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Figure 1-
Thl" fir,~t wfltlen ,~I,!!C «()/I~tilUti"n"ffe"',j
to Rhode hlaud'" voters W'J,~ rcrcctcd nr th£'
trcemcn in Odo/>n 182.4 /'r <l marXIIl of 2 ro
I fJ.2()(, 10 /.<,bXj, It, I/lll.~t ~Jgmflfllll/

rdorm- fl'''PI'' Ir I i, '/lnWIl 1~gwm'd SlIpp"U

rrom tne growinX IOlV1l~ in In,' nnnheestcm
quadrant of rnl.' stotc mill ol'Position inim
r/l,' ,ralie owl ilcclmmg ccmmunuics III tht'
,oWn <JIll) w,~_~t_ i'rovrdcncc approved In"
re/l1l1vdr cOIl~cn'alJ\'e document hr <11'>,';.1­

10-21> margin. Newport resected it h- the
lop.~Jded tallv of 531 to 5, RillS CollcC!w/l
!RUJ X3 (,7(W).

PROPOSED CONSTITUTI9~ _
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No Tempest in a Teapot :
The Dorr Rebellion in National Perspective

~ n S July 1,'1.41, frustrated members ot the fifteen-month-uld Rhode Island

I.\dISuffrage Association irrevocably embraced the doctrine 01 popular consutu­
cru sovcrctgnrv in a mass mceung held ,H the Dexter Training Grounds in
Providence. This theory held that "the people" III then primary capacity couhl
call a cnnvtiturionul convention and draft a new basic law without the authonza­
tion of the existing govcmmcrn if that government was unresponsive to the
urgent need fur political and consnmuonal rdorm . The association W;IS dnven to

embrace this radical concept hccausc those Rhode Islanders in power, regardless

oi party uffiliarinn, bad resolutely resisted or deflected constitutional reform for
nearly a quarter century,

Since LHlR, when Connecticut drafted ,I wnttcn constitu tion, Rhode Island had

hccn the only state to he governed hy a royal charter, since 1K~(), when Virginia
relented, Rhode Island had been the only state to impose-a general real estate
requncrncnt for VOlin,!; and otfrccholding. The st.nc's basic [,IW , the colonial
ch arter oIIM,,{, was unumend.rhle, and it conuhned no scpor.mon ot powers, no
hill nf rights, and nn provision for rcapporuoning scats in the legislature. Under
this archaic document the General Asscmhlv was supreme. and that body W,\S
dominated hy conservative, landholding white males who saw no need to share
their power with those less Iavorablv situated .

A reform effort that began In IHI7 , during a period of nauunn l cnnsumnunal
ferment , culminated in tht: call of Rhode Island's first consnrunonal convention
ill IH24, hut even the conscrvauvc document drafted by that convcnrion-c-whosc
delegates were chosen according 10 the S,\111l' apportionment scheme as the
lcaislature-c-was rejected hy the stare's freemen. In LH34 , after tivc years of

reform agitation, the legislature authorized another, srrrularly composed constiru­
tional convention, hut this second gathering adjourned witRout producing a final

draft for voter approval. and the reform movement, led hy Providence attorney
Thomas Wilson Dorr, evaporated during the economic depression 01 1H37.

The hectic " Log Cahill and Hard Cider" presidential campaign of 1840, which

appealed to the simple values of the C0111mon man, resurrected the reform GIUSC

and precipitated the rise of the radical Rhode Island Suffrage Association With
the previous litany of tru suanon s In rrund, many advocates of sufftugc extension
became convinced that only revolutionary measures would achieve their dcvin-d
reforms. Emulating the novel political techniques used with such success hv
"Tippecanoe and Tyler 100"-parades, mass meetings, to rchlight processions-c.

the association launched a vigorous and spirited campaign to eliminate Rhode
Island's governmenta l abuses.

Like the movcmcnt o! the IK30s, this militant suffrage movement was at least

technically nonpartisan . It differed hom ItS predecessor, however, III several
respects: its membership WdS drawn cvcrwhclrrunglv from the ranks llf the
Democratic partYi its rank and file was composed mainly of nnnfrccholdcrx, it
advocated unrvcrsal manftood suffrage and denounced real and personal property
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FREE SUFFRAGE.
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qcahficanons for votin ,ii on pohtiLll thut no t tin.mcI,llI qUl'sti\Jns; and It .....a-,
willing to ut ilize l'Xtr;lle~'11 rncrhod-, to achrc ve reform hy l.l-:nor ing or rnnnudm ­
tug rbc legally constuurcd charter xovemmcnt. The re~ronslhJlny for the
cre.u ion of th is rcvoluuonarv axso crauon rested in p.m with the landed oligarch y.
irrespective of party 'Iffiliatilln and Including oropcmcd Democrat s, because ot

that oligarchy's react ionary and obdurate rdus.1 l to amend or replace the anti .
quatcd charter. Its stand demonst ratcd the pen! of unreasonably blocking change.

Once again rl'iormist 'lglt.Hll1ll prompted the Ccncrat Asscmhlv \(l authorizc ,I

consn runonnl cunvcntnm, this U ll l' scheduled for November 11'41. The agll,ltors
correctly assumed, however, that th e Assembl y's act was msmccrc and oPPOrtU­

r usuc, designed merel y to S,lp vitality trorn till' .tssllCl,u ion·s CJlISc· and no mo re
intended to be the vehicle 01 chan ge than th e prcv rouv "do-nothing" con vcnnons
summoned to appease th e dlsfranchlSeJ In 11'1-1 and 1H,q As a result (Ii th is
assumption . members (If th..· Sult r,l~e A ~soeiatl {)n decid ed upon an extralegal
eourse to at tam then ends. Draltin~ T homas Dorr ttl lead them. they exhor ted
th e adult ma le citizenry to disregard the landholdma quahticat um-, and go to the
rolls to elec t Jdegates to a "People'< Convcnuon" w hic h would meet in Ocro­
her I S·H. Th e elect ion.. were duly held I.lIl· III Augu..t , and wn hm .; IX we-ck-, ih c
retormer... · con vcnuon pre-cmcd the truu oj It.. dchbcrauons to th e .....hue male
populace oi Rhode Island lor renncauon . Mean whrlc, the legally authorized
Landholders' Convcnnon met an d ad journed wit hout producing a nc..... baste 1.1....-.

The " People's Con-ntuuon," 01which DUff w .1s the pnncrpal aurhor, remedied
many abuse, that had rlt:rslstl'li unde r rhc charter rcgtme The mos t notable and
cont rovers ial departure trom the chancr ..vstcm was III the area 01sUllta~c: the
statuto ry SB4 freehold requirement ""'as repudiated hy a clau sc that extended
suffrage to ad ult while male cinccn .. ..... uh one vcar's residence III the "tate.



(,9 N O TE M I' Et;T IN T H E TEAP ( lT THE Dtl R R REBE l ll ( lN

Other stgnurcam feature s of the People's Co nst itu t ion were It S reapportionment
provision, which increased the rcprescmauon of Providence and other urbanized
centers In the Asscrnhlv's House 01Representatives; a secret-ballot clause; a hill
Ill' Tl~hts; and a general diminution of th e power uf the legislature through the
establishment of clear separation oi powers on th e prmciplc of three-branch
government . The conservative aspects of th e document were HS denial ut a
number uf im portant public ofiin:s, inc luding those oi may or and councilman, 1O

nonraxcd Ci tizens, lind its provrsmn whereby no person was allowed to vutc on
any financial question in the cities Of towns unl ess he was ,I taxpayer or the
owner oi rmahlc property (real nr persona l) 01 at least SISO in value .

Beginning on 17 December IS,H, a three-day popular referendum was held to

decide on this proposed consnrunnn . With no landholding rcqurrcmcnts for
parti cipation, the turnout 01voters approached 14,OCH1 Only S2 vute,s were cast
against th e People's Consu runon, since charter udhcrcnt s boycotted the election .
Ikcause IJ,94.l oi the state' s csnmat cd 2.\,142 white adult males had voted to
approve the document , ,IS had 4,\)(-,(}of the stMe'~ 9,.'i90 freemen . Durr declared
that tnt: constitution had been duly rarified . The possibrlny of fraudulent voting
was hrgh l.lS lor any clccuon 111 that ,Igc!, and undoubtedly anumber 01bogus
hallou , were cast. hUI when the results were tabulated and certified on l .k lanuary.
the reformers ins isted that rhc People 's Consntution had supplanted the charter
;IS the paramount law of the state . Popular const itu ent sovereignt y had tri­

umphed, or so it scented'

Ironically, the suffragists relinquished their momentum in lanuary IK.l2 at the
peak of their campaign. The very orderl y and peaceful nature oi their revolution
impaired its decisiveness, for they had decreed In the People 's Con smunnn th.n
the charter government "shall exercise all the powers with which It is now clothed,
until the said first Tuesday of May IH42, and until their successors, under thi s
consntunon , shall be dul y elected and qualified. " This clause [overloo ked hy most
historians]gave the chnncritcs nearly four months to devise an officia l counter­
offensive to prevent the People 's Constituuon hom taking ctfrct. Seldom have
revolunonarics been S(I lJhliging or respectful toward an cxrstmg g(lVemment.

Too much was at stake for the long-entrenched cvtahhshment to acquiesce
without a fight , hut its forceful cuuntcrctturt was not anticipated hy most reform­
er.~, cspcciullv those who naively believed that the December referendum would
he legally anJ morally binding on all Rhode Islanders. They were warned of the
impending crisis in lanuarv at the hci~ht of their success by Henry Don.
T homa s's younger hut more conservative brother, whu challenged the validity 01
the People's Convention and predicted that most people would how before
"constituted authority." If the suffragists persisted, he admonished, they "would
be like the Chanisrs of England with a iew leaders. and those not the right men to

head such an enterprise-s-and no people Oil which you can depend to support you
at all risks. " The younger Dorr indeed proved to be a prophet.

Many reasons explain the chancnres' resistance towards the People's Constitu­
tion-its radical doctrine of popu lar constituent sovereignty, Its anrtcorporarc
ideology of equal rights, its impact on the "agrarian interest " through rt:appor­
uonment. and its enfranchisement of the " low Irish"-but undoubtedly it was
the never-articulated urge inr polincal sell-preservation that was the undcrlvmg
motive <lIlimating leaders of the Law and OrJer coalition that lonned to dciend
the existing regimt:. The proposed chan~es simply made rt:tention oi their power
more impcratlvt:.
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Figure 7,

The calllp'lIgn of 11>j,1I! xrcurll-l'<JI'I1I'lrized
ll1e usc of {lolltnul l'<1 fllph" rt ll i /1II hkc
/"/(/Xl", Ill/lron\, and /'an na, and mch
tc chmoucs tor mollJlizlIlg the eI,'cror,Jr,' IJ\

lJJiI \.' meetmg" torchl igjn "r"<'('I" ioll' , oxe n
flW.\h, 'Illd boniucs. In th e ,drall1alh o( rh<lt
dedmn, Rilode h/and UmSII111lwlwl
rcinmu-r-; [{' ,b<lllt'<! thllr rllI'r could use these

devices to !nCIII' the .\ral,,\ -'l'nllld ·d<l IS

<"i/lzt'Il.' tf) Vlg"Wll.\ uctintt, Thl.' ~""Il rd 2
11Iln llet, made hvPmvrdence 'l1f(rlJx,l\t~ ill
jlJ,J tand earned to numerous ral/le.\ ,
dcpnts hhcrtv <1,\ <111 A mah'l1l1l'axlc
ciaspmg th c lwt um ', fll1.~ III 1/., talons RIJ-i,\

Collcdwn.

Accordmj; to Suuv's Whig VIew, " the Constitution oi Rhode Island was til he
overturned hy a self-created body," und there wa, "no duty more sacred in every
ciuzcn than upon such an emergency to come forth and resist, by all the lust and
moral means in his power, such proceedings. " [ob Dunce agreed with this
extreme tudic ial acnvism. ln early March his rhrec.iudge court (which included
William R, Staples and Levi Haile, a leader of the Constitutional party of the
IRJOsl issued a public lett er asscrtmg the illegality of till' People's Constitution
and contending that any attempt to carry it into effect would be "treason ugamst

this State."

Dorr's opposinon-c-m.unl y pohucallv dom inant urban wlugs associated with the
commcrcial.busmcss-mdusmal com plex, and rural Democrats trom South
County and the western hill towns-c-had every int ention of asscmng the ir legal
authority, and in lanuary IS-l2 they launched a determined hid to undermine the
n-volunonariex' posuion .Their attack on the Dorntcs was mulufaccn-d

! .'The prcsugious iudiciarv spearheaded one thrust ; during the winter

lust ice Durfce-c-crstwhilc poet , former congressman, and tomudable orator-s-was
not content with a single swipe at the "mohncranc'' suffragist s. On IS March he
delivered a charge to a Bristol grand JUry, which it subsequently published, re­
affirming his hclid that support of the People 's Constitut ion was treasonous and
expounding a persuasive and logical rcfutauon of popular constituent sovereignty.

In attempting to define "the people, " Durfee disnnguished between the "natu ra]
people," or the entire human population regardless of age, sex. color , citizenship,
or lega l or mental status, and th e "corporate people ," or the kg,]] voter... in whom

and early spnng of IH41, federal district judge lohn Pitman and state Supreme
Court chid iusti cclob Durfee descended from their neutral benches to attack the
People 's Constitution ope nly on theoretical and legal ground.., Pitman, a former
supporter of suffr,lgl' cxtcn-iun, penned a January address To the M embers of the
General Asscmblv o f Rhode t sland. which uttac ked the extr alegal methods ot the

suffragists and urged that their criminal " revolut ionary mov ement" he im mcdi­
arclv suppressed . Pitman also corresponded with United States Supreme Court
justice Joseph Story , then riding the New England circuit. The cunscrvuuvc

Stnrv-c-whn would later preside over several cases arising from the IJOfT Rebel .
lion-was equally partisan. " If ever there was a case that called upo n a judge to

write and speak openly and publicly, It was the very case then before you, " he
advised Pitman .

"

---.,.~

I 11" 1

l'igl1'" I'

In r1m fiNO mesrdennal election cur/uorJ.
Andrew Im'/.:,"n IIQ;n I'rcsnicnt Mur rIn VIIIJ

Hurcn loward 111/' WilliI' HrJU.'" OV{'f iJ pllrll
oh~/ru,tedhr /o.~ "ilhtnl LInd hard cider
Hand-copped hv U1l/lOpuior cnJflfJmrc
,,"!lon , ViJ/r Jiuren lo"h wistiullv toward
1I1~ other horne In Kinderhook, Nt,IV rork.
Th" l1i40, ilmp<1llm " nOlah'" for popula!·
i:.i/1K the Ilow -uhiqul/"u, ('.\I'rn'/lJt! O.K ..
wh lt'h W <1.> (I/\t used <1/1u.\lve1v and humor­
Im ,/v for "oil kwre<'l" hUl W,i' <1!\O 'I"plied ro
Vnn RIIf"n. wh" W'i\ known II,' "Old
KlI1dt'fhook. - Afalrer .' were not 0 K In

I~h"d" tsl.md, hown't'/, /'1'('<-/11.>1' the irucre-a­
Im/llrm~ <'1JIJ1pmgll onlv hmghtencd tile
U"'IHI1h'lH otlhow lholl-'<1lld, ot adult males
who Wt'f" de llled I'tlrll<"ipatwn I",cau,\c of lhe
pct-nsicncc of Ih,' real " ,\/(11" tcquucmcm (01

VI)r1Il}i Courtnr o f th,. 1.lhwry of Con,~re,\'~
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Figlm' H
OI'Ctlookmg rhe C,we lind the ctr v. iettcrson
/'/<1J1l I.....hal: rhe I'ft''''nI .~fatt' HVIHt· 'l and , )
Wd ' <1 populdrlpot 1m , u flrllp,e ralhes On 17
April IH4I. for ex ample. rhe Rhode lsland
~urfrageA""'Kiation ('(I/lduclt·d II giam parade
If) winch IlnCt· thOllllmd pcop1t' parncmarcd
A(c"rdmg 10 IIJI' reiorm [Jt'w-,puperN ew Age,
thr dcmcm vtratinn culrumatcd on tetterson
/'lain wJ/h "a magnificent ,'v/}ullOn - ,,, />Ct'l,

w<I,ud OX, call. li nd hOi( RtflS Collec tion tRHi
X3 (>(,30).

alone sovereignty resides. For him, sovcrcignry was not som e vague primal right
In the hands of a maiont v 01natural people hut a carefully defined. limited
power to he exercised by the people 's representatives under established . lcgui­
marc modes. Durfee's distinction was followed by other Law and Order apolo­
gists, including lohn Whipple and Daniel webster when they defended the
charter regim e hdore the United States Supreme Court in the case of iuttwr v .
Borden 11K49). These conscrvanves. In the tradition of Hamilton, stressed the
primac y of order and authority , while Dorritcs argued in Jeffersonian fashion
that order was not possible withoutliberty and that liberty was possible only when
the people controlled their government .

In another extremely potent maneuver, charter adherents appealed to the class,
sectional, occupat ional, and cthnorcligious sent iments of Rhode Islanders in an
incon sistent hut effective propaganda campaign waged against the People 's
Constitution in broadsides, pamphlets, and the pages of the t'nwidence Journal.
Conservatives warned well-to-do urbanites and farmers that the proposed basic
J.1W wou ld bring the city under the domination of the idle, ignorant, and poorer
class; they alarmed farmers hy contending that the document's reapportionment
plan would place the agrar ian Interest at the mercy of the industrial and shift the
basis of taxation from business to land ; and they excited entrepreneurs hy
em phasizing the reform ers' anncorporate philosophy of equal rights. Propagan­
dists-c-cspcciallv Henry Rowen Anthony and Professor William G. Goddard­
played upon the fears oi native-born Protestants, warning them that the liberal
suffrage clause of the People's Constitution would pave the way for the political
ascendancy of those Irish Catholic irunugrams who were swarming int o the
state in ever-Increasing numbers.

Political nativism, a potent weapon in the arsena l of the Law and Order conser­
vatives, was especially evident in the final draft of the Freemen's (or Landhold­
ers' )Constitution, produced in February IH42 hy the reconvened session of the
Landholders' Convention. This Law and Order hody drafted a compromise
document designed to wean moderates from their adherence to the extralega l
People 's Constitution. The tactic was highly successful. The Pn-cmcn's Consti­
tution contained no lofty appeals to the doctrine of popular constituent sover­
eignty and no traces of the ideology of equal rights. It reapportioned the legisla­
ture, but less drastically than Dorr's document, especially in the upper house,
where it gave great security to the fanning interest hy allo(llUing 60 percent of
the Senate's nineteen seats to rural areas. Although it slighlly reduced the power
oi the legislature, it allowed It to retain all its judici al functions and denied the
governor a veto. The freemen 's hill of rights, however, was quite progressive, and
perhaps even modeled upon that of the People's Constitution.

