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Margaret Fuller's Row

at the Greene Street School:

Early Female Education in Providence,

Judith Strong Alben

Progressive coeducation was only a glimmer in the eye of a few Ne w
England educato rs like Bronson Alcott and Hiram Fuller in the I S tos.
Even rarer th en was an int erest in women 's tra in ing. for It was rnam­
tamed th at a woman's place was in th e home and that scholarshi p led
to headaches, digcsnve problem s, fainting and falling spells, and possi ­
ble blood disorders,I Once In school, despite reliance on "m ind tr am ­
109" through lon g scss rons of rot e recitation. reinforced by rod and
ruler, a lew mavcnck schoo ls managed to promote human welfare .
Based on a theory of th e goodness rather than th e depravity of man­
kind. schoolmasters lik e Alcott and Fuller, and teachers like Mar ­
garet Fuller, work ed with young men , and more uniquely with young
women , to cult ivate healthy minds and characters, in sisting on a well ­
rounded curr iculum that included diversions from st udy, although the
main emphasis remained fixed on the intellect. These few educat iona l
experiments were errati c and short- lived but their im pact was a fun ­
damenta l part {If contemporary coeducational practices . For young
women, these exe mp lars inclu ded the presence of female teacher s
whom th ey wished to emu late , as well as subject materials geared spe­
ciflcally to their int erests,

Serving as a model and rendering complex interpretations in a gamut
of current and historical cont exts, Margaret Fulle r became a proponent
of individual feminine growth and education by discussiun and by do­
ing. Her divergent and unorthodox views of the limit s of the "wom­
an 's sphere " enc ouraged reaction to trad itional responses and set th e
Greene Street School , where sh e was developing her own formative at­
titudes, apart from others of the era . Together with her row of puprl s-c­
adolescent girls from th e village of Northboro, Massachusetts, and th e
city of Provid ence, where the Gr eene Street School was locat ed­
Fuller anncipatcd several related aspects of early progressive educat ion
for young wom en . These included a collegial setting of teacher and stu­
dents rather than th e older hierarchy that set an Instructor apart from
his pupils; an mnmate and non-compcnnve aSSOCIatIon between
classmates that was a mamtestation of growing feelings of sorontv and
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kin shi p between women ; and the lusinn 01 th ese inw a particular aca­
demic enviro nment composed of phys ical, social. and cogrurive ele­
me nts. These relationships, which are now so baSIC to cducau cn. were
novelties in the early nmetecmh centu ry, and se t Into mo tion aspects
of a libcranng tendency that transtormcd art, literatu re. science , rheol­
0.ln', and philosophy at that time ,

Fuller joined the small stat! of the schoo l in late IISH . She was the
thud fema le teacher employed hy Hi ram Fulle r, whose interest in pre­
progressive attitudes wa... linked to Alcott 's practices of Transcendental
education In Boston. Her decrston til move to Providence. then a hack ­
water refuge with only a passm~ nucrest in the seeds of Transcendental
thought and Unitarian principles that were gesraung In v tassach uscn s.

was something 01 a calc ulated nsk . Hiram Fuller had offered her a sub­
stannal teaching salary, which he probably negl ect ed to pay her , and
time for her writing, whi ch he conveniently overlooked as he added po ­

etry to his tory lectures, philosophy, and social studies to lessons In

mo ral science, and a thorough invcsuganon of DcStad 's Cor inne to

th e study oi French . Mar~aret Fuller tolerated these conditions be­
cause, at the age of twent y-seven . she had reached a ce rtain level of ma ­
turity and uncommon independence. and now had to hold to her self ­

ap pointed ques t as schola r, educator. and as-vet-undefined de fender of
woman as man 's equal. T he two ot her women on the staff were 11:......
erudite than Fuller, and were more typical ot the "Dame School" reach­
ers of th e era. Ceo rgianna Nias was bcau n tul. graceful. and possessed 01
a "swanlike neck ," a model nineteenth-cent ur y woman-as-flowe r fig­
ure. Frances Aborn was quie t, plain, ha rdwo rki ng. sin/de , and likely to

rem ain so. Fuller clearl y ou tc lassed and outshone her co lleagues, in­
elud ing th e Byronic head mas te r who hoped to model hi s school after
Alcott 's lamed Temple School, In appea rance, i f nut in kind. ' Yet each
teacher had an impact on the girls of th e " rowv-c-benc hmates in the
school-and eac h was rcprcscnta u vc of a cu rious blend of characte r
that mirrored ninct ecnth -ccmurv socie ty in its initia l trans it ion from
a rati onal, com pact, agrarian culture to one composed of rom ant ic,
pre-industrial, urban dwell ers. Whil e Fuller also rem ai ned her row's Ill­

spirauonal center, N ias, Abom and Hiram Fuller, added to its under ­

standi ng along more traditional paths. T hus , a uni que educationa l ex ­
perien ce in Providen ce lelt It S mar k on the face of woman 's inte llec tual
growth. Departing from th e sta tus quo III ha th centuries, Margaret
Fuller 's dedica tion to retlecu on . observation. and a need to speak
clearly and act forthnghrly in tluenced the qua lity of female inst ruc­
tion , moving it trom a rarefied "hothouse" atmosphe re in which diler­
tannsm was promoted to an envrronmem III which mquiry, deba te , and
cogn ition were essential. T hese were offset by a convent iona l insis­
ten ce upon decorum and recntude by Huar n Fuller, Nias, and Aborn.
In this way, old and ne w approaches confronted one another.

When Pull er had first me t with her pupils that December, she had
made th e decision to give a special class that combined philosophical
archetypes of idealism and realism with lnerature. poetry, and his tory.
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Desrgmng the class arou nd a wider study of the foundations of cduc a­
non and its Im pact espec ially on women throughout the ages , she

Invit ed a lively group 01 ~lrl s to rein the diSCUSSIOns. These Included
two girls from Northboro, Mary Ware Allen and Anna Gale, who had
grown up together and whose stay at the school was to be recorded In

copious schoolioumals and lucid letters home. Mary and Anna were,
perhaps, natural leader!'> for the row because they were eager to learn
and quick to res pon d to Full er 's rr uellcct. Nra s's genulity and Hiram
Fuller's dapper interes t in th eir welfare. •Mary was placid and bnght
whereas Anna was agile and somewhat more temperamental; both
were sixteen. Others along the ben ch were Providence 's daughters, m­
eluding Ann Frances Brown, at twelve the youngest member, Juliet
Graves, Louise Hunt, Sarah Hum phrey, and the th ree Metcalf sis ters,
Matilda, Evalina, and Caroline. This cot erie quickly became friends,
s tu dying and drawing together , and wnt ing to on e another when Anna
left school early in th e spring. Their Inendslups connnued unt il J ~~o

when ~lary beca me engaged and th e remammg row lost us mainsta y;
th e frien dsh ip betwee n Anna and Mary lasted through the ir mar ned

lives.
Fuller ma y have asked th ese gills to lo in her because she alr eady had

visions of education by conversat ion. imagining herself something of
an " tmpnwisau ice." in the manner of DcSt ael. although her serious
pursuit of this reaching method would nut occur for another year. Sens­
ing that dialogue created a more dvnarruc relationship between her self
and her stude n ts than that offered m the tradruonal teacher- student re­
lanonsh ip. sh e wrote a brie f but cons um mate descnpnon of the row to

her brother , Arthur, a ske tc h that enumerated qualities she would re­
quire of her female scho lars first at th e G reene Str eet School and then
m her Boston conversations: "They are . . . as lively as birds, affection ­
ate , gentle, ambitious 10 good works and knowledge . They encourage
one another constantly to do right . they are riva ls but never icalous of
one another. /I '

Seeking to encourage ambition in young women , Fuller openly set
aside th e quality most m demand, a subtle and per sistent reticence. In­
stead, she asked for candor and sell -awareness, traits disparaged by par ­
ent s and teachers under colonial and Puritanical rule and st ill present
III rural Rhod e Island . These traits wer e advocated by Full er because
she was developing a concept of female citizenship that included cha r­
acteristics of independence and detachment which marked her own de­
parture from the fold . Deviating from the customs of he r sex, she
wished to make the row alert and capable as scholars . At a deeper level ,
she was after th e creanon of a disposition that had seldom been associ­
ated with New England women: "General activit y of mind, accuracy m
process, constant looking for princrples, and a search alter the good and
the beau tifu l. are the habits I smvc to develop. . .. Young persons can
be best guided by addressing their hi~est nature."

The Greeks of an cient Athens, whose plulosophcra ' love of the sim­
ple within the complex had encompassed both Platonic and Ansto-

, .' b rjWrel Fulle r to Arthur Buckmmv
U: I Fuller . Feb 111 . 1 1"\ ' . Fu ller .' I.m u·
'lnl' t~ , Ho e ghtun l lhr.H)', Ha rvard
U mvcrvttv, Cambrrdgc, \h~~,

~ Ab out Fulle r's avcr snm IU rotc learn­
inK an d lIS phllu"'l'hKal "lUKC lie" In '

ducnve thmkmg .I ' pracnced In the late
eigh teen th cemurv bv lohn l oo.: ke l, .' l ar\'·
War e Allen wro te - "O ne ct rhe cla" a-ked
Ii we wen: 10 !':el our !c~'>On~ bv hc;rn­
.\tl'~ Fuller uuJ she never ..nshed us IU
Rei our le~!>OIl~ h\' heart lor nothmg
could bee furthe r nom Rellln" II bv
hcan- s-n was oncoer onlv "Cil lO " II h)'
bod~' -No, she ....anted us 10 gel our le~

~ons by mmd- to " IVC OUi mmdv and
su uls W the ....or k." Allen, G ree ne " trn' t
Schuul lcurnal Ill , Dec, 10, I!:! , 7. In the
posscsvron of l eon ard ware loh nson.
Amesb urv MJ "s Fuller. noted Allen , rc­
qu ued Ihal "lessons required IhoURhl J~
well a~ sllldy and conversauon a- well a~

fe (lIatlOn .
H IbJd IJn 'i. I".'



" An n Frances Blown. Crecne Sneer
Schoollournal. Oc r I( II'q ll, lohn Hav LI­
bran.. Brown UmWI'l1Y, Providence. R.I.

