurk ,
I ~78 ), ll, ~[ • • and Allan Forb es Other In ­
dian Events of New Englund IBosto n,
1',1.1. d, ll, 9.·

was made over J 50 years aft er the event had ta ken place. In some ways
th e illustration is accurate, for exam ple, in its portrayal of th e English
advance int o the fort over a fall en tree, but th e CU I is base d upon writ ­
ten accounts and is not an eye witness drawing."

The oil paint ing ide nt ified as !'ortrait of Ninigtei 11 (fig. H) was In the
posse ssion of the Winth rop family for over two centu ries until 194 8,

wh en Robert Winthrop gave it to the Museum of An of th e Rhode is­
land School of Design , T he dat e and authorship of the paint ing are un­
kn own, and the ide nti fication of Nimgrct II is purely conjectural. Ac­
co rding tu Winth rop fam ily tradit ion , Nin igrct I (sachem of the Niant ic
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who lived In what IS now westerly and Cha rles row nl saved the Ilk of

lohn winthrop. IL, anJ the painting is 01 the elder Nllll~ret who was an

old man Juring King Philip's War (11'7 'i - 1676 1and who JI l,J sometime

between 1(,7 (, and I n 7') . Constdenng the suluccr's youthful appear­

ance, thi s portrait must have been painted so me thmy or more yea rs

ea rlier. if in fact it is lIf Ninigret I. His son. Nirugrc r II , inhcntcd the

title of sa ch em of the combined Na rragauscn and Nianti c sometime
between IhXh and re oa and dtcd In 172 '\. Stylistic characteristics pro­

vide some bas is for attnbunng an curlv cia hrccn th-c cn rurv date to the

pamtnu; which wou ld favor th e mrcrprerunon that the purr rnu IS of

Ninigrc r II. A copy of the original portrait was made in the nin cu-cmh

cent u ry, and the quesuon whether this portrait lS the ongmal or the

runctccnth-ccntu ry copy is open to further research and dehate .'- De­

spite these unc cnamncs. It seems likely th.u the pamung is an .uuhcn­
ti c scvcnrccmh- or ea rly crgtnccutb-ccnrurv port ruya I (If a so ut hern

New England sachem. who is prohablv Ninierct I or Nimgrct II. The

black and white headed ha t resembles those described by Roger Wil ­

liams in the Kev: "T h e princes make nch Cars and Apron s lor sm all

breeches ) of these Beads thus curiousl y strung into I1lMlY forme" and

figures : their blacke and white finel y rmxt wgether. " "

7 y

11 Mu/hrm "I rlre Rhode /,I.lIId School
oID"'J!:n .\IlI'cum SOlei . LXIIlINo_ ,.
Apn l l 'J77 I, 101 - 10.. , loh n Rus sell Hom ­
[rtr, <;d ., Ldln, ,,1 RU!:l"l \Vl l/h l llJ ' , /612­

16,~1 . Puhlrcunons oj th e Narr<lj:Jn , <;tt
Cl ub. VI [I'rovrdcn ce, I ~ 7 .. I. .. i. n \;
G le nn W. Lafanta vre. rCI -ona l communi ­
ca tio n : Wtl ha m C StuHc' \'ant , [1cI ..una ]
cum mumcaucn

I , RO~<:I Wil h am" A K.·\ , Il1fo rhe
LII/)o:Ulll{t' 01 A m"Tlc<I ILond"n , 11....,1.

",

Figllfc 8. Portrai t of Nrrugrct lI,
m} OIl CI1I11'I1" , I1nl,,/ and dill e

unknown. Plwtogl£lph coun esv
of the Rhode island Schoo} of

Design. Mu scum of An.
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Figure 9. The Reve rend Samson

Occam. b~' Nathaniel Smiben,
oil OIJ CIW\'{l\, ca. l"U-l"\6.

PhowXTl1ph ccurtesv 01 the

Bowdoin Col/ext' M1Ht'1J1n 0" Arl.

Figure 10. T he Reverend Mr.
Samson Occorn. mezcotmr p.\' 1­
Spilsburv: 1768, £Iller a p(lmrm~

by M a m ll Chamberlam I1l

England. 1766. I'horoxraph
counesv of the t'nni
Deoartmem. l~()~roll t'ubbc
Lib rary.

Figure 1 I. The Reverend Samson

Occom. engraving. 1768,

Photograph ccu rtesv of the

Connecncur Histoncat Socrerv

I'IU N ] " ANIJ l'AINTlt'.t:" (JI ~IW ll". ,lA!"1l ll"lll ...........

The Connecticut Mohegan. Reveren d Somvon Occom ( 172 ., - 17(1),

was one of the best know n Indian authors ;.1IH.I preachers 01 eighteenth­

ce nt ury America lfi~. ~, fig. 10, and n,l.i. I d . He converted to the New

Light Chris tianity oi the Crear AW.1kl'nmg, III the car!v I7 ..0S and he­
ca rne a scboolteach.... r 3~ wel l a...1 rnim .... t cr and community leade r

among New England and New York Indian'" In Ph, . he travelled to

England to rat ..c money tor rlu- Reverend Eleazar Wheelock 's !\\om 's

Charily School in Lebanon . Connccucut . and III his later year ... was m­

flucnua l III planmna the cuuzr.mon 01 New England Indians to Broth­

crtown. Ne w York. where land wa-, mort.' plenn tul . The excellent 01 1

pamnng by Nathnmcl Srmbcrt ( ti~ ql, onamallv rdcnnficd as lndian
Priest , was probablv painted III Bo"ton between 1", I anJ 17 iii Ii , when

Occom was about twvntv-ctght to thrrtv-rhrce vcar .. 01 a.l:l' That Snu­
ben's tndsan l'nc-t I~ ill Samson Occom hu ... been in terred through

comparison 01 tacral tcaturc... wuh the rnczzoum portrait 01 Occom hv

John Spilsburv. puhh ...hcd hy Hen rv Parker In London III 1"1i" lfig. 101.

Th is mezzotint wa... made lrom an Enxh ...h pamnng {which has smce



been lo~tl of Occom bv !\la~lln Chambe rlain. The third known likeness

of Occom is the elghlccnth-century prim, Tbe Reverend Samwm Oc­

com lti~. Ill, which show.. him sea red In his study. Thl' capnon oj this
pnnt reads : "T hc HI..t Indian xtuu ... ter that ever wa ... In EUWpl· who

went to Bruam to obr.un channe... lor the ...upport 01 the Reverend Dr.

w heeloc k .... Indian Acedcrnv 01 :-.li...... iunanc... among rhc ..avaxe... o t
North Ame rica in t 7(,1"-

On .\1a\" 1(, 11'11\, rbc vi ... ltlng SWI...... pamtcr Lukas vischcr 117 110 ­

Hqol met a nadmonallv clad Indian In Sramtord. Counccncut . and

pamtcd rbc dchcatc watercolor portrait ennrlcd Em lnduuicr ~1I ' dem
5ld~tl! Sc\\ rOll.: \ H ~ II I Thr-, Indian , who in addmon to hi ... lon,g han

JnJ It.';lthn~ W.I'" wcnnru; red and green IJelJI paint . mav ha\"l' been it

Connecncur :\1~lln4ul,Jn who W.J ... vrsruna lrom the Nt:w England In­

dian commumtv which had cuugr.ncd to Brothenown, :'\lew YOlk .

FI,gure I \ chow ... an ol! p.untmg [c a . il'i4.01by In anonvrnou... 3111-,1 01

Hcp-abcth Hcmcnwav 117 '" \ - 1"4.71. a woman 01 H.J......anuuusco IN lp­

muck ] and Atro-Amcncan .mcevrrv who W;IS .ictrve In the \\'OTCl· ...tcr

Ann-Slavcrv SewlIl~ Circle III I ~q I Ht:J fanulv wa .. trom the Ha .....ana-

~I

Figure 11. . An tndum In

Stamtord. Connecucut.
watercolor 1"1\' Lukas visches.

r81.:j l'!lOloXldph courresv 01

Cimvuan F. Pccst.

figure r t. ,\ 1r... Hcpsiberh (C T< N..1
Hemen way, 011 on canvas. ca.
t s.so. alll.~t unknown.
l'hoto}<ll1ph counesv of the

W(lf('l"/l' l Hi-umcal Mu.\t'um.

q I I;]I" IJ IIlod,,~tt . .\unl\(Jn Ocmm

11 1.1I"'V~1 N u . 1'-/1\1, W De L,,~s LUH ,
.>;<11/1"'/1 (kco/l1 <111,1 thr Ctmstnm tndi.
,III' or J\ 'o' w fnx/,md iB<NOIl JnJ Ch[ca~".

[S'-/'1I, ,\ \;IlVlll:-' . :-' "dlk, C()lol1J<1J 11/1,1 h'd
<"1<11 J'"rll'IH' <If kowd"l/l C"lIf,~f [Bruns.
wn k. ....1L,., I'I~"I , ~" -"\l; :-'waJl, "I'nrn, 01
Ill<" Amcnc an IndlJn, j l-o,Io - 177,:' 24l ,
117 -271< The au thor wl'hcs 10 thank
HIl'llI.!.l t'cltcncr. Il';:ls lfJI. and DI Kath
.umc \\'J""n. JUl'C\(l1 ut the Bowdoin
C"lk"l' ,\1U'l'um ot Art. tor helpful uuor­
mJ IU>11 le;:JIJm/: the Smlhc n rUrlldl1

1 \ Ferdinand Andels, '\IJI;:JI<: le rti\r~,

Burkhaln-r , Jnd Chfl,uan f . fecs!. Luku~

VI,h," 1I ~ ,~o- I S.Jol I Hdno\"~ , . GeT'
manv KUmmlSS[(.nwerla£ .\1un'l~r­

mann-Druck C.\IFlH. 1\l~7 1 74-7", I....
The JUlhur I' I:TJlclul ,tl ChrJ~ILJn F
h'e~t oj th.· \I u s~um Fur Volkcrkundc III
AU'ltla lor mtormauon rCR-lrJm,c. the por
HJII III til: I l , JnJ IUT petrmvseon '" re ­
produce It Yrccher dl",. -ketchcd rhc
protilc " I In aduh male l'cn"I".u{ IPc­
n"h-.c"l·inJldnl'l \ 111 IS1~ . 'i-ce ft.o<:s l
"Lukav VI'lhcrs Ik[na"e ZUl Ethlll"
j(TJrhiC NorJamenk",s Archn' rUT \ '0 /
knkunde. n , \luseum lur Yolkerkundc
1m '.dlJ,.n·erldR, 1,-/1-'. \l

•



FIgure 14 . Abraham Quar}; T he
Last Indian (II the Nantucket

T nbe, hthoKwph bv Bufford,
from ortgmal portrait n nw /OH

PhotoKraph ccurtesv 0' the
Nantucket tnstoncol
A.~sociation.