The most exploitable difference between the two documents appeared in the
area of suffrage. The Freemen's Constitution gave the franchise to those whi te,
male, native-l-am citizens who met age and residency requirements, but it
retained the real estate requirement for naturalized citizens, for whom it
actually lengthened the state residency qualification from one year to three years
ait er naturalization , By resolution of the General Asscruhly, all those who wou ld
be enfranchised by the Freemen's Consmurion were allowed to vote upon its
ratification in a three-day referendum scheduled for 21-2.3 March.

These conccssions-cespeciallv that of suffrage to the native-horn-stole the
thunder irom the Dorrite cause and drove a wedge between extreme and modcr­
ate reformers. The Providence Iournal. lhe leading organ of the Law and Order
faction , told natives that the freemen 's basic law "extends suffrage for which
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you onginallv contended," whcre.e, "turcrgn clcrncntv in the other consntunon
would neutralize your power and cuccuvene,v' A~ editor Henry Anthony

admonished: "The great dutcrcncc between the two constitutions lies in the

provision respecnng forcrgncrs. Evcrvrhmz c1~c i.~ nothing to this."

Nativistic rhetoric became mcrea ..mglv mflarnmntorv In rhc March campaign
over ratification. One hroaJside warned men 01 Rhode bland stock that the
People's Constnunon wouIJ "place your government, your civil and polmcal
institutions, your PUBLIC SCHOOLS.•mJ perhaps your RELIGIOUS PRM·
LEGES, under the control 01 the rOPE 01 ROME, through the medium ot thou­
sand.. of NAruRALlZED FOREIGN CATI-IOLlCS. " This widely disseminated
leaflet further advised that support 01 the Freemen's Constitution was esscnnal
unless natives were " prepared III see a Catholic Bishop, at the head of J. po'>,>c 01

Catholic Priests, and a band oi their servile dependents take the field to subvert
your institutions, under the ...mrnnn 01 a State Consrnution. "

Suffragist [oshua B. Rathbun wrote Don trom Tiverton that " th is right to exclude
naturalized citizens IS strnnglv m";l ...tl·d upon here and has perhaps operated
against us more than anvrhmg else. l\-kn were called upnn nor to vote lor a

constitution hut to vote a~inst lnshmcn." Providence Brahmin John Carter

Brown pnvatclv urged reformer Walter R. Danforth to accept the Freemen's
Constitution. " Perhaps you can mtlucncc Coloncl Hrankhn] Cooley to hammer

away on the right side, seeing that suttra~e IS extended to everybody oi nauve
growth." Brown told the suttra~... t leader. "The Colonel would hardly desire to he
governed by the Catholic pncsthood." Contemporary hmaJsldc~played upon thiS

xenophobia, one cxprcs-cd the l'xaggl'ratl'd opmion that "every Roman Catholic

Irishman in Rhol.!l.' bland is a Donne "

The knnnal unhzcd the acid pcns 01 Henry Anthony and William Coddard on the
l'n' oj the referendum III succinctly st;lIe its case:

The halance of power In the LeJ.:;lllle" Freemen's] Consnruuon resides tn the
Senators tmm Iho'>e POfllllllS 01 the Stall' engaged tn agnculturc .

Where i~ the balance III power lett In the m-arument manufactured hy Me.....;rs.
DOrI, Brown /'... Co.! where, hUI amonKthc twcnt y-five hundred foreigners. who
arc already in the State, and the hundreds more who will be nnponcd' These
arc the men, leagued together as they arc 111 om' hand, who will hold the rud III
political power nver our native cuizcns, and usurp the SI',It oi pohucalmsucc.
Their pnes rs and leaders will s,ly here hi J pohucal panv . as "ley sav In New
York cuv, give us by law, cvcrv upport urutv to perpetuate our ~PlTllU,11 dl'srotlsm
. .. and we will 01,,"""1 you \0 J m.m, we willgive you J'llWI:T . At the teet ot
the...e men, may you lay down ~'OlH bua-tcd freedom "j thflu~ht and political
independence.

. Wherever he (the Inrl'l,I:fIl'rl wanders , he "till "In,l:" "on,l:" of hiSearh horne
The arms oi hrs mother church embrace hlm,-he still bo.....s down to her rHUJ].."
wOf';hl~ the host , obcv, and crave" .d-'"olutlon hom lu-, ptlC"h, .. He cannOI
as.... )(I.l1e iredy. wuh the mdcpcndcm '>,ms ot our tree land. and cannot a"'~lmllale

him ...cbru our m-unnum...

No.... I"; rhc lime III ehotl"'C between the-e Iwo'>y"tem..; Where ..... ill you place the
great conscrvanvc Chl'(;k In our ,l:0vernment~ Wlth Inrcl,;oer<;, responsible onh' In

Ihelr pnesl.... or wilh imdli,l:ent Rhtxlc bbnd i.;Hmcr..~

Gmvc[';Cly, the Amenca.n lri ...h press lined up ..... lth DUTr. " It il> our o....n Home Ruk

question in Rhode LsLmJ, " Jssened the Truth Teller (New York l 10 an amcle

upholding the Dorrites' c.1Ul>e. Clearly the lrish-Calhohc iSl>Ul' waS.in essenu;I!

aspect of the IB-tl amtnJVl'rw, huth as a .;eMl' t.letlC and a...;.a genuine apprehensuln.

MOVl..-d more by principle than by a quest lor [Xlwer, Dorr and hb kadink a .....ou­

.1tCS exhoned "the people" to vote dll .....n thl' handIwork 01 the LmJholJcr'>
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Co nvention. The d ccwrat,' responded w thr .. appe al. despite the vote-buying
tactics oi freeholder-•. and the freemen's Consutuuon was defeated by t he

c mmouslv narrow margin ui K,61\1) to A,OU In a turnout t ha t exceeded the record .
breaking December referendum Iromcally, it was rhc negative stance of the
ultraconservative factio n ot rhe Law and O rder part y, those opposmg any retorm
wh atsoever, that saved rhe da.y im rhc Dorntc-. the von- of the retorrn cr-,alo ne
[with na turalized lnsh excluded from the rctcrendum l ....-ould not have been
su fficient to defeat the Freemen 's Consutuuon . Nonetheless, suffmgi ... ts hailed
the elect ion a" a vindicauon of the "sovereign ty of the people" over the alleged
"sovereignt y of corporanons."

OHR EII.

1'0''"''''"'.

ILL 11 .\ t.:

o

HI HTS.

1-1~(JTo' "

Ttns hl1d,~(' \\I ll.' wurn <II <I '1Jlfr<l,~,· r"l1v ,H rh,'
[)".na l'r<lJnmj( C ro ll I1J , III /',,,,-id,./In' (1/1 .'i
lnlv lIU J AI rim x,lt!lamx tlu' rctormerv
<1,-, "J,.d /0 IIII 'uk!' Ih,-docnmc fI( pupil/at

( " 11\1/ / Ul' III ""','r,'1.\:1lI v hI' ,<111m>: a "/'I< ,pk 'v
C UIII'l'm "'ll .- fh n ....err IJl.~,·d ,ml'l' _IIK h
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Ul m UM! ....mrh, <Jnd "",.-IalllI I,n.' (/ I" <lnd
l1Xhh lU Ihe /'t·uplt·: - RII" C"II. nlOn

A... the charter government prepared lor the annual Apn l elections. it took other
decisive steps to reverse the sultral::lst'" momentum. One such tactic was the

rnobrlizauon of the ... rate mihna comparuc- hy an exccuuve order commanding
them 10 lit: ready to appear armed and equipped at thin)' minutes' notice. On 1.
April the Assem bly passed ns "Algcr mc Law " (su-ca lil'd hy Dormes because they
equated its harshness with rhe arhnrary rule 01 rhc dl'y nt Algie rs!. Th IS menacing
sta tu te imposed severe pcnalnc, agam...t those who partic tpated III the upcormng
" People' s" election and declared that anyone who assumed state omce un de r the

People's Consntunon ....·,h Kuihy 01trea".tln a~m:-.t th e ... tate and SUh1CCt 10 life
rmpnsonmem . On 7 April Judge John Pit man advised lust icc Story that "we om:

not Idle . Full power has been given to the governor to meet the exigency oi t he
cnsis and he IS doi ng a ll he ca n III put the sla te in milnarv arrav."

The chanemes dlsn began to ,IPPC,hL' Rhod e Is land's black community . Although
the Freemen's Consmunon had denied the VOtL' ttl Afro-Americans , so me
cun..crvanves were now wrlhng to grunt that conccs .... ion m return for hlack
assistance agamst rhc suffragists.

The apparent " un rclialulirv" ot rhc rq.,'tl l.lr state nuh u a. rn.mv ot whose members
supporte d Dorr, prompted Governor S;IJ11 Ul'i Ward KIng to apply to President fohn
T yler with t he request that "s uch prccau tionary mea sures . .. he taken bv the
Governm ent of th e Umn-d StMes";lS might afford the charter governme nt the
pro tect ion against domest ic violence required by the Un ited Stat es Consut uuon.
On 4 April , at the msugauon of ludge Pitman, King sen t a three-man delegation
10 confer wit h T yler, this dcl cganon comi'o tmg ofcon scrvariv c rur al Dem ocrat s
Elisha Pott e r, lr., and Joh n Brown franc is and Wh ig uttnmcy Iohn Wh ipple , m
whose office Dorr had clerked. One week later, aft er some am bivalence. th e states '

right s virginian pre..rdcnt "as...urcd " K i n~ th at "should the time arrive, ....'hen an
insurrccnon shall exi st axaio\t the ,~O IO('TtlIll('lll of khcdc tsland , and a rcquisiuon
shall be ma de upon the EXCl." UllVCIII the United States to fu nush tha t protect ion
which is gua ra nteed to each hy rhc con ..ut uuon and laws, I shall not he fou nd to

sh rin k from the pcrformance III a dut y," T yler then added a proVision tha t gave a
hft 10 the Law <lnd O rder cau ..e: " In ..uch a contingency, thl' Execu tlvl." could no t
IOllk into real or supptl...ed ddect .. (If th c exiMmg government " , on thl." cllntra1)', it
was Ius duty to etmtinue " tn rL"'f'L"Ct thc fl~UlSltlOn." of thd t gove rnment which hd"
rn."l'n rl"ClI~ized a.. the eXI"ting gO\'l:mml."nt 01 the Sta te throuPt all timl." past "
until suc h time a<, he <,houtd he"advI'>L-J IIIa regular manner that it has rn.'t'n
altered an d abolished and anot hn suhslltuted in It .. place by legal and pcaet:abll."

procee dings adop ted and pursued hy the aUthufltll."S dnd f'L'ople of the sta te ."

With their counteroiien:-.lvL' in lull :-.wm~ Law and OrdL' r forcl's looked to w.lfd..
the rc~lar annual e1ecllon on 10 Apnl to sustam thcm~lves in pown until the
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.4/1<'1 rh,' Slull' ,,1/11' rh,- ,rul,' commntecnt
th,' Rho,!t· h/and \111"<11/,- A"'Kwr"m ,\\11,'.-1
thr /'"m<JI cali I"~, d f'""l'lt'" c, m ,'nr"m
The dc!t'g<lf ... 10 rht' 1'1"{'<"'.J J',<lchamj{ WI u:
In N' <ll'l'nr/loncd d •• ordIIlJl /tl 1""1'11/<111' m
and cho-en bv umvcrsal malc ultru?"'/n
tnwn dei/mo, on 2X Aueu,/ The rn olu
IwnUTI bl>J, Win 10. ,ml ent" n 4 (It loner

I!:WI um,mlhl'Tlor/u,h" flItnllon<luth­
f",~..d hv th.· ( .,-n..,al /I, cmblv III "h,.h
,n},' whnt male J..mJm..nt'n ,""uM f>to
Jd,,!,:,ltn Th" UPf'<'d ust the nl,=en' I"~

ROOf,- hlaml til e.~. Ii • meu {'opl/lm ",n
IHU. nl ''"''''''.1:1111 ftnlllll Ilf!JUxhr /}tlrr mfo

lht' pUPil, arena uxum { "m r,sTl lolht'

l(,'tJ.llll 'pmt m ..r hi '''fwn p"" hdd pl<1H'd
IJ<' mi. In Ih.' I:.n,',/, "'Ih." \ull ,,,!':..
A ",,-Z<llmn hUl when ul:lftl/nn olppmached
hmmAu\'U II.. ,n,ol u,ldt'IlUIO'",/he
Pe<>pl,: , (.·"m.'n1mn Ih O' ,mt" olpprfhenlWe
p<llrldoln rmmcduneiv <iec1,uO'd Ihol/ h"
,en IU', would I..· I r:T\ • hr:crfu//\ rendered
RfH.\ Co//... rum (Rill Xl 1>191,

•

Dorritcs ' challenge wax overcome. Though now on the dctcnsive. the ~uilragi~t~,

for their pan , wen- not idle . In February and March rhcv held rallies m various

mill villages. and they counteracted the kg.:11 challenge to popular consutucnt
sovcrcigruv posed hy Durfee and Pitman bv Jr<lJtI~ the impn-....sivc Nine Lawvers :
Opimon, the rnost cogent nnd pcrvuastvc statement 01 suftragt' idenloh1 , On S
Apnl thev dispatched reform cdnor Dr.john A. Brown [who proved In he a naive
ernissarvl m confer with Tvler and !t.'adin~ Dcrnocranc cnngrc.."men to toresrall
tcdcrnl mtcrvcnnnn. and on 1/\ Apnlthcv ncldcd a full ..lau- 01 state otncer-, in
defiance 01 the Alzcnnc Law Thoma... Dorr wa~ their reluctant hut courageous
candidate lor governor tarter boih Democrat Thoma... F, Carpenter and Whig
Wager weedcn had declined the norrunanon ], dcspuc a plea trorn his prestiRinus
parents to save them "trorn that shame and di ....,l,.'T;lCt· which will attend us II WIU

persist . and which will hurry u-, '-(mowing to the crave."

The April elections brought the crl"'IS tn a head . \\'hen the halluung was done on
11'\ April , Dorr had foiled 6,]S9 VOlt'S \{I become the " Peur!t"" governor." Two
dav... later incumbent Whl~ Samuel ward King defeated Democratic sufira~~t

Thomas Carpenter bv a margm 01 4.SfW to 2.111 . Although Dorr'< election under
the People'... Con...uumon was unopp.:l...cd .1IlJ a ncrcc sturm dampened the
conte....r. the turnout W;lS stili di';,Jpp.:)lntinK; Dorr's roral was 2,.HO less than the

vote ;lKJ-in.,t the Freemen '.. document
and 7,:iRS les~ than the vote in favor
01 the People'.. Constitution three

and a half months earhcr . Further.
the 4,S6-l votes cast hy frccholdcr-, lor

King in the regular clccnon rcprc­
scmcd a muiomv ot the total number
01 tree men 19,5"XI1. Dumtc-, had
churned !hl~ majority in lanwl"""
..... hen they tJllied the votes on the
['cork's Constitution, hut on 20
Apnl !TIo.. t Ireeholdcrs allied with tht'
torces of LIW and Order.

SlIlIra~i~t "urpl1rt was clearly on tht'
.....ant', t'~pt'cially In southerly rural
are,!.s, ,tnd several rrnllllnent RhOllt·
lslander~ had puhlicly switched side~.

Nnt;lh1c .lmong the delectms Wt're
....~.Ilthy industri;llist and political

ch;lllleleon William Sprague , who
recelwd a United State~ ...enator,hlp
in Fel1ruary IX42 ior his change of
he.lr1, and lacol1 fneze, a hi.stun;ln 01
Rhode Island ~uiiragt' rdonn . E\'en
~t;lte rerre~entallve Samuel At .....e1l 01
Gloce.... ter, Ihe leading "lllirage
....p.:lke~man in the General Asst'mhly,
wavert-Ualter en.actment 01 the
AI~ennt·w..... .
Eml10ldened hy rdonn 's ehhmK nde,
the charlente" .Iuded nl' ....· t;lCtic~ to

then cnunterolienslve m the alter·
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Tee pie's c stitntio,
UNDER WHICH THOMAS WILSON DORR WAS ELECTED GOVERNOR.
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g
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FI~urt' 11
rh. I','op"'" Cnn'/lIIJ//fJ/I. \\11h Don as l/'

pflll,,~1dransman "'<J' permeated "11h rht"
IJt"f>logyolequ111 f/1(hl' /1 WU' thcteicne
denounced bl' If' Ullin ", -uII<Jdullndft'd
I", "t(lf ursm "-<l rctcrcnce I" Ihe equal-
f1jo:h/" wnrkmg-cla-s ",111.11 of NeVI' Ymk"
lkmou<llJ< pafl~' Thur jo:/ou{' had miluencc.i
the ""Ilr", of rcvnm III R.hodt' l.\lafld [nsm the
/,1/,' !.'I3rh !J tlVl'lJrd. ond tnnr embraced mm r
"/11' principles. Thl' ,,1,,0/"1:1' ,,' {'(lu<I/ FlI:I1I"
II,,' hall dl"nih"d <J' ,m amatgom (If
lod,,·.m lh.-or,," or "c,'d"m 1<J1,<;ez-/alr,·
,·nmoml';<;. ell/nll/,rlC mm,,1 ,emple,. ho,
fl1l/~' 10",<lld, -<1r"lo,l<1rl, .. pm'll..ge and <l

be],'" m rhe neganve ,Wh' RIHS Cul/ntmn
IRHI X167JJ!
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math oi the April balloting. Governor KinJ:: called a special >;e..sion of th e As-ern ­
bly that srrcr uu hcncd gove rn me ntal prcrogauvcs under th e n or act. aurhonzcd
armed vol unteer "police cornpamcs" in Providence, and create d a Board ot Coun­
c illors "to advtcc wnh the Covcmor a" til the exec ut ive measures pmpcr to he taken

10 the present emergency of the State ." This "council 01 war" consisted of SIX

prominent \\'hlJ::s and conservative lames Fenner, a former Democratic governor .
Alter vigorous deharc, a proposition tu C;111 ,I third consuumona! convention wax
deferred to the next .....ssion of the Assembly by ,I vote uf 4.'i III 12, Shortly .lfter the
vpccial session adjourned, there came another move fraught With ominous implica­
tions for the suffragi..ts: on 2 May the Tyler adrmnrsrrauon decided to rcmtorcc
th e garrison at Fort Adams in Newport bv increasing lis Tl~I.lr complement 111119

to a roral at.m nltleeN and enlisted men.