MARGAR E.T FU LLE.R '" ROW

telian valu es wit hin a single teachin g genera tion, mtlucnced Fuller and
her relation shi p wi th her students. Such diversity and range were eVI­

dent In her teach ing ; she imparted acade mic know ledge and social in­
sigh ts to he r stude nts withou t worrying about her "proper" sta nce as
ed ucator. Also sensing Hiram Fuller 's less mtumvc and Idealistic em­
phasis at the Greene Street School. she no doubt recognized that he
preferred good manners and congenial behavior to Grecian cenamnes.
Havi ng taught first at Alcott 's school and then at Fulle r's, she had dis­
cove red something lacking with each headmaster. Philosophically Al­
cott appeared woolly and abstract ; m contrast Hiram Fuller seemed a
merchant of education, markcung cu rrent forms without paving heed
to their mt nnsic sigmficance . Dcparung lrom them, Fuller now dehb­
crated he r growth in comparison with the fashion-plate virtue and sub­
rnissivencss demanded by the age, see king lustoncal counterparts rn
Aspasias, Sapphcs. and Drotimas of an earlier epoch.

Hers were singular thoughts, unconvcnnonal m orrgm and construc ­
tion. Cut adrift from adhe renc e to ngrd dimensions of formal lectures
and recita ti ons, Fuller departed Irorn classical standards and fami lia r
classroom procedures . In he r classes. a sense of Informality was en­
hanced by ideas that demanded her students to begin thinking for
the mselves. T heir responses were also to be unorthodox, lor they
quic kly ca me to realize that Marga ret Full er was different , that her
me thod and meaning alike Well' op posed to quiescen ce. that she de­
manded more th an stock -in-trade replies. No doubt they only subcon­
sciously reali zed a di fference between a collegia l re lationship and the
more co mmon associati on th at was based on au tho rita rian princi ples.
Yet her stu dents were to discover tha t their teachers were in no way
alike, and that whereas Nias and Aborn represented conve ntion, Fulle r
symbolized reform. Ce n amlv they had reason ttl beli eve that she pos­
sessed genius, a cont rast to the talent of their othe r ins tr uc tors . Stri v­
ing for a little of Fuller 's high human standa rd, they became awa re that
th ey had far to go to obtai n her statu re. The atmosphere was charged
with currents of inte llec tua l cama raderie that was littl e understood in
th e rem ot e comm uni ty. The rcsulu ng rclanonslup was not really as
isolated as the y th en thought , for a great wave of fresh th ough t was
mov ing towa rd New Englan d from more sophisticated European cul­
tures, and to whic h Fuller was receptive.

In working with eac h of thei r inst ruc tors . the row met representa­
tives of the range of figures in that era. Their hea dmas te r was youthful ,
handsom e, and intellige nt - in a word , Byronic -it forerunner of Ro­
mant icism wh o was idolized by most of the row, and whose academic
interests were accented by cou rtly ma nners and a personal des ire to see
his fema le st ude nts happy in their model school. Ann Frances Brown 's
react ion typified ni ne teenth-century innocence and impressionable
awe, for she found him able to discnrrunate "from the folds 10 a note
whether it was from a lady or not .:" She worned about whether the
headmaster approved of her attire, although 10 meetings with Margaret
Fuller she had been told that it was inward character that mattered , and
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that concern lor the psyche and spirit were higher pur suits than those
of the matcna l self Giving the ma tter second thoughts, she had come
to the POint of mamrammg that "bett er than bemg graceful a.. Mr. F.
would have us be first , I would have us be natural.": Thus did Marga ret
Fuller's pondenngs reach her youngest pupil. Similarly, Anna Ga ll' de­
scribed the headmaster as preoccupied with enqueue and polish. m­
tent on quiet In the rooms and in being on time to school . Whispering.
"com municat ion" of any kind, and tardiness were "mexcusahle fault s."
Sympathizing ....-uh his wishes, she docilely copied the motto of the
school Into her Journal Order Is Heaven 's First Law. The ,>chool\
maxim was also society's. and the headmaster represented part of a
club that directed Anna 's growth, a set of masculme rulers that already
Included her father and brother. Margaret Fuller 's "first law," that of
female self-reliance, would mtertere with this hierarchy.

In contrast , the row 's most meteoric member, Juliet Craves. rcn­
dcred a belle 's dcscnpnon of Hiram Fuller, concentrating on his ap ­
pea rance and lus unpcdagogical na ture . She overlooked anything schol ­
arly about him and conrurcd a dasbmg knight who rescued damsels
like Mary Ware Allen lrom danger, even those wi rhm the strict '>1."

cun tv 01 the school: " I looked at Mary and then I tu rned my eyes to·

ward Mr. Pul ler. The re was a most curious express ion on his countc­
nance and it seemed as If he was endeavoring to keep lit l smooth."
Evalina Metcalf viewed him as "not qu ite so bashful this term," and
like lult et she sensed a link betwee n he r friend Mary and the headmas­
ter . In he r view, he was pleased because "Mary is here, for you know
she is one of his favorites . But you know we have always thought him
alm ost perfect and we must not impute parti alit y to him for he loves
us all when we do our duty." These portraits reveal a nineteen th­
cent ury hero , a ste rn yet appealing figure who both roused devot ion to
th e school's inte res ts and excited girlish imaginations beyond rhe con­
fines of schola rship: "I can not look up but what his piercing, search ing,
shi ning, bright roguis h, sm iling lust rous dark eye is upon me. You
know he has th at faculty of looking everywhe re at th e same nmc!"!"
Margaret Fuller wou ld have a way of look ing through hi m as well ,

The comments on Hiram Full er indicate that th e row eniovcd a
scholarly and also a fanci ful relationsh ip with him , although much of
th e latter was confined to school journa ls and to letter!'>, as well as to
exchanges in the social hall . T hese were part and parc el of the age 's
ins istence on chngtng female!'> and indomitable males, kep t one-dimen­
siona l in book!'> and in life. While the girls respo nded to him with
warmth and support , the you ng me n at school baited him, knowing
that at the Greene Street School spmtual pun ishm ent cons isted of os­
tracism and not beatings, and tha t Fuller w ou ld not resort to un­
gentle manly actions. Removing the old-fashio ned rod from lus classes,
he saw prob lems of discipline become unmanageable over the mo nths,
no doubt confirming its critics' no tions that the school lacked deport­
ment and that a moral education included physical chasuscmeru. Ann
France!'> Brown wrote that on several occasions Fuller was provoked un-
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mercifully and that in conse quence, morn ing prayers were being dis­
cont inued: "Prayers seem a mockery, when the maiorit y by their ac­
tions and looks forb id anyth ing of the kind. The boys play ed all th e
time Mr. Fuller was reading. He did not speak to them and I suppose it
would not do an y good.''' 1

An apparent lack of form was a Haw in th e school's arm or, lead ing to

a disregard of authority by errant students whose lives before spiritual
educat ion had been guided by inst ructio n, recitat ion, an d browbeating.
Perhaps in th e end, Margaret Fuller 's assessment of the Rhode Island
headmaster was correc t, for she th ought hi m too much a gent leman
disciplinar ian . In fact he was not th e proverbia l scowl ing tyrant wh o
too oft en drilled fact s into un will ing heads, for his inte rest was in AI­
cotti an tenet s in add ition to a personal com mit me nt to humane educa­
tional en ds. Th ese were juxtaposed to what he kne w of Providen ce and
its resistan ce to progressive th inking. Yet It was this conce rn tha t had
led him to hi re Margaret Fuller in th e first place, and to emb race J. no­
tion of equal education for both sexes, Sadly, while the you ng women
responded to his arms , the less mature males abused a rare cha llenge,
seeming to invite the end of their short-lived independence . Cautio ned
by Margaret Fuller that they might leave the room If they could not
contro l th em sel ves, these boys could no t be as easily dismissed from
schoo l. It was a situ ation tha t has been replayed many times since .

Georgianna Ntas taugh t art an d represented all tha t was soft , grace­
ful , and femin ine in New England. She was admired by the row for her
beaut y and an exotic past , and she was the antithesis to Marga ret
Full er , who was said to have acidly remarked after a conve rsation with
he r that she m ight ha ve once been worth educati ng. Anna Gale de­
scribed Nias to her bro the r, Frederick, shortly before he was to visit the
sch ool, in the obvious interest of making a match between the demu re
English woman and Anna's adm ired older sibling: "She IS a most lovely
woman, she has th e most perfect mann ers, no one more gracefu l ever
existed . She is an English lady ; she has lived in Prancc-c-Mamed a
wort hl ess man, she has thr ee small child ren which she has to sup port
by her own exertions. " II Anna 's reaction replicated the age 's mststence
on ch arm and wha t Margaret Fuller called an emphasis on "wome n
with swanlike necks, " by which she mea nt the typical langu ishing
siren of th e era . Mary Ware Allen despaired that th eir "dear Mrs. Nia s"
was often confi ned at hom e with a sic kly infant who was "taken with
convulsive fit s." But whi le she worri ed for her teacher, who was an
idea l mother figure, Mar y also added that part of her distress was based
on he r admiration of great beaut y. Mixings its metaphors, th e row felt a
certain sympathy for Nia s while also wishing her to marry an eligible
bachelor, one who promised security and com placency inst ead of the
single life . The death of her child led to sober reflections by the row,
assuaged by the headmaster, who to ld the subdued girls that th e infant
was "happier in heaven than it wou ld be here ." I,' Thus Georgianna
Nias became the symbol of domesticity and anticipated married life in
a way that Margaret Fuller could not .
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The last member of the school's staff, Frances Aborn , received per­
functory attention trom the row, since she was in cha rge of you nger
ch ild ren and because she taught mathematics, which no one parucu ­
larlv cared about. Anna Gale no ted that she was "not remarkably ha nd­
some," which de tracted even more hom her already limited potent ial.
Plain loo ks and umnsprred lessons caused Ann Frances Brown to re­
mark that she "never could and never shall love mathemaucs."! ' Oi
course It was not expected that girls were to consider the subrcct ..en­
ously, since it wa... pan of the male domain and not relevant to the h tc
of most women. Even S0, Abom was sensitive to her lack of influence
and med un occasion to reassure the young ladles m her class that
"every mathernaucran was a deep thinker and a good reasoner," and
that "everyone had some mtlucnce ." The sentiment had significance
but the teacher lacked Fuller's imagmatron and verve . The row tole r­
ated Aborn . It adored Margaret Puller.

