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TH E L \ RLY HI STORY O F RHODE ISLAI\D'S
COU RT SYST D I
by Jo"" T. f .RRE t. t, •

IT WAS no part of the Rhode Island tradition to desp ise w hole
som e law s, "cunfo rnwa h[t' to the Lawes of En gland , ~e far as th e
nature and con~t i t u t iCl II of om piau: w ill admi t,"! and it was with
some testiness that th e historian Sa m uel Greene Arnold refuted th e
sla nders of nei~hlx) r i ng colo nies which " from th e ab-cnce of anv [a ....
reli,!::,ion a t eith er Pro\'i~lcm'e or Aqucdneck. Ireelv cha rged th em ' with
,I d isregard for both la ....· and rclig-ion. "2 There was rertainlv a lack
(I f order in the ('arI ~ histu ry (If the sett lements made in a nd' around

· .-\' <of'ia t.. Pref..~<o, of f1i,t 0 l}', Th.. Ca' holi(' U ni, '('n ily of .\ ..... ,ira

lJohn R ,, ~... IJ Bankll d .• Nrc",d , 01 tJu Colo",. 01 R hodr I d o" d o"d Pw !.i-
dn" Plo"' olio,, . i" S r · f.·" RIo" d 10 Vok ( Pro ,·id ..nc.. : Pr intrd h,' Ihr O rd ..r
or the- l.<' lIt i ~l a t " r(' . 1856·1865 ) I, 158 . H ..r.." ftrr t h i~ .... ill b<' ci l~ d R .I.C .R .
M" I..ri al for rh i••.,Iielr I.,... <lcq"ir.-d ~ n th .. co" r'lt . o f p rrparin lll: <In introd,,('tion
to Ih... " ol,,1TX" on rh.. R hod .. Iela nd Coon of Eq" lt ~, . 17041-17043, ochrd"k d for
p"bhcalJon in th .. vri... of .~m"iro" Lr £d Rrc"'''' on th.. Lit tl et on G ri. ....old
f"n d. s.- ca " ... o f th.. imporuncr of th.. ~ se"'·nt....n lh c..nt"1}· back !t'ro"nd 10 a
proper appr..cialion of lal .., Rhod .. Ivlaed 1" lII:a l hi Olol) , ie has sr"lTX"d d N irahk
10 ha.....· in pr inl a u ..a lm..111 of Iha t a ' poNt of Ih.. co lony'" ill"i tutional histon
.. hich aUlhori ti h",,·.. JO rar cov ..r.-d in such a ....av al occ<l.io na lh· 10 mi.J ..ad
Ih..ir r..ad ..,•. P occupat'on .... ilh Ih.. prrJOna lit i..~ of Roeer W illiam" W illia m
C od d in '!'ton . , 01, ha. not r..sultrd in am ' connponding in ' ..r.." in Ih.. solemn
r ffo rlS made bv Ih(' colom"~ found..rs 10 co m truce a gov..rn m..nt o f la ....~_ O n Ih r
Ir lltalhi " o ry: of Rhod.. h la nd th.. chap'rr in Ed ....a rd I" irld ' ~ S lau 01 Rh od. I Jla" d
a"d P, ,,,: id ,,,,, Plo,, ' ol io" l ( Bo~ t o n , 19(2 ) 111, 89_1 69 , by' E, C . Sl ill" " , is (' 11
rir l..d ' T h.. Str u 'l"ltk fo r J ud icial Sup r..maq ·." I. ik.. th .. atlid .. by' :\. M . Ea lon,
" l h.. lJ..vdop",.'nt of th .. J " d i.·i" l Sy.t..m in R hod .. hL.>nd," in th .. l"ol.. La" ,
Jo ~,,,a l XI V (jiln. 1~105 ), 148-1 70, it i. more con e..rn ..d ....ith th.. di,·or ..... of Ir !':' i. 
1,:," 11 \'r a nd judiri al p., .....r. in th .. n in.. t .... nth .....n tu rv than in ;lny (·ohnrnt rxplana
non of oriRio •. W ilk i" . L:pdik..·• .\f" " oi" 01 110 1' /l hodr Island /jar (Boston,
lR"2 j and" homas n nrf,'", (;["""in!!s I ro"l 110 1' Jlldi ci"l llill "')' 0/ /lhodr l ' la" d
IR hod,· I .l and lI i" Ol;,·,,1 T n l't . :" 0 . 18 , P rov;d l'llI" ', IR8:l) ;rn' \T n hdl'fu l on h '

for rh.... t' iJil: h l...·nth C"" t ur~'. ..

~Sa rnut'l ror" '·nr ,\rnold , //i, l or )' ,,1110 1' Sial. ef /l h" dr I'/""d " "d P" n 'id" n(f
Planlal i" ", I rx,... York, 185 Q l, 1:18.
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I\'arra Jt:an l't"lt Ba ~, hilt that ',a~ a state of affairs to be attr ibu ted to
th e enforced scat tcting of refuuees from the other colonies which
remained hOl't ilc to their exiles ' efforts to achieve "soul liberw" in
th at nciJt:hhnrhuod .:J .\10 the records of the colony reveal. ' t h('r~ was
no lack of inten tion O il the part of the senlers-c-pa rt icularlv those in
I'ortsmou th ami ill Xcwport -c-to provide (or themselves a regular
wstem of court!' and a10 mu ch of the ir common law heritage as could
be adapted to their circ umstances. The judicial office de rives ob
scurelv (rom "disposers" (or Pro vidence as well as from "judge" and
"ddc;" for Portsmouth and :\c.-w port . while the conventional term
of the ra-t (If Xcw England. "magist ra te." was looked upon as too
pretent ious whik- there wa~ nn settled jurisdiction." T he men of

:JOn th (' ('arl)' hinol1' of Ih.. «llon~ , bn id..s .-\m old , op. cil .• thr ..... is 1. 8, Rich
Il10In Rlloth I do ,..i, ItJ .""'''It a..d I IJ .'f ..alli"g 2 " ob. (S no- Yorio:.. 19(2 ) ; alsc
Cha;l... M . And n''''s. Til .. Cala"iol PO lod "I ,-Im o i.." .. H islo , y -4 \'o lt . ( :-.; ....
lIa ' ·..n 193-4-1 938 ) II , 1-6t>. ROll'" W ill i.. lJl. l...l{an th .. S<' u lrmcnl of Prm·id..nc..
on thr'ma inland in 1636 ; POU .... I (ah ..rwu d. Portsmouth ) and :O;..wpon. on
Iht' iu and of Aquidn..ck, ..'...r found..d in 1638 an d 1639 respeceiv..l)' b,' W ill i,u n
Coddington. Of th e n l..raiv.. lil ..ra lur.. On Rog<"T Willia m. lht' bi£>lnphif'S fo~nd
uS<'ful here ind udr, J oint<". Ernn . R ox ..' WilliamJ, .\"..u:E..r"'..d Fi, d ,tI" d / :O; ,.w
York 1932 ) and Samu..1 H B.oc L. uni... , Til .. " , ..p ...u ibl.. D ..ma".t . R0l:0
Wifli~ml ( r-> ; w Yor k. 19-40 )..\ n raillihtfor" ard. fri..ndh aC«lunt of Coddinllilon
i$ 10 br found in Em i).- Coddinll: lon W ill iam. , ft'i llitJ", Coddi"I:' oTl "I Rll" d..
11I" ..d ( :O;..wpor~ . 1~4 1 i..hut t h.. unfa,'orabl~ comm..nu of H . E. Turner in Ih..
Rlloti~ I d a" d lIu 'o' lc,,1 7 .ac ' j ( R ~ d..r, ..d ,. :0;0. 4 1 a, .. brltr. kno,,·n .

4For Ih.. p"'riod down 10 1706 l R,I. C. R, I , ll , and 1111. th .. publi.h.-d rrco,d.
of the colon)' a rT ad NJualt' fo r Ih... I.-lI:i.l3li .'" ani.,i ll... of t h.. .-\ilH'mhl~· , ie cluding
ih work of "n'c , inRa nd . up<' l"\· i. in lli a judiciary. B...k n might _I~ have indud...d
Ih.. Kanly ITco.d. of Ih.. G..n.....1 Courl of T rials 10 1670, Ihal II , lo .tht' polnl
"'hrrr Ih..~· .....r.. L." pl ..Ion ll: with Ih.. r..co rd . of th.. '-\'H' mhlr. hUI h.. dId not Irr
fit 10 do 10. Th... arr now a\"ailahl... in Rh od.. l d o" d COll.' R....o, d.; R....o ,dl of
til .. Cou' of 7"";alJ of I II .. Colo,,)" "I P' ot'ido u .. Pla" /" Iio" , [, ic], 16-47 .16.7°
2 Vol •. ( Prm·id..n("(' : Rhod.. h land Hi\lo. ica l Soci"'l, 1<:120_ 192 2 ). :\1100 in print
an' Ih.. " Aquid n...ck Q uartn Cou. t Record s" for 164 1-1.646, in II . M. Chapin,
Docu"' ....'" , , · lI ij lo. , ' of NI."d, I I/an d 2 ' ·ols. ( Provld..nc r, 19 16- 19 19 ) II .
132· 165, and a Ihorl ( fih .....n 1'01 11:" ' ) pa mp hlrl , H..I..n Capwt'lI ..d. , .Ruo.dJ of til ..
Cou.' of T 'ioll of II... 7"oun "f W"",, 'ick R . t . / 659· / 1)]4 ( P~,· , d~nc.., 1922 ) .
t:f. R k har d B. !o.forr i., /<:0, 1)' .~",oicall Co ",/ RU Md. : .~ Pub/lCol,o" P.of ,a", .
.\ nglo-Amr rica n L"lIia l Il i.t on Sni,-s, S..ri... 1. ~o. -! '.".''' w Yor k, 19-41 ) '. In Ih..
officr of Ih,. Clrrk of Suprrior Court . ~""" port , is th ,. s...,~. of ~Url ~f :rnal. an~
Sup.-rio. Cour! MI. "ohmw•• hq!in ninlli ...ilh Ih,' v.-ry II1lnr.ttn~ F,n l Book
for lfi 7 1-1 724, "'hkh I n arnirl<" d throulI:h th ,' courte.y of M r. Ch... I, Oak I..),.
CI..r lo:. , an d wilh hdpful lIiuidan c,' 00 II,, ' pa rI of hi. vr~~ltce..or of man}' }·..at.
....I"\' ;c.., Mr . John C;r...·m·, nOw CI... k of Ihe Supreme Courl of Rhodt' Isla nd.
f o r Ih.. o.der of Ih.. A"'-lIlhl\' d in 'ninlli 11. ,· t; "nnal T r..asurer 10 . ..Cure a '''pa ra t"
hook for Ih.. Court of '1, ;,,[; remrds in 107 1, see R. I.C .R. II , 400 .

r."W~ ha. ·.. no i''' lenl nor dOlh Ih,' b c... o f ~Lt", i ~lraq- .ui t wilh our pn' nl
condition: - Willian,. 1<> \V inlhroll It.:lti, .\'n " ,,~n ll ...11 CI"b P" bli~a /io'" VI, 5.
ci l..d in BrOt'kuni..r, 0"( it .. I tlti . ~Lr l( iH r a lt" and .-\"is t~ n t w..~ .. term. lI ...d In

~{a """chu,,,". and C un nr·rt i,-ul , a, Ilrq ...'..rr '\OOn " ft r r th .. u.rd In Rhod.. hland,
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Providence were of th e opinion that arbit ra tion was a ~enera lly suit
able method of -"f"t1lin~ differentf":' . and if not the rule in all case; in
neishborinu "sta tes" it was at lea 10t forbi dden nowhere. They there
(ore agreed to e-nforce what was " but common human ity between
man ami man " at the insta nce of five di~J>CN'f5, who mig ht order dis
putants to choose arbitrators or. if the parties refused . to name such
themselves." In the ah-cnre of H'r~ man y records for th is period of
Providence hi-torv it is not po~.",ibll· til est imate the result s. of this vcn
ture in cc mpul-orv arbitration ." Co urt records appc-ar first , not at
Provid ence, but in the records of the Aq uid neck towns.

The senlemenr of Pocasset, sho rt lv to he- called Portsmouth. was
made at the northern end of Aq uid neck hy -ome antinomian zealots
in com pany with a e:roup (If sub-tau ual ~ 1 .1 1o."d(hu~tts peop le. The
latter were marked unlv b' their willingness to associate w ith the
excomm unicated in a mie:ra~ion .... hirh was not authorized by the Bay
Colon v. W ithin a vear . however. then' occurred a secession led b~

the fo~er ~Ia~s.achu-"f"tts rna gistratc, W illiam Coddington, .....hi r h
resulted in the found in c; Hf :,\cw port a t the op posite end of the island .

10 describe m..mkn 01 Ih r Go.,..mOl ·' Council. Bs rh.. rnd of th .. ""t'nlr..n~h
c,.ntun thr S<' coloni.....11 had J u.licN 01 Ih.. I' c.. " 'ho ..-ould hr- c.al.l..d !o.1a"p s-
Iralr s. · I n Rh od .. hland "Colllm i,.ion..rs" .. ' n..ver ..s s!'eh JudICIal offict'n ,
II... "'no appl~' i n g rather 10 t h.. r..prr... nlal i. · of Iho: I? .. ,OS In the . \ ssrmhl ~· afl n
16SI ; bUI in Conot:'ClicUi. for a h.id rnte rvaI. Comm.. . lono:-n w Ihos.- ..-ho h..l~

part icular cou rn ouuid.. Ih.. thr.... ri\:r r to..'n'. cr. .~ "'Olro " L ~ol Rno'.d' I.' .,
. iii an d oou· . Th.. R hod ... ," la nd .\ ' "I. la nl' did nOI hrcom.. a parat.. l" II:'.Ia".e
houst" un li l !o. l a ~ . 16~16 . R.I .G R. II I , 313.

....Bul il me-n rrlu... Iha ' " 'hieh is lout co ",mon hu manily I...I..-....n.. lIIan and
man, Ih..o to com pd .uch unr..aoona hl.. prn"n. 10. " r.:....,nahl.- .. ,..y, ...." a lli r.....
11. 011 Ih.· S d i' \JO. r r. , ha ll hOI "" po ..·..r 10 "omprll hIm rl l hr~ 10 ch~,.. 1"'0 mrn
him.d fr 0. il hI' rcf u. c for Ih...n 10 1"1100... Iwo Il1 r n I" a to, l.a l1 h IS ca " .... Ih..n
10 ... .. Ih·r ir.. d r·l..rm ina lion \Jt'rlo. nll'd an d Ih... fa"I Ii,'" 10 P~ l Ih .. :\ rhilra lOro I~"
th ,·i.. · l ime . pt' n l in it : BUI if Iho.. · fOUl" ""'n d.... nOI rnd II . Ihe ? fo. 11... .') dlS
PO''''' 10 ch oo, .. 11..... · ",..n to p.uI an " nd 10 II, an d for 11.,- ,'c,t"mll h " ~" of, ....
a I:'H'" th .. major pa rt of Ih. · 5 d rspo,, ' " 10 ,-h,x .... Ih,- 3 n...n. and Ihc maJ o, 1'01 .1
of 110,· 3 m"n 10 " nd Ih.. "a u", h" ....in l:' 1'0 ..-,., fr om lil.. .'i. di'p",r... b ,' a no lr "li d",
Ih,·ir... h"nd 10 pnfor lll" il. an d Ih.. fau lli .... nOI allifl·,·,?g In tI ". first 10 pa y Ih ,'
,-h,,, g,' of Ihr' 101'1, ;111 <.1 for til ... :\rhil. alo l" 10 folio... nO II1lV1oynwnt 1111.. th.. ca,u,,'
t,.. "n de d .... ith " ul ,'on " 'nl of Ih.· ..-hol.· th;.1 h,tv,· 10 d, ,,' wllh th,- Cam,' . R ,I.C .R.
1,2<;.