16 Pcr"Onal commurucanon. David I
Comgan. cu taror. Wur(;e~r"'l Hr-nmcal
Scciew

17 The author " m dehtcd III DI [1I:a·
beth lil lie: oi Lincoln and Nantuc ke t lor
mrormauon r"I:,1Idm/l: the Quary ponran-,
and tor rnuch valuable hthl1l1l: rarhllJI
help regardmg Nantucket lndr.ms Roht:n
A. dt C urer» 01 Nantucket and Barba ra I'
And r..ws 01 th.. Na ntucket Atheneum
also have been helpful 10 locatln): and
cory ml: Nant ucket matcrmls A t hud rOT­
nan of Abraham O uarr Ihr ,'\1r', [l,t"dll
also IS In the cnllccnons 0 1 the Fou l):el
Mu ~eurn uj the Nant ucket Hrstorrcal
Assocranon . Thu, pamnng shows hrs head
and shoulde rs and ar~a" to have bee n
don e around the same umc a, Ihe wOlk
sho .....n In fiJI, I \ Anonymous, Anr<Jh<Jm
QuarrIBnd,ll.ewaler, ~1a', 19'-1 1; R A,
Douglas-Lethgnw. The !..'anl ul kt' l lndran .•
[N an t uc ke t . .\1a" . I ~I I I , H ; h llt>cs.
Other Indmn cven/ s. IL 22 -2\ , Ehaabcth
A Lnrle and Man e SusS(:k, ,\.'anl ul kt'f In ­
dlQn< Who D/I"d v I lh., .~ "' kn t'~ " I -Ii

Figure I 5. Abraham O uarv by
Hermoine Dassell. oil on canvas.

ca. 18.52 . Photograph counesy of
Robert ds Curcio from the
original in the Nantucket
A theneum .

I'R I N TS A ND I' A I x r t N (; ~ OJ Nt W t x c: LA N j) I!'o' 01 A N ~

misco co m m u n ity nf Grafto n, Massachusc us. T h is portra it was do­

nated to the Worcest er Historical Museu m by F. F. Hopkins."

Abraham Ouarv IH,l;:. I~ and H~ . I,I lived on Nant ucket u nti l h is

de ath un November 1" I H ~ ~ , In h is cightv-tlurd yea r, and was nne 0 1

the last Na nt uc ketcrs who could claim subs tan nallndian an cest ry. In

the previous ce ntury, from Auguvt 171''\ to Februarv I 7 6~ , the Nan­
tucket Indian community su ucrcd fro m a dcvastaung epidemic th at

swept away 222 0 1 the Hl'l Indians who were hvi ng nn the Island . By

1801}, only three or tour Indians remained bes rdes a tew more III mi xed

Engli sh or Aim-American de scent . Ouarv shown as a young man m fig­
ure q (a lithograph by Bufford. Ne ..... York, ca. Hq6-IIi~ol. based upon

an earlier portrait wh ich IS no w luvt ] lived alone In a small couage by

th e shore an d was allowed to culuvate any land he Wished. Ouarv was

painted in his cottage shortly before hi'" death by M rs. Hr rmomc Das­

sell tfig. I , I. Accord ing to one nmeteemh-cent u rv source, "He lived

the life of a recl use-s-sad and do wnhea rted at being th e last of lus race .

_____ 1
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He seldom ca me to to wn, on ly wh en III need of provisions, and whe n
h is fina J ill ness o vert ook him, he was brough t to town and tak en care
of at 'O ur Island Home,' where he passed awa y." I'

Mrs. Dasscll , th e wi fe of a German physician on Nantuck et, also
pa inted a young India n gul who wo rked in he r family as a se rvant
[fig. 161. Th is pa inting, Nan tucket Ind ian Pnncess. was given to the
Rhode Island Histoncal Society by MISS Ju lia Bull oc k in 18 1'1 '\ . '9

One of the finest port raits of a N ew England Indi an is that of the el ­
derly Martha Simon {fig. 171. painted by th e prominent Am eri can art­
ist, Albert Bicr st adr (I HW - 190 1). Martha Sim on lived and died on
Scont icut Neck in Fairha ven , Ma ssacbusens. and was the last of a
sma ll wampa noag enclave to hav e lived in th is area . The in script ion on
th e ponrau by Bierstadt reads, "T he las t of the Na rragans cns." Simon
was a Na rragansett as well as a w ampanoag fami ly name, and It is un­
clear wh ether Martha Simon was a Na rragansett who had resettled III

Fairha ven or whe ther Brcrst adt mi stakenly Ident ified her as a Nar­
ragansett . In eu hcr case , thi s is on e of the most realist ic portra its to
come to light of what ap pears to be a full-blooded so uthe rn New En­
gland Indian . The painting is undated , but probably was done some­
ti me between 18 n and 1!'I61 , sho rt ly before her death."

Hzure 16. Na ntuc ket Indian
Princess, oil all canvas, ca. l R ~ o ,

by Hem un nc Dassell.
Photograph ccurtesv of the
Rhode Island Hi storical Sccterj­

lsbrar v (RHI x~ (9.11,

M O.- 17l>I to 2 Mo. -1 7 (,~. Nt.llHIKk el
AlgonquJan .~lUdle_\. No I I A lchJdu!l: ~'

Dc par erncrn. The NAntuc ket HIHOrJc<l 1
A~.-.oc];lunn . IOP 91. Wrlha m C SI UrtC '

vant . personal commumcanon. A fine
early ph"lOltraph 01 Dorcas Honora ble
(I n 6- 11i "I, the last Namuck ct cr 01 lull
Indian descent , ca n be seen In loscph E_
C Farnham . Bud IIIHOllCal Data and
,\ femorle\ of Mv Elm'hood Dave In Nan ­
luck t' l. and cd.H'ruvrdence, 1<11,1, \ , and
als o In jorbes. Other Indsan Even t e. ll .

'l
lIS. Furbc~ . Other indian EI'ent' . 11. 14
1\1_Fl.lnk H_Conolycar . A m em: <1o

PmnlmJl.' In the Rho.Je tstand HIS/{lllc<.Il
SlXlt'B' IPron de nee . 1\I '~ l, 101 , Wilham
C . Stu rte vant , pe rsonal comrnumca uon

10 . Th e aut hor vnsh <'~ (0 thank Rua
Steel e 01 the Mllh et:nt LIbrary, Fairh aven ,
fur mu ch valuable mformarrnn and .1\ .

sreta ncc regarding the Martha SImo n
ponrau. In the collections 01th e Ol d
Dartmouth Huroncal Society 10 f',;c w
Bedford I' another pamt m!: nom Ihl s area
enutled. Indian Anm~ and Ibe Thomlls
Tllber nouse. wh ich I S annbured 10 Ame­
hOI Hawcl> [l ll )O- I <,lot>l and was parntcd
around I II,0_ In th e IlIT<'RIllUnd of the
house, a stonc -cndcr burlt aroun d I /I~ o,

s tands the small fiJl,ure of an elder ly In­
dian woman In European-style dress,
apron . and shawl, hn lJ mlt a wooden
bucke t an d <I ca ne Anms Sharper moved
In I ll" I 10 t he FalIhJven almshouse The
author I~ graretul to lames Deetz 01the
Berkeley AmhroJ"Olu~y Depa rt ment. and
Elton W Hall, cu rator 01 (he O ld Dart ­
mouth Hrstcncal Socie ev Whah nJl, Mu ­
seum , lor mformanon about rhrs paroling.



Figure 17. Martha Simo n by
Albert Bterstadt . 011 on canvas.
ca. 1860. Photograph counesv of

The Millicent Library, Ponboven.

Mass.

Figure 18. Esther, th e: las t of th e
Na rragan setts, from Bryant and
Cay. Popular Histor y of th e
United Sta tes ( l S79} , l'hotograph
courtesy of the Rhode lstand
Historical Society Library (RHi

:<3 44 28).