Curiously Fuller .....'as neither graceful in Ceorgianna Nias 's ..ott way,
nor umrueresung as they found Frances Aborn and countless other
teachers m their trauung. Fuller was by tu rns bn lhant . scholarly, and
emotional. The row talked and wro te a great deal about her, both as
educator and then as mentor, emil', and even friend. As the keenest
judge of her character, Mary Ware Allen early observed her teacher 's
facu lty lor maki ng them awa re of their "deficiencies." She had wnuen
to he r pa rents alte r her arrival In Providence that it was "worth a tour ­
ney to [Prov idcncelrusr to hea r .\liss Fuller ta lk," I~ bu t she had added
tha t she would "not for a grea t deal offend her in any way, for she IS

very sat irical , and I should think might be very severe."! ' Fear, awe,
and love ch aracterized Fulle r's rela tions with each of the row, alt hough
intimidation gave way to dcrcrmina ucn when each student began th e
hard work she required. Th us th eir teach er could "cut th em into bits,"
which was "pleasa nt whe n she dues it in a lump, but woe to the one
whom she cu ts by hl' rsel f." '· Co rning to grips with Fuller 's eloque nce,
hones ty, and sarcas m, Mary Ware Allen was lured int o unt ried ways
th at were ne w to mvrruction. Each aside int rigued the you ng girl, who
occasiona lly became dow ncast and perplexed by what she heard in
class "O ur lesson refer red to the great doc tri ne of aton emen t , MISS

Full er stated the two different views wh ich were tak en of It , sayi ng she
did not wish to mtluencc us in favour, or against eithe r, or hu rt any­
one 's fcehngs." :" Mary 's Unita rian background had prepared he r for a
cc mrru tmem to huma n works and hardships of this world as prepare­
n on lor a grea ter life beyond. With most of her gene ration she beli eved
that Jesus was div ine , the son of Cod , a morta l an d imrnonalligh r for
humanity. She maintained that man 's uni ty with Jesus was .1 srgn of
div ine guidance. Howeve r, Fuller and other New England intellectuals
were verging on a dis turbing interpretation of old doc trine, qucsnoru ng
the godhke nature of Jesus as Christ and redefining the msnturional
necessity ot the Church Itself, These concerns were pan 01a religious
reappraisal that ..ct the stage for pre-existential thought, which in due
cou rse wrestled with the Inundations of belief. As a scholar first and a
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woman next, Fuller was reading Kant, Frchte, Schelling, and Goe the in
Provid ence, carrying imtial reaction s into her classes . No dou bt most
of her students found her observations unse tt ling at best and unor­
thodox at least. Fuller was in the throes of unce rtaint y, for in question­
ing God 's supremacy she opened a Pandora's box of ot her values and
commitments limiting the age. Speaking various ly of slavery, aton e­
ment, urbanization , and tradi tion, she Joined these with a common
thread of skept icism that becam e the start of her own intellectual re­
bellion throughout the next decade. This posture was virtually un ­
heard of in academ e, giving her feelings of anxi ety and unce rtaint y that
she could hard ly keep hidden from her student s.

Among the students in the row, Juliet Graves was perhaps the most
dram atically affected by Fuller's talks, wh ich were forerunners of the
Boston conversations. When Fuller left the Greene Street School at the
close of 1838, Juliet would also go, because the schoo l seemed only as
good as the meetings with her teacher. He letters to Anna Gale of th is
period frequ ently refer to her discovery of "something which she knew
not Miss Fuller possessed before,"Mindrcanng an emot ional involve ­
ment that was part of the age's sense of siste rhood and a personal rc­
sponse to Fuller 's stressful demands. luhet was a youthfu l version of
the nin ete enth-century heroine, a girl whose thought s and glance were
restrained but who yearned for greater freedom . Unable to vent ure far
from the limitation s of an insufficient educa tion and a static chi ld­
hood , she found her senti me nts agitated by Fuller 's pursuit of mean mg.
It was somet hing of an ordeal for both teacher and pupil.

With simila r int ensit y, Loui se Hunt confessed that she "adored Miss
Fuller," writing th at she would "miss her nearly as mu ch out of schoo l
as in/ ' ll striving to achieve a lit tle of her teache r's keen wnnng and
conversational appeal. For the row, the associa tion was unique, culmi­
nating on the last day of her stay at the Greene Street School with Ann
Frances Brown's poignant journal entry in which she described Fuller
as having "talked to us so affectionately and feelingly that few could
restrain their tea rs. I never loved her so much as I-did then, and do
now." ll Apart from her academic abilit y, Fuller had produ ced tears .
avowal s, and confession s of adoration, a series of ardent, spm t ual
friendships. Th e girls' journals cap tur ed some of Fuller 's largely over­
looked warmth, for she was nor at heart a remot e blues tocking but
a close associate with Wit, vulnerability, and above all, sensinvny
Through her teaching. the row gamed a greate r unde rstanding of the
range of feeling possible within the fem ale, not th rough Fuller 's kno wl­
edge of books, whi ch was profound, but through dail y interchange and
contact. Thi s recognit ion was no doubt the cssenna l ingredieru of her
class room , an eleme nt tOO often lacking in education.

Fuller's classroom was open and collegial, and her pupils ' relation­
ships with her were close-knit. Early in Anna Gale's journal she re­
flecte d on the joy of being in Providen ce, among friends , finding sat is­
fact ion not in a search afte r "honors, distincti ons, wealth or pleasure ,"
but in getti ng to know herself: "These alone do not, cannot yield any
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real, pure, substantial happiness. It depends most ly upon ou rselves , to
make any condition, any situation, happy. " ~l Experiences of this kind
were the outcome of an education that combined classical content
with fresh perceptions of self-worth. Fuller was Intent on her own
growth and willing to discuss trivial and incomplete thoughts with her
pupils; thus she was able to develop a relationship between academic
subject matter and self-awareness. As a result, her students were to
sense a hnle of her dissatisfaction With the confines of American life
for women, not only In Providence but from within . Fuller 's desire to
expand was imparted to Anna, who wrote: "I know it is foolish to de­
spair because I cannot be or do what I wish , but that will not prevent
me from thinking myself out of place here, and occasionally withhold­
ing myself at home ." l4

For better or worse , Fuller 's influence had led to spontaneous re­
appraisals of the: ngrd limits of the "woman' s sphere." Good teaching
did not reinforce old customs but diverged into untried avenues that
lacked easy returns to well-defined social routes. Fuller documented
her own Inner struggle. She kept a journal during the winter of 18';8,
noting a growmg frustration w rth the life she now wished to disca rd,
namely the daily routine of lim iting classes and extremes of self-con­
trol. It was du ring this period that she wrote James Freeman Clarke
asking for teaching posts in Cincinnati , havmg decided to leave Prov­
idence. It was also then that her work on Eckerman 's tra nslation of
Conversations wuh Goerhe was com pleted.

The end of the Greene Street School experiment began the term be­
fore Fuller's depa rture, and was recorded in a series of letters to Anna
Gale. These revealed a love of the schoo l, tendern ess towa rd each of
the staff members, and close inte rest in one another. Juliet Graves and
Sarah Humphrey both found that the approach of the end of schoo l was
a real izati on that adu lt life had actually just begun. "Unti l today," Juliet
wrote to Ann a, "I have not realized I was so soon to leave, but today I
have realized the truth-realized that I have left that happy place to

return to it no more as a scho lar. .. . Yet I have so long connected thi s
schoo l with ali i have done, and said, and thought , that it seems to me
almost as if I am parting from my house." " Sarah paint ed a bleak pic­
tur e of sadness when she wrote to Ann a about the school's clos ing:
"There were bu t few today at school, and these looked sad. The sun
was obscured by clouds, and nature seems to mou rn. But why need I
te ll you of the last day,-you have been there, and know bow gloomy it
is." l6

The notes con tain the usual nmeteenth-centu rv embroidery on the
sim plest of feeli ngs, expressions of Howery remorse that also cha rac­
terize the growing sentimentality in women's pulp lite rature written
du ring that time. But in another light, such candor can be cons trued 3S

a healthy release of sentiments expressing new realms of Individuality.
These feelings had been curtailed during the rational, reason-centered
eighteenth century. Int rospection, born early in the age and now per­
rmss rble. was not to be buried again. The pervasive sense of sorori ty
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an d uni ty fost ered in schools hkc that In Rhode Island was pan of a
grea te r movem ent towa rd self-rel iance and cducanonal pragmatism. At
this point in he r deve lopment , Margare t Fuller contended with the idea
in limited ter m s, asking her students to contemplate the na ture of

woman 's histon cal place within a lar,gcly academic context. Actions in

response to this "study" were delayed or a.....oidcd. bu t the concept itself
affected then lives .

As fore runners of women 's studies groups. Fuller and he r pupils ini ­

t iated a form of personal learning, in which they contrasted them­
selves with other contemporary female poets, w ntcrs. and educators .
Fuller used the wnnngs of Mana Edgeworth and Catherine Sedgewick.
the criticism and travel comment ary of Harriet Martineau, and the
classic Cor inne by DeStael as exam ples of woman 's wisdom and per­
ception. Dealing WIth women a", spokesmen. she led her students with
energy and determination , often carrvmg them further along int el lec­
tu al pat hs that were new to them: " I still have an Ignorant head and a
bad heart to improve and if I ca nnot [figuran vely] see those on our little
row, I will fix my eyes steadily on my book and tr y to drown every
other thought in the intensity of my study_"r There was no safety 10

num bers for Full er 's students, no ret uge In srmng along the same row.
Each student dealt individually with Fuller.

As the term progressed and drew to a close, the girl s began then fare­
wells an d to make plans for reunions In Providence and No rthboro.
Their journals reflect an Increasing awa reness at the sho rt-lived an d
tranquil classroom atmosphere each had known and th at was now giv­
ing way to an unk nown futu re. In a letter to An na Ca lc, Louise Hunt
conveyed her un settl ed feeli ngs abo ut wha t lay ahead: "Mary is draw­
ing and it is time I began , th ough I wou ld feign stay ... but when I loo k
up and sec your place, Ito bel filled hy another, th e hard realit y rush es
upon me and th e vision vanishcs ." j· Sensing th e end of thei r solida rity
as a group, th e girls wrot e of che rishe d moments together . But with th e
unexpect ed death of Mary Ware All en 's youthful aunt the already frag­
ile climate at th e beleaguered school cha nged. Th e", were to be sepa­
rated not only from one anot her bu t from the safety of girlhood.