7Th... ,· ;Hr' ,on ... k .... h "Il" in II ... f."n, I)' Urtor dl "f t h.. 1'Ol<'ll of P.ovid ..ll.(r >O:V,
1·1 0, bUI 11. ,· '-"If" i, . im ply 01". '~f. ;II'IH -i1r;U,n· ;, nd awa.rd !,:,l" '-n. .-\rI"I~"1100
"'lIlai ned th e f'l'<jurnl fI'cour'" of IlIllIi;,nl. " ft,.r Ih,- '-' lahh, h""·.n1. of a rudrrn..n
ta r, ,'ourl s\·, I"1ll fo r ti ll" "'ai nLo nd ,wei islan d ,,-n l"m" " 11, bUI Illl. ,. of CO" ':"" nOI
a Pt-cul ;a r ~ha ra"I"ri .l i,· " f "· ""Ill,·,·" t lr c..nlu .y Rhod,' Isla nd . ( :f. --.-\'l u ld n,'·cJ,;
Q u'lft ..r Court R..{ord~" in Chapin, "p . dl., "nt! IIn o, J l 0/11. .. C OUT/ of T rrnll ,
op. ~ il .. p"Ut"!.
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The m OTC' secula r minded app<'ar to have joined in th is movement.
wh ich gave C{)dd i n.~toll a lx-rter va ntage po int from which to develop
his plans to 'o('nl fC a proprietarv titl e ove-r bot h scnlerncms. Xevcnhe
less it wa s po,"i hlt· for the two ,grou ps 10 reunite, in .\larch of 1640.
under one ~on·rnm('lll. with Codd ington as chief magistrate..\ 1most
their d ifft'r enr t'" had h(,(,,11 personal in origin. a nd th ere were no pro
nounced contrasts hC'(\\t'cn their respective Il",g:,d or eovemmemal
arran gements. Des pite all the rheoc ratir- overtones in the first TC

corded min utes of the Pnca,'l'( settlement. the inhabitants 1'000 de 
clared that they were hound by the laws of King Charles." Codding
ton issupposed 10 have ta ken with him to Xewpon his biblical no tions
of govem mcm. hut there also. in Xovember, 11)39. the settlers agreed
th at tbev were "Xarural subjects to our Prince. and subject to his
Lawes."? In each tim n the Ireernen met in quarter courts for gene ral
legislat ive purJXW"S un til the reunion of the inhabitants of the whole
i.sland in ~I arch of 1640. Three mon ths before this event it had been
resolved by :\c" po rt to nuke its ~I arfh meeting: an occasion for th e
readmission of certain Pocasset inhabitants to the "body politique"
and to have an elec tion of olliccn; at that rime. By way of deference
to the sensibilities involved it was arranaed to choo~ a Govcmor and
half of th e A....sistants [mm one town while the Deputy GOH m or and
the rem ainin g half of the hody of mil~strate!' were to be selected from
th e other. By ca rrvinq through th e-e cons titu tional measures a t Xew
JXlrt , the islandc'rs laid thc' foundat ions upon ",hieh was built the latcr
gOH m menta l st ru<"turc' (If a ll Rhode h lan d and Prm ·idcnce Illan ·
tations. I "

~R.I.C.R . I , 70. Th i. d....l.u alio " follo.....·d upon th ,· . " ,.......f,,1 a....n ion
0 1 influ..nt .. b y Ann.. and Thom;" lI ulchin,on, an d Sam",'\ Go rton, in .\ p ril 1639.
Th.. n",,1 mOOlh Coddin(ll:lOn look hi . [>:lfty 10 found :" .·WIXHI. Th..r.. is "0 n....d
10 t U llg ..ral .. Ih.. import"n...· of .nipt"ral lilln : d..,pil" th .. ..arh' indiration. Iha l
;udg ll,..nt . w" r" to hr in accord.'nr.. .... ilh lhe " wor d of (;od : ' th ...... i. nO r..co rd
of an y 'p<'cific invocal ion, lI own ·r r, And,,·...... ((;01" " ,(// Pn iod II /0 (, ril . ) and
Richman ( oJ>. rit . I , 127·1 40 1 51n·5' th .. Ih,·on al;c prrc..n,i"n. of Co.Jdinglon ,
an d ..ath .....s th .. r" '·o llllion of ( ;01'10" a nd t h,· ll ul l" himo f!S <0 , " triu mll!l of la .....
ov... in. pi r..d !,.·r50"al ruk . T Il<" '·'Tnb do nol poi"t al all d ",Hly 10 Ihi, df'·' ·I ,
It dor5 nO! apl...ar lrum II,.. ,,·,·ord, I h .~ 1 Coddin~con ..,·,·r 1l"00,..",,·d ,,10"'· ,·ilh..,
ll: t Poca. .. ·t Or al N,· ....p<'n IH· lou· th.· u"ion of lti47, ....hic h h.. "dmiu"dl) d id nOI
Itk t . It would al' p'·ar r3th,", lhat in hOlh of lh" i. la" d ,.·nlrm"l\u Ih, · ..... hol,· hod ~
of Ih .. fr ....m.." alway·. h"d llltlr h to .a" "houl 1l"0\Trnm..n1 . cr. .\ rnold , // i' lor)' I ,
130- 131, an d R,!.l:: _R, I , 27 . :11, ti J_ti~ .

. "T hi. N..wporl d..t'\;oralion of Ih.. Coddinll"ton ~roup ....ould , ...·tIl 10 hr j"'l .l.
Imporla nc a. Ih.. pr ..,...di"c on " mad.. ;" p"'.''' '''1. It .lpp<'ar. in R I.CR _ I. ' n

I
The first rctcrcn cr- \\ hieh n ·' c·;Ils .IIlY courts in operation 011 Aquid

lied; concerns the establis hment at P O Cil ....set in November, 1638. of
the offices of Ccn-rahk- and xergcant " to execute the Lawes a nd pt'n
alries thereof." !' The Con-table wa s " to sce that the pt'a ce be kept .
and that there be no unlawful ~l c'C" l i n~. or an y thing that may tend
10 Civil! disturbance practise-d: and furthermore he is 10 infonn in
Generall of a ll manifea Bn'ac hc"!< of the J.it\\ of God. that tend to civill
dis turbance, and ... he hath authority 10 rommand partie or parties.
one or mo re as nerd shall require, to a, ..ist him in the discha rge of his
office:' The Sngeant "'as ' ·10 at tend al l ~I ret ing!' of the j udge and
Elders. and 10 execute the sentences of the Court: and he is to serve
all warrants directed untn him ; and 10 infonn of all breaches of the
1.a\ \ ('S of God that tend 10 Civill disturbances : And further he is 10

keep the prison. and such who shall be Committed unt o his custody
wit h all ~fc-t~ and diligence. And unto him is granted authority to
command partie or parries , one or more ns need shall hr. to a~~M him
in the discha rge of their [sic] severa11 offit-("S: ' Samuel W illoorc was
chosen Con-table. H en r s Bull was (·hCJM'1I Sergeam. and it was or
de rcd rhar the prison be "~·1I nea re nr jovncd unto" the latter's bouse.
T he Iollowinc .\ pril provision \\ as made for a jurv of t"'eke men
"to doc righ t betwixt man and man" a t the q ua rterly meetings of the
freem en. while the magi:-tratc.... b~ them-elves \\ ere to consult toge ther
and pUI an end to controversies amou nting to no more th an fort y
shi l1i nl!:s. ' ~ :\0 furt her record of their pmg re...." in establishing a court
struc ture apPC'a rs he'fofl'l hf· n 'uninll with Ihe ;"\c'wport ~·I tlers. T he<e.
on depart inc; from l'oca ..........I. had ind udC'd nllt on ly ·'Jud.c;e" Codding
ton b ut abo "Secrc'lar~" D~ rc l 3 a nd "Srr~c' al1t"' Bull. In O n ober at

' '' I'or Rhod~ h la nd Ih,· ...orl.. of Ih r :" '·...."orl Conn of F.len ion in 16"0 i5 com _
parahl<- in irnpo , lanc.. 10 II,.. d raft inl( 01 Ihe •·.. "nd" u""nl,,' Ordn' · for Co nnrcti ·
(ul in t 63 <:f. CI. R.I C _R. I , 100 -102, arod Tit" F~ tlJ" m n ll al O,d"" of Co,ItluliC"" t

<. Conn. T..,cn,I'·n"r) P"mphkl. X X ) . :\ ...""nl. dnTlop<·d, Ih .. .-.: ...... po rl a, ·
,anl(..m .. nt......r.. till" h.l... . lor a nnl;<>li;ll ..d union with th, · m"int"nd 5..nkm..nt .
in 164 7 un<kr Ih.· l" o"d aUo...an... ·• of Ih. · Willia,,,, r ha t ln of 1644. 1..llH , Dr.
J ohn Clark,· of :" ,·wporl ....'a. 10 d,;,w " I' II,.. [,,"Iilion fur Ih,· ro)',,1 ,·hart... of 166 3
....·hich, likl" th ,· Conn...-licul ,!"':Ull from ,h .. lin~ in ]lili2 , la li fi,·d in lh .. mai" Ill..
form of ~o " ..rnnl<"nt .....ol~.·d 0"1 h y tI", Sl'lllr r< tl"'Ill"'Iv" •.

" R ,I .{: .R_ I, ti.'l.tJh, 'I h,· print'ip;,1 ofhn·r of lilt' r our!, ..... al no t c" ll..,l Ih l"
Shniff unlil 1671 . I I .....", " I 11,.'1 ti"w o, dn..,1 Ih.ll 'H1~·(> I'" d,o,,'n 10 h" S"r!!",·"nt
01' Slwrifl rn,"1 q"alif y hy' ~"owinJl: ho..... to rn,d a"d to ..... ,i,,·. Cf. RIG _R . II ,
3,,1j · 400.

l ~ R , I, C. R. I, 71.
l ~Th .. S"C"·I ;U ) h"d h.·.·n o,d..,,·d 10 " .1'\"" a, a 1'10"·"" 101', and for .."rh {;lil",..

'0 " ..rform hi , du" h,· ....'a .. <l' Pt", ,,·d 10 furfd t fOlly ,hi llin(ll:' . R.I .C.k. I. Q.'l -llt>.
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Newpo rt thev had ordered that, ad ded to the quarterly meet ings of
th e inhabitants. then' should he a session of " Judge and Elders" 0 11

the first T uesday of f"H"ry' J uly to hear and determ ine " all such causes
as sha ll he presen ted ."11 The constitution ma king of the next year
ma de this last order superfluous.

The Court of Election of Hi-lO-for the whole island -s-eliminated
the t races of rdigiosit y when it ruled " tha t the Chide ~lagistratc of
the Island sha ll be called Gun'TI\OUr, and the next Dcput ic Gov
ernour, and the Rest of the x tagistratcs A...sistnnts ; an d this to stand
for a decree.-, It was furt her "agreed and ordered that the G OYCrnO U f

a nd A..ssistants are invested with the offices of t he justin's of t he Pea ce.

a cco rdi ng (0 the La w. " I ', In :"la y provision wa s made for th e...e magis
trates "and J uro rs" to hold " particula r Cou rt ... .. on the fin-a T uesd a y

o f eac h mon th, one a t ;'\C\\port and anot her a t Portsmouth ( quondam
Pocasset ) . with fu ll power to judge a nd determine "a ll suc h case... a nd
actions as shall he pn ·...cntcd ..'I ' ; H oweve r, in A ugu ...t there was made

a dis tinction between the...c month ly courts fo r eac h town. which the

local ma g ist ra te... were to hold rcg uladv wit h a jury , a nd t he q ua rte r

courts for t he whole island, whic h were to he in session the day before

eac h o f "the tw o l'a rliamcm arie (o r Generall ] Courts" of M arch and

O ctobe r. as well a s Oil th t ' fir ... t Tuesday in J a n ua r y a nd the first T ues

da y in J u ly. O nly in t he."(· q uarter courts could t here be t ried an ~

m atter o f "Life and Lim b: " ,

',"ith a ll th ese provi ... ions for co u rts th e str uct u re appears m uch ton

elabo ra te for two c-ommunities \\ hic h listed toge t he r on ly sixtv free

men on :"la rd l 16. 1641. ' ~ T hey co uld han: been anticipating a

period of wr~ ra p id gro wt h or the y migh t ha ve been co ncerned with

the importance of the propauanda value in En gla nd and New EIl!::-

Hlbi d., '10.

1"l bid,,100 _1Ol.

IIllb id " 10:1 .
l1Al lh uu'l:h it ",a , all u .....ed that , "if 'u 1,.. a P la im ifJ ha d co nlllwntTd hi, sui l, and

th r dd~nda n l ca, l, h.. ,hall haH lihn t i... to mak.. his ap p<.·a l to Ih.. Quarll"T S,·, 
sie na," no ..xamph-s of such am",al, .H" di,crrnihh' in th .. ra th... r h rid ..n tr i..s for
r ac h ca se. C f. a.[""in C hapin, up. ~ir .. II. l :l2· IIiS. Fo r Ih r rd n ''' nt I"g islalion,
incl ud in!l dliln lo( '·' in Ih" timn for ho l din~ courlS, d. R ,I ,C .R . I, lOti, 107, 110,
113, 114, J I.').

I ~ R, I.C, H.. I , 1111.111 .

la nd of an ext reme regard for the administration of just ice . An effort
to economize p rod uced the follow ing mod ifications in 1642 : It>

It is ordered. that the ordinaries sha ll no longer make Provision of diett
for the Court s at the (·ollntries cha rge.

It i~ furthe-r nrrh-rt-d, that the three shillings a da y allowance sha ll he
take-n otT fWIIl th e Offic ers, a nd th at th e Ser-n-t arir- sha ll han' the f{'{' ~

and custonu-s allowed bv the Lawes a nd Constitution s of En gland ; a lso
Ill' sha ll (·XI'l·ut e tlll' Clark.. of the Pea ce his office: and for wh at time the
sa id Secn·tarie shall expend for wri ting o r enrolling the Court's Acts.
sa t isfac tion shall be made nut of th .. Treasury: AI ~o th e Sarj eantv sha ll
hove the f{'t· ~ allowed the m h" o rder of Law for their a rrests and sum 
llIOI lS, etc.: or upon the State~ service thei r auendanr e. to I){' sa tisfied:
Provided abo th at bv thi s order their hill s for the la-t vcarr- he not
frustralt'd. ' ,

It is further ordered . that rher shal l ht · hilt on e Ccncral l Court in th e
vcarc, vidg't . the Court of Elr-crion. and tha t to be held alTording to th e
ancient (Ilrm and cu-tomc : and hilt two Quarter Sl ' ~~i()n~ in the yea n';
\·idg't. the Oil<' in J une, the other in Ikcl'lllh"r : a nd th e)' to be he-ld
according to the anrit-nt forme a nd Custo mc: Provided, that if thr-r shall
appt'ar sper iall orca-ion. then the Govl'rnour an d Dr-putir- with the rest
of th e :" f ag i ~ t ra t es . or two of them . shall have Powre to call cyt hcr Oen
''fall Court" or more Sessio n Courts : a nd wha t former ordr-rs are COIl

Ira rie hereun to to this Present a..r, a n' made void .

A General Court did meet , possibly on specia l su m mons i ll the
following September with importa nt business to transact. amon g
o ther t hings to appoint a committee to secure a patent " for thi s Isla nd
and Islands. and the lands adjacent. " A t the same time it was con
sidered ne{"(~l'.sary to rcsurn e the two q ua rt t"r co ur ts of March and
Scprcrnlx-r.":

"'R. U :.R . I , 122-1 2:1. Thr S",,".,·ta r\" wa" h,· lon· Ih i, . supp osed to haW' Ihr,,' ·
'h il1i ll~s a day lo r a tl<." l1d'ln ce upon rhe G... nera l Court. and QU3rIl'r S""ion"
Ibid ., 110 . Th,' r"""rd, hr'" im ply a f,,, n il;a rity wilh Ih ,· " Lawn 'lil d Ccnsritu
l ions of En glan d" as wdl a, " parl ieul'lr appr ec ia tion of th.. Iuncrions of a C lrrk
of th... P' ·ar ... . Th,.r.. is a lso fo r this pe riod a ref ... ..n,." (R ,LC .R . I, 123 ) to w"g " r
uf law wh ich ..... a, not 10 I...· pn m iUrd in pro,,, culions for Ih .. ,ak 01 ...."a pon, 10
Ih r I nd ia n<-h ul no cou rt ,.a"·, fo r this period show any uS(" of this pron' durc .
L'ln ( S ~p l . [6731, Ih ,· .... 'w"'hly was to rul... tha t wh n ,. an Ind i.. n an·ust,d .. ny
01'" of sdlinll: him liquor, Ih,· I' ·!l imuny w"s to b,· hdd ,·"Iid, " ,." n· VI Ihe part y
"rcuM·d do<' in th ... ", .. nnt·r of a wa!lr r in la w·, produc ... s!x fn· ..", r n of Ih r to",n lu
l .. ; li f~ "· R,LC .H. . II , S02· 5fJ:l.