11 Bryant anu Gay, l'fJl' u!<I r /{JI!fJry . Ill ,
I I <; - l l f,. The author IS graretu l t\l WI1·
ha m C. Stur tevant for mlllrmau" n about
rhrs prcru re. Howard M. Char m, Sachems
o f t he N<lrr<lg<lm el H [Provrdcnce. "ni l.
91- 10\, IS a valuable source rc,lt~rdm l:

Ni nl,ltrer family luvnnv and gcnealogv

PRIN T S A N D P A I N T I N G ' o r Nl W I"' G LA!'iO I!'i DIA !'i'>

Esther, the last of the Nanaganseus ( fi~. 18l was a descendant (If the
royal Nirugret family of Charles town. In IH 7I}, some: years aft er this
ambrotvpc was made, she was an eld erl y woman living apart from her
tribe in Westerly, Rhod e bland. Her an cestor, Sach em Thomas Nini­
gret. died in 1769 and was suc ceeded by hi s siste r Esther, who reigned
as Queen Sache m until her death in 1777. Queen Esther married
Thomas Sachem and had a son, George, and a daughter, Mary. George
succeeded hi s mother , hut afte r his acci dent al deat h while still a you ng
man, th e rule by sach em was aboli shed and .' 1ary never inherited [he
title. She married John Harry and had tWOdaughte rs. The Esther Ken ­
yon in thi s ambrot vpc was probably one of her daughte rs . Figure 18 is
taken from page 116 of the third vol ume of William C. Bryant 's and
Sydn ey H. Gay's A Popular History of the UIIIted States . . [New
York, 18791. Descen dants of th e royal Nin igret fami ly sull hve today in

the Westerly and Cha rlesto wn area."
Towards the end of the ninet eenth cent ury, phot ographs of New En­

glanders of Indian descent beca me more numerous. Hist or ical soc i-
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enes. libraries. and mdrvidual families posse ss large quantities of in ­
dian phor ographrc material. some ot which has appeared In pnm." A
major and rewarding project awaits the researcher who wishes to locate
and Identify the prodigious photographic resource!'> on New England In­
dians, We have concentrated here on the earliest pnnts and pamnngs.
because from these we have the best possibility of learning what the
origina l NC'w England Indians loo ked like , The overa ll record contai ns
some bright spots, ..uch as the Champlain drawings, the Nirugret por­
trait, the Occorn portraits, Viseher's ..ketch of the New York Indian III

Connecticut, and Brers radr's Martha Simon. The research on early VI'
sual images of New England Indians presented here IS ongoing and the
author would appreciate learning nl In)" rnatenals thai do not appear or
are not mcnuoned III this account . Each new discovcrv adds to our
understanding 01 America's carhesr people and ennc bcs th e culture
which more recently has taken root in New England SOIL

11 Some rh"h.lJ:r.arhl(: m.3!~n.a1 can be
seen m Al1urn'milu , . Some PhotOll.r.arh"
01An Earhe G.a\· Head From t he Ar·
chives." The Duk.e> ClJun/l' /nuIlIXt'n,'er,
XIX 119711. ,,- ...t, Am eh .aG. BmdJ.am .
Mashpee. Lmd I" lb.' \\amP'InOa~ "

IMa"hr IT, ,\ h ,,,., 1<,1701. Ethel Rlll"e\'am,
The !liauaS<ln" '1l f',>"plt' tPhoc rux 1117 \ I,
Laura E. Conkey, Ethel Bcusscvam. ami
Ivcs Goddard. "Indrans oi Southern N~w

England and l"n.r< l-Iand : Late Penod." In

Sturtevant and TnAAcr , cd, .. Hand /l.,., k..
XV, 177-111 11 , Fr.mus G Hutchmc
.\lushpt'e Tht' SI",,· 0/ Cupt' Cod', tnd.an
TO"'ll[We '" fr ankl in :-; H I 'P Il I , Fran k
G Speck, Teul/lmal )ubdwHmn, anJ
8ound<1t1es of lht' \\i:Jmpunu.J,i: ,\1.1"'"
chusen. and Nauvct lndranv India n
N"!",, and .\ 1"nnl:urhs, 1"0 ~~ ,r-:c.....
York, 1\11111, and - Nanve Tnbe-, and II I
.aleth 01 Coenec ncur. A :'\oh e!:an · Pequ ot
DIU)', " In Forll' rhrrd A nn uo.I l Reporl 01

the Bureau 0' Am.'lIfan Elhnoloj1\,
IlJl\- I9.l1:>, IWa, h lnl:ton, D C , H/11'I 1,
11111-21'17 ; and Karh.mne W, T .....e...d. "1'",.
llall, <II Som ... C av H...ad l'eople." ttie
Dukes CO UI/ II' tmettn mcer. IX 11 1ll>1'I 1,
10\-11 J, The author IS grateful III Kath ­
k-en I. Braj(d"n Iur mtormauon r"'Jo:arJmJo:
rhUIORUrh, In the Smuhsorn an lnveuu ­
lion ot rhe Mit thelllamih' o t Lak evillc
See also Ebenezer w Pence . Indian HI'
ro n', BIOj1t<1ph\' "'nd Gene<1JogI' Ifree­
pon. 1971 (Otll!: publ 1 -~~~ 11



BlOad~IJe for lht' Amenccn
Republican part v, 18~9_

Phow1i:raph In' WIlli am C. Gucta.

Cou rresv 01 Rhude Island
IIh lori caJ ."ioclen' LJllwr .\' fRil l

Xl 440 ~ J .

AMERICAN
REPUBLICIN

MEETING
-....6.T ........

LESTERS'HALL
FRIDA EVE'G. APR. I 1859.

( '_ t 'f I T _ <111 .,

Hon. CHRISTOPHER ROBINSON,
.,(...... ,:.L.~~D..... I....

Hon. CHARLES C. VAN ZANDT.
=

Let there be a Grand RallY!

•



The Threat of Radicalism :

Seward's Candidacy

and th e Rhode Island Gubernatorial

Election of 1860

by James L. Huston *

In '''''''0, when tbc Jdl'~oltC" to th e nauonal Republican con vcnn on
..hocked pohncal ob c.: r\'t' r:-. bv choo..m~ Abraham Lin coln m ..read til

William H , Sc w J.rJ a rhcrr Prcsidcnna l candidate. comcmpor.mc, rm-

mediatelv labeled the acuon a concession to the dictum til ";1\';11)'

ability." Hrstonans ..mcc then have no r p.uucularlv de-puted rhr-, inter­

preianon oj Lincoln's nonunauon . Scholar.. who have IIlVC ... U,gJI l'J rhc

ori,gim 01 rhc Civil \Var have ,genera lly concluded [hat III rxeo Repubh­

ca n.. re t reat ed trom th t ' md icah ..m of t hei r 'M,l'o CnnVCnl101l .IIlJ 101­
lowed ,I more con scrvauvc pat h . Lmculn's m umph III ChH:;I~n was

Simply the 1111"1 ObVI\Hl., rnarufc... tauon of th is trend.I But the Rcp uhh ­

can rcrccuon of Seward m vol vcd more rhan "Im ply a new convcrvausm

in the party, T he pohncran s who se lec ted Lincol n were pnmanly COil '

corned wit h ellle r~ln~ VICto rious III the preside nt ial c1eC1101l . Even ts

whic h had ta ken place III Rhode Islan d s ix week s pr ior tn the Chicago

co nve ntion had cust gruvv doubts upon Seward's abilit y to m eet the one

requirement Republicans demanded of th eir nomm ru : th.n he nl' nhlc
to de feat the Democrat ic opponent .

T ht' Rep u blican part y in I I'nO was harcly out of it s swaddli ng clothes ,

it was com posed of such diverse el eme nts that an y ml sst t'P could lead

to u s dissolu tion . Free traders , prot ecnomsrs. Barn humers. old whr gs.
Conscience Whigs, Free Souers. and politica l ,lboh t inn ists ter m ed ;1l1

uneasy alli an ce for one pu rpose : to stop the spread of slavery mill th e

terntoncs. ' Even though th e Republ ican s were beset with uucmal

problems, o ften cbaractcnacd by hit te r m fiahnng in the s ta te orgaruzn ­
lions between former Democra ts and Whi gs, the pohcres of the Bu­

chana n admuust ranon and th e conti nued vualnv 01 the tc rn tonn l

question allowed the Republicans to keep th eir party int act and tu he

in oil ~ twng posrtion 10 ca ptu re the presidency In IXnO. T he result .. (If
the IX,6 clccnon reve aled tha t Rep u blicans failed to elec t lohn C. fr e­

mont because five crucia l stares had given then electoral votes to Bu­
chanan : Pen nsylvan ia, New Jersey, Indiana. Illinois. and Cahforma A...

oil conscquenCl' of the Lecompton Con"t nution struAAIe and tht' eco­
nomic mIsfortunes that followed the Panic of t8p, tht' Rt'publicans
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triumphed in the congression a l elections 01 l ,s,,s hy swe eping Pennsyl­

vania and obtain ing the popular vot e in Indiana and Illinois. With these

stunning con ques ts in the doubtful states . Republi cans realized that

their chances of victor y in I !:lAo were excellent '

The pivotal groups augmenting Republi can strength were the old­

li ne Wh Igs and nativists . While recent h istorians have claimed rhar the

coalition finally forged between free soil. reformist Republ icans, and

for mer American party m embers ultimately explained that the rise and

success of the Republican part y, this coahuon requ ired astute calcula ­

tion to form. ' ln I!:I ,M the conservat ives were enticed into voung tor the

opposition but usually under some orgamzatiun nut strictly Republi ­

can . T h us in Ind iana, Pennsylvania, and New lcrscv. the Republ icans

and nativists formed fu sion parties under the nam e of People 's parties,

while in Massachusett s and Rhode Island the opposu ion often referred
to itself as the Ame rican -Republi can party. This hesitant coali non he ­

tween conservatives and Republicans proved particularly weak unde r

the stress of events in late t H' 9 and early ,HAo. Iohn Brown's raid on

Harpers Ferry, the non- intercourse movement initiated hy southerners

to protes t Brown's incursion, the congress ional spcnkership fight , and

the inflammatory doctrines contained in Hinton Rowan Helper 's The
Impending Cris is. brought conservatives 10 a CTOSSTO'lds. While Old

Whigs and nnuvists loathed the Democratic party, they also despi sed

sectionalism and radicalism. The wavering and uncertain anuudcs of

conservatives toward the Republicans created anguish in the minds oi

Republican strategists, for the conservatives wert.' the balance nf pow er

in the doubtful s tates.