As the rival gove rn me nts prepa red to a..su me power on .~ ....May under th eir
respective basic law s, a d ash appeared im rn mern. On ,\ May the <uffragr..t..
prefaced th eir accession to office by sta~mg a co lorful parade m Prov idence trom
the Hoyle Tavern m the \\lest End to th e State House on Nort h Main Street . The
entourage fea tured t he Providence Hras.. Rand. member.. 01 the Peop le 's govern­
ment, and a slronJ:: military cuntmgcru that Included the sixty-member Don
Troop of Ho rse, the governor's personal guard. Only the eventual scnmg for the
People's legislature diminished the luster ,lOJ triumph 01 the occasion. Since the
charterues had locked the State House, which contained the state's seal , archives,
and other svmbols of sovere ignty. the ..uffragists retreated 10 a preselected ahcrru­
tiVe site, an unhmshed foundry huildin~nn Eddy Stree t ncar Dorrance, In co nduct

their Ic~slatl\'e ddihcrallons.

Dorr unsucct'Ssfull y oppose d such timid acquit·scen cc. LatCf he ruciull y uh..erved
"that it was here that the cau se was dcicatt-d, i j not 11"'1. " In chldmg hiS more
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U l lJ till: Frte Suffrage (,f)fl velltioll.

c; ("h: :-; T LF.J'oH~:-;: T he reI1lomlrn nce of t:le ull tlcrsil[nt'd color ed CllIZCII!l
o f Hhodc Islillld , r~'sp"~c tfll il y Jl'preScUI, Ih nl. ill Ihe CClll Slltlllioll lhat is pro·
post-oJ to t~ sen l ("flh by ~' ol1 r rel'l'celt' d body 'OJ ndoptinn , the re is Oll t>
UI~'lI' lI r'l i ll~ l ' rl ed , IIpOI. WIlicll wt>: as a n i1I Ic re:> t",J J'ilrty, Iltlg It'at·c. with de .
fer,·lief-< , 10 Ilmke kllown 011 r view s, a nd gl \'e all cxples.., toll o f .fIlirl<elliilUCll lS,
' ''e ha re rt'fl:re llCC I" Ih llt jlropoM'd Urlicle WIIlCIi, ill illM:rllll:! lh e \\'ord
"w ldle," t1e ll ics nil l '<"u OUS of cul or (Ire lise nlltJ eXl..' rcisc lIf th e c!CC ll V("
fr<ulclLi~c .

.. A!!a lllS( thl' silc n ficf' of a n ill· lIsl'd ulld urto ff,~nd i ll:! l!Cople, WI' desire 10
CIlI.:r uu r 1II0~t holcllIlI nlld co mest /,m(e~t. ,re ar e 11llWilliug thl1t IIl1s St.,rc,
g- rie\'o us , Dud IItlWarrallt llu!c ill lilcilon shou ld I.e made IlIK Ul Ollt al read y
Ut lllSdj I..·~· ·. I' OlIl lini,......... ou r VIIi , ... s lrong. Itud tl...>(";· ,

FlKUrt! 12
Th.. P..up!t' ~ Cf>1l'UlUfJ<m repudiated Ih.,
S1'W steunorv I r..dlOld rC<lum: m t> nl 1rI favol
of a clause Ih,j / extended ,u'/'a~t' fo aJul1
....hut' male ciurenv ....'rh nm' \ e<lt. tesuience
m fh.' <tate I'he l an ai qualsncanon wa\
msened m," \Ir,'nuou\ .,n/eetl'",. tmm Du rt

<InJ Bcrnamm ATrlu/J , lt o/I'mnd..me. "',th
of whom COl tt'cdl' uu a led Ihm rtn lrIum\I.\·

I.'n l restrsctmn vm/au,llh,' prmctple 0' cq ucl
neht.•upon wh l,'h Ih,' /',,01'1,'\ mowm,'n/ ....<1\

blJwd rhe I",:al blatk, who penned th" "" 11­
IlOn a,l:ft·ed, a. dld ,ueh J.·adm,l: uf",/ lIlIlIllq~

,h FrnJn Kk n ougla•.\, AM'I' Kell..\·. um!
Wilham Um'J Ga m ' oll, <Ill 0/ ....hom ,'tim.. w
Nh"d .. hland In dt'mon-rw/e "I/om",h.'
People\ COrJ\ l lIullon RIII .\ Cullen ionlRHI
X3 t>7}9j

moderate a......ociare.., Dorr contended that "the p....nod fo r decided action had now
arrived. " A valid government, he said , "wa... cnmlcd to sit In the usual places 01

legislation , to pos-ess and control the public pn"f'Cny, and to exercise all the funct ion ...
with which It wa... constmnionally invested. A government without power, arT'Cahng
10 voluntary support . dcsnnnc 01 the aluhtv or disposruon to enforce it ... lawful
requismons, was no government at a ll and wa.. destined ttl extinc tion." Had the
State H OLL-.e been scizcdIarremcd DOlT, "nzhi wou ld haw been connrmcd by f"l<'·

scssum, the law a nd the iaet would have been CnI1101OI..-d, and the new ordcr ot thlIl,l;-'"
would have beenacquiesced 10 bv all hu t a mmomv" 0 1 rowcrlcs... rcacuonane.....

But the Foundry Lcgi ..larure, inu rmdn cd hy the Al~ennL' Law and the threat oi
federal intervention, preferred mual to what DOlT termed " the moderate dL'K!L'L' 01

force which wa ... necessary <II ihr s cnncal point ui anairv' With ~lxtY-SIX 01 eight\'
rcpresernauves and rune of twelve ...cnator ... present , the gathering met ior two

clays, chose office rs and commmccs. abroaarcd the Algenne Law and the Board 0 1

Councillors, passed several statute" reKUlal1n,it electrons and the selectron oi
militia officer.., and chartered the Glo cc...ter and Burnllvrlle Greene Artrllcry

Company. Curiously. u did not remove the incumbent and hosnlc state rudrciarv ,
an omission rhar Dorr later termed "a remarkable over..ighi ." Before adjourmru;
the legislature passed without dr...!>\:I1t an act rcqumng all pe rsons to deliver to the

People'.. govcmmenr am' public property held by them te.g., the stau- armorvj,
relegating the eXL"CUtlOn o i rhe, mandate, w ith the other laws and n-...olution.... to
the future attention oi the I'L'Hplt"<, ~'ovemor _ Then, showing more pamousrn than
pragmansm. IhL' J. ......cmblv .nhoumcd umil the Fourth oi lulv, leaving Dort to
sustain these qua-a-svmbohc pronouncements in whatever manner he could.
Even the cnncal study llf the rcbclhon by Arthur May Mowry a...sen- that such
" hast y adjournment th rew the whole hrunt of the banlc upon Governor Do rr."

Apprchcns ive moderates in rhc Foundry Leglsla tur.... au thon;ced d ispatc h of a
comm ission to Washmgw n to inform Pre... ldem Tyler that the people of Rhude

Island "have formed , I written constitu tion, elected office rs, and peaceahly
or ,itan ized the ~ovemmem now in iul l opcr,lt LUn" Dorr"1 confinned states '

ri,ght i... t. wa unenthusi.l~tic .Ihom
...mding a d legation. hut when hiS
,Illi,'s Burr ingto n Anthony .md
DUI,'l' ['earce de parted for th e
Pot om ac. he tclucl <l nt ly follow d,
havmg received re~oluti(lns pa d
hy an info rmal Jssemhlage 01

<,ulfr.lglsts ur~m,g hIm to per ...onally
present hl ... case 10 \Vashm,glOn.
Oorr made th e trip prim.mly IIIavert
fi.-deral im .... rvention and to show
mudelatL' suliragm.. that " the nnlv
hope lor ...uccc...s lay in \·i,itofl)uS

action within Rhode bland" H,'
left thL' "tate convinced that the'

...uffra~ ...t<, must implement the will oi the rl(~llple hy CJL'atmg a go\"Cmmem 01lact

a" well as right , and h,' retuffi.',j to the ... tatL' .... ttengthened 10 that conclu-"lOn.

Dorr'~ sOloum .... luthward 1<'11 the rdonn mOntnLllt ll'.adnIL.........:md In dl<,;lrrav, l'oUt
It wa ... .an mtercslln,g dnd eventful eXCUf<,lon. On 10 .\ lay he gamed an ineonclll~l\'e

audlL'nee with Ple~ldL'nt Tyler, ....·hu wa ... hrm yel "pk a-..ant" In a ludgmem hoth

panis.an and unf'lir. Dorr lound thL' president I.lekmg 10 pnnClrle .lnd dummatcd
hy hIS conservatwe secreta!)' 0 1 st,lI e, n,lOlel Wch ... ter. Tyler's dilemma may han:
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rllj' cbanvr ,~lIl' ",mf!l'III\ " fll.-l<lII 'OIH'eIll IfHl

<'\ 't' nlU<lllv I'IrI,Jult'd" " " Il W'1\" IIl \'t' ""Umll'TH

, ailed the l'rCt'Ifl('n\ { :"n'I!lUlI"tl. Ih m"'1
,,1'1,'dllllwl,le " ',JlUl" \\,<1' <I 'II"'(/,~, ' dill/'I '

riM/ r"/IUlled Il'HuwJunl u r1:"Il' I" " ....·11 Idud
1Il "rdN ro vo r,' o r h"ld " Il l ' C 11<"111\' Il"wnl
Amhollv, .'dlt " r "' rh l' l'I"\'I '/I' r1<'(' "'Ilm<ll
{a lld ImCl .l':tJI'('/tIW ,1m! IJ , " ·Ilt/I "rl . m <ld ..
Ih .. pr n<'1 \' lJrwn " I 11th IhH II'I\I 'U, dl,([j­
lflJl1<JI WIIhi, lI fd "nx 1'<1 " /O1l Imul Jr,' III'cd
unll/l XiW'l fn}:r<ll Ill}: hI"( ; f- I 'm lll ' l I d

RIH<' C"Ul'twm /lU /i Xl f>bXt"

eluded the susprcrou... Dorr- thnu~h the pre-idem w,h.1 ... tale ... ' right ... virgnuan .
his acquit:...ccncc ma local m.noman.m revolt would have been a dangcrcus
precedent that could rncnarv the southern ..lave ...y... tern . According 10 Elish.l Potter. lr.,

Tyler accepted the prcrm...e, ",u~t:"'led to hrm bv the chancmes, that the tcdcral
guvcrnrncnt mu ...t uphold "legmmarc" ... rate guvcrnrnent ... " to prevent Nq:;me....
[from] rcvulut mnrzmg rhc South." An:nrdm): w Senator Sprague. the pres-ident
told Don, Pearce, and Bummnon Anthony that " their proceeding,s w ere treason ­
able again... t the ... tate and II rhcv commuted an ovett ,Kt and rest-red the torcc til
the Unned Stat 1..'''', they would com m it trca.... m agatn ... t the Unncd State... " .1'0 w ell .

A movement to bnng the al leged vahdnv 01 the People's Con ntunon before the
Unncd State... Senate, uuuared hy Dr. lohn Brown during hi ... Wa. hmgton mp ill carlv
April, was aJ~1 chec ked by rrud-Mav . In rl....ron:'oC to omappeal tmrn the sUttrJ./R...b. live
prominent northern OemIlCTJ.t1e ...en .HOTs-Perry Smith [Connecucut], Levi
Woodbury [N ew Hamp-hrre], \\'llhJ.m Allen (OhiO!, Thorn..... Han Benton IM I runt ,
and silas wnght , lr . (N ew Ymk l--wmte letter ... o t cn cuuragernenr but coun clcd
caution and moderauon.l\cnlon a......ured Don than " t he Democracv [i.c.• Dcrnocram
panv] fully admit she valrdrtv III the con ...ntunonnl movement 01 the pt.:uplc in
Rhode Island," bur he urzcd that violence be avoided bccau ...c " th is IS not th e a):e,
nOT the cuumrv, m w lucb til ...culc polmcal qucsuon... hy the sword."

Senator Allen, an ardent OhIO cxpan \lIn1st, wa ......utucicntlv inspired by prtnctple
and pam...anvhip to trv to impede ("'(, ltJk intervention bv Tyler ITI the Rhcllk'
Island rrnbrogho. On IS April. t he d.ry 01 Dorr... clecnon, Allen introduced a
Serrate resolution which in ...ub... rane e demanded that the president reveal .111 the
mtormanon upon which he wa-, actln): In the Rhode I... land suuanon and ;111 the
orders and in ... tructum... rh.u he had I......ued (0 ...uch ...utJmdinatcs ,IS the -ccn-rarv ut
war. The rcsolunon W,b rend, prmtcd. taken up .usnn two ddYS later, and pa ......cd
over mtormallv. On 1.2 Apnl it W'1S ioblcd l">y a vote 011-1. to 13,

Five addirional uttetnpt-, were m'lde by Allen and his ,ISSUClate... to Kalil consider-
anon of the resolution, but ;ill the c effort ... Lllkd . william Sprague informed luhn

Brown franc is thnt many ...cn.nnr wert: "mdum.uu " over Alkn\ action and that
a VirKlTIia senator remarked rhat the Rhode Island rebels "ought to he hung! "
Despitl' such 0ppllsltion rhe per i... lt:1H Alkn (nirknanll'u "the Oh io foghorn"1
prt:senteu new re...ollition... OIK;lin t inter/en'IKc hy the pre ... ident and lIrgl'u theIr
pa...sage in a Ion): speech un 17 ~tly, dec];uing that there Wl'g: two ,l:;0vt:rnments
in opl.'ration in Rhuue hland ,md th,lt Tyler :-.hllUlu not assume to him ...clf the
power to decide tJetwI..'en them . WhIg 1,IIlll'S l-nwler Sillllllllll", Rhode Island' ...
other ...enator, .m...wered Alk'n by llpholulO): the pOSltHm 01 the charter ):overnment.
On the iollowm): Jay tht: rt:...olu(ion... were t,ltJlt:d, never In he rt:mtmduceJ. \Vith
the issue squarely hciort: it , Ihl..' Senatl..', tJy m.IClllm, tim ... rdll ...ed to accept the

VIl..'W that the pre ... idem h.ld no .mthulllY ttl ct , or that in acun): he W,I'" dom): ...o
unwisely. In the "<Iml..' ...l'...... lOn th e uppo..'r hou e al ...o rt:lu ...ed to receive a lenn
hom Dorr in which he c1alml..,J to lx, tht: gUVt'mor oj Rhllo.k' bland.

The successtul sen.nunal Upp"I"'1I10n to Allen and Don w..... led tJyan mconglUtJu<,
coalition that mcluJt..J nunhl..'m Whl~'" ...ueh d<' Slmm,ms III Rhode bl.md and Jahc=
Hunti~ton oi Connl..'cucul ; Nathamel T,lllmadge 01 :'>Jcw York , ;1 cunsnVilliv't:
a):ranan Democrat who nltl..'n ah~..tll..'d hllll"-Clt wuh the \Vhtgs , and ....,uthem
nullifiers, especially \\'l1liam C PTI..·... tlln and lohn C. Calhoun 01 South Cuo!ma

By their action the Whig... ~\ e p,lru"',!n t:nuOf"l..'ment to tht: reKlme 01 S,lmuel
Ward King, Tallmadge cont m ued hi'" war .l,l:;<lm ... t thl..' Locoioco or c'-lual-n,i:;hr...
wing oi thl..' New York rkmocr;uic part\", ,md PTe...wn <lnu Calhoun SOU~t III

repudiatl' tht: maloritarian nJ:;ht 01 TI.'volurlOn and to provlue ,",uppon for mcum.
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NATI E AN.w:EItICAN
R E . '1D .'1..'l'D T .'l I~E

A SHORT 8r.R~t0:'4.

Ll<T nl/l,T 1<>Il ~ I. ICIHtT To Till< 111<111 .. .

"""' 11: 1<1. n....."'_13, I
Ch, i.. ianl, 1ib all"l.bn !l><'O, Lou the riehl 10

pro!...:t thoom...IT'" api,,"t 0pp"",,,",o Th e,.
hn e .1.0 th~ "1M to . ,d in I"" p, <>trt:lion ..r
utIt<·rw., bul Oil' &"'0' ..id, .. MT 1('~ " l> n . r. 'UT
nr Till. "',,"LII," and IhIM l.&u,bt hi. foil"",....",
that ;\ ..... 1I1C<1l1.m..n\ . ;11a th ...ir dUly'" /J"n,

Ind w,lh th... i . ....."..c l f.or hi. d"" trj" ..., 10 lI, i" C1"
in Ih " .t, ifa (;,r p"".', rO IlI,illlb.. I bo T<' '{",,«od

"'Xl, d'd not 1Illt'" d '" k och J".I.,dhnn ll", t II...,
-,>" .. IIi 11Ibn,,1, .;lh <krnd ,ni: .."" hly. 11> ', n,,_
"I. <'ru ..lty. ond "Pi'...... ;.........1"'0 lb.<o, """Id ....
mo.1 Ill" u"i l "'lhout produc'nr aB<>I!u" "'lu. lI,
.r~.I. nut hi. r'~""nt u b•.' l.tl,,,n.., d l u
tlll.- or hi, Dln:u: M.\ S r ER., fully .h til .. t

tb ..,. cD"a'~e....d .1 th" ,ld"I'<, " ...bl~ J~t, of
C lliliSTIA.'OS 10 . ~bau l 10 ui. I'oll" I:0v~,,,_

luenl.l f", 1iH! ..ke "f ...·~o~. u" I,1 01'1';"""'11 tM._
ca>n" 100 11" I.e bo,,, ... 0' ~ Ill,l ll.... v,l cou ld
be ""1lI,'J i"d ,Ih"ul " " uoen "'''J v,,,I,',,C<!; a lld
Il>al. ill all ouu. f" . II", 1I0XU Il. " f l h"
onuacn, Ill" 8U~.:cES:i " f II", G OSI' E r.,
• " d Ih" l' t;.'\l.:t: of Ihe ('0)1 ~ l U:; IT r , Cll1U~ .

TIA~S Ill ouid "be I U:,).." I 10 th" Illl,lIt:1l

l'OWEIl:i,"' .. 1,,,'1 u j ",b"" " ><ro ""'N ld h...
ri ...... .