Familiar wit h illness, sickness, and dea th , girls in the ninet eenth
century were accustomed to harsh conditions of survival. Trained to
attend sick mem bers of the community, to carl' for infa nts and the
aging alike , th e girls beca me more aware of alterna tives th at migh t ex­
ist for th em th rough education . No t denying the rea lities faced by their
sex, Margaret Fuller provided her students with an intellec tual choice,
offering th em th e challenge of respond ing to thei r pote ntial as thinkers
and doers. Draw ing upon Transcendental tene ts of individuahty she
tau ght them that sclt-ccnsciousncss was a manifestation of soul , and
that virt ue and wisdom relied neither on church nor ceremony. Fulle r
maintained a vie w of Man as part of nature, and Nature as a fragment of
a vas t, unknown universe. For her , faith and education were necessary
ing redients in one 's awa reness of the human condition . Neither could
be rigid or doc trinaire ; both were in tuitive and avoided pedagogy. The

l
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GREENE-STREET SCHOOL.

T H ERE will be a vacation in the Greene-Street School, corn­
mencing August 10th .

The Fall Term will begin on Monday, the 10lh of September
Applicltlions for admission should be made lome time eevioul to
I he ccmmenceme nt -c-and if pcesible, Immediately. I erects are
requested to It: ive at 1e8It four weeks notice, when 8Cholan are 10
he remov ed from the eehcol, Ihat their eeets may not be reserved
from ethers . Ifeuch information be not given, it will in most eases ,
be just to ebarge tuition for another quarter.

Studies in th e Hieher Department; \Varland·. 30lural Science,
Jlenebal', Treatise on Philotophy, Whale e,'t Rbetoric, Hiltory,
Arilhmetic, Geography , Grammar and Composition-c-alec, Latin
and French . The laner ill taught by Aln. NUl, who bavinllived
..eve rcl ye ars in France, i. perfectly competent to teach her pupils
nol on ly to translate the lancuage , but alec to pronounce anti
peak it correc tly . Leseone tire given ill !oIulic, Dancing, Draw.

ing and .l"eedle.work, to those whose parents desire it . Tuition
from 10 to $15 per quarter. Arusic extra. '

Tuition in rbe Prim." School, from $3 to 5, Children are re­
ceived from 4; to il yean of age, The School il open at all hours'0vi,itou, ParenLl a ,e p.rticularly invited to call and lee how
their cbildrep are situated and employed,

H . FliLLl.R, PaU'ClrAL.
N. B. A few r ounl ladies cen be accommodated with 1000

Rooms and Board , in D fam ily with one of the Teecbere, near the
School. • Proridence , AKg. 7.

subrecuvc nature of Fuller's "chu rch" relied on human hi:-tory, lucre­
turc, philosophy, and the real izat ion ot an earthly heaven . Dogmatic
faith , like archa ic classroom conventions, lacked meaning and made
inquiry impossible. In Fulle r 's quest , the very mean in g of a rel igiou s
educauon wasat Issue .

By early I1\W, Ma rgare t Full er and most of the row ha d kit the
G reene St ree t Schoo l. Louise H unt wrote that she had q uit "partly on
account of the dist ance and partly because of MISS Fullcr," '" hut she
conn nuc d he r French lesson s with Ccorgianna Ntas, who conti nued to

teach priva te pupils after the doors of the schoo l had closed. In the
spring, LOUIse and luhc t C raves had visited the school, and 1Il alarm
had written thai they found the "beloved place" In deep t rouble. the ir
defeated headmas ter preparing to qui t the count ry, and thei r mends
gon e : "[Since ] Mi ss Fulle r is no longer th ere, many of the scholars have
left, ....11. Full er of la te has been much tro ubled by the boys. The numbe r
of scholars is dmumshed and a new school has lat ely been opened nut
far from therl'," '" The closing of the school was not the end of a rcna is­
sance m New England. however, which affected the k ind 01education
to be given to vounx women henceforth . Similarly, relationsh ips li ke
those experienced b)' the row were to become more typica l of those ex­
penenced by th e next generations.

AI the start of 11'1 -40, ,"" ary Ware Allen visited Providence. whe re she
wrote Anna Gale that she had seen the school azam. "beholding the
abode ut learning wither we once were accustomed to turn our st eps
eac h dav." " She had not cone mside, for the sch ool was no longer opcr-
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ated by Hiram Full er ; yet im press ions remaine d. Perhaps following 10

Fuller's footst eps , seve ral m embers of th e row tau ght for a while rather

than marryin g. L OUl :'>C Hunt lived with Ma ry' s parents in Northboro for
a nme. where she assist ed at a parsonage schoo l that J...t arv's parents
had es tablished throu gh th e Unitarian chu rch.'l Louise 's stormy feel ­
ings , firs t held for Margaret Fuller, wer e showered on Ma rv and her fi­
ance. In due co urse, Sarah Humphrey wrot e th at she had see n th en
tempestuous fnend. who "seemed to cnioy tcac hmg very m uch and
was m uch ha ppie r than J. year 3";0 ," " It would seem, based on the cxpc­

n en ces of th e gnls 10 the row. that the trend among educated young
women was moving to ward a ca reer m the classroom ins tead oi the
olde r s tatu s of motherhood and confinement in the nursery. One of
the key rewards for havmg received an educauon was in becoming J.

tea cher. Here th e question of em ulau on arose and Margaret Fuller 's
hard-won choice beca me clear. In due course , ho wever, marriages were
clearly on th e hor izon.•\1ar y confided th at she had become engaged.
and hoped her tn end, Anna , wou ld appro\'C of her choice and "sym ­
pathize" in her feclmgs: "I know th at man y ..... 111 be su rprised and some
perhaps will di sapprove hu t for myself I feel perfec t trust and confi­
dence in him wh o is to share with me the JOys and sor rows of hie.... I
feel ha ppy, ver y happy. bu t ..cnou..tv "0. It IS not such happiness as I
ever felt bdore.'''·

Most members of th e row acq ui red hu..hands , ch ild ren, an d du ties
unrelat ed to their studies at the Greene Street Schoo l. O ne or t wo ,
however, deviated from th is pattern . Loui se Hunt wrote that she "tru ly
rejoi ced to hear of Mary's engagement," hut th ere remained in th e tone
of th e letter some what of a desperate attem pt at cama raderie that was

no longer possibl e : "As Mary has seen fit to w ithd raw from ou r littl e
circle wh er e 'freedom ' is th e wat chword .. .....e will be ' the Maiden
trio,' and devoting ourselves to eac h othe r, d ist ain th e attractions of
any knight errant wh o prcsumcs to approa ch us. Ha! ha ! It will he capi ­
tal1" '" Similarly, th e C rcc nc Strcet School it self changed. Sarah lacob s
replaced Fuller as instructor and wu hm th e "arne year decid ed to man­
age the venture. With good intent ion s but more convent ional re~pUI1SC S

than her predecessor. she subst itu ted the old- fashioned "dame school"
method for Full er 's dvnarr uc form of educ anon. But th e concer t of
experime nt al schooli ng was es rab hs he d and a gcnc rario n of young
.....omen had been educa ted m th e Full er manner . Her e one would find.
as Mary Ware Allen d id, "a great deal 01 mt clhgcncc among the young
ladi es, who do not live ttl d ress and vrsu . and ~(J SSlr and get married.
They arc stud ious to improve themsel ves, to do good . to live ior th eir
higher nature." '" Her w ords reflect an awa rene ss In which reticen ce
and cha rm wer e no lon ger th e only educat ion al alms. Unde rstandi ngs

like th is were st ill rare In I S.,to, precisely because most you ng women
.....ere reared to "dress. visi t , Itossir and marr y." In cont ras t, the Greene
Street School and one 01 It S unique teachers had asserted that you ng
women should thmk. read, and engage tbcmscl ve.. beyond ordinary ex'
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pcctauons 01 the day. The peri shable quality of the school, It!'> tenuous
position in a rather quiescent era lust begmmng to feci the ..urge of
thought from across the Atlantic, dod its tolerance for mdrvrduahtv
were rare annbutes. These were duplicated and re-created throughout
the next decades, permanently mtluencmg women 's education.

Through 11'1 , 0 , when ,\ 1argarct Fuller died In a shrp..vreck off Fire Is­
land on her return to Am eri ca. most t raining for young women con­
nnued to be based on a repeuuon of skills and tid y measures of content
parceled out to docile rows 01 listene rs. But In preparation fur a cha l­
lengmg call , a handfu l 01 schools hkc the one In Providence picked up
where the Greene Street School had left off, and other teachers wi th
Fulle r's energy and insight taught from a perspective that nolonger in­
sis ted on harrie rs between pupil s and ed ucato rs. In this se tti ng, progres­
sive values were fost ered and wom an 's education ad van ced. Fuller's
philosophy of mstrucnon insisted th at th e desi re to know sho uld be
the goal of all education : this view was to outlive her century.

1
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Alfred E. Smith's

Rhode Island Revolution:

The Elect ion of 1928

John K. Whi le

.\ fJJJ owne r~ had turned on then steam for candida te
Hoove r. had kepr every whis tle m full toot as long as he
~\?a.~ m beanng. Nc wiwhen Smith visited Rhode island]
th e mill hand_~ Jeft then tnecewcrk. ran to th e mndows
and vei led. torcing num erou s m ills to shut do wn from fi ve

rmn utes to an hOUT_ I

(AI Providence tai lor named Salvatore Pastore rented a
store and en tbus sasttcottv started an A l Smith for
Preu dem club. His oldes t s tepson. Lucio. became the
club 's ,secretary. but another stepson. fohn . would haw n o

part of the venture. Susdvmg Jaw or night fohn wa.s
uncertain whether he wanted to be a Republican or a

Dem ocrat. '

These vignett es tell much of the sto ry of the 192!:l election In Rhode
Island. Never has a president ial contest had a more dramati c im pact
upon the state 's politi cs. And, yet , the foundation of Alfred E. Smi th 's
"Rhode Island Rcvolu uon" was not in a series of campaign -related
event s but rather in an cthnocultural upheaval that had been brewing
fur over eigh ty yea rs.