Republicans an nounced in no uncenam terms that they required the

electoral votes of the doubtful states in I HAo . The political abohuonist

Joshua Giddings told Salmon P. Chase that the nomination rested on

the decision of Pen nsylvan ia : "I have on looking over the whole field

come to th is conclusion in my own mind that If Pennsylvania goes lor

Sewa rd as her second choice, he will he the nomtncc . It for you, then

you will he t he nominee 1.1 if she refuses 1Il any event to go for either I
doubt whether either shall be nominated. " One 01 lohn Sherman's

correspondents weighed the chances of Supreme Court Justice fohn

Me t.can and then added . "T h e question is, can h e carry Penna , lnd iuna,

III & New Icrsey? No man should he nominated who can not Igt.,t ! all

[of them. s imply because he cannot do without them." Pennsylvanians

u nderstood perfect ly the necessity of securing their state. As the llat­
risburg Telegraph explained, " If the Republican nominee carry every

northern State in the Union except Pennsylvania and New lers cy they

will lack two votes of an election.':"

Determining the strategy that would hind rhc doubtful states to the

Republican cause generated considerable Incnon among Republican

tacticians. Horace Greeley the ormuprescnr rctnrrucr and editor uf the

Ne ....' York: Tribune . openly sought an alliance with conservatives by ad­

vocating adop t ion of certain nativist measures (regis t rat ion laws ) and
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..upporttnj; nanvisr C<1nJIl.t.HI:~. ..uch .1 .. EJwJ.rJ Hate.. 01 ,\ 1!s<,o un Yl:t
C ree lev's ohvrou-, at tempt to lure con scrvau vcs uno the panv crea ted

dissens ron . lIhnms Republicans wen- no t parncularlv ena mored with
conscrvauvcs. and in Marne O tH: incensed clc rgvrnan wrot e to Con­
grcssman Israel washburn, " How utterly It It il l' It 1" to think ol ..tandi ng
on the ucket and run cn pla tform 0 1 Horace C rcclcv and Co."" In dis ­
cu....mg the n ..mg mtcre..t In a con..ervattv e candidate. Samuel Bowles,

proprietor 01 the Spnrntield \Ma....nchuseusl Repubhcan. cautioned ,
" It IS of the lughc..t cun..vquencc ttl ..ccurc the support ot those III ' t he
conscrvanve zone,' menta lly and mat cnnllv, who agree with mort' pro ­
nou nccd Republica ns In th is fundament al matter 101slavery In th e tcr­
n toncs]. and no toili ng down 0 1 pnncrplc 1.. required 10 ..ccurc tbcm .:"

The gubcrnntona l e1l'C1101l in Rhode Island rou k place unudst the pri­
vate and pubhc Rcpubhcnn debate over the best mean.. [(J oh r.un the
doubtfu l ..tatt'" and con ..crvanvc voter ... . The Aml'IICIIl p.rrtv smcc
p~" had ruled Rhode leland crate pohncs . JI ...pl'lt:lng the Dcmocr.ns
who had con trolled th e rt'gltln III th e tir ..t halt III th e decade In I " 'If,

the Am cncan part v lu ...cd with the lleJglm,g Republican o rnar uamon
III support 01 Fremont . rhc a...ccnd.nu par tv III Rhode 1... lund wa..

thereby dubbed the "Amcncan-Rcpubhcan" p.mv The coal inon USU­
ally wo rked ba rmon iou..tv 1ll con~re ..... ronal corne- t ... an d OIl IUtl OlUlIS ­
sues. hut the re W.I S consrdcrah lc nv alrv tor ... tutc offices. "

The firs t mdicanon rh.n ..cnou... problems atthcrcd Rhode Island's
ru ling CI lain Ion occu rrcd 1n th e sp ruu; c\ mgrc-,..ronal clccnons 0 1 I ~;; y_
The Republicans demanded that ih c panv name be changed trom
"Arncncnn-Rcpubltcan " to -irnplv "Rcpubhcun. Thl" was I;tr~d\" a
prett'xt un tht' part ot tht' Rt'puhilcan'o, lor thelT IIlh:1It wa .. plalll They
fean'J thl' n"t' ot new tTOnOffilC 1......Ut·... . particul.ll ly tht' tafl ll, anJ dl" ­
hkeJ the tntolera nct' 01 Ihe nal ivl"I 'o , Thl')' deSired III kt'ep ,J Ut'n uon
focused IlIl the slawry is... Ut' : "Wh,u 1.. 1Ill' Repuhli cill PMlY; Prt'Cl..dy

a union of Whi~s , lk'mol'r;lls, Llhert y mt' n, Alll t'rrc;lIls, Co nsl· rv;uive ..,
;Illd Radi cal s, who heliew th;1t the J.: rl';lte ..1 evil of Ih t' country t.:OIllt.:S
fro m slavery, anJ thai no ~reat Intert·... 1 dl';H III Ihe ht'l' Stall'S or wlhe
non-slave holder." any whe re can he pro ..ecllteJ, or l'\ 'en ..,lie ullill the
sla \'e power bt, hroken ."

Wilham C. Simmon.. WHile to h i'" hwthl'r, Rhudt' 1..lanJ Sell;Jtur
lames F. Simmon.", that the "Stralt Rt-puhhcans " Wt're dete rmlllt,J In

"cu t adn lt ." T he pwphecy was accm .lle. Thl' ..tr al.dlt s hdJ tht'lf own
COnVl'lltl on and, whde SU pport lll~ Ih l' AmeflC;lI1 c'llld id.ltc ltl Ollt' 0 1

Rhode Island 's tw o cun~ressi (Jna l d is l rlc t-.. th l')' llo 111 lll ,lt eJ T ho m,l'" R
Lh vis for the other. DaV IS was a fortner Delllon;1t \"' ho h;lJ hrukt'Jl
with h is r art y over the Kansas-Nehrask.! hill whe n ht' had ht't'n a cun·
~ressman, HiS nominatulll , however, .11 ..0 emph,l'>i:eJ tht, IIlteroal

..tru~lt" nctween fmmt't Democrats and \\'h i~s wllhm Ihe Rt'puhhcan
party.U

T ht' AmerlC3m. we re unda unted hy tht' "l'veflng 01 Ihe IU"lOn and
prom ptly nom m ated Chnswphe r Rohm ...on lor th l' ..cal wh ich DaVIS
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coveted , Robinson was routed ny th e partv ,IS the best rcprcscnrauvc of

the distnct and one whtl favor ed pnucc noms m." The A rm ncan-, ab o

remin ded vo ters thai the n.mvi ..t pnnciplc.. wh ich had swept the s tntc

fou r years be fore wer e -,ti ll st ronalv held 111 Rhode Island: " Now. 10 IK'

norc this powerful Am cnc.m clement III the oraamcanon ot rh c St;lIl'

adnumstrauon part y fur rhc cnvuuu; year, " .. the s t raigh t Republ ican s

propose by their present 11I ·aJ n ..cd movement 10 do , is simply an
rmpossibrlny" "

During the campaign rh c stralKht" in sisted nn the pnrn acy oi the

slavery Issue, J. POi nt wh ich th e Americans al so strc",sl'd , But the

Americans place d quahticuuon .. on the sfavc rv qu cvnon and open ly

deprecated the sccnonahsm tl l lh\'l~ and h IS radicalleanings. The t'ro-
vidence loumul com m ented that Dan had "e xt rem e op rruons" on the

su bicc t of slav ery : " ~\r. Robm ..on pa cd ;1 eu logv upon Henry Clay,

whose disciple h e 1\ proud to ca ll h u n..clt. Mr. Davi s instanced Wilham
lloyd G arr ison as a m an .....hu...c name would descend to poo;tenty wuh

greater honor than that 01 Clav or \\'eh... tcr ?" The elec tron rc ...uhs

proved the Ameri cans co rrec t : Rohm ...1Il won th e drsmct and the nalu
to Sit III Congres ...'

To m ost ob server .. Robm...on's vrct orv indicated the unden iable

s t rength 01 Amencan polity tollowc n, in Rhlld l' Island. T he srraighrs,

however, we re dct crrnmcd to reform rh c Republicans, and DaVIS's de ­

feat did not sway them Irom rh r-,pu rpo ..c. Inst ead 01ddying the Amen­

cans by connnumg a separat e e:O;I ... ren ee. the ..tr . ughts sough t to grab

control 01 th e party mach inery, Late in IS:; '} the straigh ts made et rcn­

uous efforts to have thei r men selec ted as delegates to the American­

Rep u bli can convent ion to I'll' held in January rxeo. In ligh t ot thei r ex ­

ertions, Will iam Simmons wrote Ill... brother tha t the meeti ng would
have "a strong Republican ,,1St." "

Rh ode Isl and Republica ns m et on l.muar v a in Pro vidence to choose

sta te candr darc ... and til seln:t delegates to the nat ional con vc nuon in

C h icago, will iam Simmons's Il·'U... were rmmcdratclv rea lized when

T homas R, Davis was se lected pre sident of the conclave. The conven­

tion quickly adoprcd a rath er IIlI1OCUllU ... platform proclailllm,g fideli ty

to Ih e Union, ahhorrl'nCl' 01Juh n Brown '.., ra id, disgus t at the profli,li,lCy

of the Buchanan admllli ..tratilln , and determlllat ion to ex clude slavery

from the tern tnnes, Hut whl'n thl' ,li3then ng tllrnl·d to the matter of

state nominatmlls and th l' indi Vid uals to he Sl'm to ChlCa,go, the am ­

mosi ty bc-twt'en thl' !',ual,ghts .m d thl' Ame ricans erupled . Seth Padel ·

ford , a wealthy, ...e lf·m adl' m erchant , rl'celved the ~ubernatorial bid on

the first ballot ; PadeHord .....a... held to he m the raJlcal camp. Charles

Van Zandt , a state le~i slator and Il'ader ot the Am erican lor ces , ... trove

to poslpone consldl'rat!un o j the Ch ica~o delegatIOn, bu t the action

failed and the ' OnWnl lOll pruceedl'd to choo..e the representative... , The
radical s oi th l" part }' a~ain won the bolttle WIth a host 01 straights he­
111& selected to attl'nd the national convention, One exception to the

sual~ts' triumph .....as the mcluslOn oi S,nator Simmons as a deleKate. '·

-
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Conserva tives left the mccung feelin g both an,l.:ry and hitter at what

they bel ieved were th e high -banded tactics of th e radical s T he Amen­
cans did not , o t cou rse. share th e srraighrs ' zeal for the slaver v IS"'UC,

but the events of the pas t two mo nths had also hardened their rc...olve
aaam ... t the radicals 111 the party. John Brown's raid and the threat ot
drsumon shocked th e Rhode Island Amer ican s. and th ey feared th e
povsibilitv of a southe rn bovcon of north ern goods whi ch Irate south­
cmcr-, were advocati ng.•Moreover. at the same time the Am erican ­
Republicans gathered at Provide nce. th e congress lima I leaders m the
Hou...c of Rcprcsentanvcs m Washington waged a bmcr contest ove r

the sclecuon of a Speake r. Ommouslv for RhoJc b land partv mem bers
Republicans m w asbmgron favored th e elect ion of John She rman of
OhIO as Speaker. But Shcrru.tn's nomi nation was hodv cont ested hy
southe rne rs an d northern Democrat s because he had been one 01 the
ma n)' Republican endorsers of Hinton R. Hel per's The lmpendms: Cn­
SIS. a work which advocated the abolmon of slavery. Anot her cndo r...cr
o t the hook was farmhar to th o...c III Rhode Island : Seth Padclford.