CllRI~TIAN morussons OF RIIOIH:
IgLAND, I I'UI 10 I ou, pl. ,,, quul,on_W, lI
•vou .11. .....' ilu "u th.e At... n "I' G( )J) , I" 111M
UII ' O l" 0 ..... n"""L"'U~ lJ""" LI.l'l"'u
th ol Ih" C<>,u t,tllll"" 10 be 1'0lro 0" fJ' .,,1"1'1,""
<If ,r.irel'o". on II 2 1.1, 2~J. a"d ~k1. ,n.l. to of

l uch a c ha""u- to lJ lr<· ~ t<>a d'"Ii" h, """
n ~b ....nd p" . iko!i' 0, 0. th '.. "I' o\h,.! 10 ,I
01'1'''' . ' ' '' ,n ,I. 1""" J na"r t..-•• ill.1" Wo1I1.1
you I>c Joat'fid In "';'el,";[ 'I, aud '" ~J 'I':"mi
a"othr, ... Iu"h ..,lI 1'110<1 }"" ' r '¥NIl""'"I. )'0'"
e,v il . nd polil'c.>.1 ,nol tull "', ~'''''T It IlUt:
S1.:1l00LS, and I"".h.p" )'"". Itrl ,II;IUL;l:!
PRI \"I I. £ G E S. und" 1.11.. (o"lrol ~f II l'O I' E
" f RO~H;,'h", ul" U,e ",M.~n, of ... '0' " . of
NATUnALI Zl'" FOIIEIG:'> CA T ll u LI CS !
V ""' II ... hon"••" d pfoal",nly ..I' Ih" cl""rh .....
qllire it ! 1>0 the peaer , ....elf nd "T""I'<' '' ',..
01 th.. S iak ""l"''''' ,I~ V. I jed Ih.. (':. ,,,, lo lu.
I' "'' n ew p.....nl>·~ to you• • oj )'011 It", .. }"o'lf

"ref.."",n"" fo' .""thr,. "l.i ..h• •Ir",,/d II 'r r ..
..J,,~'J, WIL l. PL .H·I:: '1 Il l:: D.\I.L ,\:'>ct: Of'
l'owt:n l~T1U:llT,\T .:,I :" TIJl~ II \ XI) :>
or T lIO:H: rEI 'j 'LE. The ~ vr ,, 1 ".n '.ad,ly
I>to 1',...1"'10".1 W" uld VOII d,·ft·"d )'ouT..h ... ,,,.1
" 011' rl " " ..h .~;o.' tl,,. ";",rtl··""••",1 I" ..,j ""

'''' ''<0' of ,."" , I''''''' ' , ond I''''....''',· II,,· S·,I..

frum an~1l!hy aud , u,n ! Wou ld 10\1 1',.......

P""N'• • nd 11" ...1., ....,.1 ~iol"D<IC! and blooJ.h~d ~

Would yon ""f lh. , . r ' p<""1 10 lhol CO~ STlTII.

'rxu xu'ruonrnrs WIII(;II rue (;W ol .

PEL llE ~I :\ ~ DS r Would you \;. ...." a "",,·
. : ;"n ·o 1''''''' and und, fil"d. by 1',,,. u ' '' 11 a ..ou.""
cn \l"h, 'II f """.n h 3fl" look .. ,th 'pl'."b.I,,,".
."d tu. II... ""' 1" oj "hi"h. y"u can C()~ ·

FJDE:'-iTLY !'I'E L TO liE.... vex I:" Tin:
1l01'R OF OE.\TU, .\NO AT T lH: lJ ltEAlJ
T R1HU:'oAL 1l.:Rt;ArTER ~ Th,," , an d I
mu ,l . up~ .ueh to be ' ou, .. ,d •• a.ray )·ou, .

"' h "1 on Ihe "id.. Oflh" "111(; II Eit ! 'OW t:ltS ,"
;n a '1""'1 and pu .,.,a\,le mannN, GIVt: YOl:R
VOTl;S t 'UR TilE CO~STlTUTIOl'i O~

MO:"t'llAY :'oiEXT, Shu,," Ill""" ..h" &<:I, n Ihe

"PI'''' liD" onl), lu cur)' ""I Ih..i, w, ll, Ihal ruu
n hw I h' lI[,ly y" ~ ' ""1".".. ~ P.ot,• •",. y"UT
""IlUTU ~ fIl 4 IlaC1' ~f< , I " d )'ou''''' f<''Tl a " Pf<'. ·
e ' TU. to .."unlt "a"ce . Jil''' '' •• '''' ", "n dl"l"'r
1.... 1...10<'of.n rnli .... "",""'Ull, I" oll TJ \1) d..·l;·' l
1M bo.· ' I{' ,,,I,, ,,1 <>b)<'e t "f Ih" ,·."I'''1i' I .....rI",,...,,I,
" "d 10 (i . .. "n""""'Il"'0'~nl .od '''1'1''''1 10 .al,ir' l
of vi"I""e" a"d .1,00,01.·•. 1'ool1 lh "... ..ho woulJ
all ure )'00 10 l id tI,..nt ;n th" " " TIL of al.ir" .
' W I:: Il.W E NOT 8 0 1.1',.\11.:-0.:0 t:lIlU ST.'

nev. WILI, I.o\M 8. BALCH

T h...bov.. '(" I1 II..ma" , I" .. 1'" 1''' 01 1I... f ir.1
L'ni", , ..1,.1 Ch "",h ill Ih,~ e ily. l 11d "'h", .... h,le
"". did .....<' j or " . pcrty ",h "'h hn .. m......
• nd . ,,1I'1I f'" Ih.. .. p,..,pI' .~'I"f'o..," "'II

"'qllr .l,·d by tl,~t pa, ty h. lretu'" dn " ni h" vi., 1
" ...... ' hil "' ....IL from .'l"w Y,,, k. li e . rT1 pToI"'"
I.v "·r,,..d 10 do 00; ."J .td 1.11 ""'Wid ...1 lu r .

~. al>"' '' UI.1ll A.,.; 1'0 ' tI,,, ,........". Ih3t Ih"
l",rl:J All <"TTj,,~ ,,,. Ilri"g '''''1''' ' a"d ••,...,, 1/1

II" k ,,,"" p"liIWt/II.1ni. '1 il. n.l h "",,.]J J,nN
"ollU" t '" fin ",:I!r ii. T i". II ... luabl .. tr . t,n,,,n ..

I.""" ". orill .. "'Ird "-Ild IlIlal j.i...d. '1'h_
ntI~"Jlr " 'Ut.

AS t .XAMI' LF..
10 0 '~h ,rt So,,,,,,,," 1'""Ii.IIC<1 in "," ul ..

•h""" ,1,,, ,,,,1• • all "d,d I" l h" l..-ih:l,ll 11 1,
• h",,1<1 a cn".w"1;,,,, U ... Il'a l ull " tho " I'""."I,,'. ("" " . I' I,,".on ~ he .d",'l.ed. II,,, hll" '3:",'J
ro""iCIIC II.lh,,!>ca '" irhl u ..r" ioe • pc, m<'"''''
i" O", "0.; nfl ou, I'" lrl,elll, e " ,l. l1ld T' hili"". HI.
.Iilul " .. a"d 0" n,,. pull],,, ... h",,:.. \ \ '" b3.'r .
... ,,, poinl. r~ e ('ATlfOLI C 1I1 SIUJr
II nan:s. of N".. Yo .k. u Iho l.. t rlodll1h in
Il'al .....', a l u n b '''fl'~.. .". "".''''0.01... oo,no
Tll l:.£l:: T HOl' '' .\:-;1l ~"'I'" ('Ullone '0.
nu, oflc,." eO·.., t "r a fr"" <In., l" luola",.1
Ibo U I.l.o... ,nl! blo own ..in,," o~ Ihe ~ ..... I 'Ol1 'f
I' I' e ..·10 ",I• . r". II" '".'1''''''' ,,,-<li.ef\"'~ I" 'h"
",. '111 (' \ T IW LlC C llUi:CIJ, 0. IM",.,""r
IlIO. ' .'''IOn ..,1,,, ,, f~"oi ,,: l:,,, :,; 3',. \ \,.h 3

I""le , 1_''''' fo. II... I'u .~. i'. i- r,,,h.bl,, 3
boAy "r~..r'J:'" na'""Jilel1 C"III hr•."i"11I hlvo
l.....n "'g.,,'trJ.•",1 ..·iIl hc, ... n.~r t.r n.g.";uod.
III 11>&1 c"J "-"d Slate. u"d..·, P• •". 1',,"1.1:0'-'••
T,ca" l ~ ' Llu,·a. 10 rd")' " .. I ,~,ir 0;..... T h"
llcilc'''"nl "" tl'e q"".I;.,,, .lill ..,,,,:i,,",". 'n,o
fl ,f,"p .,,01 h" (.. rl)' .,.., ddrT.",i,," 110 ."....""d in
IIt..,r clf~,I •• T hft na l"'" ..illun. I..,,'" loreo",o
ala,m"d. .\ud """,h"r. h;n" lot"" IId,l to r.r­
'"' lit Ihe ..bI,,,,,,d Ule"" l'l f,,,," been"'i"," .uo.
e--r" I.

011 W ·dn",I.v 1••1. alO~rl" ll ..... hel,l in I II"
ra,k.li , w Y",k ";1)'. 0" lh" 4,,<"tl,IO, .""01
d",illr II... p.oc:,,,didp, a balld " f f"''''I:'''''. blok"
ILl """" 'h" "_,,,hI.ge, .lId loyh~.". of " 01<11"" ,
"'''ka up 11.0' m lin,lt. A :-l..... Yo. k I"")"" lOy ,

"0", "h",,~ ,IT".....l "'ith I,., ...· .nrl iod'~'

du ion u .... "·Tn,· . ""'" Ib.. f11311", ; for 1<' 1'''''''
. 11 i" . ,,11 10 "aT r;j!h ll .. A merica" . , w .. h.,,·
uevlr ""c., or hear d <>f befo.e. Hand. "r f" lll"
,..."Iel..a...·b,,-, ....'·ry to"ch " .. ",T,'" i.'<I I" '..
tlcc""I"""' d"",l< h l" .re.. ;", ""I,d. "' h, I),,·
l'"k.. . ..d ..rimin~1 ""urla ",oal<l bo· . ' h. ", ..,l t"
. ..... il'e in lit,,; , .. ·..11. ; """..... hl".,rr;lI11' .01\',1;"'.;
blra' eyod .".1 b!o. tod "lr""""""ll'. 1'",,,, ' he f" "'..
1,:" ,.1 .11"f' .".1 '"ar I. "".; .Ii .::o.'i,,1t "Ioj- ..I.
bc"li"ll" Ih" fu.m I""".", I",t "I,,,.,, II,,, ""w;" 'll
,,,;, .. I" i, !, t .1"",.1 "!~''''I lo ue,,,,,,,.,,i,,,,,._'h ,otI
W"" U,~ v ,,1'(1 h"'ke inlo II... I1,m_t "f. prar" ;,1... ..I . or .\;"""'311 c"iwo.__.I,"ck . 0.1 ;lIo" lt,d
th" ell.... " "r1~"". ~f Ille • ....,.,,1.1..11".3".1 "" h
Ih .icka, j"wl bla'l'hcrll)·. all.1I,ow!:,,( 1l ,11"'1T h I.
,,"I" " . ti, .. l"" ll"ue . T,r...·elll,', 1 thc "onli""." , f
th.. "".I " ", a ' l , o", i" c. We .... h i-h 1" ' 1
th...o_ly. f.I",. doocitfol ,'iU",,_luoki"ll: 0,
al1d o,·j,l, uIIJ "" "'''''al:illg Ih. , .. I "'h" "T"'I"~
Ih~ 1" lTI ult. w., nolittdlwooT Ib. ee In"." \'uJ.
1;"1 . :.ik" on Ih- '-J. I,,,,.idi,,, ,.f!i"',-olla of
Ihr " " .. l o.Z..d .".1 .".I """l. bl" II.." "e 0'" c'l .•.
W" heb,·,,1I II "1,,,1.. lx>Jy of III _ .,ffi",.•• t<"... 'rl,
.1 I.ne-th. f.o'n lh"i••UII. "-"d old""". ""Ih j"..,.
o."d LI,,·, .. f"~11 Ih" .t'r", ,\0'] lhe... OIli". ••
w ••e nll"r '\11" .inll'_.l1 n ... i 10 r'ry h"..I._
,,,,,,, kn ' ''-'' f". In.. , T03. 3 . "" uo. u r onl :,'
'""" "r.",,, tal;"o I'lul." lh'''r, 'nJ r ..ltr.!l'rorth:

.""d i. ~l'Iv York 10 ~ll.. "" I""J "" ir e "f al.­
h"""""o 1",,,,,;<1" tId, trao ~,;li'J': I lhi. hn.....
e.i li...llCo~"d",1 1I" l:lto•••" I hi' ",illi,·n.., t ..
d.ill ..,,1.. "rl~"""" la"d 'i I, t"" ro,lln,,,.­
a"d ... "d ,lto, ,, f..,lh I, ...1 .. \'''''"1 ", ... 1,, 11.. ae ' .
""_wl . ha ll n" 111'111 be I. k, ,, or ,11 II ,. a 1.1"1
a nd an "lOulent vi"taljo,,,f "'" " ..." .. t , .,.1 ",,,,t
l:b. iOWl' r'" i',.;:•• , TI ,e "·b,,le .'1,_'"'' ,,- ho!~"'OI_t'>I I" ' i.- "p I\Il ", .. "" fl, . n,l lrl 'h.....
j<·."it'r. 1 OU and I h~ '••1" •• I..U" ...... knn....
,,'ha l it i. 10 f ! Ih" 1.1..1 from an ."J" 'od au d
DUtr.~d collnl .y ."

1l."" nl:.-l.,.ubu ,,"_Rearl Ih ilL r onJ<'T ... i.
IlI,a'J " .. it. ~.)'_'" )'"'' ",r"anJ 10 .'ito,,"
."eh ..... ",.• rnule<l III ,'0'" Iii' Ie. ~T"I hith"lo
pr.",r"I.",1 1"..... 1""'/1""· 1":. lc I A." tOll 1" '"
I,.red In ..r a c.' hoi,.. U" h"I'. al,l", h,·. d "f .
I""""" of t: l ll", lie F . .....I•• 1,,01 a b,.,.d of th "lr
... r~ilo d'·r...",I"",.. ,.~.. Ih" lid d lI).,l>vNI ,,,,, .
i"'l i ' u l i~no. " nde. Il,c o:or.eli,," or a Stile C.", .
Ili l"ti<ln. Ir " ol. '0'" ~ .. ' 1oc ('" o. l il ul inn ,," ..
"'e"',,,, <1 I ' '''''' ..-b id, ,• • 'I'li rll...,lo.h~llo 1"0.
It : l y"" f,,,", ,,,,11 .b" te". 11..",•• WILI., . " o.

flgur,' ]1}

/ he low and (Jrda adl'cJcUfI'.' of Ih" frl'/'men\ COn\lIftJlWlI

atleml'ud 10 g,/ill '11rf'Orr for the dOClllIWrII in rhe ,Wanh 11<42
reicrcndum Iw 'if'I'<"IJml; I" ami In,1I Cllh,,//(' I''''judlee, a.' rllt'\'
djd in rhl' /'wwh,dc Thcv w<lmed IIl(Jr the /'e"f'lt".\ ClJmrtt lHtDtJ

I'ltl<'I'd Ih,' n.nuraliscd nri;:c'IJ Oil tin '"<JIM/loolwg WHh rhe native­
/"'m, Ihu.' l"II'tIl.!: r/,,~ W'1\' Itl! ,m /n,h·C,HhulJc ('ulll 1'-'11

av.cndonrv III NIJ"d" 1\1tll1d. Ii the rml v-r.nc l"<{wI,'menl {m
rW1lJl<11J",,',I,'J!t:,'n,· "'a, llnl m'tlnl<1J11etl. the l'ravulence kwmnl
inter excknmcd, Rh",l" '-'land "will /1<;fmne <ll'f(Jl'mn' or Irt'land,
';1. l'atrick will llike Ih .. I'ldn' "r I,,,.':,,, Iflllllln], and th,'

.l'hmmock wIll.<I1I" ''''''}'' rhe ,m,.}1<Il dl,,1 H"I'<"'" 1<1J1.\ c"lIt'('[UJI/
11</-/1 X.,.J.lYi!
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bent stare governments. Don acknowledged thai most southerners rejected
suiiragisl prtnciplcs because "they might he construed 10 take In the southern
HIcks and to aid th e ;lho]nillm,t..."

A year alter the controvers y had ...uh..idcd, Calh ou n IU."UiICd his vote In an tmpor­
rant public lent'! whcrcm he vxprv.....cd ..vmp. nhv for th e suit rage part y's quest ttl

enlarge the tranchtsc and dcrucd the propnctv nt rcdcral intervention so ItJn~ as
the ccrnrovcrvy ,,·v.l'. con nncd ttl discu ..... ron and agnanon. Bur after <in mcuavc
survey of constit utional prcc ..xil:nt.... thl.'- zealou s defender 01 rmnontv nghrs declared
that It would be the "death-blow 01con sur unonal democracy to admit the ri,d1t lit

the numerical majumv ttl alter tIT ab oh...h consurunon- at pleasure" hy resort to

extraconsntuuonal means . He 011'>11 a.",-.cnl'd rhat u me tcderal guvcmrncnt pt~",,",.....~'1.1

" the ri~t to e...tablish lt~ own cb..tract ..iandard" 01 hat (on... titute... a republican
lonn 01government . " It would he made ab..olun- rna rcr of the Slates ."

.,

F,xurt' 15
rhJ\ ,'omf'<llh<>n ", rh.· n..-o CIJIl,uru""n,
If rcellll'n\ and "e"pl.. '), prel'lIf"d", ,h.·
Law <1 11<1Order parrr mIll/ill I:'" th" 1:real
1.l,·"I"xlC<J1 dn'aXI'/l( " /'I'/ Wt'l'n th .. lWO
J rWUlIlem , ",h lle f lllphdsl:mx Ih"l1 J II'er
ences in 'ht' O,/H lIw,."wl ll rt',/\ "i ,ulhax<,
IJnJ app<>rl l<>nmt'1II 1< /11.\ C"lkrtH>ft IRHI
XJ r.7()"!

Back In Rhode Island , the Law and Order rc..pon ...e to the maneuvers 01 the
People's government wa-, accelerat ed mobilizauon and mcreasmglv strong
oppo-anon . Th e charter A...scmblv, con vened on -I May for a two-day sc...sion at
Newport, declared that there cxI ... ted "an in..urrecuon a~mst the laws and
consuuncd authomic... '· 01 Rhode Island and made a rcquismon upon Tyler " to

inte rpose the aurhonry and power til the Unu cd States 10suppress such invurrcc ­
uonarv and lawk...... as"'l'mhl.l~l'''' , 10 ",uprOTl the cxrsnng government and law...
•tnd protect me State trom demesne violence." Governor Kin~ immediately
dispatched Democratic "'1,11 1' ..en. ttnr Elisha R. PUller, lr., and state representative
Richard K. Randolph to carry the rcsolunon and ,I personalletter to Tyler.
Randolph was an appropriate crm .....ary, tx-i n~ speaker ut the House and a former
Virginia Whig w ho had made the resort to.....n ot Nc .....pun hi" permanent home.