~"R . I. C. R. I , 124. "I h i; w,t< al"" th ,· orr..,iun lo r th ,' ma king of tlw rule
tha t j u ri,·, w"n· to IJ,· ehu"'n by th ,' fn "'m"n in lown m" r tin!l:, (h" j u ro" to 'lualih
fo r M"Yin ' " hy vinu,' of 11,, · T ,..,u., · .. nd Iolranl of th ,.ir Land , wh ich i, fr",'hol d : '

[to I", ,·ontill' ll"dj
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T HE PROV IIlEI\CE FR;\I\ KI.l I\ SOCIET Y

hy R O Bf R T J. THLOR ·

l x Till S Il AY of federall y sponsored ed uca tion, co rrespondence
courses. and coast-to-coast rad io hook-u ps, it la kes some imagination
to appreciat e the resoluteness of a ha ndf ul of men who M't ou t in 182 1
to im prove their knowledce of c'ht'mi!<t~ , T hey had no sim plified
textbook. 110 e-rud ite prole-or. T o ~i , 'e each ot he r mut ual a id. th ey
founded a !'oI. )ciety whi ch was to last one hundred years. and which
cont rib uted to the cultura l lift"of Providence in many different way's.
The Providen ce Franklin S(}(" iely sp onv u-ed courses of public lectures ;
it ~a ,'e sub-ta nt iallv to the Athen aeu m building fund ; it brou ght
prominent :-(·i(·mi,.ts here as spea kers ; and it pa rt icipa ted in th e move 
mcn t for a free publ ic lihrary. Among its membe rs were lead en; in
pol it ics. education. man ulacturine. law, and medicine.
Tht~ me n who or g:anil (·d the !'()('i(·ty probably ha d no dream." of tht '

influence \\ hirh their insunn ion would haw : or if they did , th ey d id
flot record thrrn . The history of the S(}("iely IlI'g-ins officiallv 011 April
1(1. 1!l21, \\I1I'n a const itution w as drawn up .nul officer s were elected
for the Philosophica l A"'«Kiat ion , the name first adopted b y the ~rollp ,

;\ (('ord ing to the rerolk-cuon of one of the' early membe rs. severa l
men had h("("11 meeting infor mally befo re th i:-o a t the ho rne of JOS{"ph
Balch. a dnu::gi:-ot on South :\I a in Street: 1 later t hey rented a room
from C hristopher Burr on Benefi t Street . At the first formal meet ing
in April th e o!Jicer!< clo-u-d wen- Will iam '1', Grinnell , pn.... idcnt :
l Ianiel S. l .awrenrr- , :-('fITtary : Charles Hadwcn , Irt·i1SIITt·r ; and
Stanford :\'('w<'ll and {)wnl M ason . gt·nera! commincc." Grinnell
nwncd a paint and hardwa re store on So ut h :'Ilain St re et , and must
hav e bee n a -u hsraminl citizen . for in 1833 he' was one of two men
('hm.en hy the' town council to meet Preside nt j ackson at :\("w York
and accompany him to j ' rm 'id('nn "," In 1831 ( Irinm-ll received an

. Cilnd id' I1" for Ph.D. d.'."·" in .-\rnrririln Ci \';li7"I; On al Bro", n L'ni\ .... ; I~·.

IR"co rd< of Ih.. I' ro\'id,·n.'" hanklin Soci. ·t ~, Ill , ~lay ll, t87 1. ~I S . in th ..
Rhod.. l <l" " d Il i, lor;..,,1 S,,,·i.., ) . Ev '"l-" rOl Ih, · Ii", \'olunu·,!MI!:'·< "f In" rlTord,
." •. not nllm l" 'r,·d.

~/b iJ . I , J.
.'R hod.' h 1.",d lI i<lol i. ,,1 ~()( ' i. ·" I', oru di,,!:•. 18i8·7'1 P,o, iJ .'n.·" 18i'l)

p. '1-1.
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ho nora rv ~L\ . from Brown lJn in~ r!-il~ .· He served a!' president of
rbe ~;nciet~ fmm its incept ion in 1821 until hi...death in 18:15. Stanford
:" e....ell. a member of the Providen ce ;\....socia tion of Mechanics and
~I a n ufacturefs, ran a n iron foundr ~ a nd later manufa ctu red cotton
r nachinerv." Owen ~l a!'On had a shoe store on North Main St reet.
and in his !opa re time performed ch emica l experime nts in hi!' rooms.
Members of his household were repo rtedly relieved when he trans
ferred his experiments to the room s of the socie ty. :\[ason was a
me mber for a time of the Providence Schoo l Committee, a founder of
the Rh od e Island Hort icultural Sodc ,ty. and a d irector nf the Provi
de-nee Athen aeum."

Althou gh the minutes of ti ll" societv stale th at a constit ution wa:>l
adopt ed, no hint is gin n of its provisions : indeed . the minutes in th e
early YI~ ars are alm ost always exas peratingly brief, for the' founders had
110 suspicion th at th ey w t·re makin g loca l histor y. The off':.uli/ation
went by thl' na me of the Ph iloso ph ical Associat ion for almost two
vea rs, hut by the end of IH22. members tho ught it desira hh- to secure
a cha rte r from the General As,,'Cmhly. The ro rnminer- appoin ted to
d ra ft the charter recommended c hangin~ the na me to the Fr anklin
Aeociauo n. In December. 1822. the membership voted unan imously
to ado pt the title Chemi ca l ..\s.<;O(" ia tion, but a t the next meeti ng the
organization reco nsidered th e qu est ion an d chose its permanent name
- T hl' Providence Fran klin S()e iet ~ 'i-and under this na me it was
incorporated by the General :\s.'«"mbl~ on j anuary 28. 1823.

Lisn-d as incorporators besides Grinnell, Lawren ce. Hadwen.
Xew ell a nd Mason. were ~ Ia:<....l. Bassett , Lori ng D. C hapin. j oseph
Balch . J r. . W illiam T , Smi th , and Geo r!':"e Baker , Of thCS<". Baler wa!'
to ach ie\'(' the great~t pro miJleoc'e in the:" comm uni ty. H e \,a~ in the
jewdry businr~.. on Xurth ~la in Sl rtTt a nd as a sideline rented chro
nonwt l'rs to ships. E1eetri(-ily was his 1'C ient ific spcc iah~. AI fllll' t iml;"
an d a llotlwr he was prl.'Side nt . d in'nor , and trustee:" of Iht' Prm 'idencr
~l lI t uall n !'o u ra nce COlllIMIlY. pn'sidl,nt of the ~Iechall i (' s ,\ ssocia tion .

llfiJtor;rtll Catalogur o f fj' o:, n trn ivnsit),. / 76-1- ·/89-1- t PrO\- id r nn' , 18'15 )
1'- :16 1.

~A n A cco un t olt hr ."irllrnt)'_ f;" t A n ni lln la , >, 01 rhr PW~'idr nu All..., ;"r'"n of
J fu hanieJ an d ,\ttl"u fM t urn . ( Pro,·id r n..r, 16b O) p.4Y,

" I{, I Socirl)' fo r Ih.· Enl'oura ~" lI1 r nl of Domr , lil' I ndu 'l r ~- Tra nIM li" nl . /873
I Pro"id"nco', 1674 ) pp . 158·62 .

: Rr ..ord. or th r P_FS ., I, 26 _

t reasurer an d ca bine t keeper of the H istorical Society, and vice
president and preside nt of the Franklin Societ~ . He "as also chosen
with Grinnell by- the town council to meet President J ackson at
:\ew Yor k."

The preamble to the con -ti t ut jon drawn up for purpc_"r.'I"S of inror
potatio n is worth q uot ing as a stateme nt of rhc aims of th e group.
It reads as Iollow s:

The advantage-s of Sc'il'n1ifie knowJ,-. d~(' arc- c-on\j-lif llomly im po rtant
in allthe concerns and a\'C)( 'a liom of civi l \(X"i'· I,·. \\·hal'·..·('[ comrib urcs
to (he ne('('~\i t il '\, the cn nve-nje-nr-e-s, or the 11I:>;urit·\ of man. i\ p rinr-ipa llv
dependent upon Ih" prac rira l application of so.-i f'lln· to ag:rir uh ure, to
commerce. and the uceful arts. Indepcndr-r uly o f the .... · physical advan
tagn . ti ll" prov-cution of sri,'ntific f t'....-a rrhr-s has a moral ope-ration upon
th" mind. 11il]JITSSI'd with t!ll's!' conside-rations, and desirous to avai l
the-mselves of the supnior adva ntage of n-socian-d nu-an s, the under
, i ~n" d a~r('(' 10 unite- t hl ' IIl ,(' I\'l'~ unde r the name of tilt" Provid en ce
Franklin S()('i,·ty and In he· hound and gO\"(' rned hy tilt" following artidt'~ . '

The constitution it-elf ralk-d for four olfi("('rs and a sta ndi ng com
mince to he eler n-d ann ually : the by-law s provided for a semi-annua l
tax, not cx('("("din j:!; five do llars. 0 11 each mem ber. Xew members wer e
to be- propounded fou r weeks in adva nce of election to membership :
the -ocie tv was to meet \\1"('1.:"-: and the sta nd ing co mm ittee was
cha rged ,,:ith obtaining a lecturer fOT each rnecring. !"

So much fur the fundament al orga niza t ion of the .£:'[(lU p. Chan ges
in the bv-la ws W (,[f' made fm m time to time. hut these changes. if
\.ignifica~t, ..\ ill he mennoned in thei r propt'r plan'. O f primary in
te rcsr a re the scienufic ac tivities and community pm j("cts of the societ y.
Thl' hi!otor y: of th t" nr~;lIl ization di,-ides ibdf cOIl\'('nkntly into l'("wral
pt·riods. From itl' inn'ptioll in IR:!I unti l 1826 the !otlCiety \\as chief1~'

conc('[I1('11 wit h imprm 'inl!: t hl' memlK'rs' kno\\II'd ~(' of chem istry .
T he int rodud Of\· lt·('ltl[(· in th is l'Cil'n((" was g-h 'cn ~ I a y 8. 182 1. hy
J O!ol'ph Bak h. J~..l l who ra n an a pol heca r~ 's shop \\ il h his fa thn .
T hereafter ItTtun'S o('('urred al ir: egllJar intl' rvals throughout the
first , ea r and fina lh sett led tlim n to a week i\' sdwdlllf' . ~kmh('[s

\\("ft'-ord inari ly: gin';l ,i1loul four we(·b· Ilotice ~o Iha l tlwy could pn··

' Bio1l'ra]Jhical d" lai l, h orn I{ , 1. H i' I, SOlO. /' Wc. . 1878·7~1 , 1'1'. 'I1·'lI'.

!'Rrcord<of Ihr r _F,s , I, '11.:\ 2.

1<>Jbid ., I , 32·1 4.

11 /bid.• I , l.
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pa re th('Illl-t"IH's ade-quateh . Aftr- r Balch 's paper. th er e followed in
order lectures nn light a nd heat, ;IlJinity, oxygen, nit rogen , hydrogen .
carbon. sulphur ami phre-phnmus, alkalies. at-ids, vege ta ble sllhsta nn·~.

anima l l>ul>:-tann·s. (· arth~ . wa ter , ferme ntation. galvanism. auno~

pheric ai r. com bustion. l"tc 12 For the most pa rt the minutes of till'
society' are conte-nt with a han' list ing of lect ure titles. hut the nne 011

hyd rogen i~ dc~.,ih(·d in c'uough detai l to show the nature of th~c'

lect ures :

\1 1. Ch ••pin delivr-n-d a It-('(uw on H vd rog cn. which -ubj r-ct ";J~ illu-.
trate-d by ohtainin~ lilt' pr inripb-of lI ~ drot::" n frn" from it-, l'(>lllhilMlion
wirh O"'\C:"Il. and hUfIl inc: it , i~~uf'inc: from a tuh.· utrach..d 10 th, ' \"(', .,..1
in whi,'{ it wa s procure-d . .-\ bladd"r-'wa~ filk-d with the ga~. and the ga _
presse-d thruugh a sto p.. -nt 'l. into <,();,\P bubble<, which fO"I ' hv the-ir ~p''''

cifir- h-vitv, thl"'«' on appl~ing a Iighl t'xploded : thc' bladder he'ing partl~

inflated with aunospheric air . till" intonation was much louder. '1'111'
-ub jr-ct wac fu rt he- r c·... plain-d. by nhtaining Hydrogen combined wirh
carbon and Phosphorou-. which comhina tjonv were di-rincrlv Carbu,
rcncd and Pho-phun-ned H vd roe r-n ga_: Ihc~ wefl' burm-d undr-r
different rif('ull1~tann'.. t·xhihitinlt come pka~ing and intt''' '''li lll.!
apl)(·arann~.' 3

O bviou-ly, dcrnonsrration wax the core of these lectures. and the
society be ga n e;lrly to accu mulate appa ra tus for illustrative purpu~""

rn r»t of the IIWIll"y for pu rchases coming probably from the semi
a nnual tax nil mem bers. E" idently the amo unt of il pparatll~ l::n'"

rapidl y. fOf hc·g i nn in .~ in \lay. IR22. a committee of {\H ) was ap
poi nted t"Try fnur \H·c·b ttl arra ng(' and k('ep in order tht· aplM rat u~

bclongin,l{ to thl' a~".x iatioll.' · Th i ~ pr an ice cont inued fur a 10l1l::

prriod. and o{T,,~ionally t he t'ntin' nwmllt'n-hip d('H)!t' d .1Il ('\Tlli ng
to cleaning and arra ngi ng the: '·quiplllC"nt . .\Ix nll two yt';lfl> 1;lIt'f .
the tn'a:-url'r wa:- au!ho ri/.c·d to obtain a loan of $~1I() to Inn mor e
appara tus. l'>iIHC' Ih(" ~I('ic· t~ wi:-h"d to tah' a,h amage of \\'illiam
Gr innell's propo~'d t rip to Europe.1.", T he memhcr~ also "oted to in
sure the ('q uipnU'l1t tlwy al read y had . Th us th o.: .. philn....l phi{·a l ap
paratus." ;\:- il was ('allt·d. Iwralll e tht' lIudcus of th,' soc it'ty's colln 
tiolls. wh ich \\t'n' to .L:" fllW.I{H'a t ly in :-i/.e and di\Trsit ~ with th t' pas:-illl.:
,ra rs.

I~ /bid .. 1. l .h .
l:l / b id., I , 'I.
I ' / bid.. I. II.
I." t bid.. I . ~ ;

:\l ost of the addi tions ttl t he coll(·("tiolls fa me after 1826 and ma y
be more appropria tely di!'o(" us.-.rd la ter , hut in addition to the acc umu
la tio n of a ppara tus, this period S-.1. W thl' bezinning uf two othe r divi
sions uf the collections. 011 J une 4, 1 8~2 . after a lect ure on mineral
o~y bv Lo ring D, Chapin. it \\a:- resolved tha t .. It shall be the d uty of
each member to present to the association sur h ~pe-rimens of minera ls
as he mav be able to obtain in thn-e ..... eeks from this rime ."!" Here
was the bcginnine of th e mineralogica l cabine- t. ..... hich ere..... ultimatelv
to cont ain several thousand specimens. And a Iew month... lat er , the
library of the association had its otlicia l inception ..... ith the resolution
that each member deposit at the laboratory' on loan scientific books
to he under the carl" of a librarian chosen hy the members.'

The society ..... as nut cxdu:-in·ly concerned ith self-improvement.
for ('\'('11 as earle 0101'0 J uly. IS22. thc' members ere making: plans for
a public exhibition . which ..... as actually held on O ctobe r 23 . The
program consisted of six lecture demonstrations upon subjects al ready
presented to the societv . O Wf"I1 ~t al'>( JIl led off w ith "Crvstalization
and Affin ity." follo .....ed hy I). S. La .....-rence and L. D. Chapin on
" Electricity:' Sanford :'\1"\\ 1" 11 on " Hydrogen ," Joseph Balch, J r.• on
"Oxygen." Georgt" Baker on "Lieht and Heat," and W illiam T .
Grinnell on "Combu..tion." l ' Apparcm lv thc~ first effo rts at public
education were ent irely succc-Jul. an d the follow illK ~ear a series of
similar lectures w as uiven before the ap prc'nticcs of the :\lech anics
.-\s.sc)Ciat ion. the as."()("iatioll pay inl.:' the ( "o..ts for the COUI1'(' , l1' Sillce
!ot','eral uf tht· founde~ of the Frankl in StKicly wrr(' 010 1,.., memhcl"!' of
the \(e{h ani('s As."()(" ia tion . it Wil" prohahly th rou gh thcir ..u~gotion
that the two grou~ l'>(l {'ooplTatt·d . Thi:- wa~ but th e first of se"era l
times \\hell tht" two Or~al1il;l ti{JII" \\orkt'd togc:ther for the ir m ut ual
hrnd l t.

By IR23 th r ..ocic ty had Illtl w <! from Christophe r Burr'~ buil ding
011 B('llefit StUTt til rollms hired frollt T rum an Bc·rk ith on South
\lai n Slre(~t. For a time th e l'>(l{ 'il't~ rlillti111Wd with its C'ckly lectures
g-in'n by IlwlllhtT.. appoi11lnl \\1,11 ill ;l dLIIlU ·. hilt in th l' years IH25
and tR~(i in({'I'c..t l a g,~ ('d . and tht' millllt!'l> hC '("(Illu' sputtc:d with tell-

I'i /bid.• i . 10 .