A scan of th e 1',l2 1'1 Rhode Island election results highlights thei r s i~ ­

mficance. Fur th e first tim e since rc ra-c-when Theodore Roosevelt's
thi rd-par ty cand idacy split the Republican vote -Rhode Island sided
with th e Democrats. Until 19 2 8 , the sta te had been a bedrock of Re­
publican strength . as "solid" for them as the Old Confederacy was for
the Democrats. indeed, that year marked only the second nme smcc
th e estab lishme nt 01 the Republican pany m 18).J that Rhode Island
voted for th e Dcrnocran c pres idential nominee.

Althou gh Smith carried th e state by a slender margm of ) I to.J9 per­
cent , the ret urns pomr to a hrghly polarized electorate-a diVISIOn
based upon religious and ethnocultural differences [sec Table l]. For ex­
ampl e, wh ile Sm ith carried Providence with a hefty ,,8 percent of th e
vote , his percentages in the city 's heavily Catholic and lewish distric ts
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TABLE I Percentage of Democrat ic Presidential Vote, Selected Areas of
Providence, 19 16 - 19 32 ·

Area 19 16 1910 19 14 ... 1 9 1~ 19,2

Irish " " ,H " "italian 44 " " 79 70

Yankee II 1\ " 44 l'
lewi sh 6) 49 ,6 " "Providen ce \ , J' ,6

" ea
Statewide 47 H '0 5I

"
Derived from : PW"o'Jden{'(' luurnal Almande, 11117 -I '!:n,
"Drsmcrs selected lush, Eight h Rcprcsentauve DIstrict

Italian, Four teen th Representati ve DIstric t
Yankee, Second Represent ati ve Drsmcr
lcwssh. Twenty -third ncprcscrnanvc Drvtnct

~~ Percentages rep resent the combmed Democranc and Progressive 'lute.

were even high er . In one Irish district , he won 7 1 percent ; in an Italian
district , 79 percent , in a Jewish district , 68 percent - gains over the
1924 returns of 1,,27, ami 12 percentage points, respecti vely.

While Smith did well in predominantly Catholic and Jewi sh areas, he
fared poorly in Prot estam areas. For example, in a Yankee district in
Providen ce, Sm ith received only 42 percent of th e vote. In other Yankee
areas, his showing was much wors e: combined electi on tota ls in towns

of 3, SOO people or fewer show that he received only 2 I percent of the
vote . Fear of the growing imm igrant populace appear ed to be para­
moum to voters in these rur al Yankee enclaves , That fear is exem pli­

fied in th e difference in the election results between a largely wh ite
Anglo -Saxon Prot estant neighborhood in Providence and th e rural
Yankee towns. Such divergence in voting patterns wa s relatively new
and was not repeated in subsequent elections. In 1l) 16 Woodrow wil ­
son 's rura l vote actually exceede d, in percentage terms, hi s vot e in the
Yankee area of Providence . In 192 0, a ma jor variance in th e Democrati c
pres idential vote emerged ; the gap persisted in 1'.)24 and widen ed in
1928, but closed signi ficantly in 19,2 (fig. I).

Rural -urba n disparities appear to be a result of the opposing Prot es­
tant and Catholic ethnocu ltural pulls .' An imosities between th e Pro­
vidence Irish and establi shed Yankee Protestants were perva sive. Incre ­

mcms of Central, East ern , and Southern Europeans inte nsified th e
feelings . Eventually, th e Irish, wi th th e help of th e new er immigrants,
were attaining electoral majoriti es in the capital. In 1864, the cit y elec­
ted its first Irish mayor- int crestingly enough, a Republi can . By 19 28,

Providence had elected six Irish ma yors, who, all told , had held office

for fort y-three year s (in 192 8, James Dunne had served only one year of
his twelve-year tenure):

Unlike their brethren in the small towns, Providence 's whit e Prote s­
tants accepted th e presence of the immigrants as a fact of life ; politi­
cally, they themsel ves were part of a permanent minority and they

-
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fiGURE I Perce nt 01De mocra ti c l'resrdcrmal Vote, Second Rcrrc~cntatlve

Deaner In Prov idence an d Rhode bland : Towns 01 \,00 Popu lauon or L6s,
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• r'l:rc entJlo\c~ represent the cnmbmcd Dem ocranc and l' roRrcsSlvc vorv

knew it. Thus, it IS not surpnsmg that In 1918 they cas t a proportion­

atelv higher percentage of the Democratic vote than did the ir rural
count erpart s. The salienc e of th e ethnocultural co nfl ict that domi­
nated the COOleSt bet ween Smith and Hoover was dimini shed some­
what In 19 31 . Rural Prot estants probably did not feel a... thr eatened by
th e candidacy of old-stcck-Amcncan Franklin D. Roosevelt as they had
felt by the candidacy of Alfred E. Smith in 192 8 .

Among the several exp lanations of Smith 's remarkable victory in
Rhode Island offered hy hrstonans and polit ical scientists IS that his
gains over H,l20 and I92~ were unde rst andable, given the weakness of
the TWO Democratic predecessors, lam es M. Cox and John W, Davis.' Of
the top ten presidenri allandshdcs In this centu ry, rcao and 1l,l 2 ~ rank
first and second. respectively, In term s of the winn er 's percentage mar­

gin over the loser." Fur the r, In 191~ Rober t LaFollett e's third-part y can­
didacy lured some Democrats away from the national ticket , and Re­
publican strength in Rhode Island was enhanced by Calvin Coo lidge' s
status as a fellow ew Englander. In the absence 01 such short-term
factors , th e Democratic ticket could expect to do better at the polls in
11,11 8 than It had In 1920 and Il,I2~. But what is smkmg is the enormous
gam 01the Democracy. Smith 's outperforming of Wilson hy \ Ii percent
til an Italian district til Providence indicates that som ething other than
a more credible candidate than Cox or DaVIS was at work.

Some have argued that the worsening economic plight of many
Catholic Americans accounted for much of Smith 's gam s. Before the
Great Depress ion certain industries III Rhode Island began tn flash
wa rn ing signals . Many texulc firms were faced With hquidanon whcn
seve ral mill-owners moved th eir ente rprises to the South. Rhode Is­
land 's commissioner of labor reponed III I \,l2 8 that "the texti le indus-
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try was in very unsatisfactory condmon, attended by curt ailme nt of
employees and the number of working hours per week .": 1 au onallv
unemployment stood at four million persons . Most nf th ose looking for
work were relative newcomers to the Uni ted Stat es who had been on
the payrolls of the textile, iewe lry, apparel , and other "immigrant"
indust ries .

Rhod e Isla nd Democ rats seize d upon the unfavorable econom ic
trend s as mate rial for the 1911'\ platiorm: "We denounce the hypoc riti ­
cal atti tude of the Republican party in tryin~ to make the peop le of
Rhode Island feci that the re is unbounded prosperity when so many of
them are without emplovme m.:" Senator Millard Tydings of .\ 13ry­
land , a Smith surrogate, ridiculed Republican cla im s of prospemv at a
Rhode Island Democratic rally:

I suppose your textile mills are runmng day and night . No doubt
your woolen mills have so many orders already that they can run
for the remainder of the year at a huge profit Without rakmg an­
other order. Your silk mills, no doubt, arc sending orders to btg in­
dustrial plan ts to help take care of the vast quantity of business .LO

Undoubtedly, economic co nce rns were a factor in the voti ng III (921'\ .
But an economic voting hypo thesis does not full y explain wh y the
Democrats would not then have made even larger gains in 1932, th ree
years into the Great Depression, when nationwide unemployment had
increased sixfold over what It had been in 1928." In one Irish district in
Providence, for example, the 1912 Democratic vote was only Ii percent
more than In 1918; in a Yankee dismcr. 2 percent. Despit e the parl ous
times, the Democrats in 1911 Simply failed to register the expected
gains in Rhode Island.

To focus solely on the candidates and on economic conditions as an
explana tio n of the 1928 results is to overlook a massive transformat ion
in Rhode Island 's erhnocultura l makeu p-a shift unprecedented in the
sta te's history and unequalled sin ce. Beginning in the 1M40S, Rhode Is­
land experienced its first ma ssive influx of imrrugranes, most of thcm
from Ireland. Their exodus was a flight hom economic and SOCia l drs­
tress. In the wake of the failu res of the potato crop , famine and disease
were rife in Ireland." The troubles of the peasants were compounded
when landlords found It finan cially and politically profitable to turn
out tenant s; from 1849 to 18, 1 the re were approximately 1(,0,000 evic­
tions that displaced some one million people, a process that continued
unt il t870.13 Hope for a better life lay in crossing the Arlannc, from
1841 to 1850, over three-quarte rs of a million em igrated to the United
States, bringing with them memories of their ha rd lot in farmi ng. Vi r­
tually penniless, most remain ed in thei r pen of en try and took what ­
ever jobs th ey cou ld find. In the nex t seve ral decades hu ndreds of thou­
sands settled in the eas tern cities.

Rhode Island was a "front-line" state for the new waves of immi·
grants . In 1850, there were 16,000 foreign-born Irish In the sta te; in
1890, just under 39,000 ." By 1875, 28 percent of the populace had been
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born in another country, principally Ireland ," but the alte red et hnic
composition was not unifo rmly distributed. The 1865 Rhode Island
census showed a 22) percent inc rease in the foreign-born residents of
Providence since 18.H . ' ~ According to the census figures , if children
with foreign parentage were counted as aliens, H percent of the city's
people would be classified as foreign horn ; in Nort h Provide nce , It

would be even higher, 'if! percent. " The impact of this social transfor­
mation was profound, and was compressed int o a relati vely shan time.
In the twent y-five-year period , from 18 , 0 to 187' , the number of for­
eign -born residents in Providence had tnpled, and the city population
itself had doubled ." The ethnic homoge nei ty of the state was gone.

Just as the Irish immigration cres ted in 1890, a new wave of Imm i­
grants from Central, East ern, and Southern Europe hit Rhode Island.
The forces behind the iernsomng of these peop les by thei r homelands
were unproductive soil and overpopu lation. In mos t of Europe exten­
sive acreage was required to support one family, and by 1900 much of
the Continent was economically dep ressed, wit h Southern Italy part ic­
ularly hard hit . The choice was between emi gration and st arvatio n,
whi ch dict ated that many Italians and othe r natio nals leave their
birthplaces.