King's request for Icdcrul troup", received hy rbc prcs tdcnr on 6 May, annoyed
web...tc r and placed Tyler in ,I prccanous suuanon It the president acceded to

King's pica. he would have In deny the leg;llity Ilt the popular movement in Rhode

GO P4RI •

r. "" .1, C 'i'"I ~ """'I '1 lIi ..-,.i•.
...1 I"' '''' ' _'" ..tit7 vi oIu""" '_7 i I'"",,'• • t.:- .
""n. n IIooo. ,. I 10",.

TIooo rinl ....,.. ,..r...... i. _I N" f"'- i . I" ....""-_ ':'1i.
"' .. aIJ' totJ itl ..,• •,,10,...... r_ ,1'1 • • ,,:r>ot,.., ..I..... ..~, .. ,., _ ,.."'1'''-''''' -
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The rollowing i•• r.it cam(ll'riiW'l" of 1Omr. or the IDOIt

[W'Clllliaent poill'l ill 1111: two Conslitlltionl:

e-..iI.l... 'f ,,, R",.I.r c.· P""P'r·. r.'-.oI,'-r;-.
rr ..' .... Tio. ,.....I. no.i. ( lIi,"I .....
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f lKure It,
Th .. "A/Kn lll<' Luw " " oJ <J"Hum ......·<!.I''''n In

,h.. ,'un.,,'r\'<1rl\',' ""IJ/U""'Il,,,-k launched II\"
Iht' i"'f'" ", ttl"'" <It/.! ()u]" II' rever-e I h e
/Iuoml"nlum (II the {d"rm mm,'m,'n/ l'II,'ed
h.' rh.' ( ; ,' II t'f<l1 Av-cmhtv m Apnl 1/1.J2 Uti

Ih.' <'1',' of th.- annual ,',ll,' cl••• tHlnl. tht'
'lll/Ill e ,1<-<'1<111'11 II If " d lml III ,'Hum.' ,,'flu:
tm ill'! l h,- !','''r!t··, C"Il,IJIUIIOn lhr; law
h''<' <1 m t' rh,' /t'){'ll/UIII/Il'IH HHI frof rh" ,IU,' II 01

Dorrncx hI' 1111' dllUlI ', x" v,' rlJltll' t1I III t!l"
-'<'I' <'r'l ] month s 1" II"wm,~ I" I''''' 'I,~'' ' li eU/II '"
of rhe .Jet'" harsh 1"-l1alun . u l",m,." .~<1V<' H

rh.- 11<1111" ~A 1,~" l1 m'" III l/1l1l' hJ/l /ll In. ,-del'0'
AIXINI . <I I'it/rl h AI Fw d l1 f~ ,r .·nt ,l! , · KIIl"HI ' '''

th e puclrl' WHit whICh h.' " .'<I/n ! _",i/or,
' ('1:<''/ h' hI, H,u h<l rl ' {'mil .' , RIH\
Col1"<'l"'11 (H i lI XJ M2Y/

Is land; it he refused a...-usran ce. he woul d he vulnerable to charges 01timidly
acquiescing in rcbclhon . T yler rcphcd to rhc L1W and Order governor m a tair and
prude nt manner, vxprc In...: xrc.n reluctance to cmplov the mihtarv powe r of the
federal govcmrm-m. A rsrance could he given not to prevent hut onlv to -upprc.......

.m insurrccuon . and 11 could not he rendered until actual violence had been
committed hy the ...ultr.lg.... t... HUI "if rc..l..ranee ,.. made to rlu- cxccunon 01 rhc
laws of Rhode Islan d hy such force as Ihl, civ il r OWL'r shall he unabl e to overcome,
it will he the duty of th iS xovcrnrncnt III enforce the cun ..utuuonal guarunrv"
'lgainst domestic violence, .l.....crtcd T vlvr.

T ....u days Liter, on 'J fl..tl y, Tyle r proP' l..vd "mea ...urcs of conciliation" to the desperate
Kmg: "I am well advised, ii the Ccm-ral Assembly would .uuhonzc you to announce
a gener al amnesty .md pardon lor the pa...t, without makmgamv exception, upon
the condition ui a return to .lllegu nl.:e, .md follow 11 lip hy a call fora new convention
upon somewhat liberal pnnctplcs, th,n all dttftcuhv would at once cease. . A
rc..on to iora.', rn the comrarv , wtll cnzcndcr tor vents, 10come kclings 01annuosuv."

Alle r the regular Ccncral A...wmhly reconvened on 11 May, Potter informed thl'
pres ident thai "the :-.UhlloCt 0/ calling.1convcnuun rrnmcdmtelv, and upon a lilxn l
hasrs was ..... riou..lv .Ignated ,lmong... t us.' and "the onlv oluccnon made wa.. rh.n
they J id not wish to con cede while the people' ... panv continued then threats.."
Potter'" solution to rhrs unpa-,..c W,1" tor ' '>I IIT to "allow himself to hv arn-..ted
peaceably and give hall ." On 12 May. Kin"': prurru ...ed pardon to th l,,",e "engaged In

treasonable or revolutionary de..ign..a~m"l the St.Hl· .. un the condruon only
rhar they wuhdraw thern'<oClw:,,< trum "llch l°nt erpn ..e and :,,<i~IJ)· their return to therr
alleglance to the government " In e.."Cnce. hoth thlo moJcrale Potter and thl' hard ­
nu~-d King were reque~tlng th.u Dorr anJ the I"-.·upl e 's ,(:ovemment capuulate.

A la~t·dirch attempt IIIavert loredul conlront. ltinn wa" m.a.de on 1-1 ,\ \.;IV at a ~'CR1

~. YorkCity conierence••1t .....hlch ll.lmcl \\"l:h..tn prl~ideJ. Bumngton Anlhol1\·,
Du tee Pearce , and lohn S. H.lIT1" rll'rL''>l'nted thl' slltirap;i st ... . and John \\Ohlpp] e



"1 'c o T[\1I'["1 Ii\; Till r r e r o t ru t IlllRR s r e r tt.to -,

•mendcd a-, an uootncial ....poke ....man 11Ir Law and Order tboueh he thought
Covcmor Km,.; .... conduct toO 101 It xrblc p, ur r.ITtll'lp,It,,1 rclucramlv because he

bchcvcd.Irkc I\lll~, that JI .... h,lIldlnK the 0Pl"''''ltion aovcmmcnt wax rhconlv
ucccptahlc ...olunon.

Thl' eruhu ... la...m hown lor the rctonu Llll~l' hv Tnmm.mv, tlu- prorru-v 01 .urncd

.1"" ... I... ranee trom cvcral U111t~ 01 New York rmhua. the llr~ltl~ 01 wcll-mtcntnmcd
:;:l·aI01'" ,IIlJ the upport 01 -uch tnsh-Arncnc.m milnnnr-, a-, KI~ .\llkl.' W,II...h' ...

Spcn.m Band lorutll,d Don tor rhc ta ...k ahead He had recommended mod.:"t

torcc at the 'I,lte House on \ \\.1\. en roUll tl\ W;l;,hm~:tllnon s .\la\' h, had \,nltl'n

lh.1t II rna" he eXflt:JJl'Ilt to ... tnkl' a hlll\\ ,1'" ...non a'" I rl'lum ,mJ upun hI'" arTI\.11

In Sl·..... Yurk on 11. .\1av hI.' h.ld .... nltl.'n hi'" tru ... Il·d conlHbnt .... A.nun White and

Waltn:-'. Kur~.:... thar hl: .... ould make "pl:Nmal .Irrltc;ltllln ror mtlll.tr~ .11.1" In

Ihl' l:\',·nt 01 ll'J,'lalmlervl'nllon ,mJ tl1,11 h,' .....ould "rl'lum to PwvI,km:l' .I~ "oon

;1.... l'o" ... ibk,md lorthv.'llh call un thc military to proteu l11e and Illhn... 110m

;lrr':~1 llnJl:r thl' t\1~enm' L.IW " I II" Ne ..... Y'lfk Tl'Ceptlllll Cllll\'IIlCed I )lllT tlMI hI'"

anucipdll·J U"l' ollnrcc woullll:n.lhk Ihe I'collle'" ,l::llH'TII111l:ll[ til rrev,lIl

It I" mo ... t impurtanl 10 note th.1I Dorr "'f"lkt: III milltdf\ ,InIon m.lInh In Jcten­

"'I\e term'" Hl' ,-(Iu~ht uut~idl· .lId onh III r,:"'run"e tOllllhl,k IIllef>Cntlon h\

tnkr;ll trour". ilnJ he "(XJkl' llt U"'lIlg hi'" \oc,11 mliJtl.1 rrnn,mh to rnlll'l:l hlm".:!1

anJ hi'" d......."C1atl·... lrom whal h.: regarded iI'" thl' unauthorl;nl dnd lIl\altJ .I):.l..'T'·... ,

"'IUli "llhl: ddllnn chann ~o\emml'nt lIrn,lIl1l~und.:r Ihl' AI~ullll.' L.I\\. whICh

h,ld l.....cn rl.'pe,lkd hv the h,undrv Le,l::I"l.l\llfC.

A... the N,'\, York peace rarle\ collapsed. lhlc!taln'> 01 New York' lkIlHlI;r,ltic

m.ichmc,'I ammauv Hall, called council ... III .....u. Tammanv Il·.IJn wannl-,
received the People'.... xovcmor dunng hr-, ihrcc-dav sojourn m thc rncuopoh...

wilhnm Cullln Brv.mr mtlucnnal EILnl1l' /'0'/ ...uppuncd hl~ '.IU"'I.' and the

i -w York I\:l11lll'rat.:~ ta~l·d J hU.k:l· 1n;J ...... ml'l'lm>: and a colorful parade rn hl~

honor. am-ndcd n) Democrouc ReI n'n cdmn John L.lJ Sullivan, \l \\ Era ednc.r

Ll'\1 Slamrn and ...uch pnuumcnt pohncum....I... Samuc] ] Trldcn, Eluah r t'urdv .

.md Ely Moon-.

Whipplv pH 'p, l....:J t holt t he Unucd SI;1t,· ... ('i n:ui t G )lIT! promptlv ,kud,' I he
vahdnv ot rhv I'coplc' ... Convtnunon .....·nh tbl' "tact-, III be In... t a...ccrt.uru-d hva

...unable cvnmuncv. to hi. cho-cn bv agrrvrncnt 01 rhc p.HlIl'''' . The AI~nlne Law
wuuld he ...u-pended In the tnrcnm. Out the charter guvcrnmcnr would remain in

the lull excret-e 01 their amhurn\ and rh, ..... r-on ... clamum; to l'X,TU"', .nnhontv

under the People ... Con...ntutum Iw ould onut ...uch lXt.:rU"'l ahogcthcr. lur Don
[Il accept anv .... uch propt)~I ... lor iudicral dcrcrmm.mon 01 the dispute would han'

been tarnamnum ro ...uncndcr. !)IIIT and hi ... 0rptlOl'nb were .... ell aware lIt ihc
verdict to he expected from Inn Dunce or lohn Pnman or trout Iusuccl«...cph
Storv. who would preside In vrrcuu court it Whlrpll:',~ cunprnnuw w.r-, .rcccprcd.

hXlIrl'1 7

~'Imue/ \\ ard "m~ 1 'XI'> lX~ / ,'I ,hmr >n

.... 01 tlnLa",rr r 'RhJ / "'1 rJI
\\h,~{"k<llnlXIIt /I " ..'I r I
</rJnU<lU, :n /1(.1/.1 f I~'JZ nJ rhu h "
Ih,. In(umf>, nr JurlnX Iht I. , I " tm
X/rauon ka<lm' ro rhe f)mr H. /l " n 4.

ph, /<Iun 1,\ {'Ill" I< II rh,' I ...... . , i I )t.1
~('I,rn01hiJll fI.d<l'd'Ur mmrh,.\\<.ll
'" / X/2 lind h"d 1111, I1Iledm"rr<l/II 1\'''!Illd''d
( ,Jpr"m ImrJn J</W"lh,. ,I' rlrtll /I'll <i/ht'm

Illlern! hr, 'am"'h IIlII11Jdll>n /1""" l(iI' 'II'
Ih ,Iu/" ,Jill/III( Ill,' 1>011/ /"·1..... ·"1 ril.· 1I\\
( h,' <1~ ..kt' 'IllJ Ih, 11-\1\ ~h", W"l In 1102
J.:. n~ r, ••/; L"\,,.m.. lId, () / I llmllrJJ( I"~

I hn \,4,,, I II< Rlll~ 11 n

",peCliically, [), In W;j~ rl'.ICI ln~ 10 a Sl'rle" ot ;lrrl:S1S pl'rpetr;lt,'J hy Ch,lr!l'r "it Ici,lls

.I~alllst mClTlhl·r... ut hIS ~IlH·mlllent. Thl' llr~1 \'ll"tlm W,l.~ I),Illll'l Ktnwn ,I

I'l.'urk'" rerrt:"'entali\'e lWIll N'·V.lltlrt, .... ho W.I.'" -.cI'Vl..1;1 W,Hr;Ult tor trea", >Il unJn
Ihl· Algl'nm',1u on -t ,\\.1\ anJ then feka"ed undl'r a S~,(XIO h.nl hond re ...tr.l1nm~

him lrom lun hl'r Illegal ,KI ~ ()n I....." ....ul"n'l·dln~ W) .... [lutl'\: Pe.lTce and Humn,l.,'1' III

Anlhony ...ullered an 1J.:nll..:,11 t.UI.' glvm~ e\en gTl:.Itn ur~Ulq to Ihur W.I...hmpun

Illl ...... lon. Othl'r" eh;lr,l::ed unJer Ihe Alglrllll' 'Ill mdud..:d I'l:0rk .... AlHlm,\

Cl'neral !on,lh THU"', Gl'llel,11 Trl'a"urer !o"'l'ph lo"lm. and I lUll",," Sf'l·.1ket wd·
come B. Say!.: .. A wan;lnl W.I'" 1,,~ueJ Illf IJmr hlln"dl. hUI 'hl:nlt Ro).:l'I I'l'ltcr

W;I~ unahk III snVl: the Pl'ol'k\ ~(lVl:mOT ['nur 10 I)nrr\ dQl,lfl UTl' tllf \V,bhmgtun.
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Such bold and viguftlu ... pnr-ccutum 01 rh... Algennc L aw h\ the chan cn n -,dunng
Dorr's ab-cncc caused manv modeTdte o r urmd "'ullr.lg r"'h III abandon the GlUM:

and resign their IIlIlce ... Dorr wa kept Info rm ed ot thc...c dcvclopm...m-, and h...

knl.'\" that nma-rul r, Ul11crmcasurc ere c-scnnnl up.In hi.. return II lusgovernment

.... J .. to survive. <.;mco:rch cun vmc J bcvond douht thJt he ....a~ ih ...·I ...-grumnr...

~u\· ...mot . Don dccid...·J Ih,H a gllnJ oii...usc wa.. th... ht."t den-usc agam... t th...·

..tubborn chanc r rcgllnc.

I. " S
It I,lt I hIli th dnc nu 1/' lJ'hl
P ,,,.. 1<1 I , (wl/h,h I 1/1 "'I,,
1'/ n' I" d"" /o,,1<'>n l It'I< II/ "r \ilUlh

( Imllll I ,j u ,,,,~ Ih", 1<l1e null/lu"", 1
, 1''' 11 Ik ln nl" ,Imlu \\'nll: "",t/"t"
I I' /' r, '1,1, m II! J,~.Ji), arll l '!H'({·,Ie Li r" dl,·
1'1' 11/<'11< I wi" n 1\ illi<lm H, fill I lm n " '/l
dl,d aU,., ,,,,k "Ill Il!'Jll/!Jw"U" .. "
q aUll< It \ ' /f.~lllI <! n 1'1"1.., 11 <1.1 In "., "II, )/" i ll,

qal," Il.dlh \ I,'\\" WI/ It l in' /1" ' " ,II 'H utl,, 'rn
,1,wl'll"I,la , 1, '<1 ' " I 111' 1/f,,·.-Ii"11 / h" ' I ~ h 111'
r, I~'"" I" Iii, ,,11<"/" hl.md «,ml" I <il ,al
I I, d I',,'h {, 'I,'m", l' tn l: 'Illd { ,,,, ~·tn(J/

P"rr hi'" I~JI" I "'m"d, "'/It'" Inl/allll
,111.1" " I rill "<1Itlll~ "<I' r ,,111m ,md f"t
rh.. " .I t<l l xm I mlllem Ih!' m" r p,u,l III

u, \U,h,tnlllh,lI,ulpt"'ndlu,lIr,,,
n III 1\\"'/'/<1<lndl hn( (<llh I l h I f

pt, ,I, nr flul ~<lrt <l'C ,h" Il 'h Hh ,Jt't" Iurl'l/! m l" I . , ( urI
,rl 11" tI (m:",

An cr a rousmg Tnnuuanv ......-nd-on, and wnh pnmu-c III a rm ed ..upport ringing In

hi s e.ar- . Thomas DOff travel ...J hv boat 10 Storurunon . Connccncut . and then

proceeded overland hy ..pcctul tram III Providc-ncc. Amvmg at IO:O(J a.m Mondav,

16 Mav, h...· entered a W,lltlllg coach-and-tour and rodc, trruruphantly in a I'TOC ...·..·

con oi twelve hundred ch ...cnnx men, onc-tift h »t th ...·m anncJ, to th... hom... 01

Bumngton Anthony on ,I fl~"" ot land called Fcdcml l nu In rhc wes t "Ide 01 th ...· cnv

I tcrc. "tnugucd and ruvcrcd with du...t," .I~ tillr· uccuunr rq1' mcd. Don uddrcs--cd

the crowd. Hrandlshll1g;1 sword In the com ...... nt hi'" 'rn·ch. he warn ...·d agalmt the
consequence- III tcdcral mtcrrcrcnvc with hrs gov ... mmcru and vuwcd that he W,I"

wIJ1ln~ to die with lu-, ..word In hand II n...ed he to vust.un the r...oplc's Consruu .

non . Thcn, h.ivuu;c-,t;lhll ..h...d a hcadquancrs ,II rh ...· Anthony house, h... ho:~.m to

tormulare plan... ttl ...nsurc the ...uprc macv 01 hi" ~mio:rn lTlcnt, In a proc lamanon, he

prormsed he, h lllllWl'P, ma........ I\ e Ilut..ide ~Urplln In the n cnt 01 tcdcra! mtervennon.

' t he y who have been In ...t to a-k a...... tstance trom abroad. ' It declared. "ca n have no

reason HIcomplain III am elm"-.....ucnce, which m.lY ...-n..uc . VOWing that ' nt. tunhcr

arrc... t ... under tht' \."., 01 palOs and po:naltl ...s [t h... Algnlnc La ·] wdl ho: po:nnltl ...·J,
h... dlTeCl...d hi'" nllhU.11tJ pa'\cm ...nlllre ...m ...m III thi' 'd...,tt· tahk · m ...asur\.·.