17J bid., i . 21.

l ' l bi d . , i , I'

lUI bid , i , ·to~ -ll. 50 , 5 1
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O Wf,:'i M \ .~o " , 17"ti- 187:\
O n" of till" i"corporato.. of Ih,' Fra nklin Soci"t,· \I r \1. " 0 '" i" " dd i·

liu n 10 lh ,' hou r, 'fH'nl in l h ~ hoo l and ,ho,' bu,ili~;, h~d II". ta, t,· and
fou nd t he tinlt" 10 >Iu d}· m;nn" logy, hot an y, .-herni,try, a nd hOr1i",,Jtur~
fI ,' had on~ (If lh,· "'..'\ colb-crions "f minnal, i" "",,,w England . and I h ~

minrr" l, Mason i l ~ , found in R hod ,· h la nd, wa' "alm'd for him. Brow n
l"ni"~ f,il' · l'c<:oil'lti,,'u hi, "hilili... an d "onfnr~d l h,' d , ' ~ r ~{' of .\ .\ 1.
upon him in 18:\8 .

tale records sur-h as "no quorum present " an d no bu sine ss tran s
<H Ied, " Perhaps the first sign of deol y wa s a resolut ion in J anuary
182 ;, permitting the lecturer to invite as Illany spena lo rs to his lee
Hire as he wish ed.e'' lncreasinulvoftcn no lecturers a l all were ap
pointed , hut a gTnera l topic (or discussion wa s proposed (or th e ne xt
mretin g. Thus a discussion of "ca loric" was on the docket (or six
nn'crings. rompetinj; feebl y \\ ith th e ~er r{'t a ry's entries of "no quorulll
pr esent." 011 October 10, I R ~(i , thr- org a niza tio n shook o IT its h-rh
a rgy and resolved the Iollowing : "Encouraged by th e success that
ha s hitherto attended our effor ts 10 obtain a knowled ge of the Scicm-e
of Chcmistrv . and anx ious of enlargin g- th e usefulness of our inst itu
tion , it is ex pod ir-nt that its ob ject sho uld be ext ended so as to embrace
the S{·ieIUTs genera lly and gCllera l l i t e ra l ure:'~1 With th is resolution
tht' Franklin SIJriet y en tered upon its secon d ph ase, whi ch lasted lin til
th e Civi l War period .

Bel-ide s broade-ning the ai ms of the sot-it-tv, the members decided
to make an effort to get " men of talents" in to the organizatiou so th at
t he enla rged program would he possible. At 11](' next m eetin g fou r
teen new me mbers were propoun ded. and soon after wards t he ad
mission fee was reduced from five dollars to three. The societ~

ret urned to its planned lect ure syl-Iem and the titles of subseq uent
len urn rcv r-alrhe r ha ng t' th at had ta ken pla ce. Dr. Richard Brownell
delivered a " ra pid sketch of th e ae neral ron stitu t ion of m all . a nd th e
vit al principle :" a nd Dr. S. B. Tobe y lectu red on the circulation of
thr- blood . In 11-\28 J osiah Law ton ga \T an introduc tory ta lk on
bot an y, III 1829 Dr. J re-eph ~I aura n lre-turt-d on phrenology : Sa mu el
Edd y \ ind ica ted th e use of ce rtai n words used by l\ew Engla nders ;
\\", H. Pa tt en talked on prejud ices aga inst la w : an d Willia m Grinnell
discussed thr- prop osed charter for {'it ~ eovem rncnt . In I fUO Albert
C ort on (; f(Tllt' le-ctured on sculp tu re a nd ~ta l ua ry .~~

Tlw na mes of th e lect urers suggest th at "nu-n of talents" had ber-n
secured . Doctors Xlauran an d T obey WITt' both Ieadinu phy.«it-ians,
T(lbe ~ be ing a lso rhaurellor of Brown from IHj 4 unti l his death in
I Hili ami one of th e founders of t he Rhod e Island 1 1 ( )sr i t al . ~: l Albert

~" fbid", I , ea.
~I fbid .• I , 88,
~~ fbi,l.. I",,,im,
~:< Il;olU"f'hi.-,, 1 un"ib 0" ~Lo u "l1l mid Toh,·,. f"OI Il tl l<" U. I . Biol""I,hic,,{ C\ clo

l"di(l 1i'lo,'idnK.·, IBB1 ) pp . 210 :1_61, :1:10.
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Gorto n (;,(" ("n(" \\ a~ a promi nen t judcr- and a president of the H i-tor
icn l SOCiCI~ _ "lhe- ~('afl' follow ill~ 1 1l ~ 1i brought int o the (,r~a n ilation

lTlan y lead in g: ci ti/.(·II~; a fn, names will suffice t o ~UIU~Not t he divcrsir v
of profes sions represented . "\mol1l~ the m ost notable were Zachariah
Allen , invento r. a uthor o f bo o ks 0 1\ t ilt" tra nsmission o f power , a
founder of the sel"l l11 d At henaeum . a trusu-c of Bro wn , a nd supcrin
n-ndr-nt of rlu- ron-uurtion of Butler Hospita l ;~~ \I o:"t's Brown
Lockwood . rc.ulu-r at the Fr iends Sfhoo l. member of the Providence
Se'huol Com mim-c. manufacturer , a nd di rector of a hank and a ll

insu ra nce romp;1I1 ~ ." Joseph K. An~e1L prominent law yer a nd
\\ riter on lczat rnau crs ." a nd \\"alt c R. Danforth, rit y co uncil mom
be r, mayor. and cus toms collector for the Port of Providence."

Somewha t la ter thr !oI lC iet y included on it" rolls C harles S, Hrad lev.
C hid j ustice of the Su preme Court and lat er professor of law at
H a rva rd : Amos I'erry. educa to r, consul a t Tunis. and secr etarv and
libraria n of the His tc ricnl Society ; ~I (" r ri r k Lyon, principal of the
U nivcrsirv G rammar Sc hool. rru-mh...r of the Sc hoo l Commin ee . and
a tr ust ee of Brown : ReL Edwin ~ 1. Stone, U ni ta r ia n minister . his
torian, a nd biozrapln-r : a nd Set h I'ndclford . governor of the Stat e
from IfHiY 10 IH 71 . ~" Other importa nt na mes could lx- added. too.
thou gh it should not hI' con cluded thai th e society had no room for
ordinary citizens as \\1·11 , In 1830 the number of resident m...mberv
w as for ty-nin e : in IH: \-l, fin v-rhree : and in 185 7. sev...nt ~ -~ix .~~ Per
ha~ thr peak wa" lea('h(·d in 18 78 \\ hen OIl(' h i"torian .':;I\'r thr tot al
Illemher~hip a~ lx·in .1: m'er thr...e hUlld rrd . :t" T h(· ten n " resident
nwm lxr" n':-u!l(-tl from a das._ifi,a tion of the m('mhc~hi p made in
I KiB illlo re~id (· IlI . m rrr:-pondinl:. an d honorary m(·mbn~. Thr first
honora ry nwmlwn; r k fled \,ere Co!. Fra nci~ Peilhod y of Sall'!l\ .
~ l a s......,h u~II~. ,tIld Prof. John IX· Wolf. J r.. of Bri"IoI. ~ 1 L:n...r the

~ ' Ib id.. p. nll·til.

~"'R I. Soc . for f. n< 'O U U l{(· ll W nl 0 011I. Ind"<,, T", ~ s .. 187"1. PI' . 1~Il·H .

;:''H . I . lIw £. Crclo/lfdi<l , PI). 251-5:1,

~~ R . I. Soc . for Enn", ru: ~ I1\" n { J)OJll . I nd l" " T"ms .. /86/, 1'1',1:1', If .
;:' Bioo:raphica l d"l"i l, from fI , I . lIio ,~ , C),,j,,p,'/ia, pll"i", . n, 'I.. il, oJII Sto n<'

fror" \{",urd<of llll' p ,,.. . ~ ' . I ll . J a n. 15. 11110
~"Clla,'n ,wd 8; -1.,,:,', t." 111 , P, ,,,,. F ' a nA/PI S"c. , fUI ttl<' 'T,Il~ 18·10 . 18J-t,

;lIld 1857 .

:l"[ Ed ",,, rd D, Hil, bn ...'''-! ,'d , H i,I", ) of 111, S·" " 01 R. I . I'h il..d ...lph ia, lIo,, ~

M,d Wad" 18i8 ) p, 2ti')
3I R, ("o rd< of Ih,' I' t ',s , I , III

I
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hono rary nu-mbers includcd B...nja min Silliman. Iamou- r hemis trv
professor a t Yak , a nd Francis Wayland , president of Brow n. Corte
spend ing members were adm itted from as far away as ~Llll iia and
Canton. The relations bctwer-n Silliman and the !"ll('iety were pa r
t ir ularlv cordial . for in I82-l he was v-nt a brooch of "Bristol amethyst
and fine g-old" in r-coanirion of " mutua l a cts of r-nur tesv;" a nd in
]fUn a brirf histo ry of th e s ocirt v was se-nt to him for inclus ion in his
j"u rn a l.a~

Bcside" the di versificmio n of k n url' sub jects and th e add ition of
ma ny new m('IlII)(TS, th e g:rowinl: size of the ,ollrfl ions test ified to
thr - new \ ' i ~or of the !"lx iety. Some of the most important add it ion"
\\ ere in natural h i ~tory . T o the membe rs' own collect ions of min...rals
\U'f(' added a co llection ziven hv S teu be n T aylor in 182-l an d an other
of on... hundred "ixty specimen.. IIf Derbvshir e min erals a nd fossils
in l K28 .;\'1 B\ 18 76 the mineral cabinet contained soml' fin' thousand
-pecimcns. exclusive of 1\\ 0 "peda l colle r tions-c-the J ackson collect ion
of Rhod e bland rocks and miner als a nd the Re~ nold - collect ion of
nrc s:H In IK27 ~ Ii s.~ Betsy Ea rk proented the ~l)dety with a coll ec
lion of l;hell" ,11 ](1an idol from th e Sa ndwich Islands. th us originat in,1:
two important hrnnchr-s of ttu- collec tions. By 1876 th e sec tion on
condlO log-y cuntaine'd a nearl y complete collect ion of Rhode Isla nd
shells as wi'l l <l!'> two h undred "p('('i('s from all over the world .a.'I
Ca ptain Abcm. .a corres po ndi nc nu-mber of the society, made norahl...
additions to the Sou th Sea Isla nd mal a ial. and in tinw Ihi,. ro lll" t ion
was UIIINlal in it!'> richne-". HlIllai ninl.:. \\ ar dubs . lann~. ido ls, canOC"S.
a nd other ohj,,( t ~ t1~d by thr 1l ,llin'lo, T h(' ~lCi{"ty abo Mfumulatro
in:..t·n "Jlt"ci lllcllS. hrrb;lria of Ih(' pla nts of Rh.xJ(· h land . !' rm ·idcnre.
a nd ot hr r plan~. an d ~pecinl('lb of birds, the latta num hninl: thn 'e
h und red !n 1Ri6,

Don at ions pOUfn.l in upon th(' !"l Jrkl\ !o() rapidly in I R28 and 1829
tha t th(' or.l:ani la tion. in Ifll(' -.c iellli fit' ~p i ri t. [('l,ol \('d that each
important n l!1 t rih uliotl "ho uld h... turned o\ er to a cOlluni ttce which
would write a rq)On for the lT1 elllh..r ~hi r on the 'i('it'ntifil' signifit·'HHI'
of the gift. Th is prart il' c \<a" ("II"'H'd for years, An d it wa" alst)

:';:lbid,. 6:\, 1:1.1,
:u .-\ ll in formation On don;Hiun, il l;lk!"ll £tom th o' IllS. n ..-ord uf donalion< "-l"f> t

h, Ihr socio·ly. !>IS in R I. H isi . Soc

3 ~ R..("ord<of r .' , ~ . II, J an" 187 ti
~~/b ,d , . I I I, J .•n" 1"0",
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roohrd in 18:lY that printed in- rru.uons be drawn up and ,I:iw n to
-hip ca pt aim a nd other likel y J>l'n;on~ to guide them in collecting
m aterial for the society.3fl :\' (Jr was a ppara tus for the ph vsical "'{'iencf'!'
Io:-.t ~i.g h t of a" the number of donat ion" in na tural histor v increased.
In 18311 Colo nel Pea bod y donated "a handsome :"<'t of clcctrica l
tubcs;' in 18J J Cra .... fo rd Allen .I:a , 'r $ ISO to buv "a :-l'1 of in..tru
r ncnts 10 iII11Hral Cthe mechanical pm~ er!' :" a nd in 183.')J uh n Farnum
presen ted a solar mic ro-cope. W illiam Grinnell in 18 33 ~;l\ (' $:)00 ,
.... h ich wa !' to be invc-tcd and the income used to pun-hu-e chemica l
a nd phy~if;d apparatus ; a t h i..dr-ath the :-l)(" irt y received anothe-r $:)00
10 lx- use-d in a similar W<l ~ . :\ ~ with the natura l hist or y material.
the-re ha .. remained no fa ta l0.l-: o f the ..mit,ty'!, appa ralux, but a Ii..tin g
in I Illl I ' If the n-n most important pil 'tT!' of cquipmcnr" is !'ug gn t i\T:

I. a n "ch-rtri..al marh im- with otln-r I'kn rical a p pa ra tus s\lllicil'ni for
a fu ll !'our"'" of \'x!-wrinwllts ill f r-ittinnu l d tTtridty"

2. an a ir pu mp
:t a "];11£:" pm-umat b- Irou~h . with vuit of gla~s re-rr-ivr-rs"
-l, " Atwoods murh irs-"
.J. "COi'IJ'tT ~as hold<T" a nd oxv-hvdrosn-n blow -pipe-"
b, all analvtir-al halan...· wit h \... i ~h t ..
7. a pparalu, illu. trati ng th,' primipk-, of 111<"1 hani....
R. " \\' i ~h t llJ<tn'" mode-l of till' vn-am "ngilw"
9. a modr-l of a hvdraulic I"""

10. tool~ and man-rial- fo r tIl<" p1O""T\OItion of natural hivrorv ..1J't ·,illll"n ~

:\' nt r\Tr~thi n .r: tha t fo un d il!' \\ a ~ into t he :-lXiet~'~ ('(.Ilrfl i"m ..a~
o f purdy ~inllific inter("ot. lk ..itlf'!' IHllllnollS foin.~, more o r Jf"S,.~ rarf'.
all ~lrl.. of fu ri..-r.; were dt'p'''' ited in t hf' fabinrt~. Onr !'U,'p'TI.S Iha l
hOIl!'f'hnldn" r1ea ning: 0111t he ir l.':ar rf'l.~ and ha ting 10 Ih ruw a Wa\ I.':tlod
t h in,,'!' rf'l if\ "'d their con~cinH t~ h y ~'ndi nl:" their Il1t'nll' llIn~ to t hf'
."'Kil' ly ra thn t han to t h,' t ras h ht·ap. T hm Iht, dona lion honk li.st.s
.... f u rio us sjX'f im ell of radi~h root : ' a ho x m adt, fw m Ihe w"o d of
tIlt" (,'ml'a . ~p('r imens of ..t (lll e~ from t he \\ 'aterloo battlegroun d , a nd
a s till' ('f(lwllill,1.': glo r~ pn ha p" a ( hi p frum t he rurk (l J] wh idl ( ;;Ipta in
Cook W,I' a !le.gt'd ly killed .

'1'llI" gn J\ \ Ih in sizt' a lItl d i, n sil ~ l,f tIlt" {( llkClinll~ lll ;](k it "XIll'di cll t
In d ivide the mem he rs in to tkpartlllt' llls 01' lonunil1('('s, t'ar h dnrolt'd

:U '/lild., I, 121·22 .

:I' /b id , II . .\b \ 21, 18(01.

to some special pursuit. In 18J:? eight department- were set up :
zoo lcgv, hotan~, g('f,l"g~ and mineraloav . nlll(hollJ~~ , historv and
antiqui ties. mer/Mni!!' and useful arts. fine art!', and miscellaneous."
F rom lim e to tim e t\f"W departments were added and older ones were
dropped !'(l that the li:'lin,gflf them in the minutes o f annual meeting"
indicate, clearly tilt' (ha nging scientific interests flf the Fran klin
xocicrv . In 183.1, fo r ('x.uu plt',;~ dep art ment of phrl:no logy (o nr of
the sc ient ific fads o f t he t'a rl~ nineteen th ce n turv ] wns added, h UI it
was drop ped "'lllIe :-l'\ ell vears lat e r. ,\ s interest in llIolo,L::" Yinc reased.
sub-depa rtments o f I'Tllomolo,gy a nd omhhologv a ppea red. and h~

18.")R they wefl ' listed a lnn.1:" with their p.m-nt as full-Hed ged depart.
nu-nt s. a s \\ as 111l' dcpa runem of herjX, tol cJg y. ' I'h i~ s.mu- ~ ea r brought
an rnd to tilt' dr-partme-utx of lim' art" and <l A"rinlltllu'. th r- la tter ha v
ing lx-en first flJrJw'd ill 1114- -1-. III lRS!) thl' hillllJ~it'al lit'i('ru-t·s had
('\n~ t h ill.L:' their \)wn \\ a y, m-w deparrment-,he in ,g rrt-an-d in anatomy
and physiolog ~ , 1lI;1I11 11l~t1ogy, i(·hthyolo,gy, a rt iculat a . a nd microg
raplo : a nd in 18liO rnnu- de partments in cr ustacea. mollusca. and
radia ta." I t i ~ worth nOlinL: th a t the department of mic roq ra phv di d
sorrn- work in mi{'fo·ph()lo,graph~. its pho to graphs o f thr-sca les o f the
pond shiner Ik'illL: ..uppo-cdlv t he first exa mple!' o f ..urh work in
Provid ence. I "

a-Ib id., I, 2'll,
3" lbid .. /JnJJ,m.
·"Ibid.. II . .\b r. :In, 1800 .