In the two weeks following I'adcltord's normnanon . the rancor he­
twevn the facuon s 01 th e Republican party tilled th e newspapers.
Co nsc rvanvcs ca lled I'adc lford's nommanon a "purchased one," and
com plained that mon ey was " lavished like water." Besides the con­

scrvanves' ange r at bei ng outmaneuve red at the convenuon. they also
leveled th eir sha rpes t cn ricism at I 'adcltord's record. A!< one paper ex­
plained, Rhode Islan d was "Sam," and not "Sambo.' Th e Warren Tele ­

graph qui ck ly linked outside events to I'adclfo rd's politica l view s. Th e
peopl e, claimed the ed ito r, "have drawn hcahhv lessons lro m the apu s­

racy of Helpe r. and th e raid of John Brown. Th e)' have learn ed to what
enor mi t ies the embodiments 01some theor ies may lead, and how close
a connec tion the re was between th e 'i rrepressible conrlic r' as clnbo­
rated by Sewa rd at Roche ster . and that wnncn with bloody fingers bv
Ossawatonuc Brown at Harper" Ferry." -'" Ouitc early Rhod e Island con­
servatives de mons trated that th ey associated John Brown's raid an d
Helper 's boo k wit h the politics ot William H. Scward.

Those Rep ublican s who decided to uphold the legu im acv of Padcl­
ford'!'> credentials soo n reacted to th e conservative thrust. Th ey argued
that Padelford was nominated fmrly and the cry of a pur chased nomi na­
tion was simply the howl of losers who cou ld not accept defeat with
grace. Supporters of Padelford spent most of thcu ene rgy rcfunna th e
cha rge that he was a radi cal , he ma v have been selec ted by radical s
.....nhin th e part y, but his record bchcd an y devranon trom propcr
Republicanism."

What loyal party members leafed most was a disruption 01 Rhode Is­

land Republicanism and th e influence suc h a division cou ld ha ve on
natrona] politics. Thc Providence Ioumal wamcd that the " Novembe r
elec tion, With all It!"> Import ant issues. is not far away" Th e loyali sts
fretted ove r the role th e Democrat s mi ght pla y; th e leading organ of th e
Rhude Island Democracy, the Providence PO.H , already had atta cked

Seth Padeliord ( 1 8 0 7 - 1 8 7 8 1.
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Padeltord lor his radrcahsm and indicated the Democrats ' wil hngm.."...
to suppo rt a conservative cand idate . Wil liam Simmo ns reported to his
brother that a breakup 01the Republican part y in the sta te see med im ­
minent and that a Democ rat-consc rvanvc coah uon cou ld auam VI C­

tor y: "You know th e American tcchng IS strong throughout th e Sta te 0­

every thing is bro ught to bear agams t P. &. It looks <IS tho It would beat
him, with th e Dem ocratic votes ." IJ

On Februa ry I the co nservative rerccuon of Padclford cr ysta llized at
a meeting at Howard Hal l in Providen ce. The old Am encan s called tor
a Young Men 's con vcnuon to be held III two week s and offered William
Sprague as an alternative to Padcl tord . William Sprague was onl y thirty
yea rs old in I Hf>O, but he was th e son ot a cotton manufactu ring mag ­
nate an d reportedly the richest man in Rhode Island , While Sprague's
poli tical views were not actua lly known , his father, onc e a governor of
Rhode Island, had been an impeccable Wh ig and th er e was little reason
to doubt the son 's conse rvausm ."

In spite of the moaning of Padclfo rd's suppor te rs over th e divi sion of
the part y and their warning that a coalition of Democrat s and conser­
vatives would "destroy th e harmony and weaken th e strength of th e
Repub lican forces, and make a tnumph m th e aut umn difficult, If not
probl ematical. " th e co nse rvatives held their Young Men 's conve nt ion
on February 16, where, true to predrcuon. they nom inated Sprague for
the govern orship." loyal Republ icans were agam disheartened when,
on the sam e day, the Dem ocrats held th ei r sta te convenuon and th ey
too chose Sprague to be their candida te . Th e Padeltord Repu blicans
knew th ey faced an uph ill struggle. No t only did Sprague have censer­
vauves and Democrat s suppor ting him , he also had his wealth. As Wil­
ham Simmon s noted, "There will be no lack of money as he [Sprague]
means to be elected ." l'
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At then ccnvenuon the conscrvauves ourhned the Issues upon

which they woul d challenge Padeltord. T he ir firs t rcsoluuon read:

That so me o f the doc tri nes of Helper 's book, deliberately endor sed

and recommended by the nominee for Governor, of the .nh o f lan ­

uary State Convention, are as rad ical and revolutionary in the ir
tenden cy as any which Camson or Wendell Ph illips ever put forth ,

co u nse llin g, as they do, .10 Im mediate non -iru crcoursc betw een

the citizens of the no rthern and so ut he rn States in all thei r com­

mer cia l. social. rehgious , and political rela ti on s, wh ich co urse of

act ion m ust resu lt in co n fus ion and uu u ry to the bus iness inte r­

es ts 01 all the States, and wou ld strongly conduce to a dissolution

of the federal Union.

Padeltord's radrcahsm became the pnme target ot th e conserva tive at­

tack . The Democ rats co nstantly t ied Padelford to Harper s Ferry and

Helper 's Impt'1ltll1lX Cl1s1.~. and claimed that th e Repu bl ican s " want to

be able to say tha t Rhode Island H an abolition Stllte." J' The Amer i­

ca ns did not drsaurce. They too linked Padellord to Brown and Helper
and declared that the issue wa s between "r rue UepubJicanisl1J over

Radical abolltlonl sm." I'

The ot he r clement in the co nse rvat ive appeal was econom ic. Rhode

Islan d's couon m ills produced cloth that was so ld in the South, an d

rh rs southern trade was Important to the s ta te 's economy. In the at­

te rmath ot lohn Brown's raid , sou therners attempted a boycott o t

northern goods ttl demons trate ho w ..enously they vrc wed th e incident.

Alt h ou gh the non-mtcrcourse moveme nt fa iled to ha h so uthern pur­
chases of nonhcrn w-ares. Rhode Is land's co nservanvcs responded to

the threat. At one Sprague gathc nng. the parti cipants passed a n- solu ­
uon con de m n me the "assau lts of an intolerant part y press upon the

bu siness interests of the Stat r -c-rt s sneers at 'calicos' and ItS atte mpt ed
ridicule of th e cn tcrpn sing men who manufactu re them !l I-

The Padclford Republ icans were understandably depressed. Partisan s

of th e regu la r party in sist ed th at I'adcltord wa s no rad ica l by pointing tu

the moderat e pla tform which the co nvent ion had adopt ed . They like­

wtse branded the conservatives as tra itors to Repu bli can princi ples be­

cause th ey welcom ed an a lliance wit h the Dem oc rats . Most Im porta nt,

th e Repu bli cans pleaded wuh conse rva t ives to u nderstand how the

troubl es III Rhod e Island would hu rt Repu bl ican s m Novem ber . As the

BO.Hon Advenner co m mented, " It mak es no differe nce under what

name the vic tory is won, it wi ll he im possible to prevent u s being un­

der stood as a su bs ta nti al triumph of the democrati c pany.'''''

Party loyalt y wa s s t il l a factor among th e Padclford Republ ican s. and
they were abl e to enli st the rh etorica l abilities 01 outside speakers,

such as Tom Corwin of Ohio and Abraham Linco ln ." A mea su re of the

bo nd of part y loyalt y-and at the same time an indi cat ion of the deic e­
non of those conscrvan ves who supported Padcltord-c-was Senator

James F. Simmon s 's decision to cam pai gn on be hal f of the party. While
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Simmons was mulling over Iu s comnuuncnt to th e gubernatorial can­

didarc. his brother reminded him, "There arc il great many 01 yr. s t rong

friends in this [cc nservan ve] movement . o, you know, vou haw nu­

thing to hope from the radical poruon 01 the party. They have alv..·J.ys

been opposed to you t-.. always will be ." Another of the Senators

friends , E. J. Nightingale, who was rcsponsrblc lor Simmons 's appoint ­

ment to the Rhode Island dclegauon to Chicago, voiced his dismay at
Padelford 's norrunauon : "1ca n not "OIl' lor him [Padcl tord] or an y other

man who has favored radicalism e, a... I wa .. a delegat e to the Convcn­
tion [I] do not thmk It would he proper to vot e agamvt him [;] rheretorc I
shall not vote for GOW TnO r. '"

The gubernaronal races in New England were the most exc umz co n­

tests that region had see n for vea rs. On Apnl a. Con nectic u t \"OIL'rs nar­

rowly affirmed their Rcpubhcam ... m . but onlv by tcwcr than 600 vot e ... .