Flit:... 01 Don .... ere gr....llh J l.1rm d hv hi'" dl't em1lllallOn and nravado; " hI,: loo k...d

I11me like a Ilend thJn a man," aid o ne apprch...n"'IVl· oh"'CTver. Excit ...m cnt dnd

t...n ..lon re.lehl·d a It·\t·r pitch o n the lollowlnK d.l\" wh...·n mur... than "'lXtv .Hml·d

[)orrlte~ raid ...·d Ihe I'rm-·ld nec armory 01tht· Umt\.·J Tram III Artillery .md ",,,,·Izl·d

wllh no rl·... I..la IK...· t .....o R volutlonary " 'aT c.mnon.. th'H h;lJ h...en co nli ...t:<ltl·d

lrom Burgoyne;1\ S;n,ltog,l The iiddpIlTl'" (1ll11l u" thl'!T ,Immuninonl Wl'Tt'

tT;m ... pon",'d to Ft'\kT'll llil1, who:re Dlln 'lIld hI'" Illost Toldieal adher ...nts Wl'rl'

tllr1l1ul'1Ilng rl.lIls tll raptUT..., th... .... t;II...· ilr.......n,d on CT'11l"'1l11l Street adjacent tll th ...·
Ikxter T r;ll tllng en lunds. Ik pue ... trClHUlU'" unjt'ct 11m.. lrom more lllndl'lal ... ,11lJ

g",·m cl ~llttr;lgl"'l prot ...·...... llll1al ,l1ld trad",·slll... n. Ill,my oj thl' ltl\-\,'er-cl'ls'" memher ...

01 th · sutlr.lgl· ranv-t.mner..., hou...ewnF,hts. shol·l1l;lker ... , lih1ck~milhs , 'ttln... ·
n1.ls0ns , dnd t<KtllrV h.mJ... - wen: now rl'.Hh- III iighl lllr th ... ""qu,ll poliuc.ll nght ...

that th ...v had loudly d...m;md d. DOlT later lu l1h...d hIS viokm (;our~... hy ...xpLlm ·

109 thJt " to ..uhl1llt to an drr t, and to thl' hr akur 01 tht' j:;ll\"...mment . without

,10 eHort In It" h...h.lll would ha\"... ho:en 10 the gcnl'ral Oplnltln and 10 I.let J

dishonurahle ahJndonm...nt til lh ... mean~ apIYTently plae... JI nw JI"ptl"-.ll, tn

m.untaln m\" o",n, dnd Ih... tl~t .. cntru..ted HI my kn·rln,l;.

Earlv on th... evening 01 I 7 ,\ 1a) a cuunulot WJr pa· ... ld...·d OVl'r hy Don d...cldt,d t\ I

JttJck th... ar ......nal , J ......pl1e th ... admonltltm.. 01 ...... \·cral m...urg ...nb. At tWIl o 'cluck

the lullnwing mllnung thl' rdll·ls dTTl\" ...d With th ... t ....'{) cannons at th...· Cran... lOn

SUl'et Armory. whIch th ...... luund ~TTl..tln...d hy tw o hunJr...d m...n. Colonel lohn

Wh ...c1cr, the DOffn ...s ' Ildd commander lwho~e InrCl' had dwmdkd tn 2\-l hy Ihl'

z... ro hour!, demanded the ..urTl·nder ui thc annllrv In the n:nnt' 01 tht' Pcoplc '"

guvemllr. \\·h ...n Olh lllel Hlllt.1g... t of th... ch,lnl'r millti.l is...ued .In .1damam rclu ....ll .

I '>tIfT autLlCillu..ly (lrderl-tlhi.. c;mn(ms tll he dischargl'll. f(lnunatdv th ... illg-dampcned

powder caused lhl' old rdlCs In mish rl'. When the c.l1lnollS I'likd. tht' nC"ll'~Cf'"

quickly dispersed. and DllTT. with 'I Ill... r... handlul ot st'lunch adhl'll'llt ..... r... trl,;lll·d
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fhn Law ami () rdn cencaune ,h"...., 1>0,,\
return to l'nwidcnc e on ."'fondal· It. ,\1<1\ '

lIW2 aner hI' /til' It> l\",n hm Xlon and ,':el<'
l'mk Em bold"m'd to\" ul len 0/ milnorv
>Upp"rt 'rum Tammany Hall, Ih,' Prop/e\
grW("f/ll I / /lud """,,,1JC un choroctcnst n: ally
militant f"n 0' Po" wen' gre ,Hk alarmed
I,\,hi, .ietcrmmatwn and " r<l~·,~ ,I", "11<'

'""ked more hk.' </11<'11.1 th,m <I mdn, \<liJ
"m' apptehenstvc ub,,' r\"Ct Rill' Colleawn
'RUI X.l II
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to Federal HIlL Amvtng at his headquarters. he receive..d an addmonal jolr: elev en 0 1

his k~slators had resigned because oi hiS resort to violence. Shortly th ereafter.
with charier torces in c111!'>l' pursuit, Dorr 11t'd across the stale hne mt o exile.

The arsena l fi,l"co was the death knell III the Durrm- GIUSe, hut DOIT rctu ....:d to

accept rhc mcvuable. From New York he wrote that the People's Consutuuon,
"being founded in righ l and rusnce, cannot he overthrown bv a failure oi .um", or
hy rhc rCSIKIl.UlOn oi [hu~' elected to office under . the dutv to rnamtuin It "

Le!>" than a week aner rhc arsenal raid, former president Andrew lackson ... idcd
with Dorr : "The people arc the sovereign power and agreeable 10our vvvtem,
they have a nght 10alter and amend th eir sy... tern otGovernment when a
majority wills n . as a majoru }" haw a ri~1 to rule ."

On 2.'1 Mil)', Dort's close nssocl.uc Aaron White conveyed to the stubbom

People's governor a mort: rcahsnc rncssaxc: " Your idea of usmg force must hl'
abandoned cnnrclv, the re is no hope in that remedy now , I verily believe 111.H If
you were to come on wnh I ,IX)() men 10 aid the Suffrage Part y just now . you
would have to light suf frage men, IUSI!'>tJ completely have th e minds ui many
been turned bv recent rmsfonuncs . . I can hardly find a ..uttrage man in the
city with whom 10advise or consult. <;(1 comple tely have we been defeated.

Governor Kin!:. and his adv isers, now felt that they mu... t cxcrcr..c constant
vigilance 10 preclude another Donne challenge In the Law and Order govern ­

rncrn. Moderate.. on both "Ilk·.. firmly believed that timely concessions in the
form of ,I new constnutum could defuse the Rhode Island powder keg: "We must
have tree sllftr,l~e ur civil war, " lohn Brown Francis observed. .IOU John Whipple,
RIchard Randolph, William Spr;l~lte, and other le'ldin): politicians agreed. During
late MilY and Iunc IS..n, vigorous ...upprcs-aon oi radicalism and modest conces..
"illn'> to reform became the .;!rall'ln· IIi Kin!:. '.; admuusnauon Arrests 01defiant

~~ -'I"''"'"--''-'--=-_~'-- -=='=:=:=''__-P-_--'
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~uiira~IM~under the Algennc Law continued; .Ippeal~ were made to neighbonng
governors for Dorr's apprehcn..ion and rendition, and a reward 01 one thousand
dollars was ntfcrcd tor his capture. new militia cornparuc-, were chartered and
drilled, many loval unns ....'en: grvcn gcncrou.. fundmg, and suspect cumparuc..
were purged or disarmed (two had their chan cr... vacated]. Mcanv..htlc, several
further appeal .. were made to I'n:sldent Tyler lor pnnectum.

The repeated requl·..r, lor tederal mrervenuon w ere prompted by ovcrreacnon to
the bluster oi local radical.. and King's acceptann' 01 exa,l!,gcrated rumors about
Dorr's plans and movcmcru.., On 27 May, Senator Sprague erroneously reported
nom Washington tha t "Do n IS organizin..: an army [(I • pilla..:e Providence."
Te n Jays lat er he rtu-aakenlv con tended that " there ts an effort by Don and bv ,I

large nu mber o f desperate men out of the "tate to invade II and to take PO .... l· ..•

sio n of it at all hazard... ."

On 2HMay, T yler confessed he wa .. "s low to believe" till' imminence 01 armed

invasion in Rhode Island. hut he di rected Fort Adams cornmandam Colonel
lam es Bankhead, Secretary of War loh n C. Spencer. and Daniel Weh~ te r to

investigate the suuanon . An anon ym ous l'mlS";UY scm by Wl' hstl'r to Rhode
bland reported on " Iunc that "Governor King .md hiS counci l alone oi <1 11
Intel ligent persons with whom I consulted. tea r an eruption upo n them 01 .m

armed force to be collected In other states. The sUPP'"ition that Rhode leland
i ... to be invaded hy .1 forersn force, when that fllfo..' would neither heled nor
lollllwcd by any con"'ldl'r.lh\enumber u l the r~..oplc oj the State, dOt'S nut seem. 10

"<1V the least . a very rea>,tln;ihk one." 11\1.... report prevented issuance 01 a prepared
presidential proclarruuon commandmg "all In...urgent .... . and all persons connected
with vuch msurrccuon to dl...pcr-,c," and It led to a reducuon In the gamson al
Fon Adams from ,\01 to 190 on 17 Jun e. Nevenhele....s, fear an d apprchcnsron

persisted throughout the month 01 lun e, lor Don had indeed determined to

return- not 10 figlu . hu t ttl reconven e the Peo ple's k~I .... latu rc on a lulv.

For his a..scrnbly session Don chose Chcpachcr ;u Village in th e nonh wc..tern
town of G loces ter, handy to the Connect icut borde r and accessible to the
friendly mill villages of Srnnhtic ld and Curn bc rlnn d, where wurking-cln-,s

suppo rte rs uf reform could still he relied upon to de fend the People's gove rn ment.

Th e basis of rebel powe r had ...hif tcd northward by June, and the rcmai mng

suffragist leadership wa... more plebeia n in charac te r.

Do n moved with case through ad jacent Co nnect icut in the days precedi ng he,
return, freely visumg No rwich, Killingly, and other towns, since Democ ratic
governor Chauncey Cleveland was sympathet ic ttl thl' rebel C;lUSC. In the eyes 01

Law and Order men, Cleveland had made Cormccncur "the Tcxa..of New England."

In anticipatio n of the arrival of the People '.... governor on 15 lunc, pm..Dorr rallie ....
were held at variou s pomrs in northern Rhude Island lrom Chepachet to

Woonsock et to Dia mond Hill . New militia units formed. bearing names that
onen reflected the ment alit y of their organizers-Don '.. Invincihles, Johnston
Savages, PaSCO..1KRIPh"Uh, Glocester volunteers. Pawtucket lnvmciblcs. 01.1·

mond Hill Volunteers, and Harm onious Rcpnlcs. Sutfra~lsts held rmluary dril l...
and stoc kpiled supplies. Arme d night patrols runmcd the north ern hl l!,hway~,

attempted raids on charte r munit ion depots In Warren anJ Providence, .mJ I
threatl'n cd another cllllfrontatio n.

Th e ch arte r gOVl'mment had prepared well lor Don'... return, pllli ti cally and
militarily. In resplm ....c to severa l town petit ions anJ town mcetmJ; resolves, on
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ai'i 'W AS that swa te little lump of Tom Dorr.
1!)Tha t so nate ly could break through the law,

An d could ra ise such ;\ ro....·
By the wag of his pow,

And such crowds at his heels he could dra w
W ith his jaw.

Och a ewate chap WOb Governor Dorr.

H e kn ew how to govern .:I. state
In a way that was new and first · rate.

And the vote s in his day
w ere all our own wa)" ,

An d the way we did hrag wa... so great,
Och f was swa tc .

W hen we and T om Dorr ruled the state.

And to please the dear pecple-c-tbat's u..­
He kicke d up a beautiful fu!>!! ,

Och wc;:'d plenty nf moh!'>
An d some swatc little job!»

T o rob Alger ines in Ihe muss.
A lit! no WOI !»C.

Though for law we d it!llo l care ,1 (' u r ~ l· .

Then he mustered us all in his ra nks,
And promised us .. beauty and banks,"

But Algerines came
\Vith guns, swords and flame,

And our hero he took to his shanks,­

Small thank ~

Did we get 's tead of .. bea uty and banks"

FIgure22
Thaugh h"t"nurh ut the tnm Rd'e//um have
Ignllled or ~lIghled Ihl" ,mpmtana of <Inll·

fn~h Catholic ....nllment thmughollt tht,
comrrl\"t'rw. Ihe cvrdcnce i nvc rwhetmmg
that nat/l'l\m ....U\ u den,/vl.' U'f't'C1 ol/he
nm,uflItlrmal drama Tht nmnt'dwn he·
t lt'oL' n 0,,11 end the ,mall hilt tupldh ' growIng
Irnh CutholK commUnllj' " _'utmud In IhH
poem Nanonallv the tn-n.Amencon prC'~

tmed up WIth Don. "It I' OUT own lI"rot Rule
qUl."/wn In Rho..Jt "lund." a'~cr/('d Iht Tm th
Telle r /Se ..... York CII\'j In an Uri/de
uphoJdJng /he reuvm CUII'e CUIiTfew ni lhe
lcdm Huv tsbra rv, Ilrnad"Jt Dw""m

Still T om is a hero full grown,
And dear to the hear ts of his Own,

He's bee n true as steel,
As we all of us feel,

For when he was bal ked of hi" r"un-
W hy he run.

Ju st a!> an)' of us would ha\'e done.

Shun~ Tom i!> a broth of a 00)",

The S vartans and Buuenders joy
An d we'll flog him J:entaiJI.\'
W ith fist or $hillal~

Who rinds in his do in/:s a 11.1w,

The n hurrah '
Fur our jewel is Ccvemor Dcrr.
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Kin~ and hi s milita ry ddv i~cr~ were In be t equal to then tack. ior t he threa t irom
Dorr was greatly exagge rated . On 2.\ Iunc the charter governor Issued orders ior
mi lita ry mobilizauon that d irected the state's sout hern rruh n a com panic·~ and
selected independen t command!' to assem ble at Providence. West Pointer wrlham

Gi hhs McNeill lan army engineer and a bu ilder oi the Providence and Stonmeon

Railroad )arrived from his home in Storu ngton to assume command of this torcc,
which was specially formed to do banlc with Dorr . ln crcaung t he new army. Kin~
and his council d isregarded t he eXI~t m,; ... tate militia division, much oi which wa ...

poor ly organized and whose J.arJ,:est comronern-c-rhe second bngade of Provid..-ncc
Coumv-c-contained many Don sympathizers. Ma jor General McNeill"s terce
consiste-doi loyal militia uruo hom the southern counncs. several efficient
chartered commands, and some newly created volurnc-er companies. Eh ..ha Dyer
was its adjutant Kc-ncral and Dorr's brother-in-law, Samuel Ames, its quartcrmas­
ter. By Saturday. 2S June , when the General Assembly proclaimed mart ial law
throughout the state, ht:twt'"t.111,:ilXl and .V D ) trtltlp" had ......sembled in Providence.

While this rapid and diluent moluhzanon was transpmng 10 Prov idence, the
suiird~lsts, com manded h)· Colonel Henry O 'WoH. has tened to defend Chcpachc-t
hy fornfying Acm e 's Hill. an e ighty-illt)l nsc oi land at the southeastern end Hi th e
village over looking the road frum Providence. At 2:00 a.rn . on 15lune, Dorr
appea red wit h BIg Mike Walsh of New York and approximately a dozen members
of Walsh 's "Spanan Band ," d political ~mJ,: of mi litants and rowdies lrom New
York 's notori ous FiVL' Poinrs ghe uo. T he People's governor soon esrabhshed

headquarters at Sprague's Hotel. reviewed the troops, co nducted an inventory oi
supplies (some of which had come from Ne w York, Connecticut, and Massdch u­
scnsl, and issued a ca ll for reconvening hrs Genera l Assembly on .r July.

Estimates of the size of th e force that gree ted Dorr at Chepache t vary , ran,;in,: as
high as 1,000 men . Of th is num ber many Wt·(C merely specta tors, vi lla~L'f<', ur
un armed sympathizers. Others who carne wnh arm s dispersed wh en news 0 1

King 's ma ssive mobiliznnon filtered in to C hepachet. By Monday, 27 June, only
22S courageou s diehards remained, and no legislators had heeded Dorr's ca ll. At
this junc ture, urged hy s uch visi tors as lus father and DUlce Pearce, Dorr dec ided
to disband hi s small, undcrprcvi sioncd military guard, and at ..f :OO p.m . he sent a
copy of the dispersal order to Walt er S. Burges wuh instructions to print it in th e
trovidcnce Express, th e sll/frag.., dail y. Early that evening Don had.., good.bv..' III

his supporters and went into exi le for th .., second and final time. He spent thut
night in nearby Thom pson, Con nec tic ut, ,H the vernon Snlcs Inn . Ulumnclv,
with the pric e on his head rniscd to fin- thousand dollars, he found refuge m New
f lampshire undr-r th c· PTl l(..x uve care of Dcmo cmuc governor Henry Huhhnrd and
Congressman Edmund Burke.

B)' the time 01 DOff'Sdepa rtu re, Cvncral t.1cNe ill had organized and equipped his
force, now tota ling over ,\,.:;00. Seve ral edva nc... units marched toward the enc'my
wt th plans 10confront DOIT,II C h..-pachct , occupy Woon-oc kcr, and CUt off any retreat
into .\\a..........achuse ns or Connect icut. To preven t OIlIT'SMasSilchus..-ns sym r,uhi;:cf<,
from reenforcing his Chepachet garrrson, the Kcn u ..h Guards oi Warw ick and East

G reene....i.ch deployed at the Pa....-tuckct Bn d...:e OVCT the Blackstone Rive r. where rhev
joined the Pawtucket and Ce ntral Falls VOIUntl'ers, and some Ci ty Guards defendc·d
rhc lndia Pouu Bridge over the Seekonk . To deter porcnual Co nnecticut interlop•cr-.
th e West erly Infant ry patrolled the statc's southwestern border along rh..·
Pawca tuck Rivcr.