Itohe- ront'iud ...d

:\OTI CE

T ht' Rhod,' 1 ~la l1d H isl!"i('a l Society w i.•ht'~ 10 ("(lilt inul' 10 expa nd
il:.,L:('neid ugi('a l ('o lll'ftioll t.f so tlthlTll :\' ew En .gland famil il':;. Th rough
t he generosity o f till' Ct·llt' ~d lJ gira l Soei t, t~ of t:lah \\e a re al I h i ~

tim e a b le to d n thi,s hy nwa nlio f m icrofilm ,

.\Ian y famil y u Tllnb ha \'t' llt'ell kept for ,gt· t ll' ra tinn~ ill lll <ln Usc rip t
form ; hlJl liinn ' t ht·\ arf' ll11pllhlislwd . the\ ' a n' lIt1t ;I\'a ila hk to sea rc h
n !'. If an ~ 01lt' ha~ ..w h r("('ord~, we ~ha lJ ht' pka,st'd if they will not if ~

U~. \\'e {"a ll th en arr~tllL:t' 10 ha \T them mit rofi ltllt'd for our l i hra r ~ .
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Dr. .\ n huf Adam s, F.S..\ .. lib ra ria n HfTrin itv Co ll("ge, Ha nford ,
Co nn .. \\ ho editt'd ~~' the Chl'$hi,f' I ·isitnt ion P('d;~'l't's . 166.'1, says that
the 16 13 and the IiiI'd \ ·i"ila lioll 1'('dign·c 'S do 1101 piece together: at
least he cannot tel l whr-rerhc man " ho h(",gin" the 1663 pedigree be
longs in rhe 1613 pcdierec. In tile' original official 1663 Visita t ion
boo k in the Cnllt"gr of Arms. Lo ndon, he found a note on the margin
of the pag(" r apparcmb rC"ferring to the statement thai no proof was
made of rhe arms I . ··:-{"e BClClk "f Grants III ."

In LX V I 191.')) of the Ha rleian Socit"ty Publica t ions, entitled
"Grantees of arms name-d in Doquct-, and Palems to the End of the
:\:\·11 Ccnturv. Preserved in the" British _\ l u~um,·· ctc.. appean; this :
:\f a lbon. George, of Bradley, Cheshin-, 20 .-\ u~. Ili8J. by Sir \\"illiam
Dugdale and Xorrov , Harl. ~I S 6R:H . fn. liR: Grants III, fo. 205.
The blazon of the arms i~ IIl1t gin"n and for s ome unexplained reason
dO<"S nOI appt"ar in an ~ of the v isitations.

.\ t the Colle~e of Arm... " e find that the arms
cramed by Dugdale and Thomas St. George oil 20
"\ lIg. 1683 to George ~la lhll1W IIf Bradley. Cheshi re,
arc or, '1 bends gouo,,; ,.,,,,in(' tl1l d .~Il lf'$ with Cn'S!
-s-a Iio" 's h f'ad erased or }.:o r.l:.rd /t,ith a d ouble collar
.!;obonat('d ermin e an d .l! l/ln .

Dr...vda ms in ter pret- th(":oo(" records to me-an that in Iflln George
:\f al bo n secured a grant of the ~ l alhCl Il a rms refe rred 10 in 1663 as
without proof of ri~hl. TIll" no....' rden'nn' in the ollic ia l 1663 Visita
tion hoo k in the College of Arms 10 Ihl' G ra nt hoo k ma ke him confi
dent tha t Geor~e ~I alhon l' lC lk il m'" ~ran l. no t hein g ahl(" to produce
proof s.'lIisfanor~ tu th l' H(·ra ld:- of 01 ri~hl 10 the arms :-uhmi lled in
1663.

~" ])r . ,\ dalll' , ,' n ll' ," IH'r of tl", Rhod,· ],];,nd lI i' lo ri,·" l Sot'i,·". ha' Ih~ di"in~

I;on of he·i" ,": t il'" o"l~' :\uwric,," 10 ,.di t OI l<" of Ih ,. ' ·olum,., uf Vi,i l"l;oo p,.d i'ln·..'
pu hli,h,.d I" , h.. Ha rl,.ia n S04- i ~I ', I.ondoll.

I t would :--f."em. nl·\·I,n h("k ....,. that tlll' t:: ra llt \\ <lS I1I U d 1 in the natur("
of a confirmation. since th e chan,g'c (rom ;1 bend 10 2 brnds is
jus t th e sorl of ··d ifTeft·Il((·" Ihe III·ralds introdun'd in rases wh ere a
~ran t o ( ann s a pproxima ted a llJal lha l had b(TIl u~J wilhuut author 
ity by th e falllil ~ 10 \\hidl tltt · ~ra l1t was m ade. Theil th ere is Ill("
changc from (o", /;on / argt' ll / 10 .!!. o!lo ll': n ll/i llc, whi ch ha s yet to
he explain ed.

T homa, = Elil alll·th
2' "ifI '

I
(;I 'llTl1;I' :\blhlln =

II
T holll;I' :\b lh"n =

~-- I

Armv : Or, a bOld (OU lllo «Om/,O'II'I' 0,:;.'11/ aud :!"/l·1.

:\0 pn lClh- made ' of the-e Arnu-
William :\l.1lh" w· nf Rradln = CatlH'rinl·. a wid"w 19 Elil .

. I

~I A LRO ,," ... R ~I ~

The unt ;HWUIlI of th e ~lal hon family is in Hall's San tlt·i<h
(Xantwich. 18RJ ), II does not giw a cha rt pedigree of th e fami ly.
bu t .~n'S a /.: rea l oral of inform ation about ra rious members for a
considerahh- pe-r-iod. It ....ly~ tha t arms. Of , tu-o bendlets l'ompon.:
or.!!cnl and .~ Illn. are on the memorial uf T homas ~Ia lbon of Bradley.
who died in 165S.

O rme rod. in his H islo ry of Chester , III. p. 3 18" ...tales th at the
ancien t arms of the :\1.llhons of Bradley H all, or, Itt.'o bendteu com
pon i aree nt and ,eu1n , were disallowed by DII~da le in th t" Vj!i.ital ion:
of 1663 4. This i.,not a true statement uf fa ct for the arms disa llowed
were or. a bend counter-com pone or.i:.t'nt and gules,

E. Alfred J Oll t'S in his artirl(" in Antiques describes th e arm... on the
~I a lbone muu as or , tu -o bt'ndlrtJ eobonv ermine and f.: uln and adds
that these arm... of ~I al hom· " ere cran red in 1683 to George .\ta lhon
of Brad ley, Ch(~h ire.

The 16 13 Chechire Visitarions has a pedigree of Malbon. but no
arms. In the 11i6.1 Che-hire \ ' isitarions is th e following five-eenerancn
pedigree. hr~inn i n ,£; with a W illiam ~I albon of Bradley a nd ending:
wit h a Ge'Clr~(", horn r, 1M~, whic h "a" disa llowed by Sir W illiam
Du edale. Xorw y Kint:: of Arms.

:\hLIIOx

I
O,·orl-:'· :\bllllln of Brad k \" = K'lth,Hin... da . of

IlI 'rrJ r. 1010
Adlllol} . (C1lt', ter) 1679

( ;"org-I" born (. 1fi4~l

IChn hi". I ·i li/ II / ioll P.'d'-!!I" ,.•. IMi:1. Pub. of l la rl,·ian S,\('.
(London. 1!141) XCiII , p. i C/ .J

"'
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Ot her th an giving the offi cial blazon of the arm!', th e gra nt recorded
at the College of Ar ms tells us noth ing about G('o rgc ~falhon . beyond
th e Iart th at he was a pnson uf good reputa tio n a nd of competent
estate to support the condi tion of a gentleman.

Althou gh no proof is known to the wr iter , it seems probable th at
Peter Malbone of Virginia was of an armigr rous family. Co l. Godfrey
Malbone .....as Iort v-thrrc vcars old in I i:18 when his father Peter died
at Norfolk. Virginia . a t the age of scventv-one. He undnubtcdlv
knew from his Iarher th e name of his grand father an d th e plan : in
Englan d where he lived .

It would seem from his Virginia will. dat ed 173 7, that Pet er
Malbon e was a man of considerable wea lth and possessions. His
beq uests included two lots wit h the hOUR'S. etr., situa ted on Main
Street, Norfolk. Va. : a small house with kitche n. smoke house. store.
milk house, stable. garden. an d other conven iences on the land next
ad joining the old Court House ; land . on which the old Co urt House
stan ds, with buildings an d imp rove men ts: lan d and ho uses ne xt this
parcel ; IWu lots of lan d in Church Street with the bui ldin gs a nd [m
provernems; land . held " for lives.' from Peter Godfrcv; a plan tat ion
called "Walnut Cod;" household furni ture; horses and catt le an d
stuck in Prin cess A n ne Cou nty. negro slaves, et c. ( J / albone Pa/lers. )

Peter " Ialhon e's first wife was Elizabeth. wh ose ma iden na me is
unknown. H is second wife's name was " Iargarct. H is first son.
Godfrey. horn in Princess Anne Count y. Virgin ia. was per haps nam ed
after his gran d mot her who may ha ve bee n a Godfrey, H is second son
was named George (whic h may he significa nt or merely coincidental ).
and his third son Peter, probably na med afte r his fa th er.

Wh en Colonel :\Ial bone ordered his armorial silver made in Eng
land in 1742, he m ust ha n ' sent the silversmith a drawing in colors of
these arms for the engra\'(~d M albonc arms arc complete in e\"er ~

detail, even to the tinctures. The arms an' those of " lalhon, Brad ley.
Cheshire, gran ted in 1MB. with 2 bends in-read of a bend and the
compone IIr;;en t changed to ;;oboll': [(OIll /lOn.;] ermine,

As for h is wife's fa mily, Colonel :\[alhorw certainly knew tha t th eir
a rms wen' th ose of Scott Ha ll, roo Kent. for her b rother, J udge
Edward Seen. was the owner of the ancient Scott Pn ligree Roll
~howi !lg: the im pa led arms of nine .c:entTa liolls of this family. Just how
the wrong Scutt arms rarnr- to be engraved 011 this silver will never he

known. Probab ly what happened was that Co lonel Malbone thoug-ht
tha t these arms were so well known that he simply specified that
"Scot! Hall" arms he cnq ravcd on the silver and that the silvers mit h.
una ble to find an~' such arms, used the only Scon coat shown in
G uillim's Display of H erald ry ( 1724) .

Wh en th r- chest of Xla lbom- a rmoria l silve r a rr ived in Newport.
both families mus t have been \T ry much upset ove r this mista ke, but
the silver was bo ught and pa id for. an d there was nothing: tha t could
be done about it.

Forty-one ~ears ago. in I!--I09, the descendants of Hon . W illiam
H unter erected a tablet on the sout h wall opposite the Malbon e pew
in Trinitv Church tu the me mo ry of Colonel Godfrey Malbonc and
his wife. On this tablet are the a rms of Malbone impaling those of
the wrong Sco tt family, as shown un the 1742 :\falbone silver. In the
interest of historical accu racv. these Scott arms shou ld he replaced by
the correct arms.

FAMtLY I.F:TT~:RS

Among the M albom- Paper-s a rc many important letters tha t ha n '
never bee n pu blished. T he follow ing lett ers tic in with the period
of the "1 ;:dOOne a rmorial silver and are of sufficient histor ica l interest
to warra nt their publication her e.

The first was written from Newport, Rhode Island , by Kath er ine
" ta lbone to her son Godfrey :\[ all>ol1e. J r.• then a bench er in Lincoln'50

Inn. London. England. It sta rts off wit h the pa rents' usual lament
about their ch ildren not wr iting- to them. in which respect . Godfrey.
j r., seems to have established some sort of a record . for he did not
wr ite 10 his fa th er or mo lher for "ig ht mont hs. wh ich if no thi ng else,
prows coru-lusivelv that this particular student was not out of funds.

Ocrobr-r ye 6. 1745
Dear Godfrey.

You complain in your kiter in february of no! hear ing frolll none of
your In-nds and now it is H months sinct' you han' writ to any hody ln-ar-,
if your fathe r or Illy sdf omit, writ ing to you, think it not for want of
affection and he not 111'gligant and not write to 'hem for i am hut ;1 poor
pen woman and can not gi\T you all ar-r-cumt of t hill.~s as i would. hut
fearing your ~i,t('r' do not write '0 often a, they -hould i take this oppor·



88 God frey J/ Il/bOlll" $ A rmorial Silt-a [J II I~ God/ Tr y .1/ albone' f • IT morifl l Si lre r 89

tu ni ty ( 0 h-t you know wha t i can, a s for yt" young godfrq 2 1, chc is gone
for ht·jng in con....) r1 with a J am aica privateer th ey we-nt to cartha

gena to ransom a prill ' , the /l:0\...ruor f ine-d OUl two \"I's'\(,I, which took
he-r, for he-r- ron-orr run 3Wa\- vou r father has had such had luck it
iv though t Ily most ,...-oph- tl(: h.1S I~t fo rty thou-a nd po u nd hut he will
nOI gin' on', {or he i, now a fi ll ing: OUI IWO Shi p" [Pri'let" 0/ lrall'J a nd
IJuA. 1' of C u mbn /t.lllJ] which i ho pe will be as luck y as the rest has been
u nluckv fo r W I' had -.0 lOll/!; a ru n of bad luc k i hope the good i, to CO Il1I"

fo r you r Iather i, ;1' a nxious for you all as n "rr he was or hr- migh t m ak e
h im ,,, If \ "1'1)' ('as)', for \ \t" a re now at th t" fa rm a nd a plea -ant habita tion
il i~ wh ich i pray yOIl liMy Ii'T 10 en joy. av for ~our brotbcr-, i thi nk Ih~'

a re two a, p romi-ing ho~ ~ a, ca n hi' bUI I think Ih("y an.' not Favored wi th
so Kood a master a, you had wh en yo u was here wh at yo ur fa the r
intendc 10 do with tOIll ~: i know not hut i think he can not a ford to wnd
h im wht"Tf' you are [O :\ford] Y'O UT Ia ther 'ays nothin!i; of <'('ndi ng
fo r you horne att pn ...ent, bu t i hope it will no t be long before you will
be ;uTolllpli,l wd fo r ne-w 1 · 1l~ l and . fo r il i, -1- y("an <..("0(' y'ou left it. you
_ay in your lette r you think it \s ill ht· th e- ple-a nth -, pan of you r lifl' while
you an' there [O xford] hut i hope In live to 0,('{" you return an d a n-wcr YI'
1':\I)I'Cla t inn o f all your f riend- in making a good ma n as we ll as a hrire
on". i ha" e had fo ur "hil dn'O "'ns you Id,' Illt' the la_t a gurF~ whic h

:"l lIo ..-ard ~l. Chapin, Rltod, l llo" d P, il:a/a . s i" l\i"f: G'oq ..·• Wa•. 1739 .
17~8 ( Prtn id r nn ·, 1!12fil, pp . 81l, 87, Id \< u~ Iha t "Ih.. pO"al....r )"OM" ( God!,, )
[C apt. ~i..hob. W hilr ) "'u o~-nrd !.. Godhn ~I a l honr a nd Sur~on G ra nl. Shr
" -a. nurd oul a~ a prl\'a lrrr In I7 'B and nam..d aftrr Malho n.. ..cm, "odfrr ~

~I alhon" Jr.
...) hr . Ioop )"0 " " £ (; od',')' ",a ~ coru mandrd by Capt. ~ ichola ~ Whilr a nd ca p

lurrd Ihr f r..n..h ... h..onrr Eli: lIhn lt . 50 lon~, Capt. Loui. C a lmd. off Ih .. ",...1
,nd ol lh r island of Cuh., . Shr brou!,!h t Ih, ' Eli:lIb, tlt . .. hic h ....<5 lad "n ", il h ...inr
a nd hrandy' inlo ~""'po r l d " rinlt Ih.. ~ond "' ....k in .~farch, "' hrrr on ~fa rrh 20,
17 4 :~ , J ud !li" l.o ..kman ,!<-c1arrd th,· , '.."rl no l a pri ze....