On April ..., the heated Rhode J..,1J.nd clcc non cl imaxed . To the agony 01

the Republi cans, although It wa ... not an agon v untorcsccn . William

Sprague defeated Set h I 'adcltord and became the new governor of

Rhode Island . Spra gue polled 12,2~~ vo tes to l'adeltord '.. 10, x \\ , and

while Padelford's roral ncarlv eq ualled rhc votes cas t for Fremont III

1 8~6, 11 W,lS insufficient 10 OVl'r COl11e the conscrva u ve-Dcmoc rar coa h­

non. " The unaltera ble tact wa ... that the Republicans lost an election III

thcu New England stronghold And alvo mcom csrable was the reason
for the defeat : the issu e {II r.rdicah ..m had spill the party and had dnvcn

off the conservati ve... . The Rhode Isla nd cle cnon underscored the case

with which the frail pohncal alliance between conservatives anJ Re­
publicans could bt: sundered .

Not unexpectedly nonbcm Dcmocr.us glorified In the Rcpubhcau

de feat 10 Rhodc Island, The Republi can ... . exulted the JlJmfJI~ :-itat e

Register. were "routed in Rhode Island! The white nun can' t stand lOll

much negro. Even New England rebels." " Several Democratic editors

failed to report the peculiar circumstunccs of Rhode Island pohncs and

denied that Sprague was anything other than a DcmonJ.t in ~()(ld stand­

in~. For many northern Ikm(J{,:mts, the scll'ction of ~Jlr3~ue by a party

convl'ntion was sulficiellt proul 01 his party loyalty." Other nr~an... of

the Democracy more faithtuUy rl'coullIed thc political sitUJ.tlllll III

Rhode Isbnd; they nunethde...... IIlSbtl'd , as did tht' C1C I'c/al}d l'lclln
Dealel. that the Rhode Is land DemOCJ,lts \o,-'oulJ have chosen Srra~ul'

regardless oi tht, actions 01 the const'rvatl w s.

In publi c thl' Republica"", Jl'n it'd thill Rhode Island had bcen lost to

the Democracy or that th l' ... tatl' woulJ Vllt l' 1m anyonc other than

the Chica~o nominee 10 NO\"l'mncT. A... the IndlOnapo/n tournai ex­

plained, "We net'd hardly say that it i... no mJicauun at all ot the PresI ­

dential e1ectlon, for Rhode Island will not lx' se rluus ly claImed by any

Democrat with sen<'l' enllu~h to ~tllll wh en It rJ.ms." ' · ;\\nst Republi ­

cans remarked that the \'Jctory oi Spragut: was "t' xpeeted:' that thc re·

suit was "a fore~onc concl us ion, and ast olll sht'd nobody who had given

the least anentmn til thl' matt er ." The New York EvenIng Po~t sauro
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wa,~ anlv thirtv vears old when
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enlisted m the Unum armv
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the first battle of Bull Run.
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pers. His l So~ "j I'a Th<' l>r"Jm~<:" 01
the Convntummal Llmon rarl}' .II"" took
huan al the I l·~ uh , 01 the Rh"J .. lvland
clccnon sen"n" Ihal thev ~"u IJ J ..k.1I
{he Repuhhcans In th e doubt tul ,\;lIn

Sec \\' ash m"tu n Hum I" lohn , Cm
tendon. Al'l ~ , 1" 1<0. In .\1t~ C ha pm a n
Coleman, The U'o' ", tonn / Cnurnden.
1 vols. (Phlb J d r h la, 1" 71 1, 11,1"9 -1 90,
Aln,anJel R R"ld<:l {tl Rubert ,\ 1, T
Bunter, ,\ In 11'1 , I I'I !\O R"ld<:l P.!J'CI~

Duke Uruversrrv Durham . r..; c

T HR E AT Of R A D I C A l l \ ,\t

nccncur ." A New Hampshire paper descr ibed the Padcltord slate as th e
"Seward ticket," and in New lcrscv one edito r wrote: "We hope the re­
sults in Rhode Island and Connec ticut m.1 Ynot deter the Black Repub­
licans from puuing forwa rd J\11. \ EWARI> as the ir candidate for th e Pres­
idency." Moreover, many Democrats actually did expect a Seward
candidacy to dnve th e old -hn c Whigs an d Americans lrom the Repu bli ­
can s. O ne correspondent of Senator Wilham Bigler of Penn sylvania
wrot e that the "New England Election s have thus far demonstrated
what I said to you whe n at th e Federal Ci ty." Bigler's confida nte ex­
pected mo st {If the North to gu Repubhcun. th e "only tWO States that
can be carr ied [for the Democ racy are ] Penna and New Icrscv." He th en
added that II Seward became the Republ ican candidate , Pennsylvania
wou ld be safe,'''

Republicans may have pubhclv dism issed the Rhode Island se tbac k,
hut th ey realiz ed how tenuous their Imk with the Import ant conserva­

rive bloc was. Virtu ally the entire Republican pres's em phasized that
the victory of Sprague was due to a diVISIOn of the sta te party, and not
to an y growth of Democ ratic sentiment . Most Journalists report ed the
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spin .1';' between " Free Sui lcrs and North Am er icans." hu t Republ ican s
un derstood that the nature uf th e p;my rupture In Rhod e Island pre­
scntcd a grave dange r to their presidential asp irat ion s." In an editorial,
the New York Time s not ed th at th e struggle In Rhode Island demon­
strated that when the Democrats received ;111.1 trom "Amcncans. O ld
\Vhl),;", and conscrvauve Republicans." they beca me unbearable. In par­
ncular the Times pointed ttl the pohncal suuanon 111 Pennsylvani a and
New !elSey, two states III whi ch th e balance tit power belonged to th e

conse rva ti ve vote rs. The Times th en predicted that If th e w hi gs, Arn cr­
icans, and Democrat s formed a coa ltuon, th e Republicans wou ld be
doomed."

In Chicago. the Pre.~~ and Tribune warned th e Repu bl icans to pay
heed to the lcs...on 01 Rhode Island: " It should teach them [Republicans]
that the nornmauon oi a Radical Republic an for President m ay result
In thl' loss 01 even Ne w England Stat es." An edi tor In Lynn , Mas ­
sach use tts, agreed that It was pohncnllv fooli sh " to ignore th e censer­
vauvc d em ent ," and that Rhod e Island Republicans would not undergo
another d iVISIOn In November so lon~ .1'" the pa rty was "under th e lead­
ershrp (I t some conscrvauvc man, like Seward, Met.can . or Bates," No
Republican que..noned the conservatism o t Edwa rd Bates or lusucc

loh n Mc l.ean . hut Wilham H Seward was a drttc rcnt m at ter . Though
Sl·ward was cssc uually a co nservan vc, he had earlier spoken several
ph rases In the heat of pohncal battle wh ich became perrnaucnt fixture s
in an tebe llum polu ica l rhetori c and which associated th e se nator with

the radica l pomon of th e part y: th e " highe r law " and th e " irrepressible
confhct." Furt hermore, as the Chicago convent io n near ed , m or e and
more Republicans tried HI calculate the possible effects a Scward ca n­

didacv .....ould have on the doubtful sta tes. ln crcasinalv Scward was
fou nd to be de ficient in the quahucs necessary 10 at tract th e conserva­
nvc.. III those ..rates."

The most important unce rtain s tare W ;I S Pennsylvan ia, without
wh ich (as Pen ns ylvanians qur cklv poin ted o url rhe Republi cans cou ld
no t achieve victory. Republ ican s in the Keyst on e Sta te understood that
their virtual sweep of the congressiona l elecnons in 18,M was d ue to a
fUSIOn wub the old Whl~s and natiVist s; th ey ab o realized how fraRlle
wen' th e links bmdi nR th e co nservatives to th e part y. The cha irm an of
th e st.1te part y, Alexandl'r K. McC lurc, rememhered th e Sprague vic­
tory III his m emoirs as " ;1 shock" which add ed " to the many clouds
which hunR OVl'r the Repu blican hOTizon ." The Rhod e Island result s
al so e lic ited Strllll~ admonitions in the Penmylvam a Repuhlican preMo
aRdmst radICal nummees. In th e Republican lourn als , ednors tound
SpraRlie "an excellent candldatc ," whi le Padell ord was "an ultra," an
"Abolniomst, or nearly suc h." '" The fact was that most Pcnnsylvania
Repubh cans preferred th e vicw ry of th e conscrvatlve Spra~ue over th e
radi cal Pade lford . And Penrlsylvan ians quick ly warned their co mpa­
tr iots in other slates to learn the lesson of conservat ism, As J\\orton
McMichael of th e Philadelphia No rth Amc[J(:an and Un ited States

Q'
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Presiden t ot the Uni ted States.
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Gazette lectured , th e doubtful states were snll doubtful and now th e
Republi ca ns "a re not sure even of Co nnec tic ut and Rhode Islan d, with ­
ou t great pruden ce in their normnanons and great skil l III rhcrr s t rat­
egy." A Harrisburg new spaper added that the Rhode Island result s de m­
ons trate d that not any Republi can wou ld su ffice for the nom in ation ,
and part icularly not in Pcnnsvlvaruu "

Conservat ives in other Northern states agreed with th eir Rhode Is­
la nd brethren that William H. Seward was a Padelford type of extre­

mi st. Conservat ives connec te d the even ts at Harpers Ferry with th e "i r­
repressible conflic t" as elabora ted by Seward, an d atta cked Sew ard
for not repudiat ing th e doctrin es of Hinton Help er in hi s Senate
speeches.') Mor e importa nt, the politi ca l ope ratives who corresponded
with Sena tor Simmon s were em pha tic that conse rvat ives saw Seward
as an "u ltra." Simmons's bro ther warn ed tha t the Rho de Island debac le
should "teach th e Chicago con vent io n a lesson, not to nom ina te an ul ­
tra part y man for th er e will be no cha nce to elec t suc h," and anot her
adviser wrot e th at if the Nove mber contest pitted Stephen A. Douglas
against Seward, "the re cou ld he no doubt of the Sta te's going Demo­
crane." ?' E. J. Ni ght in gale was eve n more convinced 01 th e necessi ty of
nomin at in g a conscr vauvc, an d he offered Edwar d Bates as an app ropr i­
at e candidate: "Bur with Sewar d or Chase of Oh io, or any man of that
s tam p I should feci ce rtain of defeat. in my opini on ou r aim sho uld be
to nom inate men who would be ce rtai n of uni ti ng the opposit ion in
Penn & N Icrsev &. ca rry ing those States." ....