Overpopulation also prompted many Europeans to sea rch for a better
hfe . Simply stated, they were pushmg themselves off the land . For ex­
ample, m Italy at th e tu rn of the centu ry, the average popula tion den­
sity was approximately 300 persons per square m ile. Th e excess nu m­
ber of births over deaths was some BO,Ooo per year, a figure equal to

th e popula uon of one province." Dmumshed socia l sta tus . precanous
livelihood s, and fecundity precipitated decisions to try the New World :
from 1890 to 1930 more than 'S million people lett Cent ral, Eastern ,
and Southe rn Europe, a num ber roughly equal to the number who had
come to th e Untt ed States from a11 countries between 1820 and 18yo .1O

In 1890, th ere were 500 foreign-born Italians living in Rhode Island ;
by 19 JO, ,\ 2, 'i00 res ided in the state-an increase of ove r 1200 per­
cent." Providence was the home of 19,000 of these Iorergn-bo rn it al­
ians, and many, like Salvatore Pastore, lived 10 the Federal Hi ll sec­
non." The shift from Irish to Italian migration is reflected in th e
origins of foreign-born whit es living in Provid ence. In 1890 , .p percent
of th e city 's aliens were of Irish descent ; only -l percent were Italian. By
19\0, these figures were reversed : JO perce nt were Italian; 12 percent ,
Irish."

The transformat ion of the Republican bai liwic k of Rhode Island
from a homogeneou s Prot est ant enclave to a Cat holic polyglot was so
complete that one could speak of th e "conquest " of Rhode Island by
th e immigrants." This conques t expla ins mu ch of Smith's gains. By
1928 th e newer Catholic arrivals had "come of age" poli tically. Al­
though some had been in Rhode Island since t 890, as a group many
needed tim e to learn English, to acquai nt them selves with the political
process, to establish part y loyalti es, and to perceive the desi rabrluv of
voung. By 19 28 , th ey were ready to mak e their debut-an event that
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was reflected in the substantially larger voter turnouts in th e ethnic
dismcrs." One Italian district in Providence, for exam ple, recorded a
J2 percent increase in voter turnout ." By contrast, a Yankee distri ct
registered only a 2 percent gain." Overall , th ere was an I I percent in ­
crease in voter turnout in Providence, th e Democratic nominee being
the prime beneficiary."

Certainly, Smith 's ethnic origins contribut ed to the sizeable voter
turnout . During his long career he personified the east ern, "wet," ur­
ban , and Catholic ele ments of the Democracy. He was born on New
York Cit y's East Side, the son of an Irish immigrant . A Roman Catholic
and former fish market worker, he ran for governor of New York five
times, losing only once, in the Republican landslid e of 1920. In 1924,

he sought the Democratic presidential nomination despite the vehe ­
ment opposition of th e southern and western wings of the party. His
nomination in 1928 was more than a personal triumph; it signified ac­
ceptance at last of th e group of which he was a member. The New Re­
public said "for th e first time a representat ive of the unpedigreed , for­
eign-born, cit y-bred, many-tongued recent arri vals on the American
scene has knocked on th e door and aspired seriously to the presid ency
seat in the national council cham ber." 29

Coupled with Smi th's immigrant heritage was conside rable agree­
ment among Rhode Island Democrats and their ethnic supporters on
three important "vot ing issues" ; immigration and electoral discrimina­
tion, Prohibition, and economic concerns,

Republicans in Congress, led by Massachusetts Senator Henry Cabot
Lodge, spurred passage of several restrict ive immigration laws-a
move many immigrants opposed. In 192 I , Congress limited ent ry of all
nationalities to a yearly quota not to exceed] percent of thos e foreign ­
born persons already living in th e Un ited States, as established by the
191 0 census. An even more restrictive mea sur e was adopted in 1924:

an annual quota of 2 percent, based upon th e number of foreign- born
persons living in th e United States in 1890, as det ermined by that cen­
sus." The intent of the legislation was clear: to stop th e flow of immi­
grants . The limitations angered many Roman Catho lics in Rhode Is­
land . The Providence Visitor, official newspaper of the Dioc ese of
Providence, decried the "fangs" in the new law as "a sop to labor , balm
to the prejudiced, and the first practical measure proclaiming an ascen­
dancy of the Anglo-Saxon race. It

_
lI

Within Rhod e Island, Republicans often antagonized Catholics by
their blatant attempts to put th e voting franchise off limits to the
largely Catholic new comers. Th e Rhode Island Cons titu tion of 1842

gave the franchise to "every ma le native citizen" who paid at least one
dollar in taxes per year." The Bourn Amendment of 1888, approved by
the Republican -controlled General Assembly, rem oved the voter quali­
fication for "native" mal es and excluded non propert y owners from vot­
ing in elections for city councils." According to Duane Lockard, th e
amendment was "a shrewd move from the point of view of the tight
little oligarchy that led the Republican party. In loca l politi cs the Dem-
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ocrats might win mayoralty elections but the city councils remained
in Republican hands." '" Murray and Susan Stedman est imated that
" nearly sixty percent of those wh o could vote for ma yor lin Prov iden ce]
were disqualified m councilmanic elections." " Between [1\96 and
1906. Stedman an d Stedman es t imate , the avera ge vote for mayor was
10 ,.0 ~ , bu t only 8, [6} in council elections . Ie Thus, although immi­
grants could vot e for the ma yor, it was the councilman who ofte n ruled
and di spensed patronage .

In 1918, a constitutional amendment passed by the Republican­
dominated Rhode Island General Assembly ended the property qualifi­
cation for voting in city council elections. The Republicans prevented
immigrant participation in some town meetings and referenda, how ­
ever, by continuing th e property qualifi cat ion as a condit ion for vot ing
"upon an y proposition to impose a tax or for the expenditure of mone y
in any town, as di stinguished from a clty,'''-

Such Republican ma chinations angered many Catholic migrants and
were not qui ckly forgotten . ludge Frank E. Fitzsimmons, chairman of
the 1928 Democratic state convention, warned Rhode Island Republi­
cans that

minorities, whether natural by the actuality oi numbers o r arnfl­
cial through th e arbitrary appli cation of oppress ive laws . , . are
certain to consi der with even more alert interest and clearer men­

tal sight political problems and th e effect of th eir solunon for good
or ill on the body soci al. The free man or woman con scious of a
grievance thinks, and if the grievance is serious enough he or she
longs for a remedy."
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Other matters strengthened Catholic-Protestant animosities. In
1928, Prohibition became a major national issue in the presidential
campaign; Hoover termed it "noble in motive, " '~ whi le Smith firmly
opposed it. Rhode Island Republicans sided with their presidential can ­
didate : "We pledge ourselves to the support of the Federal Constitution
including the Eighteenth Amendment and to the faithful and impartial
execution of the laws by which they arc made effective.""" Rhode Is­
land Democrats, on the other hand, took a "s tate's rights " view, cog­
nizant of how Catholics would vote on it." The issue was prominent
during Smith 's visit to Providence . One Catholic bystander carried a
placard : "Rem em ber November 6-BEER!"""

Economic concerns reinforced the immigrant comm itme nt to the
Democracy. Rhode Islan d Dem ocrat s cons istently favored economic
proposal s designed to improve the lut of their "have-not" Catholic
consti tuents.

During an appearance in Boston, Sm ith der ided the Republican claims
of prosperity by linking the average paycheck of mill work ers to Repub­
lican claims that Americans were moving into th e "silk-stoc king
class": "No w iust draw upon your imagination for a moment and see if
you can picture a man at S17.50 a week going out to a chicken dinner
with his silk socks cn.""

After watching the 1928 presidential campaign, political scientists
Roy Peel and Thomas Donnelly claimed that th e politi cal rhetoric of
Smith and Hoover had littl e effect ; what counte d was whether one
"felt" with one of the candidates." In Rhode Island, th e com binati on of
eighty years of migration to the stale , "voting issue" agreement , and
Smith 's immigrant past produced an explosion of favorable feeling for
him and his party. So many of th e rank and file wanted to go to the
Democratic national convention that it was decided to give each dele ­
gate a half-vote, th ereby doubling th e size of the contingent. The com­
position of th e del egati on was primarily Catholic, with nam es like
Quinn, Dunne, Dcl'asquale. O'Neill, Donahue, and Archambault re­
sponding to the roll calls . The state 's delegation to tbf Repu blican na­
tional convent ion, on the other hand, was overwhelmi ngly Protestant ;
the Metcalfs , th e Vanderbilts, th e Sharpes, an d th e Hazards were
dominant.

The Smith visit to Providence in October produced an even greater
outburst of "feeling" for the Democracy. As the Boston Globe put it,
"no such triumphant procession was ever witnessed in th e minds of
close political observers of the situation in Littl e Rhod y,""; According
to th e Providence lcumol, it was pandemonium:

Firc engines screeched, band instruments blared, torpedoes tossed
by youngsters exploded, tickertape floated in a sinuous maze from
the windows of tall buildings, automobile horns blasted, shrill
whistles and locomotives screamed, confetti and shredded new s­
papers descended in blinding drifts, and an airplane marked with
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words of welcom e swoo ped an aerial salute as the governor's pro­
cession passed slow ly along."

Th e Providence tcumal also noted a revealing mcidcm: Providence
police tri ed to remove a nag displa y, claiming that a city ordinance per­
mitted use of flags only on national holidays. Mayor Dunne interven ed .
He contended that the Sm ith Visit was of national sign ificance, and or­
dered the na gs repl aced."

Mayor Dunne 's ascnbmg nation al signi ficance to Smi th 's visit to

Rhode Islan d ma y ha ve been somewha t shak y, but the erhnocultu ral
tide that had bee n gathe ring long before 1928 hit with full force in that
year. The ethnocultural forces changed th e face of Rhode Island pol i­
tics-a transformat ion that still echoes in th e state's politica l cor­
riders." To be sure, th ere hav e been other dramati c presidential elcc­
nons in Rhode bland history, Fur nne , Theodore H. White describes the
tumultuous visi t of Lyndon Johnson to Providen ce in IlJ64, when "one
could see in the stree ts of hi s route more people than th e cens us gave
for the ent ire populat ion of the cny.'''~ But no subseque nt elect ion has

had such a long-lasting effect as the 1925 conte st .
Twenty years after the Smi th- Hoover bat tle , Rhode island returns

cont inued to m irro r the 1928 results. In one Italian dis tr ict in Provo

idence , Truman pu lled only 4 percent more of the Democrat ic vote
than Smi th did in 1918; in a Yankee dis tric t , Truman lost 7 percent ; In

a Jewish district, a Truman gain of 8 percent ; in an Irish district. a 4
perc ent loss [see Table II).""