" T hr }"OM'l f Godl rt )·, [n ill undrr Ih.. comma nd of] C apla in Whitr, (fui... d in
(on...." ..'i lh thr J amai..a pri'·al '·'" sloo p A' OMli 1\ 1I'l aod raplurrd a la rltr aod
\'"I ua hlr pri7'·. T h," ....n\·... ,·d hn to C3rl~ !'!" n" 10 ra n"'", hn , bUI 3 ~ Ih,-y ap·
pro a.·hrd Ihal port ,h q ' r",-o"oll' '''d 1..0 F" ·II..h pri, 'al ..rT\ of mu ..h sup"rior fo rcr ,
..\ I..n ihl....onflin ..n.",'d in ..hi, 'h C~ pt~in W hi,, ' an d hi. n ,·.. ..n .. all cu I I..
p i,·...·• an d hi. .... ,'" I" k..n. 'I I... f':ouli 1\ " " , " l" 'r hrinlt badl~ shol In pi,·r ... , fina lly'
had Ih.. o:ood for l"n,· 10 .....ap.· and rra ..h..d Ih,' " Id harhor , J amai,-a , on Ihr
..nnio !,! o f ..\ " Iot " , t 2 1, 1744 ."

nSon T horn,,, , h , 7 ~L , ) 1 7T~ : d. J.p . 5 ,\ " It" " 175 4. Ed " r all ·d a , Ca ", l"ido:..,
~ I;, . , _, wl",r.. 10 0 ,,,,,,· h . I"dy i, ,~id 10 h<l\''' undnmin..d hi, h, ·,ol lh .

~:r r hi. !,!i rl w,,, I ),,I>"rah, l l... , h in o,t'n th ..hild , h. ~' ;\"w po, l, 23 ;\"",-. li 4·1, Ill<"
,.,',·o rd ,,1( 1...·i,, 1( '·~ an lv wilh II,.. ,1I0l h..,.'; Sla l,·m,"" I. Shr m . al :".."'porl . 1:1 ~'"l >1.

171i l, D r. W ill i-am Il unl..r, ..\ f' n h i, ,!<-al h , h,' wcm wilh h.....h ild,, 'n 10 En ll' land
a nd di"d tilt·,. "

TI l<' :-';""'1'0'" I' iral Un"'''. Ii" Codfn·y ~l a l bo",' " last two ,-hil d r..n ,.. <:;,Ih
nin... h . 2 1 (hI, 17:0, a nd 1lo-bo " ,h , b. 23 ;\"0 ' . 174 4. .\ cco,d illlt to God fn'y
~I a l bo l\" " "n<'K"r" t"d will of h ·h rua ry, 174 t, C;uh",im' ~la lbon .. was wilh rhi ld,
a nd .h,· hn,d[ '.'" ,h,- h.,d fo"r !>orn 1,..lw...·n 17-1- 1 and 17-1-5. Th i, un born "hi ld
mus t ha".. b.... n II... lin t of "If" [our, an d D,·ho ,.a h ,h ,' fourth . T rin ity· Church

willb ea y,';l r old ye 2:1of next month. till' unha ppy accid,·nt ~· that hap
(wiled ye 19 of S" pt -1-1- of :\Ir. C;ran t C; id l,·y.:". Coding-lorl & a - tra nae-r
!wing blonc up by ~u npnwd" r ill a wa re hotI'! ' by which they a ll lost their
life- . :\fr J) Aroll & Coli . vvu !J ik,' IM\I ' 1'''1 thair wif," a nd ma rried
a ga in. AToll ro H . Rrin ton , '& \'\11 Di kt' to W. \\'a nlmh widow. a-, for
whal ' Oil writ flllln 'rn inl!: ,,,ur uuch-tum-, out 10 hi· nothing hut i believe
he ha d o;ome thor- of th a t lad'-hUI i th in k -In- will m-ve-rman-v acain
if -he sho uld i sha ll ht · alad to ca ll her -icn-r for sht' i_ a \" )II ;' n. woman.
you r sister Ikn y i, go,;t · t..utn- wjth :\ I r<; I la tt y Br inb-v ',he ,pent
the vum rr n-r with u- and i ""lie\"(' 1\1.'1 witlrarrv thare rh is winn-r. for rha v
have r ontracu-d '0 l!: ra t a friend-hip tha I ttlt:y ca n hard ly live apa rt, a~
for the 'ucce" we have hadar Cap,· Briton i m uctlcvc to -ome be ncr peo
and nmd ud, ' with v-nceu r di ...-r-, and heartv praY-'r<; fnr you healt h and
ha pcne-, from you r aITI'tI. · :\ Inthn

Ka therine :\1.l1l)l)l1t'

[.\falbO/If· Papo s. Boo k E. pp_ 10-12 .1

In t he Iollowin a letter wr itten from Xew port . Rhod e bland . to
Godfrf'y. Jr.. at Lincoln"v Inn . Lo nd on . Eueland . Colonel Malbone
tells h is so n he hOI"; 10;.t "m-ar C;-,O.OOO" »nce tilt' h ar "ta ned a nd th a t
hl" i" fi ttin~ Ollt 1\\ 0 m o rt' "hips, T ht'N.' Wt'r t' a l.;,c) 10M at a cost of <OOlll e
C-lO.OOO Illorr . \VI? no\\ kno \\ for tht' fin. t t inlt' the I'xtrnl o f hi ,
pri \-.lt r l"rin~ 10,<.(,s~<,Qnw C90.000.

r..(()rd~ ' h ot oopli"" 01 foor ~1.t1h""r childrrn IM'I"'r rn li:!i dnd 114 5: John•
hapl_ 2 ~fa ! 1742 : Pel"r. hapl , -1- J uh- 1742 : W illiam, bapt. 2 1 .\ u lj; . 17-1- .1 . and
[)rhorah, bapt. :~O Xtn' 17404 I h,' tinl Ihr.... ch ildr..o undo"blrdly di.-d youn'!_
Thr namr J ohn, a. lj;;n'n in Ih.. ~" i nlrd chur..h n ·cord., must Dr an "ITor, for
GOO fr"T ~lalhon (' dlr('ad, had a ..., 0 Joh n who ...,H btrr hi. lal he r' . t"Kecu IOr.

~ ·Th .. p rint "d a....ounl\ " f Ih i. a id~nl , 'ary· ..., ma ,, ·ri.llly lh,lI it i. di fficult 10
d"lr rmin.. th.. Ir u.. Mor~· . Th,' fan ·.·111 10 h.. Ihal on I i Srp, 1744 Ih .. p rh·a t....r
P, i,, €<, F"d"ir A, a <i."!. ton sloop, ,Hmrd wilh 12 ca rria ltr and 12 , ...i....1 .o:u n. an d
carrying a er ....' 01120 " ...n undn comm and "f C al,t . J oh n D,·nni. was awaili n lj;
ston'., T h.. ow n..rs of Ihr pr;\·a t" '·" Ca pl. SU~lon Grant, ~lr . ;\ a tha ni..1 Gra nt , J r.,
an d J ohn G id lq, Esq., tolt..lh n ",-ilh Mr. ' 1'~ ~ l o r , a ~Iran ll:r r .."'ploy,·d 10 look afwc
Ih .. sto r... of pri\'<l t....rs. " '..n · 'ur...·,in l( . ton·, in Ta<lor'. wart' ho" ... whpn a pi.tol
was a c.. id..n lh- d i,, ·ha rot,-d....lI inot Iir~ 10 <l ho ul 500 wi . of g-unpo wdn in . ..\,..ra l
..asks. T he hla sl bkw aWa) tl... ro"f and tl... I' I ~ n k . on Ih" . id... an d en d and d i. 
ch a rg,-d 50 gr..na d, '. a nd liO I>owd~ r fb 'k" a lar !'!"I'ar Iilkd with 50 wt. of powd"r
and all man n..r of im lrum..nl ' of d".,lh an d a n" m ,,'r of m".hu and pislol~.

.\ 11 of tl.... Ol"" wen- blu""n 0 '" of 11 \0' buikl illlt " nd Captdin (; rant , Mr. C od ·
ding-w", a"d Mr. (; id l"" . lhn '" of II... ",.....', pr i" ..ip,,1 ri l i, ..m, wn,' ..ilh.., k il1..d
oLlnill:hl oc lat n di" d of Ih ..ir ";o" nd , .

~lr . C"ddinll:toll ....H a Itraud.on " f C;O\'l' TOOr Codd ino:'on and ht'ld rna ", o!fic...
in ,I", co lony : ~l r. ( ; rant . a nali,·r of s ,·o,L",d . a",1 " r" lp" c ,,,l,le ""'cch ant of
~" "'poct , ",a , th ,' mil ,!"!"al l(,and f~lh.., of , h~ I ~ ,,· ( :hrist0l'h ..r r. . ( :h<lnlpl in :
a" d ~tr . Gidl.·" , an rnl..r l' ri,i nl/ ",cn-han l. ",a , Ihr "'n of J ud l/t· G id ley, of Ih,'
\ ·;....-.\d.nira lt) CUUlt , I C h" l' i n . ll lt<J d~ " /" Tl d P ti t,,,IU ' J. p. :1: r "ln w n. op . cil .
p, 6i. )
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Fro m you r Affec t iona te fa ther
Ood frev .\fallhmlt'

I Imp!' thi" wil l find you wel l a nd should be Glad to hea r of :'olr. Tomlin 
son R{'[(wering: hi, hea lth Giv e my B...st Re-pec t-, to him & hi,
fa mily

(.l la/boll/' Papers, Boo k E. p. 12.]

The followin g let ter wa s written from Newport . R hod e Isla nd . bv
j udge Ed wa rd S("() tt~" ( b ro ther of Colonel .\lal bonl" s wife ) to his
nephew Godfrey .\falbo ne, Jr. , nt Lin coln 's Inn. Lo ndon , Engla nd :
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Dea r Sir.
I t i, with n'ry gn'a t Regret & ;1 d cr-p Concern tha i I send you the

following advise. III Deer pa st yo ur Fath er fim-d ou t from hence on a
Cruise a/{ainst lI is :'olaje, ty's E ncmie-, two fi ne IlI'W Shipv'". of which he
was sole O wner. (':'\cepti ng a Qua rn-r Part of one- of them, & wh ich had
o n hoard T ell of hi , be st Slaves. th e Xi gh t af te r tlu-v sailed there was a
1lI0" violent Snow Storm. & it is much 'to he- feared 'tha! th ey both thi-n
fou nder'd neither of the-m having lx"'n -inre heard of. '\0 that' everv bod ,
IWf(' a" \\('11 a~ you r Fath er hi mself g ive nvrr sa id Shi p' a, lovt, h i, Intr'n <t

~l'j\l dg,' Ed wa rd t Smlt, h. 13 j u n.. 170 :1, d. unm. :;0 j Ull" litiS (3 mos. and
on,' w"" k a ttn Ih.. d,·;tlh of Colond .\blho n..) , wa, Col. G od fr" y .\la lho [)(··, wif,'-,
b rothrr. Fo r upwards of tWl'llt~ years he waS 0"" uf tl,.. j ud g,", o f th,' Infer io r
Courl of Cum lllon pl"a, for th .. CounlY o f r-:rWp(l r t , lh.· las t lift"l'll of which h,·
was Chid j csuce. H e W<lS tl,.. fo u rl h genl"Talion own.... of Ih.. an..i,·ol a rmor ia l
S"OIl P,·d igr.... Roll mentioned On a previous page I. Bowt'n , "Arm, of k i,'ha rd
SCOII," iV. E . lI i. l . & c-». R'g;Jln. XC V I, 19'*2 , .

U o d er date of 20 Aug. I7H, Dr. .\I.."a nd'·r H a m ilto n non-s in hi, d iary ":\ It 7
o·dock I wt' lit with om' .\f r. [Edw ard ) Seen lu a club wh i..h ,i t, on"r a w....k upon
.\ Ion d a r ' c" ll..d Ih,' Philosop h i..a l ( ;I" h : h"t I WaS surprb"d 10 lind Ihal no III"lIr"
of philosophv wt' ,,· brought upon Ih,' c;trpt·t. Th..y ta lked of pri,·"t",·ring MId
bu ildi ng of '''''''1, :. I Rrid" nba ugh , op. e il .. p . 151 ).

.1"ln 1745 Co L ( ;odf...·, ~l a IlHl n.. filt ed OUI lWO la ' l(" p ri"aIlTTS and nanlt·d
Ih"ll) a ftt' r hi, .\fa j ~ ' l ) · ' IwO sunS, 0 ",' wa, Ih,' D ~ k" of ( .' '' />I bn /a 'id . a ship of
180 IOns ..an,ing a "rrw o f 1:;0 men. .\f a lbo ,,," is gi" ..n;o, Ih, ' solt· uwnn {d.
no te 26 ). j " h lt-.-l Bn ' n lo n and j o h n G al.. """f{' asso"ia "'d with .\la lho n<· in "'ndilllt
ou t Ih r P, ina of W,/lrJ . a ship o f 2f)O Ions, carrying a cre w o f 1:10 IIIrn . BOl h ,'"sri,
«' nied pro,i, ;o,," fo r "'n IIIonth, (d, not,. 27 1.

Sh,· ffj,·ld td l, us tha t "according to the c",lom of Ih e linH" lhr ir horo,cop" ",'a '
C",1 and il,.. fig u..· had d isd o;rd tha I lh,' y should ,;til o n Fr id" " Ih.· 2'*lh of D,·.
n'm1-,,"r, 17-t'i.'· T I". two \·,·, ..1, 'ail.-d on tha t dal" '"a l lhr coromt'net'nl<'n t of a
north.·", t ,now , to r"" wh i" h incrra, ..d in great "ioknc.. d u r inlt th,' follo win'l' d a y.
and " ,•.". nen'! h..ard frour ag;tin ."'

Pete rso n ,a\, lhat "upwards of -tOO lin' w,·...· ,aniti("("d and lwarh' 200 women
b"callll' widow, I" th i, d i, ;t' lPr.' · T hi, do"h[,. shi[Jwr ..ck ",:,rs o n" of lh,' l(rea leSI
calamiti .., to h" fa ll :\"wpo rr , 'ln d hel ped COlllph' lt' lhr financial ruill o [ Co l, Gud ·
frq .\la lhOl" · IC ha p in , Rhod.. I ' /" nd p , i~" / Iu' l . P[J. 172, 17:1) .

G odf rey Mr dbone's Armorial Sitrer [July

R hod e Isla nd 7th o«. 174.'"1.
Son Godfrev

T his ("()m'I '~ by Ca pt T illillg"h a' t and to a ckn owledg r- the R eceipt of
your- by Capt Addams cinco wh ich I have nott bin favourd wit h a Loim
fW IIl you Alth ough their is St'\"(']"al Shi ps Arrived a t t Ph iladelph ia &:
X I'W Yor k. I an swen·d You r Letters fully [via] of Bo ston which I hope
you have R ccr-ived : I have had vny ill SUITess Sin ce the wa r comnu-ncd

I have Lost nigh fifty Thousand pou nd" our currr-ncv-c-however
I a m now ;1 ma iking a Vigorous Att emp t I han' thr - hal f
commnndor-' :' a La rge Sloop~'1 \ \"illm HigollS romaudor of wh ich I ow n
the 0 111' half of now a t t Sea & T wo fim- :\"ew Ships now a fitt ing
I ow n tlw Who](' of OlH'~ 'i of the Ships &: half ti ll' o thc'" Capt
T ho" Brccvcr Commands urn- p 'hl' Prince 0/ Iral,'s] & Capt Benjn
C ran ston the other ['1"hl' Du b · 0/ C lIm h" rlalld j they wil l carry
Lpwards, of twent y ca rriages & thirty Swiffel- G um E,wh I "hall
have a hard T u-que to fill them nut a nd shall he much Strutued fo r thn '
willcovt a g rea t of money, I a m in hopl's thi s will find yOIl a t the T emple
or 'tlll l of ti ll' of cou rts & am in hopes you ha n' so well [m
plovcd You r ti me that you Begin to thi nk of rom ing home wh ich I shall
E:'\pen thl ' ne xt yTa r. I had Gott a horsl' & ,I :\"egn l ho y for ~lr T o mlin
son and ti lt' Lik r- for you hut th e Wa r p n-vcnn-d Illy ' t'ndi ng- rhr-m

~;' Prohahly Ih,' sloo p Ch",,,,inll Jj~II ) ' : 80 I<J m , 10 ,·ania ,:.. and 10 , wi~'d !':um:
l orlllmtndn, Ik n ja T1l in w lek ham. L..I\ H S of nrar'lw' w"n ' i"w'd 30 A ug , 17:J<I

I, l Ilt" third pr i ~ ' a l ~n cOllllni"ion" d from !'i"wport , pr ..n ·d ..d by , Il<" 51001' R~ "~" lI r

lin d I' irg'" Q~n'J on Ihr 28 1h "nd 2~llh .-\ugu' l rn p",·l inl y' ) . Th.. bo nd w",
.£ 150 0 , ,tn d Ih ,' bo ndns WI'''' B" nj" 'n in W id.ha m , mariun, princi pal. (;od fr..)
.\fa llHln,' and j O" 'p h Wanton, merchant" ,u rTli", all o f ;\",'wpo rt : wil n..sscs wn e
Edw "rd SCUll Ihro lhl"r-in -Ia w of M" lho r". ) "nd j " n rt"S .\ la r l in , Thi, . loo p had
k-rr .... of ma rqu" i'Mwd 17 j une l B O, 21 j uly 174(1, and 23 j u ne 1744. C"pt.
ju, i" h j en n ing, wa, ,·omma nd ..r in Ih,' 1,,1(1"1 )e"r. T I,.. C harm ing Brll )' w" ,
nam..d from C od f r..y .\f " lbu n r ·, d aughter El i, a h" lh , who aftnw" rd , mani" d
Shrimplon H Ulch i,,,on , 'on of W ill ia m an d nq,hn.· of F ra nci, Brinley o f Roxb u ry
IHo wa rd W . PH', lo n , Rh od~ Is /an d and Inr Sra ( Provid ..nce, 1'1:12 ) , p. lOll:
Chapin, Hhadr Is /and PriVaIU TJ . PI'. 66 . 7:l) .