Culonel William Brown's mam strike iorce hdd encam~d at c'reenvtlk 10

Smi thfield, midway bet .....een Pwvldencc and Chepachet, when a chartt'r patrol
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fJgu n ' 23,
Aila Chid 111\!tvc '01, Duriec ,~enten("a!

f)"rr t" Ide Iml'rj,~,}//meIll " a l hard labor
rn ,cpara/C conimemcnt' lo r h/;.:h (l emon
ll/1m/l.\1 Ihc sune. lllrbaiHlf>n df"rl ' {Will;':

up hmh IV/lhm Rhode hl,md dnd in
nc/;.:hbulI1lX ~ 1 <11C,~ In Iii.}.} f)orr\ «IU,~"

became ~(I ropulat !hdl a Pell100,1I tc
UlIllp,llgn ,/t'Xdll e xtolled til,. nrtu,.,~ of
- /'o lk. lrallos. and DOT! .. Recau,w,' o' ihe
great national OUltH' '1,~alll'l Ihe hursh­
ne.~~ of hll sentence. f)",r wa,~ {reed in

fullt' 184S. hUI h.' nmllllued !J1.~ <fU(',~1 for
vmdtcatnm III Ille tedcrol coun-: MOllev
Wll" raised lor Ihl,\ !Hlgal/'!ll bv m eh
mcanw ,I" rhe lilli, of tin-; "'Olllr LJI'<"Jdllflll

,)/(I('k "' ThI.~ 1,~\ lJ(-' de/un-I'd the COS! of

filmg Thomas IV On" 1', Rhode '~I<IIld.

Dons ()WlI appe,J! fnt <l W/H of error em hi,
(reason nJ/lI'I(l!(!11 and a parallel case to

lu/her I', Horden . Cou rte'.\" of rhe fohn
11m' LJh l<1 rV, Man u lcJJp r f)w!-Smn

This ~ucie tJ' i~ IJe~\'erill~ ill th ei r enoet-, to earr,\ th" ea~e uf thi~ ~I.Illl:\ ,

aga in!ll Gov. DORR, h.\' writ of Error, 10 the Nuprl"lJI~ L'ollr l of th e United
StotC!l. Thc So(·i('tf lmve issu ed " ~I'rip ('a l l ,~d th e 'I)oll :~ I~ihc rali oll Stoek , '

being Ce r ti licoles f,lr defra :~;j ll~ th e e "'l't' IN·S of th e tll'fenc,' of th e suit of

GOY. nORM. Th e Nel'if' hea r -c a n inlllrcs~ fr um :l l)a;:; ,wrl' ol~'llc liken ess of
HoY. I)OKR . and is olT~rl'd ill illull" oft en cents. lind one dolhu-, IU IlI llIoJ be
had of th e officer" of th e So t·iet,". The fri"lId" of tlnu Ilcr~l' clllt'd a nd euffee­
ing man are rC!ojJl'l'lfllll)' lnvne.l to buy th e Stock ill !llId l " lI m", a", they may
choo!le,- paJ for it U!I th e)' take it . and becom e \"t'IHl el'll of it on th e ir ewn

'U'oCOIlOt. for the benefit of Jnnoceuce and adv ersity struggling with nrhit ra r)"
I',owrr.

Mrs. .-\. H. LOltH. l'I"'sidenl.
l'-Irs. J . C. 1).-\ "IS, ' ·i,',· "res illen t.
L . J , FHLLETT. It el'ording Secretary,
If, .I. DI~S~IOH E, (;nrre ' ,N,,,r1ill£' .....,

Wn.nF.R WIIEATON. Tru"'lIrer
ST£l"UEN Co, KF.NVON, Sll r-e t ~ .

apprehended the messenger carrying Don's order to disnanJ and rhc acrnrnpanying
letter to Walter Burges. Colonel Edwin Hazard hmught them to lIurgl.'s, who rend
his mend's parting missive: " Reli eving that a rnaiontv of th e people who voted tor
the cons titution are opposed to its further support by miluarv rne.ms," Don had
written, " I have directed that the milita ry here assembled be disnusscd", hope ­
fully, he had added, "no impediments will he rhmwn in the way ot the return ot
ou r men to their homes." Hazard then carried the urdcr-c-mcant tor publication in
th e b;pre.~ ,'-!ll General McNeill, who cunkrrcd with King, his councillors,
M;tyor Burgess, and Colonel Bankhead. These men decideJ to dcluv publication
until Colonel Brown's force cou ld "captu re" DOlT's Ion and apprehend as man y
"combatants" as possible. Sueh a danng victory, they reason ed, would discoura).;e
any future forceful effort against the charter governmen t Th ey ordered Brown III
advance swittly the same evening, bu t a severe rainstorm delayed hun until (dlO

a.m. on 2K June, when he moved out in company with some federal oHici.lls and
other dignitaries, including Whig potentate Thurlow Weed, an udviscr to New
York governor Williams Seward.

Several sufiragist~ heading hack to l'rovidcncc, North l'mvidcncc. or [ohnstnn
were seized by the Law and Order urmy en muu- ({) Chepachet. Th en, arcnrdmg to

Colonel Brown's report , cha rter troops "stormed the insurgent tornticat ron " on
Acme 's Hill at 7:4~ ,1.111 ., sustammg no casualties, luhi lam and rowdy miIII i.irncn
searched and looted homes and stores in and around th e vill;lge, rans,leked
Spra/-.,'Ue's Hotd, forayed thrnugh the adj,lccnt countryside, and wok a total oi a
hu ndred prisoners, whom they suspected of disloyalty . Thest· clptives and others
seized elsewhere were harshly treated. harassed, incarcerated in crowded, llnsalll­
tal)', and poorly ventilated cells , and dellied th eir ciV Il nghts,
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By 21uly all of McN eill' s troops ~14lJ returned home and resumed civ ilian pursu its.
O n a July-the dan- scheduled for rcconvcnmg the ext inct People's Iq~i s l a t u re­

Providence militiamen turned nut In a massive parade to celebrate their victory.
On the followmg dav Ge neral wm ncld Scutt , the nation 's hrghcsr.rankmg military
officer , congratulated General McNeill ior such "admirable success, wi thout
federal a id, in the suppression oi domestic violence. Rhode bland has covered
he rself with ,I1;lory, and may well be termed the great conscrvatnx of law and order."
Though martiallaw conunucd unul HAU,i.,'\lst and over three hundred mdiscnmtnarc
arrests and irregular mtcrrogauon, occurred dunng Its operation, the Dorr War
had ended; the freemen had prevailed.

In late IS.t2, after Dorr", second ili~t, the triumphant Law and Order party
convened another consutunonal convcnuon. This was the gathcnng that framed
the present state consntuuon. To a degree thl' demands 01 reformers were met; the
new document contained a hill of right ... , paved the way lor eventual esrabhshmem
of an independent iud.ciarv, shghtlv dmurushcd the power oi the Asscmblv, and
provided ior a iauly equnable apportionment of ItS House 01 Reprcsen ranvcs.

Anhur ,\tty MU"-"I)", the tirst major hrsnman 01 the Don w ar, calls tlus Instrument
"liberal and ....'ell-adapted to rhc need... 01 the state," hut hiS app raisal ncglcct-, one
important Item: the IR.t2 consti tution established a SU.t freehold ...uurage
qualification for nauuahzcd citizens, and thrs restriction, not removed until I HHH,
was the most blatant instance of pohncal nnnvivm found in .my state consuruuon
III the land. Th is fact cannot heovc rcmpha...izcd. It furn ishes the cent ral theme in
Rhodc Island pohncal history from Ili.t2 until rhc pa.......ge 01 the twent ieth amend­
ment to the stare consu ruuon in )92R. The stranglehold on the state St11atL' (one
..cnator from each town regardleo, oi its popula non l that the 18.t2 docu ment gave
to the rural tow ns is a lso a 1.lct of paramoun t importance. and it remained so at
leas t um il the "Bloodless Revolut ion " III ]\)3....

The new const itution was overwhelmingly rat ified in November 18·-1.2 by ,I tally
of 7,Ol.t to :'11, and 11 became effective in Ma y IH.t,t Despite the margin 01
victory, the turnout was meager, fur there we re more than 23,000 adult male
citizens in the state. Th at the opposi tion, In mute protest, retrained irom ballot­
mg explains in pan the constuuunn's npet hcnc recep tio n and (he lopsided vote.

His spirit crushed hy the adopt ion of the r uuvistic suffra.l:e clause and the
gubem atonal triumph uf 1,1)11L's Fenne r, his urchnvnl and a eonscrvauv c old-line
Democ rat, DOH returned to Providence In October 18.t3 to surrender. lrn mcdi­
etelv arrested and jailed un ti l Pchruary IH.t.t. he was prosecuted under the
Algen ne Law fur treason a,l;<linsl the state, In a m al oi less than tw o weeks he
was found guihv Ily a iurv composed cn u rclv of pohncal opponents. Denied a
new trial , he wac ...cmence d to ha rd labor In sohtal)' con fmement ior life . Dorr
-e rvcd nne year Hi rhis -crucncc before Covcmor Charles lack son-celcctcd on a
"l ibcranon" platform-c-au rhorucd hi s rclca ......,.

Th e verdict and, especially, the sentence agollnst Thomas Dorr outraged his supporn-r-,

and t roubled his more moderate opponcrus. some 01whom were motivated hy
humane teehngs and others by fear oi rohucal repercussions. A... early as 22 !\\a y
18·12 John Brow n Freno ... had a ...ked rhe to rically, "Why ma ke a martyr (If t his
patricide;" Th e wisdom ot that question would soon become pamfullv evident to

the forces of law and order.

T he react ion to Den's Imprisonment was qune predictable. ior during the
rebellion itself the national press hold dl<.;wnl-J the nature ot the contlict lor parnsan

,



vz NO TEMPEST 1:".1 THE TEAPOT 'Ill IlORR e eee t r. to rc

gam. \\'h~ papers thruughout the country had pruec-J Covernor King's admuu-aranon

for Its courageous ..rand ag;llml radrcah ..m and anarchy, while the northern

De moc ratic orga ns simphsncallv depicted the struggk as one between progn-cave,

enlightened Democrats I..:J by DOH and rcacuonarv wlugs. The sub-aanna l
De mocrat ic conmbuuon 10 the cause tit lnw and order, wh ich had been SUPIX1rtL'd

by extremists such as thtl~e 01 the Arthur Fcnncr-willtam Gihh" clique and bv
modera tes like Sp rague, Franc is, and Potter, was rgruucd, A~ Franci s remark,..J m

IX-ll , "The course: 0 1all the papers ha.. been ml;lmuu~---ctlimngpohucal capital

out oi our blood." ,\1o..t notable and endurmg 01 IhL'~' national tulmmanon.. wa ..

the epic deba te on political rhcorv .....aged in the page" 0 1 the ncmccrau c Ren el"
during I841.··B bet w ccn former suffrage aguator Ore~te~ Brownson, who dctcndcd
the mmonranan pnnciplc.. oi law and orde r. anJ the RCI' IC\,J., editor, John L.
O 'Sullivan, a longtime mend ot Dorr who ..upported the m.nornanan docmnc ot
popular con..t ttuent sovereignt y.

In !l:\-W , a presrdcnnul clcctum vcar, DOH'S pligju agam became ,gfbt tor the
polruca1mill under the banner 01 " Po lk, o.I1la.., anJ DOTT," Even before DOTT'"

trial the propaganda value 01 the: cpoodc became apparent to Democrat, III RhoJL'

Isla nd and elsewhere. On I FetJfII;IT\' IX·U tho: General Avcemblv'v {\\'L'ntV-"IX.

member Democranc rnmontv-c-cvcn senator.. and crghteen rcprc-cnranvc-, hom

..even towns 10 Providence Couruv and the sen.nor lro m Iamesrown-c-c m a
memorial to the Unucd St.lIL'~ Hou ..e Ilt Rcprc..cmanvcs requcstmg Congrc-, .. to

inquire lOW the "rmcrtcrcnce" bv Ty ler 11\ Rhode Island artnr-, iro m Apnlrhrough

[une 1~1.. Local Do rmcs a1 .... l challenged the nght oi Rcprcscruanves HL11TVCranston
an d Elish a Potter, lr., 10 rhcu ~e,lt~ 11\ Congre:..s and requested that t he Hon-e
apply the fede ra l guarantee c1;IU~e rd;lII ng to" " republican Iorrn ot govemmcm"
(Art icl e IV, Section ~ l III favor of the legltlmacy Ilt the People's Const uuuon.

On 19 Februa ry, DOH'~ New Ham p..lure protector, Congressman Edmund Burke ,
pres ented the Rhod e l- dand memuri.t] to the Dcmocrcuc-comrollc d House. where

it was de bat ed at le ng th an d then print ed and re ferred ro a trvc .man committee

ch ai red hy Bur ke h imsel f. Att n -cvcruccn ~eS"lllOs a m a jority report W.IS prepa red

and adopt ed hy the th n-c Dcmoc r.us on the panel, Burke, Ccorgc Rath bun (New

York] anJ fohn A McC ll'rn ,mu Il1I inll is), Sl,IVL'·..r.He Wh i~s [.ICOO Preston and fohn

Causin, hilth of Ma ryland. "Uh"l'lj lll'tHly cornpilcd a muumtv report vindica ting Tyll'f
and the Law and Order part y, a course 01acuon recom mended hy Wil liam

Goddard eve n hcfnn- rbclturke commi ttee hold h..:gun It~ lO\T ..t1gallon, because
Goddard knew tha t the "rllnSOrS of the memorial hoped " to make the RhnJl'

Island Oucsuon rmc lit the mam 1.... uc.. III the approachmg prcsidcnnul election."

BlIrke's Report , as th e ll1 ;ljnnt y hUd ....'a.. c.lI1o:J , W;l'o iar lrom n('utral; its ii r..t

pnnted pa~c, the fm n ti spll'ce , JISp];IYl'd.1Il l'ngr,1\Td J.Igu":ffl'mype 0 1 "T. \\ '.
Don, Ina ugmate J G m 'o:mor o f Rhodl' 1..lanJ . 1\1ay J , II'H. " From thdt POllll

on ward , thmu~ eighty ,slx r.lgl,.. o l toml.l l COllclU"IOo;. .md nearly a t hou~.mJ

more oi Jocumems, deptl..1tIOn~ , court rL'l·ord....mJ Vlltlllg Ii~ts , the re["'Cm urhdJ

the philosophy o i D OTTl..m , een sufl-J Wh ig rrt'",dl'nt John T\'ler ior " m te ri..:n ng,"

and criticizl'd RhnJe bland "AI.l:erlll l·~" lor theIr Imcdul rl'..hldnce to r opul.u
co ns tituent ..... IH·le ignty. DOTT and hh a....Ocl;Jtl'S lu m i..hL,J Burke with hl~ Jocu .

menta l)' l'v idence, and lonner RhnJ..: b land <;uttr,l,I:lst editor Bemamin F. Haiku

OtJtalll l'J Jepn~ltinns from wltne~..L'S to the l'\'em~ ot !l:\.l1 ·42. Devtltw.. oi law

and order, allegmg unfoundeJ L'{lngre~slllllalimermcddlin~WO:Tl.. uncnnpcrall\'e.

Law and Order ~o\"Cmm Jaml'S Fenner e.lu~lIcdlly ( lh~e T\' l'd that "a more \'lllam­
ous husiness never wa~ eml'rt,llned hy the lI nu ..... "
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\\'hil t" the Hou...l· conducted ItS invc...ti~lt IOn ,

afiam, In Rhode Island continued tranquil.
except for a pennon CIrculated bv Irish leader
Hcnrv f. Duff and other naturalized Rhode
bl.1nJcrro and sent 10 Congresc In April 1!4-l
TIm, pennon allq..red that the stare .. nc w

suffrage law dcpnvcd the pennoncrs of th crr
proper pr ivileges as citizens of the Unncd
SUtl'S ht."C3USC it required that natural ized
citizen s own real estate In order to von- hut
imposed no such standard on the nanvc-bom.

Burke unquesnonablv made a -mccrc attempt 10 vmdicatc the philosophy ol
equal rights, which he him ..ell e'ipoused; lust as surely, both Burke and Don m­
tended and timed th e repon-e-five thousand copies wer e printed in rune IX·U-to
discredit wluggcrv and bolster the Democrat ic cause In th e presidential election

oI I K4~. Burk es Rl'f'ort I" still the most
valuable published source on the Dorr
Rdll:lhon, bn u was al.... , a political campaign
document , On ce the elccnon had passed . the
report became of mrcrest pnmanlv to hi ... ·
tonans. and apart hom printing a second
edmon m carlv IX·F. and engagmg m bnct
desultory dehatc, the House took no act ion
on Burke's tmdmgs.

of (:I"Dl'ral .-' lU lll' ... ly . and for th e liIH'rat ioll flf
ce r ta in per!"(JIIs therein named.
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.\hmUr <I/I<'r ,,,, k,,,n "'~ lit",} d'TtHln (In <I

hheranon p/lJll",m III Apnill/.J'l. th,'
Ceneral A ,,,'ml>ll' {'<J"".I <In <lmn"'I,' <1"
rre,'wl( Ih",e 1'"/",,,,,1 pn,,,n,'H ,<'III..nn,d
under th .. A /!:t'mu· l.aw W h.'n f)mr Idl w.ue
pn,,,n un 27/11rll'. hI' had '('/.'/1/ ""<1111·
/w.'n/\· mcmthv m 1<111. Ill' ludmg th,' tml,' h,'
"'a, ml'm,"erdr.·d <lwuJlmx mat HI' flrdrul
m a damp; vvrmm.mte-red • ..I1,h<ltt..red hj,
f1UXde heohh ,md cnntnhutcd to h" p"ll/u<l1
and phn/t d1 demise RIII.\ C,,/IlTIWn (RHI
.'<lM7J)

.\",1 lit!· \ \ ,"

I)escribin~ Duff a... a " rabid Domtc." Samuel
Ames thought the petition might gain the
support of southerners appalled that "a whnc
torctgncr is required by our constitution to
have a hlghn qualifrcanun m vote than ,I

native Negro" Ames 's app rehensions proved
un founded. Duff got no relief irom Congress,
and when he turned to the General Asscrnhly
in MlY I X~6, his petition W,IS referred to

com mittee, studied, then flatly dcmcd in ,I

rep ort that defended th e voting discnnuna-
1Il111, lectu red Duff's Irish signa tones rhar
" they mu ... t nOI expect 10 he placed un a

perfect equality with native cmzcns," and a........-ncd that the request would "lead 10

acnrnontous dehate and serve to mcrca-,c the ill Ieelmg and prejud ice which th e
peunoners complain now exist between them and native citizens."