Nor was the proba ble effect of Seward's nominat ion on th e conserva­
tiv es in th e un certain states missed by frien ds uf the Ill inois ca ndidate,
Abraham Lin coln . loseph Medill wrot e ttl Sena tor Lym an Trumbu ll ut
Illinoi s th at the Chicago convention" dare not no m in at e Sewa rd ." Me­
d ill th en relat ed th at th e "result in Co nnec ticut and Rhode Island
should admoni sh us to aVOId radical Issues an d ca ndidates thi s ca m­
paign ." Lincoln al so found ou t th ro ugh hi s cor rcspnndcn cc that th e Rc­
publican troubles " in Con nec tic ut an d Rhode Island ope rates stro ngly
aga in st Seward." and th at the Republicans were "muc h depressed" by
th e New England vote rallies. In the view of Herman Kreisman, an ob­
server in Washington, " It is depl ora ble, but non e the less true on that
account, tha t th e nomination of Seward would be followed by th e de­

feat of th e Rep ubl ican party in bot h th ese States [Rhode Isla nd an d
Connecti cut ]." Lym an Trumbull wrote to Lin coln of ho w congress men
we re interpreting th e New England contests: "The del egat ion s from
Conn . & R.I. say he [Seward] would lose bot h States, and so fat as I
know th ose from N .J. I 'a. exce pt Came ron, and Ind ian a, express th e
same o pin ion in regard to th eir States, & I must confess th e lette rs I am
daily receiving from Ce nt ral & South, Ill. lead me til doubt if he cou ld

carr y ou r State." "
Event s quickly turned conte m porary, and lat er histor ica l. atten tion

away fro m th e affect of Rhod e Island 's gub ernatorial elec tion upon
Seward 's bid for th e Chicago nominat ion , Less than one month aft er
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Book Reviews

Samuel lIopkms and the New Divunt v Mo\'t'm ent . Calvinism. the
Congregational .\ fm iqn', and Reicnn In .',,'cw England Between the
Greal Awak enings. By JO "lI' tf A. C Ul"fO RTI. (G rand Rap ids, M ic h.:

wm. B. Eerdm ans Publishing Co lor the Chnsu an Universi ty Press,
1981. vm -+- 2.$1 PI". Notes. appendi x. bibhog raplucal n ot e, index .
5 16·9 5·}

For all of his Im portance as the ntular heir of Jonathan Edwards. th e­
ological po lemicis t 01 the firs t rank , and urcle ...... worker In the cau...c of

antislavery, It is surpnsmg huw litt le attention has bee n paid to the ca­
reer of Samuel Hopkins 11721- 180 \l to modern scholars hip. The last

pu blished biog raphy appeared in 1 ~ ;; 2 . Sinc e then gene ral references

have prai sed Hopkins's s tand on anus lave rv bu t dism issed hi s vers ion
of "smcr" tpredesu nananl Calv nu sm as a great anachronism : an ob­

tuse theologica l system that lac ke d Edw-ards's geru us and which ex­

ert ed litt le public mtluence In an age moving rapid ly m in drv iduahsnc

and "Armiman" directions. By so cancatunng Hopkins 's theology, hi s ­

tonans comcrdcnrallv have m issed the broader pu blic appeal of th e

" New Divirutv" m ovement he cham pione d. In Samuel Hopkins and
the New Divinuv Movement . loscph Conto rn explodes the se mi scon­

ceptions and reveal ... how Important man and movement were to late

co lon ial and early natr ona! New England cult ure .

Conforti begins his study with a superb ov erview of th e star e of Cal­

vinism in New Engl and following the death of Jonat h an Edwa rds. Like

the Con gregational " Ne w Ligh ts" of the G reat Awakening, the "h yper­

Ca lvin ist " New DIVinit y su ccessors rose III reac tion to a "Liberal"

clergy who em phas ized the "e xte rnal qual ification s" of wealth and

breeding instead of the "heart" and the co nve rs ion experience. New Di­

vinity preac hers typica lly eme rged from "obscu re " social backgrounds

and worked in back counuv post s that were spurned by their more cos ­

mopolitan Libera l cou nterparts . Differences in soci al ba ckground ex ­

tended [Q broader diff erences III theological em phas is and pulpit style .

Wh ere Liberal s tended to be " rati onali sti c" III their theology and pre­

ferred a "form al" fu lly wnucn ou t se rmon text . the New Divinity rrun ­

isters we re st ric t pr edestinarians who tended [Q spe ak extem po ra­

neously in the pulpit . In terms of rel at ive numbers. the N ew Divinity

ministers were m o re numerous than lus to nans previously assumed.

Despite their lack of favor a t the chid colonial colleges in Cambridge

and New Haven , New Divinity minist ers accounted for roughly one ­

third of the Congregat ional clergy in Con ne ctic ut , and a sim ila rly high
proportion in Massa chusetts. A'J> preacher s these New Drvmirv minis-
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ter s tended to leave then theology behmd m the study and adopted a
po .....erful hortatory style w luch pleased popular audien ces and reflected
an Ed.....ardran under standing of "the evangelical fun cuon of the spoken

word: ' Individual s like Joseph Bellamy, Na thanael Em mons , o r Ste­
phe n West were among the most popular preachers ot their age and
dommated the mtc nor of Ne w England. The "Second Great Awak ­
erring" of the 17Hos was , In New England an ywa y, a New DIVinity

phe no menon .
Mo re th an anyone else, Samuel Hopkin s was the sta nd ard-bea rer oi

the New Drvrmty movement-so much so, that " Hopkinsiam sm" and
the New DIVInity were " virt ually synony mous ." This, despite the fact
that in man y wavs he did not fit the standard hvpcr -Calvrrust mold .
Unlike brs peer s. Hopkins was never particularly dynamic in the
pulpit. nor "lt d he lead srgnificaru revivals . Although his social on gms
In Waterbury, Connecnc ut. were modest by Boston standa rds , they
were hardly obscure. His father was a leading selec tman , justice of the

peace, and de pu ty to the General Asse mbly. Only utter ma triculat ing at
Yale Co llege in th e midst of th e G rea t Awak ening l l 740 ) was Hopkins's
caree r se t on a co nvent ional New Div inity track. Lik e man y of h is

classmates Hop kins caught th e fever of revivali sm an d de te rm ine d to

extend his train ing In "Schoo ls 01 th e Prophets" es tablished in the
homes of evangelical nurustcrs. For Hopkins , rhis meant travel to

Northampton wh ere he studied under the priva te tu telage of lonarhan
Edwards and developed the theological skills that would later gam him
fame in the New Divinity movement .

From Northampton. Hopkins travelled to the front ier palish of G rea t
Barri ngton, when: he would spend the next twent y-five yea rs of his
mi nistry. HISexperience there was one oi almost une ndi ng frustration .
Besides hrs own limi ta t io ns in the pul pit , he faced a host ile population
dominated hy a vocal Dutch minority wh o resented his presen ce from
th e start. Suc h un pleasantness, however, had its com pensations for it

drove Hopki ns to the study whe re, through th e 176os, he developed th e
maier lines of his theology which would es ta blish hi s reputat io n as
th eological he ir to la nathan Edwar ds. His syste m, as Co nfo rti po mrs
out , not only extended the thought of Edwards, bu t also revised It in

significant respects. Firs t land most controve rsially ], he revised Ed­
wards 's doctrine of original sin by arguing that God not only "perm it­
ted" sin to exis t. but actually "will ed" It to magmfy HIS love and
mercy. Second ly he rerect ed Edwa rds 's conce pt of "t rue virt ue " which
allowed some good to co me frorn natural or "secondary" virt ue , and ar­

gued Inst ead that the more sa nc tified ac ts by unregenerate men ap­
pear ed, the more heinou s th ey were in th e eyes of God. Third ly, and
most importantly, he rede fined Edwards's concept of "dis interes te d Be­

nevolence" to refer less to a se lf-cent ered aesthenc and philosophical
apprec iat io n of " Being in gene ral" to a more soc ially o riented em phasis
on se lf-denia l and soc ial reform.