~';Thi, wa, Ih,' " oo p H " c/ or: 100 to ns , 80 n" ' n, 12 c1lfria !,:,' !,:un,; com maud",
W ill ia m H igg ins. L,·t l..rs of n ,a rq u.. "" 'r" is-ued I j un.' 174 5. ' ['h,' bo nd wa ,
*= 1500, and lh .. ho nd"rs w" n ' W ill ia m H iggin' , """inn, principal: Cod f rq .\f a l·
hOI"., mnchanl, "quipp... . a nd j o' ..ph \\' a lllOn , Esq ., ,urr l i..,: all of ;\",·wpo rt .
'V' illl" " ' " w,·r.. F,b"orl" R icha rd so n a nd j M"'" .\la n io . !...lI n , of """'1U" had
pr ..";omly \""'n i"w·d 10 th i, sloop 00 2:, j u ne 174-t, al wh i"h lim.. j O" 'p h Th u rs
Ion ....a. Command... , 1Prn lOIl, op. eir. p. III. \

~'Th i, ",,,S lh, <ship D " A ~ of C" ,"bn/"nd. 180 IOns, 1:10 llWO, 20 ca rria e .. gu" "
1O s.... i"'·I,: commander, B'·n . Cra n ,I Oti. I...ltn~ uf marqu,. wn.. i"''''d 28 ;';0\ ',
174 5. lh,' bund ....a' .£1500, ,ln d Ihe hund.." ......rr R..nj. Cran,lull, ma rinn,
princip"l: (';"d fr..) ~ 1 " l bo",' , nw r..ha nt : and Geon~, ' Wa nlo n . E<q ., sur .. tie-s : ,,11
of ;'; , wporl. W ifn rs , t' s ......1'.. J MO!> lI a,,'y and j a nH" S Ma n in ( I b id , p . 10.11.

~'ThlS .... as d ....Irip P rina of H"a /rJ: 200 lu n, 1:-10 n,..ll, 22 carri;tl'(" g uus:
(ommand..r, 1 ho",a, Brtw' ·r . L"ne" of ",a ,'lu,' ....'·n· is'w'd 28 ;';0 " . 174.1. Th..
hond .... ;t, £ 150 0. and till" ho nd n s wt'lt· Tho",a, Bn ·wn . marin... , ;\"......1><>1'1, prin·
ripal: Godfr..y .\I a ll>o n,·, j ahk.-l Br..n lon . merchants, r-:rwpon, and j o h n Cok,
.w nll " Ill"! I, :-'-or t h K in~ , lOwo , 'ur..ti,·~. " ' ifn r " ," W"n' j .1co h H a <n and j am",
~\;t r l i n ( I bid . 1'. 124 \. '
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P,. ,..- idl'Jl("I' Lh-tobe-r II th I i9-l

Sincc the fOf(' g"oin g articlc I\' a~ \\ rit h 'lI, an im ptTtion of .\Id ntosh '"
I,own ,,"ortolk W ills ( lfiJ7- 17 1O) sh ' l\\~ thai tht' .\lal ho lles wcrl' in
\ ' irg in ia a t a llllH'h ,'adit' r datt' (ha n is .gclleTa lly ._ llp po"cd. Thl' ~e

ea rly Virgini a records, to gnlwr wit h tilt' J /ll/bOl/1-' Pall/' H, suggest
th at a liu le re~ea rch mi ght ddln itdy COIllH..t tiH' Rhode h la ml famil y
of .\ Ia lhone wit h that of Che~h il"t" Engbnd. T o illust rate : amon~
these :'\ orfo!k wi ll. is o ne o f Rohert Da , -i", d ;lInl ~ I .-\ p r i!. p row d
16 JUli e lti6:!. in \, h id l Wt' find a Pt'h ' !" \I 'II!Hl!lt· na m t'd a.s ont' of

H o no u red Sin'
Pa rdon rm- for 1('a\'in1:! :\t'wporl '0 ahruJlII~ without informing you oi

m~ intention 10 vrav at Pm\·idl'nH'. nor would I have you think me -0

hi!i:ot,'d to ini;! ra tilude a, flOI to wi-h to n'pay wilh fulun.· ,,·n·in... Illt'
Illall\ favoun. J han' ft>("t'in-d from \'ou .•\ , I Ihoujtht il wa. h igh h
nt'(T~-a'1' for lIle 10 do "lllll"t hinlr I l-h,;"" Ih i, fo r my fi'r_t attt'lllp! which
i" lilt· 10 p ro\"(" SUl"CI·,.ful ;I_ J h,I\"(' hitlwrlo !-x'f'n f"nunall' I'nout:;-h to
\!in" ge neral _ali"faflion ;lIld han' 1lU'1 wilh puolick approbation
I hope I ma~ Ill',er hI' c:uih\ Hf .-IIl anilln Ihat lIuy llwril you r di"I'I"a,ufl'
a nd . ine en'h' wi_h Ihat I tll.1\- 'o(l(m hi· ahll' ICl ft'ndl' r Ihe £ami!. Ihl"i"
_I'n'ices wh ich ca nnol ~ lot t)('l"!)t'l.·!t·d it _hall !-x: my fen 'I'IlI' prayt'r
Ihat I may oc qu al ified In ,uo'I"t,d Y"U ( in that u" I)t"('I ) !-x'lnn' you mak,'
, our exi l. 1 mu.t Ollldudt, wilh mak ing uw of tha i Ila nlt' wh ich I ,hall
~tudy tlt'\T r to d i,honou r, '

Ynur dut iful SUIl
F.dw.Hd G. :\lJ. lbo n..

On ~O Fcbruarv I i9:l whr-n I'a lit'!ln ' Greene a nd oldest chi ld
George were dcceav-d. J oh n \l;llho n(" conveved b~ deed the title to
his house in Xcwport 10 his rem aining heirs "for and in consideration
of the a ffection I he-ar 10 m y five childre n had hy Pa t ien ce Green e."
This deed " a~ not recorded until tilt' da~ !Jt'f ore his deat h. I-t O ctobe r
179 .'"1.

The future miniat uris t ta ught him!ot·1f 10 pa in t by the ted io us work
of copy ing pict ure- whenever h is time pe rmitted. W itho u t tellin g h is
father. he ab ru prlv left .:\"rw port and established himself in Pro vi
de nce "here his fiP.-t commission a, a painte r appe.an;; to have been
for a min iat ur e o f Xir holas 8 mw n whieh he signed a nd dated I 79-t.

H is fa ther ,l::'an' h im a leg-al righ t 10 the n<101(' Malbo nc, for which
Edwa rd thanked him in the f{) lI11w in~ lener :

J oh n :\I a lho ne E_q .

[.\falbo/II· Papr> TJ .j

in th em was \'IT..' conciderabh- not Il " ~ a~ he ha-, informed Ill(' th an Fortv
Thousand l' nu nd , . this hea vv 1.£", ren ders vou r- S tav at Lo ndon a n\'
lon~('r too hurt hen - omc fo r him &. hi, p re-em Cirr ull1~lanc" will hy n~
means a dm it of it, Iw i" t'1'r1;linl y \T'1' m ur-h «mba rra-ccd & f omplain,
th a t he i" c n"all\" at a 1m._ ho w In rai-e Stl'f lin!i: :\Io lll'\ ' 10 dcfra v the
Expo'lIn' of ~our" Ed uca tion . th i. !-x'in!,:" rho ca-e; You "';' t ju-rr- i. ~ rea l
:", ""C, ·s.i ly Ih;lt Yo u should embrace the- fi" l O pportu ni ty Iha t prl'. en " to
re-turn III :\t·w Engla nd cith•-r in o nl' of II i. \fajt'.ly\ Ship' of Wa r. a
:\101 \1 Sh ip. or \h'fch allt-m.m u nder Convoy. It would be, I douht not.
mo n ' a!i:fl1'abl,' to vo u r Incl inat ion 10 tarrv longer, bill as vou r Fa th t'f \
gn'at U M"" .inn· tht· Commenccrnem of ihl' P~I""I·nt ,,'ar 'wilh France.
amoulllinc: in the " ho ll' to above- Sixly T hou-and Pound-; in,apat'itaw
him to -IIPfX.rt co llrrat an Expl'lIC1' as mu-t unavoidably attend your
pnN'("u lin!i: ~ou r Studies at the Inll. of Coun in Lo ndon, You o ug hr &.
ruuct -ubrnh In return home withnUl [h-l av, unlec, vou choo-,e to inn.hof'
him in inl'xlrieabk Diffi'ult i." . Of a n ' in ;, Capacit~· 10 dd ray your own
CharJ::l.... "hidl I pn-cume you a rt' not. Your Father hOI" wrow you ",\'0

era l Lene-rv, n;pn...,i n,~ hi. I" ...in·of your Sp -cdv Return but j. apprr-heu
-ive that said Lern-rc have miscar-ried &. it ht'in!i: now pa_1 do ubt th ai rhe
Ship" abovr- me-nt ion e-d an' losl . he not caring 10 wriu· himv-H on so
d i,agn't'abll' a Suhjl'(" t fl'fIU"' ll'd rm- 10 do it, and I beg leave 10 add th at
\ 'Our Rf"tum ho nlt' j. "x ln'nwh d l...in-d not onh' b\· him. but a l-.ob, \'Our
~IOl h t'r & othe'r Rl·latioll' . who a ll grt'ady lo'ng ' lo ,,"t. y"U a_ d~,th in
pa rtic ula f

[J / afbmu Papa l , Book E. pp. H , 15.]

Gudfrt'~ , ~ la lbOJlt' " J r .•;" a nd his yuung-n brot ht"r J ohn , w ho W;l!"
('xt'cul o r of his {alht'T'!' t":'talr , Wt"fl' imporla nt men- hants in :" t'w po rt .
J oh n \I al hun t· nl'w r m a rrit"d. h llt lh ,t"d wit h Pa lien l"e C rl't'llt' ( !'p in
SIt'T) b~' whom he ha d !'ix t'h ild rl'lI. J USI why he a nd P;lli elln ' Cn'('n l'
f hoM' to Ii\(" lO.l::t,tht'T for it li (t,timt~ ;lfld hring- a lar,l::1' famil y nf ch iId rt"n
int o th t" world wit hout thl' fOrJTliIlity of a ma rr iagl' cer('moll Y is dillj
c u lt to un dl 'r!'la nd ,

Tht'ir t hird dlild W;IS Edward Grt't'l1t· ~lal h()I1t" , d e~l illt'd to hl'
rom e t ht' famuu s lII ill iatllri ~t. H e nf\n married and dinl o f om
sllm p tion in I HOi a t thl' ho nH' of h is fir~1 co usin, Ro hert \ b el a y. in
Sa\'anna h , ( ;corl:: ia . a m i i ~ h uri t'd IheTt' in thl' fa mil y lot in t he o ld
<T m,·tr ry un So ut h Bro ad StUTt.

al:\lllon "" tIll" Il>;,m in tnnlin "" k iln, in Ilw ~l " l horl(' r apf'r, i< Om' wri llt'n b~'

(;odfrr ~ ~!.l ll >(l , ,,, , J'"lrou l l' ow l" 'I, Conn., 17 D,"c. 1711U, to hi. hrothrr J oh n
~t " l hoJH' a l )':1' '''1>< >1 1, in whil-h , a",on!! o lhrr _upp li... rl'qui"'d, hl' ",h J ohn 10
"coOlri.... 10 ....nd up " Ir ...' ",hil" .Inor· dl3mhn POl< fOJ lhl' l ' M' of th .. prH ty
L~di ... , 1101' or-~I SUIllI1l l'J ,"

Yo ur afft't'liona li' l' nd t,
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BOOK REVI EW

O f inte rest to genealogists arc th e history of two Rhode Islan d
fami lies: Elder j oh n Cr andall 01 Rh ode Island and his descen- dan t s,
by J ohn Cort land Cranda ll an d T he He-de Familv, th ree centuries
in America, by Leslie R. Hoxie.

The Hulletin 01 th e Friends Historical A ssociation. v.39, no. J.
Sp ring num ber, 1950. contains an article by Cha rles H . ~i{-hl)ls .

jr.. on and eHerpts from the letters of Harriet Peck of Coventry.
Rhode bland. a Quaker schoo l teacher in No rth Carolina ill the
I830's,

Kent. spea ker ) April 25. D. A. R.• Beacon Pole H ill Chapter ( M rs.
W. R ussell Greenwood. speaker ): April 27, Co lonial Dames of
Rhode Island ( :\I fl', Richard B. Hobart . spea ker ); :\Ia y 16. Rad
cliffe Club of Rhode Island (O pen House Day with tea at J oh n
Brown Housc. )

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The Society is acquiring the microfil m of the Providence jo urnal
from 1B29 to 1885 to complement its file of films of th is newspaper.
In addi tion the library w ill also have a complete run of the Hl'l'ning
Bulletin from its beginni ng, the J l anulacturen and Farm ers j ou r
nal, and the su bu rba n editions of the two Providenc e papefl'.

R hode l sl.m d t mprints, 1727.1800, edited bv J ohn Eliot Alden. C urator
o f R;lrr B'Hlks, Cn i\'t'r sit ) of P,'nnsyk" nia . :,\"" Yurl.: . lilt' Hihlioe ra phical
SOli" tl of .--\nlf' ri.-a, R, R, Bowkr-r C ompany. 19-1-9, xx iv, l ih.'i p.. g ' '', $1:i,(JI I.

,\ srudv of t he out put of the printing pre.. nf Rhode "l and dur ing th ..
eigbteem h t','m ury i, par t icular ly n-wurding, sill..e Linh- Rh od y was more
n ,sn " ,pnl itan and mu re hro,,,j,n iud ...d than Iwr neiil;hIH ,rs ;lIl d so her literature
is more va r ied an d int r-r... ,t ing. I n ad d ition In th r: tN,a l almanarv. otlidal
documents. and unc hris tia n commeraurics on ot he r people's br and s of rhriv
tia n ity , if i, plt'a, ,,nt to find ax tln- " '\Tllth ,'utr, ill the- volume a hith" no
und..srribed pOr ll\ on ,Hr, Slim",", (,'" rtun's ( ;h" ,1 an d '''' h otl..- r " " " m pk , of
sec ula r lite ratu re a, T h(' ! ·ir.{,'in·, .-Idr'icc; . In "" '{,'l 011 th e much lamented
D,'ath "f SIlTl/h W an/'111 [anot he-r ncwlv di-rnvered p......I1I): Fair U" .<amm,d
(s,' \'e lll r-r-uth rr-nt ur v Brit i, h h:< lb d ' ; a pla , hi ll for" per formance at Prod 
deuce in lill:!; r ' (, Tl n Ptl [)" ctor .Halhl'1<'·j H,,,,k of O hJ,' n -ati" n,>: . Il."oj;i ,,{,'
Olass lor til,' Tim",. ,"I ill\-it"tiou to " " I\'u i... ,at Fri,k, t" ll<' hd d;ll ti ll" af ter 
noon at ~I r' . (; " d dord 'x;" T il,' /, ,,, 01 '.1.,'" l) tlllt.: llt", ; Th, ' H, 11O~",,,'d H ilton ' of

the executors. This mig ht he the gra ndfat he r of Godfrey :\Ia lho ne of
Xewport whose fa ther Peter was horn in 16n7 and died at Norfolk.
Vi r~nia. in 1738 at the age of 71. Godfrey :\Ialbone' s fat her Peter
was born fin' years after this Peter :\lalbo ne was na med in this 1662
Davis will.