Despite Dorr's <Jh..ervatinn m Fehruary 1l'\4.\ that arocals to Congrcs-, or the Supreme
Coun arc "delusive and frail," he cvcruuallv grasped at both these rematrung

straws to vindicate hi ... cau ....... . Wh ile Rurk... mve-ugatcd and hberanomsrs agitated,
Dorr, Burges, Atwell , Gt'or~t' Turner. and Rcniamin Haiku moved to place the
People's Con...utunon ht.·!orc the Unncd States Supreme Cou rt for a test IIi it...
validity and for the ulumatc vmdrcauon of the People's C;l USC. The agent for th l...
appeal to the nation' ..; hi..:,hest tnhunal wa... Manln luther, one oi .:rpproximatd\"
three dozen suffraw ... ts funndlly IndlCatl'd and j'liled for violalion of the AI~enne

Law. Instead ui accepun,.; this fate pa""lvcly, luther and hiS mother. Rachd,
waged a le);31 counteratt.lck III the fonn II I SUi ts tor Ircspass. His SS,CXXJ Jam.lge

\ 11 .... ' . <oM ....... " .r,1 ,,,.. I, " II... ~'ol (0,,,""'1 ....\. ," f,.. ,,,.,, ~,,, .,
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claim aro ..e from the mvasron ul hi s Warren home hy a ~tlUP 01 rune a rmed
charter mi linarncn .KI In,:: unde r their gcvcmrncnr '... dcclarauon of maruallaw.

On 2'J June 1t\-l2 rhe, cham-r force, It'd h)' l.uthcr M. Borden , had broke..n Into

;\ t m in Luther'.. private dwelling, rou ..cd and rousrcd hi .. elderly mother, and
conducted a sea rch lor Luther, a Warren town moderator -crvmg under the
People'.. Con-ruunon . The sea rch was tru n k ..:-; Luther had fled to the adiaccnt
town of Swan..ca . M,l....achuseus. and there he c... rabh ...hcd rcs rdence and cvcruu­
ally tiled su iI agam..t Borden and t he other rruhuarncn in Unucd States C ircuit
COUrt , u..ln,g diver ..u v 01cruz....nslup to scc ur.... tcdcral um ...dietion in the ca ..e.

This c laim W.I" a rou tine t rv..p.l.... action in form, hu t In rcaht y it raised pro found
i ....ucs relanng to t he guu rnntec clause o{ the feder;11 Constit u tion, th e doct rin e 01
polit ical que..non s. and the exercise of martial ];1\» , Luther'.. ca..c wa s pot entiall y
a which: wh ere by the Su preme Court would be ca lled upon to decid e between
the 1cg..:11 claim ..of th e Peopl e 's govern me nt ,In J thl' charter governm ent .

Accordmg to t he l1orrit l·s, the Peop le's Consu umon had repla ced th e chart er on.~

May I Rol2.1t t hls .ls..crt ion was legally va lid, the n Luther had act ed prupcr lv a...1Il

officia l In the new regime and B orden had com mitted acuorublc trc ..pa ..... havtng
taken orders trom d defun ct ~mlemmcnt that had no power HI proc laim rnnm al
law' It was Borden . not Luth er, who wa.. the m..urr ecuor n-a.

when Luther imally returned 10 Rhode Island. he wa .. mcd. fined. and rmpnsoncd
for six month .. ior vrolaung the Algcnnc Law FTIlm 1.1I1 he ....'rotc to Don, who
was also incarcerated awurtmg trial. By late IXol-l the People's ~UH-mur had
become convmccd that "the gfl~at qu cstron 01 s\lvnelgnty" could not he devol ­
0JX'd clearly in his t reacon ca ...c ISt£1 tc L DOlTl, hut It could be "fully and pcnccrlv
presen ted in the case 01 Luth er "; " to r God's sake," Do n pleaded to hr.. Ie~1
colleague Walter Burge.., "do not let tha i ca......, tall through,"

While he was wn uru; 10 Burges, t he issue W.1" helll~ doc ke ted with the Supreme
Court , having been cxpcdmouslv dr..posed oj III thelower federa l co un dunng it..
Nov ember I KolJ term hy tho..e tw in lcga lncrn esc.. of Domsrn . John I'ttmnn and
Joseph Sto ry . Then ..tr.ltegy, agreed to hy Dorr'.. au omcv. Benjamin Hallen . wa..
to usc ,I pro forma deci sion to con struc t grounds foran appeal to the high court
because of the momentous issues at stake. Rachel Lut her's action Ior personal

t respa ss . rai "ln~ que..uons posed by Aaron White ,1IlJ oth ers concemma thl"
valid ity of the charter gove rn me nt's decla rat ion and u..c nt'ma ruallaw. ,llso went
10 the high court as ,I cornpnruon su n. In add.non, Do rr's own appeal for .1 Wftt 01

error nn hi ... trea<,on conViction IThom <1s "' f)flfr \. Rho&' hlandl wa:-hi ed on 7

Fehruary 1!'i-l:1 01<' a pa r'llld case.

Do n 's lett er s and ml..·moranda mdicate thai he sta~e· rn.m'igC'd the Luther ht ig.;l·
tion to its hitter coneluslIlll m 1~-l9 . He was as""<,ted by tWO nationally kno.....n
attorneys, both memhcrs (11the [kmoerauc admmlst r,mon ot JarnL·s Knox Polk­

crafty Rohen I. \\'alker, SL"Cf~tary of the treasury, and learned Na than Cliiiord (11
Mame, attorney gl..'1lI..'ra l and tut ure Supreme Court lu:-ticc 118S8· 188 11. Wil h ..uch
to p-level ass istance l'll.."!on: a hi~ co urt com rosed mamly of lacbonian 1unsts,
Dorr enten ame d stron.';: expec tations for a retro actln· \"Indication oj hiS ca USL'
Aaron \\-'hue dnd Rcmamm H.l l1elt we re pcSSlrntsl\l;, however, l'...pcciall y .lit L'r

Danid Webster a~eed 10 lOin lohn Whipple In defendmg law .md order.

After severalexaspl'r,ltln~ de];IYs, oral ,lfgUnlL'nt s werL' prese nted in the Luther
litigation for six dtys In emly IHolH. H.l11ett Jnd Clilillrd d tll.(uently SlllIp"!t 1udle ial

appTlJval for th e tloct rUll· of pt lpul.tr con..tituetlt sovereignty. upon wh lch . ,Kl;urd l n~

to Don, therc were only two fedcrall;on..titutiOl1<lllim itat ion s: the constitution

.
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h:;:urt' 2(,
In lud....m\ 1!<.Jf, PIJ tm r....tccnon. <UflTuX'
tn r th,' mrcsgn.bom I-c·, urn,' a memr ,,,ue
IImd hne Law and tndcr mcn u'Tu,~cd
Tack,.on 0' ,unmn:;: Ih" Uf orm m urdu to

ft'l"m Ih/' , ul'l'nr! 01 f)..,u Democrats, "m'",
flIu.k, hud ren 'wl'd the .." ft· In tht· Lu... and
{' ,d,', nm<;ftfUlt<>n '"~ l X.JJ. /aek,on w",
<1tt u",d tIt "tumpf 11I1: "t" nthet thc
tn-hmcn ",I(l1m, t Ih,' ntx..~t· r , .\'<!tll·/"
Hn" /1 Orman narmwiv ",n'atled illra u
/'llIl'r l'ampuign, In DIll' "!Ih,' lmnic,' "I
kh"dt I,I'IIIJ\ pohtscaltnsunv, G"WfIlUl

/l lm'III " ,l(1a/1d">11. /"h'l PIIl'lIn, convened
10 Cothohcssm, /,,'(<lm<' a 1'11<'\1, an d

'ouml"d Ih,' n:d u \ II '" Ca rh,,11C I' rcp,trufnrv
"ho"/ f'"tt,mourh I'r/l>f\ RlfH Col/" ,:",,/!
IIUf, XJ Ml).J,

drafted hv the people must be republican. and th e people mu...t proceed with out
dome...nc violence. The People' .. Con...m uuon was pn ma t.J Cl C evidence that the
in...t rcqummcru had been met, and event.. up to ~ M.1V I !'\-t2 were cenamlv
nonviolent . Thcrcancr. a"'S4,.·rt~J the plam ut ts. the ch. mer adherents became the
msu rrecnonanc.. bv rctusmg to acquiesce peacefully In th e Will oi the r n.uomv.

The appellan ts ' h;ISIC claim W;1S that the People's Con muuon superseded the
cha rter. since II had been adop ted hy a m.uontv IIIthe t;ltl"" adult male von-rc.

CJHlS., JiUKSOI
AND IRISH VOTERS.
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fl\i:uu2'
fk m..mnr f H nten /7V7 IX02/ .. n"ln'e u/
( "T'< Cod became ant'" vpapct ~dllor m
('n" Id"nee du rmx the HQ(h and "',1' an ear/I'
./d, .....r. '" wns..x.· cxpanswn He helped 10

«mpJlI' Hurke ,Jkpurl lor the Jlou,e fit

R,·rr. ,'m " lJH' In IIW-Jand Jaended Ih.
Porrlt, .<.IU'~ "0'101<' rh. U -' _'\upreme COUll
In rh•• <.1,,, 01 Luthcr v Hord"n, HH argumem
.m eloquent dr tcnvc 01 pnpul<.1r u m .\l JIU" n(

mt"UJ,l:m,· "'a, puf,!"h,'d .. , The RI}:h r ot lh .·
1'. ,,1'/" r« E,r .. f,!nh f orm , 01G"vernnlt'nt
/ Hh(l.~r<lrh PI' Fal"'I/lIU_' III If"/,,,;' of Cane
{'" d, /,\ ' Fn'demk h ..em..n I fjOqOlI. IX(,r;}j.
k ll l\ Col/eclml] (RIll X 1 .'ij!.(,!

They retrained, ho .....ever . lrom dcmandmg rh.n th e Court i......uc a decision th,n
.....ould retroacnvclv m... tall the Pl"Oplt·,,, govcmmem, rcahzmg that such a
request would duom their appeal and produce polmcal chaos. They ihcrctorc
contended that the people of Rhode 1... land had "rcmuucd" the establishment 01
.1 valid government in ,\ b y IH",\ under a new w rutcn ... tale con ...utuuon rh,n

superseded the Dormc document.

Wehster and Whipple countered w ub nn rrnprcsstvc defense (It King, and the
charter government. In accord with the Judicial and cxnaiudrcial opinions 01
Pitman and Durfee, the eloquent Weh~ter admitted that the people were Indeed
sovereign. hut he pcrsua-avelv argued that this sovcrcigmv had to a-sen nsclt
through the forms of law and the mechanics of rcprescmanon. The forcmo... t

prerequisite for change was consent oi the exist inKKtIvcmmenr. He further
argued that federal auihonuc.. had recognized thclceumacv of the charter
regime: Tyler had prorm-cd It ...uppon 10 the event of rn-urrccnon. and Conzre......
had connnucd to scat ItS ..enatorv and rcprc ....entauvc........ nh no <enous challenge
trom the Domn-s. Further, the Supreme Court of Rhode leland. in the mal... 01

Don and his lcadlOK a ......ociatc... , had connrmcd the illegitimacy of the People 's
Convnruuon . The Urnrcd Slates Supreme Court wa ... nut the proper aurhoritv to

conduct a detailed retroactive mvc .... ugauon of the nval claim ... to sovcrcicntv.
webster concluded. That determination belonged to thc pulitical branchc... llj the
zovemmeru-c-Congress and the prcsidcnt-c-and hy their actions they hold decided
in favor oi law and order.

In a :;·\0·1 optruon handed down m lanuary IS"9, when the national clccuon
lever oi IS"S had suh... ided , Chid lu nee Roger Taney accepted the main pomrs
01 Weh..terc argument. The Luther had presented "a rolmcal question " rh.n
wa .. not iu... ticrahlc, said Taney in a conclusion influenced hy expedience and
practicality Resr'!m..ihilny lor deCldlllg quesnon.... 01 dl .... puted sovcrcigm v w,h

vested not with the Court hut rather wnh the poliucal branchcs-c-Congrc...... and
the president . vuuc lepslarurc... . and governors. In response to the Donne
request that Taney apply the guarantee clause In the Rhode Island suuauon. the
Maryland [uri ... t insisted that

C()n~rCl>l> lllU,,1 llel:es""H1ly deUlk wh.1I gOVt'rnment IS e"l;lnll"hed in the Slilil'
hdml: il can dl:tcrffilne wh":lh..:r II J" repuhliC4ln or not . And whell lhe ..ell,UIlr"
Jnd r..:pre"t'ntativl,... ul a "tall: alt' adrmtted Into the cnunul ... III the UnulIl , tht·
duthnrH)' ni Ih... guvemmenf undl'r WhKh thev arc appnlnte6; dS well .IS lt~

republicdn chJrdCICI. i" rl'Cu~rlI:cJ hv rh... pHlrer cnn ...ulUllun:.a1 authnrHv AnJ
liS dcc'''loo '" hlOdmg 1m...vcrv oth",r tkp.inmcnt of Ihe jtll\'emment. and cflulJ
not be ,",ue.,uun...d m J ludJcul tnllundl

Con,l:7es'Olon.a1 acceplance IIi thc charter dcle~tion .and Dllrr·... iailure to "l'nd
nval conlo7cssmen could he con... trul·d a... implicit rectlgnltlllll 01 the Law and
Orut::fgovernment . Further, Tyler '... mere promi't{' ot ll-deral ~UpP()rt IU KIIl.l:

under the fltlwer dcle~ted to the prl·... ldem by Con~ress to prolect ...tates frllln
domestic violence or invasion was "as clleclU.ll <I;; Illhe milin3 had hl'l'n

as ...emhled umler hiS (lrder~ " to SUprrl'SS the Domtes. The high coun would
;lhlde hy the implicit ;md explicit ;letiollS of the pohtH;;l1 hr.mcht·s and hy the

de termination (If ludge Durfee's court , "';lid Taney .

Levi Woodhury 01 New Hampshne, .1 Don wmpathiZt"r III IH"2, hied the lone
dts ...ent, but he conimed his ohlectlOn to a Il'amed dlscu...... ion of marti.all.lw I II...

detaill-d and wcll ·re"'l'arched Opinion that the charter forcc ... u.'Ocd this fltlWl'r
<Irhiuarily . cxuava~ntl)' . and uncun... lltullonally lailed to dissuade the nUloTlt\'
trom ItS hellcl that " the est.ahhshed ~ovcmment rCMJrtl·d to the ri~h .md uY~e ...
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of war III maintain itself and to overcome unlawful opposit ion ." With such a
rude dismissa l, the Dorr Rebellion ceased to vex the federal govcrruncnt.

T he Dorr Rebellion was no tempest in .t teapot; it had national reperc ussion s
and enduring significance. The most important and controversial domestic event
of the Tyler admirust ratiun . it eventually involved the president , both houses ot
Congress. the U.S. Supreme Court, and the lower federal iudiciary. Of even
greater significance, the Rhode Island controversy inspired substanuul contnbu­
tions to theories oi suffrage, muinrity rule, minority rights, and constitut ional
government by John C. Calhoun, Henry Clay , loh n L. O'Sullivan, Orestes
Brownson, Iohn Quincy Adams, Daniel webster , Horace Greeley, Benjamin F.
Hallett , George Bancroft, and others of similar stature.

T he underlying polit ical philosophy of the insurgcrus-c-rheir doctrine of popular
constituent sovereignty-was to them a reaffirmation of the principles of 1776.
Thi s theory asserted the preeminent right of the people at large to draft consuru.
nons . Conventions for such a purpose, Durr and his associates claimed, were
expressions of public will and did not depend on prior legislative authorization;
"the doctrine of a necessa ry permission, authority, or request from the General
Assembly to the People before they can rightfully proceed to form a consnrucion
. .. h,IS no application in this country, where the sovereignty resides in the
people. " According to Dorr , " the people " were entit led to draft constitutions nut
only in Rhode Island, where the charter provided no established mode of consu­
turinnal change or amendment; they could " rightfully proceed in the mode and
manner which they deem most proper" even where such provisions existed.

In I~41 the Rhode Island Suffrage Association insisted that a state constitution
he drafted "by the people in their primary capacity," not hy the secondary power
oi the General Assembly. The association was asserting what one historian h.IS
termeda "domest icated" right of rcvolunon-c-a natural right, exercisable in an
orderly way within society, to act outside the law. Its demand scorned cons is­
tent with the theory of "the people as constituent power, " which Professor
Rubert R. Palmer has called America's unique contrihution to the eighteenth.
century "Democrat ic Revolution ." When Dorrites applied this doctrine, hal .
lowed by the American Revolutionary experience, the conclusion seemed
inescapable: the framing and the adoption of the People's Constitut ion were
completely consistent with America's revolutionary past . The rctorrncrs failed
to rccogruze . however, that this cherished principle of popular consti tuent
sovereignty was a minority position held only by extreme democrats of the
Revolutionary generation.

Dorr's conservative opponents, led hy Chief lusncc rob Durfee and federal
district iudgc John Pitman, dismissed as "preposterous" the idea tha t in l77fo
there had been ;t lapse into a sta te of nature, a dissolution of the socia l contract ,
that had transferred sovereignty directly tll the people , allowing them to create
new constitutions and new political communities hy whim and will Conserva­
tives like Durfee cunn-ndcd that the state was a continuous entity and that the
American Revolution was so great ,111 achievement, and the socit:ty it fostered so
excel lent, that no further need for revolutionary measures existed. America 's
revolution was finished! Durfee further asserted that there was no grievance
great enough in Rhode Island to justify Dorr's course of action, and he chul­
longed the reformers where their idcologv was most ambiguous and vulru-r­
ahlec-on the question of whether force would he necessary to achi eve their cruls.
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Ironicall y, rhrs Law and Order posruon was ulurnatelv sust ained not only by
logic and the weight of rradmon hut hy superior force, causing one of Dor r's
defenders to depict th e slru~ll' In te rm s oj " might vcrsu.. right ."

Despi te his defeat and the rcpudunon of his rcvolu uonarv doctrine of popular
consti tuent sovcrcignry, Th omas wi lson Don , rhc rebel lion's cent ral figure ,
must be Tanked among the greatest Ame rican reformers He was a ma n 01
Integrity, int elligence, and loftv ideals. His rash act a t the arsenal should nor
obscure his many posiuvc comnbuuons ttl h IS fellow men: he was a champion
of educational reform , an outspoken toe ot slavery , and an ini tiator 01 notable
banking reforms, and he made the cause of th e Im migrant his own. He was a
lawyer, an influential rohncal rhconst, and a keen student of politics. The 1i,,1 0 1

those men with whom he corresponded I~ like a who's w ho of the Jacksonian
era. His letters reveal that he had a workmg knowledge of several foreign
languages and a searching and inqumng mmd that ranged wtth tacrh tv th rough
th e field., of thl'olo~, luerarure, econorrucs, science. and , uf course, hls lmy.

By his action Dorr revived and reaffirmed slime ui rhc revolutionary principles
upon which his nanon and his Mate w ere founded , and he came In pcrsonuy lor
his own and future gencrauons the cause of equal nghis. Thomas Wil...on Dorr ,
the rnuc h. ma hgned and rms undc rsrood rebel who devoted hi s life to the unpnu ­
itable and tha nkless task oi human betterme nt , was one of the most remarkable
Rhode Islanders of his ur any cent ury .
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