The full implications of dis in terested benevolence became apparent
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to Hopkins only after h is arrival at the Second Congregational Church
in Newport , Rhod e Island, in 1770-a cou rrovc rsml appointm ent that

was achieved only through rhc hero ic lobbynu; ette n un Hopkins's be­
half hy the women 's prayer group. There, in th e midst (It rising anita­
n on against Brit ish "enslavem ent," he encou nte red at first -hand the
magnit ude and horrors of the slave trade In America and resolved to sec
it ended . He saw wi th stark clarity the inherent cont radict ion between
republican rhetoric and African enslavement and, more than any other
New Engla nd polemicist, linked the re ligious cause of antislavery to

the mea ni ng of the Arnencan Revo lution. In widely circulated ad­
d resses to the Conu nc ntal Congres s (177 '\) and th e Constitutional
Convention, he reasoned from Scripture and republi can logi c to de m­
onstrate the immorality uf slavery, and to warn the nat ion that unless
they repen ted of the sin ot slavery, God would nev er bless th eir na ­
tional cxpcnrnent . Along with lobbying to eradicate slav er y, Hopkins
engaged in a parallel movement for African colonizanon which , COIl­
forti observes. "com pro m ised his com m itment to social just ice tnr
American blacks, " and demonstrated the lim its nt n ineteenth-century
reform. Whe n, in the twilight of his career, Hopkins codified his beliefs
into a massive Sys tem of Doc trines (17lJ\l, he accomplished what
Ionatban Edwards never lived to complete: the first "ind igenous Amer­
ica n system of Calvinist theo logy." By bringing together Calvinist the­
ology with an activist socia l ethic , Hopkins 's Svvrem succe eded in
postponing the eclipse of Ca lvinism 111 New England for another

generation .
Conforti takes a ll an ambruous project and succeeds to an adrmrahlc

degree. It is a \vurk that no student of the Congregational minist ry and
soc ial reform can afford to ignore . There is on ly one POInt at which this
reader ca lled out for more inhumation . Despite th e acknow ledged im­
port ance of wom en to Hopkins 's Newburv caree r Ipart icul arlv Susa nna
Anthony and Sarah Osborne), and despite what we now know about
the im port ance of women to the Second Great Awake ning, Conforti
fails to explore why women fou nd Hopkins and the New Divin ity so
att ractive . Th is is not to detract from Conforti 's otherwise outs tanding
analysis, hut m erely to confirm his major point that , once revived,
th ere is far more to th e story of Samuel Hopkins and th e New Divinity

th an historians previously imagined.

University of Connecticut Harry S. Stout
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Old Light on Separate ¥\-an . The Narraganse n Own' of fmeph Fhh
176,-1"'-' 6 . Edited hy W l l ll A.\ \ S . SI.\\ .\l.O!'O'i and C tu avi. L. 51.\'.\10""",
(Hanover, N .H ., and London: Uruvc rsuv Pres-, ot Ncw England , I<,IX2 .
xv + 18 -1- pp.Hlust rauons, notes. sources . 511'0.00 .1

The wn n ng 01 lndran mission Im.wr y has lun KIIll:usl·d on m ura l pc­
nod s o f con tac t when rr usstonancs played crucm l roles III cul ture en ­

counte r. O nly rarely docs any study .1:0 beyo nd thusl' n rst years to grvv
us a glimpse 01 native people. both Chnsnans and tradu iona hs ts . strug­
~l lll,g to su rv ive III a strange and hosulc .....-orld. T his I ' cspecral lv so

III co loma I New England ",hert' must diScussions 01 Ind ian rmssrons

end wnh the chaos wrought hy Km~ Philip 's War. But as william Sun­
mom and othe rs have recently found, Chnsuarnrv did become an
mtegral part 01 the lin's 01 many Indians long alter the Ifo70S. Examm­

mg the lives 01 cigh reeruh-cemurv Chnsn an Indians SUAAcs{', Impor­
tant lessons about both m ission history and the wrdcr field oj nauvc
experience.

The di ar y an d letters of losep h Fish provid e lust that sort a t wmdow

into nati ve life III rhc eightee nth ce ntu ry. As will iam and Chery l Sim­
mons make plam III their illunuuanna introductiun, ma ny Na rraga n­
scns had bee n deeply touched hy rhc message of the Great Awakeni ng.

Narraga nsett conve rts, led by Chnsunn Indian pastor Samuel Ni les .
created a nar rvc chu rch . Thai church . whose tanh and lnurgv w'ere
closely connected to that of th e Separate and Separate Baptist churches.
was an important means for Narraganscn cultural and political sur­

vrval . w hen Puman drvmc loscpb Fish came to preach among the Na r­
raganse n bchcvers. he me t Indians whn~l' pcrccpnons ot Chnsuarutv

and th e tauhful htc di ttered dramaucallv trom his 0 .....·11.

The Fish Ind ian ma ten als cove r the period from 17(>, til 1776, a uruc
of cons iderable political trou hlc tor th e Rhode Island Na rraganscus.
Spli t into two factions ove r th e issue 01 land sales hv Sachem Thomas
N m igre t. Na rragn nsc ns led by Pastor N iles opposed fu rther wh ite 01.:­

cupanon of reservation lan ds and look ed to nussnmarv Fish as an a lly
in their s t rugg le. Fish 's wnn ngs reve al seve ral important 3SPl'C tS 01co ­
lonial mission s III gene ral and Narrcaansett lite III p.nucular. Rut even
the most hasty reading of Joseph Fish quickly pomts up ho w little he
understood native life and values . While Puruan rrussionanes III the
John Eliot era we re no match tor the ..killed lesuu ethnographers ot
New France, Purnans in an ear lier lime did record valuable det ail ..
about sou the rn New England native' soo cucs. But by Fish 's time, cu ­
riosit y had given way to othe r and mor e' ha rsh Icc lmgs. As the cdr ­
tor s correctly point out in th eir Afterword, loseph Fish cann ot be
count ed with Paul Lejeune or John Hcck cweldcr ;IS ,I ~reat m ission ary
ethnographe r.

If Fish fail ed at field ethnog raphy III his dia ry en t ries and letters th e
se ns it ive reader ca n catch tclhng pictures o f native people strugghng 10

retain th eir tribal lan ds and cu ltural rden nnes. Mo..t tmpcrt an r, ill the

WI
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Fish materials one can sec the outcome of the creative process whereby
native people took an ideology foreign to them and made it sun their
own ends and needs. Th is lndianizanon oi Chriscianuy so familiar in
places like Mexico or West Africa, has not gnnvn the attention it de­
serves from scholars looking <It colonial North America. what the Nar­
ragansett Christians had done, much to the confusion of Joseph Fish,
was to fashion beliefs and practices that blended together Christian
and native patterns. That synthesis was a survival ideology, a coping
mechanism for Narraganscns in a world that valued them and their
ways little or not at all.

At a time when the scholarly market has been flooded with un­
important documents poorly edited and overannotarcd, Wilham and
Cheryl Simmons 's edition 01 the Fish letters and diary is <I welcome
change , The text is cleanly presented without destroying its Haver and
authentic character. The annotations are both useful and restrained.
More important, in valuable comments before and after the documents

proper, the editors provide thoughtful analyses of both Narragansett
Christians and their often bewildered missionary. This is a superb
book and one that deserves a wide and appreciative audience.

YoungstmV1J Scate University lAMES P. RONDA



Corrections

The editors regret that several punter's error!'> In t ....-o recent Issues of

Rhode Island H I s/ Of\" have caused some confusion for our readers. The

fourth sentence ot Enc C. Schnerdcr'v "Mental Rctardauon . State Pol­

icy, and the Ladd School. 1908 -1970," in the November 1981 issue,

page 1'\ ,\, should read . "Social science encou raged th is prejudice as a

series of studies mc ludmg The KalJilwk. Familv ( 1 (,)1 2 ), The /111/ Folks
119 12), The Pmevs ( I \) I \1 , The Itlkl!.~ 11l 191, ( 19 I <; I, and The Family
of Sam Si x !v 1191t'!), purported to prove that Crime, desntu uon, il ­
legitimacy, and fceblcrrnndcdness were intertwined and herednary
phenomena ." In the last paragraph of the same aruclc. page 141, an­
other pnmer's error mangled the text when tWII lmes from uncorrected
proot .....ere Inadvertently repeated . There was also an error of omission
In the November 1l)81 Issue : Walter Kopek was not credited With de­
signi ng th e cove r.

In the May 1982 Issue, anot he r serious error occu rred on pa~e 67

when J hook revi ew er's nam e was spe lled in cor rccrlv. The reviewer of

Lyle Koehler's A Search for Power was Laurel Thatcher Ulrich . We
apolog ize to Ms. Ulnch for this unfortunate error.
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A Gift for the Fut ure

The Board of Trust ees of the Rhode Island Histo rical Society would like you to

cons ider making the SOCiety a beneficiary when you arc prepa ring your will.
Such a bequest would help insure the Society 's con tmumg efforts to col lec t. pre­
serve, and Interpret Rhode Island 's rich heritage. A bequest to the Society is
truly a gift to future generations of Rhode: Islanders so that they may share in
the Society 's services and progra ms.

Should you desire to include the Society as a beneficiary of an unres tric ted
bequest when preparing your will, the following wording is suggested :

I give and bequeath to The Rhode Island Historical Society in Providence
In the State of Rhode Island and Providence I'Iantanons dollars
IS ) for Its general uses and purposes.

The Director of the Society will be happy to diSCUSS this matter With you .
Gifts to the Society are deductible from federal estate and income taxes .

The Rhode Island Historical Society
<; 1 Pow cr Street, Prov ide nce , Rhode b land 01<,)of,
( ~o ll H I -1l'i 7,
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Introducing
100Westminster Street

A new place to bank-s-and a new way to hank­
that can help ...uccc... ... ful people take control of their

financial affa ir...

100 " 'c ... tmin...ter Street i.. a place where ...uccc ......ful
people CJ n rind vir ruallv ('\'c ry financial service they need ,
delivered hy a ta lented group o f financial protc...... ional... .

It .... a place where teller ... and long line... have been
hani...hcd . a place when: you deal with your own Client
."".' -; .,~.(. OJ!ict'r-an individ ual whe-e job i... to he: w n...itive
to your pe rsonal need ... and preferences-e m a quie r,
comfortable. unhurried atmosphere.

:\ lo,t of all , 100 \\'c...tmin ... te r Street i... a place
where we've created a new 'i':•.'ay to b:mk-a cornplctelv
integrated financial mccharu...m de...igned to hel p
...ucces....ful people lake control of [heir financial ariair.....

' 10 rind out how 100 \\·c...tmin ....n .. r Street can
help .'"(111, please call E G rl'gory Ahern at 401-2 7S-h699.
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