Cont inuity- no t change-has characterized th e state 's politics in
the post -Smith era . The result has been an unprecedented string of
Democratic presidential vict or ies . Only three times in the thirteen
elections since 1928 has Rhode Island turned ItS back on the Demo­
cratic nominee." lAnd in three instances-c-rceo, 1964, 1968- Rhode

~ f> . Prondence toamal, Oc t 1f>. 1~1 "

~ ? IbJd
~H Otbcr s who JjI;rl."l; WIth t hu, a"t:~'"

me nt are Burnham, CHural ElectJOnI.
r l ~ ; V O . Key, lr., "A Theory nt Cnucal
Elect rons." tou m a l of fuli/in, XVll
II \ISSI, I ; lames L. Sundquis t. Dv narmcs
of the Party Systtm AlIgnment and Re·
ahgnmem of Po/mea/ Parnes In the
United Slares IWashmgwn. D.C., 1111 ) [,

'"
~ II Th eodore H While. The .\lukJnx 0'

!he Preudem. 196.: (Ne..' York. Ill"' '.

3"
sc. Combined Truman and Wallace

VOle.
~ I . In 190 and a~m m 1956. Ihe

"ta le "IJeJ With Eisenho wer In a re la­
nvely d ose ,onte"r m 1971. Rhode laland
voted 101 RIC hard Nixon OH r Ccor gc
McGovern McGovern ra n k s as the th ird
weake st Dc m ocra uc presidential CJ IH.!t·
dat e m thrs Cent ury. lu~ t below Cox and
DaV IS.

•



~1 Dcspue t he Reagan lands!...Ie,
Rhode leland ranked srxth In (he nauon
Itxc1uJ In,l; the nl~trIe( III Columbral In " '
~Upptlrt tor hmmy Carter In 191'0

ALFR E Il E. 'i M IT H '\ REVOLUT ION

Island led th e nation m th e percentage of th e vote given to the Dem o­
cratic president ial candidate. I" By takmg issue posit ions that delivered

the Catholics into the Democ rat's hands, the Republicans seem to have
been possessed by an unwillingness to face facts. It was not until dec­
ades later that the Rhode Island Republican par ty tr ied to expand its
base, but It was too late. The pany has cont ributed, in pan, to ItS mi­
nanty Status .

A M f T H O DOl O G IC A l NOH

The use of General Assembly House drsmcrs IS w arranred because ward
return s for the 1916 to 19\1 penod arc nee available. According to Roland A.
Dumont, secretary ot the Providence Board 01 Canvassers and Rcgrcrranon .
the r92M records 01 w ard results w ere damaged by sea .....ater during Humcanc
Carol III 19S3i they became moldy and .....ere ordered destroyed by the super­
mtendem of health In 11J 'i'i . The cnly returns no ..... available arc those pub­
lished III the Providence loum al Almanac for House distncrs

A rcdrawmg oi the General Assemhly Hou se distncr h nes m Providence In

1930 and 1938 comphcarcd the .In.llysls . T he only change pernnenr to the
inq urrv, how ever, was the nurung oj the Erghth Du tncr w uh parts oi rhe
Seventh and Ninth LJIStrlcts; th e Second, Fourteenth. and Tw cnrv-rhrrd
Drsmcrs rcmamed largely mtact . In eac h oi these mstanccs elect ion data
we re galhereu to fit the patterns deli nea ted hy the older house JI~U!ct Imes
Another rcdrsm cnne III I IJ V1 leit the afurcmcrmoned d rsmc rs essentially
the same .

Th e eth ruc cc mpostnon oi the House drsrncrs was foun d by detcrtrumng
m which wards the dlstnets were situated and hy corn pan ng th em with
ethmc rty patterns in the federal census 01 1I}20. In mstan ccs where It was
difficult to determine th e crbr ucnv of .I ,l(1\"(,,0 dist rict, ferme r Providence Ci ty
hi storian loscph Chrostowski was of inv aluable ass istance.



From the Collections:

An Ordinary Chair

Robert P. Emlen

Alth ough the high-style furnitu re m ade in late erghtccmh- and early

r un ct ccmh-ccn turv Rho de Islan d has bee n we ll doc umented ove r the
years, com paratively li ttl e is kno wn about it s less elegant cou nterparts,

the kmd used by th e grea t matont v of Rhode Islanders. Not only is the
more com m on work overshadowed by the brilliance of New port cabi­
nctma ktng at Its zen n h. but at the same time, docu me nted examples of
vernacular Rhode Island fu rn it ure arc surpris ingly few. It is with grea t

satisfaction . therefore, that the Rhode Island HIStorical SOCIety has lo­
cated, Identified, and added to the museum collecnon a most ordina ry
side chair bearing the ongmal paper label of Thomas :'lot . Parker. Provi­
dence chairmaker.

Pollowmg his father 's death In U~2M, Thomas Maxwell Parker gath­
ered his Widowed mothe r and nine siblings from the family farm in
Rindge, New Ham pslure. and brough t them with him to Providence,I

where , at the age o f twenty-five, he set up business pamunx chai rs in a
shop at the corner of westminster and Snow stree ts .' For the nex t four
years Thomas Parker m ade, paint ed , and so ld chairs in a se ries of shops
In that neighborhood .' Several furni ture shops and wa re roo ms wer e lo­
cated within the same few blocks, and Parker appears to ha ve been one
of man y young crafts me n whose employment migrat ed around th e di s­
tr ict every year or two.

Jn 1832, eighte en-year-old Ira Parker joined th e busin ess, gildin g and
pamt in g the chai rs hi s olde r brother built. They se tt led down together
in a new shop at the co rner of w estminst er and Greene streets. ' whe re,
accord ing to the address on its label, the Society's cha ir was m ade.

The sty lized scroll o n the bac k of the cres t and th e cha ir 's ou t ward­
tlan ng front legs are characteris t ics of wha t nineteenth -ceru urv Ameri­
cans refe rred to as the "Grecian" style of furn iture . Adapted from the
kl rsmos chairs pictured on ancient G reek vases, the style had been pop­
ular in Rhode Island for thirty years when Thomas Parker produced
th is chair. In this simplified version, ornament was reduced to a mini­
mu m : a few turned rings on the hack pos ts have been substit u ted for
expensive decorative carving and a woven cane seat used in place of
mor e lu xu rious uphols te ry. In fac t , with its su rface painted to rese mble
th e elegant grain of rosewood, Thomas Parker 's s ide cha ir has as much
in com mon with th e km d of inexpens ive and popular fu rn iture pro ­
duc ed by Lambert Hit ch cock and hi s cont em poraries in the second

Mr. Emler, l~ the ,l "(~l ,l tc CUTJ IOl o t lh e
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\ . Providence Dzrecrorv (Providence,
R.I., 18481.

6. For Nutnngs com ments on a Parker
chair see Wallace Nutting, Furnnure
Treasury [N ew York, 19 B I. 4\ 0 .

7. Fur mf ormauon on furniture makers
working In Rhode Island during th e etgh ­
teenth and carl y nineteenth cer nun es sec
Wendel! D. Garrett, "The Newport Cabs­
netmakers: A Co rrected Checkhse," The
M agazine ANTIQUES, LXXlIJ 119<; 8 1,
<; \ 8-\ 61, Garret t, " Providence Cabmc t­
makers, Chan-makers, Uph olsterers, and
Allied Craft sm en. 17S6- r8.3!l ," The M ag­
azme ANTIQUES, XC 11966), S! 4-<; 19,
joseph K. On, "Recent Discovcnes
Among Rhode Island Cabmetmakcrs and
Their Work," Rhod e Islan d Hrstcty ,
XXVIII il9691, 3-1 ) ; On, "More Notes un
Rhode Island Cabinetm akers and Their
Work ," R.I . HJ5t. , XXVIIl lr9691, 49- <;1 ,
On, "S trll Mor e Notes on Rhode laland
Cabinet makers and Allied Craftsm en,"
R.1. HJ5 I. , XXVIII! 1969), t r r - III i Ott,
"Lessee-known Rhod e Island Cabmet­
makers: the Carhles. Holmes Weaver,
Judson Blake , the Rawsons. and Thomas
Davenport," The M agaZine ANTlQUB,

CXXI (r9811, rrs6 -11 6] .

Side chair made by Thomas M.
Parker (180] - 1884), Providence,
Rhode Island, 18J2 - ca. 1846, in
the collections of the Rhode
Island Historical Society.
Photograph by Helga Photo
Studio. Courtesy of The
Magazine ANTIQUES.

AN OIl.DINARY C H A I R

quarter of the nineteenth century as it does with the stylish Greek Re­
vival furniture that served as its model.

In addition [0 identifying chairs of his own manufacture, the label
Thomas Parker pasted inside their from seat rails advertised: "O ld
Chairs repaired, painted, and regilt ." One cou ld surmise from this that
the business of making chairs was not flourishing for Thomas Parker,
and that he and Ira had to mend their customers ' old furniture in order
to augment their income.

Ultimately, Thomas Parker's chair-making business was not particu­
larly successful : sometime in the mid-r Saos Ira left Providence, and
Thomas abandoned the trade to become a grocer. ' Few traces of his
workmanship survive to bear witness to his craft . In 19B, Wallace
Nutting, the furniture historian, mentioned having seen a chair labeled
by Thomas Parker-probably of this type , or a close variant, for a set
of labeled Parker chairs with a stylized urn splat have also come to

light-but this is the first time Parker 's work has been documented
and published.'

Chairs of this kind from the shops of numerous furn it ure craftsmen
were probab ly used to furnish many a Rhode Island home.' Considered
at the time to be unrema rkable in style or workmanship, they escaped
special note, doing yeoman service and then passing from sight . The
discovery of such commonplace objects as Thomas Parke r's Grecian
chair leaves us better informed in our attempt to learn more about the
everyday lives of average Rhode Islanders.

o 0 0=,"00 .