Another Norfol k will. thai of Sara h Porten. wife of W illiam Portell
of Elizabeth River . da ted 28 Sept. 1675. mentions " her daughter
Sarah M albone", pro bably wife of Peter . Evidently her first h us
hand had been a Godfrey for she a lso men t ions her two sons Mathew
and J ohn Godfre y [God l rec]. W illiam Poncn in his will says that
his wife Sarah may dispose of her c-hildren by deed of gift or by will.
Peter M albone, fat her of Godfrey. in his Norfolk will da ted 1737.
me ntions "land held for lives. from Peter C cdfrcv". (.l1nlbone
Paper s. )

~ EWS r\ O T ES

In addition to the monthly meetings of thr Roger Will iam s Family
Associa tion an d the Socit,ty's prowam of tenures the following:
organizations have mel at J ohn Brown House : on J anua ry 12. Provi
deuce Count y Garden Club ( .\l r. Kenneth Simpson. spea ker ) ;
J an uary 18. Shakespearian Societ y: J an uary 20. Provid ence League
of Women Voters ( :\ Ir, W illiam Ward H an e y. spcaker ) : Februa ry
I I . Saturday Review Club ( :\f r. Clarence E. Sherman. spca ker ) ;
February 14. Har va rd Foundat ion for Advan ced Study ( Prof. J oh n
Fin lev. speaker }: Fr-br uarv 1.'"1. Pott ery and Porcela in Cl ub (moyie!'
of Eighte-enth Century Williamsburg ) : February 22 . SOI1 ,~ of the
American Revolut ion (Annua l .\ 1cctin .g ) : :\1arc h 6. Colonial Daugh
ters of the Seventeenth Cen tury ( .\lr. Clifford P . .\fona hon , speaker ) :
March 10. Provide nce l.l'aglH' of " 'omen Voters ( Prof. Charlc:s 1'.
K indle lx-rgcr. speaker ); March I I . Saturday Review Club ( ~ I r.

Chesley Worthington ) : March 17. D. A. R.. Rhode Isla nd lnde
pcndcnce Ch apt er ( :\1i s-~ Alice Cu llen. speaker ) : :\1arch 2~. English
Speaking Lnion ( receptio n to HOII, G , C. S, Corea an d M rs. Corea ) ;
.\ Iarch 3 1. Rhode Island wellesley Club ( Prof, Harr iet Creighton.
spea ker ) ; April l S, Providence Count y Garden Cl ub {Xl rs. Earl e V.
Harrington. speaker ): April I .'} . D. A. R" Sarah Scott Hopkins
Chapter : Apri l 16. Block Island H istor ical Society (Annua l :\lcct
in.g ): April 21. n. :\, R,. Independcno- Chapter ( ;" lrs. Howard
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(;il£1 (,'i" I:' . b' ''ld; 1' ,,, ,, 1'humf'J Pla y n.."A ; A" Aa ou" t " f t hr PHrl/!' ; Th, '
COllo.tlwat.. / .m n J: 1'h r Jl ll l" r\" " f lad a"d /h. , Gia,,/ ; Ph, llis Wh'·;lI ln ·s
A '! Elr,eiar I'm "'. l)" /hr d.ath ';' ... 1.' ''' 1:'' Il 'hlt. jid d ; Ben jam in Churrh·,
Tilt, EOl/ ... ta iOl i"J: // ;, /.., \ "f Ki" J: Phihp'! Wat ; ::'\athanid ~I urt"n\ S n.·o
E"cfrlnd· , .H. moria/: and Th.- Pi, d 8 ,m/( of t he Am..,ican ChmnidrJ of th ..
T im , J. all prim..d in Rh ..d .. I vland hd"re th..- Ren )lulinnOlT\ War ,

Th.. Il,r nt lr but nudi t.. r....d... mic lu arll,u" Ole-ain't th .. nre~,.i1\' of cmnpilille
' uo h a '...rk ,,,Ihi. , .i n,'" E' an" A m.., i..-rln Biblioe, aph r li,ts illlprim\ tn l i9'1
a nd thf' b-aru..d (;.."rll," I'a rl ..r Win. h ip edited a ..aralosu....f /Ol"d r I JiaOl d
/ ml"inlJ in 191.'). Our pr..'("nl com pile r ha. a nticipated rhis criti"i'lII h"", 
""'r, fflr h.. t.-]Is II' tha t this admirahk nr'" H.lurn.. cont ains fifty p..r ....nt
llI"rr till.., fur th ......m.. peri..d rh.." E"ans.. thai about a quarter "I hi. titks
" e re un]"ll<", " 1<1 Willship, and tha t 'w..r tr n per cent had nev er t....en d, '''' ribed
b~ an ~ pr..d ..II' bibli ,,~raphrr. whirh crrtd inl~ is ... idence enoueh "I thr , ,,llIr
••f this new and I"bori" u. n "'"r,i"n im o Rhod.. !- I" nd bibli.'C'rdph~ .

Thi....luuu-, "hieh i, pruprrl~ lim it..d to th .. d"", 'riptinn " I b".. k ~, pam
phl ..ls, and brn;ul-id..s, dr""rihr, 1712 lilks primed in Rh ,td r l eland hrl"' ....n
li.!i and IBI MI plus 1.1 S""lh"id; imprints print..d in .:'<I«''>dchu ...ns during th ..
Hrit i.h '" ,'uIMti"'l ..I X""'p"T! in l i ii-l i i9. Th.. u'("lul rable flf printn'
,,1 th.. rnd " f Ih.. , ·"IUlnr ,..II, uc Ihdt ::'\.."pon had ,h.l''''1\_ Provid ..nee '''II
.ond \ \·., rn ·1l "n" printrr durin\! Ihi , prrind, ind udi n\!: such " ..II kn""n 'Mill....

••• J am.., FrdllU in th .. Ii", print... , S"lomon 'vurthwuk. and 1'..1... t:,I.- f
::'\r"l" .rT a nd William (;,tdd;lTd and J" hn Can..r " f I' rm id..n, 'e.

Th.....,mpiln, "ith painsl .lkin\! d,'"rdO . has e-i,..n f..r ..aeh it..m it<
n"n pl..t.. till.-•• "I);,li"n, ;ll1d h..ill,hl in, .."tilm·IT'·s. 1U1l'.. lhr r Ililh r"',.,..n,'..,
in pr",i..u. " ;"Ii..~rdphi.., ,tII,1 th .. IO'- OIt i' >Il o f , ..pic, in ,,"er ~.'Jl . puhli " and
.!ll prh·..t..... ,11.., li..ns.. \ 11 ..- \" ..ltrlll ind,·\ mal... Ih.. "or\;' f)lIi,·lh· u,ahl.. and Ih.'
t....·;IlJlilu l alld ". nual ,· t~ I KlI:r;lph~' nf th.. .-\ nlh" r n,("11 Pr..,s l(1.. ~I , I..n, Ih.. h"dT!
o f th.. u.,." It i, n..1t'K' I1I I1,h I" "I> that Ihi, i. Ih.. fi"e'l imprinl hiblio\f r..ph,
• 0> far pr..du, ·..d ill Ihis ,-,'ulI" Y. ,\ I(r....t ma ny pt'o"I.,. m..llIinnrd in th...
intrn<ludiflll. h"d " h"lId in Ih.. "'1I" llil;,ti'"1 nf Ihis Il, r..al w<lTl, f..r no "ll h
bih li"ll. rOl ph ~ ' all ..-, ..r I... sll".-co"fulll· dnrl<' sill\fl..·hand ..d ; hut Ih... Ill .. i"
"'· I"OIl·ihi lil~ ;tIL,1 I;lhor .IS " ..II ;1' Ih,: chi'" .-r ..<lit . hould 1:0 10 J" hn Eli" l
,\Id,'n, "h.. 11;Is I'r".IIl ...·d •• m..d"1 im prin t hiblioll'ra pll\ f"r fUlUrl'" rompil... s
to ;.im ;IL II "." Kh",I,· lsl;HlIf ., l!"nd I"rtll'''' 10 ht- .-- h" " ' 11 ;,. tilt' . "Ilj.-.·I
jnr Ih i. ;Illlllirabl .. .-oml'it,l i"lI, " hieh .ho"ld find iI' "al' illln ""'1\ Rh..d ..
!- Lrnd lihrar~ . ' ·....r~ hist"ri,.al ",, 'il-tl·• .-.,II'~I('" alld unin';,il' lib" ll\ ··an d th..
illlp.. rt;rnl n:oliollal. SI"I,', ;'Ild pu hli'.. libr"r; ,", It \.:,....s "il'h.. ul .;;,·illl( that
tI,is b..,,\;' "ill "I", I". •• ,11', "":o ry ]>urrha.,' for 1'';1;11'' ""II..n"" of ..,fTwri' -i1lla
;md f"r It,.. ...,1""1' 11 ,-.- sh..h·.., "I II,.. ,[,o"I..r< "ho ,,,PP)\, Ih'·1ll "ill. Ih" ir
In ·;.surn. II ,m,·"f 111 1' 111 . h,,,iId find " KllO,1t- "l and im print of th,· ,'ighl " ,'m h
"'111llT~ "h id, i. " Ilul ill ,\ ld" Il: ' il "ill inck ..d 1..- " r;tril\' . T Il<' slhsl;'"lial
l'!ltl.1 "I / J''''I::I". ( :. ~ 1 , ' ~ l lIr l r i .. ,IH",I< I I,", k d" wll (,n Ihi, "h il,1"I his :\ n1<"rk :l11
Im pr;nt . Im " II I, 'ry "ilh \:rI';ll prilk.

N. w . " , "'1,

Gift of F ra nk lin and J ulia Cushman, a hiJ::hho y, mahogany drop leaf
table. slan t top desk . comh had W ind so r and two sid ,' chairs, bdonJPog
to M ov-s Bro wn , a fie-ld di-sk of .:'<I n,,,·s Bnm II l ax kwood, a sampler of
Avis Harris. ao '· Il~ r;l\·in J:: (If ~Iosros Brown. a ('oPY 01 a painting of the
:\ los' :s Brown IWIIW, ;1Il o rigil1al skvnh 01 \loses Brown by " ·iI1 ia m j.
H a rris.

By purchase A cata lo!!ur ol 25i 'Idn/did modes 'I Eu ropcaw pai lil illgj ,
Stoddard a nd S mith . ( Prod d ' ·II'T , 18-12, )

G ih o f H a r ry Parsons Cross, A brit"/ binorv 01 the colonial u'a rs in
Amn ica [ro m /60i· /ii5,

From Lihra rv of Con.C:-H '~ \ , State r..,IlIHi"S taken attn the p'a, /i90 by
sta tes a nd territories ol /hr l '·T/ i,..d S ta tr l.

.From Elmer E, Uha-..., m i"u·J]a lll'uu" pamphk-ts. d,oalin~ largely with
railroads.

By purrhav-, I .a iah Th om as. I"inlo, patriot a nd ph ilarllh ropiJt . be
Clifford K . Shipton. .

By purchase. mi crofihn of the d iar:' o f Susa n Le-ar, 1788.
Gift of Col. H unte- r C. W h ll(" . SI . Paul's Chunh, rs, r illacc Fail ,

1938. 1939, 19-10, 19-12. 19-13, 19H. 19-15, 19-17, 19,18. 19,19.
By purx-lrase. }OanJ. u 'eirnu i" /h r TIlaJ. i,l g . by D . j. Struik .
Gift of rho author. '!lXJlh a nnn-rr sarv of W arren, R . I. . histo rical JJ.e tc h

a nd p'Of!.Tam, li4i./9.Ji , hy H r-nrv J. Po-k.
Gift of the author, DUIl I'a /ioT/ al maTJ.J an d olho ph)"Jica/ i;!:nJ. by

Fral1ct"sco Ronchl'>,l' , .:'< I.D.
.-\ nunymou,; ~ft. JrlJo i/,t iorlS on j t071fJ i" the A" w ld !.:ora/·n·ard on

Pdh am St r....t . S ell'port . R . J, ( 111\ .) , -
From .:'< I rs . John ~ 1. .:'< 11'Gann . a doll. doll 's fOlic h . doll'. ('hair, a nd

l runk filkd with doll's doth,·\ . mad ,' by .:'< ra ry :\lIn Clifford for hn 6Thl
granddaughtn, .:'<lar:' Clifford r.a~l1nan.

F ro m E h o ll .:'< l a l1""I, -"( (('1'0I1 T (1(( '('7 . by KathIel'n O· Lou~hli n .
By p un'hase. J::"ncalog-ks of th ,' f(llinwinc:- families : ;\ 11 ' ·n, .-\ I"' n 

W itte r , Ba ileyo Ba ld win . Ba 'l( t' ·r . Ik " i..r, Braky. Be lll o n im d Bi.hop.
Chauncey. C lark . CLuk.-, Cornwall, Crandall. Ill-o ny. Edward~,

flJn'ton-~ kad,' . FdlU' . Flilll . F id d . F ish , Fo lso m . Foo tl' , C a tl's. GnTn·
leaL (;nTlw, Gnnuld, Curlo-y, I b ywa rd , IIf'rsh l'y, Il ill . Ho k o m b,
I k"ky and .:'<las"n. ll ig-g ills, 11" ll wllwa y, H [l~nll' r, Il u tto n , .Ia unn ·y.
J o h llso n, J o m '<; , K" ndall , La k,' . Lyman. L, ..., L,·a" It t, La n('a stl"!", L illd ,·
man, .:'< l a ,o l1 • .\ Io r rison, ~ It Far lan d, :\""1\1(111, ;'\ort h, P ill lln ·. Pra tt,
PottlT, Ra nda ll. !{,...d. R i, ha n ls" n , !{yd n . R " h im oll . Sta pk~, S tark
"Til-tIlt'r. S tOWI·. Smi fh, Stanton, Sturges. S;lrgl'll t, Ti rrdl , " ·ia rd , W h ile
C larke , W ioga tt' , W ylie , Wn lth" o rth. Yo w,·n , Zi o k.

nift of tlw a uthor, Thr Old Stun I' .\fill. hy ITo- rh ...-t O lio Brig ha m .
n~ p~reha~(' , A m..,itBn ,i fl " "" mit !ll tlPld ,h ,-ir "WT"-f. H I. hy S tf'p!ll'rl

G. C. E m ko.
Gift o f t ill' ;1II1h o l', St , G, '01 ~ ," . Chu l , h. S lh ..II/'/lad ... 2 " .• bv W ill is T.

H a nso ll, .II'. . .
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~ 1 r. Rao ul Archam hault, Jr. ~ 1r. Wa~h i l1 Kl lln Irvin g
M r. Haruld A Baines Rev. Richard A , J ohn son
~I r , & Mrs . John W. Blair ~ Irs . AlI10ld W. j ones

Cran~ton, Ie I. Mrs. RovalLiulc
x l r. ,,' illiam w. Broadben t .\:"·rr"",,nsnt. R. I.

C ran ston, R. I. Mrs. O eor gc H . L umb
~ I r . T. Dexter Cla rke Pawturk n . R . I-
M rs. Sid ncv Cliffo rd ~ Ir. j oseph II . ~la in

Miss Genetic T . Collin." F.aH Pro\·jd.'ncc, R. 1.
Mr. & xt rs. Thomas G. l> i ~llan ~Ir . H arlan T. ~I~

L UI (; r .... nwirh . R. I . Waru' n, R. 1
~I r. Clement F. D onncllv ~ 1r.". Frank F. Xcwth

Warwick. R. L ' W.., t Rarr inltton, R. 1
~ lr. & M rs. J. Edward Downes ~ 1r. & ~ I n- . William ~ 1. Pear-on

T aunton, !>Ia.. . ;" I r. & .\ In-. Louis .-\ . R. Pier i
\fi !'.~ XalH' ~ A. Dyer r "...-tufht , R. I.
Miss Jean Ford ~ I r . Conrad F. Schaulc

T i....n on. R. I. Sa}kS'-ili<-. R. I
' I ' I 1'1 I" . Xl rs. j essie Barnard Srulh,'.\ r . & ,\ no, ',{ wan u crCllu ad I J Riverside 7, R, I
i\ 1r. &l\ l r~ , R . II. I. God an. r. 'I R I I I' S I;>' 1 r n ' J G .\ r. a p i ',.. rcn rc
. r. '.. r nmar cra ves r.ast (;rr"nwich , R. I.
~ lr. Pcrr v G. G rav \ Ir. Ph ilip ~ l. Vadenais

Ea,j r ro,·id..n~t·, R, I. F.dltrwood 1. R. I
;>'lr. Shirley Harrington ~ I r. Don ald Whitcomb
Rev. & M rs. John Sc\·i11e lI i~.~ins ~I r. Bruce fl . Zl'i~r

TotalXumber of Jlernbrrs: H09

OPE.\: TO TilE r t-a r.r c
f :JUtpl Itotid ..p

!>Iondayth roulth Frida} (I: no to ~ : 00
Sunda\ " fltTno(>n :1:00 '0 ~ : 00

l.ibM' )' 0 ,,1),
Tundar ('\Tnin~ 7.nuro ~1:OO

Clojt d S" "d~)'j 'Inti T"tjdn)' n'o,i"l:s,
j " " t , j"I)', a"d ·1..I("jl
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