Book Reviews

Good Wives: Image and Realu v In the tsves of Women In No rt hern
Ne w England 1 6 ~ o - I HO. By LA UREL THATCHER ULRICI'! . (N e w York :

Alfred A. Knopf , 19K2 . xviu + 296 pp. Maps, Illustrations, not es, bibli o­
graphic CSS;ly, and Index . $17.50 .1

Good wives IS a well wntt en . mtor m auve book about women in

northern Ne w Englan d betwee n 1650 3lllI 17 'iO. Ther e arc very few ac­
co un ts wh ich ex plore rh e pe n m eters of women 's life at that time, and

It I'" uu eresnng that the two latest studies come to opposite conclu­
sions . In Good Wi\'e~ , Laurel Ulrich suggests that th e needs of early
N ew Engla nd socie ty encou raged women to co nt ri bute to the ceo­

nomic well being of the co m m un ity m ore than we previou sl y assumed .

Yet Lyle Koeh ler 's pro vocative book, A Search for Power: The Weak er
Sex in Seventeen th Cen tu ry Ne w England (19801indicated th at the re­
press ive atmosph ere of Pur itanism molded the New England female
characte r and prevent ed wom en hom participating In soc iety J.S tull y
as th ey might have. But even though Ulrich and Koehler arc discus sing
wom en in roughly Similar circumstances, it IS probably the geograpluc
differences within those boundaries that lead the au thors In drffcrcm
hi storical dire ctions. In a word, Puritan society in Boston was very dif­
ferent from Puritan soc iety in the sma ll towns and countryside of
northern New Hampshire.

Ulri ch's study is an excellent int roduc tio n to, and ove rview of, daily
life in colonial Ame rica. Her resea rch shows massive effort, and she
has blended li terary and quantita tive material in a way rh at makes in­
te resting readi ng wit hou t the distractio n of too many numbers in the
text . Her work on women held captive am ong th e Indians is particu­
larly not eworthy, and some of her insights are qu ite revealing, as when
she asserts that th e question of how much respo ns ibi lity a woma n had
in the co lonial period is as importa nt a consideration as her economic
opportunity.

It is not difficult to agree with Ulrich that wome n's contr ibution to

colonial Amenca was mo re pervasive-and crucial-than has been
generally acknowledged. Yet the author docs not take mto cons ide ra­
tion the paradoxes and mcon srstencies inherent in seventeenth- and
eightee nth-century socie ty, and she leaves several unanswered ques­
ti ons. For example, although many, probab ly most, wom en married in
the seventeenth cent ury, it is not accurate to say that "almost all fe­
males who reached the age of maturity rnarned" Ip.61. It is even less
true of th e e igh tee nt h cent ury when a distorted sex ratio In the older
New England seacoast towns prevented many eligible women from
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marrying. The whole em phasis of the book is on ma rried women, and
we are left wonde ring about those other women who were bro ught up
in a soc iety which crea ted expectations of marriage, but who were un­

able to marry because of the demographic imbalance.
A similar historical con tradiction appears at the beginning of Part I

whe re Ulrich pr int s a sec tion of the Bible from Proverbs } I . The author
te lls us that the Pur itans ca lled this passage "Bathsheba," and it is pre­
sented as the colonial ideal of the virtuous wife. Yet a careful examina­
tion of the lines suggests that what was an acceptab le activity for a bib­
lical wife was not necessarily acceptable in New England-despite the
Puritan devotion to the Bible. In other words , although the virtuous
woman in Prove rbs cou ld buy a field and plant a vineyard, the Puritan
woman, by common law and cus tom, could not . Not only did the bibli ­
cal woman make linen, but she sold it. Did this transaction require the
approva l of her husba nd, as it did in Puritan New England ? And if the
Bible indicated that this same virtuous wo man "openeth he r mo uth
wi th wisdom," Puritan society was less certain that the femal e tongue
tr ansmi tted anything worth hear ing. It would have added to the rich ­
ness of the analysis if Ulrich had addressed these conflicts.

Tables I and l also raise questions which Ulrich might have consid­
ere d. The number of spi nning wheels listed in household inventories is
surprisi ngly low throughout the period. At least half the households
show an abse nce of a wheel. Docs this mean there were no women in
these households ? If the re were , did they learn to spin? Where were
their clothes made? Did they buy or barter for fabri c? If, like Magda len
Wear, some women offered "to spin for a day " in other people 's house ­
holds {p.j a .l , did they take their chi ldre n with them or was some other
arra ngeme nt made whereby the father , perhaps, might care for them ?

Ulri ch 's book is a fine addi tion to the stu dy of women in colon ia l
New Englan d. Its on ly drawback is that it does not come to grips with
some of the knottier questions the researc h evokes. Of course, in the
end th at may not be a drawback at all, since historians are obligated to

raise ques tions as well as answe r them.

Fordham University ELA INE F. CRAN E

Adiustment to Empire: The New England Colonies. 167'i-I715. By
RI CHARD R. JOH N SO N . (New Brunswick, N .J.: Rutgers Un iversity Press ,

1981. xx + 470 pp. Map, bib liography, and index . SWooo· l

Empire is back, or, at least, political and insti tutiona l stu dies of th e

early Briti sh empire are back . The course of imperia l history has not
been smooth, nor has it always been popular. Once the in te llect ua l and
socia l hist ori ans got ho ld of Ne w England, they kep t a death-like grip
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on it, and those not convince d that Puritanism and town stud ies were
the only way to interpret histor ical development no rth and east of New
Yor k laid low, or seemed to . But they and their scholarly descenda nt s
arc up and at it again , and lus tonans ' int erest s in colonial policy and
the co lonists' role in it, or along side It , are undergoing a m inor revival.
ThiS IS a good sign because they bring to it a varie ty of approaches not
as well appreciated 10 the days of G. L. Beer and C. M. Andrews. Mer­
cantilism has taken a beanng lately in recent studies which may annoy
some of us who usually found It a useful handle to explain the heart of
colomaI pohcy. But mer cantilism, we are leammg. is only one of sev­
eral concepts .....-hich historians have utilized in explammg policy and
the course of events in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries .

Richard R. lohnson has wnnen a rich full stud)' of the cou rse of po­

lineal and rmpcnal events in New England between the Resto ration
and J 7J 5. He has not chosen one side of the Atlantic to emphasize at
the expense of the other as a main theme but has skillfully related irn­
penal policy, mtemauonal conflict, colonia l needs, desi res, and inter­
es ts mto a well -knit who le. What IS new is apparent in the title . Th iS IS

no Whig history abou t how colonists laid th e bases in the seventeenth
cent ury for bigger and better things in the eigh tee nth. T his is a book
about how New England cclorues and colonists got along with the
Mother Country, and accord ing to Johnso n, they got along bette r than
we had thought. Not only did they tend to adjust to the way things
were going , In their own way they had some effect upo n th e direc tion
of them-that the cou rse of events was not mere reac tio n to policy, un­
even as it was, but a work ing out of problem s. Cert ainly Massachusett s
was stubborn on occasion, but surprisingly Johnson shows us that th e
English government was often sensi tive to this stubborn ness .

There is no doubt that revocat ion of th e Massachusetts charte r in
11184 was a shock, and the Dominion of New England an even greater
one, except maybe for th ose who "adius ted." But after th e rehellion s­
who se causes, lohn son believes, were of less importance than th eir
long-term significance-and after the disillusionment of th e early
1690S (Witchc raft and all ), th e new charte r prefaced event ua lly an evo­
lut ion in politics tha t was positive rather than destructi ve. It empha­
sized stronger tics wit h London through able agent s and a conti nuity in
governors which lent stab ility: Joseph Dudley in Massach usett s, Sam ­
uel Cranston in Rhode Island , and Gurdon Saltonstall of Connec t icut.
More favorab le ci rcumstances helped to produce a resurgence of con fi­
dence whic h was felt In court sys tems , in defense, and in general pro­
fessionahzanon of government, touch ing taxation and finance , the usc
patronage, and executive power. Along with these new, mo re positive
condi tions came what Johnson calls "pragmatic adapuon " and "cre­
ati ve syn thesis " 10 New England's Imperial rclan on shrp.

The burden of this study is chie fly Massachusetts, although other
members of the New England family have thei r moment s, among them
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Rhode Island 's occasiona l anarch y and resistance to ou tside rs. Th is is a
long book; Johnson sets a slow unhur ried pace wh ile tellin g a ll. T here
is a tr emend ou s amount of detai l, muc h {If it from ma nusc ript sources,
but th e sche me IS well organized. If thi s work epitomizes a revival of
interest in im perial h is tory, let us hope ot he r hooks arc as solid and as
good .

,
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AtRIGHA,
historyis
alive andwell
In 1976, the cen tu ry-old Moshassuck Squa re Arcad e was a
dl'('ayin~ bit of neglected history. Then the Rhode Island
Grou p Healt h Association, the stilte's first "health memte­
nilnee organization," decided to com mission Stcffian­
Bradley Associa tes to completely restore the building into a
first-class healt h center. The e ns uing million dollar pnuoct
won iI na tional Jl'~i!tO award and helped RlGH A become
one o f the lilrf;e~t heal th mai n tenance orgamzanons in ~~w
Englan d . Today. this former mill houses a corn prchcnslvc
array of modern mcdicaltechnologv. used by a sta ffo i mo w
than 40 ph ysicia ns a nd hundreds of health care practition­
e rs. RlGHA, wit h -lS,(UJ nu-mbers. is proud to bea part of
Rhode Island's hbtury!

§§RIGHA
wit h centers in Prov idence I \\',u w ick I Plainvilfe, ~fa~s .
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Introducing
100Westminster Street

A new place to ha nk-and a ne w wa~' to hank­
that ca n help successfu l people tak e control of th eir

fina ncial affairs.

100 Westminster S treet i... a place where ...uccc...... tu l
people can find virtually e\'ery financial -c rvicc thev need ,
delivered by a talented group of financial prof t-......ional... .

Ir\, a place whe re teller... and long line, haw been
ban i...bed , a place where you dea l with your own Cticnt
S(" -;icc 0J!ia'r-an individual who-,c joh i... to be -en...nivc
to your personal need... and prefere nce ... - in ;J quiet,
com for tab le. unhurried atrno....phcre.

;\ lo... t of all, 100 Westminster Street i-, a place
where we 've created a new """ay to bank-a completely
integrated nnancialmechanism de...igncd to help
succes ...fu l peop le rake control of the ir financia l atfa irv.

' I() fi nd out how 100 \\"c~tminstcr Street can
help you, please call F. Gregory Ahern at 40 1 - ~ 7X-()()t)t).

1100 . \\cstminster Street Ii
~__s...

~Itmbn ED.! C.
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